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Botmd Volume of lia~ts containing! :Bound V, ' olume of Ma~ets cont • • 
' 

27 numbers bet,.,een 903-1 026 32 numbers. 635 -996 £8-10-0 
Perfect condition - £7-10-0 Perfeot condition. 

21 Green Gans between numbers 21 - 5 x Ba]f~nn,y Gems ) 10 

1900/10 5 x ,Pemiy Gem ) • 

97, £4 the lot all with copies 
original covers . AJ l with green covers. 

35/- t:00 lo ,t . ___ .. , 
•• 

12 various Sexton Blakes . 1st 24, Boys ' Friend Libraries. 
• • 

series. 357- the lot. 1 at and 2nd Series. All diff eren: t. 
AJl dif'f'erent. 25/ - the lot. 

1 00 Magnets, 1937 - 1940. A few 6 Xmas Double numbers of the Gem. 
;o7-the lot. duplicates . f£, the lot . All . 

hsve original covers . No. 1 Penny Popular 1919 15/-

10 Leath er botmd volumes of the 10 Leather Bcnmd Volumes of th .e 

Saturd§!..Y I1aP-azt~ne - Perfect Penny Magazine. 

condition 1850 -1 860 aver ages ditto as Saturday I~z,::i,ne £1 

400 pages of most interesting each . r.iost intereoting re ad:ing. 

literature. £1 each . They must Bol.Uld Volume 25 copies of Red 
have cost at l east £1 each to Brick :fr~ets. Pre 1914 
heve them bound. £18 

-
Magnet Rariety Xmas number. The Bound .. Vol runes of Wedding Bells. 

House on the Hee.th, your best 10/- each. . 
offe r for this itan. - ·-

10 various Hogarth House, Brett, 
Bound volumes of Yo1mg and Harko.wey ~folumea. YJ/- the lot. 
Old . 10/ - each . All different . Handsane col oured. 

frontispieces. - · ... 
4 bound volumes of Yoi.mg 
Ladies Journal. £2 each or CASH WI'm ORDER 
£6-10-0 the l ot . Rl3T.AGE EX'l'RA 



-=rHE 
Vol . 11 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST-
No. 128 

AUGUST, 1957 

Edi tor: HERBERT LECKENBY, 
1 2 Herbert Street, 
Hull Road, York. 

or 

c/ o YORK D1JPLICATING SERVICES, 
12A The Shambles, York. 

Price 1s . 6d . 

FROM THE 
J 

EDITORS C1-tAIR 
THE LIVING PAST. On Ju.J_y 2nd Bill Williamson paid me a visit . The 
gre at York Festival was on and th e sun shone from a clear sky on the 
lovely flower bedecked old city. In the evening we joined a giant 
queue outside the world renowned Castle Museum. Eventual Jy we 
descended into the remarkable old cobbled s treet which is part of the 
Museum. We were just in time t o see two boys clad in masculin e garb 
of a Victorian day, rolling about in the gut t er punching away at each 
ot he r . A man in a smock separated them and lifted them on to the two 

.front seats of what had once been a stage coach . Then the two lads, 
tousle - headed , they might have been Tinker and Nipper in their raga ­
muf'fin days, hands clasped between t heir knees began t o sing - 111 '11 
be your Sweet hear t". The boys had l ovely voices, and on the 
invitation of the os tl er tl~ bi g crowd in the stree t joined in. . Then 
the os tler himself led off . He too had a splen did voic e and. sang SOJ1€ 

after song of the days when songs had melodies, "Just a Song at Twi­
light"; "Dolly Gray"; Soldiers of the Queen " r ang out . Grey haire c 
men and women sang lust il y accompanied by the strains from a fiddle 
played by a poorl y cl ad old man, as a background there were the small 
paned curved windows of the sh0y3 of another day. There was t he 
barrel - organ , the full sized han sc,m-cab complete with horse and dri veJ, 
the str eet sel l ers gaily dressed . Yes , it was a stirring scene , one 
to tug at th e heart - strings especially for those in tre evening of 

- - ·-- - ·-· .. - -
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their days . For a ~ while tmy were back in their youth. As we came 
aray Bill exclaimed , though he is not as old as some who were trnre , 
''I,Jy word ! that was a thrill, I could have stayed for hours ." 

Why have I described all that here? Well , don't you think it 
is appro priate? For isn ' t there something a.kin to our hobby? Many of 
us are middle-aged or more , yet we love to pick up a volume with a 
date of long ago , turn the pages and trave l back dm•m to the days when 
the boys j:,umey to school along quiet country lanes in a horse-drawn 
coach , without a motor car in sight ; or of the clip-clop , clipperty ­
clop of the hors es hooves and tba jingle of harness as the hansom-cabs 
cantor do,m th e strana, with trn gas lamps throwing dim rays on the 

• 
passing throng . As you read you can al most fancy you can hear some 
care-free errand boy whistling "Goodbye my Bluebell" or "Lily of 
Laguna. " • 

Scoffers may say "You can' t live in tre pas t", maybe not , but in 
t hese days when t hey try to scare smokers of the perils of 1 ung cance r, 
when pound notes vanish in a few minutes , whEn crossing the road be­
comes a nightmare , it feels good to dwell there , in fancy, just fo r a 
while . 

* * * * 
TBE Al1NU~. I am pleased to say th&re has been a most gratifying 
response to my app acl for early ordering . At t:00 moioont of writing 
we are well in advance of ony other year . I have as a consequence , 
been able to get a good start on compiling the ''Who's Who". Keep it 
up , won ' t you? 

* * * * 
CONFER.F.NCE IN CHESTERFIELD. 

JULY 14th, 1957 

Ln.st year there were four of us, this year sevente en, next y08X, 
ah veil, the.t ' s in the lap of th e gods . 

For me it meant a bus journey from York to .Leeds co meet the 
Leeds contingent. We caught trn 9.47 ahd a.t Sheffield Jack Wood 
joined us., We arrived nt Chesterfield before noon and a few minutes 
l ater th e Birminghrun train steamed in . Quick introductions were made 
&id then on to the Portl e.nd. Hotel where we f otmd Stanl ey Smith and 
Mar gaxe t Jnckson, who hnd tn:i.vell ed by car , awaiting us . A Derbyshire 
member, Larry Morl ey also dropped in . A substantial lunch disposed of , 
we wended our way to the Y .M.C.A. wher G, th onks to the persistent 
efforts of Gerry .Allison ( he bad pr eviously tried fo .ur other pl aces) 
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a room had been engaged for two hours . 

Stanley Smith took the chair . He was in sparkling fo:nn and 
af ter some very appropriate remarks threw the meeting open for a 
generdl discussion, on invitation eagerly seized upon . A suggestion 
was made that now two of the Clubs had got together in real earnest , 
why not on some future occasion all four . It was recognised that 
there were difficulties , such as suitabl e day and pl ace , bu~ they could 
be surmounted . Well , how about it London and Merseyside? Why not in 
north one yea:r the south the next? Numerous other topics wer e 
debated . Unfortunately space forbids details, and 9. couple of games 
were also worked in . A well spent two hours indeed , 

Back to the Portland Hotel for te a , and then r eluct ant ly our 
steps t ook us to the station . Northern saw Midland away, made a dash 
back through the sub1·ray, and five minutes later were entrained for 
Leeds, all except the York quartette who were returning by car . At 
7 o 1cloc k .th ey pe.ssed by the Crooked Spire and were bowling along the 
r ai n- s'l'.epl; cotmtryside towards the twin towers of the Minster of 
ancient York. 

Once agai n everything had gone according to plan , and another 
outst and ing event goes into the records of the Br otherhood . A luc..'lcy 
sta r must guide its destinies ! 

Members pres ent: From Midland: Tom Porter , Beryl Russell , 
Harry Broster, rruss Partridge , Ted Davey, Norman Gregory and Jack 
.Bellfield. Unattached, Larry r.1orley, Alfreton . From Northern: 
Gerry Allison , Mrs . Allison, Molly Allison , Stnnley Smith , M:-"!X~ret 
Jac kson , Jack Wood, Bill Williamson, Bill Harrison and 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBERT LECKENBY. 

Postscript: The incr eas es in post-office charges have just been 
announced. Phew! I write over 2,000 letter o year ! However, where 
printed paper rates a re concerned it would appear that a normal sized 
issue 1·1ill just get through without an increase in cost . ,·lliether or 
no , here ' s four extr a pnges this time. 

WAi'lTED: Old Picture Show and .rictwegoer weeklies ond .Annuals . Other 
Film Guides etc . 
a. J . SOUTHW.t.Y, P. 0 . BOX 4. , BEACONSFIELD, C. P. SOU111H AFRICA. 

* * * * * 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- 206~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FROM IliFORMATION RECEIVED. Ho. 4 
By W. o, G. Lofts 

GILBERT CHESTER 
As stated before in the C.D. colu mns Chester ' s real name was 

H. H. Clifford Gibbons. Chester, as we will call him , was un­
doubtnbly th.3 most versatile writer of Blake st ories th at ever lived. 
Apart from his skill in the writing fi eld , he was a ' qunli fi ed 
engineer, and not long after leaving school (he was an old Pauline -
that is went to St. Pauls School) trained to be a dentist - o.s· he 
did have a brother who wos an L.D.S. Remember U.J. No. 979 "The Case 
of the Bond Stre 0t Dentist''? (Thia was a case of Ches ter "Ghosting'' 
for .bndretr MUITay - as expl aine d la t er) . lf3 was also a ve-ry cle ver musicit!!l - and conducted on or chestra 
at one time which toured all over Englnnd - being related to th e l at e 
Carrol lGibbons the fa~ous band le ader, may h.:>.ve given him this gift . 
He did once mention his more frunous r elative in a sto -ry, Detective 
Weekly 1lo. 10 "Paupers I slan d'~ There i s n~ doubt that his stories 
with a m'USical theme were 10(% auth entic . 

Later on in hls career he studied Astrology and Spiri 1j lism to 
give him more intimate inside det ails in writing these type of stories . 
So keenly did he become interested in these subjects - t hat he became 
a real devotee and follower to these sort of activiti es . As many of 
the followers of the "Confedera tion" stories in tre U.J . now know, he 
wrot e quite a· f ew, although1tt. they were published under Robert Murray's 
name - so much like I'1ur.ray1s sty l e that re eders today fail to spot the 
differe..71.ce. He also has claimed to have writt en many stories for 
Andrew Murray - anotlE r popular writ er in th e early days . 

Chester wrote his last Blake yarn in 1952, and despite his 
versitality is sad to say , t oday in very poor circwn.stances somewhere 
in Sussex . 

MODERN BLAKE NE; !S 
Jonathan Burke one of the new names in the S.B.L., is very well 

lmown in the re aJros of Scienc e Fiction - he has done a l ot of work for 
th e Bloomsbury Press . Pictur es of Authors are to appear ill the 
issues of the Library short ly - simila r in a way to the days of the 
Union Jack . An 1.mconfirmed report fr om Fleet Street , says that Tinker 
i s kil l ed off' in a Septanber issue of the Library by Desmond Reid . 

Will iam Arthur is not a pen- name of Anthony Parsons - al th ough 
it uses his charact ers Superint endent Venner and Ser geent Belf ord -



nor i s it a combination of Will iaicrloward Baker and Arthur Maclean -
a joint effort so to speak . 

THE FIU1 FUN, AND ANillHER WAKEFIELD 
Ii!any readers who delighted in the drawings of the l a te George 

William Wakefield - especially his drawings of Rookwood and Laur el and 
Hardy in the Film Fun - will be interested to lmow that Wokefield ' s 
son Timothy is also an artist , and at present illustrates the same set 
of cartoon charact ers in the current issues of the "Fi lm Fun". 

The similarity in sty l e is most remarkable - al though Wakefield 
Junior does not port r ay his char act ers with the cherub f a ces so · .. 
closely as his father. For data concerned readers, the first se t of 
cartoons f eaturing Laur el and Bordy appeared in issue No. 564 dated 
November 8th , 1930 , al though at t hat t ime not f eatured on the fron t 
page . 

STOP lfilSS 'NEWS. W.A.Rw1CK REYNOLDS FANS. 
Recently down Fleet Street way I met Basil Reynolds , nephew of 

the l ate famous Wan1ick Reynold s . Basil is an artist l ike his Uncle 
and was very interested to hear that so many people still get much 
ple a.sure out of his late Uncle's drawings. There will be more about 
this in the September C.D. 

(Editor's note : The persistent and disturbing rumour about 
Tink er ' s demis e in Sept ember is denied by Fleetw ay Bouse . The rumour 
i s tlSCribed to "l oose talk in Fleet-stre e t taverns ." - H.L. ) 

I offer mint condition SUil!Iler Double Number "PUCK" (year 1914) and 
Eas ter Number "CHUCKL&':>" (year 1915), in exchange for a XMtS liumber 
of "JE3TER" for any year betw een 1914 and 1917 . 
L. PACK11UIN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, El.I.ST DULWICH, LOi'IDON S.E . 22 - ·... _ .. __________________________ _ 
WANTED to buy - Magnets , Gems, pre - 1936. Preferably bound . Pl ease 
writ e airmai l. 
CWI.S. V/ili RENEN, BOX 50 , UITENHAGE, soum AFRICA. -· ~·~-~.~~·~~--~~~~~~~ 

WANTED to complete my collection of No. 1s of Boys Papers . Fir s t 
issue of TRIUMPH, ROCKfil', GREYFRI.ARS HERALD (b oth seri es ). S. O. L. and 
V.ANGU.i!RD (Tra pps Holmes) . Your price paid . 
WRITE - LOFTS, 56 SHERINGHAM HOtsE , LONDON N.W. 1. 

* * * * 
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BROTHIBS OF BORDEN 

by Harry Brester 

Many school sto ries have been written over the years by various 
authors end quite a good proportion have had amongst their themes a 
bent tmrords emphasising the Spirit of Comradeship. Comradeship is a 
thing which is largely developed in a i:erson ' s school life. Friend­
ships which stai:t in schooldeys generally hold for years , after school­
days are done end m a lot of instances all through life. For our 
purpose we are principally dea ling with wha t we will call pliblic 
schools where a. friendship starting in tbs first and · seeond fonns has 
a better chance of consolidati on inasmuch as tre so-cal led schoo ldays 
last till th e age of eight een or nin ot cen · c.s against tre ordinary · 
scho ols wher e friends drift apart or havo mor e chonce of so doing, at 
the point of school leaving at Sf!. earlier age . As we read our beloved 
school stories by our O'-''Il favotn'ite authors we .are able to pi n-point 
many instances of this "getting togeth er" and forming little bands of 
clnnns. Frenk Rich ar ds gives U!:3 tm Famous Five, the Terrible Three 
and the four from Study Six, the Fist1cal Four, Figgins and Co., the 
Colonial Trio v.nd going to the opposite, Ponsonby nnd his l itt l e gong 
ond Adolph,.lS Smythe ond his "Nuts" of Rookwood. Nelson Lee· fans can 
produce their little .bands of comrades in Hand.forth am Co., - Nipper 
and his circle of frionds. There are so many, all good chums, l oyal -:· 
to Ojle another and all botmd by · th at queer set of rules - "the School­
boys Code of Honour". Many stories feature at times a rift in too 
fri endship , too clan is divided amongst themselves but generally the 
spirit of good fellowship is manifest . They share alike i n most 
tr_Jngs , pocket-money and tuck is pooled, holidays are not holidays 
unless spent together, and so the spirit of good comradeship holds 
all through schopldays and mostly after that . So the authors have 
made th e most of it. 

Amongst t he outstanding series of s chool stories one autho r has, 
in my mind, laid more emphasis on this spirit of comradeship than any 
other . There comes to me t he picture of o band of schoolfr~nds , not 
qui~ all too sam age and all :Wle Bil me &@e ellft not all British born, 
all brouBht together by a COI1111on appreci ation of each oth ers>pluck in 
tir 11es of strl.:fe and trouble, peri l am adventure and bound by tho 
band •s motto "each fo r all and all far ea ch". This little Club 
consisting of prefects and fcgs al ike , nl l have their little f aults 
and argue and bicker. All have their full comple100nt of mischief and 
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play pranks on each other but in time of batt l e, and my particular 
autho r brings plenty of scrapping into his yarns , they lin e up 
shoulder to shoulder. "The Brothers of Borden" perhaps twenty or 
more of them all told , but we are mostly concerned with sixteen, all 
from vnrious houses in a famous public schoo l in the south of England , 
have their headquarters in a little shooting box in the woods near the 
school . The leader or sh a ll . we::say the er.airman, of the Club is an 
Australian lad , Harry Merry , destined to be a gre at test cricketer in 
th e years to come, school crick et captain and a genius with r ace­
hors es . Perhaps like most Colonials a trifl e cynical and in no we:y 
soft - hearted but a great le ader . J ack Jackson , son of a famous 
explor er , i s a fine example of English youth, Then Donald Macdonald , 
the "wise - head" of the Brothers, as canny as all Scots but steadfast as 
a rock . A cricketer of merit but mostly famous as th e Schools 1. righ t­
back and long distance champion . Paddy O' Hara there is no ne ed to 
describe except that a fine r represen t ative of a fighting race never 
left Ireland. David Davies , "Taffy " to all, was perhaps the most l oved 
boy in al l the schoo l, even his enemies , if he bad OilY, respected him 
for his fine character . The Indi an prince, Beiran Sinjbi, a rel ative 
of th e great cric ke ter Ranji was indeed a real prince. If he had any 
f aults in his make-up, it might be thnt he was too quiet . When he 
did speak , all listened as , wittl Donald and Taffy and one other he 
s upplied all the br ains tm club needed . These fellows all came to the 
school on the same day and instantly formed a friendship that nev er 
fed.led . Then we come t o four other lads who were a little clique 
before the B.rotmrs of Borden came into being. In friendly rivalry 
with the firs t six named at the start of the series of sto ri es , they 
become all firm fri ends and were the orig:inal ten "Brothers ". Of 
these p:1rticular four Charles Hor ace Harris WllS the old es t ar..d bi ggest 
but what a character ! At first a trifle overbearing and at time s 
inclined to be brutal but lat er his charact er mellowed and so much so 
that he beCa.IIB Captain of th e Scho ol and one of the best that famous 
School ever ha d. Wicks, bi s closest friend, was a typical l ong l e&ued 
curly hai r ed English boy , great at all sport s and a migh ty fighting :mon. 
The oth er two were Percival Pers on , amiabl e and f at but to be relied 
on for bis share in sport or war and Arthur Saunders who was a worthy 
ba.~lcer- up of Harris , Saund ers with big ears and the clev er wis e head , 
the smallest in siz e of the Brothers . These ten fellows we meet in 
the earliest stories of th e series , but l ate r on we mee t th e four fro m 
the School House . Bob Merritt was a scholarship boy and had a ro ugh 
time at first, but his ster:l.ing qualities which were instantly 
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recognised and appreciated by too "Brothers" from Williams House, soon 
won over the bad Element in Schooi House and Tom Blencowe, inclined to 
be something of a bully at firstF became Bob 1s staunch comrade . It 
took a litt l e longer for Conway and Charli e Cartwright to become 
friends but when they did, the School House four were a power to be 
r eckoned with, in the field and when trouble was afoot. It was through 
Bob !Icrritt that the 1Brotl'10rs of Borden" becrane a club. Reggie Hardy, 
from Morani!s House, was one of the first to be friends with Jackson 
and Co. He w·as ther e when they arrived and though not of their House 
was never l eft out of any adventure . There was 5arry Crosswell , old er 
than the rest of 'th e clan. Son of a famous soldier , Crosswell was a . 
fine typo of English gentleman and came into th e stories primarily as 
a stamch chanpion of Bob Merritt in his time of trouble. There's the 
princ ipal sixte en characters of these s~hool atorios, the nucleus of 
the Club known as the "Broth er s of Borden" . There were a f ew others, 
lads of dif'f erent ages and from other Houses but th ese I have 
mentioned are the backbone of th e Club . A band of brothers in arms, 
comrades drawn from tho seven Houses of this great seat of learning, 
lads of di:fferent . Dges and certainly different natures , some of .other 
r aces but English, but all bound to gether by ties of fellow-sportsman­
ship t love of fail'--plcy and a mutual lihing for each other. Nany were 
th e stori es woven rotmd the "br otherhood" . How Jackson was ever in 
donger from an unknown enemy who sought to take his life. How Beiram 
Sinjbi ' s enemies from fe.r-off Indi a conspired to elimina te him and how 
they were thwarted by tre "Brothers". 

We re ad of t,Jronnical masters and unscrupulous school-fellows . 
Fights and ra.ggings, realistic footer matches and cricket games for 
the various cups put up for competition at the School. We are 
especially intrigued by the antagonism of Arthur Dangerfield against 
the "Brothers ". What a complex char acter is Dangerfield. He would 
have made a worthy · 11Brother of Borden", he had greatness and many 
sterling qualities but he chose the wrong path . A sad not e in the 
series was when he died - but he died like a man with his ham in 
that of Harris who he hated most in his bad days. A fin e s er±es of 
school yarns, thos e that involved the "Brothers of Borden". Perhaps 
by notl you may have ~ssed the Il.?l!le of the author . Who· else but 
Jolm Nix Pent elow (Jack Uorth) , th at much criti~ised man, who in 
many minds, was the finest writer of school tales of them all . 
Certainly lIDSUI'passe d for his descripti on of cricket and f ooter 
matches . Who,-.. else but Pentelow could have woven such t nles round 
so large a band of comrades, not three, four or six but "sixt een of 
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them", everyone a charac t e r in his O'l'm right , everyone a tru e type of 
British sportsmen, some o. trifle grey maybe, but not one of them 
black . Yes, worthy representatives of a great public school . 'fhe 
School, well , what others than Wycliffe? 

Bring to mind th e words of th e chorus of th e Wycli ffe School 
song and it apt ly described nll and each .of the "Brothers of Borden" . 

"She made him a gentleman frank and fr ee " 
"She made him an athlete good t o s ee " 
nshe made him a scholar ns he should be 11 

"For such is the Wycliffe Trini ty 11 

--- -
Cb,orus: - "Gentleman, athl et e and scholnr be, 

"For such is tm Wycliffe Trinity . " 

·10/- each offered f ar one copy of any of th e following comic papers 
in good condi ti.on . ~ copy only requiTed.: Bo- Peep; Bouncer; 
Cheerful; Chuckler; Dazzler; Happy; Hapw Days; Magic; Merry 
i.Y'Jidget; Okay; Rattlet ; Sunny; Sunshine; Target ; L¥)- to-Dat e ; 
All Picture; -}a. Col oured Comic; Film Fun and Kin ema c!'omic ( th e last 
two must be in the 1920' s) . 
L. PACKNAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EASr DULWJCH, LONDON S . E. 22 . 
-·~--~~-~~~-~~~~~-~~~~-~~~~~~--~~~~~~· 

EXCHAI1GE: }1agnets - 1555, 1575, 1576, 1577, 1578, 1583, 1602, 1603, 
1612, 1656, 1657, 1658, 1660 , 1661 , 1662 , 1663 
R. GREENWOOD, 63 GRIFFITHS DRIVE, ASHMORE EST.ATE, WEDNESFIELD, STAFFS. 
-· --··---· --- ------- - ---------------
SALE - Magnets , Gems, Nelson Lees , Union Jacks, B. F's and many others, 
s . a . e . please. 
1 . M. J.TJ,EN, 3 MONTGOMERY DRIVE, SHEFFIELD, 7. 

WANTED: Magnets and Gems. Will exchange or buy . Ihmdreds of 
duplic ates . 
D. O' HERLIHY, 17220 GRESHAM STREEr, NOR'IBRIDGE, CALIFORNIA, U.S. A. 

WJ~JlF.D: Any Penny Pictorials in good condition , cover~g the years 
1908 to 1910. Good price offered . 
L. PACKMAN, Zl ARCHDJJ,E ROAD, Eii8T DµL\'IICH, LOlfDON S.E . 22 . 
~~---~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~-~-

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Charles H. Churchill has moved from 123 Pinhoo 
Road, Exeter , to 103 SIDWELL SThEEl\ EXETER. 
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fJ[(AfciOLYlOl. . .. . 
Conducted.by J OSEPlllNE PACKMAN 

Z7 Archdale Road, F.a.st Dulwicb, London, S.E.22 

Next month • s Blakiona. will cont ain , among other things , tm first 
of a new series by Walte r Webb, enti tlcd i•ON TOUR UITH SEXTON BLAKE". 
I do not have to tell you it is exce ll ent , for Wal te~ 's woJ:k alweys 
. ' is . 

Several readers have asked far- me to name my own • twelv e 
favourite U.J. stories ", and f or t heir benefit - and any others who 
may be inter es ted - tm list wil l also appear next month. 

Fin.ally , I would like to make kno,m too fact that , thanks to 
Granville T. Wai.ne, I~ now th g poss esso r . of a Sexton Bl ake Bust. I 
mo.y say that this was Granville 's own copy , and I just crumot find 
words suffici ent to express my gr atitude and apprecia tion a t such an 
act o:f kin dness and generosity - for he presented it to me as a gift! 

JCSIE PACI<MAN 

* * * 
SEXTON BLAKE - TEE MliN 

By 1'. Vemon Lay 

One advantage of tm size of th e Sexton Blake Saga. is the huge 
variety provided . There are stmightfarward detec tiv e stories , 
adventure yoms galore , trnve l s in practicul l y every part of th:: 
glob~ and occnsio nnlly stori es of exc eptional human int eres t, and he 
must be a difficult chap indeed who cannot fin d a congeninl end 
f a.vouri t e autho r runong th o many who have contributed their s.bal'e to 
tho Sngn . G. H. Toed , Mt.hony Skene, Gwyn Evans , E. S. Br ooks otc., 
etc ., they all have their fans . 

G. H. Teed 1s "The Blnck Abbot of Cheng-Tu" is perhaps the most 
popular · :Blake yam ever written, containing ns it does , dete ction, 
thrills , travel, nzystery and that unexpl ainab l e "atmosphere " t hat is 
th e hull - mark of tm m.:ister· of too era.ft of sto rytelling. To n:e, 
another such is Lowis J ackson's "Sexton Blake ' s Secret" (Detective 
Weekly Mos . 1 , 2, 4, and 13) • Wbi J st I ackn owledge that no t every ­
one would ngree with me, a ft er once more r ea ding tho series for t he 

' 
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umpteenth time, my opinion is finner than ever , and I was pleased to 
see that our Aussie friend Mr. E. V. Copeman included it in his stories 
he would use to introduce Blake to a stranger . I have on several 
occasions successfully used this series for that very purpose and only 
disagree with r egar d to his .reference to Leon Kest r e1. The Master 
Mummer only appears to any extent in No. 13 and this story is really 
only part of tbe se ri es in that it deals with the death of Nigel Blake 
and the r ecovery of the lost lllanual . As a Kestre l yarn it is way 
behind many pr ev ious t ales and would not, I think, induce the new 
reader to search for ear l ier Kestrel stories . 

In 1933 the circulation of th:! Union Jack was seriously de- -
clining and it was decided to give it a shot in the ann. The sudden 
transition to the Detective Weekly was the result . For a time at 
le as t th e new venture was a marvellous success - sales of the early 
numbers climbing to record heights, only to fall back l ate r when the 
early promise was not maintained, and in spite of vari ous attempts 
from t:iJne to ti me to give it new life it finally limped to its 
inglo r ious and tmlamented demise in 19'-:l. The decision t o dispense 
with coloured covers is hard to understand and al though the lar ger 
size gave the artists more scope (E. R. Parker in particular turned 
in some very fine efforts) the horrible drab cover gave the magazine 
a most unprepossessing appearance. Owing to the later policy of 
reprinting earlier stories from the Union Jack and The Thriller: (many 
wit hout Sexton Blake a t all) only the first 60 or 70 numbers are 
regar ded us of interest in the Blake Saga and of these I pU!ce "Sexto n 
Blake • s Secret " as startling hea d and shoulders above the rest. 

Besides providing sidelights on many hi th:? rto unknown aspects 
of Blake ' s family histo ry it presents a never-to-be-forgotten picture 
of Blake as a human being. Gone is the icy-cold keen sleuth - hoi.md nnd 
in his place we have Blake the man, pr ey to intense anxiety , fighting 
with his back to the wall to save the family uame and the happiness of 
his sis teI-in-l aw and nephew, defying authority even to the extent of 
being arrested , charge d wi. th burglarious entry on enclosed premises 
an:l spaidi ng the night in custody i Only to be saved by the l oyal ty 
of his devoted Tinker , whose heart is breaking because his beloved 
Guv'nor had not seen fit to trust him . Can anyone read those 
immortal lines of Bl ake 's return to Baker Street and remain unmoved: 

"Never in a ll his lif'El bad disaster seemed so inevitable. But 
by a brilliant coup , the faithful Tinke r bad saved him - th e lad in 
whom he had failed to confide . His coru,cienc e smote him badly. The 
l a d ' s rather pale , drawn face showed signs of the tension of the las t 
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few hours whm Blake entered his apa.rtmnts . But he sprang up to greet 
his master with a bright smile of relief . 11 Guv '~or this is great! 11 

he said while the detective wrung his hand in silence . AB he did so 
Bl ake caught sight of the l ad ' s hat and coat flung over a packed suit­
cas e upon the floor. He frowned quickly , "Tinker, what I s this?" 

''Guv•nor", the l ight had faded from the boyish face; it had become 
pale and aespondent . "I - I'm going" . "Going'?" Blake stared at him 
in alann . ''Wher-e?" "Well" the lad smiled in a crooked way which 
st abbed Blake to the heert . "It doesn •t seen that you trust me any 
more . I - I couldn •t stay under those conditions - I couldn't r eally . 
It ' s not g-oing to be easy after all these years but ••• 11 "Tinker! my. 
dear boy!" Blake ' s voice wa."l husky 1rtou mustn 't tall c like that . Lord 
lmows I need you more now than ever I did . Let 1s talk " He took him 
by the ann , and ther~ was o. mute appeal in his eyes as he thrust 
Tinker back into the chair , which wanned the lad's heart as nothing 
else could have done. " 

Senti.Irental? '\lell yes , but hOW' true to life and exprt-:ssi ve of 
th e f ather aJ1d son r ela tionship so steadily buil t up over those years 
of companionship since Blake first rescued the Coclmey waif from the 
gutters of the metropolis, and guided and moulded his characters as 
if he had in truth been his own flesh and blood. 

The stories abound in those little tou ches that are so prec io us 
to the clan , the Bardellisms of Nartha. - "Excuse me Mr. B. 11 "Yes Mrs. 
Bardell ?11 "If I a in 't interpreting sir , what would you s ay thi s was? 
Here on my chin, sir?" Blake rose and inspected it 311iling . "Just 
a mol e, Mrs. B. 11 he asslll'ed her . ''You wouldn •t call it a funmcl e?" 
"Oh nol II he laughed. "Did somebody tell you it was a furuncle?" 
"Mrs • .1:'lntt did - from Dr. Argent's'~ the old l ady so.id ;i.n o. tone of 
reli ef . 11She put tl 1e wind up me r a th er as the sajri.ng is. She says 
u furuncle is a carbuncle with fur on, and that they sometimes grow to 
the size of your ' ead. 11 Blcke smiled reassuringly as he resumed his 
seat on t he ch?i r . "I' m afraid .Mrs. Platt was mtlking a motmtain out 
of a mole-hi J J." .Again: 111 hope you •re instigating the crime :trir. B" 
and : "Uniform or civilian garbage it ' s al l the same as far as I can 
see . Risking their lives for next to nothing in .the way of celery 
and mix:i.ng with criminals of al l conscriptions ." Other typical 
touches are: a few uric acid crystals in tle old lady ' s toe-joint 
that morning were giving her "beans" ' and the sigh t of her maste r in 
the fad ed dressing gown which he had uorn for so many years (!IJ.Ve her 
another JY!in almost as acute . Exactly four years ago on Christmas 
Eve she had with her hard - earned savings purcha~ed him a new one - a 
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wann and respl endent garment of a sober pattern which the detective 
had received with every evidence of gratitude. Yet on eve ry possible 
occasion he left it in the wardrobe and put on his old one which look ed 
as ;i.f it had been subject to the ravages not merely of moths and 
tobacco ash, but rats and mildew. "It don't give a woman no ' eart" 
sai d Mrs. B. as she slapped down a fish-lmife. 

Towards the end of the meal the door swung open and Tinker 
entered , pouncing into the vacant chair at the table and snatch ing up 
the dis h- cover . "Fish! 11 he said, in disgust . "I thought I smelled 
sausages ! n 

I do not propose in this article to spoil the enjoyment of those 
who haven ' t read the se ri es but at a later date I hope to expatiate 
further upon the tales of Blake the Man as opposed t o Blake the man­
huntin g machine . 

* * * * 
HOW'S YOUR MEMORY (No. ?) 

By E. V. Copeman 

Those who have r ead the story which included the scene quoted in 
this article won't forget t he incident its el f , but -can you remember 
t he title of the yarns and its author? 

Here is the extract . Some clues will be given later. 

Darlmess enveloped Blake, pitch - black impenet r able darkness . He 
was hedged in by barriers of blackness. His head was aching and he 
was finding it difficult to breathe. Where was he? As if from a lon g 
way of f there came to his ears t he sound of a muffled voice . He was · 
bein g moved backwards and forwards with a slow swaying swing, al most 
as if he were in a boat ~ at sea . He tri ed to move but his limbs 
refused to respond to the comi'Jlal'.rls of his br ain . With difficulty he 
scrabbled 1·d. th his fingers . He felt th erri t ouch something on which he 
was lying - something which was very cold. He became aware at the 
same moment of a curious odour of decay which seemed to fill that 
space within which he was confined . 

The swaying movement violently increased and then steadied for a 
moment. The next instant he had the sensation of descending in a vecy 
slow - moving lift. There was a slight bump and then silence . He 
clenched his teeth fie rcely in a f r enzied atte mpt to make his brain act . 
What was happening to hi m? Where was he? Vaguely there rose before 
him a vision of himself in one of the si tting-:r.ooms at the Thorns ••. 
then the undertakers had asked to see him , t hey wanted to be sure that 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~216~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

al l th e arrangements for the funeral of John Reppington were satis ­
factory ... he remembered it all in a flash now. He had been gassed ••• 
those mm had not been r eal undertakers ••• 

There was a sudden rattle just above his head, like soil falling 
from a heigh t on some wooden covering . With a feeling of overwhelming 
panic , Sexton Blake realised where he was and what ha.d happened to hi.I:i. 
He was in the coffin with the remains of John Reppington! The funeral 
service was actually 'going on . He had been lowered into the grave. 
The l ast symbolic r ite had been performed : "Earth to earth B:Jld ashes 
to ashes ••• " 

REIDcmber it? 
CLUES 
1 • The author contributed ( under two differ ent names) a total of 22 
stories to t h3 S.B.L. He wrote a seri es of 8 in the U.J. which 
featured a centr al cr iminal character never mentioned before or afte r. 
He also contributed to the ill - fated Detecti1,-e Weekly . 
2 . In 1955, both Der ek Ford and Victor Colby mentioned this 
particular st ory in t he pages of the Collector's Digest. 
3. Though th e yarn i s good , Blake bi rnself is not at his brightest 
and r emains consistently baffl ed throughout . He also ado pts a r a t her 
blatant disguise for a time; a very pointed beard and moustache and 
a wig to match , together with a suit of plus fours . In thi s disguise 
he comes under cl ose scrutiny from even the police thems elv es and in 
broad deylight without anyone being any the wiser . 

NvW who wrote the story and what is it s title? 

* * * * * 
ANSWER TO TEASER NO. 6 (JULY, 1957 C.D.) 

The story in which Blake appeared briefly as a docto r (just for 
one evening) was written by NARK OSBOfu'IB, well - known for his sto ri es 
featuring criminal George l·~den Plur.'.llller. Titl e for our 'Tease r' 
story was firstly "T"oE CONSULTING ROOM CRil1IE'' (S . B.L. 327, ff.1a.rch 1932) 
and then "THE CONSULTING ROO:M MYSTERY" (S . B. L. 726, August 1940) . 
Blake ' s Scotl.:.ni Y~rd fri.0;"1.d, as in most Osborne sto ries, was the 
bearded Detective-L'lSpector Martin . The actual words "The Consulting 
Room" were quoted in the second excerpt from the storJ in l ast month I s 
article . 

* * * * * 

I 
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MY TWELVE FAVOURITE U.J. (BLAKE) STORIE3 

(As se lected by Len Packlmn) 

1. Dirk Dolland 's Redemption ........................................................................ (No. 791) 
2.- The Case of the Bogus Judge .................................... -.... ............................. (No. 886) 
3 . The Thousand t h Chance ···-·········-···· .. ········ .. ·-·················-··- ···························(Ho. 1000) 
4 . Lord of the Ape Men ............................................................................................. (No. 1206 
5. Tinker ' s Secret ....................................................•............................... , .................... lNo. 11-49 
6. The Black Cloud ......................................................... "............................................ No. 1265 
7. The Crime of the Christmas Tree ...... ........................................ ., ..... No. 1313 
8 . They Shal l Repay ...................................................................................................... (No. 1378 
9 . The Dog Detective .................................................................................................. No. 8ffl 

10. The Sacred Sphere ............................ . .................................................................. No. 529 
11 • The Golden Re.ef .......................................................................................................... No. 752 
12. The Voodoo Curse ..................................................................................................... No. 984 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

Nostaw , 328 Stockton Lane, York . 
Phone : 25795 

* * * * * 
To avoid ed.i torial scissors , my remarks this month will be brief . 

Herewith the rest of Nonnan Pragnell Is sto ry of Nerki the Sorc erer , 
f oll0\ ·1ed by Jim Cook ' s stud y of Larry Scott. 

Nerld. th e Sorcere r - continued from last month. 

It was an extraordinary phenomenon - a thing which scared the 
boys more than anything that bad gone before. It was \lll-natural - it 
was weird in tm extreme ." 

Or perhaps for a final example - the thrashing of Uiniosi. "Wau! 
Who art thou?" demanded Umlosi ooinously , as he advanced , 1'speak, or 
th ou wilt feel t he strength of my great arrns . 11 The next moment a 
terrific struggle was taking place , and th e mighty Kutana found him­
self picked up like a feather, and the grip upon him was \lllbelievable . 
He woa picked up a-gain, and even us Nelson Lee and Lord l>Grrimore ran 
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Umlosi was pitched thr -ough the air with awful violence. He crashed to 
tre floor with a force that s~ook the house . 

nye gods and little fishes" ejaculated Dorrie aghast . 
The lights had rev ealed Umlosi, and the mighty Kutana was 

sprawling on his back, blood oozing from his mouth. Umlosi's shoul(jers, 
and his arms were smother ed with terrible bruises . He had been in the 
grip of something so strong that he had been unable to def end himself . 
And for the first time, Lord Derrimore felt - and looked unce rtain. 11 

To what strength had Nerki struck when even Dorrimor e almost confessed 
bis belief in ghost s . These are just a few of the dozens of exc i t~g 

episodes in this series, 8Ild all of them defied explanation, at lee.:st 
until they were all solved by Nelson Lee . 

This therefor e was th e story of Professor Nerki , one of the best 
series that appeared in th e Second New Seri es, particularly when 
compared with some of th e others that were appea ring in the years 
1930-1933 . Despite our words earlier on in thi s article may we suggest 
something to the r eaders of this · artiple . If you hav:e read the story ' 
before, then r ead it again , you will be surprised how fresh and enjo y-
able it is . If you have not - then borrow the s er ies and read it. 
You may then realize in a small way why we admirers of St. Frarik!s 
bel i eve that Brooks had tbat something extra that Hamilton did not 
possess . ¥ ; 

The fourth and f inal articl e in this · series will dea l with that 
re.markabl e story "Island Above th e Clouds" , inwhich Brooks showed that 
during all th e yeais he wrote for tlie Nelson Lee Library he never lost 
the magic touch for writing about "Lost Worlds" . But more of that in 
a month or two . 

* * * * * 
A. STRANGE NEV! BOY 

"The truth is a sharp spear which flies home and misses not . " 
Kin g Solo mon ' s Mines . 

There were many strange boys at St . Fran.l{' s - strmge in that th ey 
were different from the usual type of schoolboy we associate with youth . 
I leave the reader to choose his own partic1.tl.ar set of oddities that · 
appe ared in the pages of the ''Nelson Lee Library" while I mention one, 
Lawrence Scott . 

It was a dark and stonny evening, just over a week before 
Christmas in 1922, that Scott descended on St. Frank's . Archie Glen­
thorne, who was returning to th e school after an uns".l:::cessful trip to 
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his barber pulled Scott from beneath a fallen tree and carried him a 
considerable way across a sodden , spongy mess of awful mud which had 
once been a meadow. 

He had see a light from a bungalow and when they finally reached 
it the door was opened by Simon Kenmore of th e Sixth Fonn at St. 
Frank's. Scott had collapse d and Archie just about to drop but he 
could se e he had gate-crashed a champagne party . 

They were reluctantly admitted rurl whm Scott's injuries and 
Arc.hie 1 s exhausted condition were realised they were given a ll th e 
help possibl e to make th em comfortable . 

They were not to know that Scott himself was on his way to join 
St . Frank ' s, and he in turn was unaware he was among St.- . Frank ' s boys, 
since the y wer e not wearin g Etons . Thus th ey never extracted from 
him a promi se not to sneak on t hem as they did from Archi e . And that 
wn.s f at al ! Becaus e whe."l Lee questions Larry Scott about th e :r,arty at 
t he bungalow , Larry can ·only tell the truth! He just can't help it ! 

The f ollCMing extract s from the "Boy who couldn 't Lie" uill show 
what I mean : 

Hand.forth planted himself in front of Scott; "Who the dicke ns 
do you think you are?" he demanded. 

"My name is Lawrenc e Scott" replied th e new boy. , 
''A new f ell ow here?" 
11Yes . 11 

"What 1s the idea of coming here so near th e end of term?" put :in 
De Valeri e . "It ' s not usual . 11 

''No, I don •t think it i s . But my pe opl e hav e gone abroad .and so 
t hey sen t me to St . Fr8llk 1s straightaway . I suppose I shall spend t l-e 
Xmas holidays her e ." 

"Poor chap" said Pitt sympath etic al ly. 
After describing Handforth's fist as one befittin g a navvy 

Handy' s ca techism of Scott continues. 

out . " 

"'Jhe::'El were you before you C8ille her e?" 
"At Barrowcliff e School, Hampshir e ." 
"Why did you l eo.ve? 11 

"Because I had a fight with th e sch ool captain , and knock ed him 

"What !" sho~ted th e otmr s . 
"Do you mean to say you wer e expell ed?" demanded Handy. 
''No, but th ere was some unpl eas8Il tn ess ond my f a the r deci ded to 

t ake rae away. The school captain wo.s n cad, a!ld I had t o fight him." 
The juni ors regarded Scott in SUJJ>rise . 
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They were rather nst ouJ1ded th at ho should be so f'rank abou t his 

r easons for l eaving his pr evious s chool . It wasn't very cr edit abl e to 
explain that he had peen expell ed - or practically expelled . 

'' Idon 't know whether you 'r e spoofing, but you don 't look much 
like a boxer to me" said lfundfort h bluntly, "do you think you could 
,·,hack me?" he added. 

"Yes" 
''i·1hat? 11 r oar ed Handf ort h violently . 
"Yes, I do think I eould whack you" said Scott cal mly . 
"Why, you cheeky young ass !" snorted Handy, " I could wipe the 

fl oor with you !" "I could use you as a broom." 
"It's alright Scott, don ' t take too much notice of him!" said 

Ni pper coming fo rward, ''I t ' s just his little way. He can ' t help it 
you know. He' s a decent chap in th e main ." 

"Yes, so I t hought" said Scott, "I r a~l:i.er lik e him" 
"I'm f la tt or ed" snee r ed Handforth hecvily. 
"Like him?" gr inn ed Pitt, "in sp i te of hi s ugliness? " 
"Yes" sai d Scott . 
Hand.forth went red all over. 
"If you think I am going to stand ·this you 'v e made a blooruer !" 

he roared . "Tbis new kid said th at I'm ugly -" 
Larry Scott smile d . 
"I don •t lik e to offend you but I think you ' re very ugly indeed!" 

he r eplied fr nnk]y, "I've never met a f ellow quite so ·ugly before ." 
"Ha, ba, ha !" 
"So now you 've got it, old 1Illl.I111 chuckl ed Pitt. l 
"I haven ' t got a quart er of what this chap's going to get in two 

s ocond.s" bellow ed Handy. "Great Pip ! Anm .. chap ho.s the nerve to soy 
that I 'm ugly ! What els e do you t hink about me?" he demanded 
furi ous ly. 

"By what I hav e se en I should jud ge you to be quit e good- natured 
in t he main , but very aggres iv e , nnd w:i. th a highly inflat ed opinion of 
yourself'' r epli od Scott thoughtfully. 

"Well ! that ' s more thrui fl esh and blood can stand ! 11 breathed 
Band.forth huskily . 

Hand.forth proc eeds to pull up his sle eves and sl aughter Scott, 
but is seized by half a dozen f el lo ws ruid dr agge d back . · 

"W- crn ' t have any fighting in the lobby" said Nipper severely . 
t
1Look here, Scott, it's all very well to be frank, but it's rather 

risky . You' re a ne11 kid, and I must say you 've got a bit of a nerve. 



If I were you I should apologi se to Hand.forth . " 
11Certainly not!" said Scott, ''What I said was true . " 

"There )'OU a.re, listen to him!" howled Hand.forth wilily. 
11'\fua.t' s t:00 idea?" said Nipper, looking at the new boy curiously, 

"Do you alvays tell the truth like th at?" 
"Yes, of course . " 
But the atmosphere is not so jolly when Larry is asked if he 

ever did anything that he was ashamed of. 
"Yes" r eplied Scott . 
"Oh, what was that?" 
"I sruck rny mother when I was in a t emper one day" said Scott 

quietly . 
Everybody was silent . 
"I was a cad, and my father flo gged me i.mtil he rais ed weals on 

my back" snid Scott, "But I deserved the thrashing. Any fellowlho 
strik es his mother, even in a teJ1pe r, is a brute . " 

"You •re not doing yourself any good by seying this !" said Ni pJ:)er 
quietly . 

"I was afraid so" re plied Scott, "But I was asked the question 
and I had to answer . 11 

"Well , hang it all !" exclaimed Pitt , "you ' re just about the 
Ji roi t . There I s hardly any need to be so truthful as all th at , Scott l 
By the way, what ' s your father by profe ssion? " 

"He is a retired sweet manufacturer ." 
''Row did he start?" asked Pitt, ·wit h a wink at th e other boys . 
"He had a stall in Deptford Broadway" said the new boy qui etl y . 
11What! '' gasped Pitt , "but - but you needn ' t hnve told us that, 

you ass !" 
"But J simply told you how my father started . " 
"And did he make all his money honestly?" asked Hubbard . 
''I' m afraid not" replied Scott, "But that :i,s busines s . " 
The aITival of Nelson Lee put a stop to the li ttle meeting and 

he requested Scott to accompany him to Lee's study . 
Larry follows Lee . 
"I understand Scott, that the Headmaster has already put you 

through a shortBIB:mioation . Did you please Dr. Stafford?" 
"Not particularly, Sir" 
"Do you mean t ha t you ere 1·ather backward? " 
"Yes sir . " 

... . --~"' .,. ... . - ... 
"Well , you will hav e to buckl e tv ~~d $ee what you ·d@ .. ina.ke-.of 

'· • • ·~··:~ z:_·; 
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yourself" said Nelso n Lee smoot hly , "when th e new term begins you will 
soon settle down in t o your stride . I hope you will like your new 
su.rroll'ldings , my boy?" . 

"Very much, sir " 
111 think you sl ept in a separate room" went on. Lee , "to-night 

you will be accommodated in the dormitory . Did you s l eep well? " 
"Not very well, sir" · 
"I am sorry to hear that , · my boy. What was the cause?" 
111 was troubled by a fl ea, si r! " 
"Good gracious ," ejaculated Nelson Lee , 11:My dear lad! itf.aat on 

earth -" 
111 thinlc I must have picked it up in the train , sir" sai d the 

new boy . ".Trains are very bad for that, sir , as perhaps you have 
dis cove red for yourself " 

There ' s more to follow . More home truths and . startl ing 
exposures from "The Boy Who Couldn ' t Lie." 

This is one of those Lees you want both to read and to keep . 
Larry Scott seems to me to be a very original character. Did 

he have a counte r part among the compaiu.on papers? 
JAMES W. COOK. 

No. 393 "The Boy Who Couldn 't Lie" - December 16th , 1922 . 

Bound Volumes nMagnet11 complete years issue , 1936 , 1937, 1938, 1939 
£7-10-0 each . 
Thi rty very earl y "Magnets" £15. Forty 1934 "Magnets" £6-10-0 
Sixty eigh t 1926- 1930 "Magnets" . Mostl y cl ean fil e copies , a ll 
different . £3(). "Magnets" 1403 - 1428 Bound £5 . 
25 - 1935 "Magnets" 60/-; "Chatterbox " Annuals 1920-26 6/ - ,each . 
Offers fo r beautifully bound vol ume "Girls 01-m Paper" 1888-89. 
"Our Gazette" 1888 Bound. - One dozen 11nec cano" l'.1lagazines 1923-24 
including Christmas numbers • . "Spivers 11 "Panics " "Thrills" "Tales 
of Death" - publish ed 1930 ' s , out of print . 6/- each . 
Postage extra on all books . 
LAWRENSON, 44 BLEAKRILL ROAD, ST. HELEI\T ' S , LANCS. 

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE A.P. Comics 1930- 40 , Chips , Comic Outs , Film Fun, 
Funny ~londer, Joker . Wanted: Fi .lm Fun, Kinema Komic, Puck , Bubbles , 
J es ter, Butterfly - period 1920 - 30 . 
ARN91D KEENA, 11 PEARL ~ . FJPPING, N,S,W, AUSTRALIA. 
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S. B.L . REVIE\'lS 

August I 1957 

Murder With Variety (No. 387) ..................... - .................................... .-William Arthur 

Nothing of any importance had ever happened at Foulness - on-Sea . 
But when Duke Karsonie , a the at rical agent , brin8s his own inrticular 
brand of foulnes s to the seaside reso r t, together with tm Sunshine 
Fol li es of 1957, a very much below third - rate variety show, it begins 
to live up to th e name .bestowed upon it . For Karsoni~ :i,s that loath­
some type of individual , who cajoles stage-struck gir l s to take up 
posts, awa:y from treir fami lies , in order to exploit them. In a 
foreign country, friendl ess llil.d alone , realisation that they have been 
doped comes too late . In despair some commit suicid e . Glori a Page is 
one . Jasmine, her sister, swears to be r evenged on Karsonie and those 
of the Sunshine Follies who are aiding and abetting .him in his pernic ­
ious trade . By sowing the seeds of suspicion among· them - inak:i.ng 
each belie ve that one of the others is about to expose his or her 
ac tivities to th e authori t ies, Jasmine Pnge sits back to watch the 
success of mr pl an of rev enge . Then she meets Tinker, and every -

.. tbing changes , for sm falls in love with him . Too late ••••• 
It's a lively story, and makes ideal B.?..nk Holiday reading , ,,i th 

those two old f avourit es of ihe C. I . D., Scotland Ya.rd, Superintend ent 
Claudius Venner and Sergeant Belford, retuxning to the fold . 

Ra ting .................................................................................... .Excellent 

* * * 
Act of Violence (No. 388) ............ -...................................................... ........ Pete r Saxon 

First of a series of novels dealing with Blake ' s wartime assign ­
ments , telling the inside story of Musso]jni ' s treasure of Dongo. 
With the Fascist State crwnbling before the onsl augh t of tm Allies , 
1'1ussolini ha.d made plans for a second State to be born out of the 
ruins of the old one . Having gathered money and documents to the 
value of fifty miJJi on sterling , the Duce had se creted the whole 
somewhere near Dongo, on Lake Como, distributing amongst five of his 
most valued lieutenants , pa...-t of the formula for the treasure ' s 
recovery . One, a r enega de Englis hman, named Nichael Boland , a 
traitor tQ th e land of hi s "t-i.:•:.:;ll , had fought with the Fascists against 
the Allies . To the Sicili a:.:r.s he was known as Il Lupo (th e Uolf) . 
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They had given him this synonym because of his cru el treatment towards 
them when he had ruthlessly denied them collaboration wi t.li the Allied 
invaders . 

A seeth:ing, impotent ".ritness to th e execut ion of rlussol:ini and 
his mistress, Clara Petacci , by the partisans, 11 Lupo s.ees himself as 
the Duce's natural successor . Possession of the treo.sure of Dongo 
must be his, however. 

But Sexton Blalce, playing a lone hand, is also an interested 
participant. Amongst the enormous wealth are l et t ers writt en by 
Allied poli ticicns to Mussolini . Vi ta1, they could be dang-erous in the 
wrong hands..... A tough and thrilling novel . 

Ra ting ............................................................................... Very good. 

LETTEB BOX 

Dear Editor , 

WALTER WEBB 

43 Mayfield Road, 
Sanderstead, 

Surrey . 

Every righhthinking person should be gra t eful to Mr. Thurbon 
for drawing attention to the high prices scandal. 

Come! Let us be fronk about all this . How mony collectors aro 
r oolly out to help other collectors? Not very many I'm afn:d.d. But 
Sir , thero has been a tendency in lat e yoars to sell "complete yenrs" 
at unscrupulous prices . Suppose a person desired, ooy to obtain two 
Magnets in order to complete his coll ection for 1935. He would have 
to buy a complain yenr and pay several pounds for it which he could 
probably ill afford to do. 

Yours since r ely, 

BERNARD PRIME 

* * * 
(Note: Well Bernard has a right to his point of view, but honestly I 
don 1t see how one can expect a collector to spli t up a years run for 
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benefit of someone who wants one odd copy or two , and they aren 't al.l 
offered at unscrupulous prices . There was an instance last month 
where it wasn.''t so and I lmow the majority were quickly snapped up . 

. This month Len Allen is offering some odd copies of Magnets , 
Gems etc . ~~cording to his price list they are very reasonable indeed. 
Inevitably there will be such a demand, of course, that some are 
bound to be disappointed , but how can you avoid that? 

And may I r emind those who can •t afford to lay out substantial 
sums that all tre foux Clubs have now libraries fro m which papers · can 
be borrowed f or a month for a few coppers. H.L. ) 

WANTED: Union Jacks fo r 1917 , also any of' the fol l owing numbers: -
589, 726, 862, 1026, 1028 , 1031, 1122, 1157, 1149 , 1150 , 1161, 1199, 
1202 , 1203 , t226, 1237 , 1238, 1240, 1241, 1242, 1243, 1251, 1262, 
1283 , 1 396 , 1398, 1 399 • 
S.B.Ls . 1st Series . - any numbers . 
2nd Series: - 8 , 21 , 25 , 77 , 89, 94, 102 , 129, 132,2 13 , 236, 272 , 2o/l, 
335, 489, 663, 667, 6ff7, 693, 723, 740. 
Boys ' Friend 4d. Library 1st Series, No. 669. 2Ii.d SeriE!S No. 79 
An::, reasonable price paid . 
MRS. J. PACK.NAN, 7/ ARCHDAIE RO.AD. E. OOLw'ICH, S. E. 22, 

WANTED: Robin Hood Libraries (A.P.) Nos. 43, 46, 49, 50, 52, 53 
also Prairie Libraries . 
F . MACHilI, 38 ST. THOMAS I S ROAD, IRESTON. ____ ;._ _________________________ _ 
FOR SALE: 61 Boys ' Friend (Green ' uns) between No's 869 - 1019 
88 Nel son Lee (O. S.) between No' s 112 - 358 , 1919 complete - 1ff7/2'58 
10 Gems between No' s 54 3 - 629 also Bunter Books , Annuals, Tom Me:cry 
Annuals . S .A.E . for list to: -
M. JOHNSON, 164 .AMFSBURY AVENUE, STREA'IHAM Illll, LONDON s .w. 2. 

ATffliTION:- Correction to my June advert . "Chums Annuals" wanted 
a.re Volume Mo. 1 (1892/3) . Volume No. 21 (1913) and No. 29 (1921) 
also N.L.L. (3rd Ns) No. 20 
JOHN GUNN, GONNS HOl'EL, S'ffiii.T.FORD SQUARE, NOTTINGH!iM 

* * * * *** * * * * 
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SECTION 

The long voyage from Tokio over and made all the more enjoyable 
by the last Bunter book and "Magnets " borrowed fro m the Club library, 
Les Ro,·1ley turned up at the East Dulwich meeting on Sunda;y, July 21st . 
I'1eeting his club colleagues for the first time and enjoying a very fin e 
pro gramme . .hlso making his first a ttendanc e was H.V. de V. Roberts, 
he like Les knows his F..ami 1 tonia. M£;jor and Hinor quiz by myself, a 
very fine Hidden Names one by Gerry Allison, a .Classic Boy's Tales 
quiz by Len Packman, a superb tal k on the artists by our arti s t, Bcb 
1't .. hite r, a St . Jim ' s Quiz by Bill Hubbard and a verJ fine tal k on 
Rider &ggard by Frank Ve.man - Lay. Future pro gramme or ga.l'lisers · were 
appointed and a discussion on Bernard Theme's visit from Ontario, 
Canada, took place . It was agreed to hold the · Sept ember meeting · at 
Frank K<eeling•s Residence at 107, Dolphins Road, Folkestone, Kent, on 
Sunday, 15th . Excursion train from Charing Cross, fare 11 / 6 r eturn , 
tr ain departs 10 a .m. Return from Folkeston e at 8 . 20 p.m. thus 
giving a fairly J.ong day in the Greyfriars country . Frank Keeling is 
one of our ol dest members and a hearty welco me awaits all members 
roaki ng the journey . September being the month when our Herbert comes 
south for his round of visits, what more can one ask but to meet him . 
on the Folkestone tri p and renew our old acquain tB1:1ce with Frank Keeling! 

Members will be notified as t o the informal meeting arranged 
during August so as to meet Bernard Thorne . 

mfCLE BEl'iJ AMIN 

* * * * 
NORTHEfu°'IJ SECTION MEETING - JULY 20th, 1957 

Opening th e meeting, Chainnan St an Smith , r egretted that the 
bus strike md preve nted some of our distant members being with us . 
He then made mention of the delightful get - together ive had had lllSt 
Sunday at Cheste rfie ld with the Midland Club . 

Treasurer, Gerry Allison, then f?JJ.Ve his report, and this was 
followed by "News from C. D. Sourc es" by Herb ert Leckenby . 

Busin ess over, we were t 'hen all attention when Herbert gave us 
a t alk entitled "I preferred Wycliffe" . This one one of the most 
enjo yable , and certainly the most controversial talk we have ever had. 
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The end coincided with 1he arrival of tea and refreshments, and we had 
to contain ourselves while these were disposed of. 

Then the floodgates were opened ! Everybody had romething of 
inter es t to say. Fro m discussing th e rival merits of schools where 
the boys grew up with others where they did not, th e discussion soon 
assumed a wider scope, and we debated as to how tl'\tl to life were the 
vari ous school stories in question. With both our pr esen t and ex­
chairman present, both s chool masters themselves , we had no l ack of 
authoritative comment. All in all, the debate was the most enjoyable 
one we have bad . 

And to finish with, Herbert provid ed a branlnew game, which mad.e 
us rack our brains for 15 minutes. The winner was Stanl ey Smith , who 
who has now to provide us with a contest hi mself as penalty far 
winning! 

Next Meeting, August 1 Otb : 'LADIES NI GHT' • 
· G. ALLISON 

* * * * 
MERSEYSIDE BRANCH O.B.B.C . - SUNDAY, 14th JULY. 

• The July :meeting was opened by the Chairman giving us the 
financicl report, which was agreed by all to be vezy sound. The 
question of tha high prices that have to be paid to get books for the 
Library was then seriously discussed by all Club members, as also the 
point dealing with th e availability of these books at all . Certain 
conclusions were arrived at and Frank Unwin on behalf' of the br anch , 
will il!lplenent these conclusions . On a lighter note the writers• 
quiz was then tackled by all a nd sundry . It followed the usual 
pattern, question and answer, wit h t he emphasis on Nelson Lee and 
SID..--ton Blake lore . Don Webs ter was f irst, with Frank Unwin and Jack 
Mor gan second and third . Prizes of Nel son Lees were given away • 

.After te a we tackled Frank Unwin's competition "Figures of Speech" 
which was something new to us all . W.e were split into three teams, and 
given the task of finishing off extracts from Magnets and Gems. The 
last f ew were as Frank calls the competition famous "Figur es of Spe ech " 
Rosult : - Jack Morgan's team first wi th 16t point s . Next meeting, 
Sunday tre 4th Au.gust, 7 p.m. As the writ e!' will - he hopes - be 
sunning himself at PenrJi:imaur on this date, these notes will be take n 
over far the month by Don Webste r. 
Special l ate note . As from and including the Sept ember meeting this 
year, all monthly meetings will be held on Satu:rday evenings and not 
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NOfil1Al1 P.RAGNELL, 
Hon. Secretary . 

* * * 
MIDLAND SECTION 

Report of meeting held June 24th , 1957 
in Chambers of Commerce 1 Birmingham 

The pr ogramme for the night was in the very capable hands of Miss 
Beryl Russell and Torn Port er . Beryl's contribution was four quizzes , 
two of them the usual "namei' sort , but the remai.-riing two had something 
a bit extra. . Jack Corbett, our Chairman for .the night , won the one 
where we had to ind ent ify certain disguised periodicals and our'hew 
boy" Syd Wise, won the hidden names quiz with a total of 23. Quite gocd 
for th e sho rt ti me allowed. The other two (ordinary type) quiz zies 
were won by myself . My lucky night considering I won the library 
raffle too . 

We bad a fairly good attendance amongst which we .. · were very 
plea sed to see our old fri end Jack Bellfield . 

Tom Porter read an extract from S.O.L. No. 5 11The Greyi'riars 
G~ers . " An excel l ent pre-arranged programme to cover July to 
December has been drawn up by the Connnittee, mostly the work of Tom 
Porter . 

Library succ ess was f urth er maintained , thanks mostly to Beryl 
(and the borrowers). The Chesterfield get - togeth:lr was discussed 
and as most arrangements bad been made by the t"wo Secretaries, it was 
only left to get a definite list of probab l e starters . This was done 
and it was decided to book a r eserved coach for the journey . 

HARRY BROSTER, 

Secretary . 

Late Paro . Leslie Pwoley , late of Tokyo, gave me a very pleasant 
surprise \·Then he called on me on July 22nd . We ma.de tm most of bis 
two days stay . .Jack Wood join ed us for lunch on the second one . How 
the time sped! And Londoners , make a note of that sp ecial Club 
Meeting to welcome Bernard Thorne of Toronto . Attend if you possibly 
can . H. L. 

* * * * ·--- -----·---- -------
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HAMILTONtANA • 
compiled by HERBERT LECKENBY 

s.o.s. I find I am running short of articles for this importan t 
section, an unusual state of affairs, but there it is. Many of you 
have alre ady had your holidays , tbs nights are beginning to draw in, 
so how abou t it? I shan ' t be able to sleep if I anticipate grouses 
from Hamiltonians that they ~t getting their fair share of space . 

Moreover, let me remind you that February 15th , 1958 marks an 
outstanding event the 50th anniversary of the birth of -the l>lagnet. We 
simply must celebrate that in a big way with a bumper number. We 
shall want plenty of artic l es on it s amazing career. Well, you've 
been warned in plenty of tillle. 

* * * * 
Just as we were about to go to press, I received an advance copy 

o'f "Billy Bunter ' s Own" with a request from Mr R. M. Bayne-Powell o'f 
the Guildford Press, for a review in tre c . .o. Within half an hour it 
was in t he cal)lble hands .of Jack Wood and here's wha t he t hi.nlr..s about 
it . I t ::ill he publi shccl So:1t ember 1st, and distributed by the u,,_,1 to11 
Press o'f Hulton House, Fleet Street . 

BILLY BUNTER'S OWN - POBLISHED BY THE OX011HOATR ffiFS3 at as, 6d . 

!.."3 one might expect , this is another Frank Richards - C. H. 
Chapman production which warms tm heart as the Christmas Annual s eas on 
comes round again . Frank has provided a number of stories, one more 
than half the length of the book, and othe r "shorts " about Greyfriar s , 
Felgat e and Cliff House, in his inimitable s tyle. The main yam, in 
fact , is a real old-timer with a perfect word picture of Friard.ale 
Wood lll'lder fi heavy mantle of snow am of a disappearing Bunte r, factors 
which provide a coJIBdy and mystery in a fine ly bl ended mixtur e . 

Chapmnn has added just trn right touch with his well-defined 
drawings, and but for the unfortunate thinness of the volume we could 
well imagine t he pal.my days of the Holiday .A.lmual returned. Cric ket 
at Grey'friars, with Bunter savin g the match; the tlfi:fth " at Felgate; 
and Bessie putting her foot in it a -t Cliff House; give the sp ice to an 
enjoyab l e confection lth ich l eaves us like the equally immortal Oliver 
asking for more • • and more • • and more . 
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Something .new about St . Jim ' s or Rookwood, more of the Jack of 

All Trades saga , would really "make" our Christmas - i f we could 
keep from reading them as long as that ! 

* * * 
> 

.And here ' s one of Frank Richards always welcome letters : 

July 6t h , 19'J7. 

Dear Herbe r t Leckenby , 
Many thanks fo r the C .D., in which there is a spot of very 

special interest to · me, in the shape of Gerry Allison ' s verses . I wt..s 
not only interested , but I may add , ver.y much moved, by such a tribute: 
not , of course, that Frank Richards deserves to be held in such 
estimation . . But most of us like to be valued above our deserts : I 
confess that I do , &"'1d so , many thanks to Gerry from the old boy at 
Broadstairs . 

I think I mentioned in my previous letter that I was engaged upon 
a new series for T. V. The first of these will appear on the screen 
on Saturday , the 20th, the others following on through August . And 
perhaps you have heard that Billy is now butting into I . T. V. 

With kindest regards , 
Always yours sinc erely , 

FRANK RICHARIB 

* * * 
vrnich do you prefer? By Roger M. Jenkins 

No 2 - The Floating Boarding House (Boys • Friends 12~9- 1267 : Magnets 
1312-1 6_ 

Billy Bunter and Tubby Muffin bad one thing in common which 
distinguished t h, m both fro m Baggy Trimble - they were likeable rogues . 
Only a likeable rogue could have invited a party of friends for a 
yachting holiday wit hout telling them in advance they wor e expected 
to pay . Tubby Muffin ' s Uncle, Captain ~1uffi n , char ged four guineas 
a week for a trip on the Sil ver Cloud in 1925 , whereas Btm ter I s cousin, 
Captain Cook, made it twenty-one guinea s for the round trip on the Sea 
Nymph in 1933 . No wonder Fisher T.Fish nearly had .a heart attack when 
he stowed himself on board the Sea Nymph and toon discovered he had 
landed himself with a bill to pay . Bunter and Muffin of course 
.!_ravelled free as a reward for introducing t he paying guests . - - · 
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Captain Cook bad purchased the Sea Nymph from a distressed Sur­

Tax payer, and had furnished a luxurious boat in tb3 cheapest possible 
manner. There was e. much more curious history to the Silver Cloud. . . 
Captain Muffin had bought it cheap at an auct:fon, and it had :formerly 
belonged to a gentlefilBD cracksman whose stolen loot bad never been 
recovered wmn he had been sent to gaol. As the yacht sailed rot:md 
Wales up to the Isle of Man all sorts of queer incidents occurred, as 
a result of which Ponsonby end Co., left the boat at Douglas, wbiJst 
Smythe, Howard aJ!d Tracy de~rted in haste e.t Fle etwood. It need 
hardly be added that it was owing to Mondngton that the myster.v was 
eventtwJly solved. The missing diamonds were discovered in the boat, 
and Captain Muffin received the reward. He bestowed upon bis fat 
nephew Reginald a gold watch, am t6 the otmrs he generously se."lt his 
kind regards. 

Curiously enough, the ~1agnet series had no connecting link but 
merely cooprised a sequence of unconnected incidents. It also throws 
some light on the goograpey around the school, for the Sea Nymph sa .iled 
from Pegg to Dover (where Fishy left hastily and Coker and Co. arrivec l) 
and then continued from Dover to Margate. The implication of this 
s eems to be that Greyfria:rs is situated in the South of Kent and not on 
the Ea.st side as is often supposed. Be this as it may, however :, the 
yacht then sailed 1x> Gibraltar and the South of France where there were 
some mnming scenes in the casinos, though one would have to turn to t he 
volume of Gems for the year 1910 to find the most enthralling accomt 
by Charles Hamilton of a trip to Nice and Monte Carlo - but that is 
another story. · -

Look:ir.g back at the two series in proper perspective, it is easy 
to see that the J/iagnet series vqs the more polished of the two, and 
contained some very good hl.nnorous patches which the Boys I Friend 
series to aggreat extent lacked. 11evertheless, there was much more 
excitement and continuity of story about the Rookwood series, and in 
addition tbey now seem to possess an aura of nostalgia. in that they 
represent the last Surr:mer holiday series to appear in tm Boyj Friend. 
They also contained rui unusunl selection of schoolboys characters, 
and this odd mixture served to heighten the interes ·t of the stories. 
On the whole, therefore, I consider the Rookwood version of the 
floating bearding-house to be the better of the . two~ Which do you 
prefer? * * * . 

LET'S BE COflTROVERSIAT, 

(In .]his series, Mc Fayne dis~a§s~ certain .to1>ics of ;i;ntereat tD 
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stud.en.ts of the Hamilton J>&pers. He gives his own opinion super­

ficially, and invites you to qri te to hj m with your views on the sub.-~ 
jeet . He will S\!Ii11D81'ise readers' latters on the topic in a future C.D. 
NO. 5. ,IS ~y TEDIOUS? A ~tter of personal taste, of course , bu 
I myself low the one and only·, apd ha. ve never f oun.d. h:i:,m a bore. . . 

In my view he is a superb piece of . chara9ter painting, and he 
has always been much more consistently handled than some of tlie other 
characters .. He suffered very mu.ch from being imitated. Even his 
creator used some of Gussy ' s cllaract\.eristics in lesser characters , 
which other wri tars seem to . have attempted to 11Cu.sl1 in° on the · 
popularity of tl;le Swell of St. Jim I s. If I remember correctly, one of 
the most sharaeless irnitations was Paula Creel of the Mol'co-,re storie$. 

But though Gussy, l .ike Bunter, tended to appear hackneyed at 
times, owing to so mucl1 imitation, both characters B!'e s~ adl.tully 
written that they have lived on to attain inunortal fame. 

I,fi.n.d you, I doubt whether Gussy is strong · enough to monopolise 
the St. Jim's stage in the same way that Bunter has remained to 
monopolise the Greyfriars stories a.ni overshadow tlE other characte~s . 

F.a.rly in this . Controversial Series, when I suggested that Ta:ll>ot, 
as schoolboy oracksman, was overplayed, someone posed the question 
nrs Billy Btmter overplayed? " Tba:t, of course, was nothing to do with 
the subject under discussion the\\ but it makes an interestjng comparison 
here . Bunter has been overplayed for map.y years, for obvious r.eaaons. 
The pu.bl:Lc demand· their Bunter, so they get him., . I would riot really 
have it otherwise, . for Greyfriars without Btm.ter would b.e Hamlet wit~ 
out the prince. To-day, Oreyfriars is Bunter. 

But St. Jim's is not Gussy, thoUgh it is impossible to imagine 
the old school without bim,. Gussy, simple aid lovable, impressionable 
and unsuspecting ,, the target for gt~ry ty:pe of fun, could never carry 
St. Jim 1s on his back in the way that Bun'b~ has ea.rried Greyfrie.:r'S for 
a eoup-le of -decades. I think that the Gold.ha.wk series ,might ~till .he 
~ing on, if an attE!lllpt had not been ma.d.e to make njm do s.o. 

For , I f:reely ad.mi t - too much Gussy could become t adious . ~t 
he has never done so , in my opinion, is due to ·the superlative sk:.f.11 
of our wizard writer. 

It 1s my point of view. What's yours"? 

(~iy sincere apol ogies to ·'.Hamiltonians for short ration this month. I 
assure you it was .t.mavoidable. . However I'll make up for it nelft; month. 
But don •t forget the articles for later on. H. L.) 
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