


BILL MARTIN 
93 HILLSIDE : LOODON, N.11.10 

C/.S-d WITH ORDER 

This month's Bumper Bundle of 
old boys books ccntains "Marvels" 
"Boys• Friend ·weekly" "Boys• 
Friend' Lib>'8l'ies" Aldine 
Diarond Library, ccmplete 
coloured "Sensational" Libraries , 
Schoolboy's o...n Libraries, 82 
copies - all different . £6 2 6 

Magnets - complete set 14S' -
1497. Loder's Convict Cousin 

1s/6 , 
1-~.~~~~--~~~~~~ 

Magnets - complete set . Xmas 
serie s . Valentine Compton 

WORLD FMlOUS FOR OLD llOYS BO<l(S 

Phone: EU:ar 3230 
Cables : SUPmB USED, LOtID'.)N 

POOT;.GE £XTR.\ 

Magnets 1191 - 1P94. The rare I 
complete series Mystery of 
Cavandal e J.bbey. 30/-

Magnets - complete set 1195 --=--1 
1203 i;e,: Boy comes to Grey­
friars . Tatters of the Remove . 

fl:J/-
Megnets - complete set 1247 -
1254, Flip of the Second Form, 
A new Boy Runs Foul of New Fom 
Master. 45/-

The Schoolboy Smuggler, 14~ 
1503, 40/- __j 

Magnets - compl ete set 12,i,--::-
1307. Jimmy Valentine seri es 
ilias James The Penman. One of 
the best series ever wri ttcn . 

57/6 

I 
Magnets - complete set. 1510 -
1515. The 'lllckshop Rebellion 

18/ - 1'.egnets - complete set 1589 -
1598. Han-y lo'barton and Co. 

I Magnets - complete set 1615 - in the South Seas with Lord 
1625. Crocker ol d Boy Boot Mauloverer . 3o/-

l 
Repair er . 29/- · ·-1 50 diff ermt ~~ ets bet.,eon 
}lagnets - complete set , 1599 - 1136 - 1670. £:{ 19 O 

1

1608 Gilbert Tracy ~1 to get 
chucked out of Greyfriars . 35/- ' l,merican Scienc e Fiction 

Magazines . 1928 - 1934. 
I l.:ler i can Film Magazines. 1920 - 40/- per 12 . i 1936 _ 24/- per dozen. 

Coll ecto rs • Diges t 
Annuals . years 1949, 1950, 
1951, 1952. ill one price 

10/ - each , 

Bound vol ume Gems. 26 
copies. Mint oondition . 

£4 4 0 

Parcel of Modern Books. Cost 
pric e £5 , to clear f2, 
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12! The Shambl es , Yori<. 

• • * 

Jrom the [ ditor' s 

DIGEST-
Price 1 e. 6d. 

e hair 
DEATH OF OUR OLDf.ST }!EMBER. I deeply regret to snnounce the death 

on July 9th, of our oldest member, Arthur W. Lawson. He was aeed 
about 90 . A litt l e tribute to him by Bill Lofts , who knew hiJn well, 

appears on another paee . 
Arthur Lawson, so far as we are concerned , was the last of th e 

Victorians , Md bad a vast collection of the "bl oods" of 1hat er a . 

He 81llUSed me once when he said he did not f ind the C.D. very interest­

:ini; because i t dealt nth all that tlOdeI".1 stuff - like Jack , Sam and 

Pete ! 
Many of you ,dll remember that delightful picture of him and 

sooe of our teenage m..,.bers of the time which appeared in th e famous 

' Leader' article several years 8€0· 

• * * * .. 
THE A.)~:UAL. All goes well , One b:18 evmt since I last wrote yuu 

has been the arrival of Eric Fayne ' s contribution entitled "Tom Merry 

Cavalcade " - A Game with Time. It is quite off the be3ten track , yet 

every bit as good as anything Eric has ever dona before ; and that ' s 

saying sometb:ini;. It arrived one morning whilst I was at 'bre ald'as t 

and I got oo engrossed in it that I had to t:ISke a fresh brewing of 

t ea. Honestly , i t' s a delightf ul bl ending of fact Md fiction ; a 

reelly clever idea . It ' s - no I von •t say any more except to sey you 

are in for a trea t for th e Chris1mas fir~side . 
Charles Churchill has also co.., along with on article on t he 
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St, Frank's Mnater s which will int erest all Lee fans, end Dan Webste r 
wei8ha in with one of his slic k little pieces , this time "New Kid!" 

There I s one thing about which I am not so happ y. So far I have 
rec eived very fw adverts , Advert s are imperat1 ve to make it a 
success . So you'll sond soioo along IIOI11t you? 

Just one li t t l e point - when making out your Questi onnai re Fonns 
pl ease gi ve your ful l Q!lris ti an =es ra t her than initials. 

Yours sincerely, 

HmBmT r.mmlBY 
UIIIUN• l lllll lt llllll ll lt l U l ll ltl lt lUMIIIII I UlllltlN IUlfW UHUNHIIIIIIII 

WANTED: THE POPULAR Nos. 109, 110, 114 , 117-135, 137-145, 147- 163, 
165,1 66, 16~17 1, 174-184, 186-188, 190, 191, 193-201, 203-205, 2ITT-
213, 217- 229, 231, 233-157, 310, 311, 313, 314, 317-323, 325-343, 
345-350, 352- 361, ,64, 370 , Y/2, 373, 380-398, 404, 406, 411-419, 424-
431,439, 449, 451, 452, 454-456, 459-488, 499, 500, 518, 530, 538, 541-
545, 547- 551, 55&-558, 560-566, 568, 571, 572, 577, 578, 581, 591, 5~ 
599. s.o.Ls 60, 68. G~lS 16, 37, 359, 364, 433 
DR. ROBFRT WIJ.SON, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, N. 

lo/ - EACH OFFIBED Fffi TH3 FOLLCM.ING l'.AG!lEl'S IN GOCD CC:trl)ITIOJ!: 510, 
530, 995, 1004, 1013, 1015, 1024, 1027, 1028, 1129. 
RCX:ll\ Jll lKINS, "THE FIRS", EASrll\11 ROAD, HAVA!IT, HANTS. 

!!!!!:!E1.: Sexton Blake Libr ary. 1st Seri es : 11, 17, 37; 41, 105, 109, 
111, 198, 201, 2191 2nd Seri es : 293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 5201 
667; Boys' Fri end Librar-;. 1st Seri es: 10, 66, 102, 105, 107, 165, 
229, 246, 669; 2nd Seri es: 396. Union Jacks: 689, 690, 691, 693, 
695, 702, 703, 704, 711, 717, 721, 725, 727, 732, 733, 736, 740, 743, 
745, 746, 749, 751, 752, 1041, 1064, 1098, 1388, 1390. 
MRS. J . PAC'iJWl , 27 ARCl!DALE ROAD, Elim DUJ.IIICH, LONDO!!, S,E. 22. 

~: "Coll ectors Digest" 1948·3 i ssues ; 1949 - 1954 complete 
run of 72; 1955 9 issues; 1956 9 issues ; 1958 10 i ssues; 1959 7 
issues , in all 110 mint oopies . Bost offer , or excmnge "Holiday 
Annuals" et c. 
G. R. AJX:lLEY, "BE!'l!EL HOUSE", 14 crom E STRmT, LYME RH:IS, OORSEI'. 

1!Mm.: S. O.Ls 48, 68, 232, 256. Populars 163 etc . C.Ds 101 tc 150. 
38 ST. THOMAS ROAD, PRESTON, LAN CS. 

Advertise in the ~ - 2d. word. 
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/!3[u!i_ ia n a . , . 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PAOOIAN 

271 Archdale Road, East Dulwich.. London, S. E. 22. 

llext month I shal:j. be able to give you some details of t he 
pr c,eral!lr.:o for the Sexton Blake Circle ' s feature THE HAN FROM BAKm 
STRSm' in this year ' s C.D. Annual . I cannot add any more at the mom­
ent except that ther e will be plenty to interest all Blake lovers , 
so watch out for the details in next month ' s C. Digest . 

I am hoping to be able to incorporate two instalments of Walter 
Webb1s "Century-Makers" in the next issu e . I t will be a tight squeeze , 
but wi1h a bit of l uck I t hillk I can just about manage it . Incidentally , 
if any of my r eaders would like to send me a little article - not more 
than 1!!2. pages in lmgth , I shall be very pleased to r eceive them, 

llext month' s instalment will be "WAR YEARS", and assuming I can 
squeeze in the seventh part it will be entitled "~ITS GALORE." 

Il!STALl®lT FIVE 

JCSIE PAOOW! 

* * * * * 
CFli'ruRY-MAKffiS 

(And a few othe r interesting statistics) 
BY WALTER WEBB 

Mm - G. II, TEED 

Who was responsib l e for th e highest yearly output of Sexton Blake 
stories? 

If there was one author likely to smash any existing record set 
up by Willi oo Mur ray Graydon th at man was (32) GEXJRGE HAMILTCTI TEED, 
who, illce Graydon, came to devote practically the whole of his career 
to the writing of Sexton Bl ake sto ri es alone, Arriving too late to set 
up any oort of a challenee in the race for t he dis~inction of being the 
first author t o write 100 Blake stories , Teed made an immediate on­
slaught on Graydon' s other record - the yearly output of 16 novel s whioh 
the latter set up in 1906. TIIO records actuallY, for Graydon also held 
the record up to ttw.t t ime of having written and had published 15 
stories in the U .J . alone . 

Teed made quite a sensational entry , for in 1913, his fi:rst full 
year as a Sexton Bl ake writ er - he beat Graydon' s 1906 figure by two; 
but t hose eighteen sto rie s included no fewer than four doubl~length 



·~~~~~~~~246~~~~~~~~~~~~-

offerings, being published as follows : "The Great Mining Svindle" in 
tre BOYS' FRI!l:ID 3d LIBRARY, and, in t he UllI(ll JA(l(, novels for the 
Fast er Double !lumber, in March, the Bank Holiday Double Number, in 
August, and the Christmas Doubl e !lumber, in December, in which he in­
troduced his famous 111d veil-loved characters Yvonne Cartier, Dr, Bux­
ton R,ymer am Prince llu Ling, 

The introduction of Yvonne had an unhappy coincidence, for just 
between the publishing of t he first and secom sto ries of this capt i ­
vating cbaracte r tbere passed on, at the age of 71 years, Mr. Goorge 
Andrew Hutchinson, fourder and first edi t or of tt .at splendid boys • 
periodical , th e "BOY'S O'dil PAPER.• He had been in the editorial chai r 
for 36 years, and died whil st s till in office . 

Teed1 s chief rupport in 1913 cBJ:10 fran Andrew Murray, who con­
tributed 12 stories, so that between them t he pair were responsible for 
over half the Blake novel s published in th e U.J . during that year . A 
glsnce through the r ecords sro v how the regular old-ti mers - Graydon, 
>laxwell and Kent - were gradually being squee zed out by the new 
arrivals. Two stories by Beverl ey Kent, one only by Murray Graydon, 
and no contri but ions at all by Herbert Maxwell. Graydon' • ina ctivity 
enabled llarlc Darren to ereep a litt l e closer and the farmer ' s lead at 
t he em of the year had been roducod to 33, and with hi s t otal of stori es 
standing at 75, Da:rran was well in si{:ht of th e attainment of his cen­
tury, 

The four l eading posi tioos, lihicb bad not undergone any mterial 
changes for many l!IOnths, now began t o fluctuate as fir s t one author 
dropped out ·or t he running , and t hen another. First to go was Herbert 
Man<ell with (at l eas t) 28 Blake stories to his 118!1le. Mexwell1 who was 
a schoolmaste r IlBl!lOd Lomax, also wrote for OiOO round about thi s timo , 
so his abi li ty as a wri tor i s unquestioned, for the editors of that 
famous paper had no time for dul s . On deserting the Blak e field Max­
well comenced writing serials and .canpl ote stories of anot her detec t­
ivn - Denman Cross am his boy assistan t, Tip , and Jack the Marmoset. 
Theae all appeared in CBOO, ill ustrated by T. W. Holmes, a well-known 
artist , who l ef t off drawing for the U. J. about the time 1'.axwell ceased 
writing far it. The latter's place was taken by Arthur S . Hardy, who 
moved into fwrth position on 1he strength of 25 Blake stories; but 
Andrew Murra.y, in .a fine burst, rapidly overhauled him and t ook his 
place with 29 vell-wri tten yarns featuring his now famous U .J. and 
S.B.L. characters, Count Ivor Carlac am Professor Kew. A splendid 
achie vement this, consideriJ'l8 t hat Murrey only began contributing two 
years previously. 
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In 1913 cane either the retirement or passing on of tha writer 

whom we only knew as "Beverley Kent .• Thia autho r only oonooived one 

notewortey crook character - this being Gideon Preece , a master­

criminal., -.ho appeared in two stori es . They were "The Laborato ry 

Mystery" (U, J , Ho. 420) and "The Great Hot el l'.ystery" (U.J . llo. 515). 

Tbe l atter title proved to be tha last Blake story ever penned by Kent , 

and was , it must be admitted , his poorest in the _ei ght years he was 

eng88')d in turning out novels of the vorld - famous charaoter. To tbiJ3 

day his identity remains U!ldisclosed , yet somewhere in the dusty 

!ll"Chi ves of Fl.eetway House, appended to certain reco rd s of the vri ti.ngl! 

and peyments made for the stories by him, hi s real llBID0 is there fo r 

th e uneerthing . !s , froc such a sourc e, vere the t.d enti ti es of 

Michael Stonn and Cicely Homiltan defini te ],Y esteb~ , so, as suredly, 

will th>t of "Beverley Kent• caoe to li8)l t in the same way, eventually . 

Lying third , below Graydon and Darran, with a total of Y7 novels , 

which included thr ee double-l ength contributi ons to th e BOYS' IBIEND 

3d LIBRARY, naciel,Y ".l Woolwich Arsenal Mystery" (No. 27) , "Sexton Blake, 

Cl erk" (No. 57) and •s exto n Blake ' s Trust" (No. 60) , Kent ' 3 place was 

taken by Andrew Murray, whose total number of stories a t t he enc. of 

1913 stood at 29. 
Posit!o ns of the leading authors at the end of the year 1913 was 

as fo ll ows: V. llurr ey Graydon 100 sto ri es ; Marl: Dsrran 75; Andrew 

Murrs;r 29; Arthur S. ilardy 25; Cecil Hayter 20. 

In additi on to th e good 'WOrk of Teed and Murr ay duriJ:lg this 

parti.cular year was t he welcome appearance of Maxwell Scott, who :iJ>... 

troduced a husbsnd and wife <ricinal 0001bination . The sto ri es of 

Sexton Blake 1s tus s l es with Charles Major, ali as the Scorpi on, nnd 

hi'3 attractive wife, Judith , made good reading then and s till do today . 

The good fare of 1913 was somewhat marred by the series of 

stories revolving ro\llld the explo its of a crook kn~as The Snake. 

Poorly vrit t en and patchily illustra ted they were a bl ot on an othei-­

wise successfu l year , which was also noteworthy far th e foot th at it 

bro uent to the boys I papers th e WOr k Of a very promising ll9WOOl!ler to 

the roal.m.s of sport md adventure fic ti on. 

Clver now to CHUMS for a pr evie w of this youthful aut hor. He is 

not introd uced here as n Sexton Bl ake autho r , t hough in the r ather 

distant future and with mmy sto ry success es behind him he was to join 

th e col ourf ul thr ong and, t hrough t he mediuo of the s.B.L., write some 

very tough thrillers just pri or to and during the s ecom World Var . 

Those who possess the 1914 volume of CIIUl6, or a copy of th e 

i ssue of that public ati on far the week ending 4th Ju],Y (No. 1 138) . 
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will see, if th ey turn to page 776, an e>:cellcn tl y r eproduced photo­
graph of a youtil, Ranari'.ably good-looking, wit h wavy hair , from which 
calm and reposeful features clear eyes , a wide mouth and finn chm are 
inatantly noticeable, this was t he first published photograph in th e 
boys' pnper of John Hunt er, Born in 1891 he would be only 22 years of 
age at the time of his introduction t o CHUMS, 

Befor e finishing altogether with 1913, mention should be made 
of the sever al serials of Blake which ran in other journals apart from 
t he U.J. Two by Cecil ila,yter and illustr ated by J . Abney ~s, 
famous for his drawings of J ack, Sm and Peter, appeared in the green 
pages of tho BOY'S ERUJ:1D end were - somo><hat surprisingly - never 
re issued in vol ume f om in the fourpenny library, They wer e "Tinker ' s 
Boyhood" (later r eprinted in serial f om in the U. J. ) , snd "Tinker 
Abroad" (never reissued at all.) The ttiirtl serial , notable only for 
t he number of famous characters which appeared in i t, comn:enced in tho 
DREADNOOO!!T on 26th July , end under tile titl e of "The Great ConSjliracy" 
featured, bes ides Bl ake and Tinker, flunoe r, John llarsh, Will Spearing 
and Count Iv or Carlac , a character borr owod frcm Andre-. Murray's 
repertoire. Following on was "Tho Mon Whc Changed Places" by E. 
il ais , subsequent::,;, reprinted in tho forthcaning S.B.L . "The Heir 
From Nowhere" by tho same author , and also reprinted in the S.S.L. , 
was next; but tho next serial , commencing 4th April, 1914, entitled 
"The ~Ian of Mystery" featuring a arook character called Li8htning 
Jim snd wri ttm by an autho r qui t e unlmown to me, was evidently not 
considered wortey of repetition, fo r i t never appeared later in th e 
Library , 

Foll owing t ho vorld-vid e catastrophe of tile war which broke out 
fAlddenly in t he dying sumner deys of 1914, many Enforced changes -.ere 
to take place affecting materially th e load1Jl8 poai ti ons of th e con­
testan t s in tile Bl ake field , 

* * * * * 
lll!Ictl JA<:i.. TITLES rot THE YEAR 1914 

Uo, 534 The Gold m Calf (The Scorpion) ... . .. ····--········-······--·-··M• Scott 
No. 535 The Mystery of the Monaatc:y (Kew) ....... ........ ........•............ .A. Murray 
No, 536 The Workings of Chance (Plum er) ...... ... ··-·······-- ·····--····JI • Osborne 
No, 537 Plumer•s Prisoner (Plume r } ............... ...............•............. - M. Osborne 
No. 538 Tho Secre t . of th e Well (The Scorp ion) .... .......... _. ___ .. .M. Scott 
No. 539 Tho Snake' s Fang (Henri Gerroc.'<: - The Snake) 
No, 540 The Garden City Swindle . ........ ............ .......... ...........• .1, Jackson 
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!lo. 541 
No, 542 
No. 543 
No, 544 
No. 545 
llo. 546 
No. 547 
No. 548 

No. 549 
No. 550 
No. 551 
No, 552 
No, 553 
llo, 554 
llo. 555 
No, 556 
r1o. 557 
llo . 558 

Plummer' s White Hope (Pl Ul!Dar L ..... -.. ·--·-···-··· .. -··--· ···-··J! . Osborne 
Tho CBSe of th e Pewter Candlestick ( The Snake) -
The Crey Domino (Yvonne) .... - ·- - ·-·-· - - -- - --.G . H. Teed 
The Death Cylinder (Kew).. ............................. - ...... _ .... ____ ...... A. Murray 
The CBSe from th e Clouds (Scorpion) .... _ .. ___ , .............. _ . .14 Soott 
The Man ,mo Sold His Estot es (Plumner )... .......... _ .. _,_ ... _M. Osbome 
The Pursuit of Plunmer (Plur:mer ).._ ................. - ... - ....... _ ... M. Osborne 
The Case of t he Radium Patient (R,,mer, Yvonne)_,,_.G.R. Teed 
(Spring Double-n1llllber dated 11th A!ril, 1~4) 
The Gentleman Crook (Aubrey Dexter ........ _ ........ ___ ._ ... Jl . Osborne 
A Bid fo r a Bettl eship (J. Lawless ............. _ .. , __ ... A Murray 
The Case of th e Missing Britisher (Dexter). .. M. Osborne 
The Pirated Cargo (Wu Ling)._ .. ,, .. _ .............. . -·- ·-- ·· ·-........ G. H. Teed 
The Madman I s Forttme ..... .................... ............ _ ·········- ··-·- __ ......... .:;. Scott 
The Boundary Raiders (Lawless). ............. ___ ,, .. _ ....... _,_ ...... .A. Mun-ay 
The Council of El.even (Wu Ling, Count llceur er.ion) G.H. Teed 
The Sixpenny Doctor ................... -......................... 1'!, Scott 
Tho Great Train Mystery. ............................................. _ ................ J.1. Osborn e 
The Death Club (Yvonne. Ha!:Ji,erton Palmer) ......... ____ .C. H. Teed 
(Summer Doubl,,..number dated 20th June, 1914) 

No. 559 The Lost Ki,,.g (Council of El.even) ........... _, ........ -... -... ..... G.H. Teed 
No. 560 The !lountaineer ' s Secr et (c. of El.evm)_,_ .... _ .. __ .. G.H. Teed 
No. 561 Ams !or Uls ter (Lawless) ................................... -.... --.. -- .. -........ .A. ~lurray 
No. 562 The Sbeep Stealers (A. Dext.er ) ......... .......... _ .. _ ..... _ ..... M. Osborne 
No. 563 The Bogus Prin ce (LawlessL. ...... -...... - ... --, ....... -.... -.. ,- ·- .. -~ . lfu.rray 
No. 564 The Crimson Pearl (Rymer, Yvonne) .. ,_ ...... -............ _ ............ -.. G.H. Teed 

Special Holiday Double-n umber dated 1st .Ailgust, 1914) 
No. 565 The Land of the Golden Beetle (Lose]y) ....................... C. Hayte r 
No. 566 Plummer at Sea (Pl unmer ) ...... __ ,,,,....... .. ........ -.......... M. Osborne 
No. 567 The Mystery Million air e .................................. - ................. ,_ ....... i1. Osbonie 
No. 5€8 The Case of the Blind Baronet (Dexter)._ ___ ,_ ....... -...... M. Osbome 
No. 569 The Mystery of "Shamrock 1~ -......... _, ... _ .. _ .... _.,_,_ ............. A. Mul'Tay 
No. 570 The Case of t he Gennan Admiral (Lawless) A. Mw:Tay 
Uo. 571 A Fight for an Earldom ......................... _....... ...-......... G.H. Teed 
Ila. 572 The COl!lllerce Destroyer (E.Q. Maitland) ..................... M. Osbonie 
No. 573 The Sweater's PuP.isbnent (Yvonne}.._ .. _ ............................ G.!I. Teed 
llo. 574 The Case of th e German Trader (Plummer).. ............. _ ... M. Osbome 
No. 575 Made in Germany (Lawless) ........... .... . .. ......... A, Murray 
!lo. 576 The Refugee (Cmmcil of El.even) .... __ ............................ _ .. _ ... G.H. Teed 
llo. 577 Sexton Blake in To~land (E. Q. Maitland) ............ M. Osborne 
No. 578 Business As Usual (LawlessL _ ...... _ .... - ..... _ ..... -...... - -- -- .A• Murrey 
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No. 579 A Voice from the Dead (Wu Ling) ....................... - . .. ......... A. Murray 
No. 5llO .The c,..ao of the Secret Explosive (Dexter ) ........... .... M. Osborne 
No. 581 The Blood Brothers .................... _ ................ - ......... ______ .......... A. Murray 
No, 582 The Great C~arette Mystery (Yvonne).... __ .................... G.H. Teed 
No. 563 The Case of th e lleJ.8ian Relief fund (Mai tl and) .... .M. Osborne 
No, 584 A Soldie r and a Man (YvonneL - ............................................... G.B. Telld 

(Christmas Doubl&-number dated 19th December, 1914) 
No. 585 The Vni te Feather. ..... . ..... ___ ,._ ....... -A. Murray 

(Number 534 is dated 3rd JMuary , 1914, om Number 585 is dated 26th 
December, 1914. ) 

Note: The aut hor of the stories featuring "The Snake" (Henri Garroc k) 
isn ot kn01'Il. See Walter Webb I s article in this isw e, 

**lall l lllllllllllllllllll ll lllllllllUlll .. ll•IHl l lllkl lllUIIIIHIU I I 

THE LATE .lRT.!llR LAVSOll - .1 TRIBUTE 

It was with very deep regret t hat I learned of the death of my 
old friend - 8lld fellow collec tor, Artlrur Lawson. Arthur l can easily 
say, had one of t he fin es t and largest collections of all tice in 
Victorian juvmile literature; and had many itans vhich were unknmm 
to the Bri ti sh Museum. 

It was my pleasure to meet Artlrur fo r the first t :iJDe not l ong 
after l had started to take an interest in boys papers in 1953, And 
in compiling my lists of 100 years of Boys' Weeklies and oth er data 
on Vict orian papers - published at tims in the C.D. and S.P . C. I 
always owed a l ot to Arthur fo r the most gmerous way in vhich ho 
always allowed me to peruse thr ough his wonderful collection to gathe r 
inf ormation and facts for my articles , 

I was always mado welcome et his house in Boxton Square - and 
r.is new home - so was any othe r collector for that matter; and l shall 
always ret:ember th e interesting and happy tioes l had discussing with 
Artlrur about th e reri ts of various Victorian authors am artists - of 
'llhich he was of course an expert , Al though well in his eighties 
Arthur was a very active man, and a l ways in the best of health. All 
the more tragic is t hat he died as the result of a motor acciden t, as 
l'a sure t hat he would hava li, 'ed for i,my years to come. 

Artlrur was, I should say , the very last of the roal old type of 
collec t ors - evan the "l'lagnet • tlld "Gan" were very modern to him. When 
I go round the local market pl aces , especially Pet ticoat Lane, I shall 
tliss meeting Arthur with his shopping be& still looldn;i: out for copies 
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of books to add to his collection; a cup of tea Iii th him in a cafe , 
and all tho latest news on Victorian Boy' s Papers , 

So en behalf of all fellow collectors - goodbye Artlnir , Ve will 
certainly alvays I'OIOCl!lber you, v, o, G. I.OFTS ..................................................................... 

HAMILTONIAN A 
Compiled by llffiilIBT Lml(fflBY 

Recently , Charles Van Renm , of Uitenhage , South Africa , wrote a 
l otte r to the "Sunday Til:>es" - South Africa ' s leading weekend paper , 
It created a lot of interest as will be seen from some c=mt s by the 
Edi tor himself, 

My "WOrd; if onJ,y one could have kept a press-<:Utting book of all. 
the articles 'Which have appeared in tho nevspapers and magazine dlll"in& 
the last fev years - what a size it would be, Here ' s t he Fditor •s 
comnents in the case of the South African paper , 

FAT CM. OF mE RulOYE 
• Billy Bunter , the fat schoolboy of Greyfriars, is still alive and 

kicking , Or rather, being kicked , for who cannot conjure up pictures 
of boots and canes tlrudding constantly 88Sinst the tight trousers of the boy with the instiable appetite for pastries , pop and all the oth er 
good things in a schoolboy's life? 

The joy of a reader who wrote to the SUNDAY TIMES last week that 
he had rediscovered "the fat Owl of t he Recove" vill have been shared 
by countless thou.sands of other s - ond shared wamly too , ~ by 
t ho letters about Bunter ldrlch reached us during the week, 

Why should we like to rem ... ber Bunter? Perhaps the real pleasure 
lies, not in nostaJ.8ia , but in t he collfortab l e feeling that like 
Gibraltar or the Pyramids , Bunter has stayed just the some, even t hough 
we an! the world have chan&ed, It is pleasant to think of him s till a t 
t he "old school" , still so fat, still living in a world of fagging , prefects , house matches , roll call an! cosy teas round the study fire, 
One also enjoys the cc11111U!lal pleasur e of sharing vi th entirely new 
generations of boys (and gir l s, ve are told) an affection for Billy 
Bunter md his contsoporaries like iiany llharton and Co, 

Can Bunter last? Our only answer ia this: Re must be fifty 
now, if be • s a day - but take a good look at him, and if he se""'8 an 
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hour older than fifteen, we'll buy him a gross of jsm tarts for tea. 

• • • * 
I.Er' S BE CONTRO'./Dl.SIAL 

(In this series, Erio Feyne touches on certaui matt ers of interest to 
students of the Hamil ton papers, He gives his own views superficially. 
It you llill write to him, expressL'lg your opinions on the topics be 
diSCU!lBes , he will SlllllllBrise readers ' views in a future issue.) 

No, 30, Vl!!T l!AKE5 A GOOD STORY? 
A best-seller is not , of necessity , a good story , In fact , roa:is 

ta s t e being li!lat it is, the chances are t hat a best-seller may be a 
poor tale , indifferently written . As an example, "Free Hare to 
Eternit-1' had gigantic sales in this cruntry and in the States, but 
fw, >dlo skipped throUBh this ilm;iense chunk of boredom, would have 
described it as a good s t ory, wen if they follDd something fascinating 
in its S?1Ut and squalor . 

What is the most '!"'l'"rtant factor in any storr? l s it (a) good 
writing (b) sound plot {c) fine characterisation (d) natural dialogue 
(e) convincing atmosphere (f) originality? Think of your own favouri t e 
Maenet or Gem series, and decid e what it had t hat put it ahead of the 
others far you, ,. 

My personal opinion is that good wr1 ting is far snd &VO¥ the 
most important footer, A thm plot can get c,ver if it is well writtm. 
The Gem' s " Old Bus" series had merely a frsmevork, no pl ot at all , but 
beautiful wr1 ting , superb atmospheN, and dalJ&htfully inconsequential 
dialogue cade it the linglish holidOi/ series supreme. 

FacetiOllS dialogue, of the type found in the "Ol d Bus" series , 
and in many Gan stories which fe atured Gussy and lowther, prosent,,'>d 
considerable pitfalls for tho author , So easily, this sort of thing 
could be tedious and irritating . That it rarely, if wer, became so, 
i s a tribute to the skill of tho vri tor . 

So plot, though importmt, particularly for youngsters , vas not 
essential far a good story. Many of th e substi iute stories had rea ­
sonably good plots , Wilm they foiled to riz,g the bell vith sme 
readers, i t mesnt that those r eaders looked for somethulg more than a 
good plot. 

Repeated themes got by ld. th readers who knew what was coming 
simply end solely because the re-hash vas well done. It the repeat 
had not been veil wr1 tten, we should have thrown it aside in annoy.nee . 

The acid test for my story is whether it stands reading, re-
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readil,g , 111d reading yet again. Boger Jenkins, vi t h absolute truth , 

made that point in his Annual article last year. No doubt ve have reed 

plenty or good stories , vhiob, despite their goodness , ve should not 
wsnt to read again. Yet , vi th msny of these school stories , ve road 

them again vi th the kn01<led89 tbat ve have read thm many times before. 

Therefore , it is not sufficient that a story i s good . It must have 

somethil)6 more, something which is, per haps , indefinable . 
Take three series which figure among the most popular of all -

The China Series , the Stacey Series , the Rebel Series - snd docide vhat 

factors have liiade than evergreen. In each, the plot was not so import­

ant as individual situations lllld perfect develoJ11113nt. Aimosphere play ed 

a big part in the first , character vork 1n th e second , clever dialogue 

:l.n the third. In each , on t he initial reading, there ws no foregone 

conclusion as to what would hnppen next. But ench was splendidly written 

ond there is the ke;r. 
If any good story is to be so good that i t is resdablo mllDY times 

over, it must have that indef:l.ni te somethil)6 - that magic touch which 

few authors are able to give to their work. 
It would be extravagant to claila t hnt every story by Charles 

Hamilton has been good, even allowing for the fact that tastes va:ry. 

I t would be idle to suggest that all of his good stories can be enjoyed, 

time and time again. It is , however, 111 undoubted certainty that his 

greatest series 111d sing le stories - and their nunber is m:iarlcable -

ere read , ro-read and read again by his oountless admi;rers . And that , 

for any author , is a strange end wonderful achievement. 
It ' s jus t ~ point of view! Vhat1s yours? 

• • • • * 
OOlTROVERSW. :OOHCES 

No1 28. VF.AT'S Ill A NAME? 

Room JDIKI!IS writes: "I t was certainly very useful for a different 

peIH181De to be adopted for Charles Hamilton I s various schools . I 

r<lll6Dber that wen purchasing copies of the Schoolboys' Chm Library I 

always used to l ook at the author's name to see which school the story 

foatur.ld . Of oourse , this was not alweys a reliable guide ; I recall 

that I once bouglt a Cedar Creek story thinking i t was a St . Jim' s tale , 

snd a Grimalade story instead of a Greyfriars one. But on the whole, 

th e system worked well . · 
On the other hand , it seems likely that the pen-name systm adopted 

caused the Amalgamated Press to be less fai r to t heir school story 
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readers than to too detective story public. · Any nsne put on a Sexton 
Blake st ory was certainly not someone el se ' s , ldlereas the ' Frank 
Richards• , who wrote a Greyfriars story , mi8ht have been anybody. 

It i s interesting to note that Charl es Hamilton has st ated that 
he used to f eel differently, according to the pen- names uroer which 
he was writ ing at th e commt. He always tried to keep the per sonal -
ities of his various pen-names s trictly apart , ind succeeded sc well 
t hat I used to feel that when Martin Clifford described Harry Vhartcn's 
visit to St, Jim' s or when Frank Richards related how Gussy visi tod 
Greyfriars t hen> was always a slight elei:ient of discord, a str ange 
feeling that the char<leter was not being sc well handled as usual. This 
i s really a measure of th e success that Ch:,rles Hamilt on achieved in 
keeping his writing in watert i&ht cor,par1Zlents. " 

GFXJRGE SELLARS writes: "I must admit t hat I never knew that Charl es 
Hamilt on was the author of sll t he stories we lov e unti l r;q broth er 
told ce the news he had seen in a ca;,azine during the l ast war, 

I ra:iel!lber he was as amazed as I was to l ee.m that one can could 
writ e under sc man:, pe.'1--naIJes, and had wch an ion:ense outpu t. 

What' s in a nme? A great deal to r,e, because I always thou,ijlt 
Martin Clifford' s style of wri ting was differen t, and the uajo rit:, of 
his stories more serious and oore draoatic than those of Frank Richards 
and Owen Conquest. To quote Maurice Down, Edi tor of the Gee in pre­
war deys: 1The Gem has always struck an ol der note than th e Magnet. ' 
Probably that is why I nlways thought that the three pen-names stood 
for thre e different writers . 

There is a great deal in a name, am I feel sure that the magic 
of the sto ri es was intensified by the use of the pen-names. The 
secret of Charles lla:,il ton I s cham was , and still is , his knowleo;;e 
of hUD!l1l nature, plus the fact tha t he was heart and soul in hi s work," 

DON WEBSTER write s : ' I eo very IJUCh in agreeoent with your OO!!lI!lents 
in ",What's in a Naoe?• It should have been obvious to the discerning 
r eader that the best stories of all t he schools were coming from the 
saIJe pen. Despite a difference in s tyle accorded to Greyfriars, St, 
Jin' s and Rookwood, there were 81ll\'l e clue s , as, f or example , in Magnet 
No, 118 - ' The Remove1s Challenge - in which Greyfriars play Ryloombe 
G= School at cric ket, and Tom Merry and Co (including Gussy, of 
course) are pr ese nt, Maybe we didn ' t think it credible that one can 
could tum out so much each week , Perru,ps , too , many r eaders suwected 
something, but at ey early age cos t youngste r s are very gull i ble . Some 
thought St, Jim' s really exi s ted. 
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To your tag I would add another - "Where ign oranc e is bliss I tis 
folJJr to be wise, • I could find it in my rev.rt t o vish tha t the secre t 
of the identity of th e wri ter had never been divulged, I was oorry to 
have so many illu si ons des troyed by the curtain being lifted to show 
what went on behind the scenes .• 

• • • • • 
Rra\Jllr OF QUIZZLE NO, 9 

Solution to Clue Dom - "And Billy Went Too. • Hidden words - "Breaking 
Up fo r the S\imer Holidays. • 
Fixst correct solution r ecei voo from Donald B. liebster , 23 Vest Parle 
Rood, Sur rey , to whom 5/- has been sent , 
Northern - 40 points; London - 30 poin t s ; Herseyside - 20 points . 

ADVIllTS! 

* * • * • 
ADVERI'S! 

Wanted for tre Annual, 
Ve can I t manage wi t hour Adverts, 

2d. word. 

* * • * * 

AD'IERTSI 

~ : Rookwood School Stori es . Send offers and prices to : 
J . CHAHBOOJuJ, , 2 BRAT",l\/AY ROAD, SOlJl'HFIELDS, LOIIDON, S,W,18, 

* * * * * • * * • 
WANTED.I. ~ts Nos , 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 39, 44, 48, 50, 51, 
52, 55, 517, 648, 740, 742, 749, 756, 757, 758, 759, ?ST, 768, 771, 
773, 920, 921, 933, 952, 1037, 1191. Your price paid - or Red Magnet s 
offered fo r any numbers from 517 onwards. 
Write : LOFTS, 56 SHDUNGHAM HOUSE, LONDO!i, N.W.1. 

• • • • • • * • * 
FOR DISPOSAL: About 200 Magnets in r anges : 1CXXJ..1298; 1300-1399; 
14CX>-1495; 1601-1682. lJ.so about 50 Gens , SALE or EXCIWIGE for~. 
Magnets and Gems. Offers t o: 
J.. J, MORRIS, 87 PJJlK END, BROOLEY, mlT. 

* •• * ...... 
* 
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QUIZZLE No1 10 

The lett ers in the numbered eqUlll'es, 
if placed in sequence in th e lover 
grid , will spell out oonething we 
usually <njoy at ihe start of the 
A1IUllll\ Tem, 

~: A, Where the new boy at 
Rookwood may find himself. 
(3, 9, 4.) 

CT,ms ACROSS: 

A. Gussy's ten or solos surely were 
not, 

B. Yit hout direction, i s this Rook­
wood senio r as he does? 

c. Ale, gent, for Mauleverer. 
D, Skinner starts Bunter, and tbe 

start of Loder ends him, 
E, Thia Remove master was not so 

gentle as be sounded, ' 
F, Noted at Roll Call, 
G. Yben llr, Quelch got to the bottom 

of things lllBIIY were caned in the 
REOove, 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 B. Only Berries de scribed Towser 

11 12 13 h4 15 16 h7 ha b9 20 tin.ls, 1-+-+-+-+--'-+-+-+-+c-+-l I. Bow the Bounder found his father, 
21 22 \23 b4 25 26 In l2a 119 30 J, According to Bunter, his gold 

watch bad many. 
K. Kellish , the funk of the Fourth , felt this, 
L. Toe Merry could deal with it on Littl e Side. (3, 4,) 
II, Ybat ve e:r:pected when the Magnet roded. 
II, '!'hey oade Field into Squiff . 
0 . I noted too in Nobody' s Stuiy, 
P, \lbat Billy Bunter brings to most of us, 

• * ... * 
Yrite en a postcard the words in the lover grid an:! the ansver1o the 
Clue Down. 5/- to -the sender of 1he first correct solution received 
by the F.ditor, 
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Foreword: 

I l!EElr GJl'lllGE RICl!NctlD SAl!VA'IS - P.ARr 2 
BY 11. O. G. LOli'l'S 

---In oy opinion easily one of the most valuab l e jobs of r esearch 
in our hobby vas carried out by John Shaw during tho last ,mr . Jolm 
by his own peI'U38l. of nearly all t he "Magnet and Gem" storiea - succeeded 
in . sorting out llhicb stories in hi s opinion were written by othe r 
vri ters than Charles Hamil ton in these two papers . His f:lndingo am 
lists ot tha:i were published in the 1949 C.D. Annual. 

He did not claim that it was in ony wny officiD.l except far sooo 
hel p trori Mr. Charl es Hecil tcn and in view of what has come to li ght 
sinc e (as expl ained by Mr. Sar.ways in his interviews with IY,) •• · 
it is recsrkable that there vero not o,ore orrors in its li s t s tilllll there 
vere , for he certainly took on a trooondous task. 

In sending llr. Sacva:, s C'f record book oont aining th e J ch.'l Shaw 
list of substitute stories for hit! to tl6I"k off the Groyfriars and St. 
J 1"'1 s stories that ha wrote - I f eel tha t his co::ioents on t ho list are 
of groat importance to all "Magnet• and "Geo" coll ec tors - and th o:, ere 
as follows:-

"M ter very careful study of t his list, I 8Ll confident tha t qui ta 
a nu,,ber of these alleged 1 subs titut e 1 st ori es, were, in fac t, vrittm 
by Charles Hamilton ! I have a very vivid memory, as sub-edito r, of 
reading the mss . of saries of "llsgnet" sto ri es - listed here as being 
b)I a substitute vri ta r - and that the se vare gB"luine Hamilton stories 
I have n9 doubt . In Ill),. period of office , subs t itute vri tars (apart 
from Pent elow) were not entrusted with a se r ies of stories as a general 
rul e - though in my own case I did vri ta quite a fov including 646 to 
648 dealing with Archie and Phyllis Howell dla...,..,ters I created . 

Certain "Geio" stories dealing ,-i th Re{;inald Talbo t and llarie 
Rivers , also listed as rubstitute stories, were also certainly Charles 
Hamil ton I s . These were in my opinion easily the · ·'; fines t and povel'­
tul sto ri es that he ever wrote f or th e "Ge,:,.• At a later dat e I did 
in faot vri te a few stories fea tur ing t hese characters, but this was 
an excep ti on. ill other st ories were by Hsi:dl ton , vb o had crea ted th e 
ohsracters . 

Nov you ask ne how ooe could tell a genuine Hamilton story from a 
substitute one . I answer that at once v~th all oy expe ri ence as chi et 
sul>-odito r . There is nc, sure ws,y. ~ a8eto assun,e~:that a llamilton 
yarn " "" alwayspr,r exce llenc e , and a "1bsti 1ute yain .ill-written 
dud, is jus t not true. ilei:dlton •s style was not fixed; i t bad many 
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fluctuations and variations . His standard was remarkably high , con­
sidering too vast number of stories he wrote; but for one to assuoo 
that he never hsd his "off" days, like every write r, would be absurd , 

I t is of course , easy to tell a~ story from a l!Milton . 
Pentel ow scorned to model hilllseli' s l avishly on llamilton , and wrot e :In 
his own natural s tyl e, whi.ch unfortunately was prosy and lacked llam­
Ut on ' s verve and sparkle , 

Some substi tu te stories , however, were so cl osely oodell ed upon 
Hamilton ' s - all Hamilton ' s trick s were reproduced - shor t , snappy 
dial ogue - quotations from th e classics - actual p!Jrases of llalJilton • s 
that at thi s di stance of time I def y anYone , however expert :In MAGNEI' 
lore , to di.,~sh one of those non-Hamiltons from a genuine Hamilton: 
Even Hamilton's habi t of ending a story with thervpotftiol at the title , 
which was f oolishly regarded by some as proof of his authorship , was 
copied by certain substi tute writers. 

And so on the other hand, I am certain th at there are many sto ri es 
which have been crodited to Charle s llacil t cn which he did in fac t not 
write . 

By a re-perusal of Magnet and Gem s tori es published whil st I was 
on t he staff , I am confidmt I cotilii te ll a Hamilton sto ry from a 
substitute , because in m:J own case old memories would be evoked t o 
assist me; but >.! I perhaps attempted to id entify the authorship of • 
t he la t er stori es, I should probably fall into t he same sort of 
errors as th e "Experts !" I oould al ways tell what st ories I had 
written , but that is as far as I could go. 

Subst itute writers have; in m:J opinion, been unj uiotlyCJS\a.igned. 
Su:h wri teis were not regarded, in m:J dey, with contempt or d;~ion 
by t hei r journalistic confreres . In the absence of Hamil ton stories 
these writers filled the breach, and on more than ono occasion saved 
the papers from suspension , lleither did substitut e stories have a.~ 
in j uri ous ef f ect upon th e circulati ons; ind eed it was to the reverse , 
with the publi cati on of "Sportsmen ill !" the Magnet ci rculation rose 
appreciably . Hinton expressed his grati f icati on, !llld commissioned me 
t o write "SCHOOL & SPORT." Out of t he rr,uiy t housands of le t ters 
received during rzy period of office in th, "Magnet• and "Gem" there was 
never one complaint about the substi tu te sto ri es - to th e contrary , 
often or not there was grea t praise for them. A Magnet or Gem sto ey 
th erefore should not be ju;lged by l ofty lit er ary standards , but by 
its appeal to the public far whom it was writ ten . 

Looking back, I am not ashamed of anything I wrote in t hose 
far-off days. An imitative wri ter is , of oour se , inf erior to a 
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creative writer like Charles Hamilton; at the same time, I brought 
all my youthful enthusiSSll to the job, snd knov that my stories gave 
enjoyment to the readers , vhich after all is the main te s t. 

Postscript: ) 
In view of Mr. Ssmweys remarks 1n the above article - both 

Derek Adley and myself have been vorking on a full list of official 
substitute stories in the "Magnet " am "Gee" - complete with the 
actual name of the author, Ve can confirm Mr. Samwey"'s' statecm t s that 
the John Shaw lis t is not correct in some cases - by official doc\llleilts 
in our possession . At Herbert leckenby 1 s suggestion we are hopin8 to 
have this published 1n this year ' s Annual - but it ill depends oo the 
speed 1n which ve can contact vnrious subst itut e authors - snd tim o at 
our disposal . The first alleged substi iute stol'Y in the "Magnet " No. 85 
entitled "Tho Greyfriars ' Visitors• was~! know for a fact, written by 
Charles Hamil ton . 

Part 3 next oonth • ....................................................................... 
OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 

LONIX>ll SECTION. The Sept<mber meetin8 vill be held an Sunday, the 
20th at 706 Vocd Green , London, N.22 . Kindly l et the host, Bob Whiter, 
knov whether you intend to be present. Phone 1n business hour s , BOVes 
Pali< 679'5. An enjoyable progranrne bas been arranged . Herbert Leokenby 
hopes to be present and the Gr eyfriars Cup wil l be on show. 

UNCLE BlllJ»wl. 

NOirnlER!I SD::TION O.B.B.C. MOOING. 2'59 Hyde Parle Road - August 8th , 
1959. Another gratifying attendance which includ ed Roger Jenkins who 
once again took th e road from Hampshire to Yorkshire for his annual 
visi.t. 

The last of the "Crueoee" made their choices. They vere a 
mixed lot. Molly Allison l ed off with th e 1917 "Chatterbox", 1928 
"Little Folks " and the Magnet Bertie Vernon series. I followed wi1h 
my sentimetal reasons . A 60 year old i ssue of the ~ . Boys I Friend 
which vasltm vel'Y first copy of that fBI:lous paper I ever sav , B.FJ,. 
1st series "Britain at Bay" - part of tha t r<markabl e invasion story 
by John ~llis (David Goodvin) and B.F,L. Jack Jackson ' s &le,ey -
th e first of th e Wycl iffe sto ries. 

Geoffrey Vaine chose a volume of "Magnets" 1331- 1;:5821 Gens 
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1397, 1448 and th e Holiday Annual, 1935. Tony Pott s went quite off lhe 
beatal tr aclc vi tb Capt . Sl ocms "YacbtiJ>8", "Robin son Crusoe • and Mrs. 
Beeton ' s Cookery Book! 

Roger wound up with Bought. Bonoars, The Boy ilithout a ll!llle and its 
sequal Rival and Chums and the Bunter Court se rie s . 

Afte r r efr eshment s , Gerry Allison set one of his tease r s . It had 
me compl etely beat , but not sane of our wizards. Ron Hodgson so lving 
it first. 

Next meeting , September 12th, It ' s Jack Vood • s nig ht, the titl e 
of hi s t alk "Round th e llorld in 00 minutes . " Sounds intriguing . He has 
dropped a c,ysteri ous hint that I had sa:iethi.ng to do with i t, but I' m 
blowed if I can think what i t i s . Anyway, cane and see . 

IIIBBl'l\T LEOC!llBY, Northern Sec tion Corr es . 

MIDLAiID srel' ION O. B.B. C. Meeting hel d 27th July, 1959. Maybe one or 
tw of the newer aeubers have thought t hat our meeting s of l ate have 
not been in t ere sting enough. True that ther e has been qui t a a l ot of 
business matter to so rt out and consequently th e programes have 
suff ered. Butno one could deny that this oeeting was one of the bes t 
if not t ho bes t of this year . Apart from the i terns being of th e 
highest standsrd and nice ly var ied , we wer e overj oyed t o see our pop-
ular colleague Jack Ingram again , also Ron Dick ens , Add to t hat til e 
appearance of our two Btn-t:on mer,bers and we had some consol ati on for th e 
absence of Ted Davey, Harold Bradbury and Anne Mercer , Fourt een member s 
1n attendance am Tom Smith putting in a fl ee ting appearan ce, Busines s 
having been di sposed of we ccmen ced with a j oll y geed quiz by Ray 
Bennett, "Twent y Questions ", al l nicely vari ed fro t1 Magnet, Gei,

1 
Boys I 

Friend and Nel son Lee, proved fairly tri cky and Jack Toruinson was 
winner with eleven ri;;ht. John was 0 11 his "'ettl e tonigh t as apart from 
winning th e quiz, ho gave one of the bes t impromptu tal ks we have had 
for a long ,mil e , Fr oc t he Magnet he roved to th e Gem, on to the Boys' 
Fri end , giving us his likes and dislikes . Putting in a defen s ive word for 
the unf ortunat e substitute mter s . 

The first of th e propcsed "Desert I sl and Books" i t e:is was givm by 
Too Porter. His selected books were - Mons ter No, 2 "The Bla ck Sheep of 
t he Remove", Monster No. 5 "Bulli es of Sr , Frank ' s ", Greyfriars Holiday 
Annuals fo r 1920 and 1923, Magnets (volU1!1G) lloa, 954- 982, Gem vol\ltle 
Nos . 710-m, Christmas Doubl e Nwber fo r 1913 and finally volume of 
Boys' Friends Nos . 865-9 18, 

Then Noman wei ghed in w:i. th one of his contro ver sial ites:is. llhat 
wes our vari ous opinio ns of the fo llowin€ fact. The "9.0.P , •, "Chuos" 
and t ho "Captain" did not f eature a s~ det ectiv e t alc . Thi s , 
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in spite of the fact that dozens of detectives were opernting 
(fictionally) of course, fro m all t he other rival papers . 

The night El'lded vi tti a reading by lladg,, fro ::, a C. D. Anmwl, 1952 
to be precise . This WtlS Herbert 1eckonby 13 "Le3ser known Schools ,~ 
and for this it eo - Cliveden and St. Ninian ' s ware dealt vitb . 
(Note : I' ot afraid !1oman was in err or where "Chums" wtlS ooncorned for 
it nm, at l east, thr ee of l'.axwell Scott' s Martin Dale Detective 
serials. H.L .) !URRY BROSTER, Secretary• 

M:!llSEYSIDE SEX:TIOI: MSE:rl!IG, August 16th. The decisi on to hold a 
raeeting during th e holidcy oonth of August was 8Dply justified by the 
excellont attmdanc e at Neville Rosd, and to make up for the non­
atten dance of one or two of the regulars we enj oyed th e pl easure of 
the cot1pony of that grand pi oneer of t his Section - Bill Horton. 

Tho Gr eyfriars Cup Cocpetition ws discu ss ed at longtb, and the 
nocess ary ll.l'I'!lllg0tlm ts l.l.'.lde for a success ful bid by Merseyside for 
the honour of holding t he trophy for the next yoor at letlSt . Cancem 
was expressed over the non-appear,,nc e, as yet, of ttie S. B.L., am 
ent husiasts feel that the silence is rather ocinious - what a tragedy 
if i t owes its dro.is e to a otrike, of all things ! 

It vas decided to postpone our customary debate until September , 
but members enjoyed some unusual quizzes and competi t ions . The first 
called "From Land' s :hi to John O' Groats", 'Which entailed marking on 
a map of Britain towns am cities which formed the scenes of sane or 
t he classics . There was a dend- heat for first place between Don 
Webste r and George Riley; Bill Horton came second, and Pat Laffey end 
Norman Prll8)lell tied for tbird place. In the second competition members 
had to id ent ify twelve scmes froc th e famous cl ass ics, and Pat Laffey 
proved his knowledge by winning this , with George a very good seocnd 
and Bill Hort on and Don j ointly third. 

Then Cllllle refreshments and library business , and the library has 
rec eived a grand fillip by too acquisiti on by Don of many new S. O.L' s , 
Gans and Nagnets , many of which were very eagerly sru,pped up. The 
meeting ended 1'i. th anotber unusual quiz - member s were shown twelve 
nags of differmt nati ons, and thEn had t o write down as many 
characters from too famous schoo l s as they could think of from these 
various CO\llltries. One or two of t he more modern flag s gave oonsidel'­
able difficulty, but Don proved a very easy winner here, at a canter, 
so 1x, speak , and again George to ok second place , with Pat third. 

Yell, thi s meeting got so live l y and interesting that after the 
cl osure at 9.45 another unofficial meeting t ook place lllltil 10 .15 -
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soce oember s vere very reluctant to go, Let ' s make the next aeoting 

an even bet ter one, eo mke a note of the dete - Sunday, September 13th 
at 6, 30 p, m, rnAllK IDIYIN 

THE GOLD:!ll HOURS CLUB, SYlllEI. The weather was perfec t, the 
l'.'e!ldezvous ideal, the meJnl good enough for a gourmet and the members 

oothusias t1c - does that sound t he recipe fo r a really enj oyabl e 
meeting? Vell , that ' s hov th e stage vas set vbcn the mecbers assembled 

at 6 p, m. on Friday, August 14th , in Cahill 1s Restauran t , Sydney, fer 

their oontbly meeting and the fo r ecast proved corr ect. 
!a alvays , the l etters tree overseas proved most interesting -

hi;!jllight of th e evening vas a letter received by our Chaimen , Syd 

Scyth, from "The Master" himself , Charles llacilton or as he signed in 

his iniiili tab l e style , Frsnk Richards, The copy of the "People " con­

taining t he vri te up on our hobby and th e Austrel1 en club membors had 

intorested him greatly , despite its inaccuracies and he had written to 
express his ~ for the mogazine and sent as veil a oost interes ting 
feature vbich he vri tten about th e f aoou,i "Billy" on T. V., .... . 
natural}¥ our k llm.ri1 tonians hope that one day our t elevision may 
bring us Bunter in all his glory . 

A l e tter froa Frank Onvin, vas read and mjoyed - our first , but 

ve hope not our last l etter tron Merseyside ' s ioost ener,ietic secretary , 
And last but not l east , cey I say hov ouch ve are all l ooking 

f orward to tile tape :recording you are eroding - this is the id es of 

Ula century and ve do opprociate t he tr ouble and t itle you have all 

spent to cake this possible, BE'l'I'E PATE, Secretary . 

IIUII II IIIIIII II .IIUl l l llllllHI III IIIII IIIIHIIIIUIHIIIIII I IIIIIII 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JA(l( VOOD, Nostsv, Stockton Lane, York . 

Phone: 25795 
* * * * .. 

For th e i,oomt , at any r ate , Nelson Lee has vetoed M:J r eference 

to the a:,azing sto ry of Zingrave 1 s latest effort to rul e the "°rld , and 

t ho adventures of Nelsen Leo and Ni pper snd Cc. in prevent~ that 
disaster, · 

There is s great deal ..tiich =t still rmsin untold if panic is 
not to be widespread; t!UCh clearing up has to bo done in h4h places , 

for the Prof essor ' s new Lo881,le had t entacles eileryvhere . 



However, Jim Cook, our roving correspondcmt , has been down to St, 
Frank's agnin and bao been told of a very curious rd:fair which happened 
recently. He t ells the sto ry as follows:-

It was a g~orious sunny day when I embarked at Victoria Station 
for my urual trip t o St. Frank ' s . Nipper bad vri tten and promised he 
would meet !ll8 at Bannington station and travel on the l ocal together, 
But before the London express bad halted I Si!W Nipper and Co, approaching 
my carrill8"• Dear old Montie was beaming with that urbanity that always 
precedes his old world courtesy and Too,:iy Watson was bursting with words 
that wculd not come. Nipper with a cherry 3Jlile , greeted i,e as I stepped 
dCM> onto the platfom and we crossed t o the other side and mtered the 
local branch train that stopped at Bellton an it ' s way to Caistowe . 

I l ove these visits to St. Frank ' s . It ' s though I am entering 
another world , another sphere, where the past still lingers and the 
gl ory of yeote.rday yet r""6ins to be enjoyed, The quaint old village 
of Bell ten has defied the onrush of future plan.'ling on which the 
historian deper.ds f or justification of a metier. This !!!USt be one of 
the very few places where the gas provides the kitchen ligh t and the oil 
lamps glow dimly behind old l ace curtains , You can catch up vi th the 
l ong forgotten years as you s troll througb Belltro an your V9'f t o St. 
Frank ' s, md your ciemories llill remain as fresh as th e :noming dew as 
you pass the ju.'liors in Bellton lane on ttieir -.9'! to the river Stowe. 

It is 1tery nice to know one can always come here for a r es t am a 
chllnge. Nobody bas ever been refused entry to St, Frank's , except 
perhaps , the violent ones who would wish i t destroyed, There's always 
soLJebody who's against something. But if you think the ol d school is 
dull md leadm you would be in for a shock . I had no ide a what news 
awaited me IOhen I met Hipper a.'ld Co,, run although I l!lBde several 
guesse s coo,ing down in the train I did not forecast what this letter 
was going to be about . I should have throught of a possible new boy 
making headlin es for a change but I didn ' t . Up to now I haven't seen 
any fresh faces in the Lower school; llel oon Lee once told ,,.. it is 
very hard to gat on the books here. You get regi st ered ,alien you are 
born; sometimes an opening occurs when there is an expulsion or som<>­
body l eaves , but it ia rare. But the unexpected must have happened for 
a new boy has l!lBde an appearnMe in the Remove, and I am going to tell 
ycu about i t exactly as Nipper related i t to cie . 

I t bas very of ten been remarked that we all have doubl es; persons 
oo very much similar in facial appearances and body angles that pl.aced 
side by side hardly !llY difference could be noted. Of course, put these 
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two people face t o face then many critical cnru,ges are obvi ous and the 
similarity ends abruptly. Except in the case of twins where it is dif ­
ficult sometimes even for relatives to spot t he one f rom the other. 
But when you come across two pronouncGd st rangers l ooki.'lg exactly alike 
in appearance it i sn 't very surprising when t hing s becmoo very awkward 
f er both . 

At the end of term last Spri ng, a vacancy 
O\lCUITed in the RE!llove owing t o a juni or goillg to live abroad with his 
paren t s. This j unior was a comparatively new-comer t o th e school oo 
the r ecords will not suffer from hi s omiss i on from the li s t of regular 
char act ers. But the fel l ow who gained admittance to S:t:. Frank ' s owing 
to ttiis opening s.>iould have even less ri ght to its worthy chro:ucl es 
except for one thing . He will be rlllllanbered for his embarrassing l ike ­
ness to Pitt! He was slim , d8Ik and lithe of action . His finely 
chise lled fearure s , his clear complexion and his very dark hair al l went 
tc make him Reggie Pitt• s doubl e . The first time they came togeth er 
they must have experie nced th e shock one receives on seeine onese lf 
unexpectedly in a mi..--rcr. 

But wher eas Pitt is everything t hat goes t o pr esen t the honest , 
heal thy schoolboy, keen on sport and a fine swir.l!ler, quic ~ and very 
keen witted, t he new boy had none of these cpalities . He posse ssed 
nothing of th e humour, good nature ind fine sense of jud gment that made 
Reggie Pitt so popular . 

In fact , tre new boy, whose n!llle was Factor , want purposely out 
of his way to prove that he lacked these fine virtues the first day he 
arrived at st. F'rank' s . 

Factor had arrived lhe previous day and, as is 1he custom , he had 
sl ept in a bedroom r eserved f or new boys ; consequently the fir st time 
the boys saw him was when he appeared in the Form r oom th e next morn ing . 
Nipper knew a new boy was comiJ,g, but th e fac t had been oversha dowed by 
other pres s ing demands relevant t o a Form captain . 

The day ' s less ons had started well and old Crowell ' s benign look 
hsd persisted longer tha t had been expected . It makes all the difference 
t o a schoolboy's wor ld i f his Form Mas ter is tolerant or otherwise . An 
atrosphere of forebearance had t herefore been created and the j uniors 
willingly se ttled down to t he morning ' s work . 

Suidenly, with out . arning, th e electric bulb which hovered im.ed ­
i ate ly above Mr. Crcwell Is desk shatte r ed and myriads of gl ass part­
i cl es rained down. Old Crowell jumped away in alarm, and fell t o the 
fl oor. Handfort h ran forward and assisted him to his f eet , but it ·,as 
evident Mr. Cr owell was badly shocked . Fe llows like Bernard Forrest , 
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Bell and Gulliver chuckled with gle e at seeing th e Fonn master ' s dis­
comfort, and walcomed the diversion ; but t he startling expl osi on of t he 
light bulb was a mystery . 

!Ir . Cro110ll was aasisted to his f eet , but he was feeling so gr ol'Ef 
t hat Ri pper vent al ong t o Nels on Lee I s study and oought the aid of his 
guv'n or. As a result, Bigg l eswade took over f or the rest of t he morning 
and old Crowell recuperated in his study . 

A pas sing plan e was attibuted for set ting up the vibrati on tlilat 
caused t.he electric gl obe to smash, but Vivian Travers knew different . 
For Travers had seen Factor ej ect an eras er from a IUbber band 1n th e 
di r ection of Crowell' s desk . The IUbber cube had capapul ted to ill e 
li8ht bulb and scored a direc t hit! The re'"1l.ting sudden explosion was 
so s tartling t hat several fell ows thought old Crowell had been sbotl 
But the Form Master may easily have been mrt by falling glass so th ere 
was nothing funny in Factor• s act . 

The striking simi l eri ty of Pitt and Factor was not so eviden t at 
first , But as the hours of the day went b:, it became th e main topio . 
In fact , th e f ell ows began to wonder if t here were not some bl ood r ela­
t ion bet..-een the two juniors they were t hat much alike . And of course, 
there were t10ments of confusi on when Pitt was mist aken for Factor and. vice 
versa ! The inc i dent in the Fem ro om had been for gotten except by Travers . 
And as t he evening progressed anot her plan was already in the mind of the 
new boy. 

Bandfort h cl osed t.he door of Study D vi th unnecessary vi olenc e end 
strod e moodily down the Remove passage , Church and McClure, his l ~ 
suffering study-mat es, had stood together and defied him, I t was one 
of those peri ods when Handy had to be firmly sst on. Fl esh and bleed 
just coul.dn • t bol d out any l onger. .An on these occasion , which were 
frequen t, old Haooy l eft home, so to q,esk, and waited far an interval 
to ala pse when absence healed the wound and t oo chums of Study D were 
as one again . 

But t he inte rval had first to el apse , and as Handforth mooched 
down t.he passage Pitt appeared eDi coll ided int o him vi th such f orc e 
that t he lead er of Stu<jy D went do'l!tl with a cras h that shook every bone 
in his body . Then Pi tt' s f eet tr ampled over his s tomach, crunched in 
bi s face and, as a parting shot, Pitt's shoe ground into Handy' s nose as 
Pitt streaked out of s ight . 

To get thi s chronicle righ t i t must be stated at once that al~ 
th ough l!arof orth actually saw Pitt commit ttie offence it was really the 
new boy, Fact or . Facto r at no t ime occupi ed H:mdforth ' s mind and whm 
he saw his at tack Handy's rnentel imMe created th e vision of Reggie Pit t , 
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Thus to poor ol d Handforth Pitt vas going t o be made responsible f or 
ti.a assult . 

Several juniors were gath ered in the l obby of the Ancient House 
discussing this and that, as Archie vould sey , just before prep vhen 
suddenly Handforth came lllllning , hi ghly excited and demanding to lmov 
where Pitt vas hiding. Pitt detached himself from the !mot of juni ors 
and l ooked at Handforth wonderingly. The warl ike leader of Stuly D, 
l oolciM extremely unsociab l e , then comc,enced scrapping and too dust 
began to fly . Reggie Pitt returned punch fe r punch but he lacked the 
anthusiasm for a fight b8Cll1Ilse th ere was no apparent reason for it. 

Cf course, it wo.sn 1 t all owed to go on. The two juni ors were soon 
separated and Handy was forced to explain . Al though the good natured 
l oader of Study D was will:iJlg to fight anybody on any pretext the 
juni ors seldom saw h;!.m oo 8flgry as they did now. Pi t t was amazed when 
he was accused . of too assault, mid it was scme time befor e Handy was 
convinced Pitt could not have concitted the attack, f or Reggie had 
been with the other chaps discussing the for thcoming cricket match 
wit h Helmford. Travers suggested the new boy must have been the cul ­
pr it and that Hand;r misto ok him for Pitt . As s oon as the idea was 
issued , it became obvi ous that that must be the truth. The fellows 
began to realise how much alikB were the two boys , yet the fact had 
been apparent ever since Factor ' s debut in t oo classr oom. 

But "'1en Handforth finally found Factor the new boy firmly denied 
t he charge and was backed up by Forrest and Co. Already the ~ads of 
Study A had begun t o expl oit t he newcomer to St. Frank ' s , but had t hey 
!mow it they were on a l osing wicket ! A very puzzled Handy returned to 
Stuly D and the litt l e tiff with Church and r!cClure was forgotten. His 
fai thful clrums wisely acknowledged this fonn of surrender by their 
l eader and life in Stuly D went on as before . But Handforth wasn't 
going to allow the :incident to be for gotten . Bobody was going to stand 
on his face and ge:t away with it. No, not Hendfort h 's . 

It was a hall holida,y t he next day arxl the a fternoon tumed out 
very sunny. As the match with Helllford was being fought away most of 
th e juniors had left St . Frank's oo see or pla.y in i t . Consequmtly , 
Factor fourd the Triangle bare when he emerged from the Ancimt House. 
Forrest and Co., having reached the conclusion t hat they were wasting 
their t ime dropped the new boy when they found him unwilling t o co-op­
erate and share his purse. They roped in Claude Gore-Pearce for t heir 
afternoon's entertainment which probably was questionable . Gore-Pearce 
being t he son of a parvenu millionaire, of f ered a spor ting chance at 
least of being miliced, 
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Au;iustus Parkin of the Sixth saw the nev boy a.'ld, having a very 

little ,mile ago passed Pitt on his way t o the match , wonderod bow "Pitt" 

could have r eturned so quickly . But ll8 the Sixth farmer =e nearer he 

detected soco slight difference in Facto r ' s attiwde th at was not usu.al 

in Pitt . 
After remaking on his likeness to Pitt of the Remove, Pa1'1dn, 

seizing the coonce to make tho new boy fag for him, asked if ha would 

go to the village Bild obtafo some thin8S fro:!, the shops . ParkiJl is 

Kemore •s friend and t hey take the line that fagging should not have 

been abolished at St . Frank' s. 
To Parkin'• astonislJDent be rec eived an nffirmative reply , and 

Factor departed for Bell ton whistling merrily . 
Parlcin imediately rounded up fellows of his own kidney like 

Grs.yron, Sims am Kennmore and decla.-ed the juniors were weakening. 

llhereupon plans were oade fo r restorin& the system of fagging at once. 

But I believe these false signs of the juniors subcltting to fai;eing 

for the seniors never can,a to sny good . Faggine was put down ,;ell and 

truly some tiJ:ie 817> when the boys fomed a secret society and thrashed 

those seniors who made the juniors fag for thon. 
Me81lwhile, the new boy had reached the stile at the bottoo of 

Bell ton Lane where he halted. Pulling a packet of cigarettes from bis 

pocket he withdre w one and lit up. 
It was a very lonely lane that stared b3ck at Factor, and nfter 

a while be threw down the finished cigarette and quickly ....de hiB way 

to the villogo . A plan b'"1 formed in his .-.ind em ;iudGing from the 

sai.rk that appear ed on bis fac e somebody was going to suffer . Fer it 

was an ugly transfonnation and entirely for ei&n to Pitt ' s countennnce. 

His resemblance to Reggie finished at once. 
Arriving at Bell ton he entered t he shop owned by llr. Sharpe , the 

irom cnger. After juggling about the several objects he threw them down 

with feigned disgust at the poor quality . The up-eming several bags 

of nails and screvs he scattered 1h11n over the floor . Old Sharpe , 

gazing in bevild e:noent, ran out free behind the counter and attecpted to 

grasp the boy he thought was Pitt of St. Frank ' s . Factor flew out onto 

tho lliGh Street am vanished. 
ne visi tcd cany shops snd on each occasion , 11S miotsken for Pi tt . 

And in each case did a certain 81Dount of daaa ge. llha teve r was th o new 

boy' s motive , or his reason for making the angry shopkeppers of Benton 

concentrate their fury on Reggie Pitt was a cystery . For it was obvious 

Dr. Stefford was very shortly going t o be informed of th9 destruction . 

Pitt was very well known b6th in Belltm and Bamrington . Concluded 

-· - nextm~ 
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~ 
Just as we f!P to press tbere 1 a the welcome sigh t of tho S,B,L ' s 

book an the bookstalls , Unfortunately it's t oo late "t9 have than 
r eviewed 1n thi s number I but we hope to be back to nomal ne.rt mont h. 

Yes, it ' s f!Pod to have t han bock for it's evidmt fl"Om the many 
l etters I have r eceived eince t hey wmt in to cold storage, they have 
been missed. 

Now, having got them, I hope you will r eed , mark, learn and 
inwardly digest the editor ' s remarlai wd warning , ill of you, new and 
ol d r ecdcrs , bock him up 1n every woy you possibly can so that the 
si6ht of th e S. B.1 1 s an the bookstalls ><ill gladden our hearts for 
many a yeax to ca:ie, 

I ""' sure, too , that all ol d ti mers will agre e that th e edito r 
deals with the subjec t of t he "old charac ter s • logically , convincingly 
and well . H, L, 

l!EARl'Y CaiGRA'lllIJ.TI<XlS TO BCil WHITER 

I strongly advise you to get hold of a copy of t he "Hot spur" 
fo r .august 8th , On P"80 19 you will see a page of ske tc hes by cur 
ovn ilob, under the~ all about the "Cowboy ' s Kit,• The;y nra 
really sup<?rb, with a real professional 1x:>uch about thei:., l!a,y they be 
th e first of IIIMY more, I f or one, know how hard he bas worked to 
ge1n you ambit i on. H. L • ........ 
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