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CHAIR 
.Q!!.lQ!l!, On May 11th I at tended the Northern Section Meeting. ~ 
next morning saw me setting of f br~t and early to Liverpo ol, picking 
up Harry Dowler at Manchester. Friday the 17th found me at 1 p ,m. at 
!lliJ8' s Cross looking out for Len Packmsn' s familiar figure , with the 
London Club's Meeting on the Sunday, The three L' s! I had a 
heavenly ti me ~t each , It was a unique experience to attend three 
Club Meetings in eight da,ys, all packed with the spirit of good-will , 
At \lood Green I was particularly pleased to n:eet Bill Hubbard from far 
off Kenya. 

The da,y before there was also quite a livel y gathering at 
Derek Adley 1s home at Harrell, 

Owing to a missed comection , Barry Dowler and I arrived at 
Liverpool an hour and a half late. Neverthe l ess , there w<re Frank 
Case an:i No:nmn Pragnell on the look-out like a couple of members of 
the Liverpool C,l ,D,, despite th e fact that we arr i ved at a different 
station to the one original..ly intended, 

Happy da,ys! It was al l well worth the 650 milas or so I bad 
to travel . 

* * * 
ANOTHER TRAVELLER. Bill Hubbard te ll s me tha t Bernard Thom e l eaves 
Toronto by air on August 1st fo r sevent een days stay in &,gland, You 
will receive a wa:rm welcome Bernard, I assure you. 
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GRJ.'ID GIFT. Charli e Baker of Caernarvon has presented me with an 
al bum con taining sco r es of splendid photographs of covers end f ront 
pages of popular boys I weeklies reduced to a size suita ble for the 
cover of our mag. 

A fine gesture which is greatly appreciated by 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBERT LECKENBY 

I I IIH IN I 1U Jiii iN 1111)1 IIIIU l llli!NII lllltl I 11 1 11 II ll lllll 11 I I l l II I ltllN II I II .II :II I I U I 

WANTED URGEZITLY - Pink covered Union Jacks as follows: - No, 206 
"Sexton Blake-Whal er "; No . 404 "The Flying Column"; No. 504 "The 
Long Trail "; !lo. 752 "The Gol den Reef"; No, 878 "The Island of 
Death". Your Pric e Paid. 
A. G, S:r.um:;N, 33 GRAS!IDIB AvmlJE, HEA'ION CHAPEL, srocKRJRT. 

WANTED - Old Picture Show and Picturegoer Weeklies ond Annuals, 
iither" Fillll Guides etc. 
A, J , SOUTBIIAY, P.O. Box 4. , BEACONSFIELD, C,P, , SOUTH AFRICA. 

WA!l'l'E'.D - SP, C. 1 -35 incl. , Knockout Annual s , Thrillers for the yea:r: 
1930, Nelso n Lee Lib, 537- 543 incl. , 547, 548, 550-560, 563, 566-
568, also N, L.L , 2nd new series , 121, 122, 129, 130, 133, 135-140, 
155, 156, Good condition only , lli.;h prices paid. Many U.J•s, 
S.B . L' s, Dreadnouglits, Boys' Friend end othe r papers with Sexton 
Blake stories, serials or articles wanted. Can you oblige ? Many 
thanks . 
VICTOR COLH'l, 8 Bm.FSFCRD .I.VENUE, BEVERLY HILLS, 11.s.w. A1BI'lU.LIA. 

I will exchange ' pink ' Union Jacks or p,,y cash for any of the follorlng 
Union Jacks : 113, 114, 116, 123, 124, 128, 129, 151, .184, 185, 186, 
188, 189, 193, 203, 358, 506, 500, 510, 514, 515, 516, 517, 520, 521, 
524, 5,n , 533, 563, 572, 575, 585, 586, 588, 592, 612; 615, 620; 649, 
m,m.~ . ~.~ . ~.m;m,m,m,m,m,B , &, 
684, 687, 689, 691, 693, 695, 702, 703, 704, 709, 711, 717, 720, 721, 
725, 7,n, 732, 733, 740, ~ . 
MRS, J. PAOOIAII, ,!/ ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULl/ICH, LONDON S . E. 22. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS - James 11, Cook' s address is now 32, PILGRil'6 WAY, 
tlENBLEY, MIDDL&SEX. 



conducted by JCSEP!IINE PACKl!AN 

2'71 Archdale Road, East Dulvich 1 London S.E122, 

Several more lists of I those 12 favourite "U.J . • 1 storias hove 

now reached me end will shortly appear in Blakiana, 
Ber\ert Leckmby 1s little artic l e in this issue was originally 

intended for April - following Frank Loy's "Sexton Blake and l6iB 

Dowson• in March. The delay is regrettable but , for lack of spnce , 

unavoidable , 
I also have much pleasure this month in presenting en art i cle 

by lliss Bette Pate of Austxalia , Bette and 111Y3elf have been corres­

ponding for some little while, and I ma:/ sey she is a very keen Blake 

supporte r , I am hoping Bette will send further contributions for 

this sect ion of the "C, D. • and I ea certain tint when YCll have rood the 

article ,'f'u will all say the same. 
JCSIE PACKMAN 

• • • 
THE OT!El SEXroN !!LAJCE'S FIRST CASI 

By Herbert Leckenby 

Prank Z.U,, in bis interesting article in March, stated tha t in 

the ear ly deys there was no at tempt at a Sexton Blake Sap and that the 

stories hsd very little in common. Frank was qui te right , for I 

reioo:nber another story which told of Sexton Blake •s first case , It 

appeared about ei8f,t years earlier in the 1'1· 'Onion Jack 1 No. 125, 

and was enti tled "Bow Sexton Blake Won His Spurs". Tile author was 

W. Shaw Rae, end for bis hsclqp,ound he went back quite a while , 

It ' s a long time since I read the story and I have foreotten 

the details, but I do recall that Blake had en exciting time en the 

"Prin cess Alice" when it sank off Gravesend with a great loss of life , 

I believe I sm ri.8bt when I say t oot tragic event took place Ws:J bllok 

in 1878! At the time he was a,pposed to have just finished bis 

career at Csnbridge . Thus it would appear that if Bl.Bice bed birth­

days like most of us do he would by thi s time have passed the century 

mark and dus for en honourable re t irement , And in thos e fer off ~ 

when the longest lived character in all fiction took up his first 
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'fir st cas e • the glamour girls would wear uinoli.nes and show I19 more 
than an ankle; and instead of a Bentley he vruld percllance, set off 
in chase of a master criminal on a penny - farthing. 

Yes, verily, there were chllnges in the Sexton Blnke Saga 
before the move to Berkeley Square . 

* * * 
THE MAGIC OF SEXTOII BLAKE 

By E. J . (Bette) Pnte 

(With grateful ncknowl'3d8emmt to Victor Colby for his help­
ful suggestions and enc~t which mads t his article possible . ) 

"Sexton Blnke did everything except live, yet it may be that 
he is more alive than many living persons . " 

- Reginald Cox (Saturday Book No. 6) 

Doubtl ess you, who read this article, knew Sexton Blake well, 
as an ol d friend, long before I was born, And just as cert a inly you 
ha.ve as ked yourself on many occasi ons the s ame question as I am 
posin g now •• • "What is the magic of Sexton Blake?" Why do these 
st ories of his expl oits exercise such a fas cina tion over so many 
read ers ••••• just whst holds their intere s t in the beginning and J:lakes 
their enthusiasm increase in direct ratio as their acquaintance vi th 
ficti on •s greates t detective l engthens? Have you f ound the answer? 
I think I have ! 

When firs t one discovers Sexton Blake ani the inimitable 
Tinke r there is the fascination of t he name it self; unusual, almost 
bizan-e, the ll!llle of Sexton Blake, once seen it not easily forgotten. 
Distinctive in itself, it is redolent of m,ystery and adventure - his 
Christian nme breathes sn aura of the graveyard conjuring up visions 
of dark nights , cree~overed churches and dank tombs tones , behind 
which lurk ghouls and ghosts . And Blake! A typi call,y British SUl'­

name, it is clear an:! concise with a decisive ring. What a wonde?'­
ft:l combination the two make! The r eader thus runs throUi!lt the 
gai:,ut of al l possib l e motions of hiB!l adventure and racking suspense 
conjured up by the nsme its elf . 

Now that we hsve been fonoally introduced we become aware of 
the dynamic personality of th e msn himself. Sc vital and al iv e does 
he become that one finds onesalf speaking and thinking of him as 
t hoUi!lt, in reality, oo were living in Beker Street . Long acknow-
l ed8e<i as a part of English folk lore, Sexton Blake •a appeal lies partly 
in the f act that he is what was once proudly regarded as a typi cal 
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Eng].islmian. His appeal t oday is universal; young and old, regard-

l ess of sex or race , across the length Md breadth of Europe, "down-­

under" here in Australia Md spanning the gulf of l8J18UAg8 or colour , 

all have fallen under the magic spell of this quiet Englishman . 

A master of 1118ke-up vh> fascinates by his genius of di sguise 

when the occasion demonds, he is so essenti ally British in thought snd 

action - his deep sense of petrioti11D 1 his calmness in the face of 

oonfli ct el vays make his admirers glad that he is upholding the old 

traditions. Lila! a sldltully cut 8""' his personality has mal\Y facets 

vhioh flash and sperlcle as the pases are turned and the tale unfolds . 

Stam , yet withal so lnnane, the flash of an angry eye is balenced 

by an amused tvinkle vben the occasion demonds. Here is a man whose 

qualiti es ve can admire , whose virtues ve can emulat e and to us all , 

bis exploits are r EIDinders of the triunph of mind over matter , at 
perseverance over dif"ficul ty, of ri ght over wrong. 

J.Dd here I feal, lies one of the be.sic reasons for his universal 

appeal . To the young reader, in too throes of hero- worship , he is a 

man tmy would like to be vmn they grow up. The ol der reader l ooks 

,ack vi th a noe talgl.c si611 end sees him as the man they would hllve 

likod to have been . J.nd the fecale readers? Yell , to them he is 

the men they admire most for his ster ling quali ties, his chivalr,r, bis 

tenderness - perhaps t oo, they fall a litt l e in love vi th biJ:> ••• and 

who can blame them! 
Above all , hovevn , once we have ... t Blake , ve want to renew 

that acquaintance and know more of him, until , presen t ly , we find that 
ve are thinking of him as a friend . Each ti.., ve open a "Union Jade" 

or a "Sexlon Blake Library" we meet that friend again , strengthen our 

fri endshi p a lit t le and then , vhen the s t ory itself is finished we say 

merely "J.u Revoir" , happy Md confident that in a li tt la while we will 

be greeting our friend again . J.nd this feeling of continuity is 

comforting in this ever changing worl d - reading any ordi nary story , we 

come t o t he final sentence , the s tory and characters are finished as we 

cloee the book; but vith Blake it is never goodbye, never the bleak 

tinal word, only a cheery an:! friendly closing of one door and the 

opening of the next , f'ull of promise , 
Over the years , I have had at tha back of my mind a st ill small 

voice , vhich , on occasions, bss nibbled at ">II equanimity vith a r athe r 

terri fying query , ••• "Perhaps ~ne day I vill grov out of ">II fondness for 

Blake and his exploits - I vill wake one day to find ">II intense intel'.'­

est has faded as a rainbow fades after the rain , le aving me with but a 

dim memory in place of the living kal ei doscope of colour . " To date 
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this awful fate hasn ' t overtaken me, and I hope most sincerely that it 
never rill, because then I rill have lost an old and valued friend. 
llany of you rill have read reprints of Blaire stories in other ma@i>Zinea, 
written perhaps by such favourite authors as G. H. Teed and Gwyn Evans 
identical in every feature except one - they l ack that subtle magic 
because the detective now does not bear th e name of Sexton Blake and 
sr ve feel cheated because we ere not meeting our friend a¢n. 

During the year a thst the Blake Sa!!)l has been chronicled by ao 
caey writers we cannot claim that all the storiesi have been of the 
same high standard, or even that the acknowledged. favouri tea have always 
written a good sto ry. As an eamirer of G. H. Teed I prefer his 
treatmen t of Blake to all others, yet, in all honesty I IllllSt admit th at 
even here there have been stories I have not enjoyed or admired. So 
Blaire •s l o"8"-lived fame cannot be based simply on well-written stories 
although a high s tandard ba.s been q,aintained. These authors, hoveve~, 
despite their own varied style of writing have based their stori es on 
t he same basic character and each one ba.s pr esented to us , t he reader, 
the facet of the detect ive 's perscnality which exercised the moat 
attra ction for him. Thus we have G. H. Teed who prese nt s Blake as a 
traveller , e soldier , a men who fits naturally int o the background 
wherever the tale is set - Robert Murray shows us a Blake of quiet 
understanding and sympathy, yet imbued with a deep sense of justice for 
which he is quite prepared to fight . As see n through Gwyn Evans' eyes 
the detective i s subordina te to the man who is very human, not 
ashamed to show hie emotions on hie mobile fe atures - on the other 
hand Anthony Skene presents his interpretation showing an opposite 
mood of Blake's; a rather s ilent man, not given to idle speeches , yet 
blessed ri th a sense of humour and an abiding loV'> of humni ty which 
leavens the appare nt hardness of the grim-faced man- hunter. All this 
cay sound a contradiction even in the complex character we know Blake 
to be and yet, aren't most hlDBnS rather contradictory when one knows 
them? 

When Herbert l!aDlell conceived 1he brilliant idea of providing 
Blake with an assistant and thus created Tinker, he put the finifbing 
t ouches to the mosterpiece which was Sexton Bl ake, for the g,,.y, irre­
pressible Tinker is a perfect foil for t he somewhat stem genius of 
the grea t detective . To the world, Blake is the relentless man­
hunter, fearless for his own sa f ety in the course of justice, but 
when Tinker is in danger we see a very human Blake. Then he is full of 
fatherly concern for his beloved Tinker •• • •••• a Tinker who i s vastly 
different to the character who first appeared fifty years ago. From a 
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cockney vaif of quaint speech, he has evolved into a poliahed young 

man of the world, renowned for his quick vittedness, cheery sense of 

lnlllour en:I co~ but still vi tb tho deep devotion and abiding 

loyalty to his "guv' nor• which we lm.ve aime to know as an in~ 

!>'rt of tmir relationship , Mare like an alder brother than a father, 

Blake has always been Tinker's ideal , and their relationship, a wry 

wonderful thing , has played no smoll part in creating the ""8ical 

appeal of Sexton Blake, Those who have followed Blake 's eel ventures 

thr ough the yeers have seen Tinker growing up under Blake •s guidl>nce, 

have vatched fondly his first rOIIISllce vi th Nirvam (handled vi th such 

warm understanding by C. IL Teed) - seen him CIOdelling his thoughts 

am actions on the pettern ~f his master and friend; lacking the 

detective ' s brilliant mind, but with an innate shrewdness which mkes 

such an invaluable ass istant as veil es friend , Tinker has mde far 

himseU a niche which nc one else can ever hope to occupy, 

.l.nd so the tale is told, the page is turned, but as I said 

before ve are merely b1d<lin8 au revoir to our verJ good fri ends Sexton 

Blake and Tinker, knowing tbs t we vill meet them again - not in 

~and perhaJ>!, but wherever the stsge i s set there ve vill meet the 

same beloved characters and axperience again the powerful att raction 

they axercise. 
Yes, Blake lives ! .l.nd to us who admire him so greatly he is 

ageless am eternal, our good friends whose adventures we share, with 

whom, in spirit , we identify ourselves and travel over many a dan8er 

trial tosetber . 
A toast then to Sexton Bleke and Tinksr ...... "Our friends, 

lOllr ""'Y trey live in our heart&!" 

• • • 
(Author 's note: When referring t o Sexton Blake I mean the Blake of 

fomer happier ds,ys, not the nev charecter whom much to "If regret , I 

cannot get used to. E. J. P.) 

• • • 
llOll'S YOOR IElrnY (N0, 6) WILL APP&AR IEXT !IDJITH. 

Answer to Teaser No, 5 (May, 1957 C.D.) 

The quotation giv,ruast month ceme fran Detective Veekly 

No, 51 dated 10th February, 19}4, em the story was Tl!E HOUSE OF 'mE 

HANGING SWORD which vas written by star-writer Gwyn Evans. 

This story vas reprinted seven years later in the final 
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_SEn'OII BLAKE ANNUAL published at the md of 1941, this moking it the 

final Gwyn Evans Blake story to have appeared in print . 

* * * 

Sexton Blake - The !Ian by P. VefflOn Ley 
The Greatest of Th.Em All ..... by P. Vemon Ley 
Picturesque Pars fro m S. Bl ake Papors .. by Victo r Colby 
Val I 'm Demed ···-·-- - ---·· .. by Victor Colby 
Valdo Lives .I.gain ___ .. by Eric Copeman 

I Remember These .... - by Eric Copeman 
On Tour vi th Sexton Blake ..... A series by Val ter Webb 

Also Memory Teasers, problems, Union Jock Titles etc . 

11n1111n 111111 1111u111111111111111111 11 11 • ~ • • • • ••• • u • ••• •••••••••• •• 

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE - A.P . Comics 1930-40, Cbipe, Comic Cuts , Film 
Fun, Funny Wonder , Joker. 
~ - Film Fun, Kinema Xomic, Pw:lc, Bubbles, Jester , Butterny 

period 1920-30 
ARNOLD KEENA, 11 FIWlL AVffll!E, EPPDIG, N.s .v . Alm'RALIA. 

~ -~ 1555, 1564, 1602, 1603, 1612, 1655, 1656, 1657, 
1658, 1660, 1661, 1662, 1663, 1671, 1672, 1673, 1674, 1675, 1683. 
f!!.! - 1544, 1546, 1567, 1568, 1569. s.o .t. 401 (st . Jim's) 
Exchan89 or sell , · all clean copies . 
R. GREE1MJOD, 63 CRIFFIT!G DRIVE, t.Sl!HORE rnTATE, VElll!ID'IELD, STl.ffS 

--------· 
MAGNEl'S - 64, 116 - other 1d, 1-!-d Msenets, Gems, Populars, 

Hysteriee - Paris - 1845 - The Red Barn - 1835; Reynolds - Massacre 

ot Glencoe; Rye Bouse Plot ; Gosh and Exchange Offers •. S.A.E . 

DAVI160li, 252 CAfflEI1!AL STJUm', GLASOOti. 

~ - Union Jacks tor 1917. Aleo any of the following numbers:-
589, 726, 862, 1()26, 1028, 1031, 1122, 1157, 1149, 1150, 1161, 1199, 
1202, 1203, 1226, 1237, 12~. 1240, 1241, 1242, 1243, 1251, 1262, 
1263, 1396, 1398, 1399. 
S .B. L's. 1st Series - any nmbere . 
2lld Seri as :- 8, 21, 25, 77, 89, 94, 102, 1291 132, 21' , 236, 272, 297, 
335, 489, 663, 667, 6f17, 693, 723, 740. Boys' Friend 4d Librsry . 
1st Series No. 669. 2lld Series No. 79. Any Reaeonab le price paid . 
IOO. J . PACK!WI, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, E. OOL\(!CII, S .E. 22 • 
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rno~i INFORl!ATIOII RECEIVED. No. 

By • • o. c. Lofts 

Creyfriars Maps. 
The first Map ever to be published showing Creyfriars and the 

SUlTOunding districts was printed in a supple,.,n t included wit h the 

Xmas doubl e mnber of the'~et" No, 409, 1915 "Barry Vharton & Co' s 

Psnto:nime11• 

Altho\J8h no initial s were given on the Map; t his was in fact 

drawn by Mr. H. i' , Tvymon (of Union Jack fame) when he was on th> 

staff of the "llagnet". Mr, Twyman who ,... a very clever arti st did 

draw l!8llY other bits and pieces for the se papers ; but in later years 

devoted himself entirely to the Editorial sid e of the A.P. Publication . 

This Map of Creyfri ars was l ater redrawn and reproduced in the 

first Holiday Annual 1920 by an illustrator named "Cran". This a11ist 

of whom very littl e is known at present was rathe'i'>=terious person 

who did t lunb- nail sketches , decorative tai l pieces end such like for 

the 11Magnet " end "Gem". 
The seoond Creyfriars Map vas published in the third Holiday 

Annual 1923 and was drawn by Edward C. Snow, who was on the off ice 

staff of the "l!s8net" at a later peri od than Twyman. F.dwsrd Snow who 

I oould vrite a l ot about is nov in Australia, and re cently wrote a 

full longth article on the adminis trat ion of the ")iagnet ". 
Tbs th ird and last Kap, oonsid ered t o be the best and most 

accurate of the,, all vas published in the :µ,st dcys of the '%18net" 

1672 dated 1940, and altbo\J8h this needs confirmation I have it on 

good authority that this Kap was drawn by C. H. Chapman. 

Editor of "Chips" and "Canic Cuts " 
llevs has just reached .., of the death of Richard (Dick) Newt on 

Clnnce who was for lll6l\Y years Edi t or ot those famous comics "Chips" 

"Ccmio Cuts", "The Joker" and "Golden Carlctt. "Dick" Chance was in 

fact the father of John Newton Chance the well known wri t er of 

datective otories ; who to most of us was bette r known as 'Uobn 

Drumcond" a very clever writer of th e Sexton Blake Libr ary in the 

present series . 
"Di.ck" Cbence retired fr<D the A. P. several years ago in 

th o posi tion of a Director , He w88 a most jo vi al type of man; and 

i t is eas y to soe bow the comic pa para under his command were so 

fi ourishin8 and popular for many :rears. 



J.ndbro ke Black 
Llldbroke LioIMi!l Day Black to give him his M l name, was a most 

prol.it"ic writer since the early 1900s, and he wrote for most of •.he 

popular papers serials etc., during the years up to 1940, F.ducated at 

Trini ty College , Cambridge, and a B,A. He lived for mny yoars at 

Wendover, Bucld.nghnmshire . He was also gifted with a great sense of 

lnlDour , os this little story will show, In writing many stories for 

the Serlon Blake Library under his own name and thot of Paul Urquart, 

be wss rather irritated by the F.ditor (Mr, L. H. Pratt , new retired) 

continunlly changing tbe title as subni tted by himself , To try and 

stop this practice, in his next l>tory of Blake , he ent i tl ed his manu­
script with the unusual title of "By the Waters of Babylon" which hec! 

of oourse , no bearing on the stcry at all , This was of course changed 

by the F.di tar . 
B1Dck1s next few stories were also entitled the some, and at 

last the Edito r called him to the office for an explanation of it. 

"Well" , said Black , "whatever tit l e I put to r:ry stories, you change , so 

I might 8S vell call than all by that title" . Black in fact von tho 

dey, and in future otories be voe allo wed to choose his ovn title , 

Ladbroke Block died on the Z7th July , 1940 s89(i 63 year.a . 

Dcnth of mre BlDke Authors , 
The dea t h of tvo more ol d A.P . con tr ibutors has reached me 

from correspondents ovsrseL\S, Firs tl y Maurice B, ll1x (Maurice Buxton 

Dix) out in Canada. He was in bis sirlies . Dix wrote at l east six 

yarns for th e S.B.L., late second and early third series . Ho had at 

looat twenty novels to his credit , and wrote a lot of stuff fo r news­

papers :,."XI mognzin es, besides otmr work for too A,P , 
It is very sad also to reco rd the death of Crichtcn - Milne out 

in Bulov:u , South Africa, Perhaps not so veil !mown to mony of us, ho 

did write a lot of yarns for tho A,P. in tho very early days. l!iloo 

who vas an old Etonirul , wns a very populu men nt Floetvay House, ond 

although I think I om corre ct in stating tbet he hod only one S, B,L. , 

knovn to us , tc bis credit , I understnnd thet ho wrote mny more in 

tho cnrly days, vhm the Authors of tho stories voro not giv en. 

H. Clarke Hook 
H, Clarke Hook son of famous wri ter , S , Cl arke Hook creator 

of Jack , Sam and Pete , is considered by many editors in the publishing 

wor l d tc be just ,,.,, good as his father , Perhaps it ves the similarity 

of the name t o his fathe r' s which made him write under several pen­

names for "Chums" in the 20s , and an endeavour to bring himself fame 
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under another name which would not be confused with his father . 

Two of the nanes used were "HAL RA\l,liGLASS" and "ROOS HARVEY" 
and he also wrote IIIBllY stories of Greyf'ri.ars for the "Maenet" during 
the 1920s. Be wrote mainly for the girl s snd womens papers; to 
which he stil l contributes today. Macy stories under the last pen-
name m<nti oned will be found in the "Champion" and "Boys Friend Weekly". 

AN OIDI LETffl! TO READOO OF C. D, 

by Jack Murtwd>.1 New Zealand 

For quite some ti re I have been turning over in my mind an 
idea which I fee l many of you rill be in terested in. 

~ concerns our friend Bill Gender in Canada, who for many 
years now has produced that splendid little paper "The Story l'nper 
Collector " lfhich saw the first light of day with the Jan - March 1941 
issue , over 16 years old now and still "oing s trong, with the J anuary 
1957 i ssue No, 61 recently to hand, ana-'the price? it's printed there 
on p~ 1 "Priceless• . Yea,he hsa supplied it free f or all the se 
years to all who cared to ask for i t to be sen t . 

As many may or mey not know our C. D. was born back in 1946 o~.ly 
because Bil l Gender was taken ill am could not cont in ue the S.P.C. 
(see Editorial in C .D. No. 1) ao too C.D. vas born and happily Bill 
Gsndor recovered and has continued producing the S.P.C. at in te rvals. 

I Think everyone will auee that we are all very much indebted 
to Bill Gander for this generous ruid unselfish work for us and our 
hobby over all the years , I've tlDught of a way we can repay hiJD in 
some small measure. 

In his little magazine issue No, 60 he listed the fev Magnets 
he still requi res t o complete his coll ection and fellows, he only 
wants 15 copies plus 12 re plac ements for poor copies. So near yet 
so fer! but I feel if we all rallied round we could hel p him - dozens 
of us have several hundred Magnets and need many hundreds to complete 
if ever , so what say we look through our collections and see if we can 
help , surely we won •t miss one or two copies . I myself have only 400 
or so l'.agnets and find I can supply frcm my collec tion 1 Magnet Bill 
wants, and it •a ·on the way t o Canada right now, l et's all do something 
ahout this am help Bill realize his ambition, He needs so few that 
evary collector with 4 or 500 Magnets 111USt have at least one of his 
wanted n\llllbers, Come on chape lets show Bill how much we appreciate 



hi.sefforts. Do it now. 
Mamets Bill~· - 1x to 6x, 90, 100x, 110x, 163, 2<Y7, 217, 

263, 283x, 28Bx, 300>:, 312, 334, 664, 668x, 800, 942, 948, 973, 992. 
(x denotes cow in better condi ti.on required) 

( Needl ess to say I cordially ap-ee with every word of this. 
H, L.) 

•1t•11•••••••1t••••••11•11••·~*** i,.~~,·11••• ······· ....... *'*** 

Shoot 'When Ready (No. 383) 

S. B.L , REVIDIS 

~ 

W, Howard Baker 

Film Stars, their careers a.rd the experiences, indiscretions 
and oft sensational events , which fonn part of them are always front 
page news, and an au thor is generally traading on pretty sa fe ground 
when he uses such as the theme of hi.s story, alweys providing he has 
the ability to put it o""r in a sufficiently interesting way, of course. 
This novel - which i s recamnended - centres around the arrival from 
Hollywood of Ilona, the blonde and beautiful film star wife of Marcus , , 
Mellish, famous American film director, whom, rumour had it, is being 
cited in the State s for contenpt of court . ll one is in England to ~ 
make a picture at Pinedale Studios , called "The Wicked Streets", to be 
directed by her husband . George Crawley, Executive Produc er at Pine-
dole has strong financial interests in the production.,; It's 
imperative that soma arranganent be made with Mellish before a start i s 
made on the film , So Crawley has Mellish and none abducted and t aken 
to an ol d Eli zabethan Manor House near Wendover in Bucld.n8hsmshire . 
ll one •s fans believe she has gone int o ti.. oountry t o escape publicity ; 
Blake quickly di.scovera otherwise , Frustrating an attempt t o slow l y 
cause the stars' death by the use of drugs, Blake unmasks Crawl ey in ·a 
t..orilling climax. Minor ro l es played by Tinker, Paula Dane and Splash 
Kirby . 

Rat ing 

Vic tim Unknown (No. 384) 

Very good 

Desmond Reid 

Desmond Reid , woo, achieved the unus.ual distinction of pl easing 
many of the old gual'd - .... ongst whom there are no more exacting critics 
anywhere ! - vi th hia story of l!uxton Ryiner•s comeback, will almost 



.. 
#. 

159~~~~~~~~~~ 

certainly consol i dat e the good impression he then made with this , his 

lates t story . The narra ti ve , a part fran one chapte r told by Tinke r , 

is in Blake ' a °"' words , so obviously he holds the stage practically 

the whole time - quite a satisfactory state of affairs . 
Visiting the Sussex home of the Prosper sis t ers , daughters of 

old and deported friends of his , Blake is i.mnediately precipitated 

into a i:rurder cese . A young man is found dead in the boot of a car , 

at the wheel of which lies the younger Prosper sister drugged and under 

the influence of alcohol. The suspects are many, and those who could 

divulge important infomation die J11YSteriously before Blake can inter­

viev them. 1'le last victia tells the detective the """"' of the 

murderer ; but i t 's not quite so simple as that • • . . • there's a twist in 

th> tnil . There ' s light r elief end some amusing dialogue , esa9ially 

on po.ge 39, ldlen Bloke interrogates a scatte:r-bmined red- haired 

registrar ' s n.ssistent . You will be thrilled - and amused - by this 

ono. 
Rating Excellent. 

VJ.Lml 'iEBB. 

1uu ,u11 u I O UU IUIU . U HIUUIUI U IUINIUUUIIHIIIUUIUUIII U I 

OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 

Once sgnin we met at "Cherry Place• end there WD.3 tho ILSUlll 

fine avernee Bathe:ring in the 'Rag there . Our Herbert bod made the 

journey from York and tml,y obl~ vi th bis grand talk on bis 'Purple ' 

Peri od • of collecting and reading which started way back in 1899. Ho 

had a fine selection of t h> ' old timers I and the talk vn.s greatly 

appreciated , Bill Hubbard gnve us a very fine talk lll1d anslysis on 

the "!!apt" Ken,yn series , first time ve have ever bed one like this 

!rom a member woo lalovs the country and teITSin mentioned in the afore 

mentioned series . Tllis was great]J' enjoyed by the company present 

and ltllDY tbankB to Bill for such a poinstaking effort . Our other 

coll""81J8 who also knew Ken,yn, Roger Stacey, se nt along a very fine 

quiz which be called "Odd-Man-Out". Laurie Sutton hod the most correct 

answers and thus vas placed firs t. Josie Peckman won Hylton Flatman •s 

verJ fin e quiz 11hilat Bill Hubbard won Bob Blythe •s canpilation . 

Chainaen , Frnnk Vernor,..ty then ~ed around an original dre!!H'IL2f_ 
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Sexton Blake by Eric Parker . This is thought to be the only 
surviving portrait am it was reproduced in ' Union Jack ' number 1236 on 
June 25th, 1927, Following this Fr8nk read one of the last entries in 
t he song competition , this being by Laurie Sutton . A very fin e and 
amusing effort this , but it did not win a priz e as Len Peckman's entTy 
was ajud&ed the best . Miss Lyle am Charlie Wright received second 
prizes am Les Rowl ey, Roger Jenkins and Ben Whiter will have fo urth 
prizes . 

A very fins gnt hering ind eed , one more for the book of happy 
memories. 

UNCLE BEtlJ /Jilli 

* * * 
NORTHE:!UI SEX:TION MEETING, MAY 11th , 1957 

In opening the meeting , Cheirman Stanley Smith on behalf of 
all II1€11lbelS presen t congratulated Eric Whitehe nd on his coming marriage 
and wished him maJlY years of happiness . 

It happened to be Ernie •s evening and doubtless it was th0\l8hts 
of the hnppy prospect before him which put him in such sparkling form. 
He had prepared one of those subtle quizzes and on occasions the beam­
ing smile on his face when he thought he had us comple t ely foxed was a 
s ight to see . He also had bad the good idea of handicapping some of 
the experts . This however, did not prevent one of the snid experts , 
Stanley Smith coming out the winner . 

Durin g business it was announced thn t the Cl ub Rcom would not 
be avail able on July 13th and the meeting 1'0uld hnve to be postponed 
until the 20th, At first this caused a ensp of dismay as it meant 
s ix 11eelcs between ..,etings, Gerry Alli son then played a trt1np card , 
however, for he proposed that the proposed meeting with MidJ.,md Members 
inChes terficld should toke pl ac e on Sunday, July 14th if convenient to 
Midland . This ,ms heart ily agreed to, so how about it Harry Brester 
and Co.? 

Next Meeting , June 8th , when J ack Wood is top o ' the bill. 

IIERIERT LECKElraY 
North Section Cottespondent • 

.. * * 
MmSEYSIDE fflAIICII O. B. B1 C. Sunday. 12th May. 

A record number of members and guests tumed up to the special 
-- -- -
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meetin& vhich startod early at 6. 30 p..m. Tm three guests were, 

Horbort Leckenby, Sir Fredorick Boiaan and llo.riy Dovler, fran Manchest­

er . It VQ8 also good to see Fmnk Case oaxun, vho unfortunately iB 

not alvaya abl e to be rith us . A cordinl velcoa,e vns nlso given to 

Hr. Roli:i> Keeling, n new meo,ber, who i s n St. Fmnk's nnd Greyfr1nrs 

entllusinst . 
Th:, evenin& wns openod by Herbert giving us a talk on the very 

early Old Boys Books , covorin& in the 11Ein the yonrs bofore thl first 

world var . Herbert's t e.lk wos well illustrated by the groat variety 

of books he hlld brouaht rith hil:! . Tbe r eply was given by Sir Fred­

erick Bowc:m, vho omused nnd :intere sted us by his personcl knovlcd&e 

of th o edito r of somo of those onrly po.pers, Tea, biscuits and 

library busin ess fol.loved, end the room was soon full with the buzz of 

friendly conversation . 
The last item on the programe was another version of Fronk 

Unvin 1s "Dovn You Go•, This had a caoplete 0,B,B .C. flavour, and 

SOIIE lmotty questions vere asked . There vere three teams for this 

ga,,e , '!'ho result was Jim Walsh' s team first rith nine points , Don 

Webster ' s team second wit h seven points and the wri tern teem t hird 

with four points . The next meetin& rill be on Whit Sunday , June 9th , 

It is important that everyone should tum up, as tho question of the 

future dates of the clu b 's meetings has to be diacussod . 

• NORIA!i PRAGNELL 

Secre tary , Merseyside Branch O.B.B.C. 

• • * 
REFa!T OF MEm'ING EELD Al'IUL 29th 1 1957 

CH/il!BER OF COMMFll.CE, NEW STREET I BIRMINGHAM, 

Fl'Olll HARRY IIROS'l'm, Secretary· 

MIDIAND O.B.B.C. 

The now usually Sood programe was maintainod and at this 

meetin& was very much variod as Ray Burnett in his talk on "His 

Favourite Christanas Stori.es" covered Hamiltonia , St . hank 's am Soxton 

Blake . He gi,ve us four exampl es in each case from the Ma&net, Gem, • 

Boys hiend , Nelson Lee Library am t .e Union Jack . Evexyone a real 

good yarn and a point he stressed and we all agreed with this, some 

sa,ing that the authors them.,elves would be advised to make a note of 

it , was that the best storie s were th ose vhich brought together for 

holids,ys and at Christmas time, the charscters from more than one 
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school . A notab l e example being "The M;r.,tery of the Pri ory " , a Ji.mz!\y 
Sil ver yam, which introduced the "Famous Five " and the popular seven 
from St . Ji.m' s in addition to the " Fi.stical Four". As will be remem­
bered , Tom Porter l!J'.Ve us this f or our DecEl!lber meeting and we know 
how well we enjo yed 1 t . The debate which followed this i t em also pro­
vided much discussion in which all members present were able to jo in in 
with great keeness and enjoyment . I l ed of f with the question "did 
Edir.1 Searles Brooks copy the plots and characters of Char les Hamilton?" 
My views were that he had t i>! ti me and the opportunity and the simi l-
ar ity of the characters gave that indication , I allowed fo r the fact 
that Brookes tried to go one better by stretching his ~tion 
beyond Cmrles Hamilton . The reminder that Brooks had ordera to copy 
Hamilton st ories did not prevent a live l y debate which compared the 
work of the two authora . The lBst i t an of the programme was a fine 
reading by Tom Porter from No. 3A of the C. D. No more need be said 
except tha t, as in t he case of Tom' s other readings and talks, every -
one was delighted. Next month is t he A.G. M. and we expect all the 
old brigade snd the "ne11" boys in full force . 

*U JfAI Ul l!IU lf l l U 1 11' 111 11)1 a 1 • H II IU U II IU U I N •• a l II II UI JINN IU U II Nl( NIII II I( 11 ltlt 1•111 

''.Hotspur Annual " 1927 . "Everyland" "My Adventure Book" 20/ - three . 
"Silv er Jubile e Book" 1910..1935 15/ -
"Ma87lets" complete years issues , 1936, 1937, 1938, 193'3. £10 each. 
Twenty early Magnets all diff eren t inc l ining number 9. £12 
56 , 1928-1929 "Magne t s " llll diffo r ent cloon file copies . £20 
Thirty , 1930 "Magnets" £1 0 Forty , 1934 "Mogn ets " £ 1 2 
31 , 1933 "Magnets" £10 26 , 1932 "Magnets " EE 
70 Diff eren t "Greyfriars " S.O. Ls. £35 , "Chatterbox Annual 1920..1923 
11/ - each . Thirteen 192}-1924 "Mcccano" Magazines 66/ -
"Historic Houses" £5-5-0 . "Gir l s Own Paper" 1~1889 bound. "Our 
Gnzet t e11 1888 bound . S:,- 7-0 each. "Panics" 11Sl!.vera " 11Thrills 11 

"Tal cs ot Death" (published 193}-1935) 10/6 ea ch. "Ghosts of 
Piccadilly'' ?IJ/- "FlllllOUS Murders" 848 poges 12/6 . FCST EXTRA Oll 
UIIRmSON, 44 BLEAK HILL ROAD, ST. HE!DIS , LAl!CJ,SllIRE. ALL BOOKS. 

~ - liagnet s ,ind Gems, Will exchange or blzy. Hundreds of 
duplicates . 
D. 0 111EfilIHY, 17220 GRES!Wi STREET, NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORIHA, U.S .A. 

• * • 
-- - - --- -- ·---- - -- -- ----- ---- -- -
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HAMILTONIANA 
compiled by Herbert Leckcnby 

We atort otf tbl.3 month vi th an interesting l e tter from Pr,ink 

Richards himself. No weeds down Rose Levn vey ! 

May 10th , 1957. 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 
Mall)' thanks for the C .D. The reprint 1'rom the .Australian 

paper is very interesting . !levor J:lind tho little errors : to f11I/ mim 

it is remorkable that there ere so fev , and that old rcadors recollect 
the old papers so vividly . Thll London incident is extremely weird , 

and I rath er think tha t the writer must have got a little mi:red: but 
the remainder of the article i3 quite good reading . 

Our fat old friend ' s Annual vill be out quite early this year: 
and frcm vhat I bear, it is already going great guns . That i.s very 

a;,ree oble , after 1 ts recent miss in baulk . By the way, Bunter is 

booked for enother run on T.V. in June and July : and the next Bunter 
Book 1'111 also be an early bird , out in .l.ugl>,t. Very appropriate , os 

it deals vith a holiday on the r i"ver in that month. 

With kindest I'06f'l'd8, . 
Always yours sincerel,y, 

.F!Wl1( RICHARm 

••• 
Do you B""""'ber? B;y Roger K. Jenkins 

No. 24 - Magnet No, 1328 "Bunter the Ventriloq ui st " 
There were innumerable tales in the Magnet about Bunter I s 

ventriloquism , but none of them waa so well ccnstructed aa No. 1328. 
'!'he story began in a familiar manner, vith .Bunter crea t ing a di varsion 
vith an :imaginary bumbl e bee in the French claas , which ended in 

detmti on fo r Bob Cherry on the day of t he cricke t match at Rookwood. 

When 1llia difficulty had been overcome the plot moved t o Rockwood 
(which had ~terioualy moved from &mpahire t o Susses for the purpose 
of this story) . 

The greater part of this ~et story in fact , took place at 

Roolalood, vhic h must be unique so far as the 1!&8nets of the ' thirties 
are cowerned . Jim;y Silve r vaa detained by Dr. Chisholm, end it was 
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Bunter's ventriloqui sm which deceived Mr. Dalton and so set Jimmy 
Silver fre e to pl ay in the match. (Vernon-&uth later assisted by 
tunli.ng a hose on Dr. Chisholm who wae on his way to watch the cr ick ­
et . ) 

Greyfriars won the thrilliilg match by a single run , end t he 
sto :ry might well hav e been oon.sidered finished at t his point, but 
there then camo one of those little touches which so deli ghted Magnet 
readers: fl ushed with succe ss , Bunter di d not know where t o stop , 
and he deci ded t o imitate Mr. Quelch ' s voic e end t ell Monsieur 
Charpenti er through his st udy door to cancel th e morning ' s French 
lesson . Unfortunate ly, Mr. Quelch happened to be talking to the 
Fr ench master at t hat ve ry moment (Bunter could r eal l y not be expected 
to think of a possibility like that ) and the deception was use l ess . 
To quote: "The door flew open , and Mr. Quelch almost fl ew out. His 
grasp closed on Billy Bunter's collar, •come' sai d Mr. Quelch, in a 
voic o tha t was like t he filing of a saw. And he marched Bunter away 
to his study" . A perf ect ending to a p,rfect Httlo s to,:y. 

* * * 
LET'S BE COIITRO\'rnSLJ., No, 3 

( In t hi s se r ies , Eric Fayne discus ses certain to pics of interest to 
s tude nts of the Hamil ton papers. Be giv es his own opinion supe r­
ficially end in vites you to write to him with your views on th e sub­
ject. He will SUIIID8rise read ers ' l etters on the topic in a futur e 

C.D.) 
No. 3. Dr. BIBCHIIMALL 

Were the Doctor Birchemall st orie s cru de and unworthy of the 
part they pl ayed in t he Magnet? Was the Magnet I s tone lovered by 
publishing s tori es of this type ? 

It s eems certai n that these short tales must have bem 
popular, f or they appeared , off and on, fro m whi te c over da,ys for 
socething like sixte en years . Who wrote them , I have no id ea , but 
the standard, such as it was , varied to some extent , and it i a fairly 
certain tha t they did not all come from the S8tle pen . They were , pel'­
haps, remini sc ent of t he "Orfis Boy" col umns which had been a featur e 
of some canic papers in ear lier da,ya. 

Often they wer e crud e ; sometimes t he"J were vulgar . Vi""ed 
thus, they were unworthy of a paper of the cl ass of the Magnet. 
School.masters , generally , would he;ve taken a dim view of then , and 
th e more narrow Jli8ht have condemned the paper on the st rength of Dr . 
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Birchemsl.l . For t hat reason alone , I should have regarded them as a 

doubtful proposition frail tie editorial point of view. 

I must admit that I tho~ enjoyed than . I found them 

delightful , whimsical litUe fantasies, often very clever indeed; at 

times, t ley vere really witty; sometimes they even seemed to take a 

tilt at the style of the Creyfrlars stories, which vas very naughty of 

the mythical !'.aster Nugent. Crude, witty, vulgar, vhilllsi cal • • .• 

ut terly outrageous •• •• they played their pert in the old paper, and I 

loved than, end missed them vh<ll they were "rested" . 
It ' s just f1lil point of view. Vhat' s yours? 

• • • 
COll'TROVIRSUL &:HOES 

by Eric Fayne 

Concemi.lJ8 Ra'.:IIWJ) TALW, The Toff. 
George Sellars writes: "I heartily agree with you in ewry ­

thing you say in your Talbot articl e, except about the first tvo seriaa 

being first class . I\Y view is that ~ the Talbot stories , from tho 

first one 1 "The Tott" , up to and including "h HousBD88ter ' s lloma­

ooming" were first class . As you say I tie llomeoomin& sto ry ves a nat­

ural finish to the story of t he Toff, and about a month ago I told our 

F.d.i to r 1tlat I thought "llousemastar I s Homecoming" wes the last great 

story about Talbot". 
Roger Jenkins vritea: "I agree with all you say about Talbot . 

lie 1188 a good character , quite apart from his continuall y invoked murk;y 

post . I perticularly liked the series when he 1188 expelled for SOl:l&­

t hing his oousin Crooke had done, though it is some time since I read 

it, but I retain a reoollection of a plot in which there wes no spec tro 

from his past at all , and a very refreshing chan8e i t vas . Personally, 

I do not think that !Ir. Hamilton would hive vri tten so much shout 

Talbot ' s pes t had it not been for editorial pressure, pres,-bly es a 

result of let t e!'S fra:i readers". 
Bill l!ubbazd says: "I thought Talbot a splendid character , but 

I fully agree that his past was heavily overplayed . I lik ed stories 

showing Talbot as a normal schoolboy" . 

• • • 
(Here 's the first prioe effort in the London Club ' s competition 

centioned last mooth. .I. neat one you'll agree) H.L. 
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THE LITII,E SMOKING - CONCEJIT 

By Len Packmnn 

Claude Hoskins, now a professi onal piani s t of great repute , had 

kindly voluntee re d his services for this ' special ' concert , and as soon 

as he t ook his seat at the piano and ran his fingers li ghtly over tm 

keys all thos e pre sent sat back in their chairs in readine ss for the 

show to begin . 
In deference to his seniori ty Mr. Quelch opened the prognur.me 

with qui te a spiri ted renderina of '!HOLD YOUR HA!ID our, iAUGH'l'Y 

BOY". '!'he applause which greeted Mr. Quelch as he r eturned to his 

seat vns terrific , and he vas obvious ly pleased at the reception he 

had received . 
Bil ly funt er - seeking the lim eligh t as nlways - waddled up to 

th o piano end plonkod his music in front of Claude Hoskins vi th a 
flourish . Then, in a squeaky voice and blinldn;r at the company through 

his glasses , be sang "I DO LIXE A DOUCIINU'l' WITH JAM IN THE 11IDDLE. " 

The hilarious laughter vhicr, greeted his e ff ort vns just as one would 

expect, and even Mr. Quelchmaturslly s t ern features relax ed into an 

acidy smile . 
By gg,eral request Sexton Blake vas th e next , and making hie 

vay slloost unseen to tm dai s be adopted a styl e reminisc ent of The 

Great Vance end sang tbet great men's original n1111ber "WHAT' S THE 

VtllDICT? IS HE GUILTY?". '!'he cheers which greet ed b1Jn a t the con­
clusion would moat ce rtainly hove plaased Vance had he been ali va t o 

boar thea . 
Dear old Pete , vho obviously missed his two faithful companions 

Jaclc and 5"'n, wos th e next t o oblige, ond in very melodious tones ho 

sang "THE OOAL-IILlCK IWOUE OF MINE". This brought s l ump in the 

throats of all pre sen t, but tho vociferous clepping which groeted him 

88 he oode his vey bcclc to his soot vns eloquent of his populori ty and 

fino effort. 
llornce Coker - for onco not l ook1ng for troubl e - now lumbered 

fon,ard and, cont rary t o expecta tions, gave a vary good rend ering of 

"LOVE FROM JUDY" , end it was plain to see tha t he hsd selec t ed this 

number in memo.Q': of his late Aunt Judi th. The applause was equal t o 

that of th o others, and fo» once in his life the 'c;:ra,t Horace I was not 

beina gt1yed. 
Finally , the one and only Arthur A\J8ll8tus D'Arcy - alway,, the 

model of tact and Judeement - m de his vey gra cefull y t o the platfo rm 

and sang one of the lat e Vesta Tilley ' a best numbers "THE PICCADILLY 
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JO!lN!IY WITH '!'!IE LITrLB GL.ISS EYE", surely a most appropriate se l ect i on, 

as the applause indicated . 
Then, to wind up the concert, all stood up and aang the chorus 

of that fine ol d song, so expressive of the sentiment we o.ll feel: 

"roR THEY ARE JOLLY GOOD FELLOWS!" 
Finis 

• • * 
SOWI'IO!i OF C.D. CRC6SVORD !lo. 5 

~: 1. Redfern. 4. Bull. 7. 00. 8. Granit e Grant . 12 . Ret. 

13. Diet . 
23. Reoted. 
32. Tail. 

14. Exotic . 17. Just Richard . 19. Notables . 22. Ice . 

25 . Tea. 26. Pine . 27. No canners. 31. Seyster. 

Down: 1. Roger Jenkins . 2. Dearest Tom;y. } . F.ditor. 4. Bird 

5. Lone. 6. Lotto . 9. Next. 10. Eric . 11. Air raid . 

15. Title . 16.Cbester . 18. Serial. 20. Brunt . 21. ~ter . 
24. F.ast. 28. Ob! 29 • .la . 

The first correct sol ution was sent in by MR. J . X. !!ORGAN, LIVE2U'OOL, 

to whocn a post order for 5/- bas been sent. 

1uu11uuu111uuunuuu11u11111uuu1uun11111uuu11u111111 

Dear FM. tor , 

7 S1111111erfield Gerdens, 
Bramley, 
Leeds 13. 

8-5-57 

One hesitates in correcting an exper t like Mr. w. O. G. Lofts, 

but as a matter o! fact there were '5'1 issues of the A.P. Robin Hood 

Library - not 56 as he states in th e May •c.D." 
No. 57 which is before me now, contains tbe story "TIIE HAUNTED 

BELFRY". Also a short talo about Dick Turpin , "CAPrAlll SOMmSE'l''S 

DOOBLE" by Morton Pike. 
!ours sincerely, 

GERALD ALLISJN. 

• • * 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by J ACK 1100D 

Nostav, J 28 Sto ckton Lane, York. 
Fhone: 25795 

• • ••• 
A welcome air letter from an old ftiend, Jack Murtagh of Nev 

Zealand , who confina from bis complete collect ion of Nugget Library 

my assu:options of last month. The sto ry, "The Honour of St. Frank's" 

to which I referred, is, he writes, "th e aame sto ry word for vord". It 

ran as a serial in the first eigh t i ssues of the Nugget Weekl y dated 

Julv 17t h, 1920, t o September 4th , 1920. 
"It vss th en repea ted 

the following month in the 
Nugget Library, No, J5, one of 
the tvo issues f or October , 1920, 
aurel y a record for a reprint 11• 

Thanks Jack, It certain ­
ly kept the record straight, and 

I hope ve shall be hearing more 
f rom yru before vary long . Jack 
adds a "rider" which makes me 
very envi ous - he only vants 15 
Old Series copies to complete 
his Ml set of N. L,L' a. They 
are4 , 7, 16 , 17, J1, 40, 64, 65, 
7J, 75 , 76 , 78 , 82, 88 and 92. 

I sincerely hope som&­
one can hel p; 1 ' m ahniu my 
°"" collec tion before 14J Old 
Series i s als o seriously 
defi cient , more ' s the pity. 

And now, vhBt to talk about this month? There is so much that 

could be written , so many avenuee of int eres t to explore , yet not a 

suue stion from s growing li s t of Nelson Leo f nna . Let me know your 

ideas please , then I can aim t o sa tisfy the customers - and, msy be , 

grab more edi t orisl Spece! 
Meanwhil e , I th ought you mi@lit l ike to hear somet hin& about 

Bellton t ha t tyPical. li tt le Sussex vill age , o mile from St , Frank ' s 
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about which, and its inhabitants, Brooks drew such fascinating pictures 
in his stories . 

A small , complict village, it is situated to t he south of t he 
College, in a hollow fashioned by the meanderin;l:3 of the River Stowe, 
and nestling in the shadow of the extensive Bellton Yood,which 
stre tc hes from the borders of the village t o the Half Kile Masdow 
adjoining the school ' s East Paddock. Beyond the rolling meadows fade 
into the downl.am rasching to Shingle !lead and to the seaside resort 
of Caisto we , or northvard to the hl8her land on which Bannington 
stands. To the west lies the open wildness of Bannington Moor and 
the village of Edgemore. 

l!enr how Nipper, disguised as Richard Basil Herbert Bennett, 
set lhe scene when be became !lipper at St . Frank's in July , 1917 (No. 
112 Old Series). "Bennett s t epped out of the t rain ont o the sun­
scorched plat form of Bell ton Station . "Not had : " he r'""8l"ked 
critically , eyeing the picturesque country station, and t he green 
hedges and f ields all around , "not bad at all . In f ac t, it •s 
distinctly good." 

"It was evening, and the sun vas shining fran a clear blue sky. 
naving deposited me upon the gravel - covered platform, the sl ow branch­
line train proceeded upon its weary way. I passed out of the sta"t i on . 
Right opposite l ay the River Stowe, quite a decent stream . 

"The village it se lf was a little further on, over th e bridge 
nestling in a hollo-,. The sun was shining glori ously, and I decided 
to take the towing-path route. The roads were dusty, and I didn ' t 
want to ;arrive at St . F'rank's looking lik e a miller . " 

From then om,srds over th e yasrs, Brooke • s picture of Bellton 
was to oocome peinted on the broad canvru, with inc reasing clarity. 
Ye were to become acquainted with its better class hostelrie s , the 
George Tavern and the Railway Inn, and wit h the Yhite Harp Inn where 
Mr. Jonas Portlock kept open and uneasy house for the l!JlY blades of 
St . F'rank's. 

Ye heard, too, of the ruined Bellton Abbey where, in turn, 
Eustace Cerey , Stanl ey Clavering and Stanley Waldo were to have note­
wortlzy adventures . Ye enj oyed refreshments at Mr. Binks 1s cosy 
little tuckshop; we had our customary tiff s wit h the short-tempered 
ironmonger, Mr. Sharp; we helped the Rev. Ethe lbert Coodchild to 
rai se funds for the maintenanc e of the ancient villag e church of St. 
Peter. 

lie met otmr village worthies , good and bad; we met tho local 
lads on tho sports field; and ~e enjoyed fun and dram as required 



wh<m Moat Hollows , on 
the outskirts of 
Bell ton, periodically 
changed hands and 
functions . We cut 
throu8h the Wood ar 
pl odded up thlr long 
lane to the school in 
sunshine , in snow, in 
gale or in fl ood. 

In short , t he 
scene became part of 
our daily life, t oo . 
With Nipper end Co., 
we were there . I .-., -;: ' ·i, ~;::,i1' 
wonder if Friardale, 
Ryl combe end Coombe 
were as cl early 
defined and docunented. 
Maybe , maybe not; but give me quiet, unhurried Bell t on in beautiful 
Sussex by the sea! 

111u11 1 1n1 u1111.......- ... . ....... . . ..... .. .... ilNIIIIUI II UI NNll NJIIIINII 

CONQUEST MARCHES ON 

Edwy Searles Brooks latest book, published under his now 
famous pen-name of Berkeley Cray , is ent itled "Conquest After MidniBht ~ 
Take one lioness prowling the lane s of rural Essex after dark, a 
devas tating bea utiful bl onde , a villain ous newspaper magnate politician, 
add a m,ysterious fatal accident which i s real l y camQ(ia ged murder, 
sU!klry kidnappings as before. All that is new is a breathless chase 
in I tal y , cen t ring round the chair-l ift to th e summit of the Black 
Crag, a picturesq ue mountain in the Italian Dolomites . 

liritt.m in his most ui>-to-date breezy s t yle, Conquest fans 
,nil lap it up an:l to newcomers it will prove a wortey introdu::tion 
to th e p,ce end zest of one of the most popular au thors of modem 
thri ll ers. 

Berke l ey Gray. "Conquest Afte r Midnight". Collins. May 20th . 10/6d . 

FRANK Vll!NON LAY 
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QUERY CC!OOll 

Mr. F. Sturdy, 8 lfatson Stree t, lliddlesbroU@ll, asks :-

Can anyone tell me the author of a serial cal l ed "Adventure 
I slend" which appeared in "Chuckles" duri ng the first worl d war? It 
had n character called "Toddy". 

\IAliTED URGEll!'LY - to complete nm for bin ding , Sexton Blake Libr azy 
3rd Series, 25, 26, 71 , 30, 46, 47, 51, 52, 58, 71, 80 , 85. 
Also t :,, iolloo:iz,~ S .B.L. 3rd Seri es in good condition c.s re placa,en t 
copies: Nos. 23, 33, 39, 42, 43, 45, 48, 49, 50, 53, 54, 55, 57, 59, 
6~~.6~M.m.~ . ~ . s.w.n.n , N,7~TI , W,~, M,ITT, 
88, 89, 90, 95, 97, 108, 111, 112, 130, 132, 133, 134, 140, 143, 149, 
150, 151. 
Also urgently needed Union Jack 1352. S.B .L. 2nd Series 243 and 
good copy of Sexton Blake Annual No. 4. 
Cen you please help? Hi!!hest prices gi. ven. 
VIC'roR OOLBY, 8 Bm!SFORD AVll.'UE, BEVml.f !!ILLS N.s.w. AIE'll!ALIA. 

EXCHANC.S WA!ITED FOR THE FOLI.OWING - Magnets B.F. 4d. Dixon Brett 
Lib . Aldine Adventure - Footer - Thri ll er Libs. 
Football and Sports Lib . Buffalo Bills , Ne-.mes etc . 
I 1<ant:- S.0 .L' s , N. L.L' s, Nuggets, containing St . Frank's, 
S.A. E. plesae , Two Magnets far <Jach S.O.L. (Greyfriars and St. Jim's 
only}. 
J. R. COOK, 1 W MARIA STRM, BENWELL, NEWCASTLE ON TYNE, 4. 

HAMILTOilIANA continued from page 167 
ODD ITEMS OF INTEREST 

by E. V. Copeman. 

MYSTERY OF THE l!IXED ~m 
My good friend Syd Seyth phoned me at the office toda.Y (18/4/57) 

to off er congratulations on sn article concerning Early I s= • of The 
School Friend he had just read in his air-mailed copy of the April C.D. 

"But " I protested , "I've never written any articles on the 
School Friend ! 11 

Syd l aughed. "Herbert reckons you have! 11 he de.clared. "Th.is 
one ' s published in yru r nane - though aa a matter of f act it reads 
mighty fami li ar to me, something like a li ttle ef fort I typed out and 



sent off to him some months ago , " 
"You mean your rust C,D, arti cle" . 
"Yes". He tried to so\md gllJII but gl1111ness and Syd Saiytb 

don' t go well together . "Nov you ' ve pinched my thunde r! Could I 

cbani!e my nane by deed-pe ll? " 
"Don't do thst , Syd" I ~old him hastily. "One Copeman in the 

C, D, is quite enough, I 'll write and tell Herbert it ' s eit her a case 

for Blake - the >lystery of the Mixed Im - or else that you ,.., taken 

a new job as a tgtiost write r• for me. " 
And, beliew me, Syd is~retty substantial ghost - an energet­

ic one , too . Apart from his activi ti es connected with our local 

O,B, B,C, gatbertngi, , right now he has a pert in "Old~ " which is 

being pr esen ted on the stage by an amateur group. 
He doesn 't have time to play at "ghosts• . Ths Sohool hi.end 

articlo was his , not mine. .. .... 
BUNTER OVFll THE YEARS - IN'JERESTING OOMPARISONS 

'!'he voxk of C. H. Chapnan owr the years, the gradual changes 

in the style of his drawings , and the metamorphosis of Billy Bunter 

have occasioned ca:ment and interest in these Jl888S, 

llith this in mind it is of particular interest to compare 

side by side th ese thre e exmnples of Cbaprsn ' s woxk - thre e l arge 

portraits of Bunter , as follows :-

1, Cover of Blue and llhite Magnet No, 673 dated 1/1/ 1921 . 

2, Cover of Red and Blue Popular NS No, 442 dated 16/7/ 1977. 
3, Fir st inside illus tra tion in Billy amter •s Own No, 1 (1953) . 

Styl es may change , but Bunter rec:ains ,. .... Bunter! 

(!lore next month) 

* .... 

TIME ROLIB ON. lie are nearly bslf w1111 through the year , which 

IIC8ll9 "Down to t he C, D, Annual in earnest", llext month the 

fmniliar forms wil l be goin& out. It seems eviden t that the "llho ' s 

Vho" was missed last year so we shall have t o find room for it 888,in . 

I'll just appeal to :,ou j o make your details as brief aa possible, 
Aeyvay, we 'll have a good chat about it all next month, 

H. L. 

IOOK OOPLICATING SERVICES, 12A THE SHAMBIES, YORK. Tel: York 25148 


