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DIGEST--
Price 1 s. 6d, 

# IT WC!l 'T BE LO!iG NOW. I mean the Annual needless to sey. I'm 
I thinking of little else just now, and , my word, things have been 

happening since I wrote about it le.st. For instance, I 've received 
Gerry Allison's "Skinner , Snoop and Stott" which as a talk,: has already 
been heard by Northern and London members, end enjoyed, Then Mr. 
H. W. Twyman, many years editor of the Union Jack, has sent me a most 
intriguing article which he cslls "Men at Work". In it he tells how 
several popular Blake authors went about writing their stories . Eis 
description of E. S. Brooks on the job will particularly interest his 
fans. 

And talking of llelson Lee, there ' s a real winner by Jemes W. 
Cook. He cel ls it "Kalahari Secret". All I ' ll sey about this i s that 
if ever the A.P. thought of reviving the Nelson Lee Library and E. S . 
Brooks wasn't available they could find a worthy succesoorin Jim Cook, 
You 111 agree when you read it. 

Still another article which will be in type when you read this 
is Harry Broster's "Pentelov 's Other Schools". This is a well done job 
in response to ths requests of . .JDBD;f J .N .P. admirers . And I 've just 
been l ooking at the"100 Questions" set by the four Club s . Some real 
teasers here for you, and no error. 
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To come, there I s another Lee article by Charles Churchill end 
the usual big feature by members of the Sexton Blake Circle. Yes, 
indeed, something for everybody, 

And oh, just a word at,out t he cover, Going along the road one 
d,iy I suddenly hed an idea . Why not, for a chan8e, sketches from 
photographs of leading members of our fraternity? I put it to Bob 
Whit-er, and straight away that old reliable said he would have a f!!J, 
Well, I think we can leave it to Boll. 

Now, just a word about orders . They are coming in sati sfactorily; 
there I s quite a number fran new chums, but there's still a l ot of 
re gular:, wh:> haven't actually ordered or sent in their "Who's Who" 
f e::,ms. · I should be grateful if they'll let me have than as soon as 
possible, as I must place my order soon. I am hoping that once a¢n 
it rill be a record one. 

* ... • * 
THE GREYFRlARS CUP CONTEST. Would London Club members who are writing 
stories p;i.oose send them to Frank Vernon Lay, 167 Watford Road, Harrow , 
Middlesex? 

* * * * 
CHANGE OF ADmESS. Donald B, Webster now resides at 23 West Park 
Road, Kew, Surrey, 

* * * * 
LOOK OUT FOR Tl!m. George Mell has two stor i es in Annuals this year, 
"Against th e Clock" - a motoring yarn in the "Daily Mail's Boys I Annual 
and "Ghost Town Gold'' in "Eagle 8". ·. "Eagle " has also accepted a 
sch:>ol story for lJm. years. Nice work George , 

Yours sincerely, 

HmBERY LEI:l®IBY 

•11•u11uu•1uu111u11uu11u11u11u11111111 1:1111111,i111111u11u11111111t11111u1111111111uu 

QUERY CORNER - Can anyone give any informat i on about a book ca lled , 
I believe, "Tom Strong"? It concerned a boy who won a sch:>larship to 
Claybury School. The author was probably Gunby Hadath. Highlieht of 
the stoxy was a match at Lords against I,yttleton School, Can OI4Y 
give period as ear!y years of the century . Shell be grateful for any 
information. 
R, GUES'r, 5 RALEIGH GARDillS, BRUTON HILL, LOODON, s.w.2. 
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/!3iut h_ i (An Cll 
conducted by JOSEPHINE P!C!GW, 

27 Archdal e Road, East Dulwich1 London, S.E.22. 

I feel t hat o tribute of appreciat i on should be expressed to Mr. 
W. Howard Baker, as Editor of the Sexton Blak e Library and autho r of 
many of the stories, for his efforts in keeping the Blake flag flying. 
True , some of we old-timers will never "t ake" to th e nev se t-up, but 
we must not lose sight of the fact that had not Ilr. Baker modernised 
too whole framework of the S.B.L. we would undoubtedly have said good­
bye to Sex ton Blske lo ng ago, 

In relation to circulation figures, we readers of the C. Digest 
er e few, and here again Mr. Baker i s to be thanked for his efforts to 
please us in bringing back such as Huxton R,ymer, Mrs. Bardell, "Spla sh " 
Page (now Kirby) etc . 

!'a,. Baker has had to put in a lot of herd work, but from 'iha t my 
husband tells me - following his recent meetin g with him at Fleetway 
House - the "new" Blake is fast becoming the popular figure he vas in 
t he pest. As proof of this, Blake ' s adventures are now translated intc 
many foreign languages , such as Norwegian, Swedish, S~>anish, Dutch, 
Danish, Hindustani, etc. 

And so , on behalf of readers of Blakiana, I say "thank you, W, 
Howard Baker, for your good work." 

JOSIE P.ACKMAN 

* * * 
REtfil,!BER THESE 

by E. V. Copeman 

I began to read Sextoo Blake stories in 1929 and in thos e tventy­
eight years I have built up quite a storehouse of memories. Memories 
that are precious t o me. Memories that no doubt. explain wey I am stil l 
(and always ·<ill be, I hope) a Blake fan, Memories of authors , of 
characters and of particular stories. At best I can only rambl e, !01 

memories are, after all, elusive things , but in my ovn humble opinion 
oo better folllldation could have been laid with me than """ laid by the 
authors I now intend listing. Purposel y I have l eft out the SEX'ION 
BLAKE LIBRARY and culled all my refer ences from the ONION JAJ,1( 1 since 
it was per medium of the latter peper that I first came in contact 
with Sexton Blake. And these are the men who introdu ced me to him: 
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1 • ROBERT MURRAY, Most Blake lovers think of Robert Nurray primarily 
as the writer of the Criminals' Confederation stories , For my part , I 
remanber him best for the Paul Cynos series end t he Doctor Satira 
series - and for those two excellent yarns which were publishod in 
U.J. Nos. 1394-5, FRAM60 end THE UNKNOWN, in which Blake was imprisoned 
on the charge o£ ll!Ullder! As for t he Confederation , its tale had been 
t old before I started r eading the UNION JACK. In ret rospec t it wasn •t 
quite the same and in any case it was years before I was able to get 
the earlier part of the series, but I did realise that the reprinted 
yams in 1931 and 1932 were but a shadow of the original . Now that I 
possess most of the stories I st ill intend one da.y reading the series 
right through , then no doubt I will be able to discuss the subject more 
inte l ligently. However, t here are two things that prejudice me. 
Firs1' l y , I lmow that Robert Murray didn't wind up the s erie s biJllaelf, 
and secon~, after the terrific build-up old readers have given it , 
I'm scared stiff I'll be disappointed! There was a yarn of Robert 
Murray's that was given a terrific advance "plug" by tm Editor of 
Detective Weekly. It appeared in D,W, No, 123 as THE FLAMIOO Tll!ROR, 
and was a nondescript effort t hat left me quite cold . I wasn't even 
interested enough t o read Murray •s next yarn, THE CRIME ,a I.ONE HOIBE 
(D.V. No. 127), which I believe now was the last Blake yarn he penned. 
It seemed to me such a flat finish for such en outstanding Blake 
writer. 

2. GWYN EVANS. Here was an author whose work I l oved. I enjoyed 
all his stories, even when he waxed poet ic fo r line after line on 
description ! I liked Splash Page end Ruff Hanson and his very human 
presentation of Mrs. Bardel l end I nspector Cout ts. And I revelled in 
t he atmosphere of the Christmas stories. Of all Gwyn •s Chri stmas 
stories I think I liked cost the two in 1929 ( we were lu cky that year) 
in u.J. Nos . 1365-6, THE MISTLETOE-MILK MYSTERY and THE l!ASQUE OF TINE. 

· ·And whet better picture of the real Coutts can you get then in 
SUSPENDED FROM OOTY (D.J. 1519)7 Two other s:i:cellant stories, THE 
GREY PANTl!Hl (U.J . 1398) end DISGRACE (U.J. 1399) told once mare (with­
in a surprisingly few weeks of Murray's efforts) of Blake being 
arrested end charged with murder. Four other Gwyn Evens • storl.es 
I 111 always rem ... ber are those of the Mister Mist series, THE MAN WHO 
VAIXE:l BY NIG!f.l' (U,J . 1m), THE Pl!All'roM OF SCOTLAND YARD (U.J . 1278), 
THE GREaT BUDGET CONSPIRACY (U.J . 1200) end THE MYSTERY OF 'mE MISSING 
MACE (U.J. 1261). And then there were the Miss Death stories .. .. ., .I 
could l!,O on end on . ..... ... .. 

3 . R.L . HADFIELD AND DAVID MACLUIRE. I •ve sandwiched these two 
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writers in here because each oontributed jus t occasional isolated 
•s tra1gni 111YStary" yarns and both are seldom menti<Jlled in Blaldana . I 
read most of their sto ries and liked them. They were interesting and 
competentll told. !lost remEDbered are lladfield 's SOl!E ffRSOliS UNKNOWN 
(U.J. 1;543) and BORDE!I OF PROOF (U.J. 1371) and Macluixe 's THE roUR'm 
NtJMl!Y (U.J . 1400) and WOT (U.J. 1429). 

4, GIDRGE !WIILTON Tm. I think I've voiced much of m:, appreciation 
of this excellent vrl. tar's work in m:, article TURN BACK TllE CLOCK. 
Particularly I enjoyed Wu Ling, Hulton R,ymer and George Marsden Pl.Ulllll9l 
yarns. fut there are two old storiee I recall very vividly and they . 
are these : (a) a Japanese one with Hulton Rymer and the Japanese 
earthquake, called THE GREEN PORTFOLIO (U.J. 1066) and (b ) an Indian 
one called THE LIZARD MAN ( U .J. No. 1001 ) , .A. Pl.U!l!Der yarn I can 
remEDber vividly is PLUMl'!ER'S DEATH RAY (U.J. 1093) but I'm gi ven to 
understand tilat 'i'eed vasn't the author. In it t here vas an intensely 
interesting game of chess . I liked too the way Teed always shoved 
Blake's humanity - hia gently progressive romance with Mademoisell e 
Yvonne (and later with Yademoiselle Roxane), Tinker's romance with 
Nirvana t!B dancer, and the very real father/son relationship between 
Blake and Tinker. G. H. Teed and Gwyn Evans both seemed to see the 
Baker Street pair as human beings first and detectives second. It 
certainly made them very real. 

5, REX lWjDINGE. I •ve read lots of Rex l!ardinge ' s .A.frican yam.a and 
enjoyed them; yet , strangely enough, 1 t isn't his ILf'rican work that 
remains in m:, mlll!<>ry so much as tvo isolated 11 ttle tales with an 
Indian beckground, These are THE MAN IN TH& lWW1IED ROOK (u.J. 1344) 
and THE MAN WHO SOLD DF.!.TH (U,J. 1406) , .Another of his stories Illl 
never forget (I read it during a terrific atom) is SAY IT WlTH GUIIS 
(U. J. 1416). The latter vas OllS of the few Blake stories illustrated 
by tret excellent artist , E. Hubbard. 

6. EDIIY SXARLFS BROOKS. Valdo was always a prime favourite vi th me 
and I 1ve dealt vi th him to soue length in m:, article WALDO LIVES .A.GAIN 
but I t-ber Brooks too, for hia Bloke yarns which featured that 
""8ilgi.Jl8 personality , the Hon. btaca Cavandish . Usef\JJ. Eustace 
appeared in three particularly good ones , THE C1iSE OF THE THREE BLACK 
CJ.TS (U.J. 1354), TERROR BY NIGi!!' (U.J, 1357) and THE FROZl!N >WI 
MYS!!ERY (U .J. 1364) . 

7 . GILBmr Cm:lTm. Gilbert Chester ' s Union Jack stories were 
ueuslly good. Kost were strsignt mysteries without special characters 
but these l can still th.ink about vith pleasure, THE LIFT-SHAFT 
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MYSTEllI (U.J . 1138}, '1'IIB NEG/u'IVE .f.LIBI (U.J. 1142) , TBS S'l'IWIGB 
AFFAIR OP TB& IWUVitlilION CLUB (u.J. 1300) end 'l'BE GNOKID (u.J. 1362). 

a. COtn'TS BBI§BAJJI. Writing in the Union Jack wder the DMe I}! Reid 
Vhi U.q , Coutts BrisbaDe introduced me to Doctor Ferraro and 1hat bland, 
smiling Chinese student of European banking, Ah Vo. Vho could fail 1:<> 
enjoy such stories as THE MYSm!Y OF TIIE DYED Rffl (U.J. 1242)

1 
B.Ult8 

tJP, LO!IDON (U.J. 1290), TB! MYSTERY OJ' THE RJOR BIIWALO BILLS \U.J. 
1332), TBB ~RING MYSTERY (U.J. 1352) and THE JUlXlMBliT 1!BN (U.J. 1'67} 

9. .&N'l'IDrr SDJIE. Skene wrote usually of Zenith the Albino end I 
found Zelli th a fascinatingly interesting foe for Blake and spent maey 
hsppy hours reading of his exploits. Maybe I waa sorry for him but I 
wes always glad he got away because it would mean further clasbes of 
wits in the future! Names that flash to mind are 'l'BE PUllT OF PIIEr 
(U.J . 1171}, zmITH Dll'.:LAI!m WAR (U.J. 1174}, TB8 lU.llR'l'BD !Dl'IIL MlSTl!BI 
(u~. 1245) and WRY HOUSE (U.J. 1479) . 

10 •. C. llil£OLM HINCKS. I don 't remaaber -1.ng thi.e writer's lllml& 

specially mentioned in the •c.D.", yet I can't forget,,_ of his 
stor i es in the Union J acll:: mch as Tlll!l CARNil'lal WREA.TH lllSTlilRI ( U ,J . 
1287), THE S!W1JV MAN (U.J . 1346} and Billlll!N F.AlfGS (U.J . 1377} , He 
didn •t contribute frequently but when be did, it V88 ua>ally a rattlin& 
good yam. 

Vall , that's it. Ten from ,s:, storehouse. Ten reasona wey I like 
Buice. Purposely I' ve left out the modern wr.l ters . I can cleal vi tb 
the modern tiea111 later, bat the ones I have ~ here were the -, vboee 
spadework not only introduced me to Blake end Tinker bat forged a bond 
of friendship that has stood the test of time. 

My only regret is that they are not all still writing toda,y . Four 
Libraries a month end a U .J, <IVery week! With new stories by the old 
familiar names! Wouldn' t it be Utopia? 

No. 638 
No. 6}9 
No. 640 
No. 641 
No, 642 
No. 643 
No, 644 

* • • * * * 
UNION J.Ag{ TITLES - YEAR 1916 (JANIW!Y - m) 

The Case of the Prisoner of War............. . ........ J.. Blair 
At the Turn of the Bour (Yvonne) .... G. H. Teed 
A Marlced Man (lbnl>l e Begge) ............. -......................... .. .... ~ !1furre.Y 
The Cese of the Chinese Mascot (Kestrel) ..................... L. Jacl<scn 
The Case of the Morphia Patient ...... ................. .. ..... M. Osbome 
In Darkest Lcn:lon ......... . . . .... .... ... ... .. .... . ..................... ..Jf .M. Gnt,ydcll 
h Circl e of steel (Plummer l---·- -............ . ......... M. Oabome 
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No. 645 One War Service __ ...... _ ...... .... ........... .. . .. ..... __________ ,C. Hayter 
No, 646 The Case of the Missing Ainnan (Kestrel) .. _,_ ... _,_)., Jacltsoo 
No. 647 The Affair of the Allendon Plate (Begge) ............. A, Murray 
No. 648 The Case of t he Forged Passports __ ? 
No. 649 The Great Saphixe Jfzy'stery . ? 
No. 650 The Case of t he Khaki !ml.et . ____ ... . . . .... ____ M. Osborne 
No. 651 The case of the Aniline Fonnula {Kestrel) _ .. .. L. Jackson 
No. 652 The Place of Fire (Losely)_. . .... __ c. Hayter 
No. 653 The Martel Square )l.ystery .. ? 
No. 654 The Strange Case of Mr, Justice Jannifer ..... A, Blair 
No, 655 The Affair of th e Dutch Merchant (Kestrel) ... L, Jackson 
llo, 656 The Is land of Fear (Yvonne) ......... . ...... ...... ___ .. G. H, Teed 
No, 657 The House in the Willows (Bliss Cranst on) ... . .... A, Murray 
No, 658 The Pri soner of Portil la (Plumer) .. ... ..... ____ M, Osborne 
No. 659 The Curious Case of th e l'.iss :i.ng Boy. .A, Blair 
11o. 660 The Parrowby Will Mystery A. Blair 

:~ : ~~ :~i~!e~ ~~tti;;t;:;;··Esll;;;(Kes;;;;ry-· --~t =:n 
No. 663 The Case of the Missing Princ ess (Yvonne) . __ .... G. H. Teed 

(Humber 638 is dated 1st January, 1916, am Number 66~ is dated 24th 
June, 1916) , 

EXCHANGE/SALE: bound/loose O.S. Lees, Magnets, S.O.L' s , etc , etc . 
\IJNTED: Magnets , Greyfriars, S.0. L's (coverless S.O.L 's welcomed if 
story complet e and clean, 
_.ASHLt,"Y, 23 MOUNTJOY, _:BR=ID:.:ro_R_T;_.:,_DO:..:.:RS:.:Er:..:.:· __ _____ _ ___ _ 

llAllTED: Runs of Magnets particularly 1930-1940, Holi days Annuals , 
C.D. Annuals, S.0 ,L 's . Any sto r ies and novels by Gunby lladath , 
particularly those on Claybury School. I have choi ce Cricket 1ibrery 
to er.change if required, including rare and beautifully bolmd volumes . 
R. GUEST, 5 RA.LEIGH GARDENS, BRIXroN HILL, S.li . 2. 

URG&ITLY !W:!UIRED TO COMPL!ll'E RUNS FOR BillDING. Magnets, numbers 
1433, 1471, 1472, 14911 1556, 1535, Will ]'ll'Chase or e:rchange with 
bound "Stacey" se rie s \12 copies) in excellent condition . 
WORSELL, 39 FO<YISl!ILL ROAD, HAi~!lAM, BRISTOL, Tel. 6742'n, 

WANTED. S.0.L 's , Grey-friars am St. Jim 's. Your prices please to: ­
J , R. COOK, 178 !'.ARIA S'.mEET, BENWELL, NEWCASTLE UR>N TYNE, 4, 
Condition must be fair and all complete with covers , Swops considered 
Man.y exchanges I if not will b)lV, 
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S.B.L, REYIE:wS .. .... .................. NOVIl!BER, 1958. 

The Voodoo Drum (No, 417) Peter Saxon 

Sexton Bl ake and Marion Leng in the West Indies . An introduction 
which in how many will it fei l to revive memories of Blake ' s past 
col ourful adventures among:st the vast islands dotted ab out the Cari bbear 
particularly th e negro republic of Haiti , that extremely hot and dirty 
tom, in which he was oft en pitted against the beautiful oct oroo n, 
Marie Galante , known as :the High Priestess of Voodoo? 

Drug addiction is an evil Blake ha d set himself the task of 
stomping out on seve ral past occasions , so the theme of t his novel is 
b y no means an original one . A cer t ain drug, many time s mor e poten t 
than 8Illf othe r the Yard has had experience of, i s being br ought into 
t his count ry by J amaicans coming over in the emigration boats . Deprave<l 
and corrupt ed , the addict, whilst showing no outward sympto11S of the 
havoc it is tear ing within him, becomes comple t ely enslaved as all moral 
values disintegra t e . 

Superintendent Grimwald , in making unoffi cial enquiries in Jamaica 
sol i ci t s the aid of a beautiful quadroon , named Maria Sainte , a one­
t :il!le member of .the Liverp ool C. I.D . When her body is washai ashore in 
Mont ego Bay , t he harassed Superintenden t seeks Blake ' s help in smw,hing 
t he dope ring and bringin g l',arie • s murder ers to book. 

With Tinker and Paula buay on routine work at home, Blake deci des 
to give Mario n Lang a little more experience in crime investig;ation . 
Supers ti tious natives - sadisti c kill ers - the rituals of Voodooism -
t he extent of the girl I s orde al may well be imagined when even tlB 
hardened and experienced Blake fails to maste r his lo athing of the cult . 
Not the best of the Saxon stories . 

Rating ......... _ .. Good 

* * * 
The Frightoo ed Peopl e (No, 418) Jack Trevo r Story 

Jack Trevor St ory s tart s his l eg- pulling r.ight fro m the first 
par agraph , with the result that an opming chapter with promises - some­
thing in th e way of fireworks ended in a damp squi b . But , there af ter, 
the author is in grim mood, as he described the exten t of the terror 
t hat can occur in a radi oactive village. Three toy guns of a certain 
make, sold from a sb)p in the High Street of a village called Stoke 
Penton , are found to have been manufac tured from metal charged with 
radio-activity . Two of th e guns are foun d, but not before one of them 
has nearly caused t he death of a little boy for wh<'m it was intmded ~ 
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a birthday present. A newly married couple are in possess ion of the 
third. The use to which ta,y intended it far - that of inti.cidation 
in the execution of a robbe:cy - has a boomerang effect, resulting al ­
most in th o death of tm huslend. 

In treir investigations into the source of the radio- active metal 
and t m blaclonarket dealer and other crooks who are involved in the 
disposal of it, Paula has one great moment when she outwits three thugs 
who are beet on murder, what tune Tinker is coming an awful cropper at 
his end of the enquiries . Paula I s coolnes s and efficiency in a crisis 
proves just how great an asset she is to t a, firm in general and t o her 
ehief in particular. 

A qui et cas e, rather, with Blak e working calmly, yet remorse le ss ly 
in b~ the ciminals to the just ic e they deserve . 

Old friend Coutts of the Yard, albe it much more subdued these 
days , and no l onger a •star" perf=ner , makes e welcome appearance . 

Rating Very good 

WALTER WEBB 

Ill II WII I ••tlll II ltlN II 1111 Il l I I 1 111 I itit l I 11 IJII II Ill II I 11111111 Ill II II********'**'* 
IBO~i INFORMATIO!I RECEIVED - !io . 9 

By 11. 0 . G. Lofts 

E. S. Brooks - Old BoY8 Book Collector 
I of ten receive requests f rom readers to try and dig up soma­

t hing new on E. S. Brooks; and of ten the query as t o why I don't try 
and interview him as he lives l ike mysel f in London. As a vr i ter of 
onl y original info r mation I must point out tha t a full report of fll' . 
Brooks' work for the Amalgamated Press was give n in a C.D. soce years 
ago - when he visited the London Old Boys Book Cl ub. However , per ha!]l 
th e following inf ormation will interest readers taken f r om the "Union 
Jack " No. 145 (second series) dated July 26th , 1906. I have been told 
that Mr. Brooks has in his library all copie s of his "Nelson Lee" yarns, 
and it seem as if he also collec ted Ol d Boys papers in hi s youth . 

From the U.J. Editors Chat 
"I em asked by E. S. Brooks of Windsor House, I.england Bey, 

Glamorgansh.ire, to state that he will po,y 2/ 6 and exchange 120 clean 
copies of 'Pluck' and the ·~.arvel ' fo r Nos. 1-66 , 71, 72, 75 and 76 of 
t he ' Union Jack' and 1- 132 of t he 'Boys Heral d ' , Will any r eader who 
bas t hese copies sen d Mr. Brooks a postcard? " 



They Wrote of Flving Storie s 
Five of the best !mown writers of AiJ,-stories for boys in the 

pre-war period were Captain W. E. Johns; George E. Rocheste r ; Captain 
Robert Hawke; Hedley Scott; and J ohn Brearley . They all wrote for 
such papers as "Boys Own Paper11, "Chums11

,_ "P'Ddem Boy", "Pilot", 
"Ranger" , "Boys Friend Li brary " and the ThoCISOn ]>lpers. Of these 
writers I should ass that Captain Johns has easily become the most 
famous, with his name a househo ld word today. 

i!is Biggles yams bring him in thousands of pollllds each year in 
royal ties a l one - apart from the proceeds in bound books - picture­
atrips - snd other writings . Captain J ohns served as a Flight-Lieut, 

· in the Royal Flying Corpe during the 1914- 18 War, 
Of George E, Rochester I have had the pleasure of .ieeting him 

several times. A full report of one interview was given in the 
October , 1955 C,D. No. 106. Being very slight in stature and now 
just on sixty , it seems hard t o believe that during the first world­
war 1".r. Roclnster handled flying bombers - and was sho t down by German 
anti -aircraft guns behind their lines - and was a prisoner of war . 
Also held the rank of Flig ht-Lieut. During the last war served in the 
R,A,F, Regiment. Alas , for us th ese deys he is writing womans' fict­
i on. Before starting writing in the 1920s worked as a golf-c addy! 
Last time I saw him be contempla ted going to the U.S.A. t o write where 
his family live . 

Captain Robert Hawke and Hedley Scott - were one and the same 
writer! Or to give the real name of the two - Hedley O'Mant, very 
well known personality at tha A.P . before the 1939 war, Mr, O'Mant 
served also in the Royal Flying Corps as an office r and in the last 
war held the rank of Squadron Leader though thi s ti.me on. non-optional 
duties. 

Writ e r of many of t he substi rute •Magnet" ysrna - he was at one 
time a sub-edito r in the "Nagnet" Office , Later in the ' 30s he boo!llle 
Edi tor of th e "flml8er" and "Pil ot" where many of bis flyin g stories 
appeared featuring Baldy's An8els. He was also the autho r of th e 
flying sto ries which appeared in the first issues of "Radio Fun" 
though in this case no name was given . He seems to have disappeared 
completely th ese last few years and no traco of him is likely, 

The last name on the list of write rs of AiJ,-stori es i s John 
Brearley; unfortunately the only information gleaned as yet rui this 
wri ter is that his real name was John Garbutt. I don't think he wrote 
after 1940 for the boys j>lpers - though he has been reported as having 
written a Blake story in the •q1ew Zealand Chums" several years "80· 
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A!J I have not seen this story , it "'8:J be possible that it i s a rep rint 
of an earlier yarn . 

**'***lilUIUIIUUUlllllliUliUUllllltllltUltHIIUIUUIIUNNUIU IUN ll¥1 ........ 

WANTED URG<lfrLY: Sexton Bl ake Libraries 1st se r ies. Nos. 17, 105, 10': 
197, 198, 201, 202. SeJ<ton Blake Lib. 2nd series . Nos. B, 25, 10, 
111, 129, 213, 236, 243, 272, 293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 520, 667. 
Boys Friend Libs. 1st series . Nos. 10, 68, 102, 105, 107, 165, 229, 24€ 
669. Boys Friend Libs . 2nd ser ies. Nos. 392, 396. 
Union Jacks. Nos. 881, 1041, H)98. 
!-!RS. J . PACKJ,'.AI!, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST OOLitICH, LCNJXlN, S.E. 22. 

FOR EXCIIANGE: 100 Magnet s , mostly pre 1934. Als o 40 S.O.Ls (1937-8) 
and 50 Gems (1937-8). 
WR'.TED Ill EXCHANGE: Magnet s prio r t o No. 517 and Populars (new 
ser ies) 101 to 568, especially llos. 300 and 381. Please st ate 
exchonges availab l e a.'ld send S.A.E. for lists to:-
F . COCliilO.!T, . HAWBER HOUSE, SILSDEN, NR. KEIGHLEY, YORKS. 

FOR SALE: Union Jacks from 1100 to end in almost mint condition . 
Price 1 /6 each. Send your want lists t o : 
F. V. LAY, 167 WATFORD ROAD, IIARRO"w, MIDDLESEX. 

WAW!'ED: School Girls Own Annuals, 
BELLFIELD, 24 GRAINGERS LANE, CRAllLEY IIEATII, SmFS. 

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE: B.O.P. Annual, 1885, bound weekly parts , 
soil ed covers, otherwise perfect . Nagnets 1422, 1424, 1425, 1426, 
1427, 1428, 1429, 1456, 1546, 1547, 1548, 1549, 1581, 1602, 1603, 
1632, 1635, 1636, 1637, 1638, 1642. Gems 47, 1422, 1442, 1566, 1594, 
1595. Offers . S.A.E. please . 
GRE!llWOOD, 63 GRIFFIT&S DRIVE, WEOOESFIELD, STAFFS. 

A GOOD IDEA: Ray Bennett st ruck on what I thought was a very good 
idea - a talk called "Desert Ialand Books" based , of course, on the 
radi o feature "Desert Island Discs", He has given his talk in Binn­
ingham and London. With each select ion he gives a br ie ~ expl anation 
as to why he chose it . Seems to me there 's a chance here f ot some 
excellent articles . 

How about it? 

* * * * 
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HAMIL TONI ANA 
compiled by HmBERT LEX:KOOY 

rnANK RICl!AROO - Ill II.TIN. "ACTA DIUR.~" is the only Latin newspaper 
in the world. It consis ts of 8 large pages , beautifully printed on 
high qusli ty paper , profusely illustrated by exce ll ent artists, and 
the remarkable t hing about it is that overy word in th e entire pro­
duction is Latin , The F.c!i to r and Producer of "Acta Diurna" i s Mr. 
G, M, Lyne, M.B.E. , B. A., who has been a c l ose fri end of Eri c Fayne ' s 
fo r many years. 

The latest issue is of interest to us , as it cont ains "Carmen 
!lavale " by Frank Richards - an excellen t Latin translati on of Sir 
Joseph Porte r' s song . An editorial news-letter (in Eilglish) , which 
accompanies the Latin paper, makes the foll011ing COlll!lEnt: "Those 
readers who are accustomed t o turn eager l y to the les t page in orde r 
to read - and hum to th emselves - t he latest "ca:rnen" by Didymus will 
this t ime find unfamiliar initials belOII a spiri t ed rendering of Sir 
Joseph Por ter ' s song ''When I was a lad I served a term" in H.M.S, 
Pinafo r e . It should not be inferred from thi s that Didymus has 
abandoned his lyre , but r athe r that he has yielded place on this 
occasion to a rival bard. Those of our English speald.ng r eaders who 
were schoo lbo ys long a8(l - and many who are schoolboys n01< - will 
rejoice to hear that th e initials are tho se of Mr, Fr ank Richards , 
creato r of that well-known stw.ent , William Bunter,• 

We, who are also well acquain ted with William Bunter, wonder 
whether this i s th e first time th at Fran!.: Richards has appeared in 
prin t in Latin , 

* * * * * * 
FRA.i;J( RICHAl!re llRITES AGAIN: 

Septwber 23rd, 1958, 
Dear Herbert Lecken by, 

Thanks for the C.D. l'.ey I mention that in IIIY l etter in this 
issue a misprint DBde t he word "work.11 read "word" which must have 
perp lexed some read ers, These little things will happen ! 

I am very interested in Eric I s article ~n the s ubjec t of. 
cri ticism. I couldn 't agree more wit h his conclusion that it is a 
good thing . It may keep an autho r up to th e marl<:; it may give him 
new id eas; and a new s lant on thin85. Only lord Bacon was able to 
say "I have t aken al l knOl<ledge to be IIIY province"; th e rea t of us 
have to be content with a much smaller territory; and even after 
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eighty a writer is never too old t o learn. 

But as to wheth er a critic should be "dogmatic " I agree less with 
Eric . I really think it would be wiser for the cri tic to give his view 
not as an unassai l abl e fact, but as an opinion. For example, I myself 
can see litUe meri t in Byron' s verse; but would that justify ma in 
st a ting "Byron was no poet!" I don't think so . My view of Cicero is 
t hat be was very much of a windbag. But could I sta t e "Ci cero was a 
windbag", and l eave i t at that? Surely a spot of diffidence is not 
out of pl ace in such matters . Let t he critic go all out in criticism; 
but le t him also remember Cromwell' s appeal to t he Scotti sh elders: 
"I do beseech you t o consider that possib ly you may be mistaken !" 

With kindest r egards , 
Always yours sincere ly, 

FRANK RICHARfS 

******* 
LET' S BE CO!ITROYmSIAL 

In this series, Eric Fayne touches on certa in matters of interest to 
s tudents of t he llamilton pipers . He gives hi s own views superfi cially. 
If Y!>U will write to him, expressing your opinions on the topic s he 
discusses , he will sumarise readers ' views in a future issue.) 

No. 20. PEr AVffiSI~. 
The Hamilt on papers catered for all tastes . The stories were so 

varied , tre characters so diverse, that i t would have been little short 
of a miracl e if every re ader had liked every yam which appeared, It 
would be impossible to lis t every type of story that the average 
Hamilton fan delighted in, f or such a list would include most of the 
sto ri es from 1m t o 1958, Therefor e , it i s interesting , an:i I hope , 
not too carping , to conside r the type of st ory which an individual 
r eader disliked, remembering, of course , that one man' s meat is an­
other man• s poison . 

Was the re any type of s t ory which you could class as your pet 
avers ion, anong the vast majority that you enj oyed s o mx:h? 

There wer e three types of sto ry which I, personal ly I disliked , 
and oddly enough, none of them comes from the Gem. 

Pride of place among my "betes noires " goes t o tm "Upstart" 
series , which l ef t an unpleas a.'lt taste in my mout h. No s t ory of this 
type is lD be found in t he Gem •s pages , but yams of upstarts were se t 
at both Greyfriar s and Rookwood. At Greyfriars, Timothy Perkins , a 
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f ootman ' s :son , came int o money snd took the name of Algernon De '/er e . 
~ 4 sto ry series was well-writte n , but it made me squirm . No more 
palatab l e did I find an 8 story Rookwood ser ies concernmg George 
!h,ggi.ns , a revel ting upstart who turn ed up at Rookwood as Cutt.be rt 
Montmorency . It ended , unpleasantly enough , with a brief sequence 
where Jimmy Silver, on holiday , saw Montmorency, now a fawning waite r 
and still an ups tart, in a big hotel . 

Upstart s exist - t hey are the most despicable of snobs. They 
exemplify the trui s"' that bJ:'<lOO:ing tells. Yet these se r ies turned the 
spotli@ilt on a frailty of human nature which I , at l ea.st, did not 
enjoy in a :,choo l sto ry. 

Secondly , I did not care for the early Magnet s tori es which to l d 
of abject poverty of certain schoo l boys . The pover ty, t he extreme 
snobbery of the cads , and the near patronage of the better lade made 
uneasy r eading. At St . Jim's, Redfern , Owen and Lawrence were intro­
duced as scholarship l ads , in a delightful series which totally lacked 
the anbarrassment of the Linley anl. Penfo l d tales. 

What a strong contrast with those early io!agnet yams is the Gem' s 
magnificent "Schoolboy Pug'' series, with its restrained characterisa ­
tion and its perfect pen-pictures. Here , in remarkably true-to-life 
sketches, the chums of Study No. 6 sho-,.ed, unintentionally, their 
disgus t at the new boy's table-manners . A splendid piece or writing 
which exemplified something which I am certain is true - that schoo l­
boys judge another boy by what he is , and not by his l ack of material 
posse ssions or the shortcomlngs of his fa.mi.ly. 

The poverty of Linl ey and Penfold was ombarrassing , how 
different from the ,utho r ' s li ghter, deligh tful touch of later years, 
when he mentioned that "Bunter's fees were never paid till the end of 
term ." The contrast is that of e:ra;igeration with the s uperbly naturcl . 

Finally, I was never qui t e happy over barring-cut stories wr.ere 
t he theme seemed to get a little out of hand, and the best boys 
handled their regular master . For this reason, tb'3 vision of 1-lr. 
!l&cker being compelled to wash up , during th e Hacker rebellion, struck 
me as rather u.'lfunny. Yet I greatly enjoy ed the Gem story which told 
of Wally, goaded by injustice, l assooing ~:r. Selby , anl. binding him to , 
tree. P0 ssibly my ill ogical view poin t is due to the fact that the 
Hacker episode was intended to be justified am amusing , while Wally , 
in a story of strong drama, was shown t o be gui1 ty of a breach of good 
taste in handling his mast er , a man old enoui;:h t o be his father. 

These three isolated types of s t ory, then , were my own pet 
aver sions . I mention them because no autho r cen please all of his 
readers all t he time. The remarkable thing is that our star author 
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pleased all of his naders most of the ta e, a record which fw 
writers will ever equal . 

It's just my point of view. What' s yours? 

• * * * * * 
ASK l!E A!IO'l'Hm - No, 4. 

1 • Who was Ethel Maynard? 
2 . Which paper was "The Firefly" amalgamted with? 
3. Who invented Psmi th, end what was ti.. title of too first story 

in which he appeared? 
4. Who was Dennis Carr'? 
5. What was the title of the first Gem to have a coloured cover? 

6. Who owned a race horse named "Maharajah"? 
7. Which member of the Facoua Five pla.ved a concertina? 
a. Who was Augusta Anstrutbei,.Browne? 
9. llhat was "The Limit" in St . Jim 's stories? 

10. llhore did Peter and Patsy live? 
11. At which school was Delamora the captain? 
12. In which series did Mr. Chard feature? 

5/- to t he sender of the best list of 811S1fers first received by the 

Editor. 10 points to his Club Branch, if oo belongs to a Club. 

Points will be totalled each month. Which Club is the best informed 

on hobby matters? Closing date - November 19th . 

Ansvers to set !lo. 3. 
1. "Lucky for Parkinson" - (Holiday Annual, 1926) 
2. Lumley- LUJ:lley. 3, Arthur Mee. 4. The Happy l',ig . 

5. Hero of "Fi fth Form at St . Dominic •s•. 6. Fis her T. Fish . 
7. Bob Cherry. a. Nelson Lee. 9. Artist , prominmt in A.P ' s 

Girls ' papers , before First i'orld liar. 10. 1919. 11. Y,r. Quelch. 

12 . Charles Hamilton. 

5/ - has been sent to ll. o. G. Lofts , 56 Sheringham !louse , Liss on Street 

Lomon, N.'tl.1. The London Club has earned 10 points . Totals -
10 points Nortbem; 10 points r.,rseyside; 10 points London. 

• • • • • • • 
CONTRO\lmlliL EX:lllES 

No, 18. WE WHO CRITICISE!. Are we ovei,.criticel? 
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RQGER JmKJ NS writes: "I think you have hit the nail on the head 
squarely. The hobby cann ot live on sentiment alone, and we cannot go 
on shar.in8 our happy memories indet'ini tel.y . Facts can be very inter­
esting and a reference to the plots of various stories is wuvo i dabl~ , 
but th; main s t imulant can only be a reasoned criticism , the personal. 
viewpoin t of a collector who feels that he has something to say. A 
novel cr iticism will make mo want to read tha story mysel f t o see if 
I agree wi t h the critic: a mere summary of t he plo t with no personal 
criticism at all only makes me fee l that the story has been spoil t for 
me in advance . ' 

ile are all adults who are sti ll interested in papers written 
mainly for the juvenile market . As adults we hav e developed critical 
faculties far in excess of those we had when young. It would be 
gro t esque t o claim that we should s uspend all our critical faculties 
when we r ead the Magnet and Geti, and pretend that we are children 
again . The only lasting source of pleasure t o be had from the hobby 
is the realisati on that many stories, written primarily for chiHre n , 
are capable of yie l ding g:reat satisfaction when read by olde r people -
a test of morit which applies to many books from "Alice in lionderl,nd" 
onwards. 

To s tm1 up: · don ' t pretend to be a child, and do write about the 
hobby from a personal angle wit h plenty of r easoned cri ticism and 
original thought. 

In short , I agree with you all the way." 

:JO!' POSTER write s : ''We are not over-criti co.l . Any author who offers 
his work to the public of necess ity in vi t es cri ticisn and mw,t be 
prepared to receive it and face up to it. It is natural for the 
public to cri ti cise , and an interes t ing aut hor who fears criticism and 
resents it would do well not to publish. 

Next, and arising out of my first , we cri tics should beware of 
what ve mean by cri ticism . True criticism means rather appraisal, 
assessment, evaluation than pulling to pieces , and if we practice the 
l atter rather than the former we.might quite justifiably expose our­
selves to a charge of being over-critical , from an indignant and out­
r aged aut hor . 

Finally , bee.ring in mind the true mooning of criticism , the 
marvellous t hing is that the stories which delighted ua so much when 
we were young , should s till work their magic spel l on us now that we 
have reached 'fcian •s esta t e." 

If to strive to understand and explain this magic, to seek 81'.ld 
find examples of it, and to poin t o:,t these examples to others with 
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joy and enthusiasm is to be ovel'-cri tieal - and in 111Y connotat i on of 
t he tam, "ove~ri t ical" means only this - them I am une.shsmedly ovez, 
cri tice.l". 

GIDRGE SELLARS writes: "It is human nature to criticise , end it i s 
not really a bad fault . I f there were not critics , the wor ld end the 
C.D. would be dull indeed . Looking back down the years at Frank 
Richards' work, from tb! present day to 1907, I suppose that his out­
put must have been one of t he greatest of eny author , past or present. 
my writer , with such a r ecol'd, would indeed have t o be a supeman , 
if all of his stor ies nre beyond crit i cism. Even so , I think that 
nearly al l of his stories in the Gem, Magnet, end Boys' Friend wer e 
faultless. 

I am delighted t o see that the master hil:Jself has entered into 
the spirit of "Let ' s Be Controversial" for I have often wondered what 
he 1hought about the se "Echoes ", I sincerely hope that he will 
continua to do so . 

Are we ove~tical? Yes, I think so, at ti.mes put on the 
whole, not too ljlUCh so." 

* * * * * 
BUNTER THE WI'IllESS 

by E. J. Davey 

It is a well !mown fact that Bunter is the imnortal character 
in tb! Greyfriars stories; just w,iy this should be :ao is not al to­
gether clear; al though no doubt one could hazard some reasons . 

His characteristics are well known, and among t hem his propensi ~ 
for deviatin,; from the truth is deplorably (end funnily), prominent . 
As Inky would say, "The fibfulness is t errific ". Often and often ha.a 
Mr, Quelch whopped our unveracious Fat Owl, He has also described 
Bunter as the most untruthful boy in the Form. Only too true even 
if Bunter does say , protestingly , "Oh really , Si r " , 

Bunter fib s may be classified thus: -
( 1) Boasting ; usually of the glori es of Bunter Court, 

or about his wealthy and titled relati ons , or of 
his own unexcelled prowess at anything which 
happens to have been mentioned , 
(Sad to relate - all existing entirely on bi s Oiffi 

imagination) • 
(2) When accused of a misdemeanour, for example , plll'­

l oining comestibles f rom a senior bo)IS study . 
Bunter's incredible obtuseness , plus his inability to tell a 
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plain and straightforward story , snd his var: · palpable falsehoods , all 
combine to his undoing as a witness of events . Not a 1i ttle of the 
tremendous humour of the Fat Owl as a character arises fran this sit­
utation. As a witness he persists in the same story , which in itself 
is strong evidence that he is telling the troth , but in view of his 
unenviable reputation , snd often a villainously damaging combination 
of circumstances, is just not believed . 

A number of examples could be quo ted of Bunter the Witness , as 
not least illlportan t of his foncti ons in the stories is to be sn unseen 
vi tness of events not mesnt to be gene rally !mown; and not a 1i ttle 
humour arises from such incidents. 

Thus for example, in the 1936 m,ild West " se ri es , the Co., and 
Bunter were in Texas staying with Smithy at a ranch which had been 
bought by Smithy's pater. Several s tories concerned a trail thief who 
hid his face with a flour bag. On one occas i on Bunter f el l off his 
horse (a not unusual occurence), and was left by t he wayside . Here , 
hidden by the foliage , Bunter watched the trail thief remove his 
disguise. When the Co., returned to collect the Fat and fatuous Owl, 
Bunt er produced the fl our lag and told his tale. Obvious ly true as 
proved by the flour bag . But unfortunately, Bunter could not describe 
a single feature of the man •s ,ppearence when subsequently questi oned by 
the Sheriff, although he could snd did recognise him! l a ter. 

"l didn •t notice particularly" was t he substance of his replies. 
As Bob Cherry remarked - "Sure he had a face Bunter? Sheriff Lick will 
catch him easily on that de::,cripti on." 

In the foregcing Bunter ' s stupidi zy put him complete l y out of 
Court, but in the "Bounder's Double " series, circumstances completely 
discredited th e Fat Owl on one occasi on. Vernon Smith was being held 
a pri,.mer at Lsnthom Chase whil s t his cousin who was exac tly like h:' m 
in voice and appearance, took his place at school . Punter ' s fat !.eg 
hlld been pulled hard and a vary wrathful Owl goes over to Lanthom 
Chase on vengeance bent. He arrives just as Smithy who has made a 
desperate attempt to escape, is struggling with his captor in the Hall . 
Shouts the Bounder to Bunter - "Tell Redwing I •m kidnapped." Bunter is 
of course, hustled awey befo re he can rescue Smithy from the bol d , bad 
kidnapper , and duly passes on the message to the usualrocompanimmt of 
laughter and disbelief. Just as Bunter is suggesting that they should 
tell Qualch and that Smithy won' t come in f or Roll, in walks ."Smithy " 
( Vernon dressed snd looking exactly like his cousin) • Bunter is 
completely discredited, and very natural l y, also most aggrieved and 
amazed. "Why, Smi tlzy you beas t, what did you say you were kidnapped 
for when y0u weren't?" Why indeed? 
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It is very 8Dl8in8 to notice in tbeae incid.anta that people 
mght well believe Bunter simply becauae be persists in the aane story 
and, '91'1 aigni.t"icantly, keeps on repeating exactly the 88lD8 details, 

lle'9rlhal.eea, one can hardly b1- the cheery cbllllS of Greyfriars 
for bein8 such Doubting Thomases; and Bunter the Unseen lii tness 's tale 
in a "Veter Lily" series stor,y for ezaaple, pessed all boulld8 of 
credence, 

llho oaild possibly believe that t he tm.rtty Fonscmby of lliehcliffe 
would balp Shifty Spooner to steal the boat? .Anl1 yet that is just 
what Pon did in his bitter 118lin and desire for revenge on his old 
enemies, !lo wonder that Sbi!ty's amazed euriousity was aroused , 

Doubtless other 8Ulllples could be quoted worthy of Bob Cherry'• 
«-1t on the occasion, "l!.Y only sainted .llmt Seapronia, do you reelly 
upoct 1111 to beliffe you, Old rat lion?" 

J. philooopber llas said tbat tbo most real things in the world 
are the "imponderables •, You can 't oee or touch ouch moral and 
opiritual ruuss ea marale, honesty and truth, al though d-,nstrably 
they are all-important in the life of lien and Nati<m11, Prank Richardo 
hall said tbet the best way of inculcating the Yirtues is b7 means of a 
good stor.,, Bow ri@!lt be is! '1'be eueples quoted of "Banter the 
Yitnesa" are oo]J' a f911 lh<><ing part of Prank Ricbarda' great ak1ll in 
"pointin« a moral, to adorn a tale•, 110 1lll0bstrusl:n,ly and painlessly 
w1 tb a t%uJ,y superb use of the powerful aid of hlmour, ...................................................................... 

Old Boys Book Club 
LQlllXlll :m:TI(!: Vbm Gerry J.l.lisoo wrote to 118 and said he intended 
to attend the lJood Green •eting and asked whether be could gl.ve his, 
aa we all nov know, excellent treatise on "Sk:im>er, Snoop and Stott,• 
I replied 'certainly.• Indeed Gerr,y was one of the ~ts of honour, 
The talk vaa thorou@l>ly enjoyed b7 the large atteodanoe vbich included 
tbe Bristol oontingent, Fred and Norall Rntberford,Bb Worsell and fllllily 
Rs,y Bennett t.ran Tipton, Boy Parsons together w1 th Roger Jeokins from 
llants, It was wry pleasing to learn tllat Gerry's effort will be 
probably included in th! C.D, Jnnual. Ray Bennett, always pleased to 
- oar friebd frat Statfa, gllVe US bis "Desert Island Bocb" which 
1lll8 greatly enjoyed am receivud tho •gratte:re• from all present. 
Vith Bileen ,..d Kathleen cll>in8 the csterin8 hanours, time passed all 

~ mee • ~"'I::t, it is ~ir:them f1 = :::ftbf:t N~; 
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worthy host on this occasion, Horace Roberts, know so as to f acilitate 
catering arrangeamts, Yi th grateful thanks to all present, to the 
hosts , and Gerry and Ray, it was time for call over end homewards bouDd 
vi th further happy memories. UllCLE Ba!JAMIN. 

!IOR1RERN SIDTION: Meeting at 239 Hyde Parle Road, Leeds, 12th October, 
1958, This was one of the most enjoyable, and certainly the busiest 
meeting for some tiJDe. We were all very glad to see Bill Harrison back 
vi th us, after a spell in the infirmary. The Chai.noan welcomed him 
back int o the fold, and also expressed pleasure in seeing Stan Smith 
with us. 

Secre ts,y and Librarian/Treasurer made their reports, and ye t 
another donation to the library, of fo ur 3d, .B.F.Ls in mint condition, 
from .Bill Thurbon of Cambr idge was grate:tully received. Then we 
discussed the Greyfriars Cup contest, and laid our plans to win it for 
North ern this year. Herbert Locken by the n gave us his usual ti. tbi ts of 
news from many sources. 

Herbert also provided the piece-d&-resistance of the evening. This 
was entitled "Peeps into some Victorian Bloods " . Very soo n, the room 
was ankle deep in gore , and groans, screams and diabolical curses rang 
out, But like little Audrey we just lau ghed , end laughed, and laughed. 

Then followed refreshmmta, to take away the taste of blood, and 
soon we were ready f or an Eliminati on Quiz on "MR, QUEICH''. In this for 
the umpteenth time, Jack Wood was the winner. All the placards in Leeds 
have lately asked all sorts of questions as t o whom is Jack Wood. AB if 
we didn 't lmow ! 

Next meeting, Saturday, November 8th , with J. Breeze Bentley as the 
star turn. Roll along, ladies and gentl£100?1, 

GERRY ALLISON 

O. B.B.C. MIDLAND Sl'X:TIO!I: Report of meeting held 29th Septenber, 1958, 
in the Chambers of Commerce, .Birmingham. A goodl,1 number of the tried 
and true turned up t o give a warm welcome to Herbert Leckaiby, Deep 
regret was felt that Ja ck Ingram and Ted Davey had business appointmants 
but we know th ey would have been there at the least chance possible , The 
and the few othe:., we did expect were vecy unluclcy as this night• s progra­
me turned out to be one of the best of tbe year. We were oompensated 
for the absenc e of those mentioned by tbe very welcome first appearance 
at the club of Jolm Tanl.inson and J oe Marston from Burton on Tra:it . Ve 
hope both of them will come often. 

!fter business had been settled and a 16 question quiz of mine 
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(llam111'>ni.an subjects) had been jointly wen by Tom Porter and John T. 
with both all correct, we sat back to enjoy Herbert ' s talk on Boys 
paper of 1900-1910 . His account of hov be came to read his very 
first boys paper away back in 1899 bro\l8'lt back siJ:lilar ma,ories to a 
lot of us. ro illustrate his talk he produced quite a pile of t hese 
old "gems". Whet a wonderful sight the y were as he held then up for 
inspection. Old, maybe, but to us priceless. Boys Friends , Realms , 
Unicn Jacks, Plucks, Nuggets , ilnpire Libraries, Buffal o Bills, Claude 
Duvals , Dick Turpins , even a few from far off Arerica. 'iell spiced 
vith persoosl anecdotes, this descriptive talk went on till it was 
time to switch to other subjects. Thanks Herbert . In short , we have 
to feel very grateful to Herbert for coming down from Yorl< to give us 
this valuable talk. Also appreciation was expressed by the Chaimsn 
of the hospitality shown by Rev. A. G. Pound to Herbert. 

After J ohn Tomlinson and J oe Marston had given a short talk on 
their experiences of old boys books, the company ~laxed to hear 
iioman r ead a descriptive artic l e on Bighcliffe and Ponaonby and their 
relations Iii th Greyfriars . This had been prepared by myself; Norman 
read it beCBUse I had t o l eave early. I hear i t went down well . 

HARRr° maim - Secretery • 

RERJRT OF mlSE"lSIDE SEX:TION JiE!,,'l'ING - 12th Octobar. This was supposed 
to be our Annual General Mee tin;; but , owing· to the packed and varied 
progrsme for the evening, it was decided to postpone this until nm:t 
month. 

Firstly , members were given a very pleasant surprise when, upon 
arrival , they were introduced t o thet "lfing" of Comic Paper collec t ors 
Mr. Arthur Harris . This was Mr. Harris'a first visit to Merseyside, 
end we were delighted that he had decided to bring his charming wife 
on ti.. journey fro m Llandudno. Needless to say, his talk on the Comic 
Papers was one of the two highlights of the evening , especially as it 
was illustrated vi th specimens of these grand old papers . Bis talk 
concemed the years from 1890 to 1914, and we loamed that he has a 
collection of 3,000 comic papers, including Number One of Comic Cuts 
and others, A most enj oyable tal k , and, not to be outdone , Hrs. 
Harris asked whether we possessed any books by Harold Avery, 1,e: we:ro 
happy to oblige. 

The other highlight was the fine ges~ by Pat Laffey in taking 
all the trouble to bring his film projector and screen , and delighting 
ti.. meeting with a series of coloured films, some of which had been 
"sh:>t" by himself whilst on h:>liday in Devon. Many of the scenes · ·. 
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were r eal ly beautiful., and evon when Pat himse l f appeared on one or 
two of the films, it did not SPQil the scenery! Thanks, Pat , for 
going to all this trouble , the pl easure you gave made it well worth 
while, 

During the evening three of the complete d Cup Competition 
stories were read out, and it was generally agreed that t hey were 
sufficientl,y varied and interesting as to give the other Sections a 
joll,y good run fo r t heir money. But what a job t o condense a sto ry 
into four J>889sl One other item : a le tter was r ead from Mr . 
Sri tzer regr ettin g that , due to ill heal th, he would not again be able 
to attend th e meetings. To lose a s talwart l ike Mr, (Turpin) Switzer 
is a sad blow, and we know how very much he used to lov e tm meetings . 
We shall be kee ping in touch with our old friend , and ensuring that he 
receives a copy of the C. D. every month, Good luck , Nr, Switz er , and 
warmest wishes n:-om. us all! 

Next meeting - 9th November, 6 .30 p ,m. 
FRANK UNWIII 

THE GOLDEN HOURS CWB - Sydney , Aust ralia: Our meeting held on loth 
October at ti.. Sydney Y.M. C.A. at 6,30 p .m. got away t o a wonderful 
start as we had an almost canpleta roll up - only me:nbers absent were 
Frank Jones and Mr. Cameron . We had the pleasure of welc oming Jack 
Murtagh on a visit from New Zealand and Mr. Gorfain f ormerly edi t or 
of the Silver Jacket , our guest speaker. In the pest week our Club 
has received some publicity in the Sydney No ming Herald and four 
gue~ts swelle d our numbers as a result . Another paper The Telegraph 
is also interested an:i sen t along a reporter t o interview our Chairman 
Arnold Keena and later s eve ral photographs were taken of members and 
their treasured books . Aft er a warm welc ome had been extended to our 
guests by Arnold, Stan Nicholls opened the evening 's entertainment by a 
deeply interesting lecture on boys li tersture from 1850 to th e tum of 
the century. Vict or Colby then took up the thra..d of history - our 
aim was to show the fie ld of boys papers for the past hundred years and 
from t he foundation of the early "Bloods" Victor built up a detailed and 
absolutel y true history of Sexton Blake and the publications in which 
his cases have appeared . One amusing observation that he made li terall; 
brought the house down - Sexton Blake will be 100 years old in this 
year of grece and is still remarkably spry for this vunerable age! 
Syd Sizyth then carried on the talk with his very bright presentation 
of tile hi st ory of The Gan and Magnet from their creation to their 
regretted demise in the last war •••• various other books featuring 
IIBmil ton stories were also diocussed and then 1 with the sta.ge set far 
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our guest speaker Syd Smyth,retired amidst appreciative applause t o 
make vey f or Mr. Gorfain. Quita obviously ona of us at heart he soon 
had his audience joumeyinil vi th hiJD to southern Eilgl.and to meet the 
i ll ustrious Charles llsmilton - ve shared that wonderful in tervie w with 
him, Most generously he had brought sloll8 copies of t he "SilTI>r Jacket" 
and these vere distributed 1':> the IIIQllbers amidst excited chatter as 
everyone discussed the interesting talks given thia evenillg , and i t vas 
on this happy note thBo' the maetill8 brolc& up about 10 p.m. - all too 
soon of course - ve had anticipated a wonderful evening but it had 
exceeded all expectations. 

B, PATE - Secreter., • ...................................................................... 
NELSON LEE COLUMN 

By JJ.!X i'OOD 
Nostaw, j28 Stockton Lene, 

York. 
fuone: 25795 
• * * * * 

i'ell , the lads ere back, end, as Jim Cook reports , they had a 
tumultuous welcome. back to the old school. Our rovill8 correspondent 
t ells the stor., - end whets our appetite for the feast to come in the 
C. D. Annual. 

St, Frank ' s College, 
Bell ton , Sussex . 

Slollly end proudly the London express train entered Bell ton 
station. Then, at a signal given on a dnml, the band on the platfom 
coomenced playing, It vas a grand musical welcome to the crowd of bojs 
and mm who slighted from the train. 

For St. Frank's had come to Bell ton to meet St, Frank ' s fran 
Africa! 

i'e were back from one of the most g!Drious adventures ever 
imagined . i'e were back, safe and sound, in old Eilgl.and, in qui et ol d 
Bellton and st. Franks! 

Tanned a dusky hue, and carrying batUe scars as evidence of 
battle , ve must have appeared a str81l88 mixture as ve assanbled outside 
the little forecourt of Bellton station. 

Yet ve were whol e. No losses to report except toose of the other 
side , vho, given t heir way, it would have been us 1 not they 1 who nov 
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lie picked clean by vultures, bleaching by the sun in tb> Kalahari 
Desert, 

I CllilllOt command spe.ce here to te ll t he whole story of our 
African adventure , I shall need time to gathe r my notes and othe r 
material germane to the expediti on , and possibly a contrib utic:n from . 
ot her members of the party - perhaps Mr . Lee or Lord Dorri.more , 

So I intend to set it all down in t he .lnnual where space permits 
greater freedom . 

Our hoaiecoming was certainly sn even t. The sleepy little station 
at Bell ton was swanmngwi th enthusiastic schoo lboy s , oome of them from 
other schools in the neighbour hood. A huge "welcome home" banner was 
held up and somehow or other we found our sel ves formed into a column 
r eady to march, 

I don't think we intended jo urn eying t o St. Frank ' s that way, 
but somebody had the idea of making our last le g of th e journey from 
South A1':rica one that wuld go down in memor; for all tillB , 

People were at their doors and outside their. shops es we marched 
thrOUgh Bell t on Village. The tr emendous welcome from the villagers 
was a speci al one as they l ooked upon the occasion aa one directly 
concerning them. For St, Frank ' s was Bellton , and Bellton was St . 
Frank's! 

The huge crowd, now swollen , filled Bellton Lane, and after 
we had entered the famous old Triangle, ol d J osh Cuttle was forced 
the close th e lodge gates and shut out the happy crowd , 

T'oo entire schoo l wss now gathered in t he Triangle, and burs ts 
of chee r ing went up at frequent intervals as friends came t ogether, It 
was one huge mass , shaking aands, talking , l au;;:hing and yel l ing, They 
were all there, the domestics and the gard eners, the grooms am the 
boot boys and peges . The ma sters and the seniors and t he juniors. Net 
f or getting the Third . They were very much th ere ! 

It was indeed a great welcome home, The happy faces am the 
flush of deli8ht from everybody made this an historic occasion , 

From the steps of th e .lncient House stepped a figure, Jnd 
suddenly it was quiet, The babbl e ceased, The hum subsided. Not a 
foot moved, The sun shining out of a cloudless sky reflected a s il­
very corl<.screw effect on the water of th e fountain fi-om wher e I stood , 
A sl ight rustle came from the leaves of the chestnut trees as a de­
parting simmer breeze tore throu gh them . Then a mighty roar bnie the 
silence . 

A wave of excitement · starting as a chain reaction of shouting 
a.Di cheering surged through the dense crowd, shattering once again the 
afternoon. 
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Somehow t he press t'4!htened tovards the figure on the steps and 

surrounded him, 
An upright and sturdy gentleman, grey haired 81ld '!earing pince­

nez glasses, his kindly face wreathed in smiles vas eoai in the centre 

or the milling t .. rong. But he was more pleased than ever ! 

It was Dr. Stafford! Headmaster of St. Frank ' &! Returned to 

the old College . It vas a double evmt? It vas t he final t ouch . The 

end of a perfect day. 
•Welcome home boy,," Dr, Stafford said , addressing us ell . "It 

was not very dignified of me to waylay you here , but I captured some 

of the enthusiasm of the crowd and I simply could not contain "l1I3 

i.mpam.ence. " A roar of cheering vent up. 
"Are you coming back to St. Frank's , sit?" yelled Handforth . Dr, 

Stafford pointed to his gown. "I can assure you I am back 1n harness , 

as you can see• be smiled, 
Nelson Lee, l<>rd Dorri.more end Dr, Brett then appeared on t he 

steps ood after a prolonged bout of cheering and clapping escorted the 

Head into the Ancient !louse. 
llov can I describe the memorable afternoon . Fell o;alike Gore­

Pearce, Be:rnard Forrest end Teddy Long bell in ri t h tho general hspw 

mood. Gulliver and Bell , one-ti.me clnins of Fullwood, vere just as 

a:,:cited at seeing him as everybody el se . Kenmore shook hands rith 

Nipper , and &loch Snipe velcomed Handy by offering his hand. 

Thus the r eturn of the wanderers was completely and detini tely 

accepted ! 
But it vas an indicati on of the feeling t hs t ran thro\1111> the 

school . And after Dr. staff ord md gone through t o the study , the boys 

vent to their studies , some to prepare t ea for special partie s , soma to 
look over familiar places thst at one ti.c,e, out there 1n t he desert , 

caused maJ'\Y a mooent of sad.~ess an! hoae-s ickness . 
!low it was all over . Tired and triU!:!phsnt, ve had returned home. 

After the appalling hardship ve had endured these las t weeks it is a 

miracle anybody is nonaal. Nelson Lee warned us a period af reaction 

110uld set in , but for the moment, ve lived f or the day , and tocioITOV 

would tske care of itself . 
Many of the juniors an! men had escaped death so llllll\Y times l<>rd 

Dorrimore declared the boys of St . Frank ' s ware indestructable! They 

were imune from the final disaster that overtakes all mortals , 

Ieter on Dr. Stafford announced from th e dais in the Big Hall he 

110uld mce more be taking on th! post as headmaster . lie explained he 

has reoovered 1rom tie illness that forced him to le ave St . Frank's 
and he va.s now fit an! well . 



The tremendous ovation he received was proof of bis immense 
popularity. The old hall rang with the cheering, and Nelson Lee , 
bronzed, a picture of heal th, sat behin d him , highly satisfied. Many 
vere the stirring events that must have risen up in Lee's mind as he 
vent over the years of his association with Dr. Stafford. 

t o be continued. 
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PORTRAIT GALLERil!l 

ODD ITEl'.S OF INTIBEST -
By E. V. Copeman 

A POPULAR FEATUaE of the A. P. papers from time t o time was the 
Portrait Gallery. I can recall more than one Greyfriars Gallery in 
the MAcm.T drawn by C. H. Chapman. Reynold s and 1".acdonald did St . 
Jim ' s Galleries in the GEM. Wakefield did a small Rookwood Gallery . 
Arthur Jones and Kenneth Brookes each did a St. Frank ' s Gallery. 
Another St. Frank ' s Gallery appeared in 1929/ 30 but I can't recall the 
artist's name. Eric R. Parker did a small Gallery for The D. W. sowing 
s exton Blake , Tinker, Coutts, and a few others , not forgetting ol d l<!rs. 
Bsrdell . 

These Galleries were good and w'e remember them vividly. In the 
100th issue of the C.D. in April, 1955 we had one contribution to a 
c .D. Gallery; it being a pen sketch of our Editor, Herbert Leckmby, 
specially drawn for the occasion by c. ii . Chapman. 

We'd like to suggest more submissions for a C .D. Gallery; those 
cf us who are on the other side of the world would l ike to get some 
idea of what veil-known contributors to the C.D. l ook l ike. 

(As will be seen from an earlier page , Eric will be getting his 
vish by way of the Annual cover. H. L.) 

* ********* * 
LAST MINUTE FLASH: The contributors to the Sexton Blake Circle 
feature in the Annual are: J osie Peckman, Walter Webb, Victor Col by, 
Bill Lefts end Derek Adley - a grand te=! 

Have You ordered Your Annual yet? If you haven' t take action 
st once. 

****** 

YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 12A THE SHAMBLES, YC1ll<. Tel: York 25148 


