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C HAIR 

BUSY DAYS FOR A HAI! IN "RETIRllfillT" I spent rnost of the afternoons 
of Dececber 12th and 13th dow at th e York Dupli catinc Ser vicos 
preparing tho stacks of knnuals fo r post . They wore n i;oodl;r sig ht, 
for once again t he circul ation boat s all r ecords. I put 6n cno s id e 
two piles I was tnldng with co to Leeds and London and =uneoo for 
the rest t o to called for by tin C. P.O. 

Next day I set off for what proved to be a ri ght merr:( party cf 
t ile ;lorthc rn :lecti on O. B.B.C. (sec onothe r page) . Bae.le hoi,.c, " f ew 
hou:.--s s l eep and then entrained for London '.'own. For onco 3ri ti.sh 
Railways let me do1m. I had calculated on being there by :,bout 
2 p. r:. givilJ8 co s:1pl e tiei e to gut to Wood Green. Alns ! i t ' ""' 
4 . 30 .-hon the train crawl ed into Kings Cross. Ladened ui t h Anr,..ia ls, 
etc. , I n:ade a drulh for the Underground, and such was my hurr-J t!n t 
I cem a cropper on th e escalator and finished the last hc.lf dozen 
:,t ops on r,y b::ick. I arriv ed nt Cherry Place, tired and diehev olled , 
but I was soon in eood fom when I got amon;;.-st th o cheery conpcny 
al.:ret.dy rumnb led there . It was worth every momon t of that seven 
hoUl"3 journey . 

Then followed throe of my usual hectic London deys , visit;ing 
as can:r friends as possible , phoning others I hadn ' t time to meet . 
Particularly mjoynble was an evening wi til the Edi t or of the Saxton 
Bl ake Library and one of tho popular authors, Arthur Macl= . We 
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woro joined by Bil l Lofts and Stanley Sl!lith and were taken along to a 
famous hos tel r y in a quiet Kcnsing'".on by-wey, where all the staff wore 
dressed in · Dickensi elli !l7lrb. There w:is a raal Christnas spirit , 
and ono could fancy the ghost of Gllyn EV'dll.S was there . 

Mr, Howard Baker told ma, by tho way, that a con.siderablo change 
i.'l the format of the S .B.L. is planned to take effect about July , 

Whilst in town I hoard that several members had receiver! t heir 
.Anrn.1.,-,J.s; the York Duplicatin g Services and tho G. P.O. had pl ayed 
thoir part once agni.n - the Annuals were re aching faoir des t inations 
in tilro for the fest i ve day , Sevcrel others had gone off by air to 
distan t l ands . 

I arrived bee.< hoc,e in tre early hours of Thursday morning . I 
could hardly open the door far the ,ilcs of le tters and cards. There 
wos also a t ele.,ram from Tom Porter of Cradley Heath . I knelt on the 
floor and re:id i t . It scid "Annual just nrrivcd - superb productio n -
!!.artiest congra tukti ons , " I prepared a oeal , l ooked a t ~.'/ cards, 
l'o,,d th e le tters , core congratulations , tr.en went off to bed tired, 
but oh so hi.pp-,, 

My Christ:oas was a quiet one but I wasn •t reall.'f l oooly for I 
had with me all my manories of e. wonde.rful year 1s visits , mid 
visitors , of old friends and of ne,r ones who had come along to join 
ti-.. il1'0ther hood of F.appy HOUl'S, 

* * * 
GET TOGETHm "IX)WI, UNDER" A. letter r ecent ly from Sydney Smyth 
bought news of e g,:thering in SYdney ·,orthy to rank wit h our O.B, B. C. 
meetings here . Said Syd: 

"Last night (December l)th) practical ly 311 the collector::; in 
5';dney had a maeti.'lg ovar dinner and an infonral chat in a privn t e 
rooo afterwards , It was due to the efforts of Arnold Keena. I know 
you' ll be interested so I ' ll gi ve you n roll cal l : Arnold Keena, 
Bette Pate , Stan Kicholls , Bruce }'owle,:, Ernie Carter , Fra.'lk Jones , 
Vic Collly, Bil l llall ard myself. Erio Copeman was unavoi dably 
det ained ." 

Inter es ted? I ' 11 S8.'J I W<lS. llot so very l ong ago all thoae 
mentioned were strange:i;s to each other , now they are all staunch 
friends and they are good enov, t.o say tha t I , f:rc,m my li t tle hc::ie in 
York, England,pJ.a.yed a part in br'...nging them tos,,ther . !lo wonder I 
f ind life good in too evening of oy days , 

* * * 
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THAT BUi1Pm NU"r!BER, No soone r is this i ssue in t he pos t than I 
shall have to get ri gllt down to the next one , the Greyi'riara Gold en 
Ju bilee NUl!lber. At the tlO!!l8nt very few contributi ons have rCl!Ohed 
r:io, but no doobt, now that the festive season is over , you uill. be 
ser .ding th""1 along . You have never l et mo down yet, Let's have 
your s t ories of how you fi rst became 11cquain t ed with t he :J::;,,o t, moot 
f ru:ious of all boys ,teekl.ies. Tell us whic h e.re yonr favouri ta se r ies 
Md of the ooll ect ions you possess . In fact , anythi.'lg you o,m thil>.k 
of t o l'lllke our February number worthy of t he event . 

* * * 
C,IlUST:'.AS GREETIN~ . l'tf heartf elt tb,>.nks to all who sen t me ccrd.s. 
By every post f or dsys before Christmas they came in sl:oslo , onougb 
t o decora te every rooc in th e hoioo of 

Yours sincerel y, 

HERBERT LEX:KEl'.'BY 

~ - 100 Boy31 Friends (Green un - Rookwood peri od ) bet,.;ccn 747 
Md 1251. S.A ,E. 
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§1,!&- !'~ct S<0ries - 1312-6 (12/ - ) ; 1344-8 (12/6) ; 1349-53 ( 12/G) ; 
1360-73 (35/0) ; 1374-82 (22/6 ); 1390-1400 ("27/-) ; £.6 th o l o t. 
Fnir/l§Jod conditi on , complete {exce pt two l&ckin6 centro ahcct) . 
il oo cor;;plete run 1626-83 , t1xcell ont con di ti on in t hroe bir.d ors , i:[ . 
Bot-~ l ots t oge th er £12, (All prici,a pos t free). BUT: Offo.."3 of 
direct exclia ll(;O far Hamil to n S.O.Lo (in sicilarly eood condi t io n) 
preferr ed - 2 l·lll(lllots = 1 Greyfriars S,O .L . ; 1 ~ll:enot = 1 St. J;.,:,•s/ 
Roor...aod s.0.1. 
D. !!ARRISOll , FLAT 6 , 6 POO!ROKE GARD&:lS, LONDON, W.8 , 

~ - Magnets 770 to 1350. Any quantities, bound or loo~o, Good 
prices . Serial numbers and price r <XJ.uired to -
F . COCKROF'T, F.IJJBEa HOUSE, Sll.SDS!I, NR. KEIGH!.Er, YOllIBI!IRE. 



conducted by JOSEP!iBE PACKl'.AN 
Z7 Archdale aoad 1 East Dulwich, London, S. E. 22. 

I hope all 'II::! readers enjoyed a VorJ happy Christms. By this 
tine tho majority of you will have read your C .D. Annual , &.d I am 
suro you will agree that "Herbert" is to be thank ed llJld congratulated 
on having provided us with yet another deli.€h t ful feaet of r eading . 
When one stops to think of t he amo1mt of work entailed in producing 
a voltme - and at the same time produce tho C. Digest every month 
throughout the year - it will be realised 1..>iat a wonderful achieve ­
ment this is for O'lE !".AN •s LAllO~'R OF LOI',;. 

As regards the Blake Circle feature , I ,:i:, pl eas, .d to se.y the.t 
a nur.,oor of congratulatory letters have already been rccei vcd . 
llatur ally , we cannot hope to please C">()rybody 1(X1,, but at l east we 
do our very best . 

I om sterting off too llew Year ,litlr another of Wal tor \:obb' s 
"Blako Tours . " Other features - as already promised in Blcl<iana - \ 
will cr,;,e,u· during the coming months . 

It now only rern:lins for me to thenk :ul cy readers for thei r 
Christm&s cards , ani to wish you a very Happy, Heal tlzy-and 
Prosperous New Year . 

JOSIE PACK!'.A!l 

* * * * * 
Oii '!OUR WITH SEXTON ill.AKE 

By Wcl tor Webb 

ROL1<J!lber l!ogollon? Hu wasn't omoni; the bet tor known criminal 
chere.ctcrs who opposed Sexton Bl ako, so perheps, in many cases , tho 
test of momor; will prove to o sevoro . Actucl.ly , he was a half - breed 
Indian, a.'Jd tha rune - or rothcr t he titlo - of Mogollon , mollJling in 
En;;lish , "Ono-who-hns-no-nan:e", was bes t owed upon him by the Apache 
Inc.inns. Ordinarily , dotec tivo novels of fil.'.lko and thos e old boys ' 
otories of Red Indian warfare are an th o pol os apnrt; but t his 
erlrom:u;,, rare co10binnticn of the t,;o is so rofreshing in its novelty, 
llJld so interesting by r eason of i ts 1mdoubted autbent i ci ty, th at it 
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richly J:ICrits inclusion amongst ,re most out standing prc3ont :,ti ons of 

th e detective ' s exploits , Time, thon , to hit 

(!,o , 4) TilE FIJJ'i~G TRAIL Author - :.rtlrur , Pntors on 

Mogoll on was e. millionaire em a lllj'Stery man of Chi cneo ' s 

corne rcic.l world. His rfa a to powar hod been rupid and ss cys teri ous 

e.3 the nun himself . In the stocey!II'ds , grnin el eva tors end v,,.rious 

agri cul turc.l produce centres of the Middle end th e Fr-.r 'ifost orn St :,t es 

he wielde d im:ncnse force and influenc e , His blood was e. m:L,d;uro ~f 

tho t of tho Red Indian and Whi to Mon. But, powerful thoUC11 he w:is , 

l!ogollon c:rnved even gre ate r power. In Las Vogna City, on tho pr:iri o 

c:illed t oo Big Horn Ranges , grev the finest grnss from th:> Roc.'d.es t o 

t ho Mississippi , On t int ric h grasskro. st ock t hriv ed •1a6)'lii'icont1y , 

and since i t could bo shi pped dir ectly t o the retail m..'1rkot from th oro 

it snvcd consid e rable expense , for elsewher e cattle before t hey wor o 

f:. t fo r eating , had to be taken at 6""•t expense to the Biddl e States 

first and fattened th ero . Mogollon had s il ently ana t hor.ctizod the 

nooe ssi ty of puying t!le fa bulous charr,es , end cove te d the r ich graso-

1.'.lnds of th e Bi g Horn Ranges to save th e unneces sary exponditure . 

Fired Iii.th this wnbi tion, he ~cnt Jacob Lant , Pre siden t of t he 

l!, L. Company, the l oo.ding Co11>orstion of t he lar gest stock r aising 

combine in the United Stat es , t o meet s to.- keopers B!".d lcn d--01mers in 

Los Vegas Cit-;. Lant , at Mogollon •s instructi ons , invit ed them , ns 

holders of the ln.rger portion of Las Vegas and its tr ade , to name a 

price to liquidate t he ir claims am businesses and ham tha:i ovor to 
tho company ho rep:renentod . But thes e c:en who valued thoir r m1ch® 11:l 

saci-oo femily possessions on l end thei r grandfathers had t ekm1 fro m 

t he Sioux Indians , refused to entertai n any sort of of fer fror:i 

Mo.:;oll on, It must be rememboroo of course , that this was not th e Laa 

. Vogas City of tlOdern tim es ; it was not even th e Laa Ve;;rui of t ho 

year 1929, when tm st or-1 froo which t bis S\ll!lm8rY i s t &:en wes 

publinhed , but nearer t oo period llhen the autho r ran a si,eo p-r anch in 

l'.ew Mexico during th e years 18TI to 1879. 
Failur e to make a denl with too settlers caused Lant 1,,:, l ase hio 

tmper , em he struck ono - whose name was Ebenezer Death . Th.is imn 

was the son of Shedrsc h Deat.'1, wilo ki lled Mo.:;ollo n ' s fa ti,er , Sitting 

Dull . For that l iberty , Lant was tied on t he back o:f a r.nile , an d 

se nt back t o Mogollon Iii. th instructions to that wort ey tha t sho uld he 

show his face in Big Horn Ranges he - Mogollon - would be s trurl.$ up 

f'ran the ~hest tree. Told of Lant • s failure , ,!ogollon SW'Ore an oath . 

It was " soleum asseveration to wipe out completely O'l<Sr"J = , w= , 
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and child li ving on Big Hom. Inix> tho i'r1De of the autho r' s own 
words let us insert our ow mind-p icture of this ruthle ss man, as he 
tells us that : 

"He (Mogollon) was :;,assessed of a weird face , fiat , with high 
cheek bones , nose huge , am full in the nostrils; mouth wide, ,'ith 
nrominent teet ~ - all showing evidence of Red Indian blood . Yet is 
iias not an Indian ' s face. They grey eyes were wide apart , ard the 
forehead above than broad and square . The lips were fin e ly cut , end 
ti ll teeth between white and well set . An Indian's are seldom regular , 
and never white . The eyes were cold , with out feeling of ,my J,-.ind; the 
lips thin am cruel in a hanl, unscrupulous face, His father was the 
g:reatest chief of tr.em all ; his mother was -.hite, though Mogollon 
did not remember her." 

Mogollon would certainly hav9 succeeded in his treacherous 
in t ention.s had not Sexton Blake been in llew Mexico at that time, He 
and Tinker bad coma out West in order to save a yotmg Englfahman 
=d 'fomy Tunstall, the only white man - honest w~ite moo, t hat is -
the l!,L. CO!ilp.sny employed, from being murdered . Blake and Tinker -
not for S'3tting Pedro - had saved the lives of Tommy and his wifo, 
llarjo rie ; but Bl ake had fallen into t he hands of th e Apachos , and 
i:oeollon had instructed that Blake be bound and burnt at the stake , 
At the last mocent tm <hilx:ttre had been spared this horrib l e fate by I 
Cr.iricahua , th e chief of the Apaches, l',arzy months aeo Blake had I. 
livod in the old warrior ' s toot, and saved his life; then had core th e 
chance to repay t.>u, debt he owed tho dotecti ve, and Chi ricanun had 
taken it. 

Having left Carita, scene of their previous clash with 
ilogollon , Blake ard Tinker were huntin g in tha Black ililla behind the 
Bi g Hom prairies, when they ca::-.e upon the lifeless body of 
ChL-icahua, the >rarrior having been killed by Mogollon as the price 
of his loyalty to t ha f,m:ous deiecti ve. The bedy bearing indic e.ti oll3 
that the chief ·,as not dead but left dying when Mogollon l eft hie , 
Blake decided to play on the asswption that the half - breed could not 
8"001' t o Chiri cabua being dead , so chsngud his plans for an immediate 
:return to l'ilgl.and, am vowed first t o avenge his old friend •a death , 
and bring !;ogollon to the justice he so well deserved - the hangman' s 
ropol 

With the sid of his mak<>-up box, with out whic h he never 
travelled , Blake m.:,de himself up i.'it o an exact replica cf Chiricabua, 
and donning the Red Indian •s clothes, fo ll owed the trail made by 
Hogollon aftor giving Tinker inst ructi ons to tell Chiricabua ' s son , 
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Coyotero, everything that had hnppened an:! t<> follow his trnil thougn 
withou t taking any actio n until they got instructions froc him to do so. 
;:oB"Ollon ' s tr-..J.l took Bloke over l ov hills covered with plont:!tions of 
l fil'ch and spruce amongst which grew in gre nt profusion wild cherry 
buahea and plum trees , flenked by the Big Horn i'.ountain , s l!ild , 
fa p&ssable waste ot tumbled rocks acidst forests of cedar , i'i ~ and 
pine . In e stretch of knee-hish soge b,:sh , t ho disguised BlC!!w 3"1' 
HO(,-oll on m,aiting him amidst the rocks nhe.'.ld, a rifl e at the rMdy ; 
but when the det ective made it cle ar that his in te nti ons were perfec tly 
friendly end that he freely for gave him - l'!Oi!<.llon - for tho attempt 
to ld.11 him, it was on terms of cordfality that the pair rr.ade thoir 
wey to the latter ' s settlElll<ll t . Blake perce iv ed that the Indulns 
grouped round the rows of tents ·,ere Sioux , and what was mos t 
s ie;iificant . es t he fact t hat they were on tm werpeth. One nt l ea st 
&:ong t hEIII viewed the invited guest with suspicion . He was an cvil ­
l ooking dwarf , as mclevolont of visage as h9 was oongled of oJ<iy, a 
malfonnati on which had occurred years ago, when, having f allen into 
the hand.a of the Apaches, tmy had rccked end tortured him al!,,oat unto 
dont h before letting him go. His nw:e """ Cakovin . 

From Moose Jaw, a Sioux, Blake l earnul of Mogollon 1s pl:,n for 
wiping out r.ot cnly the white sett l ers on Big Horn but t he entire 
.1.pache Nation as well . This plan was the set ting on fire of fao 
Ranges when the wind was strong and then upon that flarune treil would 
t he warri ors of tm Si oux set forth end amiihllata the Yi ves e.'ld 
children of the white cen e.nd the Apnches cs the lat t er fcu,;ht t he fire 
t o ce:ro their possessions . 

At the f irst opportunity, Bl ake sough t Tinkor and Coyot cro, cr,d 
ga-,o then hurri ed instruc ti ons in !lZl endeavour t o tlr.art t!l:l u ird arous 
mrch of t.oe Si oux. As masses of heavy cloud, soiling l ow in rui 

in creasingly strong wind began to blo t out t oo sky , Tinker went rocing 
ncro 5s the prsil·ie to the r.earest rench. :i!ut the crafty little 
Cakowin, ha.vine f ollowed Blclce and guessed Tinker 's mission , sped afte r 
the le d, overpowered him ruid, binding hi:n hand and foo t, =ied hi1'1 
bock to the camp and deposited him in one of the tont s. Fortunntel:r I 

quite by chance , Ill.aka learne d t hat Cakowin had f oll oved Ti.'1.":or, !!Ild was 
th\13 oble t o free his assistan t from his predicmnen t. 

It """ then left t o tho ingcnui ty of Blake and the you:,g C,:,yotero 
to foil tre ovil design s of Mogoll on and the dnniler<>us mean der ings of 
t.>ie ocn tally unbalanced Cakowir.. From tm mountainside where the camp 
wns situated a stream guahod forth like n i::iniature Ningar o end tumbled 
in a wall rive r ~around which the ter.ts of the Si oux wore 
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pitc hed , Coyot ero a.'Xi s orue of his t rus ty J.peche wc.rrio :ra by 
blo cking with rocks t lB ne.IT OW chc.nnel thr ough which the s t reom re.~, 
di verted i t f ro l!l it s proper course far and wi de throug h the gra ss , 
complet ely fl ooding t he lower l evels f er bimdreds of ynrds . That 
done , Coyote ro and his l i tt le band se t of f for th e encmpnen t of the 
Apaches . Soou, l ed by Benr 's Cl aw, the new chi ef , n band of 
i.peches , f ive htmdred stro ng, emitting the famous wc.r- crJ of their 
nct i on, tore acroso t he prairi e to gi ve bottl e to tho Si oux. 

Meonwhil e other forces were on the II.Ovc. Tinker' s cri es t1hen 
ho had been att acked by Cskowir. m d been heard by a cowboy on the 
rc.ngo, who had d,,,shed t o the near es t r nncb - Ebeneze r Doa th ' s . Thus 
i t was t hat as th e Apaches nee.red t he enClllllpnent of t he Sioux a dozen 
ce."1 of th e Big Horn Ranges, havin g t rtt.cked Ccl<:o;..·in t o t he canyon , were 
cree ping slow l y forward under covar of the dark:nei:.s. 

Fore st all ed for tm moment in his a t t empt to set fir e t o the 
Ranges , ~lcgoll on was cocpe lle d to tm por iz e uit h the "or e super­
s titi ous of his followers vho be lie ved th at the spi r i t s of t he nigh t 
hai ri sen agains t them , and Blake sought t o gain llll advan t age tlir ougn 
t hi s re spi te and by the f act t hat as llll invited gues t bi s sa fety «as 
,,_,., ur ed. But when th e cunning Cnkowin denounced hio a s Sexton Bl ake , 
the f aoous Br it ish det ect ive , t hen BJ.eke indeed was a doomed IUlll , But 
succour was at hand. A!3 Mc~,oll on r aised hi s rend t o ld ll, so sped a 
bul l et fr ee, the ri fle of Ebenezer Death , Anothe r shot , run Moeoll on 
fell de&<l , t Blake ' s f eet . ibeneze r Deat h a!Xl bis followe r s woul d 
ha.ve fal l en victi.JJS of th e vengef ul Si ou:r. had not t ho Apaches a.'T i ved 
ir. the nick of t i.mo ard rout ed tl10i r old ene.:iies , 

Iii t h the deat h of llogoll on Blake I s ciss i on was at en ord - om 
more tri wnph in a hecti cally adventuroU!l career . J.nd just in case i t 
should be of intere s t , i t my be s ta t ed tha t Blak e was !mown lllllO=t 
t oo Apaches as Black Pa.'lther , lr.; which nar..e , due to biz courage end 
KisdoI?:, he gaine d t oo respec t and devot io n of tho en tire .l.p<lcho 
nati on. ils o of inte res t is the fac t thet t his was Arthur Pate--r-son 's 
las t Se;cton Blake sto ry pri or t o his death ; inde ed he had been l ai d 
t o rest a ::eer and three months befor e the publi cat i on of this , his 
last wor k, lie was bro t her- in- law o-t l'/il l iel:, il l:ingbru:I, t oo Ir i sh 
poet , and hi s fir st book publishe d in 1894, and died 16th Jenuary, 
1928, aged 66 years . 

* * * * * 
Gunga Dass was al oo en In di en, but diffe r ed mat er i a lly fr om 

:-log<>llon , except that bot h were equally ru thless and r esourceful ia 

L 
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t he methods tl~y adopted against the f orces of law and order . Blake 's 
fir st encounter wit h the Hindoo crook in L'ldic form.s the bnsio of 
the fifth article in the series . (W. Webb) 

* * * * 
FOl\'IBo:JUNG FEI.T\Jlli:S 

More 11How•s Your ~emery?" Teasers 
Union Jack Titles 

Pi cture sq ue Pars from S. Blake Papers 
Wal I'm Derned 

I Remember These 
The Idol• s Eye 

CONQUEST GOES H0}1E by Berkeley Gr ay 

reviewed by Vernon Lay 

The lates t Conquest epic is in the real Conquest tr adit icn r.nd 
'""o' ba safely recom.11ended tc all Brooks fans . From the myster i ous 
opening with on ol d man in n queer vol uminous cape and battered tweed 
hat trudgin g down Parle Lane t o t~ main action centred round Al t onrnore 
l--!a; 1, th e sllcient hoce of Conquest's cousin , in the fells of G'uri;.ber­
lz..!u.l, and the: r ~vival of the ancestral feud bet'ween the La~rlcs ~ 
Cor11uests ur,d Blo.ck Roger Gaunt, of Hellwyth Nount, ·.·10 arc: i rrcs i :::t­
obly rfl'!.ir,ded of s ome of the vin ~c Waldo yarns . This st ory :~ n 
everyt tiing ,·re have come to expec t f.rou: Brooks , mystory , biz cJrr cmces , 
excit er.cnt end tha t peculiar essence tr.at has pervaded his bes t 11ork 
frc"' the nover-to - b&-for eotten doys of St . Frank ' s and can be lles t 
Sl..lr.'J:ed up in the words nzest" - a 11jo i e de vivre " (joy of lifo) 
reminiscent of a glnss of sparkling char.pagne . 

Rating Brooks at his bes t . 

~ - r;agne!:~, Gerr.s, all yeo.rs but 
An.'l'Jcls, S. O.Ls . (Greyfriars st ories) 
price must be rea sona bl e . M. GORDON, 

pr e[erably pr e 1925. ,loliday 
Any Condition considered , but 

113 tlEWI:fGTOi·l GREE:N ROAD,_ LOIIDON, 
N.1. 



HAMILTONIA NA 
cm pil ed by !IDlW!T LECKE!IBY 

Some time a,!O I t old you about the two ingeni ous games Stanl ey 
Srr.ith , Chairman of our Northern O. B. B.C. hnd invented , Well , when I 
was &t ' Cherry Pl ace ' on th e occasion of tile ll<lca:ibor London Club 
Mooting I saw something e:We which !:llVC me fur t her cause to marv el 
at the skill and devot ion on the par t of a Club member . All O'ler the 
room were disp l ayed oost st riking s t ond-up cuts-outs of Greyfria r s 
chAl"actcrs in the school col ours. There ·..,ere f ifty or core , soc.a of 
tho:i as much as eight inches high . They were neatly labell ed but that 
was really unneces sary for t he groat oa,iori ty one could Ncogius e a t a 
glance . T!ley simply staucroo c,c, for th ey rucll y bnve to be seen to 
be believed. They were the resal ts of t he hands and brain of Bob 
,iartir!er . Gosh! I certainly devote a eood decl c f t ime to the hobby, 
but when I think of t he work chaps like Ster>.ley end Bob put in I f eel 
li ko on idle fell ow by canparison . 

Bob, as I have l!lentioned b<lfore is on t he staff of Bentalls , 
t he grea t King.lton, Surrey sto r e , end it is hoped that his figures 
will fom purl of a window c!ispl,.y in comiection .it h tho Greyfr iars 
Gcldw Jubilee celebr~tions. If i t comes off I should certainly 
advise all those who can to wend t heir way t o Kingst on. 

I sa lute you Bob, I was dc!ld beet woen I got to 'Cherry Plac e I 

aftar t.'l!lt t irin g journey , but :,,our disp l ay clo:ig 11i t.li the ch.G!ry 
coropany :.aso,.bl od th ere e.cted like a toni c . 

* * * 
llw hero ' s a mcssngo from Fronk Richards. I'll tal:e the 

opportunity of a sly di g at som of you who aro rother lex in r eplying 
to letters; there are some, you know, Tako "" e=ple fror.i one who 
is seni or t o us cll. ile don ' t quite know how l ong it i s s inc e ho 
pass ed into th o ei ght ies . i/1>.at we are certain e.bout is e hope that 
ho will be spared to entertain us with Hs magic pen until be bas l ong 
left t he ei(lhties behind him. 

ftose La..n, 
Kingsgnt e, Kent . 

Decem!>er 12th , 1957, 

• 
{ I 



Deo.r Herbert Leclcenb:,,, 
Thc"Jlks for the C,D, - g, od s o ever! And ~peciol t hol'.Y.a to 

Eric Fayne f or his kind rovie-..-n of the nev To!!I Merry books . And his 
::iention th.!!t th3 damand for these books is "enonncus" i.3 ouito 
J,l easant and agreeable , I en. used to this wit h the Bw.t er books; but 
'i'orn hns nlweys se emed to l ag behind :;uli ru:i George r..;. therto ; c.nd it 
i n quite a happy idea th a t he ""'Y now be cat ching up! 

Hay :;: add a word to the ccny ki11d friends who r.avo written end 
r.re now writing or nbout to write? I just lov e t o read t he:;o l ett ers , 
and d0 rzy best to ur.swer the m in di vidu,..lly; but I an sure tl:at cy 
cc,rr esi;ondents will understand thnt a t times one just Cl'.nnct koop 
pace , Ever., such l ett er is perused .,ith ple asure , end very cf ton I 
pick up a bright idon fr an s ome sugges ti on t herein : Wld th o ,:-,c::-o 
they con:e , tre more plewied I a::s: nnd I would dearly like to """™"'' 
tre e a ll, iI it could be dontl, So I sholl hop<> th a t ever/ un.."n !.a,~rod 
corre spondent will be kind e :10 ~ t o to?-2 the will for the deed . 

Wi th lc...'ldos t r1Jgnrds , 
Always your ·sincer ~ly, 

ill/,N",S: Rl Ci:ARIB, 

* * * * 
ilow her e 's a l e tter fro :. Les li~ Rowley , generous donor cf the 

Grcy friars Golden Jubil ee Cup, f roc hi s nm: st a ti on. Whcruver rou. 
travel you find thc~o &:: il t oni:ln rccind cr s nnd nic e it cuc t x: +.·.n 

::y dee r ilar bert , 

Britiah :Politicel Ai§::r,cy , 
P. O. Box 2 , 

Kwai t , 
Pors i a.'l Gulf . 

Thi s is to l ut you know thllt I at: d\J8 in s t :cy 
nm1 address n.r.d ,3,;1 C'.iss ing the:! Club 1-:0ctiugs very r..~:ch 
indeed . Fortu..'ll.tely fo r rte , the chap who share3 t..Us 
fl &t with oe i c an old r eed er of th~ "Magnet " end I ,,,, 
giving hl.r.i. ever/ enc ouragement t o revive l:ds interes t . 

ile think s the "Dige s t" well produced end l'o 
sure when he l ea.ves Ktom.i. t he sil l get in touch wi ti ? t ho 
Club, !-let a chE.p in my line c f business ,u:ur,id Art hur 
Edw-ard lJCvell - bis nace is the Foreign Of!'ice List, and 
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there is a bank lllllll8gor hero =ed JOl!las Whorton. 
I think every member of the Club I COl!le in 

conta ct wit h really made me feel one of them. The 
London ce::ibers certainly gave r.oe sor,e gl ori ous 
Ml!l<lri es and I shllll not fo re,,t York, Jack Wood and 
yourself !! 

Ma.Ybe I can get down t o an nrti cle or t wo on .the 
Greyfria.rs soon . llothing up to Roe,,r's standard of 
course , but you can t ell no quite frankly if the stuff 
i s t oo bad for tile Digest and I sh..'\Il •t f eel hurt. 

Best r egards , 
Very sincerely , 

LES RO\.'Ll,;"{ 

* * * * 

Tcl.king of the Greyfri.ars Cup, t he cffor: of tre four Clubs era 
ncv on treir wey to the judge , Bill Gander. All t hose who o.ave taken 
part aro ncturally awaiting his decisi on wit h keen anticipsti on. 
ll'hichevar Club wins I kno. the othe r throe ,:il l c~tend th eir hearty 
oongrotulations. Contributions will appear in coning numbers of the 
C.D. There' ll be sufficient t o keep :,'Ou i.ntoresto d for months t o oome 
fo r you can take it t here are soo-e jolly cle ver effcrts . 

* * * * 
!iow for the usual entertain:L'lg articl es fl'OI~ those D1:?insteys of 

!b:tll toniana - Rogor j enkins a,1'! &ic Feyne . 

* * * * 
\lhich Do You Prefer? By !joger ll. Jenkins 

l'.o. 3 - Arthur Augustus D'Arcy er lla!""..aduke hrci vlll Egbert 31·,? 

Although Coorl es iler.ri.lt o:, never duplicated a char,ictor precisely, 
there lfOl'C nonetheless certain types whi ch could be picked out at any 
of his school s . Arthur J.ugustus D'Arcy, however , was so distinctivo a 
char acter that he seeood uniqu e , and indeed was of ten alluded to as •tm 
one and only. " It ce..v theref ore oo:::ie as a surprise to surao col l ectors 
to know that at St. Joh.'l 1s t mre was a Bertie Bly who bor e a very cl ose 
resei:.ib142ce to his more faoous countnrpcrt at St . Jim's . 

I 
(' 
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Bertie Bly was the son of n millionaire, distinquished by his 

flaming red hair and his i.Illnaculat e wardrobe. He could s,zy "Bai 
Jove!" and "Yaas wathaht dea>i boy!" as inlpressive l y as Guss;y, and 
spent many anxious mo,cent watching his "t oppahs " meeting an imtimel.y 
end . But , despite th, superficial r eser.;blance, Berti e Bly was not 
Gussy ' s twin bro th er : in severe.l of the stories he sho.-ed some 
ability as a detoctive - in marked contrast to Gussy ' s woeful efforts 
in this sphere in early days - arrl Bertie was not averse fro ffi smoking 
a cigaratte in a quiet spo t . In short he was 111Uch more effectual. e.nd 
l ess idealiseci a character than Gussy . 

The St. John 's tales were by "Cliffor<l Owen" who , as John 
Medcraf t once pointed out , must have surely been closely related bo t h 
to "Martin Clic'ford" and "Owen Conquest". The St . John ' s tales 
appeared in th e Aldir.e Dia'!lond Library in 1900-1909, soi:x, two years 
or more after Gussy made his first bo-~ in the pages of "Pl uck" , but 
it seems practically certam that th ese Aldines were reprint s of much 
earl.ier stories , prob ably datmg froc aro und 1903--1904. Tho sty le of 
writing i s typically llomil tonil!n but i s defini tel:, of an early 
vinte. ge , and the episodic ne.ture of the Aldin e s tories strongly 
suggests th a t they we.re edited :ceprints of early se rials. :foreove r, 
it seems unl:.kely that Charles llacilt on woul d have a ttempted to l.aW'lCh 
a char acter like Bertie Bly whan Gussy was so well est ablishe<! . I t 
seems proctico.l.ly certain tl:at GusSY cnn:e on t o the scene only " hen 
Be=ti e Bly was though t to have been forgotten . AB Char l es Ho.mil t on 
!urn s tated, in too ear l y days he had not grown nccus t ored to t he 
pre.ct i ce of resurrecting F.nd reprintin;; his ol de r s t ories without 
notice . 

The fi rst tale of St . J ohn ' s was in No. 36 of the Di.arcond 
Librar, entitled "The .ilully of St . John's " - a whimsical storJ of 
scho ol life . The arrival of a n01< boy served t o introduce St . Jolm's 
to the reader through his eyes , as it were, but at the end of the 
otory the new boy obtained his remove to a highe r f om , and Bertie 
Bly and his friends wore henceforth left with all the 1.ineli,1l t 
playing on themselves . This story was followod by "The Outsider " in 
,;hich Bertie played a leading role end the "Dude of St. John ' s " in 
which he was still prorr.inent but really played second fiddle t o Al ec 
Pierce , a coo l and cu ttin ,; Sixth FoI'l!!er rith a caustic wit lll'l<i an 
e.pti tude for enga ging in burgllll"J on his own acco unt - a most 
exciti ng theme which , st range ly enouoi , Charles Hamilt on never used 
again . It need har<lly be added that it ·,as Berti e who was inst~ 
mental in brinSing Alec Pier ce to book . 
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There is no doubt that Bertie w~a a humorous ce.aracte r, but he 

lacke d Gu.3ay1a simplicity am nobility of characte r, !lild so, however 
Ql!l\lSing his predi cament , he could never quite att rec t the affection 
of t.'1e rea der , One the whole, therefore , I consi der Gussy ruuch t he 
botto r charac ter , Whid, do you pre f er? 

* * * * * 
CO!ITRO'IIBSIAL ECOOt!l 

Ho, a. Should To:i Nerry , :1hru,.tcn and the :-e:;t hove w•-n up? 

Gerry Alli son i·irltes :- "Your !;tatement 'Of c curse the boys should not 
h::.ve &f'C)wn up , th e vecy t houeht i s preposterous I r eminds me of the 
fal u,bit,mts of ·,:e1i,-s C~untry of the Blin d , "ho were per fectly 
aat iafied ,rl t h thei r l eek of si ght , 6lltl fuoUBht the jl<)ase3sion of 
oyesii;ht a stupid '* p!'<lposterous idea , iloll you under-estiJ:JUte the 
CD'rIUS of our nuthor ! Had he decided t o n:s.kc the chbrnctcr s really 
li ve. how you «'Ould have scorned the suggestion that they should lll l 
ha7c been Pote r Pans . " 

Rev. A, G. Polllld 1'l'it es :- "The Greyfru:rs , St , J im's and Roolo,,ood 
stories belong to the M-nltrJ of pure fiction , f .:mtr:sy, ! ci.ry tale , 
roiaall.co, or ~.hC1tever else you may care to crJ.l it . .As such they ore 
c0<1]lletely detached fro m ' relll life 1 , The fac t t hnt ToL, :-:crry , 
l'lh.'.U1;on, on1 t he rest are often identifi able with co CIU!:V Toms, 
H,:i.rr-JS. a.n:...l such '.1hom one meets in ord:innry life serves only to !Jllke 
this fontasy ~,ore effecti ve. 

In the real!, of fe.~tasy things usunlly happen os one wis.'1es or 
wou:!.d wish them t o m.ppon - ,nd not as or.a ofto:i finds the e, ,mf crt­
unatcly hnppening in ' reel life '. 

The future of G:-eyftiars charac ters is ~os ted ~ost deli i;J:rt;­
fully Md oonvincl.ni;ly in "The Old Boys I Dinner " which beeiJis the 
19:52 Ho!iday Annue.l . Then Wharton, Bunter , Coker and others r,i·e 
doscri bed as they surel y must be in twsn ty - fi ve yElllI's from •nw 1 , 

(But that 1no;i1 is i n:tinitely elast i c) , 
Of cour se , Fig[;ins will =.· cou.sin Ethel , e.~d Cherr; ,ril l 

CierrY ~.arjori e :lazeld e.~e. They coul d not do anything else . Of .course 
\/iblcy will becoCie a greet ucto r e.~d TJdd en eminent K.C. Of course 
F1!-, Quilch will cocplote his 11!isto r ; of Greyfriars 1, All thn t wil l 
i,,.ost oortainly happen in thi s ' future •, But that ' future• will never 
come!" 
Roger J enkins write s :- "I think there is soma supe rf icial a t t raction 

-( 
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in tb:l not ion that the characters should grow up, and that a succession 
of Bunters, f or exa.-:iple, would pass through the various f onns of Grey­
friars . But in thls case , where is the main point of interest to be? 
At Greyfriars i t was finnly f~ on the Remove, but under th e suggest­
ed system it woul d have to be dotted about all over the school . In ar.y 
oase , mmy cinors would prove no adequste su!>sti tute f or their eld er 
brothers - think of Nugent, Bunter, D 'Arey and Manners . And would we 
be prepared to see Mr. Quelch and Mr. Prout grow old as well, am 
:rotire fro:n tm scene for good? 

Surely it is the Peter Pan aspec t which constitutes the :nae;io for 
the stor ies, til e lmowl edge that , whatev er year of the Ms;;net we piok 
up, eve rything will al.ways bo just as we left it last ti:ne. Would ,re 
troub l e to read it now if i t were not so?" 

Eric Fayne seys: - "The above vie ws are cxtreLely interesting , but 
nobody has sugges ted , in connection wit h this hypothetical que~ti vn , 
whether the stories should follow tb3 original characters int o ;•oung 
caahood snd oiddle age , er .-ihether thej' should be ce.."1.tred on a succes­
si on of newccreers to the schools . If , as Gerry sugges t s , I u."ldcI'­
est:iJaato the genius of our auth or, it is becau.qe I r egard Frank Richards 
pr:iJ?..rily as a writer of schoo l stories , a sphere in which , in ray 
opinion , he i s unsurpassed . Our autho r might be just as succcosful. if 
!Je followed the vogue of these introspe ctive days fo r outspoke1'!1ess 
upon inti.mete matters , but, if ho did , I don •t think I shoul d like his 
work so r:ruc.h. As it is , To:n Merry a.."ld Har.y Wharton really "live " for 
me, and I ask for nothing more . 

* * * • 
LST' S BE OONTROVOOIAL 

(L"l t.his series , Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to 
students of the namilton papers. He gives his own views superfi oicl. l o·· 
I f you will writo to him, expressing your opinion on tre topics ho 
discusses , he will sU!lll!lal"ise readers I views in a future i ssue . ) 

No, 10 . WE ~mo IDOLJSE) 

While i,i.vine f ul l credi t to Harry Breste r fo r hi s defence of 
Pentelo-. , ..-ith much of which I ngree , I would point out , on behal.f of 
t he contribu t ors to Contro vers itl Echoes , that no reflection was cailt 
on Pe:1telow ' s chars cte, ,, his Jmowledge of spor t or his ' Galleries • to 
all of which Mr . Broster refers . The criticism of Pentelow was 
direoted to him sol<>lY as a substitute writer for the Gem and Magnot~ 
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I 8111 not cl ear as to 11hat ix. Broster means in cl ai ming that 

"J . N. P. was t he bes t of th e su1:s". If ha means t hat Pente l ow was the 
most gif t ed writ er among th e subs , this may be so , But, pre sumably , 
the subst i tu t e wri t e rs wer e in t ended to copy the st yl e of Charles 
ila.'llilton so that readers believed that oil tJ-e stories cacc from t he 
samo pen, and in my opini on Pcntelo w never even atta:ipted to do this . 
Of ,ill the subs ti t1..1;e work, Pent elow •s styl e is by for the easies t t o 
dotoct , and on t hi s basis I would assess him as one of t he leas t 
succ0ssful of the s ubs , even th ough !'.is stories msy have been enter­
taining eJi.ough to some readerJ. 

As I have said before , I was unpert urbed by tho polishing off of 
Courtney and Valence , but I cannot agree that Delorey , the De?'llents, 
and ?hyllis Howell were "roro intoresting people ", or, in fact , tha t 
thoy had cuch vorth et all . 

Whether Pentolow , in wri t ing at length on sporting contes t s , 
was giving the boys of his dey , ''w!>lt thcr; 11,mted" i s , I think , a 
:.ioot poi.'lt , In any case , those of us ;;ho ,;rite for the C. D. today do 
not view the st or ies as school boys . We write as adul t collectors , 
with a reasonab le lmo·,ledge of our subjects , e.r.d we assess the sto ri es 
as we see them nm,. • 

Mr. llroster launches an a ttack on those llho i dolise . Certain 
ner,1bei-s of our fra t ernity really love all tho work of l'lr . i'.ai::ilton, .( 
and te!ld to idolise their favouri to .:iut hor . ThC"'J get ple at:ure out o~ 
tr.i.s attitude , and write seldom if at all fo::, the C. D. , so whet hann 
can they do, and who ore :,ir. Brooter or Eric Fayne to soy the;· 
are ,,rong'? 

If , however, Roger Jv:'7.i.'13 .md I, who wri.to re6 'Ula.rly on Hamilton 
lo ," , indul ge in blind wors.iip of n dvity which makes us incapable of 
fairly asses si.'lg the !¢ts of the subst i tute write r s, tllen t het very 
dc::ini tdly is wrong , a...'ld our uise ."!.e.adcr of Yrrk i s also wrone in 
publishing the misleading e..,1;icJ.os :Jhic.s ,;e write in our bl indr.ess . 
lioth Roger and I dislike t.,e 1:ork of tha substitute writers , om wo 
have never pret ended other.rise . A review of our artic l es over the 
yoai"3 woul d show that , at ti.z.:es , ue have both cr i ticioed adversely 
some aspects of Charles Hw:iil ton 1" ;;ork - surel y odd behavio ur for 
idolators. I suggest that most of n:y itens ..in ti:ie "Let 's be Contro­
ver.rl.al11 series haw carried corJC fom of ci l d cri t icise: , quite the 
r evorse of i dola tzy. 

Whethe r or not I fall into t ,.., i dolising class , per haps only our 
F.c!ito r is quali fi ed to sey , but I cer=-dnly do not like the sto ri es by 
J ,ll, P. in the !4agnet om Gan, t.'lou.;h, ns I have sai d before , I think 



19~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

that he and other substituto writers played a useful inrl in the 
his t ory of th o ol d papers . 

It ' s just l!\Y point of view , What's yours? 

* * * * * 
Wi!E:l SILVER GATt; ,IHARWll RUM By 

E. 7. Copema.'l 
Silver offered m,arto n ru:r. and lir.art on t ook it and drank . Tru e 

or fals e? 
Don't howl your protests because it ' s onl y too t:rue l Aaj. £ram 

the inspired pen of th d Old l'!aster himself , too . 
!lut the first J31DeS Silver 1ms not the popular "Uncle J aaoG11 of 

the Rookwood Classic a l Fourth, !lathing like him in fac t. 
T'nis firs t Jim Silver appeared ,aarly in Nagnet h istory in :10. 

267 in a s tory called CiIUMS AFLOAT (which was rt!prin t ed in the 1938 
Holidey Annual as ~!UT]}!Y O!l THE SPTI:DRIFr). Silver was a :::ut,i1oer on 
n brig and is described as lw.ving "a s-.... arthy face , gl eaming black oyes , 
and i;ith g,:,ld oar-rings in his ears ." Despi te the fact t hat ha u v.s a 
typ i cel ri..:.ffaili, his first act in the yarn was to rescue both 1iha...-ton 
and Bob Cherey from a possib le watery grave; then , by the wt3¥ ai' a 
"reviver 11 he offered till' Rer.iovites a generous swig of rum! 

Possibly far the only timo in his career , "Wharton tock a oip ; 
he di d not want to refuse th e man who had saved his l if e , '&e Gi)ir.i.t 
had revived him no doubt; but the mere tast e of it sicken.ad hir.:. 11 

* * * * * 
Tho '!Daily Mail " - s .. turday , 28t h December spla shed a vcrJ frank 

and intriguing interview wit h Frank Richards , by Kemeth Allsop . I t 
r.ad a huge headline "I Sa,• You Fellows, Old Bunter i s 72!" and e 
cartoon showing Frank Ric 1'.ards pushi ng Bunter in a bat h c:iair , 

For those who wond~r how tr.e Ch;l ' s age is 6...~rived nt , tho 
O"--pl a.'lation by his creato r is "I first inv ented him f or a story :iJl 
1899 , and he was 14 to oet out wit h. " 

There will be " fur tro r reference to this notab l e article :iJl 
Mx t month I s Golden Jubilee Number. 

~: l:lexton Bl ake Libs. 1st and 2nd Series ; any nu:,ber.::, J.l.so 
Union Jackl1917 to 1933 , Boys' Friend Libs . 1st Series , No, 669 , 2nd 
Series !lo . 79 . 
JOSIE PACKMAN, _27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON, S. E, 22 . 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LOnlXl!i SECTION 

The 10th Christmas Porty i;eetin g was held, as now customary, at 
"Cherry Plece", Wood Green. 31 members enjoyed all the usual 
i.'lgl'Cdicmts plus many moro. One very notcble run welcor.,:, itc,n was 
Bob Morti.m£,r 's cut out figur.?s of t he Greyfri ;us ch arc.ct ors which he 
hopes to exhibit at Kingston on T'Mmes in connectio,i sith t he "Hagnet" 
Jµbilce r.cxt r'ebrw::ry. A grand sicht indeed , th:inks Bob for this 
wondonul previo~. Grond ~uizzes , party gamea and good r eodines ware 
on tho agendc, iii th hot mince pins on t!).) menu. Herbert ~ms pr~scnt 
with the •c.D. AnnuaL:l", too bad of B. R, to meke him late , as i·'.crk 
Johnson popped in for a short ti.me ond unfortunately had to l eave ere 
our ilerbert a.-rrived. Good sales and cxchanees , l!lO~c of th e new Tom 
llol'l'Y books collected , record bcrrowingu from the il.s.'liil t oni.M 
libr e.rJ r eported; fine S!X)cch by ~orbcrt, who pe.sscd on tho greetings 
froc: t he !nods colleagues , who, by all r.ccounts hed a good Chri.stme.s 
party :nooting of their om . 1Tccpus Fugit ', I SRJ",it did , many itcr.n 
had to bo l oft for the r.axt ~thcring which ,'ill be tll c Annucl Gcn.;ral 
Hootine et Z7, Archdcle Road, East Dulwich , London, S. E. 22 on Sunday, J 
JanuorJ 19th . Host for this meeti.r ,ill be I.en Pnckman, CJ18i:rr,an 
elect for 1958 . Ny word, what a grand talk he ga:,o on the Christm s 
!louble nw bers of :nan:, of the old comics t.'iat he possesses. Spa.co 
preve:its ti., recordin g here of tho other hap~y i tans at a vory 
successful ceet ing with excelle nt catering by Eil e.,n om ;;.,thloon who 
~•re ably thanked on a proposition by Don \lobster. 

Ul:CIB !ill':JA.'llll .... 
NC!?:'HIBll SD:TIO!! CHRISTY.AS PARTY - DEC.EIDER 14th , 1957 
Onco ~ in hats off 1D the l adies , l'irs. o."'1 Nolly Allis on ond 

furgore t Jackson for such a festive feed to put us in good fettle for 
the eood things to cooe. ~.'h,it wculd wa do without yoo.? 

Laat yeer tho petrol shortaeo prcvmted Brier, Honeysett being 
,c.th us , }'ortunately no s~h oi::ergoncy exis ted this time ond right 
elcd va ;,ere t o see hi!:: afte r er. absence . of six years. He gnve us a 
delightful talk on his collectiJ,;: recollectiO!lB . He was tho :,OWlgest 
cf us, but 1!1/1 vordl be has had some books through hi.3 bands in hi.s 
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time. His talk was t he highlight of the evening and he received an 
ovation when he finished . Come again Brian. 

There were games al most too numerous to mention - emone th0!!1 
Stanley Smith's ever engrossing Criss Cross Quiz , a Twenty Qur.stions 
session on novel l ines bom of the braL'I of Gerry Allison and a Down 
You Go game conducted by nzyself but the crcdi t for which went to 
Fronk Unwin of t he Merseyside Club who hsd sportingly supplied all 
the material . 

Ther e were also t oests , a telegral!l from Frank Richards , l.lore 
re f rcshrpents am chat t er . Yes, ,,erily a right merry evening , w1othe r 
milestone in the annals of th e O.B.B.C . which !'}'lthera down l!ydo ?ark 
Road. 

nEHJERT LECKEHBY - Northern Section Correspon dent , 

* * * 
MIDI.AND SECTION MEE'l'Il!G - 25th NOV]l,!JJER, 19'37 

A good attendan ce t urned up to enjoy what proved to be c very 
nice change fro m the usual programme. Another grand fill, sh01·1, all 
in colo ur , and with the added attraction of appropriate ousic , plus 
t he woll thought out com~entary of tho manber r e~ponsi ble , Gcort,1) 
ChathM. All the exotic scene ry of th e ltiviera ard the Nodit01-ranc an 
coc.st was shown, in pnrticule r what must be one of the most boa,,tiful 
festiva ls in too worl d - t he "r.rocession of flowers ". All presen t 
were en- r aptured and we are very gra teful to Geori;e for this great 
show. Needles s t o say , very lit Uo was done in tha way of ordin,,ry 
business t:1ough th e library continued its usual good service to the 
member s . Thanks to Beryl •s hard work. A contr ibution t o tr.e 

'Groyfri.srs :Jerald " Clubs Ma&zine was r ead out . Judging by its 
reception it was deomed worthy of inclusion. So far so GOOd• 

HARRY BROSTER - Secretary 

* * * 
MERSEYSIDE SECTION - SUNDAY 1 8th DEX:EI1BER 

There was an cxccll .an t a ttondence f ar our December !footing and 
Cr.ristmas Party , which got away to an early start at 4 p ,m. After 
tho financ ial stat.arnen t had been r ead , special mention was made by the 
Cmirman of " purchase of Masnots , t hrouiib the co-operati on of the 
London Club. Our thanks ac e due t o this branch for their hel p , 

Final discussion took pl ace on the "Greyfriars llerald " compet-
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ition , resulting in co,:,\>lete satisfaction by evmybody present . 

At the conclusion of tho business s i de of the evening everybody 

sat down t o a spl endid t ea provided by Mrs. Webster, at the end of 

which approprinte reaariw were "8de by Don Webster, Chai man, and 

Fronk Umri.n, Vice Chainnan, Special thanks were given by Fra.'lk t o 

l:r.J, Webste r f0r th e work she bas dona for us dur ing the last twalv e 

montba behind the scenes , After te a tho writer presented his 
'iues tion and aru,,ier quiz (s , rictly non book cl ub) . Questions ranged 

fro:,i the name of Liverpool 1s boBY team to the names of threo of Ber 

llajes tioo ilinisters . Some interesting , if not accurate answers were 

givoo . Priz es of two books were given t o tte two winner s , Don Webster 

and Frank Unwin, 
A fascinating old tine fill, sho11 was then given by Pat i.affey 

with a fri end of his . One of Chaplin ' s earl y s•JCcesses was shown, 

along with two s.oort films deal :ine wit h hobbies . 
Next n fresh edition of "Down You Co" end this ti.me the 

uriter •s tca:i t.ad the pleasure of ooe.tir.g Dor. 1fobstor •s team by ten 

;,oints to s ix , this bein8 mai.'tly due to Peter \lobster bcin8 at the 

top of his fom , 
This was followed by three Christmas readings and her• special 

contien C!ll3t be mada of Ina fact tiiat ono of the roadi1J8S c.x.o from 

too current Saxton :a.lake story "llalk In Fear . • Thee,ctrscts proved 

that tho Amalgamstad Proos are still turn ing out Blake yarns as 

gocd e.s ever tl>ly ware . Tho ovcnir-e fiMJ.ly ended wit h toasts , 

presen t ed as usual most kindly by Jim \/al.sh, Alt ogother n fine 

nftamooro and cvcni.nlJS cntertainmnt , ar.d t h;:,rc is no doubt everybody 

presen t enjoyc>d it to the fu ll , Next riceting - Sunday, 12th Jaml8.l"j, 

ot 7 P· "- 1:mr.AII PRAG!IELL - Secreter;, l'.erse-Jsido Branch O.B. B. C. 

lll l l •• lf lllllllllllllallU NI NANUlMNll ifitr lAlla:IIIJll a ll ll ll ll JI*****'*~ .......... 

C. D. AN:!UAL - Corrections 

Despite the greatest care one or two errors did creep in . Still 

t l>lre were c l ot cf words altogether , Hy apologies to those concerned . 

>'he mistake in Derek Gifford • s ni,no is one of thos a thing5 you can 

only call inoxplicable, (i!. L. \ 

Pose 47, 5th par , last line !rut one (dated 1921) should read (!ml 
Page 49, 3rd par . first line "wirten " should read written 
1'!l8S 139, Stafford ,Denis s.sould read GIFFORD, Deni-s- .--

P888 139, George Sellars ' prefe renc es should read 5 (b) (a) (c) 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by J ACK ~OD 

Uosta w, 328 Stockton Lane , York. 
Phone: 25795 

* * * * * 
A i'.appy end Prosper ous New Year to al l my many friends , re aders 

and cont ributors . I hope you all had a Christmas in kcepin,'; >1i th 
those which have sc often deli ghted us in tha past in tho pages of the 
llels ,m Lee Library and otrer Ol d Papers . 

First , may I apologise for one omission in my Collectors ' 
Digest Annual artic l e on tre Prefects of St , Fronk's , I wonder hou 
meny ol d readers r ecalling one of Edwy Searles Br ocks •s f8ll!OUS "got 
out s " after a r ea de:· had complained to.at Cyril Josson had boen left 
out of a current series of Portrait Gall eri es? Brooks •s rc:,ly :,a:, 
to the effect that he did not reoaober Myone named Jess en , or ol se he 
must ho·,e ovcrlookod him , A:ny,ray, he would enquire next time ho W"3 

in the Dell tcn dis tri ct vis it i ng St , Frw's , 
Woll , I fo r got one of th e West Holl3e prefects , Llewellyn Roos , 

w:i10, cs his na:ne sug&vests, is e W'elshr:l.an. I bel ieve he wan net n 
prefect in t rn early Two- House days , but apparen tly he l!IUSt h.-we beG.J. 
promoted when th e school was expanded. 

He was 1 eferre d to as a pr efect dur ing the School '!'rain s er ies , 
ar just af t eNards when in his Gossip from St . Frnnk ' s , ilrcaks r opv1·ted 
th a-t Rees was inter ested in the f orthcoming arri val of u net ·! Rcz:ovi t.e, 
M01·cnn Evans, who had bee."l invo lv ed with Nipper and Co whon the 
Schoel Train was L"l the Swansea area . 

Rees , however, was a regular characte r in al l the Six t h Form 
Por-trai t s . He uas a good singer 6lld very popul ar at social evrmtn. 
Otheri·rise he was an ordinary sc,rt of senior , 1'i th very lit tl e to 
distinguish him from a senior bey at any publi c schoo l . 

In t.'iat respe ct, he was no mor e outstanding than Leslie Stanhope , 
Cedric Tayl or and othe r Sixth formers who 1:ere not prefects, 

Secondl y, I sen t J ohn Creasy ocpies of thi s year ' s C.D • .Annual, 
and a l so of last year ' s in which i t will be recalled t liero were 
sugges t ions for Creasey contributi vns t o the new Blake Libra..-:i.es, 

Mr. Creasey has replied thanking me for the Annuals , 
Fascinating is his apt desc rip;ion for them, 

Incid en~:\,Y, Creasey admir ers will find th e J anuarJ Creasey 
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11".gnzine of mol.'6 than passing interest . It lists not only his 
fort hcollling novels, but also the che&per paper back edition which ar e 
being put out by Jcy Books. 

Thirdly , an ol d friend , who s~!.tll Ce nameless for th e mooent, 
has put foNard n bri ght idee fer • gossip-; addition to our Colur.n. I 
think at first lock , that his achane is a most inte r est ing one and I 
:1opo we shall work out a pl an which will prove interes t ing t o every one . 

Fourthly , mey I appeol to nll Leeite s far t hoi r hel p in t he 
cotri.ng year so far as articles ore c cncerned . Ideas for future Nelso n 
Lee Colu:ni will be more than welco1:1e , fo r it is vory difficult to know: 
j ust t<llllt the readers want . Bet·,e en Ourselves was nlwoys A pcpulAr 
section of the Library; wl1at about SO!Jloth.i.ng 01: s i milar lines s o that 
I can budget fo r your requirements? 

The Annual lists pl enty of people wit h intorcsw in tile !lelson 
Lee Libl'Sl'Y, so suru ly scrne of t han out side tile nor.ml half dozen or 
so 11~G'W,B.rs " must have something of g(!lorol. ir:.tcros t t o p.:iss on to 
our coorados . 

Once~ in , a Hapw and Prosperous u .. , Year to all • 

.......... '*+* 1• 1111111· Nil lllll t ll llJI III NDl:NUll llll lll*****~ ...... . llllll•ll;tllllH-* 

160 s.c.:.s for Sole. "At School and Awe;;" 7/6 ( 1900) 
ITT 193\ - 1934 "lls8'ie t s " - different £16-15-0 l ot . 
1940 "l!agnets' ' Bound 62/6 . "Childs Cor.ii.<.nion Ar.nuol " 1912 
11Cl~ Annual" 1916 - 10/ -. 11Munsey Y.i.eeazi..'les11 bOl.md, 1918 , 
1920. i!ur.dreds P'16"S, 10/- each. "Ch.npion " 1947 7/ -
"Cir ls Gol den" 1927 - 7/6, S .A.E. Lists , 
LA':liill.So;1, 44 !JI&.1( HILL ROAD, :ix:cu.sxr , sr . RELil:l'S, L&iCS. 

12/0. 
1919, 

'i:'lo Yorkshire Evening Post , Dcceobcr 23rd \Uldin-a big heac!ing sr.i d: ­
":Iill,iry Bl'.d Co. havo t heir ccl<e .!!!!£ eat it , Bill y Bunter on I ce. Sir 
Edi.."Ul'.d in t he Antnrc tic could not wa it until Cllriatmss befo re e,.ti.ng 
too ir tuck. ti 

Ar.other Cnsu.-~l ty . "Truth" the fxi.ous weekly died with the l e.st issue 
of 1957, after n run of 00 yours . Itc end wns sudden for even t he 
Edito r didn't know there would be no pnper to pre pare fo r the first 
week of 1958. Ir. t he lost number nrtic l c s were nnnounced for next 
week just os in MaiJr,e t, flo. 1683 re<>dera !far e t ol d of 11 s t ory which 
never saw th> light. ( H.1. ) 
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Muroer Down Below (!To, 397) .. J a.JOOS St ag; 

Every so oft en there comes alone a case th e solvini; of ·.;hich 
proves so di stas ter'u l that Blake regr et s ever having taken it on, .\3 
he readily admits, there is no jus tific a tion for murder a t ,my t ilno ; 
but in this instanc e , hi s sympathies are entirely with tho perpetrator 
of the series of crimes he sets out t o :iJtves ti ga.t e . 

Those who are recini.scent of the stories of th o l ate G. !!, Tood 
may r ecall t hat this famous Blake writer once se oced t o hl:vo a fond ­
r..ess for the ch.o.nning and pictur~sque North Devonshire countryEido , 
a:,br acing such beauty spots as Barnstap l e , Bi deford 31ld Clovclly . 
J ames Sta .,.; , in a st o,:y which emphasis,,th e human si de of Blaka 1s 
char acter s , chos e indentic al s..irr oundi ngs here . 

I found this novel wholl y enjoyabl e , and should thi s prove to 
be 11.'l eXllIDple of the fare to be provide d in 1958 th en e. succ ess ful 
year is ass ured. 

Rating Very good 

* * * 
Redhead for Danger (l!o. 398) 

Lik e it s companion, thi s is anot her who- dw1- i t, but t ho r esult 
is tiardly as sa tisf ying as the autho r' s pr evious effort , t he c::collent 
"FI:'lD ME A KILLE.q", Events revolv e around 11 Chris tinn cup of (T eat 
nnti quity - The Gree t Chali ce of Anti och - the c r ea t io n of an UPJrnown 
~reek silversr.i ·th. Or, t o be more exact, tha inn er cup, of o>l>le t, 
which fems both an essE!ltisl um valoob l e addi ti on t o it . 

B&ck at Bl llko ' s sid e a t which he has not been th e fru:iilicir 
figur e as in the more pal.m,y days , Tinker r eturns t o f om the olJ Bnkor 
Stree t partnershi p , with an unf amiliar ly portrayoo Inspector Coutts of 
t he C. I . D. 

Aft er findin g t oo beautiful , rod-headed Eva Kaston::ann brutally 
nnml.ered , 'rink er finds himself follo;;in g sev eral fal se tr o:i.l n , Yot 11 

more confident Bbk o fin ds hi s perple xed assistan t a useful c.lly in 
t he unmaskin g of th e s lny er . A workmanlike effort , but not the real 
fuclenn . Rntin g . .. Good 



THE YEAR IN BRIEF 

Tho best novel of 1957? Woll , in assessing tho merits and 
dme ri1;s of t oo 24 stories which oo,:iprised the year's output, one is 
faced .ith some li t tle difficulty beccuse the current Blake s tory arust 
be pl aced L'l or.e of e.t loost t hree different categories: (1) KURDER 
and tlYSTERY. (2) .lCTIO!I 6!ld THRILLS. (3) TRAVEL nnd ADVEllWRE 
(as in James Stag g 's stori es cf Beirut (1:0, 367) and llaples (No. 373) 

In the c:urdcr-cUJ>-eyStery depiirt,,>?nt, I unl1~si ta t'\(in&J.y place 
Arthur liacl ean •s "FTh'D ME A KILLER!" in top place. For action and 
t!;,.-ills "TI!E Lt,ST DAYS OF l!EdLill" we.s a fine cxa::iple of vigorous , 
su s::,er,se ful writing . The quartot t o which gnve mo my {lreat cs t r eading 
pl cc.suro and which comprise r:,y Tep Four are as follow s :- ( 1) "THE 
LiiST DAYS OF BERLIN" (2) "FlllD ME A i'JJJ.Ell!" (3) "THE SEASO~ 
OF THE SJ..'YL:i.'iK" (4) STJ,MD-Ili FOR !·1UiU>ER" - t ho l ott er t-.o being 
writ t en by Jack Trevor St orJ nnd Dose.end Rcld respec t ively . 

Thrw stories , in r:,y opinion , faile<i to mko the grade. They 
wcro "SI~IT 1'1TNESS" (ilo. 375), "PANIC :Cl T"e.E :IIGlT" (:;o, 377) and 
''CJrUSE TO CDP.E!E.i.AGFll" (No. 385). 

ilak:ing their debuts as Blako chro ni clers were Desmond Reid , 
Jon,,tllan Burke, William Arthur and !!artin Thooaa. Wit h five novels 
in his fir.st year , i!cid made quite a notab l e entry into t ho rlllll'.a, and 
his story of that cld es tablished favourite , Dr. liuxtou Rymer, was c 
moot oocmcndnbl e ef fort . 

Alt ogethe r a most success ful year . 

* *** *** · .......... *** 
*** * 

------ --- ·-- ·-- - ---- ---------
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COMillG Vfflr SOON! 

THE BAKER STREET GA ZE TTE 

An informativ e monthly catering for 
everyone in terested in t m four Great Detectives of British Fiction 

SEXTON BLAKE, SHmLOOK HOLMES 
NEIBON LEE and DIXON HAWKE 

*** 
Arti cles , Pi cture-Features and Competiti ons 

*** 
Produced by phot<>-litho gra pby in bla ck and white f or 

normal issues and in colour for special occas ions , th e 
BAKm STREEl' QAZE'nE 

is a monthly JJ18EJ1Zine you must not miss ! 

* * * 
Edited by Artlrur Maclean, the first issue wi ll bring you , amongst 

many other things , a picture f eature on David Ferrar , fi lm- land •s Sexton 
Blake; pictures and print covering the new hostelry · rccent zy opene d 
in London' s Northumberl and Avenue - the Sher l ock Holmes; intimate pen 
portrai t s of some of the writers currently chronicling the adven tures 
of Sexton Blake; and considerab l e 'ins ide informat i on ' on Nelson Lee 
and ll:iJron HaWke. 

The f ir st iss ue will have a limited printing , and copies - 1·1hich 
ere numbered - should be reserved as soon os possib l e . 

The Beker Street Gazette may only be obtained by pes t subscrii>­
tion . It will not be on open salo, or avail 891e thr ough newsagents. 
To make sure of your copy of the first and future issues write at once 
ix>:-

ART!IUR MACI&.'I, 5 ST. ALBAllS STUDIOO, ST. ALBANS GROVE, w.e 
onclos:ing a postal order for 1/6d for one iss ue, 4/- for three is su es , 
or 15/- fo r twelve . 

ALL COPIES illLL BE SlllT .illYWl!ERE Ill THE WORLD POOT FREE 

* * * 
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000 lT!IP. r, IN'1'SRBSl' By B, V, Copeman 
FIRST IBllURD SP.Il!Dl GRffl'IWRS 111,\VIllG? 

tntil quite recently I 1188 aleys under the impression that tbe 
first time the late Leoll&l'd Shields actually drev tfZJ<f pictures of tbe 
Greyfriars cbaracters 1188 when he i ll ustrated the never-to-b&-for gotten 
Indian Series in the !!apt in 1926. 

Actual ly, I find now that in 01/f own ooll ecti on I hsve at 1888t 
~ previous illustration this artist did of a Greyt'dars scene , 
though it 1188 not an illustTaticn for a story. It took the form of a 
glossy sapis plate which appeared in the 192} Holiday .lnnual facillg 
Page 8'.l and entitled "FIRJI....IIIILL Kl GREil'Rl.lBS SCHOOL.• 'l'wo 
ohllracters imedistely identifiable are Bil ly Buntar and 1'llul 
Pontifex Prout . Buntar is armed w1 th ho fire buclceta, from ODO of: 
which water is pouring ovor anothor un1'ort\lD8te junior llho bas beoome' 
antangl.od 'Id th too bi« hoes from tho nozzlo of: which in turn a fierce 
j ot of voter has caught the fllllous v. G. B. square in the middle of 
his fat spine ! Prout•s clllim for t i.. l.1mel'4!bt in this pic ture is 
based on th! fact that be is at tbll reoeiving am of a fir&-bucicet, 
one enthwliasti o t.nough ,mrecogniaab l e j unior having just flung the 
entire oontents over hila! 

I Wilder it artist Shields realised in 192} that but three yean 
l4ter be would IIDbarl< on quite a 1""8th;y period of ti.mo end do his 
share in shaping the destinies of th e well-dalovn chors.cters of Hamil­
tcn •s f81DOU13 Xsltish School? 

• • • • • 

Dear &lit.>r, 

28 Derwent Stre et , 
Hewccs tle on ,yne 5. 

1st January , 1956, 

First I must oongn,.tul ate you on th o excellmt quail 1;y of the 
Coll ectors • ~t .lnnual, the articlo by Roger J<llldn"e - "Tho 
Golden !IP of the Kapt " - Wll8 superb . 

I llll8t diSll81'8" 'Id th him tho1.lah, vhm hs asya thet the second 
serios of "Yh&rt.in the Rebel " WllB betto r written than tho first series. 
"" mental picture of tile various school bcyu ot Greytriars and especi,,llv 
Harry Wharton vill remin vi th .., forevor t.brcu,!h this fir st series , 

BoweTer, vo lloe,,etitos must feol grea tly ind obtc d to Roger tor 
his splendid article on th o t ruly "Goldan A&e" of the Magnet. 
(Letter ucaviodahl,f cut) Sincorely, BASIL .lDAII 
TOOK WPLIC.lTIJl:l SIIRVICES, 12.l n!E SH.A1!BLBS, YORI{. Toll York 25148 
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