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THE GLORIOUS '.i'm.F'm. !lo, this hasn ' t anything to do with grouse ; 
it , needless to sey . concerns our, Annual and there ' s no grouse where 
that i s concemed , so far at anyrat e . 

The firs t report came, appropriate l y eno\l811, from Ill)' first hobby 
friend Harry Dowler. Here's a little of what he sai d: 

"Undoubtedly the finest Annual you have produced . The list of 
Blake autrors and their true identity is alone worth the money. But 
everythill,; else is tremendously interesting and informative . My 
hearty congratulations to you, your contributors and York Duplicating 
Services for a really splendid piece of worlc." 

ilell , a little la t er I set off for London heavily laden wit h 
Annuals but with a ligh t heart . 

London! Still one more heart stirring record far Ill)' book of 
memories, I won' t dwell on it this time but I must say a few words 
about that delightful Sunday. 

I was at Len Packman 's for lunch and whilst there that great 
fell~ Marcuo Johnson, rang up and offered to come along with his car 
and take us to the meeti ng. Gladly we accepted. Soon we were on our 
wey right across London !ro m Lordship Lane, S.E . 22 to Lordship Lane , 
N. 22. Gosh, what a meeting it was with a record attendance . Not 
the l e.:ist of Ill)' pleasure was in meeting several fellows for t he f irst 
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time ; Roy Parsons (from Southampton), Max Sheldon, Eb Worsell (from 
Brist ol ), the Rev. John Dockerty and Arthur Moyse. 

As I surveyed the packed room 11\Y heart was full. In a few r&­

marks I recslled that when too London O. B.B.C. was formed sODeone said 
to me "It won't last long''. That member dild some yesrs ago and I 
said that if he ·coul d look down into that room he might say "Row wrong 
was I 0

• 

Well Ben llhi ter will be telling you something of what happened 
so I '11 say no more. 

Part of the rest of 11\Y time was spent, especially at Eric Fayne ' s , 
plruming !!m year • s Annual. 

Back home again I found stacks of cards and letters awaitin;: me. 
Occasional l y I wonder what 11\Y Christmases will be like if I have gro wn 
too old to produce the Annual. Perish th e thought : 

A'.l.'TlllTION! SEXTON BLAKE FAIIS. One of the March S.B.Ls will be of 
special in t erest fo r it was written by one of our own members Rex 
Dol phin , of Hyde Heath, Amersham, Bucks. Those of you who havo read 
the early C. Ds and Annuals will remember his interesting artic l es and 
clever puzzl es , 

I am sure not only th ose who are particularly interested in t he 
Sexton Blake stories but all our mecbers will heartily congratulate Rex 
on his success , oni hope it \11.11 be the first of many. 

THOOE CHRIS'.!%\S GREE'l'Ill~. l\Y hearty thanks to all who sent them. 
They grow oore numerous each year. My home looks like thet of a big 
fanily. Well I have a big family haven ' t I? And t hey are scattered 
all over the world. 

Yours sincerely , 

IIERBOO LEOCENBY 

IIUIIUUU UNNIIUII II MIIUIIIIIIIUIINll ll.llltUIIIIUIIUIIIUIIUHUIIIIU**°* ff****** 

W.AllTED: certain l!a8l)ets, Boys' Friend 3<1, Library No. 319 and Picture 
'siioviio . 1. YOUR prices paid . Send lists to 
DAVID STACEY, WICKFORD, ESSEX. 

W1NTED: "Captain" volumes. Also any stories or novels by Gunby 
~ or John Mowbrar. Also S.P.C. !lo . 33. 
R. GUEST, 5 RALEIGH GARDmS, llRIXTOII HILL, LONDON, s.w.2. 
CHA!IGE OF ADDRESS: Fran about Januaiy 17th Gerald Allison's address 
will be : 3 BINGLEr ROAD, MnlSTO:I, NR. IIKLEY, YO~HIRE. Would his 
many correspondents please note . 
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/'Jfaf?.ia n a , . . . . 
conducted by JC§!l'!IIIIE PACIOIAK 

27 y:chdale Road. East Dulvich. London, S,E,22. 
Once again Christmas ia over , Christmas is of courae eseentiall,y 

a ti.me for children, and tboae of us who either have or have bad little 
ones deri ve IIIIICh 11leasure in giving them the aame happiness 118 ,re · Oll2'­
ael -.ea· r eoehed fran our perm ts whee we were their aee, Nevertheless, 
we too, also derive much pleasure in reading our old Christas issues 
of the papers of our youth and, through the mfJllori es they bring back , 
recapturing iiome of our own happy, carefree Christmases, 

jDd so, on wit h the Nev Year, May your individual hopes snd 
aspintiOOB fructify is the. sincere wish of your Blaldana conductress •• 

Jo.sIE . PACKIWI 

* * * 
TllB ~ OF TIME 

By EJ.izabet\CBette) J , Pate 

PART C!lE 

According t o the ancient pllilosopbars, !Ian, in h1s lite spsn, 
passes through seven age11 whic h cover his progress ftolll the endearing 
innocence of bsbyhood to the doubtful wisdom of old "88· jDd each 
page, as it is tuxnad by life'a .,.,..,ts, leaves its mrk upon b:ls 
ph;ysical features and charecter. As Man grows older it is inevitable 
too:. that in retrospect be will ranember his contSDporaries framed as 
it,,..,... by the passing parade of events. 

Doubtless, you, who have known Sexton Blake dcnm thr~ the 
years have nostalgic m-.riee of this old friend as he was whee first 
you met. hiln - own now, in you-mind's eye, you can aee his face, his 
clothes , and 8'19n more important still, his character, as be was then -
and to you be will lllwe.rs be linked in ..,..,ry with evm t s parallel with 
that first meeting. But, as Mr. E, s . TUrner says in his book "Boys 
will be Boys" .. .... , "No disciple of Blake would claim that the :,,aste r 
bas remained uncbanead since he besan his profession• , snd we, who love 
and adil>ire this great man, mu.st, if we are honest, agree with Mr. 
Turnar. Blake bas changed, is chenging even now and rill change 1n 
the future - but thm , so are we am the world in vbich we live •••• • 
the onlJ' constent thing being Cllln&e itself. 



!t varioua stages of the detective's career the lditors o! the 
Seton Blake Library, in their talks to the readers, have declared 
"Sexton Blake movea vi th the ti..,s•, alld to tJ1l¥ student o! "Blaldana" 
tbia vell-vorn clicbe · ia a sel!-mclent fact - Blake bas always been 
the mirror o! the tilles end in hill ve have seen the ideal man o! the 
ers through the ll'f9tl of t he authors, well avare of public opi.ilion. 

!s Clll8 grows older one );wlcoaes more acutely 8Jl8l'0 o! the svifter 
pussie of time, reeliai.nc bow fieeting is the pleuure o! today, 
appreciating the peat Yitb all ita treasurea vhilat enjoying the pr&-
amt Yith sharpened !acul ties. And eV0?y ~t the :lne:J:orable tickiJJc . 
ot the clock grows louder 88 tiae pushes the prec:ioua mutes froa the 
future lllfiftly through the present, back into the peat. 

'l'llroul!!> the years there has been a silent ri tneu t o the pasaing 
parade o! evoota in the lite of th e great detective. Sometimea it has 
been foe inatead of friend, whoo, in times of stress and danger the 
fieeting moments ranged tbemeal vea on tbe side of the ooe,ey, lnlt it has 
Nen the daily ocminp and goineli and it is to this witness that .we must 
tum for the complete picture . iJe has seen the joys and sorrows , the 
trillllpbs and failures, shared the drama and suspense enacted in t~ose 
flllllOW! rooms, all vith complete indifference to the pe88888 of the 
years, tor he is Time itself! 

The handso.., grandfather clock, malloved by the loving care of 
g,,oerstiona has !!l8l'l<ed the destin.y of this fazaoue man and DOif, as it 
stands in the dim hall in llaker Street, the sheen o! the roSO'o-ood cese 
catches and holds :th• abaft of ...nlight !il teriz,g throuc:h the fsn~t 
above the vell-lmovn door. In · its . early days the clock, a family 
heirloom much prized by the youthful Blake, had stood in the detective 'a 
rooms at Bew Inn Chambers and later in his office in 'iych Street off 
the Strand. But tar OltJ1l¥ years nov it has been comfortably set tled in 
the hall at Baker Street - somehow it s antique lines had looked out of 
place in the detective's chrollium-plated suite in Berl<eley Square and 
be bad returned it to its familiar place in the halllfll1 of hie flat ••• 
an old friend to greet him at the end of the day. 

It had aero the first client enter his 1'00IIIS, a prosperow, 
Victorisn centlemsn, :1.nmaculate in frock ooat - vho bad glanced moment­
arily at the imposing clock, checking the ti.., on his own silver turnip 
ntcb 88 be glanced round impe.tiantly for the detectiv e he had come to 
COMUlt, 

for a brief moment the hour and !!linute hand& en the face of the 
clock were one, and then latter moved sviftly on its journey into the 
last ~ ot DecEllber, t he etately hour hand folloving more leieurely, 
in no reel !mnz to ooter into the l!ev Year - for tbia vaa 18931 an 
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age of l eisure when Britain was monarch of the seas and there was al l 
the time in the world •• • ••• the clock ticked s lowl y and the pendulum 
swung its d.i;:nified measure. 

In that Penny-Farthing era we were introduced t o a man who was 
the epitome of the ideal Victorian lliglishman - ra ther staid , a lit tle 
pompous at tices but always the soul of discretion , and the accent was 
on honour , the old - school t ie and behavious as befitted a "pukha sahib '' 
of the :!lnpire. To us , accustomed to the casual camaraderie of modem 
life he appears a little cold ond unf riendly , even snobbish • •••• not t he 
very humane, warm per sonality we came to know in l a ter years . But then 
wo must remanbor he was a rathe r solitary type in t hose far off days 
before the warmth of Tinker ' s cheery companionshi p thawed out his icy 
rese rv e . Britis h to the backbone , he was ra t her mel odramatic in his 
speech ; but tr.is too was in accordance with the times , for it was the 
age of the stage drama and realism ·,as yet t o come to t he theatre . Hal 
Moredith , or to give him his real nome, Harry Blyt h, created t he first 
image and introduced us t o Sexton Blake in "Marvel" No. 6, published 
in December, 1893, and it is through his eyes that we first saw the 
detective - as yet unknown but stepping even then on t he fi rst rung 
of ttie lad der of fame. 

"Sexton Blake bel onged to the ne\l order of detect i ves . He, 
possessed n highly cultivated mind which helped to support his active 
courage . His refined , cl ean-shaven face readily len t its elf t o any 
disguise and his mobile features assis t ed to clinch ,my facial 
illusi on he des ir ed to produce.• 

An illustration showed him as a tall, well - bull t man, weori.ng 
a hi~crmmed square bowl er hat , long double-breasted overcoa t, 
gripping a cane walking s t ick in gl oved hands . His nose was straighr , 
chin firm and side l evers of hair came down to the bas e of his ears. 
His at titude was thoughtful nnd dignified. 

And letar, in Halfpenny Marvel !lo. 33 Blake , in no uncertain 
words, defined his business ethics and as he spoke we could almost 
hear Rudyard Kipling applauding in t he backgroun d whilst the bugles 
sound the call to duty . Be states "If you look fo r any dishonourable 
work nt our hands you mey spare your own words and ow: time ( thi s in a 
very cur t manner) . lie do not in t erfe re in disputes between man and 
wife nor do we pursue defaulting cle rks. But if there is a wrong to 
be righted , en evi l to be redressed , or 11 rescue of th e weak and th e 
suffering from the powerful, our hearty ass i stonce CM be readily 
obtained . \le do nothing for hire here ; we would cheerfully undertake 
to perfom ri thout fee or r ewe.rd. But when our clients ere weal thy we 
are not so unjust t o our selves as to make a gratui t ous offe r of our 
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services." Blake in this flowery speech is not using t he Royal 
plural as he was in partnorship at the tilDB with a French det ect ive, 
one Jules Gervaise. 

To presen t day readers Blake ' s methods than seem crude and his 
triumphs at times most mysterious •• .. • the startling denouncement where 
he brought the rabbit out of the hat was in keeping with th e li t erature 
of the day - Blake was presented as the wizard of ~et ection, to startle 
and mystify th e reader - the day when t he reader was taken on th e trail, 
st ep by st op, or into th e laborotory to share the mysteries of scien t­
ific investigation was yet to come. The C. I.D. , with its headquerters 
at Scotlaoo Yard had been estob lished a few years earlier in 1878 by 
Sir E. Howard Vincent , and whil st Blake ' s earl y relations with this 
establishment were cordial he did not then enjoy the privileges and 
assistance granted to him in l ate r years. 

Blake's attitude t o th e feir sex in those pictur&-postcard days 
was always that of the pure and gm tle knight •• •• "sens peur et sans 
raproche" •. •. • he eight rescue the damsel in distress but even when 
t here was a hint of heart interest in th e beginning he had no time fo r 
gentle dalliance •• •• like a priest, Blake was wedded to his profession. 

The clock ticks faster as we move into th e n"" and vastly 
exciting twentieth century, \lhi.lst the pendulum has a rlzythmic swing 
reminiscent of the "can- can". 

And so , whilst the Empire mourns the passing of a great lady and 
draws bresth prepar atory to stepping out of the staid Victorian age on 
t o the merry- go-round of the Edwardian era , we find Blake in this 
transition period stepping as it were from t he slow, dignified hansom 
cab to the daring new horseless carriage - the latter endangering life 
and limb by its reckles s speed of 10 m.p.h, Some suicidal types were 
even speaki.ns of flying like a bird - "sheer nonsense, of course", 
said the dying Vic tori.an . .... "Well, you never can tell 11, said t he more 
daring Edwardian. 

Newly installed in his sanctum at Baker Street the detective was 
t hen in the process of sorting the wheat from the chaff so far as 
assistants were concerned . And as the first t hree, a Chinese, "Wee 
Wee", "Griff " and Wallace Lorimer bowed graceful l y into the wings, 
Tillker came centre stage to share the spotlight with t he man who later 
was t o beCOIDB fictio n' s most famous detect i ve , and by Blake's side he 
played bis rol e vi th cheery, i rr e!)ressible spirit end courage . In 1903 
he became an integral part of the Baker Street meJlll88, filling an 
important and two-fo l d r ole as Sexton Blake badly needed a foil for 
his rather austere nature and son:eone to prevent him becoming J>Ompous. 

Still rather melodramatic in speech , the Sexton Blake o1: those 
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days was always myste r ious, usually bewild ering , judging by present-
day standards - and t he man of many disguises. , •• some so obviously 
false and stai!9y that now we wonder how t he reader of tmse days ever 
believed such melodramati c situations. But then, this was the age not 
only of the gay music-hall but also of tear-jerking drama on the gas 
lit stll89 , where there was room only for the heavy shadings of black or 
wbi te and characters were very definitely either good or bad • . • never any 
doubt in a Blake story of those days as t o who was t he hero of the s t ory 
(and the villain, with an appropria te name was always black and 
hissable ! ) , No time then for half tones or the subtle characterisation 
of later days . 

And the grandfathe r clock, in his ne'.i home in Baker Str<!et , 
watches the evol ution, marks time and waits. 

Blake ' s outward appearance has clJan€ed somewhat, he is leaner 
but still clean shaven .,. the port l y Victorian gentleman has disappeared 
and now we see him dressed in the narrow stove-pipe trous ers of too 
Edwardian era , vi th the shorte r jacket and high-winged collar then so 
fashi onable . Dorl< hair, slightly curling in front, dark piercing eyes 
and a r at her beaky nose above a granite chin show how Blake , even then, 
wru, slowly evolving into th e hallk-eyed aqui l ine-featured detective we 
cane t o lmow so well in l a ter years. 

In his exhausting profession his main solace was hi s beloved pipe 
(a meerschaumn of course , as smoked by the best detecti ves) , end already 
he had fallen into the habit of donning his old crims on dres sing gown 
as en ai d to deep th ought . 

And the Baker Str<!et household had now become eminently respect­
abl e as a housekeeper had appesred on the scene - the inimitab l e Bardell, 
who was to bring , albeit unconsci ously, many ,m.using moments to the 
famous pair . 

In those far off days , when Science as we kno.., it today was a very 
precocious infan t , regarded by the man in the s t reet as half - brother to 
mediaeval black-magic - the ever active mind of the detective was 
following wi t h interest t ai new science of ·identifi ca tion by finge r­
prints. Pioneered by Hersc hel who fir st used them for this purpose in 
Bengal in 1877, t he syste m had been in t roduoed into England in 1880 by 
Foulds and devel oped in its present form by Sir Edward Henry and Sir 
Francis Gel ton. By present day s tandar ds tm detective ' s scientific 
knowl edee was very meagre, his equipoent sparse end elementary, but he 
was l aying the foundation of his future as a scientific cr:iJne inv est­
igator. 

Looking back we tend to think of the Edwardians as flJJ.Y end care­
free - a society unshadowed as yet by the thre at of the first llorld lier 
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hol oca1JSt- yet too Blake of those years was a rather sober person of 
serious mien ••• even his patriotism seemed ratlie r overdone . One thing 
noticeably missing in those eerly stories is humour, although Tinker's 
atrocious slang does cause us to smile now as we view it in retrospect . 
There was little of the friendly back-chat of later years - Blake was 
very much tho aesthot i c , dedic:ited to his profession, and Tinker a 
quaint Cockney figure yet to be moulded into the l oyal , cour egeous and 
f\m-loving individual who was to win so ce.ny friends by his own l ove of 
people in the years ahead. 

The clock t<.cks ominiously • •• , the pendulum pauses • • •• stops as t.':te 
world holds i ts breath at the horror of 1914--1918 • ••• then, in tempo 
with the world, the pendulum goes mad and swings wildly as the hands 
move giddily into the ~ Twenties . 

(End of Part One) 

* * * * * * * * * 
l!!PPY 100TH BIRTHDAY I S!:rnlN BLAKE! 

By V. E. Colby 

I am sure that all Blake l overs everywhere rill join me in wishing 
him all the vary best on the occasi on of his 100th birthday . 

Unfortunate l y the exact .!!il,Y of Blake ' s birth is unknown, but we 
wera told in -!,i. Union .Jack lio. 125 ("How Sexton Blake lion His Spurs" 
by ':/, Shaw Rae) that in September, 1878 , Sexton Bl ake , not long out of 
his teens, played a heroic part in saving t he lives of passengers of 
t he ill - fated saloon steamer "Princ ess Alice" when it was rammed and 
Sllllk by the cargo boat "Byvell Castle" in the lower reaches of t he \ 
Thames. Blake , the.'!, was "not long out of his teens" in th e year 
1878. Let's ssy 21 years of age . 

His birth-year , on that basis , would have been 1859, and his 
1ooth birthday this year of Grace, 1959. 

Greetings and coni;ratulati cns are tendered accordingly ! 

* * * * * * * * * 
~ ! 

It is regre t ted that in pr eparing Blcldane l ast month I omitt ed 
a line from Miss Margaret Cooke's article "To Old Friends - and Their 
Friends ". The omission is on pnge 340, Paragraph two should r ead as 
f ollows :-

"She has learned to understand Blake ' • moods and motives , to be 
generous when his work brings rim int o contact with other vcmen who 
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vho fi!ld him attrnc ti\'13, and to work vi th other members of his staff , 

particula rl y vi th Tinke r, now Junior Partne r in charge of all cases in 

the nor th , and Head of the Records, Dark Room and Laborato ry department 

at th o Berkeley Squaro offices . " 

....,••••u••• ••n••* ....... **'***'••••on111n 1111•u•111u11u11111tllu~ 

S.B,L, REVmlS - JANUARY, 1959 

A Cry in t he Night ! (No, 421) Pete r Saxon 

What secre t <lid t he boyishly attrncti ve Carol Francia possess t hat 

she should bs so brutally murdered in order that i t would re,,ain her com­

pani on in death? Driving t hrough the lonely and reJ:lOte country lanes of 

Essex one night , Blake see s her hu:ldlod mutilated figure bathed in the 

powerful headli ght s of pis Jaguar , and rushes her with al l speed t o a 

road: ,ouse called t he Scalded Cat, in order to get i:.edi cal aid . 

ait during his urgent sui:cons to t he b:lspital, a person \lllknCT.m 

cre eps furtively t o Blake's car, and thrusts a small knife in to t he 

doomed gi rl 1 s throat, sealing for all time th e lips which chould have 

divul ged the secret vi thin har. A singular l y dastardly criJ:10 which, 

since i t occurred in bis own car when she was Wider his sole protec ti on 

shook Blake, teak- hardened as he was to all form.:i of criminal sa vage ry , 

t o a mood of irrevocabl e determina ti on t o hound down her ki ller. 

He i s one of a group or characters who fn,quen tly patronises t he 

Scaldod Cat, a sinister night-club vi th a resi dent ba.'111 !mown -

appropriately enough - as Ron Boddy and hi s Boddysnatchers , who t hres h 

fri enziodly every nigh t for the ente rtainmont of its clie ntele in ro ck 

'n roll . Tho climax to thi s cas&--book is t err ific , and t he tension 

taut in th e building up of it, llormslly , Pete r Ssxon takes Blcl<e out 

of t he country to some of thos e fer away spot s belov ed of G. H, Teed 

in the old days ; but for a change keeps Blake on home soil hero . 

In the writing of thrill ers , thi s follo,r Saxon has certainly se t 

a high standard - yet how consiste ntly ho keeps up to it ! 

Ratin8 .. ____ Excellent 

Consider Your Verdict (!lo . 422) Rex l!ardinAA 
A dirty evening in Pl ymouth , vi th t he elements so bsd t hat the 

Bl ake ors,nisati on , tough as it is , is glad to break off t he eJl8tl8'111ent 

temporari ly and s tream thankfully int o t he stalls of t he Alha!:,bro 

Theatre , But th e battle is soon t o be resumed, with Blake , Tink or nnd 

Paula lritting the crime trail aga in ; for t he act thoy are just in time 

to soo , perf ormed by an illusi onis t namod ~lax Marlin and his wif o , 

Claire , ends in tragedy . The victim - Morlin; the causo of death -
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poison . Suicide? Murder? Without doubt, t he l at t er , as Bl ake quickly 
ascertains . 

From the moment when he sees Claire continu ousl y shooting appre­
hensive glances to1tards e short , thickset man, sea ted in t he stalls and 
sets Tinker to shadow him when t he curt ain i s prematurely rung dom, 
the act i on never fl ags. Claire is no angel and as number one suspect 
her background does nothing to improve her chances of esta blishing her 
innocence. But Bl ake turns his back on the seemingly obvious , and 
trans f ers his llllwelcome atten t ions 1>J various male characters, all 
evincing interest in Claire Md all of vhom had t heir reasons for 
hating Merl in . Blake 's deducti ons in tracking dOltn the murderer are 
masterly, convincing too. 

Rex Hardinge , sole surviving writer of the U.J, days , r eturns t o 
the pages of the S.B.L. aft er an absence of nearly 3 years. In sta t ing 
that this is one of the best and most conscientiously written novels he 
has ever n itten , I am swayed neithe r by sentiment nor past criticisms 
of the iJll!lediate pre lie" Order publications, Md rrry verdict in so far 
as this novel i s concerned needs no considering whatever . 

Congratulations Rex Hardinge, and a very welcome r e tum! 

Rating .... tlxcellen t 

WALTER VEBB 
* * * 

FOO'fflOTE: A supporting feature in the volu:ne i s an arti cle on the 1 • 
Sexton Blake Ci rcle . By the time this aclmowle~ent appears it will 
have been read by everyone who st ill finds an in t erest in the modem 
B11lke, and can be int erpr eted ns nothing l ess than a genuine desire on 
the part of t he edi t or 1>J co-operate to the fullest extent of his power 
in giving us an S. B.L. bet t er than every before. W.W. 

* * * 
THE YEAR I N BR IEF 

BETTER, BRIGHTER and MORE INTERES'l'IllG than ever befor e! What 
other verdict could there possibl y be after one has r ead the fare 
offered in the 1958 volumes of the S.B.'L.? To have improved on the 
high aver age of 1957 was no r,ean achievCJ:1ent; but t hat is exact ly 
what W. Howard Baker and his talented lit tl e cot eri e of writers did 
during th e pest twelve months , in providing a well -varied progr8lllll8 of 
a standard which I, personal ly, have not oojoyed so much since first 
t aking up the Library many years ago. 

Frank Umrin vent over the pest year ' s S.B.L's pretty thoroughly 
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in bis article for the Annual and since being in almost complete ogree­
mmt with what he se.id therein , there is no point in my duplicating bis 
remarks here. As he so truly remarked, it was n year of consoli dation 
for Blnke, end I am in ent ire agreement with him in naming "The Sea 
Tigers" by Peter Saxon as t ro hit of t he year. If ever a novel deserved 
tho dignity of stiff covers and a purohnse price running into shillings 
instead of pence, this one certainly did . 

One new author was introduced t o the se l ected little bond of Blake 
writ ers in 1958 - Edwin Harrison , who bids fair to become a popular 
contributor. 

The four sto ri es in the order in which they are printed gave me 
my greatest reading thrills, and these I conside r the four best storioa 
publi she d in 1958: 

( 1) "The Sea Tigers" (2) "The Evil Eye" 
(3) "The House on the Bay" (3) "Nine 0 ' Cl ock Shndow" 

These were written by Petor Saxon, Yiartin Thocas, Arthur Maclean, and 
Jack Trevor Story, re spectively . I also much enjoyed Arthur Kent's 
novel "Stailway to Murder• and consider the cover of that pertioular 
issue the best drown of the series. 

Best supporting item - edito r W. Hovard Baker's straigh t-f rol!l­
the-shoulder edi t ori al ; a fronk adl!lissi on of future S.B.L. policy which 
was unique in t hat no previ ous Blake edi t or would have been courageous 
enough to have spoken in such fearless t erms. Yet i t gave the true 
Blake fan a fee l ing of ccxnfort, for it was an encouragin& sign that nt 
l as t t he S.B.L. was out of the danger zone end sailing full steam t o 
safety. 

By t he evidence i t has been touch and go, t he strui!gle arduous 
end, at til!les, disrouragi.ng; but in giving t he Blake render better 
vnlue for his t Od. today than he got for bis 4d. in pre-war days , th e 
edito r has put the little magazine on its prev i ous firm footing again . 
An even bette r circula t ion could have happy resul. ts - a SEXTON BLAKE 
ANNUAL for 1959 for example! A happy thought, but a by no means iJD... 
probable one, being entirely dependent on continu ed support end faithful 
co-oper ati on, a combina tion from which springs the lif e-b l ood of all 
published work. 

And now, into 1959 with - let us hope - a continusti on of t he 
presen t top level n9Vel a , with , perhaps, a li t tle more support froc 
Ja,:,es StOQ:, end that veteran of many ol d boys' st ories - John Hunter. 

WALTER \IEBB 
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* *** * HAMILTONIANA 
Compiled by IIERBil!T LD:.'KENBY 

* *** * 

The "Daily Sketch" of December 18th devoted the gr eater PBrt of 
a page to an interview with Frank Richards by Herbert Kretzmor. Here 
are a few ex.tract s : 

Referring to the play at the Pal oce Theatre , Frank Richards said: 
"Haven' t been to London sinc e the war. I shcl l never go to London 
again - not evoo t o see ol d Bunter on the stage. Old Bunter" ho 
chucl<led noddillg hi s head "Who'd have thought he'd last so well? Makes 
me laugh sometimes it r eal ly does . " "I'm a very old man, I can •t last 
much l onger. But " he prodded his pipe defiantly into empty air - "it 's 
absurd t o worry about death. \I/hen denth oomes, why, I' ll feel lik e I 'm 
changing trains in a long jo urney. That ' s all t here is to that." 

"I t hink a lot about God and the life to come. I ' ve written a 
book on religion . Nobody vents it, all they want is Bunter. They 
won I t l et me be se rious. 11 

There was also the interesting statement that Miss Edith Hood 
l>ad been his housekeeper for 30 years. 

Herbert KretZl!lilr finished his statemen t lik e this: "I said good­
bye to this marvall ous and al ert old ,..,,,, who built a school out of the 
imaginings of his uni que talent nnd filled it with boys who Cllll never 
dis - because they had never really lived . " 

"Good- bye" he snid , sitting very quiet l y by th o fire. "Goodbye, 
rny boy, goodbye" . 

( ll'ell l et ' s hope the grsnd old man was wrong in ono respect - when 
he said "I Cllll ' t last much l onger". lie can't have him changing trains 
ye t. H.L. ) 

* * * * * * * * * 
BILLY BUNTER'S f!YSTEJ!Y CHRISTMAS: ~The play at t he Palace Theatre is ­
creating a lo t of inte rest. It has twice been ment ioned on sown radio . 
On December 19th the r e was an interview with the l ady producer. She said 
it would be quite up t o date with a pl ot concerning the theft of atomic 
plans . 

Then on December 23rd Barbara Hooper had a word or two with 
Gerald Campion who had just f inished a dress rehearsal watched by an 
audience of children. Miss llcoper asked if Bunter wasn • t dated. Mr. 
Campion emphatically denied that declaring tha t Bunter was as popular 
with the present generati on of children as t hose of 50 years ~· He 
save some amusing ertrncts from l et~~rs he ho.4 ;received to prove it, 

c 
t 



~~~~~~~~~~~~--,5 

He also told of a correspondent who had asked for the l oan of 
some of his gament s for a fancy dross affair . The request came from 
an eld erly lady . 

Many of our members will be going to the Palace Theatre . If I 
get any of their opinions in time I ' 11 try and get them into this issue. 

* * * * * * * • * 
00 15 BE CON'IROVIBSIAL 

( In this seri es , Eric Fayne touches on certain ma ttera on interest to 
students of the Hamilt on papers . Ho gives his own views superficially . 
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions on the t opics he 
discus ses, be will s\llJJlarise readers ' views in a f'Uture issue). 

No, 22. TO BIND OR NC!r TO BIND 
Tmt is th e questi on which most of us have asked ourselves from 

time to time. lie have, of course , ample proof t hat copies carefully 
done up in parcels will retain their pristine freshness in amazing 
fashi on, but the great destroyers are rusting pins, vhich rot t ho JBP&r 
around them, and leave unsi ghtly marks wholesale . 

In rJI1f own collection I have two thousand copi es bound so far , 
a.'ld, sl O'•ly but sure ly, I am wading through the reiraining two thousand 
and more - slowly, on accO\mt of the cost ; surely , because I am cer­
tain it is the only method of preserving them. 

The pepera l ose their individuality and charm when they are bound. 
The tendency arises t o regard the bound copies as cheri shed possessions 
over which to gloa t through t i.. glass doors of a bookcase. Once your 
papers are bound, t hey cease to be intil!late friends. You accord them 
a dignity which they never had when they accompanied you to bed, or 
when you sprawled with them on a set tee or t ock them as compani ons on a 
tr ain journey. 

It is a mistake to put too great a n_umber to a volume. The larger 
t he volume, the less intimacy you have with the contents . I have a 
volume which contains 73Gema - a book .-hich is as unwieldly and un­
friendly as a volume of the Larger Oxford Dicti onary. I have two fat 
volumes, each containing 50 Magnets. To nurse one of these bef ore the 
fire is , li ternlly, t o have Mr. Prout or Bil ly Bunter on your lap. 

It is rJI1f practice at present t o have rJI1f Gems and Magnets bound by 
hundroda - 3 volumes to th e hundred. 'lbe coat is about £5 10s for the 
binding of the three. Even here , the books are too big - they would 
be far more satisfactory if bound in 4 volumes tc the hundrod - but 
that woul d bump up the coat . My advice t o binders i s , i f you can 
Possibly afford i t. keep yqur volumes fairly small. 
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Is there any wisdom in having indiff erent copies bound? I can 
only aey that binders can do an amazing j ob in preparing and making the 
best of copies which are far from "mint". But comon sense is necess~ 
With poor copies in expensive binding you have one ruined by the other . 

Furth er, I advis e you t o check your volumes carefully when they 
return fran the binders . Some years back I was bIVwsing over some vol­
umes which had been d elive r ed t o me many months earlier . Three copi es 
had been omittod . The company found th e missing copies , enl. re bound 
the books at t heir own expense - but I was near l y put t o a great loss 
by my own car el essness not examining t he volumes at t he time of delive,y. 
I I have been collecting for nesrly thirty years, so that a large 
pert of my coll ec ti on consists of popers which I purchased week by week 
from the bookstal l s . Is there any differen ce in the outl ook of a 
collector who acquires hi s papers in this way and ona who, with well ­
l ined pockets , says "t he sky's the limit" and buys his collection 
tten mo.sseu? 

\lhy do we ooll ec t? For the l ove of the old papers? For the 
prid e of possessi on? For t he sake of oollocting? "Pero" any two 
reasons fIVm thr ee and we m y find what r;;akes tho average oollect or 
tick . Certainly, the "sky ' s t ho limit" man milks a limit.ad market , and 
inflates cost s fan tastically . 

Inevitable and sal. Inovi tabl e , because such things happen with 
all popular collecting, whether it comprises pai."lti.ngi,, cigarette cards , 
or Magnets and Gens; aad, because it brings "big business" into our 
bolovod hobbY, and t ho so with a giant l ove f or th e papers but a pig,,,y J 
pocket t o meet expenses ar e prevented fIVc acquiring even a tattered 
collecti on. 

It's just my point of vi ew. What' s yours? 

• • • 
No. 20. PET AVEllSIONS. 

flOGER JENKINS writ es : "You seem to have mentioned all my pet avers ions 
in llamiltoniana, except t he one relating to nomenclature. Most of the 
characters bore very spposi te names, but some of the tradespeople re­
minded one of Happy Families; for eXBlllple , Miss Bunn, the baker's 
daughter. This was carried t o extremes in aome cas es : for example, 
Dr. Pill bury, the school medico , end l·!r. Ti per , the printer . Axe there 
such names in exi stenc e? I always felt that t he s t ories had degenerated 
into o comic strip 1<hen names of this kind vere menti oned. 

There is another •~.all point of criticiSI!l which arises out of what 
you said about the tal es of snobbery. I have sometimes th ought that 
social classes depicted in the stories were a little too erlra;ne: the 
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emphasis was on the upper classes , whose sons vent t o Greyfriars . The 
groat mass of middle classes , whose sons went to th e local grammar schools 
were jus t not represonted in t.he st ori es. There was probably no plac e 
for them in t he plots , but th er e is no doubt that their absence accen­
tuated the unpleasantness of the upstart st ori es and the t ales of the 
schol arshi p j uni ors". 
MRS. VERA NICOOLIB writes: "My pet avers ions are as follows:- the 
sto ri es in which a form-mas tar takes a bit t er and unjustified dislike 
of a scholar . Mr. Quelch, in particular, soon f anned a bad opini on of 
Harry Wharton. One would have expected a man of his experience t o be 
a bett er psychol ogist . 

ilow could anyone who knew Loder so well make such a f avouri t.e of 
him as Mr. Prout did a t one time? Form-master s who do not give their 
pupil s a fair deal ar e sadists and liabl e to warp tm character s of their 
charges . Strange ly , I enjoyed very much th e Wharton versus Quelch sar ies 
and th e fri endship of Prout and Loder, but I did dislike t he tr eatment 
of a young boy ,;ho VS.'! unable to protect himself . 

I hope you will always find something tc be contr oversial about." 
DON \IER3TER writ es: "My pet avers i on is Billy Bunter , cl osel y foll owed 
by Fish, whose Ameri canisms I detest . I also dislike the type of 
sporting sto ries in vhich the characters make huge scores , quite un­
likely for youngsters in school games." 
GIDFIBEY WILDE writes: "The sulks of Hazeld ene, t he escapades of Dicky 
Nugmt, the sometimes lllemingly incessant routine of jepes t het goes on 
at St . Jim's, and tile sporadic (and hardly like l y) outbreaks of sporting 
ambition on 1:)-,a part of tile various dingy seniors t end to put me out of 
patience . I have an aversi on t oo, t o t he intrusi on of l ocal characte rs 
int o holidny series , particularly where they are extreme or heavily 
typed characters like Ponsonby and Coker. It would be interesting t o 
see th e actual statistics of occasio ns on which t hese two heve cropped 
up in Greyfriars holi day sto ri es, set in widel y varying perts of England 
and Europe. The improbebili ty of thi s is something one over l ocks once 
or twice in fav ourite series , after which it can become maddening. 

I fully sympathise with ycur feelill8ll rel!Sl'din8 cl ass di stinc t i on 
in the stories ; there are one or two themes of what I might lo osel y 
cal l the "moral" kind thet affect me in ti.. same way. I lmC!i Charles 
Hamilton was anxious tc avoid t he "goody-goody", and it must be admitted 
that on eXBmination t hese tales prove to be well and si ncer el y writte n , 
but they always leave me with a feeling of having ekated over thin ice, 

The portrai t of !lacker in the 1937 series was , I think , most 
pleasingl y studied and adapted t o the t heme. In context I find the 
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wash:in,:,-up incident acceptable , but the c:,n could never have lived it 

down, of course . Sin ce he was to play his part in later Greyfriars 
sto ries, thingssh oul d reall,y have stopped a little shor t of this extr­

eme indignity - t here I agree with you. 
ERIC FAYNE adds : Prof esso r Bali:,ycruc,pet certainly rather smacks of 
t he comic peper . But l ong , l ong ego, QY Sunday School superintend ent 

wos a Mr. Diable, s o anything seeris poss ible . 

* * * 
RIBULTS OF DreEMl!ER OOMPEJ'ITIOIIS 

Answers t o ASK ME AIIOT!!El\ !lo , 5. 
1. It was the l as t Gem or the f e.':lilir. r nize , and red, whi t e and blue 

cover . 2. kins nt sea , 1936. 3 , Jil:rny Silv er ' s home. 4 , Valentin o 

Outram. 5. "Flip " . 6. Lovell . 7. "Tom Merry' s Christ l!IBs", r&­

pri nted as "St . Jio ' s for Merrie Christmas" . 8. Wun Lung. 9, The 

"lblte r in tbs Attic" se ri es , 1933, 10 . The Cedar Creek chums. 

11. Holly . 12. Lattrey. 
s/- has been sen t t o Jack Wood, 328 Stockt on I.enc, Yorlc, who has 
earned 10 point s fo r Nort hern. Totals: - North e rn 20 points ; Mersey ­

side 20 points ; London 10 points . 

Soluti on of QUIZZLE No. 1, Cl ue do•'ll. "A l'.err y Christr.as" . Hidden 
words : "Christa:ias Doubl e Numbers". 5/ - has been sent to Leonard 

Pockmon, 'i!7 Archdnl.e Road, Looocn,sr,. 22 ., who has earn ed 10 points for 

London. 
* * • 

Here 's Bill Lofts "on the trail" 981'in. 

P.ARRY 1111AR'J'ON - WORST ilOY AT GREYIBIARS? Port 1 
By \I, O. G. Lof t s 

When was the submarine "Stnr fish" sunk? llhen did Gracie 

Fields divo rc e Archi e Pitt ? lfnen was :.iiss Unity JIJ.tford shot ? 
"What on earth has this t o do vi th llalTy Wharton" the reader 

will certainly nsk . "Not hing' ' is the reply . But in findi ng out the 

dat e of when th e above events happened , onabled re to gleon t he info m­

otion req uired to a:ake thi s article comjJ.ote . 
One of the most popular and r egular f eatures that our edito r 

likes to fe ature in "Hamil toniana " is the nevs i tEms that have appeared 

day extracts from the preas, 111d so for a chan&e I would lik e to gi ve 

in the curr ent newspapers and r:,agazines r elating t o anything ooMected I 
wit h the vritin4!:l of Charl os llrunilt on . These nrG , of oourss , presen t 

continued on P889 20 
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QUIZZLE No. 2 

B The letters in numbored squares, if 
c pl aced in sequence in the lower grid , 
-
0 

.1-

1 

....... _

5
_,__.......,1_.,~.i.;,=~ will spell some of the most famous 

school boys in the wor l d , 

7 CLUE OCMI: A, A famous Frank Richords I 

---- character, from first to last . 
(7, 7) 

CLllm ACROOS: 

A. Rookwood prefect . 
B. Whnt Kipps end Cromwell havo in 

COI!l!lOD. 

C. Town near Greyfriars . 
D. Fatty ilynn takes o maiden on t he 

fi eld. 
S. Directi on for Greyfri.ars prefect, 

!I ; F. Study next to Caroew's. 
NI G. Where the boys hand their coats . 

H. Nossoo, l!r . Mobbs, Archie Popper -
he tak es them all on. 

I. There is one at Huckleberry. 
J . How Redwing might go afl oat with 

his Dad. 
K. !I"" '.!ouw botanist? 
L. Tall>ot is away after a ceal. 

M. Y.orningto n tried t o do this , from t he captaincy. (2 words 4 £ 5) . 
N. Meons, perhaps , Toa Merry, Manners and Lowther. 

Wri. te on a postcard, the words in the lower grid and the answer t o '.he 
Clue Down, and post to the F.ditor, 5/- f or the first correct eoluti on 
recei ved, 10 points to club branch, if VJJY, 

* * * 
WANTED: ~la;,Mts - 771, 773, 774, 799. s.o.L •s - 60, 65, 68. 
~ - 16, 23, 29, 37. Gems - 279, 359, 364, 433, 
B.F. Library - 237 King Cricket ; 334 The Jungle Patrol; 383 After 
Lights Out; 497 .&dventure Creek, 
DR. OOBD\T \III.SON, 100 llRO<X1FIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, N.1. 

* * * 



on item of llamltoniana that appeared in t he London "Star" early in 
1940; this being at a t ime when the Greyfriar s stories wore sti ll being 
published by the Amalgamated Press . 

This item of news which ccncemed Harry llhsrton , cer tainly stirred 
up n grea t amount of interest amongst th e "Star's" Greyfriars enthusi ­
asts , ond this cutting which enabled me to write this article came into 
rtr/1 possessi on via rtr/1 good friend Mr. H. ii . Twymnn well 1<now new to C.D. 
readers ns edi t or of the former "Union J ack" . Mr. Twyman whom I see 
quite often at his country cottage, is a very methodical man. Readers 
of Sexton Blake ar e of course , aware of his fomous index fil e , which is 
kept up to dat e ,1.th scis sors and paste by Tinker . This index contains 
newspaper cuttings of any events re l ating t o crime which mey be useful 
t o Bl ake in his investigstions at soma future date. Well, like Blako , 
fa-. Twyi:an has a similar index file going back for many years, which has 
pr oved very useful to him in his presen t sphere of writing for the 
A.mrican crime magazines. 

In the ear l y pert of 1940, Mr. Tlryman spotted in a column of the 
"Ster" readers replies to an article that had appeared earlier quoting 
Barr., Wharton. !laving worked in tho "Me,,net" office at the start of 
his ce.-'"<ler at t he Amalgamated Press, end al so ha'li.n& written several of 
the substitute Greyfriers s t or ies, he t ook some interest in the colum 
and though thls did not deal with crire and was not a nomal procedure 
of his, he cut it out fo r his owo interest. 

lleerly twenty years l ater he came across this cutting and knowing 
of rtr/1 intere st in Greyfriars , gave me the it ... of news in the hopo that 
I cay be abl e t o trace what had been written earlier, end perhaps make 
an article out of it . 

This newscutting which contained a sort of daily column, was a 
daily feature in the •star " - this being written by the ,1.dow of a 
fome r eapl oyee of that p,per who had died in poor circumstances . His 
widow wrote evecy day happenings in the life of her family , end the 
column was entitled aptly enough "Mother". A3 l!r. Twyman did not paste 
the cutting in his index file the col umn was lllldated, but on the back 
were three short ita:is of news already menti oned a t the start of this 
artic l e. Now if I could find the appro xilr.nte date of thes e happenings 
i t would be fairly simple for me to trace back through the newsreper 
files at the British Museum and find out what had been written previously. 

In getting the date of th ese ovents which was February , 1940, I am 
indebted t o Trevor Adloy, young br other of Derek who eo kindly took on 
t his task by persuing througjl his l ocal referenc e library. Once having 
found this date i t was a straightf on,ard tasi< for me t o l ocate the issue 
of the "Star" in questi on. The first extract which was dated January 
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18th, 1940, was very interesting indeed to me and it ran as fo ll ows:­
"~ Dips into t he Past ". "I have s boy friend. He is so ent el'­
taining that last night I stayed up to nearly midnight to l earn more of 
his exploi ts . He's quite fam:,us t oo, all the best poopl o know him. His 
nam, is Harcy Wharton, and he ' s the worst boy st Greyfriars . I 've only 
jus t met him, although far several wee.lc3 past I've had my eye on an 
enor.rous pile of what I carelessly termed I tuppenny bloods ' • Fre­
quentl y I •ve thre at ened to heap them round the dust bin , to be salvaged 
as wast e paper. ' If onl y you' d read good books' I ' ve said again and 
again to the boys, but so far I •ve been unsuccessful , my chi l dren simply 
refuse to road t1Dickens11 11Thackeroy11 and 11Scott 11• Is it becaus'=' the 
pace of life is too swift , to o vi ol ent , t oo uncertain , far the sl OII 
digestion am apprecia t i on of the classics ? I am sorry ~hilt my boys 
refuse t o pertal:e of th e rich feas t spread before than , t oo wireless and 
the cinema are a doubtful bl ess ing to children today , far tney think 
that anything can be at tained by pressing a switch. However, t o r etum 
to Harcy Wharton. It was sheer ouri osi ty that made me pick up cne of 
th ese small piper- backed volumes, and for an hour or two I was tra.'l&­
ported to a make-bel ieve war-free world. 

'D' said accusingly ' You can •t rob the kids of t hose books now 
you' ve gor ged on them' , In fairness , I suppose I can •t, if I could 
only get hold of lio. 34-0 t o see what happened to llarTy - was it ever 
discovered that he WQS the culprit who emptied a bag of fl our over 
Quelch' s head? 

'Mother' was of course referring t o tho "Schoolboys Own Library " 
No. 337 enti tl ed "The Worst Boy at Greyfriars " part of the reprinted 
faoous "&gnat • series . 1285-1296, 1932. As t o be expected t ho 
readers r eplied in no uncertain ,oonner, and this 1"ill be dealt with in 
the second part of this article next month. 

* * * 
THE NEW TOI! MERRY OOOKS: These new st ories , recently published by 
Spring Books, are absolutely first -class. Youngst ers of all oges should 
be delighted with t hem, and, at 2/6 a pieco, they are wonderful value 
for money. 

Both yru:ns star Cardev, which woul d seem t o be slight l y faulty 
planning , but Cardew has many admirers and no reader will be di sposed 
to complain. To the adult collector it can be said t hat both stories 
have very grea t appeal , comparing well with the Gan' s finest . This 
Card.,., is not, perhaps, exactly the same char acte r we used to know, but 
there are welcome fl Mhes of his old attractive mannerisms. 

Tho two stories are extremely well told 1 and the po.ce i s fast 
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but EIDOOth. Just cri.ldly ilTitating is the use of the expression "old 
boy", in the dialogue. It occurs quite a few ti.mes in these tel.es, as 
in other recent offerings from our favourite nutOOr. "Ol d man", "old 
boon", yes - but boys do not really address one enoths r as "old boy" . 
Hcwovor, i t is a very minor point . 

"DOWN AND OUT" by Frank Richards . One of the very best of tho author •s 
post- war st ori .os. Yrons introducing tho upper fonns hnvo almost 
invoria bly been of hi@b quality, end this one i s no exception . Cutts 
ncl<cs a welcome return t o th o l imelight, ond even Monte ith i s oontioned • 
.An extrenely well devel oped school st ory, wi t.'1 pl easant cricket soquencm 
i t =ot fail t o delight. 
"CARDF.ll'S C.!d'CH" by Fronk Richnrtls. Topical enou@h, in. ·its wcy , tbs 
ttiocioofthobrulk robber., wh9 dons ,,nd doffs his disguise in t ho weed , 
i s ftcilinr to old r eaders . Novcrtheloss , th e tale devel ops on fai rly 
novel lin ns , end it is entertaining thrcughout. Both st ories aro 
strongly rec o:nr.:ended to all St. Jim ' s fans , and to anybody who enjoys 
a rattlir.g good school yarn. 

**'****.~ ........... Nlllll11i•111Ulllllllllllllll • IIIIP.lllllllllll4111N I IIJlllil**'lt 

LETrER llOX. 

Frr.nk Richnt'ds ' Friendly Bout · with Roger Jenkins . 
December 8th , 1958. 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 
Thank:, for the C.D. I think the "Controversial" series i:il its 

most attractive feature at present, and I fo ll ow it with much inte r est . 
But , though I will not repeat my for mer remarks on the subject of 
dog)lllltism, I will say that it does seem to me a cl.stake to state sn 
o~inion as a fact . For example our excellent Roger t ells us ttlat , in 
the last nu:i,bers of the old ~ e t , "t he st andard of t he perfomance 
was unaccountably sli pping". This may have been so , I would not 
state as a fact, but only as my own opinion, that it was not so . Rog­
er ' s opinion i s as good as mine. But real l y and truly an opinion is 
not an indubitable and unassailable fact . Opinions differ ; facts 
don't. From the innumerable inquiri es I rece iv ed , am still occa­
sionally receive , about the last series so unluckily cut short by 
Hitler's antics , I venture to beli eve t hat Roger ' s opinion is very 
far from general.. Be that as it my , it docs """"' to me that, whil e 
criticiEID should be as free as air , too critic should not say in effect. 

I an Sir Oracle , and when I ope r;ry mouth, let no dog be:d<! 
Roger mey be r 4;ht, of course . I wouldn I t state as a fact that 

he ian • t. Only as my opinio n . Al,ays yours sincerely , rnANK RICP..A.Rre 
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8{d ·Boys Book e tub 
LONl)(I! Simial, The 1958 Wood Green Christmas meeting must have bean 
very gladdenillg to our Herbert, vho as iB his happy custom, trave ll ed 
do,m from York, heavil:y laden vith "C. D. Annuals" to attend . ! record 
attendance of }5 vere there to greet him, ! very hapw gathering with 
all the Yulet ide enjoyments, very euitable Festive .Season catering by 
Eileen ably SBSiat ed by sister Eileen not forB9.tting Olive of the 
Wright clan, who served the mince pies et c ., round. ilan Stevart 
present afte r his globe trottings, looking ver:, happy, who would not 
with the amount of Tom l!err:y bocks, llunter Annuals and "The Hiker" 
being dist ri buted , not forgetting Herbert handing round the •c.D. 
Annuals"? The true Christmas spiri t prevailed with challman Len •s 
happy opening~ and our llerbert's few appropriate words . ill 
the four clubo were ably repl'esented , inc l uding Brian llone:yeett from 
the Leeds one. Beryl ·and 'fun C8ll8 from Bixminghem; e. f!OOd quiz fro m 
the fox.er, and, as usual, the double nmbered Don of Liverpcol and 
London bad his usual spot in the proceedings, The"Rag" feed was 
excellent and with the Rev, Dockery saying gn,ce, we all settled down 
to a good te a and an enjoyablo time afterwards. llerl meeting at Z11 

!rcbdale Road, lest Dulwich, Loodon, S.E.22 on Sunday , January 18th . 
This is the tenth !nnll81 General !',eeting and will one and al l who bopo 
to attend let Len Packman know.· ' Pnone NW.Cross 7449 after 5, 30 p. m. 

UNCLE BBNJ.AMIN 

NOl!'ffll!llll sre'l'ION Cl!RIS'l'IUS PARTY, DD:OOER 13th , 1958. Honestly , I 
think it was the liveliest in our · hist ory, from 4.30 to 9.30 ther e was 
never a dul l moment. First a sumptuous tea, a big bouquet here for 
Mrs. illison for all her hsrd worl<. I ,.. afraid we are apt t o take 
all that preparation for granted. Thanks are due, too., to Margaret 
Jeclrnon for a delicious cake. Ve bad the pleasure of welcoming David 
I.anc.ke, our new ...,. ber from Manchester, ,I had assured him he would feel 
at home in five minutes, I had over- os tillated , it was more lik e one 
minute. There was just · a score of us altogether, including six ladies, 
and my word in the games and quizzes they made a bol d show. }\)ints 
were awarded in the various ev111ts and prizes given to those who bad 
th e largost t otals , First for the men was Bil l lfilliamson , no one vas 
surprised at that, he 111WJt have won as mony prizes at lzyde Parle llo&d 
as Bill:y Wright bas international caps. Geoffrey Wilde sacured th e 
second and l!rs . Harry Barlow the ladies prize. Frank Hancock ente?'-
tained us at the pisno and to Cercy illiaon , of course , goes the credit 
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for arranging the !ling,-dong pro~. Yea, altogether a n.i&ht to be 
~bered. Nerl meeti"8, Jan11a17 10th. Roger Jtllldna rill be 
peying bi& annual visit, a r~ good start for the llev Year. It's a 
long way from London to Leeds so ve IIIUSt shov bur appreciatiOII with 
a bumper attendance, lll!RBERT ~Y, Northern Section Corres. 

llillWID O.B.B,C, llEE'l'DIG BILD 24th NOvpBER, 1958. For all the fog 
and it was one of the worst this winter eo far, quite a goodly number . 
of the n,gulars sst badt to enjo;r a nicel;r varied progrmze, Making 
up !or the imavoidable abamce . of Jack lnQam and tba two Winif'reda we 
had once more Join Tomlinson and Joe Marston, from Burton, After cel'­

tain business matters had been diapoeed of we turned to the entries for 
the Greyfriars Cup Campetitioo. The writer 11ho has the job of producing 
the ''Nev Popular" 11113 able to report excellent progreae, In fact better 
progress than 11aa expocted in vi.., of tbe peculiar conditions under 
which we had to "l abour" . After all, 11e are only amate\11'8 and to have 
to maintain a "set• length which in maey cases meant 1IJ'i ting and re­
wri ting and mst of us vi th only a limited amount of spare tioe, 11113 no 
trivial matter, .l.t any rate, we have four rattling good ysrns all 
ready for dispatch, all vr,ry nicel;t typed by Madge Corbett. The main 
feature of the programs 11as anothe r vell thought out and hi6hlY 
amusing talk by Ray Bennett; "The reminiscences of an amatcir collector'' 
Ray gave us incidents from h1a expariencos since he started collecting 
the favourites of his boyhood days; llai!Jiets, Gems, Boys' Friends vere 
dealt vith in addition to Nelson Lees and Sexton Blakes. As a chan8'l 
Ray also gave us some vary good D&Dories of the "Scout". Next ve had 
a chance to bombard Leslie Welch (Sorry, I a,sn Jack Corbett) vi th 
questions on Hamil toniana . !lo 11aa holding his own vell vheo I left 
early to catch my ccnnection. I am infonood that the a,eting finished 
on a good note by Tad Davey reading the second chapter o! "The Secret 
Sevao" by R. S, Warren Bell. IW!RY Bl<OOTER - Secretary. 

O, B,B,C, (IIBl!SEYSII§ S.imION) Owing to Wlforeaeen circllmstanooa the 
usual Christmas meeting had to be poetponed and a fev members gathered 
for an informal diecussion as to th e future policy ot the Club. The 
usual meeting vill be resumed next month, on Slmda.y, Janua:iy 11th at 
7 p.m, when all mmbers are asked to return books for stock-taking, By 
the time these notea are in print our eotry for the "Greytriars Herald" 
Cup vill be on its "8¥ and ve are hopeful of finishing h1&her than last 
year, Morseyside 881ld best wishes to all fell°"'-cluba tor a llePP7 Rev 
Year, .I.a the January Meeting rill be t he ~ it is hoped that all 
members vill mal<e an endesvour to attend. One item for cliacussion vill 
be tliture progremes and policy of the club. D. B, Vl!IITBR 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD, Nostaw, 328 Stockton Lane , York, 

Phone: 25795 
* * * * * 

Best wishes to all our readers and contrib utors f or 1959, lfith 
th e coming of t he N.., Ycer, it i s our intention to proyide a well varied 
programe in the 1:1onths ahead. 

Changed circumstances at St, Frank's will only permit our resid ent 
correspondent, Jim Cook, writing to us once every two months, for tm 
tine bein8 at any rato, Jim has done a wonderful job in 1958, and I 1m 
rure all Ol d Franci scans er e very grete ful t o him fo r news from the ol d 
school, lliB next l ett er will appeer in March, 

Nert men th there ere mor e Random Recoll ecti ons from en old friem, 
Jim Sutcliffe , Ji!, also .,.ants t o knoll who exactly was Charles Wentworth, 
!la tell s me Brooks denied bei..-ig that particular successor t o Arthur S, 
!lardy so maybe someone can give us t oo answer to t)rill query, Here • a 
hoping! Herewi th, Jii:i Cook' s la test new from St, Frank' s . 

I have been to see the Head! Dr, Stafford , fresh and al ert as 
ever , welcomed JOO when I reached his study, Nelson 1ee was there too, 
stan ding with his back to t he fire, And so " as llipper. Everything in 
that room exuded cheerfuln es. There was an atmosphere tha t qui ckly 
banished the gloom of the wintery condi tiona outside and I imoediately 
f elt at ease . The Headmaster nodded t o a deep armchair. 

The flll:lOUS llouseinast el'-detecti ve did most of th e talking , explain ­
ing how Lord Dorrimore had insisted my acting as chronicl er of th e St, 
Frank's history and of my recent participation in the rescue of his Lord-
shi p in t oo Kalahari Dese r t . "I unders tand, Mr. Lee, that t his affair 
in Africa has a sequel ?" I asked . 

"Yes, indeed", he repli ed, "Those ex-llazi officers never reached 
the ir int ended destinati on, after all. The Police reinforce...,nt froo 
Johannesburg arriv ed a little late to collect t hem. When eventual ly 
they got to Tsane where ve had l ef t the Germans in th e hands of the 
scall force of nativ e polic e, it was only to l earn that the whole pop­
ulat ion of Tsane had r isen up in wrath and after dragging the German 
officers into the desert had put an end t o th€11l in th ei r Ol«l particu1n r 
way!" "Then the War Crimes Conmissicn will write them of f their 
records" , said Dr. Stafford . Nel son Lee nodded. 

"Yes , the only evidence left are the bones the vul tures l eft! 11 

"I say , Guv'nor" , exclaiIOOd Nipper, coming up, "The st ory about our 
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adventure vas played down a great deal. lilly was that?" 
''llhat exacUy do you mean by that, Nipper?" Dr. Stafford said . 
''Well, all the reports were restricted by canorship by the South 

African Government. Obviously th ere had to be 0000 cl81!lp-down othel'­
wise news about a gold n:i.'10 being worked ille gally - and profitably at 
that - mey have caused consternation, t o sa y nothing of trouble all 
round," explained Lee. "That included mo as well ! 11 I said . 

Nolson Lee snilad. "I vetted your version, of course, and I am 
glad you did not menti on the massacre that took place outside th e mine," 

He vas referring to the time just after vo had smashed down the 
wooden sh,nties that housed the Germans. The two huge motor vehicles had 
been used to ram these huts and the o,o-liazis had come running out, their 
guns blazing in al l directions . Unfortunately a crowd of natives had 
managed to escape fran tho mine at the same momBnt end as they emerged 
had run slap into tho guns. This part, together vi th some other details 
was erlractod fran my narrative. But I have now beoo allowed to divulge 
th o fact, 'ie sat talking for eome tim e and finally we got down to f1f1 
stay at St. Frank's. Owing to f1fl many commi1'nents in London I found I 
could no longer rel!'ain at the old oollege as I had done in t he past 
yoor. ConsequenUy we should all be short of news, All those who 
l oved St . Frank 's would be cut off , as it wero , from the events and 
happenings at the fai,ous old school. 

"lio , No, t hat must not be !" exclaimed Dr. Stafford. "Now that I 
have returned to a civilised domain I want St. Frank' s to be publiolsed 
to the sane r el eoents of this world , I desire people to know about us 
for we here at St. Frank ' s represent all the goodness that is gradually 
falling from an elev ation our forefathers workod so hard for. Mr. Lee 
Mr. Cook, Nipper , the outs ide world to me is a clamour of. nonsense, I 
have tried to live with it but have failed miserably. It is a world no 
l onger true, no long,,r reliable. It is a world I no longer understand . " 

There was silence in the study for a f ew seconds. lie saw t he gr­
and old Head si t down in his chair and perhaps , realising he hed opened 
his heart to his t houghts he began to polish his glasses. It was a 
simple speech he had made but it was sincere and it was ri8ht ! This 
brave old world that i s passing us is shedding its skin all too swiftly , 
The nev covering i s annoured with a bard in di fference, a br i tU e front 
of safety and a disregard to beauty, 

So that you can be kept informed about St . Frank ' s Nipper has 
stepped into the breach. He is BOing to chronicle the events as they 
occur and I sm to visit the old school once a f ortnight to gather all 
the nevs for you, I shall get f1fl infonnation from him. So, dear old 
Dr. Stafford , v e shall sti ll be with you. And you will be with us in 



spirit . 
Nipper tells me he has net been able t o repay the girls of the 

Moor View School for their great jape they played on Archie Glenthorne. 
While Joan Tarrant is stricUyoutside the circle of friends, I rene Man­
ners has complimented her ond in a lo t ter to the captain of the Remove 
S\J€S"Sts Bt . Frank's had better keep on the qui vive !! If it in so 
easy to spoof the Remove the wey Joan Tarrant did thm what if Irene and 
Co. , start getting ideas? 

Already Nipper is being accused of sitting on the fenc e . Hand­
forth has been particularly noisy in clamouring for reprisals, but as 
Vivi{\n Travers pointed out you have to tread warily when dealing wi th 
girls! A point Nipper hasn ' t over l ooked! But I think you can trust 
the Remove to think of something to wipe out that awful stain J oan 
Tarrant has left. They had better hurry . Christmas has heralded its 
coming wit h some slight falls of snow. A thin carpet covers the old 
Triangle and the branch es of the chestnut trees are topped with a 
white mantle. The famous old school will soon be empty, The boys will 
be going awey, for the autllllll ter.n ends and Christmas holidays are the 
l!lllin topic. 

I have been overwhelmed with invitations for the Christmas holi­
days and i t has been very difficult refusing such popular chaps as Sir 
Montie Tregellis-West , Jim.-..y Potts , Vivian Travers and tl1<> Duke of 
Somerton. They are all going to spend too Yuletide vacation at the 
home of Reggie Pitt in London. Later on Jock Grey, Fatty Little, the 
lion. Douglas Singleton , Tommy Watson, Solol!lOn Levi , Ralph Leslie Full ­
wood and some others are all meeting together at Handforth's r es idence. 
I am not quite sure exactly how Archie Glenthorne is faring af ter his 
affair with Joan Tarrant . I don't think he has quite got over it ! 
And of t he many other juniors and members of the Fifth and Sixth , no 
doubt they have planned their various ways of celebrating t he holidey . 

For th e first time, it must be the first ticie, Nels on Lee and 
Nipper , Dr. Stafford, Lcrd Dorrimore are staying at St. Frank ' s !!! 
understan d it was Dorrie's idea and it seems such a fant ast ic suggestion 
that Nipper cannot see any sense in it! Even Nelson Lee is mystified 
I don't say St. Frank's will be dismal or gloomy, it could never be 
that oven at Christmas time with all tre boys away, but for Lcrd Dor­
rimore to suggest such a thing is a littl e bewil dering . 

The sporting Peer is all for noise and gaiety . And for warmer 
climes. I don I t think Umlosi is coming. ls it because Dorrie is at 
last slowing up? Nobody seems to know. And as I have been 85ked to 
stay on I will be here for Christms. The very fir st . 

I do know that the headmaster had intended staying with his sister , 
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Honoria Lady Dexter , in London, so I am puzzled more than ever why 
Lord Dorrimore shoul d pr efe r too Head to stay on at the Coll ege - to 
say nothing of Nelson Lee llI!d Nipper. There's one thing about it -
there will be a calm at t he c.ld school such as I have not yet experiencai 
All the time I have spent here th e four Houses have at el l times been 
inhabited. Mr. Lee expresses the hope th at the cathedral solitude 
that will hover like the vastnds s of spac e on St. Fronk's ri l l have a 
salu tary eff ect, otherwise it is proposod to duck Dorrie in the fountain. 

I am sor ry my let t er i s so short. To tell you all that 
happens here would require a daily edition of the Collecto r' s Digest . 
It is almost Christmas, all the boys have departed now, St . Frank1s 
has 1broken up ' and the corridors , t he s tudi es o.nd tho common-rooms are 
strilllgcly quiet . A robin, aligh ting on the ste ps of the Ancient House 
wonders at tho emptiness and the si lence . I watch him from tb:! window 
of my bedroom as he pecks at imaginary seeds on t he stone floor. Then 
Mrs. Poult er ' s black cat, also in doubt about the uncanny st illnes s 
emerges from the Ancient House and sta.ros at t he bird . The seconds 
hong on time. The robin stands as though trllilSfixed . The cat wrigg l es 
it s hauriches prepnratory t o springing. Snow softly descends and a 
fL:ike se ttl es 011. the nose of th e cat . The ten sion is broken. Tho 
bird flies awey , the blnck cat with a shake turns round and disappears . 

It is a good omen. A promise of .good luck . And on that 
happy note I will l cove you. My letters will of nacessi ty only be sent 
you once every other month and not monthly as hi thcrto. 

* *** ****** * 
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