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1st, 7 Volumes of the Marvel froc 
1907. Offers invited. 

50 copies of scrops, Boy' s Chnmpior 
Old nr.d YO\lll8• 
Mint condition . 25/ -

150 !low Yorkers Mint u.s.1 .. 
conditi on. Consecuti ve copies 
1943/49/50. 75/ - tho lot, 

100 J.:.-..gnct s 1932 - 40 
S01!l<l du,,licoti on. ,:£, 

U.3 .A. Wcet em a.'ld Detective 
ilvg:ezincs. 1930 - 39 

1a/ - per 12 

20 copi es of the Magnets between 
500 - 1200 70/ - . 

Strnni 1-icgazines Mint con.di ti on . 
10/ - each. 

t-lystcr.ts of Harlboro"81> House. 
10/ - (11 snip) 

!1yntorys of London . Vol=es 
1, 2, 3. 10/- each . - ------ -
48 copi es 1926 - 1936 Pil ot, 
Ski,Pper , COlllUpion, Rover. 
25/- too l ot . 

Cf.SH l/ITH ORDER 

Bound Volurae of The Union Jnck 
April 14th, 1906 until Oct ober 
6th , 1906. No co vars but t exts 
perfect . 131 - 156. 1st copy 
is treble nur,ber nnd hrul 56 pages 

.;:5-5-0 

50 U.S.ih Science Ficti on 
l·bge.zinos from 1929 - 39 
4/- eoch or t'l-10-0 tl>:! l ot . --- -·- --· - - - - ----- -
24 Vcrious Aldin e Publicati ons 

50/ - th e lot. 

Complete so t Aldin e Inventions , 
Travel , Adventure bound in Red 
cloth, gold l ettering. 
Of fers invited for tilese . --·------ --- --- -c .D. Monthlies 1 - 40 ir.cluding 
3A .£4-0-0 

Ov<:,r 400 Detective \-feeklios 1933 
onwnrds. E.5 per 100. 
15/- per dozen . 

Victori. ,".m Bl ood. J~ Shore or 
~ ci.th's wife. 362 pog:,s 

(m oth er snip) 10/-

Nel son Lee, Xmas tiun:ber. Tho 
Phn.'ltcc of Tregollis Castle . 

20/ -

J?OOTi,GE EXTRA 

3 Xl:ios Double !ltm:bcrs, Boys I 

Fri ond, Green •un. ,Ul 
] 11.oJ.?ilt onfa offers pl ease . 
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DIGEST -
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C HAIR 

':'HA·r b'TER!lAL ffiOBLD! . In the corr espondence col=, you will find 

lett e"'8 on that vexed que st ion - pric es . They come froc Fronk Ley , 

cliaimnn of the London Club and Frank Unvin, stalwart me:iber of tho 

Merseyside one . Both Franke have been very frank in expressing t heir 

views and , as I, ns edito r, w:, involved I ' ll add a f.,., words t oo. 

t'ir ot, I m in cordial agreement with Frank Unwin t hat it would 

be a thousand pities if our hobby deteriorat ed into a 'busine ss •, 

But hones tly, I don• t t hin k there is any daJl&er of t his . Ther o may be 

so"" who join us who are "on the make" but they are very much in the 

millori ty . On tm contrary, there are numerous acts of cocradoship 

which r ooai n unherald ~>d except to a f.,., directly concerned . l!er o nro 
oxwples . On th e very s8DO day as I got th e l e tters froc t.>ie -two 

Franks , I r eceived two othors, one from Len Pack!:lan expressing his 

and Jos i e ' s great appreciation of an offe r at very reas onabl e prices 

of a lar go numoor of early S.B. Ls. f ra:i Frank Machin of Preston . Tho 

othe r cane free llargaret Cooke of l'lllllchestcr in which she said she 

was se in ing off a parc el of S.B .Ls which we hnd previ ouely agreed 

should be shcrod out as a gi ft between the four Clubs . A g,marous 

ges tur e , Those are just two instances I know of out of many. 

liow 9'ffi of t his burning question concerns tho Hamil ton pupors , 

especial ly th e lill6Jlot . Thore ore fe,; coopl aints whero tro other 

papers aro concerned . Why is this? Is it that lla:!liltonians are oore 
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busin ess minded than the ot hers? Of course not . Frank Ley put s hi s 
finger r i ght on th e spot in hi s reference t o supply and de,:iand. 

When the London Club was formed years ago th ey straight awey 
got down to tackling the question of J]r'ices . Their efforts were by 
no means unre"'arded, but s ince then our numbers have at .°&.o.>.at treb l ed. 
The suppl y of tho more popular papers however , has not ir.creased in 
propo rti on. Thus that inevitable law is ever present . To oonse rv o 
what .e had, should we have tried t o keep the ncwooc.ers out? No 
indeed ! Wey; a bi g propor ti on of thos e who have j oined us since that 
eve1t ful day are the salt of t he earth in this littl e world of ours . 
Ot.oers, th ough mor e in the background , we sho uld not like t o be with­
out . 

Any1,ay, l et ' s hope the ven tila tion of this di fficul t ques t ion 
will do good . 

* * * * * 
O\JR V!SI'OORS. Foll owing Leslie Ro"1ey 1s visit to York ( so rry his 
surname 11as o:ade unrecognisab l e in that last minute not ic e l es t month) 
al ert Jack Wood got sot1e intere sting pars. int o too "Yorkshire Gazette 
and Herald," Here arc aooe of t hm , Thanks J ack for soc:e good 
publicity , 

1fnen Mr. Her bert LecJ,-.enby and a few like-mind ed 
enthusiasts formed the Old Boys• Book Club sore ten 
years af§J t o foster the ir CJUtual interest in t oo 
books and nagazines of t heir yout h , t hey little 
realised that in l ess than a deca de the ir interest 
would have won Club mer.ibors in all part s of the 
worl d. 
In rec ent nonths , Mr. Leckenby , a r etired Arey 
telephone exchange supervis or, has had the added 
thril l of ooeting many of tho se with whoo he has 
only pr evious ly corr es pended . From all perts of the 
world they have oone t o seo hit! at his home in York, 
~ whil e in ttris country th ey have als o tak en the · 
opportunity of cceting fell ow Club .=bors in London, 
Leeds, Liverpoo l and Binni:ngha!l, where the four Club 
Branches have their l:leeting pl aces . 
Several ombc.-s f rcc Aust ralia haw been aoo ng th e 
visitors, nnd one of the l!lllrO recent vi si tors i s Bil l 
Hubbard, an expert agr i cultur is t fro m Kenya. Anot her 
Government offic ial to COC!C to this oountcy was Brian 
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Holt , who is in the consular dep.,rtmen t and brought 
a party of visitors with hi"1 from Ic eland, 
Latest overs eas visito r to come to thi s count ry on 
a well - earned l eave is Leslie Rowley, who has compl eted 
his tem in the &!bassy at Tokio and is expecting a 
posting to the i'dddle East on th e completio n of his 
le ave. He was in York this week aft er visi t ing t he 
London section of th e Old Boys' Book Club , and he is 
goir.g on to meet onthu:.liasts in ot her parts of the 
country. 
As one riliBht expect from a man who bears a strong 
personal resembl ance to Johnny Bull, one of t he Famous 
Fivo of Greyfri ars, as pictured by artists Leonard 
Sldelds and C. H. Chapman, Leslie i s a keen Har.ri.ltonian 
and has a profound iiit orest in th: worka of Charles 
l!B!r.ilton - Frank Richards . 
l!e~1; over seas visitor t o meet the Old Boys ' Book Club 
and individual coll ectors of t he lle@let , the Get1, the 
llel scn Lee, the Boys ' Friend and otlrr libraries of tho 
pes t, will be Bernard Thorn e, who ha il s f rom Toronto , 
the foz:r;:.er Canadian 11York . 11 

* * * • 
BOYS WT'.l. BE BOYS. Ben Whiter t ells me that the provisional date 
fo r publicati on is November 4th. Look out for it. 

* * * * 
OUR A!1llUAL. Progress is excellent . AJ.z,,ady our publishers hsve 
corJpl etcd Breeze Bentley I s "Lord Mauleverer"; Jack \food's "Browsing 
i.'1 Hru:dlton Byeways" and E. C. Mason's "Pippiniana " which deals with 
Roland Quiz ' s delightf ul charact ers recembered with affecti on by tho 
children of late Vict orian dnys . Then there's in hand Gerry Alli son •, 
"Fronk Richard ' s Schooldays ", Geoff Hockley's "~l,pcvell Scott's Second 
String" and Don Webster 1s "The Holiday A,muals." Eric Fayne is busy 
on "Turn Back the Clock " and Roger Jenkins likewise on more Magnet 
history . There's r.iore I ' ll tell you about next month. 

Orders continue t o come in well, but so far there •s a l ack of 
e.dvorts . I hope you will remedy t hat for t he pea ce of t:>ind of 

Yours sincerely , 

l!EJ\BEllT LECmlBY 
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13foz h, i an (JZ 
Conductc,!' by JOOEPIIINE PACKMAN 

27 Archdale Rond 1 East Dulwich1 London, S. E.22 

Owing to the length of l!ol ter Webb' s first article in t his new 
series of his, No. 8 of Eri c Copeman' s "Tease rs" has had to be held 
over until next cionth . 

In October "Blaki.ana" there will also be an article containing 
much new infomation concerning MARK OSBOR!lE. As.you might guess , 
this i s thanks t o •our roving reporter" Bill Lofts , "ho has been doing 
his stuff agnin . . 

The second of the "On Tour with Sczton Blake " articles " i ll be 
published in llovcmber, · 

Thanks to a kind fr iend , who so." rrry advert for S.B.L' s and 
offered me 150 (1st series) "hich I snapped up at once, I now have 
""'-"IY stories I have been seeking for years . Somo, in fact , such as 
"The Ivory Scre en" , by Teed, I had given up all hopes of ~ scci!l8 , 
so you can ir:agine h°" happ-; I am! This parti cul ar story , inciden t.. 
al l y I f eatures tl'e r eturn of llu::cton Rymer, I havo of course , already 
thanked rrry good fri end, but I again express r;;;f appreciation t hroudl 
this medium. 

JOSIE PAOOiAN 

* * * 
ON TOUR WIT'd SEX'roN BLAKE 

By Walter Webb. 

FORE',iORD 

To one thing at l east can tl'e connoisseurs and collect ors of 
Sexto n Blake sto ri es lay undi sputed cla.itl , They cen point to the fact 
font through th e agency of his authors aro th e enterprise of his 
editors , no character was m dv to tra vel nore widely within the con­
f bes of his ow country nor more ertensive l y abroad than tmir wor ld ­
femous favourite characte r , Sexton Bloke , of Baker Stre et, London. 

Tho alD of this and succeeding articles i s t o try aro recapture 
a little of the old gl='<lur - to reli vo soL1e of those excitL'lg moments 
when Blake , toget her with Tinker aro Pedro , crossed swords with those 
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col ourful personali ties of th e past - Rymer, Pl.U111D0r, Wu Ling, Fe~ 
1-!srie Galante , and others, re sul ting in many a thrilling chase i.'I 1I1an.y' 
a distant part of the world. 

* * it * 
\le comnence our tour with Blake in a cas e which took him adoist 

some of t he most popular beauty spots in Southe rn England , when on 
the t r ail of a missing groce r, he came up against an old en<llJ\Y, Dr. 
Ferraro , the criminal - sur geon . 

!lo. 1. THE 1..-raTmY OF THE FOUR BUFFA!D BILLS 
{Author - Coutts Brisbane) 

As far as Sexton Blake was concerned thia case commenced in a 
smal l vill a.!" called Dinsl ey, s ixteen miles outsi de London, when , 
hnving mot ored down fro m Susse x in the Grey Panth er afte r completing 
a minor case dealing with some miss in g documoots, he stopped at a 
snail stores for some tobacco. It was to immediately find hiJI,.se lf 
invo l ved in a littl e drama. From the frail, tearful , middle-aged 
woman in charge of t he establishrent, one Emily Hibbs , he l earned 
that the owner of the busin ess , Jo hn Raby, had dis appeared in 
11\YSterious circumstances. lfot a cas e which Blak e would ordinarily 
ha-,e take n up , but the grief of th a little woman who se emed genuinel y 
very fond of the miss ing man, to whom she was betrothed , found a 
responsive chord in Blake's t ender heart, and prompted him to take 
up investigations on her behalf. A l ett er found in a pocket of a 
coat bel onging t o the groce r gavo Blake hi s first clu e , whil s t a 
eecond, purporting to Jiave been writt en by Raby t o hi s proru.sed wife­
to- be and posttiarked from Hor sham, was, to his trained mind, so 
palpable a fo rgery as to warrllilt a trip into Horsham with out de l ay . 

Arr ive d in Horsham, Blake stop ped a t the old hostel ry !mown 
"'' t he Bloko Stag , and made a f ew disc reet enquiri es of tho waiter 
who served Tinker and himself with breakfast . Aft er prod ucing a 
photogra ph of Reby, tho waite r was abl e to id entif y th e grocer ns be­
ing one of a party of three men to whom he had serv ed coffee some 
hours previous l y. 

Leaving Blake and Tinker in the Grey Panther, undecided whe ther 
to go on t o Pulborough or tak e too tum towards Wort hing , it will be 
as won, for the sake of claricy, to state exac tl y t he ploc a of 
origin where events first begnn t o shape t hecsel ves. They began on 
th e other side of the Atlanti c whoo five cro oks conspired to blow 
open the safe of a weal thy IDBll named Vanderdongen and ste al th e 
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contents - ooe million dollars • worth of jewellery. The safe-blowing 
was entrusted to one of tho ~. a man named Grant, who, haring 
accomplished this by no oeens easy f ea t, then doubl ecrossed his 
confederates end achieved th, even l!lOI'e hazardous feat of smugglini; 
the gcods out of the country into ~and, end biJ:lself as well . Grant 
was a cousin of Raby 's , and bore an astonishing lik eness to him. To 
escnpe the vengeance of his confed erates who had pursued him to 
England, Grant plo..'l!led to ki ll :'- '-v and take over his idonti ty , but 
falling in with the master-cri m:iu.l, llr . Antonio Ferraro, he was 
persuroed by that astu te crook t o drop his plan end , in return for a 
she.re of the spoils , Ferraro guaranteed him iomuni ty from the ven­
geance of his fomor confederates . The four Ameril)aII crooks cruisL,ig 
along Sussex country lanes came upon Ferraro and a confede r ate in a 
black saloon, and seeing Raby , whom they mistook for Grant, in the ir 
company, natural l y called upon tho r.,as tor - crook to hand over his 
charge . In a md chase throufltl too countryside revolver shots wore 
oxchcnll0<l· and the touring car wrecked . With Blak e and Tinker now on 
the trail, it devel oped from th at point into a three-cornered race 
for supremacy , 

Having tried t he Worthing road t o no avoil , Bl ake turned beck to 
too Pul borolJ8!, r.oad . Fr om an A.A. mn he loomed that two Royst on 
cars had p,ssed that way the previous night I tho firs t a black saloon, 
the second a tourer, the driver of which wes obviously amdous to 
contac t that of too saloon. Entering Pulboro1J8!>, t he entrance to 
whic.'1 on that particular side is down a hill vi th a ri ghtrangled tum 
at the bott on, Blake came upon th e t ourer lying in a fie ld . Near by , 
Tinker discovered the body of a n.an, killed by two bullet wounds. It 
occurred to fileke that the poli cy of the occupants of the bl ack saloon 
would be to ditch their car at the earliest opportunity and since 
there wn.s nowhere a l ong the shal l ow Arun thereabouts where tooy could 
safely run t he car in t o the river and r es t assured it liOt:.ld not be 
discovered , he deduced that a chalk pi t situated about three miles 
outside Arundel, beside the old Midhurst !{cad might be the crooks I 

objective. Sure enough, in the midst of a tangled mass of blackberry 
bushes sixty feet below t:as tm black sa lo on, From his inv ostigati0Il3 
of th e wrecked car filake deduced that Raby had been a prisoner inside , 
and an examinati on of a couple of guide books dealing with Dovonshiro 
em Cornwall leant him to the thoory that a visit to one or both of 
those two places might pay dividends . First , however , enquiries a t 
tlJe County Arma in Arundel where , from a description of a men who 1!18dc 
a tclephone call thore the previous night , B1aJm recognised ths 
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presence into tho ai'fair of his old enemy, Dr. Ferraro . 

Elxamining the guide book dealing with Devonshire, Blake dis­
covered that the section dealing with Torquay hnd been removed, so 
a visit to that seaside resort being indicated with possible :f'rui tf'ul 
results, he and Tir.ker motored in that direction . Following on be­
hind then CSllle a sarsaparill a van, containing four men all attired in 
a wild west out'i t and made to look liks the late, lamente d Bill Cody, 
otherwise Buffalo Bill . They were the crooks whoo Grant double-­
crossed on Long Island , sti ll on vengeance bent. 

Two deys in Torquay having failed to unearth any information 
regarding Ferraro, Blake and Tinker travelled to Paignton. There 
again, were tm four Buffalo Bills, attempting to sell what they 
advertised as being their "world-famous sarsapari lla, made from herbs 
and roots giithered by the Indians of the Mojave Desert, and the old 
ori gintl sarsaparilla root itself which , together, was guaranteed to 
curo almost anything . " Information fro,n the proprietor of a shootin~ 
gallery sent Blake and Tinker towards Kingswear in a bid to l ocate 
Ferraro . The Buffalo Bills stn>el< the same trail. Etxiuiri.es at 
Kingswear revealed the fact that Ferraro and his party had taken the 
road to Totness in two cars - llorris two-seaters. At the farry to 
Di ttisham t!D old ferry-man recognised Raby as one of a party from a 
phot ograph Blake produced, and them from an A.A. man a t a cross-roads 
they loSined t hat a Norris two-seater had taken the road towards 
Plymouth . It being clear by that time that Ferraro's l8rlY had split 
up, Blake purchased a motor-cycle for his assistant , and l eft Tinkar 
to follow the other trail on reaching " Dartmouth. 

Blake continued his pursuit of the car containing Ferraro and 
Raby, and discovered that they had abMdoned the read to Pl ymouth 
having turned northwards after crossing tho Avoo towards South Brent . 
Beyond South Brent, on a lo nely and unfrequented read , Blake dis­
covered the tracks of Ferraro ' s car loading out ove r the moor. 
Disaster then overtook the detective, for his appearance was seen by 
Ferraro, and under threat of being shot down, Blake was conpellod to 
enter a house and t here tied up by one of the master-crook ' s con-
federetes , In that lonely habitation on th e ~ of the desolate 
waste of Dartmoor was tm inoffensive, middl&-aged grocer , Raby, help­
less under the influence of a brain deadening cL'"llg. Soon after 
FeITaro l eft , leaving his prisoners under too surveillMco of two 
confederates , the house was raided by the four Buffalo Bills , who, 
mistaking Raby for their old confe:derate, would have carried out 
their vow of V""89ance had not Blake 'intervened and explained bow 



Leaving Blake still a pris oner we follow Tinker on the trail of 
the second car. Aft er sever al false leads he s t ruck a road leading to 
Ivybridge where he di scovered definite -aaces of his quarry . .lt Ply ­
c.ptcn th e llorris bed turned north. .lt a crossroads near to Tavistock 
Tinker made enquiries of a R • .l.C . =, to be info m ed that a Norri s 
oar bed gone into Tavistock and tam r e turned a little later prcc eeding 
towards Liskard. Bnck to Ivybridge went Tinker , and continuing on 
towards South Brent made enquiries of a policeman of Blake in the Grey 
Panther. Ili.vining that his master 1s objective vas a place named 
Yall and on the edge of the moor, Tinker arrived after a bi t of 
carburett er trouble to r escue his guv'nor from his predicament. From 
the incoherent rambl llJ8B of one of Ferraro ' s minions, mortal l y wounded 
in t he clash with the Buffalo Bille , Blake l earned that t he citninal. ­
surgoon vas on hi s way to Ilelston , that very old Comish ,own whos e 
inhabitBnts indulge in a f es tivo.l wery year , cal l ed the "Furry" or 
"Floral" dance . Tomorrow would be t he dey thi s cnmival took plac e , 
a.'ld the streets woul d be t hroJl8'l(l with people arrayed in fnncy 
costumes. Lenving Raby in charge of a doctor in Pl,ymoutb, Blak e and 
Tinker t ook the t%ai1 l eading out of Devonshire into Cornwall , perl<ed 
the Grey Pnntber in Portbleven , and mingled with the gay throng in the 
Furry !nnce. In that mardi gras setting was the final act in the . 
dron6 s taBed. W1 th both parti es of crooks , pursued am pursu er s , 
ef fectively camouflaged in the colouriu.l. costumes of the pngeant , ljnd 
Blake and Tinker in pu.rsui t of both, also l ikewise a ttired, the climax 
was confused , but exciting . · 

Ferraro and his asso cia t es and Grant, afte r l oading s fann cart 
wit h a lerge bag containing the l oot of t he Vanderdon;;en sa fe-bl owing , 
a tt empted t o reach Porthleven , in the lmt= of which a cotor -l aunch 
was awai ting them. But al th oll@h Ferraro nade his getaway safe l y , 
Grar.t fell t o the bullets of his venge ful associates and died fo r his 
oril:le and the treachery which follo wed as a r esul t of i t. With Blake 
recovering tm l oot, so ended his thrilling tour of the Southern 
counti es and his frust r ation of the designs of the Four Buffal o Bill s. 

The story on which this artic l e was basod was publ ished , Thursdey, 
25th April , 1929, with E. R. Parker con trib uting t he cover and inside 
illustrations . (Union Jack No. 1332). 

* .. * * 
'ihat vas Blake 's greates t case? 'l'he opinions on the debatab l e 

ques t ion must be conflicting and vari ed, and certainly interesting. 
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Without doubt, however , one of the bi ggest triumphs of the detective's 
career was the occa3io n, many years ago , when he smashed a plot hatched 
by a confederation of some of his most not or ious and implacable enemies 
to cripplo .Britain 1 s power in the l·liddle East , and Suez in particular . 
Thi.3 will form the nucl eus of an article - the second in the series 
"On Tour with Sexton Blake, " 

• * * * * 
ANSml TO TEASER No. 7 (AUGUST, 1957 C. D.) 

The story quoted from last c,onth 1s article was written by PAUL 
URQUHA.'lT and i t s title was THE BORO' COUNCIL RAMP (S.E.L. No 593 
issued in October, 1937) . Stories by the same autho r appeared under 
the "by-lin e" of LADBROKE BLACK, 

This writer contr ib uted the Peter Bric, series to the U.J ., a 
ser ies of eight which appeared in 1927 end 1928 and all of ,rhich ,rare 
illustrated by ol d- tine artist H, M. Lewis. According to Herbert 
Leckenby' s article , THEY ... ROTE OF SEXTON BLAKE, in the C.D. Annual 
1950, 18 S.B.Ls. were published ss by Urquhart end four by Black. In 
C .D. 97 under headL'lg of "SEXTON BLAKE 1954", Derek Ford rccom.ends 
THE BOR01 COUNCIL RAMP, and in C.D. 99 in "EPICS OF ESCAPE", Victor 
Colby descr ibes the coffin scene in his own words. 

· 1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
a. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

* • * * * 
MY TWELVE FAVOURITE U.J . BLAKE STOR!rn 

as s elect ed b Josie Packman 

The Death Club !No 
J,.t the Ml of the Moon .::·. !lo: 
The Pearls of Benjamasin . . .... No. 
TJ,e Painted Window... . .(No. 
The Tubu of Confucius . .(No. 

The Adventure of th e Giant Bean No• 
The Slavo of the Thieves l'iarket !lio 

The Adventure of t he Yell ow Beetle ....... '.. No: 

~,!mt~• t~! ~~i~ons ·j:~: 
The House of the Wooden Lllntorna .. .. ......... (!lo. 
The Mystery of Mrs . Bardell 'a Chriswas Pudding ... ...... _ .. (No. 

* * * * * 

550) 
710 

1014 
1015 
1023 
1026 
1031 
1224 
1225 
1226 
1227 
1157 



HAMILTONIANA 
compiled by llrnllmT LECKENBY 

At th e North ern Club 's August meetiP.g, Stanley Smith, from the 
chair , referred to the 50th Anniversary noxt February , of the Magnet ' s 
birt h ! Ile emphasied t he necessity to get planning fort hwith plans 
t o cele br ate such an importan t event , not onl y in our circle but in a 
n:uch ,'ider fi eld . 

Jack Wood revealed t hat he had alr eady been busy in York . AB a 
re sult there ' s th o possibility of an exhibiti on a t tho Public Library 
on the lin es of t ha t memorabl e one of some year., ago, but on th is 
occasi on with t he MB8net gi ven pride of plac e . He had also been in 
to uch with concerns with plenty of wi..'ldOW SJ:ECe, 

Woll , how about !!amiltonians al l over tha coimtry androro ad 
gett ing down to it in si.mikr fashion . There • s a bookshop in Sydney 
I have oft an heard about that might willing l y help in co- oper ati on 
iii th our many members in that city and i t s vi ci ni ty . 

Then maybe, Mess rs Casse ll ' a might cons i der publishing a new -
Bunt er Book to coincide with the event , and persuade book- se ll er s t o 
l?'.ake spe cial disp l ay:, al ong with copie s of t he Magnets of diff erent 
periods l o,,nod by 0ur members. Also photos of Fr llllk Richerds and 
C. H. Ch!:pr.ian and speci ol sketches by tho latter . 

Furt her, national and l occl newspapers could be approached 
with the idea of publishing art icl es on the =:rkab l e r ecord of t ho 
paper, and so on and so on. It is an :inportont occ.:ision you know, 
and t here ' s nothing like t aking t ine by tho foreloc k. 

So get your Iii ts and your pens to work chUDS, and keep in m nd 
our bucper nunber . We shall >1ant plenty of nr t icles far tin t . 

* ** * * * 
Here 's a le tt er fr Cr:> Prank Richards in which he agre es with 

J eck Wood about t ho thinnoss of the nc1< Billy Bunter ' s Own. 

J,'RANK RICHARre REGREl'S 

August 9th, 1957. 

Deor ·Herbert Leckenby, 
Many thanks for th e C.D. - and rui aeey t o Jack Wood f or his kind 
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r evi""9 of Billy Bunter ' s Own. A spot of kindn ess was needed . Jack 
refers t o t he "unf ortwiate thinness" of the volume, which is putting 
it with !JUCh aildness . I shoul d have said "emnciated ". The qm.li ty -
I hope at l east - is Wlll!lpaired; but the quantity - or lack of it -
is as deep a dis appointment to o, as it can be t o any reader . Iteo 
afte r item was excluded fo r "l ack of space" , till I began t o wonder 
what - if anything - would be l ef t. However, Chris tuns is tho tim:l 
for gllosts , so I stall hope that son:e re aders at l eas t, may wel cono 
this gllos t of an a.'lllu.tl . · 

DR. BffiCHEMALL. 

With kindest r egards , 
Very sincerely, 

FRANK RIC!IARl:6. 

* * * * 
CO!."l'RO'lrnSIAL re!!OES. NO. 3 

Bill Lofts writes :- "AB a boy , I enjoyed the Birchccall stories . But, 
reedir.g them today , I find then crwe ,md childish . The difference 
of course , i s that the tales of Greyfriars were suitab l e for all ages , 
end that is wl\)· we cen still road thCI!I todsy . The St . Sam's tcles 
were nennt to be read by boys , and t hat is why I find then boyish 
todny." 

Don \lol>ster writes :- "For youngsters hilarious stuff , but for tho 
11old boys11 not so f u...rmy. I read a feiii, but whilst agreeing so1.10 of 
the expressions and spelling were fwmy, tmy had a 11saneneas 11• I do 
think they were not beneficial to the ~.egnet, especial ly as t hey 
appeared in tre ccmtre i:eges. Furthernore, once a oonth trould Mve 
been suffic i ent. 11 

Bill Hubbard writes :- "I agree entirely with ycu. The Dr. Birch c1iall 
sto ri es played a part in the Magnet and al though there were ticcs 11hen 
th ey wer e undoubt edly bolo,, s tandard , they must have had an appeal to 
some Hagnet readers , poss ibly t.'10 younger ones, otherwise they would 
not have Cl!l'Tied on far so long. 11 

* * • * 
CONTROVERSIAL EX:i!OES. !lo. 4 

Do we owe anything to the Substi tu te 'iri t ers? 

This controversial topic seeias to have arcused the greatost 
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interes t of any since t his se ri es cOl!Eenced. Here aro the vi ews of 
soce of the expert s in the hobby:-

HERmlT L:X;KJ;NBY (our editor) writes: - "In my t ime I have been as 
severel y cri t ical of the •1substitute 11 or "stand-in" writ ers as any­
one, but soo, times I have wonder ed if we have hardly been f ai r to 
them, 

Afte r all , should th e s tar of soroo success f ul play f ail to put 
in e.n appearance one night , and an unders tudy i s celled upon to ta.lee 
over the part, it would be unspor toi,.anli.ke t o "give her tie bil'd " if 
she has not got int o the skin of pert in th e lilanner of th e s tar. So 
>Ii th tie subs in t ie Magnet and too Gee. For var ious reasons a t times 
t ie st ar failed t o deli ver his lin es , but , in th e tra di ti on of the 
stngo , 11the show r.rust go on." 

Some cf too subs , as we. kn ow woll , had been qui te successful in 
other pert s , but you can ' t pit ch-fork suddenly a s tar of forc e or 
cc lo d=.u in to a li ght cocedy role. 

Further , we must r emember that the stories were written for 
boys , too gr ea t majority of wom woro not &, di sce rning as we who 
crit i cise vith our boyhoods long behind us , I s pot t ed Pent cl ow1s 
work, but I was well pas~ my t eens when I did so . 4 

NO! Let 1s be. fair t o the subs , f or with out th em too sequence 
.::ight have been broken, and if that had been so we cigh t never have 
had the opportunity of r eading a Bunter Bock or of watching him on 
televis i on , Aa you so r i ghtl y say, if th ere had been no subs , we 
shouldn ' t have been able to argue about tre e in thi s day and age, 
which would have been a pity ." 

ROGER JElllCTNS write s :- "I agre~ with pra ctically everything you sey 
about tile substi tut e wri tors . They di d keep the r\agnet and Gou al iv e 
when Cht:.rl es ilamilto n was to o busy t o write for t hese popers himself • 
.But I think i t is r athe r the edit or t han t oo subs t i t ute writors who 
really deserv e t ie credit. Aft er all , th ese wri t ers performe d fo r 
purely mercenary reasons; they wero writ ing about schools cre a tod by 
someone el s e and were fo rced to imitate (almost a lways unsuccess ful ly ) 
the s tyl e of the original. auth or . 

Even if they were gif t ed writers thC!J3elvcs t hey could hardly 
have been expected to wri ta wit h t he l oving care of the cre a to r of the 
schools in ques ti on, They wer o jua t sto J>-gaps , prob ably glad to •= a li tt l o ext ra money, but certai nly not writing fo r the shee r 
crea tive enjoyment of an originator . 

Under suc h adverse circumstances it i s little to be wonder ed 
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at that the vast majority of th e substitute writers were so painfull,y­
in ept . It is always a source of surprise to me that some collectors 
do in fact like some of tlla substitut e stori es . With the possib le 
exception of the Gem story "Misunderstood" , I could cllaerf'ully see 
the whol e l ot consigned to obl ivion. And I am not unmindful of 
t hose writ ten by a certain Magnet editor , whose culminating folly was 
to remove two finely drawn Sixth Form characters from Greyfriars -
Courtney and Valence. 

ROI! CROLLIE write s :- "In ey opinio n we owe a very great deal to · tlla 
substitute writers. It is about certain that the Editor of t he 
Compmion Papers would have asked 1-ir. Hamilton in 1915 to write for 
the Boys • Fri end in any case , and if t he substitute wri. t ers had not 
kept the St , Jim •s and Greyfriars series running then, I should 
imagine that the Gem and M8€)1et would have ceased publication in 1916 
or at the latest 1917. 

And let us be honest. I t is only no,, that we have reached the 
al!}> of discrioina ti on that we reje ct th e efforts of t he substitute 
i:ri t ers . l/hen we were lads, we revelled in any story about St. Jim's 
or Greyfriars, no matter who wrot o it . And vho shall say we were 
wrong'? If it comes to that, I can still enjo y re-reading "Holiday 
Camp", "The Cross Cotmtry Cup", "Harry Wharton's Rivals", or "A Vezy 
Cal.lent Gentleman", - , fine yarns by that most maligned of substitute 
Itri tars , J. N • Pentel"" . 

With out Grcyfriars and St . Jim's , th e circulatio n of the llai;not 
a.rid Gem would have practically disappeared in no t ime, and t.>iey would 
be remcmber o<I n"" , it ct all , as two papers that foll by the wayside 
after a promising run of ten years or so, due to a change in their · 
presentation. 

I propose a hearty vote of tl>.anks to tl>.e gallant baIJd of sub­
sti tutes that kept our school boy heroes going until tho Master was 
free t6 take over again11• 

0011 1/EllSTm writes :- "I carmot see any redeemi.rig feature in favour 
of the substitute ~Titers . When I read in a Magnet (abou t llo. 930) 
that Fishe r T. Fiah wished t o buy an evening paper to see the foot­
ball scores , and Skinner doing likewise in another issue , I feel that 
tlla autho r has ' slipped' and bas little knowl edge of his characters. 
Furthenriore, I ' ll never forgive the su b-writ er who killed off Arthur 
Courtn ey. CO!ll!!!ent would be superfluous ! 11 

IBIC FAYNE SUHS UP: The writers of these l etters !how an int eresting 
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divergence of opinions . Each seelJlS to agree with about 7<J{, of what I 
s aid in my original article, e.ro I find that I agree with about 7% 
of what each one of tham says . 

Mr. Crollie sugges t s tha t as boys we revelled in BIIY story about 
our fav ourit e characters , no matter ~no wrote than. That i s not 
completely accurate - at least, so fer as I was concerned. To be · 
honest , as a very snall boy I much enj oyed "A Mi ssion of Mystery", only 
to be disappointed, years later," when I re-r ead it and found it to be 
a sub-story . It had a good plot, but was inexpertly 'il"itten. . 

!rut before I reached my teens, 1 knew a genuine sto ry from a 
substitute effo rt. I also knew that the only good stories of St. 
Jim ' s, Groyfri.ars and Rookwood came from tha same pen. At about 
twelve years of age , I wrote to the F.di to r to ask , "Am I ri ght in 
thinking that tm chief writer in tha Gem and the Magnet is Charles 
.Hamilton, who wrote of St . Jim 's in Pluck?" The Editor replies , "Your 
assumption is quite correct. 11 

~:r. Jenkins end Mr. Webster refer to the killing off of Courtney 
in "A Very Gallant Gentleman" as a major blunder of a sub-writer, 
while Mr. Crollie speal-.s of it as a fine yarn which he enjoys . 
Personally , I dislike it intensely , as I dislike all the substitute ! 
sto ries , but I must admit that I have nev er been unduly perturbed at 
the polishing off of Courtney ad Valence . It has always struck me 
as impudent of Pent elow to kill off Courtney to provide a Roman holiday 
in tre fom of a bit of sensationalism , but nothing more. 

I believe I am right in saying that many yeas had gone by since 
either Courtney or Valence had been to the f ore in a sto ry; and , so 
fer as I know, there was no sign that ei t her of them was ever to sta r 
again . lolr. llrunilton himself abandoned such sterling char acters as 
Monteith and Lumley- Lumley , and , that being so , nothing would really 
have been l ost if Pentelow had killed them both off in a sto ry in the 
somo way that he dealt with Courtney . 

I consider that th e worst of the substitute writers was the one 
i;ho wrote in tre Gem between 1928 and 1931 , not because he wrote badly 
but because he abandoned tr aditions . Pent el ow•a Roman holiday in 1917 
was an !isolated case, but between 1928 and 1931 , tre old ideas were 
being jettisoned wholesale . 

Mercenary reas ons - well, I suppose th at professi onal wri t ers , 
good or bad, have some sort of similar reasons, though, as Roger says , 
tha creato r wrote with real l ove of his own characters - a love which 
the subs oould not be expected to have . 

The c rux of tre matter , probably, is tha t Charles Hamilton was 
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and is an exceptiOillllly gifted vri ter; ac tually far superi or to tho 
class of work he was handling . It was for th ese reas ons that lrundrcd.,i 
of boys continued t o tek o t he Gee and Magnet, long af t er th ey becema 
edul ts , and why th e danand among adults for hi s work is so remarkable 
today . The substitute writers were coopet ent enough for th e type of 
vork they were doing, but were entirel y incapabl e of r eaching the 
amazing standard of Charles Hamilton . 

LET'S BE CCIITROVERSIAL. NO, 6 

(In this se ri es , Eri c Fayne touchod on certsi n me.ttcrs of inte rest t o 
studen t s of th e Hamil t on Pa pcrs. Ho gives hi s own view superficially . 
Lf you wil l write to him, expre ssing your opinion s on th o topics he 
di s cusses , he will sum:i rill,'ae readers• views in fut= i ssues of tho 
C.D.) 

No. 6. WERE THERE TOO MAIIY CHARAC'J'FllS IN THE crn AND MAC2iE'l'? 

In 1f111 opinion - yes - particularly a t St , Jim •s . The las t uiaj or 
chnrcctcrs to be introduced were appare ntly Redwing, in 1917 , and 
Vildreke ir. 1921, but up till those dates lara,, numbers of characters 
had aITi vod since tm beginning ond had rznained on the seem. 

It has boon ar gued t ha t a pr ofusion of charac t ers provided 
vari e ty in tho stori es , but so far as I am concerned, it was a variety 
with which I would happily have di spensed, Much of t he charm of tho 
Rookwood se rie s lie s in its very limitation , i t s econOIIV in character:i , 
which kept the prin:e favouri t es in th e lu,eligllt . Free 1927 onwards, 
Fr"'1k Riche.rds quietly dr opped many of the minor cheract ers at Crey­
friers , vnrioty of charact ers givil'8 place t o a subtler characterisa­
tion of the l eading l igh ts . 

I oolie ve that one \Ibo •s \/ho of Creyfriars listed a R<r.ovc form 
of something approaching 50 m<:mbers - a far larger fo rm thn.'l one Hculd 
find e.t any public school - and heavily unbalanced whm Co)rnpered with 
oth or forms at Creyfriars , 

At. St , Jim •s, the profusion of Co' s anong th e j uni ors - The 
Terr ibl e Three , Blek e and Co. , Figgins & Co., Grundy and Co., Redfern 
end Co., Racke am Co. , Levi.son anl Co., - plus a gr ea t many singl e 
characters, all of whan s tarred free time t o time ,: t ended to diffuse 
t m ligh t over th e scene , and l esso ned the poss ibility of charactel'­
isati. on work. I found irritati on in the fact that , 'While tho l i.cie­
li8ht S",rung confus edly over so mooy comj8i'ative nevcom,ra, there was 
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neglect of boys 1those characters had been cleverly developed in ear li e r 
days . I 1tould shed no tears over the permanent departure of Grundy , 
Willdns, Gunn, Trimble, Wildrak e , Racke , Scrope , Clampe and quite a 
few others . 

It ' s jus t my point of view. What' s yours? 

* * * 
Do You Remember? By Roger 11. Jenkins 

No. 25 - Magnet Ilo. 242 - "The Greyfr iars I nsu ren ce Co." 

Al though Fish er T. Fish was an unprepossessing character he 
never failed to hold th e re aders ' interes t. Like many of Charl es 
&milto n ' s fre akish characters he changed wit h the passing of t ime. In 
the very ear ly dllys he was br ash end · boast ful, a typicsl Ameri can 
extrove rt , but he was not unpleasant , end was even in,,ited to spen d a 
holiday at Wharton Lo~ . At this period he was deemed a sufficien t 
attrac tio n to be featured in a Gm sto:ry . As the years went by he 
be=• more unscrupulous end devo ted to the pursui t of money, but his 
exploi t s st ill made int ere st ing re ading . At the beginning of the f irst 
liorld tlnr , however , when enimosi ty t owards t he Ameri cans re ached nn 
unprecedented hei8h t, he ~e downright unpleasan t, t oo ve :ry epi tome 
of e,,erything di shonoureble : even Skinner and Snoop des pi sed him. The 
at on es about him in th ose days s till le ave nn unpl ea sant tast e in the 
mouth. I t is no t surprising t hat dur ing t he •twenties he was scarcely 
featured r.t all , and finelly in the 't hirties he re verted to socothing 
lik e hi s imedinte pre -war se lf, ex cep t tha t he semed more re t icent . 
His moneylending wns confined t o f ags , and his avaric e t ook th e l ess 
conspicu ous f ore of reckoning up the cost of th e sp rea d en th e f ev 
occasions on which ba was invited out to t ea . 

"The Greyfriars Insuranc e Co. " was wri t ten in 1912 when Fishy was 
the bus tl ing Ameri CM hustle r, when t he red Magnet was nt it s ver y 
best , end when single stori es were the almost invariab l e rul e . Thi s 
was the period wh<n sto ri es about Fishy were most numerous , vnried and 
emu.sing. The prelud e to the l aunching of th e scheme wns o c,yste ri ous 
outbreak of ttlro ving st ones thr ough stuly vindows , and ri th thi s 
ausp i cious background Fishy offered to insure ogoins t breas:c.gcs for a 
pcney a week, and did quite a trade . 

Bunter wos especi a lly a ttract ed to the sickne ss insur ance schme , 
run on Ll oyd George ];ines. Wingate cured hie of his first pcinful 
illness by homoeopathi c treatient, i . e . by tho npplic oti on of a cane ! 
Bu:itor then tried it on Mr. Quelch , and (havin g read en ndve rti sen,ant 
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f or n patmt medicine) told his as tonisb>d fom- mste.r thnt he hl!d a 
general ti.red f eeling , a dizzino ss 1n the bead, and a weakness in tm 
joints of the limbs, Other symptons inclu:led o sligh t fl ut tering in 
too heart and n feeling of cramp and heavin ess oll over , The "IY3t <ll'­
i ous illness v,:s rounded of f with spots bcf oro t he eyes, n bod truit e 
in the mouth, end n peculiar dryne ss in the throat. Fi.shy , hovever , 
was not peying i lln ess benofit rithout s doctor ' s certifi cate , but 
vbot Bunter failed to got by dece i t he later obt ai ned by blackmail . 

Vcmon-Smi th hod refused t o join the ins uran ce schem, and was 
soon treated to anot her s t one through his stu:ly window to bring him to 
heel . But Fishy was, os usual , t oo clever, and his indignation !mow 
no bounds when someone else t ook a hand in t ho stone throwing cai:,poi gn 
ond smashed the vindovs of all tho Removi tes who had insured vi th him, 
ofte r which th e insuranc e canpany vent brulkrupt . 

"The Groyfirars Insurance Co." was not on outstandin8 story , but 
it vns typical of its ti.oe - co,r.petent, amusin8, and well t old . Tho 
pnrticular retribution which overtook Fisey vos probably core apt than 
on ony other occasion . As a social satire , t he characte r of Fisher T. 
Fish secris so.::ewre t dat ed nowadays, but as the mains pring of th e plot 
of a Greyfriars story ho s till provide s an hour• s good en t ertainment . 

• • • • 
Sin co vritill8 th e openir,g pars. about publicity for th o l~ ot 

Jubil ee , J ack Wood has told me tha t he bas hoard from Messrs . Casscll ' s 
t hllt t.oey oro ngreoob l c to bring forward a Bunter Book tho y hsd 
intend ed publishing in !'arch . 

* • • • 
~ · Frmlk Vernon Lay roports:-

ilil lY Bunter • s Own - Sold out notic es going up! 

The latest news fro m Hulton Pros s , who are distribUting Billy 
Bunter ' s Ovn for t he Guildf ord Press in tha t tho ontiro edition bas 
boon sold . And further they estil:>ato tl>!y could hsv e taken orders 
for anoth er t en thousond copies. Therefore , we advise all t hose who 
wont to posses this vol ume to pla ce an i=ed ia te ord er vith a retailer 
vho nlreedY hos copies on ord er . It vill be no use eslcing a book­
seller who has not alreecy hnd his order con!imed t o get one. Jlaey 
of the exi s ting ord ers had to be cut dc·.n. Arrongoo,ents t' or Annuels 
for mainly Xmas trad e arc of course , c,ade months in advance ru,:! it is 
DOV too lat e far a further editi on t o be rushed throlJ8h, Anyvay, it 



~~~~~~~~~~~~252-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

i s welcome news as it means that the retai l booksellers have great 
confidence in Billy Bunter ' s Own backed as it is by the Hulton Press 
and may l ead next year to n bi gger nnd better Annual . 

• • H 1111111111 IIU N.MH 111111: II .H 1111 Ill II! II H 111111 II II II IIII II Nll 1111 II N 11********* 11 II 111111II U 1111111 1111 II II 
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I£l'TER BOX 

T'dE C.D. Eh'TERS BROillCASTING HOUSE 

The British Broadcasting Corporation , 
Broadcasting House, London 11. 1. 

13th August, 1957. 

Her bert Leckenby, Esq . 

Dear Sir , 
Wo would be oos t grateful if we could r egis t er a subscription 

for three months t o one copy of: 
COi:.r..rroRS I DIGEST 

to comience with the August issue . 
If thio is possible , would you please send this issue together 

with an invoice for a period of three J.1onths t o: · 
Librarian, 
Rc,om i31 , 
Broadcasting :louse , 
London, 11.1. 

Ycurs fsi tbfully, 

F. Milnes, (Miss) 

Libr arian . 

• • it * • * 
HOBBY OR BIBilfg,s? 

by Frank Unwin 

AI:l I putting the matter to o strcr.gly when I sugges t that this 
wonderful hobby of ours is, in certain r espects , greduallY deteri ol'­
e ting into a business, with the cai n concern not th e enjoyment tho 
Old Papers can give, but how much he.rd cash they will realise? 

One or two of t oo recent advertisements in th e C.D. havo really 
appall ed me. When the O.B.B. C. was first founded I think I an correc t 
in stating that it s main objec t was t o provid e too maxiLnlI!I cnjOY"-'ent 
to all its cwbers without th ought of profit to anybody. I knw that 
Herbert Leckenby has scrupulously am f aithful ly carried out tliis 
ideal, not l eas t through too nediuc of too Collectors' Di gest , that 
grand litt l e monthly oogazine which gives mrobers just as cuch 
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pl easure as a very rare copy of tl>J Gera, Magnet or Nelson Lee, and 
s til l a t the vory rode r ot o price of 1/ 6d . Mor o ' s tho pity that cer ­
tain edvcrti scrs arc using it for other purposes than too ono mention ­
ed abovo. 

Let us keop it os o bobby! I om quit e suro that all the Sec t ions 
are genuinely endeavouring t o do th is . Here , in :the ~lerseyside 
Secti on, for instance, t oo wonderful spirit and friendliness has t o 
be exper i enced t o be believed , and shows our hobby at its very best. 
Tho Sect io n is justly proud of it s Library , but books which have been 
r ead by all moober s , and th en · considered "red undant " ar c offered t o 
them nt rcmarke.bl y l ow price s , and a t cons id erabl e l oss to financ es . 
This poli cy i3 in keeping with th e objec ts of th o Club , and will 
conti t).uc. 

Ar. I wrong in sugges ting t ha t al l Secti ons could be a li ttle 
more co-o;xir.,tivo ond helpful in re gard t o books fo r dispo sal? Could 
we , f or exmnplo, when somc11hot lar ge individual colle c t ions come up 
for s:uo , be just a li ttl e more willingly t o suppl y tho "srmll 
coll ecto r" ·,ith SMJ.l it ems, inste ad of being o little too r eady to 
se ll the n to tba purcheser who will "t alcc t~ l ot" in vrdcr t o evoid 
unnccess :,ry til:le and troubl e? After e.11, most mecbcrs crui only 
of ford to buy in small qWllltiti cs - t oo gonuino 1:1embers, in other 
words . 

:Sig busin ess has , unfo rtuna tely crept in t o all our sports . Let 
us , fo r goodnos::; sake , koop it out of cur beloved hobby. 

FRAiiK UNWIN. 

* * * * * 
7th August, 1957. 

Deer E<.J.itor, 
I cannot nllw Mr. Prime's l ett er t o go un-ans11ered except by 

your B')Odself . 
Pric es are govern ed by Ci'le thing only :- th e l aw of supply and 

demmd nnd, human nature being what it io , no words of any individual 
or Club .-ill alter it . But if boor.a are offered a t silly prices 
too n troy , i ll r emain unsold and we have h.'.!d pro of of this in recen t 
I:lonths . 

If a coll ector ctn i ll afford t o buy a c<>nploto ,oor th en II, 
shcul dn •t be dart roough to buy . No <X>ll ec t or should allOlf th e 
hobby t o become such a r:iania that he hos t o be s illy. Surely it is 
reasonab le t o buy compl ete runs and then di spose of th ose not wanted . 
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I often do. Furtherm ore, ary chi ef deli ght in th e hobby is meeting 
and correspondin g ri th othe rs of like int erests end this inv olves 
helping thm, whenever possible and I cannot speak t oo hi ghly of the 
help I have r eceived from ll8IlY colle cto rs in all parts of tm globe 
which help I have endeavoured to pass on t o e thers wherever possible , 

In the words of t he apos tl e "Ask and ye shall r ecei ve." 

Yours si ncerely, 

FRANK VERNON LAY. 
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S.B.L. REVIEWS 

SEPl'OOlER 1957 
Stand - in for Murder (No, 389) Desi,ond Reid 

Advance publicity has done mu::h to mitigate the fee ling of shcck 
occasioned by th o report of Tink er Is demise . As it says in the st ory , 
no one was more s urpri sed than Tinker h:imelf ! How the contre tcmp:: 
was brought about i s particularly well r elat ed by the aut hor. 
Incidentally , the char act er of Septimus r-:anul ty - "The Act or" - as ho 
is el ao known, is going to remind ol d-tiJ:lers very f orcibl y of one of 
t heir old es t ablished chara cte rs to wit, Leon Kestr el , the lil8Stor­
mua:ier. 

Nanulty had ru:ibit:ions. One cf them was to obtsin c onple t e 
contr ol of a succession of crganisati ons, including that of absin t ho 
peddl ing , I'IL 'l by a gang- boss naoed Trevor Cur l ow, a myst e r ious , 
shadow-, indiviwal. Only Manulty knew Carl ow's real id enti ty, ond 
t herein l ay the opportunity which inspir ed him t o overthrow Carlo w, 
ond take over full contro l. To tell how M.9.nulty was able to att empt 
his c oup would be unfni r to the autho r , and spo il a fine story . For 
the ooMoisscur •.•• in all tre 1516 i ssues of th:J S.B.L. since it 
was founded in 1915, this is the first time Sexton Elake has been l eft 
out of the stories . But Tinker ' s a fine deputy, and Paula Dane, 
attract iv e and r es olut e , stands f i.mly at hi s side . 

Rating ... Excell :mt 

* * * 



Find He 11 Killer! (!lo. 390) Arthur Macleo.n 

What 11 stcry ! If Oscru-' s were awarded to Bl ake auth ors in the 
way they ,ire handed out to fil.L1 stars, Arthur lsacl ean uould win one 
hands down with thi s eff ort. Without doubt, this is the best novel the 
author has cont ributed to dote. By the sere token, ho has sot n stand ­
ard so high his colle agues ere going t o find it a difficult job t o even 
nppronch it , rauch less i.I:iprove upon it : 

Accosted at the earl y hour of one o 'cl ock in th:! r.:orni.ng, Sexton 
BL:ll:e is taken , ot the poin t of c gun, to tho scene of a killing . The 
deed """ • once fnbuloua of weal th, onoruous of power, is Basil Zhernoff 
an, amanon t s manufacture r. Zhernoff could have been murdered, or he 
could have coa;iitted suicid e . Either way it was Blake who had tc find 
a killer - a liv e murder er, or a deed body with a signed confession . 

Blake agrees tc investigate . I t is murder , as Bl ekc soon found 
out . But who killed the nmar:ients King and why? In the dining room 
of the Cock Tavern in Fleet Str oot , Splash Kirby t olls Blake a story. 
It pl,,nts both Blak e ' s feot f:iroly on tho trai l of the curd or er. A 
grand novel I rea d end enjoyed wit h enthusiasm end, with tho snro 
sont iccn t, heartily rccam,;ond. WALT!'}! WEBB 

Re ting .. Excellen t 

~: flll@let s 400/600 . 1000/1250. Gms 1/ 900. 1250/1450 . 
Preferably bound. Advis e pric e by ni=il. 
Ci!AP.LES UAN ~ , BOX 50, UITEHHAGE, SOVl'H AFRICA. 

~: Bo Heral d (No's 1 - 32. Aug. - Dec. 1903) 
Boys Friend No' s 421 - 446 . July - Dec. 1909) 
Boys Leeder No's 79 - 101) March - Aug. 1905) 
Publishers ' binding , good condi ti on . Offers in first instance tc 
EDITOR, CCLLiX:TORS' DI GEST. 

~ : Robin Hood Librari es (J..P.) No' s 43 , 46, 49 , 50 , 52, 53 olso 
Prurie Libraries . 
F. 1-!AC!ffil, 38 ST. THOMhS ROAD, H\EST0:1, LANCS. 

\IJJiTED: !1c;!nats end Gems. \/ill excha.'lge or buy. HW1dreds of 
duplic ates . 
D. O'!IERLIHY, 17220 GIUSH!;!·I STRZFJ.r, IICRTHRIDGE, Cl.J,IFOR!llil, U.S .A. 

**** ** 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SEX:'1'1011 

The cruise of the ' \lat er Lily ' or the crui se of the 'Nautilus • 
which eve r you prefer, a choi ce at the informol and ext remely ha ;,py 
gathering at &rrcw on \lcdncsday , August 14th, hos t honk Vernon- Lay. 
Both t he cruis es were in evidence as c bouro volume of "llllgnets" 
containing the 'Water Lily I series Md copi es of "Billy Bunter Afloet" 
were dis t ributed. The occasion , well our Bernard Thorne of Scarbor o •, 
Ontario , C<i!Ulda, was in th e Ol d Count ry for a thr ee weeks visit end 
was verJ ploased to meet Les Rowley, Tony Riley, Roger J enkins , Bob 
Whiter end oyself nnd our geniol host, Frcnk Vernon l.'\Y. liiiat on 
evening I Loud was the la ughter as we quoted tho funny epi sodes culled 
from the "Magnet", "Gem" and "Boys Fri.and". 'Brotherhood of the lt':ppy 
Hours' , here it was in foll evidence , a get - t ogetbar equal to any wo 
rove hnd in th e past. Our two oversens mecbcrs rolllly enjoyed th"":­
selves ond even Bill G<Uldor was not forgotten on this occasion cs 
nuabcr 63 of "St ory Paper Collector" was uenticned os one or two have 
alrearly received S1lI.Je. Thanks for the happy canor ios , Frank and 
Ber:iard. . September I!leoting at Fr llllk Keeling 1s res i dence at HY/, 
Dol phin Rood, Folkestone, Kent on Suroay, 15th. 

UNCLE BE!IJAlIDI 

NORTHERN SECT!Oli MEEI'ING1 SEl'l'll!llER 1oth 1 1957 
I t was Ladi es Night , rukl my word ! o lively night . Mollie Alli ­

son was "star turn". She stepped into her brothers ' shoes figur at ively 
of course , and i!!dced it proved a case of lik e brother lik e sister . For 
a stcrt she gave her schooldey views on tho relativ e meri t s of Crey­
frinrs "'1d St . J im 's. She proved she knew as much about th e subject 
as Ll1lllY a mole. She then went on to r ead scce extract s fro,;, 11 r.iodcm 
girls I school story where ill t!Dr e was a de::.sel who had all the 
cun:ri.ng of Vernon Seith a t his worst . Then Mollie put on o qui z in 
which one had to link up Cliff House gir l s' Chri stian names with their 
surnaocs , fo ll owed by 11 t uenty questions progreme: Twelve objec ts in 
nil , scorchers son:e of th <lli!. The te ""1, Stan Smith, Ron Hodeson , 
E:rnest W!ri.tobeod and brother Gerry were in excellent foro . Thmt ho 
le.di es formed s teru,, Mollio and !',rs. illis on, llllrgaret J aclOJon and 
Dorotcy Robinson. They t co did excoll mt getting llll but one. Yes , 
11 17and owning. It llllkes ono wonder if foo llCIIIO of th e Cl ub is 
h.ordly e.ppropriat e . 
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Next Meeting, Sept eober 14th. Gerry tak es over fro m Mollie. 

,-ms perturbed whan I realised th at owing t o the workings of t he 
ctlondar it ' s th e dey before th o London Club I s Folkes tone aee tin g for 
which I Dl!l booked. I e.l!t torn between two l oyalties . 

HmBIBT LECIE!IBY, Nort bem Secti on Correspondent . 

MIDLAND CLUB MEETING HELD 29th JULY 1 1957 
Despite holi day cnll s which so ouch affec t at t cndcnces c.t this 

tL-:ie of ye:ir , en :excellent progr ru.::c was enj oyed by ele ven m<r.bers . 
From LrJ own personal ru,elo , I sho uld think that Ted Davey's oain 
contribu ti on *Greyfriars Tramps" was unique in t he fact that aport f roc 
being highly amusing , the saue theme ha.s not appeared befor e a,n would 
not be out of pl ace soretioe in tm c. D. J ack Corb ett acte d as 
"Leslie Welch" in a special quiz end did very well with s eoe snor te rs 
froc r._rious cwbers . The evening ondod with a fin e roe.ding fr o~. a 
nst . Sen 1s 11 s tory, and we have to t .b.cnk Madge Corbett for her shnrc in 
soundi :ig off .onot hor great progr= . Next r.:eeting hos been elu,ngcd 
fro ,i A1J€11St 26th to Sept cober 2nd in Ro0t1 1:0. 8 ChruJbcr,; of Co= crc o. 
At th .> st art c f the oceting th ere w~s ouch cou ,ent on tm very enjoy ­
abl e got-to gethe r "i th Northern Cl ub . Tho glowing accounts given gnve 
t he res t e<1use for cuch r egre t th at they too wore not in the porty . 
The i dea of t he "conference" of t he O.B.B.C. !ms caught on at l ast . 
1-/hilst I ro on t he subj ect of this l e.st cenfercnco I would persona lly 
l ike to express rn/1 eppre cic t io n of the work done by Gerry Alli son in 
p.orticulcr in ar ranging on ttors ct Chesterfield . Aloo t o Stanl ey 
Smith in u,ldn g th e chn.ir and I an sur e r:,y cpprecia tion i s shored by 
the other i·,idland Hcnbers . HARRY BRC6TER, Sccrote. ry . 

MERSEYSIDE Srol'IO!l MEETJNr: - SUNDAY, 4th AUGIBT. 

Sever:u of our ::icnbers were nwn.y on holidey; conseque ntly at ton ­
dnncc wes down, but s t i ll highly sntisfactory for August Btnk Holidcy 
week- end. It wcs o. ooot enjoyable oeeting in cvory wey, comumcing 
vi th Pat Luffoy ' s very exce ll ent lllld origin :u coopetiti on , "Heads end 
Toils ", which was dcscrvodly won by Jnck Morgnn, whose favourite 
ch=cter fr on now on is Hop Hi l Then followed a t eOD gaoo with a 
s tr ong lit erary fla.vour enti t led 11Naroo tho Ch.::.racters ", which was rath­
er stif fer thon tho writ er of t.licsc notcri intended . Howovor , it 
c.r)lC:irod to be enjoyed by a ll. Tho Croirman gave the wolc om news of 
so,;:e interesting ne-• additions to t m Library , including th e l a t es t . 
Billy Bunter Annual . ~ tm tioo t hes e note s &ppee.r , Don Webster will 
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be well established in his new appointmen t in London. Tho Merseysid e 
mcoberS, nm., I 'ra quite sure , all I!leDJbers, wish hie all happiness in 
bis new post . Necdloss to sey, Don will bo trovolling up to Liverpool 
every month to preside at our a,ect i ngs, which gives " good indic ati on 
of his great loy a lty , nnd a ff ecti on for tm ~lersoyside Section which 
he f ounded. iiill nll Mer seyside mcmbors please note n very iL,pcrir­
nnt ch.."llgc, consequent upon Don's mow. Aa from Septe,,ibcr th e meet­
ings will be held a t th e usuc l pl nce on the first Sa turdcy of the 
raonth a t 7 p.o . Thus , our next meeting will be on Snt urdc,y , 7th 
September when we hope to see sooe of the el der s nambers who found it 
difficult to n ttcnd on Sundnys. FRANK UNWIN 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by J:.CJi. WOOD 

liostew , 328 St ockton Lone, Yori<. 
Phone : 25795 

* * * * * 
Having just r eturned frcn: n holidny <luring which I contri vcd to 

include scils down the Mersey f rou Liverpool , the Clyde fro o Gl,.r,go;;, 
ond th e T!= es , I th ought it lilight bo well wcr th glnncing throu.;h the 
file s to sec what uso cur nuth ors l.\!lde of tho se thro e gr oa t comr.:crci::l 
art eries of Bri tnin in recording tho adventures of Nelson lee and 
Nipper . 

As the cdi t or has put n premiw on s i;c.ce this aonth , I an st.c".rl­
ing , as inde ed, I did ey own tour with Nerscyside. 

In the Detecti ve Libr:,ry there c,ppoo.rcd two sto ri es by F.dwy 
Sccxles Brooks. One was Ce.sc lfo. 3, The Denth Chair vhi ch had the 
famous detective in Manchester , an:! Helson Lee in Lancashire , I 
haven •t re ad the stories , so know nothir.g about ther.!, 

In llelson Lee Library small series, in 1920, Lee, Ni pper ond the 
boys of St . Frank ' s =• bnck to Lancas hir e to nid Dick Goodwin , the 
invento r of the Rerecve, Actu&lly, Oldham was t he mcin centre of 
s.ctivi ty when Goochdn 1 s ene.tti.es were chruied. t o their La.nca.ohire hJr.ie . 

Lat er, in 1923, tt,:, Schoolboy Carvanners got to Lancashire in · 
time to r evisit Oldham and t our a cott on rnill where Handy aired his 



ignorance on the difference between a sho p stewar d and a ship 's 
steward ! They a l so helped t o ri ght the affairs of Marie Finch , a 
boyhood friend of Goodwin, 

;toving on t o 1929 , we find t he School '!'rain in Lancashire, and 
first we are in t roduced ro Archie •s Lancashire l ass , a laughabl e sto ry 
of the romanti<: Archie Gl enthorne ' s adventures in Proud Preston aa d 
Blackpool. The follo,,ing week there arc lively adventures in Liver­
pool , ending with the r esue of The Kidnapped Schoolboys, 

The s tory opena ·.nth llondy and his friends in Lord Stroot , Liv er ­
pool, and th:l irrepressib l e leader of Study D hoping to come across 
Chinese opiuc dens, las=s, dagoes and cro oks of all kinds. Of 
oourse , he takes his chums on the dock area , and on the over head rail ­
way. Str ange to t hink he could not go in the famous Tunnel , as i t wos 
not yet finished . 

Before l ong , Handy, Church a.'ld McClur e are " sho.nghei ed" aboard 
a trll!I!p stec..'l!cr. Comedy, however, turned t o drama \ihcn the boys were 
released in Birkenhea d, and guided into mor e trouble by a member of 
the crew uho was ostensib ly taking them to too ferry , but kidnapped 
then in order to get some ransom money. 

Handy and Co, escape from a cellar , only t o be run down by a 
liner ·,,.rhile rowing across t~ Mersey. By a s trange coincidence it was 
too nigh t boat for the Isle of Man whither their kidnappe r had fled! 
Handy brings hi s man back from Douglas and soundly thrashes him in a 
five-round "mill ", Thus ended a hect ic adven tur e from which the 
School Train moved on to Manchest er and Biimingbam. 

Scotland has come little into tm Nelson Lee stori es . In the 
Detective Library , Brooks centred The Golden Footb all Casket in 
Glas gos·; earli er Max-,ell Scott had Leo and Nippe r in Scotland during 
Coronati on Year, 1911, In Nugget Librc.ry, No, 50 , Lee and !lipper 
were figh ting Kew and Carlac in Perthshire t o settle liipper ' s wager. 

The, School Train also visit ed Scot l and, but it was in Edinburgh 
and Kinlochty , not Clydeside that the sto ry was laid . It was tm st ory 
in which llcClure ' s parents and grandparents Yere reunit ed , and Arnold 
)icClure, in becoming aware of his ancestry , found a new Scottish 
independence of spiri t. Before lhe satisfacto ry ending , McCl ure, 
turned out into a wil d stormy night , had found shelter one train which 
took him to Gl asgow. To be continued next month . 

~ month apologies to Lee fans for short r at i on and to Bill Lofts 
for crowding out of "Infomnti on Receive d". I'll make good next 
mont h, H.L. ) 

YORK DUPLICATING SER'nCES, 12A TRE S!IAMBLES, YCRK. Tel : York 25148 


