


WORLD FAMOUS FOR OLD BOYS I 
Phone: =3230 
Cables : SUPil'.Jl IBED, LONIJON • 1 

POOT.AGE EJcr'Rl. 

2 Blue Box Binders containing Bound Volume of Union Jack:; . 
-55 Gems - numbem 1416 - 1470 , 1264 - 1269, Hint con:!ition 
complete run . Mint condition. aooolutely. 
Ex • .A!nal.@,mated Press . File copie s . i Pric e £3 15 O 

Price m 8 O ;-' ------ ---- ---

! Tiu, following are Vol . 1, number 1. 
20 Aldine Robin Hoods. 1st I Deadwood Dick (3d.) Edition , 
editions - coloured front covers. I published b,Y Morrison and _ Gibb 
Between numbers 3 - 00 Price - 25/-

Price 50/- I ildin es Robin Hood Vol . 1, 
---- ------- - - -J number 1 Pri ce - 15/ -

.1, Penny Populor Vol. 1, number 1. Bourn Volume Boys Realm. 1909 
vintage 365-416. 1 number 
missing. 

Pric e fiJ/-

Price - 15/-

j 30 Sexton Blak e Librari es 
-- --------, 1940 - 1948 

~ Pric e 25/-Folder of complete set of 10 
llagnots 1481 - 1490. Bunter the 
Lion Tamer. 

Price 30/- 1

. Folder of complete set of 12 
Magnets 1422 - 1433, Harry 

j Wharton ' s Double . --- ---- ---- -- -;! Price 36/ -
!ly F.arly Life by Winston 

Churchill. Deya at Harrow I Folder of complete set of 10 
School etc . 368 Jl!lges. Magnets 1545 - 1554. The Boy 

Price 107- I who could not go straight. 
- --- -·--- --- --l- Price 30/-

2 Blue Box Bin ,ers containing 38 
Gens - m.nnbers botween 1377 - 1414. 
Mint oondi tion, Ex. Amalga:nated 
Press File Copies. 

Price if, 6 0 

f--- - -- ------
The Secret !'.istory of the Court 
of :Ei,gland by truly l!amil ton. A 
reprint word for word ·as the 
original and published by John 
Dicks. Most rare . Pri ce f2 2 0 --------------'-

Red Cali Leather Pocket Editions all different By Rudyard Kipling. 
Price f2 10 0 
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DIGEST-
Price 1 s . 6d. I 

T"><.AT LEA,"'JE:'. The lcllf let which wss enclosed with tho C.D. l ast 

month llas caused a great aoount of intere s t , and l ots of members have 

expressed their appreciation of John Davis I generous action . 1icl l , I 

81:1 pleased to say th <lro may be mor e t o come, fo r it is ;,oosiblo we 
may be abl e to have a se l ection of photo s of personalities in th e 

next Annual, However , mor e about it later . 

• • * 
~ - You will see froc an adve rt t hat Tom Porter requires just 

one S. O.L. No. 58 to complete hi s collection of th at publioa ti on , 

Jus t one ! But soce of you know ho1< elusive just one odd nucber ooo 

be . So if there ' s myon e ,mo oan give a helping hand , you 'll have 

the satisf'acticn of knowing yoo. have helped Tom reach the end of hi.s 

quest . 
• • * 

THE GREYFRIARS CUP. Well , the result of t he seco nd contest will be 

found on another page. It was a real contest and ttJanks are due to 
Bill Gander for what must have been a deuce of a task . Caigratul.ation: 

London! and we hope t o have the pleas ure of seeing Leslie Rowley , 

gene ro~ donor of t he Cup, at hane again shortly . 

• • * 
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I!( GLORIOUS JUNE. In two months time will appear No. 150 of our 
little i,agaz ine. My goodness ! how time fl ies; i t only seems yeste>-­
day whm we vere talking about the IOOth number. llell, it is suggested 
in some inf l uential quarters that we mark tile half-way stage to the 
second cmtury Id th a specially enlarged number. One sugges tion is t hat 
we include one or two of the wiJ>ning efforts in the Cup contest. More 
about it next month. 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBlllT LECKEMBY 

IIIIIIJOl lflll•llitlllll 11"1' '11111 HI UIII I IUIIII lllllllllllUIUIIIII 111111 

WAl1rED certain Magnets, Boys Friend 3d Library llo . 319 md Picture 
Show No. 1. YOUR prices paid. Send lists to : 
DA'IID S'.i'ACEt, VICKFORD, IBSEIC. 

FOR S!LE: Two leather bound al bums of Film Stars , all pre-11ar 
~ es . postcard size , one contain:iI>g 189 photos glossy , the 
other 138 sepia . Also a book of cricketers, boxers and footballers . 
ill of 30 or oore years ago. Offers please . 
R. J . O I SHEA, 8 E'iE ROAD, LEYTONSTONE, LO!iIXJ!I, E. 11 • 

WA.'ITID: l'.agnets , T/ 1, m, T/4 , 7<.f.J; S.O.Ls 60, 65, 68; -}!.. Gans 
16 , 23, ?.9, YI; Gems n9, 359, 364, 433. B.F . Library 1st series 
237 King Cricket; 334 The Jungle Patro l; 383 After Lights Out; 
497 .l.dvmture Creek . 
DR. ROBERT YILSON, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLAXOY, ll .1 . 

l/AI;TID: S .B.L. No. 183 "The Mystery of the lfoman Overboard " by ll. 
Tyrer. S.B.L. 3rd Series !lo. 29 - title not known, by D.L. Ames. 
Please state condition and price r equired to 
A. W. RHODm, BRITISR EMIIASSY, BONN, BRITISil FQRCgi POST CFFICE, 19. 

Collector seeks copies of "Fel:iJC the Hunchback" - "The Divorced Queen" 
"The Ses Sprit e" and "Belle Vue" - in any of the various editions in 
Henderson I s Weekly Bud,;et People' s Pocket Story Books. Offers to 
M. c/ o t he ruito r of the Collectors• Di;!est . 

MAGNE'l'S WANTED: 450, 517, 520, 526, 533, 539, 648, 651, 740 , m, 
880, 885, 920, 921, 933, 952-4, 991, 103'1, 1142, 1191. 7/6 each 
off ered for any of the above plus postage. Write : 
LOF'l'S, 56 S!IDUliGl!AM HOUSE, LISSCti STREET, LONDON, N.W.1. 
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f.3fah_ian a 
conducted by JO§Ei'IIWE PACKi:\A!f 

27 Archdale Road. East Dulwich 1 London , S.E , 22 . 

In view of the fact that ii'al ter Yebb ' s series of arti cl es 
( " Centuzy-&kers") are lengthy end will run for some months, I decided 
it wuld be bett e r to publish Margsret Cooke 's art icle 1:bis con th and 
otart Walter' s s eri es in Ma.Y. 

I would like to thank all thos e who have wri tt<ll to lll£l during 
the past fcw W00Y.S to Se;/ t hat they are "rallying round " :l.n regord to 
the Saxton Blsko Libraxy . Ve cen only hope that our belo\tOd Bl aca 

will surviv e . J<l>IE PACKMAl'i 

• * • • * • • • * 
THE POOL OF BEiliG Pi,ULA. 

By lu!rgaret Cooke 

Fiftee n minut es before c.lsoing t ime one evc:ung in 1956 a woman 
walked do,n the stops to th e Malibu Club and oallod for a drink . She 
1-ms ,cung , beau t iful , well-dre ssed , and desperately afraid . 

Someone was trying to kill her! A fast car had boon driven 
strai,;ht at her • • ••• someone had tried to push he r over th e edge of a 
crowded pl atfann at an undergromd itation . Thos e things could hav e 
been accidental - but she didn • t tr .ink so . Each time she ood seen a 
man' s face, hard and mean, with cold , oruel eyes . 

As she s ipped her drink s.lie saw the :nan again standing a t tho 
bar staring at her steadily . She rose and hurries out of the Club , 
s tumblJJJg on the steps in her haste . The man fo ll owed. 

Whoo she was twenty yards from th~ Club ' s entraooe a blaok car 
swung into the curb, and the man se i zed her and tri ed to hurl her in to 
it . As she struggled and kicked, another man' s foo t steps rong out orr 
t he pava:i ent; then the Turk hit her viciously . 

Wilm she recov ered, she was lying ill th e ill,.l i t stree t vi th her 
head on a stranger ' s am . The man said that his name was Blake , 
ins is ted on seeing her home, listened to her story, agreed to invest­
iga t e th e atte:npts to IIJU1'der and abduct her , but refused to aooep t a 
f ee . As he lef t tho flat she kissed him, impulsively but shyly - end 
shut the door softly , knowing that she had fal l en in love with him . 
Sexton BJ.ska l.ookad though t fully a t th e cl osed door and Emiled . He 
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walked hooe ,d th a light step hucming ooftly to hi.':lself. 

So began the story of Saxton Blake, Detective, and Paula Dane, 
copy writer fo r an advertising "8"1loy , who becane his secretary at the 
end of the case because she wanted to help other people ; she wanted 
sd'fellture and excitement ; and me •'anted to be near Bla<=e. 

She has certainly had the d8ll8"1', adventure and excitement -
"real Pearl Vhi te stuff " as Tinker put it. 

Much of the danger cane in the ncmal course of her work as 
Bl ace •s secretary . She has faced death in many different lands at 
:>lake's s ide and t hough she must htv e been afraid, has not pannicked. 

She went with Bl.aka to visit a client in a sea cove one drux 
nigjlt , walking slJilhtly beltim Blake so that his bulk protected her 
hom the wind. They walked carefully , in the light of Blake ' s torch, 
al ong a narrow le<4;e on the cliff. The bushes bent and crackled , a 
dark shane loomed over them - and Blake ' s shoulder crashed into her 
back serili.ng her sprawling to safe ty on the path . Sbe saw Blake 1urn 
am sway - thoo th e l!l!ll who had rushed out at thm to push them over 
the cliff went past them, unable to stop - on and over, rith a des­
pairing scream, to the reeks below. 

Later that sa:ne ni€!1t Blake decided to return tx> London to 
visit a shady 1::4;11t Club. Paula was driving the car at a pleasant 
speed along the n.ad · lihEn Blake fiUllg himself over her, wre:iched the 
wheel from her hands, tlmled the car sideways anl drove through the 
hedge, as a blazing car broke through the opposite hedge to burn its­
salf out on the rcoo.! (Stairway to Hurder, S.B.L. No. 399) 

Sometimes Paula faced danger alone. In ' Murder Do.n Below', 
Blake asked her to visit all th e peopl e in the vill age who owned a 
typewriter. Paula bought the vicar ' s typewriter for £ 10 and began t o 
walk back to the Inn. The villag e idiot , sought by t.>ie police for 
murder, step;,ed into her path , sniled a vacant smile, anl walked 
slo wly towards her , Paula , too fri ghtened to run, swung the t ype­
.n.ter !ibove her head anl hurl ed it at him . "Never•, she said , •were 
ten potmds so unexpectedly well spent.• ("Murder Down Below" S.B. L. 
No. 397). 

llben th e suspects whom they had trailed across llirope to Mexico 
took separate paths and the trail was lo st in a maze of tracks made 
by men a'ld beas t s in a jungle clearing, Bld<e decided that Paula , 
Tinker and himself would have to try differoot paths too . The sw,­

pects muet be found , but as it was vitally important that they should 
not be alamed he warned 1hem ttiat ther a must be "no noise , no 
shout ~, no shots.• 

They crossed t he clearing , entered the pat hs and lost sighj_,E!_ 
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each other. Suddenly Blake stopped and looked up at a 911all patch of 
sky. Birds were wheeling upwards , turning swiftly, noi si ly. He b­
gan to run. The birds were wheeling over Paula ' s path. She was in 
danger! He forgot his order about noise and smashed his way through 
the brush tovarda the other trail. He came out on to tile path just in 
time to shoot a half - naked savage as be drove a curved knife d own to­
wards Paula. ("Tbe Naked Blade" S . !l.L. No. 409) 

In the "Silent V11>less", S.B .L. No. 375, Paula went for a walk in 
th e fields while Blake visi tad a house in a COlllltry vi11880, .l mis t 
rose suddenly bafor e she could return to the inn - a cold mist which 
swir l ed and eddied about her, blillding th e si@l:lt end muffling all 
sound. "Go away from Garford and tai<e Sexton Blake ri th you" barked 
a queer, cackling voice out of the greyness abou t twenty minut es lat er, 
Paula lifted her skirt and ran. 

Later in the oase she answered tho 'phone and was asked to meet 
a 11CC1811 who could give her infomation about the case , but not over the 
' phone - ~eople could listen-in on a country exchani;e - Paula must 
meet her at a certain spot in a nearby lane • 

.ls Paula walked through t he vill880 she tried t o thi.'lk ,mat 
clu es Blake had discovered - (be wouldn • t tel l her) - but she watched 
her surroundi.nj!s carefully, remenbering the inc i doo.t in the mist . 

She reached her rendezvous and stood in the middl e of the road, 
a slim figuxe plainly visible ageinst its moonli t surface. A r:L."le 
shot ' cracked' behind her, a bullet shrieked past her right ear , a.'1-
oth er past her left . Pail.a sank down in the road and put her heed in 
her hams . The cackling voice which hed disturbed the sil:ance of the 
mist yapped "a bullet to th e ri@l:lt! A bullet to the laft ! The next 
one will be fo und in the middle ! You see if it is not . " 

Paula has never bee,. the s too ge for Blake which the old writers 
made of Tinker. She hes alweys been a fully adult , intelligent com­
panion, able to keep pace with Blake I s Ol<l mental pro cesses - if she 
knows all the facts . 

Sane of her most dangerous moments have been caused by her deter 
minetion to find out for herself lChat was going on. Dw:I.Dg Blake I s 
absence, Oiiing t o injury , in the "Silent ':iiitne ss •, Paula spoke to 
Tinker by 'phone and was advised by that youne gentleman to stay where 
she wss and ' think' . Blake would not stey in hospitallong , said the 
one vho knew him best. 

Paule thought. The bl.sckmail le t ter s were canposed of words 
typed on various makes of typewri tors, British ani for ei g)l. The pel'­
oon who had out thEII! out and stuck them en to th e letter must have 
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received correspondence from abroad in th e course 01· his business. 
She !mew someone in the village who had an export business in London. 
Could he be the culprit? 

She caught the t ea-time train t o London and searched the office 
without te l ling Tinker what she intended to do • Blake had a fixed 
l'ule that all members of his staff must 'p hone the of fice before 
undertaking any mission alone so that they could be roscued if ,ny­
th:ing went wra,g. Paula wanted to test Mr own th eories without Mlp . 

She found the evidence she wanted ,md left London for Garford -
without r eporting to Tinker. She vas ·,aylaid at Garford by the sus­
pect , ,mo had seen her le ave his office , taken by car to his home • •• 
and saved from a particular ly unpleasant death by BlBke, sti ll very 
groggy from his injury. 

lite r 1hat experience Miss Paula Dene learned to defend herself , 
judo fashion, and began to manhandle th e manoondlers. She was 
abducted in a particularly atv:lacious fashion by two c,en md a gir l 
fl'OOI under Tinker's very nose when she was acting as his assistan t 
whils t Blake was abroad. Tinker tmced her ki dnappers to t hei r lair 
but was ambushed, interviewed by the gang and giVEn order about colling 
off all police action or el se - Pon.la would ruffer . Tinker, who bad 
no intmtion of ask:illg for polic e hel p talked quietly end cal"1l,y 
waiting for the mistake which would enable him to turn ti., tables , 
knowing that Paula would pl.ey her part nobly. She di d . 

One of the kidnappers moved up 1n her to lead her 1n the room 
prepared · for her "stey i.'l their care ." Paula grab bed his am, 
pivotted, end threw him fee t first at the gir l ,mo was hcldil'.lg a gun. 
They landed in a heap cf twi sted, 1'lail.ing limbs on 1he floc r. Paul.a 
dived for the gun 1n take them captive - Tinker dived fo r Paula, 
drn8ged her' out of the house to the car md headed for home and free­
dom; but once she was safe at home in her flat , however, he returned 
to the fray, cracked t he case single-ham.eel, and was told by Coutts, 
"This country is going to be just a little cl eane r, thanks to you.• 

Sometimes Paula experienced dimger because she didn't expect it 
tc, come in such public places . She allowed children to bury her in 
sand at a beach picnic , and two CIUrderous old hags piled more sand on 
her so that only her head rmsined unburied, and t his was covered 
with a towel . She owed lier life to 'Nnker ' s keen eye . He spotted th e 
towel , lifted it - and yell ed for Blake and Kirby . The three men 
' scrabb led like rabbits in ttio sand.' ("Murder in the Sun." S.B.L. 
Bo. 412) 

None of them 9JPect ed 1hat danger would strike in an expr ess tmin 
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whm B:lnke took his tw companions to Scotland , to investigate the 
soodm death of an old friend , He stood in the coITidor talking with 
Tinker while a drowsy Paula stayed in the compartment icUy watching 
another passenger twirling a silver pencil betl ·reen his fingers 
as he wrestled with a cross,rord puzzl e , It all seemed so in."locent and 
peaceful , Blake and 'i'inker r e turned to their seats and went to sleep 
to o . Blak e woke up as Paula opened the carriage door - and stepped 
out , The other passenge r was leaving the comparbnent with en evil 
grin an hi s fac e ! Blake was too busy dr agging Paula back to safety 
to stop him. 

He laft Paula in Tinker ' s care in F.dinburgh lihile he continued 
th e journey and Paula wmt to F.dinburgh Castle , walkillg with 11 set 
uhite face , not l ooking round , apparen tly unaware that Tinker was 
fo llowing her closely , alert am ready for M;f even tuality. Sha 
climbed to 1he smi -ciro.llar look-<>Ut of the cast l e ix>p, al'.ld then on 
to the parapet . The hoITified Tinker rushed forward to drag her 
down , am, strad d.ling the wall, clil18ing to the parape t with his 
lmees , seized her ams while she fought against him. Thm his hands 
were tom &\ralf from Paula by the man who had been in ttie railway 
carriage the n.i«ht befor e , 

Tink er pushed him away, but he forced his way back between 
them, Tinker had to let Paula go free , She straightened up oo. the 
will, ~ shouted m appeal to a crowd of tourists, elud ed t he 
Scotsmm •s clutch , and caught Paula again , sending her sliding down tc 
safe ty at a soldier ' s fe et . 

Even the the Scotsman tried to push her back inix> <l.aniler, but ti: 
soldier reached her fi r st. The Scotsnan attacked Tinker furiously . 
Tinker lost his balance and crashed inwards t o th e roof . The Scots­
men fell outward i."lto spa ce - t .o the road below, Paula .ms safe once 
more . 

Paula is not alw~ so helpless , however , In "The ?rightened 
People " (S. B.L . !lo, 418 ) i t was Tink er uho foll in tr tro uble and 
Paula ,ir.o saved the day by disarm ing t r.ree th ugs , saVlllg anoth er n:an, 
looking into 1he gang 's car and rescuing Tinker . As he said ix> 
Blake afterwards: "Real Pearl White Stuf f ," 

* * • * * * • * * 
Flash? The bigg est scoop in the history of Blakiana! 

Our Sleuth, Bill Lofts, has succeeded in obtainin g the au t hentic 
aut horship of every Sexton Blake Library from Number One (1st series 
year , 1915) . Mor e detai l s of this will appear later!! 
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!lo. 586 
No. '%7 
No. 588 
No, 58'3 
No. 590 
No. 591 
No. 592 
ilo . 593 
no. 594 
No. 595 
No. 596 
No. 5'!7 
lie . 598 
No, 599 
No. 600 
No. ro1 
No. (()2 
No, &:)3 
lie . 604 
No. (()5 
No. 6(); 
No. WT 
No, 608 
No, 609 
lie . 610 
}lo, 611 

IJNICII JACK TITLIB - YEAR 1915 (JA.IIUARY - JUNE) 
The Case of the lfissing Reservist (Pllllllller ) _________ M. Osborne 
The Millionaire Traitor (Pl ummer) .. . . ....... M, Osborne 
The Case of the Geman Colony... . .... G, H. Teed 
Private Tink er , R,A,S ,C, . ................... --------------·-------·-·-·Ji , M. Gre.}'don 
The Case of th e Concmtration Canp (Pl UI1111er) ........ 11, Osborne 
The Myst ery of the Banana Plantation (Rymer} .. ... G. H. Teed 
The Holding of the Kma Pass (Losely } ........ . ..... .. C. Hayter 
Plummer • s Dilecma (Pl UllllllBr } ....... _ .........................•.......... l-i, Osborne 
The Conistcn Dianonda (Council of El.even) ........... G. H, Teed 
~ull a the Horse Dealer ............ ·············--·······--·----------A· l•lurrey 
The Case of the Poison ed Telephone (Vu Ling) ...... G. H. Teed 
The Amy Contract Scandal (Yvonne} ........... ............ .. G, H, Teed 
The Great Ra-l>!ount Swindle -------------·--····-·----- .............................. . 
The Vengeance of the El.even (Counci l ) ..... ........ . . ..... G, H, Teed 
The Case of the .\81,nt ~m Austria (E. ~lai tland) .. M, Osborne 
An Officer am a Gentleman. .. . . v. M. Greydon 
The Case of the Canadiaz, Brothers .... . _______ ............ A. Murrey 
The £10 , 000 Insuran ce Case ..... A, Murrey 
The Case of the Tum.sh Bonds.. ...... . ..•. W. M, Gr aydon 
The Abbey Mystery (Losely) . . ... . . . ..... C. Hayte r 
The Case of the Nihilist ' s ~ter ............ ...•.............. ~1. Osborne 
The Quest of the Grey Pa.'\th er (Vu Ling) ... ... .......... G. H. Teed 
The Mob Leeder . ... .. .... . ........... __ .......... .... . .. A. Murrey 
The ~\ystery of the Mosque (Pl =e r ) ......... M, Osborne 
The Clue of the Khaki Cloth. ...... . .. A. Murr ay 
His Germen Broth er ......... . ............ .................. ..W. ~i . Gra,ydon 

( trumber 586 i s dated 2nd January , 1915 and l!umber 611 is dated 26th 
June , 1915, ) 
Ji2j&: !lumber 599, dated 3rd April, 1915, is the Easter Doubl e NIDDber. 

* .. * ...... * * 
* 

S. B. L. REVIOO - APRIL, 1959 

The Violen t Ones (lie. 427) ..... . ..,Pete r Samn 

This is the story of the heroism of a British agent in Cyprus 
during events imaediately pre ceden t to m e acceptance of t he te= 
wldoh have · now brougbt peace tx, tre s trlie-stricken i s l.and , I t i s the 
story , t oo, of how Sexton B1Bke1 wi th but a single ally 1 a Turk named 
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Salim Pasali, played a major part in smashing a conspiracy which would 
have mat erially added t o the terror and bl oodshed al.ready prevailj;ag 
there . In short, it is Blake verws F.oka , 1'hen, acceptillg the as~ ­
ment Craille has asked him to undertak e, the principal ~f Serlon Blake 
Investij;ations lands in Nicosia determined to :re8C1lB Peters, the missing 
agent and one of Craille's most valued men, and aid the Britis h Securi'tl 
Forces in their fight to prevmt more arms and ammuniti on getting into 
the terrorists lulnds . Craill e can offer littl e substance on which 
Blake can base plans fo r counter measures , The name of the t erro ri st 
l eader mentioned by Pet ers befo r e his dis appearan ce , and th e fact that 
a lar ge consignment of var weapons by which F.oka can continue their 
Clll:lpaign of death anddest ructi on is to be landed from a submarine of a 
nationality all too apparant someJdter e along th e cons t. Just where , 
only Pet er s knows, so it is imperative that Blake finds t lva missing 
agent before he is tortured by the t errorists into disclo sing th e nane 
of the mm he is wor king for - an admission which woul d sign his de ath 
warrant and foil all Blake ' s efforts to rescue him, 

Not a novel for the squeamish ; it ' s for:thri,, ht stuff , to ld in 
t he typical Saxonian manner vi th no frill s but thrills apl enty. 

Rating. . ...... Excellen t 

•• • 
Time f or Murder (No. 423L ....... J llJ:leS Stagg, 

The incidents in t his novel, which heralds the return of James 
Stagg after exactly s year ' s absence from t he pages of th e S. B.L ., 
takes place almost entire ly i n the Isl e of iligh t, moving into th e 
oothedral city of Winches t er, one- tim e capital of England in the days 
w~,n Alfred was King , only to stage the climax , which occurs wit hin 
the historic old court- ro om of Winchester Assiz es . 

Alan Heyes , a young doctor , is arrested in Sexton Blake ' s 
Berkeley Squar e office , cherged with th e murder by strangulation , of 
hi s sweetheart , Sbell ey Glanvi ll e, and sen t for trial. This and other 
murders , invo lving seve ral young peop l e who had r ecent ly g,rined re­
cogni ti on through having t heir names published in the loc al papers, 
coincid es vi th the escape from Parldrurst Prison of a particular ly 
dangerous convict. 

Blllke talces up the case , and th e story has all t he appea=ces 
of being no more thon an ave ragely good one until th e acti on moves out 
of the Isl e of Wight to t he Assizes at Winchester , and then in one o! 
the best described courtroom scene I have ever r ead in a Saxton Blake 
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novel, the murderer ia unmasked by Blake, following a demonstration 
by Tinker and Paula at the roquost of cowael for the def ence , when, 
in order to press llano a point in favour of th e accused, Tinker undel'­
takos the pl08S0Dt duty of kissing his chi ef's lovely secre tary - the 
ODly real kick be got out of a particularly tedious round of investi­
gations, :l.n which he and the girl had to undertake all the spade work. 

A pleasant novel ••• entertaining , with a particularly veil -told 
c].imax. 

Rat!.ng ........... . . ..... _ ... Very good 
YALTER YEBB 

....................................................................... 
GREmUARS CUP CC1.'IPE'l'ITIOli 1959 

RESULT 

In t.he manner same as last year, the four entries were r ece ived 
in sealed envelop es vith no ioarks of identification and lettered "A" 
for l'.idland , "B" for London, "C" for Merseyside and "D" for Northern 
a.'lll sent on thus to Bill Gander. It was suggested to him that ttie 
judges read the sto rie s relating to one school first, allotting points 
to each in order of merit and totalling the points at the completion 
of the judging. 

This method vss adopted and here is the result: -

~ 
Greyfriars .. .. 
St. Jim 1s .. 
Rookwood 
St. Frank's ....... 

Total Points 

A close finish indeed -

A .!! 
.. 15 20 

15 20. 
20 20 

.. 15 __ .... ..15 .. 

. . 65 75 

"B" London 
"D" llorthem .. 
•a." and "C" 

Q. ll. 
15 ...... 20 
20 .15 

.... .. 15 ...... 15 
·······---15 .. - . . ...... 20 

....... 65 70 

.. ...... 75 points 
. .. 70 points 

Midland. &: Merseyside . . 65 points 

Bill Gender COOIIlents "You vill notice th at eome of the "A" 
entries llOuld have run to more then four pages if they had been t-;ped 
on regular-size wer, instead of foolscrq> ai ze Emn .mare so if tbe 
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s tory had been broken up into paragraphs as Frank Richards would have 
done. But this last observation applies to at least some of t he ot her 
entri es . Perhaps fo= pa.;es vas not qui te enough space to allow? 

These remarks are quoted mainly to stress the importance of 
ke eping to the rules and for the guidanM of Mi dland and Merseyside 
Club s when th ey to draw up the rules of the Competi ti on for 1960 . 

As a point of interest , i t appears that the most difficult story 
to write was the St. Frank's one , cnly one club , the Northem , scoring 
full points here. " 

ll llllll llllHlliltlUN:11:llllltlllUIIIIIIIIIJtllilNNIIIIIIIIIIIIUl ltlllltl JIIM*I ' UII~ 

* ... 
* HAMILTONIANA 

............. .. .. .. ..... .. .. ~ ..... ~ .. , ...... , . ......... .. , ... h ....... -~ ..... , ... _, .... . .... .. .. .. .. .. 

COI!rpiled by !IDlB!l\T LID(IlIBY 

* *** * 

On Saturday, llarc h 7th, there appeared a most interesting 
lead er in "l'lle Times• with a headline "Billy's the Boy" . This i s not 
th e firs t time Bunt er , for of cour se he was the Billy referred to , has 
been th e subj ec t of a leader in "The Times". On this occasion I have 
an idea th a t it may have been inspiroo by O\ll' Midl and Club• s appearance 
on T.V. r ecently. For , on that occasion ,: one of the team was asked if 
he thought Bunter was mor e famous than the Fat Boy of Pic.lmick Papers . 
He re plied with an emphatic ' Yes •. Well as you '1i ll se e fl'OI!! the re­
production of th e l oader that its writer evidently agreed . 

I am indebted to Frll!lk Case for th e cut ting. Here it i s :-

"THE Tllfill" - llarch 7th, 1959 

"BILLY'S THE BOY" 

"It i s bett er fo r Britain ," declaroo an M. P. recently , "to have a 
few more Billy Bunters than the kind of hunger whic h was cmmod to 
many childr en before milk in schoo l s,• but l eaving out the more seri ous 
implication s of the remark , it may be doubted whether Billy himse lf 
1'0uld agre e . For Billy has achieved a fai:ie even greater than tha t of 
the oth er fat boy so of t en found asleep in tile page s of Pickwick Papers 
and , although not given to introsp ection and easily to be diverted 
from · any train of t hought by the s :4!)lt of the smal l est and stales t jam 
tart , he may well by this time have come to th e coneluaion that he is 
unique in the true sense of tha t must abused word , Earnest studen t s 
both at home and fro m overseas have not yet worked out the so oial. 
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status of Billy' s family, vbat income bracket it comes into and hov 
many secom cousins he bas - after th e manner of those who, after pro­
l onged res earch, declare that Holmes went to Canbridge and Wat eon was 
a b4!amls t. But Billy has long burst out of the modest medium lihich 
first contained bis acple form and has eto:;,med bis way into larger 
worlds and brigh te r lf8hts. 

Billy indeed, may ola1m to be the most fanous school boy in 
fiction . To be sure, t he fiction i s not oo any particularly high level 
and Bill y himse!I would hardly feel at home in The Oppidans , fo r in­
stance , but then , it is doubtful whether Greyf ri ars is repr esm ted at 
the Headmas ter s ' Conference . Billy , however, has th e great edvantage 
of seooing to l!P on far ever . He is, in that , at one with the engaging 
pupil s tha t gathered at Mrs. Hippo ' s knee to learn th eir alpha bet , 
Tiger Tim, Joey the Parrot alli the other ..,mbers of th e del ectab l e 
animal tribe who may, if the term be not to o stri ct ly interpr eted, 
count as schoolboys . 

There is always Tan Bro wn, of course, but Tom was created once 
and for all tim e, the hero of a book not a perpetual seri al sto ,:y. The 
picking of a first ele ven of scho~l novels is a fascinating occupati on 
and th e li sts of shrewd salectors would surely find a pl ace for The 
Beming of a Twig, The Loan of Youth, and The Lanchest er Tradition. But 
'Who remmbers the names of the characters or, where th e secom of thos e 
three is concerned, realizes that it i s possib l e t o di scern in th! ca p­
tain of cricket the formidable features of one who was des tin ed to l ead 
Ellglmd? The novel s of school lif e of Mr. P. G. Wodehouse fo rm a not 
unworthy or inconsid erable part of that l'lBSter ' s wor k , el t ~ the 
number capable of answering "Gethryn " in reply to t he question "who 
was t ho pref ect in The Prefect ' s Uncle?" i s pro bably not large . Hugh 
Walpo l e ' s J erer,zy has lllll!lY adl:drers, but, when it comes to univ ersal 
popula..-i ty , Billy i s lmdoubtedly t he boy. 

* * * * * 
oo •s BE CONTROVERSIAL 

(For a' change , Eri c Fayne tum s t he spotli€b t on co=ents made by t he 
famous, the not- so-fsnous , or even the inf ll!!ous .. He gives his own 
vi ews superfic ially. Lf you will wri te to him, expressing your 
opinions on any of the t opi cs he discusses, ho will 9.1Jmilllrise readers • 
vi ews in a future i ssue .) 
NO. 25. SCJIEBODY SAID (Fir s t opasm) 

"llll!T POOR FISH CHARLES l!AMILTON'S ROT'l'mS BECOr.E YmN '.IREY REFOR'!! 
THINK OF LEVLSON, WHLEY-LUMLEY, TALB<Yr, A.llD EVm BUIS'l'RODE AND 

( 

' 1 
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:aol.SOVER IIAJOR ! " ( Gerry AlliSCll - C .D. .Annual., 1958) 
l fancy the wri tor hod his tongue in his choelc when he wrot e tha t 

comment. l doubt whether he int ended us t o take it too seriouszy . 
Troe, l preferred Levison as th e clever yowig scamp, though l 

would not, at this stage, have willed th1ngs to be different fran what 
they were . The reformed Levison vas colourless in comparison ld th the 
character be was in earlier d!IYs, but he featured lat er in so many 
firs t-c lass ser ies that it would be ungenerous to regard him as a poor 
fish. 

Lumley- wm.ley, originally, vas too evil - an overdrawn chan1Cter­
but I found the stories of his refom, telling of his friendship with 
Grimes , the grocer ' s boy , altogether chan.w,g and full ot: promise . 

The premise was never fulfilled , for Lumley was lo st in th e ovel.'­
crowded aquarium . In that , Lumley vas certainly a sad fish . 

Talbot only reformed by abandoning his housebreaking proclivities , 
Less gl,,morcus as a schoolboy t.'lan as the "Tott" , he never beceme a poo, 
fish , trough ha was an unfortunate fish , in ihat his mw:icyr pas t oaught 
up wit h hiJn so ot:ten. But the serious ·Talbot , the oldest boy in th e 
Shell, vi th hie deep and loyal affection for Tan Merry - o friendship 
stronge r on his side than oo Tan• s , it is reasonab l e to beliOV<'; for 
Tan bad his om close pols - never disgraced the aquarium . 

J.s for Bulstrode and Bolsover Major, they figured so seldoo that 
it haroly mottered vhat sort of fish they were. Bulstrode faded out 
befo re Bob Cherry had his famous barring'"Out, which is quite a long 
time ago . If Bolsover ever reformed, l don ' t know in -.hat wey . He was 
alweys a poor fish frcm th e fir s t ti.me l mei hi.m. 

"1iF..AT A PITY 'lllE ' BOY' S FRlllID' VAS NOT PlJBLlSIED THE SAHE SIZE JS 
THE MAGN.:I' AND GEM!" (Frank liancock in a letter to Echoes) 

I can ' t really subscribe to that sentimEnt, though l only ll:nev 
the "Boy' s Friend" dur:ln& the Years of Con1uest - the Silver Years , 
and , of course, the golden years. l knew all its dravbacks . It bed 
to be folded to be carried , and, in conseq uence , deterioration begon 
os soon as you bought it; the aize made i t difficult to preserve, and 
so copies are scarce today; it vas erpensi ve to bind, and a bound 
volume is an ugly monster on necessarily ln,ee shelves of any bookcase . 

Yet its very s i ze and colour of its paper never varied ; they 
gave it individuality and character. Of i t s type , U stands alone 
amon& the Companion Papere . I , personally , would never have wished it 
to be any different hom vhet it wos. Like the giant comics of yester­
d!IY, a paper of the size of the Green 'Un has p83sed away for ever , but 
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it has left behind an evergroon a,mory of a serener age , vhm even 

periodicals hlld character, d:i¢ ty md charlll • 

• .. • WE MUST TAKE THE CUR!UllT Wlllll IT smm, OR LOSE OUR Vlll'rlJlID3 • •• • 
(Shakespeare) 

The March Nevs Letter of the London Club contains the following 

item : " 'llle Chai= spoke of the forthcoming T. V. rea ture in the BBC 
proi;ramne 1To-Ni8ht 1

• He said ttiat the onus hlld been passed to our 

worthy coll eag.;es of t he Midland Bimingham Club, as ihe telecast vas 

to be mainly Creyfriars plus plenty of \filliem George Bunter.• 
The underlinll:g is mine. If that item means vhat it seems to 

mean the inference i s that the London Club felt inadequate to take on 

the telecast - because the subject vas Creyfriars. If web is the 

case , I ""' a vee bit sad for l<>ndon. 
I congratulate the Midland Club fo r their initiative in taking 

over the c,atter and balding it so vell . I think it regretUlble that 

the BBC did not take steps to publicise the progra::me to those who 

vould obviously be interested . I missed it , because I had no idea 

that i t vas taking place . Probal:J.y maey others 'of our fraternity 

missed this treat, too , because nobody troubled to let thee know 

about it . 

That' s just hov I look at things l I o,,y be vrang ! 1lby not 
vri te to me and le t me have ;your views? 

* * * * * 
COl'l'ROYmSIAL ll: liOES 

No. 23. VAS THE MAGNET' S "MR. LAMB" SERilS A COl!PLETE SUCC:SS? 

RAY BRCMI vri tea : "I remember with affection the papers I first 

collected , and th ese were the Lamb series . I kept them all through 

the var years , reading and r&-reading them countless times , md , 
probably due to the length of the series , I alvays found something 

fresh in them. 
I had not the benefit of reading the earlier Courtfield Crocks­

= series, so the Lamb saga vas the one for me. As well as roo,em­

bering the series as a vhole , I recall brilliant individual yams such 

as tbe very first one vhere Vern~th meets Slim Jim in somewhat 

awkvard circmstances , and the one vhere Vibley imper sonat es :u-. 
Quelch . I havo chuckled over t his one many a time . 

Keep up Let ' s Be Controversial . I find it moat interesting . " 

ROCIB .rnil,."INS vrites : "I am intenisted in the vey in which you 

., 
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divide the 1-b aeries into tvo parts. I thinlc that this is quite a 

justifiable attitude , and I have al veys had a eoft spot for the last 

Magnet Chrl.s1a>as end, in particular , th e s o- in which Bunter shared 

Mr. Queloh's prison for a Yhile . 
Evoo so, I can never rid ,zyself of the feeling that it va.s an 

intermina bly l ong series . It my be that the shrink:ing siu d: the 

Magnet tanpted the 11.1thor to make up for lost space lengthening the 

span of the series itself. But, whatever the reason, it c:mmot stand 

oomparlson with the Courtf iald Cracksman series of 1929/YJ, despite 

the similarity in thanes . In the earli er series there were two aus­

pects, instead of the usual one, and th e plot developed so entertainingly 

vi th so many twi sts and turns that the reader wao never given a ohanoe 

to feel bored. In tlle t...b series th o identity of the orimina1 was so 
obvious :md the pl ot eo static that one soon beean to voooer bov long it 

would teko for t hin8s to work themselves out. And, of oourse , Vernon ­

Snii th in 1940 had l ost most of the elusive cha.no that he had possessed 

tm years earlier . ill io all, I have never been abl e to :rogard the 

La:nb series with much mthwliasm ." 

• • * • • • • • • 
'Im: U:1PLEASANT MAST5RS AT THE !UMILTCII SCHOOLS 

llY Roger M, Jenkins 

No, 3 - ¥.r. Horaco Rll.tcliff 

Odious as Mr. Selby vas , aoe oould fit,:! excuses for hie - his 

form was troublesome am hie heal th was poor. .And in addi ti.on thore 

were a fe v occasion vben t.'10 Third Fom master shoved some aiisnn of 

humanity . But Mr. Ratc l iff , th e detestable housemaster of t he Nev 

Houso at St. Ji.n ' s , vas never presmted in tho GEii! as enything but an 

unreasonable tyrant fI'OOl beginning t o end. He vas to a large exten t 

nothing but a cardboard fif!ure , over-dr:iwn and unbelievable . 

Despite thcs o dafects of chsr acte ri satio .n , however , thore voro 
many entertoining tales about Mr. Ratclif f. .b ear ly os the series 1n 

Nos. 28 - 32, vhen the school vas spending the aw:mer holiday s aboard 

the s. S. Condor , there vas a very readable accoun t of how his temporary 

heodcastership l ed to serious trouble vi th the boys . Fln-ther trouble 

occurred in No. 212 , th e first ~t sto ry in the G<D: Kerr 

touched Hr. Batcliffe ' s nose vitb a r ed- hot poker , and t he housemaster 

bad to go en holid&.y 1111 til it had ceased to look unsi&htly . 

There vere numerous othe r stories rele ting hov tile juniors psid 

out ~ir. Rstcill f fo r his severity. They vero al ways - continued page 103 



A 

B 2 

3 

D 4 

E 

F 7 8 
G 9 1G 11 

H 12 13 

J 15 16 

K 17 

L h9 

20 

., .;~ -~ 

18 .:!!:;?_ 

QUIZZLE NO. 5 
The letters in the numbered squares, if 
pl aced in sequence in the lower grid , 
will spell out a stout defender of St , 
Jim's . 

CLUE OOW: A. Cherry, Kebble and ten 
--iiior" e , make out man at the helm 

(7, 8) 

CLUE:3 ACROSS: 

A. Price i s his evil genius . 
B. Acoo:rding to Lowther, it answers 

"Why?" 
C • Manners Minor or Coker Minor. 
D. Do the Rookwood cricketers keep 

their bats her e? 
E. Jll.r. Quelch gives his blackboard a 

res t. 
N 21 22 ;:::;'~~ F. The Rio Kid ' s enemy, curtailed, 
l--+---+--+- ·l---+- -4--"-''-""=",,., provides t he sound of Mr. Selby's 
£.j_ ~.:?._ _ _._24·-'--'---'---'-- gown. 

G , Ro doubt it's heavy on the Court­
fi eld road . 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

8 

16 

24 

H. Melli sh - thoug h it sounds like 
Saker of the New House. 

I. Levison sounda sincere . 
J , Is it possib l e that Bcb makes her 

cry? 
K. The Modern pref ect has Bunter at heart . 
L. Lovell IIJ.nor, Iii th respect. 
H. These garments of Bunt er ' s are chequered . 
N. Gussy's honours were, in a Blue Gen. 
0 . Metaphori cally , ve liked the books of this better t han t hose of 

today. 

* * * 
Vri te on a pos tcard the wo:rds in tba lower grid and the answer to the 
Clue Down, 5/- for the first correct solution received by the Edi tor. 
10 poin t s to Club Branch, if any. 

* * * 

.\ 



RIBULT OF QUIZL..LE llO. 4 
Soluti on t o clue down - "The Rookwood !latch" Ridden words -

"The Isl.and in the River Sark" 
First correct oolution received from David Lancake , 104 Heath-

cote Road, Manchester 16, to ,mom 5/- has been sen t. 10 points 
earned fo r t he Northern Club. 

Totals - Northern 20 points, London 20 poin ts . 

* • • * * * * * * 
UNPLEASAKT MASTERS - continued from page 101 

=sing, but the housemas t er never seemed to be an understandable 
humm being in any of them, a.'¥1 none of them were among the first 
rate tales in -the c:.m. 

In additio n to being housemaster of the New !louse , }lr. Ratcl if f 
was also master of t he Fifth Fonn. The Fifth were smiors and were 
not supposed to be caned , much to th e annoyance of their form-master , 
but it is on r ecord that more than onoe he rapped Cutts' knuckl es with 
a pointe r. "Cutt s• feelings , when he had had his lmuckles rapped like 
a fag in the 3rd Fonn could not helve beon ot:prefl sed in wOl'da" eeid Ch. 
Hamil ton in Gem No. 856 . "But, Mr. Ratcliff cared nothing fo r his 
feelings. Indeed, having f.ound sol ace in r apping Cutts ' lmuckles, be 
had proceeded 1n rap St . Leger' s ond then Gibiore ' s . The Fifth Fonn 
had been on the verge of mutiny when cl asses f ortunately csme to an 
end . Since t hen Mr. Ratcliff had l unched, and ind.4;estion had 
followed . His no3e was red and his eyes had an unpl easan t g1i tt er 
in them. " This inimi t able pen-picture of Mr. Rat cliff is a perfe ct 
portrait in miniature . 

But if the Fifth were re l atively im!rune from th e wrat h of Hr. 
Ratcliff, the juniors in t he New Rouse fel t the full foroe of i t, and 
th e series in Nos. 586 - 589 pro vid es a full-length picture of t.>ie 
housemaster which is mere than adequate . Mr . Ratcliff's nephew 
llartho l omew arri voo at St . J:iJll Is and proceeded t o make himse lf ha ted 
and despi sed thro ug.cout the school by acting as tal e- bearer. Mr. 
Ratcliff' s desire to show every consideratio11 to hi e nephew provi ded 
a scum foundation upon which the sto ry could proceed, and there were 
a number of satisfying touches t hat helped to bring the bousE!llaSter 
to lif e now and again in this series. But , imat with ~lr . Ratclif'f ' s 
per sis t ent bad t emper on ttie one ha:ld and Bartholomew Rat cliff I s utter 
detestability on th e othe r hand, it was difficult to l'Ull8in convinced 
for any lengti 1 of t ime . 

It may be that here lies the real reason f or th e failure in 
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prcsenti:cg Mr. Ratcliff as a con"1.nc:lng characte r - i;he motiva tion for 
hi s actions was seldom as cl ear ly explauled as it was once or twic e in 
th e se ries about his nephe11. He was always bad tqer ed, and there 
were rarely any occa.sions when ~larti.n Clifford went out of his way to 
provid e any par ticular reason for this irritablene ss . Neverthele ss , 
Mr. Rat cliff did at times star in a first-rate story , like th e one in 
Gem llo. 858. A banknote for £ 10 was missing , and Mr. Ratcliff accused 
Cutt s , though in fact it had been hidden by Figgins , To Mr. Ratcliff ' s 
disma,'i, t he missing banknot e fell out of hi s Livy when he opened tha t 
book in t he Fifth Form classroom . 

"'I s t ha t the ten - pound note , Mr , Ratcliffe?" 
"Dear me! I t - it certa:inly appears so !" gasped :1r. Ratcliff , 

ut terly taken aback and confounded by thi s unexpected happening . 
"You accused me of stealing it, It was in your Livy all tho 

ti.me, You put it t.'1ere and forgot . And you accused mel" 
"I - I - I -" Mr, Rat cliff spluttered , 
''Apologise !" snapped Cutt s . 
"What - what?" 
"I dem.and an apology !" 
"You insol ent rascal , si t down!" shouted Mr. Ratcliff , 
Cutts did not sit down, He stamped across to t he door. . , 
"Where are you going , Cutts?" 
"I ' m going to f etch the Bend!" 
"I command you - " roared Mr, Ratcliff. 
Cutts did not heed , He strode out of th e Form-room, le aving 

the Fifth in an excited buzz, and Nr , Ratcliff in a st ate of utter 
dismay and a,prehensio n, 1 

lleedless to say , Cutts got his apology - befor e the wbolo school , 
It i s only f air to r ecord that !(r , Ratclif f was not wholly t o bl eme, 
and Cutts ,roo far fran being t he in j ur ed i.•1Mcent in th e sto ry. Par­
heps it was so successful simply because it was a sto ry wi t bout a 
hero , and because Mr. Ratcliff 1 s unpleasantness was kept within 
r easonable bounds, This ;re:,, have been t he key to the pro per use of 
fir . ilat cliff as a char act er , but if so it was discovered too l ate in 
the history of the Gem for it to have been of EJIJY use . At ell events , 
to the collecto r Borsce Ratcliff appears for the :nost part to be a 
strange fl aw in the St , Jim 1 s diamond, a case of extreme character­
isa tion in ldlat is the most restrained of all Charles Hamil ton 1 s 
school s . It is a stra.n&e mystery - and one which seems to defy all 
att E!llpt s at solving i t , ..... ... 
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LO:'!DON Si'X:TIOH, Thanks to Len Pac..":man and Ben Litvak, there was one 
of the beet sales and exchanges we have b,id for a considerable t ime 
at t he llw,e Rouse meeting on Sunday , !'.arch 15th . Even Al.an Stewart 
tumed up with somethil'.g to sell , and the disp l ay of "l!Bgnet s , "Gema", 
"Holidey Annuals " , "Cl=" volumes eto ., was good to see , Hosts Len 
and Josie Paclansn saw to _it that we had an enjoyable time and wi th 
Frank Vernon-Ley back in the chair , after his recent bout of ' flu , i t 
,ma a very happy gathering . One of the ~~ts was Don llebster • s 
impromptu subject for discussion , "Improbable or Impossible" . This 
proved to be very enjoyable as was Eric Fa;ne' s G:reyfriare Cup effort . 
J:iJIIJly Iraldi ' s "Desert Island Books" and comments went d O'.m well end 
caused happy laughter . Another castaway to give bis choice was Flrio 
Lnll:rellce, unf ortunately unable to be present. The best wishes of all 
present go out to Eric for a speedy recover ; and that he had all bis 
"Desert Island Books" available for reading during his indisposi tim . 

other items enjoyed were quizzes , talks and discus sions pl us a 
good food dispensed expertly by Josie and Eleano r Packman. Fi ve weeks 
to wait for another vi si t to Bob and Laura Blythe at 2 , Oxford Pl ace , 
Press Road, Neasden , London, N.i/. 10. , on Sundcy , AprU 19th , Kindly 
l et Bob know if you are intendilig to be present. Time for call over 
so hOl!le we all went well pleased with our Hume House vi:,it , 

UIICLE BEliJAMIN 

l!ORTHER!l SEX:TIO?! HEID'ING1 :-!ARCH 14th . 1959, Another NC'rt.'1em " Star" 
has arise,, to wit , Geoffrey l/ilde ! lie do find ' em in th e north . At 
t his meeting he took for his subjec t - Claude Hoskins . How could h e 
build up a full length talk on such a "l esser light " of Greyfriars? 
you might say, "Ah well !" you should ila,ebeard Geoffrey Wilde . I t 
was real top o' th e bi ll stuff ; a sur e smash hit. Frequently he 
h'ld t o pause in his remarks to allow the laughter of bis l isteners 
to subside, What' s mor e , he f ini shed on a ~h note with some 
delicious l!!U.Sical a accompaniment s . Yes, indeed a Ver'/ successful 
debut before another gratifying at tendance among idiom we 1,-,,re pleased 
to see David Lancake again. Geoffrey also ?J.t on a deuc e of a Quiz . 
Bill llilliamoon and Gerald Allison tied for first place . A toss of a 
coin added to Bill ' s collection of prizes. Next meeting , April 11th 
the Annual General Meeting. There ' s no need to say it ' s importan t . 

JIDIBmT Ul'.:XllIBY, Northam Sec tion Correspondent 
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MIDLAND o,B.B.C. l'!EETING HELD 2)rd FEBRUARY, 1959. Ther e was a truly 
festive atmosphere at this meeting. Tom md Bery l had previously 
~romised us another "Stuey f eed" - but when the rest of us turned up 
( there were nino besides Tom am Beryl ) we ru:d a very pleasant aurp ri oe. 
They announced the ir engagement . Just as we wished t hem all t he best 
so will, I an sure, all t ooi r numerous friends in the other three 
Clubs . Tc add to this pleasure we also were able to welcome two new 
member s . Mr. Bradbury and Mr. Bond, both of Birminghan . 1'1.'0 very 
valuable acquis it ions tc too Club, in particular , l!r . Bradbury liho is 
n fervid !lei oon Lee fen and had by the way, given t o th o Club library 
th r ee hundred Nelson Lee Librari es . Norman did not detract from the 
happy note of this particular l!lOOting by introducing ru, his contribution 
to th e night ' s progranma a talk on what is generally 1.,i orod sanewhat , 
in our circle, 1'1,gland' s particular natio nal hero or at sny rat e , one 
of them - Robin Hood of Sherwood Forost. AB he said he had dealt · at 
some length on America I s own particular favour:!. te Buffalo Bi ll in 
previous progranmes and he thought it was time we heard about our own 
Robin Hood. We ware enthralled to see disp!ayed a repre sen tative 
number of th e ol d "Al.dine" Robin r.oods datin;; from 191} to 1924. We 
all enjoyed this item of Noman ' s snd as wi th hi s other oontributions, 
asked for mora in a future progr0111De. Then followed the food lihich 
in c luded o toas t of congratulations t o Tom and Boryl given by George 
and endorsed by all the rest. There was no air e items , we had comm­
enced the night vi th a quiz set by Tom and subsequently won jointly 
by treasurer and secretary, the night finished on a very friendl,v note 
with a free f or all chat in which our new member, fir . Bradbury m ­
~tonod us on his first enoountar vi th old boys books and his part,... 
icular preforonce tc Neloon Loo. W. H. BROOTER. 

(Yes, I em sure all mE1Dbers will want to join in, and congratulate 
t hose t\/0 stalwarts of Midland on their engegemont. H.L.) 

~:msE!SIDE s;x:TION NEE:rING - Bth MARCH. As :'rank Case reciarked at 
10 p .m. ("What a grmd meeting , th e t ime hes simply flown over!" 
Which jus t about SUl!lllled up the f eelillgs of all those pres ent : Don 
Webster, Frank Cru,e, Jim Walsh, Bill Windsor , !lorman Pragn oll, George 
Riley , Eric Coldwell, Bill Greenwood and Fronk Unwin. Apologies were 
received f'rro Bill Horton and Cec liard:ingham. We opened with anothe r 
"brsin - searchiIJg" and educative Classics Quiz, antitled "Red, \ihite 
and Bl ack ", which tested members knowledge of the classic s to the 
l imit , and won ogain by those two "savants •, Frank Caso and Jim Walsh, 
who cace first and aecood re spectively , with George Riley a useful 
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third. Then we enjoyed the now customary debate: "That Charles 
Dickens spoilt bis novel s by (a) introducing far too many characters 
and (b) grossly ov~xaggerati.ng his main characters .• llall an hour 
was allocated for this , but ,:e could easily have gone on all evening: 
it was all very stimulating , 

l!oman Prganell provided a ra t her nove l and entertaining quiz with 
a bias on modern li terature , and which was ably won by Geor ge Riley , 
with Don and Frank Case joint l y second, and Bill Windsor third. We 
were then entertained by the "Desert Island Bool-.s" choices of Frank 
Caso, Don and Nonnen , and th e ree ting ended with a very hilarious 
f e'1 minut es durinP; which Jim Walsh end Eri c Coldwell end Bill Windsor 
discussed their "Pot Aver sions in the Old Boys' Books . • 

The next oeeting is on Sunday, 12th .April , at 6. 30 p .m. We hope 
to have Herbert Leckenby with us at the !lay meeting . Good sbowl 

FRAllK UNWIN 

THE GOW:&! HOURS CLUB. A good attendance at the new clubroaoa on 
Friday, 1}th Marc h proved t hat the date hndn 1t put a jinx on the Club . 
In fact it had wor ked in reverse as we had the pl easure of welcoming 
anot har new member, fir . Arthur Crooker of Merryl ends , Sydney , a 
staunch Hamil ton fnn . Syd 51,yth, as Che.irmen, fo=Uy opened t he 
meeting a t 6 p .m., oft er th e members had enjoyed a very pl easan t hal.f ­
hour of infonnal chntter , inspecting some very inter esting books Bi ll 
Hall had brought pJ.ong . After a bundl e of Magnet s had been divi ded 
equally between meobers , correspondenc e wv.s reed by the Secretary - a 
l et t er f ran Harry Broster aroused much interest as it gave details of 
the llidland Clu b ' s appearance on T.V. - Arnold Keena then onnounced 
tha t he had receiv ed en offer from a cocmarcial T. V. station fo r an 
appearance of cl ub member s on a book progrllllllle . Vhm it was decided 
to aocep t thi s opportunity for publi c ity, Stan Nicholl s and Bill Hall 
were selected by popular vote as the ideal repres entatives fo r this 
type of show, Gre etings to th e club members from BilJ. Gander in 
Canada were th en conveyed bY th e Secretary . 

The members then settled down to be entertain ed by Arnold Keena 
as he discoursed on his favourite topic "The History of Comics• 
assisted by 0'1 =i.ng list of statistics suppl ied by that walking 
quiz nns t er , Bill Lofts . Arnold had brought along a ·..oroerful sele ­
ectio n of papers to illustr ate hi s lecture and the se were passed around 
for th e cambers to enjoy whilst he was speaking. Vhm too clook struck 
eigh t it wc.s with r eluc t ance that the ....,b ars rotumed fro m the m ­
chanted l and conj ured up by Arnold • s happy little discourse and made 
the ir way into the rnmdane worl d again . BmE PATE - Hon. Secretary 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD, Nostew , 328 Stockton Lone, York . 

Phom,: 25795 

* * * * * 
Another long l etter this month from t he ind efa ti goble Eill 

Lof ts throws mor e light on the n,;'Stery of Charles Wentwort h , author 
of tho "interim" Blue Crusader sto ri es . Bill writes tha t the yams 
in questio n were old onea, re-written by someone on the editorial 
staff , "beli eved to be Alfred Edgar , who was then edito r of th e new 
size Boys' Real.t1. 11 

Bill ' s inform atio n is that Brooks was at l oggerhe:ids with Edgar 
concerning t he poli cy of the Nelso n Leo Library which Eagar had t clcen 
over from He.rol d Hay i!l 1928 , making chmlges which 3r oo;:s did not like. 

3roo :Cs further prote sted a,,oninst his St . Fr a.'lk 1 s choracters 
being used with t he Blue Crusader storie s which "to my mind was a 
li ttle unjuet . It had been decided t o llMl gamat e t he st!8ll Boys' 
Renlm into the llelson Lee Library, end what more could an editor do to 
boost the Nelson Lee Library than by having the lovab le St . Fr onk' • 
chllrac te rs with the Blue Crusader s for e short whil e to enabl e readers 
t o saupl e their adventures? " 

llhat ever the differences of opinion , t here were obviously too 
side s to t he question , and as Bill points out, Edgar vas the editor and 
should dictote policy . Ma,y hed giv en Brooks a pretty free hand , but 
Bill sugges t s that in fac t sales were declini!lg before Edgar took over , 
and not only when, ea has been suggested , he succeeded May. Anyway , 
after about 18 months , Jim:Dy Cauldwell took over from Edgar. 

Edgar, of course, was a prolific writer, e..'ld is "ell -known in 
th o t heatre as Barre Lyndon, autho r of the Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse, 
end of ' L' for Leather (a play about one of Edgar ' s favourite subjects , 
motor cycle ra cing) . Lyndon is now in Hollywood; meybe Bill Loft s 
will have better l uck in contacting him than I have had , desp i te 
several attoopts. llhat about i t Bill? 

* * * 
jnd now, an intere sting article fror:, ne,:oomer to our circle, 

Tony Glynn, of Manchester . Glad to have you "1.th us Tony. 

HOV I DISCOVn>.ED 'WE "!l .L.L." 
Jly Tony Glynn 
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I "onder if I am something of a curiosity among Nelson Lee 
enthusiasts. 

Unlike most collectors vho knov the "N .L.L." from the days when 
they bought it week by week, I li ved through my boyhood at a time when 
the library ·.:as already a thing of t he past - I waa ~ four years of 
age whm it ceased in 1933. Nevertheless , the "N.L . L. " is part of my 
boyhood and a very pleasant part , too . 

It happened this way: 
I was born in November, 1929, and my generation was the laat to 

know tbe '%,gnet " and "Gem" vhile they were s till li Ying anti ties . My 
parents frowned on wrurt were gm erally tenned "blood s", but they !mew 
the !•!agnet a."ld Gan from their own days and I was more or less encouraged 
to r ead them. The "Magnet • was my favourite end I read it weekl;y throug 
most of 1959 up until it ceased to be in 1940. Thus, I formed a 
tre:iendous mthusiasm for the kiid of schoolboy literature served up 
by Fra'lk Richards. In the paper shortage days of the war, I 100€00 for 
fiction of t hat kind in vsin. 

I distinctly remember my very first encmmte r with Nel son Lee and 
the boys of St. Frank ' s . This was in 1941 when I discovered on old 
number of the "Schoolboys Own Library " in a schoo l desk I occupied when 
my class changoo. rooms. Tho story concerned the boys of St . Frank's on 
a caravan holiday; men,y years later , I ,,as to discover i t waa a re­
print of a series which appeared in the "N.L.L.• in 1923, but I had neve 
heard of the " N .L.L." et that time . 

SoL1e unknown benefactor had left exactly the kinl of story I 
enjo yed ins ide th e des!: and I devoured it , longing fo r more when I'd 
r ead it . 

But th ere was no more to be had . This was the time of th e war­
time blight on juvenile r eeding matt er end th e "School boys 0-.m Lib r ary" 
like the "!,agnet " and "Gem" bel onged to a more peacei'Ul and ordered 
time . 

Then , I disco vered t he "N . L.L. " - several copies , publi shed before 
I was bom ! 

This was about th e winter of 1942 and I '1as at a secondary school 
by that title. Life for a schoolboy of 13 in ,artime :Ehglend was not 
too bad - i t was the era of "Spam", the cst<:J;.phrases of "ITHA" end 
the bl ack-out. There was a t ight austerity to which we' d all grown 
accustomed . ~ly main grouse was the lack of reading matter of the kinl 
I sough t. 

That wint er, I went into a second -hand magazine shop vhere I used 
to bey comic papers and, while browsin,; there , my attention wna caugh t 
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by a little heap of magazine s of small format. The cover illu strations 
were sufficient to tell ury they contained school stories and I wes on 
them l ike a shot. The r ed title l et tering seid: "The Neloon 'Lee 
Library'' , awaking lilElllori es of the isolated.copy of the "Schoolboy' s 
o...n Library" I bed found earlier . 

I forgot how much the shopkeeper charged for those hitherto 
unJmown papers , but I bought as many es I could afford at t he tilile; 
then went back for the remainder of the stock wh<n I had more spending 
ooney. I ruppose there were about a dozen in all. They were dated 

1927, 1928 and 1929. 
Never shall I forget the first of those "N .L.L. • sto rie s I ever 

read ('t hough I do not have i t in ury present collection); it was 
vint age 1927 and concerned a grea t flood at St. Fra.'lk1 s . It was t he 
opening . of a series on thi s t heo:ie and I distinctly remember a sce:le 
in ,·hich the boys were stranded on a roof - can 111yone supply me with 
th e number of thi s 1927 series? - I l onged to read the rest of t he 
sequenc e , but only had the opening yam . 

Some of those happily discovered s tories were in sequence , how­
ever. Among them were the 1928 numbers : "The St. Frank's Ice 
Cerni.val •, "llar,df'orth the Detecti ve" and "The Mystery of :l:leemore 
Manor'', as t1ell as the Chrisianas series of 1928 and some of t he 
Australian cricket series of 1929 . In addition, there was th e 1929 
b&lk holid ay number in which Hand.forth became smi ttm by a pretty girl 
who pic ked his pocket at Lords (number of this one, please, you know­
l edgable folk, I' m still seeking i t ) ; and en is olated mi::,ber concern ­
ing the r etum to St, Frenk 1 s of the sacked Forrest, This, I think, 
was dated 1929 end I should be happy to know the nucber s of t he scrieo. 

Such were th e first "N.1. 1." stories I ever r ead and, although 
it bed then been defun ct for more than a decade , the "N .1.1." became 
a treasure.d part of ury schooldays . I liked !!andforth and Co., far 
ciore than the ramous t'ive. Archie wes one of i:iy favourites and I even 
took to Irene ond her friends al th ough I was critical of girls in 
boys• stories at that time. 

The pace of E. S. Brooks ' writing always held me 1md, now that I 
have r eached a ,,,,,,., di scernme see I can see that his steady contro l 
of narrative had 111Uch t ·, do with t he appeal of hi s wor k : 

Time and agai n, during those wartim e boyhood days , I read the 
sto ri es in those few magazines ,nd l onged for more in vain - I I d never 
heard of dealers. Eventually , I gave them away to a school friend 
and wes never to see a copy of the "N .1 .1. • again 1U1til I was a grown 
man, But I never forgot !lipper , l!andforth, Church and i•lcClure and the 
r est . 
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In the S\Dll8I' of 1949, I wes a 19 years old axmy oorpora1 . I was 
about t o spm d a weekend on duty , a cushy enou81> numbor bllt r a th or 
bo~ sinc e i t entailed s pending a whole weekend i.n 3 9IMll office , Mi 
I ssk ed a follo w N . C .O. :!£ be had anythillg I migh t borrow to read while 
on duty . He gmerou.sly ca:oo up with n newly published book he ' d just 
bought . It vas E. S. Tumor ' s " Boys vill be Boys "! 

.l wole veekecd of reading this avi~ avoke my interest in boys ' 
books - OJ1!l brought back memories of the "N .L .L . • Then and there , 

I deteminod that , once I was settled in ci vil1.an life , I would beoome 
a collect or . 

I """ 22 before this vas possib le end , al though no longer a boy , 
found a great a::ount of enjoyr:,ent in l!l8..ldng tho acquain tonoe of St . 
Frcnk: 1 s and its boys again . I vas ab l e to ro-d.i scover scm, of th ose 
numbers I firs t found in the bookshop during the war ani aoma of the 
earlie r " lo s t civili sa tion" ynrn.s of the I w ont:l.es . 

I like to think it would have pleased F.dwy Searles Brooks had he 
knom , lihen he wrote th ose yams I doscoverod 1n 1942, that th~ would 
bring pl ea.sure to a boy not yet born in drab hours of a i'\11'.lre war -
ar.d !!lake him 11 St . Fr ank ' s enthusias t l ong afterwards ! 

• ... ............... ... 
* 

FOR EXCHANGE: Penny Green Po~ No. 1; Boys Friend Lillrary (3d . ) 
Nos. 23 , 28, 353; Neleon Lee ld.) Nos. 22 end 29 (1,\u . ) 212, 258, 
262 , 263, 281), 290 ; Id. Nugget Ho. 279 ; s. o.L. No. 166 (ZI.iaa ll= bor) 
94, 95, 97; Schoolgirls Olm Allnunl (1924) ; Magnet llo. H , .:i:ias 
Double No. 513 . Also some odds - all good condi tio n . 
Def inite off ors gi. ven . pr efe rence , 
23 liOmrTJOY, BRIDPORT, OORSEI'. 

W!ll'l'ED: Scxtcn Blake Librari es - 1st series 11, 17, 37, 41 , 105 , 109 , 
111, 197 , 198, 201, 202. 2nd serie s 102 , 111, 213 , 236, 243, m , 293, 
296, 306, 422 , 474 , 496 , 520, 687 . Boys Frieoo. Libs . 3d , l at seri es 
10 , 68, 102 , 105, 107 , 165, 229, 246, 669. 2nd series 393, 396 . 
Union Jacks SEii, 1041 , 1064, 1098, 1179 , 1180. 
MRS. JOOIE PAOC,.A!i, 27 ARC!!I>All! ROAD, EAST I>UlllICR, LOODON, S. E. 22. 
]Wm : s . 0.1. No. 58 . 
'lU-1 PORTm, OLD FIELDS, CRADLE'! HFJ.Tll, STAFFS. 
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BUNTm ~ OF BOUNre by FlUNK RICIW!lB 
Review by Jack Vood 

Tho latest in the Bunter series , number 24 on the dust jacket, 1., 
a pleasant story stroogly 1'lllliniscent of the f,..oue Popper Island 
barrin;l'-out series in the J!agnat 001110 yeaxs ago. This time, llunter 
after being det<Wled for aating in class baa a cake confiscated by 
"Heney". He recovers it in his inimitable style , only to find thet 
Fisey baa al so visited Mr. Quelch'• study to recover his famous 
"leetle account book" and , in the process, Uj>-<Dded Quelch on hie OIII 

stlxly carpet. 
Fuiter, of oourse, cannot avoid the tECptation to boast of an 

exploit with whicl i he is wrongly oredited, and , equally naturally, doe, 
eo in the hearing of an irate Quelch. Bunter• s escapades to avoid the 
inevitable flogging until the right mon is caught by Smithy ani the 
Fllll!Ous Five cake mjoyable reading as allra'JS, and the welco me Chapman 
illustrations add to the attractions of another pleasant work from the 
Master. But wrely, Dr. Locke would not have drawers on tha wrong aid, 
of his desk - or are they merely o:m,m,antations? 

Dear Sir, 

* * * • • 
LE'l'l'ER BOX OF INT!RmT TO Gll!lTES 

320 Blue Bell Hill 8""d, 
'l'horneywood, 

Nottingham. 

I was interested in the interview with your club on "'l'oni8b1:", 
th e other week. I noted that both the "Magnet" end "Gem• were 
mentiwed. I hav e several volumes of th e "Gan" dating fran 19(6 to 
1912. Do you know of anyone who would be interested in these . I 
enclose a s tamped envelope for your r eply, if ;i,:,u would be so k:lnd. 

Yours sincere ly, 

(MRS) M. 6. BIWlY. 
(I asked Mrs. Brady for more det.dls am in reply she said 

volumes are as follows - Vol. 2 27-48 (1907-8) Vol. 4 27-'}3 (1900 -9) 
Vol. 5 6C - 88 ( 1909) Vol. 7 134-187 (1910-11) Vol. 8 188-2 41 (1911- 12) 

They have no covers ood unfortunately Vols. 2 end 4 have the 
f!ret page or so missing. Vol. 2, of course, will be id. numbers. 
Anyway, lira. Brady will bo grateful for offers. B. L.) 

Yorl< Dupllcat:u,g Servioee , 12a The Shambles, Yorlt, Ellglind . 


