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AliOTHm VEl'ERAN AUTHOR PASSES: The death was recently announced of 
"Herbert Strang" or it would be more correc t to say one half of 
"Herbert Strang" for it seems that the popular stories published 
during the first 30 years of the century were ell the work cf a two 
man partnership . The one whose death occurred at Reading two or 
three weeks ago was Goorge Herbert Ely; his ,w-tner was Charles 
James L'estrange, who died in 1947. 

They wrote about 50 books; nei the.r ever wrote a complete one 
on his own. The plo ts were worked out together. Mr. L 'est~who 
had travelled wid e ly, supplied tm local colour , and !lr. E~ did the 
actual writing . 

The partnership began in Glasgow in 1903, and was actually 
more than a literary partnership sin ce they both later joined the 
sta ff of the Oxford University Press for which they worked for more 
than 30 years . 

* * * 
MORE ABOUT THE .Ai'TNUAL: Since last writing the ever reliable "t-.ins" 
Eric Fayne and Roger Jenkins have delivered their contributions. 
Eric calls his "Hail and Farewell" and Roger "1935-1937 The .Auh.mn 
Years of th e Magnet." 

Through unavoidable circtm1stnnces Roger I s article is sho rter 
than usual, but there's one consolation, it leaves somthing to look 
forward to next year . 
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The York Duplicating Services are co-operating splendidly, and 
already about 70 pages are in type, .And so I set out for my usual few 
days "rest" in London town. You all know what a tonic that is to 

Yours sincerely, 
HERilERT LmKE!IBY 
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FOR SALE: Bound volumes of i·lagnets, G<!ms, Boys• Friend Weekly al so 
I'ennyPopulars, Boys• Realros and comics. S.A.E . for List. 
NA1JRICE KUT!,"IB, 56 NEWICK ROAD, CLAPION, LONDOII, E. 5. 

FOR SALE: Magnets Noa. 398, 411, 434, 464, 471, 487-8 , 514-8, 5Z'l, 
~59 8, 608-612, 737, 742- 53, 794, 845, 848 , 861, 875, 89S-9 19, 
958, 102S-1098 , 1102, 1355-6 . 
WANTED: Ma@lets Nos. 1104--1132 and 1175-1204. S ,A.E. Please do not 
~ney at thia stage, 
HORACE V. ROBERTS, 12 Clairview Road, Streatham , London, S.W, 16. 

~: C.De. Vols. 4-1 0 Nos . 37- 120. 1 missing, Annuals: 1950-
1, 2, 4, 5, 6. ~: Gems - 1, 197, 1047, 1051, 1072, 1087, 1088 
Magnets - 1378, 1379. Bunter sn:i Merry Annuals . Have Gems and 
Ms@'lets for exchange. Offers to: 
J , SMTH, 36 LANGHAM ROAD, NEWCASTLE ON TYNE, 5, 

Choice Magnets for exchange including "Congo 11
, "Caravanning'' , ser i es 

etc. I desperately need l',agnets 447 , 540, 553, 882, 1046, 1089, 1047, 
1092, 1117, 1162, 1175 , 1179, 1180, 1191, 1194, 1244, 1259 , 1272 , 1273 
and others. !lust be in good condition . Exchange suggestions wel ­
comed. My inferior copy of any item offered thrown in . Write airmail. 
CHARLES VAN Rmlll, BOX 50, UITEllllaGE, SCUTH iLFP.lCA, 

Can ne hel me to com lete collection of re resentati.ve comic 
~? I need one copy only and will pay 5 - each for the followin@ 
Bo-Peep, Merry Mid get, :ilazzler, Bouncer, Coloured 1 Sunny , Merry noments 
Sparkler (Trapps Holllles} ! Cheerful , Rocket (Comic) , Jungle Jinks, 
Chicle's Own (before 1936) , Summer. 
L, PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE RO.u>, EAST DUL'ifICH, LONDON, S.E . 22. 

~: The Jester. Any copies for years 1919-20-21 . 
G, DAVIES, 15 KNOWSLEY ROAD, ST. HELEi.PS, :U.'«:S. 
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f3&t f?_ ia n a 
conducted by Jcm:PIIDIE PACK!'.AN 

27 Archdale Road, East Duhich 1 London, S ,E, 22 . 

I am glad to say that the information regarding t he true identity 

o: the creator of George !iarsden Plumer has reached me in ti.me for 

in c lus ion in this month's Blakiane. It is always pleasing to learn the 

answers t o questions pertaining to Bl.eke l ore, particulArly ques ti ons 

of t his cali bre. il as, man,, important questions rill for ere r remain 

unanswered , but in l earning the aut horshi p of the f irst G.M. P. s t ory we 

can say that et leas t one big problem has been so lwd . 
The second pert of Victor Colby's "ilal. I'm Derned" appears this 

mon th. It is a pity I had to 'break' it owing to its length , but I 

think you will agree that the 'break' has not spoilt the cont inuity • 

.And now I must tell you tha t I have enough material in hand for 

next month' s Bl akians - snd thet is all ! It is s l ong time since I 

had to insert an s.o.s. for articles, but if al l azy r eaders and "support,.. 

era on:l,y sent me ONE short article I should never have to worry you . 

How about it, rJ1if Blake chUIDS? . . . 
\/AL I'M D!ID1ED 
by Victor Colby 

(Part Two) 

JOSI3 PACKIUN 

In Sydney, Blake met up vi th th e crooks , was hit ow r the head 

end 'ell his senses stunned ', but one of the crooks had ;p.ven ven t to 

the exclsmstiOD •st . Peter" and with masterly deductions Blake decided 

he was Russian, so on awaking from his e,forced coma, end finding t he 

crooks (;()ne, he knew what to oo. 
"Brisbane by special trein to catch the boat to Holy Russia " ha 

barked . 
But did he and 1':lnker arrive in t ime f or the boat? !lo sil: , With 

hi s U3Ual execrable lu ck only the stem er' s wake remained t o be. seen . 
11.I. tug" shouted Blake to the skipper on board 11 harbour tug "five 

pounds if you ca t ch her . • 
Apparently the British method was not unkJIOl(lin Australis , as , 

vi thout srg,m,ent, the skipper hopped to i t and caught the st011lDer after 

an exciting chase , enabling Blake to board her, to the crooks cha¢n. 
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Bloke wait ed in his cabin until t he Russian crook passed the 

open doorway, then jerked him in. He lifted his right arm rap i dly, 

and brought his fist down in a 9'11113hirlg blow between the Russian I s 

,yes . Moving vi th the speed of wind, Blake tore open the pris oner 's 

clothes , while Tinke r threw a pillow on his face and sat on it . Under 

{he Russian's undervest, which Blake did not hesitate to tear past 

further use, were the stolen Britis.>i plans. Blake bundled t he Russian 

out on to the gangway and give hie a parting kick . 

Tinker capered in wild triUDphant glee. "Good old Union Jack!" 

he cried. "Tllat ' s the flag to give 'em snuffle and sneeze !" 

"Only the jewels are wanted now" said Bl ake , as if notl"J.ng had 

happened . 
Near the straits between north and south island of I gallant and 

picturesque Japan I disaster fell . The ship was wrecked, Blake 

rendered unconscious by a falling stanc hion, and t he plans stolen from 

his unconscious person by the co11ardly trio , Crawshaw , llitwist le and 

the Russian . 
"An you going on )1r. 3lake?" ask ed Tinke r. 
"I never turn back , Tinker" replied Blake grimly. 

On to Vladi vostock, then Mukdon in Nanchuria . Here they pursued 

the crooks through the Temple of Borbidden Tombs, and eeme across a 

hidden hoard of je·,els from the l'.anchu Kings . 
' Even Blake was huruan in his willingness to accept as much of 

this earth I s riche s as he could get. With dr-; humour he filled his 

pockets and left the t""ple with ri ches enoueh to buy • large slice 

of the Chinese Empire, only Blake prefe rred to buy a pi ece of England . 

Passing thr ough Siberia by trsin, Lake Baikal was re ached, and 

Blake crossed it on one of 'those wonder ful English lll!lde boat s buil t 

at Newcastle on Tyne I which carry the trains across the water. 

The Urals were reached. At tha crooks' insti~ tio n, tbe Cossack 

came at Blake with a rush of fixed bayo net s . Out came :Slake I s revol ­

ver which was lev ell ed at the Cossacks with a hand of iron. 

"Stand off " he said, "I represent t he British Govornm,nt and am 

c.n His Britannic Jf,ajesty •s se ryi ce . Lay hands on me a t your pe ril. I 

shoot the first me.n down to come a step nearer, and our governmen ts ca 

settle it af terward.,." 
While t he Cossa cks were getting over their astonishment Blake 

caught t he train to St . Petersbur g. The cro oks dropped off the train 

alo ng the line, but Blake was not concerned. 
"They ' re going soutb-west· t o lli j ni Novgorod, Tinker" Blake 

exclaimed I as comfortably as if he was just going t c sit down to some 

nice British mutton cutlets in Baker Street.' 11\le ' re goine there too, 



only we' 11 go there more comfortably." 
''Yell I'm ji~red", said Tinker, "talk about taking the 

champion bun, Mr. Blake; blowed if you don •t take a whole bl essed 

beker ' s shopful. • 
.lt Nijni Novgorod, Blake found 'the en""I}' were working through 

.lustria-Ilunei,ry. 
On then to Budapest, Vienna, thm throu&h Italy into France , 

away to l!aneilles, On to .lden by boat, than Bombay, across India to 

Benea]., Anothe r boat to Vancouver, then across Canada to Quebec . But 

always the crooks were a_jump ahead; but Blake would lay the rescale 

by their heels yet, or never be Sexton Blake again. So acro ss the 

Atlant ic to l!aneilles . 
it Marseilles Blake became the eager bearer again . 11 A special 

train to Paris - I must have it . You must authoris e it , and guarantee 

the cost on behalf of the governmEnt", Blake barked at the consul. 

Blake, being irresistible, got his train. 
While pursued across across Paris, thB crooks separate , t he 

Russian ascending the tower of Notre Dame. Blake , hot on his heels , 

saw him trying to hide on the outside ~ of the parapet. He crept 

forward . The Russian slipped. Yith a wild des.reiring shriek be 

dropped, and vent hurtling headlong, a venishing black mass, to the 

earth. Blaka decided not to follow him over, but to use the more 

OOIIIDDllplsce stairway as his means of descent. 1he plans were ~ 

covered, and awey vent Blaks at top speed to t he Gere de L' Est. Here 

at last he pounced on the remaining crooks , Crawshaw and Entwistle . 

For a mo9Ellt they tried to struggle and break away, but at last their 

great flieht of 50,<XX> miles was ended, and th e jewels recovered . 

m this, and a surprise ending too ! For unknown to Blake until 

the end, zhtvistle the crook was not Major Henry Bertram Entwistle, 

retired, of Scotj..and Yard after all , but a llajar Bolt on Huntle y Ent­

wistle of ths Indian .lrmy, attached to the Yar Office . The two were 

tvin brothers! 
Val I 'm Darned! !: 

• • • 
UNION JACK TITLES - YlWI 1916 (JULY - mx:D!Bffl) 

No, 664 The !louse of Secrets ...... ···--· .. ··-- ·-·· - ······ ···- ····- ---~ Blai r 
No. 665 Seaplace X4 ......... ..... .. .. . . .. . ........ .......... .. ... J.. Murray 

No. 666 llho killed Simon Phaley? ... ..l. Blair 

No. 667 The Case of th e Cin""'8 Star ....... . ··-··- ··· ····--···· · · ....... 11. Osborne 

No. 668 The .&mazing Case of t he Blind Fiddler (Kestrel) ... L. Jackson 



No. 669 
No. 670 
No. 671 
No. 672 
No. 673 
No. 674 
No. 675 
No. 676 
No. 677 
No. 678 
No. 679 
No. 680 
No. 681 
lfo. 682 
No. 683 
No. 684 

A "Corner" in Vanilla (Yvonne) .. G. H. Teed 
The Mystery of Rookwood Towers ... W .) '., Graydon 
The Bogus Confession (K. Maitland) . . .................. M. Osborne. 
The Mystery of the Inari Treasure (Losely) ... C, Hayter 
The Case of the White Fugitive (Kestrel) . .. . . ...... L • .Jackson 
Who was .Jasper Drew? . .. .......... ........ ... ... W. M. Graydon 
The Detective I s Ordeal (Dirl< Dolland) R. Murray 
The Food Profiteer (Lawless l A. Murray 
The Fool's Highway (Kestrel . ... L • .Jackson 
Who was the Thief? .... A. Murray 
The Case of too Third Partr.er A. Blair 
The Hidden Hand (D. Dolland - . R. Murray 
The Moor House ft,stecy ...... C. Hayte r 

~;~~e~! ~;i;:,,~1~~;) . .. .... ! : HM!::don 

The Poison Fumes (Kestrel). . ..... ....... .. . L. Jackson 
No. 685 The Bloo God (Rymer. Yvonne) .... . . . . . ............... ·········-· G. H. Teed 

(Xmas Double Number, dated 25.11 . 1916) 
No. 686 T'aa Case of the Bogus Detect ive ( The Bat) . 
No. 687 The Curious Case of the Crol.'n Prince.· 
No. 688 In Double Harness (Nelson Lee) .. 

R. Murray 
A, Blair 

No. 689 The Great Hoax (Kestrel) 
No. 690 Held In Trust 

R. Murray 
.... . ... L • .Jackson 

... A. Blair 

(NUl!lber 664 is dated 1st July, 1916, &nd Number 690 is dated 30th 
December , 1916,) 

* * * * * 
THE CREATOR OF GIDRGE MARSDEN PLUMMER 

By ;/ . 0 . G. Lofts 

One of the biggest :aysteries in Blake l cre - and one that has 
been the subject of much writing - is the creator of too ex-Scotland 
Yard man turned crook! George r'...arsden Plummer. 

It must be remembered that in the early days of the "Union Jack" 
(Blake stories) and "Sexton Blake Library" the author's name was not 
given . Thus, from the time the first Plum::ier story appeared in the 
year 1908 (seven years before the first S.B.L . ) entitled 11T'ne !-!an from 
Scotland Yard" (U • .r. seoond series No, 222, dated 11th .January, 1908) 
no concrete evidence has ever been forthooming as to the name of the 
vri ter of the s tocy and creator of this now famous character, 

J.n some of the C. Digest Annuals and the monthly C,D' s, 1 various 
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theories haV3 been put f011tard in favour of certain vri tars of that 

particular early peri od, and perhaps at this point it would not be 

inappropriate to list - far tho rocord - all the 11:novn writers who used -

t he character GEORGE MlllSDffl PLO!f!ER. Here, then , are the names: Marl<: 

Osborne, George l!.amilton Teed, Lewis Carlton, Marl< Darren, Walter 

Edwards (Val ter Shute) and Michael Stom. 
Now, I lmev that Marl< Osborne (J ohn w. Bobin) did not create 

Pl..aer, for I know this author's son, Donald, quite veil, and during 

" recent conversation with him be told me that his father took ow r 

PlUlllller from another writer but did not knOII his name. (Incidental l y , 

Donald Bobin vorked an the "Detective Weekly" in its 'dyi,Jg &lys1 r<>­

vriti.ng old Blske yarns far its peges.) 
It is therefore with much pleasure that I can nOII reveal - thanks 

to the courte sy of the Aaialgamated Press, and to whom I am indebted for 

tlE documentruy in!onnation - that the first story of George Marsden 

Pl.,-er wss written by (snc!. pe;,ment for same made to) IIICIIAEL STORM, 

vhicb was his real name. 
In obtaining this incontrovertible evidence of authorship , I must 

also pey a tribute to rrr:, good friend Walter Webb. Walter has written 

at great lqth on the subject, and - al tho1J81l unable to prove 1 t - has 

every conviction, by comparison vi th ear lier work of Michael Storm, 

that tii1.s was tlE creator of Pl.U11111er. Congratulations, Walte r! 

.b r eaders of filaldana are already aware, in rrr:, search far :i.n­

fonnation on Blake I am in frequoot contact vi th quite a nmber of 

editors, authors and artists, both peat and presm t day I and shortly 

after the proof of PlU11111er1s creator reached ,.. it was IO' pleasure to 

meet a very elder ly suth or who knew Michael St orm sli ghtly . In the 

course of conversation I learnt that Storm based his charact er on a 

real - life person by the ll8ID8 of Henry Pl'Lllllller, 

This Henry Ph11111er lived near Virginia City, u.s . .1.., in the 

1860s, 8Ild was just like •our• Pl.Ulllll8l' - an Officer of the Law tumed 

crook! In those far off da.Y• Henry Pl.U11111er was a sheriff, and under 

the cloak of his official Office he or8"llised a gang of thiev es end 

cut-throats vho dabbled in eve:cy type of crillle . 111.s exploits were on a 

~ vi th th ooe of our cri.JDinal character, the me.in difference beill€ 

(ac cording to the records in the file s of the British Museu111, which I 

looked up) that l!eruy PlU11111er vss finally exposed and hung on the very 

gallows which he, as Sheriff, had ordered to be erected!!! 

• ********* • 



HAMILTONIANA 
~ompiled by HERBERT LIDKENBY 

The correspondence page of the "Sunday Times" had an unusual 
appearance on Sept«nber 14th for it had quite a large repr<duction 
of the C·over of Magnet, No. 30, Under it was the following interestin,> 

letter: THE BOYS IN STUDY NO 1 1 

Sir, - I feel sure that a number of your r eaders will be interested to 
learn that a copy of the "Magnet" dated Septanber 5th, 1908, has quite 
by chance come into my possession. It was found stuffed behind an old 
cistern which was being removed. For the collector I would say that 
it is No. 30, Vol. 1. As the old est "Magnet " in my collection is from 
the year 1927 this is indeed a valuable find, and it was surp rising 
to discover that those appearing in 1908 were very similar in appear­
ance to the last 1x> core out in 1940, 

Of eourse the style alt ered considerably over the years, and I 
now know that Levison was indeed at Greyfriars before going to St. 
Jim's and that Carberry was I.oder's predecesso r, Johnny Bull isn't 
mentioned and Wharton, Cherry, Nug,,nt, Inky and Bunter shared Study 
Nu. 1. It would be very interesting to know who the artist was, 

P. L, Robey - Bri ghton. 

It goes without seying lhat a number of our manbers, including 
Ben Whiter, Bill Lots and myself wrote the editor to infom Mr. Robey 
that the artist at that time was Hutton Mitchell, and that he continued 
until A. H. Clarke took over. 

The following Sunday two letters were published one from Frank 
Richards and the other from a niece of Arthur Clarke, Both were 
evidently under the impre ssion jj; - Arthur Clarlce at the time of No. 
30, An error easy to lll8ke after all these years, 

In the interests of accuracy however, it was decided at the 
London O.B.B,C. meeting that a letter should be written to the "Sunday 
Times" in the name of the Club saying that the artist was undouUedly 
Hutton Mitchell. 

Now more controversy over our own fami liar an:1 popular features . 

* * .. 
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

(In this series, Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to 
students of the Hamil ton papers. He gives his own views superfic~ 
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I f you will write to him, expres sill8 your opinions on the topics he 

di scusses, be will sumsrise readers I views in a future issue . ) 

No. 19. DID ROOKWOOD ll!VE SOM!.'l'l!IilG LACKED BY GRErnlliRS & ST, JIM 13 

In some ways, perha ps. ?ne Rookwood Story was the most consist­

ently handled, but it was obvious l y easier for an author to be consist ­

ent over 11 years of Rookwood than over 32 years of t he MB8net . There 

is en intimacy about Rookwod t hat i s only j:ound from tillle to ti me at 

St . J im' s, where , for l ong periods , t he major players became a minor 

ba~ in a way tha t never obtained at Roolorood. The Rc,okwood 

canvas is smaller, the number of chara ct ers far mor e re s trained , One's 

interest remains f ocussed on the leadill8 characters fl'O<l f irst t o l as t , 

Certain plot s remain peculiar to Rookvood to this day, end they 

are precious to the collecto r. I oonsider that Rookwood stories of 

~lis h holidays hove a charm end atr.iosphere all thei r om , a joyous­

ness .'hich i s never qui t e equal l ed in th e MB8net , and cnly surpassed 

by the Gen' s "Old Bus" series . St . Jim ' s and Greyfruirs had blots on 

their es cutcheons at t imes over t he years - there were occasions when 

a road"1" fel t irritated and di spleas ed ,1i th both. 

I r ecall no such f eel ings over Rookllood, and cnn bring t o clind 

only two cino r blo t s - Texas Lick, who was dropped eventual],y , and 

Gunner and Co. , t !>e Rcokwood version of CrundY and Co. 

But in characterisation I regard Rookwood as far inf eri or to 

either Greyfriars and St . JiJ:i 's . Dr. Cbisholll: was a fine study of a 

pedantic and dos;:,atic pedagogue, superior as a pen-paintill8 to Dr, 

Helmes, tho11€b not so likeab l e , a:ld more consi s ten t than Dr, Locke, 

The obstinate , blundering Lovell ,1as a sure t ouch, t ending to 

become irr i tatinc in large doses, as such people do in real life , 

Who else was there? Mornington1 certainly. Sc-me of the fines t 

school tal es of all ti.me featured Mom ingto n, and he has his pl aca in 

t :10 hall of fame. .But was he a part i cularly original charscter study? 

The Momington-Erroll series was a ixroduct of the era in ·,hich 

it 11as written - its t hane can be found duplicated at other llamilton 

schools of tha t decade. The Momington-Lattrey aeri es and tbe ..iorn­

ington- ' Erbert series (melodramt i c , as Roger Jenkins has truly 

observed , tholl4lh that mid>t not 1118t te r much to the avel"889 reader) 

both contain clever etchings, but they have not worn 11ell . ill thr ee 

ere a li ttl e dated in tl: ecie, but t hey helped t o establish Momingtcn 

on not out s tandingly novel lin es . In my opinion , the finest charscter 

work on l!omingto n i s in tm serie s when he t ook th e captaincy f'ran 

Jimmy Silver - superior , I t hink , to th e Maf}let aeries in which the 

Bounder ous ted Harry llhartion. But, if a vote were taken , I fenc y 
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thn t Mornington would run third to Vernon-Smith and Carde w, though I 
personally, always pre ferred norny to Card ew. 

Isolated instances can be gi ven of good character work on Raby, 
but generally speakin g, he is little but e. treasured name , Mr. Manders, 
again on vecy isolated occasi ons, is seen as a wort~while study 
instead of as a free.kishly severe lllllStar, in tha SaJ:le wey that there 
are a few superb studies of rlr, Selby in the Gero. 

Anyone else? Putty Grace del:i,;hted as the boy with a prolensity 
for prec tical jokes, but when the theme wore thin , there wes not a lot 
left to him . Clarence Ouffy , a jolly, larger-than-life picture of the 
simple youth who is always causing trouble with the best intentions -
pleasanter than either Sk:i..mpole or Alonzo, but lacking the cleverly depi 
ted smug ,md obstinate ref orming qualitie s cf the latter, 

Did the consistency of Rookwood stem fror:i the fact that it told 
of run -o f-the-mill scho olboys? Is that, perhaps, the secret of its 
undoubted cha:rm? Is it also the reason why ililly Bunter and Te,m Merry 
H·,e on today, i;hile Rockwood i s littl e more than a treasured ncstalgi.c 
me:rory? 

Anyone can pick out from the Gem end the 14agnet, a ll down their 
histories, scores of single s t ories nnd series which ore pearls beyond 
price , far mere brilliant than anything which Rookwood ever offered , 
But a reader needs to be discrin:inating, acc ording to his mood, in 
select ing a story t o read from either the Gel!l or the Magnet, Not so 
Rookwood, He cen ;.,ick up a Rookwood st ory from almost anywhere in the 
entire series , whatever his mood may be, end know that it will poss a 
half-h our pleasantly with Jimmy Sil ve1· and Co., though he may not be 
lifted to the heights. 

It's just my point of view. What's ycurs? 

* * * 
CCNTROVERSIAL »: HOES 

No. 17. 'tft!ICH WAS HlEFERABLE - A SCHOOL SEI'l'rm OR OTiID!\fISE? 

MRS. v.RA NICHOLLS llri tes: "I very ciuch prefer school seatings to any 
other, with the one exception of the holidays at Wharton Lodge , which I 
always enjoy . Too meny icpossiole happenings occurred in the otmr 
stories I thought - e.g. saving sor.:e.:,ne from a fire, or drowning , or a 
fierce animal, or cannibals. How often , in real life, does one get 
such en opportunity? I always wanted such e,;ci ting things t o happen to 
me, but they never did, perhaps for the bett er. The school stories 
seem so life-like, fee.turing all th e people we love so much." 
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B!SIL AJJAA vri tes: "Until 1937, I always enjoyed my h<,lidsys abroad 
with Harry Wharton and Co. My favourites were the Sahara (1924) 
series, the China series, end the Soames South Seaa series. Sv I almost 
pl\lll{edfor a setting abroad - but not quite. 

In my opinio n, all the mcst powerful series written by Frank 
Richards had a sch0vl setting. The following series - the tvo Wharton, 
Rebel series, the Loder--Wingate, the Lancas ter, the Courtfield Cracks­
man, the Stacey series - must make me decide in favour 0f stories with 
• schocl setting.'' 

GEOF:fil:Y ii. \IILDE writes : "The business ot developing so far, and then 
wiping t he slate clean end reverting to scratch, is always evident 
after foreign hclidays. '!'he gulf filted between the decapi te ted victi.llls 
tf Tang Wang and the bloodless justice meted out in the Greyfriars 
clossrool:lS vas one that could not hope to be successfully brid1,""1. 
On. the whole, I think the true element of the Haoilton lads was 
preserved in the lligl.ish co\ll!tIY h(lidays, with perhaps an occasional 
tour of the civilised Jlflrls of Europe. Can it be, perhaps, that aside 
from tb:> authcr's fine devel oµnent of atmosphere, tb:> special appeal 
of th e Chri.8-.S holiday series lay partly in the fact that this is ths 
m<.st characteristicsll,y ~ish festive season? 

I would uerely aJd that , good, bad, or indifferent, all tb:> 
foreign tr avel series were written with considerable authenticity o.nd 
were, from the ge(grnphical point of view, qui t e educative." 

OOii WEBSTER vri tea: "Greatly prefer school settings, but always enjoy 
Christmas at 'ibarton Lodge." 

GIDRGE SELLARS wri te a: "The foreign travel series were always a wel ­
come break during the stmner months, There is nothing like variety, 
and I believe some of Frank Richards ' finest stories were written in 
t~ travel series . The first he wrote, 50 years agr , about Tom r,;,,rry 
in America, was grand , and no series was better thBn that Gem first cf 
all travel series . Other fine ones wera sot in Africa (both Tom Merzy 
e.nd Harry Wh,,rton) , in Chine , and , in t he Gem in 1911, when Tem Merzy 
e.nd Co were castaways on a South Sea island . Gussy was hailed as their 
chief , no doubt due to his famo\lS monocle and his topper . Caravan and 
hiking series were always poJ1J.lar with me, and, of course, Christmas 
series . 11 

ROGER JIOO(]}IS vr1 tes: "In early il.B;•s, holiday etra-ies in the &8net 
and Gem were few and fer between and seldom exceeded one issue . AB 
time went by, the he liday stories lengthened considerably , until, 
towards the end, I sometimes think trey outs:tayed their welcome. Like 
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you, I rea en ted the inroad s they made into th e term tlrus depriving us 

of stcries with a school se tting. Speaking as London Club Hamil ton­

ian Librari an , I can vouch for th e ove rv helming preference fo r sto rie s 

a t th e schocl. Thi s is a prefer ence I share since I ccnaid er that 

it i s th e background of th e schoo l that provid es tb e s tcri es :Ji ti, thei , 

special cbe.rm, an d I do not think it po ss ible to retain tha t chann if 

the bo· 'B are shipped awey to foreign parts. This does net les sen Ill)' 

admiration for the f irs t Sout h Sa es or China se ri es , but I have t o 

recognize that t hese bol.'.day s eri es definite ly ar e not school sto:.ies 

in the acc epted sense , 
I agree that short Christmas series and hc liday s spent in the 

Ehgl.i sh country s ide aro seru,onel pleasures that few cf us would have 

wish ed to f or ego. I used t o think that a connec t ing link was essen­

t ial. f or holidey series , but I have, of recent years, conside r ab ly 

mcdifi ed my opini on. I now incline t o th e vi ew that t he English 

oolideys r-f Charl es Hamilton• s middle pori od wero im=po ssed , wheth er 

t hey had n ccnnect:iJlg link (like the cystery cf Methuse l ah) or whether 

th ey were jus t chann1ngl.y inconsequenti al ( lik e t he Old Bus series or 

the tale of Lovell ' s mcto r scoo t er. ) T03te s differ oo wide ly, how­

ever, tha t it is only fair to reco rd that the wide var ie ty of trea t­

ment emp].<'yed by Char l es Hamil ton l eft i t very di ffi cul t for t oo 

discriminating reader not to lik e some, at l e,wt , of the holiday eeri e 

The Bunter Court se ri es is sti ll the l!KlBt widely oought of all 

the Magnet s eri es. 
* • • * * 

Do You Remenber? By Roger M, Jankins 

No. 32 - Gen No. 867 - "Tom Merry nnd Co. , in France" 

The ll:iJd.n8 Seri es of 1924 was not pe rhaps qui t e th e bes t SUJ:lller 

hol.iday series t o appear in the Gem, but i t was, nev erth eless , of a 

very high st andard, The t ang of th o Engli sh coun trysid e , the smell of 

the dusty rodd s , the a1mrsphere of a summer evening at twilight - all 

thes e images sp r ing to lif e as we turn ever th e pagos of t.his well ­

lovod s eri es, In som<: ways the most deligh tful number of all was No. 

f:157, the l a.st issue in the aerie s, end ono which vas grnced by t he 

inc omparabl e Rolph Rockness Carde w. 
Cardew was one of ths e chor,:,c te ra thnt ore dif fic ult for an 

aut hor t o handle. Vornon-Smi th was onottt er . During t he ir pool< period 

bo-..h characters were not only fas cillllting but subtly a ttra ctive ; as 

t he •twent ies receded, howevor, th e at tractiven ess l ess ened as t ho 

wors e side of t he ir na tur es began t o pred ominate . In 1924 Cardev was 

at th e very might of his fame and fortune, and his reinarks tc th e 



' , 
IJ. 

29 
campers in No. f!i',7 are a joy forover. 

Cardew invited hilllself to lunch with the campers in order t o 
11Void seeing any more of Clive's uncle at Folkestone , "Thoroughly 
nice - most engagill ' cld johnny - one of the very best. That's vby 
I 'm dodgill I him", said Cardew calJnly, "I could stand a bad old man -
my grandfather is a bad old 11181l, am my uncle Lilbum i s a bad middle­
sged inan - and I can stand them, though Utey can •t always stand ..,, 
But a good old man is the limit - vhat?" 

Blak e had made a stew of odds and ends, and Cardew was given a 
generous helping on a tin plate , "Hov nice on a wBl'tli day!" he curmered. 
in a chapter which described perfectly the uncomforta ble spell that he 
cast over the whole camp. l?erhaps the secret of the success of this 
mfor~ttable chapte r is the way in which Charles Hamil ton permitted 
CardeW to have such a free rein. Prid e went before a fall, but there 
was certainly a l ot of entertainment to be had from being proud. In 
later years the author seooed reluctant to allow Tom Merry and Co,, to 
remain discOmfi ted for very long, am consequently the unpredi ctable 
and whi.-.sical sid e of Cardew' s nature was never allowed to operate , 

The visit to France and Cardew ' s trip to a casino were not ex-
haustively treated , Fer some reason, in too days o~ the coloured 
covers , tte St. Ji..ci's '!tory was nare:r allowed so much sp.:1.ce in the Gm 
as the Greyfria.rs st cry was given in tm l".agnet, ruid Tom Merry fans 
had to be content with eleven chapters , But there is no doubt that the 
final number of the series succeeded in roUDdingoff the holidey ad­
va1tures very satisfoctor;Lly , am there can have been few readers who 
found any cause for complaint in tlE Gem of thirty-four years ago, 

* * * * * 
FRANK RICBARre ! lll!ICl! IS OURS? 

By W. 0. G. Lofts 

To ust at least , the readers of the .,Collectors• Digest ", there 
is only one "Frank Richards". And that v i ll always be, But whilst 
perusing through the British Museum cetalogues some tiJ:B ago - I came 
across a title of a novel published in 1946 er.titled "The House of 
Fcar11 and the author was given as 11Frank Richards 11• Was this ±he 
author who gave ao 1!11.lCh pleasure to us in his tales of Greyfria:rs? I 
doubt it - as tlB style of vri ting and type of story was so unlike our 
"Frank", tha t I pres1.1D0d that it was anot.oor wri ter with t he same name 
or pEn name. 

For curiosity I l ooked further be.ck in the catalogue records to 
see what othe r writers toore were with t his famous name, and the 
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results were so interesting that I thought they were worth recording 
f or the benefit of all readers who are interested in the name of 
"Frank Richards". 

Hallo! D<.n Webster and all ~ good friends of the Liverpool 
Club. Did you knov th.at in 1&36 a "Frank Richards" was Edi t..r <sf 
the ''\(aterloo-Crosby-ond Seaforth ~Iagazine"? Far 1xlo ec.rly to be our 
"Frank" hcwever; as our author did not use the name Wltil 1906 when 
he started writing tales of Greyfriars for the "Magnet". 

Our "Frank Richards" in his early days, was quite a promising 
artist; collectors of the green "G«n" can find an example of his work 
in No. 176; a very good sketch of D'Arcy, the only b.stance I believe 
of his artistic work appearing in the coi::panion papers. Though this 
sket~h was signed C. H. the initials of his re al nair.e. He could not 
have boon then the "Frank Richards" artist who drew for so ma.zy papers 
in the 1890s . 

A very interesting illustration cen be seen in the weekly mag­
azine "Pick-me-Up" in 1896, woon on one side of the page we have a 
sketch by Button Mitchell the first "Magnet" artist - and on the other 
side a dral<ing by "Frank Richards". Both these names at least were to 
start 14 years later one of the most popular boys papers ever to appear 
to the British public. 

"Compressed Ail'-Practices" written by a "Frank Richards" cf 
New York in 1913. A¢n I should say not our "Frank" - though the 
title in a we:y I"Clllinds me of the likeable Mr. Prout - rather a wind­
bag at times; jawing in the oollll!on roo,:i - to the despair of the ether 
suffering masters - with t he repeated old sto rie s of his exploits in 
tho Rockies at the turn of th e century vi th his (Air) rifle! 

Now the t1 tle of the next work certainly sounds like our "Frank" 
"The \iorld to which Christ cama" written of course by a "Frank Rich­
ards" ii.A. in 1927. A:i:srt from our author beillg a deeply religiowi 
man - he most certainly had the knowledge and classical lo aming to 
earn any degrues that a University could bestow upon him - nnd I should 
think that he wrote this book. This samo author also wrote the noxt 
work to be listed in 1928 - which I feel sure confirms IIIY views end 
vill also of tbe re ader. If I am wrong - well I guess th at Billy 
ilunter' s postal order will arri 'le by the next post! "The Aeneid of 
Virgil" is the title, with an introductory ease:y by "Frank Richards" 
M.A. 

One of the most popular songs sung by the troops in tba first 
world wnr was "Old Soldiers Never Die" and this title was usad for · 
a book published in 1933. Its author was of course "Frank Rich­
ards" - this time a soldier of the Second Battalion - Rqyal Welch 
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Fusiliers. Not our 11Frank11 of course - t hough thGis a definite 
connection in a wey. Now in his eight i es , and sti ll writing, our 
"Frank" certainly lives up to the title of the book - let ' s hope 
t hat he never even fades away for many yea:rs to camel 

* * * * * 
ASK HE ANOOlID\. NO, 3, 

1. Which Greyfriars yarn was based on the story of Peter Schlemihl , 
the shadowless =? 

2, What St. Jim's character died one week and returned to life the 
next? 

3. \lh0 wus the Edi tor of f.ly Magazine? 
4, In which periodical did the stories of William appear eech month? 
5, Who vas Oliver Gre.enfie l d? 
6. Who was the first editor of the Greyfriars Herald? 
7. Which of the Famous Five first appeared in Magnet No, 2? 
B. Which famous detective oppeered in "Birds of Prey"? 
9, 'I/ho was George Gatcombe? 

1 O. In what year was the i!olidcy Annual first published? 
11. Who had a stout niece called Cora? 
12. Who wrote of Len Lex, Detective? 

5/- to the sender of t he best list of answers first received 
by the Editor . 10 points to his Club Branch . Points will be total.led 
each month, Which Club is the bes t informed on hobby rr.atters? 
Closing dat e 17th October , 

Answers to set No. 2:-
1. Friend of Ethel in 11Cousin Ethel 's Schooldays".. 2. "Scuttl ed". 
3. "Doy's Cinema" 4 . M1Pang. 5. School Friend . 6. "The 
School under Canvas" 7, Mornington, 8, Charlie Chaplin . 
9, l'.r. Pynsctt, 10, Van Ryn, 11, Billy Bunter . \ 2. Chief 
of Texas Rangers in the Rio Kid stories. 

5/- has been sen t t o D. B. Webster , 59 !1ortlak e Road, Kew. 
The }lerseys i de Club has eorned 10 points. Points total so far 1 o. 

(Note: Readers who are not in a Club are at li berty to 
compete, H.L.) 

* * * * * 
'r/AllTED ~lagnets to complete my runs, nos, 920, 92\ 1 933, 9521 195, 954, 
991, 1037, 1142, 1191. 6/- each offered or two Hognets of same vin ­
ta ge in exchange . LOF'l'S, 56 SHERWG!!AM HOUSE, LISSOll ST. LOllDOII 11.ll. I, 
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BILLY BUNTffi 'S Oilll reviewed by JACK li'OOD 

This popula r annual, attractively illustrated once 688in by 

c. H. Chapman, makes its welco.., re-appearance wit h Frank Richards in 

his most channing rein. !;!ain, however, we fancy , t he heart cry will 

go up, "Not enough!" 
There is one main story , divided into four sections, into which 

Frank Richards has mixed the most popul ar ingredients of the years in­

t o a noteble con cocti on cal culat ed to tickl e the palat e of the most 

discerning - Vhart.on in trouble wit ~ Queloh over unwritten lines; 
lines spoiled by the antics of a grut,...raiding, Xcas holiday-seeking 

Bunter; a very vengeful Owl rousi ng •bert on ' s pride with ill -ti med 

ventriloquial antics; misunderstandings and threa tened r ifts in the 

lute; before the clouds roll. by. Yes the mixture as before , but one 

that never fails t o please . 
Lovell goes his own sweet "8Y in his perpetual feud 8gliins t 

Carthew in a Rookvood episode (in one illustration the Fistical Four 

unaccountably become Five!); whil e Semmy Bunter has a brief hour o'.: 

glv ry in a Creyfriars short story. But, oh dear,nLthing frcm St . 

Ji:] 's , no more o~ Jack Free, nothing of Corcroft; truly some of the 
gl ory has departed frori the House of Israel. 

* * * * 
BILLY BUHTER Tllr: HlXER reviewed by JA<X 'rl'OOD 

Just in time for the late holiday1..akers , Cassells presen t Frank 
Richards 1 23rd contribution to the :Dodern S'4!8 of Billy Bunter . And 

what a delight thi s lates t novel is l Just the tllir. g for light ho l­

iday reading , or for recapturing the r:iemories of happy holi days of the 

pas t - of a time when the sun shone persistently and the hiker could 

guarante e freedom from worries in the shady lanes of the Home Counties . 

Bunter, of course , had never intended oo strenuous a hol iday as a 

val.king tour , but then he shouldn't have witne ss ed the Bow,der pelting 

Quelchy ri th peas and had to be silenced ri th an in vi t ation to spend 

t he S\IIIID0r with Smithy, Dusty, t he tramp; th e cynical Cardew; and 

th e sprightly Sir George, all pluy tmir parts in this never--ending 

215 page clruckle . But t:ie real star is the autho r's perfect picture 

rf the coW1trJSide in a SUClller of nostalgic wa:notb . C. H. ChapDan •s 

illustrations are, as usual , in perfect harmoey . Lik e I say , roll 

rapidly along to the bookshop and buy this latest Bunter novel, 

• * • * * * 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD 

Nostaw, 328 Stockton Lane, 
York. 

fhone: 25795 

* * * * * 
While Jim Cock goes on into Africa, I have received another l e tt er 
from 611 old friend :- Mr. f!Ol<ard Ridgeway, Gobabis , South West Africa. 
He writes: 

Before I begin my letter I would like to introduce myself. You 
really know me, far prior to me set1ling here some years ag<, I used to 
live at The Mount, Bell ton, Sussex. You will recall I sold up and my 
house wes converted int o a select AcadEl!ly for young ladies and vas, 
if I rem,mber rightly, called th> Moor View School . But some little 
ti.me before that my house was shared by two St . Frank's juniors who 
had been expelled owing to the very re:oarkable scheming of a school ­
boy named Pitt. They were later reinstated when Mr. Nelson Lee put 
things right, and the boy Pitt changed to a very likeable young lll!Ul . 

I little realised when I left Bell ton that I would be meeting these 
same ycung gentlemen again, for my only link with my old home was an 
occasional letter from Dr. Brett, of Bellton, who kept me au fait with 
events in Bellton am Bennington • 

One day, an old native Ovamoo, a Bantu, staggered int o the porch 
of my home here and collapsed . He had brought a message out of the 
Kalahari Desert from Lord Dorriinore and it was a cry for help. To 
be brief I will explain by telling you that Dr. Stafford's sister , 
Honoria, who is married to Sir Lucien Dexter , a manber of the Board 
ofG<nemors of St. Frank's, teamed up with Lord Dorrimore and formed 
a party to search for the lost city ·which Farilli in 1885 claimed to 
have discov ered east of the River Nosop. 

A:, usual , with these l ost cities , they are nine tenths false 
and one tenth hearsay , and , of course, there's always a treasure 
thrown in. But Lord Dorrimore, whom I slightly know from his assoc­
iation with Nelson Lee, jumped at the chance of seeking out a lost 
city vhen Lady Dexter mentioned it at a meeting, The upshot was a 
party formed and I happened to hear about it for they came her e and it 
caused quite a disturbance for a little township like Gobabis. 

Everything was done in a hustle for the rainy season begins jus t 
after October and excitement reigned supreme with their efforts to 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~--<'116~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

beat ti11e. However, the tvo t en ton trucks vi th t hei .r massive tyres 

arr ived, Md very soon after the Jl"Xty se t out into vha t I think is 

f orbidd en lan d. I haYe heard so '"""*" weird yams about the Kalahari · 

Desert that I pr efer to reserve judi!,Dent about this great and 1ey5 te ?'­

ious regi on. 
The party was a lar l§I one, and a coloured gentleman whom you 

should all know, Mr. Umlosi, joined up a faw hours before the depart­

ure. Another gentleman who was known to me, Captain Burton and qui te a 

few c,t hers descended on our l ittle town quite suddenly . But altho "81> 

rllllOurB ver e :tife IIJld I entertained Lord Dorrimore and Ledy Dexter in 

· my house, the object and destina ti on were ke pt secret. It was erranl,J'I 

t o make my place a f oe&l point for extra supplies etc., and sines I 

lead a very hwidrun sort of existe nce out here I vas readily willing to 

take ewn a minor part in this great adwnture . And had it not been 

that my wife disagreed I would have enlisted at once. 
Now I come to tile re ason for this lett er. Mr. Cook, who came 

out with Nelson Les, Nipper, and several more, in BDSVer to my urgen t 

lio.te, asked me to take up th e narrative, as i t were, and send you 

thee e details . In Dorrimor e's message , bro ught by the fsith.."'ul se?'­

'vant, his Lordshi p described ver-j briefly the positi on and asked for 

the assistance of his fri end, the "Prof esso r". & I immediately sent 

'a cable to Nel son Lee, St. Frank's College, Sussex , vith the vords I 

pad been asked to say, vi z., "In the soup, Dome ," I had requested 

!h-. Lee to we for tbia address for the party set out f rom here , and 

,it will be t he beet place to begin. The old nat:l.w vho brou.;h t the 

'note is t oo ill to be ques tion ed. It is a miracle he is still alive . 

So this is all I can t ell you. 'tlhetever Lord Dorrimor e ' s party have 

run into, whe rewr the y mo.y be , I knov that t here is an urgency about 

tbis business that brooks no delay . 
It is all ver y puzzling, as l am quite in the da:dc jus t vbat it 

is all about. I vas requ ested by Lord Dorri.more not 1J:> info :m the 

authorit:l.es here of Bil/1 mishap or ac cide nt 1J:> the psr1;y which msy 

cause official enquiries t o be made, yet if th e peopl e out there are in 

&""9 clanger, off icial interven ti.on sho uld be SO\l&ht. 

Nelson Lee, vho used to be a fr equent vial tor at 11f// place in 

Bell ton, f!liVe me plenty of meterisl for t hrill ing new storie s which , as 

I am a noveli st, came in very use ful, and wit h his famous excursio ns 

wit h his Lordship and the St. Frank's boys in other lands I fe el sure 

th ey will once !lgllin co..e out of it safely . Nelson Lee has questi onsd 

th, old na tive vho brought the message end , as I sey, he was too ill, 

but a vhisper from bi.ID h!ls apparen Uy sufficed t o start t he l'8lief 

party off out there in t he eandy vast e . · 
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Seeing these schoolboys again had set rey wife and I longing for 
the leafy lanes of SUssex, of Shingle !lead and Bennington Moor. Very 
wistfully we have exchanged our thoughts of the tillle when we lived in 
Bell ton and recalled the glorious hours we spent together on the River 
Stowe at this ti.me of yea:r , We have captured again too ramble througll 

Bell ton Wood, the sweet smell of the soft damp earth after a shower , 
and the never-to-be-forgotten beauty of Spring, 

Here trere is desert, the Kalahari which reached into Gababis 
and fills us ri th its sand. How we long for that west rind, that 
refreshing cool breeze that sweeps the haze from the distant mountains 
as though a theatre curtain rises and the picture is suddenly there. 
We are very neerly on the Equator, but you wouldn't believe it if you 
saw the icy mornings we get, Extreme heat and ice in a day to Sa:J 
nothing of raging s~dstorms is nothing new. Sand in our eyes, in our 
noses, in our food , Can you wonder we ere thi.nld.ng of England? 

I rill be truthful and admit we came to escape the war. r,\y 
wife has a relative in Gobabis and we decided to leave London where 
we had gone after se ll ing the Mount, and come out heEe, Now, seeing 
tre St, Frank's boys, and Nelson Lee, is making us furiously to think 
of coming back to &ell ton, I think we, rey wife and I, ha•re had enough 
of Africa . Do forgive me for this sentimental suxvey which perha]'.>l 
to you is irrelevant, but coming in contact 11ith St. Frank ' s again 
after all thes:, years does that to you, 

I have carried out my promise to Mr. Cook, and wrote these few 
• lines . No doubt, you will be hearing from hilll, at least I prey they 

all come back safe and sound, and perha]'.>l when they begin the return 
to England it my well be r,y wif e and I will be among them. 

ffM I I JI I N JI I U It 1114 It ii I I. II 1111 JI II il JI I II I I I I I Ii*********'***************'******....,._*** 

CONQUEST Ill CALIFORNIA b·1 Berkeley Gray 
reviewed by F. Vernon La_y 

In his latest adventure we have Waldo, I beg your pardon, I mean 
his modern counterpart Norman Conquest, playing havoc with the gangsters 
of Clam City, California, in the best James Hadley Chase manner. Even 
those of us who are not normally partial to gangster stories can de­
rive considerable enjoyment from this extrenely racy yam and delight 
in the way llonnBn uses his brain and quick wit against the brawn and 
guns of the "hoodlums". As a mystery story it is perhaps not quite 
up to Edwy Searle s Brooks' best, the identity of the master-mind in my 
opinion, being obvious too ear1-;' but for all that it is a zestful yarn 
in the inimitable Brooksi,n style. 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
I.ONDON srel'ION - For the first time since its inception, the London 

Club's Septmber meeting vas not held by the seaside. However, the 

Barry Wharton cowtey town of Caterhaln proved 1'> be just as good and 

our old hosts of the Nelson Lee country , lloodingdean, Suaeex , 8ill 
and Gladys J aroine sav to it that ws had a successful and enjoyable 

meeting. One of the chief 1 tems on a long and intere s ting agenda was 

a debate a, the facsimile reprod uc tion o-f an early "Ma&net" cover which 
appeered in "The !>'unday Times" of September 14th last. llas the drawing 

by lilt ton Mitchell or Arthur Clarke? Despite two lett ers in the 

following Sunday• s issue to the oontrary , it was unanimously agreed 

that it was the work of the former. Roger Jenkins gave us a r eading 

from "Gem" number 867, "Ta,, Merry and Co., in France". There were 
numerous quizzes end a fine reading by Frank Vernon- Ley on "The Green 
One" and be handed round for those present the perusual of several fine 

copies of "The Boys' Friend" . One of the latter had a very fin e 

coloured cover end it was agreed it was up to eny modern cover. Our 
l!erbert vaa presmt and the only snag was that ti.me vent all too 

quickly and with Bob (Cherry) llhi ter stating that the next meeting 
will be held at Cherry Pla ce , 706 Lordship Lane, llood Green on Sunday, 

October 19th, the company dispersed, not for ge tting to tak e their 

copies of "Billy Bunter ' s Own Annual" home wi ti, them. 

UNCLE BmJAl!IN 

• • * 
NORTHERN SIDTION MSETING - SEP1'E1!BER 13th . 1958 In opening t he 
meeting Bill lli.l.liamson had to regretfully annowce that Bill Harrison 

had bad to f!P inw the Infirmary with foot trouble. Bill has been 

vi th us almost s ince th e Club formed 11Dd its the hope of all that be 

will soon be vi th us .gain . 
Gerry Allison presmted his usual cheery library r eport. Ba 

announced generous gifts of Magnets from Fred Cockc':'Oft of Silsden, 

and S. B.L.s - 1940 vintage, from Geoffrey llilde . A number of books 
had also been bought. The new Greyfriars Cup Contest vas f'Ully 
discussed . Northem are all out to have that Cup on our table next 

year ! 
lie then settled dovn to listen to Gerry's tsl.k crisply entitled 

"Skinner, Snoop and Stott." Vith peet talk ' s in mind we knew ve were 

in for eanethiag good , and ve were not diaappointed. Getty haa an 
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enviable flair of being able to get the dialogue across and he was in 
his best form on this occasion . 

There was a.'l animated discussion after.tarda so much so that 
refreshments were delayed w:ith the result that there was no time for 
a quiz, but the rest of the time was not wasted, for there's always 
plenty to chatter about. 

Next meeting , October 11th. It's rey turn to talk on the subject 
"A Peep at the Victoria Bloods" . I can at least 88;/ I shall have 
plenty of material to draw upon. 

l!EllBERT LECY.DlilY - North Section Correspondent, 

• * • 
l!IDLAND SEX:TION MEE:TI!lG held 1st SEITF11BER - Again holidays inter­
ferred with the attendance which was a pity as we had a very excellent 
~ht I s programme, mainly in the hands and very capable hands of Ted 
Davey and Jack Ingram. Ted I s tal k was a cor.:parison of the wri till@l of 
Frank Richards and those of P. G. Wodehouse. The emphasis was on the 
humourous themes of both authcrs , their love of quotations and their 
constant use of such very good English. Exomples of both authors work 
were read by Ted and typical of Ted, t he talk w,s well spiced wit h iruch 
cf his own humour. 

In support J ack Ingram who is a v<,ry keen Wodehous e fan , gave us 
some interesting details of Wodehouse's career and literary achievement. 
A quiz set by Beryl Russell , five questions each of Greyfrie.rs, St . 
Ji.Ul' s , liDokwood end St . Frank's, was won by reyself with twelve correct . 
A reading frol!I a vint age C.D.A. on "Magnet Higtµights of 1926" has been 
a fe a ture of recent programmes and Norman obliged this time. Jack 
Ingr-""' gave the final i tan which was a quick talk "Discipline a.'l laid 
down and enforced by the Gr eyfriars heads". This was a preliminary 
to his lll!Uil talk "Frank Richards I Schoolmasters," which is down for 
a future programne . The "Greyfriars Cup Competition" was then dis ­
cussed and much (and •mried) comments were expressed by all members cf 
the decided change in conditions. The absence of illustrations 
oc cas i oned the most surprise, but all felt that the competition on the 
whole was a i::ore ~ one and presumably much easier than last year. 

HARRY BROS'lER - Secretary. 

* * * 
MERSEYSIBE SECTION ~!EETING - Sunday 14th SE:Pl'EMBER - The belated 
appearance of slDl!l.er gave us a g10d start to our September's meeting, 
end the wann evening broul#>t us all early t o got off to a flying start. 
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A considerable amount of oorrespondence was dealt wit h , but 

1fi th a minimum of del ay the question of Greyfriars Cup Competiti on 

Cllllle up for general discussion , Some cri ticism was made regarding 

t he rul es of the canpetition denoting that all our members were not 

in full agreement over the matt er, but we vere as one in as much t hat 

each ....,.t,er of the Merseyside Group would do hi!! best to see t hat the 

cup comes North to .Lancashire . 
Don Webster then ga ve us a Twenty Quest ion Team Quiz concerning 

the four schools, Thi s was won by Jack Morgan re pre s an ting Greyfriars , 

St , Fra.'lk's was to come second wit h St . Jim ' s third . A sho rt break 

for tea and suggest i orui were offe r ed for our oontri.buti on t o the qui z 

programme for th is year ' s C.D. Annual. The Chairman will f inalise 
our quest iorui and answers on beholf of th e branch , 

A dis cuss ion as to whether l'.r, Quelch was the i deal f orm-mas ter 

was the final item for th e meetin g . The members of the Club were by 

no means in agreem.r,t as to Jllr, Quelch's capeb iliti es . On one si de 

it was poin ted out that Mr. Quelch though sometimes re fe rred to as a 

beas t , was al ways a "just" beast . On the othe r hand i t was fel t by 

some t hat he erred too eas i ly ,,hen members of his f orm wer e suspe ct ed 

;f theft or some other seri ous crime , Circu.a,.stantial eviden ce was 
usually accepted as g\.ilt. 

llext meeting, Sunday 12th October at 6 p.m. sharp whm we hope 

Mr. Laffey will pre sen t us -.i t h a film show. 

llORMA!; IBAGNELL, Secretary Merseys id e Branch O.B .B. 

• * • 
'l'!lE GOLDffl i!OURS CLUil - SYDNEI'. AUSTRALU - Maybe it was the Spring 
in the air which put everyone in fi ne spirit s for the Septembe r meet:ini; 

held on Friday , 5t h at the Y, rt,C,A. , Sydney . Proceedin gs started 

about 6.45 p.m . with th e Secretary reading the interest~ le tte rs 

r eceived from the ~ ish Clubs , including two very friendly ones frcm 

Don 'iebster and Ron llod&s<>n and a Nevsletter from the O. B.B .C. (Mid­
land Secti on) . 

An enthusiastic di scussion eruiued when o letter from Mr. Leckenb, 

/:i ring details of the C ,D, Annual quiz was r ead - an d gr ee tings and 

best wishe s from Hovard Baker, S . B.L. Edi to r, for our inf an t Club came 
as a very pl eas.an'*; ~·r:r,.rine . 

TM eveni.~g is e1.te 1 tai.ru:lent , featurin g ,.Comedy" readings then 

get under way wi fa Victor Col by drawing the f i rst la ugh with his very 

81tUSing reading from some 1903 vintage ;J.J' s . Our Cheinnan, Arnold 

"-"'• folloved this wit h a selection ~m a children• s sto ry called 
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"Sal.ea Sharpshooters " - thi s vas a "Boer War" period piece but only 
served t o illustrate hov little mischie= children have cl1an;ied 
since then, As the Boys Ovn Annual i s very dear to his heart ve were 
not surprised vten Stan Nicholls re ad "l\y Fellow Clerics" from one of 
thel!e famous volumes - with his theatrical experience Stan naturally 
Ba\'0 a very amusing reading, The Secretary, than upheld the honour of 
lilakiana by readi.n.: from a 1915 U ,J, an amusing anecdote wherein tmt 
imp Tinker baits the long suffering Mrs,Baxdell - some Hamilton 
enthusiast had dared t o state there was no humour in Blake stories 
oo of course he had to be put in his place : 

Altogether a most hilarious hour vhidl was grea tly enjo yed by all , 

B, PATE - Secretary. 

UHUUIIUIIUIIUIIIIIIU*IUIIMUUNIUUHIIHIIIIUUUUUll*******HH 

llA,'ITED Ui\GalTLY S,B,Ls. 1st series, 17, 105, 1CIJ, 198, 197, 201, 202, 
S,B ,Ls. 2nd series . 102, 111, 243, 296 , 422, 523, 667, 
Boys ' Friend Libraries. 1st series. 10, 68, 102, 105, 107, 165, 229, 
246 , 669, 2nd series, 79, 392, 396, 
U.J. 881, 1041, 1098, 1378, 1519, Detective Weekly - 1, 2, 3, 4. 
MRS. J, PACKMAN, 27 .I.RCHllALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONroN, S.E. 22, 

WA!1TED: ~ets 1-226, 268, 273, 275, 279, 283, 285-389, 292, 293, 
295-297, 302, 303, 3o6, 3QJ, 310, 312, 317-31 9, 325, 330, 338-1}51 
Preferably bound, 
Oma, 1d. Gem !lo, 20, and/er 1d, Gem No, 1 to end of 1d Gei.s. 
2d , Gems 1142-1193, 1244- 1478, Preferably bound, 
Populars - years 192<>-22, 19Z7-30, 
STU.I.RT B, ilHITEIIEAD, "BORRISOKANE", 12 \IEI,I.S ROAD, FAKEll!WI, NORFOLK, 

~ 4 vcl,-s of the Captain , 2 Strand Magazines 1904 to 1900, 
6/- each, postage included . Would exchange for Holiday Annual. 
~ by private collecto r Magnets, S, O,Ls, Greyfriars, Rookwood, 
Grimslad e. 
MAGOVE!IY, 65 BENTHAM STREl!T, Bel.FAST. 

GOOD NEWS FOR ST. JIM 'S FANS. 'Iwo new Tom Merry books , "Cardev 1s 
Clatcll~ and "Down an:! Out " rill shortl y ba on sale . Publishers -
Charles Skiltons . Pri ce - 2/6d , Look out for thm , 

* * • * * * * * * 
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S.B.L . REVIEWS 

OCTOBER, 1958 

. ... Martin Thomaa 

Sexton Blake, Tinker and Paula Dane in Scotland. In his previous 
two stories for the LibrarJ , the author gave evidence of a fondness for 
the macabre; this one in 11hich, in my opinion, he has excelled himself , 
he gives it full reign. What 11as the mystery surrounding 1:ho dsath of 
Major Rober t Munro? Sexton Blake had very particular and personal 
reasons for 11anting to so lv e this puzzle because Munro had been a 
friend of his . When, on th e journey to Scotland , where the crime was 
coori t ted, Paula Dane tried t o throw herself out of the moving train. 
Blake realised at once that this was no or dinary criminal ring he was 
up against. Ncr was it. Clive Na.ckenzie, representative and self ­
styled brother of the Br alu.n Seer, Director of Philosophy and found ­
ation mwber of the Psychic Research Group, was an oppon ent unlike any 
other Blake had enc01.mtered befor e , 

Into a novel which is right up-t<Hlate in style, Martin Thomas 
has cont ri ved to inf'u.se something of the old Bl ake into the action , 
and for those who like to dig themselves L-,to a thoughtful, well -
wri t ten narra tiv e this is definitely their meat, To the unusual story 
an unusual. cove r design is added to match. You will either l ike artist 
Sandri •s work very much or you will dislike it to the same degree, I '11 
reserve judgement until more of his work appears . Added interest is 
the fact t hat the author's quite handsome features are reproduced for 
the firs t tire, 

Rating .. :Excellent 

• • * 
SHE Alll 'T GOT NO OODY (No. 416) . Jack Trevor Story 

Summer in September in a '"11al l Surrey Village in the Themes 
Valley. To get right into the I!lOOd of this novel first read what an 
inspired Blake has t.o ooy at ~s Baker Street apartmmts one morning 
just before breakfast (chapter 2 , top of page 7 , second column) . I 
marve l to t hink that even a man of Blake's extraordinary capabilities 
can tumble from bod and wax to such enthusiastic effect about t he 
simp le thin;;s of life when vitality is practically at its l owest ebb 
and with only the ins¢..ration of an English "summer" to spur him on. 

Dodo Barnes was a fiction writer . Her success in this field 
was eqoolled only by her ability to make enemies by introducing into 



l 
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her novale characters of her neighbours in the artists' colony where 
she 1f1'0te. In Ula t village of hate there were 11181"1 vho would have 
killed l)odo Barnas and rested content in the knolrled6Q that no cme 
would testify ~ tmm. Jll except Jni!ela Dovd. VhEll Jneela 
clai.mad to have disocvered Dodo missing fran her bed one mo1'WJ8 it 
8-1 ths t the expected blov had fallan. Clad onl,y in s short chiffon 
ni6hti• Dodo could not have got far vi thout attracting attention, but 
pres,-~ far IIDOugh to conceal her vheresbouta, from those vbo 
dolJ#.t her, including Sexton Blake, whose help Angela had sought. Vb;y, 
Blake YOJldered, was tile girl so amious for llim ta prove her friend 
had been IIIUl'dered? There's s clue in the title, The author·proves 
yet again his ability to put owr in lighter vein sn interesting, 
11ell-vritten novel, 

Rating___ ............ ........ Yer:, good 

il!LTF\: llEBll 

Ill llll U lllil IHII HI 11111 I 1111 UIU NU.ii •UN~*•• 11•111 UI UI A J(**'-'d-***** 

(In connection vi th Martin Thomas I story, here is an i nterestin8 
ext rs ct from a letter recei V8d from bi!n recently, i'be stoi;r certainly 
confims vhat llr. Boward Baker said in an editorial in No. 367 "The 
~to ries in which Blake now features keep abreast of , and so""tines, 
vi th strange prophecy ahead, of the news! !!.L.) 

"Some time 8i!J you t old me of some e;ttraardinacy coincidences ire 
connection with C.D, Hare's one in connection vith my next ,nonth's SBL 
yarn THE EVIL EYE. The finiahed X31 dealin8 Yi th llidslJllller occult 
do:l.n8J3 in tbe Loch Lomond ares, was delivered to Howard Baker on 15th 
Mey, I'm enclosing berevi th a nws-cutting from the Sunday Pictorial 
of June 29th - 6 weeks later - reportii.'lg real-life !lid.summer occul ti"'1 
on Loch Lemond! ll)r sto:z:y isn •t one sbod toe hackneyed Black Magic 
theme, but has a DION oria;inal basis of strictly Scottish derivati on, 
the re!Oll.t of a considemble time spe:it in various ,arts of Scotlar.1. 
But it is certainly a stl'iking coincidence that the fictional occult 
activities I set near Loch Lomond, s setting inspired by acquaintance 
vi th the Loch end its various moods, should ha'M been fo llowed by real·· 
lire occult activities in tho same locality! ·· 

* ******•• ·~ * 
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"THE SONDAY Tnml " Further to the corres pondence on ~ Magnet No. 

:,o (see pep 286) Bill Lotts succeeded in getting a le t ter published 

en SeptBDher 28th in which he stated the artist wes Hut.ton Mitchell. 

1¥,CK FR011 III TONIC TOOR: I arrived home in the early .bours ot 25th 
September 11.loo a giant retreshed . Amazing what that London a ir (or 
is it the compaey I set into?) does far one. Each evening round 
about 1 1 o I clock I " "" striding alol18 Kensington Higll Street after a 
sixteen bour day, as fresh as a daisy in the early mom. 

One o! the hifllllil!hts was, of course , t he Caterham meeting . 

Bill and Gladys Jardine have left thei r Brishto n bom9" tllt.t held so lll!lDY 

memorios to mESabem of tm London O.B.B .C. but they certainly did not 
leave their hoopi tality hehitlld them. 

There -.ere many other happy events to jot down in m,y di ary when 

I got ho!oe - lunc h at Len Packman ' a befo re the jow:ney to Caterham; 
a deliBhttul af tern oon at Eric Fayne •a; a l wch dat e vi th Marcus 

Jollnson; and visits t o the homes of Bill Lotts, Derek Adle y, JiJo 

Swan and John Shaw. JJ.,io a quick visi t to the new Fleetv a,y House 
building on the " evening of my r eturn . 

& fev days busy pr eparing the October C. D. the on 29th Septm­

ber I jo umayed ~o Birllingh,m fo r the Midlan d Club ' s meeting. &nether 
happy event !or my book of memories. Once spin I vas unlocking t he 

tront door at 3 a.m., tired, but a very Happy Vanderer. H. L. 

• * • * 
VISITOR: Sept ... ber 10th I had the pleasure of welcoming J'r9d Gri!!in 

and fami.ly of llev York to Old York . With typical American hustle 

they only had three hours in the ancient city, then 1Dok the long 
jo,aney to Glouceste r. On the pr evio us evening they spent the eame 
lez,gtb of time at Gerry illi eon ' s home in Leeds. 

Caae spin soon , Fred and make your stay longur . 

* ••• 

Ya!K DUPLICil'D'C imtVICllS, 12& TIIB SIW!BUl:S, Ya!K. TIIL: York 25148. 


