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Bill MARTIN WORLD FAMOUS 
FOR OLD BOY'S BOOKS 

93 RILISIDE ·; LONDON N,W,10 
Phone: EL<lar 3230 Cebl es: SUPERB USED, LONOON 

Complete unbroken sequence of 194'1i Nelson Lees from No, 1 to 81 l ess 
copies of 1st New Series in Nelson 7 copies, mint condition . 
Lee - ¥.int Condition from 1 /5/26 - 28/ 1/30 - a/7/3 1 ff, 

18 1/30 £15 
Nelson Lees 1933. 1-25 liint . 

Sexton Blake Libraries ~ 147, 148, Set 37/6 
149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 155, 156, 

Bound Volume Union Jacks . 1446-157, 158, 1st Series, 1920 
Vintai,e , 3/- each . 1471 Mint Condition, £3-10-0 

A fo" Sexton Blake Libs as above - 20 i'£gnets between 538 and 1094 
no covers. 2/6 each same Vint age , 70/ -
1920. 

Bound volume of ll<Je:, !~6, 1908 
12 Different Collectors Miacellanys No covers. Exchange for Rc-d 
fec..turing 0,B .B, Published by the Magnets - Pre 1914. 
late Joe Parks. 2/ -

6 of oaah Big Comic Puck, Cooic 
100 Magnets - some duplic ati on 
1500/1682 ff, 

Lif e all published pro 1920. 12/6 

U.S, k . l!as,,zines 1928/40 . True 
Billy Buntor of Greyfriars School Detect ive, Amazing /.stoun diilg , 
by F. Richerds 2/- Wonder. 36/- per dozen, 

CASH WITH ORDm , !OSTAGE EX'l'!'Jl 

Boys' Own Annuals. Poor condition - 1, 8, 26; fair 
condition - 6, 20; good conditi on - 3, 9, 11. 
Few pages ctissing, Offers for 'l ot . 
ROBERTS, 196, SlllllWOOD PI.RK RO/Jl, NITC!WI, SURREY 
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Editor : BERBERT LECKEtlBY, 
12 Herbert StI'llet, 
Hull Road , Ycrl<. 

er 

c/o YORK DUPLICAT!llG SERVICES, 
12A The Shambles , York . 

FROM THE Eo1roR·s CHAIR -'============================== 
Wi shing all t he members of tile 
Bl'Othe r hood of Happy Hours , at 
Home and Abroad , a very Good 

Christmas and a Pro spe r ous New Year . 

* * * 
1,jiZ:•;('RAJlLE YEAR: 1'/o are nearing the end of our eleventh year ; once 
again it 's been o. year of progress . Several new members hnve ~:;ii..'"!.Gd 
our r ,mks : l 've had the pl ea sure of meeting some of them and tho onl y 
regret is th ey didn •t join oar lier. lie have had four v i sitoro fl"Om 
overseas , Brian Holt f rom Ice l and , Bill lluobard from Kenya , Leslie 
Rowley from Jnpan en:l Bernard Thome from Canada. Impressive recoi •d 
tho.t , ;,cu knm1. 

Thc!l it has been my good fortune to wel cor,e mar.;r v i si tv.-s to 
York. 'iihat thrills I 'vo had whm I •ve cau@lt sight of some f:!,iliar 
fieure at the station , c.r l ooked for clues from someone I 've beon 
nee t ing for the fir st ti 1.ll. May t here be ma..11Y, many mor e such 
occasicns in the f uture. It 's so good to report that we have los t 
no mecbers by death this year . Le.st year , unfortunatel y, t here \tare 
three . 

Ther o ar e stirring ovmts to come , t oo. There ' s t he fight f or 
the Greyfriars Silver Jubilee Cup , r,<l t.'1a cel ebration of the bi rt h o:t 
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the Magnet it se lf , As I have sai d the February C, D, is to be a bumper 
n=bcr . In connection vi th thi s I am sure I can be por<ioned i f I sl ip 
in a busin ess note . This month a lar ge numbe:::-of I:ia!lbers rem,11 t heir 
subs f or & year ly or f year ly per i od, ~Ino· I request that they add 
1/6 to cover cost of this ext m special one. I am sure those who are 
not Hsmiltcnians won!t begrudge this , for it would not be prac t ica l to 
celeb rat e wi th an extra nur.iber. 

JUld please get dew t o art i cl es sui t able fo r the occasio n . 

* * * * 
THE MalllAL: Down at the Dupli cati ng fl8ency as I wr it e , t ho f"gGS are 
being run off and I el!l busy addressing th e s t ack of envel opes . The 
covor this year i s to be of gold en hue , Sinc e I las t wrot e I ' vo 
roceivod 11Thc Prefec t s of St . Fro.nk1s 11 and 11The Story of John Croa.:10y11 

bot i1 by Jack Wood. You' ll soe a fu ll list of cont ents on anothe r page . 
ilow I at t he tine of writi ng thcro aro about 30 regulars who !lave 

not ac tually order<>d, However, wmn placing my order I took the r is k 
of including tllem, It happens every year and , no doubt , t hey took it 
for grant ed I s houl d do so , AI,yway, t o savo me writ ing each one 
in<i.ividua'.ly , I 111 tol<IJ it I shall be srua in sending one unl ess I hear 
to the contrary . I should , however , prefe r to hs ;i:, c lin e scying , 
"Wl'..y, of CO\.ll"'.JC. 11 

* * * * 
A ;mtPING !1/JID: In las t year ' s ./m.'lual , Bob Gray of Church St r atton , 
expressed " vish t o obttln n copy of "MeITY and Brig.'1t " of sor..ctioo in 
1918 whic :1 cont:.tincd ~ lot t er he rod writ t en t o tho edi t or . He had 
been tryin g to get hol d of i t for over 25 yoors . Well , I must confess 
I t hought hi3 chance waa rather renot e , as pr e-war collies are somewhat 
sca-Y-Co. :iowever , one never lmows in our li ttle worl d. In a let ter 
r ecently , Bob t old :,e it md been sent to him by Maurice Kut ner and i t 
arrived aT.nctly 39 years to t he day f ro m the one i t was published . 
\las Bob pl eased? I ' 11 say he was . In his l et te r he exclaim ed, ·~fho 
sa.ys collecto r s ' don •t h·elD each ot her ? I' ll say t ooy do. " 

He also expressed his grati t uie to Bill Lofts who, tho~ he 
could not supply a copy of the paper itse lf, had offered to give him a 
co:,y of t he l ette r . I hazard a guess Bill hd got hol d of the f il e in 
tb3 Bri t ish Muscw,, That ' s a t ;;pi cnl a'Co'l!llplc of the Brother hood at 
l1ork, tm kind of 1:r.i."lg which ll!l':lcnsely i)loases 

Yours sin ceroly , 
HE!UlERT LECralllY 



Dear J.lr. Leckenby, 

LE'l'l'ER BOX 

A NEW FAJl- 1'.AG FOR YOU 

From: Arthur llacLean , 
P. B. P. 
11, Ol d Bond St ree t, 
London , li. 1. 

liove:nber 2';)t h, 19~7 . 

As you MY have heard rumoured , I em beg inning a new 
fa.'l-oa,;a:ine t o be called 'Tl'.E !llJ(ER STREET GAZh'TTE' • The fir ~-o i,,sue 
will be in Jan uary , 1958. It will be printed , have photogr aphi c 
i ll ust.-at i on , and will be mailed to subscribers. I t t1il l se ll at 1/6d 
c copy, and cover SEX'roN BLAKE and SHERLOCK HOLlfill, !IBU,O!i ~ c,1d 
DIXON HA1''KB, who I would call t he ' Big Four ' of det ec t i•re f ict~ on , 

I would be very gra teful for anyt.'1ing y ou r-.:L.;ht be 
abl e to do in the way of drawi."'lg your readers ' at tenti on to 1210 new 
r.:ta[ilzi!"4e , and would be pleased if you would reserve a o!le i;ho13 i,..:-\t:e 
o.dvert is e:i.ent f or me in the Jan\.t:lry i ss ue . 

Yours sincere l y , 

ARTlilJR Mb.CL&\.~ 

SP.LE OR EXCHANGE FI!iE jJQlJ!iD WORKS: 

Tllrille r: llo. 1 t o 125 in 5 Mtch ing volumes 35/ - per vol ur,a. 
The Set: £8 10" . 0d , ~ : 1614-1 636 £2 7s . 6d; 165'7- 1G63 
£2 7s . 6d; 1£64-1 683 £2; The l ot: £6 10s. Od. Old and i.ieu wn tlon: 
6 volumes and maps £ 1 • 
.2.!L.Q!Tor.: ~ Xr..1s Double lfo. 367 (bound) ; Boy::; F.t:;i~ : 
1;0. 485 11Momrtain Adve::turers" ; No. 493 °School boy Rebell i m~" both by 
¥=tin Cl iffo r d , 1924 lio!i day Annual . 
Loose: Thril.l erc m:rl 1d :\m and Fiction - as ci.nt . 
tll!::'i'ED: _Gre·rfria,r~ ~ • .Q.1§.. coverloss ones (if otherwise coi,pl ete) 
welco:ie . Pre 1934 Nrienet ru.?18 or col lections . Pre-war Sexto:i 31.akes. 
S,A.E . _g;I ;;cu,l'WJX. ERIDFORr. 

* * * * * 
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fJfot hi Cll nut 

conciucted by JCSEP!IINE l'ACKl-'.AN 
Z7 Archdale Road, Eost Dulwich, London, S .E. 22 

I have quite a lot tc cra:n bto oy allottod space this :aonth , 
which means 1!rJ r Glll8l'ks must be brief . 

Firstly. I would liko to thank el l t ho so who have so kindly 
supplied material for Blakiana during the pas t twelve 1tonths. I do , 
of co=e , lo ok forward to your conti nued l oyal support throug hout the 
cotring year . It wuld also be pleasing to re ceive material fro :ii more 
contributors , and so ease the burden of tho fe.,. 

And now, I rill t ake this opportunity of wishing a ll IIIY readers 
"A iierrJ Christmas" and "A Happy Uew Year. 11 

l!o. 1041 
II 1064 
" 1098 
" 1157 
" 1225 
" 1226 
• 1227 
" 1365 
II 1}50 
" 1383 
" 1497 
" 1531 

JOSIE PACKIW! 

* * * * * 
NY TWELVE FAVOL'RITE \J"llIO!! JAC'£. (BLA.l(E) ST<RIES 

fa sel dcted by Olive lirigh t 

The Hawk of the Peak . G. H. Teed 
The Street of Many Lanterns ........... ....................... .... .. G. F.. Teed 
The Uizard of Wurtz A. Skene 
Tl.a i·iys tery of i•!rs . ilerdell 1 s Xmas Pudding .... G. Evans 
The Temple of Many Visi ons G. F.. 'feed 
Doowed to the Dragon. . ...................................... G. iL Teed 
The i!cuse of t he lfooden Iooterns ... ..... G, H. Teed 
The Jfdstl et oe !:ilk r~tery G. Evans 
The I'°IB.SqUe of Time G. Evans 
The Brut e of Scigon ....... _ ... G, H, Teed 
The Blood Brot hers of !fun-Jiu.. . .. . G. H. Teed 
The Land of Lost Men. . . ... .R. llardinge 

* * * * * 
HOW'S YCUR HEEORY (~l.£....22. 

By E, V. Coper;,;;n 

THE SPIRIT OF C;JRISTNAS 
,nw.t i s huppin oss? 
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Life, to ir.any people , is one long hysterical vain search · far 

happiness , You will see them, f aded wrecks of beautiful girls , pale 
nervous young mm; t hey have searched fo r a happiness supposed t o be 
f ound through indulgence in their own petty whill:a and fancies , 

But is there any greater pleasure than the thr ill to be fel t when 
one sees tba gratitude in the eyes of another for some gift or help? 
In t he eyes of the poor ll8Il for the gif t of money thet will meen a 
crust of bread to his starving children , In tho eyes of the sick 
person, alone in his · oo.1.room or ward , when he looks up to see tr.at he 
has at leas t one friend ·.ho can sacri fic e some little time to choor hi.in 
in his loneliness. 

In our busy ,-ork-n-da,y lives we forget the pleasure of giving , 
and are apt re.th er to seek the easie r modes of re l axat i on af ter our 
daily toil .. . . but a t Christi:ias, perhaps , one does think more of the 
pleasure of helping others . 

A:3 we sit befo re our cosy fires li ster.i."lg to the wind hoirlic',; 
outside and ble><ing the snow abcut, everyone of us has t.'10'-'!,ht: ",',hl 
If I were a millionaire , wrot pleasure I could give now! I '1ottl.d 
WB.'lder from street t o street le aving behind r.,e a path of gratitude . " 
The very thought of it giving us exquisite pleasure. 

We ccll it t he Spirit of Christmas. 

,mo iffiOTE TES A:SOVE M!SSAGE? 
The message I have quotes above appeared in tm pages of tl'.s 

SEiCTO:I :aLA.l(E LIERAi!Y. I wonder how msny readers can recall ar.d iden ­
tify it? 

~ the final co:rtributi on t o the 11How 1s Your Memory" scrioo f or 
1957, we will for once refrain from withholding the answer . 

It was written by the Edi tor of the S.B.L . and appeared on the 
fu·st :page of Special Christmas Issue No. 105 (t'irst Series) i.ssuod 
December , 1919 , . 

In that same issue appeared a "powerful l ong Christmaa Novel of 
Sexton Blake , Tinker a.'ld Pedro" called FIVE YEliRS 1.Fl'ER. Even in 1919 
t.'lis story was a reprint, tho~ I ao not aware where it appeared 
pre,i.ously . 

In bis introductiou , tne Edi tor stated : "This is probably the 
most popular Cbristo,-.s N~vel that has ever boon wri tt en . I t W/!3 

puolished originally in 1908, and later it was dramatised 1md pl,zyed 
in theatres all over Engl.am . In response to many and r epeated 
requests , I am publ ishing it this Christmas , as I f eel sure that even 
those readers who have read it ":>efor~ rill revel in it, for it is a red 



----------- 324 - - --- - -----
Christmas story . The opiri t of Chris tmas envelopes every page ." 
(llote : This story was wri tt en by 11. Murrey Graydon. J.P.) 

* * * * * 
A11S11ER TO TEASER lio, 8 (Oct ober 1957 C.D. ) 

I am wondcrillg if ,my of you ruiced .t.."lthony i."kene as the writer. 
Sl<cne always fea tured Inspecto r Coutt s end he is no longer wri til' .g 
Sexton Blake sto ri es . J.nd the in clus ion of the little Japanese •• •••• 

Woll , it wasn 't Anthony Skmo . 
:lo, too aut hor was WALTER ED\i!uUX'J and the st ory fran wi ch t ho 

six quotetions wore aade wr.s THE JIEWSPAP.'l\-SELLIB •s Sreru:T which 
c?pcerod in s.s.L . 2nd Sories , No, 6Z[ in June , 1938. 

JJJJ far the extrn ct s , No. 1 11as sca tb r ed over JlG6" 2, No. 2 was 
on pogo 14, nnd Nos. 3 a.'ld 6 wore fro u1 t ho endings t o clulpt ero 17, 18 
a.-id 19. 

Quite c good y,,rn . The "cl ues " for i dentifi catio n were c-.ainly 
in the charac t ers - rlso the eli.ntl.mtion of tho modern r.ut hors during 
·t!bs course of the arti cl e . 

The writer has a feeli.'1€ that Wal tor :?.dwarda would be acc eptab le 
t o t he pcesent s. B.L. Editar, but alas , Mr. Edwards - like so ?CM.If of 
t.'te 11old bri gede11 - is no longer ,,d.th us. And that is our los s . 

* * * * * 
Oll 'roffi ll!T!l SE:Wll 3LAJ(E 

By Walte r 11e0b 

This i s a case of Sexton Blake in t he fmous city of Vienna following 
t ho disastrous event s of the f:L.-st world war wh:ln dea t h end despa ir 
cl ouded t i"e beautiful ci ty and starvation caused t he deat h of mmbei,­
l oss victim . Blalce 1s caso,-book di vul g,,s only rare instences of his 
acti viti es i.'1. Vienna, a.~ our t our of the once known "Queen Citytt or 
Centr e.I Europe deals with the most importcnt of hia assigments th:lr e . 

Introducing those f amous ch,..racters , Gr ani t e Grnnt, of the 
Driti sh Secret Ser'lice end !-!ader.t<>iselle Juli e , of the Frencn Secret 
Sel'"Vice, affectiona tely reww bered by 2:my ol d- ti.""1ors; the sto ry was 
published in March 1923 (no . Z/8 First Seri es) under t he title of 

(:!O. 3) 'i'EE CASE OF TIIE C.llJARfil GIJlk Aut:10r - Pierre Qui.roul e 

Storie s of th e hunt for buried treasure)i ,Jlllve beoo t:1e novelists 
delight for many years; in fee t, so avi:!ly has ho seized upon this so 

,f 
I 
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fascinating theme as a means of ent ertaining his r eade r that ha hllB 
well -nigh done the subje ct to death ; yet that fascination still 
prevai l s tod..ay, albeit much dimoed by reason of the r adi cal ohangos 
that have occurred in th e standard anl. variet'J of our entel'tai,,.J:l8ll t, 
This i s t.oe story , i:artly feet, of the Hapsburg treasure - of till 
attoopt of th e revolutionists , in Novamber 1918 , to ~ posoessi on 
of it ll!ld of h0<1 Sexton Blske ceme to ha•re a hand in t he unearthing 
of it, &ck then , to Vi enna, t o t hose t hankful days fol l owi.-oe the 
cesoa ti on of hostilit i es between the Alli es and G<>rma.,y. 

Count Ctto Stral sund was a moober of King Carl •a entouraco a.'ld 
on very int imato torn.a lli th th e a:iperor . When Cari, having failod to 
win ei t her th e confidence or respec t of his peopl e , was forced to fleo 
wit h his suite from the Palace of Schonbrunn to t he r::ore fri andly 
ernbrace of Switzerland and her subjects, he t ook with him tho for.!OU3 
Hapsburg Jcwels hiddoo in trunks. It was only when thoy were on t ho 
train that it was di acovercd that one of th e t=lk.s ·,,as crl.ssiJ'lg, 
Count Otto w,,s i ns tructed to r eturn t o the pal ace ar..d get i t, !Io """ 
e.ocompanied by his daughter , Dalma, and a serva.>1t, a mm P.a:c.ed !im>.s 
Dietri ch, But rev oluti on had broken out in Vi enna, end t he:, 110,:0 

unablo to ful fil their mission . The Count and his set"'ran t ca1ri.od 
too trunk awo.y to bury it, af ter which Dietri ch ste bbad und !:il lcd 
th e Count, possess ed hin:solf of th e paper on which deW ls of fuo 
hi.di.".lg--placo of t he treasure was given , anl. red o good his csc.e;,o, ,Inc, 
as tho as sass in r an , so Dolma waited in the palac e for the r ~t,;m of 
t ho father sho would never see alive agair, . 

From a window high up in the llurgthe a te r, Granite GrOilt, d t h 
?-1adelliOise ll e Julie close to his side , vatdled as Vi ew.a so et ::ed in 
r evolt . Secret Service a gents , th ey 1<ere enj oyine t he tri lllO',!ili for 
which eac.'1 had striven - that of the victory of their coimtr; aec.i.nGt 
Geman and Austrian aggression , Tbe revoluti onist mobo f i ll ed the 
Ballplatz - th e llhit3hall of l'ienna - an:! spro r.d across t ho Vol!'.ll­
garten cergi.>1g over i..-lto the Burg-Ring, llhen it bec<ll'-e obvi ous to 
Grant that t he mob int ended to raid the pslaco of th o oo,pc,ror , !lo made 
a hurried rendezvous :iith Julie, and ran down th& wide stair case of 
t.oe gr eat building in th e ,eke of t ho revolut i oni sts . Dar-tine acroos 
the road and making a detour of tho Hofburg , he camo out int o tho 
Oporn-Ring. Foll oui :ig his progress , we soe ~.itl gain the Scn..dek 
Gasse and fro m ti 1ero t o the I·~ahi lf er Strass e . great ohop!U-JiG 
highway of VieP.na and one of its l ongest t horoui;hfaro s . Reac;ring 
Schonbrunn anl. th e green l awns of t ha Vorpark ahead of the oob inten t 
on lifting t he treasure of t he J!nrsburg )lonarchy , the va). uo of uhioh 
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vas beyond the purchase of money, Grani to Grant {lllined t he courtyard 
of the pelace as the revo lu .tioniats surged up the Scbwender Gosse . 
Pressed agains t one of the upper windows l>3 saw th e fnce of n gl r l 
:,-a;-.orkably 11.ko t hat of Julie . ActuDlly , it >BS tha t of DalM , 
on.d.ously e,,aiti.ng her fa t her, not knowing t hat ho hod just been 
:issossina ted by lliotrich . Cri:nt doshed up the far,ous "llluo Stops " 
of Schonbxunn Palace, but after a hurried s oarch in cluding on inspoo­
tion of th o Nil.lion RoOI> ond the Cobolin Room, he failed to find the 
girl a:ld vocatod tho building as the cob surged the Vorpolk and storc>­
od tho palac e . 

Il:lloo , having quit tod too pcl.'.,.ce 11lso, vas found ;randering in 
tho streets of 'l i snna by a Herr Gertner , 11 professor of dancing , and 
booa,:ie known es Hel ens Cartne r . In gratitude to his generosity to­
,rerds her sha danced a t night caborots to augc ent bis reduc ed incor,o . 
Both eho ond her bro ther m,ore to be rovmged upon Dietrich fo r bis 
troaci:e ry . 

\,'hon Richard Com,ey, a wel l -know London impresario , saw Dalm 
dnncil'.g at one of tilo cabarets , he appro 11ched her with a view to 
obtci!li.,g hor consent t o danco a~ t oo Huts and Wine Caberot in 
Piocedilly - n now club he wee soortly opening in London, SooLn.g a 
ring on Com,cy I s fine)r which she reco1"lised as having onco bcl ongod 
to her fa ther , she v3s intri8uod to diooover thst ho hod bouellt it 
froc an Italian ,:a,,:ed Andrea !l'.orello, i:ho touellt French ond Co=n at 
a translation bureau in Sergoont •s Inn , just of f Fl eet Street . A 
:refusal of Com,ey 1s proJX>sal. woe quickly changed to a complionco , ond 
so it = about that :lolJ!ia became a popular entortoiner at t re !,uts 
and iiil>.e Ct.barat ·.:hm its doors vore t: ll"Olal open in invite.ti on to tho 
publi c . At llc.loo!a roql!es t Com,cy unhes itatingl y gnva her broth er 
Hoi.'lrich , o pos t as voi t or in th o c lu\>. Not knowing Mor ello she 
decided to keep watch in th e hopo t het Diotrich miellt put in an 
appearanco . A lli:Jiiov in }litre Court nttrected her nttent ion ; it 
oocurred to her t:,.st she could koep >mtcb on the window of the Elite 
Tmnslatio n llurenu without ri sk of observatio n could she gain acc ess t o 
it . I t bolo!l89d t o an nrtis t nr.:::ed !lasil Wilbrow, ond acting on the 
sp,n- of the CJODent, llhi3 ssked hie to :iclnt her portrai t . As Wilbrow 
:ior ked so llal..ma kept obse::-1ation on the wi..'ldow opposite . iler 
p.,tience wns rewnrdod when she saw Dietrich suddenly nppoar et tha 
willdow. 

In :ngl.nnd under the assuced = of Robert Jr.nsen , Dietrich 
11entod to nlicit F.orello ' s llSois tanoe in unsuthing the trecsure , end 
in order to ins pire the ltal i.cn to join forc as .:ith hin: , 3:xr.od hin: 
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the Carl oqitz Pendant, one of th> jewels of the llnpsb\ll'g r egalia , In 
hfa gre ed Morello endeavoured to gain possession of the priceless 
j ewel; a q1l'lrr<ll ensued and Morello was kill 9d . Delmn , appearing on 
the scene of the crilno a.'ld about to enl!Ct vengeance on Dietrich , was 
nt tncked by the murder er with a heavy paper- weight , and in seli' 
defence sho was forced to shoot him. 

Whm, distraueh t, she destroyed th> punting WilbroW had nlr.os t 
finished , it brought Sexton Blake on the scene , for the aiti.st , much 
incensed by the aot of vandali se , sought the crimin ol ogiS t 1s advice . 
A se"'1ingly trivial case , tmre were many in t er esting little points 

!bout th e affsir tha t Blake was prompted to investicnte . Not tho 
l eas t interesting bit of infonn ati on ""s tha t Madnr.le Lefevre - cs 
\lilbrow •s clien t had introduced herself - was amazingly lilm Eadcmoi ­
scllo Julie in appearance; and Blake had a ver; whole some admration 
for the l ovely a."1d courageous French girl ! 

When Heinrich heard f rom his si stcr of the double killine c,t the 
Elite Tr81l3lati on Bureau his fir st thought was to obttin the oon,Lont 
a.'ld paper giving detai ls of the exact spot where t he trc ,cSurc uan 
buried . He was int errupted by Blake , but flinging a t,iblecloth over 
tm detocti vo's hoad am tripping him up at tl m same n:omc1'!.t, Hci:trioh 
escaped , but los t th> precious paper in hi s hurried exi t fro m tho 
building , to be found by Blake a little late r. The ful l si(l11ifiru."1ce 
of fu e O)pel'Olltly mmi.'lingl ess wri t ing on tho p&per was ,ndo ,,ldn t o 
tho dotecti ve -.oon he met t he danseuse and heard how t,cr fathor h;;_:l 
boen r.:urdored by the treac herous Ilana Diet ri ch . The police , lc.c.'d.ng 
eey ooncl usi ve evidence that a third party had been 1,resent et ti., 
double murder a t Ser g,aant •s Inn , had formed the the ory th .'..lt the r.,en 
he.d killed each other , and Blake advised Dalma t o forget tho ;x:.rt n:ia 
had pleye d in the affair . 

The clue he possessed t o the tre 11sure\ tlwn cl a imed Bl clrn' G 
whole at tention , and when he met Jul i e unexpect<.>dly ut the ,iut<, MU. 
Wine Cabaret t hoy exchm ged conf idenc es , although Julie nnivoly 
ollowed Blake tD do most of the t alld.ng and fo,:,bore in r otu.rn to 
revcu onything which T.ight have been advantageous to th e detacti ve 
in hiB invostigations . To her secret delight , Bloke evon r ev-oaled 
the fac t that he had the paper giving too hiding _plac e of tho t:roa­
suro trunk, and won't so fDr as to give her ~nos t tho prccfov dot.ail s 
writtm on it . Alcloet, because knowing his Julie and her air of 
ossuoed art le ssness , Blake lmew she would lose no time in tolline 
Grant of her triu:nph, after whi ch the ptlr would lose little time in 
possessing th ernselvos of the tr easure . But having given her ono ctr 
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two f el se directions, Blak e relaxed in the !mow l edge tt .at neither she 
not Grant could beat him to the spot where the trunk lcy hiddm. 
There fore , as the friendly r ivals converged upon Vienna in tho final 
stages of the !runt t ho cards wer e all in Bl oke ' s f avour . 

As he and Tirlker reached Salzburg , Granite Grant was en rou te to 
Constant in opl e (now Istanbul). Dey fo llowed day as tr.e en!;ine 
snorte d i t s way serons the little Bal.ksn Ststes . Across the scorching 
'Thraci:Jn plain ; pest the sea of ,mmo ra , shimmering li ke a plateau of 
tk' r,ll.e bluish-gr een , thr ough a bre ach in the crumbling mediaeval wall s 
o'r Byzantium into Constantinopl e . 

On reaching the Elnbassy, Grant found a wire fro1:1 Julie ewd ting 
him, bid ding him j oin her i n Vienna , Having discovered Blake I s 
d.L""ecti ons inaccurate , Jul i e had, nevertheless , managed to hit on tho 
trail of a man whose ambitions ran parallel to their own. She bad 
f ollo-.,ed him to t he Hietzinger Fri edhof Churchyard ruxl saw him 
secrching about amongst the tombstones. When, eventually , Grant was 
broU!'J,t face to face with the s trmger, he recognised him as a young 
Aust r i,J,-, he had net during the wor. His name was Von Bruer, am his 
(!UBSt for the trensure was sol ely in the interests of Dal"'"· and 
?.oin..~ah . 

But when Gr ent and Jul ie did une:,rlh the trunk all thcy found 
insi de wcs a heap of ste nos and dL'1;, pl us a card bearing Sexton 
Blr.ke 1u com;,J.irr,,nts! C..oostionod L'l London later by bis two indignant 
friends , Blake doaiod lmwlodge of the wheresbouts of the t reasure , 
cporl fro m conf essing t hat he hod boon wit h Von Bruer whm t he latter 
dU& it up, but xtl not waited for it to be opened . Not for t he first 
tir .a bro Bl.c.ko been i n " posit i on u:ien i g:ioronce was by far t he bett er 
policy to fo~l ow. The destL'l3ti on of t he H.0 .psburg j C',el s was u :natt or 
of whic!l he preferred to !mow nothing cbout . 

ll,\l:'J£D: i1c.gnets 400/600 , 1000/1300. Gems 1/9<YJ, 1250/ 1450 
prefornbly bound. Your pric o of e.~c=eos . Wri to a.i= ,il . 
CHAPJ.ES Y.AN RFliEN, BOX 50, Ul'ru!l!AGE, SOU'lli A.,"RICA. 

IUfTED: Mag,,ot s , Goms, all years butirof cre.bly pro 1925. Holidzy 
Aruruo.ls , s.o.Ls (Grcyfriars stories) . M,y c :mdition connidcre d but 
prico DUSt be r casorob l e . 
li . GORWI, 113 NE\/IliGTON GRml ROAD, LOi;])()N 11.1 . 

* * * * * 



HAMILTONIANA 
compil ed by Horbert Leckonb)' 

Frank Richards t olls me that thor o will bo e short llunto:r ntory 
in th o Christ1:llls n1ll:lber of "Tim, and Tide , " 

* * * 
liho would ruqiect to find a flash of Hnrail tonia in a wlll'-tire 

convoy to Russia? Magnetites will find nostalgic pleasure amid t ile 
shot an d shell of tho February So>rlon Bl.nkc Library enti tl ed "Th:> 
Sea Ti 5ur s" by Peter Saxon, Remember ••••• Pet e r Sn.xon is on old 
Magneti t a frora wey back . 

* * * 
t!Oil SOME J;RTICLES WITH $(Jj,JE CHRIST.IAS m ,:oRliS 

Do You Remrobcr? By Roi;er M. J c]@]!!. 

Jlo. 27 - Boys ' Friends 1175:: 1180 - The Texas Lick Ser ie a 

Qui t c a number of American charact ers appeared at Ch......rl os 
lla.-:!ilton' s schools from t ime to time , and very f <M of t:, .:,,:i 1,-c:rc in 
ony " "Y a credit 1Xl t he United Sta t es . Certainly one of t ho :!lllst 
str<...Jci..,ig was Te:ms Lick whom too Fisticlll. Four had .mcount crcd dt:ril,g 
t heir l ong Cailo'.ldi@ visit in 1923. 

Te.-ros Lick was rather l lke Fis her T Fish in his sup r o,,o cont oc1_;,i 
fo r tho bcckward country in whic.>i he we.s obliged t o obtain bis 
oducdi.on , but opart from t hat tner e wns li ttl o rcs cmbl i,ncc bct:loon 
too t uo charact , rs . T'ne Rookwood schoolboy was tho .:,buJ.li ent , 
adYenturous son of a milli o11P.iro, yot thi s ~de him no :noro .:.ttr::..ctivo 
then Fis h because ~·tlth all his ent erprise there was n not e of Cj:tloiM 
and hru-dness tha t i;:ado hiI, qui te repulsive , Tubby f.!uffin ,ms r,d .tc 
sorry for having fatu ously offered to take hit! in hnnd e.nd ci viliDO 
hie . 

Ji m;/ Silver in his good- natured wny asked h:i:i chums if they 
could stond the Ar::ler ican juni or over the Chri s tI:.as holidnys to sa ve 
hiJ:i from having to rera.'lin on n t Rookwood on bis own, but t he arumer 
to his mqui ry ·(ra.s an emphatic ::1egative. These preli...cri.nt\ries , houover, 
turned out to be quite superflu ous , for Tex"5 Lick i.::vited hinsclf , 
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and all fi Vu of thee were oventual.ly ins t alled at Jil!cy Silver ' s home, 
where there was in due course yet anot her Ghost of the Priory. 

Tha author never intended that Texas Lick should be likeab l e, 
but m did not grudge hiL tha attrilmtes of courageousness and 
and res ourcefulness. lie successfully roped in a n:ad bull at Rookwood 
(a foot w!iich eorned him a pardon for having lassoocd Hr, Dal ten just 
beforehnnd) , he refused to be intimidated when Lovell r,asqueradod es 
the ghost of t he FTiory, ~n:l he wna <iliac instrucmtru. in savi.'lg Mr. 
Silver froo being cheated of a t bousnm pounds . 

Nr. Silver was an art col lector , but , like many people in those 
hard tilI:es , he was feeling the pinch an d had decided to sell a 
Tintoretto to a dealer for t hat snount . Texas Lick opin ed. tha t 
whilst Mr. Silver was a wiae = , the purchaser must have been a mug 
to pey so much for such a daub. His :iJ:lpudence was , ho\i'ever, forgiven 
when, by a neat piece of tracking in the snow, he discovered t hnt the 
l".llil who had called to collect t oo pointing 11as an ir,poster . This 
Christmas story constituted tm oost pleasan t m.unber in t oo se ri es . 

Buck a t School again in 1924 the series belJ!lll to deteri orate . 
Texas Lick encountered a ce.rds:inrp 0:1 the train { the ubi quitous 
Ccptain Punte r ) , ond turned the table s on hie, only to find t.hat n<r 
one had eny admiration for his running . lie became more ond core .Jill 
unpopul.'.'.X until eventu:tlly the cra sh came; in an odd sort of a tole " 
he induc ec. too Fistical Four to eccom,a.">y l::iJn to Brighton on a spree , 1} 

wit hout leave , The resul t was a flogging apiece - excep t for Truces 
Lick , . ~ho decided to lc cve Rookwood precipitately , and tho ol d school 
kneu :u.:_ no core . 

T'no To:res Lick series was L11 r:ore senses than one a hE..."lg()ver 
froo th o l ong CIJJ1'.ldion se ri es . The decisi on had o.ll!lost been !l>lde to 
l ccvo too Fistical Four in Canada pcr.ull.1ently , am their eventlL'.ll · 
r ot ur:1 to Rookwood ;,erhc:ps found the c.uthor a li ttl e out of touch, lik e 
the jueu.o..'"S 11ilo hcd been abse:it for so long . But this wes not the end 
of t ho Rook.cod stories in the Boys I Frimd , and there were stil l some 
e,ood thi.ni,, in s t ore f or reod ora whon Texoe Lick finally departed fron 
tho Rookwocd scero . 

* * * * * 
LET'S BE CCWTRDVEaSIAL 

(In this se ri es , Eric Fayne touches en cartci:l i.a tt ors of i nteres t t o 
students of th o Hw.il.ton po.;,ers . lie gives his own vie-.,s superf icially. 
If :,ou will uri te to him, o..-q,rcssi ng your opinions on tho topics he 
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discusses, he will sUI:llr.£lrise readers ' views in a future issue of the 
C.D.) 
No, 9. W!!ICR wrnE THE :9EST CHRISTHA.S :IUM3ERS'? 

Could a good Y.mas talo be staged at t he schools, or 1ma it 
preferable to feature a J:8rly held elsewhere? 'ihich were tho worst 
Chrisbnas numbers? 

In my opinion , the Ga:, ' s best Cl!ristmma nll!Lbers cane between 
tro blue covers ; tre il!a!!Jlet • s , ve-ry many years l a t er . Tho Gw • s 
Christ . .as stor i es pleycd out at St . Jim ' s were (a) Binks pleying 
~ost . (b) Mr. Selby ' s gt>,St playing ghost . (c) "Hobody ' s .Study" . 
( d) "The Shadov of the P3St" - an Out. am Story. ( e ) The Christmas 
bm'r.i.n€'-out. Of these A, B snd C were very fine stories, r.1ndo 
outs t a.,ding by a seasona ble eerie qi.:.slity; in fa ct "Nobody1s study" 
is a great favourite of Irine . The Outram yarn hc•d its r,oriont s , but 
it lscked something tl!l t the others possessed , ond of ccurse , it 
appeared in i91 7, a not pnrt icul arly sparkling t iEie for th e Goo. Tm 
barr:i.ng--out tales were good of their type , but 11 barring-out at 
Clu'is tmas seemed badly tiL1ed. 

;~ favourite of all th e Gem I s Christmas issues contr..ined "The 
i·;ystery of the Painted Rooo", which moons I preferred t1:c Xi:D.s tnles 
to be sUl&ld awey fron tre school s, In my view, th e Ge:, nevor ~ 
presented e Christmas story to equal "Pointed Roa: " ,:hich e,,poo:roo 
in 1913. True, mnny later f estive seasons wore spen t a t East.: ood 
House - a CEr.?orable one occurring during the Tom Mer ry-C srd011 feud -
but they were spoil ed for ne by being staged on th e c=-oth soclo of 
n iiollywood musicol , introducing cha.mete rs from here , there fl.lld 
everywhere in Hamiltonia . Of course , fo.r too ;:r.iany Gem YJ."-."!S stories 
Ye:te written by substitute writers . 

T"ne oddest G<,n Xnc.s number I recall was in 19 10 , when c. doubl e 
nunber c~ntcined "Levison, t!E Schoolboy Datect iv e", a shortish , 
quite unscasonabl3 St . JiD ' s yarn, A recl. Chri stmas story e.ctu:!lJ.y 
o.ppem-ed later tJ,e sac.e year , 

The Hagnet red so many spankine Cliristm2.a series t hat it is 
difficult to deci de on too best. In early da;{S there were a fe11 

st:1800 at the school , but t hey were slight , epi sodic affai r s , ui th 
t.00 exception of "Drtmaed Out of Greyfrinrs 11 which wt:.S unsoo.soruilil e 
end a poor choice for Christms. None of the early Ma,;net Christnases 
reached t ho quali t'J of "Nobody ' s Study", end are hardly worth 
considering, 

But in le.ter years ,;e ccw.d eJ.""]s rely on a =s t erpieoe at 
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Christiras in tho l'.agnet . I liked to spenl ey Chri st mas at Wharton 
Lodge, and I place first the se ries with Bunter hiding away i n the 
attic - follow ed closoly by Bunter in the well a t Mauleverer Towurs, 
and Cavandsle Abbey a close third . 

I did not like Yul etide at sea , and possib ly because it s t arred 
r:tlnor chara ct ers , wes not ver y keen on Yuletide i.>l the i!ighl,,nds , 

For sheer s~ple charo , I think that 11To:n f1e:rry'a Christmas " t he 
Goo, •s first Chri.stces nwber , tekes a l ot of beating . 

It' s jUBt my point of vie11. What' s yours ? 

* * * * 
CON'IBO\'ffiSIAL ECHOE:5 

No. 7. Can a:ey critici sm be l evelled e t t he reforoetion of Vernon­
S:ni t h and Levison? 

HA.'i..ltY B?.OSTER writes: - "That Vernon-Sru.th wes t!E counterpart of 
Lu!'1ey- Lucley i s matte r of pers one.l opinion . That t!Eir ear ly msdee~.s 
were on a p:i.r as far as actuel. vil...l!a.u:y was concerned, yes , but t hat 
i 3 ti.s fro.· us it goes . Verno~ m..ithr's reformation was farcical. He I 
lapsed too often into his foroer bad habi t for any refon,ati on. On 
t he ,mole, he oould not be called a plc n.Sallt character . As Er i c .t1 
Fayne seys , hl.s tric. lcs :reminded us too much of a vi cious adult , not ~ 
a boy of necrly eLxte en. ,. 

But tha t is where his cham lay , Frank Richards depicted hi.-u as 
an tmreliab le t ype - when he wa.s good, ha wes very good, ln.1: when he 
11.ss bed - well , he ,,as an intriguing chara cter . But t he fault was , 
he ·,s.s wicked beyond his years . 

There Leviso,i scored, lfu! faul ts were le gion , but they were 
fao bad traits of an unple asa.'1t boy of fifteen . We can say his 
ref'o!T"'..e.tion was complete . I "t had to be wi tl 1 such e character as his 
brot her Fra.'lk to make it fe asi ble . But ha was still an interest i ng 
cl'.l!.l'acter wren he was "good'' rEiuember, because ha maintained t hat 
grea t trc.it, his s hrev:dness and keen r:u.nd. Charl es Hamilton hss 
invested al l his best cher :scter i ii th tha t keen~ s a'ld ,:isdom beyond 
their yeare , Bring t o !!iind, KeIT, Roylance , -ft,s and Lu.-:tley-LUDley , 
Card ew to o (he wes Vernon-Smith over,vdn, of cours e) . Then, the 
Bounder and J.iauly fl'<Xl Greyfria::-s ; J ir.r.,y Silve r, and t ha t othe r 
"reformed " character , the Caterpil lar of liig hcliffe . 

No, the r efonnation of 'lernon-S::dth never happened - his appeel. 
lay i.>l the feet tlw.t he""" apt to breok out = tine, Levison ' s had 
t o be complete, cther, ise no Frank Levison and no need far Cardew. We 
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l ost Levison , th o end, but 110 gained the !.,viso n br others , both great 
chare.ct ers and both great asse t s t o their school , end we had for good 
I!'.easure, Cardew, perhaps in sane weys bettor thnn the Bounder and 
ccrtci.'ll.y 1110re lik eable. 

ROGER JlliKINS writes :- "I woul d agree with you in oeying that too 
early Vernon-Smith was t he counterpart of Lucl.ey-Lu,:lley, not Lcvfaon , 
but if my aeuor-; se rves me ri ght Vernon-Soi t h rea ll y did rcfom in the 
early day:, of t he first Worl d War; the tro uble was t hat Mr . Quelch 
never balieveu i.'\ the genuineness of this r eforu . In Ho. 418 of the 
H,.gnet an expel l ed boy re-appeared and st ruck up an acquain t ance with 
the Bounder, whose reputat ion suffered c.s o. resul t. 

Anot her similar st ory was "The Bounder's Guest" in No. 453 in 
which Mornington of Rockwood, who was al so dulious about the r,:iforn­
ation, colled n t Greyfri.31'8 in a t housand-guinea car t o t:Jko Sr:it.'iy 
out on a spree . The ref onnati on actually did end in t he facous series 
in Nos. 487- 490 in which t he Bounder tirod of being unjustly sus]Xlctod , 
and r eally did re lapse : this was far bet t er thon in cr ,:di bl e series 
in 11hich he tried to get all his enemies expelled in th e days of the 
rod Maw.et, though i t may have been t oo subtle t o a:,pe al to moot 
readers , Anyway, having st arted as blacl, a.'ld !iavir.g turned whi t o t he 
Bounder ended up an attractive shade of grey, to the sa t isfaction of 
all rcadera. 

I can never r eal ly :.iake up cy mind about Levison . Thero ,ioro 
so ll"1lY f ine st ori es in the Blu e Gem which revolved around his 
plotting that I cannot regret his oar l y villiany . Yot would too 
Cardow- Lovi son-Clive axis hsve been half so good ,-it hout the 1'Cfor_:od 
Levison , who could never repro&ch Cnrdew without beil1g rod.ruled of his 
own =voury past? Think of all t he good stories t ha t = about 
as a re sult of Levi .son' s reforoation - particularly when he """ being 
s earohod by Mr. Rail ton and throi r fa tho fire an incricina ting cioc1.r,en t 
of Ca1"dc.....1s - end I feol suro that cos t roodors would ne·,.ror !nva 
,fished Lovison •s career to have been anything but · .. .rhn.t it ,ms. 

ERIC FAYJ;.; says :- "There can be lit tle doubt t hat our two contri,. 
butors t o t his argurent iavo s u.-:,i;icd up uhat is t ho vi ew of tho avaraeo 
roe.dur. We ore t.nanir!o\·.z over the Bounder. Levison - well as I have 
said before , I alwa,s helve a tinge of r egret over his rofo m , and was 
never rc r ticu l vrly koon on br<>t ilClr Fronk , All t he sane , I 86'00 ui th 
Roger , ani ,,ould probably not c.::•;e wil l ed things t o be diff eren t from 
what they wore . 

!lrs . Vera Ni choll s has pointed out that i t was Jemi.."18 Carstairs_ 
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and not Paula Creel who wore a monocle , and I Blll indebted to !lrs . 
Uicholls for the l oan of four School.gl.rl •s Owns, which shw t i.at 
Jemima was a t Moroove before she went t o Cliff House. I was very 
surprised to learn this , for it wculd seoo, obvi ous thd t he Morcovo 
and Cliff House tales of the period came frol!l the same writer. 

* * * * * 
THE LATEST '!"OM MERRY BOOKS 

Revi ewed by Eric Favne 

11rnoUBIE EUR 'roM MERRY" (Spring Books 2/6) Frank Ric?nrds 

This io one of the very finest st ories thot tm star autho r hes 
written since t he war. It contains good character .o rk, humour a,,d 
<!="OB. · A highlight is a cric ket match between St . Jim ' s and Grey ­
friars , on the occaei on of which Billy Bunter visits the Suscex 
sc.>,ool and i s the cause of n.uch of the trollble fo r Tom. Wonderful 
value for money, t his unusually fine st ory concent r ates it s plot on 
the loodir.g charac ters, and it is a grand f eas t of reading for Tom 
Merry fans of all ages . 

11'i'HROUGH THICK AilD THil!" (Spring Bocl-.3 2/6) Frank Richards 

This i s a sto ry of Talbot ' s past , end admir ers of th e Toff 
shoul d be in their element. Though th e bas ic theme i s fwl iar , the 
plot devel ope on fair ly novel lin es . It is sketche d on a sc:e!ler 
can= t hon the Toff stories of years ago , am, in W'J view, is all 
the better f o:- being so, in tha. t the charac terisat ion is f ar rt.ere 
i."lt~ te and tile pl ot more cl ose ly knit . 

In passing , I was to ld in the book depert:::ont of a gree t st ore 
t hat t he demand for Tom Merry books is enormous . Certainly, I 3aw a 
lar go pil e of .them one CB1f, ,md the follcwing day every COP'/ had been 
sold . 

" THE t!SA?!'E&1AIICE OF TOM MERRY" (Sprin g Books 2/6) Fr&n!c !ci'l.hards 

This exc ellent st ory of ld.dnapping is J>!Cked with thrilla , 
chills end l aughs . Tom Herry is t ho piv ot of th e sto ry, whic h is very 
satisfying , Kerr is shown as t."'.e canny Scot, whi l e Miss Pri scil l a 
Fa11cett makes a welccme re-n ppeardllce . Inspecto r Skeat sc-ems un­
usually dim-witted, but t.'tat is a minor detail . G:-,md r ending which 
should pl eas e everybody. 
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"Jack of the Circus" from the some !"'blishors , same pri co , is 

aloo on sale . 
* * * 

Here • s en c.,:,usi.ng ortic l o t o chuckle over b:, t he Christ= 
f iresi de. 

THE DIRTY OLD TRAMPS OF G!E"rn!IAFS 
By F.uvard Devey 

Let i,e hasten tc explain at once t hat I am not rofor ri.",g to ony 
of t ho o.ctu,,J. inmates of th e doar old school . Hc3ven f or bid ! I refer 
of cours e , tc t m tromps end ruff ians vho f igure in cney or tho sto r i c:, 
E!ld tllr -..ho:n, I :far ono, havo quite a soft spc,t in my !loort ; add:in,, 
cs thay do so much illo , col our ond intorost t o tho tal os . 

Vory ma.v of thase individuals have fi gured in t h:lsa st orios 
sinoe t heir inception in 1908; perhaps sco re s , Frank Ric.'1:udo h~J> a 
go.".ius f or f ir. din/; appropria te names for his chore cters and t ho t:runps 
ore no !OtCa:,t ion . "Sinurl8o" Purki ss , Alf !lopki.'l.S, Bill lluge:i.na, Ji:::cy euw,, Ik e tm W011Sol, Peter tho P'..ncher, Fi ghting Fred and r:.•:rcy ot "3rs, 

They are bi.rd:, of pessage; figuring onl y ii. a ~cul.a story 
or ser i es . The "Boc!d.oo" - Joey Banks lllld Bill Lodt;ey , nrc J,<lr haps 
of a s li &'lt:.y hi;,her soci al status , and in any case , are not b.i;rd:, of 
passage , being, eo to speak, on the "peruanent staff " of the storios . 

I t is interesting to r enoct th et the trw. i,s om ruff:i. !l'.3 '11'& 
really relic o of a byeone social era . In VictoriM and &ba::ci:L.sn ~'S 
r.te.'l oould md did ll\lllT'/ on 18/9 a week , and our trcmps aforesai d, 
could em did "scrcunce" a feckless live l ihood . !ieedlooo to SC"1 
condit ions rove sinc e changed enormousl y . It ,r~uld be impoosib lo to 
live on anything like thi s nowadays and during the war ratio.'l nnd 
i dentity car d:i were required. Thus the inglori ous race of tra: opa has 
vorJ lnrge ly died out . The c>odem equivalent vould probabJ.o· be th3 
even l ess desirab l e types of th e "spi v•, th e racecourse t ough , end a 
more "Sl:!r.rt Alec" type of individual. In other uords a ro re sop.oi!J­
ti cat ed tne of ·, orksl\:{, 

3ut hov.ever t his ~JJI/ be, the tramp anc: t he ruffian certainly 
played a s t aunch J>'rl , e.'ld anyone conversan t with the s tori es llilJ. 
rocall numerous episodco in -..hich the se gantry figured, 

Thus , fo r examplo, in the "l-iuccclini ' s Circus " sorie s (1936) tm rascally Ita!iml ci rcus proprietor ~,ho was a Fascist spy and Yhose 
secre t was discovered by Bunter , would gladly 1'.ave given a year::, 
~ tc be eble t o "fire" l!ur.ter from the circus . Ho hires or.a 
Jimy G\,ggs to "boat up" tha f at Cd , but needless t o say two 
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ettempts both fail owing to t he t imely arrival of the Frunous Five. As 
one charact er re:na.rks ruefully , "thoy a.re 1andy at 1a"'l.dling a covey . 11 

'.i!ramps of ten figure in episodes of robbery or attemp t ed robbezy 
with vio l ence or threa t s of vio l ence , a~ for cxnmple, in t :lC 11Water 
Lily" seri es when or_e ilf Hopkins makes Bunter oook him a br'aekfast ro:d 
tbon l oots t he camp; th e Femous Five having gone far a swi c . How 
AL."'rcd sub:lequcntly gets hi,, just deserts at tho hands of the Fei:,ous 
Fivo, fa cleverly to ld h t cr in t h:l story. 

Sooatimes tr amps pley qui te a prominent part in tre pl ot of a 
story; as for example in the "Tuck Shop Rebellion " ser ie s (Magnet 
Nos, 1510 - 1515) end that very fumy !Jingl e sto ry, "Coker the Kid­
napper . " (Magnet 1516) . 

In "Coker the Kidnapper" the Chmpio n Chump of Greyfriars has 
the fat headed notion of having Win8Bte hel d a pris oner in Fri.lrdale 
\/cod by furee trrunps; on t ho principle that if he ...on' t pley Coker 
in t.oe team, nei thor shall Win8Bt o bo allowed to pley , 

Bunter conveniently overhea.....,, "°""'thing , and needless to s;JI/ the 
plo t eJisfiros ; Wil,g,, t e is rescued by th e hmous Five and tho trcl:,ps 
lurk in anbush to ro b Coker . What the Fifth Fon:i"Fat."""'d l acks in 
brcins he possesses abundantly in brawn and pluck, an! n stirring 
figh t ~t hopeless odds i s grs phioal.ly recorded . 

"It was a te:-rific fight , One or othe r cf the tr emp, was down 
nearly al l t ha tir.e under Coker1s cighty jolts . But ha alweys had a t 
l east two at " time to cont end , i. th , and not only his weal th, but the 
d.erJBt,"1'8 he was doing , urged tl:sm on. 11 

Coker to tt ers back to Greyfriar s a complste wreck with t wo bleck 
eyes :ir.d inmmor cble bruises . By gmoral consent it is considere d thnt 
ha h,.s coll ected his cwn punishment , and Win,,;, te good naturedly 
refrains f r c,,1 re,,orting hill for ,rhnt i,ould havo been a t l oes t a Head' s 
n oggtr.g. 

But for th e mster of the school. to enl i st t ha aid of t=Jl3 for 
the purposo of r.nintain:ing disci plira uas a :real tour de force by 
Fronl: P.ichards , 

Thi.s occurred in th e 11Tuckshop Rebolli on" series whan the Head 
and ,:r. Quelch were both awey ill cs the result of an acciden t caused 
by, (of course) Bunter ' s foolishness , Mr . Hacker was appointed Head­
=ter t wporari ly, but being weak and vain as well as fully dese rvi ng 
his nickname of th e "Acid Drop", indulged in outr ageous petty tyranny 
which caused the Rei,0ve to revel t . 

Drontually, loci by Mauly , they barred out in the Tuckshop with 
the hearty good wishes of the School. Evm the Prefects were gooded 
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int o revolt in t he end and r efused to t ake any furth er act i on agail".st 
the rebel.s . 

Various oothod.s having failed t o effect a surr en der Hacker , 
alth ough bitterly determined , was at his wits end, ~ d a chance 
encounter with a tr aop who tried to rob him on c lO!}lY road across 
Ccurtfio l d Coman in t re dusk of a February evenin;;, (!ftve hilo an idea . 

The tramp threa tening to "bash" hi lll'1'ith a cudgel if he did not 
hand over a "quid" Mrely bro u8i>t the Acid Drop'sbitterly exasperated 
foeli."69 to boiling point . Crash came his walking st ic!-: on to 3:1.ll 
Juggl.n!, battered bowler . "ow! bust nry buttons " , howled th e tromp , 
who af t er a fe,, more juicy swipes gi ves Hacker best . 

As r elated however, the Acid Drop has had an · id ea and a= :r.£,'0 3 
for JuggiruJ t o bring along f ive or six more of his own ki dnO'J to doal 
with t.lie recalcitr ant Remove , at a remuneration of a quid apiece . 

"EP..sy r.:oney" think the workshys ; but i s it ? Ri b ticklillg 
scenes follow , and 11oedl oss and happily to say , the t ramp, arc oul>­
gcr.eralled and routed by ,t.'ie Removitcs , At fir s t ;Isckcr roft,sa:l t o 
pey up :the.'> tlD t rair.ps fall , but being cinus th.a sur,port of t ;.e :-est 
of t he sc:1col i s Dado to under di re threats . Tho tr=. ps e.re soon 
!it~stl cd mrey then; ?'l..cvcr hus Greyfriors seen such an unsuvol..l'Y CrOI.T 

or ,d. tncs cC'i suc..lt unsoemi.ngly scenes . 
This particular series is a ver-.1 st riking exampl e of tc,., 11hat i s 

really e. "young" sto ry; with muc.'l knockabout cerr.edy stuff red .. 'lis c~t 
of ~he.rlie Cfl.nplL,; and societime s even :rather s illy , ns f or 1:-.L'.::!.:Jl e 
wilm the r ebels capture Hacker and cake biLl de t he was hing up; :iJJ 
nevertheless superbly to l d rith the author 's usutl sch ol u.rly f.ht:,li:-;~, 
o.'lci excelle nt li teraiy cr:iftsciamhip , 

?.:owever, eno~ has been sai d r..t any r.1.t :t, to sh ow how even 
mi."lor char ac ters like our dirty unwashed friends were l';oven i.11.to t!1s 
warp~ woof of Greyfriars. 

l!)ll_~: ilolidcy .f.m,,u,J. 1940 - 12/ - ; C. L. Annucl. 1956 - 5/-; 
25 C,Ds . - 5/ - ; Tiger T'ns Anncl 1935 - 4/- Postage Extra 
\!ould exchange - 65 3El~·;!,J.1,SfRIBT, BELFi.ST. 

144 Red Magnets for Sale from No. 6 t o 395. What of fers l S.A. L. 
LITVAK, 70 CJW.'FOP.D A'IENUE, ST_ill/E3, M!DD:{, 
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LO!lj)Ol! SECT! Cll 

A very good attendance asssnb lad at the fl a t of Roger J enkins 
ar.i David Harrison on the occasion of the Novenber meeting, On show 
was ' Tm Greyfriars Cup' wr,ie,1 cur Les Rowl ey had presented for the 
cor.ipeti tiol,l between the four cl ubs , Also on show for mEm bers ,mo had 
ordered than were copios of "Boys uill be Boys", the three new Toe Merry 
books, 11Billy Bunter's Ch,m An~ 11 and "Jeclc of the Circu.s11

• 

A very fine talk on Paul Pontifex Prout was gi. ven by Roger 
J e.lkins and this was t.sorrugh]y enjo;•ed , grea t was the applause a t its 
conclusion , Then it was the turn of th e othe r host, David Harri.oon, 
who got busy with the film p::,oject or . Fir st filn was in colour end 
""" one of Roger ' s efforts . Shots of I.om.on and Havant were seen but 
the middle of t he filn was the hig.>ili,;;ht as it shc,,ed some of Roger' s 
collection of "l1agnots,. - 11Gems11 and S. O.Ls 11• Seoond feature was a 
film of "Tom Brown 1s Schoolda,ys. " T'nis was grea tly enjoyed by all 
present , too grand perf onnanco of Dr. Arnol d in the film was superb . 
T'nree teams were arra.'lged , Grey!'riars , St . Jim's and St. Frank ' s for 
future quizzes . The Christoos o:eeti.ng 11ill take place on Sunday, 15th 
Dooruber at 706 :..Ordship Lane , Wood Green, London N. 22. Herbert 
Leckenby hopes to be present at this meting and to bring down a good 
supply of the "Colle ctors ' Digest Annual . " 

ill!CIE BENJAMIN 

*** 
rmnTHEm, sro:rro11 mETING - 9th uovurnm, t 957 

Cnce again t here was quite a lot to discuss, but under Cmirmsn 
Stanley Smith I s abl e guidance all i toms were got throuet, and 1·urc 
dealt :,ith speedily and to cvcryono 1s sa t isfaction . 

First came t ho matter of the Christnas Party date 14th Dcccobor . 
It .-as unanimously decided to follow on t ho lines of last year starting 
about 4. 30 1<ith t ea at thc Club Room inst ead of a mocl in town. Then 
ca:.:o plans for the Grcyfrillrs J ubileo Cup. It was plainly eviden t we 
soon •t bo short of COP'J• Foll owed core e.hout th o arra.-igoronts for the 
Lcods Public Library Exhibiti on next FcbruarJ . 

J . Breeze Bentley ta m took over to give his always l ooked for­
ward to :umual t ill . This ycer his subject was "im Fourth Fom v.t 
Rookwood" the school Yhich hitherto has not had its fair sl=e of 
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publici ty, Breeze I s talk did a good deal t o D:Bke up for t he negl ect 
ood was greatly enj oyed. It will appear in next year' •s Annual. 

There was just tiD e for a novel quiz , A five weeks wai :b f or 
tho Party unfor b .... ,,a tol.y , arrywo.y le t• s have a bmper attendance . 

HERBERT LECKalBY 
nor thern $1;:!ction Corresponden t . 

* * * 
MOUND SECTIO!l liEETING - 28th OCTOBER, 1957 

As expected th ere were interesting rc~ussio ns t o our 
Treasurer ' s provo c(Ui ve talk of last month and the goo d attond,:noe at 
tr.is ,:,.eeting enjoyed a l engthy debate l ead off by Ray Bennett. 

As is t he normal case in such occasions , ue c oul d l:.nve BOne 
on all nit1t , tro subject ranged from one t hi."lg to ano tl i,;r but ~00n 
Jack Ingrw:, (back in t he Chair ) bed to call n halt fo r ,ie b"l t ho aJ.l .. 
:iJJ:JJOrta."lt Greyfriars Jubilee Cup Competition to <iiscuss . One eooc. 
it eti. for this Nas re.ad t o the assecb l ed com1'(l11Y by Madco Corbett o..Ttd 
so \lell received was it t hat other mate r ial of a l ike nnture ::ero 
procise d by mecbers , So far so good , i t will not be a rot ter of ,,hat 
t o put in as what to le nve out, 

l:'ha niglt ended , after a good library cession , wit h Tod D::roy 
rea din g to us some of the Cl ubs ear ly ac tiviti es . These wero fl'ou 
t ho C,D, of course, and brough t back hsppy mauor i es to tho i'o1.,1c!.:..tion 
r.icmbers pr esen t , nnd !:!UCh inte res t to th e oth ers . 

T"nc date f or the December mooting was confi.nncC. cs I-:orii,oy, i 6th 
en:l ..-:ill be held. in tho Club loun go. November 25th wi ll of cot:r:Jo be 
George Chs t hnm 's film sh ow, 

ftARP.Y BliffiTER 

Secre tary . 

* * * 
~ E SEX;TION - SUlIDAY, 1oth 110\/El!_BER 

There was en exce1.lent at tendance e.t thu sixth An.'1UD.l. r~OOting 
of t he iiei·seyside &rolCl1 O.B. B.C. The Chai.xman :i.."l a sh ort speooh 
rovi ewod the Club ' s uc~ivi t ies ov;,1· the past yoar and touched upon 
sor:e of fa :, t hings we i1opod t o do in t he year to come . :OOt h t ro 
financial and t ho Librar; sta tss \/ar c rop or t ed to be in good cor.d.i t ion . 
Tho re- el ection of offic er s t:1en took pl ace . Sntisf 8') tion 11e.s express­
ed. for t he presen t hol ders and ~: ;Jy we1'C ro- elo ctod on bl oc . Somo 
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considerable discussion then took place on tlr "Greyfriar s Hornld " 
cor:i,ctition , and soma n€i: id ecs md sureest ions wore duly noted. 
Following tea the arrongenents far tho Xoas ceoting and party were 
agree d upon . This will be on Sund."3· 1 8th December at 4 p , c , with th o 
Dusinoss &de firs t , follo~1cd by "tea and then "t-t10 or thr ee hours of 
t he Xmas party spiri t , All ma:bers ere earnes tly reque s ted to 
at tend and mako ever.rthing 5-o with a swin g, The evening conclu!cd 
1.i. ti1 on entire l y now and novel quiz by Don Webster, In this the neros 
of popul.M school cleracters had t o be buil t up letter by letter , 
This q_ui z wos clearly won by Fran.~ Um-tin. One chani39 of address -
lb:, P, J , Laff ey is nc,, a t 102 Antonio Street, Liverpool 20. 

next neeting as advi sed , Sunday , 81h December, 4 p.m. sharp . 

llORi!ill ffiJI.GNELL 
Secretary , Merseyside Branch O.B, B,C, 

C:iil=:i.s Dilf.!ER - To!E FIRESIDE - and THE J.NNUAL I 

Hero •s what you will bo ~ble to read -

Turn B2.c.1< th e Clock, 1ord fouloverer , That Other Dotecti-la. 

Pip1)in.ia.'la. Browsing in 3m:dltor. Byways. 
Tho ),i,m from Baker Street, The Droarlnow;ht, 

1930 - 1934 The Golden AfW of the Mamet 
;':ron!< E:i.eha!'d I s Schooldp,ys . The Holi day i,nmllll s . Jic th e Perur.en. 

Prefects of St , I:rnnk 1s.. The Morcove St ory , 

The Story of J ohn Croasey . The Collectors • Whos i.'ho. 

THE ELEVFiiT:l ANl'1J/J, - fl.S CCOD 1.B 'I':-!E OTi!SR TEN 

llllvo You ord ered your copy'! There ' s onl,y a few l eft . 

Price 12/ 6 

*********:!-. lliil Nl)INll lll!ilAllillllli 'l ilil jjl! )t-ll-*·~*****'**** *°* ~ ff****** 

FOR SALE OR EXCH/iNGE: ~ 130'7, 049 , 1359, 1379, 1555 , 157, , 
1576, 1577, 1578, 1579, 1581, 1583, 1584, 1593, 1594 , 1502 , 1603, 1612, 
1625, 16,2, 1635, 1636, 1637, 1638 , 1655 , 1657, 1658, 1660 , 1651, 1662, 
1663, 1676, 1600, 1681, 1682. GEl!S: 1651, 1566, 1594 , 1595, 
ClllEEMroOD, 63 GRifl'ITl-:S DRHE, ASHl!OIIB PARK, WED:CSl"Ill.D, STAFFS. 
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S. B.L. REVIn-13 

Dl'x:EMBER 1957 

Tho Last Days of Berlin (No. 395) . .. ......... Peter Srucon 

Amid t ho boc..b-bk sted ruins of the dying cit y t hat was once 
Berlin , a lone ;iirl flees despairingly before the advan cbg hordes of 
ZJrukov1 s victorious armies . She is Gisela ?-!eyer, trust ed a(;€1lt of 
Adolf Hitler . fa her possession a se cret which could resha pe tho 
destiny of the entire world . No less t!Qp the plans and documents for 
the const ructi on of t ho V3, a long - range roc ket with o...'1 atol""..d.O war head . 
Yi t..lJ. this weapon , capable of inflicti.l'lg im:iense des truct i on in her 
!)Ossessi on it would be possible, even at the eleventh hour, f or 
Gomany to tum certain defe at int c crushing vict ory . Hc:r :llssi on to 
deli ver th e plans to GrOlld Admiral Domitz, !W"..ed by tho Fuchrc:· ao 
hi s 2uccessor . ik>unded by th e Ruzsi an Socret Police by ordc :;.· of Iv.:..11 
Zero ff to first relieve bar of th e vital pl ans ond then t o di n:_x,s o of 
hor, Gisela finds an ally in Sexton Blake . Working on bc~w.J.f c f .:.1;. 
Gcv~l'nf.'!Cnt . Bl a1<e ' s assigruoo nt is to g:rln pos~es sio n of t h:! i>J.c.:.:z f cir 
Bri t, ,i:1 ct cl l cos t s . 

This i s o tough , brutcl ncvt:l , arrl because of it ::; nu t!:8!·.t:.ci ty 
h.:.s s ,:.-7an:.l r evol ting incide."lts . It is t hese tl"!ings bcc.:.:-..:.so it :~'i 1-r.cr, 
end ~mr is et,ch and ovecy one of thm. In too writ~ ng of t h.i.3 st o~::,r 
Peter Sc."ton surpas ses ruiyth.ing he hes previ ousl y wri tt ml. and su! ;pl ios 
tho cocplete ansue r to t hose vho insist thc.t tJie be-st 31:.:J:e s t ories 
,;:ere writt en r.ian;y rooons ego . An outstanding erxl LJClilorablu n·Jvol • 

.... .... Excel l ent 

* * * 
1/cJ.k in Foer (No. 396) ... ···-·~·····w. :fowar-.: B.:.J:er 

One has to del vc well int o the pas t in order t o seeu.: th o l us t 
OcCllSicn when a Christr-..os story of Sext on Blake was publi shed . To t he 
ycar 1934 in fact , 23 ycr:rs ae,o. Now in the ol d traditi on , we ile.vo 
Blake ,:gain solving a c~ries of cri.files in th , seaso nal nt inosphere of 
a white Christ = . T'ais time it is at a countr,J hous e on the Tluu!!es 
near ;1ar1ow, To be exact , very nee.r the house t h:t the la t e Edgar 
Wolli. ce wned end in which he used t o li vc. 

An r.uthor subnits t o an agen t a novel which will obvi ously prove 
n best selle r . It is accepted ,dth elacrity by a pub li she r. '1'ho 
llru.zy Post wont t o print it as n ser ia l pdor t o publication . But the 
nut hor - MacDonald Hall - dis cppo:i.rs . Jill ndvertis i ng camp...1ig!l run by 
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t he Post brings startling results, for no fewer trum five people lcy 
claim to be the missing nuthor! 

From this poin t - to use a melodrc:no.tic term - dea th drops in . 
The cl ,u.,,ants begin t o di e mysteriously. Whose the hend that strikM 
them dOl.n? Who And where is t h.; r eal HacDoruild Hcl.l? These are t he 
bcl'fling quer ies Blake se t s hi!JBelf t o solve , 

The hand that described with such powerful intensity th:> huru.1-
ia ti, n of Berlin is Ci!Uch more relaxe d here o.s befits the f es tive sea­
son , end tile r esul t ent far e i s a l icht <U'.d c:greoe.ble mxture of eystery 
susporu:e tmd hur.:our . A cos t tx"l.tisfying ~d en tertn i ning wind- up to 
tho 1957 pr ogrci:"10. Will/!E!l WEBB • 

Itoti ne .. .... . ... .Very good 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK \.OOD 

llostew , 328 St oc.lcton Ln.'le, Yolk . 
Fhcm,: 25795 
* * * * * 

As we come t o.-mrds iinoth cr so.a.son ot' good chee r, 11lc,Y I firs t 
te.J<e this opportunity of wishing everyone , especially tho incre cs b g 
bmid of staunch Lcei t cs , c Nerry Clu-:i.sw.s and u Happy end Pros ;,er ous 
l!Cl.' Ycc.r, with r.i:J11.Y rore to come. 

Ch...'"i.st!Jl!.S, ·.!ithout excep ti on, has uJ.,.,.:.ys been a porticul. :rly 
r.nppy t be for renders of 1ho adventure s of Nel son Lee, Nipp,,r and tra 
boys of St . Frcnk 1s , not f orgetting , of course, t ha young l odies of 
rk.icr View. Ye:u-.::ftcr year, F.dwy Soo..rloo. DrJoks c.:,.me up t·rith a 
sp,.rkli.ngly f rcsl: story in which th o f cI.lilinr ingredients of snow, 
cys t ery , a dvcntu."'e and rvnscnoblo enj oyment wor e sldlfully bl enc!ed for 
our pleos ura. It was in these ye.ms , 118 \iOll os in tha surimar hol id ay 
seri es , tmtBrooks 1s ability tor.ix boys and gir l s wit hout mawkish 
sentinent wi.s so well dem:J?:.strated, Ono of the bes t Christros stories 
i.'l this vo:ir. was , I t hink , wa,i t.hat in which the )-'<lunger Handforths 
took th oi r boy ond girl chl.lll!S t o t he Norfolk hooo of th eir Uncl e 
Gregor;. Tmrc was, of course , plenty of O..."lo·.:, and nor o th['.n a littl e 
ocy"stery, but to mo th:, sto ry is r.icrorab l c for the description of Handy~ 
endeavours t o li ve up to his boost tlr .t he will spot his girl chum, 
Ir ene 11.'.lnner s , ot tho masked ball n.'ld kiss her uni<:_r tho lllistlctoo . 
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His :roword is t o be her dancing partnership for the rest of the ovcn­
ing, but ' the in t h of recogniti on is not to be so sooot h. Doris 
Ber keley , the t omboy of the Moor View contin,;en t, promptJ,y enli nts t he 
a:id of a prospecti ve Pirate Chief , namely, Will y !!andforth, woo baa 
already been seen by Edward Oswsld in his s triking costume . U'l3llS had 
in t ooded going to the ball as sn Irish Colleen , and with a delioiow, 
pie ce of "plenting' ' Handy gets to know. Whoo the coll een enter:i the 
ballroom vith tlD oth er girls , Bandy, dressed aa an il,pre38i vo Port bos 
indentifies the colleen as !r eno by her "exquisite poise•, "thoso 
graceful ankles " , "that wonderful , gracoi\ll walk . " AD sho s tro lls over to tho bench under the mistletoe be dashed over , trips ovor hi3 ouord 
which shoots bsween his shin and his cal! , He sprawl s with a torrifio 
era.sh , sli t hering on t ho shiny fl oor for about two yards , but sword in 
one direction , his hat in another, and bis spurs rsttlina noia:i.ly, much 
to the hilar i ous approval of t he res t of the p,.rty ! Ondertcrrod he 
carri os on and p.,J.l s the colleen under the mistl etoo where " ho del i v­
ered a full ki ss - a beauty• , The girl s howl >Ji th l augh t er , md ao 
does <JVOryone else , but t he a,lleen s l aps Bandy 'a face - hard - end 
runs off, A cackling Pirate Chief stands by , but the infuriatod ;md 
dizmcyod Baney, grab:i him , carries him out of the ballroom :ind hurls 
him into a sn<>,drift outsi de th e window. Tho 111£l3k sl iP3 wid . Ha."ldy 
roali:ies that th! Pirate Chief is Iren e , whil e t he colleen mu<:t ho.vo 
been llilly . "Diainfeotin8" his lips vi th snow t o erase tho ta.a to of t ho 
kiss , lloncy goos back to a yelling audi ence in tlD bnllrooo , \/hor o 
la ter he sp,ts the Pirate Cbiof, who runs into tho oonse rvnt ory , !!llndy 
f ollows to seek forgiveness amid tro shaded li&hts and t ho cosy 
l onGJ.in~ss. "Tod, ho,, could you?• asks th o Pir ate CW.cf softly os 
Tod socks forgiveness, "Silly, th ere ' s nothin g :to forgive, " and t ho 
Pirnte produces o sprig of mistletoe . He grabs her end Id s= her on 
the lips. "Hel p, water• ret orts the Pirate Chief - \lilly ! 

Yes, tblr e has been anothor "switch" between the girls and ths 
irr epr ossible Willy l But Bandy get s hi s own back , for during the 
explanations by Irene she walks under the mistletoe and Handy tnl<es 
bar in his ams and gives her two kis ses for good measure ! He ;;ots 
his due reword of a permanent dance partne r for the evening , i f course , 
and the other boys end gir l s pnir off as usual to enjoy tbs f eoti, iti es. 

Only Willy is disgrunt led, or st least ,is coo of my f avouri t o 
authors , P. G. Wedehouse, might put it, far iroo, gruntled , Aft er al l, 
he has been ki sse d twioe , and be f eels that only some disinfeo t ant will roo,ove tho fiL,vour! · 

'!'hat aeries was too prel iitl.nary t o the firs t, and better , 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~}14~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Nortbestrl.1111 series in which the boys and girls and many of t heir 

elders too, found a hidden country in the Arctic wastes. 
That , however , i s another story , and far now I'll le ave you with 

the l!ISIIOry of Nipper end Co. around the festive board , hoping t hot yoo. 

too will have an enjoyab l e Chris1-s wi ti: lots of good thines to est 
and drink, mppy manories to recall , and lots of good reeding in the 

Annual, and oth er publications from the pens of our favouri to autoors . 

11uun •• •u1 •unn1111nununu 111n11u1u1111uu11u1uu•••u11111 

EXCHANGE - RARE i!AMIL'l"ONIA Boys Frimd Libraries - al l the llemilton 

stories except 2; Chuckles, No, 1 t o 37 containing Frank Richards 

stories . Populars No, 1 onwards. Boys Friend Weeklies containing 

Roo1.1;ood ynms . Schoo l bcys I Own Librcry over 100 containing Grey­

fri.ars - Rookwood - St. Jim •s etc , e,:,.rly rare series and l ater . 

Coopl oto run of 1921 Boys Heralds , also Greyfriars Heralds containing 

Benbow ynrns . Magnets and Gems - good years o.g , 1932 Gems etc . Red 

covered Maenets inc, 1st nrd 2nd Christmas Nos. in mint condition , 

Number vantod in excoll ent condition for binding, Ql'e: 
HAGNEl'S: 062; 663, 743, 747, 748, 761, 76}, 766, 774, 848, 862, 875, 

942, ff/6, 959, 971, 961, 982, ~ . 984, 1100, 1117, 1125, 1126, 1169, 

1173, 1174, 1191, 119}, 1192, 1194, 1205, 1206, 1208, 1452, 

mi2: 412, 416 , 421, 4'4 , 461, 525, 546, 553, 563, 564, 586, 600, 720 

721, 722, 12,, 781, 000, 841, 844, 845, 847, 856, 93) , 923, 924, 928, 

9'55, 9:,6, 952, 953, 954, 970, 973, 974, RANGERS: smnll series Noa, 

86 to 125, Condition ~ be very good. In practically ell crises , if 

roquirod , I = replaco books sont to ioo with ey ropy only slightly 
below binding ocndition itself. 
SYD Sll):?H, No. 1 BRANDON sr!lEET, CLOVELLY, N.s.w. AUSTRALli, 

FOR SA!.E: Hundreds of pre-vor Boys papers including, Nodern Boys, 

Boys N..sgazines, .Bu%zers, Chs:opions; TriumJi>s, Pioneers , Skippers , 

Union Jaoks, Boys Friend Libraries , Detoctive Weeklies, Stsrtlers , 

Boys CinoCl8.S, Sexton make Libraries ( third series) and cany others of 

that vintage. Pl euso write stating l!lllllbors -

JAJ!IB SI/Mr, 3 FIFTH AVENUE, QUE!l!S PJJ'JC, WllJXlN, W.10. 

~: 75 Magneto 19}S-40. }5 Collectors ' Digosta No. 93 onwards . 

Offers : T. J... JOHNS:>II, RJ\BY COTrAGE1 WY B.RX, ~"FS'l'Oll , \IIRRAL, Cllml!, 

~: Just as wo go t o press nc11s cores to hand ( via Bill 

Gender) of till death of Wheolor Dryden of llol.lywood, vell known to 
many of our readers. 

YORK DUPLICATING S!RVICES, 12!. THE SH8:1.llL&S, YCRK. Tel: Yorl< 25148. 


