


WHERE I CAME Ilf 
By Basil Adam 

My first introduction to t:00 ''Magnet" happened to be through a 
friend giving me some old copies to read when I was ill • 

.By sheer good ' :forti.me they turned out to be Frank Richards 
finest stories, the "[;Jarry Wharton Downfall" s eries of 1924-1925. 

]'.rem then · on I became a devoted reader of the Magnet from 1929 
·_until 1935. So you see tbe truly golden age of the Magnet just fell 
into my l ap ! How eagerly I looked forward to the Magnet coming out 
eve-ry week and devoured hungrily each Greyfriars story in a single 
night. . 

I am afraid I took these magnificent stories so I!lUCh far granted, 
never roaJ i s ing at the time how much skill Frar..k Ric~ put into 
'them. 

Havi."'lg, like most people, frittered most of my Magnets away, 
excepting tho "Down.fall" series, I have managed by hook or by crook to 
regain most of them again. · · 

My favourites are the: 

'Dick Lancaster' 'Courtfield Cracksm.n,' 
'Ravenspur Grange' 'Ca vandal e Abbey' 
'Sahara ( 1924) ', China, St acey and 
Holiday Annual 'Hiking' series and all 

. holidays at Wharton Lodge stories. 

A toast to Frank Richards for such treasures: 

May he be 'Id. th us fat" many years to come. 

* *** * * * MMMKM * * * 
*** 
* 
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Edi t or : HERBERT LECKEt'l'BY, 
12 Herbert Street, 
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CHAIR 

THIS SPECIAL OCCASION: Last month I said not many articles for the 
enlarged Gold en Jubilee Number had r ea ched me, but I was not worr yi:r.g 
for I knew I could confidently rely upon you . Well my faith was 
indeed justif ie d for since copy has flowed in; in fact it may be 
that I have too much. If so my apologies to those who may u.'"l.avoid-
ab ly have to be l eft out . 

Dr. Robert Wil son , lucky owner of a vast collection , has often 
told me how a:fter a bard and tir ing day among his pat i ents, he t u.ms, 
no t to t he classics, but to the Magnet or one of its companions for 
a litt l e lig ht r elief. fllany of us, whate ver our vocation, will 
cordially endorse th a t . 

To a ll who have helped to make this a memorable number my 

sincere thanks . 

* * * 
THE ANNUAL: Since I wrote last, letters hav e poured in prais~'lg the 
Annual; there has hardly been a single note of criticism . Every 
article has been praised and tribut es paid to th e exc ell ent work of 
the York Duplicating Agency . 

One or two err ors crept in, but there were quite a l ot of ~-rords 
we:ren 't there? Checking is a tremendous job I can assure you . It 
is so easy for errors to sl ip thr ough when t he pr inted word is 
concerned . -- ...... = ----· , ... --
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Here is an example. Tickets for the 3rd Round Cup Tie between 

Leeds United and Cardiff City were printed with the date given as 
Jul y 4th. That iB a printing works with men s}Ecia1ly trained to 

l ook for errors. 
Well, on to next years . I won't promise t rere won't be any 

errors again but I 111 do my utmost to see that there are not . 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBERT LECKENBY 

REQUIRED: good conditi on Magnets: - 412, 413, 416, 418, 419 , 420, 437, 
441, 447 , 475, 505 , 510 , 511, 517 , 540, 546 , 553, 882 , 903, 904 , 1034 , 
104 ) , t0 46 , 1047, 1076, 1089, 1090, 1092 , 1096, 1099, 1100, 1117, 1126, 
1132 , 1160, 1162, 1170 , 1174, 1175, . 1179 , 1180, 1191 , 1194, 1244, 1245, 
1259, 1273, 1280 (Several others in 1200s) 1335 , 1397 and 1400 . 
WILL EX.CHAiJGE: Magnets :- Severai "Reds" some in earl y 400s and 576 , 
584~ 586, 587 , 590, 1e1, 782, 783 , 791, 797 , 806 , 807 , as, 809 , 810~ 
811, 814 , 819, 820 , 821, 822 , 823 , 827 , 828, .832., 833, 838 , 839 , 840, 
845, 851, 857, 861, f570, 871 , f578, 911 , 1302, 1313, 1314, 1324, 1472 . 
Also a number of good Greyfriars S. O. Ls . - All good condition. 
Sugl!,'BStions welcomed. In need , my "inf erior" copy thrown in , in most 
in s tances, for anything offered . Write airmail . 
C.HllS . V. RENEN, BOX 50, UITE..?filA.GE, S01Jl1H AF.RIC.A. 

WILL EXCH.A.NG~: Blue and White Magnets .· One for · one , for the followirg 
779, 808 , 826, 899 , 960 , 961, 962 963, 970, 1005, 1011, 1013, 1017, 
1 028 , 1 029 , 1 035 , 1111 , 1112 , 11 }'.) • . . 
7/6 of fere d each for S.O.Ls - 231 , 229 , 173, 171, 169, 167 . 
G. THOMPSON, 53 WALLASE'f P.AIUC, OLD PARK ROAD, BELF.AST. 

--·-........... ---............ - ----- · .. ---·-- - ----- - ----- --- ------ - - -
EXCif.MiGE: Magnets - 1359 , 1379, 1397 , 1398, 1465 , 1467 . 
Gems - 1422, 1442 , 1566 , 1594, 1595 . s .0.1. 401 (st . J i.ms) 
GREENWOOD, 63 GRI.FFITBS DRIVE, ASHMORE PJ.RK, WEDNE3FIEI,D, STAFFS. 

W.ANTED: Sext on Blake Libs . 1st and 2nd Series , any numbers . Al so 
Union Jacks 1917 to 1933. Boys' Friend Libs . lst Series, No. 669. 
2nd Series No. 79. 
JOSIE PACK:trlAN, Zl ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONOON, S.E.22. 
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/rJ[ahia nut. • • • • • 

conducted by JOSEPlUh"E PACK}flAN 
27 Archdale Road, East Duluich , London. S.E. 22. 

I am vezy pleased to announce that an article will shortly 
appear in these pages on one of t he most gifted - and certainly the 
most popular - Blake writers of all times ; indeed, in the ·opinion of 
many (including myself) this man was the greatest of them all . I 
r efe r of course to George Hamilton Teed . Much has become lmo'l'm of 
many Bl.eke aut hors, and a lot has been written about t hem. In the 
cas e of Teed, however, i..~formation has always been vezy meagr e , and , 
as a consequence , ar ticles on him very fe w. As many of you i'r.Lll guess 
ue have to thank Detective Bil l Lofts for this new informatio n . 

Members of the Sexton Blake Circle will be meeting very &..11.ortly, 
and a report of this will appear in Blakiana in due course . 

* * * 
ON. TOUR WITH SEXTON BLAKE 

By Walter Webb 

Stories centering around the criminal activiti es of G1 . .:u1ga Dass , 
the Hindoo, were almost entir ely devoted to the pages of th e SEXTON 
BLA..XE LIBRARY, in which they enjoyed a fair measure of popu 1arity . 

Thr ee aut hors were concerne d in r ecordin g the coups of the 
Indian crook - H. Gregory Hill, t he origina t or of the cr>..aracter , 
Coutts Brisbane , famed creator of Dr. Ferraro, and .Anthony Parsons , 
who was, perh aps, res ponsi bl e for the better of the stories . We now 
follow Blake to India , in his first encounter with the '\ID.Scrupulous 
Hindoo, in a case which is know in th e famous Baker Str eet .index as 
the case of 
(No. 5) THE IDOL'S EYE Autho r - H. Gregory Hill_ 

During a trek through th e Central Prov inces in quest of big 
game, Edward Hart ley, 8ll adventurous young Britisher, younger son of 
a baronet with a large esta te in Essex, was badly mauled by a tiger,­
He was discovered in the jungle by Josef Agran, a Parsee , a descendant 
of the one time great ~ race of Central Asia , worshippe rs of the 
true God of creat io n, known to . them as 0:rmuzd. Agre,n , a . dealer in 
precious stones , was on his way home to the villa~ of K]!dderal a where 



he lived with his wife and dau ghter Zenda. The friendship which 
immediately sprang up between Hartley and Zenda quickly ripened into 
a deep affection, and , eventually , the two planned to marry. But 
there was another who cherished the affection of the girl, and he was 
Bhur Singh, an educated Hind.co of good birt h . In order to marry the 
girl of his choice, Hartley renounced his . religion and anbraced the 
fai th of th e woman he loved. At t he Temple of Ormuzd in Bombay, tbe 
conversion and marriage cer emony duly took place . As a marri age 
dowry Josef Agran gave his daughter a huge and megnificent blood-red 
ru by, after which the be.trothed paid set sail fo r England, little 
r eal ising that the rascally Bhur Singh had made a solemn oath of 
vengeance against t be girl who had spurned his advances. 

Twenty years pass by. 
Sexton Blake was invited by Sir John Curri er ., C.B., to att end 

a party the baronet was gi v:i.ng in honour of his son's engagement to 
Lillah Hartley , one of the season 's prettiest debutantes. In those 
twenty yea:rs, dramatic happenings had occurred. Edward Hartley had 
been kille d two years previ ously in a motor acciden t; Zenda, now Lady 
Hartle y, was left alone with the i r only child, Lillah . Aft er the 
dinner and the speeches which followed it, Lady Hartley presented her 
daughter with the betrothal gift, the magnificent ruby which she had 
r ece ived from her f ather twenty years previously at th e time of her own 
wedding . In a speech, Sir John recalled a sensation which bad occurre d 
in India exa ctly the same number of years ago when the great Kali ruby, 
w~ch fo rmed t..11e eye of the goddess Kali , was stolen from one of the .. 
H:i.ndoo temples. To this day nothing further bad been heard of the 
id ol ' s w.issing eye , and the ruby remained undi scovered. Blake , 
watc liing Lady Hartley , was puzzled at the sudden agitati on the woman 
showed at ·Sir John ' s words . That agi t at ion was i.ritensified a lit tle 
l at er uhen she r eceive d a wri tten communic ation from Bhur Singh , who 
knew that th e famous ruby had been in her possess i on. Should Singh 
rn.e.ke publi c th at knowledge Lady Hartley knew she would be a doomed 
woman. She was aware of t he t erribl e vendetta that had been sworn by 
the high pri es ts, f or to those of the Kali cas t e the ruby was mor e 
pr eci ous than life itself. 

Sexton Blake was hurriedly surrttiioned t o the residence of Lady 
Hartley when, on t he following rooming after the betrothal dir .... TJ.er, her 
l adyshi p was found lying unconscious on tbe floor of her bedr oom, with 
the body of Bhur Singh beside her , dead with a dagge r pr otuding fr om 
his neck. Puzzled by Lady Hartley's reluctance to tell all she knew 
of tre murder, Blake questioned her daughtar. Lillah told him. that 
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her mother had asked her to give back the ruby she bad given her at 
the dinner rurl when, later , she had asked her mother where it was , her 
parent t old her she had lost i t. · 

Blake ' s investigations led him on the t rack of a Hindoo named 
Gunga Dass , servant of Bhur Singh . At the inquest on the latter , 
Lady Hartley was found guilty of wilful murder and a warrant issued 
for her arrest . Blake was convinced of her innocence , however , and 
firmly determined to track down Gunga Dass , whom he felt was the 
actual murderer of Bhur Singh and who now possessed ·the Kali ruby . 
Realisin g that Dass ' s objective would be to get back to India wit h 
the jewel , in which case the sea r ch for him would be well nigh hope­
less , Blake was natm-ally anxi ous to prevent him fr om leavi_ng the 
country . He also entertained a shre wd suspicion th at Lady Hartley 
was not of pure British birth , which Jartl y explained her reticence 
at the inquest . 

Despatched by his guv 'nor to endeavour to get some news of 
Dass ' s whereabouts , Tinker visited the n1otus Fl ower Cafe" , in a 
smal 1 street off the East India Dock Road. He discovered th at Gunga 
Dass had shippe d· as a fireman on a tr amp steamer called the Sea Spray, 
bound for Port Said, Bombay and Karatch i. But , in trying t o capture 
Dass si ngle-banded , Tinker came a cropper , and ended up a priso ne r on 
board the Sea Spray . Blake , alarmed ~t his assistant ' s continued 
absence , set Pedro on the trail , and , accompanied by Detect i ve­
Inspector Rollings , an intelligen t and efficient friend of his a ttached 
to the Yard, set out f or the East India Dock Road, where on board the 
Sea Spray , the luckless Tinker was found and rescued from his predi ­
cament. 

Blake ' s suspicions of Lady Hartley gre w into certainties; he 
became convinced that she was in actual f act a Parsee . Knowing that 
Sir John Currier was intensely prejudiced against the coloure d races 
and would never give consent for his son to marry Lillah should the 
fact become knotm of her mixed blood , Lady Hartley was prepared to 
sacrifice her liberty by a llowing it to be bel ieved that she murdered. 
Bhur Sing.h. It behove Blake to get on Dass ' s trail without delay , and 
with that end in view he and Tinke r sailed for Bombay on a faster boat 
in order to apprehend the Hindoo on his arr iv al there . Passing the 
Sea Spray in the Red Sea midway between Suez and Aden , Blake and Tinke r 
arr i ved in Bombay ahead of Gtmga Dass , a gharry taking the~ to the 
Regina Hotel amidst a colourf ul throng of fiercely moustached Pathans , 
mil i tary Sikhs , shaven - headed Tamils , Rajputs , Mahommedans and creamy 
.skinned Parsees . When Blake learned th at .Bhur Singh was a high 
...... ·.----·---- -- ---- -- ---- - - - -- -- --- - ---
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priest and keeper of the templ e jewels at Khan Dur, Dass ' s object in 
killing Singh was clear t o him . On r estoring the ruby to the temple 
Bhus Singh ' s posi t ion would be his as a reward, and then , as possessor 
of the keys of th e tre asure chember Dass would be free to make a cl ean 
sweep of th e lot . 

Disguised as an emissa r y of the Head Priest of the 'I'anple of 
Malk'Ul.8. on the banks of Mother Gange s ( a piece of charact erisation 
which, in Tinker I s opinion be at to a f r azzle anything Matheson Lang 
or Martin Harvey could do ! ) , Blake interviewed Dass in a cheap na tive 
cafe in Grant Road (the \f.hiteche. pel of Bombay, as the author desc ribed 
it) . He was on th e poin t of bluffing t he Bin doo into handi ng th e 
ruby over when Dass noticed the unusual colour of his - Blake ' s - palms 
and instantly realised th at he w-as being duped . The t abl es turned , 
Blake and Tinker barely esca pe d witn their lives . 

P.rrived at the London Road St ati on of the G. I .P . Railway, the 
Balcer Street pai r embarked for Khan Dur. The next move in the bat t le 
of wits was made by Gunga Dass . As th e train was rumbling it s way 
thr ough Poon.a, Blake and Tinker awoke in tmir bunks to find th a t each 
ba d a sco rpi on on his bed as a sleeping companion . Al th ough both were 
s trung by the poisono us reptiles , Blake managed to pull tre cora.n.nmica ­
ti on cord before he col lapse d. At the wayside station of' Kh.ada.har, a 
mad.ah - an aged Hindoo do ctor - with a reputation for charming away the 
evil eff ects of scorpion bite s , treated them, and under th e influence 
of t he antid ote he ad.Ininistered to th em Blake and Tinker gra dually 
r ecover ed. 

Arrived at Khan Dur , the jungle city of India, they made tr..eir 
way to th e te mple . Dass , having handed over the ruby t o the Dherner 
Rajah , was being exalted to the rank of priesth ood. Blak e ' s inter:-1 
venti on and denunci a tion of the Hindo o cri.Jtinal came as a drama tic 
surp rise to the priest s , who woul d bave avenged the death of Bhur Singh 
by killing Dass had not Blake begged the Dhermer Rajah to hand the 
cr ook over t o him in order that he be made to stand his t r ial in 
England for murder. Before the Commissioner of :Madras, Gunga Dass was 
made t o sign a confession to the murder of Bhur Singh , after which an 
extradition warrant was obtained , and Blake and Tinker were homeward 
bound again. Blake under - estimated 1he cunnin g of the Hindoo, however , 
and Dass managed t o escape as th e shi p ~-,as coaling up at Port Sai d . 

Due to the detect ive ' s int erv enti on with the si gned conf ess ion 
Lady Hartley was proved innocent of the c:::im of which she was accused , 
and rele ased from custody . The onl y fly in the ointment then was Sir 
J ohn Currier ood his bit te r feelings against all those of native bl ood . 
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Bu.t when Blake told the bar onet of the story of Lady Hartley '.s 
s acrifice ' and Sir Jo hn released just what Zenda had endured i.~ order 
that her daughter ' s happiness should not be jeopar9,ised , his fierce 
and prejud i ced old heart me1ted, and the consent he gave to his son I s 
engagement to the pretty Lillah was both warm and heartily given . 

And, having described Sext on Blake's first encounter with 
Gunga Dass , a few points of int e rest about t he H:ind90 will not come 
amiss . Twenty- f our years pr evi ously he hed been a Subadour- maj or in 
the s ervice of the Emperor. .A. white sahi b, t he offic er in charge of 
hi s regiment, accused him of stirring up sediti on among the Pat hnns 
whilst they were quo.rtered in t he canto nment a t Peshawar . Not being 
able t o deny the char ge , Dass was drummed out of t he s ervice . For yea:m 
he became a sold ie r of fortun e and a wruider er . As a s er ang i n the 
servic es of the B.I . Company, he tr avelled in many countries . Possessed 
of a r efi ned Sanlcrit accent, Gunga Dass had the well - sculptured fe at­
m·es and jaunty beaxing of one of higp caste. 

In conclusi on "THE IOOL'S EYE" was published in S.B.L. No. 198 
(First Series) in November , 1921. 

* * * * * * 
Ull!ION JAC'.<C TITLES - YEAR 1918 (J.ANlJARY - JUl'ffi) 

No. 743 
11 744 
11 745 
II 746 
II 747 
II 748 
" 749 
II 750 
II 751 
11 752 
II 753 
II 754 
II 755 
II 756 
II 757 
11 758 

II 759 

The Case of the Hidden Fortune 
The Myster J of the Standaxd Ships (F . .. Lord) ....... So lrrew 
The Secret of the All otment ................................ ...................... E • .1.Uai s 
His Lordshi p ' s Vale t .............................................. ................ ....... _. ... A. Murr ay 
The Vanis hed Nan (The Bat) ................. . ..... , ................................ R. Murr ay 
The Oil Kin g ' s Secre et (Plun1mer) ...................... .................... M. Osbourn e 
The Aff air of the Premium Bonds (F. Lord) ................... s .. Dr ew 
Rescued by Aexoplane ....................................... ............ ~ . ...................... E.S . Bro oks 
The Bogus Bat ( The Bat) .................................................................... R. Murr ay 
The Golden Reef (Losel ey ) ............................................................... c. Hayter 
The Mystery of the Vlao Vase (The Bat) ....... , .................... R. Murray 
The Secre t ~. of His Birth .................................................. -.............. W . I\j. Graydon 
Absent Without Leave ................... , ....... ...................... , ........................ A. Mu:rTay 
The Mystery of Alazion ....... .. .... · ...................... ......... : .......... ~ ....... c. &yt er 
For Political Reasons (F. Lord) .... .............. . , ..................... S. Drew 
The Amazing Mystery of }"rederick Fennell 

(Mr. Reece) .............................................. R. · Murray 
The Tragedy of the Top Fl oor Flat .................... ........ ~ ........... A. Blair 



Union Jack ti t les continued 

No. 700 A Deoo.Man 's Hate (F . Lord} .. ........................... ................................. S. Drew 
11 761 The Baker Street Mystery: ....................................................................... .W.M. Graydon 
n 762 In Sheep's Clothing ................................................................ .................. A. Murray 
11 763 A Mid- Ocean Mystery (Mr. Reece). ............................................. .. .R. Murray 
" '164 The Leannouth Chambers :Mystery 
11 765 A Golden Stratagem (F. Lord) ..................................... ................... S. ;Drew 
" 766 No. 13 Broughton Square.............................................................. . ... C. Hayter 
" 767 The Lost Letter (rr.1r. Reece) ................. .. .... ....... .. .......... . .... R. Murray 
" 768 The Mount Stonham Murd er Mys t ery (N. Lee ) .................. E.S . Brooks 

Number 743 is dated 5 January, 1918 , and :.Number 768 is dated 29th 
J u.>1.e, 1918 . 

** )( K ll JE lt II ll lt II II ll l( ** l( ll ll )( *** I( I( II lt lt ll _I( IE )( I( I( I( ** lE )( I( )( I( *********iHt IE lt )( .I( I( IE II II ********* 
ViAGNETS WANTED: 1532-7, 1539, 1541-2, 1546-7 , 1563, 1572-5, 1586. 
Mint condition only and fit for bi...11ding. 
I :hav e for exchange 140 Magnets between 529 and 1351 and will give 
TWO POR OllJE to complete long run for binding . 
S.A. E. with enquiry please . 
F. COCKllOF'l', F..AWBER HOUSE, SILSDEN, NR. KEIG.HLEY, YrnKSHIRE. 

·-- - ·-
TEE LONDON CLUB LIBRARY would be grateful to purchase the following in 
order to complete series:- Gems - 587 , 589, 1346 , 1348, 1350. 
Nagnets - 1121, 1647 , S.O.L. 247 . Al:so interested generally in 
Harnil tonian S. 0 . Ls . 
ROGER JENKINS, FLAT 6, 6 PErulROKE GARDENS, KENSINGTON, LONDON, W.8 . 

WA!~TED URGENTLY: I offer 10/- each f or any copies of Chips from 
Jp.nuary, 1916 to Octob er 28th, 1916. In good conditi on. 
LEONARD PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON, S.E.22. 

200 1923-1933 Old Boys Papers comprising "Magnet" ''Skipperu "Adven­
ture" "Rover" nwizard " "Vanguard " "Triumph" "Champion" 2/6 each 
or £20 lot. Five 1923-25 "Chwns " 51/ -
Three 1912-14 ''Boys Herald" "Journal" 31/ -
Seven scarce 1912 "Diamond" Libr ar i es - "Str aight Left" (Series) 
"Monarch of Sea,s" "Dixon Brett - Det ectiv e" (All 1912) 10/6 each . 
"British Boys ' Annual" - 1922 - 10/6 
LA\1.RENSON, 44 B1EAKHILL ROAD, ST. BEY.ENS, LANCS. 
- -- ,·--- --------------- -- ---- - ·-- ... --- - --
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SPECIAL GREY.FRIARS GOLDEN JUBILEE SECTION . 
Copy assembl ed by Herbe rt Leckenby 

1;lell , here we a,re with a record number of pages to celebr ate a 
notable not to say, unique , occasio n. There are memories from the 
maestro himself , an account of the career of his colleague over many 
many years ., Charles H. Chapman, a tribute in verse by th e Rev. A. G. 
Pound, an ar t ic l e by an old fr i end, Peter Walker, others :f:r<?m Eric 
Fayne and Roger Jen.lcins without whom this secti on would be strange, 
Bob vJhi ter and his splendid cover and others W!}O have kno1>m t he r,1agnet 
through the years . Yes, I think I can say with confidenc e , a r eal 
feast of r eadi ng . 

We' 11 start off vJi th the roan who just 50 years ago sat down to 
write "Send .Master Harry to me 11. 

* * * * *** * * * * 
FIF·TY YEARS 01{! 

By Frank Richards 

ttEHEU fuga ces !" r emarke d Hor ace twent y cent uri es ago • .And "eheu 
fugaces" Frank Richards f eels like echoing as the Greyfriars Gol den 
Jubilee cOir~s round . 

Swiftly gli de the years , sa ys old Horace . Swiftly inde ed ! 
Fifty , since t he fir st number of the Magnet was typed on a ::ro. 7 
Remington ond Greyfriars came to li fe: its author fr equentl y lifting 
the ca.rTiage to see how Harry Wharton and Co. were gettin g on: for 
that was before t.rie days of vi sible typing . 

Many things havB heppen ed in t hose years : a coupl e of World 
Wars wer e among other thin gs . Poles nort h and south have bee:n explored . 
Flying m01 have girdled too ear th : and Russian sputniks the heavens . 
And all th e while :Billy Bunter has been rolling on his plump way 
U..'"lperturbed. Men may come and men may go: but Billy Bunter just 



keeps rolling along ! 
Ip. the early :rv1agnet numbers he had but a minor role -- pardon the 

pun - l ater he stole the show. In more recent years he has blossomed 
forth into books, already with twenty-one volumes to his credit and 
spread himself over the television screen . It really looks as if he 
will · last as long as his author : whi ch will be quite a long time yet , 
f or after all, what is eighty or so? 

It is odd to remember t ha t he might have lasted nearer s ixty than 
fifty years by this time, if a certain bright young edito r in 1899 had 
so decided . But t hat bright you.ng man didn 't "see much" in him : and 
Frank Richards rather hastily slipp ed a pen- a..'1d- in.lc manuscript back in ­
to his pocket: the discussion 11.ent on about other t hings, and that was 
that - far tbe time! Frank was a yom1g man· in those days , a little 
diff id ent. His Bunter went into cold storage , an d might nev er have 
emerged therefrom but for the advent of the Magnet . And th en it was 
q_ui te casually that he sli pped on the type -writer; Frank Richards 
never dreamed that he was going to turn up weekly for thirty - three 
years , and after that continue bis f at career in books and on T. V. 

I have often been asked , wheth er I like Bunter . Of course I do . 
How could one help liking th e companion of ru::.lf- a-c ent ury! We are 
told that Conan Doyle became so tired of Sperlock Holmes that he had to 
ki J J him off . 1 newr had that eAperience with Bunter, or with any 
ot her character of whom I have writt en . In fact , I don • t understand 
hou 3Il.Y autho r can tire of his creati ons . They are the children of 
his ime.gi.nation and become like real childr en to him : more so if 
possible . One canno t , pe rhaps , adm:i.xe Bunter, but one can like him . 
At any rate I do. I have always enjoyed everything I have written -
I li.ke King of the Islands, and the Rio Kid, and Art hur Augustus 
DI.Arey, and Jimmy Silver, and Jack of All Trades, and Cedar Creek , and 
the Packsaddl e Bunch, and all the r est of the m: but I am always glad 
to get ba~lc to Greyfriars - and Bunter . Harry Wharton, Bob Cherry , 
Frank Nugent , Johnny Bul l, Hurree Jamset Ram Singh, the Bounder -
ever yone of them has a place in my affections . I could never tire of 
them . .And least of all of the least admirable -- William George Bunter . 

It is fif-b.r years ago , but I r emember it as if it were yesterday 
that afternoon at the old Cameli te House , when the edito r of the Gem 
told me that he was planning a new paper , and astonishe d me by adding 
that I wes to supply the whole of th e copy for it - and tl:e sub­
edi tors fi t of inextinguishable laughter wl-en I said that I would ! I 
was writing not only the Gem at that time, but any number of short 
s tori es and serja)s, so actually it was rather a tremendous orde rl 
- ----- - ------------ ----- -- -- ·--- ·---·-
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But I was in my earl 'y thirti es t hen and ful l of beans . Cert a inly I 
couldn ' t have done . it if I had been still wieldin g t he pen tnat 
lasted from 1890 to 1900. But in the first year of t he present 
century the typ e·writ er had rep l ace d it . And if th e pen , as we are 
told , is might ier than th e sword , undoubtedly the typewrit er is 
migh ti er than the pen ! How the ke ys fl ew und er the fing ers in those 
happy days ! 

Fifty years on ! 
Lookin g back over ha lf - a- cen tury it s eems very pleasan t . The 

Greyfriars Saga has gone on and on e and on : written in 8.11 norts and 
conditions of places -- on Swiss momit ai ns , by Vene t ian l ago ons , a.mid 
Roman and Pon1pe ian ruins , Fr ench viney ard s, Dutch can al s , ar,11 German 
beer - gardens - and now? Now Fath e r Time has fixed its author in a 
sunny spo t by tm sea in a ple as ant county , aJ1d his wanderin gs are 
over : but his fin ge rs are still a ctive on tre keys . Greyfriars 
.celebr ates its Golden Jubil ee : aJ1d Frank Richards , who has quite 
dec ide d to make his centur-.1, loo ks for ward to its Diamond Jubil ee ! 

110 . 1 

No. 106 

No. 397 

No. 4)/ 

No. 529 

no. 770 

* ** * ****** * 
)lAGNET MILE3TONES 

date d February 15th , 1908 - price {-d. 

Price increased t o 1d. 

The cover was changed from "red" to white . 

Pages r educed t o 16. 

Price incr ease d to 1t,J . 

Price increase d to 2d with a change in cover ill ust r at ions 
two colours used for the first ti me. 

Ho. 1 553 The cov er again changed to salmon coloured paper . 

No. 1683 Yiay 11th , 1940 - Fj nal number . 

The page s vari ed between 16 and 28 plus covers . 

* * * * *** * * * * 
• 
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CHARLES HENRY CHAPMAN - ARTIST OF TEE MAGNET 

By Charles Boorman 

One winter rooming several yea.rs ago, when I was editing a 
monthly magazine called the 11Reading and Berkshire Review" a small, 
lean, wix"J man of over 60 years climbed the 50 odd stairs , two at a 
time , to my off ice on the top floor and asked to see me. He entered 
t he room with a light , springy step (in spite of those st~irs) , a jaunty 
air , and a smile that flowed into a thousand creases . Wit h bis twink ­
ling b"iue eyes (no glasses , mind you) impish features and chuckling 
laugh he looked perennially young . 

He introduced himself: Chapman - Charles Henry Chapman - for 
30 years artist of that most prized of boys I papers "The Magnet . 11 

Did I ran81Ilber 11The Nagnet "? He wanted to know. Did I remember~ 
What a question ! The yea:rs roll ed back . Why, t here was never a boy 
of my gGnera.tion (I 'm spealdng of 40 to 50 y0ars a.go) who thought that 
lif G wa s life without it . Dear Old 11Magnet" How we revelled in those 
Frank Ric!1ards stories of Greyfria:rs School and th e Famous Five (r em­
ember them? Harry Wharton , Bob Cherry, Frank Nugen t, Johnny Bull , and 
Hurr ee J amset Ram Singh), and above all the irrepressible Billy Bunt.P.-r, 
t!!B Fat Owl of the Re~ove , whcse·.podgy blundering assini ty upheld th:l 
richest tradition of schoolboy humour. How we hoarde d our weekly 
ha ' pence to make sure of th e next copy of the pa.per, and rus...lied round 
to the newsagen t to get it the moment it arrived . How we _swopped 
copies and ea ch one passed from hand to hand , gro wing more t a tt ered in 
the process, until it literally fell to pieces . Did I rane.mber "The 
He.gn at II indeed ! . 

And now here , si tt:i.ng in front of me and t a lk:i.ng as though we 
had knov."!l. each other all our lives , was the artist of The I'iiagnet him­
self , tbe hitherto unseen minister of our boyish entertc'rirJllent, w4o 
week in and week out, for full three decades , :had dramatised th e Grey ­
friars s aga in lin e and wash and brought to pictorial life the 
characters we had grown to love . He now became, for 100 , part of The 
Magnet story , which bad long been , as I sensed , an intima t e part of 
his own. 

In t erms of "copy" Chapman's visit to my office was a gift . We 
wrote him up in a double-page spread illustrated with a reproduction 
of one of t~1e old front covers of The I~awet and some of his own 
sk e tches of Bunter and the rest . The public's response was astonish ­
ing . Al though ours was a local magazine, applications fo r copies of 

• 
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it came from old Magnet fans in all parts of t he United Kingdom and 
some from abroad as far afield as Australia . We were sending t han out 
for months afte r wards . 

Here was impressive of the nostalgic appeal of The ?r!agrlet and , 
more than all else , I t hink,of the :popularity of Billy Bunter , who 
at about this time returned to the modern worl d through the medium of 
television , and in cidentally , brought both Chapman and author Frank 
Richards to the screen to th3 delight of millions of viewers . 

Charles Henry Chapman is a very remarkable man. He is one' of 
those rare people who not only know what they want to do but who also 
by sing l e- minded concentration of purpose , succeed in doing it . From 
the earliest days of his long life (he will enter his eightieth year 
on April the 1st , 1958) he had made up his mind to be an artist . He 
was born with more than an ordinary share of artistic talent and with 
unlimited zest for it too . He coul d . never st op drawiJlg . 

When he went to Kendrick School in Reading , he told me, the 
dr awing lesson was th e only part of his education tbat really inte r­
ested him . Even in the classroo m he began to lay down the lines of 
his future career . ·He started · a school magazine which he called. the 
11Kendrick Comet" and naturally , as editor - in - chief , he made a feature 
of illustr ations. He found contributors among his pals and even 
among the te aching staff . Produced by means of a hectogTaph , nThe 
Comet" ran t o a net sale of more than seventy copies , for vhich the 
boys paid a penny each and the masters ( as a gesture of encouragement) 
twoi)ence . 

So tre young Chapman' s course was set , and as an avid reader of 
such popular boys ' papers as 11The Captain " and the "Boys I Own Paper " 
he already had a business eye on a likely field fo r future ente r­
prise . On leaving school he studied drawing under · the late Allen W. 
Seaby , Professor of Fine Art at Reading University, and then became an 
apprentice to an architect at Basingstoke . 

Of that experience he observed , "It was fine excellent t-raining 
for a budding artist, and I put in lots of practice , but •••• n 

Well , be did not mean to be an architect, and with his bent f or 
humour and the comic it was not long before he was sending sketches 
and cartoons ~ London editors ru:d publishers . 

In 1900 he celebrated his majority by getting a drawi."1g - his 
maiden effort - in "The Captain . 11 From that day his su ccess was 
assured . For the next five years he contribute .d regulro;-ly to suo h 
papers as 11Chips " "Comic Cuts" "Jester" 11Perm..y Picto r ial II and 
"Boys ' Friend . " A year la t er his work was appearing in the Da.:UY 
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Graphic , 11The Scout 11 "Big Budget " "Scraps " "Marvel " "Pluck " 
"Boys ' Herald 11 "Boys ' Own Paper 11 and "Chums11

• 

By this time his lively, vigorous style and gif't of humorous 
characterisat ion bad caught the eye of other editors and in 1908 he 
becam.e the interprete r of the ini.m table 11 Ally Sloper ", a seedy , 
tip-pling aristocrat with a bulbous nose whose misadventures , with those 
of bis family, were pictured in a humorous weekly paper named after him. 

Ally Sloper was a popl]Jar figure in the comic literature of the 
period . As Chapman puts it , "If you didn ' t know AJw you dirln I t know 
anyone . " And his special appeal was that whatever he said and did 
reflected some contemporary- event. The act ion was always t opical . 
T'nus , when Ally was at the height of his fame Bleriot amazed tl~ world 
(much as the Sputnik has now) by making the fi rst cross-channel fligh t 
in an aeroplan e~ Readers of the next number of "Ally Sloper " only 
tvro days later saw thei r he r o emulai-:.i..ng Bleriot ' s ex-ploi t , with all the 
frill s of f antas tic burlesque . I r emember that cartoon vecy well . 

"Ally Slopexn was folio size with a cartoon completely fillin g 
the fr ont page . Chapman did all those cover dr awings for eight months . 

In 1911 he joine d the staf'f of ''The Magnet 11 and began his long 
fruitful and happy association with Frank Richards , author of the 
Greyfriars stori es , Richards , too , was a very r emarkabl e Ilian. Charles 
Hami J ton was his real name, but he made use of a dozen or more pen ­
names as the write:.:- of boys ' ~d girls ' stories among then Owen 
Conquest , Martin Clifford , Winston Car dew, and Hilda Ric hards . His 
output over a period of several decades was prodigious . He wrote som~ .; 
thing l ike a mil li on- and - a-half words a year for the Amalgamated Press 
Publications and earned enough to enable him to live ne a r Monte Carlo • 

.Although this au thor - artist coll abora tion lasted so long and 
work ed so -well , the two men saw very lit tle of each othe r . Chapman 
recalls that they met and shook hands once or twice in the editor ' s 
office , but with the one pounding away a t his typ ewrit er in the South 
of France and the ottler busy at his drawing board in London they had 
neither time nor opportunity for the intim acies of personal friendship . 
Yet each served t he other well . Week after week with unfailing regul ­
ari-1¥ these 25 , 000 word t-'.fl)escripts from Monte Car l o were delivered to 
The Magnet off ic es in London , and week after week, quickly scanning 
them , Chap:nan gave to the hig blight of :L'1cident the added attraction 
of vigorous illustrations . 

It is :interesting to speculate how, in tenns of visual creation , 
those Greyfriars characters evolved . Like most cha r ac t ers in fiction 
th:ly were based on peop l e in real life . Billy Bunter , for instance , 
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was an amalgam of several plump persons known to the author . So far 
as Chapman is concerned Bunter , lik e Topsy, "just growed" . This is 
how he describ ed the pictorial build-up of the Fat Owl. 

"Bunter started off as a fat boy such as you'd find in a crowd 
of schoolb oys anywhere . Then we rnade him shortsighted and fitted 
him up with gl asses . Next we parted his hair in the middle wit h a 
couple of quifs and put him in check trous ers . So, with a few 
special extras like th ese , Bunter came t o acquire the char ac t er in 
wr..ich he was f:inal ly establi shed and which made him the unique , 
r ecognizable personality that he was . 

"} Iany people have been puzzl ed about these check trousers. Wby 
should Bunter be allowed to wear check trous er s when all t he other 
Greyfriars boys wore r egula tion striped ones? Well;,i. it was done just 
to make Bunter more conspicuous and esp cially to distin guish him from 
Johnny Bull , who, you will r emember, was a fairly plump youngs ter . 

"Those check tr ousers were always too tight, too . Tha t was 
merely to emphasise Bunt er's corpulen ce . 11 

What of t he oth er boys? How did t hey evolve? 
"Well" say s Chapman, "I suppose al l th e charact ers of Greyfriars 

as in most good stor i es, were dr awn from r eal life . At a:rry r at e , th e 
Famous Five were all decent , heal thy specimens of British schoolboy s . I 1ve 
knam boys who were the living count erpar ts of Harry Wharto n ar .. d Bob 
Cherry . 

"They were very gent eel , of course, and even Bunter , whose 
habi ts were not always genteel , wasn 't a Bounder . In f act I couldn ' t 
help li."ldng him ., And you can see how popular he still i s •11 

As to other models for his char acters , Chapman told me t ha t when 
he eot married - about th e time when he first joined The riagnet 
he went to live at Woodcote, on th e Oxford sh ire border not far f rom 
Reading . There he became Churchwarden to th e Vicar of St . Leonard ' s , 
the Rev. Hubert Nind, who, having kep t a prep . school for boys 
destined for Eton , knew the inside story . 

"And more" , :rrir. Chapman goes on , "f or with his dignified 
scholarly pr esen ce , plus his side whiske r s , he provid ed me with an 
ideal model for Dr. Locke, the Greyfriars Head, and with suitable 
modific ations , f or :Mr . Quelch , Form Master of The Remove . " 

In time , of course , Chapnan became so familiar ·with his 
characters t hat he could almost draw t hen with his eyes shut . And I 
must record here that a few years back, as one of a panel in a l ocal 
"What' s My Line Quiz?" he amazed the audience by sketching Bunte r on a 
Blackboard in nine seconds . 
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11I ' ve never regretted that day I joined "The :Magnet", Chapnan 

assures me. "Every week, as I worked on those ill ustrations , the boys 
and tbeir masters became real to me. I joined in their aq.ventures 
and share d their experiences . I look back upon those years as among 
the happiest of my life . 

"Of course , it always meant a devil of a lot of hard wor k , but 
I got a great kick out of it beoause there was always somet },.ing new t o 
think up every week. 

"For instance , I shall never for ge t the novel ty of introducing 
Btmter's sister Bessie (sh e was then ch.anning the read ers of the 
11Scho olgi r ls ' 0-wn") into Greyfriars School , and what const erna ti on it 
caused in that masculine establislunent . Billy r eturned the compliment 
lutero The pair of them used to appear in the "Holid ay Annual 11 which 
was conn ected with the Greyfria:rs tr aditi on and which I helped to 
illustr a te for 20 years until 1940. · 

"Bunter had a young brother too , a small edition of himse lf , wit h 
the same capacity for tucker which , believe i t or not , caused Bunte r 
na jor to accuse him of gr eediness ! 

"Although Bunter was no hero , in the sense th at schoolboys under­
s tand, he prov ed the most popular of al l the <?hara ct ers . Without him 
the Greyfria.rs stori es would nev er have l as ted as long as they did . 
Nany of the plots r evolved round him, and he became indispensable to · 
the Greyfria.rs legend . " 

Apart fro m a period of six years fro m 1928 , when he shared the 
work with Leonar d Shields and R. J,,. Macdonald (uThe Gera11 artist) , 
Chapman did most of the illustrat i ons for "The Magnet~' including the 
front cover, until, in 1940-41, the paper shortage br ought the old 
favotU'i t e and other like it to an end . 

"At th at time "The Hagnei " was at its peak , " he observed . "It 
had a huge circulati on - nobody knows how vast it r eal ly was . " 

The end of "Tbe Magnet " however , was not the end of artist 
C:hapman - not by any means , True , he retired , but only to find that , 
though "The Magnet " was dead , tbe memory of it among its one-time 
readers of all ages was still very much alive . During the past fe w 
years he has been an honoured guest at :meetings of Old Boys Book Clubs 
which , in various parts of th e country , exist to collect back numbers 
and preserve the menory of Bunter and other outstanding characters of 
scho olboy literature . 

Inevit ably there can;e a demand for the resurrection of Bunte r, so 
mueh so th at the Greyfriars stories were dramatise d on televisi on . 
And Chap.man is again as busy as of old with brush and pen illustrating 
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Bunter 's adventures, and , of oourse, there is "'Billy Bunter ' s Own" 

Wby tbis en duri ng int erest in t he scho olboy literature of the 
pas t? Let Chapman suggest an expla11ation: 

"I thi."lk it may be t hat t here is not hing t oday to take the pl ace 
of such papers as "Tbe Magnet" and "The Gem". Boys how get a r aw 
deal . Some of the stuff serve d up t o t hem is very poor indeed -
terri ble stuff . The great appeal of such s t ories as Greyfria:rs was 
t hat it brough t boys cl ose t o life as they would have it and r eflec t ed 
values which in Church and School they learn ed t o a cce pt . " 

Today, like Bunter , Chapman never seems to grow old ~ He s till 
bubbles over wi th energy and vi ta l i ty , enjoying his share in Bunt e r 1 s 
current ascapades and keeping himself sprightly an d fit \D. th long 
walks , bicycl e rid es and (quite tr ue) a morning cold bath all t he 
year round . His hobby, when he has ti me for it , is landscape painting . 
You could no more stop him dr awing than you could ckech the flo w of 
Ni agara . And wi t h th at superb skill he st ill does it! 

* * * ·* *** * * * 
* 

OLD : ,BOYS TO GRA-'IITD OLD Fl.AN 

Sir , we salute you - we who :have oft found 
Rapture in witn essing Removites' pr anks 
In state ly Greyfriars, on her neig hbouring ground, 
In Courtfield Lanes and on t he Green Sark 1 s bar.iks. 

li'i ve decades past your genius made you weave 
Out of your thoughts that throng of Boys and 11Beaks 11 

Whose record - that conv-incing make- believe -
Held us enc hant ed fo r un- numbered weeks . 

Sir , we salu te, and thank you . It was good , 
In oux as cent f r om infancy t o pr ime, 
To share the pul se - beats of tha t brotherhood 
Of f anci ed Yout h uncynicised by time. 
For mirthful tale, with moral deftly wrought , 
We hale t he mast er Scribe of Schoolboy sport . 

fu.""'V. · A. G. POUND 

* * * * *** * * * * 
-----..,.....·-----·--·- ··--·~----- ·- ---------·---
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THE fv!",AG1iEr Al'ID I 

By Robert Wilson . 

It was abou t the year 19(!/ that I forsook t he pictorial delights 
of the Kat ze njammer kids for the more solid pleasure of the printed 
story . By the generosity of a chum' s elder brother, Pluck, :Marvel , 
Boys 1 Friend and other weeklies sw·am into my den . And how I rev elled 
in them. Then came the day worthy t o be marked with a white stone, 
when my weekly pock et money was doubl ed to one penny . This meant th at , 
as well as t he lar ge bag of sweet s on which the original halfpenny was 
customarily dis bursed, I could also purchas e a weekl y of my own. This 
was the key by which could be opened the door of entry to the "swap" 
group , in which each member bought a different periodic al and th ese 
were handed round the circle after being r ead by th e original owners . I 
was admitted to this se l ect circle by right of purc ha se and as a new 
papers was just being pt:blished , I was comn:ti.ssioned to buy it every 
week . This new paper was inde ed , the :Magnet . As each boy in the 
gr oup was known by the paper he bought , I was denominat ed "the Magnet". 
That was how Billy Bunte r & Co. mt ered pzy life , to remain a part of 
it for fifty years . 

Like many other enthusiasts 7 I was stunned when the ¥iagnet 
disappearad in 1940 . I wrote to the publishers ple ading with than t o 
rescind their decision . I had at t hat time abou t twenty Magnets and a 
dozen or so Greyi'riars Schoolboys • Own Libraries and for t he next nine 
years t hey were re ad and re-r ea d ad infinitum. How I lon ged for a 
bundle of old Magnets and how that l onging was at l engt h satisfied , can 
be told in a tr ain of events startin g with a Saltbum- on-S ea addr es s 
in E. S. Turner• s Boys will be Boys , continuing wit h the receipt of a 
copy of Col l ecto rs' Digest fro m Herbert Leckenby nnd ending with th e 
delivery a t my house of seve xal hundr ed Magnets in mint condition . 

Now my s erri ed ranks of Magnet volumes l oom l arge in my lif e . 
tiever a. day pass es but I lose myself in a Magnet . It may be fo r only 
a f ew mi nutes , it may be for an hour , at any time of the day or night . 
W'.!18.t pl easura ble rel axation it is for an occupation like mine . To 
l eave the world of ailing humanity for a brief space and open the magic 
casement o ' erlooking that hidden land of perpetual yout h, Greyfriars . 
Yes , I owe more to Fr arlk Richards than I C~'1. ever adequately expr ess . 
Tr.rough days of sorrow , dis appointment , depression an d fatigue, t he 
Magnet has neve r failed to lighten w;y gloom and I have every reason to 
bl ess th at day , fifty years ago , when the words "Send Master Harry to 
me" rang through t he Corridors of Time. 
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FIFTY 'YEARS OF GREYFRIARS: SOME MISCELLA.l\ffiOUS REFLECTIObS 

By Roger H. Jenkins 

It s eems al.most incredible t hat half a century r.,,"ls elapsed since 
t I1e fi r st Greyfriars st ory appeared in t he Magne t , halfpermy paper 
which r ode t o succ ess on the cr est of th e tri umphant wave of t he Gem. 
Separa ted as wo ar e by two wor ld wars , t hat bygone age now appec1..rs 
firr nl y sunk into history , and most of t he Greyfriars stories of t he 
tim e bear the unmistak eabl e as pect of hist ori al r elics . Who could 
have for eseen lk"llf a cen tury ago t hat it was Greyfri ars whic h was 
destin ed to become so r enowned ond th at St . J im ' s would be r eme11bered 
only by t he faithful few? 

It is likely that neither the publishers nor the autho r of these 
school stori es bad a suspicion of the tre nd of f uture event ~, The 
Gem was the n nearly a year old , St. Jim's nearly two : the pape r was 
se llin g well , and was t o be doi:.bl ed both in s i ze and price . Why not 
cash in on t he popularity of Martin Clifford by letting Fr ank Ric haxd s 
write a juni or edition? \\l}i..y not, indee d ! 

The first two numbers of t he Magnet still read 1-rell today ; the 
pi cture of the sulky boy forc ed t o gp to school agains t h.is ·will end 
encounter in g tr oubl e when he got t he r e is both int er esting and 
auth ent ic , but aft er th e first two nlllllbers t he vital fl ame departe d 
from t:he ¥1a.gnet for some two or t hree years, end th er e appear ed a 
succe s sion of second r at e tales, not quite pot-boilers but noneth eless 
gi vi ng the impress ion that t hey wer e writ ten in the spare t ime le ft 
af t er comp©sing the weekly st ory f or th e Gem. The.t this Sloul d bave 
been t he case is quite u.._'1ders tandable , as is the f act th at :in 1909 
the circulation of th e Magnet dropped so alarmingly that the pape r 
nearly suf fere d a tot al and perman.anent eclips e . Fortunately, t he 
edi t or of th e companion pape.rs had f a ith in the futur e of t he :rriagnet 
and decid ed to ke ep it going. It is a little i ronic to th:i.n.k t ha t no 
editor in the .Amalgamat ed Press ~s the power t o make such a decision 
to day : the accountants now kee p a supervisory watch on all circulations 
and in these days no amount of sentimen t can keep going another 
"Answers " and no amount of blind faith can keep going another "Magne t". 
This is , after a ll , not unre as onable , since publishe r s are not pr.ti.l­
a.'1thr opic organi sa tions: t hey a r e in business to make a p;rofit , a 
somewhat disagreeable fact tbat all collect ors must face . But one 
can't help wondering whethe:, the policy of playing safe a."'l.d taking no 
chances is in th e long run the most prof i t able one to ad.opt . Certainly 

--.. -- -- - -·----------·-------·-- - - -- --
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if the accountants had held swey in 1909 there would have been no more 
Greyfri.ars and the Amalgamated Press would have been financially much 
the poorer as a result . 

From the middle of 1911 both the Magnet and the Gem improved 
gre atly, though the standard. of the Greyfriars tales remained below 
that of the St . Jim 1s stories mt il 1925. Nevertheless, the 
circulati on of the Magnet bad improved and it never gave cause for 
concern again, right up t o t he end in 1940 when it s t ood a t a quarter 
of a million . 

It is true that tha Gan was first in the field , but it was t.'le 
Magnet which e."'ljoyed th e longe s t run of continuous school s tories, 
311d it was in the Magnet th at Charl es Hamil to.1. displ ayed hi s fin est 
cr uf tsn1roiship . It was Greyfriars which tri\llllph8d in the end . 

What is the significance of it al l? Was it just nothing but a 
j ol ly ro mp , a fo rm of weekly entert ainment to be re ad li ghtly , and 
t hen cast aside and fo r gotten? Surely there was more to it t han t hat . 
Quite apart fro m the characters who se emed so real e.nd the style of 
writi ng which could at times give older readers such deep pleasure , 
benea th it all l ay e code of mor als and a pattern of behnviour which 
could not have f ailed to have had some effect upon trn youth of 1908-
1940 . Some years ago Charles Hamilto n wrote : 111 have never liked the 
ide a of sermonizing young people: but it has always seemed to me that 
a wri t er f or yout h should merge some moral hints imperceptibly into 
hi s story - though cert ainly not to the extent of making it unre adable 
as so many '\\Titers in my own boyhood unhappily did • • • • I hope this 
won 't give you the impression that Frank Richards is an old sermonizer . 
But it has always seemed to . me that a man ought not to write a story 
at all uJlle ss he feels th at it may be to some extent us eful , as well 
as enterte.ining , to young read ers whose charac te rs are i n the proce ss 
of formation . I am rea~ly le t ting you in behind the scenes as it 
were . Even our f at old friend Bunter i s mai nly a warning to thought­
l ess fe l lows not t o slip L.'l to the easy path of unveracit y . 11 It is a 
col!'!!D.on experience that , in later life, wren most of the details have 
been forgotten, old readers of the Magnet still retain an impre ssi on 
of th e mor al that l ay beneath the amusement, or what th e author of the 
s tories likes to r ef er to as nthe pill in t he j am." 

The character of Harry Wharton was deeply involved in the moral 
aspect of the stories . Ai3 tre hero he was inevitably the one to set 
th e standard for the others to follow . Let it be said at once that a 
boy of fifteen or sixteen is a very difficult char acter to portray : 
he must not seem too old for his year s , but on tre oth er hand the hero 
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of the stories cannot be an irresponsible youngster . Harry Wharton 
was not exactly a model hero , but he had the genuine stam1_.: of a 
Public School form captain: his background , his sense of honour and 
r'esponsibili ty, and his general demeanour a ll combined to i mpress the 
reader as having the authentic touch . Al though he made mistalces he 
was never gauche or lacking in th3 accepted decencies of conduct, and 
no matter what situation confrdnted him he was equipped with the 
certain knowledge of how he ought to act. As someone else has already 
remarked, breeiing tells . Yet withal Harry Wharton never ceased to be 
likeable and could at times be very amusing . There is no doubt that 
in this caee the pill in the jam was dispensed to a masterly pr es­
cription . 

The pre scription was not always written up in so sure a hand,. 
For instance, there were a number of unusual characters introduc ed , 
presumably with the intention of disclaiming any prejudice on t he 
part of the author: there wer e poor boys like Penfold and Li.11.ley , and 
boys of other nationalities like Dupont . Without being snobbis h or 
insul ar one fe els that they ·would all he.ve been better on:li.tted . Grey­
friars was, after all, inter..ded to be one of the top ranking an d most 
expensive Public Schools , and boys so embarrassingly poor as Yenf old 
(who had to go and help his father in the cobbler's shop) or Linley 
(who was always sending money home) would never in actual f act have 
t a.lcen a place there under such a terri,fic handicap : they wo-uld 
probably have gone to the local gTammar school . \'f.hat was far nio:::-e 
t ouching and realistic was the occasi onal refere n ce to Bob Cher ry ' s 
being always short of pocket money and his ambition to purchase certain 
objects - when he could afford to . This restrained touch was extremely 
eff ective , but Linley and Penfold were so poor that one' s sympa thy 
for them rapidly became exhausted 8..!'.ld was replaced with som.et hi ng like 
impatienc e. All the unusual charac te rs played small parts an.a. then 
only in minor stories. Like Dutton and his deafn ess, they he ld up the 
pl ot by the ver; reason that attenti on had to be paid t o their oddities. 
In sh ort, th3 idea th at l ay beh ind their presentation was a good one , 
but in practice it proved al most impossible to carry out . 

The end of the l11agnet was an event of consi derable si gnific an ce 
not only does the year 1940 constitute the fin a l date of interest for 
the vast majority in the col l ecting world, but it was also th e date at 
which cl l Hamiltonians were obliged to look back , since they -then bad 
nothing to which to look forw ar d . In oth er wor ds , ' tbey began t,0 
gather in old copies and take stock of past stories, and many old 
tales which might never have been looked at again were gTnnt ed a new ·------- - - -............ -- -- -- ·-··-- ·--

' 
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l ease of life . The death of th e :Magnet was the birth of popular 
col lecting on a large scale . 

If the Magnet ha d not ended in 1940 t he r e would have been no 
Story Paper Collector, ar.d if there had been no SPC there would 
probab ly have been no Collectors' Digest . .And if there ·had been no 
CD, would there have been any Old Boys' Book Clubs? That this i s not 
mere conjectur e may be proved by the statistics in the 1957 CD Annual. 
Of t he 228 who completed the questionnaire only 34 had no interest in 
Hamil toni ana , whil st 136 (or nearly 6Wb) placed Hamiltoniana fir s t. Of 
these 136 , 86 gave fir s t preference to Greyfriars . How many of these 
would be coll ecting or e.ven subscribing t o the CD i f new Greyfriars 
stories were still be ing issued in the Magnet and old ones still being 
r eprinted i.."l the Schoolboys' Own Library? 

It seems a fair conclusion to draw t hat Hamil tonians for m the 
backbone of the coll ecting world t oday , and t hat their a.ctive .partici­
patio n in such l ar ge numbers acts as a spur not only t o each oth er but 
to those whose interests lie in other fields of old boys' books. 
Hamil toni ans would not wish to lay claim to 6<:f/o of the space in the 
Collectors' Digest every month because th ey realise the ri ght of the 
minority groups to be over-represented , but if other sections de tec t 
a note of smug self' - satisfaction i.>1 Hamiltoniana t.'1.is month they must 
excuse it on th e gro unds that t he fiftieth ·anniversary of tl:B first 
Gr eyfriars s t ory is an event t hat holds some significance for al l 
collectors . 

By a most improbable turn of events , Gr eyfri a:rs i s today mor e 
f amous than it ever was . Thanks to the combined effec t of the Bunte r 
books a:nd t he television plays it is now a househol d word. To the 
invet erate collecto r, however , none of these modern rna.11i fes tations bas 
quite th e attracti on of the good old weekly paper he once r ea d in his 
youth . 

The l'v!ag:net is dead . Long live the Magnet ! 

* *** * * * XXXKX * * * 
*** * 

WILL EXCHANGE: 40 Boys Magazin es i..>1 fine condition for complete set 
Chopin Piano Music. Wri te to: 

R. B. KEELING, 312 MATHER AVENUE, LIVERPOOL, 18 . 

- - --·------ ------------ --------- --
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BACKGROUND TO WAR 

by Peter .A • Walker 

It was Novenber , 1940, and we in Bristol were just beginn ing to 
feel th e first effects of Hitler ' s war . For several weeks t her e had 
been the nig htly drone of German bombers . Is olated "incid t?nt s" had 
occurred in various part s of south-west England . But on this 
p:i.rticular evening of t he last Sunday in November of 1940 it became 
apparent that poor Brist ol was to be the latest victim of Nazi 
barbarism . 

The sirens sound ed at 6. 0 p .m. and aft er th e usual "calm befo re 
t he stonn 11 period , th e barrage and bombing start ed. So in te:n.se had it 
become by 7 o 'cl ock we decided th at di 3creti on was the bett er part of 
valo ur arrl sought the compara tive safety of our re - inforced r oom.· 
It was then t hat I decided that t o sit "waiting for it" was r a.t he :r 
ridicul ous, so somewhat nervously I climbed t o a top fl oor attic and 
after a few minutes se ar ch returned with a copy of a paper which, in 
company with others, was t o afford me much relief during t hose long 
ni ght s of t err or . It was , of course , "The Magnet 11

, and the i ss ue was 
t dnted 1918. December 3rd , 1918. 

A Christ mas nun1ber entitled "The Greyfr iar s Christl!E s Pa.1"'ty" 
the cover, in col our , bearing the curi ous title "Four fro m the East 11

• 

Not by any means, a cl assi c example of the art of Frank Ric hards. In 
f ac t 1 as I have s ince disc overed, was by one of the so-called 
substitute writers. But , strangely enougp , on that nig ht of bl i tz it 
br ought back many vivid memories. 

I remembered , for instance , th at it was probably one of th e 
first Nngnets I ever bought as a small schoolb oy in 1918 . And I 
r ecal led t hat during t hose l at ter months of th e First World War, I 
was then shelte ring, shivering in semi- dar lmess , with the old Nagnet 
for company, during a Zeppelin raid on London. 

How the Nag:net has gi ven foll0we r s of Charles Hamil ton a sense 
of permanence and security during troubles times! In t hose shelter 
days of 1940 I bave re - lived the days of youth, when the hot sim shone 
on the old quad at Greyfri ars, and there was a whirr of bic ycles in Fr­
iar:iale Lane. Uncle Clegg was cheerfully dispensing ginger pop and 
l ".'.! ·Cream, arrl Vernon Smt h was nipping into th e Three Fis hes to lay 
a quick bet with wd gey, the bookie . 

Old Wingate and Gwynn of the Sixth, the see dy Price, and the 
debonai r_l?:.! ton . C~ude Hosk~ and hi~E~ ~~n d the burl_y_~g~bson 
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of the Shel l . The supercilious Temple , an d Dabney and Fry . Coker , 
Potter , Greene , old Gosling giilffiblingly opening the gates for some de­
faulter . The acid Hacker and pompous Prout . What char acte rs have 
graced t he pages of the school story paper of all time , and what happy 
memories they have brought . 

Popular tunes of the day fr equent l y are associated with memories 
of the past . I shall always ran anber r eading "The House on the Heath" 
when ''Keep the Home F:i.xe Burning" was the tune of the day . "If you 
were tb3 Only Girl in the World " was being whistled an d sung when the 
Magnet emerged fro m red covers t o blue printing on white paper, 
and we wer e exhort ed to "Eat Less Food" in· th e adverti s ing columns . 

Poor Gunner Snith sait out a heartr-reac.~ing appeal from the 
trenches for Magnets and we whistled "There I s a Long, Long Trail A' 
Winding' ' -

I rEIJJember the thrill of anticipation every Monday morning , which 
helped to dispel tre thoughts of another week of school , when I used 
to walk two ciles to buy my gleaming new copy of the Nagnet , with i ts 
O'l'm special "new" sme1.l . And how I kept it creaseless and fres h over 
the years , and by much bookstall br m1sing gradually increased my 
collection until on e day I counted over 6CO copies fr om No. 1 onwards . 

I was always r el i eved 1x> find that in the Magnet it al ways 
snowed a t Christmas and the needle cricket match between Greyfriars and 
St . Jim ' s was pl ayed to a f inish , never being interrupted by rain . I 
loved the dee p l anes r ound Friardal e and Courtfi eld , sn owy in wint er , 
dus~ J in summer.- The sea mist which crept in from Pegg Bay. Quelch 
and Prout on t hei r Sunday afternoon constitutionals . 

All this was very pleasurab l e in those days of blitz, and later , 
when serving in the Armed Forces I found frequent relaxati on in the 
doings of the great men of Greyfriars, who, in tm strange surroundings 
of army li f e, brought a sense of ass ur ance . 

And now, eighteen years later , th e same sensation exists . In 
t hese days of hydrogen bombs, nucl ear fiasion , Sputni ks and Subt opia 
nnd the many oth er things which bes;.ege our modern life , one can still 
find enjoyment and pleasure in the pages of old Magnets , and live once 
aga in with the heroes of t he Remove . 

All this is v ery nos talgic, but whom would have it otherwise? 

* *** * * * •*••• * * * *** * 
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CHORm IN THE MEJllORY 

Set by Eric Fayne 

How well do you know your riagnet? If you lmow i t well, you will 
be abl e to place every one of th e follo wing quotations at a glance . 
Each is a :piece of dialogue t aken from some of the Magnet ' s most 
famous series : each contains a clue to the series in question; to 
make it fair to t hose who may have joined the clan in later years , 
tb3 series are thos e which appeared from 1930 onwa.xds. 

In each case you are required to s tate ( 1) Who said i t ? (2) 
To whom he or sho was speaking (3) The name of the series in 
questions . In t h3 case of the an.swar (2) , a collective one , e. g. 
:rhe Famous Fiv e , mig1t be sufficient . 

This little puzzle is f or your amusement , t o strike chords in 
your memory, but to add to th e fun a postal ord er for 5/- will be 
~ent to each of t he THREE r eaders who send in tbe most conect 
answers . The tim e factor may be taken into consideration - tbat is 
to say , the prizes will be award ed for the correct answers firs t 
r oceived . Jot your answer s , and post to th e &iit or. 

Closing date :- 28th February. 

(a) "I never aske d you to this study that I lmow of. You 'r e not the 
kind of fe l low I want in my study . I have n't l ocked up ey things " 

(b) "I' m not having a bad time . The only trouble is that they ove rdo 
the hospitality . Tiley really make a fel l ow ea t too much. It ' s 
a f ault on t he right si de , of course , but they overdo it . " 

(c) "Bis Lordship would hardly listen t o a person who t ol d ilm what 
be had read in a private letter , sir . He would naturally desp i se 
such a person , si r.." 

( d) "You young donkey ! 118.j or Cherry has a nephew ." 

( e) "How long have I been in trer e? I though t the air wouldn 't last , 
but it must have l asted all the hours I 've been sh ut up in that 
horrible place ." 

(f) "There was nobody to help me, only the chap you're all down on . 
He looked sick enough when he heard what I 'd done, but he did 
help me out, and you didn ' t ." 

(g) "We may neve r see him again , but I trust th at , whatever may be 
said of him , you - his friends - wil l always r anember him with 

- -- --- ---- -- ---- ·------ - kindness ." 
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(h) "Come to tea with me next week. In the meantime , you are in an 

exhausted sta t e, am. I will give you a nip . But keep it a secret " 

(i) "As I have said in my ridiculous lett er , I regret t errifically 
having overstayed my welcome in your absurd residence ." 

(j) "I am bound to point out, sir, that a schoolmaster - more 
especially a temporary master engaged for a short time - bas no 
concern with a boy when he is away from school , in charge of his 
parents and friends." 

(k) "You have changed ve ry much for the worse this term , Wharton . I 
fear th a t you must have come uuder some bad influence during the 
Easter -holidays . 11 

(1) ".At St. Ol af's they would have booted a pilferer out of the 
school . " 

Example answer (not to be taken serious l y) :-

(b) 1 o Horace Coker. 2. ~lilliam Gosling . 3. The Caffyn seri es . 

* * * * * 
LET'S BE COJITROVERSIAL 

(In this s eries , Eric Fayne touches on certain matt ers of inte r est to 
students of th e Hamilton papers. He gi ves bis own vi ews superficially . 
If you will write to him expressing your opinion on the topics he 
discusses, he will summarise r eaders' views in a futur e issue . ) 

No . 11 . DID WE SUFFER FROM TOO MUCH BUNTER IN THE MAGNET? 

I would say no. Though Harry Wharton i s ~ favourite charact er 
at Greyfriars , I love rriy Bunter, and I hav e never found him th e thing 
too much. 

Frank Richa rds has stated that "Bill y Bunter made the f.tagnet . 11 

Certainly :t-'!..r. Ric.hards shoui d know, but I f eel i t to o sweeping a state­
ment . Bunter, undoubtedly , helped to make the M%"'Ilet the gr eat paper 
it was, but in the early ~ears , when the foundation s wer e laid, he was 
nothing like so prominent in the stories as he became in the fulln ess 
of ti.me . But , although Bunter hogged the l imelight . chara cteristically 
in the last two decades of the paper , I, personal l y, felt that we never 
suff ered from t oo much Bunter. I would go furtrer and suggest that 
anybody who disliked Bunter could never claim genu.L~ely to like the 
Nagn~t . 
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I have wished sometimes th at in the post-war stori es we might 
have Bunt er as a _p9.rt of the strong supporting cast rather than as the 
star , but, as well we realise, that is pwely wishful thinking . Bunter 
has been bull t into a great national figure, and there is little 
likelihood that he will ever again play second fiddle. It is assU.!lled, 
not unnaturally, that the supporters of the Bunter books want Bunter, 
more Bunter, &'1d still more Bunter. We, who remember the greatest 
seri es of the Magnet, would possibly prefer a little soft pedallin g 
of the "old fat man" but, so far as I arn conc erned, it is a lllild 
pr eference, for, as I said befor e , I love my Bunter . 

A memorable series in which Bunter did not appear at all was 
that of Ravenspur Grange . This series has be en cri tici ~ed as being 
out of place in the Magnet , but I have read it many times, thoroughly 
enjoyed it, and regard it as among the Jllagnet 's most entertaining -
though it did not feature Billy . 

Coke r, now, li ke spinach , is an acquired taste . If we di s like 
Coker we can l eave him alone. There are hundr eds of s to r ie s wit h no 
mention of Coker . 

But Bunter can hardly be re garded as an acquired taste .. He is no 
hors d'oeuvre . He is a main dish. If we dislike Bunter , the only 
thing to do is to change our restaurant - in other words, to le ave 
the I'f!Bg!l.et alone. 

Was Bunter handled consistently down the years? Not entir el y I 
think. A st upid f at boy in the beginning; an unscrupulous young 
ra scal between t he w.hi te covers; irritating and unpl easan t in the 
early twenti es; wi ~ a subtle att ra ctiv enes s and , I think, at his 
WI"J best, in the late twenties and very early thirti es; s tubbornly 
sp.obbish and rather unpleasant in the mid- thirties; furunaker in chi ef, 
and very lovable today . .And al ways, whether in 1908 or 1958 , having 
a pull of his own - lik e the Magnet . 

My favourite Bunter series? Di_fficul t to say. Maybe Bunter at 
Whiff l es Circus or Bunter in the att ic at Wbarton Lodge. Good old 
Billy Bunter. May his shadow never grow 1es s . 

It ' s just my point of vi ew. What's yours? 

* * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No. 9. WHICH WERE THE BEST XMP..S NlJivIBERS? 

GEORGE SET,T,ARS writes: - The finest Gem Christmas Numbers were ( 1) 
Nobody ' s Study . , (2l Mzst~I"I/ of the Painted Room. 
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I remember quite clearly when I r ead "Nobody' s Study " for the 
first ti me (I was 14 years of age) and the story impressed me so much 
that fo r years I liked to beli eve that the real ghos t was not laid . 
Evon now, as I am writing , I still like to believe that tiobody ' s 
Study is haunted. Read this s tory again , and you will understand 
what I mean - espe cial l y th e inc ident wha:1 Tom is alone in the haunted 
:room, waiting fo r tm ghost t o appear . 

Gem 41 and Gem 197, both entitled "The Ghos t of St . Jim 's" were 
a paid of good, old - fashion ed Xmas yarns , and l as t , but not least , 
"Tom Merry ' s Christmas" and "Talb ot ' s Christmas . " 

Ny choic e of Hagnet Xmas numbers is the same as yours, al l three 
s plended Yulet ide stories . I think that "Jimmy Silver's has Party" 
s hot1ld not be left out - tre finest of all the Rookwood Xmas stories . 

* ********* * 
TH.Al"\fKS FOR THE r:.iEMORY 

By Maurice Kutner 

It is often not ed how a tun e , a colour, or even a smell , can 
bring back memori es . A convers ation of l ong ago may boil its el f down 
to one to 1;-wo half - remembered words, but visual images cl in g tenacious­
ly throU@l deca des . The memory of someone ' s adam' s-apple dan cing 
li ves longer than the wor ds which the vccal chords formed ; a facial 
expression , or expressive gesture of . th e hands, lives on. 

The visual art of illustrati on , in that r espect , is a most 
import ant one in books and reading . Not only does it crea te a visual 
asP3 ct t hat the mind can r ea dily seize upon aJ1d ran ember, but also 
forins an a t mosphere which vari es in diff eren t artists . Each brings 
his own per sonal ity to bear, and once t ha stamp of his art is impres sed 
on th e characters , he not only cre ate s an atmosphere but a tradition 
too. 

.A Dickena' editi on ill ust rated by a HarriJ Furniss, or Frank 
Reynolds , nev er reads the same , or ha s t he same at mosphere as an 
edi ti on which contains th e drawings of Phiz , whose style of depicting 
the well - meaning and benig.h Mr . Pic kwick , and the ro lling 
loguaci)usness of Mr. Micawber is a tr adition cl ose ly r el ated with 
l overs of Dickens ' works . 

We may be more the slaves of tradition in illustration than we 
think . When t he first Tom Merry • s Annual ~vas published many of our 



circle complained , and rightly so , at the poorness of the illustrati ons 
which were signed "Abbey ". Agein , when the Goldhawk Tom Merry books 
appeared , this time with a cover by an artist the equal , and even 
superior, to most of those employ ed by the A.P., the complaints still 
persisted . Fundamentally it 1'~'1d nothing to do with the question of 
good or bad drawings. Unconsci ously it was the expression of our 
frustration at th use of strange illustrations when R. J. Macdonal.d, 
who was th e mainstay of the St. Jim ' s tradition, was at that time 
still alive and presumably quite willing to take over fro m ,-1here he bad 
left off . The publishers, realising to the full the force and power of 
tradition , to ok note of the complaining reader, met him half -uay, and 
C. H. Chapnan was quickly brought on the scene to illustrate the St. 
Jim ' s stori es . This did not satisfy traditi on to t he full, but Mr. 
Cha:pman was as welco me as th e flowers in May; we knew his work , an:i the 
pleasure he had given us over many years . Our sub-conscious desire t o 
keep the "foreigners" out 1itas satisfied. 

Traditi on and atmosphere go haild-in - hand ; the atmosphere of St. 
Jim 's; as we all lmow;, was created by R. J . :Macdonald, th ough w~rwick 
Re'.fllOlds almost cre ate d another St. Jim's by his excellent work for the 
Gan , particularly the St . Jim's Gallery in the first world war. That 
of Greyfriars was fonned by Arthur Clar ke and,. at his death , caiTied on 
so successfully for many, many, yaars by C. H. Chapman and , the gods be 
prais ed , he is still happily creating for us the magic atmosphere of 
Greyfriars . Rookwood means G. W. Wakefie ld, whil e Arthur Jones , whether 
we criticise his drawings or not, set his seal · on t he St. F:i:-w.k1s 
storie s. To those of Blakiana only one artist, Eric Parker, bas 
gripp-3d the imagination and formed a vis ual Sext on Blake that is llie­
l ik e in its intensity , a superb piece of fluent artistry dra,,m, 
sP..emingly, with a minimum of effort . Eric Par1{er introduced to .A.P. 
book illustration a modem vigorous outlook , a technique consisting of 
an economy and accura.c-.r of line, possible · only by a first class 
illustrator. The famous Punch cartoonist, Phil May, always did a very 
careful and detailed pencil drawing of his subject , and then inked - in 
only the most essential lines . The apparent ease of the consummate 
artist is in all cases due to much hard work behind the scenes , and 
Eric Parke r was no exception . 

A satisfying period in illustration in th e Magnet and Gan 1,-ra.s 
perhaps that fro.m 1916 to 1919 when C. H. Chapman and Warwick Reynolds 
were the r es:i;:ective artists . The characters they drew were of ten so 
easily recognisable that one could distinguish between Bob Cherry and 
Johnny Bull, or G. A. Grundy and George Herries . 



It was surely a pity that this poli cy was not continuous over the 
years, for in due course of time we were left with numerous schoolboys­
who all looked alike , but we were still left with the distinct like ­
nes ses of Billy Bunter and D'Arcy , perhaps only because no artist could 
surely avoid clarifyi.'llg those two characters ! 

Most of the illustr ators whom we revere had one common factor; 
their drawings of th3 · etemal female were suprisingly unsatisfactory . 
Even Warwick Reynolds , whose work was of a very high standard indeed, 
failed dismally with his drawings of Cousin Ethel and Doris Levison , 
Curiously enough, his best effort was of George Kerr irnpersona ting a 
young lady , the title role in the Gem story "Si ster !•label . " 

The most success ful , however, were G. W. Wakefield whose cherubic, 
girlish fla ppers in colourful dresses and pi cture hats were most 
dis t inctive; Leonard Shields , with a fi ne , heal tby, comrad.ely type of 
schoolgirl; the vi.rile femal 8 char acters of Eric Parke r , excellently 
dra1·m wi th bold., vigorous stro k-es ; and l as t, but certainly not l east, 
J . Louis Smythe, whose work far the A. P. comics 40 years ago was 
prolific and of a vecy high orde r, and who drew the exotic, sophisti ­
cated ani mysterious type of women (espcially female spies , ) who 
abounded so freely in the serials and short stories in the .A. P. comics 
of those d.a;ys. 

We raise this point of our artists and their female c.l-iaracters 
only because we are convinced that t he interest in them, by boy readers 
between 12 to 15 years of age , is i.mlmowing ly greater than is generally 
admitted . 

:rt.any of our circle bave conf ess ed t o a r e- awakened interest in 
their boyhood reading after a lapse of many years . It is normal for a 
waning of :interest from the age of 16. The cares and stresses of 
growi_ng u:p and "get ting someNb.ere in lif e11 cl aim us, but as the years 
roll on, oft in the stiµ. night comes th e wee, small voice of the past , 
t he yearn ing to r enew acq uaintance with our ju veni l e "friand.s" which , 
to the nost algic , becomes over -whel ming . At long last , when we do re­
possess those books of our youth , we then see just where our memories 
have led us astray and played us tricks . Visual memories, however , a.re 
f airly r el iable , and th a t is ·where our artists have t he advantag e . That 
drawing of Horace Coker which appeared. , oh, so many years a{!fJ, the one 
in which he sta nds with feet firm ly planted on the grcr...i.11d, body half ­
tv.rned and tensed , two great lam-like fists , closed and thr ea tening as 
though they 've just cleared the board with one mighty sweep and quite 
prepared to execute further destruction , that rugged, excit a ble visage 
with the ju tting and :pugnacious jaw - that drawing , we say , lives in -· ----------- - --- - --------- -------
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our memory and reminds us in a flash of his short way with fags , hi3 
frequent attempts to gain due respect for his seniority over- them, bis 
eternal laying down the law to those unreliable henchmen, Potter and 
Greene, his fumbling schemes , and the frequent displeasure of Nr . Prout 
booming in his ears . No caption need be attached to that picture of 
the mighty Horace and our inwar1 eye will see it eternally . 

The colours and illustrations on the covers of our old boys t 
books are ranembered when the contents therein are forg"Otten, so ·we 
have much to thank the band of artists who ma.de our reading so much 
more enjoyable by the presence of t hei r drawings . 

They once trailed bEhind the au thor; times bave changed however, 
a..-rid in these days of striJ)-cartoon "reading" the authors now stand in 
the background while the artists are busily creating visual soenes and 
charact ers which the youth of today are assimilating, and which they 
will lovingly remember very vividly , and in many cases with nostalgia , 
in the long years to come. 

ThE!l too, will say of the artists of their boyhood periodicals, 
"Thanks for the memory!" 

* * * * *** * * * * 
I w"ELL RECALL THE DAY 

By Herbert Leckenby 

In February , 1908 , · I was a printers appr entice in rcy fourth yer?..r_. 
lfiy wage was 3/6 per week , out of which indulgen t parents allo wed ne to 
kee p one shil l ing • . · The greater proportion of this was spent on boy s I 

weeklies of the day , the Boys ' Friends, Boys' Realm, Boys 1 .He...~d., Union 
Ja ck and the Gem among them . 

The week ending February 15th brough t a problem , I had to find 
another penny, f or the Gem was haing raised to a penny , and there was 
to be a new :p9.per, the Magnet priced td, about which our appetites bad 
been whett ed for weeks by announc .eme..'lts in all the other papers . I 
managed it somehow and as soon as I had drawn my wages I made ~ dash 
for my newsagent, who looked upon me as one of his best customers. I 
used to get all my weekly supply of papers together, and I quickly 
turned to the new one with its -golden cover. By the light of the 
newsagent ' s window I re ad what are now historic first words - "Send 
YJaster Harry to me". Little did I think that evening in the dusk th a t 
fifty years on I should be writing about th em. Who would? After al l 
it was just another humble halfperi,.ny paper. _ 
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Later wh3n I got through nzy-favourite serials in too Boys' 

Friend etc ., read th e Sexton Blake story in th3 Union Jaclc and with 
approval the enlarged Gem, I turned to the new paper. Having digestad 
that too , my verdict was, if I re member rig,11tly , "As good as the Gem • 
Tbis chap Frank Richards knows his stuff .'' I knew at the ti.me that 
Martin Clifford was Charles Hamilton for the simple reason that I bad 
r ead the St. Jim ' s stories in Pluck , but I had no id ea of cours e , that 
the "new" author was Cr..arles Hamil wn. 

From that day the !f1agnet was added to my weekly feast of r ea ding 
matter . I won I t say I bought all the 1683 numbers as t hey were 
published but I never completely lost · traok with it to the day it died . 

Incidents concerning certa ii l numbers stand out for no particular 
reason. I recall a night Lll July , 1911 , whilst worlcin g on a mo ming 
newspape r, sneaking into the cell ar to ro ad a chapter or two of Bob 
Cher ry in Search of His Father . There was t he August Bank Holiday 
Saturday in 1914, when I r ead "The Match with St . Jim ' s" in the railway 
carriage 011 my way to Harroga te, to see th e gi rl I was to rr6rry a month 
l a ter . There was tal k of war m thn t carri a ge yet I enjoyed that story 
despi te tr,e f a e,-t t hat my thoughts kep t straying to tre r esponsibi lity 
I was taking on . Perha ps I was consoled by the remark of one of my 
f ellou passengers whom I remember s aying "Oh well , if war does come it 
will be over by Christ mas." 

Then ther G was th e night in Nay 1916 1·rhen whilst on duty in th at 
axmy t elephone exchange I have cause to r emember so well I was int err­
upte d in my r ending of "Cokers Conscript" by tm r oar of a Zeppellin 
overhead and the dropping of bombs which brought death and destruction 
in the near vicinity . And I r ecall I had a copy of t he Magne t on rr;y 
desk whe1 a bomb dro pped close by fro m a different t.y·pe of aircraft in 
another war when the life of the pape r wit h the ama zing r ecord was 
dr awing towards its close . 

Yes , the Nagnet provided me with countless hours of pleasant 
r eading throughout its lori..g car eer but t here was one t hing I cert ainly . 
never dreamt that long after its death it would be t he means of 
bringing me countless friends all over the world . No, that morning 
when my newsagen t told me there would be no more rtiagnets , I never 
though t of that . 

Now, just a little fantasy. Let' s suppose that in that far off 
day in 1908 I had t aken it into my he ad to cons ult a seer , one of those 
venerable gentlemen with a long whit e bea,rd and a cone shaped hat , as 
to the prospects of that little l12lf pen!'..y paper with th e golden cover. 
Having accepted the silver coin I had rais ed from 'nomewhere l et ' s again 



ag---ain visualise the proceedings going something lik e this: 
Having scan..."led the pape r he peered intently into )l:is cr-j'Stal 

ball and then sai d "My boy , I can see far into the tuture . This 
littl e pape r of yours wil l go on and on tri.rough the years lori.g after 
you have risen to man 1s estate . You wi.11 :b..ave a ~ n who will r ead 
it . I t will grow in sizj grow smaller aga in , th en get l arger once 
more . It will change its appearance several times , but on and ever 
en it wil l go t hrough a Great World War, and ~rt of the uay through 
another one . And all the way it ,.,ill tell of the escapades of the 
boys I see .ment ioned here , and many more . 

Then, peering again into his cry~tal he said "In t he far 
dis tant future I can see an old gentleman wearing a skull cap and 
cl ad in a dressing gown. He is tapping away at one of those type­
w:riting machines and the words he is tapping out are about thes e 
same boys . He spel l s Bunter many times ~ And he is the same gentle­
man who wrote the words in this book of yours only he is fifty years 
ol der ." Looking agro.n intent l y and tugging at his beard ~ seer 
muttered , "There will come a day rri.y boy, when you too , are ha.J.f- a­
century older when you: will be able to sit in your oi·m home and se e 
di sp lay e d on a screen li vL"lg pictures of the schoolboys ve-:..-y little 
changed, just as you can see animated pictures in tents mn tbis f a ir -
grou..--id. . 

Then, ii, as trn seer handed my No. 1 of t he Magnet back to me 
he had advised me 11Chep.sh tr.18.t little paper of yours my son . ':[!'lere 
'l'tlll come a day whe.,i it wi l l be wort h several golden sover eigns., 11 

Yes, i f t hat s eer of my fancy bad said that I should have turn ed 
awa:j-r saying to myself 11Pooh , he ' s been t alking rot . I 1ve a good rni.Tld 
to ask fo r my money back . " 

* *** * * * ***** * * * *** * 
THE BEGINiffi;IG OF THE BUNTER BOOKS 

By Charles Skilton 

Do you eve r speculate on the extraordinary chain of events some­
t imes set up by the quite sm.'3.l l happenings of life? Think back and 
see if it is not so in your case. Or, to ta.lee a celebrated exru.nple, 
consider ho-w the assassination of an Archduke i.~ an out - of - the-way spot . -
in 1914 set in motion the deaths of millions of men and most of the 



troubles to which the world bas been subject ever since . 
I was working one evening in the office of t~e hospital where I 

was employed in 1945 when a tap came a t the window. A nurse from the 
Hebrides wanted someone to talk to; we became friends, and, . al though 
I did not marry her , it was through a visit to Stornawa y to see her 
that I met my future wife . (In the meantime I had left the hospital 
and wD.S running my small publishing business full - time . ) On our honey­
moon in Oban the following year I picked up in the hotel lounge a copy 
of "Picture-Post" , a magazine which I came across only very occasionally 
in dentists' wain.ting - rooms and at the hairdressers . In that parti­
cular issue was an article about Frank Richards and it a t once struck 
me th a t a series of books about Bunter and GrE..yfriars would be a very 
safe bet for a publishers only comparatively r ecently established . 

Reckoning that Mr6 Ricllards would be flooded with fan - mail I 
waited for a few weeks before approaching him (I would not be so green 
now as to let the grass grow: ) • Probably I was very diffident to~ 
about the reception I, an unknown publishe r, would get from a very well 
known writer. In that respect , at least, I need not have worriE3d, for 
l ater, in bis AUTOBIOGRAPHY, Fr ank Richards disclosed that he "regarded 
a publishe r as of infinitely more importa..-1ce than the whole pf the 
Baronetage . " I have noticed , too, in the years that have passe d since , 
that Frank Richards has always been w.illing to discuss busin ess arrange ­
ments with anyone who does not mess about; however unknown they may be -
~".ld at that ti n,e there must have been no publishers more unknown than 
myself ! One does not have to be Monster , Million mid Co. Ltd ., to get 
a fri endly re ply from Frank Richards . 

Within a month everything had been settled, the Amalgamated Press 
who a t one ti me were cuvilling at the idea of Bunter being published 
else-where, having withdrawn th eir objection . I s ee from my fi l es that 
the contract was signed on October 4th , 1946 and on December 4th I had 
the m8nuscript in my hands , had chlckled with laughter over it and knew 
that I had a winner of a book in BILLY BUNTER OF GR.l!.,FRIARS SCHOOL. 

I suppose someone else would eventually have had the idea if I 
hadn't , but the now fmiliar series of yellow spines would probably not 
have been brought 01.1t in trn same way: just possibly , not at all . Cer­
t ainly , without the tap on the window, it is very unlikely that I should 
have had the great pleasure of knowing the Perfect Author, I have 
written more about lum in an article which . I hope will appear in "Every ­
bodya11to mark the Jubilee of the "Magnet" - unless I yet collect a piece 
of pe.per probably unknown to Mr. Richards: the rejection slip ! Later , 
if Herbert Leckenby is really desp er a te for contributions one month, I 
------ --- - -----------~----- ·---..,.---
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may rustle up a few more notes which might interest C.D. 1:eaders. 

* *** * * * WMMMN * * * *** * 

A VE MAGISI'Fll 

By Stanl ey Smith 

Many people have written telling of their appreciation of tho 
work of Frank Richards. Many, more have expressed their grent enjoy ­
ment of his s t ories . I go further - I enjoy his stories and I 
appreciate his great work, but I have for Frank Rich ards a debt of 
gratitude that I can never hope to repay. 

He, and no-on e else, was responsible for giving me an interest 
in life at a t ime when I was desperately in need of it. He restored 
in me the joy of living and caused me to detennine that, come what 
will, I was going to be as other boys and do fo r myself thos e things 
that I read about in his wonderful stories. All this is self­
ev"i.dont to anyone who r eads this poor tribute, but I run convinced 
that Frank Riehards di d even more tha.."1. these things for me. I can..>1.ot 
see how I could possibly have retained sanity itself bad it not been 
for those great stories that he wrote week after week and the wonder--­
ful characters that he created. 

I bad the misfortune that I spent a very large proportion of my 
early days in hospitals. From the age of seven until well over t he 
age at which one is supposed to have the key of th ~ door, my Jife was 
one dreary r otmd of illness, hospit a l, ope~ation, convalesence , a 
s hort few months as a nonnal boy or young man and then the same old 
routine would r ecolI!IDence. During that time I spent just under nine 
years in hospitals and convalescent homes of various kinds . ?fy' 
partimar trouble was r egarde d as incurable and , as far as medical. 
science and lmowledge of those days went, it was gene r ally accepted 
that my life was not destined to be long and that wbat .the re would be 
of it was likely t o be much of a pattern. 

I had some early schooling and could read but that was about my 
only acc omplishment. The day of hospital education was in the futtn-e . 
In those days of th e firs-t world war and the ~ar ly tL .. enties f ew 
hospitals took any steps t o help tr£ir patients in _any except medical 
or surgical weys. 
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But life really started f or me one day in 1916 or 17. I had 
beGn in that hospital for some months , I was about eleven years old , 
I was in pain , I had read all books br ought in to me by my kind 
friends and relations or supplied fro m the very meagre hospital 
library , I was tir ed , I was weary of everything , I was fed - up and I 
was bored as only a boy can be . 

All the other patients were , to me, old men. But on that day a 
new patient was brought in - a boy of about my own age . He was to have 
an oper ation on the morrow and we began to talk across th e ward . But 
he was r ather ill and the conv ersati on did not last long . One thing 
he said , however, wil l neve r be for . gotten . It was simply , ."Would 
you like to read this?" and , as he aske d , he held up a paper . 

Of course I wanted to r ead anything and I can re member, as if i t 
were only yesterday , the call of "Nurse !" s.nd the requ es t that she 
should fetch the paper over for me. 

I t ook t he pape r and looked at it with inte r est . It was a book 
of a t ype that I had never seen before . Of white paper , it ' s cover 
was headed "The Penny Popular " (War time pr ice 1tcI. ) and below this 
was a picture of two boys in an exciting scene on too bank of a frozen 
river . 

I opened t he pages of this book and , in doing so , I opened t he 
door into a new wor ld - a wor ld with its own limitati ons of possibil ­
ity and probablity , wit h its own high standards and peopled by 
individuals whom I was going to look cm as close friends wi t hin a very 
short time . 

I r ead a: story of some boy,s at a school called Greyfriars and , 
such was the magic of that story , I fel t t hat I was meeting f ri ends 
and that I already lmew Bunter and Bulstrode , Wharton and Wun Lung, 
Cherry and Coker and all the rest of them . 

Then there was a st ory of some more boys , this time from St. 
Jim ts , and a t ale of yet another sch ool at Rookwood. 

I read that book from cover to cover . I revel l ed in i t. Gone 
was boredo m, gone was t iredness and , even mor e wonderful , gone was 
pain - or , at least , the cl ose presence of pain that had been with me 
for so long . 

When my relations came to see me on the next vis i ting day they ~ 
were greeted by a demand t hat hencefo r th I should be supplied each 
week with a copy of the "Penny Popula r" and also of the othe r papers 
mentioned in i t - the "Magnet" the "Gen" and the "Boys' Friend . " 

As t oo months ,en t by life became so much more interes t ing . I 
was st ill in hospital but I had fri ends to share my weary hours . I 
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ha.d the Greyfriar ' s boys , Gussy and Merry and the rest from St . Jim 1s 
and I had the Fistical Four and t heir pals of Rookwood. As ti.ms went 
on I made furth ,3r friends - and enemies - when I was introduced to St . 
Frank ' s , to the saga of Sexton Blake , to Jack , Sam and Pete , to 
Wycliffe and s o many others who were t o share so many more h:::ppy_hou:ls 
with me • 

.And other tirings happened as well ! Even the doctors noticed 
th e impr ovement in my conditi on and that f ee ling of near-pity that 
bas for so long be en the atmosphere of rrry visits became a thing of ~he 
past . Interest in life and a zest f 0r l iving had come. This 1·ras 
followed by something quite differen t - a det erminati on t o bo like 
those fellows that I read about and (if not now, a..t.- any r ate, in the 
future) be abl e to do the things t hey did and go t o the kind of pl aces 
they went to . I began t o dev el ope an interest in educati on - not as a 
thing of its elf but bec aus e this was a nec essary step . Laying in bed 
I sta rt ed corresp ondenc e courses in all sorts of s ubj ects and was abl e , 
many years later , t o claim ?-1atriculati on standard . But, in th e mcen­
tiJ ue , when I did get t hose odd few months out of hospital and go t o 
sch ool myself I ceased being the t otal dunce and was almost able to 
take my full place with my own age groups in most school subjects . 

All this I owed to Frank Richards! 
, Then later came t he determinat:ionto do things like my heroes and 

I began to get better . My absenses from hospital began to last l onger , 
I just wasn ' t going to let myself go back there if I could help it . 

This determin a ti on I owed als o t o Frarlk: Richards! 
And when I was finally , completely cured , I lmew that it 

wasn ' t simply a matter of improved medical science . I knew that },_.a.cl i t 
not bee.t1 for Frank Richards I would have been , if not an inv alid f or 
th e whole of my life , at least very much behind everybody else in 
every way. 

What I am I owe more than I can possibly say t o the master of 
all bvys I writers - Frenk Richards . 

·* *"** * * * NNN ~ M * * * 
*** 

WANTED: S . 0. L ' s . 9, 40, 58 , 157, 264 . 
PORTER, OLD FIELDS, GRADLEY HEATH. STAFFS. 



TO FRANK RICH.fL~ 

In good King Edward ' s Golden days, 
The Magnet firs~ was printed , 

FrarJc Richards wrote of Greyfriars School, 
And value was not stinted . 

Now Billy Bunter ' s JUBILEE, 
We celebrat e to get he r; 

May he and :h.is GREAT AUTHOR too, 
Both live with us for ever ! 

GERRY ALLISON. 

* * * *** * * * * 
• 

THE CUPBOARD WAS BARE or THE DAY I GOT THE BIRD 

By Frank Unw:in 

We moved into our present house in September last - an oldish , 
moderlised house , · complete with one of those cock-lofts whi,ch are almost 
u..'U'eachable , and , not o,mi.ng a ladder , tmexplored until very recently . 

Came New Year ' s Eve , and a delightf'ul evening at the \'febster's , 
where , like our dear old fat friend , I ate not wisely, but too well ! 
Full of good cheer , and good food, I went t .o bed and dreamed - a most 
del i ghtful t eam. I dr earaed that I borrowed a ladder and climbed up 
to t he cock- loft . Pushing open t he door, I gazed in . What a wonder-
ful sight met my ea g:er eyes i How nry eyes gleamed greedily as t hey 
beheld - no, not a bag of gold , nor a sack of coal, but an old book­
case , am. on each shelf were rare copies of the Nagnet , Gem, Popular 
and Union Jack - a ll in mint condition. Now, I am a . .strong Nelson 
Lee a~t hus.iast , and the surprising th:LYJg was that there wasn ' t a single 
Nelson Lee m be found . This was a little dis :1.ppointing , but - no 
matter; you can imagine how positively t hrilled I was to collect up 
all this "treasure" and search through it with tre n1blin g fingers and 
gloating eyes . 

Alas ! I woke up. Mow I know how Bunter felt when he awoke to 
grim reality afte 'r dreaming of luscious jam tart$ . Disillusionment ! 
Disgust ! Depression! Deflation ! .All of these , and some more . How 
cruel dreams can be ! 
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When I got up , however, th ere was a new light in my eyes . After 

a cup of tea, that li ght was shining with a new qonvi ction . · Not 
ha ving a Joseph in the house to interpret my dr eams, I came t o the 
exciting conclusi on t ba t somewhere up there in the cock- loft was 
hidden a treasure-hoard of precious old books. 

No time for shaving! No time even, to borrow a ladder ! The 
situation called for prompt ani instant action. Now, my son, Keith , 
is a very useful lad in an emergency and he's ve-ry interested. in the 
Greyfriars and St . Jim' s books,espe~ially St. Jim ' s. Like t he 
Pharaoh 's butler and baker, I acquainted ·him of my dream and 1-re got 
busy . 

A t able was placed under the cock-loft on which was placed a 
large chair , then a large wooden box, then a stool and I coul d reach 
the door! Terribly precarious, bt..1; not time to worry about dange r -
I scorned danb.rer in fact . However, I gave Keith strict ir 1struc tions 
to hang on t igh tly to the chair and stool etc . , and cl imbed . Li1'::e 
Sir Edmund Hil lary , I reached t he top, not wit hout consi der abl e hazard . 
Pushing open the door , I swung up and got my knees on to th e ledge; 
then with a last suprane effort , I was in and tremblin g with exhaustion, 
(or was it excitement?) I shone my torch and began explorin g . 

Alas , again.! How many of these lovely dreams come true? '\fny 
did the prophets of old attach so much importance to them? Yes , 
you ' ve guessed it - th ere were no books - nothing at all except dust 
and damp - and an anci ent bird - cage ly ing in th e corner. I picked it 
up and gaze d at it ruefully . Then came the dreaded descent down 
Everes t. Thick with dust , with my shins full of brui ses and my heart 
full of sadness , I ma.'laged t o r each terra firma, carefully avoiding 
Kei th 1s eyes. 

A bird - cage ! I t hought sadly of the old saying "It dis app eared 
from his gaze like a beau tiful dream." How very true! 

Nothing at al l, except an old bird - cage. I didn't even possess 
a bird . But I got it from Keith - a very lar ge one, with a very sharp 
beak . And every day since then he 1s been giving me t he "bird. 11• He 
calls it the "cock " l of t bird!!! ! 

* * * * *** * * * * 
FRANK lIUGENT 

By Don Webster. 

It is only fitting in tb3 Golden Jubilee ye ar of the "Magnet " 
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to make some reference to a character who appeared in both the first 
and last issues; , namely Frank Nugent . Besides being Barry Wharton I s 
best friend, and' often counsellor , Fra.P..k is the most unassumin g member 
of t he Famous Fiv e . 

He has fair hair, is intellectual , quiet , good- natured and ten der-
hearted - though he can be lion - hearted when necessary . Very good at 
games in tle Red Magnet era - he taught Wharton to box , and usually 
opened the innin gs at cricket , as well as being a useful cr..ange ... bowler , 
added t o which he was an automatic choice at insid e- right at socce r. 
Franky nowadays has to be content as twelfth man, or reserve (we 
could..r1•t have the Famous Five comprisin g half the te ;,m, could we?) . 

F..is brother , Dicky , ( whom he idolises, goodness lmows w t y ! ) , 
seems t he only person to disturb the even tenor of his way, and this 
brot her l y affection has fon ned. the liasis of many fine stories . I can 
only remember tr.ree or four stories dealing with Frank Nugent as the 
central character - a great pity , far he was an ideal model for a boy , 
as t he "maest ro II has indicated . 

Eis wealmesses were shown :in "The Greyfriars Panto mime" and 
uFrank Nugent ' s Folly ", but bis strength was to the fore in "The Fel l ow 
who Funked.!1 • Amateur actor , artis t, all - rounder , and one of nature I s 
gentle men - that I s Fra..'1k Nugent . 

* * * * *** * * * * 
FRANK RICHARDS 7_Ai"IJ APPRECIATION 

by Walter Fleming 

'\:/hat memor ies that man Frank Rich a rds conjures up . 
Having been a constant reader of Magnet and c~m si nce Christmas 

1926 until the demise due to paper shorta ge at the beginnin g of the 
war , and of all his books since the war , I would like to than.'k Frank 
Richards and I am sure that I speak for thousands more of lllY generation, 
for the very many happy hours of readin g he has gi ven us . 

Now that Billy Bu.riter has reached his 50th Anniversary this seems 
t o be the moment to say , 

"Thank you Frank Richa:ros , for the excellent work tha t you have 
done in the last 50 years . It is with complete confiden ce that I can 
place your stories in front of my children and know that they will enjoy 
not only an excellent story but also a clean and whol esome one untouched 
by sadis m and horror . 

I sinQQ;rely hope t hat in 10 years time we shall be suitably -- .... --, -

• 
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celebrating Billy ' s Diamond Jubil ee . 

Once again Frank, for many happy hours, I would like to say 
Thank You. 

* * * * *** * * * * 
A TIP . I should just like to dra w the attention of all RaroiJtonians 
to Walter Webb' s review of Sexton Blake Library, No. 400 . There's a 
charac t er therein who midst the perils of t he seas whilst in Russian 
convoy turned to the Magnet for relax ation. 

21 1933-1934 "~on ets" £4 7s.Od. Best off ers f or beau tifully bound 
vol ume 1928 "Nelson Lees". (Nos. 113- 136) "Ari zonaways " "Vermont 
Lif e" Mags, col oured 16/- selection . 29 1931-1940 Comics, "Hot spur" 
"Ski pper" "Champion" "Tr iumph" 60/- o .n . o . 1940 ''Magnet" bou.rid 
62/6 . 1939 "Magnet" bound £7 5s . Od. 1936 "Magne t" Bound Cl 10s . Od. 

~ 1 CO S. O.Ls . (S.A.E. Lis t s) "Pl.mania " ( 1867) by Hon. Hugh Rowley 15/­
"Century Historical Stories" 1022 ;pages . "Fifty Eastern Stories " 
"Anthony Adverse" 1022 pages . 10/6 each. Bound "Munsey" ~fugs 1918-
1919 10/ 6 each . "Tom Brown's Schooldays " (i l lust r ated fro m f i lm) 13/­
"0ur Empire St ory" (Lovely col oured plates) 17/6. Gorgeously colo ur ed 
editi on of "Wind in ihe Willows" 25/ -. "Girls Golden lw.nual 1927" 7/6 
"Bunter 's Own" 12/ 6. Ar+..hur Mee 's book of Ever l c.Sting '.1.111:ings 12/6. 
"Chimney Corner" ( 1926) 7/6. Back :Nos. Annuals 4/6 sampl e copy . Good 
old bound school ya.in s of earl y 1900s. "Tri ple Allianc e" "At School ­
l a:nd away" . "Mobsleys Nohicans " 10/6 each . "Fift h Fonn a t St . 
Domini cs " ( 1932) 7/6 . 11Lost Treasu.r~. · of London" 5/6 . ncol lec tors 
Diges t 1957" bound . "Colle ctors Diges t Annual 1957 11 12/6 . 
LA1ir'REiifSON, 44 BLEAK ... 1iILL ROAD, ST. BET,F.:~ 'S, LAN CS. 

- - ·- ···-- -·----------- -·---- ·--- ----- ·--
01''.E'ERS FOR: ALL GOOD OONDITION. Nelson Lees , ol d s er ies :- 28 numbers 
between 135-393 {1918- 22). B.F.L ' s . 3d. 1s t series . 38 nos . betw een 
3-194 (1906) plus four special nos . 16, 62, 138 , 171 (All Nels on Lee 
yarns.) Bo1.md volumes "Comic Cuts" and "Chips " "Comic Cuts" nos . 
1810-1 827) "Crd.ps nos . 1787-1 805) in 1 volume 1924-1925. Nearly 200 
comics 1934-4 0 , "Jesters , Larks, Chips, Funny Wonder s" etc . (all 1d . 
series) No. 2d. col oured, i . e . Bubbles , Rainbow etc . · 
l'ilR. JAMES R. SWAN, 3 FIF'l'H AVENUE, PADDING'IDN, LONOON, W.10. 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SEJCTION 

The 10t h Annual General Meeting t ook place at "Blakiana ", East 
Dulwich , Len and Josie Packman being the hos t and hoste ss. Elected 
Chairmen for the ensuing year, Len gave a sparkling talk and treatise 
on his -fine collect ion of comics . Pr oducing them from the excellent 
lea t her case that he keep s t hem in, Len showed round t he very numerous 
spec imens. Enoufg'l to make the old tim ers mouth I s wat er, espcial ly the 
verJ brill ian t coloured ones . Next Len ' s colleague from Greenviich , 
Charlie Wright geve his "Coll ections and Recollections " pa.per which 
held the company present almost spellbound , Two very fine it ems 
which made the t wo quiz competitions pale into insignificance . Yet 
t he t.ro latter uere very enjoyab l e esp ecially - Don WebRter 's 
effort, which tm St . Frank ' s team won. H. Roberts very kindly 
propose d t he neJ,..'"t meeting at his abode a t 12, Clairview Road, Streat ­
ham, Loridon, S. W. 16 on Sunday , February 16th. This was gratefully 
agreed to and Nr. Roberts then proceeded to talce some photogra phs of 
the company present . Don Webs ter proposed the vote of thanks to Josie 
ruld Eleanor Packman for the ' feed ', a fairly good sale and exchange 
took place, and finally t..11.e rest of the r etiring committee were re­
elected ' en bloc '· And so to the conclusion of a very fine meeting 
with 1'..appy th ought s of the for thcomin g Streatham meet ing, t he "Hagnet " 
Jubilee "G. D. " and "Billy Bunter ' s Bargain" in Fiarch , this is Uncle 
.Ben;j,'JI!lin signing off . 

* * * 
NORTHERN SECTION MEN.rING - JANUARY 11t h , 1958 

There was an unusual circumstance abo ut our gathering on this 
occasion for both Chairman and Secretary's chairs were vacant. Both 
had been prevented from attending for business r easons . I to ok over 
the chair and Gerry Alli son r ead the minutes in place of Secretary 
Ron. Hodgs on.. A long discussion f ollowe d on th e- Exhibi ti on in the 
Leeds Public Libr ary to celebrate the Greyfriars Golden Jubilee . The 
work is in th e capable bands of Gerry and he said it was t o be hoped 
to run it for three weeks from February 1s t. It is hope d that all 
members who possibly . can will visit the Exhib it ion on the date of the 
next monthly meeting , February 8th if no t before . The Public Library 
aut hor ities are giving strong support with , for instance , streamer - - --------·-- - ----- -·-------- -- -,......, ............ 
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headings , properly printed aru1ouncing "Billy Bunter ' s Jubilee , 11 

"Fifty Years of Greyfriars " and "The Amazing Frank Richaxds . 11 

Other busines s dispensed with Gerry r ead some hilari ous chapters 
de1:1J.ing wit h Rookwood barring-out from a copy of the 'Boy ' s Friend '. 
The magic words of the master were adde d to by the emphasis Gerry 
put into them . 

After refreshmen t s the same entertainer put on a game on the 
lines of "Down You Go. 11 

Don't forget, Exhibition and Meeting, February 8th . 

HERBERT LECKENBY 
Northern Secti on Corresponde:at . 

* * * 
MIDLAND SECTION MEETING HELD 16th DEC:EllIBER, 1957 

.An excellent night's programme was enjoyed by th e twelve members 
present . For this, our last meeting in 1957 , we had th e use of th e 
C:r.amber of Commerce Club Lounge . Apologies were sent il1 biJ t r...o 
Chairman , Jack Ingram,and Ted Davey. Also by George Chatham detained 
on business . We hope all members will be pres ·ent on January 27th t o 
weloome Her bert Leckenby. The main and practically the sole i t an for 
tm night was the re-arranged t a lk by Jack Corbett , c},.ai:rma.11 f or the 
occasion . This was th e Cavandnle Abbey Holiday Series , gener8J.ly 
bracketed equnl with t he Whart on Lodge and .tJ1.auleverer Tower ya:rns by 
Frank Richards . The story started on a."l unusual note ,.d. th t he 
Fa"T,ous Five being successful in escaping from the misfortul:le of Bunte r 
as a holiday companion . Alas for th em, the f at Owl with his usual 
good luck (and cheek) soneho w wangled himself :i,n th e good books of 
Lord Cavandale of Cavandal e Abbey ; a mansi on not far fr om Wharton 
Lodge . It was inevitable that th e "Five " had to spend the holiday at 
th e Abbey. The usual pot - pouri e cf ghosts , midnight alarms , si..'1.ister 
secretar ies, snipers and snoopers all contrived to make an amv.s:i.ng 
yarn . For good measure we had Fer.rem Locke and Jack Drake to pro vid e 
a "detective" atmosphe re. The whole sto ry wel l told by Juck and 
garnished by excellen t r eadmgs from vario us Magnets . Na turally this 
latter was in tbe capable hands of i'1rs. Corbet t. Littl e tir,ie was 
left at the end and to finish off a very fine progranune N'ormmi Gregory 
obliged by a short talk on Dick Turpin (quite a remarkable de parture 
for th e Midland . ) This having a Christmassy connection a.'ld. as Norman 
had several Dick Turpin papers fo r illustrating :his points, all who 
were left had a pl ea sant quarter of an hour . Perhaps Turpin ' s :ride to 
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York will r emind members "who" is riding from York on January 27th and 
make f or a bumper attendance . 

* * * 

HARRY BROS'IER, 
Secretary . 

MERSEYSIDE SECTION MEEI'ING - SUNDAY, 12th J.Al'fUA.RY 

Afte r our delightful Chri stmas meeting in December , this one 
appea red quiet in comparison , yet most enjoyable for all that, in 
spite of the unavoidable absence of the usual writer of these notes -
Norman Pragnell . Norman is such a wonderfully l oyal member of our 
little band that his very rare absences help us all to appreciate that 
f ac t . 

Don Webster cheered us up by announcing a new supply of books for 
the Library , all of which vanished into members I pockets evm more 
rapidly than j am tarts down Billy Bunter ' s ca i:eci ous t:tu-oat . Don also 
provided a game which we have enjoyed before, called "Talk yours elf 
out of this ", in which me:nbers have to talk the mselves out of highly 
suspicious circumstances involving the various school s and characte r s . 
Wbat weird and wonderful fibbers we have in the Merseyside Section -
and one or two out and out cads , too , judging by some r eplies . T'nis 
game was really hilarious . 

Jack Morgan then supplied. a really excellent cr ossword puzzle 
which was just sufficient l y diff i cult to make it ideal , and it made a 
very pleasant change . 

A very cheerful le t ter was received fro m Mr. Swit zer , one of our 
best ,-loved members, in which he told us that he was stil l not suffici ­
ently well t o attend the meetings . We rGally miss you, Mr. Switzer , 
so hurry up and get well ! 

Next meeting - Sunday 9th February at 7 p.m. so let ' s have a 
bumper a't tt::1:.:.~ -..::2. 

FRANK tJNWIN 

*************** )( * J( !I ******* ll ll lf K-* IC )( II )( IC I< IC******** IC JI )( ll )( I( J< 11 ll )( -ff II lE IE lE ********** 

S . B, L. REVIEWS 

februa:r;v, 1958. 

STA.IR\'JAY TO MURDER (Iio . 3991... ... ....................... . ...................... .................. Arthur Keny 
Who ki JJ ed Alice Childs . the novelist , and why? It was in orde r ---- ·-.-- ·---'- -· __ ........ 
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to solve the m:ys:tery of her death that se nt Blake and Paula to a 
seaside hotel on the Kent coast . After being received by Jtme Carroway , 
the pretty receptionist , we are given an effusive welcome by Peter 
Saunders, the hotel nanager . In due course , we are rubbing shoulders 
with the assassin . Who? Jimmy Wallis, or his wfe , Glory? Narynelle 
Rolls , the dead woman' s closest friend? Or, maybe, Colonel Larkin , 
ex-commando? Even Faulkner, the mild little family wan perli..nps? Then 
there is Michael Randle, who walks in fe ar of the myste rious Instruc t or, 
l eader of a smuggling organisation carrying out operations on th e coas t . 
Could be either James Bennett or Harold Wright, associates of RarJ.dle 
and me.1J1bers of the smuggling gang. And who is the Instructor , who 
ordered the killing of the author? 

The who-duu-it seems to be the raost popular fonn of reading 
entertail1I!lent in these times . Of its type this is a fi..r1e example . 
Incidentally , outside the story and dependent upon the develo pr.1ent 
of your powers of observation there is a publishi.YJg error someuhere 
in the book . But you will have to be very observant to spot it th e 
first time . 

Rating ...... ...................................................................... .Excellent 

* * * 
THE SEA TIGERS (No., 400 )............... . ....................................... .. .................. Peter S[-acon 

Pet er Saxon does it again ! Aft er r eading his story of t he last 
days of Berlin I thought he had re ached rri.s peak . But I fe el su:rc it 
will be the g&'1eral impression that be is even more successful here . 
This is the stOI"'J of the terrible ordeals and privati ons of a British 
convoy t o Russi a . In the convoy is a tr aitor, a man who is in commun­
ic ati on with the Gemans , with the r esult that traps are being set 
and men and ships are being l ost . Find this trait or ~ That is Blake 's 
assignment . It is established that he is on board the flagshi p, t he 
cruiser CALEOOHIA. JIB the new doc tor , Lieu.tenant - Commander Blake 
makes unobstrusive investigations and observations among the ships 
officers , Among the finely drawn naval characters the identity of the 
traitor comes as a real surprise . You may suspect all a.>1.d stmdry, but 
you are never p'tlre until the final denouncement., 

But the dlaracter most likely to afford chief interest i..s llaz el , 
the Gentle Giant arrl. man of peace , to whom the safety of th e convoy 
seems of secondary importan ce to his love - the r eading of t he mis­
adventures of Bil]s' Bunter , the Owl of Greyfria:rs (see Chapter 5). 

This is a more than merely good Blake story - it is an epic . 

Rating ..... .................. Excellent . WALTER WEB.B. 



BY JACK flOOD 
Nostaw , 328 StocJrton Lane, York . 

Phor..e: 25795 

* * * * * 
As this is essentially a Hamiltonia month , I may , perhaps , be 

pardoned for discussing a story which has caused a gre a t deal of 
controversy as to i ts authorship . I refer , of course , to Sai nts versus 
Friars which appear ed as t he schoo l sto:rJ in Nelson Lee Library , 2nd 
Series , No. 43 dated November 15th , 1930 . 

It fo llowed the famous EdJr.{ Searles Brooks ' fireworlcs week story 
in tl'Je' previous issue 'When K. K. Pa.J:kingt on , leader of the famous 
Car lt on "Red Hots " , induced the Removi. tes to indulge in a night ga11B 

of f ootball wearing lurainous shirts . Unfortunately tpe luminosi t y 
f aded when r a in ruined the game, but up to then the idea had been very 
successful . 

However , our story br9aks into the general t r end of St . Frank I s 
stories of the period - the full return to a rebuilt school . The 
autho r is un- named , ar.d the story lacks both tm breezy informa.li ty of 
a genuine Brooks story and t he mor e leisurely , skilful characteris ation 
of Bamil to n . Yet the author obviously has more than a useful passing 
lmowledge of his characters, and the sto ry , though comparatively short , 
i s full of incident . 

It opens with Nipper pre:raring f or the final between St . Frank ' s 
and Greyfriars for the Dorrimore Cup offered for competition by 64 
public schoo ls , a:r.d scheduled to be played at St . Fr ank 's , the finest 
ground of them all . Wally Freeman , t la scho ol's football coach , has 
per~uaded Nipper to en ter tl:e Junior XI , a.."ld on the way to tro final 
Hjghcliffe , St . Jim ' s , River House , Redc:!.iffe aJld Yexford have been 
beaten . 

Nipper intervenes to stop For rest bullying a fag , Tommy Hobbs , 
the a l ;ercation is overheard by headmaster Nelson Lee , aTLd Forrest is 
f logge d . The scene is set far reven ge , and t o get it Forrest and Gore­
Pear ce seek to win a bet on Greyfriars in order to pay off a total debt 
of some £50 to J abas Cook, the Bannil1E:,-rton bookmaker . Es s ence of the 
plot is to draw Nipper away by a telegram purporting to come from Nelson 
Lee who :is in London on a detective case . 

Nipper receives the telegram on the morning of the :tn1;1.tch and 
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goes off to London, lea v ing the team despondent . The team i s 
I:Iandfort h , McClur e , Parkington , Christine , Boots , Dodd, Pitt, Travers , 
Nipper , Gresham and Glenthorne . Glenthorne is moved to the centre 
and F\tl.lwood , who :b.as been out of f onn , is to come on to the win g in 
Nippe~'s absence . 

Fortunately , Nipper find .s Lee a'ilay in the North , realises he has 
been hoaxed , and sets off for St. Frank 's in his gove:mors Rolls 
Royce Special . He sends a wire to Boots, t he acting captain , who 
decides to delay the sj;art of t he match if possible and turn out 
te mporarily with 10 men unt il Nipper turns out. On the way , Nipre r is 
making good time when, owing to the craftiness of Gore- Pearce , he -· - ·· 
crashes into the wall of the Gore-Pearce I s new home at Helmf ord . 

Meanwhile , the game has begun, with Fullwood hanging back and 
the start delayed hal f an hour . Dr. Locke is there , so are t he Blue 
Crusade r s , t rn tioor View girls and hundr eds of othe r distingui sh ed 
vi si t or s . Greyfria.rs are in blue and white , while, if the illustr ati ons 
by Kenneth Br ookes are to be believed, St. Frank ' s are in the cl ashing 
red and blue stripes . 

As the game developed , St . Frank ' s 10 men did wonders, but it 
could hav e been no stn1)rise when Greyfriars went ahead. Brown 1s shot 
teste d Handy arrl as t he ball came back off an upright Wha...--ton bent 
Park i.rigt on for it and sho t into the empty net . At the moment Lord 
Dorri, -nore who had been delayed by a puncture arrived - with :Nipper , 
whom he had picked up at the scene of the crash . 

Nipper' s r eturn , just as l!ull wood was about to take the field, 
revit alise d St . Fr ank ' s . He beat Squiff to equal i se just before t he 
inte rval, and in the closing mir,utes he headed the winne.r . 

Apart fro m Squiff , Wharton and Brown, other Greyfriaxs players 
menti oned in a grarrl story are Inky, Cherr y, the Bounder and Bull . 

Squiff and Wipper were the heroes of a grand game at which even 
Dr. Locke was heard to f or get his dignity by cheering ! 

Al th ough not attributed t o him, and certainly l acking Id R usual 
short, sna ppy paragraphs , the story may have been written by Brooks . 
If , as the interntl evidence suggosts , it was not , who did? A. S. 
Hardy was writing at the time and may have written the yarn . Alter­
nati vely, ther 8 have been suggestions that his brother , L. H. Brooks 
may have occasional ly deput i sed for E. S. Br ooks , and it could 1·1ell 
be that this was one of the occasi ons 

The odd thin g is that the St . Frank ' s Footb all League a:n.d its 
associated Dor:i:more Cup Competition was not founded until No. 84 dated 
August 29th , 1931 ~ 
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And now, here is our first report from our special correspondent 

as st . Frank ' s , James C.ook . 

From your resident corres pondent , St . Frank ' s College , Bel ton , 
Sus se x • . - January . 

A very extraordinary thing h1::.ppened the ofuer day when I was 
having a chat with Wipper in the Triangle . Mudford the postman, caine 
in ·with tre mail and Nipper noticed a l etter addressed t o Ezra Quirke . 
And ev eryt hL>1g seemed t o st op . Nobody spoke . Then Nipper t ol d old 
Muddy t o t ake it to the Head . Perhaps he knows where Quir ke went to _. 
I noticed t hat the pos t mark on the letter ·was Market Dennington . It ' s 
strange how Quirke ' s name kee ps cropping up t hese days . 

When Reggie Pitt returned fro m London a coupl e of days ago he 
spoke of s eeing Starke near Marble Arch . Reggie had gone up there to 
visit a relative who was ill . Pitt passed the form er prefect ,-,ith out 
being recognised and Reggie seys he expects to hear of a large scale 
bank raid in the vicinity of Marble Arch any time now. 

Nelson Lee is looking very fit and well these days. He returned 
fr om Spai n a few days before Christmas , where he had gone t o in vestiga t e 
a pol itical upset . Tha Spanish sun must have been verJ fierce as it 
left him very bronzed . And there was nobody more pleased t han Nip per 
at Lee ' s r e turn . 

Willy Hand.forth has had a slight be re avement l ately . A budgeri ­
gar w:bicl1 he bad nurse d f or some days had succumbed t o pneumonia . 
Consequently he had neglected hi s other pets so met1ha t with the r esul t 
he has anot her ill !'less on his hands . Marmaduke has caught a chill 
fr om exposure whi ch shouldn ' t have happened if Willy had done his j ob . 

Handf orth maj or has up t o the moment made no comment on the 
t ra gedy . He is taking up most o:f his spare ti me practising Yogi . 
Church found him standin g on his hea d in th e study and making strange 
fac es . But I think it 1s onl y a phas~ . I1cClure ign ores it . 

Asian flu has not missed St . Frank ' s . Nel so n Lee tell s me there 
·were at one time thirty fellows in the sanat orium . But all of them 
·were out in time to go home for Christna s . The unf ortun ate one was 
Buster Boots . He didn't get a clear an ce fro m Dr . Brett .. thich made old 
Buster very snd . He bad to spend the Yuletide with Timothy Tuck-er . 
The gre :s t T. T. defied :his parents and stayed on at sch ool . He says 
Chri stmas is a weakness emanetin g fr om Capitalism • • .• a period boosted 
up by the Capitalists to make you spend your money. When I told him 
poor Boots was in the Sanriy he said he would ke ep b.:i.re company. T. T . 
would give J .B. B. a bit of brainwas h ing. ·- -..;;...-- ·--· --- ----- ·----- ---- - --- ·--

• 
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! have 1x> r eport that Fatty Little is actually slimming. He 

hes been warned . by Dr. Brett tm t unless he takes af f some l_feight 
something may happen to him, with the result that Fatty is outt.ing 
out snacks during the night • 

Postscript: 3.30 a.m. January 28th. I have just got home after a 
visit to Birmingham. I spent a happy a:fternoon at the hospitable 
home of th e Rev. and Hrs. Pound and then escorted t o the meeting of 
the :t-tidland Club. It was Dy first visit, but if I have anything to 
do with it won't be my last, for the :reception I rec eived wamed my 
heart. Eight hours travelling, but my word it was -oorth every 
minute of it. 

~lore Haro1Jtoniana: 
I MEm' T BE MAGNE'.11 

By Eric Fayne 

I can't imagine that anybody bothers a tinker's cuss how I first 
oame to meet the Magnet, and some of the less charitable, who have been 
bored to tears with my articles, might think it would have been a gocd 
thing had I never met either the Magnet or the Gem. But the Edi ten- Ila.a 
asked for it, so alre goes. 

On Sunday ev~nings, on our way home from Church (where I had 
"syru.pstiti ously" eat en Rowntree's Blackcurrant Gums throughout the 
servic e ), my mother would call on a near neighbour, a Mrs. Allen. She 
was a vague, kindly littl e woman, who wuld ent ertain us by playing 
Moody and Sankey hymns on an ancient harmonium. My mother was reli~ 
ious - sre must have been to have enjoyed hearing Mrs. Allen on the 
hannonium. 

On one of these visits Mrs. Allen, in the kindness of her heart, 
said, "Perhaps the little darling would like to look at some of Horace's 
books." (Horace was her son, then a soldier at the front. ) 

So while Mrs. Allen played "Dare to be a Daniel", Mother sat 
in t:.00 armchair against a big fire, and tbe little darling squatted 
on th e floor be.hind the armchair and sorted through a box of Horace 1s 
Magnets. Then he start ed to read his first Magnet story, "The Grey­
friars Insurance Companyn, that classic yarn about Fisher T. Fish. 

When we left, Mrs. Allen said, "If you vould like that balC of 



books dear, take than. Horace will never want them again. 11 (I have 
often wondered whether poor Horace had any views about this when· he came 
home on leave). · 

Ieter in the week I read "The Hidden Horror" by candl~light, in 
bed. After an hour's reading I yelled out frantically that there was a 
snake under my bed, and Mother came ruspi.ng upstairs to her own hid.den 
horror - "hidden" under the bed-clothes. 

Perhaps I sho'l;i].d not mention that I had met the Gem a few ·months 
earlier, when my sister read me "D'Arcy's Libel Action" as I wallowed :in 
a zinc bath before the sitting-room fire. The bathroan was too cold for 
Mum's boy. 

After that, I bought old Magnets and Gems every Saturday in Graves­
end market at 2 a 1d - one stall even sold them at 3 a 1d. 

So I became a Magnet fan••••••• as if anyone cares. 

INTERESTING ITEM: 

* ********* * 

• ~ 
: . 

"-Pi.cturegoer" dated 1st February contained a ver., interesting ,· 
interview with l),an O'Herlihy our member in Hollywood and owner of a~ ·' 
collection of Magnets and Gans. There is also an excellent photograph. 1 ; 

Dan is wotidng on a. film "Rome Before Da.rlc" in which he co-stars • . 
with Jean Simmons. 

Look out for it. 

* ********* * 

In ardor to complete a years :run far binm.ng, I require the following 
in ·good condition: ~ 1406, 1407, 1412, 1113, 1418, 1432, 1435, 
1436, 14~, 1441, 1443, 1445, 1447, 1448, 1449, 14~, 1452. 
Price to: R. HODGSON, 5 SILVEE Sl'REET, Nai'lON HUJ,, W.AXEFIELD. 

* ********* * 
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