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CHAIR 

DRAIII!;c EVER NEARER: As I write ther e •s about fifty shopping days 

to Christms! Ten days or so previous to t hat a mail van llill dra w 

up in York ' s ancient Shecbles to l oad up the sta,k.s of C.D. Ar.nualo 

en route for all parts Qf the world . Yes, it's as near as that . 
Since I last wrote things have been moving towards the cli n:lX. 

One night Len Packman sat back from his typewriter and said , no doubt 

with a sigh of relief , •well , that ' s tbat.• He had just cO!!!plotod 

the tapping out of nigh on thirty pages of the "Sexton lllake Circle" 

fea ture , You will find that it well maintains the high st&.'ldard se t 
by its predecessors I assure you. 

Then I 've also received Frank Lay 's interesting stor.t of "The 

Dreawough t" a paper neglected till now. Nelson Lee fllllS "-"' in for 

a tre at with Charl es Churchill ' s Jim the Penman article , and Jack 
Wood will add to the St , Frank ' s saga , 

I have been busy lately checking the proofs of the articles 
already in type, EverJ now and again I have paused and sat back in 

r:,y chair to marvel at the vast amount of won: our contribut ors (all 
busy men in other spheres) must have put in in preparing their 

artic l es for our benefit , There ' s Eric Fayne's "Turn Back the Clock" 

for instance. It deals, of course, with the Gem r eprints , so,oothing 

Eric played a great part in bringing about. I mention Eric speciall y 

becaus e it would require even more re search than .... ua1 . Talk about 
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vita.l statistics ! · Well these for Gecites in particular, are f ar more 
vital t h n tt .. , 40- 19-38 kind we hear so =h about t hese days . 

WeJ.l s oon I nn..z': tell our },--ubl ishers ho-« cany coPies to I"\m off . 
A::, us\li2.l it 1s difficclt t o say far quite a number of you. are l eaving 
it J.r.te, and if I ao over opt imistic and find late r I have a number 
l oft on rrzy hands, I shall be in tre soup, So those of you who have so 
f"'r neel e::ted to do so , please rush your order and questiol"J'laire fo:rns 
along as soon as you read this. Christmes Day, I assure you , -..;on 't be 
the sen:e without the C ,D, Annual . 

* * * * * 
J. ru:cr: :T VISITOR Rfil'URNS TFJJ!1<S: Bernard Thome wishes, th r o\l8h th e 
C.D. to t.,ank all t.'lose who made hin so welcome and gave him such n 
good ti.I:.e on his rece nt visit... He al so asks correspondents to note 
t r,it his addr ess is now - 220 GALLOWH ROAD, WEST HILL, ONTARIO, 
CC ADA, 

:::YS \;!LL JB BOYS: i'.r . B. S. Turner kindly supplied me with an 
ac.sance copy an! Jack flood has rev iewed it on anothe r page, It is 
true as Jact( s.:iys, that the bulk of it i s as before , but ·there are 
severtl thousand words of new cc.atter including some delightful quips 
about the ne11 set up in the Se.~tcn Blake chapter , Parti cularly to I, 
t,10se who did not get tl-e origi,,.e.l odi tion I cannot do better then 
quote Par.el.a P.snsford Joh.'lSon •s opinion a;t the time - "A delicious 
book, beautifully sensible and exquisitely fWL"Y. Despite the title 
it is :tct a book for one sex only . 11 

There's 271 poiies, Published 18th November. 

Yours sincere ly , 

llERBERT !EClilllBY 

II NMllllll llil HIIIIIINllll)fli***llillfllll 1'IIJ!IIIIJlil11H*.."-***~ : ·,i111tJJIIIIEIIIIIII!*********** 

FOR SALE - Collectors ' Digest , ifos , 1- 24 ( l acking !lo, 3) Loose issues, 
good condit i on - £2/2/0 Post paid , 
1 , STONE, 28 ELGill STREET, GORDO!;, N, S,11., ilUSTRALIA. 

FOR SALE - 32 half -yearly volumes of Magnet, Gem end Popular . 
~es of l oose copies of above am! S. 0 ,Ls and l!els ori Lees , 
All in mint condition. S .A.E, for list to: -
A,0, DAVIEl, 12 ALFPJSTO!! ROAD, LrvraPOOL 12, 



conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKJ.IA}I 
27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich , London, S.E. 22 

I am pl eas ed to say that the Sexton Bl ake Circ l e feature io r 
this month ' s C.D. Annual is now in th e hands of the Agency . 

There is something t o suit every Bl ake ent husias t, inc!.ud.i.ng a 
fine article by our newest "Circle 11 member, Bette Pate , of Austro.lia . 
Bette , of course , needs no introduction, for she is alr eady zQ'lQ\ffi to 
you for her excellen t artic l e in th e June issue of th e C . D. (m.::;..io.n,) . 
\fal t er \/ebb has , I think , excelled hir.isclf , whilst ot her cont ri buti nt 
oembors have produced s ome first clans work. 

I don't think I need say anything about "Bl akian.a.11 fo r this 
month except - I hope you enjoy it! 

l-'o. 529 
794 
949 
969 
984 

" 1149 
" 1224 
" 1225 

" 1226 

" 1227 

" 1365 
" 1366 

JOSIE PACl'JltJI 

* * * * * 
l·:Y T\IELVE FAVOURITE UNI OI! JACK (BLfJ<E) STORI::S 

!.s selected by Charlie ;/righ t 

The Sacr ed Sphere . G. 
',leldo t he Uonderman ...... E. 
The Flower of the Etbei a ........ c. 
In Leegue Against Him . A. 
The Voodoo Curse . G. 
1i'inker 's Secret . .... G. 
The Adventure of t he Yell ow Beetl e .................. '.; . 
The Te,r.ple of Many Visions .. .. G. 
Doomed to t he Dragon .......... G. 
The House of t he Wooden Lanterns .. G. 
The Mistl e toe !-!il k Mystery . G. 

II . Tood 
s. Br ool:r..:.: 
i'.nyte r 
Skene 
I! • Toed 
I! • Tee d 
n • Toad 
H. Toed 
H • Teed 
II . Teed 
Evans 

The l>lesquo of Time ...... G. Evans 

* * * * it 

J:ext 1uonth will bo the tu elv o fav ouri tc s t orie~ as selected by 
Oli ve Wright , who, like her husband , is a mer.1ber of t he Sexton Blake 
Circle . 
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ON '.OOUR \iITH SEXTOl! BLAKE 

Jly rial ter IT ebb 

T"ne oojori ty of Blake 1s cases pale int o iJ1Significance when 
comparc-d t o tilis particular a.ssigr.ment , which took the orim."lologist, 
11ork:iJ18 on behalf of the British Go·1er111!lent, to Egypt , in a bid t o 
s:\'.!.'Jh a political plot calcula ted to gravely impair Britain ' s power an! 
prestige in the J,liddle East, Arrayed agains t him was a r egul ar ar.ny 
of the nes t noto r ious criminals he md ever been cal l ed upon to face , 
each m,e of whom, sillgly , would have ext r acted every ounce of his 
detective skill t o combat successfully, but combined presented a 
hurdle of superhur.an s;d.11 to negoti ate . Away now to Egypt in the 
sscond tour of t..lte series. 

No. 2. TH3 GREAT CJJJAL PWr Author G. H. Teed. 

For sor.ie tir.ie the British Government had been greatly disturbed 
by t he atrocious ClUTders of British subjects in Egypt. The brutal 
assassination of t~.c.t accomplis hed adcinistrato r and splendid soldier 
Sir Lee Stnck , British Commander-in-Chief of the Egyptian ancy (killed 
20th :iove,,iber , 1924) Ind fonned s1,10uldcrillg re sentment into blazie.g 
.,,Tr.t h r.t home, and in its dete1T.1in.:i.tion to stamp out thes e acts of 
a.-,archy, t.'ie Govenu:mt sent for Sexton Blake , and placed at his 
dispoacl t he vhol o network of t he secre t service police in the lliddle 
fust , 

Arrived in Cairo , Bl.a.":e lost no ti me ir. c01<1nencin,; his invest­
i1;3tioa.s, f er the !"ll'pose of ,rhich he adopted the identity of an old 
desert rat and the filthy ra..,--s of his kind , before toking up his 
stand br the Pyre;:,ids. Into 0119 of the two si,aller Funerary Te:oples, 
si t uated bet>reen tho two smalle r yyra.'Uid.s a."ld the Great Pyramid, Blake 
soon discovered tnat it was the :,ractise of a number of youthful 
Ei;y:,tians of the student class to ccngregste there , no doubt to plot 
a~nst :British subjects in Egypt, e.nd his fixed detennine.tion was to 
find out exactly what pUlllS thoy were conceiving. Having ri gged up a 
raioro!)hone near the entrance to t ro tenpla , Blake a tt ached this to a 
crimped receiver , brought a wire from trot far a length of a hundred 
ai,d fifty yards or so , under the sand to a spot near the base of one 
of tro smaller pyrnmids where he ha.1. tar.en his stand. He thm ovel'­
hearo tile young plotters , moobers of t.'le Egypt ian Secret Soci ety , 
known as the White Flllg Society , plan t o kill another Britisher. It 
was this Soci ety which had dedicated it se lf to t he task of smashing 
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the JXT•er of Britain in F.gypt end L'ld.i.a, and was the reason for the 

presenco in Cairo of J.ladn.."10 Goupolis , a trusted and well-paid agent 

of the Soc.i.oty, woll- lmown to Blak e as a notorious Greek spy and 

agitator . The Goupolis had thought out a shrewd plan by which , if 

successfully carried out , would cripple Britain ' s pm,er in the l:iddle 

Eant, and , t o this Elld, she sought an interview ri th Prir.c e Menes, 

supreme road of tho Ancient Order of Ra, the most powerful. and greatly 

fe:ired personage in F.gypt, ond the guiding spirit behind the ,nu.ta 
FJ..ng Society. 

The Greek woman I s plen was to gathe r together a nlll:lbor of ::en, 
each wielding great power and influence in thei:- own particulao, 

spheres , blend them together into one enormously powerful combil'.Ation 

end strike right into too core of Britain ' s might . For t he.t ~ ao 

she hed broU(lht into Cairo the aiminsl known as tho Black Eai;ie , 

other.rise John llasford , well-known on the Riviera as Duvid Stone , an 

ortist . Sentenced to 20 years on Devil ' s I sland for a crima ho :i.id 

not comi t , the Black Eagle was naturally a very bitter = who 
oonten<!ed that ho owed little recanpense to t he cou:itr; of i1i.s b:L..-t.'1. 

Another , ho had acquiesced was ~la thew Cardolak, an a.sed Al::cricn.'l 

mul ti-cillionaire , O'roer of a magnificent yacht , Sul tan , at ;,re~ or.t 

lying off Alexandria , whose financiol reaources woul<! bo of il :ostir.nble 

vnluo ; the Three :.tuskoteem, renegade Fnglislwen , nanecl Arch:.e 

P'nerison , il(!;J Soi.,erton and Reggie Fetherston , d&ndified loo lci!lc 

follo«s whose naive looks utterly belied the crilllinal workini;;s of 

their unscrupulous minds ; killers all , who would snuff out t ho li f e 

of a fellow human vi thout the slightest conpunction . Another o:ht> 

exorcised enon:.-ous power in th! land of his birth .-:;:s t.'>e po1'er!'ul. 

Prince llu Ling , Supreme Head of the Brotho r hood of the Yello<t 5ootlo , 

and he also , had tho Greek woman been in contact with , ar.d uas at 
t he oooent lyi."lg low in Cairo . Last, but not least , was Geor,;e 

l'.arade a Pl=or , ono-time trusted off i cial at Scotland Ymu, now 
b\o,m as Sata--el - Droog, the Hawk of the Peak, and right-iland r:an to 

Abdol Y.rim, so called Z,ion of the Riff , in Morocco. Tho resul t of 

that fateful meeting between Prince Menes and the beautiful lwlan:o 

Goupolis wllS that o council of -..er was arranged to take place on 

board the yacht , Sultan , when details of Britain •s dmmfall in Suo.z 

would bo di3cussed . 
Ever since his arr i vnl in Cairo , Bloke had been lying low in 

t ?le nti.ns along t..'lte Meu.i Eouse Road, known as the 11Thieve s I House" , 

o nctorious ilut which had been :-aided so often and effectively by th e 

troops from "down under " during the war that rogues ar.d vag11bonds had 
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given it a wide berth ever sin ce , There Blake and Tinker held their 
om council of war, and were j oined by a tough, resolute Ir ishman, 
named Lawrence Malone , a fooous explorer and trust ed member of the 
Bri ti sh Secr et Servi ce , It was as a reS1:lt of Blake ' s talk wit h Malone 
tha t t.'1e plo t to assassinate t he Bri t ish Official on his way from the 
Lands Department to the Bri tish Residenc y was frustrated by r.:embers of 
t.'1e Secre t Service Police ani the four far .ati cs arrested . 

The detective and his assistant then r:s;de their way to Alexandria, 
and in one of t oo dirtiest hovels at no great distance from the 
harbour again went to earth , Blake to awai t too probab l e arri val of 
Prince ~ienes, Tinker to keep a s,:arp lo ok out along the roods for t he 
coming of th e Egyption . Whilst 'nnk e:- sc outed around , Blake, still in 
his disguise as nn old desert rat , made a tour of the water- front, whore 
ships of all ne.tions were dotted about hore and there . Lying a t 
anchor about a que.rter of c mile off shore , he saw the yacht , Sulton, 
·,it ;, a s:rcll mot or-boat bobbing about alongside . As Blake watched , 
fiFes desce nded a ladder hanging do;,-,, th e side of the yacht end 
cle."Ober into the ooto r boat , which shct away and made for th e landi: ,g 
je tt-J close t o where he was watchin g , Into the motor boat stepped 
Prince i'.enes , follo11ed by Prince Wu Lir.g, fadooe GoUPoliS and Archie 
Pherison; it then !ilade off back t o the yacht , As darkness fell and 
a rJist , which he.d descended over t he wa terfro nt, thicken ed, Blake left 
his ?O•t , and clil:lbing the ri sing streets from the harbour , made his 
i,;ay to the hut to plan his next n.ove .... -ith TL"lker1s active nssista."lce. 

\fuen Blake arui Tinker left the hut for the waterfront , they 
had as guide and companion a young nati ve lad who was entrusted to a 
basket containing Blake 13 "list ening - in" outfit . In the dense r..ist 
t:>e det ec ti ve and l>.is as sis t ant would have been completely l ost , but 
the nati ve lad knew the waterfro nt like the palm of his l>.and and led 
t hem t o the jetty from which th e crooks had boarded the motor-boat . 
Sel ecting an anpty boat , t lley ;rli ded with muffled oars to1wrds the 
Sultan . Locating it , i t 11cs then Tinker ' s task t o swarm up th e side, 
o tta ch the microphone t o the ri r.i of the por thol e frame and rejoin 
Bloke in the boat , ,nilst the l atter followed t he procedure he hcd 
carried out by t he pyral"..ids and listened in to the cro oks ' confe ren ce . 

What Blake heard was of i=enee significance . There were a 
nur,ber of plots \lllder discussion , yet eac.>1 one dovetai l ed int o one 
giB)11lt ic whol e , r esul ting in nothing less t han t he bl0tting up of the 
Suez Canal and C?Uch of the shi pping between Port Seid and Suez . 
George Harsden Plumer , acting as e,aissary between Abdel Kri m and 
.h:i,!l~~ . .Ilrn...lll!d...!l.rl interyie\ls in Algeria, Tunis and Tripoli, with 
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a view to the li.nkini. up of all th e native races s tr etching along the 
Nile to the Atl antic , ri ght across t he t op of Africa , with , as the 
ultimate aim , a north African bl ack Empire end the northern European 
races hurled back across the Mediterra nean en bloc . Wu Lin g 1s desire 
was for a gernral risi?l8 in China agains t the whites coinciding ··i th 
t he push in tm lliddle East , and then with !lri tain r eeling under the 
po,,er of those paralysing bl ows for anothe r upheaval t o be engine ered 
in India. The price of his assistance to Menes was thct i t should 
all fo:nn part of th e general scheme . Cardol ak had granted fin,-J>cial 
nss i stan ce on the understanding that Nanes guaranteed W.,,, certain 
very vuluab le excavat io n rights amo:,g the ol d tombs of Egypt . The 
Three Husket eers , as his agen t s , and under his pro tection , would do 
whnt Cardolak told them . 

As Tinker made hi s s econd a.scent, this time to unhook the 
microphcne, he uas discov ered, but Wlder cover of t.""le mist mar.a~ to 
flir .g :ti=e l f overboard, microphone and all , As he struge l ed in tho 
water with a h1J8e neg:ro, Blake swam to his ass i stance , followed by 
t l1e li ttle Arab. The black , hsvill8 been overpowered, the litt l e 
native l ed Bleke and Tink er thro ugh the mist-enshrouded waters cf tm 
harbour to the shore , whereupon t hey l os t no ti!lle in r etu.'"uing to 
Cairo . There , in t he 11Thieves 1 Hut 11, Blake held a lrurried confer ence 
wit h 1lalone . The Sultan 11as already bound for t h~ Riff t o pick up a 
=g0 of mines fer the blowing up of the Suez Canal , and to t!r, ,art 
t he plo tters th e s ecre t se rvice polic e had t o move f as t, for there 
was no time for offic ial intervention . Blake detai l ed his pJ.,-~1 of 
Cl'Ll!ci gn. He himself uould go after Pl ummer , whom he had good rca3ons 
to belie ve would be l ying l ow at the l i ttl e and elrr.cst ur.'mo1m oasi3 
of El Adid until su ch t ilile as he >1ould collect hi s r e,,ard in c,,.&h 
i'ran Menes ; Nal one •s task would be to keep constant surveillanco o£ 
Mene3 and Wu Lillg in Cairo ; whilst Tinker watched l·:Sdame Gol'.polia , 

T'ne Bla ck Eagle , anned with an auto matic pis to l, forcibly rute r-­
i.ng Tinker 's rooms, ordered the young detecti ve , under tln'eat of 
being s hot down, to divul ge !llake 1s where abouts in F,gypt , At t ha 
expense of a bullet in the sid e , Mossop, t he manservant , save d Tinker ':: 
lif e ; t hen between them they overpowered til e master - criminal. ,u,vi..-ig 
then got in touch wit h !'.alone , they kidnapped Madame Goupolis ond 
smuggled both her and the Black Ellgle out of t he hot el 1-:i t h th e 
assistance of the sec ret service police , and l eft them pri.s.lners in 
Malone •s house . . Blake havill8 contt>.cted Plumner at the oasis and 
COl!l0 out tcp af ter a b i tt er s t ruggle , t he ex-S cotland Yard man wna 
also taken a prisoner to i!al one •s living quarters . Jialon o then 
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oobilis ed every secr et service man avail abl e t o Alexandria and t hat 
pe.rt of the coe.st , while two aeroplanes carrying bombs 11er e despa t ched 
to the :!;aslc of bl owii:& the yacht e.nd i t s cargo of mines out of the 
11ater . The bombing rai d proved a marked success , for the Sul tan was 
conpletely t om asunder as the bombs struck her and th e cc.rgo she was 
ce..··ry"'..ng bl ew her t o a to,,s . 

So wos Suez saved; but to Blake's morti fication and a.'lger t.l'1ose 
responsible fo r i ts at t eupt ed destruction could not be hel d, Menes 
was to o great a pover in Egypt fo r his Gc•,ernment to ri sk any actio n 
against hin , vhilst no charge could be hel d against Wu Lin g. In t lie 
case of the Bl,,.ck Eagle , Pl Ul!lller and Madame Goupolis, Menes' infl u­
ence """ enough t o save thei r skins , Did Mat hew Cardol ak and the 
T}U'OO i·iuskete ers peri sh on board the Sul tan 1-rhen she ble w up? Bl oke 
did not kni"• but was soon to do so, fo r the y turned up again l a te r to 
engage him in another bat tle of 1rit s . 

The st ory on 11hich this sur.n,.ary is based was publi shed 1st 
October , 1925 in No. 19 S .B. L. (sec or.d seri es) . 

* * * * * 
Hote: Solu tion to Teeser No. 8 will appear next month. J .P. 

• 111t1t•lfllllNllllllllltllltNll*H ll llllllll ll)IIIII MJIII HIEll llll llllll .f-H,f, ********** * llll llllNIIJt il lll , ll ll llll 

I r.cive about 75 Magnets betueen Nos. OCO a.'ld 950 and 2 dozen s.o.Ls. 
which I would exc!!nn,,.,., for a."W of tho following Nos .- al t hough I ;;ould 
prefe r t o buy: 
~ : 950, 951, 958, 960, 962, 964- 71 , '373, 985, 986, 988, 989, 990 
S92, 993, 994, 997, 1005, 1008, 1009, 1011, 1012, 1015, 1020, 1022, 
1035, 1062, 1065, 1076, Hl83, 1087- 92, 1094, 1096, 1100, 1101, 1110-21 
1126-29, 1131, 1132, 1135. 1138, 1139 , 1140, 1142-44, 1146, 1147, 1149, 
1158, 1175, 1179, 1100, 1188, 1191- 94, 1203, 1204, 1235, 1239, 1244, 
1245, 1247, 1255, 1275-78, 13()0, 1683. 

G:J!S: 1000-04 , 1006, 1009, 1011- 181 10211 1022, 1024- 26, 1037, 1044, 
1CY.i0, 1051, 1056, 1070, 1089 , 1108, 1116, 1125, 1143, 1145- 47, 1151 
1153; 1155, 1156, 1159, 1162, 11S'(), 1193--97, 1199, 1200, 1201, 120}-()'J, 
1211, 1213, 1215-20, 1246, 1249, i252-54, 1261-70, 1273, 1275-92; 1294, 
1296, 1297, 1300, 1320, 1321, 1322, 132-,, 1325, 1327, 1340, 1347, 1348, 
1367, 1300, 1400, 1401, 1450-52, 1538, 1565, 1579 
D. BROYD, 10 BE.Iii ROAD, BEXLE'lllEA'ffi, Im!T. 

~!ANY "Gll,,-n'RIARS" s.o.LS. for sal e . S.A. E. Li s t s . 
W, LAWRE;IS011, 44 BLE;KHir.r. ROAD, ST. llELWS, LANQS, 
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HAMILTON IA.NA 
compil ed by Her bert Leckenb y 

A l ette r appear ed in the "Sunday ?:xpress " with a heading .in a 
bi gge r type than any of the ot her l etters - "Was he abay s a Billy 
Bunter?" It re f e r red t o Lor d Hai l Jha.-n' s bathe a t Brig ht on . As i:o 

don ' t dab bl e in poli ti cs I won' t quot e the l et ter j ust say thct o:1oe 
a.gnin it proves what a God.send the Owl is t o sub- editors . 

This is i11t erost:ing t oo . Mr. W. J . Rayner of Clar e , Suffoll: , 
has sent me " ticket issued by the Alexander Car Pa.'1<, Doverc ou...-t 
t:r.e pro! irietors of which are VERNON SHTH HOTELS LTD. 

* * * * * 
GREAT ilE\·IS FROM FRANK RICHARIB AJID A ~\JEST 

14t h October , 1957 

Dear Eerbe rt Leckenb y, 

liany thanks for the October C.D. and to J ack aood f or a r,l o, .sa.'lt 
review of "Billy Bunte r Afl oat " : th ough I wouldn't a;;ree that a oc ·,t ­
ing riart'J who wanted a ree.l holiday on the Thames would choose a. notor­
bcat . At l east there is one vener able party who wouldn't . 

Just a spot of news: I hear that three new "Tom HeIT'.f11 boo:::, 
c......-e corr.ins out before Christmas, fr a:n Spr:ir..g Bookn Ltd . I e!'.all bo 
glad to see them af t er this l ong while . Better la te tha.-, neycr ! 

No1< here is an S .O.S . I keep on ge tting inquir ie s fo r F.ran}: 
Rich erds ' Autobio gr aphy , which has of course l ong bee n out of prin t, 
so I arr; unabl e to do anything abou t it . Recently an inq uirJ Ci!,"'10 

from one of our friends in Australia , am he is so very keen t o ea t the 
Auto that I would be extre,i:e ly glad to let him haw his wi sh if 
possible. It occurred t o ""' that some r eade rs of C.D. migh t hava a 
copy he doesn •t want . I f so , 11ill he or she, drop e line to :-

Frankli.n Di.xon , 
4, Higham Road, 

Auburn , 
Melbourrn, 

Australill . 



ar.:1 let hi!:, know? Mr, Dixon sent ~r tha cash , which had to be 
returned as no cop-; """ avni l able : in fnct i t has ~ just occurred 
to oo ti,at something miellt be done throu,;h tho C,D. 

With kindest reeorns , 
Alucys yours oincerely , 

FR.WK RICH&'!IS, 

* * * * ... 
T:!C ~S OOLDEi; JlP.lILEE: As will be seen free the Northern 
Section Club report, plans &re in hand for an exhibition at the Leeds 
Public Librarr and here 's an interestL,g extract f rom a l et ter from 
llob Mortine r · describing what he hopes to do at Kingston . Cood luck 
Deb! 

"As you r:JJJY know I work in the display de:,:,rtcmt of Bentsils of 
Ki?Jeston-on-Thl\mes. This is tlxl brgost departmmtBJ. store out-­
aide greater London. We hsve a l ar ge book deportJ:Jent i<hich sells 
tile ;Junter BoMS and J.n.'lutls , 

l·~ id ·.a vas t~J.s:- to SU8!lllst to the publicity departtlent 
that troy have a special window display devoted to Greyfriars , 
to 1".ark the great occasion next February , 

I i,ould suggest a cut- out of Greyfrial'3 School , and cut-out 
figures of all the prir.ci)l8.l ch&racte....,,. A large portrai t of ' • 
Chnrles Hz,r.,ilton, 11ho I think is nov roo<>;J]i2,ed as the groatest 
livir.g writer of school stories . A l arge ,iap of Greyfriars and 
the surrounding distric t and lots of copies of the ''MaOlBt" 
dis;tlcyed , T!-.is I t.'w!k uould ""11:e a rathe r novel windov 
displey , and bring Jlentalls a lo t of valuable publicity . An-
other idea !s to have Gerald Cai:tpion relro a personal appearance 
in tlie Book Dep:-.rtmcnt dressed in Ids Bunter outfit . Ho could 
autograph copies of the Bunter Annual, 

llh..t do :IOU think of the idea? Of course I should do most 
of the vork cyself , but it would be o lolx>ur of love ." 

* * * * * * 
CO!ITROVOOIAL :;,"HOES NO. 6 

"™ TP.;;RE TOO !,!}.;rt Cl!l!PJ.C'l'illll Ill T!lE cm Al!D TiiE l-~\G<iET" 
BILL LOFl'S writes :- "l car.not give 1!11f viovs on tlxl Gem, as I om not 
well versed in i t . Reear<!in& the f!i:gnat , it is true that toore wcro 
over ~ che.recters in tne Remove at ono time , an! U!e fom VllS cer ­
ainly unbalanced whm compared to other farms ot Groyfriars . But it 
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must be rm ecibered that tho l!IEljori ty of the sto ri es were centred 
around t he Remove, "-'ld tho introduction of mi:,ny new characters wrua 
ncccssarJ to Fronk Ricl'.:.rd.s in t.'ie early dcys to give fresh id eas· t o 
the sto r ies . Remember the s torics of how t hJ different char acters 
cc..'nc to Grcyfrinrs . 11 

DER.I:'\ ADIZI wri t es :- "I mu.st sa;y th at I thi.P.k "Let's be Controvernio.1 11 

is a great idaa and certainly stirs up interest in all fields of tho 
1Hooil ton Saga 1 • Regarding artic l e No. 6 , 1!fY opinion is tha t this 
variety wns a good thing for efter a run of yarns dcv.ling with scy , 
Grundy , it loft the render wenting to hear more of say , Skimpol c . A 
matter of absence making th e heart grow fonder so t o speak . There 
ucre of course , characters that could have been done with out, but I 
think this is just a question of personal ta ste ." 

ROGEP. JEHK.Ii:!S uri tes: "I do not think there were too r-any c!lP..i"r.cters 
at Grayfriars ,. where interest was centred on a single fom , and not 
such a bi g foru as sorae peopl e would have us beli eve . I cm qw. to 
ceri;,,in that the editorial staff r es ponsib l e for cor.ipiling t.:ic liots 
in l'.olidcy Annual ruid M..'W\ets usUL11ly e.ctcd in good fni th, but in 
poin t of fact t hey were nearly alwoys mistaker. , e..-ld on one er t1:o 
occa sions they i.'1vontod what the;• did not know. The only reli c.blo 
source of infOI'llllltion is Charles fu:milton himself , who t old us in 
l-iagnet li e. 1257 thllt the Remove consisted of 31 boys . Thi s r.lUSt mom 
that tl l those ch'.!.rc.ctcrs who were never mentioned in t he la.st 15 
years of the !2.gnet• s run - Delarey , Hilary, P13nfold, Rake, Sr..it J! 
!J.inor , Treluce , Trevor , Vivian , etc., - had been dropped to rcd-..:.ce t he 
forLI t o r.anageab l e proportions, though st ill large by Public School 
standards , as was often admitted in the text . 

The uid cr spread of in t erest at St . Jim 1s , uhlch \':OS caused by 
the fact that to th e Fourth at St . Jim ' s 1-ms later added t he Silell 
fro o CU!vcring, was i....-1 my opinion a defect in the stories ( though no 
one oloc agreed with me wh<21:1 I propounded this vie~, in No. 44 of t l10 
S?C) . lleverthcless t here was a sense of intimacy in that each Co. 
had a study to itself, unlike the Famous Five who were rather odcily 
scattered up and down the Remove . Rookwood was much bet t er orga.'lised 
as you say , but it may not be a fair comparison because the length of 
each weekly ei:isod c ,ms never intended to exceed 4 or 5 chapters , and 
so the number of ch=ac ters would have to be limited by consid eration 
of space . I do not al toi;othe r regre t too ab,mdonment of some of the 
old charact ers; I always felt that Han-Jr.end, for instance , was as 
i=itating ss Vivian in the way he dropped his aitches , and I would 
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much rather have Carlew than L\lltley- Lunley as the St . J il:!1s edition 
of Vernon-Sci th . " 

El\!C FAYllE sums up:- Mine is clearly a lone voico crying in too 
wilderness when I s tate a proforenco f or stories of the main charact­
ers rather than those of tho minor pla,yers . Probably nzy original 
article on the subject was not too happily worded, for I really 
intended my criticism to apply to stories of the llhi te Cover years 
when so many ne1, boys arrived , and the lil!.elight was continally flashed 
nround fro m one to another of th em. 

In cOJOJ>).ring the Magnet with the Gel:!, Roger certainly hits the 
nail on the head when he points out t o.at the Greyfriars tales concerned 
one fom chiefly while the Gem featured t>ro, plus an extra House. So 
far as I am concerned , I do not regret the j oining of the Shell of 
CJ.avering to t.oe Fourth Form at St . Jii:l ' s , for after all , that 
occ=ed right at the be;,-inning of fae G€ll9' while the super- abundance 
of cl>.arecters does not Iil8ke itself obvious until 1914 onwards when so 
tw\Y new char acters were added to a st8€e which was already well 
filled . 

Thero is probably some reas on in the argument that the s hortness 
of the Rookwood stories made for uore limitation of characters , but ( 
even so, it must be remeubered t.'iet fo r a long tii:le the Gem tcles were 
patl,etic,ill.y s.>iort - very little lop_,;er than many of the Rookwood .O 
stories - and, after all , a short story can Gtar a n:inor characte r as 
oosizy as a long one. 

But , when all in said and done, too Magnet and Gem cater for all 
tastes and, •,hile I revel in stories featuring in t he lead Tom Men-J, 
Gussy or Cutts wit h a holiday stor-J introducing a s1"811 and inti!.l8te 
party , I 11illingly leave t o t:10se who like them the tales of Gn.."ldy, 
Trir.:ble, Wildroke, and the stori es of the gian t parti es at East>rood 
House. 

* * * * * 
LET'S BE CO!fl'RO\'Il'.SIAL. NO. 7 

( In this series , Eric Fayne discusses certain topics of interest to 
students of th e Hamilton Papers . He gives his own opinion super­
ficially , and invites you to write to him with your vie-JS on the 
subjects he discusses . He ,:ill sUIIIOOrise readers I l etters in a 
i'ature C.D. ) 
110: 7. SHOULD TOM MERRY, HARRY \IHARTO:l and the rest heve gro:m up? 
Should Figgins have married Cousin Ethel , end Bob Cherry been joined 
in hol,Y matrimony with Marjorie Hazel den~? Should Billy Bunter, now 
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approaching seventy I be sending tuck parcels to his grandson Fred 
Bunter , captain of the School a t Greyfriars? Should Peter Todd now 
bo Justic e Todd, presiding e.t f amow, murder trials? 

These questions are not in t ended t o be taken seriously , They 
are absurd. We should have had no interest at all in followi:ng our 
favouri t e characters thr ough the >1ay of all flesh , To be entirely 
praoti.cal , it is unlikely that Figgins would have wed Ethe l or that 
Bob muld have wed Marjorie , School "crush es • seldom las t , Pet er 
Todd i.ould probably never have followed th e l ew, for few yo'Ullgsters 
heve really dec ided their careers at fifteen, Bunt er would probably 
have died of apoplexy at thirty . 

More ser ious ly we can take the question as to whet he r the boya 
sho uld have i:assed through the school and then dropped out of the t:u.es . 
Should Tom Merry have gone to the Fifth , and thence become Captai."l or 
t he School when he reached the Sixth , finally to have a lump in h:f.<l 
throat a."ld tears in his eyes on the day when he l ooked hi s last as a 
schoo lboy , on those ivy - clad walls? 

And if Harry Wharton ols o passed on in t his way thr0 t1::h the 
sohool, should ih e stories have centred still on the Remove, or should 
we have followed Harry unti l the dear old place knew hiI:1 no more? 
l:hicll , as rcy most hated mathematician used t o say , is abs=d , 

Of cours e the boys should not have grown up, t lle ve-ry thoud1 t 
i.s preposterous, The charm of the stories l ay in t he fa c t tha t the 
\loya did not grow old as we who r ead about them grow ol d . Contradict 
me if you like, but I say that the Gem and the Hagnet would not have 
lasted all t.'lose years if the boys we love had passed on. Their 
perpetual youth was ond is their perennial chann . 

T'llCre may have been successful series where the characters grgw 
o,l.dcr a."ld tm schools clllmged their desk - occupants wi. t h tl1e pa.,,sing 
of tbe , but if such series exist, I don ' t know them. I t is a joy t o 
me thst Harry Wharton, and Tom Merry are now as t rey were in the 
beginning, that age 1'.ad not wearied t ilem nor the years condemned, and 
that their creator , in giving them perpetual youth , has made llis 
readers , from what I have seen of them, ever young in heart . 

It's just my point of view. What' s yours? 

* * * * * 
DO YGU RE:-IE:•JlER? By Roger M. J cnk:iJ1s 

No. 26 - Maroets 196 ll: 274 - The Expulsion of Skinner 

Greyfriars changed considerab ly more than St. Jim's wi1h the 
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passing of the years , and consequently a rod Uagnet story today seems 
much more in congruous than a t ale in a blue Gmn, Certainly Magnet !lo. 
196 enti tl cd "For th e Honour of His Chum" which was published towards 
t he od of 1911 now readSrathar like a period piece , though , l ike many 
ontiqn.::.s, its outward strongeness does not ent irely belie the intrinsic 
ti::orit i..'1 its cor.struction . 

The plot was not cooplicated . Harry Wharton had le f t th e dom­
i tory with the intention of setting about Loder with a whip. Neithe r 
of t.'1em guessed that a third party was lurking in tha darlmess , ready 
to ca:rry on where Wharton left of f . Loder l'/8S later discovered in the 
quadran/;le ir.eensib l e , and 1/hartcn was adjud,ied t he guilty ;,arty , 

Frank ilugent was th e only cie,ber of t he Co, who reolly believed 
tlharton was innocent . Even Bob Cherry , who had cause enough to be 
grateful for Whnrton1s friendship earlier in tha year , was doubtful 
whether Wharton' s tanper had not carried him too far on t his occasion . 
!I evertheless , all the Co. bsckod up Frlll'.k in his efforts, and t here 
was a grand scene in Skinner • s study in 11hich Nugent eventually 
maru,ged to beat Skinner in a batt le of wits . Nugent did not often have 
a s~ar part of this magnitude , a.-d his ccmtrib utio n to the climax of 
tile sto ry was bot h pleasing and memorabl e, 

Skinner ,ros expelled , and nothing more of him was h,ard for sooe 
ti.ms, when in )Iagnet No, 274 entitled "Standing by Skinner " dated r.ey, ;., 
1913, it transpired tha t he had been sent to work in hi s fa toor•s 
offi ce. Bulstrode had l earnt that he would be a member of a vi siting 
cricket teem, and had set to work to make things easy for his old chul:!, 
wit.:1 the result that SldJmer was give.'l sorething of an ovation . Skinner 
utilised his vis i t as an opportunity to ineratiate himself with i·ir . 
Quelch and Dr, Locke, but iir , Quelch had no use for soft sawder , and 
S',ci.nner l eft the Remove mster •s study feeling quite discol!'.fited . He 
found Dr, Locke 11as easier gem , but even the kini old Head jibbed when 
Ski.'lner l aid it on too thick and referred to his dismay at l eaving th o 
doar old place and going out in the col d worl d, and the Head was quite 
fin, in his refusal to allow Skinner to return, Eventuolly Skinner 
fakod an acciden t and he was brought back t o Greyfriars supposedly 
L'ljured . Mr. Skinner said tha t his son was worried about not being 
ollwed to ta.1<e hi s pla ce at the ol d school again , and at lest t he 
Haad agreed to tak e Jilin back, in ardor to speed his recover;, 

No. 274 wes an interesting story , but one cannot help wondering 
why Charles Hamil ton decided to r<>-i.nstat e Skinner after such a l ong 
t:ioe, when it looked as though he had intended to dispense with him 
for good. f·!oreover , Sld.nnor was not half so good a character then as 
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he later becme , His corals never improved , but he l ater developed a 
wry senae of humour which endowed his unpleasan t sardonic remarks with 
a seasoning of sophistication which the Removi tea no d~ubt found 
infuriating but which older r eaders enjoy icl!lensely , So perhaps i t 
"as j ust as 1o1ell tm t Greyfrisrs never said farew ell for ever t o 
Harold Skinner , the schemer of the Remove , 

~: Adventure ifos. 218-9 , 222- 5 , 2'2'7- 73, RcV"1' lioe . 214-<l, 
220-37 , 23~50. Fine , Mlif offers? 
WJ!'!ED: Boys Own 1-'.agazine 1890. Boys Own Annual 18')6...1901, Ill w:t , 
Annual for Boys 1893 , Chums 1892-4 , 2 vol s , Golden St ory Book, 
Nis ter 1913, In t he Chimney Corner, Mister 1899. In Ster-/ :.mu 
Ni3te r 1900, llisto r •s Holiday .Annuals - any . Unior. J o.ck 1~ . 
Venture and "/alo.ir, Chaobers 1900, Young Engl and 1892- S9, '.he Fif~ ­
t' ,10 Series fo r Boys 1890- 1905, Seaei de Maidens , 1880 . S=or r:o. cf 
Tinsleyo !lac , In nic e clean state in J;>ublishers orig , bi.'ldine;a . 
Good price paid , Al so tm:f 'Old Bloods ' pre 1870, Esp. publ i shed 
by IJ.oyd, Caffyn, etc , Orig, editiona not la te cheap rcpr:u, t s . Alco 
cr-11 runs peri odicals pub. by IJ.oyd, will pey very fair price ! er 
thl.s !.lSterial in good cocplete state . 
P.. A, lliUN·lELL, THE GARDEN ROUSE, 'SIJtO!lllli'llY', ST. 1'aJ!Y'S ROA;), 

I.ONG DITI'ON, SURREY, 
~ t he following for equivalent nucber of copies of corre:: ;x,ndi-,: 
publicat ions . MAGNETS - 1397, 1398, 1465, 158'.3, 1540, 1543 to 1545 , 
1548 to 1562, 1564 to 1571, 1574 to 1576, 1578 t o 1585, 1587 to 1507, fil!ill. - 1462, 1536, 1537, 1539, 1542 to 1544, 1546 to 1560, 1562 t o 
1570, 1572, 1574, 1576, 1577, 1579 to 1589, 1591 to 1595, 1598 to 
1600, 1602 to 1606, SCHOOLBOYS CM; LIBRARY (1937 onwards) 310 t o 
318 , 320 to 3'2'7, 329 to 334, 336 to 340, 342 to 346, 348 t o 352, 
354 t o 356, 409, HOLIDAY AllliUALS - 1935·, 1936, 1938, 1940 . 
Please state nu::ibers and tiUes of publi cations offe red in erciian{;e 
far the above and if in series whether seri es complete , Appl.I( by 
l ett er to :- F. COCKROFT, llA\fBIB HOIBE, SIIS DE21, KEIG!ILEY, YORl<S. 
~: Sexton ill.ake Li bs . 1st a.'ld 2nd Series ; tm:I numbers. 
Reasonabl e pr ice paid , Also Union Jacks 1917 to 1933 , Boys ' Friend 
Libs . , 1st ser ies , llo. 669. 2nd Seri es No . 79. 
JOSIE PAC"i<MAN, '2'l ARCf!DAIE ROAD, EAST WLliICH, I.ONOO!i S. E. 22 
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FROII INFORNATIO!l RECEIVED - Ne. 6 
By W. 0 . G. Lof ts 

Forewo~d: This will Wlfortunately be the l ast of the pr esen t ser i es 
of~ Infor:iation Received11, but I hope to start a new series in 
t !,e new year . I shall be very busy the next few months coi:,pil in g a 
1, , t of all comic papers - end pen- names of Aut hors. I would like to 
t liank all those who have written t o me about this col \l!ll!l, such 
letters are appreciated very C!Uch. 

Readers who read my artic l e on Donald Bobin (Blokania last 
o:onth ) , will be interested to know t hat Donald was very fortunate in 
ri.nning over £9,500 on the fo otball pools . l 8!!l sure that all reade rs 
,i. 11 •,:ish him l uc( for the future . w. o. G. LO!'J'S 

* * * * 
DUiiCA!! STOR!l 
- ~ the r:.ost popular seri es of stories in the "Boys Friend11 

froir. 1915 onwards was "The Boys of the Bombay Castle" writ t en by en 
autho r under the nru:ie of 'Duncan Stom '. These sto r ies featured Dick 
Dorrin ,;ton and Co. on the good ship Bombay Castle - a school af l oat . 

For years many enthusiasts of these stori es have been seeking 
the real identity of this author without success - many namos have 
been sug.,-ested including that of Michael Storm end Willi8!!l Hurrey 
Graydon, but no concrete evidence has been forthcoming. 

Recently it was my very good fortune t o contact a former Sub­
Editor of the "Boys Friend " at the period the 'Duncan St orm' tales 
were ru.'llling. He rea:001bered the name but coul d not r ecollect off hand 
who this autho r really was - but prooi sed to find out for me. A few 
days l at er ha wroto t o me and .;ave me the inf crmation that 'Duncan 
Storm' was a pon na;:,c used by GILBERT PLOYD who was a very well known 
vri t er an! persol'.llli ty in Fl eet Street during t he early days of tho 
proGont century . As Josie Pccknnn so rightly suggested in Blal6i1ia . in 
C.D. ilo. 120 the stories written in the gi rl s papers under th e name 
of Julia Storm were also >Ti tten by the same author . 

\/ho exac tly was Gilbert Floyd? I ""' indebted to that grand 
s-:ortsman Harry Dowl er for pointL,ig out to me that Floyd was nt one 
timo the Edi tor of th e "Boys Relll.11". Confirmation of this can bo 
obtained from tho book "Froc Flo r id,,. to Fleet Stroo t" by T, C. Br idges , 
woo by th e way, was a great friend of Floyd •s . 

Thero ar e. many sto ri es I could tell about Floyd - who indeed was 
a very lcindly mn - a.'ld I do hopo to write about some of those a t a 



lat er date . 
T'AE l!E'.I S .B.L. 

I have been inf'omed that starting in th e new yeu - or porhaps 
in DeceL>ber - a ma,;nzi.ne supplen:en t will be issued vi t h tho S .B. La 
each month giving details in story for,:, of fau oua crimes of l01J8 ago . 
Thwb nail sketches will be portrayed at the commenceioont of each 
chapt er drawn mostly by .Jack Dunkley of "Deily Mirror " fame. For the 
artistically cinded fens the covers these days are drawn l!IOStly by two 
Italian artists ru:u:oly "De Sota" a,,d "Carcupin o", tho fomer does tho 
heavy typo of il l ustrations whils t "Carcupino" docs t ho lillhter ones . 
The lett ering i s done by a Nr. Lional Morgan - a very importan t chap -
and the work i s very tricky ir.deed some times . 

I should think that for the first tine in the history of tho 
S. B. L. a story has been specially written for the bene!'i. t of ono of 
our own circle - Eric Copeman. This i s en t itled "The Last Deys of 
Ber l in " uri tten by Peter Saxon (W. Howard Baker) ; for confin::ation 
Of this steterent read last yeu ' s C. D. Annual (Sexton Blake Circle 
Sexton) . This will appear in Decei::ber I believe , a.'ld i t gives a 
ro::iarkabl.e true picture of postwar - t orn Germany . 

MARJOOIE STA!ITON 
One of tho most p:,pular schools over to appear in Girls Fiction 

is Betty Barton and Co. of l!orco ve School - on a par I sho1.1ld se:y, 
111 th Barbera Redfern of Cliff House fame . The writer of all the 
!-:orcove yarns was 'Marjorie Stanton ' which hid the identity of a 
ir.ale writer like all authors of girls s to ri es . In this case 1}'.erjorio 
St:mton • was HORACB PHILLIPS - also well known as n writer of boys 
stories under his Olm nru:te . lhl.l li pe was Edi tor of "Cheer Boys 
Cheor" and lster on "Boys .Journal ." When the "Journal " finished he 
...-as for a tim Edi tor of "Pluck " but confined himself most ly to girls 
pnper writing . Horace Phillips in his Editorial Chat in No, 2 "Boys 
.Journal" spoke of "the wonderful nos t algia he received when finding 
some of his old boys papers he rea d in chi l dhood ." 

There will be a ver, interesting ar t icle about Morcove School 
in this yenr's C.D. Annual by Len Pncla:w\ - I advi se all readers not 
to ciss it • 

.JOHN NIX ff:NTELO\I - "THE GALI.AJ!T GENTID!AN" 
Of al l the Edi tors whc ever graced an Editorial chair at Fl oe t­

way House - surely Jolm Nix Pentelow was the nicest, ftiandlies t and 
helpful of thee all . Born on March 26th , 1872, he wrote his first 
stories f9:r; the many Victorian papers which wore in c:imal atiOD at 
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tna'.; period . A very keen and good cricketer, he became a rocognisod 
e.'COOc·t on all matters pertaining to that sport - and -..rote several off­
i cial bocks on that sJb ject. Later he became Elli.tor of "Cricket" 
besides having t he ver; :rare distinction of being a member of three 
County Cricla,t Clubs . 

Dospi t o being handicapped by being nearly stone deaf , he joined 
tho .A!lalgamated Press at the tum of the century , and started to write 
many stories for the A. P. pepers under many different 11BJ:les. During 
t re war years he became F.ditor of the "f.lagnet 11 am. "Gem" and when Mr. 
H. A. Hinton r eturned he bcame Elli. tor of t he "Boys Renlm" end t he "Boys 
Re&lm Football a.'ld Sperts Librar-,." ,·lany readers are well aware of 
his expert tel es of cricket , lll1d the two famous schoo:13 ''Wycliffe and 
f.eygerth ". l-lany authors end F.c!it ors whom I have met have all spoken 
in w= tems about "Pen" es he '" '" affect i onately called. Many of 
the well known aut hors of today owe to Pentelo w their first chance of 
wri·iing for he was al ways ready to take a young writ er under his wing, 
md givo him not only his expert ndvice - but every encouragement for 
a success ful career . Gilbert Cheste:r the very well known Blake writer , 
and John Htl!lter ore emongst many who mre a lot to "Pen". It is very 
snd to read at time s such a lot of cri ticis:n about Pent el ow. I do hope 
01:ly es a writ er a.s Pentelow was indeed a "very gallan t gentl0l!Q} , " 

lll il lllflllf • lilll lt lllt ltll llA NII Nll llll ll ll lilllllli!l:IIIIIJllllf llll •llll ' [ II II IINllil ll llNifllllllll!ll ll ll lillltll ll ll l ll lt 

§&!;. - llelsc,i Lees ( in series) , Gems, Chums, 1".any others el so pre-·.rar 
fiction . S.A.E. List. 
L~ M. AL!nl , 13 VIKillG CLOSE, BOi.'RilE!-iOL"l'il. 

FOR S~,LE - Complete set H.As. 1932, !lo covers , £11; 39 Gems, 778 -
956, £5 10s . Od; 104 Gems, 972 - 1121 , £13 5s . Od; 104 Gems, 1122-
1300, £12; 125 Ga,s , 1301 - 1470, £12 15s . Od; 130 Magnets , 1351 -
1470, £ 14 17s . 6d ; 2 ilcun!'Volumes i:odcrn Boy, No. 1-58 , £4 10s .Od. 
1 Geo, 23, 3/6; 5 U. Jacks , 1279 - 1418 , 5/6 ; Includes Pos t age . 
LITVAK, 70 CJWIFOPJ> AVEIIUE, P.SEFORD, !iIDDLIBEX. 

A TIP IJID ITS SEXlUEL: Last mo:1th ;re warned you to be careful regarding 
offers of bool'.s from an address et ileep La.'le, Bradford . Well~on 23rd 
October , George Knie!:lt and his wife Hilde of that address , were chllrged 
with obtainin g money under false pretences . They had been writing to 
advertisers in E:icchange end Mart, ask in& for cash in ~dvance then 
sending no books, the Pearson tric.lc of t en years ego . Knig.ot was fined 
£20 md .£8 19s . costs nnd his wife had t o pey £11 14s. 4d. costs. 
HORAL - Ah,m,s re ad t he Collectors I Digest. 
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S. B. L. REVIEW3 

November, 1957 
The Viol ent Hours (No, 393). .. Pe·i.:er Saxon 

Craill e , t hat apparently aged and somewha t vague individual. of 
Belg:ra·,a Square , who sha pes the destinies of !llllll end . not infr equen tly 
the country of his adopti on , is becoming quite a familiar figure in 
the li i>rary these dcys . An assigx,mcnt fro m Craille often spcl t 
dS!'.ger. Having worked for Craill e on several occasions , Sexto n Blake 
knew th i s t o his cost . But , as a representative of Her Me.jesty 1s 
Government, Craille knew that Blake would never refuse to carry out 
any assignment given him whatever t m dangers ahead . 

Tho tr oubl e in Nort h Africa is t he theme of this nov el . Soviet 
penetration and the gr01<th of Arab Nat i onalism spe ll denger to bot h 
Br itai n and France . In treir campaign against Ara b :fati o:ial i :st: t !.e 
Fr ench have prepared a list of under-cover Red agents , agita t ors , 
sp ie s a.'>d t mir kin , and a copy of this li st has been sent to r:JVcry 
French Security Post in North Afric,, . But the one sent t o T,mgi.o:,, 
run by a man named SaYVas, has been stolen. Blake's j ob is to cot 
back the list , and supply Savvas with much valued and experiencecl 
assistance in the fight against t he increasing peril of Coo=rist 
ilfi l tration . 

The slaying of Savvas is a bursting vein of myst e:-y , its 
tributaries crimson trials of murder, chaos and destructi on sn.:L:i."'lg 
to a c li max of compelling interest . Peter Saxon never pulls his 
punches , ther e ' s no exception here . It ' s t ough and thrillin g, 

Rating .. ............. .Ver-J good 

* * * 
?ho Blonde ond t i-,, Boocile (No. 394} .... . .......... Jack Trevo r Sto;:y 

When Richard Tarbut enters the bank a t the little countr-J t mm 
of St . Harping and stands on his head in order to impr ess the l ovely 
Daplme, a clerk therein , he starts e chain of even t s destined to have 
fal'-reaching , and , in four instances , fatal r esults . For Tarbu t, an 
author , not only wrote sto ri es of crimes , he commit ted tbem as uell , 
The out come of Tarbut •s extraordinary conduc t is a :nost unfo~ .ato 
marriage , because under her husband •a cottu pt ing inf l uen's..e Daphne, 
normally a decent l aw abidin;; you,,.g woman, becomes af fli~ted wit h 
the same crooked t endencies . Proopted by Tarbut, she robs t he bank ~ 



fifty thousand pounda, 
It is when the banknotes , wrapped as an ordinary bro,.-,, paper 

parcel and addressed to a destine. ti.on in Pnris , to be picked up l ater 

1>:· the astute Dicey, go astray , that coaplioations set in . These are 
s till further extended when Daphne o,eets end falls for Jack Yates , the 

ho."ldsome ass i s tant hen'.lmaster of St . llllrpi.ng Secondary Modern School, 

wilo tu.."'!lS out 1xl be an evml bigge r crook than her husband . 
!?eminine interest is stron&lY represented , not the least inte,,... 

esti.ng charncte r bei!lg Lucy Locket, a lonir-haired , bl~ycd creature , 

Sho is the means of bringil'lg Dophne to justice by reoson of har 

tendency far scratching ct r.ewly dug earth , trercby preseati!lg the 

police with a oost valll.1bl e clue , Ye:i, !.UC"/ "as a cat , but il'l so being 

dir.'ered little from the rest of tile t'e:tinine char acters introduced , 

with possibly two exceptions . 

Rati!lg .. Very good 

* * * 
FOO'i!iOTE: 
~ . sto ries aside , 1t-elltion must be made of t.>ie present for.nat of 

the Library . Never il'l its long history has the S. B.L. been so 

at t ractively presented as now. The l atest innovnt ions - the scall 

illus tratior.s besido tm chapter headings , the bold , clear type , 

~!lotog:rophs of tro authors , the (llcssy covers , artistically designed 

by De Sota , Carcupbo , etc . , pro•n.de varioty never before experienced 

end reflects cost credi tebly on those responsi ble for the greatly 
i."!lprowd appeerance of the justly fa:,ious little Journcl. , 

t/ALffl! \/EBB 

nT D3FE':CE OF JO!IN ?ill: Pf:i'l'EL011 
bv lwTy Brester 

.Al.most every tiJ.e the substitu t e wri teJ! ere mentioned , the name 

of Pente l Oli crops up, generally to a stom of abuse by soco who 110,,_ 

snip at thl shrine of Charles ilt.ciltorn. At least so of t en that it is 

nOli becoming irrit ati!lg to the faithful adcire rs of a greet tlllthor, I 

s,zy admirers , I do not i::00.:1 worsn!.pper,,, Per.t~low had his faults , we 

knov thca and we will admit the,: , tie all i,!.vo credit t o tiXl grcntness 

of Charles Hamilton, To bold tho interest of tho public for fifty 

yoors ri t h schoo l slxll'ics which no one = say shows n particular rido 

t !lllBO or yarl11tion of~~ of characte ra i s. lllliguo in itself 
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but ha:rdly worth t he id ol a t:cy with which so many r cEPrd him. Such 
id olising is wrong, so let 1 s vi e~t the situation in o sensib l e uay . 
The sul>-wri ters had a job se t thom, They had t o "stand in " f or a 
writar 11ho had a style all his own. They did the best they could to 
keep to that style . In each case t hey were established authors them­
selves and they had their own s tyl es , but troy were set to imitate 
Charles llemilton . Reverse th e position , could Charles ilaciltcn irit.'lto 
than? One of our fr aterni ty call s t heo s t oj>-gaps , they did it for 
extra r.ioncy . \foll , uhat author can do it for 11Lovo 11

• Thay filled a 
gap , Did it natte r to us .!h£!l who wrote the s tori es . Now years 
after , ue arc "wise o fter the event " a..'1.d so the howl goes up, 11su.1>-
11ri ters" - "inf erio r stuff" and the like . Perhaps it is only to be 
axpacted t hat the Editor of that period get s most abuse end not so 
su=prising as ho Wl'Ote most of the s tori es . Even his critics could 
not deny that J . II. P. was the best of t he subs, F.is style '1e.s 
different bat he had a cocplete knowledge of al l lla;nilton.s >:or!:, !:e 
i s acc\lse d of killing off Courtney and Valance . Well , thcra uero 
e."lough characters left . What is two amongst .so many? If Per,tcla<r put 
psid to these two and I hlll'dly think they were such carvellous t ;rpes , 
he replaced them with some more interesting people such as Pi ct 
Delarey, Flip and Flap Dexwent and Phyllis Howell . Wero t hes e es 
intere sting as tha two in questionZ To ·,,hom goes the credi t fer tho 
Greyfriers and St . Jim 1s Galleries? Were theJ of no use? J. H. 
PentelO'lt has been criticised f or so l!l.any sporting series in tl1e Gem 
8!'.d }!agnet. These writers wrote about schoolboys and the avera:;:o 
sc hoolboys life is rr.ainly concerned with "play" , rer.e:i!ber . Gm.:e3 nee.n 
cos t to thea:, not lessons and that applies t o the "beys " uho read t he 
Gan ru::d ;,iagnet . It is what they ,-anted and J. N. P, ~ve it thar.: r..'1.d 
uho bet ter than he? He was ad!.1i tted the foreE ost cricket- writer of 
his de<!, his knowledge of the gace was unsurp,..ssed. He was ndni tted 
to be very kind and considerate to his staff and his intet;rity 1:a.s 
unquestioned. As our wise leader from York says "but for him there 
r:,.ey hnve been no Bunter t odey " and that would be a trseeey ! ! We ll8V'0 
to bracke t Pentelow with Edwy Searle s Brooks , the other great sul>-
wri tar. These two 1·10re grea t writers and t o r epea t they had their 
own s i:';les . So has Charles llmillton , One cannot imitate the others 
and be 1~ perfec t ; Give credit where it is due and remember e.s 
Herbert says "th e show had to go on . " J , N, Pentelo w did r.iost to see 
that it ,rent on . He is gone now, cores the pity , so l et us think of 
hiu with gra titude at le ast, Charles llanilton and the heroes of our 
youth ar e stil l wit h us and Brooks still brings joy if in other 
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spheres . So as a fitting r etum for those bl essings,,t least , l et us 
sey a l:ind woro fo r another groat writer - the late Joim llix Pente l ow. 

m ~fflffi ',h(.~** ...... '**~************"*"******************* 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JAC:i. WOOD 

Nostaw, 328 Stockton Lane, York. 
Pr.one: 25795 

* * * * * 
\ihan tha fulssien satelli te began bleeping its way round the 

world a f efl uecl:.s ago, it opened up c. neu era in many dir ections . One 
author is rcpuJ;ed to have coonented that his profession is now denied 
a wide field of fictio nal activi1;y . 

\/hen one thinks of too literature we read asyoungsters , one can 
c:ll.y re;,ly tllat t he :,ooem author rrust then be sini;ular ly unenter­
prisir.g by cot:itnrison •,dth his confrer"s of 30 years ago. Even in those 
days , I believe , space fi ction was nof entirely W'.Llal.own, and ~,e thrilla:l 
t o mar.y yarns of hi gh adventure way up among t:ie planets . I wonder if 
wo ever really thought that ia l es s than half - a-century the plots :rould 
hove a strong bas ic reality vereing on t he collllilOnplace. High speed 
travel , when all i s said and done, has only come to t oo fore in our own 
lifet i!Je , and how true it is that the luxuries of t oday are the 
ncces3i ti cs of t oirorro;1. 

Looit es have been aware for years , of course , of the t opicali ty 
of our f cvouri te author t ond, indeed, I havo drawn attenti on t o that 
feature of his work on ooro than one occasion . Oft en, tx>o, ho was well 
ahead of his time , a.'10. with interplanetary trave l nc::M in the foresee ­
able future , I want here to recall two of Edwy Sear l es Brooks ' moot 
popular yarns , neith er , oddly enough, cbout t oo boys of St . Frank ' s , 
but both written under Iris earlier ps~ onym of Robert li . Con;rade. 

?he first io his s tory , "I:1 Trackless Si:ece 11
, which appeared e.s 

a ser ial in t he llelson Lee Library ia August , 1919, and for some weeks 
sfte r ,ards . It fanned a companion to t he St . Frailk' s in London, the 
return to St . Frank's , and the Dorrie ' s Xmas Party series . Reprin t ed 
in trn Boys Frimd Library , 'L-, Trackless Space was described as "a 
t hrilling account of a •'Onderful voynga to too V.oon, Venus e::d Mars , 
and oi a flying machine lmo,m as "The Solllr Monarch", the cost 



marve.ll ous invention of the age . 11 

It all began when explorers Fran.'< Hillsworth and Maclloncl.d 
Guthrie , their old coll ege friend , Professor Montague Polgrave a 
rcno,mod scien tist, &nd their scrvont , Abbi e, a burly negro, rescued 
inve.'ltor Robert Gresh.er., from Africru, ce.nnibels. As 11 reward Gresham 
introduc es them to the Sol ar Nonc.rch. 

Gresham has discovered the sulxatanco which wi ll cut off fron 
the machine all too earth I s attraction , and before long the party is 
aboard the Solar Monarch, rising from its home in the Essex l'lm11hes. 
Clearing the earth 1s gravity pull in two minut es , the vessel is soc n 
hurtling through space while thl explorers pl ay billiards in a eou­
fo rtably furnished saloon with drinks and soda on the sideboard 
apparen tl y tme.ffec t ed . No austerity scientific gadgets &"!d sare ty 
belts , nor "gold-fish" bowl masksJ The Moon, Venus and M-'...i."""3 e!"O 
vi.sited i..'"1 turn and yield amazing adventures and discoveries of stra.."lgO 
monsters ond extxaordi.nary beings in the best Lost Uol'ld traditio n . 
Eventual l y they got back to earth t o end a powerful serial . 

The id ea also came in a serial which "Corarade11 wrote for tho 
Old Boys l'.ae,,zine with a title something like t r.e Sch ool on Venus. I 
haven •t seen tha t s t ory , but I have the "r eprin t" by RoeiJl.!l.ld llrcwne 
:, yero: or t-•o ago in the Swan libraries . 

Then entitled , "The School in Space", it put th ~ boys of rnli to ­
lands School on Venus. It was described as "a breat htaking , :3:)illG­
cllilling stor J of the Wbitelands' Boys, who arrive by s;,cce-airship 
on the planet Venus. 11 

A pert-, of boys including Dick Sylvester, Ti.r.! Cl=ter:i , l"Till 
Osborne , Stanl ey Horat io Goodman, Kenneth Pyne, and others, arc 
i..!Vited aboard tin Ast er i on, a s~ce-annihilating airship , by 
Professo r Bill Sylv ester . 

tn-.ne abom-d, the vesse l take s off than!cs to the mc!rir.a ti or.s- of 
one Paul ''7alescu , who later maroons them on Venus. The giant Bat Hen, 
an extraordir.ary city of diamond quartz , weird monsters, all play 
tl>.eir part in tha subsequen t thrills. To readers of a later genc?'­
a tion the si,mpto,w. of some of Brooks • best-loved Los t World yarns will 
be more than evil!'ait . But does that r eally matter? The stori es. were 
told with com'iction , t hough as a :ion- scientist I would not be 
prepsred t o argue about the author ' s grasp of scientific facts . At 
the tizle t he stories j'lB.d a fascination all their own; today, in the 
lii;h t of devel oping knowledge , they do not seem as archaic , as one 
might think. Taie "tl:em off your library s'.nelves and see ! 

And while ,re am on the subject of Brooks • t opical ity, have you 
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been read:in€ the interesting current Sunday neaspaper se r ies about 
airs hip trai,ed i es? When I firs t started as a repor te r, one of my early 
jobs ;1?.S t o 'Write rrq , ,w .impression of tre mE1Dorial service broadcast 
from ::ranee to Lord Thomson and the vi ctil!IS of the R101 crash. 

Round about that time too , the edito r o! the Nelson Lee Library 
hod apparently decided to try a run of all-detective yarns in which 
Lee would have the chance - hinted at mor e than once in earlie r yel'llS -

to run a sort of Deto,:t1ve Acadeou.Prelini.'lal")' to this was tba 
destruction of St . Frank ' s - by a crashing , burning airship. A 
topical yam , even if , on reflec t ion, i t had strong affinity with Bull ­
dog Drumond ' s Last Round. 

Next month will be tba Xms number l!@lll ! Doesn' t time fly. 

III II IIIIIOtllllill llil l J:ll ll llitillll ll ll UII IIIJll ll lfllllll ll ll llll ll UN II III II U llll l lll llll l( illlllW.llllllllllll 

Michael Jos aph 18/ -
BOYS WILL. BE IDYS 

Revi ewed by J aclc Wood 

Our worthy F.ditor has asked me to revi"" the second edition of 
t1r. E. S . Turner ' s book which a ff!ll years ago on its f irst appearance 
stiI:rul.ated a great deal of lasfu~ interest in our hobby, and in tba 
old boys ' papers . \/ell , Mr. Turner has certai nly taken the opportun­
ity to revise wr.at he wrote , and to brl.ng i t up to date with references 
t o th o post - Dick Barton era . Ile has al.Bo brought the Sext on Blake 
saga up to da te , and introduced some chapters on the Aldinen llnd the 
AroriClln !'lblications . 

I carmot seo, however, that he has done such a lot with the 
l!ar.,il toninn line of country , and I can find li t t l e or no evi denco tha t 
the Helson Lee and St. Frank ' s sections have beon touched at au ; The 
old sonse of writing llith his tongue in his cheek i s still there , end 
far fran represen t ative JX)l1tions of the St. Frank ie story have been 
retained . True , t here may today be some t opicality in Co=unism , and 
to that axtont Nr. Turner ' s choice is justif i ed. To t he hardened llnd 
export Leeite , however, th e author leaves the impressio n he considers 
this , and th e more sensat ional series , tho be "all and end all of St. 
Frank ' s and Nelson Lee. It is a pity that 1-lr. Turner did not obviously 
have the same standerd of guidance in revisl.Jl8 these c.'1apters as he 
did elsewhere, thoulil>, as before , one is left with nothing but admira­
tion for the author 1s mon=tal powers of research and compression . 
There are some new illustrations , too , in a book which provides more 
reading matter t hail before and .,.hich should provide a good "buy" for 
Xmas. 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONIX)N SECTION 

From the St . Frank ' s and s t . J im' s co\llltryside at lioow.ea,:,,,n , 
Brigh t on, Sussex to the Harry Wharton countryside at Cate~ , Su=ey 
is quite a distance. Ilowever Bill and Gladys Jardine , our ol d hosts 
of the Sussex venue , nou made us ~·relcome at their ne:; Caterhor! home .. 
Herc tm Octobor meeting took place and it was only fi ttir.g that lJill 
should devise a Wharton Lod;;e Quiz. Brother Bob won t his but oi;:r Erio 
Laurence was a good second with young David Brooks , who had cycled 
ow,. froo Becl:enham, a close third, ifow resident in London, cc:r 
esteemed acquisition fran the Merseys ide Club , t heir chair .!ian, Don 
Webster, full of sparl-".le, condu:ted his Lucky Dip Quiz. A jolly :lffair 
thin a.'ld out"h ost Bill won it . Brother Bob in second place e.,:d Frank 
Ley a.~.d cyself third . My I.T .A. Advertisin g quiz was won by Bob, :::ric 
Lawrence second and Don Uebster third . The latter won '.h e One :.:inute 
Please afte r a tie . Second was Bob end third Fraw.:. Frank k_yr3 
Slw.,bl es Csrd Game resulted in Bi ll Jardine getting out first , ,.:;,-n0lf 
second a'ld Ch .. '"l.Sto pher Lay third . After votes of 1;1,.anks t o the hos t 
a'l d hostess it we.s mentioned that the November venue of t he Club 

l•'.eeting 11ould be at Roger Jenkins and David Harrison ' s Fl.et at 
Kensingt on on Sunday , 17th . And so lif t er a very happy and jolly 
meeti ng th e time caine to depart. 

U!!CLE llrn.TAEIN 

* * * 
!IORTHERJI SECTION MEElrING - OCTOBSR 12th , 1957 

J.:y word, it uas a right busy evening, in which a welcCl:!0 vi sito r 
Harry Broste r, Secretary of Midland O.B.B. C. took part . First Gerry 
Alli son told of plans , al.ready well advanced fo r an ey.hibition t o 
celebrate t he Gre;r-'riars Jubilee at the Leeds Public Library ,:ext Feb . 

T'nen we got down to discussing the coming fi ght for t r.e Grey ­
friars Silver Cup. There was a ready response t o an appeaJ. froo Chair ­
= Stanley Stitt>. for appropriate articles . Next the ladies =J) in ­
to tlle pi cture once again . Mar@IU'<'t Cooke of l·.anchester had sullr.i tted 
what proved to be a deli ghtful tal k "Sexton Bl ake and I". Unable j;o 
be prese."lt herself , our otl>ar Nargaret , Margaret J ackson was cnlled 
upon to read it . This s.'1e did in excellent fash i on . At th e end there 
was a hearty round of applause for the two l-largaret s . Re:fresh:t<r.ts 
hurriedl:r di sposed of we had time f or half -an-hour or so with St.l.'lle y 
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S:nith'a new brain- vave based on TV' s Criss Cross Qw.z, Hov much mid­
night oil Sten spent on thi s br il l iant idea only he kno,.,,, It ' s just 
as wel.1 it' s put on after business , otherwise there might be no 
busin ess deal t with at all, Next meeting, November 9th, when we are 
to ha.ve J. Breeze Bentley ' s annual t alk , This time, subje ct "The 
Fourth Fonn at Rookwcod." llERllERT LECKlliSY 

North Section Correspondent . 

* * * 
MIBSEYSIDE SEm'ION - SUlfDAY, 13th OCTCBIB 

There was a good at t endance at t he October Meeting which got off 
to an ear ly s tart at 6,30 p, m, Ou( special guests of the month were 
Sir F , Bowman and Herbert Leckenby, Frank Case also made a welcome 
appearance , and it is hoped that it will be pos sibl e for him to be with 
us more often in the future. Business, finan cial and otherwise was 
soon disposed of, and t he Chairman t hen gave us full details of t he 
"Greyfriars Herald" competi t ion. A full discuss i on then took place 
and decis ions taken as to how we should tackle thia matt er, Afte r 
tea Frank IJnwin presen ted a speci al edition of "Dovn You Go" in honour 
of Herbert Leckenby, This was well received and Don Webster' s team 
had the pleasure of bea ting tho writer ' s by five points to four , A 
cJl8Jl8') of address was announced and 110 shall be glad if al l members 
would note Frank Unwin I s present address - 5 Thornedale Road, Water­
l oo, Liw:rpool. 22. Next }!eeti ng - Sunday 10th November at 6, 3() p.m, 

IIORMA!l FRAGt'IELL - Secretary, 
* * * 

MIDLAND filX:TION MEETING - 30th SEPm!BER. 

The Greyfriars Jubil ee Challenge Cup and our pert in t he compet­
i tion was natura ll y the main topio of the evening, The absence of four 
or five of the stalwarts was due t o "flu " and in sane cases , business 
demands. Jack (Corbet t) was in the Chair . After a l engthy talk on th e 
"Cup" and the usual Clubs busin ess we got dovn to the long await ed 
controvers ial t alk by our Treasure r who fair ly let hic,self go, He gave 
definite ins t ances of what he desc ribed "" Charl es liomil ton •s l ack of 
knowledee of vhat oon.stitute s actual !'llllic schoo l life . A debate 
fo llowed, and then a twenty question quiz set by IJlYSClf and tm "clue 
within a clua" "8de this a very amusing (if easy) itan, !lo cClllplaint s 
this ni,ih t l!JIYV!l,', Next Meeting - Monday, 28th October . 

HARRY BROOTER Secre tary, 

YORK WPLICATING SERVICES, 12A THE S!WlBLES, YCRK. Tel : Yorlc 25148 


