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DIGEST-
Price 1s . 6d. 

THE AlfrlcAL: There has been some bitterly cold weather lately, but 
every mor lllllg rrzy heart was warmed as I opened l e tt er after l e tter con­
taining gl owir,g tributes to the Annual. There was not a dis co:1tented 
note and it seemed t o be t he general opini on tha t it waa the best 
varied of all t he twelve . Wi t hout excep ti on every articl e has boen 
praised . 

Well , that ' s the brigh t side , but yes alas ! I have t u say sadly 
t hat there are quit e a number I have not ye t heard fro m wit h the ir 
subscri pti ons. lihat a pity tb!lt I have to say thi s year af ter year. 
However, t hose of you who have a gui l ty feeling just slip a p . o . or 
cheque in t o an envel ope and I 'll for giv e you . 

And now on to the baker • s dozen . 

A MEMBm DIES: Sin ce our l ast nUJ:1ber I have heard , with deep regret , 
of th e dea th of Charles E. Freeman Vennimor e of 25 Byron Ave.~ue , West 
Hounslow, Micidlesex. He died on November 1oth aa t he r esult of a 
heart attack . 

Charles Vennimore was well lmosn t o many of our members thr ough 
t hat remarkeble collec ti on of his , which apart from old boys ' books , 
contained t ens of t housands of copies of the more adul_t papers l ike 
Answers , Jolm Bulls , Ti t Bit s , Pearson 's Wee.tlies and others too 
numerous to mention. Charl es was in his sixties , and for .iDB.Dy years 
had been employed in a branch of t he War Off ic e . 
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MlSIIAP: The Annual off my hands and the holidays over , I was getting 
along nicely dealing with a mass of correspondence which required 
an5Wel'lll8 when I had a haavy fall on an icy road. I got a real shake 
up and bruised r;y r ight arm rathe r badly, and found writing an ordeal 
in conseq uence . However , I am :nanagi.ng to get along with this 
Febru,uy numbar and I '11 reply t o all lette r s as quickly as possi bl e . 

Yours s inc erely , 

IIERJlERT LECKENBY 

WJ.ll'TED: ~lagne t s 771, 773, 774, 799. S. 0.L ' s ro, 65, 68 . 
~ . GCL'ls 16, 23 , 29 , 37 . Gems 279, 359 , 364, 433. B. F. Library 237 
King Cricket ; 334 The Jungle Pat rc l; 3E3 Afte r Lights Out ; 497 
Adventur e Cr eek . 
DR. ROBERT WILs:lN, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOo, N. 1. 

SALE: (Postage extra) Single copies, excellent condition - "Coll ec t­
ors ' Digest " Nos. 39--00 1/3 each ; 81- 137 1/- each . "CD . Annual" 
1957- 56-55 9/ - each ; 1954- 53-52 11/6 each ; 1951- 50 14j_ each . 
"Bwiter ' s Barring Out" ''Bunter's Ba."lknote11 5/ - each. OFFERS INVITED, 
(no r eply , regret so l d~. "Holiday Annual'~~ rea sonab le condition 
with sotmd bindings . ( 11x11 indicates "cOvors l oose , easily repai rable 11

) 

1934 (x), 1935 , 1936 (x), 1937, 1938 (x) , 1940 . The f ollowing are 
not first-class collectors ' r.i.aterial, but, although wel l -worn , all are 
entirely readable with ~ages and covers complete and intact . 11

~ ' 

1937 (4 i seues); 1938 (21) ; 1939 (20) ; 1940 (12). "Gan" 1934 (1) ; 
1935 (16) ; 1936 (7) ; 1937 (8); 1938 (12) ; 1937 (7) . -
VICTOR GILES, 6 ST. PAUL'S ROAD, BARKING, ESSEX. 

SEXTON BLAKE. Still needed to complete run of New-Look issues - Nos. 
384, 388, 403 . 
REX D:)LPHI..l;, 13 loiEADOW WAY, HYDE HEA'i'!i, Ai!EHSHAM, BUCKS. 

Wanted certain Magnets , Boys Friend 3d. Library No. 319 and Picture 
Show lio . 1. YOUR Prices Paid . Sent lists to 
DAVID STACEY I WICKFORD, &ssEX. 

GmALD AL!,ISO!I is nO', sett led in his new home - 3 BINGLEY ROAD, tffi\'STOll, 
IIXLEY, YORKSHIRE and his phone number is: MmSTON 2402. 

Change of Address : WJ.LTER FLD>!IllG has moved to 16 KIMBERLEY WAY, 
CHINGFORD, LOND?N, E. 4. 
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/rJru hi (Ana 
conducted by JOOl:P"dil{E PACKMAN 

?7 Archdal e Road, East Dulvi ch, London , S. E. 22. 
I am sure that Bette Pate will be pleased t o know I have received 

several letters in which t he writer pays tribut e to her artic l e, part 
two of which appears in this is sue , 

As I "' Vice-Chainta.'1 of the Se:rton Bl.like Circl e I take this 
opportunity of expressing my appreciatio n of Mr, ll. llowtll'd Baker 's ni ce 
write-up on the Circle in one of the January i ssues of t he Sext on Blalrn 
Library, Len has already received n number of enquirios , in r ela ti on 
t o which a meeting of Lonoon member s is to bo held very shortly . A 
report of the meeting •;ill subsequently appear in Blclciane, 

llclter Webb's series of articles entitled "Century-r .akers " will 
c<l<!l!:enco in April , I already have the fir at four instalments , and 
everyono of them is pecked with interesting facts am fi(jlll'<!S , 

Ot her materi al in hand i s by Bill Lofts and ~iargaret Cooke, so 
that there is no question of my being short of copy thi s year! 

JOOIE PAOO.All 

* * * 
THE IIAIIIXS OF Til'iE 

By Elizabe th (Bett e) J . Pate 
~ 

As the hansom cab , which has been waging a losing battle since 
the turn of the century , bows graceful l y from the s ta ge t he new marvel s 
of t he Georgian era, ,t he motor and the aeroplane ent er the scene at 
Baker Stre et . Always one to move with the t imes Sexton Blake had in­
vested in one of the daring horseless carriages and had found it a 
pricele ss weapon in his relentlo ss war against crime , An open tcurer 
Rolls- Royce he named it The Grey Panther end each succeeding model 
carried t he same n,,me .... so closely were Blake and Tinker indentified 
vi th their car that in time it became alJ:>ost as famous as Pedro and at 
t ic:es seemed to have a personali ty sl l its own, 

And what of Blake hiltself? Still t he t al l lean figure, his 
shrewd clev er face wes st i ll pale end unemotional . Quietly dressed , 
th e old-feshioned vi ng collar had given way t o a s t if f white one and 
hi s clothes bore the unmistakable atemp of Saville Row. Although s till 
the aesthetic he had grown more natural end Jnuoan, he bad come down from 
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the Olympian heights •••••• ·•hils t not quite the man next door, ,e have 
come to know him now as a man wherea s before he was simply THE famous 
detect i ve, aloof , austere and distant to all but his most intimate 
friend s . 

If there was one specia l trait in the character of the famous 
private det ective it was his adaptability to circumstances •••• he seldom 
allowed anything to upset him or to jol t him out of his normal phleg­
macy, Throughout the case histories ther e are countless example s of 
his iron self -ce ntral but his deep regard for Tinker is a dominant 
facto r of his emotio nal makeup and often when his beloved ass i st snt 
had been in dange r we have seen that self-contro l give way under th e 
stress of his f ee lin!'ll and a very human soul has shone thr ough, 

No l onger interested in women merely on a spiritual plane Blake 
showed t hat he was capable of returning t he passion of the l ovely 
Ivonn e who had fal l en deeply in love with him ••• • and here again we see 
his iron self - ccntro l as the essential m,,n warred with t he dedicated 
aest hetic. 

Blake had always moved Yi th exqui si te "savoir faire" in the 
highest c ircles and through th e years we have found him equally at home 
dining with Dukes and Ear l s or in t he outposts of Empire as a "pukha 
sahib" upholding th e oost British traditions. Int ense ly patr i otic he 
expressed his fai t h in a few simple words "I shall do my utmost, my l ord" 
( t o Earl Kitchener) th e famous detective replied quie!ly - "for you and 
Brit ain ! " Essen ti al ly a man of peace Blake ws nevertheless alweys 
pr epared to fight for what he believed in and physical danger or 
suffering was but a spur to his actio!lS - quite often when his physical 
ability was at its lowest ebb his mental prowess would be hei ghtened 
by t he emer gency and just when his enooiies had writt en him off as fini ­
shed he1«Juld strike back , with brains as well as brawn, With all his 
pride Blake was not a sentimentalist. , ••• he saw clearly that he would 
be far more useful to society alive than dead and if a stra t egic with­
drawal were possib l e then he executed this manoeuvre and lived to fight 
another day . 

Du.ring these years Blake by reason of bis personal charm and 
expert knowl edge had beCOill0 "persona grata " with Scotland Yard, Which 
doesn ' t mean t hat all was plain sa il ing in his relati onship with this 
fooous instit ut ion - hi s brillia.'lt mind, backed by his unfailing 
te naci ty had built for him a reputation not only with those in authority 
at the Yard but also with the man on the beat which showed the 
essent ial bigness of the detective, Long years in his lab oratory work­
·ing on a chooiicsl analysis were often unrewarding but alweys be tried 
8gllin and here was t he secret of hi s phenomenal success - his 
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perseverance, which i s the main ingredient of genius . And al though 
at t imes his friends at the Yard might scoff at his scientific methods 
they were usually ready ':o accept his evidenee whether it were in the 
fie l d of ballis tic s , infrs - red rays , micro-photography , or medical 
science , a field in which he had qualified in his career. 

A lcyal f r iend and ~entor t o Tinker during t hose formative years 
he had shown himself to be very hu:nan in th e andling of their rel at ion ­
ship and at times j us t as fal lible e:, any other mortal - a eldom one to 
show or express hi s emotions it was neverth ele ss very eviden t t hat he 
had a deep and abiding love for the fathe r less lad . And whil st he was 
qui t e prepared to al l ow Tinker a certain independence of act ion he 
demanded and received implicit obedience to his ins tructi ons !mowing 
that disobedience could bring death t o both . Havin g shaped the clay 
he lme', t he vessel and into Tinker ' s receptive mind he fed his own 
lmowledge knol<ing that wisdom would follow with maturity and impetuo­
ai ty be curbed as t he lad learn t to hasten s l(ll(l y. Well aware that 
knowledge was 11'.aD •s sharpes t weapon in the struggle for survival (and 
in t he bat tl e agains t crime) he made sure that Tinker was well equipped 
and Tinker , for his part , proved himself t o be an apt pupil and l oyal 
pc.rtner . Aru! whils t he did not share his master's genius f or 
scientific research Tinker had a very good worl<ing lmowledge of 
chemistry which allied with his inter es t in radio and t hings cechanica l 
gave him on many occasion an advantage over an adversary. 

As the accent in the theatre swung froc melodrama to a core 
natural presentatio n so 1xlo did we find tha t Blake , master of disguise , 
di scarded the more obvi ous t heatri cal props and concentra ted more and 
more on charac t er isation which would blend and merge naturally into 
the bac1'.ground. An apt pupil always , this was one part of their pro­
fessio n in which Tinke r, a bom actor , sided by his inr.a t e f eelin g for 
character, really excelled himself under Blake •s tuition. Subtle sk:ln­
tonings , a different hair - parting, per haps a faint accent as he assumed 
the persor .ality t o match the ,ostume for the part and i t was a vas tly 
different person , even to the altered gnit who left t he Baker Str ee t 
flat via the back door of Mrs. Bardell'• kitchen . 

Had we been abl e t o visit t he famous pair on th e rere occas i on 
whon t hey were relaxing at home ve might have seen t hem seated in front 
of t he familier fi rep la ce , Bl ake , smoking that ba tt ered bri er pipe which 
had become one his daares t possessions , with his fin e cl eft chin sunk 
upon his breast and now and again the roseate gl ow of hi s pipe li ghting 
up his wide set dre acing eyes . And at his 'f eet the faithful Pedro 
dozi ng perhaps as he dreamed of past adventure of his puppy days or 
per haps gazi ng mournfully up at his younger master who was elegan tly 
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draped in an annchair deeply i.amcrsed in the l atest aer OMutical or 
motoring magazine . 

And down in the hall t he clock tic ked on , steadily measuring 
out each minut e of each hour in th e lifo of this f amous pair • • • • • the 
clock ticks drearily int o th e 1930 ' s and the pendulum dips and soers 
its tempo indicativ e of t ile unset tl ed t imas . 

Leaving the hyste ri cal gaiety of the Twenties behind, the 
Thirti es ushered in stark reality. They were lean years and whil s t in 
Europe the clouds were darkening, in England t he ordinary man in the 
stre et was J:10re concerned with hi s own struggl e for economic survival -
why sho uld he be both e red by t he ant ic s of sane crackpot hous&-painter 
-.ith a new "i sm" t o peddle. Hyde Paxk , th en as now, was fill ed with 
l onth~ l unged orat ors and often Blake and Tinker were t o be seen 
r.iingling with th e Sunday crowds . Tall and lean in his well cut tweeds 
Bl ake was a typic al upper cl ass mglishman and a ttra cted little atten­
ti on as ho mixed with t hat coscopoli tan tho ng , pe.using now an d again 
to lis ten, sometimas with in tere s t, of t>-ti mes with omus<>l:lent to those 
soap-box savi ours. 

Anyone who bad noticed him in passing would he.ve see n a man in 
t he prime of lif e , just six f .i~t t ol l, with a spore , athletic figure 
and firm strid e , indi ca ting a fit , tr ained body. .And if they had been 
introduced to th e detec tiv e their immediate i.J:.pr ession would have boon 
of an acute intelligence allied with th e bodily s trength and will power 
held easily in control . The seriousness of his lean somewha t asceti c 
fa ce was often belied by his quick spontaneous smile but hi s grey eyes 

· were his mos t noticeable fea ture. Stea dy , level, dominating , piercing 
but with a hint of humour ever lur king there, t hos e eyes were very 
ind ica tive of the men himse lf. 

Ess entially a kindly man Blak e was generous both wit h time and 
money where tho se in need were conce rn ed and in th ose hard times t here 
were count l ess occasions when the inna te bigness of th e detective was 
illust rat ed . His interest in his f e llovs was wnnn and genuine , his 
chnri ty personal and alway s unobstrusive •• •• •• th e few occasions on 
which it had been possible to di sconce rt th e de t ective bad been when 
hi s c.nonymous charity had been discovered and aDbnrrassed by tha thanka 
of th e recipient he had fl ed in di91!l8Y. 

Thero vere many instances vhere Bl.cl<e' s deep r eligi ous faith had 
been deminstrated and one aut hor re vealed that he naver t rave lled 
abroad with out his Testnmn t - a man of Science he neverthele as hsd a 
heal thy re spec t fo r t he unknown. His sympa t hy and ai d for th os e in 
need shoved his pra c tical Christianity and irre spec tiv e of creed 8Ild 
col cur he wes ever ready to help t hose who had s tepped out of line. 
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An ac tive member of the Prisoners Aid Society ha believed t hat once a 
IIlM had paid his debt t o Socie ty he deserved a chance to start afresh, 
and j ust as oo worked to track dovn t he wro!l;!doer with al l his skill 
i t -. :is more oft en t hsn not his hand which hel ped th e nO\ily relooaed 
convict thrOU8h thos e difficult days . 

When we think back to t he Blake of the 1930 ' s it is ineri tabl e 
thst we should see him as portrayed by Eri o Park er who translated .in­
t o li ght end shade the outstending features of t he femous cr iminologist 
to many this is the .!:2l!l Blake and personally I agree with th em. 

And whst of Tinker , you ask? /is is inevit able he too has changed 
w1 th the ye.irs ond from tre waif of F.dwardien days wi th his quoint 
Cockney Blong we have seen him er,:,ving up, passing from on irrepr,,ss­
ibl e and impetuous youth to a personabl e and charming young =, n 
wcrthy partner for the great detective. If Tinker has not liv ed l ong 
enough to gamer a sto r e of wisdom, nevert heless he possesses a native 
shrewdness t hat proves a good substi t ute fo r the ripened experi ence 
t hat only the years c,in give . We find now t hat be has been g:i.von the 
formal nsme of Edward Carte r by one of t ho authors , Anthony Parsons , 
but to his friends he is still, and tlways will be, Tinker. Ono thing 
however which hasn't changed hi,s been his unswerving l oyalty to Sexton 
Blnke end it is this l oyal ty and devoti on whi ch has bound th m so 
cl osoly toget her end made trem such a wonderf ul t oo., . 

TlJ:;e has deal t very kindly w1 th the other member of the Baker 
Str ee t household, Mrs. Martha Baxdell . Gone is th e rather collllllOn 
landlady with a r oving eye f or t he l oca l bobby and a .weakness for 
three ha 'porth of gin , as we knew her in the very early days - we see 
her now as tlB l ovablo old housekeeper , motooring both Blake and 
Tinker , delighting in her culinary skill and very proud indeed of her 
posi t ion in the famous househol d. The reincarna ti on of Sheridan ' s 
!',rs . Malaprop her treatmmt of th e lliglish lan guage brought mony 
hilari ous mocent to Bl ake and Tinker. And during t he war years , when 
the dotec~v es stayed at their post , she , brave old soul, insisted on 
staying in London to minister to th eir wants .• • • . one of the little 
poople who have done so much to make Engl.end great. 

Certainly the war years left their mark on the groat detect i ve 
but physically he appears lit tl e changed from t he characte r wo knew 
oo well in the 1930's. Perhaps his hair baa grown a li ttl e sparser , 
re ceding now at the t emples where the grey fingers of time have 
touched but he i s still the same athletic figure, alert in his cov<r 
ments and as quick - thinking as ever . He haa grovn a little bJ!lericim­

i sed ::n his methods - certainly he mirrors tlE gro wing concern with 
speed and his methods have been gearod to the quickening tempo. 



In the ear ly days Blake was t oo perfect to be really ltumm -
clever, yes , but rathe r tiresome to our way of thinking. Nov however , 
his keen analytical brain evokos our admiration and we find it diffi ­
cult to separate the detec t ive from the scientist - t he chain of logic 
has been most successfully mated with test - tube end Bur.sen Buroor. Au 
f ai t with the l atest scientific met hods of criminal detection, always 
he has proved himself 011e step ehead of his most lmowledgea ble confreres 
and opponents and herein li es the very essence of his success. Seldan 
now does he follow the trail with the faithful lJedro , grown old end 
fallible with th e years - wireless and tel evision , t he oobil e radi o 
cars of t he Flying Squad, wolkiirtolld.e 3ets , helicopters, a ll theso 
ere swiftor , sure r ceens of tracking down t.'1e criminal , (but how we 
miss thos e a~ci ting tiloos when Pedr o , equipped by Nature for the hunt 
had tr ackod down th o wanted mm t o bring Blake 1s case t o a dramat i c 
conclusi on) . 

As always Bl ake ' s talents wor e at bis country ' s disposal but in 
this last war we saw him as the subtle Secret Service Agent r ather 
than the cloak - and-dagge r type of spy of the Grea;Wer peri od. A tru e 
cosropoli tan and skilled linguist, his facility for getting conpletely 
inside any characte r he was port r aying , ma.de him an invaluable member 
of M. I.5. The deep patrioti S!ll was th er e , fe l t by the reader ; an 
integral. part of the detacti ve was his l ove for lligl.and and always when 
he had been abroad he expressed his pleasure at being back in "dear old 
London° again . 

Hawklike and aquiline, a lean athle t ic Englishman he had beccme 
the epi t ooie of t he ideal private dete ctive of fiction •• • •• and also 
Everyman •s n>glishman. There were many imi t a ti ons att empted but beside 
the or iginal characte r they appeared shallow nonent i ties , lacking that 
ind efinab l e somet hing which had el evated lllake t o his pre-eminent 
positi on - a positi on which he was to hol d tllrough thos e uneasy years 
of th e pos tward period in to t he so cal l ed peace of the 1950 ' s • ••••• • 

(00> OF PART TWO) 

* * * 
OORIID:TION: 

Th:, little art ic l e ebout Sexton Blake ' s birthday by Victor 
Colby which " as hel d over from December and appeared last mont h should 
have the do t ea amended as follows :- 11. yesrs of age; birth ye~ .1filll.; 
l ooth birthday~. J . P. 

* * * 
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Witness to Murder (No, 423) Edwin Harrison 
Sexton Blake Investigations , of Berkele y Square, London, ll .1 . 

versus The Syndicate , that immensely powerful oct opus of internati onal 
intrigue, against which the Blake organisa ti on has cl ashed before , 
parttly yet never wholly successful l y , opera ting as it does t hroug h a 
myriad of independent channels . 

Two South Africans newly arrived from Cape Town are murdered 
Iii thin a few hours of their arrival in England. One a noted scientist, 
is shot dead and the briefcase he is carrying torn from his grasp . In­
side are the fruits of t .n years • research into the problem of the 
disposal of radio-act ive was te from a t omic reactors , and ~tly iJII... 
portan t doc1.111ents laying claim to the solving of t he problem of radia ­
ti on d.an8ers, particularly from strontiuc ingest i on . South African No, 
2 dies when he is del iberately run down by a car in the process of 
keeping a telephonic appointllllnt with Sext on Blske,n crime witn ess ed 
by one , Chauncey Todd, representative of t he Johannesburg C. I.D. , who 
in occordence wi th instructions from hi s superi ors , had followed his 
two count rymen t o En8].and t o keep them under surveillance. What 
sil,;lificance l,zy behind t i.. drallill8 - on one of Blake ' s ow cards - of 
a green spider crou chin g in the centre of a bl ood- red web, lihich Todd 
foun d on the dead man? 

The high standard set by his rother more experienced colleagues 
i s satisfacto rily uphel d by new recruit, Edwin Harri son. 

Rat ing ... . .. Very Cood 

* * * 
Dressed to Kill (No. 424) D. Herbert II.Yd• 

Women' s revenge upon wocen is the theme of thi s novel se t almost 
entirely in London , f ea turin g Sext on Bl ake and Paula De.'le and - t o a 
l esser eJCt e.,t - Tinker , and those pillar s of Scotland Yard - Coutts 
and Grimwold. 

The shooting of a sadis tic S.S . office r by an American officer at 
a women's concent r ati on camp at Ravensbruck in 1945 brings t o Debbie 
Ker.yon, a promising young film actress , over here to ciake a series of 
TV films for an American film producer , a terrifying ordeal at the 
hands of th e mentally deranged woman who had once lo ved her dead German 
officer. Kidnapped and s t owed away aboard a motor crui ser on th e Med­
w,zy. Just beyond Gillill8ham, the author desaibed in thrilling fashi on 
how th• principal members of th e Blake organi sa t ion smash the gang 
responsible for the abduc tion of the girl. Always easy on the eye 1 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~40~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Paula must have lo oked r eal ly dazzling in the ye ll ow slacks she changed 
int o at her flat (p . 28). Th~ended up in the Thames which was porhaµl 
where they deserved t o go , t hough it was unforti.mate Paul a was still 
inside them when they did . But apart from her att ir e , wasn •t that 
sleek 1i ttlo sports car of hers r athe r t oo conspicuous , t o trail sooh 
dangerous thugs across London with? !lo l aurels for Paula's wisdom 
here . 

D. Herbert Hyde i s a nc11 name on the cover of th e S. B. L. but after 
the second chapter I hod a strong feeling that it could equa lly well 
have been Peter Saxon. I vonder? 

Rating . .... .Very good 

WALTER WEBB 

****'**********11 N •MN M JI It M II MN *********.-.it******************~******** 

C tJr r_ URGENT 
0extont<A1Re- MESSAGE 

How many of you care whether the Sexton Blake Library ·•hich has 
been going for near l y f orty-five l'ears without a break enda its long 
life in the near future or whether i t continues? 

THIS DEX:ISION IS LARGELY Ill YOUR HANDS. 
Mass circulat i ons nre the vogue in these modern tim es . ~ines 

with healthy but comparatively small readerships are sa crificed so t hat 
more money can be spen t upon those papers which are already touching 
the million figure. 

YOUR SEXTON BI.AKE LIBRARY i4AY ';IELi, BE ONE OF THClSE TO GO IF 
NClrlilllG IS Da!E TO roosr T!lE CIRCUWIOK. 

So, it is up to you, if you want your mni;izine to r each and pass 
it s half-cen t ury, to do what you can to raise t he circulation so tha t 
when, or if, th o tine comes for axing scalle r circulation papers, 11 
will not be one of them. 

As you mey know, the publishing house, which has been producing 
Sexton Bloke every month for so l ong, has been taken over by e big 
newspaper combine intarested in cass circulat i ons. 

That ooans , Wlless socoth ing is done, and done guickl.Y, Sexton 
Blake may be killed - finished . And you should know better than MY­
one tl:w.t once o. character is killed-off , once o. magazine is axed, it 
is ~ revived . It is your decision , you know - s9 please keep these 
facts in mind - and act now. Buy ertra copies every month to show to 
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your fri ends ; pl1J8 Blake "" you never plugged him before, Mention him 
at every opportunity you get , Aim at getting oa cany nenead ers ns 
buoanly possible imed i ately. Think up new ways of getting your news­
agen t t o diaple,y t he Library - for the only r eoaon Blak e i s not as wall 
known today as he used to be is because he is lumped in , on the book­
stal l s, with chi l dren ' s picture pepers like ROBIN HOOD and BUCK JONES, 

Do all this - and Blake wi ll go on , gnining strength with every 
issue , 11.'ld above all you will still be able t o buy a copy of the SEX'!"ON 
BLAKE LIBRARY every oonth . 

OTHERw1SE - IT 1$ GOODBYE, SEXTON BLAKE!!!!! 
Think it over. a I t's in your hands . Act TODAY! Tomorrow may be 

t oo l ate , 

* *** * HAMILTONIANA 
Cor,piled by HERBmT Ll]JJ(»!BY 

* ........ 
* 

In a recen t rep ort by the Chief ~ledi ca l Officer cf th e l·'.infa trJ 
of &luca t ion it was s t ated that sch ool children today were get t ing t oo 
fat . So, as no cioubt you've not iced, t re newspaper columnists seized on 
the Owl of Greyfriars for an appro priate headline . For exacple , the 
Dail y Harald ' s - " Children Becomin8 a Lot cf Billy Bunter s" . Useful 
chap, Billy. 

* * * * 
THE BUl,'TER S!Klif: The play at t he Pal ace Theatre seems to have been 11 
success , tho\l€h the general opini on among He.mil tonians seams to Aflve 
been that it wa,; hardly Greyfriars. 

Nevertheless , as Larry Morley points out , Peter Noble stated 
in "!·:ovie Mer ry Go Round" on January 18t h , that the play was such 11 
success that it is to be made in t o a film with Gerald Campion in th e 
part he has made his own. Fln'thar developments will be wa tched wi t h 
int er est . 

* * * * 
H.ESULT OF QUIZZLE NO. 2 : Soluticn to clue down: Col onel Wharton. 
Hidden words : The Terrible Three of St . Jim's . First correc t solu­
tion was re<:eived from R. J. GOI'BAVE, 35 WOODHOUSE ROAD, LEYTONSTOlfE, 
LONIXlll, E. 11, to whom 5/ - has been sent. 10 points earned for London 
club . Points total :- London 20 points . 

* * * * 
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QUIZZLE No, 3 . 
Tho Lottera in t he numbered sq\l6l'es if 
pl aced in S6'juence in the l over grid will 
spe,ll out e. popular peri od - obvi ously 
earned in Britain but spent in Amer ica . 

* * * * 
~ : A. When Smithy goes on the 

t iles. (s, 6, 3) 

CLUE5 ACROSS: 

A, How Bunter spent a post-war holiday , 
B. Fistical, but not quarrelsome , 
C. Evil genius of the China serie~. (4 , 4) 
D, What Tom ~lerry had t o do on the Old Bus. 
E. Where Dr. Lock stands to odrr.inister a 

fl ogging . 
F . St. Jim1a master . 
G, Where the hounds should be in n paper 

. 23<i. .1:;f chase (2, s) . 
I!. •hat Bob Cherry does wit h his l eft . 

N 

I . Erroll to i1orni.'lgton (3, 4), 
2 3 f4 5 6 7 8 J. St , Jim ' s boy voo owned a race-horse . 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 j 22 23 j 

K, Scene of mony a damp dr ama in too l'.agnet . 
L, Ho starred as the blue cover passed in ­

t o history . 
~1. Coker is - but won' t admit it. 

N, Every year there arc three at Rooic•ood, ..... 
Write on a postcard, the words in the l over grid and t he answer to the 
Clue Down. 5/ - for the first correct solution received by the Edito r . 
10 points to Cl ub Branch if M;J, 

.. .. * 
LET'S ilE CONTROVERSIJ.L 

(In t hie series, Eric Fayne t ouches on certain m tt ers cf interest to 
students of t he iulmi+ton paper s . He gives his own views superficicl ly, 
If you will write t o him, expressing your opinions on t he topics he 
discusses , he will sucmsrise r enders ' views in a future issue) . 
No. 23, VAS THE IIAGNET'S "MR. Llo)IB" SERIE:l A COMPLETE SUCCESS? 
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The Mr, Lamb series appeared in 193':>-40, and there is no short"8" 
of copies of it at th e present ti.J:le, Almost every Mai!net fan must have 
reed it, and I think must possess it in his collection , Yet I have 
nevor , in tho 19 years since it wos published, heard Bllycne eulogise 
it , or, in fact, recall it much at all, This seecs t o be proof that 
it was not e oooplet o succes s , Then where did it fail? - for there is 
cuch to be soid in its favour. 

I cennot quite decide whether the Lamb series was Bil attempt to 
repeat the unqualified success of the splendid Courtfield Crscksman 
series of 1929-30, If so, the eff ort did not quite come off, 

There are points of similarity in the two series, Both started 
before Christmas, covered the Christmas vacati on, and continued thr ~ 
the Spring tem, In both series , the cracksmsn was, unsuspected , a 
resident of Greyfriurs. Bunter Bild the Bounder fe atured largely in 
both , th oug, neither character seemed quite ao happily presented in 
the Ull!lb series. In tho earlier series the investigations were carried 
out, in int r iguing s ty le, both by Scotland Yord; t he private detective 
Ferrera Locke, hlld t he Lamb case in hand. In each series, Hr. Quelch 
was missing from trn picture for a time. 

llhy, then, with all the ingredients present for a te rr ific success 
was t he Lamb series a partial failure - if it was? I think it was 
stunned - certainly not killed - by its col ossal length . It wes by far 
the lOfl8"St series t hat Charles Ha::iilton ever wrote. Running f or 16 
weeks, each st ory a cover- to-cover specimen, it oomprised no less than 
half a cl lli on ·,ordll. In its cl osing weeks, it foundered urner its 
own verbosity. 

It was the greates t of pities , fer it was ir.genious throughout, 
ll!ld it start ed vith trn utmost promise. Fer many weeks the plo t 
devel oped in fine style; the syste,,, too prevalent at th at time , of 
Jllllking each st ory alcost complete in itself, vns abandoned, with 
advantage. There were more Chri.sbnas stories then usual , t he intimate 
little party vos st llhsrton Lodge , there was snow end ice and e.11 t he 
trap pings of the seas on, there vas a haunted l'!ont House. One of thes e 
stories was absolu•ely brilliant, with an unforgettable sequence when 
Bunter, who found himself a prisoner with Hr. Quelch, ate the mnster •s 
rati ons as well as his own. (One tends , I think , in the l ater Magnet, 
to recall brilliant stories rather than bril..li,mt series , as one does 
when oonsidering the Mtlgnet of a fa-• years earlier). 

After the new t erm started, there were st lest tv o out s tanding 
stories , which showed t he Bounder fell ing foul of Hr. Lamb, am som 
fescin,ting sequences in which Bunter ' s ventriloquism terrified t he 
new master into t i.inking that Mr. Quelch had returned to the school. 



But the stories bec81l'e son:ewhat repetitiv e , t he pl ot dr agged on 
and sank int o t ediu.,i under i t s own mn.ssive verbi age . The final sto ry 
was thrilling, and spl endidly told , ye t i t c rune too lat e . In t he near 
reli ef t hat it had fini shed at l ong la st, ono fo r got th e brillisnce of 
some of t.'1e yarn s , and t he u."ldoubted clevern ess with which th o entire 
pl ot had been constructed and unf old ed. 

If this giant se ri es coul d be r egarde d as t'ifo series - and it 
cer tainly falls into two part s - ea ch section mi,rht bo cons id er ed tip­
t op. In ear lier yoors one series had of te n filt ered int o anot her, with 
happy re sul ts . But t ho pl ot of t he kidna pping of Mr. Quel ch is t oo 
concrete for one fe asib l y to think of i t as enythiGg but one enormous 
seri es. 

In fairness t o t he Lamb series , there i s one import an t fa ct or to 
be conside red. It appeared in th e ear ly months of tho -.ar . In cons&­
quence , it i s a peri od pie co - an d a period , a t that, of which we do 
not cnre t o be r eminded . By contr ao t, t he Courtf ie l d Cracksmnn se rios 
of 1929 will never da t e . It is as fr osh and as welcome as tho fl owers 
in Moy, 1959 •. 

Finally , if we ten d t o regnr d great s t ori es as not so grea t, it 
i o only when we compare the!!! wit h ot her woli<: of Frank Riclmrd.s. Roger 
J enkins , in his Annual artic l e , made that very cl ear . By any otoo r 
yard.s tick, the Lamb series would be magnificen t. 

It' s just uy poin t c f vi ew. Wha t ' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL FX:HOES 

No. 21. IS IT FOSSIBLE 'IO RFX:ARD THE >'HOLE SEI' OF STORIES AS A SERilS? 

HmllERl' LlX:m,'BY ( our Edi tar) write s : "I was ve ry inter es ted t o see 
your COCllllent on the tr eati:iont of Bob Cherry by Doct or Lccke , r esult in g 
in ' Bob Cherry ' s Barring Out'. It i s s omething I hllvo often t hought 
about myself . It would appear to be base ingra titud e on t m Head ' s 
par t t o expel llob so soon af t er Bob saved t ho Head from disgrace. But , 
as you point out , such t hought s only occur when one r egards the sto ri es 
as one great se rie s . 11 

ROGER JENKINS wri te e : "Fr om the point of view of t he coll ect or, the 
ques ti on of consistency in the sto rie s assumes an aspect of importan ce , 
and - if the edito r ial col umns can be delievod - t here were also a 
conai derob le number of read er s who hed token t he J>llpers for years ru,d 
who would be quick to spo t inc onaist encies . 

The 1922 s eries you mmtion r eveals roo th er in consis tency, ap:irt 
f rom t he questi on whether or not Levison hnd been expelled fro m Grey-
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friar.,. In Gan No. 142, Dr, Holmes got t o know of the expulsion , end 
Levison was allo wed to stay e.t St . Jim 's in spite of this. So the 1922 
series was at fault on both count s , but i t was so veil written tha t I 
don I t suppose l!l9IlY collectors would wish that something else had been 
written in its place. 

I have mixed fee lin gs about pl ot repetiti on. I usually tend to 
think too first versi on th at I have read is t oo best , and regard all 
other versi ons as inferi or. Probably the answer is that general themes 
could be repeat ed successfully , but repetiti on of detail might prove 
lllUlOying. 

In a se:ise, Charles Hamilton achieved the impossib l e; he wrote 
countless stories complete in tooD1Selves each week, and yet at the Blllll8 

time he Dl8intained an air of continuit y which made t he reader believe 
that , alt houe!J the slate was wiped clean each week, nothing that had 
pessed .-as entirely forgotten , and everyt)WJ8 would have some signifi ­
cance in the future . 11 

GEORGE SELLARS writes: "I believe it would be possib le to divide the 
GErJ e.nd the Nagnet each int o two series, and not one . ilalf the Gem 
stories must have been about Tom 1':erry and his pal s ; the second series 
could be composed of sto ries featuring the new cmracters who ove~ 
crowded the St. Jim ' s s t age, plus stories of temporary characters, 

The satle thing applies to the l'.agnet . One seri es features Billy 
Bunter, too other comprises the stories of Harry Wharton and Co. " 

GIDFFREY WILDE writes: "I think you have raised an <extremel y inte re sting 
question here . Actually , I t hink there are dif f iculties in seeing the 
collected stories as a tru e series . \lhile I fully agree that reminis c­
ence is essential to convincing characterisation , th e role of time in 
the stories is an ambivalent one. It takes survey ( i f I mey paraphrase 
Shakespeare) but it must also have a st op. The Hamilton world ;hlch so 
many readers know and l ove in intimate detail is not only a point of 
departure but a point of return . It admits change, because with out it 
there would be no story , but in the end it i s all as it was in th e 
beginning. That indeed , i s one of its oos t endearing qualities . I t 
docs mean, however, that while we can l oosely visualis e th e tal es as 
covering a certain span , literal continuty i s impossi bl e, 

The impossibili ty, as you hin ted in ono of your references , is 
c)Ii.efly psychological. Confronted ••ith swl practical inconsist enc ies 
we can suspend our disbelief; but could :Bunter r eally have f ailed to 
l csrn f rom the uncountable salutory lessons life taught him? Could the 
F1111ous Five have remained th e same cl ean- hearted boyish charac t ers af te r 
the ir grim experiences in China? Could innumerable personal r el atio n-
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ships have been only temporari l y modified by the vari ous of t en 
d;"astic, cha,nges th ey undenient? 

Repeated plo t s also quite clearly represent sn insurmountable 
problem in this respect. I fully agree with you , t hough,. that from · 
t he purely lit erary standpoint they were oft en quite jus tif ied , and 
that the damaging mistake was in the reproduction cf minor incidentals." 

ERIC FAYNE adds : "In 'Co.rdew' s Catch ' , t lE fin e now Tom Merry st ory, 
Mr. i'ott le boxes Gussy' s ears, ruid Frllllk Richards t ells us t hat it was 
the first ti.ca t ha t Gussy's aristocratic eara had ever been boxed . 
~rtin Clifford should have ranindod Fra.nk that Knox once boxed Gussy ' s 
oors , and produced a msenificent se ri es in llhich too one and · only ran 
tMay from school and had astounding adventures at Greyfriars, High­
cliff e , Rookwood snd Cliff House. We forgi ve Frank - but he will 
reall y have to tak e ' six ' for Clllking Trotter t he St . Jim's pege in 
the new st ory. The two new Tom Merry t ales are s o good that we could 
forgive Frank o.n,ything - but we really must consid er Toby Marsh •s 
f eelings." 

* * * * * * .. 
THE UNl'LEASANT MASTffiS AT THE HAMILTOIIIAN SCOOOLS 

Bv Roger M. Jenkins 

There can be no doubt that Charles Hamilton's greates t foats of 
adult characterisati on lay in tilSStcrs like Mr. Quelch and Mr. Prout. 
They were not perhaps id eal masters like Messrs. Rail ton an d Loscel.los 
snd Dolton, but t hey were very humon snd three dimensi onal; for the 
reade r they really lived . The pleasant l!lllsters wererathe r col ourless 
i s comparison , and the perts they could play in the st or i es were very 
limited . Perhaps t o counter this defect, the threo msin scho ols had 
ttsir quota of unpl easant masters as well , and it is these who have 
given rise to consid erable criticisn over the past ten years or so. 

Eric Fayne has ver1 aptly poin ted out that no master like Mr. 
Ratcliff coul d ever have kept his positio n for any length of time in 
a reputable schoo l. It had t o be presumed that Dr. Holmes did not know 
e. great deal of what went on in the New House. From time t o time cer­
tain mtters were brought bef ore hie, but for th e seke of consistenc y 
one must suppose that each time he had forgotten the previous affair. 
Author' s licence of thi s kind is quite permissi ble in a series which 
rsn for over thirty years . 

Th, fact is that t he unploassnt masters had o definite contribu­
ti on to make to the sto r ies . They furni shed the opportunity to feature 
a clash between the boys and a particular maste r; it might be a simple 
matter of the juniors gettin& their own back for some minor act of in-
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justice, or it might be the si !l1l81 for a full-scale rebellion, but 
whatever it wes it was something which oould never havo co:ie about had 
th ere been no masters of this kind to act as catalysts. These stories 
wore seld om =terpie ces of subtle characertisati on, but they wore 
always immensely rerulabl e , pleying ns they did upon th e elE<!lelltary 
<ElOtions of the read ers - the eternal s truggl e between black and white , 
betwOO!l good and bad. Occesionally an unpleasan t master might be 
f eatured in a really first-r at e st ory , but thi s was very infrequen t. 
No, 1 - Mr. Homco Hacker: "It cannot be prctonded t hat Hr. Horace 
Hacker is a person who real ly matters much to t he Greyfriars st ori es" , 
decl.'.lred J. N. Pentel ow in Maan,et No . 544. "We should not ciss hiD i f 
he dropped out; and no-one <Ner writes to suggest that a story about 
Mr. Hecker would be wcl cor.e." 

In 1918, when this was writt en , there is no doubt that this 
appraisal vas correct . Aport from &gnet No. 416, in which he showed 
scant syr.,pnthy for tho Shell tear. ' s desire t o compete fo r Col onel 
Wharton's Cup, he did not feature greatly in the s t orie s - indeed , it 
was not until 1928 and Magnet No. 1086 entitled "The Form-Masters • 
Feud" that he again played any notable part at all . On thi s occasi on 
Bunter ventriloquisoo, leading Mr. Hacker t o think t hat 1'ir. Quelch had 
insulted him. The st ory provided a delightful portrait of t he s t af f at 
Groyfriars , written vith the especial cham that is t o be found only 
in a Magnet of the golden age . 

"Horace Hacker was not a bad- hearted nzm, by any means, 11 se.i d 
Charl es llacilton in Maan,ct No. 1617, "he was , according to hi s light s , 
a dutiful =· fu t a, ubt and distrust Se€111ed to Ila i:erts of hi s nature. 
i!o did net trust boys , end did not , in fact, trust anybody, and he 
was rathe r proud of i t t han otherwis e . flr. Capper, the mster of t ho 
Fourth , coul d have his leg pulled t o almost any extent by tlE boys . 
Hacker felt a deep conte<lpt fer Capper. But Hacker probably made more 
mistak es from distrust than Capper ever did f ree trustfuln ess . " 

In t'1at partiC>llar nu.iber Mr. llackor set out to prove tmt the 
Fn::ious Five were a set of young bl ackguards . (It vas not for ncthillg 
that be ves called the Acid Drop by his · form) , This was an cntertnin­
ing s t ory , t rough even th o most avid reader could scarcely have termed 
it anything but a good averago tal e . Similarl.,y , tho Tuckshop Rebel li on 
seri oa in Nos. 1510-1515 was a cost popular se t of stories, but readers 
who were mindful of p,st glories could not hel p deprecating the indig­
ni ti es Mr. Hacker unden.ent on that occasi cn. The i,egrettabl e element 
of sheer farce which ran through th e entire series seemed quite out of 
plaoe vhen dealing with a regular ,,..,,bor of the staff lik e Mr. Hacker. 

In point of fact , Mr. Racker was th e most restrained and the 



least objecti onable of al l the unpleasant masters. I t is all the mor e 
unf ortunate, therefore that be should have featured in only one merorsb l e 
series - t he one about his nephew, Eric Wilmot, which began in Magnet 
No. 1457. Wilmot had been obli ged t o leave his old school under sus­
pici on of the ft, and l'.r. Hacker had ruaiia;;ed t o get hir , a second ohenco 
at Greyfriar.l . The Sholl master did his best t o beli eve in his n~phow's 
inn ocence , and tactle ssly interv ened on his behalf tlBl1Y t ines , usually 
caking matters cuch wors e then bef ore . This was a repeti t i on of th o 
Cleave s orios in the Gan, and t hought it l acked t oo powerful iopact 
of t he St. Ji.c 1 s versi on, there i s nevert hele ss so::,, thing very satis­
fyin g about th e lli.JJ:ie t s eri es, in which every one acted, as he hoped, 
f or t he best , but in which nearly every one was, in point of fact , 
cis t akon. 

The 'llil.oot seri es was t he lus t of Charl es Hamilt on ' s gre at 
char acter stu:lios. If it was not among th e very best, it was at l east 
much superi or t o any Groyfriars t al es th at were publis hed subsequently , 
and it did l eave th e reader with tho sa tisfying tho ug.'1t ttiat Mr. Hacker 
was at heart a human being, a oan not utterly devoid of kind fe elings , 
Md very far from being an unreas onabl e tyrant . 

* * * * * 
i!A.RRY 11rlARTON - .OBST OOY /1£ GREYFRIARS? - Part 2 

By Ii . 0. G. Loft s 

Several days after 'Mot her ' had writ t en about Harry Wharton and 
¥ described him as the worst boy at Gre:,friars, th e "Star " office had 
been fl ooded wit h letters f:rom indignant readers who stated ttiat he was 
cer tainly no'; . Only several of th e re aders letters wer e able to be 
inserted in "Mother's" column, and t hey read as fo ll ows: -

"liell really, it ' s not bags of fl our but coal s of fire that have 
been heaped on r:,y head. 'iho would have t hought that oy affai r with 
Harry Whart on would have created suc.'1 an in~t outburst? His f ans 
declare that he was always the hero but in nU1lber thr ee hundred a.'ld 
SOfletbing , published in 1937, Harry Wharton was th e worst boy at Groy-
friars . · 

Just listen to thi s fro c Mr. R. P. Kingst on, one of my most 
ardent followers, 'what a f oul lib el you have perpetrated. May a 
t housand pas t 'Masnot ' re ader s a t om your gstos and d0I:1and an apology! 
And Mrs. R. of Ilf ord , a r egul ar corre spondent, writ es: "Fath er of 
throe says Harry Wharton isn • t th e wor s t boy at Greyfriars ! How I 
chuckled wben I read your bit; you certainly give us variety fo r our 
penny. About two months ago oy father """'" unexpectedly and I hadn 't 
a £t:Urnrlna handy so I gave him the 1Ma@let• and said 'here, reod this 
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whil o I get t he dinne r roedy • . He could hardly tear hi!:!self away, 8l'.ld 
sinc e then has asked me t o save it fo r hi.a each week. I !!ll4!ht add he 
was 70 last Octcber. Fathe r of three is always lat.a t o bed the nigh t 
the 'Mai,,et' comes. But mray with the printers ' ink boys for bore come 
Oil 1'.ax and Cliv e rlllllling down 1he drive . " 

llell , ' Mother ' certainly was put in her pl ace , and was convinced 
perhaps by this corres pondence that Harry Wharton was only the worst 
boy of Grcyfriars in this series of s t ories. 

In prese nting these ol d extracts fron the press in the C. D. two 
things arc very not icoble . The vast int erest sho wn by adults in any ­
thing cormec~ed wit h Greyfriars , at a t i me vhen the Magnet was st ill 
being publish ed. And, soccndly, that the r.iagic of Frank Richerds ' 
stories were suitab l e tc r eaders of all ages , including a= of 70 , who 
obvi ous ly found gr ea t pl ell.SUl'e in t ro twilight of hi s life through Harry 
Wharton and Co. of Greyfriars School. 
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GOODBYE - "TilJY TOTS" 
By W. 0 . G. Lofts 

And so th e le.st of the Amalgarr.:,ted Press pre-war col oured comics 
f or the very young has ended ; No. 1334 cwtod Jonu,iry Z4th, 1959, carrie< 
th e announcement thnt it will be inc orpo rated wit h "Play hour ". The 
"Tiny Tots" first saw th> light of. day on t ho 22nd Octcber , 1927, am 
was in tended for the very youngest of t he reading public, a s ort of 
cOl!lpanion to the "Chi cks Own" and "Bubbl es" . 

I t ' s Editcr at tho dee th of the poper, Mr. Basil Reynol ds , is an 
actual personal friend of t.ine; read ers of too S .P .C. will no doubt 
rec oll ect an a rticle written by myself an him, am his f amous Uncle 
We.rwick Reynolds of th e St . Jic ' s drn wings featured in the "Gan". J. 
very talented artis t B.:isil Reynolds 11ill not be lost t o tho A. P. how­
over, as he has been given anot her positi on es Edi tcr of somo of t he 
X::ias Comic Annuals. 

After months of research r eaders will be interested to l oom 
thn t I have compiled a li st of every comic ever published in this 
count ry vi t h runs , dates , publishers, etc . Pride of place for having 
published the c,ost different titled comics goes of course , tc th e 
Acalgacated Press who have had about 70 since the firs t "Comic Cuts" 
sppeared in 1890. The rsrost comic of t hem all I should say , vi t hout 
hesita ti on, is the "Bo-Peep" which had a run of 235 issues f rom 1929 
onwards , no copi es have been found in existence a.part f rom A.P. and 
Brit ish Museum files . continued on pe.ge 53 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by J AC',< WOOD, l!osta w, 328 Stock t on Lane, York . 

!'"none: 25795 

* * * * * 
As a change froc J i r., Cc~k ' s adoirab l e despa t cl>is free St . Frank ' s 

we have this r.ionth c.nc the r letter f roc Jic Sutcliffe , who has been 
silent in our col urns all t oo l ong . 

He .-.akes the suggestion th at next year ' s Annual mi ght survey St . 
Frank ' s s tor ies in t l>:? Boys ' Rccln , and as I have severol of tho 
st ories I om willing t v collab or e.te wit h anyone •,ho hes tho rest and 
i s agreeab l e . The t heme should bo inte r esting . 

No answer yet to J im's query last mcnt h, who was Charles 
Wentworth? Ccn anyone help? 

And n°", f rorr. Jic Sutc li f f e -

RAllllOl! REX:OLLWrIONS 

Old Series No. 142 "A Mystery of t he Night " or "The Doctor ' s Ordeal ". 

Reading Jim Cook' s gossip fro m St . Frank ' s about Dr. Br et t in 
the J uly C.D. - brought to mind what was probabl y the only story in 
which he was portrayed in one of the leading r ol es . 

The opening er.apt er was preceeded as usua l a t that per iod by the 
autho r' s note t hat Nelson Lee and Nipper were a t St . Frank ' s to esca pe 
the attentions of the murderous Chinese Society , t he fu Chang Tong, in 
the characters of Mr. Alvington and Richard Bennett . 

The st ory begins vit h quite a tri vi al inc i dent in i tse lf at t he 
time, but destined to lead to amazi ng events, with a form room se t ting. 
Tom Burton, a comparative newcomer· to t he Remove but al ready nick ­
named "The Bo •sun" i s getting a bot tl e of ink f rom th e top shel f of the 
cupboard at th e r equest of iir . Crowell. In hi s effo r ts to reach t he 
shelf he involuntarily grunts ! The grunt becomes t he subject of some 
good humoured remarks from Hr. Crowell on t he "crime" of over eat ing -
a very unpat r io ti c thing to be guilty of in tm early mont hs of 1918. 

Gulli ver , however , makes use of this opport uni 1;y to whispe r 
l oudl y "foodhog " and for which he earns for himself two s trokes f rom 
Mr. Crove ll ' s cane. 

The Bo• sun bOl<ever is very concerned t hat he shoul d have an exc ess 
of ve:l;,ht in war-t ime and set s about get t ing rid of it as s peedily IIS 

he can. Stud y F vhic h he shar es rl th Conroy l'iinor i s turn ed int o a 
gy,nnasium, not sat i sfi ed with this however, he persus des Nip per t o get 
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up an hour before rising bell to go for n three mile run! 
They decid o to cut thro\1€h n gap in too hedge t o get on to 

Bennington Moor end in doing so make a gruesome discovery - lying in 
the bott om of the ditch is the body of a dead man. 

Nipper decides at once that "Old Alvy" must be told as they ~ 
tum to the school, Nelson 1<,c decides t o inform the pompous Inspector 
Jameson of !la.'lllington Polic e by t elephone, after which he proceeds to 
the site of t oo cri me, guided by !lipper and t he Bo' sun , being anxious 
to make a few observations of his o,m before the police arrive on the 
scene and notes that t he man had obviously been struck down from behind 
with e heav~ spanner which vas still lying beside th o body. 

With the arrival of In spector Jameson, bursting with self 
:wportance, Lea' s own inves ti gations are temporarily suspended el ­
t oough he, Nipper and Burtcn are allowed to remain while Jameson 
carries out his own investigations . 

In bis guise of Mr. Alvingt on, Nelson Lee appears almost in ­
different t o th G proceedings which is just the correct attitud e t o 
adopt with t ho In specto r vho was far mor e lik ely to volunteer inform­
ati on then ho would had Leo appeared inquisitive , Jameson was searching 
t he dead msn 's pockets and inf ormed th e trio that he had f ound viBit ing 
cards bearing the name of Stephen Ford of Twickenham, but th o dis cov-

,. cry which was to become most importan t was a cheque for thr ee pounds, 
fif toon shillings , th e drawer ' s own name being J ames Brett, th e Bell ton 
medical practitione r and already a personal friend of lielson Leo. 

On the strength of this friendship Lee por suades Inspector 
Jameson to all ow himself end th e two juniors to acsompony him to 
Bell ton to int erview the doctor. 

Jai:ieson begins by quest i oning th o doctor's chauffer, Williams , 
in r ath ar an underhanded wey without Brett 's knowledge , and th o in-­
fom ati on he obtains puts Brott in r ather a bad ligh t r egarding his 
essociation with St ephen Ford th e previous ni8ht, Next f oll ows 
Jameson' s .intarrogation of too doctor and on the face of it things 
look rath er black against t he doct or al though Lee himself i s never in 
doubt as t o Brott I s innocence . 

Inspect or Jameson decides to arrest Brett and t akes him off to 
Bannington • 

Meanwhile Nelson Lee sends Bennett and Burton back to St, .Fre.nk I s 
for morning lessons and r eturns to the scene of th e crime himself 
hoping to pick up a f<M clues which would enabl e him t o secure his 
friencf3 roleas e . 

With onl,y a rurr.l "bobby" left on guard , Leo was success ful and 
eventual l y tracks down a tramp in whoso pockets is found tlu"ee po\D'.lds 
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five shillings in cash - this being exactly the &m0unt paid in cash 
by Dr. Brett t o the dead man and whi ch was not found in hi s pockets , 
t ogethe r with a watch and ci8ar e tte case stamped with St ephen Ford ' s 
initials , 

In vi ew of t hese di scoveries Jameson is compelled to admit that 
"Mr • .t.lvingt on" has been us eful and t hat his cas e against Brett is not 
as wat or:ti ght aB he had imagined , 

Nelson Lee immoci ately informs th e doctor that he shoul d be fr ee 
in next t o no ti me, only to have hi s hopes dashed after t he surgeon 
attached t o Banningt on police st a ti on , roports t hat the tr emp, al thou;!11 
edmit t ing to th e robbery could not poss ibly have delivered the death 
bl ow with t he heavy spanner , because , as the r~sul t of an occi dent a 
month previ ous ly, he was without strength in his anns compl et ely , 

L.3e i s non- pl uzsod and while rocking his brains for a f resh 
stnrting point spots an i tm in a newsJXlpor lying in th e police sta ti on . 

He iJ:loediately turn s t o Superintendent Dixon who i s in charge of 
th e s tation arrl says "I f I can produce abaolu t e proof of Dr. Brett 's 
inn ocence within th o spacP. of t wo hours will you r e le ase him thi s 
evening? 11 TlD Superintenden t stared , "I do not se e how you can pro-
duce such proof Mr, ilving ton " he sa id . 

Anyway , w e got his way, eve n to the ext ant of borrowing a car 
and fir st re turn s to th e scene of tho cri mo again , wher e he cl imbs up 
a tree t he branc hes of which over hand tre ditch where the body was 
found . His oxeminati on completed ho re turns t o Bamingt on once moro 
and visits tho big mili ter,y camp s itua t ed on the outskirts of the town, 
where the fo ll <><ing conversoti cn talccs pl ace . "l merely wish you t o 
answer a f ew ques ti ons Li(;utennnt Bransby" said Nels on Lee . 11! unde l"'­
stan d thnt you were in command of the ai rship which was cruising ovor 
Bannington during th e night?" 

"That 's right" . "Did you apf,I"W!Ch Bcllt on?11 

"We pessod right over the vi l l a.ge 11• 

"Now t here is one ver y icportant questi on I wish to osk" sa id t he 
sch ool llll!Ster detective , "Whil s t on this trip, did you, or one of the 
:nen W'lder your comand , drop anything from the ccr?" 

Lieutenant Bransb y gave a lit tl e s t nrt , ''Wlzy yes " he said slowly, 
"The mechllnic slipped and dr cpped e sp21lller", 

"Exact l y ", sa id Jlel son Lee smoot hly . 
"A spanne r, I regret t o t oll you . t hat a gentleman was killed on 

the instan t by thi s spanner - it was t10st extra ordinary but easily 
understandable . " 

Well th e Lieutenant accor.iponios Lee t o t he polic e statio n, th e 
sp,nner is identified as boing the one dropped from t he airship . 
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The mystery of th e n4!ht - hos been solved end Dr. Brot t is 
rel eas ed at once . 

The only point which it wns il:lpossib l e to ebsolu t ely clear up 
wes how St ephen Ford• s bod.y came tc be in th e ditch, and here Nel son 
Lee ndvenced n th oory which was wit hout e doubt, the truth . St ephen 
Ferd hnd bc'€n walking al ong the rood to Bennington end hearing thc­
t.irship ' s engines overhead , at once as suced it we.a a Zeppelin om. t ook 
cover by crouching in the ditch blllleath the tre e at th e precise mollP­
ent thnt t he spanner f ell, end di ed waere be crouched from t he blow of 
th e falling spanner on the base of th e skull . 

Well, thanks tc llolso n Lee's astuteness when he caught sigh t of 
a a:nr.ll paragraph r egarding th e a ir ship ' s night in the "Bannington 
Gazotte 11 Dr. Bret t ' s ordccl. was ovor , entir ely due t o the ardl.Zi.ng 
det ec tiv e ability of "Mr. Alvington". 

Noodless to sny , Lee took i3rett ir,to his confid ence mid r~vce.led 
his reol id ent i ty tc him end there gre·, a fir m friendship thll t was t o 
las t thr oughtout the St. Frcr.k ' s pages . 

ccntinu ed from page 49. 
This is indeed strenge , and I knew of e.t lenst four coll ec t ors 

(exc l uding myself) who hllve been scekir.g copies for yaors . Ccrtcinly 
a very good pric e vill be paid for cr.y copy found by r eader s of th i s 
page . 

Approx. 300 diff e rent comics have been published by differen t 
publishing firms since the first "Ally Sl opers llalf - Holidily" in 1884. 
Thllt i s of course up t o shout 1940, and not counting t he l!l8llY th ousnnds 
of Ameri can strip-form of story comics issued sinco t hnt da te . Com es 
to a col lect or of course , meruw the "Chips", "Comic Cuts" end 11Puck11 

size . 
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WANTED: ~lall)lets - 771, m, 774, 799 
S. O.L' s - 60, 65, 68. ~ . Gems - 16 , 23, 29 , 37 . 
Gems - 279, 359, 364, 433-

B. F. Library - 2Y/ - King Crick e t 334 - The Jungl e Pa trol 
383 - Aft er Light s Out 497 - Adventur e Creek. 

DR. ROfilllT WilllON, 100 , llROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, N.1 . 

* * * * 



8/d Boy s Bo ok <2/ub 
LONDON SECTION: The Elevent h Annucl General Meeting was held on 
Sundcy , January 18t h , ct th o &:st llul wich ho"'3 of th e Padccians , Len 
and Josie an d Eleonor , all of which weN c t that oerr:<>r able mcoting 
el even years ago . Tho only change in t he of f i cial s fo r 1959 wes that 
Len vac a t ed the chair in f cvour of Frank Lay . The rost were re-elect ed 
en bl cc . Grat eful thanks t o Len f or s t ee r ing th e Club t hrough 1958 
and bes t wishes to Fr 1c'lk for 1959 . El ect io ns over end ttien t o th e 
very enj oyable soc icl. sidol of the Club. Excell ent quizzes , one of 
Charles Wright 's famous talks , "Mor e Coll ecti ons nnd Re-Col l ec ti ons ", 
sales and exchanges , reoinisc ences exchange d, in fa ct all th ose de­
li ghtful thing., t ha t go to make up so"" of "Tbe Happy Hours". 

There was en excellent a ttendanc 3 who grea tly enj oyed Josie ' s 
fe ed and th e very varied progranr.e . Thore ·was much news about t be 
successful Billy Bunter Show t hat m n fo r three weeks :nati nces a t 
London • s Pa l ace Theatre and thanks to Len end others for s ouvenir 
bi ll s and progr=es . The February meeting "ill be held a t th e homo 
of Nels on Lee Bcb Bl ythe on Sunday, t he 15t h . Will all these hoping 
t o att end kindly inf orm Bob at 2 , Oxf ord Pl ace, Pr eas Road, l!easde n, 
London , N.li .1 0 . Came th e tim e t o depart but for s ome anct her happy 
hour as th e Sext on Bl ake Circle held a meeting dir.Jctly a fterwards . 
R.aport of this will ap pear in March Bl akiana . UNCLE BENJAMIN 

NORTHERN SECTION l!EEl'ING, JAIIUARY 10th , 1959: Desp it e a real wint ry 
nigh t t he best attendanc e for an ordinary meeting for a l ong tim e 
gathered to wolc coe Roger Jenkins on his annuel vi s it. As he had 
tra velled al l th e way froc llai,pshi r e , o. round trip of 600 :nil es , i t 
was all very gratifyin g . Among t hose presen t were Cyril &nks , who 
unfortu nstely cannot get very of ten, nnd anot he .. · now member, l·1rs. 
Elsie Palmer of Thack,l.ey , Bradfo rd, ·,h a l ike David Lancako last r.x,nth­
evid ently soon felt at home. 

Roger ' s t heme was "The Unpl eas ant 1'1£!st ers a t t ho Hami lt on 
School s ". He dealt fo rthri ght with four of th em, Hessrs . Hacker, 
Sol by , 11,itcliff e and Mander s . llcodl css t o scy as with al l Roger ' s 
talks , i t was th oroU€fily enj oyed and en animated discu ssion followed, 
whicl\ t cok us t o re fr eshment ti.mo . Roger ' s f i rst subjec t appears 

in llaru.l toniana thi s month ; t he oth ers will f ol.low • 
.Aferwards we got down t o a cr oss - word puzz l e , th olJ&ht out by 

G<!rry .Alli son of cours e . The priz e was won by Roger, which made a 
perfect finish . There's one of th ese wretched five week intervals 



~~~~~~~~~~~~55~~~~~~~~~~~~-

to t he next r.1Geting , February 14th. Stanley Smith will be the spooker . 
He to o, will have to make a l ong j ourney, l et's ir.ako it well worth his 
whil e with another bumper at tendltnce. 

HffiB!l\T LEX:XmBY, Norther Section Corresponden t. 

0 ,B.B.C. MIDLAND S!X:TION I Meeting held Decccber 16th 1 1958. The 
meeting which el even cecbe rs attended, was too last of th e year and 
was mor o of a Christmns Party than th e usual monthly meeting . To sey 
i t -.as the best nf n good many would not be emgge r ati on . At any rato, 
what with the very int.e res ting it ecs and tm vnri ous ea ts nnd drinks 
( t he letter t hnnks to our worthy Chairoan , Jack Cor bett and Geor go 
Chatruun end Beryl who ac ted as host ess) ell present had a very enj oy­
able evening . 

We were sorry t hat Mm.Corbett oould not be wi t h us and the same 
r egre t t hat Jack Ingram wes prevented from att ending . We quickly 

disposed of tho first i tem, a Christmas Quiz set by t m writ er. J ack 
Corbett and Beryl got CllllUllllllll r esults. Norean t hon entertnined us wi th 
one of his "fir e work" talks am this ti me ho br oke fr esh ground. He 
doal t with th e be tt er known i llustrators of boys papers, and menti on­
ing quit e a few well kncwn names, questioned whether t hese peopl e in 
every case ever reed th e st ori es they were illustrat i ng. The different 
styles of eech arti st was enlarged upon end eXtllllples f rom se veral 
periodicals were produced. A short t alk by Tom "Forty Yeers ON" was 
t hen on the agenda. Did we deriv e !B much pleasure from t he papers we 
read forty years tJ.80 ns the yout h of today with the presen t type cf 
lit erature in fort y years fr om nov? 

A nice little J>lrly to vind up a sntisf act ory year and that it ' s 
only fault we could find with it was that it wns "li tt le"; we wished 
t he rest of t he "gang'' had been t here. HARRY BRCGTIB, Secretnry . 

lilllSEYSIDE S!X:TIOK MEETillG-11th JANUARY: A ver y special occasio n 
thi s , for not only wns it t he first meeting of t he new yeru, , but al so 
our 100th. 1959 got off t o a flying star t with thi s very happy and 
successful get- toge t her , which ougurs well for th e rest of th o year . 
Unfortunately, Merseyside wss r eally in the grip of a bitter Arctic 
spe ll. Dispi te thi s th e a ttendance was excellen t. One very iLlportant 
decis i on was t oken n t this meeti ng. It was unnnim:msl y deci ded to 
extend the act iviti es of t he Merseyside Secti on in order to embrace 
ALL lit era ture, past and presen t. With an eyo to the future, th e 
manbers are deteminod that too "gram fell owship " of t he Secti on 
which has been enjoyed nt 100 meetings will cont inue for many more 
years to oome, and it was felt that thi s change would er.sure thia 
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tll.!Il by adding a new and heal thy inte r est to the bobby. At the same 
tilne , Merseyside is also det ermined that t he "Old Boys• Books" section 
will not be neglected - on the contrary th e determination is to cr eate 
an even bigger and better "Old Boys' Books" section, 

Jim Walsh had th e happy t hought of bringing al ong his handsome 
tspe-rec oroer t o this meeting, and he duly r ecorded short "1ooth 
birtMay" speeches fr om en.ch r.ia:iber present , oommencing with Chairman 
Don Webste r and ending, ap propr i ntely enough with Elsie Webster. 
Considereble amusement, and not n little astonishment was displayed 
when the t ape was played back . It does nothing fo r one I s ego to bear 
one's voice playe d back . One member, with a pronoimced accent 
inr.iediately wan t out ond we feared he had shot himself; happily be 
had only pai d a visit somewhere else! Jim went to a l ot of tr oubl e 
over this , and 'll..l those presen t \tare very grateful f or his happy 
l!"• t ure. 

Don Webster weighed in with a most int eres ting 11Classics Quiz", 
ond a very delightful evening ,ms completed when a bottle of pert 
was prcduced, and n tons t was drunk t o all sections of the O.B. B.C. 

The writer 's own impressi on , f or what it is worth, is tha t 1959 
wi ll prov e to be the most successful in t he hist ory of the Merseys i de 
Sect ion . 

The nex t meeting will be on Sunday , 8 t h Fel:ruary, 6. 30 p.m. at 
Neville Road. In concl usi on, the members of this section send their 
wermost geed wishes for a very happy New Year to thei r good friends 
in London, th e 1".idlands , the North and l ost , but not least , t o th ose 
of tm Golden Hours Club , Aust r alia . 

* ******* * * * 
\IAllTED URGENTLY: Sexton Blake Libraries 1st series !las . 17 , 105 , 
109, 19'7, 198, 201, 202. Sex ton Bleko Libs. 2nd series Nos . 8, 25 , 
102 , 111, 129, 213 , 236, 243, 272 , 293, 296 , 306 , 422, 474 , 495, 520 , 
667. Boys Friend Libs. 1st se r ies . Nos. 10 , 68 , 102, 105 , 107 , 165, 
229, 246, 669 . Boys Friend Libs . 2nd Ser i es . !las . 392 , 396 . 
Union J acks Nos . 881, 1041, 1098 . 
MR. J. PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDJJ.E RO.t.D, E.\ST IXJL\IICH, LONDON, S.E.22. 

* ** * ****** * 

Yonc Duplicati.1]8 Services, 12A The Shambl es , York, England . 


