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The "Golden Hours Club" of SyQney, Australia have had their th:i1'i 
meeting. They had the excellent i dea of smding fraternal greetin81 
to each of the English Cluhs wi th an account of their activities . Here 
is what Secretary Bette Pate said : 

The Secretary, 
Old Boys Book Club, 
Northern Section, .tl£. 
Dear Mr •••••••••• 

The Members of the "Golden Hours Club" - tha Australian counter­
pBrt of your Old Boys Book Collectors J;iave expressed a wish to send 
greetiJlllS to the members of your club and as their Secretary, I am 
writing on their behalf to fulfil this very pleasan t request. 

As yet; our club is small , comprising Arnold Keena (our Chaimen) 
Victor Colby , Stan Nicholls , Syd Smith , Bruce Fowler, Frank J ones , 
Ernie Carter and myself, but the enthusiasm shown at our meetiJlllS to 
date gives great promise for t he months ehead. 

Doubtle ss the ll8!DOO of some cf our members will be familiar to 
you as contributors to the Collectors Digest so you will see that not 
only have the two clubs much in conmon but it will be a case of old 
friendships strengthened and new ones esta blished by this interchange 
of greetin'58 across the seas. 

To date our meeti.JlllS have been held monthly on a Friday night 
from 7 .30 p.m. t o 10 p .m. in a very comfortable roan at the Y .11.C.A. 
in Sydney. Our next meeting is scheduled for J.lay 9th when we are 
hoping t o ilold our best "get-together" to date. 

As I have s aid, our cluh is small in numbers, a mere two mont hs 
old , but already it is showing itself to be a very lusty infant and we 
are confident that in tha months ahead it will grow into a sturdy 
youngster - perhaps one day COmJ>lrable to its big brothers in England. 

So on this note of optimism I will conclude and hope that we tllY 
have the pleasure of hearing froc, you in the near future . 

\Ii th warmest greetings from Australia, 

Very sincerely, 

BE'l'rE PATE 

Secretary . 
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TIME GALLOPS ON. It seems ~ike only t!le ether uey that ve were 
talking about preparing the 1ooth numbs» of the C.D., yet here we are 
vi th No. 1 37, more than a third of the wey to the second century . In 
a wey it' s almost fri gt.tening the wey the years seem to pass on. 
Happily so far as the C.D. i s concerned , t he'/ pass smoothly and bring 
mor e and more new read ers u to t he circle . Never has its circula-
ti on been so high, and still the material flo-,s in !ro!ll our loyal 
supporters to maintain the interest. I told one of t he re porters who 
inte,viewed JLe r ecentl y tha t never once over t he nearly twelve years 
of t oo C.D, and eleven Annuals had I been short of copy. lleithe r had 
either been late in appearing . Ha said it was really amazing for 
usually it was a very differoot sto iy with magazines which did not 
claim to be professi onal . 

Well, very scon t he usual forms vill be going out for the 
Annual which will make the round dozen. But befor e that happens , l et 's 
have a seri ous word about the elevenih . Regret fully I mu.st appeal u 
the score or so vho have not yet paid for it. 'ilhat a pi ty I have t• 
make such an appeal year after year. It dis heartens me somewhat. How, 
come on you chaps, to whom it refers . Do pl ease let me have/clear 
boob by tho time the new forms go ou\at anyrate. 
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THAT FOBLICITY. My word! that gra t ifying artic l e in th ~ l'.anchester 
Guardian did create a lot of interest and no mistake, for l et t ers are 
s till I'E>!,ching me as a result of it. One morning I had letters from 
two s trange rs in Auckland, Nev Zealand. Both r eferred to a •very 
interesting article" which had appeared in e newspaper there . From 
what I could gather it would appear to have been taken from th e 
Guardian. Naturally, I am tr;ing to get a cow of the paper through 
one of our cer:ibers there. 

Something els e from "down under " .,hich interested me greatly was 
a phot ograph taken et that Sydney dinner r ound Christmas time . Members 
t hereon were, Bette Pat e , Fror.k Jones , Erni e Carter , Vic Colb y, 
Arnold Keena, Bill Hall, Syd Smith , Bru e.a Foster am Stanl ey Nichols. 
What O haPW littl e party it l ooked . That the'/ may get togeth er on 
many more occasions i s th e hearty wish of 

Yours sincer ely, 

HERBERT LECXENBY 

IMIIIIUIIIII IIU NIOIIIIIUllllllfU1IIIIIIIIIUUlltl llMIOlllll)I IIUIIUlflllllllll ll llll 

Furt.'1er to 1fJ9 advert in Februar; C .D. I can offer in exchange for any 
of my van ts almost any original &mil t on l>iagnet from 1919 to 1922. 
Psrticular wants 882, 903, 904. Par t iculars on application . Pl ease 
writ e airmail. CllAR1IS VAN RENEii, BOX 50, UITEml!GE, SOUTH AFRICA. 

SALE - l'.agnets 1938 - 40 - S.O.L. St . Frank's - Holid ay Annual 
-- 1921 - Chums Annual 1926. 
WANTED - Magnets 1553 - 4 - 6, 1585-6 1 58\>-91 1609 -11 -1 3 -16 
S.U. KNIGHT, 288 HIGH STRml', CHELTENHAM. 

WA,~TEI> - in good condition, the following: '''li zards" - any nUll\bers 
between 400 - 526, 811 - 893, If you have any between Nos. 1 - 1oo:) 
will be glad to hear of them! 
MAGNFJ!'S - Nos. 1150, 1169, 1170, 1172, 3, 4, 5, 1189, 1191, 
1194, 5, 6, 1203 to 1224. 
J, R, SWAN, 3 FmH AVffllJE, PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.10. 

WA!,'l'ED URG!%fl'LY - I offer 10/ - eac h for arzy cow of Chips from Januaxy 
1916 to October 28th , 1916. In good condition. 
LEONARD PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST IXJLWICH, LONDON, S.E. 22. 



conducted by Jcm:l'IITh'& P.1.CKIWI 
27 Archdale Ro!id, East Dulvich , London, S .E. 22. 

I had a nice l ette r fl"all Mr. L. Morley this week ; he very 
kindly sent me a snippet of news free, a re cent copy of the "Pictur&­
goer•. This vaa t o the effect that there is a project in bind to 
cel<e a Sexton Blake film . Nor1U111 llooland will probably play the grea t 
detective, and l!ichael Medvin hie assistant . I only hope t he filll 
will be a decent one, not cluttered up with a l ot of "sei;y ds:nesl" 

If, from time to time, a."IY more of my r eaders have 1i ttle i tees 
of interest for inclusion in Blaldana, I shall be very pleased to 
receive thee. 

Finall,y, you will be interested t o hear that :there is every 
prospect of some fine articles appearing later in the year from the 
pen of - someone who is famous where Blake matters are concarned. 

• • • • • 
THE ROUJID TABLE II.IS NO FRAUD! 

By Y. O. G. Lofts 

In issue lio. 10 of t he ~ wml.! dated 29th .lpril , 1933, 
Eric Coper:,an wrote a letter to the editor saying that he had been 
infomed that t he Rol.Uld Table vae a fraud , and that the let t ers were 
all "made up" by t he editor himself. This, of course , the editor 
(Mr. i\tyl:lon) re?,ldiated . 

Tlfenty- five years later , in a letter to Mr. Twyman I asked hi.a 
t.'ie aac,e questi on, Here is his reply : 

".ls to &ric Copeman' s suggestion about the Round Table letters , 
you can t ell him empehticalfy from me that his belief that I vrote 
readers letters mysalf is wroog am couldn't be wron&9r. file r everse 
i s tnie. ibere were so many that BOCIOtimeS I va.s so busy there wasn't 
tioo to read thee until days after they ' d been received , and it was 
the lucky ones who Sot en answer days after that, In fact it was 
quite impossible to ansver some of thsb at al l end eventually they 
had t o be thrown overboard . It was quite unfair to the reade r, and 
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bad business policy, but not our fault in the office . lie were under-­
staffed and o:,uld have used b o wra typists for that job alone , but 
t he firm didn't cons id er it necessary to go to the expense. The s8llle 
trouble was true of th e whol e department , and I know of at least one 
edito r who so believed tl:e lack of r epli es to readers was damaging 
to the pe.per he was running that he used to t ake bundles of them home 
to answer at the weekend, Curi ously, he s till survives. I believe 
i t is correct aboutHimil ton &!wards and Hinton writing phoney letters 
for insertion , but I believe that ·to o is bed policy. They were neith er 
of them clev er eno1J8h as writers to · concoct a l ette r as a boy could 
writ e it, end mcst of their readers , young as they were, must have 
seen throll8h the fakes." 

Well, that settles that little ques ti on. Now we coo,e to som~ 
thing intriguing: WOO WAS FRANK LELLAND? 

"Next week you will be introduced to a new autho r ... "Frank 
Lelland" a well known writer with several bes t sellers to his credit, 
for t he time being I have premised t o keep t he identity of "Frank 
Lelland" a secret ... " so vent th e F.cli tor ' s Chat in the Rouoo Table 
of DE'l',X;TIVE llmLY No, 33 announcing th e following week ' s story "The 
Singi Clue, " "f The .Edi tor of t he D. \I. at that time was Mr. Len Berry I who had 
taken over frcm ~Ir. Twyman. ) 

Lat er, "Frank Lelland" vrote anot her story for the D.W. - No. 
106 "Murder at Full Moon"; but no revelati on was war made as t o who 
"Frank Lelland" roelly was, end t he autlx>r'a true identity has remain ­
ed a mystery to this day. 

No author or editor with whom I have conversed has been able to 
offer a cl ue, except that ail Frank Lellend's work was submitted 
tllr oll8h a lit erary agency - t he fim of Stephen Aske of London, but 
despite hours of searching thr ough the ol d r ecords ani files, the 
presan t manager of this firo o:>uld find no trace of any other ll8llle, 
and it may possibly be that Frank Lell ond was th e aut hor's reel nane. 

What of the meri ts of "The Singing Clue"? In t he "° rds of ~Ir. 
Twyman who has read t he stor y: 

"The plot of this s tory i3 wearily tame and lllake spends most 
of his time going out for walks and o:>ming home to meals - a very 
comnonplace and human s leut h. But on the otoor ham the writing iB 
quite good a.-id prcbab ly by some mature and pract i sed person , tholl8h 
he certainly had not written a Blake before. " 

And there the matte r rests . If, however , any reader is in a 
position to supply any further inf ormation r e~ "Frank Lelland" 
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perhaps he or she woul d like to vr1 te to Josie Pncla:lan who would be 

ple ased to publish it in Blakiana . 

• • • 
AllSWER TO l!!MJRY TEASER :10, 10 (April , 1958 C.D. ) 

In C,D, No. 118 F, Vernon Lay said : "Ve want Blake as he was 

at the hei8)1t of his powers, and if this means 'forcin& ourselves tel 

wade throl!&h a lot of outdated cliches in order to provide us vi th 

doses of nostalgia ' ,ell , then , tha t's what we want! " 
The Sexton Bllike story from which I quoted last mont h comes up 

to thst standard - and t here was no 1for cin&' required t o read i t 

through . This tale in which Blake's bloodhoUlld Pedro played such " 

prominent JBrt vas vrittED by Pedro ' s creator, II. Murray Graydon. It 

appeared in S. B.L. No. 71 issued in llovember, 1926, and the front 

cover , in red and bluo , was a cl oso-up of the old hound dra\111 by 

Arthur Jones. '!'he title was T',!E BLOODHOUND'S REVlllGE. 
'!'his st ory was described at the ti.me as "a t ale of fascinating 

detective work , and featurin& Pedro, the unequalled tracker of 

criminals"! While copies of such yarns still exist, Pedro will 

never die . 
• • • 

"A ilORD FRO:; THE SKIPPER" 

(The following l etter, written by t he late G. H. Teed, was publish ed 

in Union Jack !lo. 9; }, dat ed 14, 1. 1922. I feel it is so interes ting 

as t o warrant reproduction in lliakisna , togeth er wit h the "Skipper's" 

introducti on. J .P. ) 

"As a si delight on the methods l(hich find fav our 8llOil8St the 

men who writ e for the "U.J. • I will quote t he following letter , 

which I heve rece i ved recently , since a personal vi s it of the wri t er 

to q office: 

llY Dear Skipper , - Since my call upon you in your office the 

other day , I f eel I must wr1te and tel l you how good i t felt to be 

in the oi d surroundiil88 again , and to ccet my ol d friends on t he 

staff of the UNIO!l JA!X. 
Although it was impossible for me to continue vritin& the 

Yvonne and other s tories which seemed t o be so J)Opulsr while in t he 

.lrizy , I kept in constant t ooch with the old paper . It is ext ra--
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ordinary in what queer places a."ld under what odd circumstances the 
UNION JJCK kept bobbing up , and I was immensel y ~d to see that 
thro"8h the stress of war and the shortage of paper and lnbour 
dif fi culties, you still ca.rried on at the sa,11e high standaxd, 

I am now back to write, and I hope al l "'If ol d chums who used to 
appreciate my efforts in the Yvonne, Wu Lin&, Huxton Rymer and other 
stor ies will like the new series of yarns which I am now preparing, 

As ycu !mow, I have jus t completed my second circui t of the 
globe, This time I l eft Liverpool for New York, put in SOO>'l t :!Jne 
there with old acquaintances, but mostly went l ooking for material for 
stories - and got it , toge t her with plenty of adventure . 

Then I went on to Albany and Buffalo , and from th er e into Canada. 
I did the journey to 'Fr isco by easy stages via Chicaeo, Salt Lake, 
the Great Salt Deser t and over t he Rockies at 8,000 ft ,, through forty 
miles of snow- sheds . These, as TfIII chums will know, have been built 
in tba Rockies to throw off tt.<i snow- slides and assist in keeping the 
railway-tracks clear of drifts in t he winter , 

We dropped in about twc hours into Sac?'W!lento and palms . I 
hadn ' t seen ' Frisco since before the eartbjuske, and I found it 
greatly changed. fu.t the famous Barbary Coast still ensts, and I 
have some of that to share with UNION JACK readers later on . My 
friends there were too hospitab l e , but I finally got away, bound far 
Hong Kong. 

Tr.an folloved three months of lazy tr avel , through the Pacific , 
Honolulu , from whsre I went to Molokai, the leper sett l emmt, and 
through t he plantations which begin with the trQpical cocoanuts at 
the beach , and range throtii!h sngar to grains of the temperate zones 
and end in grass and trees set high "8B,inst the tips of the volcanoes -
a wonderfully beautiful sight . 

Then to Japan - Yokoh!lna, Tokyo, Kobe, am the peer less Ir.land 
Sea , a riot of Eastern colour andro ci ent temples, Then, lilting the 
mysterious, I got some wonderful material in Shangbai and Hong Kong, 
with one particularly adventu..'"Ous experience in Canton Macao, the 
Portuguese fortified possession. At the mout h of the river there , 
incidentally, is one of the biggest gambling places in the world, 

My companion miring this part of the wanderings was a retired 
merchant skippe r who had seen everything vort h seeing on the China 
coast for t hirty -f our years, He knew - vanted t o see and to know at 
first hand - and he' certainlY shoved me, 

Dovn to Manila ve went, and int o the inte ri or, then back to 
Hong Kong, vhere I had to wei t three veeks for another steamer, There 
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my friend left me, to run "'"'"' guns up t o Port Arthur for the 
Americans , 

I went on to French Indo-China, and the night I arrived in 
Haiphong saw a Fren ch officer shot over some gw:ibl ing row. Then to 
Hanoi and Manog to get down to Saigon , the Paris of th e Fast, 

It is a wonderful place - utterly Eestem - with one beaut iful 
square and an opera - house , and a hU!ldred opium dens. I have a stor y 
to write of Saigon , 

Incidental ly, I got pretty well into t!l9 interio r of the country 
there , but the Tonkinese and Annamese of French Indo-China are a 
treacherous lot. Then Bangj<ok, ti,e Venice of the East, which is very 
hot and dirty and full cf canals (and don't tl.,y smell! ) and on to ; 
Singapore, I did not go to Java t his time , as I had alxeady been to 
Batavia and Soerebaja . 

From Singapo re I made Col umbo, and fran there went up intc 
India - Madras, Calcutta and Bombay, with a run ac r oss the Bay of 
Bengal in a cooli o labour ship to Rangoon , 

India took many months, It is so vast, and so full of that 
mysterious crust of Eestem intrigue end secret bazalU'-pl ottings 
which is so hard for ti,e niropean to break through • 

I spent many mont hs in Cochin, All eppey and Calicut, in the 
heart of the Moplah Country, and , as you know, was in Calicut during 
t he fi rs t Moplah upris ing , tholJ8h, thanks t o the magnificen t vey in 

· which the Superintendent of Poli ce , l'ir. H -, and his assistan t , Mr, J -
handl ed the mob, no thing very serious happened that tim e, 

That coas t is a seri es of wonderful palm-girdled lagoons, more 
like tl ,e J!iSlllBrlc .lrchi pel ago or the Sol omon Islands than anything I 
have seen . From there I retumed to Columbo, and so on to F,gypt, and 
home, 

It i s my second time round . The first I took in Arabia ( two 
years the re ) , South Africa, South America and t he West Indies , I have 
coll ected some fine material, and I hope all my chums will like the 
s t aries into which I ha ve put the experiences of my travels. At any 
rate , I shall do my very best to make them full of interest, and 
should particularly like to know how they like t!l9 new Yvonne yan,s, 

Whan next you speak to your read~hums , please t ell them how 
glad I am to be back in the servic e of the ol d UNION JACK, 

I hear eight bells going , so good-night, Skipper -Yours 
"ONE OF THE OLD BRIGADE", 

(How interesting and appsaling Mr, Teed •a subsequen t st ories proved 
to be, is known only too well by~ of the "Old Brigade," I f only 
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this fine writer and vastly - travelled man was still alive and writing 
for \lS today ! J .P.) 

* * * * 
IIOY1S YOUR MQ!ORY? - TEASE\ No, 1) 

By E. V. Copeman 

PEDRO, Blake ' s faithful bloodhound , featured in last month's 
teaser . He featur es again in this - but can any of you as readily 
indentify s t ory or writer? 

Clu es? The author is quite well-known but has only written 
eleven Blake stories , 

Here is the extract : 

The door of t he guard ' s van opened . A great tawny shape sprang 
out and.hurled itself at Blake. People all over the platform turned 
to l ook, as the huge bloodhound , rising on its hind legs, thrust its 
paws on Bl ake's shoulders and tried ecstatically to lick his face . 

Pedro slwe.ya behaved like ttiat, If he was separated from Blake 
for a f ew hours , he greeted him with as much enthusiasm as if he bi d 
been away a year. 

Bl ake punched Pedro in tm ribs, pulled one of bis ears, and 
said in a harsh, savage tone: "get down, you brute, ar I'll cut your 
live r out with a dogwhip!" 

Pedro took i:Jot the slightes t notice of that , He knew every 
inflexion in Blake's voice , and this brutal threat iceant nothing to 
him. lie only jumped up more franticall y, and bis l ong tong\le, finding 
its target, (!Jive Blake a good vet lick across the ri g.ot eye. 

Blake laughed , and .l"lt a hand against Pedro ' s chest, thrusting 
hin 8Vtllf , 

"That will do, Pedro. Down boy," he said quietly . At once 
Pedro became a model of quiet good behaviour, standing by his master ' s 
side , vai ting for further instructions . That quiet tone was the 1Dne 
he was accustomed to obey. 

"Ian' t he lovely?" a young schoolgirl said . •can I pat him?" 
"I don 't suppose he'll eat you,• Blake to ld her , She patted him 

and he (!Jive her a oournful look out of his droopy, slightly bloodshot 
eyes, and licked her face . Pedro was a very amiable dog, and any 
child could pet him , or push him around wit hout in the slightest 
degree, disturbing his tr anquil good nature , Like Ullster , like dog , 
people sr,y, and t here was some truth in it where Blake 1Dd Pedro were 
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concerned, In momen\; when danger threatened, the big gcod-natured 
bloodhound could be transformed into a fearful enemy who wool<! • 
fight t o tbe last gasp, 

Makes nice reading , doesn ' t it? Can you recall who wrote it 
and th e title? 
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liAG11ErS W.AllTSD in runs and bound volumes, Years 1926 - 1940, Pleas e 
detail prices and condition by ~· 
S!!ARPE, P.O. BOX 81, BOX BILL E.11, VIC'.OOIUA, AUSTRALIA, 

~ : S,O,Ls - 9, 40 , 58, 157, Also m! replacements £fil!X far 
48, 55, 57, 62, 66, 67 I 68, 81, 185, 198, 211, 226, 227, 228, 234, 
235, 292, 304, 319, 328, 411 
T. W. FORTm, OLD FIELIIS, CRADLEY HEATH, STAFFS, 

120 MAGllETS roR EXCJIANGE: mostly pre 1934. Detail s on request. 
Wanted in return Magnets priof" to No, 517 or vi ll buy at good prices, 
Offers please to: 
F. OOCJ!.CROFT, HAilBER HOUSE, SIIBDEN, NEAR KEIGHLEY, YORKSJilRE. 

WANTED: Sexton Blake Libs . 1st and 2nd Series - any number. Also 
Union Jacks 1917 to 1933. Boys Friend Libs. 1st Series No. 669. 
2nd Series No. 79 
JOSIE PACKl·!A!i, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST OOLWICH, LONDO.'I, S.E.22. 

~: Aldlne Dick Turpin Libs . No. 77, 78, 00, 150 
Also llos, 70, 124, 140, 148, 165, 167 and others if in very good 
condition and pre 1914 Lot-o-Fun . Particulars and price to: 
If. CLOUGH, 3 FONTHILL GROVE, SALE, Cl!!SHIRE. 

FOR SALE: GOO 513, 1170, 1241, 1429, 1473, 1430, 1431, 1444, 1446 
l!AGNETS 452, 550, 616, 623, 625, 635, 637, 638, 639, 653, 656, 657, 
658, 659, 000, 001, 1101, 1113, 1239, 1333, 1344, 1345, 1346, 1347, 
1348, 1352, 1358, 1368, 1369, 1370, 1372, 1384, 1442, 1540, 1558, 
1560, 1561, 1562, 1563, 1565, 1566, 1567, 1568, 1569, 1570, 1571, 
1572, 1573, 1585, 1586, 1587, 1590, 1591, 1592, 1593, 1594, 1595, 
1596, 1597, 1598, 1599, 1600, 1601, 1602, 1603, 1604. 1605, 1606, 
1607, 1603, 1611, 16\2, 1613, 1614, 1615, 1617, 1618, 1619, 1620, 
1622, 1624, 1625, 16Z7, 1630, continued. on page 155 



HAMILTONIAN A 
compiled by HmllERT LEX;JCENBY 

The Sunday Times recently had some interesting correspondence on 
"Honorable Allens" . It started off, I believe; with this one, on 9th 
March: 

HONOUIWlIE ALIDI 
Sir - In Public School fiction th ere has 1""8 been a 
tradition of incl \ding a forei,in boy 811lOng the heroes' 
friends . 
llurree Jomset Ram Sin8b, the Nawab of Bhanipur , in the 
'Magnet• stories , the Japan ese boy (what was his name?) 
in th e Teddy Lester stories, Ram the Babu in 'The Luclc 
Stone' which P. G. Wodehouse and li. Townend wrote t<r­
gether imder the pseudon,ym of Basil Wyndham in "Chums" 
in 1900 . ,,, . . thos e are a fa,r. 
Can, ,wy of your readers tell me lihere this tradition 
started , and when? And, for that matter, why? 

RICHARD USBOURNE 

The folloving Sunday two letter s appeared, one from Frank Richards 
telling why he introduced Inky, 1111d another mentioning other f orei,iners 
at Greyfriars: 

Sir - A,, the author of the Greyfriars stories in which 
"Hurree Jamset Ram Singh " h!>s appeared for so many 
years , may I reply to Hr, Usbourne ' s query? The am,er 
is in fact given in rey recent ~tobiog::aphy, frail 
whic.'1 the f ollowing is an ertrsct: 
"The autho r did not forget that his young readers 
vere growing up ci tizens of a great Commonweal th t hat 
included many dusky millions , By making an Indian 
Boy a comrade on equal terns with English s,;hoolboys 
be felt that he was contributing his mite towards the 
imity of the Co1111,,>nweal th, and helping u, rid the 
youtb-ful mind of colour prejudice. And he bas ree.son 
t:, believe that he did some ~od in this direction." 

, FRANK RICHARm 
Broa.dstsirs . 
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Sir - Mr. Usbourne's reference to II a foreign boyn is 
an under-statenent as far as Greyfrinrs was concerned . 
As well as l!urree Singh there were n Chinese (Wun Lllllg) 
a French Boy (Napoleon Du~t) , an Afrikaaner (Piet 
Delarey) and an American (Fisher · T. Fish) . The Colll!lon­
wealth was al so r efresented by an Australian (Sampson 
Quincey Iffley Field ) , 

F!lANK LI'.l'l'Lll! 
London, N.ll.6 , 

Sti ll another correspondent quoted those "famous word.s" of t bs 
l ate George Oniell . 

Sir - May I dniw Mr. Osbourne' s attention to an essay 
by George Orwell entitled "Boys' Weeklies "? Referring 
to tha "Gem" and the "Nagnet• he says: " • • • • th eir 
basic poli t i cal assumpt ions are two; nothing ever 
changes, and for eigners arc funny, In the "Gem" of 
1939 Frenchmen are still Frqggios and Italians are 
still Dagoes. Mossoo, tie French master at Grey­
fliors, is the usual comic-paper Frog, with pointed 
beard, pegtop trousers, etc . Inky , the Indi an boy -
is als o too comic babu of tr,a "Punch" tradition .. .. " 
It would seem then that the purpose of any foreign 
characte r in a story of t his kind is the providing 
of comic relief . Since , in fact , only the mere 
iunous public school s can boast non-Europeen pupils 
from weal thy families , Oniell was probably right 
in saying tha t they are featured in the s t ories to 
lend an added glamour to the establishments described. 
According to him the chief model for the "boys weekly" 
stories is "Stalk:y and Co." 

BRIA.'! comis 
Cannes. 

Two other corr espondents asked about once popular characters who 
altholJ8!1 t hey don' t come tmder Hamiltoniani a I ' ll refe r to because t hey 
do int ere st some read ers . One · asked who the Japanese boy was who 
appeared in John Finnemore ' s fine Sle.pton School stories , Ila soon eot 
his answer - Ito N88').o, The ot her wanted t o kn ow who wrote the 
stories of !!andsane Harry Ching Ching and Co. He was told - E. Har­
court lrurrage , 
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Many more aliens could have been mentioned of course, but the 
correspondence prov ed vhat a gceat interest there is in th e stories 
end chanctars of old . 

1'\:i' acknowledgements to Mr. l/. H. ClolJ8b, of Sal e for the cuttings. 

* * * 
Now for the usual contribution from our "twins" Roger Jenkins 

and Eric Fayne. An Aust ralian chum said in a letter the other · -da,y 
that the "B:I they kept 1 t up month after month ( to sey nothing of the 
Annual) never ceased to amaze him. And so Sa:/ all of us. 

Which do you prefer? By Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 5 - Gem 229 (1425) or Boys ' Friends 1201-1204 (s.o.L. 335) 

A good theme was never th e worse for being taken out of the cup­
board and given a sec ond airing af t er a decent interval, and sa:,etimes 
the second ed1 ti on of the theme was so skilfully handled t hat ma.'ly 
readers probab l y never saw any resemblance between the two versions. 
The two st ori es about th e boy who was t ra pped in the Head •s saf e , how­
ever, were so cl osely alike that one i s obliged to l ook for points of 
di ssimilari ty r ather than points of resemblance . 

In both the St. Jim' s and Rookwood versions of this story a n..-~ 
master arri ved (Hr. Fitzgerald end ~lonsieur . Victo r Gast on) who ;,as 
denoll:lced as a cracksl!!Bll by anothe r master (Mr . Selby and Mr. Greely ) . 
The accusati on was treated as absurd by nearly al l the schoo l but for 
base reasons it was believed by one junior (Levison .,µ,,! Peele) who con­
trived to get himself l ocked in the Head's safe . T!\ls it was that the 
new mster was obli ged to give up e ll hopes of sterling a new life and 
was compelled to reveal himself as e cracksman by forcing open the 
safe to save the life of the junior trapped inside. 

The Rookwood version was the l ate r one, and has many points of 
advantage. It was extended t o form a series of four numbers, which 
al l owed considerable impro vements - a rising trend of suspicion,for 
exampl e , and subsidiary accusat io ns which all helped to build up the 
rightGj;mosphere. Dr. Chisholm ple:!ed a mei:,orable part in telling Mr. 
Greely that since he was so injudicious as to make his accusation in 
publi c he must expect to be asked for his resignat io n if he shoul d 
fail to pro ve his point. There was something rather touching in the 
pic tur e of the pompous Fifth Form master taking a l as t look at the 
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sc.'iool which he knew others vould not be sorry to see him leave . Jnd 
vhereas Levison himllelf pulled t he door of the safe shut (not rea1 -
is:iJ1& that it could be imlocked fl'<llll ins i de) it we.s Dr, Chisholm who 
pushed it shut on Peele - a master ly touch, in which the autocratic 
head!laster vas bro~t tc realise that he vas not so infallib l e a.s he 
ha.s al va,ya thou8ht himself . 

Yet when 811 this is sai d end done, it is icpossible not to re­
tain a liking for the earlie r St. Jim 's version which spanned only one 
number of the Gem. Dr. Holmes was never t he well-dram characte r 
thst Dr. Chisholm vas, and one GED stcry, even in the BJ)8cious days 
of Ybre, could not provide scope for develop:,snt equivalent to four 
numbers in the weekly Boys• Friend Library . But there is no doubt 
that the sour-tenpered end mean-minded Mr. Selby was the more likely 
character t o make such an accusation in the first pl ace snd to 
persist in it afterwards evm vhen sppsmntly proved wrong; Hr. 
Greely vas not caat in the right role as an accuser (possibly Mr, 
Manders should have taken on tm job) . The glo ry of the Ge:n s t ory 
V88 its portrait of the Third Form master vho changed from bitter 
disl ike of the nev mster st the begi.nnin& to understsnding ""'8DWl­
imi ty end for giveness st the end, For once, Mr. Selby ceased t o be 
a caricature of s tyrant and becs:ne an unde.-standab l e ln&lan being, 

For this resson I vould acclaim the St , Jim ' s version of the 
t heme 88 being slightly the better of the tvo, but the margin is 
nevertheless a cloee one. 

'ihich do you prefer? 
* • * 

LET' S BE CO~'l'llOVERSIAL 
(In this series , Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interes t to 
stw.ents of the llemil ten papers , He gives his mm vi...-s superficially. 
If you will vri te to him, e:,prsss:iJl& your opinions on the topics he 
discusses, he will S\lllllal'ise rsaders' views in a future issue . ) 
No. 14. ARE THE MASTERS CREDIBLE AT THE J!AMil,TQN SCiK>OLS? 

I think so. True, the system of teaching has altered but little 
in fifty years at Greyfl'i ars and St . J1m' s. In real life, the days of 
the form-master , tea chin& general subjects , is J)8St. Tods.y, 
specialists teach their pet subjects thro ughout a school - a practice 
vhich has its drawbacks as veil as i ts advantages. The specialist 
never gets to know his pupils 88 a fo=-master does ; masters and 
pupils are often merely names t o one 811other; the l ess brillian t 



pupil often gets neglected . 
At Greyfriars we have Mr • . Lascelles for maths, Monsieur Charp­

entier for French, Mr. \loose for Art , am there was once a ilerr Ge.Ile 
for German. Mr. Quelch 80Elll8 to teach everything else - and I , for 
one, would not have things otherwise . 

Few will disagree when I suggest that the best character group 
of masters is at Greyf riara. Mr. Quelch is the finest maste r in the 
whole of schoo l fiction, and , temperamentally contrasting, Mr. Prout 
runs him a very close second, The imi teted bu~ never equalled Mossoo 
is a cl over study , and others on tho staff have interesting qualities . 

In comp&rison, th e St . Jim's msters are weaker, tholl8h we all 
have affection for io!r. Rail t on. As a char acte r study , perhaps Mr. 
Selby is the most outstanding , though he has not been conai ste ntly 
han<ilQddown the years . At -times he has presmted a brilliant pen­
picture - hasty , irritable , disliked by his pupils, a teacher made and 
not bom, having many of the human weaknessas of his kind. 

Mr. Ratcliff, crude and something of a caricature of a severe and 
unjust man, was seldom believab l e in the Gem, tholl8h he has been mod­
ified in his few appearances since the war. 

Of the Headmasters , probably Dr, Chisholm is the most interesting 
t hough not the most likeable stwy - dogmatic, petty and obs tinate, 
not an ide al Headmaster, but a clever piece of characte r work. 

Looking back at certain matters on which we fel t strongly at tile 
time, we might not , at this stage , will things t o have been different 
from what they are, Such a case is the retirement of ,tr . Bootles . 
Rookwood lost an interes t in8 characte r when Mr. Bootl es, to provide 
a couple of excellent series , was swept from too scene . There almost 
seems an analogy here with the poli shing off of Courtney by Pente l ow. 

r,r. Dalton, like Mr. Lescelles, his prototype , se€1JlS col ourless. 
Of all the masters , I t hink I like Lascelles t he le ast . Is Frank 
Richards more convincing in his pictures of older mm? Did Rookwood 
lose something by r epl acing Mr. Bott le s with the athletic Hr. Dal ton? 

The removal of Mr. Lint on by a substitute writer, for no good 
reas on a t tl l, is hardly worth oonsidering, After so many years of 
1'ir. Linton at St . Ji.m's , it was a blow against tradition , and we can 
be glad that c ir =tances brought }.r. Linton back in the fulln ess of 
time. . 

It's just cy poi,nt of view. W'nat ' s yours ? 

*** 
CO~'T!iOVERSIAL EX:HOES 
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!lo . 121 Which was tm better vritten of the two Wharton, the Rebel , ~- . 
BASIL !llAM writes: "You have put down everything I think ieyself' as 
to wby the 1925 aer ies wee bette r than the 1932 series . I agree wit h 
you that the 1925 series was powerful drama , and el tho\J8h I was only 
eleven years of age when I firs t read this best of ell Frank Richards ' 
series , the characters of' Harry Wharton, Frank Nugent , and the re s t 
were stamped on my memory for ever , jus t tbro\J8h this one series. 

This most movili8 story in this great series was ' Friends or 
Foes', which bro1J8ht out strongly the difference in character between 
Harry Wharton and Frank Nugent. Tb3 fight at Stonehell89 was high drama 
at its best. How I loathed Bunter for his treachery ! 

In t m 1932 series t here is no story to compare with 'Frienda or 
Foes' . Al though t.'le second series is very r eadable , it does not bear 
the mark of greatness which truly beloll83 to th e first series . I haw 
mver read eny school sto ry by any author, l iving or dead, to come up 
to it. It 

ROraR JmKIJiS writes : "I was particular l y inte re sted in your camnents 
on the ho Wharton, t he Rebel series, and would agree that the first 
series was the more powerful as well as havili8 more realistic endiIJ8l'. 
Utterly absorbing as it is, however, I have never been able to conquer 
my feeling of distaste at llharton 's behaviour in getting Mauleverer 
elected captain and thEn using him as his stooge . That Vhartoo. ~t 
have trod the reth of bl a~sm is not in conceivab l e but tha t he 
would betray his last remaining friend for the sake of spiting others 
who ""uld not remain on friendly tenns with him seems to me to be quite 
impossibl e. For this reason I prefer the second series, whic.'t is mor e 
mellow. 'i'o some extent , this is all a matter of hair-- splittl.ng . I 
would tem both series masterpieces. · 

Charl es llamilt on •s cements en t his matter will probably in te r­
est the readers . ~Jany years ago he wrote to me as follows: "Yi th 
regard to th e 1925 and 1932 series , probably i t is a matter of taste , 
but I certainly think the second series the better of tho two; in 
actual fact , th e second se ri es came t o be 'vrit t en because , looking over 
the firs t , i t seemed to me t hat the idea could be much better worked 
out in a differen t farm. But you can ne:,er tel l! To comrere smaJ.i 
things w1 t h grea t, Mil ton preferred Paradise Regained to Paradis e 
Lost: a judgment in which certainly no othe r person ever agreed vi th 
him. " 
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DON WEBSTm writes: "l must cast rzy vote in favoi,r of the earlie r 
series . I always think the first of any story or series is better 
because of the new theme it presents to the r eade r. The individuality 
of tha Famous Five seemed to stand out more, and Bunter was portrayed 
in his moat obnoxious mood. The latter series - particularly the 
climax - seemed to me a bit incredible. 

I especially likod Frank Nugent I s chan8e from · bitterness to 
sympathy in the c l osing issues of th e first series , and Wharton ' s 
' give a dog a bed name' dtitude 11as a fine piece of characte ris ation. 
In 'l1Ilf humble opinion , this was t he finest series ever to appear in 
the "Ma8?].et 11 

• 

* * * 
BOYS 1iHO NEVER GROll UP 

By Artlrur T. Rich 

( Thia article is by a Presbyterian }!inis t er in Devon, and i t appeared 
in the Evening News on J a.'luary 17th , 1939. Sincere and touching, the 
article was found in the scrapbook of Bob Mortimer { and we felt it to 
be well worth reprinting. It is slightl y abri dged) . 

Ile l ooked at me from a books tall on King ' s Cross Sta ti on and I, 
the tailor's errani-boy, on rzy way to fetch finished work from il~te, 
had unvi ttingly made a life-l ong friend. Whan Tom Merry entered my 
life I , had naver heard of Thomas Hardy or Rudyard Kipling. But I 
ent ered a realm of literature that profQurully influenced me. 

Gledl;r I suffered for To:n Nerry, for often he got me into 
trouble at schoo l. It was an art t o rest the Gem on my knees and 
keep two ears on the l!l8Ster, one eye on the blackboard and one on 
Tom Merry. 

One never-to-be-forgotten dey 'l1Ilf preci ous Gem was purloined. In 
sympathy f or 'l1Ilf lack of lite rary taste , I received from the master 
not the cane but a copy of Stevenson ' s "Treas ur e Island" that I might 
know what blood and thund er I had been wasting 'l1Ilf time · upon. 

But never shall I forget coming upon 'l1Ilf te ach er in the deserted 
clru,sroom, after hours. He was enjoying five minutes with my hero 
and, to my unbounded delight, he was shaking with laughter. iie 
returned the book l ater . I believe he had read th e story ri ght 
through and en joyed it. 

Jack, Sam and Pete see m t o ha ve gone the way of all fl esh; 
Sherlock Holmes is as dead as Spring - heeled Jack; and Tom Brown lies 
neglected like a forgotten old boy heving completed his course with 
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credit. But everywhere I meet staid grovn-uJ'X', who, in secret, spend 
a J>lSSing hour vi th Tom Merry and those schoolboys beside vho"1 Peter 

Pan 112USt seem a centenarian. 
One "1emory of these boys stands out most vividly. It was during 

the ver. I was bending over a dying sapper. 'ias there snythi.ng I 
could do for him before the end cMe? 

There vaa one thing. ilould I reed to hi"1 t he remainder of t he 
Tom Merry story s end to him from England? 

Pathetic, but in a way glorio us. Probably he had never heard 
of Sir Walter Scot t or Alnold Bennett, but his la st hours were bright­
ened by t!Ja long, l ong memories of youth. 

Literary critics DJay squu,n, but her e 's to :rom Merry, Bob Cherry, 
Gussy, sto ut Billy Bunter and all . May they live l ong to ent ertain 
genera tions of Bri tish schoolboys in their clean, healthy way , ( 

And m,zy t hey never grow up or advance in school by so IINll'i as a 
single f em. ' 

....... ..... u1111u•1tu•••uu••••uUANJIUU NIII U NUIUNIUU UUl:.III 

Ma8J!ets for sale - continued from J>l!:" 147. 1631, 1632, 1633, 1634 , 
1635, 1636, 1637, 1638, 1639, 1640, 1641, 1642, 1643, 1644, 1645, 1646, 
1648, 1649, 1650, 1651, 1655, 1656, 1657, 1658, 1659, 1660, 1661, 1663, 
1664, 1665, 1666, 1667, 1668, 1669, 1670, 1671, 1672, 1673, 1674, 1675, 
1676, 1677, 1678, 1679, 1600, 1681, 1682, 1683 (las t copy publishe d) 
c. Digests Nos. vari ous 1955/1957. Coll ectors' Digest Annual, 1955 , 
1957. Chuilla J une 29, June 1932. Holiday Annuals, 1924, 1925, 1935 , 
1939, 1940. Champion Annual 1926. Chatter box Annual 1912. 
Billy Bunter's Own, 1957. ALL IN GOOD COtIDITlON. Offers invited 
for al l itans , single copies or all copies. Please wri te: 
M, GORDON, 113, !IDIINGTON GRml ROAD, LONOON, 11, 1 • 

HHIUUUIUUNUUUIUNOUIIUIUJIUHUIIIUIUIIUUNU N***'***** 

OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LOIIWN SWl'ION 

The latest meeting at 'Cherry Place' was truly representa tive as 
we had Beryl Russell , Tom Porte r, and Ray Bennett fran the Birmingham 
Cl ub, Stanley Smith from t he Leeds C1ub, and as is now customary, Don 
Webste r from the Liverpool Club, Not to be outdone, however, a l ett er 
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from Bette Pate, Secretary of the "Gol den Hours Cl ub", Sydney, Austra ­
lia was read out by t he Chainnan. Thus all five Clubs were t ogether 
in the spirit as it were . The usue.l very enjoyable time was had vi th 
good readin88, quiz oompetitions end sales and exchanges . The visitors 
were in sparkling form :,s Tom Portor and Stanl ey Smith each won a quiz, 
Beryl Russell oust have been pl eased as Bob llhi ter read a very good 
article on B:l.ggles , Ent irely unaided Miss Lawrence won her fathers 
very good quiz. Fr61lk Lay read Bill Jardine 's very amusing Greyfriars 
Remove f orm versus Remove Old Boys a t Footbal l , Next meeting to be 
hel d at Hume Hou,oe , 136 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, London , S . E, 22 on 
Sunday , 18th May at 3,30 p . m. Time one ., again for call over and las t 
to l eave were three of th e Bristol quart e t, Fred end Norah Rutherf ord 
plus Cliff Lettey, th e otile r member of t m 1fall!ous four ' , Eb, ilorsell 
having left earlier with I trust , very pleasant m= ri es , 

U!ICLE ilENJANW 

• • • 
NORTIIBRN SECTION l:EETING - APRIL 12th , 1958 

There was a splondid a ttendanc e for too Annual General Mee t ing, 
lie had two surpr is es , one a vory pleasan t one th e otmr not so weloome, 
Ye had just settled down t o busin ess when in walked Too Porter and 
Bery l Russel l from the Midland Club - th at was t he pl easant surpr ise. 
The other cai:,e during the ro- election of of ficers when i:;~ey Smith 
announced t hat due to th e calls of busin ess, he found i{ inpcssible t o 
get t o moetings regularly , therefore ho considered it would not be fa ir 
for hie to carry on as Chairman. This was a blo w to all of us as for 
throughou t his term of office he had been :itd<nl, alwB,YS rulin g from 
the chair wi th t act and judgment, If he had allowed his name to go 
forward he would certainly have been re-elected. Hc:Mever, a worthy 
successo r was span found . That stalwart Bill llilliemson, a foundation 
menber, was pr oposed and seconded , and UMnimously carried. The other 
offic i a ls were re-elected . Before vacating his chair , Sten paid a well 
des erved tr ibute £or all the hard work, Treasurer - Librarian Gerry 
Allis on had put in over another year, a m Stan himself got a hearty 
round of applauso es he handed over to Bill, T'ne Balanc e Sheet 
showed the Club to be in a fl ourishing condition , and aroused no 
cr itic i an whatever . Programmes for the . summer months were arranged 
and J une 29t h suggested as a suita bl e date f or the ireeting with the 
Midl and Clu b at Chest erfield . 

The ladies were also heartily thanked for the very good wey trey 
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had pr e pored refreshments during the yesr. It• s something vo are 
inclined to teke too much for grnnted , but we would soon reolise what 
we owe t hem if some month there weren't any . 

I was abl e to announce 1na t I bad just ]leard frcm Roger J enk1ns 
that tm Greyfriars Jubilee Cup bad be<'ll engraved eJld sent off to 
it • s tanpornry home at llirmin8MD. Temporn:cy, I sny for of course 
we shal l do our best to tak e it off them in th e nerl contest. 

There wns ti.me left f or anotllar l ook at Stan Smith's wonderful 
game "ililly Bunter's Postel Order" ond one or two of Gerry Allison ' s 
best efforts. 

Nert 1"'eting , May 10th . Main feature Ron. llodg:,on's talk -
"Packsaddle School - Texas n • 

H. r..x:mIBY' 
Northern Section Correspondent • 

.. .. .. 
lill)L!NI) =ION 

Meeting held 31st March in Room No. 8 Chamber of CollJllerce, 
Birmingham. 

Ve were all happy t o learn that althou;ih he was not able to 
attend , our Che.iman Jack Ingram , was •up and about" again. J ack 
Corbett took the chair and was able to give a hearty velco1"' to Mr. 
Dyer, absm t for a few months, also our new chum Archie :-"azel, was on 
the imrlc! First we were treated to one of Ray Bennetts verr inerest ­
ing and """'8i.ng talks on his f our selections f or holidaY reading. He 
chose for his St .Frilnk's storJ - "The Schoolboy Channel Swimmer" 
starring Tom Burton . For hi s St . Jim 's favourite piece he thou;iht 
"Tan Merry and Co. in Italy" was most suitable. Though he v<iuld like 
to put "Jim,ey Silver end Co. in Canada" first in his Rookwood sele ct­
i on, he preferred personally tl:e "Silvar Cloud" yams . Coming to what 
he liked best of Magnet sumer holiday stories, he could really select 
three . The "Texas" series when Wharton and Co. ""t the Rio Kid and 
the "Hi king" series were very good, but he gave the pall:l this time 
to "Bil ly Bunter's Coronati on Party". A nic e selection and very 
admirably put over. George Chatham• s film show took us on "holiday" . 
First we went beyond the Tlleed (and the Clyde for that matter) up to 
the Northern Highlands of Scotland. .ill tlla scenery of l ock and glen 
in their typical beauty was port;'cyed by t.>ie magic of the scro61l. A 
trip by boat to the Western Isl es was a fitting climaJ: . A second good 
film took us along the coast of North Wales to Snowdon. No need to 
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describe the enchanting beauty of t hat j ourney, grand show, George. 

A quiz set by tre Secretary conducted by Tom Porter was won by 
Jack Corbett. The ni&ht ended by ~ladge Corbett reading from a C.D.A. -
liighl.ights of the Blue and White l•ets. 

!!ext meeting will bo 24th April - Study · No. 5 - when the Grcy­
friars Jubilee Challell8'0 Cup which we won will be on show. 

HARRY BROSl':!R 
Secretary . 

* * * 
JffllSEYSIDE .SECT!(}l MSETDIG - SU!IDAY 1 6th APRIL 

The East er Meeting was a most rucc ess f ul one and there was nearly 
a "full house" !illthered at 7 p.m. To add to the East er mood we had a 
cost wc,J.coiae surpri se in an unexpect ed visit of Tom Porter and Beryl 
Russell from the Midland Branch . The Chain:ian, Don Webster, opeood 
th e mooting promptly et seven o' clock , and on behalf of us all made a 
special welc ome to our visit ors. The financial posit i on was then 
given and details of additi onal i t ems t o the Club Library. 

As a change from the U"2al quiz the Secr etary then read an 
imaginary story dealing with events prio ,- to a footba ll match played 
between Greyfriars and St. Frank ' s. The story was broken off at e 
point where tenpere on both sides were inflamed and unpleasan t inci ­
dents likely to occur . All members then wrote their awn conclusion t o 
this st ory . The entries were judged by Tom Porte r . The best three 
entries were those of Mr. Unwin, Mr Morgan and Mr. Steen t o whom suit­
abl e prizes were given . One St . Frank's fan, 1mo shall be nameless , 
t ook ad=~ of the st ory t o mnke the result seven - nil in favour of 
the St . Frank's teac. Tea and chat f oll owed, and our brains were then 
tested by Tom Por ter ' s Greyfriars Quiz, given in two parts. Thie wSB a 
real twister a1XI we ell had t o put on our thinking caps. The result -
first pl ace t o Don Webster. ill togethe r a very fine evening and there 
i s no doubt that everyone enjoyed themselves t o the full. Date of next 
meeting , ~lay 4th , starting 6.3() p.m. prompt . 

MORl'.All PRAGNELL I 

Secr etary, 
Merseyside Branch O.B.B. C. 

* * * * * * * * * 



0 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK .OOD 

llostav, 328 Stockton Lane, York . 
Phone: 25795 
• • * • • 

tlews is t'ull tbis month from Jim Cook, vhose JWnthly letters 

fror, St. Frank 's ere ceeting with a great deal of approval froc 

Leoites . 
This time be has had a very busy life and I'c sure he vould 

like to bear from ca:,bers of t he olan how they appreciate his vorl: , 

lie can BID011 the budding Spring in tbs leafy lanes of Sussex , Jiml 

He vrites: 
I have just returned froi, n most enjoyable visit to London, I 

have been to llelson Lee's chu:lbers at 131e Grey Inn Road, l.'. C, 1. , nnd 

ol though vhen I set out t o see the Juni or n play Helcf ord I had no 

idea the car in which we vere travelling vould get a puncture et a 

tiny ville&e called Little l!addov, a haolet on the llsl.mord Road, about 

halfway between Bannington and Heldord , 
B&rry Stokes , vbose car it vas, bed comen ced t o mmd the vheel 

when Nelson Lee drove up in his fas t Jaguar , As a result , Barry l eft 

bis car by the side of the road and vo both went t o t he match in 

Lee's car. B&rry could telephone a suage to collect tbe car as soon 

as ve get to a telephone ki osk . This very small vill aee seeced vi th­

out a suage and a ' phone. llowever, an Inn called the Thntr.~or 1s 

Arma provided a ' phone, after which we continued our j our,,ey. 
I vould like to describe the battle botveen St . Frank ' s and 

llelmford Coll889, Barlc,,re, the juni or skipper, scored the firs t 

goal in a matter of "1nutos from the kick-off, but 1':regellis-ll est 

aqua .ised just befor e half tire. The grune finished with out Ml/ more 

goals being sc ored, alth ough, I really think Reggio Pitt ' s shot vas 

just J)llt over tho £001 line by the Releford custodian . 
As the match was drawing t o n close , Nelson Lee rocarked he vas 

on bis vey t o London, rather timidly I mentioned I had never knovn 

for certain where his plnce vas in Greys Inn Road. llr.s it at t he 

Hw.born Efld or the King's Cross Jm"t, ond he said i t vot•.,d bo better 

if he shoved 1t0 exactly where ho lived. And that i s how I was invi t-

ed • What a grea t man Lee is . Wrat a wonderful compen.ion and 

fri end. Although I did cost of the talking on that run to t o1111,on 
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reflection, I reali se I did 1*st of the listening. 

He explained at great length on a variety of subjects that cropped 
up , as they will do when you l!l'C with c. f8"' ous man. It i s perhai:s 
hard to imag.i.ne hilll le adir.g such a precari ous existence, whm i t would 
be so e.MY to exchange it f or th e calr::i of sch ool life. Nost of us are 
by now fully acquainted with the haphazard and dull r outine , dangerous 
ond thorny incident s tlult may accompany a detective as he builds a 
case. But, Lee explained, too pleasant and sometimes , exciting life 
at St . Frank's went a great deal t owards making a troubl<>-some problem 
n l ot easier. For he snid, after a tussle with criminals and sordid 
associa ti ons there always lay St. Frellk ' s a t the end of it. And I 
knew exactly what he meant. 

llhen we reached Grey Inn Reed, it seemed t o me only a few minutes 
age we were on th e Hal.mford Rood m,,king our vny t o the n:.etch. The 
time had just melted away' for sudderw we were crossing the Thames 
and darting through traffic gaps to ilol bom . 

Mrs. Jones, Lee's housekeeper , was there to greet us, and I badly 
wanted l:ipper to complete the picture , al th ough I knew hi.m.,t o be dow 
at the school . It would have made my happiness full. But t here ' s 
alwsys enother time, atoms splitting pemi tting . 

I won't dwell on r:,y st ay there. I t would take up t oo I:lllch 
space. I was shown over the rooms. I had known so of t en in my imligin ­
at ion, and the laboratory and living room, and the cosy consul ting 
room vere just as I had always pictured them. At my request , 1'.r. Lee 
t ook me along the secret escape r oute that led to the roo f and doi,n to 
the street which, on many occasi on t had come in very useful. 

I realis e no;;, there is such a lot more detail to the cases you 
read t hat only the fringe came t o us by the chr oniclers. The real 
cdventures are in tl:e dossiers th a t Ni pper ~ t abuleted and which I 
was permitted t o eXl?.llline. The William K. Smith affair makes thrilling 
reading, and the aftemath which was not reported by Brooks mainly 
because, I suppose, it didn 't come within the orbit at th e time, was 
really an Intem,,ti onel Incident. 

I tried to get interested in th e massive library. Lee ' s volumes 
are crowded with sll sorts of aspects of crime. Such t omes as Gross ' s 
"Criminal Investill!lti cn" Sodeman and O' Connell ' a "l-lodem Criminal 
Investigation" and "Elements of Medical Jurisprudence" by Dr. Farr 
were quit e beyond me, and didn't s tay in my hands long . 

After e while , Nels on Lee was called to the te l ephone and he 
announc~ et the end of the conversation he would be going to the !Jome 
Offic e sooner than be expected. He to l d me then, the reason for his 
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dash to London we:, connected with e message he had rece.i. ved at St, 
Frank's, but now his presence was desired immediately , rether sooner 
than was thought , So he apologis ed for a hasty deporture and 
81.lQ!eSted I stay on far a while and l ook over tm r est of the place. 
Which I did. Luter on, he phoned t o say he would not be retur¢ng but 
would have to exnmi.ne some doc\lll!e!lts with the Home Secretary , which I 
took t o mem I would be going oock to St. Frank' s by train, 

Well, nw I an back at the school again , I rotumed by tro.in 
froc Victoria , chmging at Bannington, since that particular train 
did not go thr ough to Bell ton, as mey Sometimes do. I intended 
walking from full ton as it was o nice day, so after alighting from 
t he locnl. branch lino station I went straight on and out to Bcllton 

. ,tillage, 
I encountered llandforth and Co. on t he way back and had a very 

pleasant tall< . He was rather annoyed when ho learned where I had been. 
Tm same old Handy! He• s as jealous as ever, He doosn I t merely ask 
he dem.:inds. wi.,, hadn • t he been asked to go to London? Was Mr. Leo 
•,rorld.ng on a case? And all the time Church and McClu:rc were grinning , 
I didn ' t realise until then th:, dangarous possibility of flying fists 

i and battles that may accompany these littl e meotin&s, but every thing 
• wont off all right . Meeting them in tm flesh for t he fir st tim e did 

not prevent me having the same fright each time I met th ee aft erwards , 
I had the feeling there were alann bolls r inging, and t his is hov you 
react wb:,n you ar e in llandforth I s company, 

As it happened to be a Wednesday nftenioon and th erofo N a half 
d:)lf off, I expected to see lllOllY juniors and a sprinkling of seni ors 
about , but Bellton Lane wns deserted after llandy and his ch\l!'ls loft me, 
I oontbued to walk up to t.'ie main Bi1tos of tho school. Entering the 
main SF-tes of tm school ol d Josh Cuttl e , tm head porter, waddles to­
vards ce . This was tho first ti:no I had cet th e lugubri ous old man, 
end I decided to have a faw words with him far r ecordin g. 

nHello sir 11 he said , sorrowfully, "So you a.re the yowig 1!18..,""'l who 1s 
here t o report about the boys, Mr. Lee reck oned I should bo seeing you. 

"Young man ycurself , Josh" I replied, ttaccording to ~·~. Brooks 
you were about my age , ond getting yoU!l€0r!" 

"This Mr. Brooks never saw me properly, ho only listened to 
gocsip, And why did m listen t o gossip? Ask me. 'Causo of th em boys , 
Anyways yelling their heads off, end laughing and playing about, 1ihy 
was U.oy pl ayir.g about? 'Cause they don' t hsvo enough worl< to do." 

"But old mo.'>, sorry ! I mean llr . Cuttle, you can 't axpoct young 
men llOt to play about , as you put it, sometimes. Too much work is not 



good for anybody . " 
''Nor too much play ei the r. That's what t hose boys get. That ' s 

th e trouble wit h the world, s ir, t oe much play! 'il\T · was there too 
I!IUCh play? Ask me, because a = (ion •t do an honest day ' s vork today. 
Lik e than boys, alweys l arr-.i.Dg about , pleying g,,mes and goss iping and 
slee ping . And ri th tha t t hro.st which would have dete rred a claimant 
for higher wages he waddl ed t o his lo dge , shaking Jw, bead. Ye t he 
l ooked quite happy and hea lt hY. Bro oding over the fate of the human 
race hru! not l ef t 8IJY scars on ol d Josh ! The sad and glool!\Y old port­
er i s assure d of a place in our memory, however . Perhaps there is to o 
much ent ertainme nt. Too much telk . Perhai:s • • . • here , I' :n gett ing like 
him already . 

I notic ed Ralph Lesli e fulhood stending 11ear t.lie f ountain in 
th e Tri.angle as I crossed to en t er the Anciont l'.ouse. He smiled us 
I passed . "Hus ol d Cuttle found t ho pnnacea for the 1"'.lrld ' s troubl es , 
yet?" he aske d. 

"If he had he didn't inform me• I repli ed . 
''Well, don 't ever publi sh it i f he does t el l you . He'll have 

nothing to l,.' ~.for !" And Ful l wood "3lked avay la\J8hin g. 
I l ooked after the retreating figure of Ralph Lesli e nnd thought 

hard . It s eemed impossible t he.t he vas at one ti me an unutter,,.ble cad 
lllld ras cal. A sch elling figur e t,nd plausible scrcundrel! He.ny a tbe 
during his early life at St. Frank's he bed coca to within an ace of 
getting the sack. W no,r, as I l ocke d I sav a chz:p who shculd never 
give cause fer compl..'.lint. He seemed so diffe r ent t o wha t I had irr.ae'­
ined him t o be. So open and hones t, strong and healtey. Even his 
name, Ralph Lesli e , ian •t one you would apply to a cad . Maybe Brooks 
had alveys t he intention f rom tre beginning of converting him. 
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MAY - 1958 

Hil<h Heel s and Ho.nicide ~ - . Desmond Reid 

Many years ago ther e vas a fsn ous charac te r named Dr. Huxtcn 
Rymer. Ile vas one of several popular kings of crlloo created and 
developed by the l a t e G. H. Teed . By twse who s till renm,ber past 
S.B.L,s in whic h he onc e regular ly appe ared, he was recognised as a 
genuine, 110rthvhile char act er. 

lle appear s again in this sto ry, but no l onger as a worthwhile 
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characte r . He is a suboroinate of too Syndicate, e sort of rather 
more ambitious versio n of t he old Crilllinals Confederat i on, and under 
the coo.cand of the head of the London cell of that notorious organ ­
isati on . "A middle-aged man with flat, dead eyes" too a ut hor tells us . 
SU:rel.y as such he is unlikely to cOOlCIOild the interest of the present 
generation? I feel that a dlaracter like Rymer should have the s t ory 
mtten ero1md him and not , to suit the requirements of the narrative, 
have his personality altered to such an unrecognisable state. 

Be becomes inv olved when three indentical travelling bags are 
misappropriated froc a plane landing at London Ai.1--port t'rol!l Lisbon. 
The Syndicate is jerked into sudden an! vi olent action , for in one of 
the bags carried by a courie r are vi t,,J. secrets. The story - some­
what confusing - described their efforts and th ose of Rymer, in 
regaining possession of these secrets . 

Rating . .... . Moderate 

* * • 
The Fatal Hour (No. 406). Edwin llarri.son 

Manuel Cordoba was the male partner of a danc ing teru:, t hat 
entertained at the Bola de Oro in too notorious seapo rt quarte r, the 
Berri o Chino, in Barcelona. His mysterious death by poi soning 
followed by t hat of Doc:ingo Vargas, the bull - fig.ote r , in the arena of 
th e famous Plaza de Tores Monumental by the same means is suf f icient 
to arouse all the detective instincts inherited in Sext on Blake . 
Spring in Berl<.eley Square becomes Spring in Barcelona for Blake and 
his efficient Secretary , Paula Dane. 

llho threw the poisoned wine bott l e from which Vargas drank 
deeply after his successful encounter with the bull? And why did 
the murderer desire his death? Why also was Valeria O' Nara, the 
beautiful Irish gi r l so !!!UCh in l ove with Domingo, reluctant t o acc ept 
Blake 's help in solving tlB riddle of the bull - fighter ' s death? 

&lwin Harrison •s sty l e is unspectacular yet pleasing , and since 
it is more English and le ss American than the majority of the stories 
published today, it naturally adds a :j.l.ttle extra variety, very wel ­
come these days when the stories suffer somelfhat fi-Ol!l a Bal!leness of 
literary style . It is good to wel COl!le back artist , E. R. Parker as a 
contribut or to the magazine section . But as O'}'i who first became 
associated with Sexton Blake 36 years ago. E.R.t' s proper place is on 
the cover . 

.... Good 11.1.LTm 1IEl!B • 
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LETTER :BOX 

BAIL COLUMBIA! 

(Here •s a l etter from another new clrum, typical of the friendly, no 
time fo r formalities style, of our overseas members. May that Cl ub 
develoy'and flourish. H.L. ) 

52121 Clarendon Street , Vancouver 16 , B.C .. Canada. 

Apri l 3rd, 1958, 
Dear Herb; 

Since lMt vri ting you I have made ( thanks to Bill Gender ) a 
couple of excellent contacts b the Old Country, and at ti.. moment am 
expecting a shipnm t of mags frc,: Tom Lambert of Norwich, pl us a ver, 
special find: Voltlllll 2 of "CHUMS" ... in addition, I have wri tt en a 
couple of ot her chaps whose names appeared in t he C .D. Annual for 
1950 • • ,I have also contacted Ben Yhite r and at the moment am in t i.. 
process of seming off a letter to him which will make me a fully ­
fied8ed manber of t'oo O.B.B.C, of London. Funny how nothing ever car.ie 
up during 111lf first 3 years as an amate ur collec t or unti l I met a friend 
of the l at e Peard Sut her land •s . Then, all at once , almos t oveml.8ht 
I'm able to get almost everything I want in t oo mag line , plus th e odd 
copy of "Cllt!MS" and the opportunity of writing am getting letters f rom 
chaps el l over the world, I t' s re alzy wonderful and has given me qui te 
a new interest I can assure you. The 3 of us who ge t together every 
now and t hen are sti ll tr,ing to locate more fana t ics ( to dat e we have 
come up with a couple) and sti ll have the id ea of for!!Wl8 a group of 
some kind or otoo r based , of course, on t he 0,B,B.C . of London. l'e l'­
haps la t er on we can get permission to use thei r crest on our station­
ery {if we ever get to the poin t of needing it ! ) 

it the moroont however , it's a little hard to say j ust what will 
happen. I see by th e clock that it ' s getting on to 8 o ' clock and I 111 
have to stop and get the kids to bed • •• , t he wif e ' s night out you know! 

So, Herb, for the tiroo being i t' s "so- l ong good hunting ••• and 
keep up the good worl<" Nov tha t I 'm a reewar subscriber, like the 
ot hers no doubt, I ' m l ooking fo:rvard ve ry eagerly to th e next is sue, 

Sincerely , 

John 

{John P. Davi s) 

YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 12! TBE SHAMBUS, ltRK. Tel : Yorl< 25148 


