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CASI! WITH ORDffl PCSTAGE EXTRA -
Gans (26) copies for any year Magnets 122~ 1227. Set COl!Iplete. 

Bandits on the Line . 29/6 1928 , 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 

Magnets 1247-1254. Interesting 
1933 all the sane price 60/ - per 

story concerning Flip of the 
26 copies . 

Second . 47/6 This month ' s Bumper Bundle con-

Magnets 12~1276 . Compl ete run. ta ins Magnets , G<ms, Boys ' 

68/- Friend , Boys' Realms, Marvels . 
82 copies - £6 6 0 

Magnets 129'7-1307. James Valen- Bound volume of Gems. Year tine 'Jim t he Penman• series 1928 containing 31 copies . complete . ':IJ/- £4 10 0 
llagnets 1330-1340. The Grey-

Yet anot her Bumper Bundle con- .1 friars Hikers. Complete. 35/- tains Triumphs , Aldine Disnond 
Magnets 13~ 1373. Vernon Smith Library . Bound vclume Marvels, 
versus a New Form Master. 45/- (no covers 26 copies); Sm - I 
~ sational Librarie s, s. o.r. •s. I Magnets 1404-1412 . Cokers 
Cousin ccxnes to Gr~a:rs and 

total 70 copies . £5 10 0 

Disgraces Him. 32 6 The Ca:rtophilic Raference 

IIBgnet s 1452-1456. A Christmas 
C:4!arette Ca:rd Catalogue , com-

series with Vernon Smith. 20/-
piled by I sland er. Vol. 1 
CX:001 - 01340 5/ -

':fJ Different copies of both 
A century of Cr eepy Stories 7-Magnets and Gems. ':fJ copies in 

all . 75/-. 1929/ 1940. 
Hutohinoons. 1178 pages . 15 -

9 vclums of early standard Large selection of Victorian 

-· ,,~ , ro, __ ,_ I"""!' .. ~·"'· - -
I girls OllII Annuals . £6 the lot, requll'ements. 

Va:rious Saturday Books especially Twilight s tori es by Rhoda 
tho se tjiat feature F. Richaros am Broughton. 5/ -
also the Union Jack , by Reg. Cox I A pa:rcel of Gems featuring both 

15/ - eaoh . St, Ji.m1s and Rookwood. 10 
60 copies C.D. from 41 to 120. 30/~ copies. 20/ -
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c/ o !CIU( DUPLICATING smv:I~ 
12.4. The Shambles, Yon<. 

• • • 
3rom the [di tor's 

OIGESr 
Price 1 a. 6d. 

<?hair 
A VERY INTmESTillG caTALCX:UE. The London O.B. B.C. end Roger Jenl<ills 
in particular, are to be heartily congratulated on the publication of 
their Catalogue.of Hamiltonian Lib r8l':f. Neatly printed v.i.th a green 
cowr , it gives a list of over 000 books. Members can borrow these 
for a mere 2d fo r weeklies, 4d mcnthlies , plus postage both ,rays . The 
Catalogue is complete up to .wgu.st, 1959, end some blank pages heve 
been added for the insertion of additions. Yes, a grand jo~ Roger , 
which nrust have required en enormous amount of time to complete. 

• • • • • 
SOMET!l1!IG NEii. Have you heard of "The Target Book for Boys?" Ven, 
I . h::dH't until Fred Sturdy of Middlesbrough told me abou:t it. I asked 
him for further details and here the y are: - "The Target Book fo r Boys" 
{Spring Books) Price 6/- , 11~ x Sf' - 254 pages. Stories include an 
eight chapter one of ~ "J. Bargain in Bikos " which 110uld appear 
to be original . Two ~ stories, OM Carcroft story . ill three 
probably original . 

In addition "The Rio Kid Rides Again" llhich first appeared in a 
"Tom Merry Annual•, Chapman drav.i.ngs. il so a Ken King story "J iJmlY the 
Sharlt"; also a reprin t . 

Finally there ere several othe r stories, authors unkno,m . I have 
nOW Beel\ a COpy in Bootlf and there I 9 no doubt 1 ts real vaJ.ue fo r the 
money. 

Further , Fred says there ' s another Annual also in Spring Books , 
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"The Bi;t Parade for Boyu" which contains a Greyfriars story featuring 
Horace Coker. 

Interesting, isn't it? 

• • • • • 
THINK OF J. CAPl'IOO. l!hclosed YoU will find a copy of an 8IIIU8ing 
sketch - haven I t we all hod such a drean at one time or anothe r ? It ' s 
t be won< of that liv....vire member wa;y out in Vancouver , John P . Davis, 
He SIJl!gests that you send in a suitable captio n . These to be juiged 
and th e one considered the best awarded a small priz e . Go to it -
cl osing date Nov<l!lber ,ot h. 

• * • * • 
THE A!lNUAL. October ! My goodness how th e time flie s ! However, the 
machine runs smoothl,y with DO hitches so far. Sinc e our last !llllllber I 
have rec eived Roger Jenkins ' "Decline and Fall of the Magnet, 1938 -
1940." It is Roger' e usual :i=culate style, and th ere' s a touch of 
patho s as he l eads up to that fa teful day ,men it was realised that the 
llai!net was DO more . 

Also t o hS>d is llsrry Bro ster •s •n,ey Came frc m Over th e Sea•, 
llhich tells of the coming of thooo we used to cal l th e "Colonial s" to 
the various schools. More engrossing reading f or the Hamilt on fans . 

And I can assure you that the Sexton Blake contributors are all 
hard at wo:tl<. 

Again, doo I t f orget t hose adverts , 

Youre sincerely, 

llllIBmT IEcxnIBY 

• • • • • 
GOOD !!DIS FOR BLAKE FANS. It is hoped that t he S.B.L's held up by the 
strike, will be issued at s.'lorter intervals so that they will be up to 
date by the end of Uie year • ...................................................................... 
UEGWTLY VJ.NTED FOR lll!l'IID!N SrorI ON LIBRARY. MAGlWl'S Nos. 10}6, 1038, 
1042, 11n , 1n o, 1131, 1132, 1133, 1134, 121a, 1219, 1226, 1221, 1257, 
1258, 1267, 1269, 1:!74, 1275, 1277; 7/6 each offered. Nos. 1565, 1571. 
1572, 1587, 1640; 3/6 each offered. 
llrite: G!JWD ALLISON, 3 BDlGLirr ROAD, MmsroN, IlKLSY • 

.Advertise in the ~ - 2d. word. 
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Bfah.iuna 
Conducted by J<mPHIIIE PA<Xl<JN 

27 Arclnale Road. East Dulwich1 London, s.E . 22, 

Since preparing last CIO!ltb' a Bl akiana I regret to ~ that Josie 

has had a major oper ation . She is making good progress , however , end 

at th e coment (Septanber 16th) is at a convalescent hospital at Mar­

gate . It will , or course, be sever al months before she can resume th e 

oonducting of Blakians , so I shall be doing it for har, 

As you will see, I have just csnaged to work in th e two instal­

mmts of Walter Webb ' s arti cle as Josie had lx>ped to do, 

INSTA!lffljT SIX 

LEN PACKl'.A!I , 

* • • * * 
cmroRY-M.AmlS 

(And a fev othe r interesting statistics) 
BY WALTER tJEBB 

\/AR YEf.RS 

In 1913 G. H. Teed set up tvo new records , Firs tly, wit,'1 18 

published stories, he had a total yearly aggregate unsurpassed by 8IJY 

ot her Sexton Blake autho r; secondly , with 17 in the UNION JACX alone 

he totalled a record number of stories by any one author in th e course 

of one particular year for that peper . 

Vere these records .,.,.... brokm? Vi th plans already lmder vey 

for the publication of the SEXTOO BLAKE LIBRARY, off ering yet another 

marl<et f or th e contri butors of Blake stories , t he first record at 

least was likely to be soon placed in j eopardy . Vi th the dawning of a 

new ere - the firs t World Var had just broken out - lot us review the 

Blake field as it stood Cl'I th e evo of those stupendous and momentous 

days , 
Of the 32 names of the authors who ere known to have chronicled 

Blake novels up to tha t time many had long since dropped out, the 

latest being Maxwell Scott. Only 13 remain , and these , in t.he order 

1n which they mede their appearance in th e fie l d , are as follovs :-

Hark Darran, Wi ll iam Murray Graydon, Arthur S, Hardy , Reginald 

Vra.y, E. Alais , Cecil ~r , Allan Blair , T. c. Bri<18es, Mark Osborne , 

Lowis Carlton , Andrew Murray, Edwy Searles Brooks - and the lates t 

recrui t, Gecrge llamilton Teed. As will be seen, Mark Darran was the 
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oldest established Blake m.ter at that particular time, but a cruel 
stroke of fate was to movo Murray Graydon into that exalted position 
before many more JDOntbs bad passed by . 

A somewhat puzzlillg feaiure about the 1914 recom of stories 
published during that year is the complete abeence of Graydon • s work . 
His inactivity might be explained by the fact that as the S.B. L. was in 
the course of being lalmched be was engaged in vri ting th e much longer 
novels for the early nll!lbal of that f1111ous magazine; or, it r:,ay be that 
he vas occupying the ed1 tori.al chair in a t6,iporary capacity . 

The m,;nber of contributors dropped s till further during 1915 
when Levis Carlton left . The explanation here by colleagues who vrote 
for him, md others in m editorial capacity who knev iwo, is that be 
left to play Blake on ei ther the films or st11ge. Ilia place was JDOre 
than adequately filled by the arrival of Jack Levis, better know to 
us as (33) LOOS JACXSON. 

Bull t on generous linos that in wbsequent years were to bo­
ccme something of a pro bl an, he illlmecliatel,y introduced that fascinating 
acto~~ - the mas~, Loon Kestrel, int o the pages of t he 
U.J. ~e Brooks, who, after two stori es in 1912, drifted t6,ipox-­
aril,Y into other fi elds for a cons iderab l e per i od, Levis ·oecame " con ­
sistent md regul,,r manber of the te811i, and until be departed to j oin 
the Navy in either 1 16 or ' 17 vas the chief oupport to Teed and Murrey 
during those dark am anxious months. In a letter I rece ived from him 
eome seven years ago , Mr. Levis confessed that Kestrel was his favour­
ite cbaraoter v~areation md develo pment in fictiro gave him the JDOst 
pleasure in vri t~. Levis Carlton, imo.l'9 knew erlranely well, ran 
lnllON JACK, PW(X and BOY' S JOORNAL under the direct or ship of V. H. 
Back, when he vas first invited to try hi s hmd at writing for the 
first- uamed paper, a:id it vas Back who publ ished hie very firs t Blake 
story, the excellmt •ease of the Cataleptic" in August , 1915 . At 
that time Carl ton vas often to be seen in Kingabridge, a part of Devon 
which vas his happy bunting ground for years. Subsequently, be took 
over the role of mine host at a Devonshire inn, probably in the neigh­
bourhood of Kingabridge, but since then ell traces of him have been 
lost. A burning question, tbia: what did eventually become of Levis 
Carlton vbo, in his capacity of editor md autho r , combined stage and 
film work, yet vi thout attaining outstanding l!Uccesa in any role? 

.lt the erid of 1915 the positioo of leading aithars was as 
follon: -

V. llurrey G~on ( 116) ; Mark Duran ( 86) ; .&ndrev JlulT&7 
(50); G. H. Teed (49) ; the latter v11h a yearly output of 16 stariea 



~~~~-~~~~~~~ 275~~~~~~~~~~~ 

just failing to equal the rec ord he set up two years previous ly. An­
other pro lific year fo r Murray as well , -.ho to pped the half-century 
mark two weeks before t he close of th e year . 

1916 introduced (34) ROBER!' MURRAY, son of Uilliam Murray Graydon, 
though i t i s quite probable that ho made his debut a little ear li er 
thsn thi s . However, "The Detective ' s Ordeal " in Sept ember of that 
yoar vas definitely by hie , and, lacking concrete evidence of poss i bl e 
earlier appearances , this must be regard ed as hi s first Blako s tory . 
A lively writ er, with a convincing s tyl e, the younger Graydon was a 
decided asset t o a growingly tal ented Blak e team in 1'hich Kestre l 
sto ri es wer<> out st anding , mntching in quality t he splendid work of 
G, H. Toed >dth hia stories of Yvonne and i!urton Jlo,mer. A notablo 
sto ry in t he closing days of 1916 was "In Doubl e Harness " when Robert 
Fl)llTay introduced his new "Ye.rd" characterletectiv<>-Inspector Coutts, 
together with Nelson Lee and Nipper world.ng in co-operntion wit h th eir 
fa,,ous Baker Stre et counterparts . 

In 1917, the Sexton illake Library began to get into i t a stride ; 
ilith erto it s a ,pearaoces had been confined to only one issue per mont h 
duri J18 the f i rst half of the preceding year , being increased to two in 
th e seoooo half. 

Tho 1914-18 conf lict took heavy toll of British live s and it was 
in evi tabl e t hat i t s rev erberations should be f elt in the Blake f ie ld; 
so it i s sad t o recall t hat having reliqui shed the pen for th e sword , 
Bloke ' s old est estab li shed writer at that time, >'.ax!t Darran , died in 
Fr n.oce , in th e execution of hi s duty to hi s King and Country. Ot her 
h9= by no means distantly associated wit h the Blake papers , who 
fell ::.n the uniform of th e Bri tish sol dier on forei gn soil , were 
An:told Panting , who edited the BOYS' rnmrn for a short spell, ard 
St ephen H, A(!new, a popular contributor to CHUNS, Darran ' s first and 
only contri bution t o th e S.B.L. in J nnuary 1917 was hi s l as t publi shed 
Sexton Blake sto ry, and at the time of his death - beli eved by Hr. L. H. 
Pratt to have occurred in 1917 - his t otal contributions in t he Bl.aka 
f ie ld stood at 86 novels . Could he have been spared , th ere i s no doubt 
t hat ha would have become the second Blak e author to pass t he cen tury 
r.:mrlc. 

With hia passing , Andrew Hurray moved into se cond place, wit h 
G.H. Teed third , Consis t ent appearances wit h ysm s of Aubrey Dexter 
a: Kathleen Mn.itland took Mark Osborne into fourth oosi tion . 1917 saw 
yet anothe r recruit (35) SWIEY DRDI - or did he al.so !'!'Pear earlier? 
and the more regular appearances of Fdwy Searles Brooks . The temporary 
severance of his connection with the U ,J. and S. B,L. by Levi s Jackson, 
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when he BD9"ered the call, was immediately followed by th e departure 
of G.H. Teed whose absence was to last ni€h on f i ve years. At the time, 
Teed was racing neck am neck with Andrew Murray for the hcnour of 
beoonung the second author to write 100 Blak e s tories , and, at the end 
of 1917, had contributed 75 novel s to Murray ' s 76, due to a fine burst 
of stories totalling 17 - just short of th e r ecord he set up in 1913. 

The triple los s of Darran, Jackson and Teed was acut ely felt, 
for i t resulted in a defini te dec line in the quality of the average 
Blake story, t hough one did reap some consolation from the younger 
Graydon' s enthusiastic styl e - which, unfortunate l y, was to da111pen very 
considerably in later years. 

\Ii th tho ending of the war and the beginning of ll!lother er a -
t he rearing • twenties - the curt ain is again rung down temporarily , 
t he lead~ positions st onding thus: V. Murray Graydon ( 148); Andrew 
Murray (86); Mark Osborne (4 6) . 

* * * * * 
R:X:RUITS GALORE! 

The ending of the war, and t he unemploymeot crisis which develop ed 
afte r the cease f ir e , coincided with a perfec t avaloncho of bu:iding 
au the rs cr ashing in t o 9"ell s till furth er the r onks of Bl ake 1 a 
chronicl ers . First cmie an author known as (36) CEDRIC WOLFE, who was 
follo1<ed seve ral months later by th e famous (37) A.liTIIONY SKlllE, woll ­
known for his fine tales of Zenith t he Albino , ond other popular chara ­
cters. Lewis Jackson returned after his service with the Royal Navy 
and continu ed with his Kestrel stories , both in the pages of the UNICll 
JACK and in th e Sm' Cil BLAKE LIBRARY. ln ·November 1919 came another 
young and ra w r ecruit, (38) mCH.'.KL POOLE whose appearD.llcc, it wus to 
transp ir e , were to be very few and far beween , end then a month l ate r, 
in the peges of t he S.B.L. an ol d-tim e aut hor - he wrote fo r t he U.J. 
in 1896, mme his appearencc. He was ( 39) OLIV»! IImLA!ID. 

In 1919, Andrew Murrey guve his contemporaries a stiff task by 
setting up a yearly target of 14 novels in the S.B .L. alone, following 
thi s up with a furth er 12 in 1920 . B<.r the eod of that year he had 
contributed no less than 43 novels of round about 6o, OOO word each fo r 
the Library - I\ really fin e achievemen t, since he wa5 also writing 
r egular l y for the U.J. at th at tioo as well. Having r ecen tly accom­
plished the task of writing over 100 Blclce sto ri es for th e U.J. thus 
becoming the secor>:l. autho r to do so, he was then well in the :running 
t o compiling a similar t otal in the S.B.L. But th e sams of time wore 
running out f or Andrew Murray; his heal th was not t oo good at t his 
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stage of his career, and, near t.l:ie end, a. ghost-writ er hnd to t ake over 
his charact ers in tw U .J., though his appearan ces in too Library 
continued unbroken . I/ell i,1 sigh t of his century for th e S .B.L . al one 
early in t he ' tvcnties , did he ultim ately achie ve tlmt honour? Time 
al one would t ell , 

Two new faces in tr.e S. B.L. renk s in 1920 - first (40) PIERRE 
QUIROULE, ot herwise W. li . Sayer , who conceived and introduced the 
King's Spy, Granite Grant , into bot h th e pages of th e S. B. L. and U. J, 
during a run of regul ar appearances la st i.'lg six years; and (41) 

'IRI:'/OR C. 1iIGUALL, we!.1- known sports ' writer , who wrote two novels for 
the S.B.L. and n:any more for the vari ous boys ' pape,:,s. 

!JI a letter he 1,rcte nine yea.-s ago, . Trevor Wi gnall to ld me t hat 
a youngster named HO!'JE-GALL was edito r of ti., S .B.L. when his stories 
were a~ceptod for publio ation in the Library in 1920 , so the claim 
put forward on behalf of Len Pr att to t he effect that he held unbr oken 
office from 1915 t o t.>ie handing over t o \I . Howard Baker in 1955 seems 
incc,rrect . On his own admission , Len Prat t saw service with the 
BI'. t ish .1<:rriy in France , so , obviously , he could not have hcl d -the 
e<ii t.:irship unbrokenly as claimed . Home-Gall (he was t!:le son of t he 
vet eran author of t he sa.~e nane) also r an the BOYS' FRll:}iD, and Trevor 
W: ;:n,J.l recoll ecteJ th a t Jchn Nix Pc:it occw had charc;e of th e BO"l'~ 1 

REU}I at the s...-,e tiine , 1<ith W. Murray Grcylon as his assi s ton t. lfhen 
Pent elow relinquished t he pos t, Thooas Bu:-ke, fa:aous as t he aut hor of 
"Ll..L:~house Ni ghts " tcok over, thoCUI his stay in office was extr ooiely 
brief , 

Posi ti on of the leading aut hors and th eir total contril,,1tions 
at the ai d of 1920 stood as follows: - ll, ~!urray Graydon (168); 
Andrew ,br ray (1?.4); t-!ark Osborne (63) ; Rcile!'t llm-ray (4 8) . 

Ea=ly in 1921 anothe r candidate mtered the field , (42) L. H. 
Brooks , brother of the mor e widely known Edwy Searles , though his 
inclusion is frau gh t wit h uncertainties as t o t he genuineness of his 
claim for a place in the Blake saga . The pro blem of the ho Brooks 
f ozms the basis of an i...-1teresti..~ debate , am such is it s importance 
as pe!'t of this re oord that it cannot be dismis sed in a few brief 
sentences. Personally , in view of t he astounding si:ri. lar i ty in style , 
I f :iP.d it i;:ipossib l e to believ e t hat L.H. and not E. S . wrote certai.>l 
stories r ecorded as being t he foroer• s work in both the U,J , and S. B.L. 
Tl•Je , there was an effort , certainly on ti>:, part of t he au~hor , not the 
pu!>lishers , to disguis e the fact that only one pai r of han:is had been 
enga3ed in tu.ming out t he sto rie s - this being in t he int::od·..1ction of 
a new Scotland Yard official - but every s t ory, ei t iler official.1¥ 



~~~~~~~~~~--~ 'l7ra-~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

reco rded as being E.S. Brooks, or L.H. Brooks, simpl y screamed of the 
fonner ' s participation in i t, 

As i s gooerally known, E.S. B. introduced into nearly all his 
lialdo stories his famous ' Yard character, Chief Detective-Inspecto r 
Lennard, whilst into most of t he stories purported to have been written 
by L.R. B. a character knmm as Detective-Inspec t or Dickson - also of 
the ' Yard - was introduced , this fact alone serving to keep alive the 
single spark of doubt that there were indeed to separate aut hors re­
la t illg these tales . The only ot her fact or perhaps, was that in vi ew 
of their close relationship , the gi ft of expression may have been equ­
ally divided between than; but, if so , why did one become f,inous and 
the othCl' remain llllkno1«1? Relationship is neithe r proof of equality 
nor of similarity , as will be found when the resp ective styles of 
Captain Frank H. Shaw and his brother , Stan l ey (Gordon Shaw), which 
are qui te marked , when coopered . Then again with S. Claric e Hook and 
his son , R. Clarke Hook ; and yet again in th e caoo of R.S. Warren Bell 
and his bro th er, John Keble Bell ("Kebl e Howard"). But of them all it 
wuld be difficul t to find a b1-r contrast in styles ttian thos e of 
the Murray Graydons , Willi am and Rober t. The rbythl:l of the one "35 

completely in opposition to the other , and if William, the fa th er , 
can be sai d to have been t he better writer , then Robert the son , was 
by far the more entertaining and enterpriaing, 

What has se t the seal of conviction on E. S. Brooks having written 
all the sto ri es adjudged the work of L.H., is the fac t that, according 
to the r eco rd s of tre A. Press , a st ory, with not Lennard as the 
offic i al detective but Dickson , was presen t ed fo r public ation in t he 
S.B.L, by E.S. B. , so i t seems pre tty obvi ous t hat if the l atter wrote 
one novel in which he introduced this particular char ac t er, he wrote 
tho l ot , fo r it is asking too much of one to accep t th e fact that two 
autho rs, mithers or not, could have the same excellent a.'ld individual 
wey of pr esen ting a novel . After all , no au th or could write l ike 
Charles Hamilto n, and I venture t o st a t e that no one could write like 
Fdwy Searles Brooks either - and remain a compl et e fail ur e ; so , t o t ho 
Blake devot ee who keeps a r ecord of such t hings as titl es and authors 
of same, the remedy is pl ain - assum • .L. H. Brooks" to be a pen- name 
of Edwy Sear l es and leave i t at that, 

Five other aut hors , and possi bly a sixth , wer e first heard of 
as Blake writ ers in 1921, when Bl ake, having reached the peak of his 
popularity, tile number of issues of the S.B. L. from September onwards 
vas increased to five , In tr oduction now fo r (43 ) F . ADDDCTON S'lMONm, 
soon to tak e over the editorship of a new pap er called the CHAMPION; 
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(44) ALFRED EOOAR, a cleve r wri ter of boys' sto ri es ond ~opular with 

read ers other thnn thooe of the NEI.SOl1 LEE! LIBRARY! (45) S. GORDON 

SHAW, brother of th e famous Captain Fronk H. Shaw and (46) COO'l'l'S 

BRISIWIE, 1dlo penned some la t er Blakes ulldor the nme of Roid Whitl y. 

Towards tho md of tho year (46) H. GJUX:ORY HILL orrivad. , and into 

his firs t story introduced the voll - lmoim Indian crook , Gunga Dass . 

Faced with a story mtitlod •State Socrets", published in the 

S.B. L. in October of t he same year , is to bo confr onted with somothing 

of a probleo as well , for the author is kno•n to have been W .B. Bom&­

Gall. But which of t he two Home-Gall' s was it? The fathe r who wrote 

as Reginald Wra.y, or the soo? The latter , born William Bol ingbroke 

Hoce-{)all , in Hl94, joined th e A. Press in 1912, and , according to 

Trevor ll~al l, was t he yow,g edito r who accepted his Sexton Blake 

sto ri es in 1920. Be was with the A.P. unti l 1939 and edited tho CIIIJ1!S 

ANNUAL fo r that year . 
1922 pronised to be quite an eventful. yeax, for not only was it 

to marlc th o debut of one of t he most popular contrib ut ors of all t ime, 

but G. B. Teed was to stage a cost illlprossivo come-back; and so , to 

conclude , here are the present records of tho leading authors , as 

near as can be ascertained . Detcl l s : 
W. Murrey Graydon ( 183) ; Androw Kurray ( 139); Mark Osborne 

(65) ; Robert Murray (53), and Cecil Hayter (52) • 

.. . ................................... . .......... . ........... .. , •• ,., 111 

Q,UDlY COR;,"ER. In lln€not TI6, there was an ad·,ert for a story by P . G. 

Wodehouse, to be published shortly in the Boys ' Friend . Can anyone 

give the title and i£ i t was subsequently published in book fom? 

Also , were any other Wodehouse stories published in the Boy' s paper s? 

A. W. RHODES, BRITISH DiEASSY, BOh~I, B.1.P . O. 19. 

"Can OllY reader help me sol ve th e foll owing problem . Ther e was a 

Greyfriars story published about 1925-8 - a double l ength one - dealing 

wit h the i'mous Five at Chri stmas spending the vacation at one of their 

homes. The old home was isolated by a snow-stom - and there was also 

a haunting . This was not the "Mystery of llharton Looae" No. 1038, 

1928." Mzy cl ues would be welcome. 

W. O.G. LOFTS, 56 SBDUl;G!IAM HOOSE, LISSOI sma:I' , LONIXllf, N.W.1. 

~ Spring .ilooks, dust cover complete, Tom Merry ' s Triumph , 

Through Thick and Thin , Di sa,ipearance of Tom Merry. Wri t e , state 

price . 
J .s. HOOHES, 184 LEYBOUR.~E ST!lEET, CHEUm!, BRIS!WIE, AUSTRALIA. 



HAMILTONIANA 
Compiled by IIERBEllT LEXXOOY 

Mr. F, .t.d~on Symonds, first editor of the Champion recently 
had a talk vi th Frank Richards, Here is a brief account of it. Every­
one will be delighted to hear that he is evidentally in a good state of 
heal th and as energetic as ever, 

llhile spending a holiday recently 111 th my good friend Fr,,nk 
Pettingell , I had the pleasure of meeting Frank Richards at his home 
in K.inesgate, It vas my first personal contact vith him, for we had 
never actually met during my Fl eetvay House days . Over t ea end cakes , 
kindly provided by his channing housekeepe r, we talked about cabbages 
and kings , not to say Billy Bunter , f or some two ho\ll's or so. I found 
Mr. Richards engB(:ed upon one of his many hobbies ( he is a man of 
diverse interests) - that of translating classic and popular verse 
into Latin and even composing music for some of the rhymes - in fact , 
he sang two or three of the songs to me! He said th,s t he is now 
•getting frightfully old" but I found little evidence of it , The 
burd en of t he yat>rs sits lig htly upon his outwardly frail , but actually 
very li vely, figure and his alert mind and witty conversation -..ould put 
many much )'lunger men to sha:ie, He tells ms that he st ill tends his 
garden and i s an incurable addict in the matt er of singing in his bath ! 

Of the iJ:m>ortal Billy Bwiter he spoke vi th the re l uctance of a 
natural modesty , but it is obvious that, to him, as to c=tlcss others , 
the fat Ovl of the Remove is a very real and living person . Vhcn I 
came away, I got tho in:prossion that our beloved Frank Richards i s good 
for ma.'1,Y more years yet, and I shall l ong tr easure the memory of ,mat 
was , for ""'• a rt>re end delightful occasion • 

• .. * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVmsIAL 

(In thi s series, Eric Feyne touches on certain matters of interest to 
students of the Hncilton papers, He gives his own superficially. If 
you 11111 wri to to biJ!:, expressing your opinions on the t opics ho 
discusses , he 11111 summnrise renders • views in a future issu e . ) 

No, 31. PRTh'TER1S PIE A.'ID .ilJTHOR'S ERRORS, 

Printer's errors were surprisingly few, and when one considers 
the amount of reading msttor furnished at so l ow a price, snd it woul d 
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seec certain that the ~ted Press a:,ployed "re aders" - th oso 

patient gm tlmen "'10 pl ollgh throllgh o printed work to correct any 

mistakes which cay have been made with t"JP&-se tt ing . 
There i s , however, little evidence that revis ers were used . 

With some expert re "lisi on, soce of the substitute stories could have 

been cade CIUch more readable tha.~ they were. 
One of t he most inexplicable mistakes that was allow ed t o pas s 

was in a white-eover llagnet , whm a substitu te writer ruu:ied Rylcombe as 

t he sta ti on for Gr eyfri ars , and ChaJC811 drew t he cover , showing the 

station pl atfom with the vord "Rylcombe" screll!ling across th e na:i&­

board . 
The carelessness of the aut hcr was in excusabl e , but such a 

glaring erro r could hardly have bee\ passed if a revi ser bad been 

ruployed before th e sto ry was put in prin t . 
It is easy for any write r - good, bad or indifferent - to make 

a slip . Soioo years ago I descrited champagne being poured frru, 
1 
a 

decante r, am a rovise r, with gentl e saroasm, e14uired politely 

whethe r, in t he part of the world of "'1ich I was writing, it was 

customaiy to decan t chsl:ipagne. There is littl e excus e for a writer 

to lMke such a very stupid mistake , but th ere is no excuse at all f or 

anything of th e sort getting into print . 
Frank Richards , in"Bunter t he Stovavey" (South Seas Seri es) , 

wrote : "Even as he was about to stop forth , he started back , liko a 

r abbi t into o burrow, " That, lik e such a cornont as "Tom Morry shook 

his curly head" i s oorely one of th oso littl e things t hat find s its 

vey into the "Printer's Pi o" columns of hw:'Orous papero , It can bo but 

r arely that a cocpe t ent wri tor like Frank Richards has over producod 

anything suitable f or Print er ' s Pie , but in th e catter of MDes , we fir.d 

some in congruiti es , 
A classic instance is that Cousin Flthel was callod Maynard on 

her f irst appearan ce, and thereafter becar..e Clovelard. I t hardly sooi:s 

credi ble that t he author can have fo rgotten th o name he had gi von th e 

young lady only a shcrt ti oe pr evi ously . Then why did i t happen? It 
i s one of those points "'1ich Kr, llalliltoo could cle ar up for us . 

In the 1939 llaei>et, llr , Voose became Mr. Voose y, and Bunter ' s home 

town of Reig ate became Redgate . Vas this due to editorial di.. ""ect ion ? 

(just possi bly) or auth or ' s for getfulness? (unl ike ly) or printer ' s 

errors? ( very unl ikely) . Ther e just seeced no r eason at all f o1· the 

changes . 
In the first quarter of this century, our author had a t endency 

fo r the repe t ition of names, in explicable in a wey. Down the years , 
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when a cardsharpe r was required in connec ti on wit h Greyf riars, St . Jim' s 
or P.ookvood, he vas usually rueed Captain Punter. This, in f act , vas 
a poin t or t hat stories of the three schools vere coming from the Sa!!le 

facile pm. 
At Clavering, in th e Spring of 1907, reade r s cet Mr. Quelch 

(fornHMSte r ) , Wingate {school capt ain ), North (pr efect) . At Grey­
friars early in 1900, reade r s met Mr, Quelch (form-mas te r ) , Wingate 
(school captain) . North (prefect) , It i s icpossible t o understand the 
autho r repeating Il8"\es in this fashion , in such a short space of time , 
One ,mnders whether read ers of that day not iced it, 

Sir Hilton Popper vas described as a land owner near St. Jir.1' s , 
clawing ownership of on island in th e River Ryll . Not much l a t e r, he 
was a landowner near Greyfriars , claiming possession of an i sl.am in 
th e River Sark . Vas this due to s lipshod writing? (surely not) , for­
getfulne ss? (possibly) , a belief of th e auth or that he was writing fo r 
an ent ire ly new batch of read ers? (per heps) . 

During the first decade of th e centu:ry , Mr. Hamilton wrote oome 
sto ri ca sbout two charact ers na:iod Redfern and Owen Lawrence , Lat er, 
we find three characters , named Redfern, Owen and Lawrence introduced 
at St, Jim ' s . 

Most puzzling of all is t he nme of t he l eading charact er in the 
School Friend storie s - Barbara Redfern . llJ\}' on earth V&S the name 
Redfern used ye t again? 

In his "Replies in Brief" in the School Friend , one finds the 
Edi tor continual!¥. announcing "Barbara Redfern is not related to Red­
f em of St, Jil:11 s.1 

It could be , of cours e, t hat Mr. llamlton ori ginal ly intended 
Barbara t o be the sist er of Redfern of St , Jim ' s. Against this is the 
fnc t that Redfern was a scholarship boy, fro o: a London Council School -
though this poin t was never lnbourod , and was l os t in the mists of 
t ime - and, even in t he very early School Friend tales , Barbara was 
obviously the dau81>ter of well - to-do parents . 

It is possib l e that, in t hose days, the author had a special 
affec ti on for certain Il8Ces, and f ound th ee irresi stiblo? Is tha t why 
Huilee S:ingh came to Greyfriars from a defunct series, and Levison 
expelled from Greyf riars, r e-appeared at St, Jim' a7 In the case of 
Inky, it is understaniab l e that the auth or did not wish t o lose oo 
original a characte r . Yet lonidos , who was also extrmely original , 
disappeared from t ho Magnet during it s infancy. 

Oddcent s of repetition in nomenclature , and t here are many ot hers, 
beyond thos e menti oned in this article, do not affect Mr. llar.rl.lton' s 
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unasooilable position os th e grea t es t lloys ' writer of our tine . But 
th ey are an interesting s tudy for the odd co!!lOl\t s . 

It's just cy poin t of viev, What's yours? 

* • • • ... 
CC!ITROVIBSIAL m!OES 

No. 29, IB.JlK RICHARDS' WRITING LIFE. 

RCGm JlllKil lS vri tos: "I agre e vi th you vhol oheartedl,Y about Frank 
Richards' Autobiogra phy. To the coll ecto r it seer.is to be only ono 
sn:ell bi to a t a very lar ge and succulent cherry, and vc are ell greedy 
f or r.10r c. 

Not so l ong ego the r e vos a fascinating correspondence in th e 
Tim s about a rod Hagnet story in which 11.!lrry Wharton twi sted bis 
waistc oat- button when he vns perpl exed, The l eader vri tor recellod 
that one of 'Jharto n • s enecies cut off tho vi tn1 button just bef ore an 
oxsc , vit h the result that ho put up a poor show. Readers of tho C,D, 
will renecber Charl es l!ar.dl ton I s explanat ion of th e actual facts on 
which th e inciden t was based . 

Again , in a l e tter t o ro sorac years ego, Mr. !lam.lton sta t ed 
that t he Ravenspur Grango serie s was vri tt en because th e editor hod 
aslmd for something in the Edgar Wallac e style , but Mr. Hamilton never 
f elt altoge th er happy about tho rceult , and t he experiment was not 
repe nted. 

These are th e i t et:l!l which coll ect ors find so f ascinatizlg. li we 
could have a whol e seri es of background stori.cs of thi s nature, what 
a f oost for the Gods it would be!" 

G!XlRGE SELLARS write s : "Fronk Richards ' lfri ting Life would be a very 
fascinating book for us n1l to read . I sinc erely hope that he will 
bo abl e to ffad t:iJJle to write it, eith er in book foro or for the C.D. 
Armunl . I would not be a t all surprised to l eern , when he gives us 
his 'Writing Lif o' that he spent soe:e of his schooldays in Canada. I 
believe , fro i, what Gerry Alli son wrote about thi s in tho 1957 Annual, 
that he i s of the sa,:,c opini on as myself. 

Only Frank Richerds knows t he ll.lU.WOr to questi ons lik e th ese , 
and, far thi s ro ason el one, we should keenly welcome F.R' s Writing 
Lif e .• 

JOHN TOMLINSOO (on an earli er t opic) writes: "I agree mtir ely with 
you that th e GEl!l s tage became overcrowded. I r ece ntly reod a Gem of 
1918 , llhich, it appears, ... a a Pentel ov st ory. It featured almos t 
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every chllrac t er in Junior School , It was called "The Block Sheep of the 
Shell " ll!ld Ill though Hacke ll!ld Crooke were supposed t o be tho central 
ch,-u-acters, t he major md cino r per sonalities just swamed liko fli es in 
the story . Jack Blake could not speak wit hout ' snapping ' ll!ld Racke , 
Crooke and Grundy semed to have swall owed dictionari es , Per sonally, 
t oo, I a::, not int.or es t ed in Royl ance , Durrance, Kerrui sh, lla!Eond, '.lild ­
r eke , Julian , Reilly, and all t he r est who ceandored in and out of this 
wretched tale. I think it is tile wrst Ga:, I have ever read . " 

mrc FAYNE adds : "Fr ank Richard s has stated that he never visited thA 
Americas , ' Frank Richards ' Schoold ays ' was fiction - and r eally grand 
fict ion , at that . " 

* * * * * 
"BilllTffi COMES FOR CHRISTMI.S" 
!rank Richnrds (Cossell 8/ 6) 

A Christens story by Prank Richnrds , with th e scen e set at 
Wharton lodge, walks along the snowy Wi:,.ford l anes , fu.» and gaces in 
llho.rton' s den , nnd t ho immaculate I/ells being cor.ipell ed to"tnlk severe" 
to one of his underlings, will bring a sigh of entir e sa tisf action fr om 
nil of US, 

Tho story i s an abbreviated r .,_hash of the facous "Attic" s er ies 
of t he early thirtie s - ll!ld why not? Tho Attic series was pr obably th e 
best Christlna s fare that th o Magnet ever presen t ed, and in this new 
version t hor e ar e original sequenc es , like B1mtor ?\.--placing a cake which 
ho pur l oinod , t o give it eddi ti onal cham. 

In the opening chapt er s , it i s mooti oned seve ral tir.10s that Court ­
fi old is onl y a ui l e froc Greyfriars . It seems lik ely that th e autho r 
really ceant Friardalo . If Courtfield is only a mil e froc the school, 
th er e would seem no point in a traveller catching a l ocal train hence 
to Friardale. I t is a minor detail, however . 

"Bunter Comes fo r Cbristt:laS" is a delicious, seasonabl e frolic , 
with delightful atmospher e, and I shall be surprised if it is not the 
cos t popular post-war Bunter book. Truly th e first substantial ingred ­
i ent for a very merry Chri stmas. 

* * * * * 
RrnULT OF QUIZZLE No, 10. Sol ution to Clue Dow: "The Cl assical Sid e ," 
Hidden words: "Fun arrl Gaaes at Courtfi old Station, " First correct 
soluti on was received from Gerald Alli son, 3 Bingl ey Road, Mens t on 
llkl ey , Yor kshir e , to who:,: 5/ - has been sent . 
Northern 50 points; Loooon 30 points; Merseysi de 20 points. 



QUIZZLE No, 11 

The l et t ers in th o nucberod squares, if 
placed in sequence in tho l ower grid, 
,'ill spell out 11 shocking C0"1lE!l t by 
Mr. Prout. 

CLUE DOlll!: It took llarry Wharton ond 
~ crack them, (4, 2, 10) 

CLUES ACROOS: 

A. Descriptivo of &ll. thy 1s favourite 
jnunts , 

B. Tho kind of Fourth thnt Templo 
graces . 

c. J.. boatmm of Pegg, 
D. St. Jw.es•e. 
E. Skinnor novor di d this up if ho 

could hel p it, 
F, Mons, Charpentier is , to us , 
G. The Rio Kid carries C!Ol'O than ono , 
H. Lovoll seldoc hes a good one , 
I . What Mr. Quelch did with hio te e th, 

according to Bunter , 
J, They need hllres to e-.ake game, 

~ - --- - - - - - --

1 

K. Cain spat for Kildare ond 
1 , 2 3 ! 4 'j 5 6 •7 I ai 9 i10 Bulkel ey. 
11112 13 ;14 -15 16 17 18 ,19 :~ L. Bl ogg surely cnrri cs one, (6,3) 

. 
21 122 123 ,24 ,25 26 7 j;:s: M. The Bounder' s del!lClll'lour i s 

fishy nt heart , 
Ii . Fishy, but not cusicel. 
o. !1car llharton Lodge, th ey fall at Christr.las time. 
P, Turfed out! 

* * • * * 
Vri t e on a postcnrd the words in th e l ower grid ard tho answer to t ho 
Clue dollll. 5/- to tho sender of th e first correct sol uti on r eceived 
by t he editor , 

• • * * * 
2 Schoo1<lirl 1s Own Annuals (1925) scl e or exch81J80 siailar of other 
years, 
PJ.LMm, 489 LEEDS ROAD, TIIJ.OCLEY, BRJJ);'ORJ), IORKS!!IRE, 
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Foreword: 

I l-!!21' GIDEGE RICHMOND S/>1-IWAYS - PART 3 
BY W, O. G. LOF'l'S 

~ next fow instolnents in this artic l e will be in t he form of 
t hat well !mown T.V. progr81Il1Je "I WANT AN ANSIID!." The celebrity 
thi s time is of oours e, Mr, Samways, and since I fir s t met him I must 
have asked him hundrods of diffei'Ellt questi ons - all in connec tion with 
the Magnet end Gan. He has answerod all of th em quite willingly and 
f r ankly , and it is llzy' hope that most of the e will be the same type thst 
the majority of read ers would have asked . In case there are any con­
trove r sial questions or otherwise , tha t I cay have overl ooked, I here­
by extend an invitati on t o any r eader ,no cares t o writ e to me, when I 
promise that the query in question will be f orwarded on t o Mr, Sm:ways, 

Q, Can you t ell me e.'tllctly the years in wich you were actually on 
t he st aff of the "Magnet • and "Gan"? 
A, "I can speak with auth ority and first-hand knowl edge of th e 
years 1914 (latter hal f) 1915, 1916, 1919 , 1920, and the first hal f of 
1921. After t his dat e l took up froo-lancing, but still continued to 
writ e sto ri es fo r t he "Magnet" "Gem" "Penny Popular " "Greyf ri ars 
Heral d" "Holiday Annual" and other Companion papers until 1926, when 
I ceas ed to write boys fiction . • 

Q. You certainly have cleared up th e mystery of why Arthur Courtne y 
was ki lled off in th e "Magnet" - but as this sub,ject has been the most 
controversi al in our circle for years - could you t e ll ce whet her you 
yours elf agreed with t ho decis i on - being a gr oat l over of al l t he 
char ac ters , 
A, "I have no wish to beooce involved in a cont ro versy regarding 
th o fate of Courtn ey of t he Sixth . His unt imely te te seems to have 
caused a great deal of heartbuming , and Pentel ow in par ti cular has 
been castigated fe r it - rath er unju stly , I think . Arthur Courtney , 
was not regarded as a jl'Ominent and popular char acte r like George llin­
gate - indeed, he may be sai d to have been Wi.ngate's shadow. Frank 
Coort eney on th e othe r hand , was a colourf ul , likely personality , ruxl to 
have killed him off would have been less pardonable. Vhil s t I have 
every sympat hy with t hose who mourn th e fate of Courtney , I ~ f eel 
satisfied in my own r.lind that what was done was in th e best intere st s 
of the "Magnet,• 

Q. One of the most popular features ever t o nppesr in th e "Magnet" 
was the "Greyfriars Gallery . • !hi s has always been credited to John 
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Nix Pente l ow, but I have heard i t suggested that you Ind soae hand in 
i t s produ c ti on - coul d you enlighten "" about this? 
A, "Whils t working in th e "Magnet" Office, I compil ed a f ull lis t 
of Greyfr iars characters vi th their corre ct Chri s tian names, in ord er 
to obt ain ccnsistency . I also devised a I:l8p of Kent , shoving the 
exact l ocation of Gr eyfr iars , the vill.oge of Friardale , and the rilllrket 
town of Courtf ield, I have no doobt tha t Pent el ow us ed all this in­
formation as a basis fo r the Galle ry he compiled late r, The or iginal 
id ea was to provide a guide fo r substitu t e wri t er s of "Magnet" stories, 
and to ensure correct nomenclature of Mmes and pl aces , I certainly 
don • t wish to take any of the credit away from Mr. Pent elov - who 
certainly knew tha Grey1'riars characters as well as any one." 

Q, Which paper had the largest circula t ion - the "N,:gnet or "Gen" ? 
A, file "I·lagnet ' s" cir cul atio n was al ways considerably higher t hen the 
"Gan" - at l eas t during the whol e tir .:e I uas connected vi th t he paper . 
Occasionally, the gap would be reduced somewhnt, but I can neve r rm ­
eml:er the "GeI!I' gaining ascendancy at any time." 

Q, Can you tell me anythl,,g interesting of how you cSIJe to create 
t he sch ool of St , Sam' s - a very popular ">lagnet" feature , 
A. "llhat can I really te ll you about the above school and Dr. 
Birchemal l ? except that the name of the sch ool was t oken fr oo t he firs t 
part of my surneme - and that the idea in the first pl ace j us t clll:!e to 
me in a Uash . I pictured oyself as Dickie Nugent , atta:ip t ing to 
write school yo.ms in his wei rd and wonderful spelling , I very much 
.., joyed writing the stories , and a::, gl rul that the y gave deligh t to 
others - particularl y the Rev, Pourui you mention ." 

Q. llbat was th e most popular character ever to appear in the "i-!agnet• 
judging by reade r s le t ters - also the most disliked . 
A, "From memor ies of r eaders le t ters on the subjec t - I would affinn 
most io phatical l y that Bob Cherry was the I!IOst popular characte r a t 
Grey1'riars, I cannot state vi th auth ority w o was t he oost disliked -
but it 1188 very probab l e Fis her Tarlton Fish , 

Q, Knowi,,g your great l ove of th e llrunilt on scho ol s - would you say 
that ~har l es 11,,milton was the grea t est schoo l story wri t er ever? 
A, No, I would not say that Charle s Hamilton was the bes t wri te r of 
school stor i es ever , I would say tha t he was the ~Titer of the bes t 
l oved school stories ever ; and that , I think , is e fine r t ri bute-:-­
l!amilton •s sto ri es certainly made an impact on my l ife , mor al l y and 
epiritually . They "did something to me," in oy impressionob l e schoo l -



bay days , that I find difficult to put int o words , My f avourit e school 

st orJ is "The Hill " by Horace Anncsley Vnchell , I also greatly enj oyed 

"David il nize " by E. F. Benson and "J eremy at Crale " by Hugh Walpole . 

But at heart I ""' a true ilru:iiltonian!" Continued next CIOJlth. 
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418, 428, 45?., 455, ,,61, 466, 47,,, 4'.' i . 
FlUC FAYllE, "EXCi::!.SIOR HOU~E" GRJ'{E ROAD, SURBITCtl, SURREY. 

WA!ITED l'.AG::ms Nos . 28, 32, 33, 34, 35, 39, 44, 48, 50, 51, 52, 55, 517. 
6t.S, 742, 768, 771, 773, 920, 921, 933, 952, 1037, 1191. Your Price Paid, 

Also wan t a<! Gl3ll!S - all periods , Will exch-e late Magnets for S8lllO 

~iod "Gems". Write LO:T3, 56 Sllil!INGll/il'I HOUSE, LOND011, N.W.1. 



NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD, Nostaw, Stockton Lane, York. 

Phone: 25795 ............. 
Concluded from last !llOnth: 

Factor returned with Parkin 1s things and t he Sixth Fonner was 
awaiting him on th e /.ncient House steps. Parldn invited him to 
Ken!ll0re1 s study and the pair went along , 

Fro"' that moment I can get no other detail s . The next day Reggie 
Pitt was SUDmoned to the headmaster's study and poor Reegie near l y fell 
through th e fleer when he heard the charges msde against him, He main­
tained his ignorence of the affair but whEn old Sharpe and Nr. Binks 
who were th ere both declared that this was the boy Dr. Stafford could 
do nothing less th&l accuse Pit t. Afterwards Pit t was sent to the 
punisment roan which is always the preliminary to being expelled. For 
a gn,at amount of domage had been wrought by th e new boy, I learn t also 
that some of t he other proprietors woo had been vi sited by Factor had 
informed the Poli ce . At this point in !lipper • s IlalTative I couldn I t 
for th e life of me see where all this was leading t o. What had Pi tt 
done to the new boy for him to do these things? 

Pitt wasn 't expelled, alt hough at t he tiJ!le t he boys could see no 
othe r course the Head could take , That Pitt was at Hellnford playing 
cricket at the tim e of the disturbance was al l owed for , but as the 
times of Factor's voyage of destruction covered the time after the 
match and that several of the shopkeeper • s differed in th eir vi ews of 
the time t hey wer e visited, Dr. Staf ford sent for Nelson Lee fer 
guidance. Accordingly Pitt ~as sent to pr epare to leave th e school , 
and restitution was promised to the ir ate shopkeepers . 

Of course , Reggie Pi tt ' s conduct when he first came to the schoo l 
was the raain inf l uence affecting the ilead I s decisi on , but Nel son Lee 
t hought otherwi se . And although he let the school go to bed that night 
thinking Pitt was to be expelled on the morrow, he waa determinod to 
get to the bottom of this strange behaviour of Pitt' s . 

Nipper suppl ied t he clue that was going to help h:im, l!ippro: , in 
hi s defence of Pitt , spoke of the time Reggie rescued Tommy Watson 
from a burning house, It was an extremely plucky action ll!ld the ri sk 
was tremendous. 

Nelson Lee l ooked up at the Ponn Captain ' s r eference to a burning 
house. 
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"I've got it , Nipper" he exclaimed, "I th o1J81,t that new boy ro-

lllinded me of somebody!" 
"'Jhat do you mean sir? He can only ranind you of Pitt!" 
Nel son Leo shook his head. 
"No, my boy. Jus t think. If Factor's nose were a little 

broader and his hair inclin ed to curl lilo would you see? " 
llut the puzzl ed Nipper was at a l oss . 
"Surely you rem001ber Titus Alexi s? " 
Nipper jUl!IJ)Cd up, •or course, what an idiot I am! With th ose 

alterations he would be Alexis . But I say , guv ' nor , t hat Greek kid •• , 
where docs ho fit in here? You' re telling mo ••••• • 

Loo walked over to a larg e desk and pulled out a lodger from a 
drawer . 

"l/ben Alexis was expelled for setting fi:r.> to the old Coll ege 
House a desc ri ption was i ssued . I have it hore . And except for a 
slight difference to hi s noso and hair this boy Fact or is th e Greek to 
life. But apart from that I noticed at the timo of Factor ' s int crvi o-• 
with Dr. Stratton that a pl astic surgeon had given th e new boy some 
attention . "Of course ," Leo addad , "t hat was iclme.terial to me then . 
But I noticed i t." 

Well it turned out that it was Titus Alexis, end that, like 
Bernard FoITcst , he had managed to got back to St, Fronk ' s by a trick, 
But whereas Forrest stayod on, th e Greek did not. He W!l8 duly 
expelled . 

I was puzzled how this viol ent, sadistic juni or had managed to 
f ool th e school oven with a now llatle, but Ni pper t ell s ce that his 
fa t her mrried "8ain and it was in th e name of Factor that tho new boy 
was entered . 

The affair of the Gr eek boy' s amazing short stay at St, Frank ' s 
has bo,.'!I chr onicled elsewhere , but fro c what t he juniors have told me 
about Aloxis he must have been t he originnl engry young man! St. 
Fr(ll'.k1s is well ri d of hi:! , 

An enomous spread was given in honour cf Reggio Pitt ' s special 
pardon which the Head onnouocod in Big llcl l , But I' m afraid Fatty 
Li t tl e had most of my share !! ......................................................................... 
Venity Fair, 1st Vol. wi t h plates 20/ - ench and post; Vols . of 
Listener (pm-war) other i te,, s on ear ly wireles s , Old Victorian Books, 
Gero1_ 5, 1935-7, H,,gnet s , 2, 1936-7, 4 B.F.Libl· 2 1920 N, Lee; 2 Book 
for tile Bairns , 7 Boys Realms ; 2 Sexton Blake ibs; Old Music, True 
~rime . BOX 12, c/o. H. IJXXll!BY, 12 R!llBOO STROO, HULL ROAD, YORK. 
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~: School Girl Own Libs. 45 Nos. (1930-9) all types 1 Koroove, 
CiUtf House, etc. off ers; School Girl 20 Nos. {192'r J91 offers; 
School Girl Om V~ 7 Hos. (1922-3) Morcove, offers ; 2 Tom Merry 
Books 2/6 each and postage ; 1 Rookwood 2/6 and post; 5 Billy Bunter 
3/6 each Slld post ; 1 Billy Bunter Annual 5/6 each end poet; School­
girls Veekly 74 llos . 1937-9 offers; Girls Crystal 40 Nos. 19}8-9 
offers; School Cap 8 Nos. 1/- each end post1 School Girl Annual 
Circa 1930 offer; Schoolgirls Owi .AMual 1~3}, 4 vols . 1 lri.th 
outside board , 3 lri. thout boards, reeding matter completo, offer; Girl s 
Realm Annual 1903, e/6 end post; Bluebird Nos. 1-52 {bo\lld 1922-:,) 
Comics in first books scarce 30/0 and post; B.O. Paper, many vol s . 
-190}-}5 7/6 to 10/- each 8Dd post ; {pn,- var) U.S. A. Mechanio Mag, 
various types 8d each arul post; Chins 1921~ 12/6 and post; Our 
Gir l s .vmua1 Circa 19:50, Vol. 2 500 P.og<IS 5/- and post; CblltterboX 
Annuals 20 Vol s . 1ffi0-1930 5/- arul 776 oach md pos t ; Young &lgl.snd 
10 Vols . 1897-40 5/- each end post; Boys 1891, Pub Boards 7/6 eeoh 
and post ; Prize, lll8ll1 Vols. ovor 60 years 2/6 each end ;,oat; c.D1 s 
30 Nos. at 6d each am post; c.D. Annual 1958 price 10/ - sro post ; # 
School Fria,.d Annuals 19)8, 1939 Cliff House 1o/ - each end post; 
Victorian Scrap Book 20/- each and post ; Modem Boys Annual, 1935 e/6 
and post; Cbampioo 1942, 5/- am post; 1 Adventure, 6 Rover 1922-4 1/6 
each and post; Wizards, Trimphs, pr<>-var 1/:, each and pos t; Vol . 1 
snd 4 ot Tbsatre 1878-81 many plates of Actors, eoarce, off er ; Book 
of Cricket, Circa 1900, f11B1JY plates 15/- and post; other type s , Happy 
Mags, 1920a 1/- each and post; ildine Robin Hood 1902 2/- esch and 
post; Al.dine Dick Tlnpin No. 95 2/6 and post; Puck Amlual 1940 , cover 
l oose 5/- and post; Black and Vhite 7/6 and post; Strand Mag, 2 Vols. 
vith Conan Doyl e sto ri es 7/6 each am post; British Bo)'S Annulll.9 3, 
( 191~) 5/- .eacb and pos t; Boys Best Annual 1924, :,/6 and post; 1 
Vol . of Grend Magazine, 1 Vol . ofHrertseose Library , 50 Homer's Veekly, 
a oomple;te book of Aviation, 1935, 15/ - each and post , JJJJIJ;J plates . 
H. Strang& Annual 192:, 5/- each and post; H.S . Orange Book for Boys 
1919 3/6 aDi post ; Poor Jack 1st ed. 7/6 and pest; Bentleys Misce ll­
llllY 1640, 7/6 and post; Captain, several vols . 7/6 and post; Large 
vol ot Pictorial Times 1847 15/- each IIDd post· T. Lawton Football 
book 7/6 and post; 4 Viltred Annuals, pre-vex' 7/6 each and post:; 3 
Teddy Tail Annuals, pre-var 7/6 each and post; Omi thology, man:/ fine 
books, pre-war Film Mags and AllnUlll.s, Aaro, Stage, Railv,q, Ti~its, 
1888, veil bound, lettered in gold on spine , 10/- end post; 3 vols . ot 
Vide Vorld 1o/- each and post; Lot-o-Fun 2 Nos . 1920, Caaic Cuts 1 No. 
1916, 2/- each and post ; The Dal tons 600 pages ( 1871) 5/ - and pos t ; 
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S1B1L, REVIEWS 
JULY 1 1959. (Published September) 

C.m:H A TIGER? (110, 433L- .. ---- -·-·· -·- ·-----··--·-·-·· !WlTIN T!iOOS 

No prizes offered tor guessing llho caught this particular one. 

Stalking balefully from the foetid jungles of his native land with the 

same evil purpose as the beast !ran 1'hich he took bis name, Tora Sen 

canes to &gland to extract rebri tution Cll those in vbom he had ..,_ 

trusted the task of moving the proceeds of a bank robbery in Tokyo , 

but who had doubl<>-<:roaaed him in the process, Bad not Tora San 

possessed an attractive daughter over vhaD he kept s trict surveillance , 

it would not have happened. ~ Se too San was beautiful. and she l8S 

d<sirable 1n the eyes of Clle not 1.mCOnnected with the bullion t hieves . 

Not for the first ti.me has BJ.aka matched Oriental c\Wling 8lld 

ruthlessness with his o,m brand of Western skill and resource • . For 

hill it was the beginning of things on Platfonn One on Paddington 

ltatiCll, For Tora Sen it was the begimili,« of the end. Another 

winner by Thomas. 
Rating ·-·····-···· .. --· ·· ···-···-··Very Good 

•• * •• 

Sl!cr.IDOOI IN SmlEY (No, 434L ... ·---··--··--··-··- - ·-- -····- ···DE8>1am REID 

Sexton Blake, with his closest allies, Tinker and Paula Dane, 

intervene 8lld succossf\tlly combet a col ossal. plot calculated to 

bring the United States to 1 ts knees financially , ood at the BSD9 time 

Ellrich certain denizens of the Sydney urnervorld beyond the dre8l18 of 

avarice , It ' s a many cornered fight for possession of a set of photo­

lithographic negati ves with which millioas of dollar bills of varying 

d111ominations could be produced quite ... in:1.etecteble from the genuine 

article . In dishonest mdeavour sevetl mon 8lld one vccan die suddenly, 

prcmatur..J.y. The fuse is lit for Bl.ala, "'1en he finds the body of one 

of the victims d()1'1). a mine shaft in Ballarat . 
It had to oome of course - a story which failed to measure up to 

the hi&h st andards of its predecessors. This one supplied the break in 

continuity, 8lld in t he words of a foo t ball comme:1tator criticizing one 

of the te!ll>S, mey be sumned up to r ead - "The approach worl<: vas good, 

but the finishing weak, " 

Rating . ..Moderate 

* * * • * WALTER VEBB 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LCIIDCfi SWl'ION. The 'J:.on& Vacati m ' over , quite a good number of 
Ulldergraihiates assanb led f or the first meeting of the Kichoolmas tem 
in the 'Rag' at Cherry Plac e. An>:mgst the excellent l ectu:i:..s was 
Laurie Sutton's eelectim of Desert Island Books and a oouple of 
:rounda of "Concentrati oo" by Eric Payno. Roger Jmld.ns :reported that 
all students of ilalltlltonia should have rooei ved a oopy of th e libra:y 
catalogue 1'hi.ch J ohn Wernham !llld Roger bad sc painstakiDgl,y compiled , 
Thus all members and s tudents can l ook fo rward tc an amoll<mt term' s 
reading, Ezm,s were bold by Don Webster and Breezy Ben aid an 
Ellm.nator one broue!it scme good OlllMlrs. Tnil¥ a good start to the 
't!mn, 1lhioh incli.ded a f ood by Eileen em Kathleen , Pinally , an 
excellmt projec ti on of coloured holiday slides was givm and with 
the distributi on of "Bunter Comes for Christmas" - a very happy throng 
dispersed ho!neward bourn vi th happy 1113maries, a,oongst th ese b<ing our 
Herbert, vbo once again was visiting London. 

Next ljlleting at Noasdm , 2 Oxford Pl ace, Pr ess Road, London , 
N.W. 10 on Sunday, October 18th. Kindly l et Bob Bl yth know il you 
are intending to be present, UNCLE BffiJ.AHlll 

NCR'.ll!&!N SW!'ION Ml'2TL'lG1 sa>TD!Bm J2th1 1999. For once the holideys 
bad some effec t on t he attendance , lion Hodgson end wife Doreen were 
away, also Harry Barlow and Harold Busby. However, all the other 
regulars were present !lld a good timo was had by all. 

The Loman Club vas congratulated on its Lib rary Catalogue , and 
we bad a discussicn on th e Cup Contest , Doo't l eave it just tc one 
or two, North<mars, wo ere not going tc be satisfied by being xunners 
up this time. 

It was Jack Wood I a e·,,ming , In his talk "Round the World in 
Eighty Minutes " vi th his journali s tic training he deftly blended his 
own round the world sir trip vi th the various places the St. Frank's 
boys visited in their many odventuro s abroad . He finished up by 
reading a chapter fran a llaxwoll Scott, Nelson Lee story , describing 
a Teat Match at Headin8ley many years ago, Jack ' s talk was thorwghly 
enjoyed. Later Jack put in a mixed Quiz. To DIY" astonisbmen _t I CSlll3 

out first , but let me whisp er it , he nllowo:lone mark for evory arti s t 
who had dznwn Serlon Blake. Money for jam. 

Next 1!100ting, October 10th. It's Gorry Allison' s night . 
l!Fl!BmT IECKnlBY - Horthem Sect ion Correspondent , 
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HIDWD O,B,B,c, l@11'ING HELD 31st AIDUST, 1959. Thore was 11 happy 
note to thi s meeting 88 in addition to t ho vr,ry interesting programme, 
the veddillg pr esent fl'om t he club in general W88 handed to Tom Porter 
and Beryl Russell, with 1he sincere good vi.shes for their future 
happiness !'ran all of us, tho se pr osmt and those absent. Thi s took 
the fom of a cut gl ase bowl and had bean carefull,y chosm by our Lady 
Chsirmm . Tan and Beryl respo nded appro priat ely and then ve aat 
back to hear Boryl ' s choice of ei&ht books ohu would take with her to 
her Desert Island Paradis o {latitoo.e and longtitud e a close secre t a t 
the cioment. ) 1. A Modron S.B .L. by Peter Saxon "Last Days of Ber lin" 
2. Ano1her cf the 80llte authors S. B.L. "The Sea T~· 3. An old 
S. B.L. by Rex l!ardJ.ni!e enti tlod "The Mystery of th o Forbiddm 
Tarri tory" 4. S.B.L . old serioe "The Cose cf the Burmese Deggers• 
by Andrew !lurrny. 5. Magnot No. 160 "When Bill y Bunter Forgot• 6. 
Monster Library No. 7 "Noath African Ski es • by Edwy Searl es Brooks . 
7. "Billy Bunter among tho Cannibals . • e. "Billy Bunter lllld th e Bl uo 
Mauritius" . 

'!he Quiz by 1he way , se t by ,aysolf, was won yet again by J ohn 
Tomlinson vi t h 24 items ~t f rau 27. HARRY BRreTER - Secretary . 

~ : At I .JC) Satur<le.Y, 5th Septanber a t Groat .Barr Methodist 
Church , Bi.l'min6hs , Beryl Russell and Tom Porter wero married, Anxmgst 
the large ass anbly of guosts who attended th o Rocepti on a t the Co--0p 
Hall, Kingstnnding , vero lladge and Jack Corl>ett , Norman m d lira . 
Gregory , Harry snd Mrs. Broste r, and George Chathoo>. Jack Bellfield 
acted as bes~ end during t ho rooepti on re ad a te legram of eood 
wish es fl'OllL th o Northern Club. George Chatham was on hand Iii th his 
Gille-camera so we can look fo rward to ssei.'lg BaDO interesting shots 
at a l at er date. 

fflE GOLDEN HOORS CllJll. It was very pleasan t to welc ome back those 
member s , wo throughillness, had missed out on sever al meetings end 
by the l ook on Bill Hall and !rt hur Croser • s f eces t hey were just as 
pleased to be back in the cheery cir cle again. So vi th a really eood 
attendance the Septa:iber meeting , held en Friday, 11th , at Cahills 
Restauran t, Sydney , got 8'la:J t o a grand start. The l etters fran OV81'­

•eaa were pass ed around - must adm1 t we vero pleased t o hear from our 
Lcndai friends via Bill Vhiter {and """" very much impr essed by their 
nost artistic official club newspaper). Then en old favourite vas 
passed around, the alweys interesting "Newsletter" f ro m our friends in 
the Midlsnds. Thanks also to Frank Unvin, ve aro nov receiving 1 The 
Jlersey Foghom " llb1ch was of particular interest this month 88 mentio n 
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is msde of the eegerly awaited tape-recording enrou te to us from our 
Merseyside friends. 

After dinne r we settled down t o debat e various controversi lll 
arti c les in ih e curre nt C.D. Congrntulations were ext<Clded to our 
most ardent collecto r , Ernie Carter, imo has just oomple ted his 
oollection of "Chums". 

Next Meeting - October 16th. BE:l'l'E PATE - Secretary. 

l!ERSEYSIDE SFX:TION MEEll'IliG, SEPTE1'alll\ 6th. The attendance was again 
somewhat disappointing imd it is a very good thing that '<0 can rely 
on the "old faithful s" who turn up regularl y and punctually each 
month - otherwise where would we be? There was a very varied prcgrsm:ne; 
a very fine quiz by Don Webster being the highli;;ht , although the de-
bate again proved very enjoyable, The excellen t p:rogra.'llliles undoubt edly 
deserve a far better attendance . Do try t o attend the next meeting , 
which i s t he A.. G.M., on Sunday , 4th October, 6. 30p .m. and whioh will be 
held at Don' s new address - 7 Gwenwylla Road, Waterloo , FRANK lnli!Ili 

11111.1 14 I lllflllllllll I I IIIIIII IJEIIJIIJl lll!JI 1111111111 II Ill. I I llllilfM 1111 II.Ill II Jtlll II 

~ - round volumes of l'.i,gnets, 1934 llos . 1351 to 1376 (including 
'the Siacdl.ey series and Popper ' s Island Rebellion (part) . 1934 Nos . 
1377 to 1402 (incll.ding Popper ' s IslBnd Rebellion conclusion) Secr et 
Sevm series etc . ) 1935 Nos. 1403 to 1428 ( including Caffyn seri es 
and Stacey series (part)) ; 1935 Nos. 1429 to 1454 (including Stacey 
series (conclu sion) Porter Cliffe Hall series and Warren series) 
bound in maroon with gilt lettering , Magnificent condition , Tiiose ere 
excepti onal Collectors • i tems. Price £10 10 0 vol ume. Populars (new 
series ) Nos. 1 to 16 inclusive . Beautiful condition il, 10 0. 
BuX 10, .:X,LLFm'QRS1 DIGEST, c/o H. :c.rornrnr, 12 !illlBIBT STRE!lr, YORK. 

MORE !W'uLTONIA!!A 

And now we welcome Rogar Jenkins back 1,:, our columns with one of 
his ever popular art icles . 

DO YOU RUilllBER? By ROOll\ M, .IDOCillS 

No, 33 - Union Jack No, 106 - "The Fifth Fom at Fernle y" 

The sto ri es which Charles Hamilton wrote in the pre - St. J im' s 
era were noticeab l e for their seri ous attitude to lif e , Humour pl ayed 
very littl e part in them, and this was hardly surr ri sing for many of 



t hem revolved aroimd the senior foms . "The Fif'th Fom a.t Fernley" was 
no exception to this rule: indeed, it seems to have been the only s tory 
Charles l!snilton evex wrote 1n lihich one schoolboy plotted the murder of 
another. 

Femley was a school planned en fmli.liar lines. It had a Scho ol 
House and a New House. Harry Talbot, the hero, was in the School House , 
and his cousin, Hubert Langley, was in the New House. They were rivals 
for their unole ' s fortune, for the friendship of the Head' s daughter, 
and also for a place 1n the school football team. The rivalry led 
Langley from one despe rate pl ot to another until finslJ¥ he attempted to 
encompass the murder of his C011sin. 

In th ese early sto ries (and i t must be remembered that this was 
written in 1905) the absence of ~us episodes allowed the author 
to spread himseli' in descriptive passages , and there was a lengthy 
account of a fo otball matoh and o fight between t he cousins. In later 
sto r ies such en acccunt might have been deemed tedi o\18, but in this 
early story it fitted quite nattn-~ mto the flow of the narrative. 

Charles Hamilton bad a fondness far certain names , which he used 
over and over again until they became well -known in one of his famous 
schools. So it is no surprise to the oolloctor to see that Talbot ' s 
best friend was Dick R\lSsoll, that Langle y 's evil goni\lS was Knowles , 
tha t other boys were cal led Greene and Towle , tr.et the cousin ' s unc le 
was Squire Lowther, that his doctor was Dr. Darrel, !<ld that the Head 
was Dr. Desmond. 1ihen thi s sto ry was written, of oourse, these names 
did not have :the sigllificance that ihey boar for us today. 

As a story , "The Fifth Fom at Fernley" was unpretentious but not 
unsuccessful. It was perhaps hardly surprising that a sizi8le story rf 
13 chapters could . not adequately deal wit h a plo t of this nature. To 
the reader this represents one of the odd i,y...weys of Hamil toniana, plea­
sant enol)€h to have trodden once but hardly attractive mol)€h to warrant 
a aeoorll visit. • * .. * * 
NOI'IB: In thi s issue you will have seen two adverts UDder box numbers . 
ICM vouch for the advertisers, who would ra ther their names were not 
mentioned. 

In replying to either of than please keep soi-ate to anything for 
myself. Whilst I am always willing to obl;.,e, I hope advertisers won't 
make a habit of it. H.L. 

The October S.B . L' s arrived too lat e to be reviewed in this issue, 
but they will be dealt with next month . H.L. 

* * * * * 
York Duplicating Services , 12a Tha Shaml)les, York. Tel: Yorlc 25248 


