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Jrom the Editor's Chair

THE AMUAL. I am pleased to report more progress. Since last
writing I have received Gerry illison's "Highlights of Hamilton Lore" —
needless to say, it's excellent and Geoffrey Wilde's "The Mystery of
Wharton Lodge" - a real Christmassy touch about this. ilso, cne of
Jim Cock's steries which will please £ll Nelson Lee fans. Yes, all
goes well,

The response to my appeal for advurts has been gratifying, but
I could still do with a few more.

* Ok ® ¥ ¥

LIGMATION, John Stokes tells me that the "Sun" and "Comet" have
been merged, also "Lion" and "Tiger".

Thank goodness no further suggestions of demise where the S.B.L.
has been made. 411 the some, take the advise of Rex Iolphin on
anothar page.

* % * ® ¥

TEOSE SUB-HRITERS. It is evident from iir. Samway's revolations that
some of us have not been fair to the sub-writers in the pasty, and I
have been as guilty as any., It is true that some of the stories were
very crude and written by men with little writing experience, but the
majority were established smuthors, quite successful in their own
field. I am afraid we did not realise that they were men called upon
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in an emergency and asked to turm out a story at very short notice.
Anyway, thanks are due to Hr, Samways for giving us the “inside"
story. I may say thaet what he has fold us has ercated a lot of

interest.
I T

Those were the last words penned by our beloved Herbert, Now
he has laid down his pen for ever, and it is up to us all, as Gerry
/1lison so rightly renarks in the letter which follows, to ensure that
Herbert's great work is not allowed to die.

Herbert finely personified the spirit, as well as the letter,
of our hobby; he was, indecd, the eternal boy. The zest which he
put into his work for the hobby was reflected in the stacks of corres-
pondence which lay on his desk, end his enthusias, cven in his last
months of ill-health, was infectious and an inspiritation to us all.

This edition of the Collectors' Digest has been produced under
great difficulties owing to Herbert's sudden death, but it was felt
right and proper that as far as possible it should come out to time
ond keep faith with Herbert, By the time next month's issue is due,
our new editor, Bric Fayne, will have teken control and have had time
to sort matters out.

Ve crave, therefore, the indulgence of rcaders for any deficien-
cics in the present issue whiech is made up of material in Herbert's
files end presumably meant for this issue. The Lnnual will be out on
tine as usunl,.

Fuller tributes to Herbert will be contained in next month's

issue.
PEE 2R

4 MESSAGE 10 ALL THE READERS OF THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST

Henaton,

October 25th.
Dear Friends,

It i3 with great sorrow and regret that I have to inferm you of
the sudden denth of Herbert Leckenby, founder and editor of "The
Collectors' Digest.”

He was found dead in bed on Wednesdsy, October 21st.

We who have seen him letely were aware that he was a very sick
nen, but the news of his pessing will come as a great blow and shock
to many of the readers of this paper, which was so desr to him, and
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into whieh he put so much devoted energy,

Herbert himsclf realiscd that his end was imminent, although his
letters and conversation did not reveal this. He had, however, quite
recently been to London and has arranged for a successor to take over
his beloved "C.D." when he had to lay down the reins.

The successor whon Horbert has chosen is Erie Fayne of the London
Section 0.B.B.C. Eric Fayne has agreed to assume control of the
"Collectors' Digest" and is coming to York tomorrow to attend the
funeral of Herbert., He will slso discuss the future of the "C.D." with
¥r. Gore—prowne of York Duplicating Services, the Agency that has
produced the paper so perfectly. f

I am certain that everyone who rcads these lines will feel the
loss of dear Herbert as much as I do myself. He had friends all over
the world, end many tributes to hinm have already been received.

Having given you this sad news, I will now end. I would however,
like to nssure Eric Fayne that he will receive all our help in his task
of keoping the "Collectors' Digest" going. That is what Herberd
Leckenby would have wanted, and what we must all do.

Yours sincerely,

GERALD ALLISOI
0.B.3.C.
3 Binglcy Road,
Manston, Ilkley.
T i i T P
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKHAN
27 _Archdale Roed, East Dulwich, London, S.E. 22

I am pleased to say that Josie is getting on very nicely, and
all being well she hopes to resume her conducting of Blakiana next
menth, HMesnwhile, we would both like to thank all those who have so
lindly written to us during the past few weeks.

The Sexton Blake Circle's feature THE MAN FROM BAKER STREET, is
now in course of preparation for the coming C.D. Annual, and judging
by the material already to hand, I venture to say that this year's
effort will be the best yet, Contributors will include Walter Webb,
Victor Colby, Bill Lofts and Derek Adley (in collaberation) and
Nargaret Cooke. Space permitting, there will be others,

LEN PACKHAN,
* X * X %

CEITURY-MAKERS
(ind o few other interesting statistics)
BY WALTER WEEB
IHSTALMENT EIGHT TEED - RECORD-BREAKER!

The year 1922, shadowed by the passing of Lord Northeliffe, who,
as Alfred Hormsworth, founded the paper in which Sexton Blake first
appeared, began with the attainment of the half-centuries of Blake
stories of Robert Murray and Cecil Hayter, to gain for both a permenent
place in the records as being amongst the better kmown Blake writers
of all time, With only 17 stories to write - possible a little less =
in which to gain for himself the enviable distinction of becoming the
first author to chronicle 200 Blake novels, W. Murray Graydon found
himself with a commanding lead of 14 publications over his nesrest
rivel, indrew Murray. But, fresh from his travels abroad and now at
work again dashing off stories with astounding rapidity judging by the
speed at which they were subsequently published, was G. H, Teed, still
far behind in the race but coming up in o great burst of speed to
eventually move into third place, With .ndrew Murray in failing health
end forced to drop out of the U.J. for a time during which interval a
ghost writer took over his cheracters, Teed wos able gradually to
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decrease the distance that separated him fr om his rival, Graydon
still continued to press forward but much less faster now, for a new
editor had taken commsnd of the U.J. and the sgeing author's work was
not finding mueh favour in his eyes. But, if lir. Harold Twyman was
not sufficiently impressed by Graydon's work to continue to commission
hin for further stories in the new year, Mr, Leonard Pratt, as editor
of the Sexton Blake Lib., had quite opposite views of the old trouper's
ability, and Graydon continued along steadily in the more copious and
profitable pages of the monthly.

Newsagents were selling Union Jack's containing Teed's fine story
"The Voodoo Curse" that sad Thursday morning of the 17th day of lugust
when he who was known first as Alfred Hamsworth was being laid to rest
in St, Marylebone Cemetery at the early age of 57 years. Though he may
not have lost the battle for existence also, certainly E. W. Alnis lost
his place aongst Blake's subscribers, for after 1922 he was never heard
of again, He went, with at least 20 novels to his name, very much a
mystery man, for at the time of writing very little is known about him.
The editor of the "Dreadnought" in en editorial, once said that he was
well known in both adult and juvenile fields, but as the name of Alais
is unrecalled it much have been under a variely of penw-names that he was
more widely known, though what those pen-names were remains hidden in
the mist of time. He was, m editor once said, a relative of J, Harwood
Panting, the well-kmown Vietorian novelist, who wrote boys! stories under
the pseudonym of Claud Heathcote, and father of Phyllis Panting who
beecome Mrs, Digby iorton, she in turn being sister of Armold Panting,
who once edited the Boys' Friend prior to losing his life in the 1914-
18 wor, In his day Aleis conceived a quartctte of interesting characters
who appeared from time to time in the old Sexton Blake stories but who
are niow no doubt almost completely forgotten amongst the more colourful
personclities of a later era. Chief of them who appeared in several
S.B.L. stories and Dreadnought seriels, was Captain Horatio Peak, D.S.C.
who had experienced tought service overseas in his younger days and was
a erock — though a pretty minor one - of scrts; then there was Joseph
Hurrm, an awusing character who was first heard of when acting as foot-
man to the millionaire Morton-Holt, whose kidnapping from his town house
in Chelsea brought in Sexton Blake, and incidentally Joseph's summary
disaissal from the great men's employ when his aspirations to become 2
famous detective lended him in hot water; thirdly, Inspector Dick Kite
of Scotland Yard, s dapper little man with bird-like eyes, ond finally,
Sir Francis Hayes, the King's physicisn, who was described as a famous
surgeon and one of Blake's closest friends in the medical world.
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In the last week of the first month of 1922 a new paper appeared.
It was "The Champion" - the editor being Mr. F. Addington Symonds, whose
run of Sexton Blake storles ended when he took up his mew post, though
he was to contribute one or two more at a later date, To give his paper
a good send off, Mr. Symonds conmissioned Arthur S. Hardy to write a
story of Blake, Tinker and Pedro, and this duly appeared under the
title of "Paid to Lose." Noarly two months later o nother Blake story
sppeared being entitled "The Golden Wolf" and this introduced yet an-
other new author - or at least another name, which rmch go down in the
records = (47) Hartley Tremayne. But the most notsble debutante in
that year was the ghost writer we have already referred to in comnection
with the stories and character of Andrew Murray; for he was destined to
become one of the leading Sexton Blake writers, a man who was to write
stories of a consistently high standard over a period of 27 years and
finish high in the records compiled hers, (48) Gilbert Chester
commenced to write of Blake in the U.J. in 1922 and in that year ghosted
for Andrew Murray in three stcries, though his name may not appear in
the A.P. records as having done so. The reason for this can be a matter
for conjecture only, the most feasible explanation being that Chester
and Murray worked on the stories together, the latter working out the
plot and Chester doing the actual writing. Be that as it may, the text
was definitely Chester's and for this reason should be recorded to his
name. The stories in question were those published in U.J. Nos, 975,
979, and 987.

In the closing summer days of 1922 came snother writer to the
Blake field (49) Sapt, his Christian name wnknown, He wrote a story
into which he brought Cecil Haytet's famous characters, Lobangu tke
Zulu chief of the Etbaia and Sir Richard Losely, H.M. Governor of the
Province of Musardo. At this stage it must regretfully be announced
that Hayter, who had conceived the popular paid way back in 1907, end
who wes living in semi-retirement at Frighton, either retired altogether
or passed on, for he did not contribute ever again to entertain us with
his light-heartedly written tales set in the jungles of Africa and
other tropical zones.

G. H. Teed really got into his stride during this year and smashed
his 1913 record by reaching a total of 20 Blake stories, 17 for the
Union Jack and 3 for the Sexton Blake Librexy. His 17 equalled the
figure he set up for the U.J. in 1913, but it was in the follewing year,
1923, that we saw Teed at his most prolific. First he shot past the
hundred mark thereby becoming the third author to write over 100 Sexton
Blake stories, and then he was repidly over-hauling a tiring Andrew
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Murrsy and shortening with every stride the once commanding lead V.
Murrsy Graydon had enjoyed for so long.

But the veteran author was slowly yet surely approaching that
fine record accomplished by so very few Blake authors - the penmanship
of 200 novels of the famous detective. During the course of his long
fictionel standing, has Sexton Blake been better served by those two
prodigics of authorship, W. Murray Graydon and G, H. Teed, who must
indeed be sagas even unto themselves? Take Teed's record-breaking run
in 1923 for example, in which he set up two records which will assuredly
stand for all time. He reached a yearly output of 25 stories, easily
passing his record total of the previous year, and in the U.J. alone
for that same year he rcached a target of 21, beating by four his
previcus figure of 17 set up in the years 1913 and 1922,

Before laying down details of the positions of the leading
authors at the end of 1923, let us see what new neames appeared in the
ficld prior to its closing., In August came (50) Richerd Goyne and then
in the lest week of all, on the 29th December to be precise, in the
pages of the U.J. - as did Goyne - came (51) Dr. V. H. Jago. In Nov—
cmber Murray Graydon attained the memorzble feat of having had published
200 Sexton Blake stories and by the end of the year had contributed 60
double-length novels for the Sexton Blake Lib, Would he establish yet
cnother record by being the first and perhaps the only, author to pen
100 Blake stories for both the U.J. and the 8.B3.L7 He was then well on
the way and there was at that time still plenty of stamina left in the
veteren whc had been going hard from the time he had taken up the
running in 1904, though now he was handiecpped, because, unlike Teed
who could present his stories in both the U.J. and $.B.L., Graydon
found the former a closed shop, To bring the record up to date, here
are the findings at the end of 1923:- W. Murray Graydon (201);

Andrew Mﬁwﬂf); G. H. Teed (120); Mark Osborne (74); Robert
Murray and Cecil Hayter (56).

* X * ¥ *

WELL DONE BETTE PATE!

The following is an extract from a letter received by Bill Lofts
from Mr. f. W, Twyman - late editor of the UNION JACK, I om sure you
will all agree that the bouguet is well deserved.

"I have read through the latest batch of C.D's you so kindly sent
me, with the usual interest, and especially those items concerning me.
I was agreeably interested in the Blake articles by Bette Pate of
Australia,
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They are unexpectedly literate, and very well done altogether in
every wey. Surprising to find a girl reader (as was) so enthusiastic,
knowledgeable and articulate; she should be very interesting to telk
to."

* ¥ ¥ & *

I =am indebted to Bill Lofts for the following information which
he is permitting me to publish in this issue. I quote from Bill's
letter to me:—

"I was very interested in Walter Webb's latest article (Instal-
mont Five), and can tell readers of Blekiana that the identity of
"Beverley Kent" has been established., His real name will be revealed
in the forthcoming C,D. Annual (in the Sexton Blake Circle feature THE
VAN FROM BAKER STREET) tcgether with other revelations. Hr. G. R. Sam-
ways remembers the man quite well - smoking a big fat cigar!

John Hunter, whom I know quite well, started writing for CHUMS
some years before his photograph was published in 1914." His first
story was writte n in his 'feens, at which time he used the name of
A. J, Hunter — which is his correct name, When he got really going he
dropped the A. and wrote as John Hunter, for it sounded better.

It wes my privilege to meet recently the man who, at one time,
lived with both Gwyn Evans and George Hamilton Teed., He himself wrote
one Sexton Blake story, this being S.B.L. No. 244 (second series) en-
titled "The Phantom Bat", His full name = Robert Elliott. Apart from
this solitary story he wrote very little other juvenile fiction, his work
being mostly romantic, love interest stories for various publishers. In
his opinion G. H. Teed was one of the finest friends one could ever have.
Incidentally, Teed was a very educated men, having attended McGill
University - one of the most famous schools in Canada.

Readers who are desirous of news of Eric Parker, the well-known
Sexton Blake illustrator, may be interested te mow that I have met him
quite a few times. A very Mmorous type of man, youngish-looking;
Fric told me that there have never been mny other artists in his family.
His father and grandfather were cloclaakers. His style is certainly
mn original one, and in his opinion Warwick Reynolds, the GEM artist,
was eagily the best Amslgamated Press has ever had., He also liked the
work of R. J. Macdonald, the man who drew boys weering French bows."

(Thank you Bill, for these newsy items — and for allowing me to publish
them, I hope that more will be forthcoming in the near future.
Len Packnan.)
PR R e
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S5.B.L. REVIEWS

SEPTEMBER, 1959
BESPRES30 JUNGLE (No. 325) W, Howard Baker

One of those cases involving Blake, not only in a financial loss
but with little advancement of prestige either. Escorting a besutiful
girl home at three o'clock in the morning, he is attacked by a gang of
hoodlums, freq ecnters of a Soho rendezvous lmown as "The Honey Bucket."
When, despite his endeavours to protect her, the girl's face is burned
by acid thrown by one of the gang, Blake declares immediate war — not so
much on them ns the Big Mon behind them and responsible for their
activities., His task is made more difficult by an wco—operative and
uncompromising Grimwald of the Yard, who has ne sympathy for private
vendettas and proves a frustrating barrier in Blake's efforts to unmnal:
the Big Men.

The climax et a fun-fair in Boattersea Park rounds off an exciting
nevel, the fragility of which plot is over-shadowed by the skill of the
author in creating an atmosphere of such tension that this vital fact
is not brought to the awareness of the reader until the last paragraph,

* ¥ ¥ * #*

HOME SWEET HOME (No. 436 Jack Trevor Story

Here is something rather wnique from the files of Sexton Blake
Investigations., A murder victim pays Blake a2 thousand pounds for
solving his - the victim's - own murder! Of course, when Blake goes
down to the latter's country cottage to protect him, he is still alive -
but only just. Then, ~ few hours later, despite Blake's vigilance, he
is a dead man, which doesn't do the detective®s reputation any good at
all, This is placed in even greater jeopardy when a beautiful actress
guest falls desperctely for his masculine charms.

Verdict - a decidedly embarrassing, if not teoo difficult a case,
which, one felt, would have been livened up a lot with Paula's presence =
especially for her employer's dewy-cycd admirer!

Literally and artistically its light, it's airy and makes pleasant
reading for any mood, Specially recommended as an antidote for the
'blues,'

WALTER WEBB




HAMILTONIANA

LET'S BE _ CONTROVERSTAL

(In this series, Erie Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to
students of the Hamilton papers., He gives his own views superficially.
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions on the topics he
discusses, he will sumsarise readers' views in a future issue,)

No. 32, THE GEM, THE [UGNET and the SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS.

The heyday of the stiff-covered school story seems to have been
between the years 1890 and 1910. "Tom Brown's Schooldays" and "Eric"
were both continually re—published, and had great sales during the
first decade of the century.

"Tom Brown" bored me as a boy, and bores me still with its word-
iness, though my Hesdmaster wes aliwmys singing ite praises, HNo story
has been more the subject of jokes than "Eric" - written exactly a
hundred ycars ago, but I enjoyed it, in spite of its preaching md its
cloying sentiment.

Talbot Baines Reed wrote four school stories, each having high
sales in the period before 1912, The finest of these, without any
doubt, is "The Fifth Form at St. Dominic's" and so well does it read
today that it is hard to realise that it was written as long ago as
1881, "The Willoughby Captains" and "The Master of the Shell" are
inclined to be stodgy, while "The Cock House at Felsgarth", though
deservedly popular for a long time, tends to drag. '

P. G. Wodehouse wrote some excellent school teles, some short,
some long. He apparently abandoned school life after 1910, and I am
probably inviting brickbats when I say that I have never liked anything
he has written since. Hylton Cleaver produced some fine scheol yams,
his short stories being exceptionally good. His "Out of the Rut" is a
grond example of a short story at its best,

The most prolific of them all seems to heve been Hareld Avery,
but the quality of his work varied. Generally specking, he seeus to
have written for younger boys, and there is little real character work
in his stories. I am still coming across titles, under his name, which
are new to me, though it hardly seems possible that he can still be
living,

In my opinion, the greatest of than all was Desmond Coke. His
"Bending of n Twig" I regard as the nost true-to-life school story ever
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written, though it is consequently rather a dull specimen to any but
student boys. Most of Coke's stories, in fact, are about boys, but
written for adult consumption.

Many of the stories mentioned so far were first published in
monthly nagrzines, and, for reasons of space, I cannot refer to all of
the writers concerned in this iype of work. No great school stories
of this class seem to have been written after 1910, though the old
tales are still re-published from time to time, Why, then, did the
era of the stiff-covered school story end sbout 1912, or earlier? In
ny opinion, their seles were killed by the Gem and the Magnot.

It is possible to compare work of Charles Hemilton with that of
the writers mentioned above? I think not. One could, perhaps, compare
some of the shorter Gem series - for instance, the "His Brother's
Keeper" series - with "The Fifth Form at St., Dominic's" or a selection
of the Rookwood stories with "The Harley First Fifteen", but it would
hardly be possible to make any comparison between the "Wharton, the
Rebel" series end "The Bending of a Twig", though both are mrgnificent
character studies. The great length of the former, with its immense
ponorama of background, puts it far away from the class of any story
between stiff covers.

Few would gainsay that Charles Hamilton is the century's greatest
writer of school stories. He had, in fact, an cnormous advantage
over any of the writers of stiff-cover stories. His finest plots he
could develop over hundreds of thousands of words; his character work
he could eteh from week to weck, month to month, year to year. Could
the "Stacey series" have been written between stiff covers? Could the
"China series" have been successfully compressed inte the mmber of
words used, for instance, in Wodehouse's "Mike"? They could not,

Charles Hamilton's greatest series were remarkable achicvements,
but they were the result of the almost unrestricted space he had at his
disposal. TFor this reason, those achievements are lost to modern boy-
hood, and only continue to exist for a hamdful of lucky collectors.
"Eric" or "Cock House at Fulsgarth" can be obteined from any bookseller
today; the "Stecey series" infinitely greater, will never find its
place in any bookshcp. Perpetuity is denied to those marathon master—
pieces by the very medium which made them possible,

The mighty unrolling canvas of the Gem and the Mognet gave Mr,
Hnmilton his tremendous adventage, but the important thing is that he
had the gifts = and the stamina — to make the most of it., The elastic
boundaries of the Gem and the Magnet would have been useless without
genius. Other writers were given the same opportunity; few, if any
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hed the necessary telent to make the most of it.

Destiny provided Charles Hanilton with the medium most suited
for his rcnarkable gifts; it just happened that way. The result was
the Gen and the Magnet, plus the other papers and series which were
produced to try to cash in on their successes.

The stiff-covered schocl story died as the Gen and the Momet
came into their own. Those two papers have been gene for nearly
twenty years. Will the stiff-cover school story ever return? In these
days of a decreasing reading public, too television-conseious, I doubt
it, though Frank Richards, heaven be praised, has adapted himself
successfully to the requirements of the age.

It's just my point of view! What's yours?

* ¥ * X *

CONTROVERSTAL ECHOES
No, 30. WHAT MAKES A GOOD STORY?

ROGER JEKINS writes: "You are quite right in putting good writing
as the main requisite of a first—class story, There are some series
which I can open at any page and read on ontranced even though I know
what is coming. They may be series with unusual plets like the Rebel
series or the Bunter Court series. On the other jand, they may be
geries without any sort of plot at all, like the 0ld Bus series.

There are certain mediocre stories, such as many detective
tales, which one reads quickly because on wants to come to the end and
see what the answer 1o the puzzle is. Having found this out, the
story is discarded, never to be looked at again, despite the well-
developed plot; after all, a orossword puzzle is not solved twice
over, But with Charles Hamilton's best writing the plot is not the
main i of importance, and so we can savour them over and over
egain with never-diminishing enjoyment,

4 collector who regards Hamiltoniana in this light - and I am
sure that most genuine Hamiltonians do - is therefore not really
interested in the substitute stories except as quaint curiosities.
Some of the imitators thought up excellent plots, but could not write
in the original style, whilst others - especially in the late
"Twenties" - made a close study of the criginal style, but still
failed because, although the words were the words of Esau, the voice
was still the voice of Jacob.

Mr. Samways is quite right in saying that the substitute stories
kept the flag flying and often satiafied most of the readers, but that

N
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does not meke these stories eny more readable to a collector, and the
clever imitations of which Mr, Samways speaks are still an emply shell,
with the spark of life missing. It is true that some of Charles
Hamilton's stories were below par, especially during the war years, but
it is equally true that when he was at his best he was streets ahead of
any substitute writer, primarily because of good writing end secondly
because of impeccable skill in characterisation.®

DON WEBSTER writes: ™I think that a good plot is the most important
factor in any story. It is Charles Hamilton's skiifully-woven plots
that make his stories such a delight."

GEORGE SELLARS writes: "A good story depends largely on how the author
uses his characters in a sound theme, plus his ability to infuse his
personal charm into the story. Many authors have made their stories
tedious by padding and "harping on one string."

Most of the blue Gems and red Magnets, and some Rockwood tales,
have been read end re-read many times over by myself and other
Hamiltonians. Why? Because Charles Hamilton made his characters live,
in his own inimitable way."

VINCENT PAGE writes; "I am sure that you are correct when you say
that good writing is the most important quality of any story. 3ut, as
humen intelligence varies, « well-written story may not prove to be
readable by every individual, I think Sir Walter Scott!s books were
well-written, but I can't read them,"

* ¥ X ¥ ¥

Those of us who enjoyed the Billy Bunter play at the Palace
Theatre, London, last Christmas, will welcome the news that the Owl
of the Remove will be making another London stage appearance this
Christmas. He will, again in the persen of Gerald Campion, open in
Billy Bunter Flies East, on December 22nd for a fourwweek matinees
only, Tun at the Victoria Palace. This should prove admirable fare
for anyone in London during that month.

* F ¥ * *

Are you selling Gems before 1290, Magnets before 1297, S.0.L. before
262, Nelson Lee before 2967 Please write.

Wanted Spring Books, dust cover complete. Tom Merry Triumph, Through
Thick and Thin, Disappearance of Tom Merry. State price.

J. S. HUGHES, 184 LEYBOURNE STREET, CHELMER, 5.W.3., BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA.
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ULZZLE NO. 12,

The letters in the numbered squares, if
placed in sequence in the lower grid,
will spell out one of the Stately Homes
of o0ld England.

CLUE DOW: A. Descriptive of the

Collectors' Digest uizzles
(6, 6, 3)

CLUES ACROSS:

St. Jin's boy in & metal bottle.
l(!lust)he breathless at Greyfriars
344

Figgins' "Fair Lady" but not at
Drury Lane,

The charge against Slim Jim,
presumably.

This Higheliffe man shows up five,
the reverse of sweet after Miss
Gardner.

Seat able to be arrenged for Bunter's

magnet.

Dr, Chisholm doesn't hold this kind
of a degres.

Texas - where, but for a revised
start, the Co would have reach an
accident.

Prefect who might be sharp.

Probably, Peter learned to do this at an early age.
With aid, you could essist Dutton with this.
The mixed-up little kid, at the end of a short street, is a Removite.

About red as Smithy might be.

Halt, man, here to find the turret room.
Alonzo wes once rude and very loud, in a way.

L
Write on a posteard the words in the lower grid and the enswer to the

by the editor.

5/- to the sender of the first correct solution received

LN I I
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RESULT OF QUIZ LE HO. 11.

Solution to Clue Down: "Nuts of Higheliffe."

Hidden words: "Unprccedented and unperalleled.™

First correct solution was received from C. H. Churchill, 103
Sidwell Street, Exeter, to whom 5/- has been sent.

* ¥ * % *

1 MEET GEORGE RICHMCND SAMWAYS
Part 4.
By W, 0. G. LOFTS

Qe Were you the zuthor of "Pride of the Ring" first published in
the 3d. "Greyfriars Herald" - and later reprinted in the "Boys Friend
Library" both under the name of 'Mark Linley.!

A. Yos, I was the author of these boxing tales - Neddy Welsh the
boxer featured was actually the name of a boy at my old school.
Archie Howell another character I created in the Magnet, was alsc a
boy from my school in Surrey.

Q. It has recently been suggested that the "Wingate®s Love Affair!
series in the Magnet, Nos, 660 - 664, were not written by Charles
Hamilton. Can you throw any light on this subject?

A. These stories were certainly not written by me - and I should
really like to peruse a copy of the series before making a definite
statement, Going strietly from memory I feel sure howevernm that they
were written by Charles Hamilton. It well may be that he was sent the
plots for them and he may have had to write on a subject with which

he had no sympathy or enthusiasm. Hence, his worlk would appear less
brilliant than usual.

Q. I expect that there were many amusing and interesting letters
received in the Magnet office during your editorizl connection with the
Companion Papers, Did many rcaders think that Greyfriars and St. Jim's
were real schools?
A. Where readers believed that the schools and characters were real
we did net like to disillusicn them, I remember one occasion when we
took a young office boy - who believed that Greyfriars existed, down
to my old school in Surrey, pointed it out to him from the adjacent
pine-woods, and kidded him that it was Greyfriars}

Another time I remember that a brilliant Charles Hamilton story
featured the wmhappy plight of Didc Penfold - who was in a very dire
need of financial assistance. His plight so moved many of the readers
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that they sent hin gifts of money addressed to 'Greyfriars School',
Friardale, Kent. By arrangement with the Post-office these letters
were transmitted to the "Megnet'! office - where the money, of course,
went to a deserving charity.

On another occasion, I remember a gentleuan named Vernon-Smith
coming up to the Anplgemated Press - and very annoyed was he - that
his name-sske the 'Bounder' was - or had been - featured in a very bad
light!

Q. Who was actunlly the artist of drewings under the pen-name of
'Frank Hugent' nostly featured in the 'Greyfriars Herald.'

A, The artist wes actuslly Lewis R. Riggins, whe was first editor
of the comie "Chuckles". A big jovial type of man, he wfortunately
died at a very early age. Whilst on the subject of "Chuckles" it was
myself who created the school of Clarvemont — featuring Toddy Baxter
and Co. I an completely mystified at some appearing under the pen-
nane of "Prosper Howard' - as I was never aware of any per-nare given,
It is quite possible that they were taken over by another author during
my war service.

Q. Were you aware that R.S. Warren-Bell had written a few Greyfriars
stories?

A, I was astonished to learn that R.S. Warren-Bell has been credited
with having written Magnet yarns. This great author of school stories
(his tales of 'Greyhouse® and 'J.0. Jomes' in the 'Captain' were
classics) was personally known to ne. Towards the end of World War I,
he was drafted into the Royal Flying Corps, and served with me at
Heedquarters, South Bastern Area, St, James's Street, London. We often
'ielked shop' together, but he never mentioned to me that he hnd writien
any substitute stories for the 'Magnet' and 'Gen'. He certainly never
wrote any whilst I was on the staff; not did his pame appear as a
substitute author in records which I had access to. The only solution
is that perhaps he wrote sone whilst I was away from Fleetwsy House in
the years 1917 - 1918. It may also be possible that he wrote some of
the Gordon Gay stories in the '"Empire Library' under the pen-neme of
tProsper Howard! - for Warren Bell's brother wrote under the name of
'Keble Howard,!

(The informetion that Warren-Bell had written Magnets yars came from
¥r, Fred Gordon Cook, another of the prolific substitute writers, and
an author in his own right. These were written wnder the editorship

of John Nix Pentelow in the period 1917-18, which explains Mr, Samways
being amazed at Warren-Bell's name included as a substitute writer,
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Actually Warren-Bell was s great friend of lMr, Pentclow — and
readers nay recollect Mr. Pentelow mentioning this in one of his
editorial chats — W. 0. G. Lofts)

Q. Would you say that John Nix Pentelow was the greatest writer of
cricket yarns for boys ever?

A, John Nix Pentelow had a more intimate knowledge of cricket than
any other writer of his time. He had been editer of "Cricket"; he
knew all the heroes of the game intimately, and was certainly well
equipped to write on the subject His stories may, indeed, bave been
somewhat too techniecal.

Q. What in your opinion were most powerful stories that Charles
Hamilton ever wrote?

A. In my opinicn, undoubtedly the Reginald Talbot yarns, featuring
Marie Rivers, and that of her father Professor John Rivers. With the
exception of some stories written by me at a later date, all the Talbot
yams were written by Charles Hamiltonm,

To be continued.

CRICKETANA

The following article by L. E. S. Gutteridge, is reprinted from
the April 25th issue of the Cricketer. It is full of interest for
members of our nobby circlel

This is in effect a Collector's Corner, It is not specifically
called so, since I have a feeling that the term may have been used
before, It is proposed to deal with items of exceptional interest at
length, and to a lesser extent with such Cricketana as changes hands f
from time to time, and may be worthy of note %o the interested reader.
It is also hoped to keep the reader interested.

That omnivorous collector, the late E. Rockley Wilson, possessed
among many other fine things an exceptional collection of what might be
called Cricket "Bloods." Such luscious titles as "Body-line Bill the
Bowler" and "Cricketer~Cracksman" (run scorer by day and safe-breaker
by night) are fair enough examples. They consist of lurid paper-
covered magazines of some 64-90 pages most ineffectively secured with
a wire staple that rusts rapidly. They retailed at 4d. each. These
are a natural evolution of such collectors delights as Varney the
Vampire, Dick Turpin, Sexton Blake and The String of Pesrls. They have
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a recurrent theme of the schoolboy's cricket hero, who, against the
vilest jealousy and opposition of the relative of the county chairmen,
who happens to be caeptain, finally wins through the merry his beautiful
and wealthy niece. He always plays for England end his deed with bat
and ball are only equalled by his phencmenal fielding. I have much
appreciated the excuse that this article provides to make time to read
some of them.

One of particular interest is entitled, "Captain of Claverhouse"
end, according to its cover and its half title, it is by "Wally Eammond,
England's Famous Test Cricketer," It is a "stunning yam cof school and
cricket." It was published by the Amalgemated Press and was No. 293 of
The Boys! Friend Library (New Seriea) and has 64 pages, "Who 'sacked’
Barham? A1l 6Blaverhouse is buzzing with that question from the moment
that & housemaster is found tied hand and foot with a sack over his heed,
Then comes a still bigger sensation; the finger of suspicion peints to
Drummond Cloyme, the finest cricketer and the most popular captain
Claverhouse has ever had."

Docs this whet your appetite? Alas it is long out of print and
space~travel has usurped its place.

No. 680 of the Boys® Friend Library is also entitled "Captein of
Claverhouse™, has a new and brighter cover, is dated July 6th, 1939,
and has no mention of any suthcr's name. Then appeared a smaller pub-
lication with a newly designed cover. It is entitled, "Ceptains of
Claverhouse" (the plural is intentional) and the author is given as
John Grey. It is Mo, 23 in the "Boys' Wonder Library." The publisher
is the same, but the price has fallen by half to twopence for 64 pages.
How cen a book with the same number of pages, but only half the number
of words per page contain as much material as the 4d. edition? The
answer is that it cannot and does not. The problem of condensing a
book has caused many an editor to frown and the menufacturers of blue
peneils to rejoice. There exists a perfect method that has the hall
mark of genius by virtue of its simplicity and speed. The editor's
furrows disappear and the blue pencil manufacturers pay a more modest
dividend on their first debentures, Simply remove altemate chapters.
I assure you that this method was adopted in John Grey's "Captains of
Claverhouse," Doubtless the editor had the best interests of youth at
heart and was intent on providing them with an opportunity to exercise
their ingenuity and o develop their imagination, by filling in the gaps.
I cannot feel that John Greys edition, although at half-price, was good
value as the original Wally Harmond at 4d. In any case, the Welly
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Other titles are:- "The Mystery Batsman" (Grand Story of Cricket
and International Intrigue), "A Wizard at the Wicket", "The Hypnotised
Cricketer" and "The School Boy Test Match Player." There are many
others.

* * % ¥ ®
REX DOLPHIN

Rex Dolphin wishes to thank, through the medium of Collectors!
Digest, all those kind people who responded to his S.0.S. in S.B.L.
No. 435, for a eopy of the out-of-print Peter Saxon novel ACT OF
VIOLENCE, all the more beczuse not one asked for peyment! Surely a
very moving demonstration of the brotherly spirit which anirntes Blake—
lovers. One gentleman (or lady?) omitted to enclose his (or her
address = it is hoped that this reader will accept thanks through the
C.D. A1l others have been thanked personally.

4s a result, Rex has a few spare copies of ACT OF VIOLENCE which
he would like to dispose of to any readers needing it for their
collection, First cone, first sorved! He would also be pleased to
hear from eny readers interested in Blake - criticisms, collection—
telk, gossip - anything, provided that Blake is the foeal point,

He also makes a suggestion which might in some small way help to
widen Bleke's public. As we know, our S,B.Ls are displayed (if that
is the word!) buried anong piles of sinilar-sized publications. May
we appeal to Blake-lovers on seeing such a display, to take a quick
look round to make sure they are not being shadowed, and then very
guictly pull out the Blskes and put them in the fronk of the packl

* % O ¥ ¥

DID YOU KNOW........By Derek Adley

That, one of the most prominent authors concerned in the writing
of the yearly Dixon Hawke Case Book was Westem Story writer, T. C, H,
Jacobs. Mr, Jacobs, whose real name incidentally is Jacques Pendcwer,
does not write juvenile fiction much these days, but in pre-war years
wrote for a variety of papers ircluding Triumph, Wizerd, Adventure,
Dixon Hawke Library, end in mere recent years has written for the
Comet, Sun and Knockout Comic, Mr. Jrcobs was also the anthor of the
majority of Dixon H wke seriels that appenred in the Adventure, adding
to this he was yet another of the band of Sexton Blake authors,,.and
so the list grows,

That, the famous fictional character "The Srint" was based on a
suggestion given to Leslie Charteris by Mr. Leonard Pratt, one time
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editor of the "Thriller."

Leslie Charteris, whose real nane is Leslie Charles Bower Lin, is
the son of a Chinese surgecn, and today has become werld famous due to
the popularity of "The Saint" and enjoys a well eatablished residence
in America.

That, Frank Howe, who wrote for the post war "Western Library" and
is perhaps not so well known to collectors, actually wrote about 150 of
the Dixon Hawke Libraries, and all in his spare time, for writing was
purely a recreational job, although he has written between 2000 and 3000
stories.

That, the man conzidered by nany other authors to be the most
prolific writer for D.C. Themson's juvenule publications was Reginald
George Thomas.

The quentity of stories he wrote was tremendous, one author gives
his out ut as being about 12,000 stories and another describes him as
Thenson's star writer, it would asppear that this did not only epply to
Thomson's for looking through the records it is apparent that he wes also
one of the A.F's busiest writers tco. R.G. Thomps, who died sonetime
over a year g0, hes a son who is now amployed on the cditorial staff
of an Amalgsnated Press feminine putlication,

That, Max Brand and George Owen Baxter whese stories appeared in
the "destern Library" were one and the same men, the real identity being
Frederick Foust,

Faust was one of the most prolific writers cf this century and
actually wrote wnder nineteen different pen-nemes, these being as
follows:=

Hax Brond George Owen Baxter
Martin Dexter Peter Dawson

Lee Bolt Walter C, Butler
George Chnllis Even Evans

BEvin Even Frank Austin
Peter Henry Horland Hugh Owen

Henry Uriel "B

David lMenning John Frederick
Hicholas Silver Frederick Frost
Dennis Lawton

Stories under the names of George COwen Baxter and John Frederick
appeared in Lloyd's Boy's Adventure Series during the 1920s. Faust who
was an fnerican, died from a shell fragment in the chest during world
war two, while working as a war correspondent, he was gged fifty - two
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foremost miters.

Note - The sbove informaticn has been selected from either letters from
Editors and Aurthors or from refercnce books. Any errors can only be
due to time and narory of the criginal author or recorder of the
information,

FHRE KRR HHOHE

NELSON LEE COLUMN

BY JACK WOOD, Nostaw, Stockton Lanc, York.

Phone: 25795
* X % % %

Py

Was Edwy Senrles Brooks toc fantastic in his stories of Nelson
Lee and Fipper and the boys of St, Frank's, not, of course, forgetting
the girls of Moor View?

That is a controversisl question, and has received many answers
over the years. In advance of his #ine, maybe, but fantastic? = the
following extracts from recent issues of the York evening paper would
suggest that fontastic is certainly not the right word to apply to
Brocks' superb adventure stories in lends of fancy.

FREAK 'TROPIC' AREA IN THE ANTARCTIC

Hembers of the New Zealand Antarctis expedition who returned to
Wollington today reported a strange "tropical place" in the heart of the
Antarctic continent, says Router.

Dr. C. B. Bull, leader of the Wew Zealand Victoria University
Antaretic cxpedition, said his party had struck "fantastically high
tenperatures™ in o sewenweck expedition into strange dry velley systems
of Victoria Land, west of McMurdo Sound.

"The highest temperature was 47 degrees and minimum teuperatures
22 degrees Fahrenheit at our base" he said. "Winds blew up or down tho
valley where our base was set up.

"The wind from the plateau was warm, and the wind fron the sea
was cold. It was 211 erazy "

Glaciers melted
Dr. Bull said that, during his seven weeks in the Antarctic, his

party worked in a "very special area" where glaciers melted and lokes
of fresh water sparkled in the sunshine.
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The d ry valley orea wes o meteorological puzzle to which the
expedition would seek an answer this winter fron data gathered in the
field.

hceording to all known facts, the wind from the 10,000 foot
high poler plateau should have been cold and the wind fron the sca
Warm.

It was possible that a large area of ice-free rock in the dry
valley ares had somcthing to do with the puzzling westher conditions
he said.

"We did not feel ecold until we retumed to Scott Base (Heiturdo
Sound), The base was at least 20 degrees colder than our tents in
Rocky Velley in Vietoria Land."

* x X ¥ ¥
PLANET VENUS IS TARGET FOR JUNE

The United States Adr Force will meke two attempts to send space
vehicles to the planet Venus in June, usually well-informed sources
t01d Reuter at Cope Canaveral today. They will be part of the lational
Jcronautics and Space Aduinistration's space programme for this year.

in official said the launching would be dene by two-stage versions
of the Thor and Atlas missiles, known as the Thorable and Atlas-nble.

The two shots at Venus would probebly be attempted in the middle
of June, when the enrth and the planet are in the best pesitions
Telative to each other,

One shot would probably be an attenpt to put a setellite into
orbit round the planet, the other might go past it and beyond into
outer space.

FTTITTT I * *

Old Boys Book Club

LOYDON _SECTION. The second meeting of the Michaclmas term tock place
% St, Frank's College alias Bob Blythe's abode at Neasden. Beb opened
the lectures with a humorcus reading from Felson Lee Library Ne. 400
(01d series) Petticoet Rule, This was well received as was Don
Webster's "Ansgroms" quiz. Eric Fayne's lecture this tine was "Totto"
with very acceptable prizes, new student Jolm Brazier, winning one of
the coveted ctched drinking glasses.

"Lotto", by Bob Blythe, was thoroughly enjoyed; "Show Business"
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Quiz by myself went down well and the ever popular Eliminator was
snother success. Bill Lofts rendered his selection .of "Desert Island
Bocks", quite a good collection for a castaway. His mugber cne of
"The Hotspur" which he shewed, was 211 the more nemorable as he in-
forued the gathering that all too soon "The Hotspur™ was reverting to
21l picture strips. Pleasing to see Josie Prolaan agein arongst the
gathering of 29.

Reuben Godsave hopes to have a likewisc attendmce when wo mect
&t his residence at 35 Wocdhouse Read, Leytonstone, London, E. 11,
Phone: MARylend 1737. Sundoy,Nevember 15th. Those intending to be
present kindly infornm our nost, Reuben Godsaves Full directions for
cetting there will appear in Newsletter. UNCLE BENJAIIN.

NORTHZRY SECTICN 0.B.B.C. MEETING. 239, Hyde Park Road, lLeeds — 10th
Jctober, 1959, Another excellent attendance for a popular Gerry
/1lison evening, Before the tea interval, Gerry delighted his
cudience with a survey of three main facets of the work of Charles

* apdlton, comedy, drana and cheracterisation. His tallk, vhich it is
hoped will bo printed in the Anmual, was admirably illustrated with
rendings from Amilton stories, notably of Clarence Cuffy's arrival

at Rookwood and of the early adventures of Frank Courtenay, the Boy
without a Kame, at Highcliffe.

Ifter tea, Gerry kept us on our tces with a subtly contrived
puzzle in which we had to find, in order, the names of a nuuber of
St. Jin's scholars hidden in an sccrostic, Geoffrey Wilde found the
sclution firsk,

In what has since furned out tc be his last appearance at a
ncoting of the Club, Herbert previded more interesting news from
C.D. sources ond said the fnnual was meking geod progross.

MIDLAYD SECTICH 0.B.B.C. Heeting held 28th September, 1959. /fpart
T-om a quiz set by Tom Porter, which included Hamilton items and a
referance to "A Hagnet" and ™. School Friend" in Win Pertridges sele-
ction of eight Looks she would take on her Desert Isle, there was

not much of the ususl mm of old boys book lere cbeut this meeting.
Noman Gregory gave us n very interesting tall on Trlbot Baines Reed, w
who he cleimed was the foremmmer of the mthors speeializing in the
school yems we are fuiliar with., T.B. Reed bogan es a junicr reporter
in 1879 and wrote for the B,0.P. under tho pen—name of Tibby. Fron
then cnwards up to 1892 his famous schocl yoms ran as serials in the
B.0.P. These included, besides his best known classic - The Fifth
Forn at St, Dominies — such grand yards as "Tom, Dick and Harry" -
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"he Three Guinea Wotch" - "My Friend Smith" - "Master of the Shell" -
", Dog with a Bad Neme" — and "Cock House at Fellsgarth," A rcmarksble
foet was, that though all these classics showed a profound knowledge
cf life at a public school, it was established that Talbet Baines Reed
had never been to a public scheel. dgnin Nomean drew attention to the
wey these yams of school life by Talbet Baines Reed (mld others like
him) werc generally ignored by the 0.3.B.C. and that despite the fact
that one and all they were of o high moral standard.

During the night there was a very interesting discussion on the
1life end work of Zame Grey "The Man of the West". It transpired that
guite a mmber of cur nermbers are Wild West fans and it was cbvious
that these tastes would have to be catered for in future programmes.
This $alk on Zane Groy followed on or was intrcduced by Win Partridge
whese choose"The Docrstalker" - Grey's novel of the Grand Canyon of
Cclorado game reserve, as one of her Desert Isiand Bovks. Outdoor
life in Canada was exemplified in a Jalna Book by Mazo De La Roche,
also "British Birds" by Gordon Humelyn. Hor own selection from an
anthology of pocus was ancther choice and elsc "The Mermaid" by Fens
indersen. She would toke a "™Magnet" and a cony of the "School Friend."
To complete this interesting mixture, Bocecacics Decamercn. 4 very
interesting progronue for the ten mombers who were present. A quiz of
#5 items set by Tom Porter was won by nyself with 11 right end the
library raffle was won by Jack Corbett. The report in a London paper
of an interview with Frank Richerds by Brian Sayer, our young postal
rember, was passed rownd, too, FURRY BROSTER - Secretary,

HERSEYSIDE BRANCH 0.B,B.C. Sundny, 4th Cetober, 1959. There was guite
a good gathoring for thisn the cighth innual General Xecting of the
Horseyside Branch 0.B.B.C. The election of officers was the first
business te be dealt with and the result was that Don Webster was re—
clected Chaimmen and the writer of these nctes, lermen Pragnell, elected
Secrotary, for the second time in his seven yoars with the Club. Thirdly,
George Riloy was re—elected as Librarian,

4 letter sent by Frank Unwin, the previous Secretary, to all branch
nabers wes fully discussed and debated. Certain conclusicns regarding
this werc resched and agreed upon by all mermbers. Under dccters orders
Frank has had to give up many of his hobbies, the Club bei.g one of
then, but fortunntely for us all, for only six wmonths, when it is hoped
that Frank, fully reccvered, will return to tcke up his previous
activities. Frenk will be missed by us all, for over the past year he
has been ono of the branch's leading lights, It was alsc decided that
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the office of Vice-Chaimen should be dissolved.

It was further agreed upon that as we arc a non=profit moking
branch our Library charge should be reduced - this to the benefit
of us all.

After the rather heavy side of the meeting had been dispesed of,
tea end biscuits come as a weleome relief, and we all tock #ime off
to delve into the many new books thot have been added to the library.

Further discussion of the Greyfriars Cup Competitions ook place
next and it was sgreed that all entries would be read and finalised
at the Noverber meeting.

Don Webster's quiz came next, in which we were given three
answers to each of fifteen questions. A1l we had to dc was to signify
the right answer. This turned out harder than it sounded with
questions ranging from the F.4. Cup to twenty yeor old films. The
quiz was won by Jim Walsh with eleven points, followed by Bill Windsor,
Bill Creenwcod and Frank Cass with ten points each. This quiz
incidentelly, completescur Lesgue Table, shewing Greyfriars to be ot
the tope

Membors present were Don Webster, Jim Walsh, Frank Cese, Bill
Windsor, .Ernie Steer, Pat Laffry, Bill Greenwood end yours truly.

Next meeting, 8th November at 6.30 p.m. when a special attracticn
will be o brend new musical quiz by Bill Windsor. Please note the
new address. 7 GWENWYLLA ROAD, WATERLOO. NORMUN PRACIELL — Secrctary.

* % x ® ¥

NOTICE

1t would be greatly appreciated if all future correspondence
and remittances for the Editor of the C.D., monthly or Annual, were
sent to the new editor, Mr, Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road,
Surbiton, Surrey.

In order to clear up Herbert's estate, the following information
would be welcomed by Jack Wood, 328 Stockton Lane, York, as soon as
possible, so that the solicitors may complete their inquiries.

1, Details of present state, so far as known, of subseriptions
for C.D. and C.D. Annual. Please bring up to date if in arrears.

2. Statement as to any books which Herbert may have held in
transit between collectors; borrowed by him; or loaned by hin, This
will enable the Northern Section ¢.B.B.C. at his request, to dispose
of Herbert's own books and papers to the best advantage.
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The current issue of the C.D. has been produced and edited under
great difficulties. The Agency has done a great job in ensuring that
it is out as near to time as possible, and they are also working full
pressure on the Anmugl. Please excuse any errors which may have crept
in wnoticed. JACK WOOD.
* O O

HERBERT _LECKENBY
An  Appreciation

Yesterday marked the passing of a milestone in my life. Yester-
day I paid my last earthly respects to a wonderful man - a character
the like of whom I am certain I shall ncver meet again, an enthusiast
whose influence spread far beyond his native land, a writer of well
above average ability, an acknowledged authority on all matters per-
toining to juvenile and semi-juvenile literature, broadcaster, Corcna-
tion Medalist, a kindly and truly simple man, respected and loved by
all who knew him and, to me, a close persongl friend. Herbert Leckenby
was guide, philosopher and mentor to all interested in old boys' books.
He was a&lso a real friend to 211 who had the honour of lmowing him,
Something vital has gone from the world with the passing of Herbert.
We shall not see his like again., In the words that he once used when
reporting the deeth of another old colleague - may the soil rest
lightly on him}

Herbert Leckenby, we who knew you give thenks for that privilege.
In thet Valhalla to which you have gone, may you be able to continue
with your life-long hobby., We can picture you debating and talking
over new discoveries with Harry Stables, John Medcraft, Barry Ono and
Joe Parks. We can visusnlise your enthusiasm in meeting some of those
who heve given you, and us, s0 much pleasure - with John Nix Perl¥elow,
Bracebridge Hemyng, Gwyn Evans, Clarke Hook and Arthur Hardy, with
Ballantyne and with Henty and others whose names, like your own, are
loved throughout the world.

Au revoir, Herbert! I am convinced that we shall meet again and
when that time comes, I look forwaerd to many more long chats like we
had on this earth, round that fireside in York. May we again ride the
range with the Rio Kid and visit the ends of the world with Ferrors
Lord, cheer on the Blue Crusaders in their battle for League and Cup,
solve deep mysteries with Sexton Blake, and what I know would please you
most of all, go back in memory to your beloved Wycliffe, Remember,
Herbert, the first line of their school song? "She made him a gentle-
men, frank and free." Yes, she did, Herbert! Thank you! Au revoir!
R.I.P. STANLEY SMITH



