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—THE COLLECTORS DIGEST—

Vol 1 No, 132 Price 1s. 6d.
DECEMBER, 1
Editor: HERBERT LECKENBY,

12 Herbert Street,
Hull Road, Yerk.

r

c/o TORK DUFLICATING SERVICES,
124 The Shambles, York.

FrROM THE EDITOR'S CHAIR

Wishing all the members of the

Brotherhood of Happy Hours, at

Home and Abroad, a very Good
Christmas and a Prosperous New Tear,

L

i JLIICRATIE YRAR: We are nearing the end of our eleventh year; once
again z3n it's baen & year of progress. Several new members have joined
our renks: I've had the pleasure of meeting some of thom and tho ondy
regret is they didn't join earlier. We have hed four visitors frem
overseas, Brian Holt from Iceland, Bill Hubbard from Kenys, Leslie
Rowlay from Japan and Bernard Thorne from Canada. Impressive record
that, you know.

Then it has been my good fortune to welecome many visiturs to
York, WVhat thrills I've had when I've caught sight of some funiliar
Tigure at the station, ¢r locked for clues from someons I've beon
meeting for the first tine, May there be many, many more such
oceasicns in the future, It's so good to report that we have losh
no members by death this year. Last year, unfortunately, there were
three.

There are stirring events to come, too. There's the fight for
the Greyfriars Silver Jubilee Cup -rd the celebration of the birth of
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the Magnet itself, As I have said the February C.D. is to be a bumper
mmsber, In connection with this I am sure I can be pardoned if I slip
in & business note. This month a large number of members renew their
subs for a yearly or + yearly period. HMay I request tlat they add
1/6 to cover cost of this extra special one. I em sure those who are
not Hamiltonians won't begrudge this, for it would not be practical to
celebrate with an extra number.

And please get down to articles suitable for the occasion.

* ¥ * *

THE AIUAL: Down at the Duplicating Agency as I write, the pages are
being run off and I em busy addressing the stack of envelopes. The
cover this yeer is to be of golden hue, Since I last wrote I've
raceived "The Prefects of St. Frank's" and "The Story of John Creasey"
both by Jack Wood. You'll see a full list of contents on another page.

How, at the time of writing therc are about 30 regulars who have
not actually ordered. However, when placing my order I tock the risk
of including them. It heppens every year and, no doubt, they tock it
for grented I should do so. Anyway, to save me writing each one
individually, I'1l tole it I shell be safs in sending one unless I hear
to the contrary. I should, however, profer to have s line saying,
"Why, of course."

L

A HELPING HAND: In last year's Anmual, Bob Gray of Church Stretton,
expressed a wish to obtain a copy of "Merry and Bright" of sometime in
1918 which conteined = letter he had written to the editor. He had
been trying to get hold of it for over 25 years. Well, I must confess
I thovght his chance was rather renote, as me-war comies are somewhat
scarce, However, one never knows in our little world., In a letter
recently, Bob told me it had been sent to him by Maurice Kutner and it
arrived exactly 39 years to the day from the one it was published.

Wes Bob pleased? I'll say he was. In his letter he exclaimed, "Who
says collectors® don't help each other? T1'11 say they do."

He also erpressed his gratitude t¢ Bill Lofts who, though he
could not supply a copy of the paper itself, had offered to give him a
cony of the letter. I hazard s guess Bill had got hold of the file in
the British Museum, That's a typical ewample of the Brotherhood at
vork, the kind of thing which immensely pleases

Yours sincerzly,
HERBERT LECKENEBY
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LETTER BOX

4 BN FAN-MAG FOR YOU

From: Arthur MacLean,
P.E.P.
11, 01d Bond Strect,
London, W.1.

Kovember 20th, 1957,
Dear Mr, Leckenby,

4s you mey have heard rumoured, I em begiming a new
fan-magazine to be called 'THE BAKER STREET GAZETTE'. The firgi issue
will be in January, 1958. It will be printed, have photograrlie
illustration, and will be mailed to subscribers. It will sell at 1/6d
2 copy, and cover SEXTON BLAKE and SHERLOCK HOL:ES, NELSON LiB :nd
DIXCHN HAWKE, who I would call the 'Big Four' of detective fiction.

I would be very grateful for anything you ri it be
able to do in the way of drawing your readers' attention to the new
magmzine, and would be pleased if you would reserve a cne whols jace
advertisenent for me in the January issue.

Tours sincerely,
ARTHUR MACLRAW

SALE OR EXCHANGE FINE BOUND WORKS:

Tiriller: No. 1 to 125 in 5 matching volumes %5/- per vo
The Set: £3 10e.0d.  Magmet: 1614-1636 £2 Ts. 6d; 16
£2 Ts. 6@; 1664-1683 £2; The lot: £6 10s.0d.  0id and i
6 volumes and maps £1,

On Offer: 1¢ Fluck Xumas Double No, 367 (bound); Boys Friend Lib:

To, 485 "Howntain Adventurers"; No. 493 "Schoolboy Rebellien" both by
¥artin Clifford. 1924 Holiday Annual.

Loose: Thrillers and 1d Fun end Fiction - as wint,

VAITED: Greyfrisrs  3,0.Ls. coverless ones (if otherwise conplete)
welcome. Pre 1934 Mummet runs or collections. Pre-war Sexton Zlakes,
Seh.B. 23 HOUNTJOY,. BRIDIORT.,

Lendon:
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conducted by JOSEPHDE FACKMAN
27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S.E. 22

I have quite a lot to cram into my allotted space this month,
which means my remarks must be brief.

Firstly. I would like to thank all those who have s¢ kindly
supplied material for Blakiana during the past twelve months, I do,
of course, look forward to your continued loysl support throughout the
ocoming year. It would also be pleasing to receive msterial from more
contributors, and so ease the burden of the few.

And now, I will take this opportunity of wishing all my readers
"4 Herry Christmas" and "& Happy New Year,"

JOSIE PACKMAN
L

KY TWELVE FAVOURITE GiION JACK (BLAXE) STCRIES
45 selected by Clive Wright

No. 1041 The Hawk of the Feek e, He 2oed
" 4064 The Street of Many La.nte:ms e Ge Ha Teed
" 4098 The Wizard of Wurtz... A, Skene
" 1157 The lystery of Mrs, Berdell's Kmas Puddmg .G. Evans
" 1225 The Temple of Many Visions G. H, Teed
" 4226 Doomed to the Dragon ........... ..G. H, Teed

" 1227 The House of the Wooden Lanterns . ..Go Hy Teed
" 4365 The Fistletoe I'ilk Mystery. ... i 3o EVEDS

" {350 The Masque of Time

" 1333 The Brute of Spigon G. H, Teed

" 1497 The Blood Brothers of Hm-Bu. ... ..o Go Ha Teed
" {531 The Land of Lost Men .. ...R. Hardinge

LR I

HOW'S YOUR MEMORY (Mo, 9)
By B, V. Copemen

THE SPTRIT OF CHRISTMAS
Vhat is happiness?
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Life, to many people, is one long hysterical vain search far
happiness. You will see them, faded wrecks of beautiful girls, pale
nervous yowng men; they have searched for a happiness supposed to be
found through indulgence in their own petty whims and fancies,

But is there any grester pleasure than the tirill to be felt when
one sees the gratitude in the eyes of another for some gift or help?
In the eyes of the voor man for the gift of money thet will mean a
orust of bread to his starving children, In the eyes of the sigk
person, alone in his ' belroom or ward, when he locks up to see that he
has at least one friend who can sacrifice some little time to chear him
in his loneliness.

In our busy work-s—-day lives we forget the pleasure of giving,
and are apt rether to seek the easier medes of relaxation after our
daeily toil,,..but at Christmas, perhaps, one does think more of the
pleasure of helping others,

As we ait before our cosy fires listening to the wind hovling
outside and blowing the snow about, everyone of us has thought: "ihl
If I were a millionaire, what pleasure I could give now! I would
wender from street to street leeaving behind me a path of gratitude.”
The very thought of it giving us exquisite pleasure.

We csll it the Spirit of Christmas.

¥EIC YROTE THE ABOVE MESSAGE?

The message I have quotes above appeared in the pages of tis
SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY. I wonder how many readers can recall and iden—
tify i$?

Ls the finsl contribution to the "How's Your Memory" seriez for
1957, we will for once refrain from withholding the answer.

It was written by the Editor of the S.B.L. and sppeared on the
first page of Special Christmas Issue No. 105 (First Series) issued
Decemper, 1319. i

In that same issue appesred a "powerful long Christmas Novel of
Sexton Blake, Tinker and Pedro" called FIVE YEARS LFTER. Even in 1919
this story was a reprint, though I am not aware where it appesrad
previously.

In his introductiou, tne Editor stated: "This is probably tie
most popular Christuss Novel that has ever been written. It wes
published originally in 1908, and later it was dramatised and played
in theatres all over England. In response to many and repeated
requests, I am publishing it this Christmas, as I feel sure that even
those readers who have read it before will revel in it, for it is a Ted




324
Christnas story, The spirit of Christmas envelopes every page."
(Wote: This story was written by W. Murrey Greydon. J.P.)
* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

ANSYER TO TEASER Yo, 8 (October 1957 C.D.)

I am wondering if any of you named Anthony Skene as the writer.
Skene always featured Inspector Coutts end he is no longer writing
Scxton Blake stories. 4nd the inclusion of the little Japanese......

Well, it wasn't Anthony Skene.

o, the author was WALTER EDWARDS and the story from which the
gix quotations were made wos THE NEWSPAPZR-SELLER'S SECRET which
someered in S.B.L. 2nd Series, No, 627 in June, 1938.

L8 far the extracts, No, 1 was scattored over page 2, No., 2 was
on page 14, ~nd Yos. 3 and 6 were from the endings fo chapters 17, 18
and 19.

GQuite o good yorn. The "clues" for identification were mainly
in the characters — also the eliminetion of the modern authors during
the course of the article.

The writer has a feeling that Walter Zdwards would be accseptable
to the mresent S.B.L, Editor, bub alss, Mr. Bdwards - like so many of
the "old brizede" — is no longer with us. And that is our less.

LI N

O TUUR WITH SEX{TON DLAKE
By Welter Vetb

This is a case of Sexton Blake in the famous city of Viemnna following
the disastrous events of the first world war when death end despair
elouded the beautiful eity and starvation caused the death of number-
lzo8 victims. Blake's case~book divulges only rare instances of his
activities in Viemma, and our tour of the once lmown "Queen City" of
Centrol Eurcpe deals with the nost important of his assignments there.
Introducing those famous cheracters, Granite Grant, of tie
British Secret Service and Mademoiselle Julie, of the French Secret
Service, affectionately remembered by weny old-timers; the story was
tutlished in March 1923 (no. 278 First Series) under the title of

(0. 3) TEE CASE OF TIE CABARET GIRL Author — Pierre Quirouls

Stories of the hunt for buried treasurck have been the novelists
delight for many years; in faet, so avidly has he seized upon this so
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fascinating theme as a means of entertaining his reader that he has
well-nigh done the subject to death; yet that fascination still
preveils today, albeit much dimmed by Teason of the radical changes
+hat have occurred in the standard and variety of our entertainment,
This is the story, partly fact, of the Hapsburg treasure - of the
attenpt of the revolutionists, in November 1918, to gain possession
of it and of how Sexton Blake came to have a hand in the wnearthing
of it. Back then, to Vicnna, to those thankful days following the
cessation of hostilities between the Allies and Germany,

Count Ctto Stralsund was a member of King Carl's entourage and
on very intimate terms with the emperor. VWhen Carl, having failed fo
win either the confidence or respect of his people, was forced to flee
with his suite from the Palace of Schonbrunn to the more friondly
enbrace of Switzerland and her subjects, he took with him the famous
Hapsburg Jewels hidden in trunks. It was only when they werc on the
troin that it was discovered that one of the trunls was missing,
Count Otto wns instructed to return to the palace and get it. IHo wos
accompenied by his daughter, Dalma, end a servent, a mon nvamed Fans
Dietrich, But revolution had broken out in Vienna, and they sroxe
unablo to fulfil their mission, The Count end his servant cuariod
the trunk eway to bury it, after which Dietrich stabbed and Mllod
the Count, possessed himself of the paper on which details of the
hiding-place of the treasure was given, and mede good his eserps, And,
as the assassin ran, so Dalma waited in the pelscc for the reham of
the father she would never see alive again.

From a window high up in the Burgtheater, Grenite Guent, vith
ladenoicelle Julie close to his side, watched as Vienna seetled in
revolt, Secret Service agents, they were enjoying the triwmph for
wiich eech had striven - that of the victory of their couwndry sgninst
German and Austrian aggression. The revelutionist mobs filled the
Ballplatz - the Whitehall of Viemna - and spresd across the Volls-
garten merging over into the Burg-Ring. When it became obvious te
Grant that the mob intended to raid the palace of the emperor, hio made
a murried rendezvous with Julie, and ran down the wide staircise of
the great building in thewke of the revolutionists, Daxrting across
the road and meking a detour of the Hofburg, he csme out into the
Opern-Ring., Following his progress, we see hin gein the Schadek
Gasse and from there to the Mariehilfer Strasse. great shopping
highway of Viemna and one of its longest thoroughfares, Reaciing
Schonbrunn and the green lawns of the Vorpark zhead of the ucbh intent
on lifting the tressure of the Hapsburg Monarchy, the value of whioh
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was beyond the purchase of money, Granite Grant gained the courtyard
of the palace as the revolutionists surged up the Schwender Gasse.
Pressed ageinst one of the upper windows he saw the face of a girl
remarkably like that of Julie. Actually, itwes that of Dalma,
aniciously awaiting her father, not knowing that he had just been
assassinated by Dietrich, Grent dashed up the famous "Blue Steps"
of Schonbrunn Palace, but after a mwrried search including an inspec~
tion of the Million Room and the Gobelin Room, he failed to find the
girl and vacated the building as the nob surged the Vorpark and storm-
ed the palace,

Dalme, having quitted the palace also, was found wandering in
the streets of Viemna by a Herr Gartner, a professor of dancing, and
bocaue known as Helena Gartner, In gratitude to his generosity to-
wards her she danced et night cabarets to augment his reduced income.
Both she and her brother swore to be revenged upon Dietrich for his
treachery,

When Richard Comway, a well-known London impresaric, saw Delma
dencing et one of the cabarets, he spproached her with a view to
obtaining her consent to dance 2t the Nuts end Wine Cabaret in
Pioccadilly - a new club he was shortly opening in London. Seeing 2
ring on Comway's finger which she recognised as having once belonged
to her fother, she was intrigued to discover that he had bougnt it
from an Ttelian named Andrea Morello, who taught French and Germen at
a translation bureau in Sergeant's Inn, just off Fleet Strest. A
refusel of Comway's proposal was quickly chenged to a compliance, and
s0 it came obout that Delma became 2 popular entertainer st the Nuts
end Wine Cebaret when ite doors were tlrowm open in invitetion to the
public, At Dalmab request Comway unhesitetingly gave her brother
Heinrich, a post as waiter in the club, Net kmowing Morello she
decided to keep watch in the hope that Dietrich might put in an
appearancz. A window in Mitre Court attracted her attention; it
oceurred %o her that she could keep watch on the window of the Elite
Trenslation Bureau without risk of observation could she gain access to
ite It belonged to en artist ncoed Basil Wilbrow, and acting on the
spur of the moment, she asked hin to paint her portrait, As Wilbrow
uorked so Dalma kept observation on the window opposite, Her
patience was rewarded when she saw Dietrich suddenly sppear at the
window,

In England under the assumed nsme of Robert Jansen, Dietrich
wanted to elicit Morello's assistance in wesrihing the tressure, and
in order to inspire the Italien to join forces with hir, showed him
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the Carlogitz Pendant, one of the jewels of the Hapsburg regalia, In
his greed Morello endeavoured to gain possession of the priccless
jewel; a quarrel ensued and Morello was killed. Delms, appearing on
the scane of the crime and ebout to ennct vengeance on Dietrich, was
attacked by the murderer with a heavy paper-weight, and in self
defence she was forced to shoot him.

When, distraught, she destroyed the peinting Wilbrow had almost
finished, it brought Sexton Blake on the scene, for the artist, mch
incensed by the act of vandalism, sought the eriminologist's advice.
A seemingly trivial case, there were many intercsting little points
@out the affair that Blake was prompted to investigate, Not the
lezst interesting bit of infommation was that Madame Lefovre - as
Yilbrow's client had introduced herself - was amazingly like Iadomoi-
selle Julic in appearance; and Blake had a very wholeseme adidiration
for the lovely and courageous French girl!

When Heinrich heard from his sistar of the double icilling ot the
Flite Translation Bureau his first thought was to obtain the pendmnt
and paper giving details of the exact spot where the treusurc uas
buried, He was interrupted by Blske, but flinging a tzblecloth over
the detective's hoad and tripping him up at the same moment, Heinrdich
esoaped, but lost the precious paper in his hurried exit frum the
building, to be found by Blake a little later. The full significance
of the anperantly meaningless writing on the psper was made ;lnin to
the detective when he met the danseuse and heard how her father hod
been rurdered by the troacherous Hans Dietrich. The police, loeidng
eny conclusive evidence that a third party had been present at the
double mrder at Sergeant's Inn, had formed the theory that the men
hed ¥illed each other, and Blake advised Dalma to forget the perp she
had pleyed in the affeir,

The clue he possessed to the tremsurek then claimed Blakels
whols attention, snd when he met Julie unexpectedly at the lube and
Wine Cabaret thoy exchmged confidences, elthough Julie naively
sllowed Blake to do most of the telling and forbore in return to
roveel onything which might have been advantageous to the detective
in his investigations., To her secret delight, Bloke even revoaled
the  fact that he had the paper giving the hiding place of the trea—
sure trunk, and went so far as to give her nlmost the preciss details
written on it. Almost, because lmowing his Julie and her air of
nasumed artlessness, Blake knew she would lose no time in telling
Grant of her triumph, after which the pair would lose little time in
poscessing themselves of the treasure. But having given her one or
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iwo felse directions, Blske rela:reg in the knowledge that neither she
not Grent could beat him to the spot where the trunk ley hidden.
Therefore, es the friendly rivals converged upon Viemna in the final
stages of the hunt the cards were 211 in Blake's favour.

As he and Tinker reached Salzburg, Grenite Grant was en route to
Constantinople (now Istembul). Day followed day as the engine
snorted its way across the little Balksn States. Across the scorching
Thracdan plain; pest the sea of Harmore, shimmering like a plateau of
¥ pale bluish-green, through e breach in the crumbling mediaeval walls
of Byzantium into Constantinople.

On reaching the Embassy, Grant found a wire from Julie awziting
him, bidding him join her in Vienna. Having discevered Bloke's
directions inasccurate, Julie had, nevexrtheless, managed to hit on the
trail of a men whose ambitions ran parallel to their own. She had
followed him to the Hietzinger Friedhof Churchyard and saw him
sezrching about amongst the tombstones. When, eventually, Grant was
brought face to face with the strenger, he recognised him as'a young
Austrien he had net during the war, IHis name wes Von Bruer, and his
quest for the treasure was solely in the interests of Delma and
Hoinrich,

But when Grent and Julie did uneerth the trunk 211 they found
inside wes & heap of stones and dirt, plus a card bearing Sexton
Blcke's corpliments! Guostioned in London later by his two indignant
friends, Blake denied kmowledge of the whereabouts of the treasure,
apart from confessing that he had been with Von Bruer when the latter
dug it up, but hod not waited far it to be opened. Not for the first
time hed Blake been in & position when ignorance was by far the better
policy to follow. The destination of the Hepsburg jewels was & mettcr
of which he proferred to know nothing zbout.

T ———— ; 3 i n

MATED: lingnets 400/600, 1000/1300.  Geums 1/900, 1250/1450
rreferobly bound, Your price of exchenges. Write airmail.
CUHARLES VAN RENEN, BOX 50, ULTENHAGE, SOUTH AFRICA.
WAITED: Magnets, Goms, all years but peferably pre 1925. Holiday
Amusls, 5.0.1s zGrcNi'riz'Is stories), Any condition considered but
price rust be reascnable.
. GORDON, 113 NEWINGTON GREEN ROAD, LOWDOW if.1.

* * K *  #
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HAMILTONIANA

compiled by Herbert Leckenby

Frenk Richards tells me that there will be & shert Bunter story
in the Christmns number of "Time and Tide,"

* * *

Who would expect to find a flash of Haniltonia in a war-time
convoy to Russia? Magnetites will find nostalgic pleasure amid the
shot end shell of the February Sexton Blake Library entitled "The
Sea Tigers" by Peter Sexon., Remember.....Poter Saxon is an old
Magnetite from way back,

* k%

NOW SOME ARTICLES WITH SOME CHRISTMAS MEMORIES

Do_You Remember? By Roger M., Janlkding
No. 27 - Boys! Friends 1175~1180 = The Texas Lick Sexies

Quite & number of American cheracters appesred at Cherles
Harilton's schoola from time to time, and very fow of tham were In
ony way a credit to the United States. Certeinly one of the most
striking was Texas Lick whom the Fistical Four had encountorcd during
their long Canadian visit in 1923,

Texas Lick was rather like Fisher T Fish in his suprasc conbenot
for the bockward country in which he was obliged to obain his
sducction, but spart from that there was little roscmblance betvecn
the two characters, The Rookwood schoolboy was the ebullient,
adventurous son of a millionaire, yet this made him no more attraotdve
then Fish becanse with all his enterprise therc was a note of
and hardness that made him quite repulsive. Tubby Muffin wes quite
sorry for having fatuously offered to take him in hand and eivilise
hin,

Jirmy Silver in Lis good-natured way asked hia chums if they
could stand the American junior over the Clristmes holidays to save
hin from having to remain on at Rockwood on his own, but the ansver
t0 his enguiry was an emphatic negative., These preliminaries, however,
tuwmed out to be quite superflucus, for Texas Lick invited hinself,
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and all five of them were cventually installed at Jimmy Silver's home,
where there was in due course yet another Ghost of the Priory.

The author never intended that Texas Lick should be likeable,
but he did not grudge him the attributes of courageousness and
and resourcefulness, He successfully roped in a mad bull at Roclwood
(a feat which earned him & pardon for having lessooed Mr. Dalton Just
baforehand), he refused to be intimidated when Lovell rasqueraded as
the ghost of the Priory, end he wes also instrumental in saving Nr.
Silver from being cheated of a fthousand pownds,

Jire Silver was an art collector, but, like many people in those
hard times, he was feeling the pinch and had decided to sell a
Tintoretto to a desler for that amount, Texas Lick opined.that
whilat Mr, Silver was a wise man, the purchaser must have been a mug
to pey so much for such a daub, His impudence wes, however, forgiven
when, by 2 neat picce of tracking in the snow, he discovered that the
men who had called to collect the painting was an imposter, This
Christmas story constituted the most pleasant number in the series.

Back at School again in 1924 the series be to deteriorate.
Texas Lick encountered a cardshorp on the train (the ubiquitous
Coptain Punter), and turned the tables on him, only to find that no-
one had eny admiration for his cunning, He became more and more
unpopular until eventually the crzsh came; in an odd sort of a fole
he induced the Fistical Four to accompany kim to Brighton on a spree,
without leave. The result was a flogging apiece - except for Texas
Liel, who decided to leave Rookwood precipitately, and the old schocl
Inew hir no more,

The Texes Lick series was in nore senses then one a hangover
from the long Cancdian series. The decision had almost been made to
loove the Fistical Fowr in Canade perumenently, and their eventurl’
rotur %0 Rookwood perheps found the cuthor a little out of touch, like
the junicrs who had been absent for so long, Bub this wes not the end
of the Rockwood stories in the Boys' Friend, and there were still some
#ood things in store for readers whon Texas Lick finally departed from
the Hookwoed scenc.

* * * X *

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL

(In this series, Eric Fayne touches on cortain matters of interest to
students of the Hamilton papers. He gives his own views superficially.
If you will write te him, expressing your opinions on the fopics he
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discl)lsses , he will summarise readers' views in a future issue of the
CoDe
No, 9. WIICH WERE THE 3EST CHRISTHAS NUMBERS?

Could a good ¥mas tale be staged at the schools, or was it
preferable to feature a party held elsewhere? Which were the worst
Christmas numbers?

In my opinion, the Gem's best Clwistmes numbers care between
the blue covers; the Magnet's, very meny years later. The Gem's
Christues stories played out at St. Jin's were (a) Binks playing

ost. (b) Mr. Selby's guest playing ghost. (c) "Hobody's Study".
ﬁ) "The Shadow of the Past" - an Outwam Story. (e) The Christmns
barring-out. Of these 4, B and C were very fine stories, mndo
outstanding by a seascnable eerie quality; in fact "obody s Study"
is a great favourite of mine. The Outram yarn hod its moments, but
it looked something that the others possessed, end of course, it
appeared in 1917, a not particularly sparkling time for the Gem. The
barring-out tales were good of their type, but a barring-cut 2t
Christmas seemed badly tiued.

My favourite of all the Gem's Christmas issues conizinsd "The
lystery of the Painted Room", which means I preferred the Xuns frles
to be staged away from the schools. In my view, the Gem never again
presented & Christmas story to equal "Painted Rocu" wihich erpesred
in 191%. True, many later festive seasons wore spent at Bastircod
House - & nemorable one oceurring during the Tom Merry-Cardew foud ~
bub they were spoiled for me by being staged on the mamnoth seclo of
& Hollywood musieal, introdueing characters from here, there and
everywhere in Hamiltonia., Of cowrse, far too many Gem Xurs stories
were written by substitute writers.

The oddest Gem Xmas number I recell was in 1910, when & double
mmber contained "Levison, the Schoolboy Datective", a shortish,
quite wnseasonzble St, Jim's yarn. A real Christmas story actucdly
appeered later the same year.

The Magnet had so many spanking Christmas series thet it is
difficult to decide on the best. In eerly days there were a fow
staged at the schocl, but they were slight, episodic affairs, with
the exception of "Drummed Out of Greyfriars" which wus unseasonsble
and a poor choice for Christmns, None of the early Magnet Chrisimases
reached the qualify of "Nobody's Study", end ore hardly worth
considering.

But in later years we cculd olways rely on & masterpiece ab
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Christmes in the Magnet. I liked to spemd my Christmas at Wharton
Lodge, and I place first the series with Bunter hiding away in the
sttic = followed closely by Bunter in the well at Mauleverer Towers,
and Cavandale Abbey a close third.

I did not like Yuletide at sea, and possibly because it starred
minor characters, wes not very keen on Yuletide in the Highlends.

For sheer gimple charm, I think that "Tom Merry's Christmas" the
Gem!s first Christmes number, tekes a lot of beating.

Its just my point of view. Vhat's yours?

EE R

CONTROVERSTAL RCHOES

Noo. T. Cen any criticism be levelled et the reformation of Vernon—
Smith and Levison?

HARRY BROSTER writes:= "That Vernon-Smith was the counterpart of
Luwiley-Lunley is matter of personal opinion. That their early misdeeds
were on a par as far as actual villiamy was concerned, yes, but that
ig s fer as it goes. Vernon-Smith¥s reformation was farcical., He
lapsed too often into his former bad habit for any refometion. Cn
the whole, he cowld not be called a pleasant character. As Eric

Fayme soys, his tricks reminded ws too much of & vicious adult, not

& boy of nearly sixteen,

But that is where his charm lay, Frank Richards depicted him as
an unrelisble type - when he was good, he was very good, but when he
was bad - well, he vas an intrigwing character. But the fault was,
he was wicked beyond his years.

There Levison scored. His femlts were legion, but they were
the bad traits of an unpleasant boy of fifteen, We can say his
reformation was complete. It had to be with such & character as his
brother Frank to make it fessible. But he was still an interesting
choaracter when he was "good" remember, because he maintained that
great treit, his shrewdness end keen mind, Cherles Hamilton has
invested all his best cherceter with that keenfss and wisdom beyond
their years. Bring to mind, Xerr, Roylance, ¥f8s and Luiley-Lurley,
Cavdew too (he was Vernon-Smith overaain, of course). Then, the
Bounder and Mauly from Greyfriars; Jimmy Silver, and that other
"peformed" character, the Caterpiller of Highcliffe.

No, the reformation of Vernon-Smith never happened - his appeel
ley in the faet thet he wes apt to break out any time, Levison's had
to be complete, ctherwise ne Frank Levison and no need for Cardew, We
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lost Levisen, the cad, but we gained the Levison brothers, both great
charecters and both great assets to their school, and we had for good
measure, Cardew, perhavs in scme ways better than the Bounder and
certainly more likeable.

ROGER JENKINS writest= "I would agree with you in seying that the
early Vernon-Smith was the counterpart of Lumley-Lunley, not Levison,
but if my mewory serves me right Vernon-Smith really did refom: in the
early days of the first World War; the trouble was that Mr. Quelch
never believed in the genuineness of this reform. In No, 413 of the
Hegnet an expelled boy re-appesred and struck up an acquaintance with
the Bounder, whose reputation suffered as a result.

fnother similar story was "The Bounder's Guest" in Ho, 453 in
which Mornington of Rockwood, who was also dutious about the reform—
etion, called at Greyfriars in a thousend-guinea car to take Swithy
out on a spree. The refomation actually did end in the fanous series
in Nos, 487-490 in which the Bounder tired of being wnjustly suspected,
and really did relapse: this was far better then incrudible serics
in which he tried to get all his enemies expelied in the deys of the
rod Magnet, though it may have been too subtle to anpesl to most
readers. Anyway, having started as black and having turned white the
Bounder ended up an attractive shade of grey, to the satisfaction of
all readers.

I can never really make up my mind sbout Levison, There wors
so nany fine stories in the Blue Gem which revolved around his
plotting that I cannot regret his early villiany, Yet would the
Cordow-Levison-Clive axis have been half so good without the rcfor ed
Levison, whe could never reproach Cardew without being reminded of lis
own unsavoury past? Think of 211 the good steries that care about
as a rosult of Levison's reformation - particularly when he vas being
scarchod by Fr. Railton and threw in the fire an incriminating docw:ent
of Cardew's — and I feel sure thet most readers would never lava
wished Levison's career to have been anything but whot it was.

ERIC FATYE says:- "There cen be little doubt that our two combri~
butors to this ergument iave swmed up what is the view of the average
reeder. We are wnanimovs over the Bownder., Levison — well as T have
szid befere, I always have a tinge of regret over his reform, and was
never perticulerly keen on brother Fronk, A1l the same, I agree with
Roger, and would probably not have willed things to be different from
what they were.

Mrs, Vera Nicholls has pointed cut that it was Jemime Carstairs




334
and not Feula Crecl who wore a monocle, znd I em indebted to Irs,
Nicholls for the loen of four Schoolgirl's Owns, which show that
Jemima was at Morcove before she went to Cliff House. I was very
surprised to learn this, for it weuld sean obvious thet the Morcove
and Cliff House tales of the period ceme from the same writer.

* X K ¥ *
THE LATEST 703 MERRY BOOKS
Reviewed by Eric Fayme
nIROUBIE FOR TOM MERRY" (Spring Books 2/6) Frank Richards

This is cne of the very finest stories that the star author has
written since the war, It contains good character work, humcur and
drora, A highlight is a cricket match between St. Jim's and Grey-
friars, on the occasion of which Billy Bunter visits the Suscex
schocl and is the cause of nuch of the trouble for Tom. Wonderful
value for money, this wusually fine story concentrates its plot on
the leading characters, and it is a grand feast of reading for Tom
Herry fans of all ages.

WIHROUGH THICK AUD THIN®  (Spring Books 2/6) Frank Richards

This is a story of Talbot's past, end admirers of the Toff
should be in their element, Though the basic theme is femiliar, the
plot develops on fairly novel lines. It 1s sketched on a spaller
canvas than the Toff stories of years ago, and, in my view, is all
the better for being so, in that the characterisation is far mere
intimete and the plot more closely imit.

In passing, I was told in the book department of a grent store
that the demand for Tom Merry bocks is enomous. Certeinly, I saw a
large pile of them one day, and the following day every copy had been
aold.

nyE TISAPPEARANCE OF TOM MERRY" (Spring Books 2/6) Frank Richards

This excellent story of lddnapping is packed with thrills,
chills end laughs, Tom Merry is the pivot of the story, which is very
satisfying, Kerr is shown es the canny Scot, while Miss Friscilla
Fawcett maokes a welcome re-appearsnce. Inapector Skeat scems un-
usually dim-witted, but that is a minor detail. Grand reading which
should please everybody.
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"Jack of the Circus" from the same publishers, same price, is
also on sale. % %
Here's an emusing article to chuckle ower by the Christmss
fireside.
THE DIRTY OLD TRAMPS OF GREYFRIARS
By Eaward Davey

Let me hasten to explain at once that I am nct referring to any
of the sctual immates of the dear old school., Heaven forbid! T refer
of course, to the tramps end ruffians who figure in meny of the stories
end for whom, I far one, have quite a soft spot in my heart; adding
as they do so much life, colour and interest to the teles.

Very many of these individuals have figured in these storics
since their inception in 1908; perhaps scores, Frank Richarda hes a
gendus for finding apyropriate names for his charecters and +he tamps
are no exception. "Smudge" Purkiss, A1f Hoplins, Bill Hugging, Jiroy
Cuggs, Ike the Weasel, Peter the Pincher, Fighting Fred =nd many cthers,

They are birds of passage; figuring only in a particuler story
or series. The "Bockies" - Joey Banks and Bill Lodgey, are verhapg
af a 8lightly higher social status, and in any case, are not birds of
passage, being, so to speak, on the "permsnent staff" of the stories.

It is interesting to reflect thet the tramps ond ruffisns are
really relics of a bygone social era. In Vietorian snd Edwardiem days
men cculd and did marry on 18/9 a week, and our tremps aforeszid,
covld und did "scrounge" a feckless livelihood. Needless to say
conditions have since changed enormously. It would be impossible to
live on anything like this nowadays and during the war raticn and
identity cards were required, Thus the inglorious race of tranps has
very largely died out. The modern equivalent would rrobably be the
even less desirable types of the "spiv", the racecourse tough, and a
more "Smart Alee" type of individual. In other words a more sophis-
ticated type of workshy.

But however this nay be, the tramp and the ruffian certainly
rleyed a staunch part, 2nd anyone conversant with the stories will
recall numercus episodes in which these gentry figured.

Thus, for example, in the "Muccclini's Circus" series (1936)
the rascally Italisn circus proprietor who was a Fascist spy and whose
secret was discovered by Bunter, would gladly have given a years
takings to be zble to "fire" Bunter from the circus, He hires ons
Jimy Gugzs to "beat up" the fat Oul, but needless to say two
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attempts both fail owing to the timely arrival of the Femous Five. As
one character remarks ruefully, "they are ‘andy at 'andling a covey."

Tremps often figure in episcdes of robbery or attempted robbery
with viclence or threats of violence, as for example, in the "Woter
Lily" series when one ALf Hopkins makes Bunter cook him a breakfast and
thon loots the camp; the Famous Five having gone for a swim. How
W fred subsoguently gets his just deserts abt the hands of the Fumous
Five, is cleverly tcld later in the sborye

Sometimes tramps play quite a prominent part in the plot of a
story; as for example in the "Tuck Shop Rebellion" series (Magnet
Hose 1510 = 1515) and that very funny single story, "Coker the Kid-
naprer."  (Magnet 1516).

In "Coker the Kidnapper" the Choupion Chump of Greyfriars has
the fatheaded notion of having Wingate held a prisoner in Friardale
Wood by three tramps; on the princivle that if he won'i play Coker
in the team, neither shall Wingate be allowed to play.

Bunter conveniently overhears something, and needless o sa¥/ the
nlot misfires; Wingate is rescued by the Femous Five and the trehps
lurk in ambush to rob Coker. What the Fifth Form Fathead lacks in
breins he possesses abundantly in brewn and pluck, and a stirring
fight ageinst hopeless odds is graphically recorded.

"It was a terrific fight., One or other of the tramps was dowm
necrly all the time under Coker's mighty jolts. But he always had et
least two at o time to contend with, and not only his wealth, but the
daniage he was doing, urged them one "

Coker totters back to Greyfriars a complete wreck with two black
oyes and inmumercble bruises, By general consent it is considered that
he has collected his own punishment, and Wingnte good naturedly
refroins from reporting hin for what would have been at least o Head's
Tlogglng.

But for the master ¢f the school to enlist the aid of tramps for
the purpose of maintaining discipline was a real tour de force by
Frank Richards.

This occurred in the "Puckshop Rebellion" series when the Head
and re Quelch were both away i1l es the result of an accident caused
by, (of ccurse) Bunter's foolishness. lr. Hacker wes appointed Head-
master temporarily, but being weak and vain as well as fully deserving
his nickname of the "Acid Drop", indulged in cutregecus petty tyranny
which caused the Rerove to revolt,

Eventually, led by Mauly, they barred out in the Tuckshop with
the hearty good wishes of the School., Even the Prefeccts were goaded
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into revolt in the end and refused to take any further action against
the rebels.

Various nmethods having failed to effeet a surrender Hacker,
although bitterly determined, was at his wits end, gnd a chance
encounter with a tramp who tried te rob him on a lo road across
Courtfield Commen in the dusk of a February evening, gave him an idea,

The tramp threatening to "bash" hiswiith a cudgel if he did not
nand over a "quid" merely brought the Acid Dropsbitterly exasperated
foolings to boiling point. OCrash came his walking stick on to Z11
Jugginb battered bowler, "ow! bust my bubttons", howled the tramp,
who ofter a few more juicy swipes gives Hacker best.

As related however, the Acid Drop hes had an-idea and arronges
for Juggins to bring along five or six more of his own lkddney to doal
with the recalcitrant Remove, at a remmeration of 2 quid spisce.

"Basy money" think the workshys; but is it? Rib tickling
scenes follow, and needless and happily to say, the tramps ere oub-
generelled and routed by fhe Removites. At first Hucker refuses to
pay up when the tramps fajl, but being minus the surport of tie rost
of the ascheol is made to under dire threats. The tracps are soon
lmstled awey then; never has Greyfriars seen such an umsavolry crow
or witnessod such unscemingly scenes.

This particular series is a very striking example of how what is
really a "young" story; with much knockabout coredy stuff reminiselent
of Charlie Chaplin; and sometimes even rather silly, as for exa:isle
wian the rebels capture Hacker and make hin do the washing up; is
novertheleass superbly told with the author's ususl scholaxrly dngiich,
and excellent literary craftsmanship.

Towever, enough has been said &t any ruts, to show how even
minor characters like our dirty unwashed friends were woven into the
werp and woof of Greyfriars.

FOR SALE: Holidey dnmwisl 1940 = 12/=;  CuI. Amunl 1956 - 5/=;
25 CuDs. — 5/—=; Tiger Tims Annual 1935 — 4/- Postage Extra
Would exchenge - 65 BENTTAH STREET, EELFAST.

144 Red Magnets for Sale from Ho. 6 to 395. What offers! S.4.D.
LITVAK, 70 CRAFFORD AVENUE, STLINES, MIDIL.
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB

LONDOH SECTT (i

A very good attendance assembled at the flat of Roger Jenkins
and David Harrison on the occasion of the November meeting, On show
was 'The Greyfriars Cup' which cur Les Rowley had presented for the
competition between the four clubs., Also on show for members who had
ordered them were copies of "Boys will be Boys", the three new Tom Merry
books, "Billy Bunter's Own Anmal" and "Jack of the Circus".

L very fine talk on Paul Pontifex Prout was given by Roger
Jeilzing and this was thoroughly enjoyed, great wes the applause at its
conclusion. Then it was the tum of the other host, David Harrison,
who 2ot busy with the film projector, First film was in colour and
was one of Roger's efforts, Shots of London and Havant were seen but
the middle of the film wes the highlight as it showed some of Roger's
collection of "Magnets" - "Gems" and S.0.Ls". Second feature was a
filn of "Tom Brown's Schooldays." This was greetly enjoyed by all
present, the grand performance of Dr. Armold in the film was superb.
Three teams were arranged, Greyfriars, St. Jim's and St, Frank's for
future quizzes. The Christmas meeting will take place on Sunday, 15th
December at T06 Lordship Lane, Wood Green, London N.22, Herbert
Leckenby hopes to be yresent at this meeting and to bring down a good
supply of the "Collectors' Digest Annual,"

UNCLE BENWAMIN

* ¥
HORTHERN SECTION MEETTHG — Gth NOVEMBER, 19

Cnee again there was quite a lot to discuss but vnder Chairmen
Stanley Smith's able guidance pll items were got tirough and ware
dealt with speedily and fo everyone's satisfaction.

First ceme the matter of the Christmas Party date 14th Decomber.
It was wmenimously decided o follow on the lines of last yoar starting
about 4,30 with tea at the Club Room instead of a mesl in town. Then
cano plans for the Greyfriars Jubilee Cup. It was plainly cevident we
shan't be short of copy. Followed more sbout the arrangerents for the
Leeds Fublic Library Exhibition next Felruary,

J. Breeze Bentley then took over to give his always looked for-
ward to ammual talk, This year his subjeot was ™The Fourth Form at
Rookwood" the scheol which hitherto has not had its fair share of
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publicity. Breeze's talk did a good deal to wake up for the neglect
and was groatly enjoyed. It will appear in next year's Ammusl,
Theve was just time for a novel quiz. A five weeks waib for
the Party unfortunately, anyway let's have a bumper attendance.
HERBERT LECKENBY
Horthern Section Correspondent.

* ¥ *
FIDLAND SECTION MEETING - 28th OCTOBER, 1957

ks expected there were interesting repuxcussions to our
Tressurer's provocafive talk of last month and the good attendance at
this meeting enjoyed a lengthy debate lead off by Ray Bemnott.

As is the normal case in such occasions, we could have gone
on all night, the subject ranged from one thing to another but coon
Juck Ingram (back in the Chair) hed to call a hali for we brd the all-
important Greyfriars Jubilee Cup Competition to discuss. One £ood
item for this was read to the assembled company by Madge Corbett and
so well received was it that other material of a like nature were
promized by members. So far so good, it will not be = maltter of what
to put in ss what to leave out.

The night ended, after a good library session, with Ted D=voy
reading to us some of the Clubs early activities. These were fron
the C.D. of course, and brought back happy memories to the fondution
members present, and much interest to the others.

The date for the Decembor meeting was confimed es Honday, 16th
end vill be held in the Club lounge. Hovember 25th will of course be
George Chatham's filn show.

HARRY BROSTER
Secretary.
* %

MERSEYSIDE SEOTION - SUNDAY, 10th NOVERERR

There was en excellent attendance at the sixti: Anmal Meeting
of the Merseyside Branch 0,B,B.C. The Chairmsn in a short speech
roviewed the Club's colivities over the past year end touched upon
some of the things we hoped to do in the year to come. 3oth the
financial and the Library states were reported to be in good cordition,
The re-eloction of officers then took place. Satisfggtion wes express-
ed for the present holders and 41y were re-elected en bloe. Some
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considerable discussion then ook place on the "Greyfriars Hereld"
competition, and some new idezs and suggestions were duly noted.
Following tea the exrangements for the Xmas meeting and party were
agrced upon. This will be on Sunday, Sth December at 4 p.m. with the
business side first, followed by bea and then two or three hours of
the Xmas party spirit. All marbers ere earnestly requested to
attond and make everything go with a2 swing, The evening concluded
with an entirely new and novel quiz by Don Webster. In this the nomes
of popular school characters had to be built up letter by letter.
This quiz was clearly won by Frank Umiin., One chenge of address -
Mr, Po Jo Laffey is now at 102 Antonio Street, Liverpool 20.

ext meeting as advised, Sunday, Sth December, 4 p.m, sharp.

HORIEH PRAGNELL
Secretary, Merseyside Branch 0.B.E.C.

WA R R R L FRR R e *¥ # i H ok

CERISTEAS DINHER - TIE FIRESIDE -  and THE AWNUAL?
Here's what you will be nble to resd -
Twrn Beck the Clock. Lord Mawloverer, That Other Detective.

Fippiniana, Browsing in Homilton Byways.
The lMzn from Bzker Street. The Dreadnought.
1950 - 1934 The Golden of the Magnot

Frank Richard's Schooldays. The Holidey innuals. Jin the Penmen,

Prefocts of 3t. Franikls, The Norceve Story.
The Story of John Creasey. The Collectors' Whos iho.

THE ELEVENTH ANWUAL - AS GOOD AS THE OFIER TEN
Have You ordered your copy? There's only & fow lelt.

Price 12/6

FOR SAIR R FYCHEIGE: Hagmets 1307, 4349, 1359, 1379, 1555, 1575,
1576, 1577, 1578, 1579, 1581, 1583, 1584, 1593, 1594, 1602, 1603, 1612,
1625, 1632, 1535, 163, 1637, 1638, 1655, 1657, 1658, 1660, 1661, 1662,
1663, 1676, 1680, 1681, 1682, GR@IS: 1651, 1566, 1594, 1595.
GREENWOCD, 63 GRIFFITHS DRIVE, ASHNORE PARK, WEDIZSFIELD, STAFFS.
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The Last Days of Berlin (Ne. 395) .

Amid the bounb-blested ruins of the dying city that wes once
Berlin, a lone girl flees despairingly before the advancing hordes of
Zhukov's victorious armies. ©She is Gisela Meyer, trusted zgent of
Adolf Hitler. In her possession a secret which could reshape the
destiny of the entire world. No less thap the plans and documents for
the construction of the V3, a long-range rocket with an atomic warhend.
With this weapon, capable of inflicting immense destruction in her
vossession it would be possible, even at the eleventh hour, for
Gormany to turn certain defeat intc crushing victery. Her mission to
deliver the plans to Grond Admiral Deenitz, named by the Puchrer as
his successor. iHounded by the Russian Secret Police by orie
Zeroff to first relieve her of the vital plans and then to disnose of
h\.r, Gisela finds em glly in Sexton Blake. VWorking on behelf of L1
ent, Blake's assignment is 1o gain possession of the
=11 costs,

This is a tough, brutal novel, and becsuse of its aut
hos severzl rovolting incidents, It is these things becy
and wor is euch and every one of them, In the writing of this st
Poter Saxon surpasses anything he hes previocusly written amd su
the complete answer to these who insist thet the best Blole stories
were written many moons ago, An outstanding and memcrsble novel.

Rating.

¥alk in Foar (No. 396)

One has to delve well intc the pest in order to secik the last
oceasicn when a Christmas sbory of Sexton Blake was published. To the
year1934 in fact, 23 yesrs ago., Now in the old tradition, we have
Blake egain solving a scries of crimes in the scasvnal stmosphere of
a white Christmas. This time it is at s country house on the Thames
neer Marlow, To be exact, very neer the house thot the lete Edger
Wallace owned and in which he used to live,

An guthor submits to an agent a novel which will cbvicusly prove
a best seller, It is eccepted with alacrity by a publisher. The
Daily Post want to print it as & seriz1 prior to publiczticn. But the
author - MacDonald Hnll - disnppesrs. An advertising campaign ruh by
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the Post brings startling results, for no fewer than five people lay
cleim to be the missing authord

From this point = to use a melodramotic term - death drops in.
The claimants begin to die mysteriously. Whose the hend that strikes
them down? Who and where is the real iMacDonald-Hell? These are the
baffling queries Blake sets himself to solve,

The hand that described with such powerful intensity the humil-
iati n of Berlin is much more relaxed herc as befits the festive ses-
son, ond the resulisant fare is a light and cgreezble mixture of mystery
suzpense end hurour. A most satisfying and entertaining wind-up to
the 1957 progromme. WALTER WEEB,

Hating Very good

NELSON LEE COLUMN

by JACK WOOD
Hlostew, 328 Stocdkton Lame, York.
Phone: 25795

* Ok O * %

bs we como towards mnother seascn of good cheer, may I first
take this opportunity of wishing evoryons, especially the incrensing
band of staunch Leeites, o Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous
Hew Yeor, with many more to come.

Christnas, without excepiion, has always been a particulsrly
happy time for recders of the adventures of Nelson Lee, Nipper and the
boys of St. Frenk's, not forgetting, of course, the young ladics of
Moor View., Year zffer year, Edwy Searles Brooks come up with =
sproklingly fresk story in which the familier ingredients of snow,
nysbery, adventure and reascnable enjoyment were skilfully blended for
our pleasure. It was in these yarns, as well as in the summer holiday
series, thatBrooks's ability to rix boys and girls without mawkish
sentinent wes so well demonstrated. One of the best Christmas stories
in this vein was, I think, wes that in which the younger Handforths
took their boy and girl chums to the Norfolk home of their Uncle
Gregory. Therc was, of course, pleaty of snow, and more then a little
mystery, but to me the story is memorable for the description of Handys
endegvours to live up to his boast thet he will spot his girl chum,
Irenc Monners, at the maskod boll and kiss her under the mistletoe.
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His reward is to be her dancing partnership for the rest of the cven—
ing, but the path of recognition is mot o be so snocth, Doris
Berkeley, the tomboy of the Moor View contingent, promptly enlists the
aid of a prospective Pirate Chief, namely, Willy Handforth, who has
already been seen by Edward Oswald in his striking costume. Irens had
intended going to the ball as en Irish Colleen, and with 2 delicious
piece of "planting" Handy gets to know. When the colleen enters the
ballroom with the other girls, Handy, dressed as en impressive Porthos
indentifies the colloen as Irene by her "exquisite poise", "those
graceful ankles", "that wonderful, graceful walk," As she strolls over
to the bench under the mistletoe he dashed over, trips over his sword
which shoots between his shin and his calf, He sprawls with a texrific
cxash, slithering on the shiny floor for about two yards, but sword in
one direction, his hat in another, and his spurs rattling noisily, much
to the hilarious approval of the rest of the party! Underterrcd he
carries on and pulls the colleen under the mistletoe where " ho deliv-
ered a full kiss - a besuty", The girls howl with laughter, and so
does everyone else, but the colleen slaps Handy's foce — hard — and
runs off. A cackling Pirate Chief stands by, but the infuristod and
dismayed Handy, grabs him, carries him out of the ballroom and hurls
him into a snowdrift outside the window. The mask slips and . Handy
realises that the Pirate Chief is Irems, while the collecen must have
been Willy. "Disinfecting" his lips with smow to erase the tasto of the
kiss, Handy goes back to a yelling audience in the ballroom, whore
later he spots the Pirate Chief, who runs into the conservatory. Handy
follows to seek forgiveness amid the shaded lights and the cosy
loneliness, "Ted, how could you?" asks tho Pirate Chicf softly as
Tod sceks forgiveness, "Silly, there's nothing to forgive," and the
Firate produces a sprig of mistletos, He grabs her and kisses lier on
the 1lips. "Help, water” retorts the Pirate Chief - Willy!

Yes, therc has been another "switch" between the girls and the
irrepressible Willy! But Handy gets his own back, for during the
explenations by Irene she welks under the mistletos and Hendy takea
her in his ames and gives her two ldsses for good measure! He gots
his due reward of a permanent dence partner for the evening, if course,
and the other boys end girls pair off as ususl to enjoy the festivities,

Only Willy is disgruntled, or at least as one of my favourite
authors, P. G. Wedehouse, might put it, far from gruntled, After all,
he has been kissed twice, and he feels that cnly some disinfectant
will remove the flavour]

That series was the preliminary to the first, and better,




344
Northestrién series in which the boys and girls and many of their
elders too, found a hidden cowntry in the Arctic wastes.

That, however, is another story, and for now I'11 leave you with
+the memory of Nipper and Co, around the festive board, hoping that you
too will have an enjoysble Christmas witk lots of good things to eat
and drink, happy memories to recell, and lots of good reading in the
Anmual, and other publications from the pens of our favourite authors.

B il el 6k

EXCHANGE — RARE HAMILTONIA Boys Friend Libraries - all the Hamilton
stories except 2; Chuckles, No, 1 to 37 containing Frank Richerds
stories. Populars No, 1 onwards. Boys Friend Weeklies containing
Rookwood yarns. Schoolboys' Own Librery over 100 containing Grey-
friars - Rookwood — St. Jim's ete. early rare series end later.
Complote T of 1921 Boys Heralds, also Greyfriars Heralds centaining
Bonbow yarns. Magnets and Gems - good years €.g. 19%2 Gems etc. Red
covered Magnets inc, 1st and 2nd Christmas Nos. in mint condition.
lmber vanted in excellent condition for binding, are:

NAGHEIS: 662, 663, T43, 141, T48, 61, 763, 766, T14, 848, 862, 875,
942, 876, 959, 971, 981, 982, 9€3, 984, 1100, 1117, 1125, 1126, 1169,
1173, 174, 1191, 1193, 1192, 1194, 1205, 1206, 1208, 1452.

mis: 412, 416, 421, 434, 461, 525, 546, 553, 563, 564, 586, 600, 120
721, 7122, 723, 781, 800, 841, 844, 845, 847, 856, 920, 923, 924, 928,
935, 936, 952, 953, 954, 970, 973, 974. RANGERS: small serics Nos.
86 to 125, Condition must be very good. In practically 211 cases, if
roquired, I cen replaco bocks sent to me with my copy only slightly
below binding condition itself.

SYD SIETE, No. | BRANDON SIREET, CLOVELLY, N.S.W. AUSTRALIA.

FOR SALE: Hundreds of pre-war Boys papers including, lMedern Boys,
Boys Magazines, Buzzers, Champions, Triumphs, Pioneers, Skippers,
Union Jacks, Boys Friend Libraries, Detective Weeklies, Startlers,
Boys Cinemas, Sexton Blake Libraries {third series) end many others of
that vintage. Please write stating mmbers -

JAMES SWAN, 3 FIFTH AVENUE, QUEENS PARK, LONDON, W.10.

SAIE: 75 Hegnets 1938-40. 35 Collectors' Digests No. 93 onwsards.
Offers: T. 4. JOHNSO¥, RABY COTIAGE, RABY PARK, NESTON, WIRRAL, CHZSH,

L4TE UEWS: Just as we go to press news comes to hand (via Bill
Gander) of the death of Wheeler Dryden of Hollywood, well lmown to
meny of our readers.

YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 124 TIE SHAMBLES, YORK, Tel: York 25148.



