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DIGEST- · 
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FROM THE Eo1TOR
1

S CHAIR 
Ill SACKCL&H AND .ASHES. I would like to have a heart to heart chat 
with you allout the problans which arise in prepa.r~ng our littl e 
cagazi.M for press each month. Believe me, there ~ problems. 
F:ixst I have to get toget her the regular features, keeping in mind t hat 
in all fairness, t.lie Hamil t on section should have most pages seeillg 
that it s fans f om by far tho biggest group. Jlut having got tho fair 
allowance I rJJJY still be up agains t it for there's a danger of tho 
Go!:µ. tes declaring there I s too much Greyfriars, or the Rookwood 
devotees exclail:li ng "What about us? " f orge t ting perh aps that i f I 
haven ' t got tho articles I can ' t put them in . Then I find an articl e 
i s rather t oo long , or not long enough. 

tlell, then I have articles of a t opical nature which won' t bo 
much use if not got in at oroe , l etters , advert s, my chat and SOOIEI 

other article like Bill Lofts' int erviews . Bear in mind that art­
icles aro in some cases handwritten on paper of vari ous sizes, others 
done on typewriters of differe nt makes. Its all so difficult to 
estimllte, but having got what I think is t he right amollllt of copy I 
set off hopefully for the duplicating agency . 

Soc:eti.loes I find that my es timat e works out surprising uoll , 
i t did in March, fo r when all was gathered in t here ,,.... just hali' an 
inch of space l ef t . But l ast month, oh dear, it wes quite a 
differ ent poir of shoes , for one morning when I went to collect tho 
proofs I found thnt th e S. B, L, revi ews and some le tt ers and adverts 
---- -- --- -- ----·- -- ·-- - ·--,-- --·-· -· - - -- -· ··----
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had been crowded out despite too fi,ct that I could have sworn all 
would be safely in. Herc I mitd>t point out that vi th duplicating, 
once a page is done, well, it's done. You can't do 8Dlf lifting 
like you can do with type. The only thing to do would be to start 
afresh or nearly so, and needless to say we can 't afford to do that, 
apart :tran ths fact that it would c8USO deley ru:rywey. I got n 
rocket or two, so I felt I IIIU3t go to sane length t o defend myself. 
Then, just to show there ' s no ha.rd feelineil on my part, I'm giving 
four extra pages this month tho\.18h I really shouldn't be so reckl ess . 
So in tho closing deys of each c,onth, just tbirJ< of me wrestling vi th 
thnt copy t o lllBke it fit and Mke allowances won 't you? 

* * * * 
FIRsr VISITOR OF THE SEASON. Harry Dowler, my lor,eest knovn hobby 
fri e:id, spent the Easter week-om with me. On th e Sun:ley evening 
wo drc pped in on Stanley Smith - for a fev mirmtcs. lie steyed four 
hours. Woll you knOW' hov it is once you get going about this hobby. 

Harr.,r c:ioo for the first ti.J:10 fifteen ye:irs ago. Ho stayed 
t en d.,ye on that occasion am we hwln I t exhausted t he subject when he 
lef t for heme. 

Hope there 111 be plenty more viei tors before the SU1M1er' e over. 

* * * * 
BILL HUBBARD ARl!IVJlS, I have already told you that Bill Hubbard was 
on his way hooe on leave fran Ken;ya. llell hele arrived am in a 
lotter to me :rocently ho said: 

111 have already seen Roger Jenkins and David Harrison twice, 
once at their flat in Konsington and on another occas ion at Simpson I s 
in the Strond where they had dinner vi th me. I have paid a viai t to 
John Shaw, ~i. th wha:i I hsd n l ong and vory interesting chst. I have 
been t>lice in Ben llhi tor I s flat in Betlmal Green and on the 28th I om 
t o lu!vo lunch vith tho Paclaa:Jn's ofter which I will attend my first 
meeting of tho London O,B,B, C, " 

He goes on to spclll< of telopwoo talks with Eric Fayne am 
Bcb Blythe and invi tea me to meet him at Lords :uld have luooh with him 
at tho Tnvern, and whon he c001es up North t o tho Middlesex c,atch to 
meet him ag:iin , 

.l,h, wntching cr.i.ckot in the sun am ch.:ltting about our grand 
old hobby, lih:lt better wey of spoming a sumer's dey? 

* * * * 
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NCYJ' SO GOOD. I 1vc a hD.bit of l ooki ng on the bright aide and then in 
shoor cussOOJ1Css turning to t ho glooo,y ono, but I will put thD.t in a 
fow words. It ' s "There ' s §.lill. a nucbor who hnvon't yet paid for t he 
Annual , yes, here in the merry mon1 b of Mny, with only tv o months to 
go be fore tho foues go out f or th e new one ." 

Well, there I' ll stop, or I'll be finding tha t despit e four 
extro pages soocthing 1s been left out, and thnt would never do. 

Yours sincerely, 

HEREER'l' LECKENBY 

FROi-l lllFORMATIOll RECEIVED 

By w. 0 . G. Lofts 

No. 1. 

A.P. ROB!!! !!OOD !,l!lRARY. This was edited by Len Pratt , who was als o 
in charge of th e "Prairi e Library". The R. Hood Library ran fro!:, 

15/4/ 1919 until 10/7 /1 9'2!J a t otal of 56 i ssues . Len Pratt needs no 
intr oduction to readers as he was Edi to r of th e Sext on Blake Library 
:rra,. its cccnenceiaent, 1915 until November 1955 , and was als o in 
charge of the "Thriller". No author ' s naoo was given t o the stories 
in R. Hood Library , · but I can reveal that all the st ories were wri tton 
by R. Coutts .A:mour, bette r t o know to tJBnY of us as Coutts Bris b.Jro 
and Raid \fnitley. .A:moul' was a speci alis t in hist orial stuff, a.'ll 
rcal.cy had a good knowle~ of the subject generally . He was ,m 
.Australian by birth , and died sroe years "80· 

.Aff!'HOl!Y S!illlE. Anthony Skene the creator of Zenith the Albino; one 
of the nest popular characters t o appear in the Union Jae.le is still 
nl.ive altho~ not writing l!IUCh these days. His real narae was in 
fact GIDRGE IIORI•iA!l PHILLIPS an! he used the Il!ltle of Skene for :reasons 
only knmm to hi::iself. Thi s explains why st ories known t o have been 
his uork in tho "Dotoctive Weekly " were writt en under th e name of 
Phili p Noman; his r eal name rev ers ed . 

ARTHUR HACI.E.t.l!. I have had th e pleasure of meet ing Arthur Maclean 
several times r ecently ; and the present star modern Blak e author is 
young , unassuming , and a most interesting conversati onist on all typcn 

--· ·-- - -- - --- - - -- ----- ---- - . 
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of subjects . When our own Horbert Leckenby met him recently on his 
visit to London, I am sure that he did not suspoct that Macleon is a 
fellow Yorkshiranzm! Born e.t Middlesbrough, he has for soo,e time 
lived near Tunbrid;;o Wells , Kent; but is shortly moving t o London. 

COHICS. Tho longest ron of mr:, comic is of course "COOiie Cuts" which 
:r:m froo, 17/5/lfYYJ until 12/9/1'!53 a total of 3,CXl6 issues. But how 
macy rocdcrs know tiurl t ho shortest ron ever , o::m.c, vas entit led 
"Cha:,lio Chick Paper" which came out February 1st, 1934, and ran for 
one issuo ! This was piblished by of all people F. ll . lfocl vorth's, so 
i t scOClS as if money ccnnot buy success from piblishing papers. Thero 
vas also :IJl January Hl99, a semi- type of cCAllio paper piblished by 
Gilbert Dalziel which only had one issue entitled "Ally-Sl opers Haporth" 
but ihis was for the more adult public , and is not rec ognised by some 
collectors as a true comic • 

!9HICKS 0\/N" And so another of the pre-war col oured cocdcs has 
finished . For the very tiey kids and to maey of us our first tast e 
of reading A. P. papers. "Chicks Own" ·c=enced 25th Septecber, 1920 and 
ran for a t otal of 1, 605 issues finishin& !'.arch 9th, 1957. The comic 'f 
characters were continuing in ='Playhour" said tho accouncement in the 
Editorinl. . This loa ves only "Tiny Tots" left of the col oured pre-
war comics . 

G. rl . WA.'<EFIELD. George Will iam lfakefield ' as recently disclosed by 
myself :in the c. D. was most certainly a man, and vhat a can! Big, 
t hickse t, he was a real giant , and in his early days vas a notable 
a:iateur hoavy-woight boxer. Yet despite his size, his ham like fists 
co-.ud depict all his characters with angelic face s . One t he staff of 
tho A.? . fo r rcacy years , he drew for !llSllY many papers ; best knovn of 
co=e to us for his portrayal of the Rookwood char act ers . Another 
verJ ir.t orost:illg point about . hill was his very unusual sty le of 
drawillg. He used to f ill in all the backgr<nuid of drawings first and 
le ave t he f igure s unt il l ast ! lfakefie l d sad t o sa:,r, died some years 
ago. 

ii. HO'r/ARD-BAXER. As Len Packman reported in his recent interview 
with Mr. Baker, he vas and stil l is a keen reader of the "Magnet" and 
hatJ sti!l i n his possessi on tm copies he boue1lt as a boy; which are 
roughly 1935 until the end. Recently , whils t in conversat ion vi th 
h.iJ;:, we were discussing series of th e Magnet around the:t per iod, when 
Hr. Baker sho-.cd expert knowledge in all th e characters and st ories 
about that ti!l!e • . I must _ confess that I th oui,ht I _knev fifl Greyfriars 
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of that period , but Bill Baker caught me out on several point s . In 
his early thirty ' s and heavily built, !Ir. Bilker has a most channing 
and friendly personality , and is most anxious t o try en:! pl ease avc r.y­
body, 1:iti.ch of course is not possible . 

conduct ed by JOSEH!IIIE PACKMAI! 

27, .A:rchdal.e Road1 East Dulwich 1 London S.E . 22 

As I am p,shed for space I must confine my remarks in brief . 
s.n,L. No 379, "Fl ashpoint fo r Treason", f eaturing lluxton 

lcymcr, is quite a good st ory - in my opinion - and I hope we shall 
hear more of thin old favourite of ours i n the near future , 

I hsve received two posers that not only baffle me but also 
beat one of t ho most lmowl edgeable Blake devotees in our Circle, The 
det ails are in this issue , and in any reader can supply t he answer(s) 
I shall be most grateful , 

JOSIE PACIC'!Ai'I 

* * * * 
ON OUR SELro!'ION (PART TWO) 

ll;y E, V, Copeman 

T\JELVE i ssues of the SEXTON BLAKE LI BRARY t o give to a stra nger 
so tha t he will be instan tly captured by the appeal of Sext on Blake and 
1rant to r ead more about him! 

Easy? 
Wen , in Part One I'v e sought to pave the wey by l ist i ng 

twelve good adventures as recorded in the IJNIO!I JACK. If t hese have the 
appeal I believe they J,.ave, it will be nstural fo r th e new read er to 
seek further per medium of t he lon;:er stories . 

But before I give the twelve titles I •ve chosen , I' ve decided 
it would be wisest to infiltr :1te lfith an extra dozen to take care of 
the transit ion f:rom pr<>-war Ul!ION JACKS t o post -war SEXTO!I BLAKE 

·-- -- - ---- · - -·- --·- -- ---- --- - - - -
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LIBRARIES. And the most obvious choice for tlmt dozen is a selection 
cf stories mtten · during too period 1939/1945, 

Here , then, is nry World liar II choice f or the newcomer, to be 
read iJllnediately :lfter the twelve titles listed in Part One of this 
article, (Did I S8/I "t,...,lve?" If the reader i s sufficiently 
interested t o fo llow through the seri es begun by the different authors , 
by this timo he should have read man,y more t han j ust ~ dozen UNION 
JAC}111) 

SEXTON BLAKE LillRARilS (WORLD WAR II VI!l'l'AGE) 

1, THE r!YSTOO MILITIAMAN by Ladbroke Black (S. B.L. 701) 
2, Tl1E SD::RElI' OF THE SI:roFRIED LlNE by M. B, Dix ( S. B. L, 717) 
3 , TllE !1l:STERY OF THE GElli''.All ffiISOlfil\ by ;; , Frazer (S,B.L , 725) 
4. TllE SD::.:Nl' OF TJlE EVACUEE by P, Urquhart (S. B,L, 731) 
5, TllE RIDDLE OF TJlE UNCE?;SORED LEl'TER by J . Hunter (S. B.L. 18) 
6. THE RIDDLE OF TJlE CAPTURED QUISLING by A. Pars ons (S . B.L. 36) 
7. T!lE AR!!Y m:FAULTIB1S SFX)REI' by L, C. Doutll',ai t e (S.B.L, 41) 
8. TllE SOLDIER lffiO CA!1E BACK by G. Cheater (S.B.L. 48) 
9. THE Imm:RY OF SQUAIROil X by l/, Tyrer (S. B.L, 53) fi 

10 . mEVIOUSLY REPORTED 1'1ISSD!G. NOW .. , by G. Chester (S. B.L. 66) 
11, THE S:,X::REI' OF Til2 IWI lfdO DI&D by R, llardinge (S.B.L. 346) 
12, THE CASE OF THE:mIGHTEIIED ,•iEN by A. Parsons (S.B .L, 348) 

There has been much ori t icism of the war-time Blake stories , 
World War II "'81'ked a definite transition peri od in too type of yarn 
presented . A certain amount of unusual frankness crept into the 
stori es, giving them possibly an air of reality at the expense of 
sooetlti.n& olse . However, no catte r what your personal opinion might 
bo , the fact r.rust be faced that pre-war a.on post - war Bl akes are 
v,istly di f ferent, lihether we like it or not , th o Bl ake lll'iter o have 
moved. with the t i.c:es - with one definitely satisfying result; Bloke 
is still with us . I have little hesitation in saying that had sane 
change .!l2i been Dade he would have l ong since "falle n by the wo,yside" . 
Soxt on BJ.aka ms proved h.inself to be a m,m who can adjust himself to 
ch'1llgOd times ar.d ci:rcwstaroes, yot still maintain his appeal , 
!!odern Blal re 11ri tcrs are .roo.lists . It is up to us to be the realists. 
to o. An:! no !ll.'.ltter how hard we try, we cu.st accept the fact that the 
wer has chlll'.g,.,>d t ho W:J// of life consid erably for most of us. 

Blclal has endured. Mcybe I sounded nostalgic in Part Ono 
when I listed stories by thoso favouri t e mtors, But credit I:1USt 
bo given t oo, to the hard work jllt in by our prescnt-do,y toam. 
__ An:! so, let 1s go back to our _ new reade r ._ .. By this til:lo he ' s 
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roc.d a dozen (or ..iore, we hope) pre-war stories, and a dozen of the 
best we.rtine adventures . Now what can we lay before him to bring 
him right up to the present ioanent with out lessening either his regard 
or respect for his neu- foWld fri end, Sexton Bl ake? 

I t isn ' t as easy as it seems now. Post -war Blake yarns have 
been crit icised s everely , I t has been cl aimed tha t writers have l'lade 
"i:ruch ado about nothing" and that page upon page of "t ri po" has been 
11ritten over such t rivial cysteries that i t actually has been an 
insult to Blake that he should have been invo lved in them at a11: 
Worse still , it is clail:led that Blake and Tinker have been altered so 
outrageously that at til::les they a,..., hardly recognisab l e . 

F:rn.'l!cly, I don 1t agree. 
Naybe we don 1t hear about C181\Y of Blake ' s old - time opponents. 

The tiain reason is that their author - cre ators have died . Another 
reason is that , since th:, Blak e yarns are nO\i oonfined t o the r.1or.thly 
iss ues ( ti10 a month) there actually isn 't room for continuous c,_"lC. 
endless e?-soc!es ;,i th crooks who always seem to beat justice at th e 
end of each adventure . In a weekly paper like the UNION JACK, lcr.g 
series deal.in.; with the some characters ·,ere possible, with a mo:,t hl;r , 
such series simply are•nt prnc ti cal . The. stories must be coo.plcte 
and justice must triumph . Blake IIIOBt bring each case to a succcsc­
ful and satisi"ru:tory conclusion and there must be no loose ends, nc 
strey rogues left to defy the law again and thumb their noses at him 
at a lat er date . 

I mention all this to justify the list of titles I would no11 
suggest t o the newcomer for post - war Blake r eading . I have road and 
enjoyed th era all myself a.'ld I say Iii th complete honesty that I hope 
to r ead and enjoy :nany more like them. 

Hore is rrry final dozen which , I hope, rill s et the seal on the 
work done by the other stori es mentioned: 

SEXTm BALE LIBRARIFS (roST-WAR) 

1. Kr Slli'Y H.P .H. by John Drummond (S . B.L. 94) 
2. \:liE RIDDLE OF'lllS HISSillG WARifil:SS by G. E. Rochester (S .:a.L. 104) 
}. Oli CO!·lPASSIONATE LEAVE by L. Jackson (S.B . L. 108) 
4 . THE AFFAIR OF THE FRATER!HSlliG SOLDIER by J . Hunter (S . B. L. 116) 
5. THE CASE OF THE !lIGh'T LORRY DRIVER by L. Jackson (S . B.L . 126) 
6 . Tl:!E l:l:"S'i'ERY OF THE WO!WI OVERBOJiRD by W. Tyrer (S.B . L. 183) 
7. THE Hl.ll!A!I OF THE HARSHES by 1/, Jardi oo (S.B. L. 204) 
a. RETIRED rnoM THE YJ\RD by ;~. Parsons (S.B .L. 235) 
?_;_ THE SFX:REll' OF THE MOROCCAN BAZAAR by A. Parsons _(s..'.~~:2~'!) .. 
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10. THE TEDJJY...JlOY MYSTERY by J, Drurmond (S,B ,L. 334) 
11, IT HAPPENED IN HllMBURG by W. Howard Baker (S.B.L. 352) 
12. ll/JIGER llJIE.ill by Peter Saxon (S,B.L . 353) 

I uould draw attention t o th e fact the I haven't worried 
whether the saro author hos been includod nor e than once, but reth or 
r.ave I aoll(;ht to gi vo a vari ety of yarns. To the list could be 
addod mey · of Rex Eardingc' s African stori es and J.nth ocy Parsons ' In ­
dian yarns, LJOst of which, in my hut:blo opir.ion , ar c very good , 

naybc i t will be fol t that r;zy "sins of ocission " are far 
&reatc r than u;; "signs of coauission". I can only sey t hat I am 
ondoavoaring to suggest a "balanced diet " for a "new Blake convert." 

I f , aft er re ading any of t he st ori es I have menti oned, we can 
win j ust one r.ore l oyal re ader I will be more than hspJlY. 

* * * * 
C,lN ANYONE SOPPLY THE /JlSffIB? 

Poser Nu!;:bcr One, 
Probably about the peri od 1920 - 1925. The opening chapt er 

read s oo;ething like this: "George ~larsden Plunnor dropped his pick 
and se t off a t a steady lope thro lJ8h tm gath eri ng nist . " This is 
probnbl,y not wo:ro perfect but the phrase "set off at a steady l ope" may 
id entify it, 
Po3er llu!::bcr Tllo. 

,l young = cal l s on Blak e , He is injured (beli eved t o 
fnciclly) an:! tolls t he fallowing fantast i c story: He is walldng 
through t he streets of London am sees a nan carrying what he takes 
to be a coconut . (The yo~ fello-~ has defectiv e eyesight). \ihat 
th e mn is rc:llly carr;ing is a severed hc:ld of drip ping bl ood. 
'i'he he:ld c.orrier, who is n deli ghtful (?) mnd professor , hire s the 
yo~ mn on :iocount of his strong nerves , t.:ikea him t o his country 
lab , or.d :bipris oc.s nim th erein until he =~,gcs t o escape t o seek 
out Bl d:e . The professor l!l.'.ll'lllfacturcs waxen forms indistinguishabl e 
fr ora humc.n fl esh am blood . 

If DI1/f reade r can say in which periodical these yarns appeared 
arul can supply title/author , I should be very much obliged. J.P. 

MY SELECTION 
By Wni t er Fl ooring 

--- · It is_ with sane trepidation .thet I pen th e fo::o~ -· 

• 
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Although 1 h8\re been a r eader of Blake for the last twenty yours rrr 
so , 1 ac by no meam an expert in Bl ake lore ; in fact, my reading -
through no faul t of my own - has been rathe r inten:li tt ent, 

I could prob ably write with a lit tl e core aut hority on Nel son 
Lee and St, Frank ' s , but hmrillg read Eric Copeman' s excell ent article 
"On Our Selec t i on .'' 1 fe l t I would like to ai r my own choic e . I 
cannot , unfortunately , pin-point every individual title as cy mooory 
is not that good, but th ere were seve ral series that sti ll stand out 
in ey oi."1 . 

So here goes: 

1 , I cannot r emember scything bet ter than the "Crioinals Confederation " 
A brilli ant series , Unluckily , I have not re ad all th e stories . 
Tho character !!lost fimly impressed on my mim is that of Dirr. 
Dolla.-id - "Tho Bat", 

2, "The Seven Sons of Cynos". (Paul Cynos series ) , Another very 
enjoyab l e series , A particular episode was brought to rrry nind 'cy 
a rece nt experime nt on B.B.C. Tel evision, t hat of the bret.k:i.nc o~ 
!ilnss by sound vibr at i ons , 

3, l ? title) , An excellent e::ample of E. S. ' Brooks writin,;s, Full 
of ac ti on and thrills . Sir Henry Fairfax, assist ant Commissi oner , 
is murdered by American Gumen and Blake t akes over hi s j ob, :·ritil 
the assistance of Waldo. · 

4 . 11Tho Men llho Wero Dead11• A rathe r bizarre s ari. es by Gwyn Evuns~ 
,rith plenty of suspense . The first story in this series uas sot 
in \/al es and the b:lclq;round was very well sket ched i n. 

5, The Proud "Trxl" series , This was a very unusual s eries enhancer . 
for me by t ho f act t hat E, S. Brooks , my favourit e auth or ,, an tho 
lrl.nner. 

6, "Seven Keys t o Bluebeard " , Another fine series by Gwyn Evens, 
detailing Bl.Dke I a adventures at hooie and over seas in search of 
the lo st seve::i keys , Plenty of actior. . 

Well, there they are , The six se ries that have stood t he t est 
of ti!!le in rrry mind , and 1 would very much lik e to read them all !lgBin, 
I am sure tha t I would enjoy them just as much. Alt ho\l8h E. S, 
Brooks was ur;J favouri t a wri t ar in t he Blake saga, Gwyn Evans r an hiI!1 
a very close seco nd, and Evans more th an ,my oth er wri t er (always 
except ing lli.ckens) will always be associated in my mind with Chri str-..as. 
His stories of th e Festiv e Season were really outstanding . 

* * * * 



----- - --- - - - 124 _ _ _ - -- -·- - ---
HOW' S YOUR M!lmRY (No, 5) by E, V. Copeman. 

The following extrac t canes fran a story which appeared in 
tho DE:rWrIVE \lEEXLY, The clues are : ( 1) It was writt en by a man 
whose name r anks with the best of the authors of Blake stories . 
(2) The story W"oS reprinted elsolihere just over seven years late r . 
liow see if you can identify the story and writ er. 

The phone bell shrilled suddenly and Tinker crossed over t o 
the instrume nt a.'¥! lift ed the r ccei ver . 

"Hullo. Yes11 he answered . 
"It ' s llarl<:or of the Yard spealdng , Coutt sy! Ho' s al l 

excited , and wants t o talk to you at once, " 
Coutts grunted, 
Til'.ke:- handed t he r eceiv er t o the ins pector . 
"Yes , ;if,.at i.!3 it? 11 he demanded. 
11There ts another of I an g.one ! 11 twanged the voice of his 

colleague , Ha.ricer, over the wires . 
".Another of them?" echoed Coutts blankly: llbo i s i t this 

time? 11 

"Otto K.-inm", csne too reply . "You know, Krimn the 
financi er . Last see two nights ago. Not a darned clue to go on. " 

Coutts stifled an oath . 
"0.K. Harker!" be snapped. "I'll · l ook into it. Goodbye!" 
He hung up t he receiver and turn ed t o Blake . 
"If t hi s sort of things happens much oftener , l' 11 be t ho 

next on the disappearing li st ", be remarked. 

* ***** 
Answer t o Teaaer No, 4 (April 1957 C.D. ) 

The author of the sto ry <poted in Teas or No. 4 was PETER 
SAT.OH, and the ti tle ·,as DAllGER AHEAD, which appeared in SEXTOll BLAKE 
LlBRA,'lY :lo, 353 pibli shed in February, 1956, As in now known, "Peter 
Saxon" is a pseudorzym for ii . Howard Baker, prolific write r and present 
editor of S.B.L. 

Balcer was responsible for the introduction of Miss Pnula 
Dane and the installat ion of a ''new Blake11 in "new quarters" at 
Berkel ey Square. Nevertheless , despite all this, "Danger Ahead" 
writt en before the cban8"-over, was a good sto ry . 



- 125 ---- -- - - -- -· 
JACK IIOR!'111S HAYCARTII 

B;y ll . H. Broste r 

John Nix Pentelov (Jack North) wrote bis beet yarns of school 

life in the early t9(X)e, in the deys bef ore electric list,ts and motor 

cars, when Englanl was at the t op in everythi ng, games es peci al'.cy. 

All through his tales you sense the pride in being English , t hOUBh 

saoo of his very best chw:acter =e fra:i othe r co.intries and otoo r 

clilles . Spprt predominates am DD other author can surely surpass 

his descri ptions of cricket and football matcnes. So tru e to life 

were t hese that you imagine yourself on the field taking part . 
F.quaJ.zy good wore his glimpses into the school lif e am he covered 

all the school in hi e storie s, the ' head ', the mast ers , t he boys frun 

prefBote dovn to the youngestfBg - and even the domestic staff Jud a 

share c£ too limelisht . Pentelowe' chnracters grew up run you sa,; 

the effect of schoo l li f e on a boye character as you lived with him 

from his early days in t he lower schoo l till he fi nishe d es a 

prefect , In ell this was interwoven a sentimental touch which oti'.o.r 

aut hors ~.oro nnd which was never over-done . Thoust, ho COOllllBllC0C 

with yarns of Wycliff e School which l asted two or t hree years he 

perhaps surpassed h.imsolf with the seri es introducing IIB.Ygarth :mi 

tho Four Naes, IIB.Ygnrth was a typical English p.iblic schoo l i n om 

of the South oaet counties . As th e name suggests it ley on tho barl<S 

of t he River Hey, a few mil es from Weybourne ond Felthorpe . It mi:i 

not far from tho old world village of llcygarth which lies on th o od;,o 

of Wanvoe lloor anl in tho shadow of t ho beautiful Wyrrel Hills , 

Typi.C.'.ll. countryside for a typi cal English School. 

The school it self , a very old am charming bui l dfI'6, consisted 

of four houses e,u;h presided over by a hOU38111DSter whose ~'ife or 

aiste:r in most cases acted as matron or house-dome. These houses, 

named North , East , South and l/est , each consisted of six doi,ni tori. es 

which · in turn t ook the name of a t own each accordingly . Thus Vast 

House, which incidentl,y was the most praoinen t in the stories , 

oonsieted of llristo l , Eioeter , Bnth , Plymouth , .Bodmin and Barnstaple , 

while such as South.'.lmpton and Brist,ton ley in South House , Newcas tle 

and ~lalld in North, Ca:nbridiie, Lovestoft and Norwich i n Boat and 

so on. Aeything from twelve to twenty boys of different sees h'an 

fifth formers down to second formers slept in these rooms . Tho 

sixth had ·their aim study - bedroans . The school it se lf was divided 

int o Upper School , the Sirlb and Fifth , the lliddle School vhich 

can~~~ Ranove and Fourth Foms . while the Third ond Se~ -- -
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no.tu:rally vere the Lover Sobool . Each Houso had its ovn four 

Jlr<!fects, one o£ which llB houso--0aptain and t heao were the only 
eoniors · allovod t o pmiah with cone or impositio1111. Cups for 
orlckot 1 footer , roving and 11thleti cs voro up fo r caapetition and 

thore were "llouso" ma±chos lllld "Dormitory" mntcbcs fo r theso lllld 

most of tho lla;ygnrth ston es centre rcwrl the ri valry betvoon houses 

and doxm.torios . The mnin charncto r in the series vo.s Jimlly 

lbckvorth 1 loodor of t ho Four l'.acs who occuw Study No. 5 in the Vest 

House, thnt is in the onrl,y deys in tho Fourth . Lat er ve find 
Jii::lzy Mlle Cnptain of lleygarth with a young cousin in the fourth and 

ra:,nrlmbly llko him in l oola3 ani temperment as he vas in the S8De fom. 

In tl'>.a earl,y CU\YB of Hcygarth the ri vals of the Four !lacs were Barry 

and Co. in tho next study . These l11St f our were a fMcins t ing quart -

otte of ch:irooter studi es . Dick Barry , the leade r , being a roUBh 

spea.ld.ng burl,y type, irel:ined in those earl,y CU\YB to be a trifle b:rutal 

alwcys at loggerheads v.i th Jimy llac, Late r as they becamo firm 
friends his characte r melloued and he becaoe perhaps secom only to 

his fomer rival in popilari ty at lla;ygnrth . Si.cilar t o him i n veys 
and build wns Cl11vering , ho of tho slow brain but so very fl'ank of ~ 

speoch. Thon Val ter Willia:, Rooke callod "Crow" , a fellow full of 

:tun am cdschiof but ona of the wry host withal . ~ 

CCl:!jlloting the brotherllood vss "Poet" Mandeville. His nick - ' 

namo gives 11 good indi cation of hi s ohnrllct er but be was physical ly tho 

vo!lk.l.ing of tro clan . A proud sensitive chap who st rove hard IJ8'll.Mt 
his lack of bodil,y strength am made up in many veys. Midwey throUBh 

tho sorios covoring the lla;ygnrth Sagn, Pontelov introduced anothar 
groro. characte r . This VB:;/ Claude Ferringe 11bo was the era.ct double 

of Jii::lzy r~ , in l ooks only , mind you. This l ikene ss t o the hero 

provided the thooe to csey a rettling good yarn as may be imagined . 

Ucod for nafarious Jllrl)OSes at the onset when he was up SB&inst 
J:i.J:J:,y but later aa they grew up and becm,e like brothe rs , this 

ast onishi!l6 likeness served its ovn ems . Another chum of tro four 
!lacs 11aa Bob Jlates ,mo certainly vas a rouan diamond at th o s tart but 

!rho liko lilBey of the rest , um er the influence of Jimlly Maclcworth, 

bocace a stalwart of lla;ygar.ll . Perhllps before ve leave this little 

band of "ten" ve had bettor e l aborate on th o "Four !lacs" . Jimmy the 

leader , a tyJ:d.onl English boy , v.i th all the mischie vous faults of such 

but vi th vom er powers of l eadership and the nbi li ty to tum enemies 

into fri ends, we have al:l'eady described . There was th e Scot ch lad 

funcan Mcleod , sturdy and strong and as CBlll\Y as IJ1JY that came from 

~ s• -~ -~8.:: . M.l of bisnative f\ln am 11i4!b spirits _ was Tarry 
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.. .ol'.eown free the "Green Isle" -A vortby representative of~ - -
fl8hting race , Canpl.etiz,g th e four was Machliwalla Khan. 'Whnt a 
wonderful character stud3• was this dark skinned boy from far off 
Inila . As stoacy as niooan , as ~ as Ji.tm;y, the "Khan" supplied 
the brni.ns in the little bond , He had the pover of mesmerian t oo and 
used it t o good Jlll1l0Se8 but never unfairly . There are mW'I}' good 
characters at llaygarth and plenty of bad ones , But llaygarth lfro 
Wyclif'fs was a .fi8!,ting school and differences were soon settled, Yea, 
J!aygarth vas a f':i.Bhting school and bottles between the boys vi th gloves 
and wi th the "rnw 1una" ,rere a star feature of the ya.rm, Porha~ 
sane cey ea,; Pontelo,r overdid tho fighting in his stories , Meybe, ou:t 
it ,ms a fiilhtillg ago and we wore a fi.j;hting nation. There you h<lve 
the main personnel , The Boys, But great consideration was g!.vez: 
to the portrayal of t he masters , A great Headmaster on t he Amok 
pattern vas tl,o Reverend Arthur Dalton . These vere real men and 
worthy roprese ntati ves of " wonderful and invaluable pr ofession , The 
stories of lieyanrlh give you everything you want , sport in most of its 
poj_:WJ)r branches , adventure , schoolboy pranks, j ust enough of th o 
fe!id.nino insti.'lCt to avoid being termed "s loppy", all realistic stuff 
and very tni e to life , :But if you want fat boys who aro so Wlatura:,. 
the'/ could not rc aj.ly exist , freak masters and i.lllpossible situations 
end the plots and themes of the stories repeating themselves a.'"ld 
copying one another tiJDo and time again, don't r ead Pentelow ·' s school 
stories , No, i£ you cane &cross 6l\Y just send them on to us, tho 
few Yho can arixrooiato a really good author. 

1/MlTED: Boys' Fner.d Librsri oa , !st series. No, 525. The Sports of 
St , Clives a.>ld ~.os. 511, 518, 519. 
Fru:D GRIFF.Ii:, 2558 GRA!iD CO!lCOURSE, BRONX, 58, NEW YORK, U.S. A, _ 
~: Nos, 10 , 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 'Zl, 29 and 183 of THE BULUlEYB to ca:iplote volwes for binding. YOUR ff!ICE PAID. 
1"1, E, CHAI·IBERS, 83 ORHE ROAD, BANGOR, CA!ID!ARVO!ISHIRE, N. WALES. 
I 11ill pey 5/- each for ney copy ofOOPS .from No. 1322 to 1365 
inclusive . Condition iu:laterial so lond as the serial "The School 
Bell" is cocplete . 
L, PACIGIAN,_ 27 iiRCHD,\LE ROAD, EASr llJLl{!Cll, LONDON, S.E. 22 _ - - · 
~: f,1.-ts mid Gens. Will exchange or buy. Hundreds of D.iplicates. 
D. 01HERLIHY, 17220 GRml!AM :m!EET, NORT!I-RIJx:E, CALIFORNU, u . s . A, . 
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HAMILTONIAN6 
canpiled b;y Herbert L<>ckenb;y 

Last conth I referred t o an article which appeared in an 
,lustralian paper, actually The De.i],,Telegraph. I t ran t o no leas 
than four columns with three i llus trat i ons and a banner heading right 
across t he four columns, "I say YOO Bounders l Remember Old Sguiff'?" 
I have boon ob~ to cut it consider ably; i t doesn 't suffer thereby 
however , for t he paragraphs I have left out dealt mainl,Y with what 
Geor ge Orwell said am we are all familiar with that by now. 

The first paragraJ'l is indeed illuminating . Mr. Monson, like 
most of his colleagues makes a fflll errors: ho makes St . Jim ' s juni or 
to Greyfriars for instance , but he can bo forgiven fo r that. 

As for that incident in London, well I wonder. Could be of course, 
but it 1s best not to start guessing as to whan it might have been. 
There ' s one sroll point, I haven' t hnd any experience of bailiffs , (I,_' 
r•ra pleased t o say, but I was under tho impre ssio n that they had to 
le cve the debto r his bed. Aeywy here it i s . 

* * * * * DAILY TRI.EX:RAH! rnIDAY I FEBRUARY 22, 1957 
The fiood of answers pourillg into tho Daily Telegraph in reply 

to Jim ,111cdougall Is re quest for th e identity of the Cornstalk, the 
Australian schoolbo-.r in Frnnk Richards I well - loved tales of Greyfriars 
School., shelfs the terrific hold these yarns hnd on a generation now 
grown t o oonhood, 

Most of the replies cace fro c men who were relying on t he 
cemory of stories they read between 1907 and 1940, when the ~la8J)et, 
the boys' paper which dealt with the doings of the her oes of Grey­
friars , uas oow.ng out each week, 

Sa, e were confused wit h their recollection of another Austral ian 
schoolboy; IC3ngaroo, or Harry 11obl e, who attended the rival school of 
St . Jic's, i.o-c,ortalised in a ca,,penion paper , The Gem, written by 
!lart :ln Clifford. 

However, the IJajority of old re aders of these schoolboy classics 
were not in doubt. · 

· They indentified the Cornstalk as Samson Quincey Iffiey Field , or 
Squi:ff, of the Greyfriars Remove, or Lower Fourth Fom , 

Quito a few wooen, most of llhan said t hoy read the llagnets and 
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Gems aft er their brothers had finished with them, also sent in the 
corroat answer. 

I was one of the l egion of schoolboys thr o1J8hout the world lihO 
read every issue of those gripping schoolb oy epics, each of which rnn 
t o about 151000 Hords. 

We read them uncritically and lov ed t hem. We were genuinely 
sorry uhcn they became casual ties of World War -II am ceased 
piblication. 

Th0\l€h th e Magnet and G<m died , th e schoolboy characters of 
Greyf'riars, whose deed were enchronic led in the Magnet - Harry Whart on 
and Co. , the fat , egregious ass, Billy Bunter, and all the res t - tOda;{ 
live on in · n series of books , still being written by their old 
ohronicler , ~ Richards . 

In these books Billy Bunter has becane th e central figure. He 
is ncu an illlnortal . 

He is a character in London tel evisio n shows, has a oowspapor 
strip cartoon devoted to his doi.ng;s, and i s discussed as if he were a 
living person by such groups of booklovcrs ae the London Old Boys I 
Book: Club . . 

Happily too , l•!artin Clifford still wri tea of Tan Merry and Co., 
and the other atalwi::rts of St. Jim ' s . 

Ani a third group of schoolboy her oes, Jimley Silve r and hi s mates, 
of Roolo,oocl School, whose exploits were once described each week cy 
Owen Gonqua:rt in tho now defunct Pelll1}' Popular, also live in book form. 

* * * 
ilo whc read .'.lil three boys ' papers - The Gem, Magnet, PellJ1Y 

Popilar - navcr doubted that Frank Richards, Martin Clifford und Owen 
Conque:rt really eld.ated . 

In London in 1934 I was si tting in a miserab l e t enement just 
behind Fl.cot Stre et with a cadaverous -l ooking young hack- writ er who 
had just laid down a script .m. ch he said was a story of St . J im1s 
for the G<m. 

He t old me, in the presence of his wife, that he had written 
several of them - at £20 a time. I didn ' t get a chance t o look 
clos~ at the manuscript, as jus t then two baliffs marched int o the 
roan and snatched up the only three i t ems of furniture in the place -
the 1able and chair fJ11f friend was working at, and the rickety old bed 
:the itlfe and I were sit t ing on. 

Hamilton is ooo of th e most prolific writers who wer lived and 
moat cri tic s aocopt that be almost certainly wrote as least 80 per cent 

-- - -- ------- -
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of t he stori es which a:ppenred under hi s various pen !lllllleS. 

He turned out ol l his sto ri es at the rate of 50 words a minute, 
and he credited with having spun 70 million words about his school­
boy and school;!irl cre ations , 

Ho first started ,m.ting about llnrry Wharton, Bob Cherry and the 
rest of the Famous Five at Greyfriars in 1907, and nore of them aged 
a year os his readers ' school dcys rolled by , 

The st ories of St. Jim1o started in 1900, and nono of the boys 
in t hat school aged ed. thar. 

Todny, half a century l at er Billy Bunter and his cronies are 
stil l in tboir same old foms, still being whacked by their mast er, 
Mr. Quel ch, and still epealcing in th o schoolboy jargon of the beginning 
of t he ocntury , 

Boys who smoke behind the Gym, are still howling cada, Horace 
Coker i s as big a bully as over, Bob Cherry is still bursting into a 
roan , ahouti.ng: "Hullo, Hullo, Hullo !", ar.d Bil ly Bunter is still 
trying to cadge tarts from Mrs, Mimble in the tuckahop on th e pranieo 
of peyiilg when a mythical postal note for a fiver turna up in tho 
dolcyed post . · '1; 

Gos.ling, tho Greyfriars school porter , sits a t his lod8e gate 
grunting , as of ol d: "Wot I soz is ·t his 1oro , I don' t want none of 
you gentlcmen 1s larks " . 

Skinner , "who doesn't pley football or cricket , is na bi g a 
rotter · as cvor, and Herbert Vernon-Smith still 11 cheery bounder. 
llosseo , tho French master , whose English is atrocious, is st ill the 
butt of his pupils , 

Wo road.ors knew evory boy in St. Jim 1e cud Greyfriara, and, 
perhaps, to a lesse r degree , every boy at Roomod , intimate!y. 

Their escapades and adventures held us enthralled t o the last 
sentence in every story . 

The aut hor of these "r attling good yarns," a confinned bachelor, 
tod,;y 11orks in his lit t le Kent cottage , uhere he li ves with only his 
cat for cOillpany, He wears a silk skullc ap as he writes. 

His face i s rather stern and unsmiling . He looks a little lik e 
the portrci ts of the fonn-maste r of the Remove, Mr, Quelch, 

He has never moved· out of tho early 1900' s ... and thet i s the 
wey his you.,:ig - and old - read ers want it. 

llotod English wri tors , including critics of th o London Times 
Educ~tional Supplcm:nt , onl tho M:mchestor Guardian, hsve placed him 
high amo~ the classic auth ors of juv enile literature. 
- --· . And the _ millions of boys_ and girls _ ho has enthralled for _ 50 years 



- - 131----
~ approve that j udpnt . 

Evon Aust roll an road ors do not think i t i s time Cornstalk camo 

bane and learned to surf . 

* * * .. * • • 

Im •s 1lB CO!fl'ROVEl!SIAL. No, 2. 

(In this now sorios, Eric Feyne discusses certain t opics of int ol'GBt 

t o students o:i' tho llBmilton papers. He givos his own opinion 

superficially , am invites you to writo to him with your vi ews on the 

aubjoet . Ho will mmnaris o read ers I l etters on th e t opic in a 
future C. D, ) 

Jlo, 2. THE CLIFF HOOSE GIRLS. 
Tho Ge!! certainly hod a vory val113ble cho.racters in Cousin 

Elthol , but she made only r= o ppearances o:,d , of cours e, plcyod hor 

port solo . Were the Creyfriars st ories strengthened or we::konod by 

the introduction of tho Cliff Houso girls? Did Fr nnk Ricli:u-ds moke 

his girl characters convincing? 
Perso nal. tnst e largely guides ono in msldng a superfici al 

miswsr to these quest i ons . General ly speaking , I myself was rv:,vcr 

very koon on tho stories which f eatured the Cliff House Girls, and I 

sanohow fool that Frank Richards was not seen at his best when h> was 

writ:u,g of thoso young ladies. At times, the epis odes in uid.clt the y 

pl.eyed a part aoCIXld t o bo stil t ed and artificial. 

It is, of course , obvious tbet there was no need t o ma.loo Or1lf of 

the girls outstaming characte r studies ; they played minor su pporting 

r oles, of necessity , and onl y the lightest sketch of t hem was needed . 

An exee;>tion to this is found in t he Sahara series of the Tuenties, 

which in my opinicn , wns the very bea t t o feature the feminine 

olelilOnt. In those st ori es , charac te r was much lliOre deeply explored , 

when t he scnt l o llii:)orie showed res olution and strength, while the mor e 

dominant Clara cracked um.er the strain . 
T"notlBil I pref erred '/I/If Greyfri ars story without the girls playing 

a ,nrt , I must admit that I think the general plan was etrell!'"t hen cd by 

having Cliff House in the back-ground, I welcomed th <XD in small 

doses . 
It ' s jus t '/I/If poin t of view. \rlbat's yours? 

* * * 
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Do You Remember? By Roger M, J enkins 

No, 23 - Gems, Nos, 1069::1qz2 - The Victor Cleeve Series 
Masters I llephews were on th e whole an wiprepossessing l ot • The 

story of i·ir. Ratcliffe I s · ne phew now seems only a sbajowy memory of 
an wipl easa.'1t boy who was wortey of his uncl e . The more recent tale 
of l·lr. !lacker ' s llllpbew was recowited i n a Clll'iously intermittent 
series which was well construc t ed but not p;,rt icular ly i nspired. Mr; 
Manders' nephew Marcus vas the most odious and memora ble of th em all : 
be featured in a series which was almost Grand Guignol in i t s 
pr esent ation to the housemaster of the Modem Side at Rookwood. 
Varied as these Series were, b<>1ever, none could hold a candle to t he 
tale of Victor Cleeve, nephew of Mr. Railt on , t he boy wo hated St. 
Jim ' s , 

In hi.s fine Annual artic l e "Red, llhi te and Bl ue", Eric Fayne 
lis t s t his serie s as one of the three best Gem seri es of the period. 
I t is pcssible t hat some collec tors, w en faced with the rich store 
of series to be fcnmd in this era , might thi nk of three se ri es tr .ey 
would cherish more than the Vi ct or Cleev e Series. But no-one would <f 
quarrel with Eric ' s apt sumning-up: "The st ories contained fas cinating 
cricket sequences , natural dialo gue , superb charact er painting , tense ' , 
situations, ·,orki~.g up to a grand climax ." · 

Victor Cl e"'{e had left his f ormer school Ul'lder a cl oud, and had 
obtaimd a pla co at St , Jim' s only through t ho i nflu ence of hi s Uncle. 
He hesi tatod to becane friendly with the others for f ear of being 
dropped if the story of t ho theft at his old school s hould becaae 
kno1-m. In a del i ghtful sequence Cardew to l d him that i f he were 
expelled and sent to a ne11 school he would act in precisely t he 
opposit e manner to Cleeve in order not t o give grounds for suspicion. 
The moral was not lost on Cleave, but ho had li ttlo time le ft, and th e 
st ory drew to a grand conclusion when it becOOlo known that the sto lon 
money was being passed near St . Jim' s . He eventually returned to his 
old school in a final blaz e of glo r-1, having won the Greyfriars and 
Rookwood matches fo r St. Jim ' s . 

What i s the secret of t he fas cinati on of the Victo r Cleeve 
series? The answer must surely lie in its cohesion. It stuck almost 
entirely to the ol d characters - Taa Merry and Co. and Jack Blake and 
Co. The story was to l d tautly and concisely in only four numbers, and 
not a word was superf l uous , not a note rang false. Above all, l ooked 
at from a distance of ti.!lle, the s eri es cay be regarded as the Iroian 
Swmner of the Gem, the last series which Charles Hamilton wrote for the 
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coloured covers . It is no wonder that to the love r of St. Jic 1s 
this ,i,ries renlly defies criticism. 

* * * 
"C0LLrel'OR1S DIGESr" OOZE CROSSWCRD No, 5 

Set by Eric Fayne 

:-1 ... ·--~--- ~ 3--- -- . lf .4 . ~5 - -6 This cross word p.izzle is for 

:-· ~ · --~ , -~ ~~ - ~7-- I amusement only, but to add t o --= ·· ..... 0 . _ _:ZC_:;,:;_z;. __ - ' ·· · · .. the in t erest a postal - order f or 
8 · I 9 ; , 10 . 11 i 5/ - will be forwarded to the 

~ ·; ;' ----:- ~ - ·~ 13 ;- - i sender of the first correct 
;,,r,· •· j__ • _:::--:,:77 ·- - j····~ solution received by the &lit er. 
~14 ' :15 ' 16~ ' : I If 0 sh to t '"'t· ,-~ . ---J---,<'«; • . ,__ ,

7 
I you do not wi cu your 

117 · , . 
1 

, • ! . .:;:?,! copy of th e C.D., ma'<e a care-
- 0 !·-·· ~- ~ ,j--- ~ Y -~ · ' ful copy of the squaxe. 

~ --+-,,.~ -~-~ Jf!!! I • • • 
·19 ; ' ,20: 21, 8:; 122 : i 
, --~ --1~:; i-r -;- -

2
·; : ~ - , 

-~ ·· ):f •· J~::::-···1 ,-· ~ • , 
, ~ ·~ ~ :251 ,§; •26 
I . • - -- / . ... . ,. . • ··- _ _,. /. 

'27 •28 :291 30 ! ·~~ ; . . - -: --~ ;·· ···- r: ~-;- ~ 1. -· 
!31: _ . . ·~ :3~ . 

ACROSS: 1 .Barbara aoo. Dick are 
~lat ed . 4, A l ett er t o 
t his oeo:ber of th e Famous Fhe 
would oa<e him bl uster. llhy? 
7 , Bunt er's score in th e double ­
innings match . a, This :f'rieoo. 

of Sext on Blake might be a giant r anger to a T. (2 words: 7 anl. 5) 
12, Damp th e fibre in the turrent - rooo. 13, Bunter needs a liberal 
one to ti<!e over . 14, Brought back from China , perhaps. 17, J.Ierely 
Dicky Nugent. (2 words: 4 rux! 7). 19 , This description of J:lmey 
Silver and Co mekes th em sound short of furniture . 22, It nelts in 
Bunter ' s mouth. 23, Tender concerning the New House? Possibly . 
25, Doorstel" and dishwate r in hall? 26, Vi th 30 down, i t 1s t:il:lbcr, 
27, Described Bunter , of course, but it would be t erribl e for the 
Terrible Three. (2 words: 2 and 7). 31, Term t hat he been ap plied to 
Fishy . 32, Whore the sti ng is. 
lmi!i: 1, A Star writer for the C.D. Annual (2 word s : 5 and 7). 2, On 
whom does Miss Fawcett dote, my master? (2 words: 7 am. 5). 3 , Herbert 
might ride to York. 4, Mr. Peckover was his Headmaster . 5, Solitary 

-- -·-- - --- - ------ ··- --· ·-- ·---- ---- - - -. 
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fonn of Christmas in France. 61 Game of numbers. 9, The week that 
18 was contirrued. 101 ArrllJl80 rice, little by litt le. 111 The 
kind of shelter where Mr. Quelch spent one Christmas . (2 words: 3 and 
4) , 151 "Billy Bunter's Bolt" . 161 llingnte•s home is there on the 
Dee, 18

1 
Martin Clifford wrote one and cal l ed i t "Cousin Ethel ' s 

Schooldays ," 20, Fatt,J Wynn takes this in goal , at a crisis. 
21

1 
Do this with yow: son ' s name at Greyfriars . 24, Where Da Costa 

cone frc:n. 281 Yarcohl 291 The heart of 24, or the like . 
301 see 26, 

* * * * 
MAG!-lET TITLES ( contimed from 124) 
1651, Conden:ned without Evidence; 1652. Grunter of Greyhw:st; 
165,, The Bounder' s Dupe; 1654, The Bl ack Pri nce of Greyfriars ; 
1655. The Tuck Hoarders ; 1656, Run Out of Greyfriars; 1657. The 
Remove Detectives; 1658. The Wanderer ' s Retu:t:n; 1659, Bi lly Bunter' s 
Bargain; 1660. The Man in the Mask; 1661. The Phantom of the Moat 
House; 1662 . The !lay of Mystery; 1663, The boy fr om Baker Street; 
1664. Tha Hooded M,'\Il j 1665. Smith's Secret lleapon; 1666. The 
Bounder on the Trail ; 1667. Six on the Warpath; 1668. The Japer of 
Grcyfriars ; 1669. The Secret of the ~-Out; 1670, The Thief in the 
Night ; 1671, A Black-out Blunder; 1672. The Elevent h Hour; 
1673. Vernon-Smith's Last Fling; 1674. Bounder and Slacker ; 1675. 
The Bounder ' s Triwph ; 1676. Sir llill i am1s Double; 1677, The Mystery 
Men of Eastcliffe Lodge ; 1678, The Unseen Enemy; 1679. Billy Bunter's 
H:ur- Raid; 1600. The Han fr<Xl Gemany; 1681, The Spy of the Gestapo ; 
1632. The l!azi Spy' s Secret; 1683. The Shadow of the Sack . 
(Uote: When trn 1-IAGl!ET ceased publication on the 18th !iay1 1940, owing 
t o paper shortai;e the following fow: stories which hDd been written 
genuinely by Frank Richards , were never publish ed :-
1684. 7ne Battle of the Bee.ks; 1685, Bandy Bunt er ; 1686. What 
Happened to Hacker? 1687, The Hidden Ham.) 

I wi.11 exchange 1pink 1 Union Jac1'.s or pay cash fo r any of the following 
Union Jaclrs: 113, 114, a6 , 123, 124, 1281 129, 151, 184, 185, 186, 
1re; 189, 193, 203, 358, 506, 508, 510, 514, 515; 516, 517, 520, 521, 
524, 527, 533, 563; 572, 575, 585, 586, 588, 592, 612, 615, 620, 649; 
653; 657, 659, 662, 666, 667, 668, 670. 675, 676, 677, 679, 600, 682; 
684, 687, 669, 691, 693, 695, 703, 704, 709, 711, 717, 720, 721, 725, 
7271 732, 733, 740, 8381 lffiS. J, PAC!(l,'.Ali1 27 ARCHDIJE ROAD, EAST 

DUL\IICH, LON1XlN1 S.E. 22. 

• 



- - ---- - -- · · 135 -- - -- - -- - -
S. B.L. REVmiS 

by Walter Webb 

Al'RIL 1957 
Deadline for lmger (No, 300) Arthur Maclean. 

A straneel,y asso rted bunch of crooks striving by means of 
blaolonail, murder, and !Nery strategy known t o crime , t o get thei.r 
greeey talons on a necklace of black pear), of imnense value precipitates 
Blak e into vhat m.'.lY prove t o be his most exciting case of 1957. Loaving 
Pl.y::,outh in the Bentley for a rendezvous in Torquay in darlmess , Bltlke 
loses his uey i:mongst th e narrow , twisting , South Devonshire l<lne3, ond 
finds hir.lsolf heading for Ashburton . In th o neighbourhood of Buck­
fastloist, , the car bccanes fast embedded in a ditch , an:l BlllkD I s first 
thought is to get to a tel ephone . This l eads him t o hie fat eful. 
MOeting 1tith the lovel,y Ve'DIJ/f Cemplet t, his introducti on to a ctnll'llll,l , 
unscrupol ous crook named Howard Storey, an:l the suave , cal cn la tin(; 
lnwban:l of Yoney, Louis Cw,,plett. Other charact ers quick],y inni=te 
thel!'.Belves , On st age a beautiful Chinese girl MJ:led Ruby Yen; Vivian 
Kana, je,ml thief and pearl buyer; Finch , a dope addi ct. llhcn &wy 
ooa.lissions b:!J:1 to get the pearls, stating that t hey are really hers 
since they bel onged t o her father vho vas curdered in def ending his 
pro perty, Blnko pre t ends t o beli ovo her story. Aided by 'l'inker Md 
Ni ck Reute r , enothe r assistan t, he goes into action , but it's tm 
brutal slcying of VcllS// which renll,y rouses Blake into implacable I volccnic mobility , end his re lentl ess p.irsui t llJ'ld denunciation of tho 
curdercr :ml th e rec overy of th o pear l s makes a satisfying cl.iJ:w.x t o 
on e::..-tr oordinory well-writt en and grip ping novel. 

Rilting Very good 

* * * 
Fl as hpoint f or Treruion (No. 379) D'.JBJond Reid . 

Dosnond Roid is going to find favour (l!IIOngst macy old-tim ore 
,tit h this story , for not onl,y hos ho once again brOIJ8ht Tinker s.'"iould er­
tershoul dor vi th Blcl<e, as in th o past , but hos re-introduced en old 
fa.vourite oharecte r as veil , Sext on Bloke and Tinker versus Huxton 
~er in Australia ! I t reads like old times , and if one does 
experience a pang of disappoi ntment it is in the fact that Mary Trent , 
Jlo,,:,er' s attractive partner in maey n past exploit , is not fe atured . 
Offered the SUD of fifty thousand pounds by th e Syndic ate ( that - -- - -- -- --· - . -- ---- ··--· - ·--- -- -



-- -- -------- -- 136 --------
(international confedera tion of cri.cinals , we first heard of in S.B.L . 
!lo. 374) for Coo::onwealth rocket secrets , R;,t,er breaks into th e 
closely guaxded Woooera Rocket Range, in the re search planning offices 
of uhich he photogra~d plans , reports and details of everything likely 
to be of value to the Syndicate. In the process he kills Sir Francis 
Som ers , chief research scirntist of IIOO!lera. Free this cor.:ent he 
finds himelf on the run, with his old enenies , Blake am Tinker in 
hot pursuit. Partnered by a particularly nauseating crook , a sadist, 
of the unusual nai:,e of Nucky Bester , Ryner escapes by plane with Blake 
a.'ld Tinker boum hand and foot aboard. The crooks bale out l eaving 
the pilot dead across the controls and the Baker Street pair doooed to 
certain deat h na the plane dives earthward . How they escape and 
retri eve the plans w.cs an exciting clinax . 

Rsting Very good 

* * * * * 
~ 

Special lliition - Nurtlcr (Ho, 381) Arthur Kent 
Sir Henry Proal uas a genius whose unli.!:i.i ted capabilities gained 

hiD success and face as e newspaper owner. This was reflected in 
the fact that the chain of newspapers he controlled enjoyed both a 
wide and heal tey circulation . Entirely devoid of the bet t er of hu:laJi 
foolir.gs - cold ruthless and without pity. Proal , neverth eless , 
co,,n mded both f ear and respoct acongst hi s ec:pl oywes. Sexton Blake's 
feelings were quite different, he hated Prcal intensely, am when two 
of the latter's m:ployees, one Daphne Drew, who ran the probl em page , 
and Percy Ler.nox-Craw, his secretary, were found murdered an:i 
sus picion fell upon Proal , his detective was secretly pleased at the 
oppo:-tuni ty of strengthening those suspicions int o sooiething 1.1ore 
CO!JCl'Ote. The brutal killing of Fay Coleman, a repo rt er on a rival 
nowsi,ap;or, also had t~.c fi.'lgCr of suspicion poi nting in Proal ' s 
direction . But was P-rool, who had good reasons fo r exteminating too 
three, tho guilty :nan? It could oquslly have been any of several 
meobcrs of Proal •a staff, Lawronoo Craddock, editor of the Sunday 
Sont incl for oxamplo; Charles Kane, a report er and one-titl e fighter 
ace in the R,A,F.; Gerald Faber • an aspiri:lg editor; Sylvania Marlon , 
society r eporter . Arthur Kent 11hose work can occasionally be seen in 
tho pagos of Tit -bits, has written a novel of grip and swipenso , given 
BWcc a .;,ood sho11ing nnd introduc ed that old fnvouri te , Coutts of the 
Ya.rd. Splash Kirby is also featured. _ I _ havo n~ -~s i_!at~~l_l ~ - - - ··· 

• 
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.. Very good. 

* * * 
V:ication with Fenr (No, 382) Jack Trevor Story. 

Tho scen e - Madrid I s famous art gallery , the Prado. 
The players - A group of English tourists, members of th o 

Sunshine Tours (London) Ltd. Meet Harry Parnell , a young drumfilcr and 
singer; ·Tony, his friend, a musician; George Bannister , a bria.;o 
desi8>Jer, the thrco most important moo;bers of th o party . !1011 ovor to 
Judy .Anderson, an attract iv o redhead, and her blonde frien:l, Edith 
Butt , American teensgers on holiday, sigh ts eei ng in Spain. Edi th 
taldng a fillr. of a posi11s Judy with a small cine camera went unheeding 
about her t ask as five bandits dressed in the military unifore of th e 
Guardia lfacionale held up the surprised gathering and proceodod to 
remove an El Greco painting from its frame. Still Edi th continued to 
filn. When, later , realisation dawned on th e bandits that their crim e 
could bo brought ha:,c to thm on th e showing of the film, t.'1ey ki dnapp.."<i 
the g1rl s in an effort to ext ra ct it from than . But var i ous tortures 

and indignities to which they subjected th e gir l s pr ovod of no avail to 
the ba!>.di ts - the film was in the possession of Parnell and his fri em. 
Blako and Tinker, wor!dng on behalf of Scotland Yard made bclu t od 
appearanc es , their objective being Bannister , who was wanted on a charge 
of poiso?'.ing his wife in England. But what intrigued Blake about the 
affair uas that the robbery was undoubt adly the work of one of tho 
rniccrous te :.tacles of that gigantic underground crime organis at i on 
!Clown as the Syndic at e (sec S. B.L. Reviews Nos. 374 and 379). Not 
typical Story, and readers who like Blake featured pro::inentzy a..-., 
likezy to be dis a9pointed . 

Rating .. . ...... . . . Good 

* * * 
(JucJ.p.ng by other reports the s tory with Buxton Ryocr was very 

well liked. It will be very i nteres ti ng to see what the Australian 
contin;;ont have t o aey . H. L. ) 

-~ = Boys Friend Libararies, 1st Seri es, No. 525, Tho Sports of 
St. Clive ' s and Nos. 511, 518 , 519. 
IBED GRIFFIN, 2558 GRIJID _CONCOURSE, BRONX, 58, _ NE.V YORK, -~~ ·.~·--
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ilORE SACKCLOrH A!ID .AS!IES, An ai r- l e tter just rec eived froc Eric 
Copecan points out that tho lll'ticle "First Thoughts on th o School 
Friend" tmich appe!ll'ed wt JJonth was written by Sydney Smyth and not 
by him. Fortunately it arrived j ust in ti.me for ce to offer r:,y 
sincere opol ogies to Syd, for this unfortW1ate error. Tho art i cle had 
BOt ottached to SO!ile of Eric I s articles and as i t was done on a 
sinilar typewriter, on th e sa,:,a sized paper and hadn ' t Syd's nace on 
it , ,;ell it happer.ed. I'c nll the more sorry because Syd sent it 
quite a long til:le ago and had been very patie nt, Of a truth I shlln I t 
forget the April 195'7 C. D. in a hurry, H, L. 

* * * 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

Hostaw, 328 Stockto n Lane , York . 
Phone: 25795 

* * * * * * 
Recent contr oversy about the authorship of several sto ri es about 

the chums of St , Frank 1s has focussed at tention on the period covering 
the final months of 192C and the ear l y months of 1921, so much that I 
thou,zht it might be well worth looking more closely at what was going 
on at that important em jus t after the first World War in relat i on 
to tho llelson Leo story. 

First then , let us look at the NE!.SON LEE LIBRARY itself. Still 
in the origi r.al snall se ri es , tho stories uere flowing from Edwy 
Searle s Brook' s pen in his best style . Towards the md of the sumer, 
Brooks had ended his magnificent series about the Amazon t o which tho 
Col. Fa·.,oett story had lent additional int erest , and in which young 
St anley Verrigrui of the Ancient House Third fem was rcuni t ed Iii th 
hio lost explorer father , Col, Verrigan . 

We then went on to adventures nearer hOOlC - too arrival of Dick 
Gooduin, th,:, inventor of tho !lcmove; too comin;: of Levi and his 
buil ol\'., of a ncu cinema at Bannington; tho interwoven st ories of 
boxer Ernost Lawrence and of the Swale- Fox twins ; and th en th e 
holida,y series in f1ordania with its thrilling battles against tho 
Tagossa , 

Th.:lt covors~riod frm June, 192C to~ 1921. - - ·· · · -

• 
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In the NUGGm LIBRARY which appe=d at t ho rate of two 

volUiOOS a month there uere appearing st ories of seve ral kinds . Among 
them were Nelson Lee and Nipper detect i ve sto ries written by Andrew 
!~ and bringing in such famous characters as the !Ion. J obn Lnwlesa , 
Kew and Carlac, and Trouble Nantucket . 

There were also reprints of St. Frank ' s sto ri es by Brooks which 
bad o~ appeared in the Boys ' Realm . They i rduded the Master 
of the Remove ( the story of the actor-mast er who took the pleoe of Mr. 
Crowel l during bis illr.ess), t he Honour of St; Frank ' s (in which Edgar 
Fenton, school captain played a leading rol e ), and the st ori es of the 
caning of Augustus Hart and Timothy Tucker, 

In Jul,y, 1920, there appeared the first issue of the new miokly, 
THE IIUGGm \IEEKLY, which cOiilbined the former Prairie, Detective and 
Robin Hood Librari es, and ro t aiood t heir bast features. Thero '102"'l 

stories of Serlon Blake , Robin Hood, Buffalo Bill and Nelson L<>e anc. 
Ni ppcr , llr.long J1JBJ1Y others. Arthur Jones, Harry Lane I Fred Bennett snd 
Leomrd Slti.elds wore le2ding artists. 

Tbs ccrliest issue included a st ory called the Honour of St , 
Frank 1s , I t was doscribed in the advertisement in tho i .L.L. as ".'.l. 

.!!2!!. serial by tho wtbor of the st ori es in the Nel son Lee LibrarJ," I 
hnvon1t rend it , so I don't knoll if it' s t he same ynrn as tho montw.· 
story with the some title, The odd thing is that the ~ story ia 
advertised in July; th e monthly story came out in October, '1hich sccn.s 
unduly quickly for a reprint, however good a sto ry , The advertisement 
in the Nelson .Leo Library· is edged by sketches of St , Frank's Md of 

Edgar Fenton , so it would appear to be the same story. 
"It was th e first of 13 St , Frank ' s reprints in the llugget 

Library , run all the rest originated in th e Boys' Realm, of uhi cil z;:ore 
lator , 

It 11!lS , apparently , the only St. Frank ' s st ory in th o NUGGE'I 
liEE:ICLY, for inm:cdiatoly following it c=o an entir ely now and original 
series of stories of Nelson Lee' s fight against the League of tho Green 
T:r:Lm1gl.c ; ?:rofessor Zi..'lgl'!lvc and Jim too Paman. This was the series 
in 11hich Leo, Nipper , Lord Dcrrimore, Zingrnv e and tho Green Tri:mglo 
cla8hed ovcntually in n subterranean wonder land i n .Antarctica, lfith 
Leo and )iiD fri cros wore Raymond Grey, inv entor of the Flyillg Fish, o 
now aeroplane - suboarine , and his rescued newphew, Major John Bar.ronee. 

This µrodeccsso r to t he later Nov Aziglia series in the N .L. L. 
was later reprinted i.'l three issues of the Boys ' Friend Lil:rory in 1923. 

So t cr as the BOY$' REAU! was concern3d , thare v ere at this 
~o§ _a _~bcr . of aorio~ , ag of _which we_re re¢ntod iP.. t _W]Il..9n:!;W;Y. _ 
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JIUGGm' Lll!R.0.RY. Thoy range from Tha Outsider , the story ot Langley­

~;oscyll Md his clrums, to Nipper' s Circus Clrum. I haven' t r ead all of 

i;,.,so, but Jock Murtogb's survey of the Nugget Library reprints in tho 

1953 C,D, Al::nual for 1953 detoils the subject mntter of tho stories . 

,):,. thos o I hnvc rcoo., Md bearing in mind tho ?luggot reprints ard my 

~otr.tion recent ly of the Boys' Renlm editor ' s cements on lotc r stor­

fas by other vritors thnn Mr. Brooks, I think we would bo scfo in 

.wncing th:it only Brooks I ynrns vere hor.oured by 11 r,,print . 

Thllt is r:,y own deduction, 1lt1!fW'11/, ond I shnll avni t vi th int erest 

tho "jury 1e" verdict 

111n•NIN ... ~-IHHl-"lill l llllll lllt ll l llllll lllll llHii ll lJll* H** ....................... * 

OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 

LCJIIXJN SWTION 

A far cry from Kenya to East Mwich , but Bill Hubbard and Roaer , 

Stacey, who had several talks about the old books in the former place 

nov met at Len Facl<man I s bospi table abode to renew the conversation . 

Another very welcaae member attending for the first ti!l>e wa.s Frank 

Lambe who came along with his sister , M.iss Milli cent Lyle. Once again 

I have to state that it waa a very happy and enjoyable meeting , the 

infomal. discussions were delisbtful . 
Bob \lhite r •a reading from ''Magnet" 1168, "Bunt er the Ink 

Splasher " ,ra.s uell received ond caused much J.au8bter . The listeners 

wore advised to listen carefully as a quiz would be hel d Ullllediatoly 

after t he reading , Roaer Stacey , Hylton Fl.stc:m Md Laurie Sutton 

wo::-e t:,e three best listeners as they occupied firs t place . I n fourth 

plnce uere the folloong :- l'.iss Lyle, John Addison, Roger Jenkins and 

Lon Pac!= . A.-iother resdir ~ was th e one by Bob Blythe dealing vi t h 

DOat of t.'1e St . Frank1s Rebelli ons. 'l'hCl!John Addison gnve us a very 

good account of ''The liistor., of Grcyfrio.ra", how the old abbey first 

owe into being , Ho shewed 11 drsving of it and both hie and Bob 

Blythe I s t:ill<s wore greatly apprec i ated . • 
Finally on Bob Blytho I s suegestion we had ono of the good old 

o.lir.inator coopetiti ona. The key vord was Talbot. A tripl e tie 

hero llS Bob Whiter, Len Pockmn and Bob Blythe wore in the first place 

and t r ailing along in fourth placo was Regor J enkins . A vory fi oo 
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gi,.thering with an exoollent feed a:od as hitherto stated delight:f\Jl 
inforoal discussions. 

Next ceeting provisionally fixed for Wood Green on 3u:ndll.Y, M'\)' 
19th. 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

* * * 
NORTHERN SEX:TION MEEl'IllG1 APRIL 13th , 1957 

How quickly th e yocrs pass; here we were llSSembled for the 
Seventh Annual General Meeting, and what a happy meeting it was, <1Ver<J­
thing in hamoey , and a balance sheet presented by Gerry Allison 
shoo!\'.; the Cl ub in a very prosperous condition. There was not a 
single expression of critic ism. 

Stanley Sci th , who had so successfully acted as chainnan for the 
past few months was unani.cously el ected to hold th e post for the 
coming year• 

On the proposal of Gerry Allison , J. Breeze Bentley was cordi al ly 
thanked for his faithful service as chairman for so man,y years, often 
'&llder difficult ci=stances. The rest of the officials were re­
elected en bloc . 

The treasurer read a very cordial letter from Frank Richards in 
which he said he would be delighted to continue to ac t as Presid ent 
of the Club . 

Outings in the =er were discussed, York and Chesterfield boil'€ 
mentioned as likely pl.aces with other Clubs joining in. 

Business over, we got down to om of Gerry ' s games , marvellous 
how he finds sanething f resh JJonth after month. He followed it with 
a quiz and an SIIDllling reading from a Gan, "Gussy the Ventriloquist . " 

Next month Ernest Whitehead starts the 8Ulllller seas on ' s prcgr&"Do. 
Ho put on a jolly good show last year and I hazard a guess he will 
again. The date - !·lay 11th . IIERBOO LECKElffiY 

North Section Correspond ent . 

* * * 
REPORI' ffiCM l!IDLAND mlANCH OF MEEl'IIIG HELD 25th MARCH, 1957 from Rarey 

Brester - Secretary . 

A vory voll attend ed "eating gave a waI111 velccme to a new member 
}ir . S. T. Wisc fran Willenhall. A lroen Hamilton fan Mr. Wise S8W an 
article by the writer in Wolverhampton "Express and Star" giving an 
8'.'c~":1:_~f'._:1_::_'.'~~t~ .ood ·~ -th e Happy Hours" _aro ~tly contacted 
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nc ,,i th n vi m• to j oining our Midlaro Club. \lo ore hopi~ a simila r 
venture in th e Binningh,:i:, "!fail" will have succ essful resu lt s. The 
progrru:ime for the night wss quite a change from previous, ns first we 
hnd a really exccllont talk en t he "other B.B. " by our treasure r 
Uorm:in Gregory. Aftor 11 canparison of the two charac ters Nonoan gave 
us details of t he career of Buffalo Bill first as an Army Scout and 
later as n shou:nnn. How there were 1'Dll.Ily hundred fictional t nl cs woven 
round tho advcntul'os of this famous Amer ican national hero. Also 
details of true accounts o.nd one in p!lrt i cular by Rupert Croft Brook 
recently J:llblished . AB Tm Port er said, t he only thiQg we could find 
fm>.lt rith reg:ir<liI,8 this tclk was its brevi ty. Our next it em and we 
str eyod miles muzy l!nmiltonin was a holiday fill:l wit h the Riviera an! 
Ilcntor., i n p.:u-ticul::r !lS the l oc11tion. No need to describe its 
excellc .nt col ouring , everyone knows wmt the Rivi era means in t erms of 
col our end gmoty . Frcnlc Rich:lrds has described it times enough in 
K"ll'lcts and G-Oms. Altogothor we = congratul ate George Chathnm on 
r,1ving us a grand item and we hope it will be repeated . The night 
concluded with a "St, Som" short sto ry from th e Greyfrinrs Herald and 
rend in her USU.'.ll competent way by Mi,~ Corbett. 

* * * 
H::RSEYSIDE !ruNCH O.B. B.C. - SUNDAY 14t h AmIL. 

I t >'!lS a ple r= to seo such a large gathe ring at t he second 
n:octing at our new wldrcsa . After the busin ess and f inancial details 
hnd been given by t ho Ch.:rimnn, Don Webst er told us that Herbert 
Lockonby would bo pcying us a re turn visit next month for tho Mey 
~coting . It is hoped that there will be a l3I'gc at tendnnc o for this . 
1 form.."1 welcoro was t hen given t o Frank Unwin on hie return to t ho 
Club and of course t o Li vorpool. \lo al l hope that he has tm 
plo n:mrc of sooiJ\(: his team toko i t a rightful pl ace next seas on. 
Fronk ;Jrn,in t hen gave us a fe w words sayi ng how happy he was to be 
back ~ " , ruid " t oast was then given t o the Club rmd its new Helld-
qU.'.lrters. F:-ank'then gcve us his Vi..-rsi on of "Down You Go11 with a 
str ong Grcyfrinrs , St . Jit1 1s etc . fl evour . This tur ned out very 
successful and it is proposed t o repent it again . Library business 
concluded th e :ooeting . 

llert gat hering , Sll?ldey 12th May at 7 p.m. sharp wi t h Her bert 
Lockenby as guest of honour. 

NORMAi! PRAGNELL 
Secretary, Merseysi de Branc h O.B.B.C. 
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LllffllR l!OX 

T.&XB WARNIIIG 
CUILll'OHD AIIISS LTD. 

~ Craven Btroet, London W.C. 2. 

1lellr Mr: Lockonby ' 
I thought you would li1m to know that the Billybter •a o.m 

AmmaJ. is proving tbs great aiccesa we thought it would. I telt you 

should know this, as I don •t vant an:, ot yw.r read.era to be disappoint­

ed it they find the book 1a sold out ear]J- in September. Thay can 

easily avarca:ie thia danger by placing tbair order .l!2!t either with 

the:1r local bookshop or wri ting direct t o ~ distribu tors llee81'8. 

Hulton Pxess, Hulton House, Fleet Street, London E.C.4. 
With beet wishes, 

DeerHerbert Leckenby , 

Tours eincere]J-, 
B. II. l!AlHE-POWELL 

* * * 
Rose La>n>, 
KineiJPti,, 

Kent. 
April 6th , 1957. 

Thanlm for the C. D. '1'be picture reprodu ced on the cover was a 

recinder ot a ve-ry distant da;y. It D>&t be veil over half-a-centwy 

since I wrote that story , specially tor Hamilt on Edwards, if I · 

.J.'IEOOlber correotly . It is rather pleasant to be reminded of the Wl)18 

vben I used to call at the Old Carmelita llouae to see lw:I, and alveyw 

found hill Jc!.nd and affnble to a sa:lellbat diffiden t yo~ fellow . They 

were good old WIY8. 
I found pages 105/6 in this iaaue of the C.D. very egreeablo 

reading , l\y thsnk3 to Gerry illison and Jack Vood for their very Jc!.nd 

appreciation of the lates t bter book, 
Now just t o lllDU80 you I will mention tha t lately I have had tho 

hri8ht id.ea ot writing sane short bter stories in Latin . lley ve, 

ane ot these da;ys, see Villl an George amter replacing CaiUB Julius 

OaeBlll'l Fancy the Third Fonn called upon to const rue "Tempest as 

calida orot , e t Jlunterw, prilllo dmmitobat , tum dolllliebat . Cnput ejUB 

illclinabat , mu= ex narirus emsnanto." I almost think they would 



liJa, it bettor than tho Cellio Var. 

· With kiDlo8t 1'06111'da, 
.&l~ :,our sincerely, 

F!UNX RICIIAIW! 
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