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CHAIR 

THE ELEVENTH ANIIUAL! Well here once again are the nov familiar !oms . 

Gosh! .. e are now in the second decade om I am already hoping that 

when roWld about Christmas time you will scrutinise it, place it along ­

side the others · and say "it completes a grand team." 
However, at the start I'd like to have one of 111:f little heart 

to heart talks, for I always like to look upon it as a family affair . 

Some til:Je ago one subscriber, when paying for the last Annual , 

ccm:,ented favourably on some articles, was critical of others and 

ended up by saying "But it costs too much". Well, I had to smile 

rether wr,yly at that and if I had bothered to reply to him I should 

have had to tell him tr.at if he wanted the next Annual he would .l\&Ve 
to be prepared to pay a shilling more. Hovever, I decidE!ll I rad no 

need to worry over that one grouse , for only once befO"! ..ad I had n 

complain t about th e price,and that vas over th e firs t one . Moreover, 

I have been told mmy times that the Annual would be well worth it if 

it cost twice tho price . 
llell the price isn't going to be doubled, but th ere simply hllS 

to be 811 increase of a shilling nnd I fee l sure all of you rill, vith 

the possible exception of the disgruntle d one referred to ..... tl8X'O<i .it 

is justified. But just in case there .J.e a few ot hers, I ' 11 just 

point out that it's three yenrs since the last increase of the sSJte 

nmount. In the interval precticaUy every newspaper and periodical 

has increased it s price , some mor,tt than once. Even then , some like 
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that veteran, "Answers", and the once mighty "Picture Post" have 
fallen by tlll way. 

You wouldn •t like that t o happen to "Our Annual" woul d you? 
Our publishers have been very cons id erate but inevitably some i ncreased 
costs have had to be pass ed on. In ad diti on , post"8(!s and the price 
of envel opes have doubled in the last year or two. So I am sure you 
will ogrec I have made out r,zy case for "anothe r bob" . In fac t, I 
have an idea somo of you will say th ere was no need tc make any 
npology . 

Just another word whilst I'm at it though . It does he l p a 
lot if you send your orde rs in ear l y . Last year as usual , when the 
time come for "running off" I had a bi t of anxiety as to how many copies 
I should allow for. If inconvenient, t here I s no need t o send cas h 
yet, so whY not fill in tha forms t1hilst you have them handy? Yes , as 
I snid last month we shall have to have the "llho ' s Who" in again and 
believe me it's a terrific job compilin g i t. So you will make thi.nss 
as easy as possible , won't yo\l? 

As f or contents , well , more of that anon. 

* * * 
THE RIGHT SPIRIT ~~ " About n year ago, Bette Pate of 
Drum:noyne, New South Wales j ofoe d our circlA . I was abl e tc put her 
in t ouch with several of th e loyal fans in the Sydnoy d.i.striot ond 
sin ce then I havs many em ery , enthusiast.Le let"tors which have been 
a joy to read. Time and time agi,.in she has pnid tribute to tJtA 
friendship, she has made and tm pleasure tha t hao brought intc her 
life . Here are some extracts from a recen t l e tter -

"Both Erni e Carter and Vic Colby were on holiday so were 
,:.sent fro m our little party for tes . ' However, we made a cosy l i ttl e 
foursome l(ith Syd Smythe and his wife (she ' s such a sweet little thing 
with the mosi" 1ascinating voice) and our new recruit , Arnold Keena 
end myself . ltt, dived into Chinatown and at a genuine Chinase 
restaurant spent ll very pleasant hour . lie the n went on tc Eric 
Copeman •s home. By this time we were on very friendly terms with 
Arnold and of course we wer e ooon at ease with Rosemarie and Eric . 
Vic Colby jo ined us soon aft er and we se ttl ed down to a very 
interes~ _e vening ." 

la ter on she says , "Vic Colby has let me borrow a huge parce l 
of U.J's including the whol e of Teed's serial "The Bla ck Abbot" . 

Oh how it makes me fee l that the wor ld is s t i ll a grand place 
tc live in when I rece ive l etters l ike t hat . 



YoUrS sincere l y , 

l!Elll!ERT I8:KlliBY. 

11u n1 uu un• •• ••'"******* ......... •o••u 111n111u n ••••• ••un• • • •• 

conducted by JOOEPIIINE PACKMAN 

27, Archdal e Road, East Dulwich1 London S. E. 22 

Thanks to llr . H. II. Twyman, I havo now the solu tion to one of 

the ' posers' I sot recently 1n B4ldano (Ms,y 1957). I have Hr . 

Twymru\1s kin d permissio n to quote from his l ette r which, as you will 

see , is most enlis)ltening! 
Valt er ilebb1s 12 fav ourite U.J . stories appear in this issue , 

and o further choice - ury husband' s - will be prin t ed next month, 

Incidentally, in comparing th ese selections , I find several readers 

plump for one or tvo of the same sto rie s , including at lea.tone of ury 

own. 
JOOIE PAOO!AN .... 

THE CREA® OF 'lllEM ALL 

By F. Vernon Lay 

To decide vho wes the greatest of all the many criminals against 

vbom Sexto n Blake pitted bis wit s from t ime t o time is no eesy task . 

So many names come to mind - suave l!urlon Rymer, impudent Georp Marsdei: 

Pllllllller, elusive I.eon Kestrel th e Mester Hmimer, debonair Zenith , 

sini s ter Dr. Satira , r evengeful Paul Cynoa - they all deserve a place 

high in the list , but to ury mind pride of place must go to The 

)lyste ri ous Mr. Reece, that enigmatic characte r created by tha t master­

oraftsman Robert Murrey who gave us, in addi ti on to Paul Cynoa and 

Dr, Satire mentione d above , so IIIB1lY other unfortpttable pen-portraits , 

lie first met Reece 1n S.B.L, 1st Seri es No, 41 "The )lysterious 

Mr. Reece", Reece became an imnediate hit and appeared in a number 
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of Union Jack stories, generally also involving the Rafnes - like 
characte r Dirk Dollaro , known as "The Bat" . These sto rie s are well 
worth read.in,:, deal in,: ri th the friendship that developed between th e 
Bat and Sexton Blake , and tho formcr •s reformation and th e part he 
played in the battle of master-minds . Over a ll the sto ri es tho 
shadow of the, as yet, unborn Criminal Confederation can be seen , and 
it iz a very pecul i ar fact that when th e fir st few nlllllbers of the 
Criminal Confederation seri es began tc eppear (U,J . Nos , 806, 007 and 
808) 1:ilol e pessege s of too preceding ' stori es wero incorpcrated in the 
new st ori es absol ut ely word for word, with only such al to rations as 
wero necess it ated by the new set-up of th e Crim.in,,l Confederation , 
There is not si:nco enough in this short article tc give chapter and 
verse but to anyone sufficien tly interested tho writer will be pleased 
tc gi ve full details. 

Tinker' s first sight of Reece is described as follows 
(U.J, No. TIS): "It was a face that Tinker dreamt · about for many weeks 
afterwards - i:nllid to the greyish hue of a corpse, wrinkled like the 
back of spot ted toad, and with a head that was as bald as an egg, the 
cranilll develoJJI10nt sagging over the ears , and bulgin,: out over the 
bony eyesockets, wherein were set two eyes thst seemed to glow with 
the l ustre of tranaperent green jade. Green as aneralds troy were and 
as unwinkin,: as an owl. and in thai.r depths seemed to lurk th e 
concentration of all that was evil, ccl.lous, malevolent, nnd cunning. 
The man •s hands were like the cl aws of a bird, yellow as old ivory , 
and thin as a bunch of dri ed bones . I/is nose was shaped like the beak 
of a vul turo, and seemed just as fleshless am as osseous , and th o 
cruel, thin - lipped mouth beneath it W"'j twisted in a continual sneer. 
Tinker paled as he ~zed as thoueh spe f].- bound - to guess tha man's 
age was iJ:lpos,;J.ble - he might have been anything from eighty to a 
hundred am twenty, or even older . His skin hoked like t he dried skin 
of an Egyptian cunmy, and his whole body may hsve been dead save for 
the wonderful light of mental virility and intelligence that glowed 
in too haart of the big ururinking eyes . " 

There vere many later descriptions of Reece but none thst rank 
rith this portrait of concentrated evil. 

In th e story be hss lived up fully to his title of master-­
criminal. In the space of a few days fourteen different banks have 
boon brokan into end rifled, sixteen polioeoEn he.d disappeared from 
their beats am one munlered, and the Chief Co!!l!lliss ione r of Police 
~lf kidnapped within o st one's throw of th e Yard, and with all 
this not a single clu e , .lt the same time six of the most expert safe-
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bre akers have also disappeared within a short t ime of beillg re l eased 
fran prision , !!ere is the birth of t i.. method by which t he later 
Cri.minal Confederation recruited i ts ranks on a world-wi de scale , in 
which well -known criminals were contacted on the ir re l ease f rom prison 
and spiri t ed away to a hi ddE!l headquarters , much to the mystification 
of the worl d ' s pol ice - forces, 

Yet wit h al l the malevolence of Reece ' s characte r, Murray - as 
with all his characterisa t ions - gives him, occasionally, some signs 
of humanity . As for instance when , afte r kidnapping Tinker frcm Baker 
Street , he places a cushion under the senseless head of the bound ,mi 
e,:,.gged Mrs. Bardell . 

This seri es of ya.ms is well worth reading . The scope and 
nudaci ty of Reece I s schemes md the mast erl y way hi e plans are foiled 
by the genius of the one man capabl e of rising to similar levels of 
intelligence , that is, the one and only Sexton Blake , aided by tho 
courage om nerve of tha r efonoed Bat, the loyalty and devotion of 
Tinker and the dogged per:,everan ce and deteminat i on of Inspector 
Coutts, in the face of seemingly overwhelming odds, make them stories 
that demenl in tmir om right a high place in the Sexton Blake Sagi,. 

* * * 
T!Wt'K YOU - MR. TWYMAN! 

In response to tm two posers I set in May Bl akiana , the 
following letter was sent to me by the former edi t or of the Union Jack 
and Letective Weekly: 

"I •m afraid I can ' t Le very help ful about your poser concerning 
George Marsden Pl.umner, except to say that the s t ory in which ho set 
cff at a ste ady lope through the gathering mist must have been before 
my time as editor of the U .J. ; I don • t think I ~hould have passed the 
word • lnpo'. lloesn • t seen qui t e right somehow, in the case of a biped . 

As to the other , no wonder that you and the othe r Jmovl edgeable 
Blake devotee have failed to i dentify t he source-sto ry about the 
severed -head-carrying professor and the young man with the defective 
eyesigh t . It is not a Blake story at al l, but vill be foun d in Ne, 
107 of Newnes I Bulldog Library ( Tubby Haig) Ul'.der the t it l e of "The 
Man in Wax". 

Your er . .cr:d.rt !l" is to be excused far this eITOr, however , for 
the story appesc'<:d some ti.me in the early 120 1s - about 1923'-4 I think . 

The young man with tho defective eyesight ( he had just had 
'drops • p.,t into his eyes ) half - saw the professor and his head in 
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Piccadilly andwaa persuaded to ente r the professo r' s chauffe ~ ven 
limousine cl'8Vli.ng alongside , The whol e inciden t vaa witnessed by 
Hai g and his assis t ant ·Rags fro m the top of a bus . The profassor was 
called Osman Crooch and the young man Frederick Burch. The explanation 
of the goin85--0n vas ttiat Crooch planned to impersonnte himse l f as a 
corpse ond therel>y collec t from the insurance company on a l ife policy. 

It wasn 't much of a s t ory, but it is inte~sting t o !mow that 
somebody has remembered that opening afte r all these years . 

1. 
2. 
}. 
4, 
5. 
6. 
7 , 
8. 
9 , 

10. 
11. 
12. 

As to the autho r , I wrot e the story mysel f . " 

* * * 
MY TWELVE FAVOURITE U.J. (BLAKE) STORIES 

(As se l ected by Walter llebb) 

"The Case of · the Cataleptic" . . .· ·!N· o: • 6!
4
}820

2 "Sexton Blake ' s Ordeal~· .. 
"The Master Anarchis t" . 
"The Yellow Sphinx " ·· 512 

"The Black Cloud" ... ·.·.·.· .. · .... .( " 126
564

5 
nThe Crimson Pear l '~... . ( 
"In t he Midst of Fanine". .. . ... . ( " 94

16
4
5 11Fi.ve Years After 11 ( 

"The Green Jester~ ...... ( " 1}79 
"The I·\ystery of the Moving Mountain'!. . ..... ·····.·.··.·.-.(( :: 1

1
020
157 "The Hystery of Mrs. Bardell ' a Christmas Pudding''. 

"The Lord of the Ape ~!en" .. . . ( " 1206 

* • * 
HOW'S YOlil! ME110RY (No. 6) 

By E. V. Copeman 

Followers of Sexton Blake will recall that among other 
accomplishments Blake was a qualified doct or. Yet how many of us car. 
bring to mind sny story in which Blake , in th'.! course of t he plot , 
acti.ally prac ti ced ( thou8h briefly - and for one evening only) as a 
codicsl man, genuinely diagno sing and prescribing far l egitima t e 
pa t ients? 

The following extract mJ.8ht bring a · certain story to your 
memory. If you can remember th.is incident , can you also rema:nOt?r the 
author and its title? Here it is: 
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Several patients sat in the wai t~room. "Good evening, 
doctor" one or two said, and Sexton Blake gravely returned their greet­
ing in rather brusque tones • •• 

Be was doing nothing wrong. Blake could have put up a brass 
plate outside his house at Baker Street with "M.D." following his name, 
and have practised as a doctor and been quite within his rishts. In 
his yotul8'3r days he had studied medicine, and he held degrees that 
many guneral pr acti ti oners misht have envied . To all intents and 
purposes , for this evening he was a locun tenens ••• and not a soul 
could be the worse off for the detective treating their bodily ills., • 
though he hoped he would encounter no very serious cases. 

As it happened, he didn •t . And patients chanced to be SO!lllr 

what scarce this evening . There was a chi ld suffering very obviously 
with mumps; anothe r badly wanted her adenoids and t onsils attended to; 
and a navvy with gout, to wbJm Blake 193ve medicine and advice to gi.ve 
up beer - much to his diBgust ! The rest of the cases were mostly 1DBde 
up of coustis , colds and the after - effects of influenza . 

At half-psst seven Blake found the waiting-room EDpty. So 
capably did he desl with the patients that he dispo sed of three in the 
time that the real doctoer would have taken to treat two. 

Remember the story now? He had another patient a littl e later 
whom he attended quite unperturebly: 

Back in tie consulting-room (says the author), with dexterous 
skill Sexton Blake was cleansing and preparing to stitch up a gash in 
the ha1'i of a grocer who had run a bacon-hook throUBh his pelm, llut 
by five minutes psst eieJ!t the last patient had gone. 

That was when Blake 1s real mission bef93ll. Be was searching for 
something ' and I •ve no intentio n of spoiling things by telling you about 
that here, except to give one more brief extract to show the extra­
ordinary use to which he put the doctor's stethoscope. Here it is , 
quoted from the yarn: 

As Blake went over to the combination safe one corner of his 
mobile lips went up in a derisiv a s;,il e . Hl crooks were fools in some 
way or othe r. This sa fe was years old and of a pattern risht out of 
date . lf it held <i<1.ck and iM;>ort911t sec rets, they might just as vel.1 
have been kept locked in a cneap cash-box. · 

From the teble Blake took up the medico •a stethoscope. Be 
inserted the earpieces in his ears or.d returned to the ad e. Placing 
th e rubber soumer "8'll,llSt the fa ,'d green paint of the steel door in 
the regi.on of the lock, he tur: .• ·l t) ,~ pointer slowly to and fro round 
the metal dial of the combinat i<l;l. 



He stood there alertly l istening for the faint sounds of the 
fell of t he ti.nblers . 

"Got it!" he suddenly muttered, 
Ho tossed the stethoscope back onto the table, th:m gave tm 

pointer a few quick twists. There · was a click and Sexton Blake opened 
tho released door of the doctor I s safe , 

· Guessed it yet? Here are a few clues. 

1 • Tho st ory appeare d in the SEJCTO! BLAKE LIBRARY and wns reprinted 
(also in tlB S,B.L.) within a matter of 8 years . 

2. Pedro, th ough not actual l y neaessory to too plot, was mentioned 
several times during t he story . 

3. '.!ho Scotlood Yard man with whom Blako worked wore a beal:,l. , 
4. The author wrote several stories f eaturing a well -Imown criminal 

Mt,igonist of Blllke's, thou,ih he was not mentioned in this 
pirticuler adventure. 

5. Clue to the title i s partly given in my second quotation from tbe 
author, in this article . 

(Answer next month) 

~ll lllllllllllt.ll llll****lllltlllllllllt ll llllllllllllllllllllfitH*H *it lllllllllllllllllllll l ir**** **** 
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1396, 1398, 1399, 
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102, 129, 132, 213, 236, 272, 297, 335, 489, 663, 667, 687, 693, 723 
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rms. J . PAC".<MAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, E. DULWICH, S. E. 22, 
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WANTED S.P.C, 28-32 , 
Offers to MELL, 49 GRACEF1ELD GARDE!fl, STREi.'mAN, S.W.16. 
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Sexton Bloke Bust 

IBOM INFORMATION !WJEIVED - NO. 3 
By.II. 0 G. Lofts . 

One of the most tr eas ur ed and sought afte r of collec t ors i t OOIS 
is tlE Sexton Blake Bust . It is in teresting t o note that there wer e 
abou t 850 Busts which were or i ginally sent to "Union .rack" r eaders 
under t he Token Scheme in the 1920s , Sculptured by Eric Parker , his 
first nttem pt at this kind of thing; the mould and casts made by 
Regnli & Son of Cl er kenwell Road, London, • • C. 1. 

Afte r the scheme had finished , trere wer e still n)Rut 100 
Busts remaining to be dispcsed of; and they wer e te!!lpcro.t.f l nid in a 
ro w l ike a wall in t he u • .r. Off ice. They gradually disnppeared 
mostly with the departure of outhors who had visited t he office - :ind 
were t ecpted perhaps by visio ns of a free drink in exchange f or them 
in t he taverns of Fl eet ' Street , 

Of cl.l th e Busts that were made, only about a round dozen nre 
known to exist today - that is , of cours e , in our circle. How !IV'.llY 
more ar e stil l exis tin g in homes through out the world , one will never 
know exactly . 

Auth ors of the Thomson Papers 
When my good friends, Derek Adley and Jim Swan mentioned to me 

recen tl y t hat they wer e offered 10/ - for copi es of the "Wi zard" i t 
brought my attention to too fa ct how little is known about the authors 
who wrot e f er the "Wizar d" "Rover" "Adventure" "Skipper 11 11F.otspur 11 

and too two short li ved papers "Red Arrow" and "Vanguard". 
Unlike the A.P. paper s who did publish the authors names -

the Scottish firm did so only on very rare occasions , for reasons which 
are only known to themselves. Whether the pclicy of al l s t ori es 
remaining anonymous through the ysars was good or bad - it seems to 
have paid off ; for the Thomson papers ar e sti ll fl ourishing todcy 
whil st t he A.P. issue s have long sinc e been dead . 

Now to the impcrt ant part - who did write most of the sto ri es? 
I know for certain that Cl8llY of the r egular Bl lllre wri ters did so, and 
the followin g lis t · will surprise many: 

G. ll. Teed, Gwyn Evans , Gilbert Chest er , Geor~ E. 
Roches ter, Fred Gordon Cook, Francis Warwick {also 
of course, Warwick Jardine) , Walte r Tyrer , Eric II, 
Townsend and many more well know A.P. Authors . 

A pcint which should be stressed is that the f inn of Thomson d=>d a 



~~~~~~~~~~~-- 184-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

far higller standard of writing than that -.hich is required by the A,P, 
and it is not ss easy ss one thinks to have work accepted by this finn. 

F, Know lc s Camp ling 
One of the most colourful personalities ever to become Editor 

of "Chums" was F. Knowl es Campling. Ile served on the staff of Casset 
from the middle of the first world war until the ear ly 20s , Besides 
writing stories in "Clrums" as Edi tor under his own name ho also wrote 
many yarns under the name of m:IC 1'1XJD, Campling at a later date left 
"Chums" to go freelancing and was for a time Editor of the boys paper 
"Toby" until it was takm o'fl)r by an even moro colourful personality , 
Gllyn Evans! To conclude this little piece I would l ike to record 
one of the most remarkable coincidences I have ever come across . 

In 1917 Campling was also Editor of "Lit t le Foll<s Annual" and 
wrote a long article in its J)88"S for tha young readers on Road Safety, 
complete with illustrations and diagrama . Very sad to say in 1940 
C'Jj?.ling whilst crossing the road at Lancing, S(lssex, was knocked down 
by a bus and killed ! 

Tom Browne 
Creator of the world famous trempe Weary Willie and Tired Tim, 

Tom Browne' s actual letters afte r his !llllle - as qualifications as an 
;µ-tist has been in doubt for sane years. Joi), good friend Len Packman 
in his excellent article on comics in the 1955 C,D, Annual mistakenly 
had the letters R,A, after his !llllle; and this was the result of many 
interesting debates which were discussed amOIJ€-'t menbers at t he London 
Club last year , Len in my opinion was quite justified in thinking 
that Browne was an R.A. as he rod his first pic ture hung in the Royal 
Acadc,ny r.s for beck as 1897, and was a regular contribut or for many 
years afte rwards , 

In actual fact, Browne was made a member of the Royal Society 
of British Artists in 1898, and a · member of t he Roytl Institute of 
Painters in Water-Colour in 1901, which made him a R. B.A. and an R.I. 

There was a tims when Tom Browne was turning out seven se ts of 
six drawings a piece weekly for comics in the la t e 1890s, and his work 
was su>h in d~d that he had the market at his mercy, Browne, how­
evro,, .as determined to do better th:ines, and although it has been 
stated the.t he dreSlled so much of hi s characters and creations that 
they got on his nerves and handed them to other artists , I should think 
that the real reason was that he was detormined to better himself and 
make a real name in the worl d of art. Tom Browne died in 1910, 



Return of Old Favourites 
Foll01<:ing the return of too lovable Mrs. Bardell in a July 

issue of the S.B.L. No. 386 ROADHCWE GIRL by Desmond Reid; I under­
stan d that those two very popular detectives Claudius Venner and Sgt, 
Belford of Scotland Yard will be re appearing in the August issue 3S7, 
"Murder with Variety " by yet another new author to the Blake field, 
Willi er., Arthur. 

Harry Broster writes 
Regardi ng the Greyfriars Map issued with Magnet No. 1672 dated 

March 2nd1~ . When Mr . C. H. Chapman who is president of our 
Midlend Cl id us a 'O'isi t in April of 1956, I myself shOl<ed hiJ!l 
this particular map and in the presence of all us members of the Mid­
land, he denied being responsible for this. Quoting from &8net No, 
1672 the editor said this map was the work of a '\:lever artis t, who was 
also a keen reader of the Magnet• . But to use'IMr. Chapnan1s o-.m 11ords 
this was not the best known illustration of the Magnet. It is beyond 
argument that this particular map is the most accurate of any published, 
apart from n vaguenes s regarding Greyfriar.l nearness to the sea , but 
the fact remains, Mr. Chapman~ responsibility. 

(Note: In foirness Bill Lofts will any that though he had it 
on good authority that the map was drawn by Mr, Chapman it did 
need confinnation . However , Mr. Chapman's statement makes it clear 
that the infonnant was wrong. H.L.) 

WlllOINIIIONNUIIUUNlillilllUNIINUNNilUUNU~ .... *'*****·u•n u11Nff 

~: M!:8nets and Gems. Will exchange or buy. Hundreds of 
duplicates. 
D. 0 ' 8ERLil!i', 17220 GR.!:3HAM STREET, NCllTHRIDGE, CALI:romIA, U.S.A. 

~ urgently - Pink covered Union Jacks as follows: - No, 206 "Sexton 
Blake-\ihal.ar"; No. 404 "The Fl ying Column"; llo. 504 "The Long Trail"; 
llo , 752 "The Golden Reef"; No. 878 "The Island of Death". 
Your price peid. 
A. G. STANDEN, 33 GRAS!o!ERE AVlllUE, HEATOII CHAPEL, STOCKPORT. 

~: Bound Volumes "Ma81'J8t" pre 1935 and "Greyfriars" s.o,r,i11 l.AIIRE}ISJN, 44 BLEAKllILL ROAD, ST. BELEtlS, LAIICS. 

SALE: Over 430 MAGNETS!! Complete run January 1932 - !lay 1940 (except 
1267). Many mint ; (all except 3) good condition. 1940 - 30/• 
1 :)~2 to 36 - U,. 10s ~ ]l<lr ~gr. 1937 . to 1939 - £4 per yen:r. 

A!ITHQNY BAf@!, Q!l!!IST CHURCH VICARAGE, BARN:lr, HER'IS, 
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LE'l'rER BOX 

No "Reduced Hours" for Frank Richards 

Rose Lawn, 
Kings@ilte, 

Kent . 
June 20th, 1957 • 

Dear Herbert Leckenby . l 
Many thanks for the c. D. I would have acknowled~ its wel­

come arrivil earli er, but the machine has been rather crowded of late. 
Just now I am up to the ears in a nev series of T. V. plays which are 
to foll01 1. the •repeats" that are now running. It vas very interesting 
to read Roger· Jankins ~ t he subj ect of Bunter the Ventriloqui s t: for 
as it happens, one of the nev plays deals vith our fat old friend's 
ventriloquism. 

With kindest regards, 
Always yours sincerely , 

FRANK RICIIARI6 

...... 
That old , old problem - Prices 

Dear Herbort Leckenby, 

47 Cromwell Road, 
Cambridge. 

I venture to vri te to the Digest on a matter that has given 
me concern f or some time, that of t he inflated prices being asked by 
some people f or old boys' books. Even if the .scarcity vilus of some 
Hamilton books ( t.>w, most prized items) justifies occasional high 
prices for a particularly needed item, nevertheless it seems to me 
t hat some prices quoted r ecen tly are beyond reason, and if they are 
encouraged , will ruin our hobby° by making collecting beyond the reach 
of ordinary folks. For i,zyself, I could never justify paying 12/- for 
tJIVJ ~t; or £10 for t11VJ year !s run (presunably unbound) of th! late 
1930s , I am also s~red (unless I have misread the figure) at a 
price of 1:1-7--0 for a bound volume of the Girls Own Paper ( 1~9). I 
have vi thin the last fev years i,zyseli bought two such volumes locally 
for veil under 10/- s piece, 
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When I was first introduced to the hobby clan , nearly ten 

yenre ago , I' found many peopl e willing to help a new collector with 

the odd glft, or the reasonably priced volume, That is still, I am 

sure, the spirit of the bulk of collectors . 

Yours sincerel,Y , 
ll, T, THURD:lll 

(Note: When I received the advert Bill ~ n refers to I don' t mind 

saying I was perturbed so much so that I consulted Len Packman about 

it , His advice was that it should be publiabed as received and on 

reflection I decided to do so, From letters and verbal coments I 

hnve md since , it seems it was the best thing to do . In fairness to 

::e 8!::!~r 1~:!!!e~ ~ ~:" a~~~.;~i,;e :;~l o!i,~~ -.t 
volume would seem to make tha t obvious , for as Bill says , such volumes 

= be bought for a shilling or two. However, this publicil;y ~ put 

matters ri8ht . As tor Bill's other remarl<S I do honestly think there 

is ll01f a tendency far prices to come down rather than rise, As for 

his hope that the spiri t of comradeshi p still exists I am happy to 

assure him it does as will be seen from n typ i cal example referred to 

in "'If chat . I too , ferventl,Y hope it vill always be so. H.L. ) 

9th June , 1957. 

Dear Edi tar, 

• * • 
THAT "0ffll LETHR " 

319 Long Lane, 
F.ast Finchley , 

London. N.2 . 

-In reply to "An Open Lette r to reeders of C. D. " in the curreot 

issue of the C,D, from our old frien d Jack Murtagh, of New Zealand 

who suggests an idea to readers to assist Bill Gender to complete his 

collection of "Magnets". 
I am quite in sy,:,patby with the ides , but I am not one of those 

fortunate readers who has a collec t ion of l!ONDREIX3 of "Ma8nets". I 

ha.,., now been s member of the O.B.B,C. for six years and so far I have 

only 60 odd "llo8Jlets" and they are not mint condition ei the r, so that 

in order to complete '/11/1 collection of "11o8J!ets" I only require 1600 

numbers! So what about a little publicil;y to those l ess fortunate 
readers who do not possess many "llo8Jlets". Incidentally I am not in 
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receipt of the "Story Pnper Collecto r". 
Of course , I admire Bill Gonder for what he has done for t he 

hobby, but as I have not yet had a copy it hardly seem.s worth while 
to start getting it now with issue No, 60 . 

Yours sincere ly, 
JOHN ADDISON 

P. S. I wonder if my l ette r will r eceive the same publicity as that 
accorded to J eek Murtagh?·• 

(Co111Lant: 'iell , your letter is in J ohn. Honestly your postscri pt 
isn •t really necessary . I'm alwa.YS willing to give al l points of 
view, but we must just get the matter quite clear . \lbil st we can 
quite understand fellows who can only afford to have a small collec t­
ion of f.lagnets having s tlfin8e of anvy for those who possess nearly a 
complete se t , 11e have t o remember that Bil l Gender ' s is a special case . 
Even th~ he gets his grand little msgazine out on his own "plant" 
it must cost him. a tidy sum in post,igos etc. Many_ msmbers would like 
to help him defray oosts but currency regulations prevmt them sending 
cash . Jack Murtagh therefore sim~ suggested n way in which some 
might be oble to show· their appreciation . 

Further , Bill, I know, is alwa.YS willing to smd too S.P .C. to 
anyone who asks for it . H.L. ) 

II II II ll ll ll NII ll lll l*******'*****~***************************'***II II JI 1111 If 111111111 

~ : S.P . C. 1- 35 incl, , Knockout Annunls, Thrill ers for the year 
1930 , Nel son Lee Lib. , 53'7-543 incl., 547, 548; 550-560, 566-568 , 
also ll.L.L. 2nd New Series , 121, 122, 129, 130, 133, 135- 140, 155, 156. 
Good condition only . High prices pnid . Many U,J ' s , S .J\.L's . 
Dreadnought, Boys' Friend and other papers with Sexton Blake sto ries, 
serials or artic l es wanted. Can you obl l.89? Many thsnlcs 
VICTOR COLBY, 8 BE!USFORD AVlliUE, BEVER1EY HIW, N,S .'i . AIJS'lRALI.A. 

Bound Vol umes of Victorian Juv enile Literature for sale: -
t . The Captain , Vol. 1 , April-Septanber 1899 (one bound vol\l!lle) 
2. The Boys' Journal, one bound volume, 1872'. 
} . The Boys' Own l,!aeazine , two boW'ld V01UIOOS 1 1872. 
4 , The Girl s ' Own Annual , two bound vol umes:- a) Vol. IV Nos. 145-196 
1882/3 . b) Vol. V 197- 248, 1883/4 . 
Biruiinei, good condition , insides mint . Enquiries arxl for offers for 
any itans to: - ROGER STACEY, 60 ESMOND ROAD, LONDON. V.4. 
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDON l!EETING AT BOB BLYTHE' S DE!l, NEASDl:11 

JUNE 16th, 1957 
A sparkling get together was held at Nelson Lee I a retreat am 

al though Uncle Benjamin was busy dodgi.n.: Tiger Bronx in Rome, we 1<ere 
very fortunate in having the pleasure of having Gerry Allison's 
company. 

After the usual fonnalities , Josie Packmsn gave her Nationalities 
Quiz, resulting in a win for Bill Hubbard, with Frank Vemon Lay and 
Gerry Allison in 2nd and 3rd places. With the heat wave making us 
shed our coat s, it was cooling to hear Len Packmsn •s reading of "Hov 
Father Christmas came to White Pine". Bill Hubbard ' s Quiz saw Len 
Pacla:wl 88IUll in the lead with Bob Blythe, Roger Jenkins and yours 
truly tying for second place. Gerry Allison then won Lauri e Sutton's 
"Fill in the Missing Letters• competition. Personally I thought tho 
high light of t he meeting was Gerry's superb reading of an axtrect :f'rcm 

"Cousin Ethel's Schooldays". You had Gussy ' s noble accent Gerry . 
Gerr; certainly worked over time for we were next treated to a previe,r 
of bis latest poem followed by the final quiz "A Race Course Adventure". 
This saw Bob Blythe and Roger Jenkins sharing first place . 

Next meeting - 21st July at East Dulwich. 

ROBERT H. 11HITER 

* * • * 
NOR'n!ERN SECTION MEE'flNG I June 8th 1 1957 

Despite the absence of two or three regulars, due t o the \fni ts\lll 
holiday , there was quite a good at tendan ce , Cliff and Mrs. Beardsall 
paid us one of their welcome surprise visits, am the Barlows of Elland 
~.,.ere well represented . 

With Stan Smith making his first miss for a long time , I took 
over the chair. An important matter discussed was the meeting with 
Midland members at Chesterfield on Sunday, July 14th. Northern members 
meet by the News Theatre, City Square, Leeds at 9.30 a .m. prompt. 

Jack Wood, taking the floor, read some extracts frail a Helson 
Lee Library telling bow llanrlfarth fell in l ove whilst visiting the 
Wembl ey Exhibition way back in the •twnnties. It prcved that Edwy 
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Searles Brooks was capable of some real touches of !rumour and the 
,:ending ws much enjoyed, 

Aft er refre shments , Gerry Allison keeping St . Frank' s st ill ­
in th e picture se t a sentence building probl em: yes, problem is the 
ri ght word, 

In our =er t erm two years a,;o, we had read to us accounts 
of stirring cricket mat ches taken from stories of school life , These 
were grea tly enjoyed so Gerry filled up th e rest of the evening wi th 
a graphic rendering of a great game between School House and Jayn e •a 
House at Sla pton School taken from a J ohn Finnemore story which 
appeared in the Boys Realm. Though written 50 years 880 ther e was 
qui t e a Ramadhin touch about it . It enthral led his li s t eners, the 
l adie s included , the only regret thst it was a race with the clock for 
those who had trai ns to catch. 

The next meeting, ah me, not tmtil Jul y 20th , the third SatW--:. 
dey . Never mind there ' s that Chesterfie ld trip in between. It will , 
too , g:i.vc oo more tilllc t o prepare "'If t a lk "I Preferred Wycliff e". 

HERBEJ!T LECKlllBY 
Northern Section Corresponden t, 

* * * * 
P.eport of · the Meeting hel d May 27th, 1957 in Chambers of 

Coo,merce, Birmi.nl(ham from Har;r:y Broste r , MIDWID OBBC. 

As this was the Annual General Meeting very li tt l e book lore 
was discussed . The Library which i s progressing by l eaps and bounds 
under the effificent stewardship of Beryl Russell , did it s usual good 
busin ess , lie were over joyed to welcome back into th e fold Frank 
Bouni e . T!lis af t er a period of twelve months or more . A pleasing 
and a point towards the great keeness now manifest in the Club was 
the appearance of Syd Wise who CSIOO sll the way from liillenhall to 
spe nd a few minutes !Ii th us and coll ect a f ew Magnets end Gems fro m 
the Li.bmry . 

The Treasure r' s r eport showed an improvemmt on las t years 
profit , and "'II own report was r eceived well . The new consti tuti on 
was approved and arising from that we saw J ack Corbett bnck on the 
Committ ee as Vice-Choiman with J ack Ingram Chainnan f or 1957-8, 
Noman was re-el ec ted Treasur er as expected end myself l ikewise as 
Secretary , Tom Porter and Beryl Russel l unanimously and deservedly 
wted to serve on t he Committee. The Chesterfie ld meetin g with 
iorthern suggested for July 14th vas discussed very thoroughly and 
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quite a few members were anxious to be of the party. Matt ers were 
loft in till hllnds of the Secretary to contact his Northe rn vis-a - vis 
to settlo certain details. 

* * * * 
MERSEY BRANCH 0,B.B,C. SUNDAY, 9th JUNE, 

There were fewer members present t han nomnlly, p,rtly due to 
the date being Whit-Sundcy . Neverthe l ess th e meeting opened pro mptly 
at 7 p.m. with the Chaimon 's bus in ess report and r eading of the 
finnncial sta t emoot . For various reasons the discussion on the future 
date for branch meetings will be held over fo r the time being . Before 
we set tl ed down to two quizzes it was deci ded to dispose of some 
surplus Nel son Lees an! l'.sgnets , th at the Club no longer require . 
Consistant with the Club ' s policy they vere so l d at very low prices. 
It i s still the opinion of the Merseysid e Branch t hat the O.B, B. C. i s 
a hobby tc most of us and not a business . Regret was expressed a t the 
prices asked for books by a certain advertiser in the June issue of 
the Coll ectcrs ' Diges t. 

Two very fin e qui zzes were then presented by t he Chainnan , Don 
Webster, the first being of t he "Odd Man Out" type. This was won by 
Mr. Laffe y with Frank Unwin and Jack llor gan second and third. · 

The second one was a "Cryptic " in which we had tc make up words 
of four or more l e t ters . Thi s was wan by Geor ge Riley with Frank 
Unwin second , Maey thanks Don for th ese two very fine effo rts, and 
also for the prizes of Union Jacks and Scouts that you gave tc the 
winners. 

Next meeting , Sunday, 14th July , 6.3() p .m. sharp. 

****• II II IU II NU II IUI II 1111 II II UUIU II lfll ll UIIIIII NIU U I II 11111111 U UH 111111 I U 101*** 

SALE and EXCHANGE: . Nelson Lees , Boys Realms, Thrill ers, Champions, 
Modem Boys , Yo~ Britains , Meccano Magaz ine s , Rovers, Pilots, Rangers , 
C!rums, Pra ctical Mechanics , Boys Magazines , Bound volumes War in the 
Air and Wonders World Aviation, Boys Cinema-;- All between 1920-1935. 
G, IIIGH'll)N, 14 GREYHOUND ROAD, ~EN, LONDON. N.W, 10. 

19!!...™: 17 Magnets between 1259 an! 1550 - 28/-
22 Claude Duval.a 1- 24 - 26/ - ; 32 Dick Turpins 8-51, 105-108 - 37/6; 
24 Robin Hoods 9-56 - 2fJ/-. All Al.dines. Pr ice includes postage. 
I . LITVAK, 70 CRANFORD AvmuE, ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX. 



HAMILTONIANA 
compiled by Herbert Leckenby 

Here is the poem Gerry Allison read at the June London Meeting. 
Someone present said it was worthy of space on the front !)880 of a 
newspaper . I oo,. sure all Hamiltonians will hearti ly agree . On another 
page Frank Richards tells you that he is busy preparing a new Bunter 
series for T.V. A moment' s thoU8ht wil l make it clear that Gerry has 
not exaggerated in the slightest . Once the dear old man of Broad- · 
stairs wrote the s tories of Greyfriars for a bumble halfpenny paper, 
now fifty ye,ars l ater the mighty B.B.C. consider them worthy of regular 
appearaneea throu'1 the medi1.111 which brin8S them to the eyes of milUom . 
Yes indeed, a "fron t J)ll4!0" story . 

HOMAGE TO FRANK RICIWU6 
By Gerry All ison 

There 's a dear old man at Broadstairs - at Broadstairs by the sea , 
Who has filled the world with wonder, for millions l!m'e like me. 
For more than half a eentu.?¥ , for fifty years of fa!Dll, · 
He has written tales of schoolboys. Frank Richards i s -his nane. 

Or should it be Charles Hamilton? - or Mnrtin Clifford, sey ; 
Owen Conquest; Hildil Richards; Harry Dorrian; Ralpll Redvcy? 
It little lllllttors what we call him - this m,m of m,my p:irts. 
For worship of the Master is -deep within our hoorts. 

What happin ess he's given us, this King of writers a ll; 
There never wes another, that I can nov recall 
To whom we can compare him. No! He I s without a peer . 
Nay heaven bless Fronk Richards, who is to us so dear. 

His books are clean and heal thy , and bubbling o'e r wit h fun, 
His genius is transcen•t, and glorious as the sun . 
Praise him for dear old Greyfriars, \for Rookwood, and St. Jim ' s , 
At the thoueltof thooo grand places, a tear my eyesight dims. 

How can ve meetly render the praise which is his due? 
He' s worthy of a Dukedom - I 1me sure you 'll say that's true l 
So - let us raise our voices, and ID8ke the rafters ring: 
FOR HE 15 A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW - come on, chaps, let us SINGl 
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Here's the first of a new series by versatile Roger Jenkins ; 

he •s n"l.ver short of sometni."8 new. They'll probably appear alternat ezy 
with his "Do You Remember"Series . 

Which do You Prefer? By Roger M. Jenkins 
No 1 - Tho Feud with the New Boy ( Gens 1382::§83 and Magnets 1239:; 1240 . ) 

Both the Gem am th e Magnet enjoyed loll€ runs, and i t would 
hardly be surpr ising if 0U1111pl es of repeated themes were to be found 
here and there in both papers. It is only fai r to bear in mind however , 
that if a t Mme was repeated it was usual l y in a different paper, and 
even thm many years woul d normally be allowed t o elapse befor e it was 
used again. WhEn it is realized that the average reader never took 
either paper for more than fo ur er f ive years , i t may be seen that 
such repetition was apparen t only to the inveterate collector . 

The theme of t he unreasoning feud with an inoffensive new boy 
really had its roots in the Rookwood story in the 1920 Holi day Annual, 
but it was the Greyfi'iars and St. J im' s versions which bore such str:i.k­
ing similaricy , Lovsll, who featured in the Rookwood tale, was of ten 
unreasona ble and so the story l ost some of it s en:phasis as a resul t, 
but Hanners and Nugent who starred in the Gem and Mai!net versions were 
so f,rr from unreasonable as a rule that the idea of ei t her havillg a 
feud with a new boy came as a shock to the read er. The consequence was 
that both series were written with some force, and l eft a memorable 
impress ion. 

Manners became involved throueh his camera, which Trimble 
borrowed without permissi on . The firs t time he had t he opportunity 
Manners at t empt.ad to .wreak his vell80Sllce, which r esulted in the intel'­
vention of a new boy, Torrence, whom Trimbl e had met at Ryl combe Stat ion 
and was guidi.n,,: to t he school . Torrence then became t he victim of one 
of Monty Lowther ' s littl e jokes and went to study No. 10 tb:inking it was 
Hr. Rstcliffe' s s tudy. Another figllt with Manners ensued, and his 
chums arri vsd in time to see Manners thrown out of his own study. Thus 
i t came about that one of t he most peaceable juniors a t t he school began 
t o nurse a bitter hatred of the new boy. When Manners picked up a lettar 
of Torrence• s addressed to "Eric Parl<inson" he tegan to feel that the 
new boy was an impos* ar,d t hat his hatred was fully j ustified. 

Nuamt became invol ved throueh his minor, who had lost his 
ten per arui" was being deservedly shaken by Carlow, the new boy. Frank 
intervened , md came off worst, and his morti fi cation was deepened 
when l ater he heard Dicky cheer fO::y admit that the new boy was not to 
blame. Nugent •s pride had suffe1· eu. o setback , jWJt as Ma.,:,os·s • pride 



~~~~~~~~~~~~194~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

had done, and tie kept up a feud which seemed justified when he over­
heard Carlow in conversation with a shady characte r . Incidental:cy, 
Carlow l e ft Greyfr.i.ars at tie end of t lril tem , am Torrence is 
epparent:cy still sharing a study in the Now House with Pratt and 
Diggos . 

It is not on easy matter to decide which of the two veroions 
i, the better. On the face of thin85 the Magnet version ought to win 
hands down, since it was written in 1931 when the Greyfriars stories 
,ere at the very peak of their fom, whereas the Gan version appeared 
m 1925 when the peak of performance was already past, and the paper 
'WaS on too do111,-n.ward grade. Nevertheless , one is left vith e.n 
L'Tlltional feeling that Martin Cliff ord had the edge on Frank Richards 
on this occasion , if on:cy because Manners I hatred of the new boy was 
s9 mu::h better expl ained . Manners was studious , thoughtful , peaceably, 
yes , but the combination of hurt to his camera and his pride was so 
mu::h more convincing a r eason for the feud. Nugent was so mu::h more 
ctiffident end self - effacing thon l!anners , and seemed much mor e lik&­
abl e al together. . His sudden dislike f~r the new boy was th erefore 
all the more unexpected and out of character . Aocorrungl.y on bolru>ce 
I consid er t he St . Jim's version t o be the better of the two. Which 
do you prefer? 

* * * ... 
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No 2 The Cliff House Gir l s 

Maurice Kutner writes: - "Without the Cliff House gir l s the 
theme of the weak Peter Hazeldene, forever passing his troubl os on to 
bis patien t sister , could not have been, am I consider the Greyfriars 
saga would have been the poorer for that l oss . 

The girls, in the main , acted as a yard-stick of comon-sense . 
\lhcnover tlril Famous Five were at loegerheads acongst thansel ves , the · 
ctllm, if not slight:cy pained glance of Marjorie would hoal the breach, 
and do more than words to make thO!O realise how ri diculous was the 
whol e si tustion. 

In MagJ,.et No. 432, when Wharton and Cherry came to blows 
through Rattenstein' s scheming , l'nyllis Howell ,i,omes on the ecene. 
"Stop it at once" she says decidal:cy. "you are a pair of duffers ". 
Just previously , the Bounder thought they were a pair of sil:cy asses, 
but had consented to 11keep time". School~:-J.s can be very si ll y, we 
know, but the Cliff House Girl s often prevGJ that boys can be s illi er. 
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Boys between 10 and 14 are not usually keen to read of romance, 

but the touch of that little more than friendship between Marjorie and 

Bob (as vi th Ethel Cleveland and Figgins) was of some interest to the 

lla8net readers, 111d in that sense can be said to have strengthened the 

stories. 
Your question, "Did Fl-snk Richards mslce his girl charactere 

convincin8'/" Becauee Greyfri81'8 (and Billy Bunter) dominated the 

scene , the girl characters were not as fully developed as they millht 
have been. By the way, is Billy Bunter a convincing charact=?" 

Roger Jenkins vritos:- "I have come to the conclusion that 

Marjorie llazeldsne was featured too much in stories of one type. She 

WSB always worried about her brother , and the plots were too similar. 

Nugent was also worried about his brother , but ho played c,sny roles 

apart from this one . Marjorie , not bein& st Greyfri.ars , WSB 

featured only on special occSBions , and the special occasions were 

nearly always till same, though I do remember a redeeming series in 

1935 when her uncle was on the run, and Hazel r efused to help hiJn; this 

was mere interestin& than most in which she played a part . 
Cousin Et hel always had a detached viewpoint; she was never 

constantly worried about one particular junior, and this made her every 

appearance both novel and entertsinin&. In addition , tho pecuU,,r 

Gusay- Figgins relationship which existed every time Ethel appeared was 

n delightful joke which never wore stale. So I S6J that Elthel was a 

much better complement to the sto ri es than wns Marjorie . " 
Don Webster vri tes:- "The marked contrast between Marjorie and 

Clare was a stroke of genius, for such girls do exis t and are often 

good friends . I hod no time f or Bessie Bunter or 8I>1f other Cliff House 

girls - th ey seemed superfluous . They play on 'lloze l •s sister I brought 

out the good points in Harry Wharton 8lld amusing ones concerning 

Bob Cherry." 
(Eric Fayne thanks those read ers wbo have writ ten , or are ) 

vri ting to him in connection vi th the "Let I s Be Controversial" series . 

* * •• 
LET'S BE CO!i'fflOVERSIAL. lie, 4 

( In thi s series, Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interes t to 

s tudmts of the Hamilton papers. He gives his ovn view superficially. 

If you will write to him, expressi..n& your ovn opinion on the topics he 

discusses, he will sumnarise readers' views in f'uture issues of the C.D.) 

No. 4 DO VE OWE AIIYTIIIIIG TO TUE SllmTITIJTE WRITIBS? My firet 
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impulse is to ansver NO. Very definitely ve ovo less than nothing to 

the substitute wri ters, 'Dlo best of them never captured tho spiri t cf 

tho Gem and Magnet; the worst of them turned out ill -wri t ten rubbish 

which vas a disgrace to those fine papors , 
On second thouebts , proverbislly the best, I wonder . Without 

altering rsy opinio n of th o vork tle substitute writers did , I incline 

to the view that vo 00 ove th"" something . For one thing, they provid­
ed a topic of which vill be discussed so long as there if a Gem or 

Ms&not reador le f t on this old eorth - and thst •s soae thing, For an­
othe r , I ask myself whether the tvo papors could possib l y hsve appe~ 

cd regularly for 33 years withou t the substitute writers . I don't 

bOlievo they could , 
I tell myself that it would hove been id eal if the maestro bim­

solt' had written every sto ry in the Gem and l'.aenot , but , even knowing 

his remarkable output, I very cuch doubt whether he could have done it. 

And, even if he could , he could never at the Slllll8 tim have given us 

Rookwood, Cedar Creek, the Benbow, King of the !elands, and that 
delightful character whom I love nearly as much as Harry Wharton and 

Tom Merry - the fascinating Rio Kid. 
While ho was writing of his other character, the subs kept St . 

Jim ' s and Greyfriars al i ve , Should the work of the substitute writers 

haw been published under the !lSll:eS of Frank Richards and Martin 

Clifford? Perhaps not , but I'm not sure. It kept the i llusion alive, 

a t le as t , 
Should Tom Merr y and Bunter have been "re s t ed" while thei r 

creator was wr1 ting of other things for other papers? Should the sub­

st i tutes have written of othe r sch ool s , other chsrscte rs , for the Gem 

and th e llai;net? Would the Gem hove continued vi thout ewn the shadow 

of Tom Merry? Would the llagnet havo diGd if even the subst i tutes' 
version of Bunter had been vi thdravn? 

We should hovo vei tod many months for nn occasional Greyfriars 

story in the llai;not at one time , In th o case of tm Gem, we should 

hove wait e:l for yoars in tm late twenti es . 
Give the devil bi s due. Reluctantly , I must admit that I 

preferred evon a substitute writer ' s Tom Merry to no Tom Merry at all; 
an imitation Bounder to no Bounder. In the depths of '/IJlf heart I 81:1 

glad that the names of Martin and Fronk carried throush the whole run 
of the respective papers . 

Ara you as mixed-up os I am? I lont.'iGd the vork of the "subs " 

yot I feel thot ve ovo them something . - I really visb that our 

f nvouri te author had not bed "oo mmy irons in tho fire " - yet I loved 
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Rookwood ond the Rio Kid . Mcybe I would not hnve hnd things different 

fr<llD what they wero . 
It ' just cy viow. What' s yours? 

I I IIUll!NIUU IIU IU •I NINUIII UIIIII U IIIIIIU UW • •••n • uuuu 11 ,01u 1111 

FOR SALE # EXCHANGE A.P. Comics 19:»-40, Chips , Ccxoio Cuts , Film Fun 

Funny \lo;;r.r, Joker . 
llANn:D: Film Fun, Kinema Komio, Puck , Bubbles, Jester , Butterfly 

period 1920-30 . 
ARNOLD KmlA , 11 PEARL A vn.'IIE, EPPJNG, 11.S.11. AlE'fflALIA . 

RR PART SAIE AND P.ARI' EXCHANGE: Vol. of Magnets 48 numbers between 

449 end 652 for Magnets , S .0.L' s. (Greyfriars Md Roola,oods) Holiday 

Annuala. Wanted novels by Moro,y Del ton . 

E. MAGOVE!!Y, 65 BENTHAM STREEl', JlEI,l __ 'Affr _ _ • - ----------

C!IAMPIONS wanted oomplet0 years . I have complete years "Wizards" 

11Hotspurs" 11Rovro-a" ond 11li.dventuresl'I 1951- 2-3- ond vi:.11 swop. 

Also wanted Nelson Lees (3rd nw series) !lo. 20. •c~ AnnuaJ.s• Vol . 

1 (1892/3) ; !lo, 20 (1912) No. 21 ( 1913) end No, 30 (1921/2) 

JOHN GONll, GO!lN'S IK1l'EL, STRATFORD SQUJJtE, NOTl'IllGIIAM • 

. ........... I U IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINllll l llllf llllll lllll ll l l l lU I IIII I I N lll lllll l ll:1111111 

S.B.L. REVIEliS 

JUL~ 1957 

Corpso to Copenhagen (no , 385) Jonathnn Burke 

The two golden horns of Gellehus are among th e greatest 

arcllooological treasures in Denmark. They are objects of great national 

pride . llhcn Kirsten Hol tensen , a ttra ctive young vife of the ased and 

woal. thy Henning Hol tense:i , persuades a young and impressionable 

Englishcen named Anthony Carew, one of a group of London musicians 

giving a series of recitals in Copenhagen , t o smuwe the horns out of 

the count ry s:nongst-the bmsa instruments in one of his inshuoont 

cnses, aha is unaware that she is sending him to his death , Whm news 

of Carew•s murder comes to the ears of Mark llicoll , a mu.sic critic , the 

later goes to Sexton Blake. For , before Kirsten Holtensen hnd succeeded 

in getting Carew to carry out that particular assignment she bad tried 

to coax him - Nicholl - to do her bidding. 

There ' s alwll;)'S a particuler interest in s\lllllling up the work of 

a n"" autho r , or a nene new to the l ong list of Blake' s chronicles, 

Frankly . Jonathan Burke ' s dcbqt disappointed m . lli.s stOl')' lackod 
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verve and vas too juvenile f or rrry tasto . 

Rnting .. Modcrnte 

Roadhouse Girl (No 1 386) Desmond Raid . 
In this somevhnt oocplica ted novel cf murder , blackmail and 

vcgc,incc, Dos:iond Reid docs not qui t e attain that standard ..ol' exccll ­

cnco re sot up vith his provious effo rt (s .B. L. No, 364) . 
Severol people find thensclv os involv ed in the murder of John 

Bieott , a 01100 brilliont Q.C. whoso degeneration followed oxcoss i ve 

indulgence in strong drink. A particul.nrly fri8htenod can· is n crook 

ne.n,cd Je::ies Dnvli sh , proprietor of a coupl e of clubs , vho ron tha:! for 

t oo purpose of gctt:illg bis clients into troubl e lllld then blackmailing 
thom, Si.nee Bieott vns a froquantor of the clubs end knew Dnwlish to 

be t he = behin d the mny mail bog robbories r ecootly ooDJtl ttod , tho 
l atto r had good rcosons for wishing Bigott ' s tongue stilled for ever . 
Thoo trero wcs the cysterious murdor of Raymond llo.cPhec, a juror 

Bieott bad bribed in order t o bring nbout an aoquittnl in a fmous 
trial re was pirticipating in . Tho bond that t ook Bieot t ' s lif e wns 

nloo r esponaiblo for th o stilling of r.ac Phec •a . Who's? 
'ielcomc news - Mrs. Bo.rd.ell is 1doing 1 for Blake agnin ! 

Rating .. Good 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

Noataw, 328 St ockton Lone, York. 
Phono: 25795 

* * * * * 
Sinc o rrry wt artic l e , I havo rocoi ved two vol ooco articles 

froc st.'.lunch Leci t es , Noman Pragnoll and J lll!lea Cook. 
Tho first I om using this month, Jic Cook' s fino study of Lany 

Soott , the boy who could not tell a lie , vill oppoar next month ; it is 

O most interooting portroit of on unusuol cha.motor . Herewith Nom:m ' s 

l otos t orticlo. 
Tll:SE UNFOPULAJ! THREE YEARS, PART III. "HIP.KI - THE SORCERER" 

It was in 1925 that F.civy S~ os Brooks wrote the f amous Ezra 
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Quirke se ri es , tho series that nearly all Nel.aon Lee followers insis t 

wns the first sto ry thnt wns ovor to come from his pen. llhethor this 

is true or not , it appo,,red when th e Noleon Lee Librory wns enjoying 

it ' s JDOst successful. period , Md Brooks was al lowed full scope for the 

wo.y ho wroto tho first cl ass stories that were appearing week after 

week. A pl ot based on magic , mediums, witchcraft and such similar 

trapplllfl9 is not new in JDOdem fiction, as witness the po~ty of 

the novols of Denis lihentley , but it was certainly sa:iething new :in 

schoolboy fiction. Tho very great success of the Ezra Quirke series 

must have l ed the powers that be into thinking that a t'urther Quirlce 

series would resul t in an equally gren t success , md so in 1928 
Quirl<:e appeared on the scene aeain , but , alas, this series was a real 

flop reminding the vri tor of a certain t elevision series in which a· 

fllllOUB and glamorous star suffered the seme indignity. The series 

fail ed for obvious reasons . Quirke md already been thorou#J.y ex­

posed nnd as a charac t er was finished , once and for all time , am 
could not bo bl'0\18ht back to life again . And so Quirk e had to play 

second fiddle to a haunted ca . tlc, whereby tho mystery which s erved 

as the basis of the plot tunied out to be ra t her a vishy -vasey mess, 

The failure of this aeriee must be laid at the editor ' s clnir , f<'lr 

Brooks could hardly be expected to put l ife into a chnrncter vho was 

daad , but would not lie down. The evidence of this mistake vns s till 

not enougb for the edi tt,r, for in 19J2 he md to try agnin, Md once 

IDOl'O n pathetic Quirke strolled acroso the scene . Shome on the editor 

and sympathy for Brooks for trying to do the impossibl e . Nevertheless , 

aagic and its t:rillmin8S are alvnys a good plot for s story, and so :in 

December of 19J2 a :further att ... pt vns mode, but this time - no Quirke . 

The r esul t, one of th e best sorios that appeared in tho Second Now 

Series . 
The plot vas to reso lv e round the nefarious activities of one 

named Professor Nirki. , a twenti eth century sorcerer vho lived rux! 

practised his alleged IU'ts in a small cottage situated in the heart 

of the Nev Forest . As a charac ter Nbid. vas not such a brilli.M t 

figul'9 as Quirke or evan the other two enooes of Lee vho were 

discussed in our two previous articles, Dacca end Captain Angel , but 

the wo:dt that Nirki. did and tho effects he produced vero frightening 

to theottrEce and the story of Lee's tussle with Nirld. resulted 1n a 

very fine series. It is not the vri~ proposal to give a f'ull 

doscription of the story BB in the previous articles . Those resders 

vho have read the series will lmov the sto ry already and those who are 

not interested 1n this IU'ticlo vill not bother to r eed it llDY hou . 
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What are we mare concerned vi th is trying to prove cur 
contribution made in tbe original introduction , rega:i,ling the quali 1;y 
of so1te of the stories published during these l ater years. 

l!ovever ' very briefly tbe s t ory concerns the adventures that 
was to be the lot of the St , Frank's juniors, with Nelson Lee and 
Utll.osi on their Christmas vacat i on at the home of Lady EustaceBover , 
Archie Glanthome •a Aunt, The f amily residence "Forest !louse• W88 

situated in the heart of thl New Forest and it was the main object 
of the boys to rid Lady Bower of thl evil influence of one Professo r 
Nerki, a sorcerer who lived in a cottage very near to "Forest Houee". 
Their efforts at the beginning of their holiday had been doaned to 
failure for Nerki had the juniors beaten all along thl line by hi e 
various ghostly and eysterious manifestations, Two ar three of the 
episodes had even shaken badly that stalwart Uml.osi, and he W88 a IDBl1 

who feared no one. Matters were to come to a head however, when three 
of the juniors vanished:f it requiIW. every ounce of Nel son Lee' s 
skill and courage to Nerki and briI18 the whole affair to a 
satisf actory solution, , produce such an excellent series after the 
two previous failures v all the l!lOre to Brook's credit. It was 
no mean task to think up new ideas for such a story. !!&-reading th> 
originnl Quirl<e series one would have thougit that Brooks had palled 
every trick out of the bag in tre 118:f of unexplaina bl e manifestations. 
It was all the 1110re r.ble that so many new ones cropped up in t he 
"Nerki" series. 

Let us look a ust a fev, and for a start recall Archie's 
encounter with the witch . 

"He knew that re was not vr<118, for a head bad followed · t he 
hat , a queer lllishapen f ace shoved indistinctly in th, moonlight , a 
wrinkl ed fa co with holl ow eyes , a great hooked nose and nutcracker 
jaws - a typicnl witch, 

Then , before his eyes , that hideous crea ture arose into the 
air and Archi e saw that it was a witch 1110unted upon a broom. Long 
trailing goxments floated in t re wind, and them, at that eeccnd , a 
great blllck cl oud obscured the 1110on, and ihe darkness shut down". 

And what about this OXS!llple of a rn,:n without a slwlow. 
"Look" almost scre,imed Church. He was pointing - not at Nerld., but at 
the snow beside him. "The shedow" stuttered Church, there - t here ' s 
no shadow. l!ardofrth jumped. He am his cJnims of course, wore cast1.ttt 
intense black shadows on thl whit e snow. But - the figure of Nerld. 
cas t no shadow at all , 

To be continued. 
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