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WORLD FAMOl5 

BILL MARTIN FOR OLD BOY'S llOCl!S 

93 HILISIDE : LONOON 11.V. 10. 

Phone: EUlar 3230 Cables: summ lBED, LONDON. 

Bound Volume Union Jacks. Bo\ll'ld Volume Union Jacks. 920/ 
586/611. Janua:ey - J\ll'le 1915. 955·. !lay 2f - January 22. 
l,fJ - 26 numllers. £:1 10s. - 36 numbers. 

Bound Vol\1116 Unian Jacks . 
Bouild Volume Union J acks. 1211/ 
12}6. January - June 1927. 

952/<J76. Janue.:ry - June 1922. f4 - 26 numbers, 
£5 5s. - 26 numbers. 

Bound Volume Magnets - 32 numbers . 
Bound Volume Unian Jacks . betveen 635 - 996 - £:1, 
1264/ 1289. JanUB.l'Y - June 1928. 1915 S.B.L. - 6 copies - 1st 

iJ :,a. Od. series also 12 copies 2nd series, 

Bound Volume Union Jacb. 1446/ 
the lot 18 copies - 30/-

1471 - 26 numbers. CJ Penny Populars 1926. 363 - 374 

1456/1506 . 
Mint binding {-ies. 12 numbers. 

Bound Vol uim Gems. 3Q -
51 copiee - E:1 10s, Od. 

3 mint volumes Mysteries of 
Penny Populars 1923. 233 - 257. Police am Cr.I.me. Vol umes 1, 2 
Mint Binding Copies. 26 numbers . snd .3 . Published by Casse ll elJd 

£4 Co., Ltd . By .Arthur Griffi tha. 
These volumes were for subscribe"' 

Boys I Friend - Green ' Un. 72 only and never on sale to t he gen-
copies fit for binding, All eral public. Average 469 pages 
consecuthe and feature Rookwood per 110lume, £10 10s . 
by Chas. llllmil ton. 

Large selection Pre var·u.s.A. 
Union Jacks in binder. Fit f or - Film Magazines, Cycling, Motor 
binding . 1058/1001. Mint Cycling, London Lifa, Motor 
candi tion, 60/- <ar. etc. 

Old Boys Books in bind er. I 02 
in all , Price 75/-. Contents BJUliD VOllll!E UllIO!f JACKS '.f18-o1()2. 

N~tta, Sports Bud&ets, Pals, 26 DU11bers 1911 • • £8 
Boys Jla&azj.nes, Rockets, Champ- CASH llITH <JUlm 
ions , Thrillers. POOTJGB ll'ml 
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c/ 0 YORK Du"PLICATING SIB VICES, 
12A The Shambl es, York. 

the 
I 

[dito r s 

DIGEST-
Pri ce l s . 6d 

ehoir 
PLEASURE AT THE PORTLAND: No , I don ' t mean the @<lOl but the Portl 
Hotel at Chesterfield, where the Nort he rn am Midland Club s met on 
29th June. Harry Breste r tells you something abou t it on another 
~ . so all I say here i s that I am alr eady l ooking forward to nex 
year • s reuni on. 

• • • 
THE ANNUAL: Al l goes well. At the time of vriting orders ar e co 
along in gratif yin g f ashion . Please kee p it up, I beg of you . 

At Chesterfield Harry Brester l!JJ.Ve an intriguing talk on "Jus 
Where is Greyfriars?" I was so taken with thi s that I aske d Harry 
to adap t it for the AnnU6l. He' s doing so. There will probably be 
msp too. 

And don't f orge t to let me have some adver ts , f or they are so 
essen tial. 

• * • 
SEXTON BLAKE ON T.V . Said 'Pi cturegoe r', July 19 t h "T'nere's a cha 
t ha t a new ' Thin Man' t ype of team msy hit your T. V. screens soo n, 
Geoff r ey Toone and Jill Melford es the verb al sparring partners - t 
indomitable Sexton Blake and Secretary Paula Dane ." 

I t went on to say that it depends on several thinel' - in c ludi 
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whether American networks can be inter ea ted ar>.d on the success of t he 
Sexton Blake f eatlll'e film that ' s just been shot at Bray Studios. . It 
put the query"Bri tons know Blake - but do the Americans?" Geoffre y 
Toone, back from filming and T, V,-ing in tie States says Yes, 

A parti cular matter of interest where our circl e is concerned , 
i s that on the American side Bette Pate's broth er , Micleel , may be 
connected vi th tho venture , 

Anyvay. look out f or further announcements. 
' Picture ShoY' , also dated July 19th, had a full pa ge devoted to 

th e comillg Sexton Blake film "Murder at Site 3". Take my tip , try 
and get hold of a oopy, It rill cert a inly make you want t o see the 
film, 

Yours sincerely, 

HEP.BERT LECKFNBY. 

***111111: II lfltlll 1. Mii II IU II If II U 11111111 N 111111 U It II IIJI JI II 1111111 IU IU IU II II JU II JI I**************** 

UITERESTING ITBJ:15: No 's 1: (a) 1tl Groyfriars Herald (also No' s 2 t o 
5; 7 to 16) (b) School girls wn, 2d. (also 9 ear ly issues) 
~d Sext on Blake : No's 8 and 40 , ~: 517 (M. Clifford ) 155 
Ferrers Locke). 1d (Green) Popular: 30 eerly issues. Gem: 7 no•s 

230 - 6Z7. 3d Wonder Library. 4d Gir l' s Friend Libs, Bound Volume 
(52) (1918) Magnets, new oovers, 3rd Seri es Blake s : 3d each, 
WANTED: Magnets prior 1934, Greyfriars , s.o.Ls. Other Hamiltonians. 
Offers to: ASillEY, 23 MOUNTJOY, BillDPORT, DORSET. 

WAN'IED: All "Monster Libs" except 2 , 7, 15 , 17, 19. Also Quirl<e 
Seriesl "Schoolb oy ' s Own Libs" 366, '3f!l, 411 (St, Frank's), 171, 
(Grey, Have No. 121 for exchange. . 
GOROON TIDMISON, 53 WALLASEY PAR.I(, OLD PARK ROAD, BELF/IST, 

169 

~; Aldine Red Rover Library; Rob Roy; Boys Leader; Halfpenny 
Union Jack (mauve cover) !lumbers 4?0 to 488 and 494; Fenny Pluck, vol. 
3, containing "Cookey Scrubs" ond also "Specs " st ori es ; Tbs Comic llome 
Journal ( 1897- 1902). I will pay five shil l ings eac h for following 
numbers 149, 203, 216, 217, 219, 252, 253, 255; Tho J este r 1906, 1907; 
Halfpenny Wonder ; Funny Wonder; All y Sloper, 1906, 1907; Pocket 
Bud.got (second ser ies); Nuggets, 1900 to 1906; somo True Blue numbers; 
a novel "The Lover Fugitives"; "Phr a tie Pheonician"; Victorian 
Bloods and Romances. 
PE'l'l'INGELL, LINWI LEA, ST. MILDRED'S AvmuE, BROAreTAIRS, KENT, 
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rJfafiiana 
conducted by JC§EP!mlE PACK!W! 

27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich 1 London, S.E.22. 

I have had a short but most interesting letter f'rom Eric Cope, 
man, and as I have Eric• s permission to put it in Blakiena I am doi.nj 
so straight aw03. I know that Mr. Twyman will be reading this issu. 
in the near future, end if he has any f'urther colll!lent to lllllke I shaL 
be pleased to hear f'rom him. 

Bill Lof'ts certainly gets around - I •m wondering whom the spo· 
lig!,.t will be cent red on next. Nice vork, Bill! 

J. PACKMAN 

* * * 
ROUND TABLE: A FRAUD? NE\llltl 

Desr Josie, 
I've just read Bill Lofts' art icl e , '.lllE ROUND TABLE WAS NO 

FRAUD" (C.D. May 1958), and can't l et it peas without cOlllllent. I 
hsve th e impression that I've been slightly misquoted, not so much iJ 
the article as in th e l etter Bill vrote to Mr. Twyman about 11\Y letto: 
which appeared in DETD::TIVE ~I No. 10 in April, 1933 . 

So nov, to straiBbten things out I 111 stretch a hand over a 
quarter of a century (and 12,000 miles! I and explain why I first vro· 
that letter. 

Firstly, I never had any cause to doubt the veracity of the 
ROUND TABLE. I always reed it first whenever I bought 11\Y UNIOO JACK 
or DEll'ECTIVE llm<LY, and pri or to IJi 10 I had not only had a number 
of 11\Y 0111 letters quoted in its columns but had also received two 
personal l ong replies from Hr. Twyman (replies which ! · still possess 
and value greatly, written in answer t o 11\Y endless queries beck in 
1932). 

However there waa a chap at the place where I was then WQrkin, 
who had read a few Blake yarns and knev I liked them. He also knew 

how to do a spot of' leg-pulling! So he poured eoorn not on the yam 
(which he admitted he liked) but on the ROUND TABLE (which he'd neve: 
read!) I get 11\Y "mad" up and vrote to Mr. Twyman and told him ther 
were probably other nitwits in tm world with similar crazy vieWB en, 
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would he do something a bout enlightening them. ( I expres sed myself 
more conservativel,y but . that was t he gist of it . ) In order to do the 
"enligh tening" properl,y, H.W.T. wrote t hat rep ly in !1w 10 . I was very 
proud of it and read it out 'to my friend who """ duly squashed. 

I didn •t need convincing =elf. Nobody could have enjoyed and 
participated in the ROUND TABLE discussion as frequently as I did with­
out knowing it was a r eally worthwhi l e fellowship of Blake followers. 
I mi8ht as v eil now suggest that evel'YtbiI!8 in the C.D. is th e work of 
one man and that the names am. addresses in t he lacks of the Annuals 
are fictitious !? !!! 

Mr. Twyman took a l ot of sp ace back in 1933 defending the ROO!ID 
TABLE, and I see he still takes space defending it (as quoted in Bill 's 
article). It was well worth defending; the best F.d.itol'-Reade r get ­
together of any of the JPBgazines of the day , and still remembered be­
caus e of tint . 

When I read that ·H. W. T. was "understaffed and could have used 
two extra typists for t hat job alone , " I st ill can 't help marvelling 
that I should have been given ruch lo ng and peinstekingly detailed 
replies. I believe now that that f eeling of lc:iru!hip with other readers 
helped build up the spirit among Blake fo ll owers that has now blossomed 
t o maturity ill the fe llow ship of the Blake Circl e in tln C. D. 

Clumsi l,y put, but you know what I mean. 
Thanks, Mr. Twyman, for starting us off discussing auth ors and 

characters way back there over a quarter of a century ago . I f BirJ of 
us had ever do'!-bted you in any way we 'd sure l y never have been s till 
reading and vri t i.ng about Sexton Blake now! ...... . .. 

mrc coI»!AN 

* * * 
I MEET "!W\Till FRAZER" 

by \'I. O. G. Lofts 

"Have you ever met or beard of 'Martin Frazer? • I asked a Sexton 
Blake author during an interview some years ago . .l shake of too head 
was t he only r epl y . 

This type of question was asked by me to many other Blake authors 
and writ ers , ihat I was pri'lileged to lieet from time to time. But 
with the answer always being in tre negative , I began to doubt if I 
would ever find out anything about t his Blake writer; t lxlugb i t seemed 
that by othe r autlxlrs not knowing the name of 'Martin Frazer I it was 
certain tmt t his name hi d the identity of anothe r writer, known to 
them, but not by that name, 



.. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~-2?:7~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

There were two very good reasons why I showed such an interest 
in this particular Blak e author; firstly I had al ways enjoyed the 
stories that he had writt en (where filake was always brough t in t o the 
first chapt er) , am. secondly he was the only principal author l ef t in 
the realltS of Blake research that I did not know the r eal i dent ity of 
and was curious to know more about . 

I st il l never had any idea as to whom "Martin Frazer " really wiu 
until the latter pert of last yaar , when a clue came to me in the 
follaring manner. One of the most keen am enthusias tic collec t ors 
of Blake material is Victor Col by of Australi a , and whilst glancing 
through some copies of the "Knockout Comic" which I had recently obta 
ed from hiJn - contain ing the Sexton Blake Picture Strip - I not iced t ' 
name of ''Martin Frazer". 

This name was gi.ven as th e autho r of a series of schoo l stories 
"The Boys of St. Clements", which hnd a :nm of several. years. "Ah", 
I though ~, "this writer is still tumL'lg out stories. If I ask some 
Editor friends cfmine perhaps they cen find out fo r me t he real name · 
this vri te r. 11 

"Were you abl e to f ind out azzything for me about ' Martin Frazer 
I asked my friends the F.di tors whilst down in Fl eet Stre et a li ttle 
l at er. 110h yes ," sa id one . 11It' s Percy". "Percy?" said I , "Vb.o's 
he'3" "PFllCY A. CLARKE" was the reply . "Know him very well , e. very 
nice chap - he seemed very fl attered that someone should have bem 
trying to seek the identity of ' Martin Frazer ' am remember th e stori 
he wrote so well. Been connected with the Amalgamated Pre3s for over 
30 years - still there, now working on the Christmas .Annuals. Perha p 
you would lilce to meet hiJn ""It' t ime?" 

Well, who has not heard of Percy A. Clarke? Nearly all Old 
Boys' Book Coll ectors must have sem his nsne penned to stories, what 
ever p,,pers they collect. To name just a few from the end of the fir 
world wa:l'; "Captain" , "Boys' Friend", "Sports Budget", Foot bal l 
Favourite", "Modem Boy", "Champion", "Triutn:Eh11

, Detective Weekly", 
"Chums", "Pilot", "Startle r" 1 "Boys ' Frierd Library ",. "Nelson Lee" 1 

"Boys ' Realm", "Holiday Annual" - ani even in the "Gem" e. serial s toI 
Through t he kindness of Mr , Bowe.rd Baker I was able to have e. 

sho rt interview with Mr. Cle.rl<e shortly afte r - wen, far the ti.me we 
had at our disposal , some very interes ting facts were r evealed . Mr. 
Cle.rice who is in hi s early sixties confossed that( had no id ea tbai 
he was so f amous, and his tales thou8ht so much o for th e authors 
as a rule soon lo se interest in the st ories once ey have been paid 
for, because they ar e busy on tba next. Be has held quite e. few 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~_,:2•1:j...~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
differmt Editorial posts d\ll'ing his service at the A.P. Tllo in re­
cent year s were Editor of the "Knockout Comic" and "Jack and Jill . " 

Another position which he held at one time was of great interest 
t o myself; this was on th e &Ii torial of the "Boys' Friend Library." 
"It was true of course" , he said , "that the mnjori ty of stories were 
reprints of earlier y,,ms, in some cases re written and abridged to fit 
into t ho size of the Library; but at times stories were specia lly 
writt<n and wore original." He himself had had a numl>er of stories 
published in thi s Library - two featuring Ferrera Locke the det ective 
and another with the famous llel son Lee as the main character , These I 
believe were all original tales. Apart from other reprinted tales of 
his, he had two stori es published under the name of "Vernon Nielson." 

On the subject of pen- names, he reckoned that he had had more pen-­
names than he could ever r emember - or know about - because in the old 
days of boys papers, if an author had two yams in one paper - t oon tm 
sulr-editor would put a pen-name on one of them r athe r than have the 
author appear twice ; so what other names he did not write under will, 
I should say , unfortunately never be known. 

An important question I next asked him was one which had puzzled 
C .D. readers for years, and had neve r as yet been sat i sfactorily ex­
plained. Readers will remmber t hat in the 1930's the "Boys Friend 
Library " (seoond series) were reprinting old stories of Blske, such as 
"Sexton Blal<e, Sixthformer" , "Sexton Blake ' s Schoolday s• and "Sexton 
Blake at the Varsity", known to have been written by Cecil lleyter in 
the B. F.L. 1st series (year 1909), but this ti.me tmder the name of 

•:rO!lN ANDIIDIS." ''Why did they change the name of the a.ttho r?" I asked , 
"John Andrews was a stock rume", was the reply , "It was a name 

used Editorially, woon it was eithe r thouJ.ht that the original author ' s 
name had been used quite recently - or it was felt that a new rune was 
needed . " 

In fairness to t oo edito ri al staff of the B.F .L, I had better 
explain fUrther . In the 1930' s Cecil l!ayter • s worl<: had become slight ly 
outdated; he had, like William Nurray Greydon, retired from writing 
years earlier , s,d the style of writing was not oonsidered by the 
editorial staff as suitable for the present generation of readers - the 
tales hod to be modernised - and so they thou81Jt that a new name put to 
the stories would be the best policy. Another instance of this being 
done vas 1be famous original }laxwell Scott yarn "The Silver Dwarf ", alao 
penned tmder the "Jolm Andrews" nane. 

During tm lest ' twenty years or so, Mr. Clarke has mostly used the 
p,n-name of "!lartin l!'razer" far his stories. Apart from his Blske yams 
he has had several stories of the "thrill er novel" type published by 
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il'right on:! Brown; aloo twenty il'estarn novels published by th e same 
firm under 1ne name of "Dana Lander" and a number of Romances under 
the name of "Jane Lytton". 

Years ago he wrote a large number of love s tories f or papers sue 
as "Eve•s Own Stories", "Sundlly Companion", "Swid.ay Stories", 11Horne1 
Stories" and several othe r s . But s trangely enough he has never wri t1 
far the girl• marl<et . He is not "Renee hazer" of tha girls storie, 
as msny people (including myself) had thought. 

Another point which had puzzled me a little was the fact of his 
Bloke stories appearing wi th such long int ervals between them, and iI 
asking this question the answer was really simp l e , But first of all, 
for th e record I had better list tre titles and dates of all his 
Blake stories published , 

SBL 2nd series No. 524 (April 1936) 
No . 560 (Jen, 1937l 

• No. 725 (July 1940 

3rd No, 5 (Aug, 1941) 
No, 26 (J une 1942) 
No. 163 (March 1948) 

No , Z'/0 (Aug, 1952) 

"The Crime at the Crown Inn" 
"Tho Riddle of Dead Man I s Min< 
"The Mystery of the German 

Prison cr11 

"The Case of the Shot Looter" 
"The Fatal V Si~" 
"The Mystery of tha Sh:a.dowed 

Footballer" 
"The Case of th o Dope Dealers' 

Having such a vast output of stories for other papers - and ala• 
his book writ:ing - he was only able to write a Blako story no,r and 
£188lll, and with the regular Blake writers turning out stories month 
by month it was a ~ competitive marlcet to writ e for t oo! 

il'hat of th e future? Does he contempl ate writing any moro Bl ake 
stories? The answer is very doubtful; times hav e changed - tho st: 
of writing has changed - al l periodiccls hove changed , t o move with 
times and thereby keep a heal thy ree,dership. 

Just before leavin g , Mr. Clark kindzy presented me with two cop 
of his latest novels - which I hove enjoyed reading very much. Thes 
now grace 111,Y bookshe lf, so that I shall always remember tha time I m 
11!1artin Frazer0 

***************************•I•• N JIN l It.NIN INN II l N Iii NM l N N N NI I IN II N JI II NI ...... 

WANTED IN GOOD CONDITION FOR BINDlllG:- ~ 1406, 1407, 1412 , 1413 a 
1418. 
Price to: 

R, HODCSON, 5 SIL\Tll\ STREEr, lIDiTON lllLL, WAJ<EFIELD. 
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THE AUGUSr SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARIES 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Reviewed by Walter Webb, 

* * * 
Final Curtain (No. 411) . . ... Arthur Maclean 

Casanova, Marie Antoinette, Quasimodo, Sher l ock Holmes - all 
return in this novel of murder and u,ystery set in th e sha dow of the 
Surrey Hil ls, And in the darker shadow of death. The guests which 
IIJ!lke up the fancy dress party at Red.roofs are enjoying the excitemen t 
of ti.. firework display, All excepting their host , Karl St einer , one­
time famous acto r and ventriloquist. One-time , because he now li es 
doad, murdered by - 11mm? Little Heinri ch, the d\llllllY to whom he owes 
not a li ttle to his fame, lies crumpled at his feet. Inspector 
GI'\llllnett of tile Surrey County C,I,D. has no doubts about the identity 
of til e asss:,sin, but Holmes is not so sanguine , Casanova , but a poor 
substitute for Doctor Watson, has no id eas , for wit h two beautiful 
vooien amongst th e suspects his attentions are naturally divided. 

It's a quiet sort of case for Holmes, with a far fran original. 
ending. It's been done before. The room of death . The suspects 
gathered together and Holmes elimi.nnting them one by one until tlB 
murdere r is revooled , Quite a neat whodunit, with the role of Casanova 
played by Splash Kirby and bat of Holmes re-ena cted by - well it ' s 
needless to say, What can be said is thet Sexton Blake adds t o his 
unique reputation in both roles . 

Rating . Very good 

* * * 
Murder in the Sun (!lo, 412) ... Jack Trevor Story 

Jack Story reverts t o type in t hi n novel , set first in Pimlico 
and than at a holiday =P, 11here two previously introduced characters 
of the Syndicate, and a homicidal mrudsc kno11n as the Patron, gi ve 
Sexton Blake and hi s assis tants, not to IIlElltion Coutts of the C,I. D, , 
no little trouble in baulki.'lg them in their crooked enterprises , 

A twelve year old boy rollecting sc rap iron from a rubbish dump 
by t he Tlw:!es tmearths a quantity of pl ates used for the purpose of isa­
uing counterfeit fiv e pound notes . It's a disc overy t.o imperil the 
lives of several people ..... his si ster Slll.J.y, .... Fost er Collins .. ... a 
photographer .. . .. Poula Dlllle . To Collin s, it means a grand holidey 
at the Palm Bay Holiday Comp wit h Sally, to whom he has lo s t his hllnd. 
Actually he does l ose it and ng_t figurat ive ly nt thnt ! 
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Another win for Bl4lro , but a triUlllph morred by a grnve miscal ­

cul atio n, for, in und er- ost imating t he oppositi on, he almost depr iv es 

hi.msolf for all tim e of t.he servic es of his honey- blond e and devoted 

Secre tary Pnula Done. Just how much Blake is affected by this is 

shown in a typically bumorous sto ry Cl'.lding. 

Idoal. holiday faro here for t he Blake fen . 

Rating . Very good 

...................................................................... 
7/- each offered fo r nu:nbexs of th e Magnets as follcr,s: - (or exchange 

for certain llos . between 000 and 950 or for S. O. Ls.) 950, 958 , 96 0, 

~ . ~ . ffl • • • ~.- .9~m.m.~.• .•.~ .~. 
992 , 993 , 994, m , 1003 , 103; , 1062 , 108}, 1oea , 1089, 1090, 1092 , 

1096 , 1100 , 1116, 1118, 1119, 1121, 1127, 1128, 1129, 1179, 1191 , 11! 

5/- ea ch offered. for Gems Nos . 1327, 1367. 
D. ilROTil, 10 BEAN ROAD, BEXLEY HEATH, KEilT. 

1!ELP 1Wf.ED: I've be111 collecting Nels on Lees f or 33 years now and 

only require six issues t o compl ete . Will anyone help? Wi ll pey c, 

or exchange 3 early Lees for 1 wanted have als o early Magnets , U. Js , 

Sexton Blakes etc. I • d exchange for wanted Lees. 
OLD Serie s Lees Wanted: 31, 64, 65, 78 , 82 , 88 . Replec~ts for 

poor copi es wanted. Ol d serie s 21, 27, 32 , 54, 74 , 84, 87, 107 , 133 

1st New series 52. 
J . R. MURTAGH, 509 SELWOOD ROAD, HASTINGS, NEW ZF.ALAND. 

Can cnyone help me to complete ~ collection of •Representati vo" 

Comic Papers? I need one copy only and will pay 5./- each for the 

folloving: - "Bo-~p"; "Merry Midget"; "Dazzler "; 11Bo\D'lCer"; 

"Col oured" ; "Slmn,y"; "Merry Moaoonts"; "Spsrl<l er" - (Trapps Holmes 

"Cheert\11"; "Rocket" ; (Comic) "J ungle Jinks" ; "Chicl<a Own"·-
(before 1936) ; "Sum:ner" ; 
L. PACWN, 27 ARC!IDALE ROAD, F.A.ST DULWICH, LONDON, S. E.2 2 • . 

WA1'TED llR~ITLY : S.B .Ls. 1st Seri es 17, 105, 109 , 196 , 197 , 201, 2C 

S.B.Ls 2nd Seri es 102, 111, 243, 293 , 296 , 422 , 520 , 667. 

BOYS' FRmm LIBRARIES: 1st seriea 10 , 68, 102, 105 , 107 , 165 , 229 , 

246 , 669, 2nd se ri es : 79, 392 , 396 . 
u . J . ea,, 1041, 1098 , 1378 , 1519 
Detective Weekly: 1, 2, 3, 4 . 

MRS. J . PACXMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST WLWICH, LONDON· S. E. 22 . 
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PROM INFORMATION RECEIVED - No. 7 

By W. O. G. Lofts 

Nelson Lee is coming beck! 

For t!B first time - since seemingly, Nelson Lee and the beloved 
Nipper l"'ssed into obl ivi on in t!E last issue of the S.O.L. in June, 
1940 . (A reprint of course , of an earlier yam). That is as far ea 
the Amalgamated Press was concerned but to devotees of Lea - he has 
never "passed away" compl etely tho\l8h never appearing in sto ries. But 
I understand on very good authority that Nelson Lee and Nipper will be 
making a most welcome return in the pages of the Sexton Blake Library 
in t he near future - and will certainly be appearing in more than one 
story . 

Tiger Tim Correct i ons. 

I am most grateful to th,;t grea t enthusiast of th e "Rainbow" in 
its early days , ,m.d good friend . Gerry Allison - for pointing out to me 
in a recent l etter, that the lovable comic character Tiger Tim did 
appear in earlier A.P. publications than the "Rainbow", which came out 
in 1914. This was stated by myself in C. D. 130. (Information Recei ­
ved No. 5). Gerry told n;e that Tiger Tim and the Bruin Boys - appeared 
in the "Pleybox Annuals" in 1912 end 1913, and in looking than up, of 
course he~ quite correct . They were in those days at Mrs. Hippo ' s 
Kinderearten - end at the start of th e "Rainbow" moved t o tU"S. Bruin ' s 
school. 

The first artist who r,ver drew them - J . S. Baker - is s till aliYe 
I am told and l i ves on tre South Coast - in happy retiremen t. Ha is 
believed to be in bis 90's. 

His son is also an artist , md contribu t es t o seve r al of the 
present day A.P. publications. 

It is not generally known that in the mid- twenties the Bruin 
Boys were so popular with re aders of the collies - tmt i t was decided 
to crea te sister counte r- perts of them to appear in advmtures in the 
new comic "Playbox". 

The "Hippo Girls" they were called - and we had Tiger Tilly I 

Jenny Jacko, Olive Oetrich etc; they were all dr8"ll by the best of all 
'Ti ger Tim' artists - H. F. Foxwell - or r eckoned the best by th e 
Edi tors concerned . · · 
.......................... u ........................................ .. 

WANTED: Specimen 1914 "Firefl y" . 10s. paid. 
~BUGll!S, 2 , EASl' FRONT ROAD, PAG!WI BEACH, BOGNOR REX;IS. 
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Clli!STERFilLD - 1958 

by Harr,y Brester 

Every year all the people in this world look fon<ard to a certain 

date. Certain days or colle ctio n of days during the twelve months mean 

a great deal to us. We of our religion look mostly to Christmas , 

East er and othe r festivals of a like nature . Mostly we associate them 

with holidays . There "88in we all are waiting fro m one yea:,: to anothe 

for our o;,n annual holiday . We as a I\lle , associate Christmas, which 

without any argument , is our best time of the whole year to a B11therine 

clan , a re - union of the family , when old friends ceet t ogether ag,,in il'. 

many cases after a year's J)8rting from one anothe r . Such was the Ches! 

erfi el d re-uni on on Sunday , 29th June , 1958, A re-union of friends, 

better still to call thee brothers (and sis t er s ) . Yes , brother3 for 

what is our hobby but brotherhood . As Herbert Leckenby calls it , 

"tho Brother hood of th e llappy !lours," All joining together in good 

humoured arguments , interesting debat es , catching one another with 

t rick;y quizz es , all connected with the words of our fa vourit e authors , 

Yes, a happy band. 
The same number this year as last, a few n"" faces if a few 

missing , old friends meeting once again , one or two meeting others t he; 

have only correspon ded with . Maybe it is being sentimental but it di , 

your heart good to see the happy faces , to hear the cheerful talk . Th 

atmosphere was a "family " one and as we came away the general feeling 

was "roll along next time . " 
As before ve met at the Portland llotel . Lunch at one o ' clock , 

(and even Billy Bunter could not have grumbled at th e fare thoUBh at 

7/6 a time; the two Treasurers would have had a f011 wor ries) . We had 

a roo m to ours elves for each meal and to top all the good service, a 

rooc set aside fo r our meeti:lg sas throliTl in free . You luck;y ;,ec ple ! ! 

And what good use we made of that room. With Midland's Tom Porter in 

the chair we discussed several important matt ers connected with our 

hobby. Gerry brought up the old sore point of hi8i1 prices . Var i ous 

views were put fon<ard, but the general opinion seemed to be that 

nothing anx:h could be done about it . It was that l av of supply and 

demand, especially where th e Hamiltonian papers were concerned . 

We had a reading by Gerry of extr&cts from a seri..'.ll by Jo hn 

Fordwych called "Boys and Gir l s Together" fro m a paper called "Young 

Bri t ain" , but as the reader said, it was a r oprin t of the "School Bel: 

which ran in "Chii:s " msny years ago . That same "Chips" is now much iJ 

dema.'!d, at least by one l:lilllber of our "brotherhood" . .l talk on the 

local Geography of Greyf'ria.ra and the proximity of that famous establ : 
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ment of l earning to t he sea was one majo r item. A map based on the 
one wich was reproduced in tm C.D. Annual a few years ago , was passed 
round fo r geieral inspection. This was tho wrl< of Midland ' s Secre­
t ary who introduced the talk . Ris idea to get an authenti c map of 
the Friar dal e and Courtfiel d district on tha same lines as t he one in 
C.D. Annual of St. Ni.nian's . Thi s was a part of tm programme which 
did not br ing in so cany of tlE company as did the discussion of the 
re l ative mer its of S.O.Ls end the corresponding Magnets, Gems and 
Boys • Friends. Also not forgetting the St, Frank ' s yams and other 
odd stories which appeared in full in other mediums. Actual l y , tha t 
was tlE basis of the t alk , why S.O. Ls wore seemingly preferred by 
collec t ors agcinst t he ot her papers whe.'> i t was oomnon knowledge tha t 
tho stories were ab r idged or cut t o suit t he size of the book . lntel'­
es t ing view points were pur foniard and we were very intrigued by t ha 
fort hright and a.'llusing oomen t s of Jo)m Gunn of Nottingha!:l . The few 
quizzes sot by Gerry and myself went down very well . 

Jolly good show a ll round , and I think everyone enjoyed them­
selves especia ll y one new "chum" John Tomlinson, meet ing us fo r the 
first time. Tom as Chai nnon saw to it that everyone was drawn into 
t he discussions and I fee l everyone thought he di d a great job of work. 

Roll on next year , to the next ono . THE FAMILY:- 4 
Gerry Allison 
Her bert Leckenby 
Jack and l;adge Corbett 
J ack Bellfie l d 
Laurie f.lorley a.nd Mrs. Morley 
J ahn Gunn 
:Bill Williamson and 

Harry Bros ter 
Norman Gregory 
Beryl Rua se ll 
Ron Hodgson and hia wife 
~loll ie Al l ison 
John Tomlinson 
"Uncle" Tom Porter ( in too 

chair) 
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FIFTY YEARS ON THE COMlCS 

On Sundey , 29th June , there passed one more link with gol den 
days of the ! .P . in the death of St anley J . Cooch, edi to r of T. V. Fun 
and Radio Fun. 

Early thia year he celeb r ated his jubilee of 50 years wi t h the 
Amalgamated Press. 

One of t he pi oneers of the A.P . comics , Stenley Gooch went to tm 
f irm at 14t year., of age. His firs t appointm.nt was wit h Home Chat 
where he remained until oo was 18 1 wen he changed his af fec t ions 
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BDd entered the con:ic paper field . 
A yeax l at er be became story edi tor for Puck until ha volunteer, 

for service in the first world war. 
Returning to th e Fl eetway House he was appointed editar of~ 

Wonder BDd Jester , two of the most successful A. P. comics and remembe: 
with affec ti on by many. Later he took over Kerry and Bright and 
brought out Crackers - a developnent from tlE old Lot O' Fun, 

In 1934 he produced twc more weekli es , Tip-Top and Jingles, and 
in 1939, when Radio Fun appeared be ha d a t otal of seven weeklies and 
six Annuals under bis control, 

One of Stanley Gooch ' s favourite s t ories was of the l ate H. J . 
Garrish, them A. P. F.ditorial Director, calling him into his office on 
Monday morning and asking him to produce two new papers by Friday l T: 
promise was given that the entire copy and make-up of Tip-Top and 
Jingles would be in t he printers hBDds by Friday - BDd i t was carried 
out ! 

He was a great raconteur and will long be remembered, t oo , as a 
sure lalJ8hter raiser at many of tr,e Pre ss Club fun ctions . 

John Juke s , one of his artists, wri t es: "With the death of 
Stanley Gooch comes tlE l oss of an old fri end and' the end of an asso­
ciation extanCllll8 t o almost 30 years, · 

He was one of the few editors with a practical sense of humour 
which could be translated into material for his papers. To see him 
miming his way through a 12 picture sequence fo r the front Jl880 of th 
Jester or Funny Wonder was indeed an expe rienc e BDd no comic artist 
could fail to be stimula ted into creati ve activity . 

I liked workin g for him , If he criticised he also praised and 
appreciated both . It will tak e me a long time to get used to hi-a 
absence behind the familiax office door . I owe to him some of my 
happ i est memories of Fl eet Stre et •• • • • •• 

I Jl 1111 U I llJ! I 11111 lfN •1111111 ll ll*****N NI I 1111 NII II N 1111 U****'*"JI 1111 JfN It 1111 N IU.llilt 111111111 N*** 

MAQ!ETS WANTED: 1023, 24, 25 , 1009, 1360 , 62, 64, 65 , 69, 71, 73 . 
Can anyone help please? 
E. S, LAWRmCE, 10 CLAREMO!?r AvmilE, SUNBURY-On- T!WolES, NIDDX. 

~ - Nel son Lees, Rockets, Marvel , Plu ck , Chums, Young Britain, Uti 
ion Jacks , Boys of Empire , Digest Annuals and oth ers. S.A.E. Li s t . 
L. M. ALIBI, 13 VIKlllG CLOSE, llOllRND!OUT!I. . 

• * **ff"* * ** • 
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compiled by HERBERT LECKENBY 

We start of f with a l ett er from Frank Richards in whi ch we find 
him in frien dly disagreeme nt with Eric Fayne ' s views l ast mont h . 

Note t oo, anoth er date for Bunter on T. V, 

July 12th, 1958. 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

Thank you for t he C.D., always welcome ani always inte r esting ; 
and the latt er adject iv e applies especially to Eri c Fayne ' s article. 
I wouldn't agree with Eric that the author had t oo maey i rons in trn 
fire. ChaJ18e is al ways good both for an author and his work . Some 
of my happiest hours were s pent writing the "Rio Kid". I enjoyed 
every line; and came back from Texas to Greyfriars r efreshe d by lllY' · 
day off in a r emote region . It was t he seme with "King of the I slands" 
ar.d "Cedar Creek". A writer sticking whol ly to a single subject may 
get into a rut; and ·the autho r' s excursions t o the South Seas and trn 
Canadian be.ckwoods helped , I believe , in keeping the "Magnet" up to 
what I would modestly describe as a fairly high standard. I fe el j us t 
the same in these lstter days . I just love writing t he Bunter Books 
andT.V. pla,'S; but I am always gl ad to get off , in the annuals , fo r a 
trip to Kenya or Texas , or on the dusty roads with "Jack of All Trades" 
and every now and t hem I dismiss the whole lot, and shut myself up with 
Horace in B.C. 23. "Keep on the move" is a good maxim for any writer. 
So there you ar e Eri c! 

With kin dest regards , 
Always yours sincerel y, 

FRANK RICHARDS. 

By the way , Bunter gives the T.V. screen s anothe r l ook-in on 
August 9th . 

* * * 
LET'S BE.. CONTROVERSIAL 

(In this serie s , Eri c Fayne touches on certain matters of in t eres t to 
students of t he Hamilt on papers . He gives his own vi ews superficially. 
If you will wri to t o him , expr essing your opini ons on th e topics he 
discusses, he will sun:marise read.ors ' views in a future issue. ) 

No. 17, WHICH WAS PREFERAJlLE - A SCHOOL SE'l'l'ING OR OT!lmWISE? 
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It might be true t o s ay that lovers of school stories are not 
generally keen on adventure tale s - and vice versa. As the Magnet 81 
Gem catered for scoool sto ry enthusiasts , we should perhaps have som, 
doubt ss t o the wisdom of the policy of t ho lsst deca de or loneer of 
the 1188net, which devoted long periods of time to se ri es of travel 81 

adventure. Yet they seem to have been W>quostionab ly successful , en, 
so the 1188net vss ab l e to make tre most of both worlds . 

I preferred the boys at schoo l , but it i s a mild preference , 81 

I great ly enjoyed the chllll80 of l ocale in tl-.. holidays , th""8b I thiJ 
it was a mistake when the holiday se ri es were st.-etched out to cover 

,number of weeks far in excess of the nor ml school holidays . Prolon, 
at ion never occurred with th e Christmas series , and , with very few 
exceptions , theso are among my favourite series . 

In thi s month' s Controversial Echoes, Rog,,r Jenkins comment s 
that in later years t he forei!!)l travel se ri es l ost their lll88ic, and 
this is certainly true. The Texas series and the Mauleverer-South 
Sess series both appeared in 19TI, and, apart from the fact that I 
regard both these series ss well below standar d, two foreign series 
one year wore at l esst one too many. These followed the Brazil ser 
of the pr evious year , another set of ta l es over which I have never b 
ab l e to work up any enthusiasm . Even if they had all been first cl a 
three l ong forei!!)l series within ei,1lteen months waa surely mistaken 
policy in a school story paper. · 

Ui;til the Brazi l se ri es, I had enjoyed every forei!!)l series 
wit hout exception , but the episodic style of the last three travel 
series, which told chiefly of the evil machinations of some vi ll ian 
who wss temporarily foiled at the end of each story , became t edious . 

'!'l'.o cat'Svsnning and hiking series had tremendous charm, both in 
setting and incident, and they successfully overcame the fact tha t, 
with the passing of time, th e theme inevitably l?ecame a litt l e hack ­
neyed . I have prai sed the Gem' s ' Old Bus • se ries so often that I 
will not dwell on it again , and merely say that I conside r it the 
perfect English holiday series . I regard what Mr. Wilde, in this 
month's Echoes, call s tm 'inoonsequential' type of handling aa the 
most successful for this class of series , and I found tba 'Water Lil 
series marred by the oonnecti.ng link of the villian chssin8 th e schc 
party, ail idea overplayed in l ater years . 

l!r . Hamilt on's stor i es in tba Gem and 14a8net offered great 
variety of theme, and all tastes were skil fully cat ered f or in seasc 
One aspect of his genius is happily exempl ified in this ini"ini te 
vari ety. If one particular series did not appeal t o us, we -bad t he 
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k:n0Vled8" that eome othe r readers were undoubtedly enjoyiiig i t , and 

the aeries due to follow would pr obab~ be ' right up our street' . 

Provi din g the unwelcome aeries did not go on for too long - and hare 

was tbs risk of any se r ies of giant l ength - we had nothing of which 

to complain , and most of us welcomed the p.,rely scoool st ories , the 

thrillers , and the fn8lish holiday se r ies , and those of foreign 

trave l as they appeared in the ir tu:m. Few of us would have willed 

things to have been fundamental~ diffeNn t from whet tmy vere . 
It ' s just my point of view. ilhat ' s yours? 

* * * 
CONTROV"iliSI.AL ECiilES 

No. 15. DID A!IY OF '.llIE SIBliS OVERSTAY THEIR WELOOIIE? 

BJSIL ADAM writes : "Some of th e Greyfriars se r ies did overst ay their 

velcome . In fact, some of them, such as tm Putnam Ven Duck and tho 

~ir. Lambe .se ries vere not 'lelcomc to me at all? 
Many or the long series in the latte r years of the Magnet were 

marred fo r me by bein8 dragged out end padded. That is why I have a 

s pecial affection for most of the series which appear ed between 1925 

and 1954; they seem to 03oapo from t he unessent i al padding of later 

years . I think th o length of the se ri es did not really matter so l ong 

as t.'1a story held your attention to the very end , as in the 1925 Robel 

aeries and ~ Loder v llin81).te series of the some year . 

Tm 1924 Sahara series is a great favourite of mino , too , because 

it is very desc r iptive and is free fro m pdding. .ls soon as a series 

se«:1ed t o become long..windod , sa in the Mr. Lambe and the Warren series 

I always felt t hat I bad been 'taken for a ride ' " 

GfXJRGE SELLARS wri tea : "A l ot depends on the characters and the theme 

invo l ved in a series . I don't think royone could be bored vith tbs 

length of any seri es featuring in th e lead such popular charac ters 88 

Tom Merry , Talbot , Gussy, Lumley-Lumley, the Bowl<ler, Levison , Morn­

ington or Wharton. Even so , 8 weeks is quite enough for most of the m. 

The trave l series never seemed too long for me 88 they were always Ml 

of exciting incidents , whether in foreign lands or hiking and camPin8 

in England . Finally , I must say sane of the finest stories I evor 

rea d were Tom l'.erry adrift in London (7 s t ories) , Tom Merry ' s Doubl o 

(3 stories) , tba early Lumley- Lumley series and the early Toff seri es . " 

K>GER JENKINS vri tes: "Your point about 1he chanee in t he use of the 

series sys t em is origiJ:lal , but it is I think undoniab~ accurate, 

After th o Stscey s eries in 1935 there was not one Magnet eerie & in 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~23,<;-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

which either th e plot or the charac t er developed. This . i s not to say 
that some of the individual s t ori es in the vari ous se ri es ver e not of 
hil'Jl standard, but cert ainly none of t he la ter series as a whole 
exer cised the compelling attraction of the earlier ones. The chango 
may have been br ought about as a result of editorial policy ; it cer-­
tai nly meant tha t the casua l reader would be more inclined to bey the 
odd copy . 

Series which I though t overs tayed their wel come were , int e r ali 
t he Warren and Compton series, the Bertie Vernon and Lembe series. I 
also have T1Ilf doubt s about th e len gth of t he Skip se ri es . Foreign 
holidays in later years seemed to lose something of their maiP-C, ,md 
could cheerful ly have dispensed wit h half the Texas and South Sea 
series of 1937. 

Sin ce t he chaJl8" in the series system did not take place until 
1935 , Rookwood and St . Jim ' s l argely escaped the disadvantages of the 
!)hongo, t hough the Wild Wes t episo des in t he Boy ' s Fri end were pro­
l onged for many months. Thes e were , hovever, many se ri es _,..._in 
one, and the t roub l e was caused by tro editor ' s decision t o see 
whet.>ier the Fi stical Four could success fully l eave Rookwood pe,,nanent 
Since this was a change of bacl<ground rath er 'than an inordinate ly lon 
single series , I s houl d t hink i t true t o say that Rookwood alon e of ~ 
schools never overs t ayed i ts welcome. What quality was it, I wonder, 
that made Owen Co"luest unique in this respect?" 

GEOFFREY H. WILDE wri te a: "It is true that I:l8IIY of th e Magnet se ri e 
having br ought a tr ain of events t o soioo kind of central poin t, were 
then artificially prol onged by a number of independent episodes that 
ioorely ill ustrated , and did not r eal ly devel op, t he given s ituat ion. 
How t iresome these episodes becaioo depended on the cen tral i dea - t oe 
delicately poised a crisis could not convin cingly stoy in suspension 
for l ong - and , of course , on t heir merit as individual tales ; but 
sev eral of the longe r s er ies do r a the r sag in the middl e . I would 
consi der th e China se r i es a case in point, especially, perhaps , be­
cause few began and ende d in such gripping s tyl e. Doubtle ss , too, · 
this acc ounts for t he appeal of the more inconsequential tal es - the 
F.iking or We.te l' Lily series - where episod i c treatment is perfectly 
in keeping , and we can gi ve in wholly to cham of se tting, 

The Jim Valen tin e se ri es ( 11 weeks) began promisingly , and 
re ached a hit#> l evol in the third s t ory. Pl ot · construction and the 
interplay of char ac t e r made thi s an excell ent yan:i, and f ores hadowed 
a fas inating line of devel opnent. Unfortunately, th e ensuin8 weeks 
mere ly played over a sing.l e implaus ibl e gambit and , no real resoluti, 
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being possib l e , the series expired with a gro t esque coincidence, 
leaving loo se rods lying about eve:rywhere; it remains to me an almos t 
total dwp ppointma nt . 

In t he Compton series ( 11 weeks ) we had a beautifully planned 
opening . There was a change of locale aft e r 7 weeks and, full of 
incident t o too la s t, the series came t o a sa ti sfying climax. l 
didn 't find i t a word to o l ong. 

Finalzy, my vot e for th e most over due ending of t ie l ot; th e 
Texas series of 1937 . " 

ERIC FAYNE com ents: " lt :i.s clea r thet in Blue cover and Red co ver 
days , the supply of pl ot s seemed t o th e aut hor and the edito r to be 
unonding . .A.s a result of this out l ook , many a tip-top pl ot was 
curious ly ha.'ldled and d:i.sposcd of , when much longer treatment and 
develol.'llent would have been a very d:i.stin ct advantage . In the closing 
years , t he pendulum swung to the oth er oxtr emo, and pl ot s seemed to 
be so precious that t hey were stret ched t o th e ut most , t he very last 
drop of drama or comedy being squeezed out of them. The result was 
the ultra -l ong se rie s of la te r years , some of which , wi t hout doubt, 
overstaye d t heir wel come. 

* * * 
Here are some posers f or you . The donor of the s/- wishe s to 

remain anonymous, but you know him well. 

ASX ME ANOTHER - No. 1 

1 • Who was Blumpy? 
2. What was "Bom Tir ed? 11 

3. In which J8per did Constable CUddlecook appear? 
4. What criminal featured in "The Case of the Bogus J udge"? 
5. Who inventod Ferr ers Lord? 
6. How :oany i ssues of t he Gem were published? 
7 . Why did Talbot win the King ' s Pard on? 
8 . Who was influenced by "A Christmas Cc.rol "? 
9. What paper was first publishe d on October 11th, 1912? 

10. Who was Kit Hudson? 
11 • What was Tnlbot Baines Reed I s fira t serial in the B. 0 . P .? 
12. Which School was near t he village of Chado? 

5/- t o tho s ender of the fir st corr ect answers recei vol by the 
Edi t or. 10 points to his Cl ub Branch. · Points will be totalled each 
month. Which Club is th e best - info:nned on hobby msttere2 

.Answers nert mont h , plus the second set of questions. 
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I};: ~ 11 ~ 1a r~ 19 ~ 
20 ':%' 21 

We haven •t had a Cross-word 
late l y . Well, here • s one b: 
Eric Lawrence . Answers nex: 
month. 

* * * 
CLUES ACROSS 

1. Rivals of the Terrib l o Th 
7. Useful hiding places 
8 • Inky CO\D'lty? 
9. Skimpole se ldon has enoug 

12 . Very :r<>fi'eshing in s=er 
13. Backed by Smithy in Franc 
15. Seni or 
16. Lemonade 
17. Tiny 
20 . Nigel by the firesido 
21 . Junior 
22. Sharp man (2 word 6 & 5) 

* * * 
CLUES DOWN: 1 • Bring age t o te a fo r masters and prefects only . 
2. A mixod r a id on t ho moderns? Too dry. 
3. Loder is a hard one to task. 4 . Comic. 
5. Chee~ t he books . 6 . Den Dare and Co. 
10 . Much llkin to Fi shy ' s denls. 11. Spaniel . 
14 . Often emptied over Coker. 15. Spoken in Ogilvy 's home? 
IS . Found in tinber. 19 . Fatima . 

* * * 
DO YOU REMEJ.IBIB? By Roger M1 Jenkins 

!lo. 30 - Bovs I Friends a:13 - 847. (S . O. L. No. 32) 

The wartime s t ories of Rookwood were on the whole much better 
than those of Greyfi'iers ani St . J im ' s , but the quality of t he writi: 
was decidedly uneven a t tim es , no doubt as a r esul t of the uncertain 
of the auth or' s movements . The coming of Kit Err oll in llos. 831-83' 
for instan ce , had been related in an excepti onally fine manner , and 
a lre ady been _reviewed in this series in No. 93 of th e C.D. The next 
se ri es t o f eature Mornington , in Nos. 843 - 847 of the Boys ' Friend 
( the 1Erb ert Series) was scarcely comparable in quality, but it 
assumes some importance because it marked a crucial stage in the _sag: 



of Valentine Mornington. 
li was in No. 8 11 that Y:ornington had found the waif 'Er bert and 

had persuaded his guaroian to provide f or him at Rookwood. By a 
curious twist of fate , it bec ome known nt the beginning of th e 'Erbert 
series that th ere was a missing hei r with a prior right to tm Morning­
ton monies , and when Hornington saw the wito[staka ble birthma:dc on 
'llr bert •s should or, knew it was the waif he had befriended who would 
depri ve him of his inheritance of twenty th ousand a ye,u:. 

The plot was embellished a little . Lattrey ' s father was t he head 
of a fim of enquiry agen t s who were trying to trace tlE missing heir, 
and Lattrey was willing to keep his father in ignorn.'lce of the discov ­
ery if Mornington made it wort h his while. Moroington for his part 
oould not moke up his mind what t o do , and finally in v. very melodrama­
tic scene he at t empted to push ' Erbert over n cliff ' into a quarry. 

It was on the whole unsatis fac t ory (a rare thing in the Rookwood 
sal)!I), and the t rouble was undoubtedly due to the failure t o devel op 
the situa ti on. There was a auspicion of crude oonstruction of the plot 
and a certain lack of polish in t!E writing that made the reader wonder 
whether it would stand COl!IJ>lrison with th e series imnediately bef ore 
and after . But whatever the merits of the series, it s importance in 
the general run of Rookwood stories cann ot be ove?'-empbaised . Mornillg­
ton was at all times the most striking cha ra cter in the Fourth Form, 
and thi s series marked the end of his days of wealth and ostentati on . 
Ahead of him lay comparative poverty and considerable humiliati on, whil­
st ahead of the reader lay gcod se r ies in pl enty . The ' Erbert ser ies 
als o acted as a bridge between what may rougly be called the "old" and 
the "new• Rookwood sto ries . Scarcely any Rookwood tale afte r this 
series shewed any marked defects or signs of tent a tive harxlliu g. It · 
was as t !J:>"8h Owen Corquest had , by depriving Valent ine ,'iomington of 
his fortune, decided t o teminste the period of experimentat i on . The 
success that attended his efforts after this time is too familiar to 
every ilamil t onian collecto r to require any comnent here. 

I I I JI • Jt I I I I N I I JI I JI I I I I N I I I 111 I************* k I I I If I I I I I It I I I I I I I II I I*'*******"* 

OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SEX:TIO!I hIBT.ING - JULY a:lth , 1958 

Glorious weather and a gra.."l.d 'Nelson Lee' meeting at the reaidwce 
of Bot, and Laura Blythe . A good muster of stalw arts to view once again 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~43~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

the complete set of all th, "Nel son Lee Libraries". A so:nJ11ptious 
f eed in the 'Ancient House ' 8lld with several good quizzes, a grand 
mystery debate plus a very humorous reading by Roger Jenkins ma.de the 
gathering a very heppy one. Good progres s was r epo rted by Roger 
Jenkins re hi s Hamiltonian secti on of the Club Libreryj by now all 
should heve received one c f th e fine catalogues thet Horace and Betty 
Robe rts so kindly 8lld ably compiled. Fortunate are Ye in our ha ppy 
rendezv ous and tbe mEmbere that do all the labours of l ove as resaros 
our hobby . The CODUJ18 aut obi ography of Captain F. E. Shew, the f§Jnou 
"Chums" autho r was mmtioned also thet of Stant on Hope. Proposal of 
thanks to the host and hostess 8lld the naming of the next meeting at 
Eas t Dulvi ch on Sunday, August 17th, brought proceeding:, t o a conclu­
si on and we left Neesden with very heppy meoories . 

UNCLE Bmr.AMIN 

* * * 
NORTHERN SEX;TION MEETING - J 2th JULY. 1958 

The rain cleared in time for t he ... eting and thirtea'l mEmbers 
turned up at 239 Hyde Park Road, in anticipat i on of a brain racking 
evening; es this month it wes the tum of Ernest Whitehead t o provide 
th e programne. 

An apol ogy for absen ce was received from Herbert who was on his 
way down t o London. Minutes, r eport on the Ches terfield trip, corres 
pondence and all the usual business matters were dealt with and then 
cheir was hBDded ovar t o Ern est fo r his quiz. A systEm of handicappi 
gave some of the menbers a number of points s tart - and how we needed 
them. Ernest must hsva burnt some midnight oil in sorting out some o 
hie ~ questi ons with a possible total of 70 points . The first and 
l as t questions were easy, but how many of us kn ew in which paper "The 
Red Rover s" appeared or who was Mrs. Sempronia Peck over? Very f ew, I 
must admit . However, the final check up shewed Bill William son , who 
s tart ed from scratch, t o be f irst with 30 points . The quiz sho ul d 
be in Australia by now to see if our friends ther e can "Ope vi th 
Ernest at his bes t. 

After refreshments a game Yes se t by Gerry Allis on. Twenty si> 
words from llagnet 295 "The Sneak' s Revenge " arranged in alphabetical 
order had t o be re-arranged in consecutive orde r to fom a readable 
paragraph. I managed to be first in this myse lf, To round off the 
progr amme we had a short game of trying t o work thr ough the alphabet 
with Christian names connec t ed -.dth St. Jim's and surnames conne cted 
wi t h Greyfriars. 



Ne:xt meeting, 9th Auguat, when it will be the tum of Jack Vood 
to provi de t he entertainm,nt. RONALD HODGSON, 

Hon. Secretary. 

* • • 
MlllLAND mx:Tlctl MEETING· - 30th JUNE, 1958 

A jolly good programne toni1>Pt, the hil'tllightbeing NollllB!l Gregory's 
talk on Buffalo Bill. Tom Porter was in the chair far the first time 
since his electi on and there were ap:,logies from 1181lbers, J ack Ingram 
amoll813t them. A gift of Sext on Blake Libraries from the Rev. A. G; 
Pound was mmtioned and favourably received. Before his main talk, 
Norman read us an article on the illll!ense value of reading to the deaf 
with special r eference t o tha pepers · of our bobby. Then on to the. Vild 
Wes t. Buffalo Bill was a r eal hero, in fact one of the national 
heroes of America. Much has been wri ttm about him some of it vecy 
true, some fi ction but it is true to sey he is a world wide her o. 
Nol'llllll gave us an autbantic biograpcy of William F. Cody illustrated 
by several illustrati ons. lie mentioned many incidents 01 th e graat 
frontiersman ' s adventures. His excepti onal gift as a horseman and a 
rifle shot . This last reference to shooting brought up tlxl topie of 
Annie Oakley. Norman told us how Annie Oakley was most ly associated 
with Wild Bill Hickock and not Buffalo Bill th ough tboy were friends 
and contemperies. Mention va.s made of our groat American writer, F.ci 
Buntllne who wrc•.e many of the Buffalo Bill yarns. Int eresting t oo 
vsa one of Noman•e exhib it s - a B.F. L. (3d. edition) writt en by Fdwy 
Searle Brooks, entitled "Buffalo Bill s Boyhood". A ro using programme 
and well worth the attenti on it received. Well worth t oo the applause 
at the end. And - Norman seys - there is more to come. 

* • * 

HARRY BROOTIB, 
Secretary. 

IIOOE\'.SIDE SPX:TION O.B.B.C. - SUNDAY. 6th JULI 

A smaller gathering than usual met at 11 Neville Road for the 
July meeting, the holidey season being, in some respects responsible 
for this. After business and financial matters had been deal th vi th 
the Chairman gave a special welcome to a new mE111ber - Mr. Harding, 
whom it is hoped will soon beoome a "regular . " 

The Secretar,v then reed in full Mr, Hovard Baker's editorial from 
this month's Sexton Blake Library, The F.ciitor•s strongl.Y he l d views 
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aroused much comment among the Club members, E>Od it was generally agre 
that he has taken the right lin e, 

Frank Umdn ' s acc ount of th e return match between the Merseyside 
Branch O.B.B. C. and Greyf riars was well received by us all , One fears 
t hat it did not carry tm hall marl< of a genuine Frank Richa~ story 
for it seemed Uere was very litt l e evidence of the true spirit of t he 
game, As far as we wer e concern ed it was th e resul t that counted , and 
so it did , for we wen by the odd run. Tea and library business f oll ow 
and we t hen tackled the next round in tm school shiel d competiti on , a 
furth er edition of Criss Cross Quiz, Once again Greyfriars in the l ea 
with St . Jim's seco nd and St, Frank's third, 

Next meeting, Bank Holiday Sunday, 3rd August at 3 .0 p.m. 

NORMAN FllAGNELL, 
Secr etary • 

.. .. * 
"THE GOLDEN OOURS CLUB" - FRIDAY, 27th JUNE 1958 

Despit e the wet weather the r e was no lack of ent husiasm sh own b~ 
the members at the above meeting. The Chairman, Arnold Keena, opened 

"' proceedings by expressing the appreciati on of the members for th e 
cordial reception aff orded our letter of greeting - it s prominent 
positi on in tm May C.D. was most gratifying to the coll ectors "Down 
Under". A l etter of greeting from Jack Murtagh in No,r Zealand vas t he 
read and members expressed t he hope that later in the year we will ha, 
the pleasure of his company at one of our meetings. A very pleasan t 
hali' - hour was spent by tho manbars reading the newspaper clippings s o 
kindly se nt by Ron Hodgson - al so the copy of t he rul es and Winte r 
Syllabus were read with great interest . ,Stan Nicholls bsd excited ow 
int eres t by his r eports o~e phot ographs taken at our previ ous inee t­
ing and wmn these wore pass ed around for general inspection , it was 
obvi ous that the photographe r had done a spl endi d j ob, 

Main f eatur e of t he evening ' s programme was most entertaining, 
two part talk by Victor Colby dealing with the styles employed by th o 
vari ous autho r s of the Sexton Blake s t or ies and this was expressed in 
bis usual interesting style . In light er vain his sec ond off ering "WS.: 
I 'm darned" was an hilari ous resu:ie of an early Blake sto ry. Arnol d 
Keena then expressed th e t hanks of th o manbers to Vict or Colby an d on 
this hapJTJ note th e meeting brok e up about 10 .30 p.m. 

BE'I'l'E PA!l!E, 
Sec retary. 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

Nostaw, 328 Stockton Lane , York. 
Phone: 25795 

* * * * * 
Continuing his report from last month , our resident correspondent 

at St. Frank's, J im Cook, produces all the old holiday flavour of the 
famous stories. He writes: -

"St. Frank ' s hasn ' t been the same since Dr. Stafford left." Lee 
said as tholl@l to himseli . He left the window and r eturned to his 
chsir. He was smiling now as if he had found a solution to a puzzle. 

•.1Th.ings may brigh t en up like old times when the doctcr returns, 11 

he said cheerfully . "And you must admit most things happened when he 
ran St. Frank's." I agreed with him there . During the time other odd 
headmasters took over notting ouch that could be called axciting tock 
place here. 

''Well, Mr. Lee, have you heard any moro !!'.bout Lord Dorrimore, since 
you r eceived the cable from lialfis Boy'!" 

Since I wrote !!T/f last let ter to the Collectors • Digest, Lee had 
heard from the happy go lu cey sporting Peer, 

"No, I haven ' t . " 11There i s some mystery which I think may 
please your r eaders . Dorrimore had been set on t aking a Jnrly to New 
Anglia t.'iis SUlllller . J.1' you know, the Antarctic Expedition has rather 
opened up new id eas about thi~ kingdom left over from t he past and 
Dorrie, and of course, lllYSeli, wanted to oontri bute to the Inte~ 
nati onal Geophysical Year ." 

"You mean you wanted to mke yourselves available to Her Majesty's 
advisors for putting t his plac e on tile map?" 

"Not exactly" smiled Lee. "I doubt whether the New Anglians would 
wish to suffer for our so called progress· by l ettin g people from this 
side of t he world ente r their domain . No, what we had in mind was a 
scientific survey after tho style of Sir Vivian Fuchs, but.not, of 
course , so spectacula r." 

''We ll, something big I!JUSt have happene d to put Dorrie off such a 
project. " I pointed out, "And won't the juniors be disappointed, or v oro 
t hey not told?" 

"First it i s as you say , something big t ha t had caused Dorrie to 
abandon the South Pol e tri p, and secondly , only Nipper knew about it. 
I'm inf er.nal.ly worried because Dorrie has mentioned in his cable about 



~~~~~~~~~~~-247~~~~~~~~~~~ 

a loat city in the Kalahari desert and, mu.eaa I om milee out , this 
refers to the loet city which Parini claimed tc have discovered in 
1885." "Are there still lost cities these days?" I grimled. 
Before repl;ying, he got up and crossed over to a cupboard. He bl'Olll; 
a :roll from it and began to unfold it. It was a map. lie pointed ot 
the great Ka1.a!>ari desert which for tm most part ie blank and only 
occaeional.l;v dotted vi th names. This part of Africa forms a closed 
book to me. All I know ie that a great part of the territory belcmi; 
tc the British Bechuanaland Protectorate, Lee told me the Kalanari 
covers some 120,CXX> square miles, which ie an area as bi g as Great 
Britain, surely. 

I stayed on for a little while longer, after which I l eft vitt 
the impression there ie a lot more behind the whereabouts of Lord 
Dorrilllore than Nelson Lee would admit. Seeking a lost city must 
surely indicate an Archaeological interest which, up to 'llOY, does 
not belong tx, Dorrie• s lll8IlY llobbiea. However, somethillg io afoot 
which promises tc relieve the dull routine of school, and I hope to 
enlarge on thie affair in r,q naxt report. 

* * * 
~· Timothy Tud<er has informed me of hie desire to become a ManbE 

of Parliaaoot. Be tells me there is a by-election pending in 
Bennington. I told him to apply for the necessary writs for such 
oceaai.ans to the Bouse of COIIIIIOOB. Can you imagine T. T. as an M. P .' 

* * * 
I have been for a boat ride on the River stove. Tbe ·other 

day was so beautiful end the river so inviting that when I saw !!and· 
forth and Co., carrying the boat out f:rom the boat-house, I asked 1.: 
there were room for me. The sumner afternoon was sweltering, and i· 
was, naturally, s half holiday or Bendy would not have been on the 
river with his chums. The eun glared dawn from a cloudless sk;y of 
blue, and there was hardly a breath of wind in the heated a1anospher, 
On such a blazillg afternoon cricket was almost painf'ul .- i.t was an 
afternoon when acarceiy a living soul wae to be found indoors. .ill 
the !louses were practically deserted. There's nothing like some fi 
weather to pxt new Ute into you. 

• * • 
In :his latest letter, Jim Cook writes:- By the tiJoe you 

read this I . shall prcbablY be en route for Africa! So much has 
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happened since I mailed 111/f l ast letter to you that I do not really 
knov ,mere to begin. 
· You vill recall that I interviewed Nelson Lee and that "" got 
arou,,d to Lord Dorrimor e 's cabl e fran the West Coast of Africa, and 
also, a guarded reference to a lost city in the Kalahsri Desert. 
Well, following that messaiie another was received from a place celled 
Gobabis statillg that a party led b1 Dorrie were fighting for tmir 
lives in a remote pll't of the Kalahari Desert, and a native runner bad 
lll8llB8"(l t o escape and bring a. ir.aasage. The cable was s f8ned by some.­
one •~ name meant notbin g· t o mos t of us wtil Nelson Lee bad a 
brainwave and rang Dr, Brett, the village medico. And the i!POd doctor 
was able to throw iiome light on the subject; For Ridgeway was the 
owner of the Mount, which, you may remember, was converted t.nto what 
1s tww the Moor View School, !Is had been a great friend of Lee and a 
long time 8l!f) had "boarded" a couple of juniors who had been tempoi,.. 
aril,y sacked! · 

Rideeway, vho had been a novelist of some repute, had gone w 
live in Africa · after selling the Jl!ount and settled . there, Because be 
kept in touch with Dr. Brett as Nelson Lee sue ss ed, the cable imnediate­
J.y beCSl!IS authentic and urgent. · It was from someone vho could be 
relied upon not to mince matters, and who was an old friend of St, 
Frank's, Nelson Lee took control at once. A party was formed, 
paclc:ing and bagg889 attended to, departure details and pasaports and 
the hundred and one th~ that go with a trip abroad. . LucldJ.y, the 
summer vacation waa about t o begin and al tlx>ugh t his party waa very 
s imilar 11:> other holiday adventur es lielson Lee still had t o get the 
parent's permisaiai of the boys wlx> were invited, Jnd I never realised 
the f eeling that wmt up an! dovn the Lover school. A feelillg that 
hinged on hatred from those· Yho could not go, and a front of black 
lookB and tensi on. It wasn •t very nice since I felt like an in-
truder, and a limited number made 111lf incl us ion in the party subject 
to sanebody being dropped out, 

Nelson Lee had 1nvi ted me to go to Afri.oa and report far 
publication at which I jumped at the chance, If we all come out of 
it eaf'ely I will send you despatches each week am give you a full 
report in the Annual, As far as I know Africa bolds no dsn&ers these 
days for anyone, Where dense jungles once stood are now modem :nm­
ways f or B1fiftly moving planes and mud huts ha\>-e given -.ay to sq­
scmper botels. 

• * * * ..... * .. . 
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