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* * * * • 

Pri ce 1s . 

J-J£R£J£R l 
Bv Eric Fnyne 

Nearly twenty years ago, soon after the outbreak of war, 
first rccei ved a l etter sienOO "Herbert Lcckcnby". I cannot rcce.11 
the cL.""'CUmHl.w1c~s urder which he f irst was moved to writ e to r::i.c, or 
from whence he obttln9d my name. But soon e. regular correspondence 
was passing between us , and i t continued until the day of his death . 
That s t rcilll, dis ti nct iv e hond- wri t ing of his bccmro very much part of 
r:iy l ife ; rare ly a wee k we-it by during which I di d ~ot have at l eas t 
two l etters f rom Horbert . 

\le had been pen- frie nds fo r a number of years befor e we met. 
In 1947 I was on holi dey at Rhyl in llorth Wales , a.'ld I arranged to 
dri ve over t o Yor k one Saturday - a long journey - and meet Herbert . 
At noon we were shaking hands out side a York cinema . 

If , on fi:rat meeting him, one fe lt any surp rise , t hat f ee ling 
soon gave way to the real isa ti on that here , to use a Yorkshi re ex­
pressio n , ~ms a man who had more in his shop th.a.11 he showed in his 
window. As Herbert and I chatted wit h the passing hours , I fe l t th e 
wonder , as expressed by Goldsmi th : 

• ,, .And stil l t he wonder gre w 
Th.at one S..'i'.Sl l head could carry al l he k'lcwa" 

lie lunched toge ther , walked the f amous r ampar t s of t ho l ovely 
old City , visitod "the museum, a.rd h.:id tee toge th er a As I drove nwey , 
under the sett ing sun , I turned to 1mve t o him, and corr i ed with mo 
the impress i on of a rat her l onel y fi gure . 
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At that ti.me , the C.D. wfl.s in its infancy. I well reGtember th o 
er.cited letters we had exch anged when th e proj ect · of th e C. D. was first 
mooted - the pl a.'lning , tre hopez , ond , evcntue.11:, , t he reclise t ion . 
With t he cooing of the C.D., Herb<ert Leckenby ' s life was conswnmo.ted. 
I t opened for h:in on entirel y new vi sta of exp (;?rienc e and joy; i t in ­
creased his circl e of acquaint:lll.cos md f:::-icnds by man:; hundredfold . 
I t brought hilll a sa tisfaction re had n eve r known befo re , a now stntus , 
a sc.'lse of purpos e and fulfil:nent . 

I t would t.:ivo bum undcrstandcl>l c now if re lnd negl ec ted hi s old 
friend s a li ttl o. He neve r did . His l ett ers dro pped i.'!t o ~.// l ct tc l'­
box with cll their old r e,;u}arity , and con t ir.u ed t o do so till t he end 
of his lif e . In all th e twenty yenr:a we corr esponded we rov er exchmged 
a heate d word, there ·,ms neve r t he slightest breath of disagra e~ t , 
nev er a sing l e moment gone sour . I tr easure t he manory. 

Herbert , i."l some ways, was a s tr ange, rell'l.w:kabl e character . He 
w3 s born on July 2nd , 1889 , so tmt he was just over 70 at the ti r.ie of 
his death . 

We have just a few peeps i.'lto his boyhood as a result of some of 
his ;;ri t ings . Of his early :nanhood, we know very little . J.ccording 
t o repcrts, he began his caree r as a pr i nter, leam.ing his tr ade ¥.ith 
the Yorksh ir e Herald. One would have t !lought hin in his element in 
the newpaper world. Yet we learn tr.at he joined Northern Command at 
the start of the 1914 ·,ar , spen t :forty years as a swi tch board opera tor . 
It seeos a co lourl ess forty years for a man wit h t he brain of Herbert 
Leckenby . 

For , n:ake no mistake, Herbert was a ue.n of exce pt ional talmts . 
If , as I believe , th ere is a higher hand lihich guides the des tir.ies of 
men , is it not certain that, in the last thirteen years of his life he 
filled the place and did the wrl< far which he lnd al ways been inta1ded? 
It is no exaggeration , perhaps , to say that he caree to life with the 
birth of the C .D. 

Perhaps , for the first ti me, he founl an out let for the gifts God 
had given him. He bad a keen eye for tl:e tastes of his read ers; a 
wealth of ta ct , which kept for him t he count less friends lbich he made 
by his kindliness ; a clever pm ; a boundless energy ; a shre wd 
business sense , without which all his guts as an editor mi1?11t h,ne 
been wasted . He was easy-going , which :oade hi4n l ovable , but he had a 
hard core of str ong character, based on a f irm sense of tru th and 
jus ti ce . 

In xunning, single-handed , this mBgBZine ani the Annual in all 
its various f acets , Her bert Leckenby accomplished sooething which could 
have only .. l:een .. achieved .. b;r, a man .. dedicated ....... A ... remaikable ... characte r . ... . .. 
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His passing bas l eft a void whic h can never be fill ed . Those of us 
who knew hiti 'ill.11 nover forget him. Perhops iierte rt would say: "I t 
i s \~nderful to be r.dzsed." 

A.~d how we all ru.ss him. 

* * * .. * 
HEJU!IB1' uECKlli:SY LAID TO = 

The funeral of Herbert Leckenby t ook place on Monday, 26th 
Octobar , 1959 . After a sin pl e and covin g service at the 1'!et hodist 
Church, the intoroont took place at York Cemetery. 

Many relatives and nu,,erous 1?:ecbers of t he O.B.B.C., followed 
t h, coffin t o its las t re s ting plac e . There •,1ere cany beautiful 
flc r al tributes . 

The Collecto rs ' Diges t, and ~.e~bers of the Old Boys' Book Clu bs 
a ll over the world , extend t o Mr. Ray-:ond Leckenby, Herbert ' s sen , 
md oll t he fs.'Oily, th eir very deepest sycpdh y a t t his sad t i.J:'.e. \fo 
hope t h, t lir . Ra,ymond Lcckenby r.ey gl ean great comfort fro o t.'10 bm: ­
l OOge of the uni versa! estc eI!! in ti.'hich his f et her 'lillS held . 

• Ji.*** ** **'* 
* 

TRIBUTES 
Tributes to our lat e\ &litor and fri end, iierber t Leckenby, have 

poured in , bi o.n W'lceasing stre~ . Lack of space oakes it quite i?>o 
poss ib l e to pr in t th en al l, or even t o quote f rom the e a ll, but he:-c 
is e. representat i ve sel e ct ion , showing the effec tion and es teec in 
which Herbert was held by al l his readers . 

FR.Ai,!( RIC'!'.:J>.!JS: (Presidmt of the O. B.B.C. ) "I nn deeply saddened 
t o le arn of Herbert • s death . The news has cast a gl oom over ey day. " 

FiW,X Cl.SE: "The loss of lier bert could not affec t me rtor e if he were 
a near re l ati ve . Whom the gods l o•,e , died yoUP.g! I think t hat 
applies tc Herbert , for he died a boy at heo.rt . Gcd be with hie ! " 

iit.\ROLD LkC'!C; "Vty only regret is u ,.at I ne.rer he.d the ple as ure and 
priv ilege of meeting Herbert , but I shall always have happy memories 
of one who, I am sure , must have been a very clw.rming person . 11 

i-L\i'DN SAJ.a~ON: "A brave and pati ent man, of t hat ther e is no question -
and, even if I cannot claim to have had the sWiie personal contac t, 

' ' " ' ' • . ... , . .,, ,,. _ • ...,.,,,. ,. .,,.,_.,, ,,~•""' ' '"' "' '""" "'" 'MO·•••~, .. ,..,..,,, , ,.,, ,~ ..... ............. .. . ,. ,. ... ,. .,._~ -«•t•'- " M"• ....... , ,.,,,. .............. ~,,,_ .. ,. ,., ..... , .. . 
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t hro ugh l ack of opportun ity , as per l>.e.ps a nu:nber of th e 11>amber s , I 
have al ways fe l t him a true f riend ." 

STiJILEY KNIGHT: •i,n,a t a wonderf ul l!!onu,nen t to him i s t he wor ld -wido 
meober shi p of Ol d Boys ' Book l over s , whi ch , th r ough hi s vision and 
ent hus i a sm, he broug ht in t o beine. • 

F . ADDING'l'ON SYMONDS ( ,'ounde r and Chief Edi t or "The Champion" and 
.t.ssoci a ted J ournal s - ~gama t ed Pr ess , Ltd ., 1922- 24) : "The passir.g 
of Her be rt lecken by is a grove and iITe parab l e l oss to the cause for 
which he worked f or so lo rl,'l and with such s elf - sa cr ificing ent.>1usia.c,. 
He did more , pe r ru:ps , t han any man t o keep the love of t he old boys • 
pape r s nlive and to re v ive gold en manories ru:iong those who, like my­
self , we~ ac ti-, ely assoc i ated wi. t h mmy of these journals in t he past . 
;, kindly m d generous man, he had a quiet , pervas i ve charm that 
endeared him t o al l with ,mom be came in to contact ; and he ,ms a good 
a'ld loy t.1 fri end , as I per sonal l y have reason to rcmmbe r . That his 
great 1«0rl< wi ll live l ong afte r him is at l east ce rt ain . No l ess , 
sur el y , must he hil:lself be r er.iembered wl th prid e and o.ffection by al l 
who hnd t he privil ege of hi s friendship . May hi s kind l y soul rest in 
peace . 11 

GIDRGE SELL,\RS: "The spirit rove r dies • • • • th o Good l ives on eternally 
. .. . onl y the base r things c c:n die . I r egard ed our Heroert as a -,cry 
good f ri m d ever sinc e I discovered his be l oved C. D. in Ma)y, 1953. 
Altr.ough I never had the honour of sp eaking t o him , I had , through the 
medium of hi s = Y l et t er s t o m , a fee l ing that I l:ed knms,.him fo r a 
very l ong ti !!:e." 

J . SHEPi!EiID: "I t i s impossible to express ono ' s feelings prop er l y , 
but he ~i.11 know what we tho~ ~ of him. I can expres s it be s t in one 
word we use i...'1 Yolkshi.re . He was n 'Toff '" 

1.1;:;:;rnra STl.NDEl: : "£. li ttl e more of Old &,gl and has gon e with his 
pass ing .. " 

1.RlF.UR C.i\RBIN: "I sl'.n.11 :tiss his f ri endship far a l ong t ime , m d shal l 
neve r forge t him . I wrot e nnd to l d him that he and Char l e s Hariil ton 
had e iven m some of th e l'.eppiest hour s of my life. The t rumpe ts must 
eertuin ly have sourned for hi1:> on th e othe r side . Mey he rost in 
pe::.ce . 11 

CfilRLF.":i BA.l(ER: "Whm he wrote , h!s l et t e r s were cl o'eys so k in:! and 
md ers t anding ." 

Ellll/JlD BLIGHT: "It ri ll bo a l ong ti me before collecto r s , all ove r ......... ,_ .......... , .. _ ... _, ________ ,_, ___ , _______ ,._ .................................................... -.............. -......................................... --...... -··------·· .. 
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t ho world , for 8" t the tr err:cndow, mergy th :tt he put into t ho organ i sing 

m d producing of t ho C.D. a..! the !.nnual . 

Hl, .. ruc JOH!lS)lf: "Like mmy hundreds of others , ;rho owe much to Herbert, 

I f eel his passing keenly .• 

FRlJIY. u:-;im;: "To .:e , pcrsoM ll y , Herbert ' s death i s a sad bl ow, We 

corre sponded regularly , excha.'lging cricket news and vie',s , end I always 

enjoyed r eodinB hi s very S!l'.,e and int eresting coc.<nent s on County and 

Test cri cket. 
• Herbert l oved li fe · and he wes loved by his c:any fri e:tds t..., 

"°rld over . He ous t have been a happy c:an in this knowl edge. Throueh 

his wo"1erful worlc ho gave happines s to thousancs . Surely he will bo 

11e ll rewarded because of that ." 

3ILL 10'-'TS: "It is k;,ossib l e for one to put into words the er.cunt of 

good , tho sheer hard work he put int o too hobby. Tho coll ecti.'lg world 

,-ill never be the swr.e again ,ithout his gui dance . 

'":1cll, Bill 11 sai d Horbert , w~n I saw r.J..c off o.t Ki."lg' s Cross , a 

few veeks ago, "that' s enother good vis it over . Hope to see you at 

Chri sb s .• 
u We won' t see you at Chris tms , Herbert, but I' m sure you will be 

with u3 in spir it always . We will never foreet you. " 

II. W. Ttf'i'W: (Wto r of 'Union Jack ' 1921-33 and D.W. ) : "Pra ct ical ly 

sinc le- handed, he built up an ori;anfaa t ion that has beco::,• w rl d-wide 

in only a fe·, years , a'ld apparently he had i.ll the strings of it in hi s 

ow h6:lds, the circu::is ta 'lces bei.'lg vhst they were . I t i s a notable 

achievei,ent -,hich is not widely known as it deserves t o be . A.'ld al ­

though it could not have happened without the co-operation of his 

fellow er.tr.w,insts , the f ac t is that i t did ~.!>ppen, ir.d it was his 

leadership that made i t happen. M,zybe t!le O.B. B.C. widespr, aad gro wth 

bed an el ec:ent of go od t ining about it - the rig ht thi.'lg at tlM> right 

i:,or.iant - but, j ust the so.me, it oouldn ' t have got any,mero without the 

siJ18le-runded devot ion of a i:11m idlo cculd , and did , meke the advnnce ­

mmt of t ho hobby hi s full ti l!lEl interest . I 'm so rry t hat I nevnr mot 

hil!: " 

'.fALTIB \JEBB: "To have contributed to a lllllgazine by one m o, by his 

ent husiasm an:! devotion to t he cousc , contr ibuted so enonr.ously to th e 

cnjoymnt of so mny of his kind, is an honour not li g,itly valued , and 

I courn his l oss very deeply ." 

HARRY IJOliL!ll: "I was Herbert ' s firs t hobby f riend . I spent mony 

happy hour s with him in too streets of York, ard also in his lit tl e __ 
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bouse . 

11 :.s th e years ro llod by I begnn to re alise C>Ore and more the 
genuineness of my.fri end , his s ince rity and his tremendous loyalty , I 

have i:,any friends, but never yet had I another who was so true , genuine, 

and faittuul as Her bert . Despite his eccentricities , he wes a r eel 

choracter , and a gentlecwi t o the very core . Aa l!zy' frimd, Frank 

Pettingell , says : "Peace be t o him and to his generous soul . • 

ALEX S. MAT!!IESJN: "Ho was a "'1all ,om in body , but a voritcl> l e gimt 

in sp irit - " spiri t ~nich sustained bin and his beloved magazine 

through mm,y years o( some h.'.l.rd3hips QM bere,ivemen t . Bis pcsoir18 will 

be mourned in lands the world over." 

LES ROWLEI': "lierbert died in a vell - 1,om ha:rncso, fo r, besides his 

editori al duti e s at home, he kept in touch with on ever-growing circle 

of friends abroad . AS on overseas reader, I hove appr eciated the one 

as ='1 as t he othe r , It is a di fficult job to persuade soceoro living 

thous.:.nds of t1il es a1:ey that he is p,rt a">i p!lre el of a club that is in 

being nt home. 
·• In thi s , Herbert succeeded, ruxl I can give ar.ple testii:?ony that 

those ma,,bers ove rse as were never neglected and thus moo.a to feel they 

wore • out of th e picture • • His keeness for the hobby h!ld en infectious­

ness th at knew :,o boundnries a.">i needed no passpo rt . 
'' So , l ike everyone elae , I ac oorry t.l-tnt ro is no longe r with uD. 11 

JlE:i'TE PATE (Australia): "Sooeho,r, one never t hou ght of age in con­

nectio n wit h P.erbert , and ltl en I wrote him we talked on the ss:,e level 

wich cade me quite forget t hat he bel onged to ey pare.~ts • gene rati on 

instead of mine . ilva ys so your.g 11t mart, it was hard to believe that 

ho had passed om ' s allotted span , and I think th at is why the news of 

his passing came as ruch a sh ock to his friends who had not seen him 

failing in rec ent conths. It is hard indeed to realise t hat I von ' t 

be receiving any mor e of his fri endly letters , so hard to read but 

always l<ell wort h t he e f fort needed to deciphe r tha:i . 
" Herbe rt hos given so rmx:h happiness to his frim ds , QM his 

wol>lerful " erk will be the best IDEIIIOrial nny men could wish for . It 

is sad indeed , to t hink he cay !lave die d al one when he had so =:r 
friends , but also good to knov he passed away so pea cefully after such 

a rewsrding l ife ." 
• .......... 

•******'**** -• 
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Yrom tfie fcfit or 's Cfiair 
b Septecber, Herb ert Lecl<enby visited oo at oy home, He asked 

r.ie to take over t he control and production of this journal end of t !1e 

Annual . 
It was a great surp ri se , n:rl , indoc-d, a ahock to me. I have 

always er,joyed vritin& for the C. D. , but never had I e.,te rt ,ined the 

thought th~t I d€ht one day occupy tho odi tori al chci.r . I hnd neve r 

wmtcd such a responsibility , 
I considered Herbert' s requ£:st. 'i'o ".:,;/ eyes , he was, oven ther., 

n dying """ - a.,d I f elt that I could not refuse what vas obviously 

his earnest desire , I agreed - on tha ur.der stn.ading that I would not 

toke o·rcr until he fe lt quite \.U'tllbl !! to carry on, and on the distin ct 

underst ,mding thct he should resuoe bis old plcce et eny tire ho r.iight 

fool able to do so, 
Naturally , there were many business detail• for us to go into 

togethe r. It , es arra.'lged that I st,ould go to York on Thursday, 22nd 

October . Hy hotel accocoodation vas booked. On Frid ay, October 23rd , 

Horbert and I were to spend tho dey tcseth.::r at th e offices of our 

publishers , 811d plans were to be effected so that I could step in to 

hi s place imodia toly in any ""'ergency, 
3ut on Wednesday :JOming, October 21st , I had a telapbono cal l 

to t oll ::ie that our much-l oved edito r was dead. I vmt nort h a few 

days later - to attend Her bert ' s funer lll . 
If only he hsd been sparec! a few days l"ll8er , so :.uch trouble 

arrl anxiety l<Ould have been avoided. At present , all F.erbert •s 

effoctc are in tre hands of solicitors ; all his assets are froz en. 

As will be readily understood , it is only with the greatest difficult:, 

ttlat I .., able to prevmt a big hiatus in t~.e production end roiling 

of t his paper. It is likely to be a long tice before we get every ­

thing on an even keel again . 
\iit '. y= per.:,ission and co-operation , I in t e!rl t o do :::.:, best to 

carry on. I procise yo,. th at I shall do o:, utoost to ::iai.'1tain the r.igh 

level, both intellectually 811d ooral ly , that Herbert el·~ attained 

with this journal , one of the great l oves of his lifo. 

HAP.D FACTS 

The fact e~erges - and it is a start l ing and discomfort in& fact -

tr.at Herbert ran both the C.D. and the Armual at a considerab l e loss , 

subsidising theCI from his ovn sle nder incon:e. 'ihethe r the C.D, and 

the Annual can be cade self - supporting it is il:ipossible to say at 
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presmt , but it is clear that much of Herbert's tro uble was due to a 
dilatory method of payment on t he part of a surprisingly large number 
of his subscribers . 

There is little doubt that all of us took Herbert to o much fo r 
granted, and a few, from thoughtlessness , took advruitage of hi s easy­
going good nature. Sozoo, of course , always pa.id well in advance f or 
the C.D. am Annual, wd helped him by sa,ding along a stamped enve l ope 
to save him tilr.e and expense in hi s welcome reply . But many paid 
very much i."l arrears - a rrl sone did not pay at all. This lmhappy , 
slipshod systec: gave him great anxiety end tremendous extra woik. 

Herb ert died in harness, as he would have wished . But I , at 
lea st , have no doubt at all that his life came to a prer..ature end at 
t he shrine of these journals which he l oved , and we l ove , so r::uch. 

'IHE !'UTURE 

I c..n cope wit h the editorial work - and my air., ,-ill be to give 
you :3atis f:1ction. I can cope with the vol~inous correspcndmce , o.r.d 
even th ough I cannot write so rr.,rr,;y l etters as Herbert did, every 
reader will kn ow th a t I am delighted to be pelted with corresp ondence 
and literary contributions, even if my replies are , of necessi ty , 
short. 

I cannot , however , cope with the past system of running t re 
fina.'lces of t he aegazine. I an co:winced tha t nobody els e c ould c ope 
with it eithe r, for tm paper would grind to a stop in a wel ter of 
book- keeping . And, even if one oould cope with it, such coirplic a ted 
transactions are intole r a!>le . 

S:Wck pa;JI0011tS by the fe w are unfair to t he editor, who must 
pa.y as he goes ; unfair to too majority who co-operate to t he fullest; 
unfair to the C .D. , acting as a dragging anchor whil e th e el'\{::ines go 
full speed ahead . 

In future, the C. D. and the Annucl will be oper~ted on an 
adva.11ce subscription basis . Subscriptions can be paid for any pe riod -
one month , twelve months - u."lything the reader finds the most co:1-
venicnt . When the subsc ri pti on expires, 3. r eminder wil l be sent with 
the magazine . 

I have had no opportunity yet to study tlr question of advert­
isemen t s , but I ""' given to unde r s tand that these have bean acc cp•ed 
on a scal e of great vari ation . It does not seem fair t hat some shou l d 
pay the full rate , which is reasonable eno1J8h, while others pey l ess 
than half' or on too never-never . I hope to be able to make a definite 
ste t ement on this point next month, but in 1he meantime ins erti ons are 
at .. one ... penny .E_e! woro 1 __ serial _ numbers .. of .Jl!'l'ers __ counti"&' _as _half ... a ........ . 
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word. It appears inevitable that the C.D. will be published at a l oss 
for some t i.me to come. If, as I hope and believe , in the fullness of 
ti me it can be l!lllde t o P!\Y its way , t he benefit will be passed on t o 
re:idors L'l a large r mng32ine, which will give more scope in every way. 

With your sy1:1pathetic support and understanding, i t wi ll be r:ry 
aim to o:air.tai n the C.D. as n j ournnl of which we can be proud - a 
fi tti ng i::e::iorial to our great Edi to r >mo i s gor.o. 

~ 
I offe r my heartfelt thanlr.s to tl\"O Trojar.s of York, who, during 

these recent anxious weeks , have rendered in estix.a.ble service to the 
C. D. and myself . It was due entirely t o !t,r . Jack '.iood t hat the Nov­
ember i s sue cane out on t i r:e, a.'ld he bas •,;orked, tir e l essl y and \U'l­

se l fis hl:, , to help to clear the chaos which descended upon u.<; with 
Herbert's death . Hr. Gor e-3rowne, direct or of the York Duplica ting 
Services , spe=it the entire day W:.th me, i roning out difficult l es , 
lihil e I was i.'I York - a.~d t lEreby landed himself •.ri th hours of night 
worl, to do to make up for his l ost dey . Since then , though this i s 
hi s busi est time of th e yoar , he has been ever a t my beck and ca ll -
writ~ me l ong and helpful l ett e rs , na.king l ong distance t el ephone 
calls , -.<ill:ing and anxious to rel p me in e•,ery way. Thsr~lc you , two 
ver; grand gentl ell:m. 

Fi:lally , grateful than.lcs to the many soor es of people :d10 have 
written rte such heartw-anning l ett ers of e1cou rag e:aent in ray nE:w Ulsk .. 
I mve tri ed to ackl10-'1edge every l et ter, but i f , inadverte :1tly , any­
one has not heard from me, please accept my thanks now. 

*4****•***** * * ** ··· · ·······••****** 
FOR SALE - 45 mint copies C. D. !,ui,ber 110 - 154. Also 1958 J.nnual, 
~t .f.l'e.~· ......... " · ... ~: .. BEAP.DSELL, ... 2 ROSSA'miUE, DAVIllPOilT, __ sTOCKPOR7 . 

EARLY Sexton Blakes , Nelson Lees , Boys' Friend s , f ew S. 0.L' s i.'lcluding 
Nos . 3, 5 , 7, 15 (S.A.E. Requireme,ts) 

44 .. BIEAK HILL ROAD, .. ST. __ HELEN'.s • .... LAN cs ............ , .................... - ................................................ . 
~: Post-w ar Bunter aoo MerrJ books of fered for Coll ect or s ' 
Digest Annuals 1947 - 50 and 1956; and Collectors' Diges t s t - 72 and 
122 . PE'JZR HA!IG!ll, 72 GLAXO\ol STREEr, NCil:l'!IAl·;FTON • 
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Conducted bv JOSEPIIINE PACXMAi! 

27. Archdale Road, East Jluhich, London, S.E. 22 . 

It is nice to be back home and lookir.g after my column once 
again, but it is ,ri th sadness at fue death of llernert Leckenby t hat I 
prepare this I copy ' for Eric Fayne , our new editor a'ld publisher . 

For the past ten years or more both Len md myseli came to look 
upon Her bert as something more than a friend , and the pleasure of 
ente rtai ning hii:I on his vis:i. ts to London was something we always looked 
forward to . Like my hus band, I also have very happy memories of n 
certa in Chris1:J!las '\lent at Knaresborough , at whict , time we spend a day 
nt Yori<: with Herbert and his wife. Our dru.ghter, Elean or, was with us , 
she was quite a yoll!lg gir l than - on t.'int occas ion , and has had a soft 
spot in her heart far Herbert ever since ••. • 

1-/e ar e very fo rtunat e to have Eric continue where Her bert l eft 
off , and it is up to us to givo om- new Editor al l t he support we can , 
tb er<>by malci.ng his Labour of Love a pleasure . 

INSTAli!EllT rm!E 

JOSIE PAC'.cMAN 

... * * * 
CEliTURY-l'.AY.,llS 

(And a few other interest:hig statistics) 
BY WALTER WESB 

DEATH OJ> A STALWART 

Sexton Blake writers were crowded to,;ether in quite a packed 
t hrong in 1924; but this did not act in a'ly way as a deterrent t o 
aspiring newcomers, who continued to wedge ' themselves in to swell t he 
nlltlber of overwhelming proportions , though, but for one very .1ot abl a 
ax:cept ion , none were destined to las t very l ong. Fi r st "as (52) 
W~-/IQ{ REYNOI.ll3, 1m.o, efter making a t emporary excursion fran the 
ciosely associated field of art ists and making not the slightest im­
pre ssio n with ti.. pen in t his - to i-.:im - new and unfamiliar medi= , 
pror,ptly returned to his chosen profbssion . The author of the nane of 
Lomax who volunteered a st ory far the U.J . in February was obvi ously , 
by the sty l e in which it was written , ~he work of Looax of the pink­
covered era , so he can hardly be intrO<iu.ced as a new writer . A month 
late r, Walter Shut e , who started at the A.?. as an office boy , worked -~ .......................... -...... -, ... _ ,_,. __ .... ________ ,_ ....... -.......... -............. _,,,, ____ ................ ·-·-·-·-·---........ _ ... _, _____ ,.. ..................... . 
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himself up t o becoming an editor of the U,J. and then , not caring for 
the job, woot free l ancing and was next to take t he field, though i t is 
not imlikely thet he started a little earlie r - maybe in the late pink ­
jacketted U.J . days. To Blake reade rs end those "'10 remember his 
sp6rt i.r>.g tales for various publicationa far boys he was better known 
as (53) WALTER EDlWUJS. 

April saw the arrival of that turbulent mercurial chara cte r 
from Portmadoc, North Wales , the 23 year-old (54) Gili'.N E",A!IS, one of 
the most imreli abl e yet brilliant authors ever t o take up the pen on 
behalf of Sexton Blake; end this i s li t erally the truth , for Gwyn 
never used e typewrite r, al l his work being submitted in a neat r ead­
abl e hanl. 

Debutentes conti'1ued to take the course at the r ate of about one a 
month, for in May Car.J& ( 55) HAROLD W. TW'tMA.~, bett er known as t he 
editor liho succeeded Walter Shute on the U.J ., and on consequence 
suffered cony a headache in his dealings with the previ ously roontioned 
writer . Then, in June , followed (56) JOHN W. \IHEWAY, and obviousl y 
Ceci l Hayter had crossed th e border , f or the new writ er tock over his 
famous charac t ers , Lobangu and Sir Richard Losely, and t he stoiy he 
wrote about them is chi efly remembered f or the miss -spe ll ing of the 
name of Losely thro~hout the lihol e tale . John Wheway was said to 
have been m admirer of t he characters, which makes i t all the core 
surprising wey he did not know that there was only one ' e ' in the name 
' Losely '; for , if nothing else, this proved one thing - tha t the hand 
of a su~write r was rep onsib l e, th ough - l et it be admit t ed, in all 
fairne ss - a very CODpetent one at tret. As ' Hilda Richards ' lat e r on 
in his career, the autho r wrote sto ri es of that captivating schoolgirl 
char acte r, Barbara Redfern, and her chums at Cliff House School , 
ori ginated · by the one and only Frank Richard s. 

The August Bank Holiday issues of the S.B.L. included a novel by 
(57) J . G. J OllES, who became s truck by that most terribl e of all 
affl i cti ons - blindness . Like Wheway, J. G. Jones wrote stor i es for 
girl s t oo, Ullier the nom-de- pl ume of "&dd Earle ", using .. Ambrose• 
instead of l'hid when writing for boys . In September (58) CRIC!fi'OO 
MIUI ceme al ong, but tt.,r e is a the ory that be might have written 
some of too early pink-covered U.J . Stories , though at the time of 
writing nothing i s definitely known. A man named (59) TYLER arrived 
in October , pre sented a story \Illich Mr. Twyman consid ered good enough 
far inclusion in the U.J. and was new r heard of again . Neith er, up to 
th o time of writing, is his Christian name definitely known. The last 
Union Jack of too year 1924 introduced (60) ANTHONY BAROO, th ough 
,men too_ story . wri t ten by him _was republ ished in ... "Det ective . Weekly" .. in 
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1938, the ll81l!O of Jolul Baron was g ivon. 

In 1924 Andrew Murray's last publ ished sto ry appeared . It was 
called " The S~ of the Yellow Drogon", and brought to an unti.mel,y 
close both in t he U. J . aoo til~ S , B.L . too worl< of oo aut hor who had 
given of his best 1'here too adventures of Sexton Blake aoo Tinker were 
conccmed , In tilese records re holds a proud position , having total l ed 
165 novel a, which included 70 for til e S. B. L. and 95 fo r the U . J . , 
though in the latte r publication it is bare l,y possible that he did 
eventual ly attain th e hurored mane; for in my r eco rds there are si x 
stories wholl,y unaccounted for in regard t o au1horahip , and if Mur ray 
wrote all these, or at least , five, th<rt , on his behalf, it can be 
claimed that he i.s deserving of inclus i on , with Graydon and Teed, as 
beine one of only three autho rs to have wri tten one lnmdred stories 
for tm u.J. alone . One of the stal warts of Bl a.1<:e fiction , se-,e r al 
little errors are to be observed in Andrew Murray ' s las t stories , due 
no drubt , to declining health . It ms been stated that he died of 
paralysis . 

Iri;o t be pl ace vacated by him glided G. H. Teed, with a tally of 
stories only 30 less than Murray's final figure and 75 behi.n:l Gr aydon , 
who continued cOlllfortabl,y placed at -the top having seen the eel ipse of 
his nearest rival, llith 53 stories E. S. Broo ks had now moved forward 
consid eral>l,y, and , in fifih place , was only nine contributions behind 
Rober t Murrey , 

The three new names in 1925 included (61) JOHN NIX PlliTRLO\i, 
fCl!lous for hi s gr am serials of County cricket in the Boys' Realm; 
(62) !IORM.All TAYLOR, anothe r well -known sports • writ er ; and (63) YOUNG, 
whose Chri st ian nama is not known, but >mich may hllve been Stewart , 
.no wrote some detective tales in tile Boys • Herald ear lier on . At the 
end of a not very inspiring year the lead~ positions stood thus: 

W. N. Greydon (2 19) ; G. H. Teed ( 160); Mark Osborne (76); 
Robert Murray (68) ; E. s. Brooks (58) . 

Toe onl,y recruit in 1926 was the already ageing (Eil!) AR'llll,'R 
PA'BRSOJ1, 1'ho, at 64 contributed his firs t Sexton Blake st ory. And 
here is a s"tran8e coinci dence; for it was on Paterson ' s birthday that 
the story -.hich marked his debut appeared in tile U.J. He was born on 
15th Jul,y , 1662 and i t was on Thursda;y , 15th Jul,y , 1926 that t he star y 
appeared , Sad to r elate, in anoth er eighteen months snd one day , h, 
was to pass on , leaving eight unpublished Blake stories behind him, 

Wit h several ot her authors passing the half-century rerl< it is 
necessary to give the latest details at this stage -the end of the 
year, 1926. ll. l! , Graydon (230); G. H, Teed (177j, Mark Osborne 
(78) ; Robert Murray (71); E. S . Brooks ( 60); Allan Blai r (56) ; 
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Gilbert Chester (54); Lewis Jackson (52), Passing Andre·; Murray ' s 

figure of 165 stories , G. ii . Teed tl,u e bec8llle second highest to 

Graydon in .tho nmber of Blake stories written, and t he end of t he 

year saw the l atter ' s lead reduced to 'fl , fine going , hm it is 

remembered that Graydon hod eist,t years start over Teed and that t he 

l at ter l ost over four years • ,Titing between October , 1917 and Fel>­

NarJ , 1922 due to travels aoroed . A.'ld with 54 tales to his credit 

Gilbert Chester , with n little ncceleraticn of progress , could achie ve 

t he feat of passing tho hund..."ed c;:irlc at a faster rate than Gra:,,ion 

did, the la tt er ' s time being seven years end one mor,tb; thou,ih ,i.th 

46 stories still to llli te in tvo and a half years Chester would col:'­

tainly have to exer t hitJself . 
1927 - on! anoth er spate of new faces, eight in all , five ,n 

the U.J ., the rewnde r in the pages of the S.B. L. First (65) 

LADBROKE BIJ.a<, who wrote his first Blake when in his 50th year a.-d 

contributed soce pretty desultory stuff afte rwards, cany of t he yams 

appearing umor the name of Paul Urquhart . This pen-name is intere~t<..ng 

because it wns also usod by a man vi th i.'ho::, Black collaborated on 

occasion , but who, it r.rust be clearly stressed , did not use it in the 

lll'iting of Sexton Blake atories . Thocao Cox Y.eecb, a parllacientary 

journalist ard lect ur er , and the author in question , was Paul Urquhart 

l<hen jointly writing with Black such work as "The Eagles", "The Web" 

"Tl~ Shadow" ard others ; but Paul Urquhart was Lo.dbro:~ Black where 

BlakD was cooccmed . Strangely enough, both Black and rleech died 

vi thin three mont hs of one snother in 1940, 

(66) TQ\l SIDHIER made his debut with a pleasing stor-1 of the 

Turf in f!arch , end he ,as followed b April by (67) HOOOi!!O;I TO\ltlLE:Y. 

A t ale about yachting brought in (68) C. MALCOI,"1 HillC.S in July , and 

he wns closaly followed by Gerald Verner , '<ho vrot e all his Blake 

stories under the psetdonym of (69) DO!li,ID STU/.R?, (70) L:S'i'ER BIDS'l'ON 

=a next 1 followed a week or two later by (71) R. L. aADFIELD; and 

al t hough \ 72) STACEY BLAKE is introduced here for the first time , he 

~.ey, o.s ,,_~ old hnnd, hnve contributed in t he pink -covered U.J . deys , 

.ro so, in t o 1928, vi th Teed just six short of his 200 and only 

47 bo~.ind Gr cydon, a position made even ,:ere interestii'.g by t rc fa ot 

that yet mother author enters the records - Anthony Skene, with a 

not out score of 51. 
* ****« '* *** 
* 

~ C.D's !los. 63-130, 9d each . C.D. Anr.uols 1952-1956 7/ - each , 

All inclusive of postae,, . NCRMIJI PR:.GNELL, 33 BRAE STR!:.::l', LIVEl!POOL, 7, 
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OC'l'OBil\ 1 1959 

WAL!( rn THE Sl!ADOIIS (No. 437) . . " ......... REX DOLPHIN 

A novel whicr. is not only above the usual lengt h but is corre s­

pondin&ly highe r in quality than ti:e average S. B. L. as woll . Quotation 

here of ho well - worn and r.ackneycd phrases is r esis ted because it 

would be tan t amo1mt to pr e.ct ically giving awey th e identity of s>h<Hi.id­

it in 1his neatly constructed but by no means crigi:nal C\YSt ery of the 

murder of Gordon Allbr ight , a mn fsmliar and feared in the ...,r ld of 

coc=,erce , whose sudden death orougi, t agai:is t t he heads of various 

employees of t he Kirl<dal e Tel evi sion Limited the stab bing finge r of 

suspi cion . 
Even the most critical o f Blsk e devotees will like th.; way Sexton 

Blak e is portrayed here - the hunen , kindly and cons iderab l e champion 

of t he oppressed , ..,t the implacable and tma c io us enemy of the sup pres ­

sor . Paul a ' s se rv ices are r.ot required , but Mario n , a r api dly maturjng 

me,:ber of tha organisation , B8Sin prov es her ce tal in a case Yhich 

net ts the finu a 1<ell-earned £20 ,000 . Tinker also plays an important 

part · Roting .. • .. Very eood . 

• * * 
TOUCH OF EVIL (No1 438L-................................. -· ... ................. J.Rl'HUR MCLEAN 

Sexton ill,ike , Tinkar , Pllllla Lane and Spl ash Ki rby among t he 

countains , gl ens and loc!is of Bonnie Scotland . For lo· , e and romance 

the perfec t setting ; but it was into somethin,g much l ess idy ll ic that 

BJ.,ike end Splash for aged as , in the for.oor ' s silve ,,...grey Bentley , they 

raced thro~ the gen tl e sl opes of heather 111d gor se . such a contribu ­

to:cy fac t or t o tho rugged beauty of ttie Hig!.l ands , en ro ute for the 

Rocket Rosoarch Establishment s t Kilb reck for the purposo of obtaining 

fo r t he nowspapermm an in t erview wi tti the Direct or in which to gl e:in 

fac ts end figures on Bri tsin • s Goophssical Research Pro grnmne for the 

'Dai ly Post • . 
Blnk e ' s interest in th e proceedings , SOC>Owhat detached at first . 

is en livened into ac tiv e pllrticipation when he sees Karla Lindecann , a 

once bea utif ul scient i s t bi.-t now on emaciated ond ageing womn , th ro w 

herself from th e roof of tile building . To Art hur 1-:acloan has fal l Ell 

th e di st inc ti on of being the fir st 8llthor to br ing Bld<:o into contact 

vi th the unknown perils which lurk in the vastnesses of oute r space . 

Rating . .... Very good . WALT:R llEBB. 
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HAMIL TON IANA 
FISHY THOOGIII' OF IT FIRST 

Early in liov'3Ilber the natiolllll press reported the activities of 

two boys at Lowestoft Gramar School , ,mo started on Insurance Scheme 

"4!ainst punishmmt s . Insured members gd 4/- for a caning , 3/ ;. for 

do.tcntion , 1/- for every hundred lines , and so on. A a,aster at t he 

school , pcrhnps ndmiring his pupils ' initiative , put sanething about 

the sche~e L'l. the school ~inc. 
In the "Dnily Telegraph " for November 3rd , Mr. G. E. Dixon of 

Rcdditch wrote a l et t er t o the Editor , pointing out thct t!E oritizi ­

ato r of tho idea vos Frank Richards . "fa one of his Greyfrinrs sto ri es , 

written 40 years ago in tho Me.gnet, one of his cr.ar~cters, fl.sher T. 

Fish , or ganised tho P.B.P.I.C . , which oonnt the l'!-o Bono Publico In­

rurancc Compmy. " 
Mr. Dixon ended his l etter : "Dnro one suegest thnt tho pupils 

of Lowcstoft Gra= School rod socchow col!11l across a copy of that 

old l'.Bgnet?" 
.. * * • * 

FRJ..lf,< RltllAP.I:S a., RADIO 

On llond!I)• evening , Nove~ber 16th , Prank Ric!>.41,ls vas heerd in 

Radio Newsreel. The B.B. C. called the it '3Il "Old 1'mes in deod 

l&".guages•, and ,-Ir. Richards was interviewed concerning his recent 

hobby of tra."lSlsting famoun S0"88 into Latin . The inte.'"\'iewer made 

th e slip of a.'lnouncing that "Fifty years 8fP Mr. Richards cre Gted Billy 

Bunter in a paper called the •c .... " That was near mough for tm B. B.C. 

Mr . Richards vas on unqualified success, his pleasant voice calling 

delightfully, and with real yruth , over the nir . Then, to surprise us 

all , he sang three well-knotm ditti es llhich ho hes put into Latin : 

"'i'here is a Tavern in the To.n" "llnltzing llatilda " and "The 1:.n on t he 

;'lying Trapeze . • To hoar Frank sing was a rea l experie nce . If Frankie 

Vaughm a.'ld Frank Sinatra ..-ere listening in , they would realise that 

they have to l ook to their laurels . Anottier Frank has them beaten a t 

the ir own ga:ne. 
In jesting cood , with a real boyis h touch, llr . Richards completed 

his broodcast with a parody , in Latin , of Byron' s Venerable Bede. 

-"*ed to construe , Y.r. Richards obliged : "llbile Billy Bunter ata.nds , 
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Frank Rid,ards stands ; when Bunter falls, Frank Richards falls; and 

when Richards falls , 1here .ill be 111 end to the art of writing far 

young people . " 
And so S8lf al l of us . Oongratula tions , Frank Richarns. A mighty 

fin e show. Mey Billy Bunte r ' s Col ossew:i stand far a long, long time to 

come! 
Part of the progr SJLll!e was r epented in "Pick of th e Week" on th e 

follovi.<-8 Friday . 
it * * * * 

BILLY BUNTER at the VIC'.i'ORIA PALACE 

Ger ald Campion will be Billy Bunter "88in for f our weelr..s, 

coonencing Docecber 22nd, at the Victoria Palace t far matinees only . 

The neu shov is mtitled "Billy Bunter Flies East ." The opening scene 

is so t at 1ho s chool, afte r which Hany Wharton and his friends go t o 

India , accocpanied , with out t he$r knowledge , by the Owl of the Renove. 

Though the play is not vri ttm by Fronk Richards 1 t comes to London 

wi t h our author ' s appro val and good wishes . 
It is vrittm by Maurice !1cl.oughl in , a c,an who knovs his Grey­

fr iare , and he has tried hard to make sure tha t ther~ shal l be not hing 

which might be irritating to t he most conserva ti ve Hamiltonian . Mr. 

Mcloughlin is now a subscriber t o the C. D. !le specl<s of the sadn ess he 

f ee l s when ho recollects the hum.red s of Hagnets which have pass ed 

t hrougjl hiD hands and beyond his reach . Be s till has four Holi day 

An.'lualS whi d> he cherishes . 
lie appeal t o al l C.D. reade rs, so fax as t hey are able , to 

support this shov. 1ery fe w of the horoes of our youth are loft t o us. 

It is up to us to keep alive the few ~ich remain, ani give all our 

hel p to keep t.'lem going strong . 
The London Cl ub is organising a part-J for Saturd ay , January 2nd, 

and has booked a bl ock of seats at the Victoria Pala ce . I t is expected 

t hat photographs will be takm of our paxty w1 th Billy Bunter and Co., 

and it promises to be 111 hila r io us afternoon . 
If you wuld lil<e to join t he party on J anU3ry 2nd, drop a f ew 

lin es to :ilen Whiter, the Secretary of the London Club, with your 

recittance at 12/6 per soat , or to the Editor of th e C.D. You will be 

given a warm vel c<De. 
Ia any case, please take your r e l atives and friends - and part­

icularly the youngsters ( the Bi lly Bunter fans of to-morrow ) - t o th e 

shov, some time during i t s run, and then write and t ell us your opini on 

of i t . 
* * * * * 
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MORE ABOUT THE "VIC" S!!OW 

Last year, Bernadette Milnes and Nichael Anthony (who are man 
ond wife in pri Yate life) obtained the righ t s to pr ese nt Billy Bunter 
on the s t age for the fir st time . The show was more succ essful t han 
even they had imagined i t could be , delighting audiences of a ll ages . 
lie hope that they will be equally successful with this yesr •s· produc­
tion . 

At present , Bernadet t e and Hichael are appearing in the B.B. C. 
Welevision series "Private Investigato r." 

Mauri ce McLoughl in ( referred to earlier), t oo writer of th e play , 
was once a cartoonist with "Punch". He has a twelve - yoa.r-<>ld son , 
Mrur., who, preSU!llllbly, is aloo a Greyfriars fan. 

On llova:iber 19th, David Stuart (graro son of th e famous composer , 
Leslie Stuart) , called a t our "editoria l office" arA spent a happy 
ti roe discussing Billy Bunter , bro,-sing over old Magnets and back issues 
of tile C.D. , ond getting genuine ly inter es ted i.~ hobby matt er s . Mr. 
Stuort , who is now a subscrib er t o the C.D. , is the assistan t-produc er 
of the new Victori a Palace show. He is pnrticularly keen on the school 
st ories by Desmond Coke, 

* * * * * 
I l'.EEr GElJRCE Rl~MOND SAMlfAYS - Part 5 

Bv W. O. G. 1ofts 

~ 
This is th e last of the pres ent series of articles and I would 

very much like t o express rr.y apprecia tion t o the cany r eader s who hovo 
iriri tt:cn to me, arrl who n.·, e :lhow such int erest in l·lr. Ser:iw~ys 1 

r evel a tions. At a later date , more a rticl es on Mr. Sooways will be 
writt en for ti.a interest of C.D. re aders - per haps an ar ticle fro m i·lr . 
Sanways ' own pen. 

Readers who rec eive the •st ory Paper Coll octor" will perhllrs be 
inte r es ted to know tha t a full - lengt h article on Mr. Samwcys will be in 
is sue No. 71, complete >d th ~ photograph . Unfortun..,t c ly, for technical 
rensons, it was not possible to r eproduce ti.a photograph in the C.D. 

MORE QUESTIONS ond A!IS'r/ERS 

Q, It was once suggested t hat substitu t e sto ri es in th e Magnet and 
the Gem shoul d have been published under the authors' own nanes , Do 
you agree wit h ttiis? " 
A. "The names ' Frank Richaros' and 'Martin Cliffo rd ' were used from , 
the beginning to t he end of Magnet and Gem his t ory . This was edito r i al, 
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if not dictatorial, policy - and certainl y all the substitute writers 
of my acquaintance were content to remain anonymous. These pen- names 
hod endeared tt.,mselves oo much to schoolboy readers that I think it 
would have bem a great mistake to change th em whenever a substi tute 
story was published . Imagin e a Magnet story suddenl y appearing as 
by F,iwy Sear l es Brooks or by G. R. Sanways - or even by Charl es 
Hsmilt oo! The i dolate r s of Frank Richards would have been disappointed , 
to say the l ee.st , and , however good tre story happened to be , it would 
have been compared unfavourably with a "Frank Richards" yam, md the 
confidence of readers would have been widemined. 

After all, if a subs t i1>lt e writer desired per sonal glo xy, all 
he had to do was to writ e far othe r periodicals under his own ru,me." 

Q. ;.part from yo11t: wor k on the Companion Papers, can you give me any 
details of other writings you have done? 
... I did a gr ea t deal of origina l writ ing , quit e :independently of th e 
Compmion Papers. I had a serial , "The Greater Game" in "FLYI?-C"; 
poems in a ll the aeronautical j ournals ; short s tori es in "SCOl1I'" and 
also, one of the hardest thin8:l in achieve, a poem in "PON CH.• My 
verse has a l so appeared in "AnSllers", "THE PASSillG SHOW" and 'lllE SUN­
DAY PICTORIAL. I have also had several bound books publ ished - one a 
book of poems ent it l ed "War Lyrics" . 

Q. Can you name any other writers, per haps U!lknown to me, who have 
panned riagnet and Gem yams? 
A. There was a writer named W. L. Cat chpo l e , who was successful in 
t re Greyfriars Story Competitio n in 1915. He certainly wrote fo r the 
Gan and Magnet. A fonner sub-€d it or, W. E. J. Pike, r:,,ay rav e writt en 
a fe w. 

CONCLUSION 

I have been most fort\Ula te in tr acking down these two writers, 
and some very interesting facts and data have come to light . I shall 
be sending thes e to ti., new edito r in the New Year . 

Mr. W. L. Cat chpol e, also wrote Sexto n Blake s t ori es under :the 
ru,me of "Roland Ho,,ard", which enabled me to so l ve another myste ry as 
this name we.s oustanding on Derek Adley ' s anl. my Ollll authors ' list t o 
be revealed in the Sexton Blake oolunms. The Fhl. 

• * • * * 
RESULT OF QUIZZLE NO. 12 . CLUE IXl'lli: "Twelve monthe Old". HIDDEN 
WOOD,S: " .llunter Court , according to Bunter ." First correct sol uti on 
received from D. B. Webster , 23 West Parle Road, Kew, to whom 5/ - has 
been sent . .............. m .... , ... .............. ..... ................. , ... .... . .. .......... ,. .. -, ........ ..... . ........ -, ...... _, ......... ... .. .......... . .............. ... ....... .... .. --- ·· ··· 
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• '· t' I 1 i • • I 1 1 2 1 , .• 
: 

1
--l-j-- ·· '- f·- :::~h,;~ QUIZZLE •o. 13 

:~ I- ! I l 3 -~ ~ft1 The l e tt ers in th e numbered squares , 
I~ I 5 

1 I ; 6 I v,f~; if pl aced in sequence in the lower 
'1 D ,-r,r--r--~~i grid , will spe ll ?ut th e '""' o.ny Gen 
. :::,----;---,--' - -:~.-~B'~! Chri s~s s t o:cy llllgh t havo opened. 
I E I ! , a; 9' t' 1 1 I 

!_,;:·-i 10'_11 ;·-;--, ~ C""iJEe~~c~~ h~.~~ r (9~w y llwlter 

i G ! i 12• ! , 13~~ CWES ACROSS: 

i H ;°:_'.~~~.~~~ A. Fntty between the post s , 
· I 1,· J 15. 16 '17 , ; :

1 
!~ . .,..> B. It ' s not super io r to Groyfriars , 

• ~ but don• t ex;>ec t Wi.nstO'«' to ugroo . lf\20·\ . -:~-!-~i; , c. ~r,;ss~~ :~: r; 1;:~n 00 
~--· - __ , __ '-·· · _ . .. ; , D. One 1-J,,cnct only is followed by a 

. L · 1 22 : , 23 ! gir l. 

r-, i · ~ 24 ,25 , : ·· ~ ---j~f E. The Reduings of IL!i·.t.,(Scl if f . 
, I- •· -- F. F"..ggins sow,ds oddlY l ike e piece 

NJ ' _, ___ :2~ _7j _-,:,,ffi, cf f urniture . (4, 3) 
o I - t 2B , , 29L';?-"'% G. No score , and i t ' s over, Cl ara , 

-·-· ·----·-- --~.%(2 H. Has1h:i.s Fourth Former won his 

·: . - . -,- - -- -- --- I. 
1 . -~I~ ;...!.L5 __6_:_? ~~ 
111 12: 13 14 1 15,16 1 n,1 s .19 ; 20· 

. 21: 22123
1
24 f25 :2-6t 21i2B ·29:. ~: . ______ .._ ___ . ____ ... 

wi :igs? You bet he hasn • t. 
It mey be hot in the middle , but 
thi s sort of work wouldn • t do fo r 
Quelch. 
Return re-~ard fo r Robert llhi te r. 
Bunter' s t itled rel ati ons ere 
spi rit ed :,.t heart , but ent irely 
th is , 

L. This ,,alms Sel by irri t able , per hn;>s. 
M. The kind of wonder Frenk Richards wri teo about . (4, 4) 
N. Big , li ke Billy Bunter. 
0 . If young Carter Paterson we.~t t o Groyfri ars , would he becooie t his? 

...... * * 
llri t e on a postcard t he wrd s in the l ™cr grid and th e Mswer to th e 
Clue down. 5/ - to th o sende r of th e first correct so luti on rec ei ved 
by the edito r, 

* ****:*• • • 
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LET' S BE CONTi\O'IERSIAL 

(In th is series , Er i c ;'ayn e t ouches on certain rntters of interest to 
stooen t s of the Hamilton papers . He gives his own vie ·, supe r ficial l y , 
I f you wi ll write to him , e;.-press i ng your opinions on th e topics he 
disc usses , he will sw::unarise reade rs t views in a futu r e issue . ) 

tlo . 33. CHUMLEY FOR SHO.'lT 

Ho"'· i s your pronunciation? Do you cal l Levi son 11Leevy- su.'l•' a"li 
Ogilvy "Oggle- vee "? Do you sa:y "Ril l-cum 11 or "Rile cum.by11? Does it 
matter , in MY case? Of course i t doe s."'l't ! The rose by any othe r name 
,:ould smell as sweet . 

We all kn.ow th at Cholcondeley is "Chumley" an.d St . John is "SiJ1-
.iun" and l·'.arjo ri banks is "J'.=shbanks ". If th e ll . B. C. i s to be believed 
(it prc bebly i sn ' t) Compton is prcnounced "Cumpton" ard ~!ontgomecy is 
11r.luntt;ucn::ery" , and Austria is "0rr-stri.a 11

• My old hea.d.nlst er used to 
cal l a vase a •vawsc", (quite all rigl'lt) , Gilbert Harding c sl.ls a 
l aborator y a "lsbb er- a tr ee " (correct enough) , and t ho Americans cal l a 
to r..ato a " t er-a; ey- toe " (horrible) . 

I know a far.:ily named Tripe who pronounced it "Tre e- pay " , and 
anottier f amily cal l ed Onions who ca ll ed ttiens el ves "0-nye -uns" . Luokily 
they lived far apart. I have heard that folk with til e gocd old Engl i sh 
name of Sid ebotto m like to be called "Sid - boom" , but I con I t vouch fo r 
t hat . 

In seying the nanes of our schoolboy cha r acters , i t is likely 
tha t ma.'ly of us pr onounce t hem as t hey occurred to us when we were 
children . \ihen I confess tha t, as a child , I always called Pontius 
Pilato "Pointed Pillitt " , it wi ll be s een how misleading I must be as 
a potent i al guide to this so rt of 1hing . 

A well - known English fa,:dly of Levison cal l th emsel vcs "Loose, ". 
It is l ike ly, howeve r, t hat most of us cal l our Levison "Levvy- sun11

, 

which i s pl eassn t t o the ear , a.'ld probably what t he autho r int ended . 
I have heard th.is charact e r called "Lecvy- sun", which may pass , but i s 
hardly so tunefu l . 

In Scotland, 11Kerr 11 is "Carr", but I daresay DX)St of us mll hie 
11Cur", as ve did when we were younger. I do , for one . 

As a l ad I called Ogilvy "E:r-gil l - vee " , th e g ill sof t as in 
"fish " , Today , I call him "Oggle- vee ", though it might well be correct 
to say "O-gll- vee ", or even "Odge-11-v ee ." 

'ihorton is undoubt edly akin to the roan who had a wart on his nose . 
For thnt reason , I am puzzl ed as to why deaf or fo r ge t ful peop l e in the 

~-~?.::~.?.~ .. J!:-: .. ~".Y.?..?se., ... ~ :. .... :~ 1?) ... mvo ,_addressed .. Wbirt.on _as .. 
11
Carton

11

• or 
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"Carter" . 

Soco folk call Outram, t.'1a grand Hue Cover character , "Out-.lac " • . 
Personal ly , I prefer the more soothL'l.g 110oo-trun. " 

As a boy, see king to ai r my newly - acquired lmowl edg<, of French , 
I cel l ed Lefevre "Lay- favro ", Nowadays, I think of hil:l es "Lez-.fove r" 
but if you cal l him "Ler- f evver" you ere just as pron e to be ril!l>t . 

I/hat about Lowther? I lik e th e pronunication the Scot ch give 
t hei r Lowther Hill s , r hyming Low with Cow. So:::e people rhyoo the Low 
with 11Too0

, and ...tio run I to scy theo noy? 
!>o you say Quelch to rhyme with 11belch.11 or to rhyme with "Wel sh"? 

I prcfor t oo latter , but it ' s al l a rat t er of taste . 
l'..auleverer is , I think , "Mor-l evvor-er 11

, but it' s all tho sar.e 
to mi? if you c::.11 him "Mauly - vera" or evc:1 "Mer- l evvc r- 9.Y", if you 
arc a bit pedant ic . 

Our Ehglish language being sna t it is, Lovell i s , of CO\!l'Se, 
"Luvvell 11 to rhyme with "shovel 11

• Kerruish iS 11Cur-roosh " a."ld Mont eith 
is "Kon- teeth" , though , as a kid , I callee! th e latter "t!ont y- ith." 

Wcdehcuse School, where Cardew ori ginated, eight be 11\foad- houso " 
a! ter the ear ly .Brito ns , or "Woodhouse" after too novelist, or evm 
0 Woddus'1 , after the Sid- boor1s. You never can tell. 

D' Arey is certainly 0De.r-soe", thoug.i. I have heard the name men­
tioned. with a hiccup. Lascel l es , I feel sure , is pronounced t o rlzyne 
with "vas3als 11

, and should not be "Lass- se ll s" . 
Pcnsonby , to ::iost of us, is a.1.r.:.ost certain ly "Pon- sun- bee 11

, but 
I believe the correc t pronuncia ti on would be 11Punsby11

• 

':'albot, of course, can be "Tol l-but 0 or "Tall - but , 11 though I 
l ike, probably incorrectl ~t o rr.ymc too "Ta.l" with "pal". 

As a horri ble chi l d , speaking froa t he stomach , I used to con­
fuse !:ueent wi th "nougat •• a.n::l call thet1 both "Nugget". 

"Let ' s Be Controversial ", this wont?,., rcci..'1d3 r:e of th e littlo 
gi r l , who, while having t ea at t oo party , call ed out '".fonna go levit-J" . 
This colurn , with sad l oss of dignity , has sunk 1o levity , and our only 
excuse is that Ci:n"istmas is near . In January, wren t he bills coce in , 
we shall be serious once again . 

It ' s just r:ry pcint of vi ew! What's yours? 

• * * * * 
CCNTROVERSIAL IX)EQES 

No. 31. PRINTER'S PIE AND AUTHOR' S ERRORS 

BILL LOFI'S writes ; "Charlea P.E..milton was inconsistent with the n.anes 
of his chnrac ters . I could quote qui tc a few inst.snces , but the best 
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known is the different Christian nmr.es he g:,vo to Mr. ~uelch . The 

bl!llle for th i s , has been put at the doors of th e substitut e i.Titers , 

in the pnst , which was unfair to then. This actually brought sbout 

t he fa:ious Greyfriars Galle l"J, far Mr. Sacn,a,ys was anxi ous to establish 

the oorroct christian names of t ho ch.u-nc te rs . 
I agree with you that ~Ir. Hamilto n wasted mmy of t he fin e 

characters he created - especinlly the Greek , Ionides , whom you 

cention . Another character not intrc duced again after n ver,J fine 

sto ry, t hot\',h he was still in th o Remove, we.s Arhur Carlton ( l-!ngnet 

185) , a real slo.cker if there ever was one . Str mge also that the 

previous -.eek Lord Haul evere r hes arrived on the scene . 

The !'.sgnet with Ryloocibe across th e cover , ,mich you !'lention , 

was I th i."lk "The Shylock of tho Seoond", written by Pentolow in 1917 , 

am I egroe that the a.it hor (who was also the edito r at t his t iL"!e) 

cade a bad slip . This , I think , proves that Pentelow mu3t havo glean ed 

all his authentic data on Greyfriars from !·Ir. Sanwnys' reco rd s , as 

rolated in my article, and he d:id not know his Groyfr iars as well as 

he shculd hsvo done. In 1917, Jolr . s...,"'IYO ,ms away serving with tho 

R. F. C., ond had nothing to do , of course , with the sub-oditing of this 

ntor~r." 

ffii.,IK HANCOCK writes : "I suppose that noot &.oilt on ton s con think of 

a :limber of inooosistencies , but some of thao can.~ot be laid at the 

author ' s door. 
In an early Holiday Annual there was a detailed plcn of Grey­

friars , llhich it vas difficult 11:, reconcile witl . so::e of the happcn­

in,;s in the stories . For instance , t.lie c:asters • st udi es are shown 

dotted all over the place , whero3s , in tho :!ei,net we were always 

rosding about "i:,,nters • Passage " . It is sO!!:etiros diff icult to doter ­

cine whether we are on the ground or upper flocrs of tho various 

schools ; not that it matters very much, admittedly . Still , tho I'<lader 

soi:etimos gets the il:!pr ession of slapd ash work. 
I think the simple truth i s t hat Charles Hacil wn md his pub­

lishers thought that thoy were produci.'lg csiiazine stori es (like Co= 

Doyle and his Sherlock Holmes) , .ti ich could be read , enjoyed , and then 

forgot t en , not realising t hat th ey would become classics of th eir kind , 

ond read a."ld r e- read rony years after ttcir fir st publication . If t.'ley 

had ro realised , they would have been ro r e careful wit !: nar.:es and 

geograp hy." 

ffi!C FJ.YNE adds : "I referred to Ionides as an extren:ely original 

character .tio appeared rogularly for quite a long tire in early da,ys. 

This docs not oea.~ t hot I think tho casual char acters , and Charles 
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Homilton hns invent ed hundreds of thee , should have remained c:m the 

scone af ter their particuler part was played . In fact, I have ofte n 

stated rrr; opinio n tha t i t was a mistake -.hen a charact er , however 

excellent end ettr active he ~ht be , was l ef t on the scene to enlarge 

nn already big cast . This !llistal:e vas not l!:8de in more recent years , 

1.nen c:iny fine f ellows , lik e Lancaster, took th eir departure when th ei r 

roles hed been pleycd . • 

············~······ ............... . 
~ - ~ : 313, 314, 315, 316, 319, 320, 321, 322, 356, 358, 359 , 

376, 385, 386, 3ff7, 392, 457, 459, 493, m, 001, 935, 946, 950, 951, 

ffl, ~ . ~ . ~ . • . m, m, m, • . • · • · ~ · 9~g , 
993, 998, 1116, 1126, 1129, 1133. ~: 45, 52, 134, 136, 138, 

141, 195, 205, 238, 277, 316, 319, 325, 344, 346, 347, 353, 357, 358 , 

386, 300, 389, 400, 411, 417, 469, 717, 719, 752, 773, 609, 634, 650 , 

656, 656, 862, 663, 864, 665, 666, 666, 900, 921, 924, 925, 935, 936 , 

9-io, 942, 943, 944, 946, 946, 949, 950, 951, 954, 955, 956, 965, 967, 

'.)86, 996. ~ : 370, 385, 390, 393, 395, 396, 452 , 455, 461, 466 , 

474, 475. 
EllIC .. F ;.r.: E, . "EXCELSIOR HOUSE" , .. G:l.OVE_ R<YJl, . SURBITCN, •• SJRRSY .... ............ .......... . 

~ - Sextcn Blake Libraries - 1st seri es : 11, 17, 37, 41, 105, 109 , 

111, 198, 201, 219; 2nd series : 293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 520, 

667; Boy13 Fri end Library - 1st series : 10 , 66, 102 , 105, 107 , 165, 

229, 246, 669; 2nd seri es : 396. Union Jack - 689, 690, 691, 693, 695, 

702, 703, 704, 711, 721, 725, 727, 732, 733, 736, 740, 745, 746, 749 , 

751, 752, 1041, 1064, 1096, 1}66, 1390, 

M?.$,. J . PAa<M.'.:I , _27 i>RCi!DALE ROAD, E:.ST_ DUUIICH,_WNlXlll,. S.E. 22 . ................ . 

ALL CORRESl'O:llJ!ZICE IS CO:ftlWl'ION lll 'lll "THE COLLECTORS' D!Gml'" SHOUUl 

!(CJ.f BE ADD!l!SSED TO 'lllE EDITOR, EXCEISIOR HOOSE, GROVE ROIJl, SURBITON. 

Short articl es .. and. general .. itcns hear t ily welco:c d'. .. ............ - ..... .................. . 

~ : "l'bo AutobioerePl\y of Fronk Rich&rds" in good condition . 

Send Cff ers t o: 
J . CHA,'!BIBL.;n;, 2 BRATl!WAY RO/.D, sour!!FIELDS, S.li . 16 . 

~ : Post- w:ir Bunter lllld ::erry books cffered for Collec t ors ' 

Di ~ &t Annuals 1947 - 50 nnd 1956; lllld Collectors ' Diges ts 1 - 72 and 

122. 
P!:l'E.'l. HANGER, 72 CLASCO'tl STREET, NORT!!AMPT(!l. 
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OLD BOYS/j BOOJ< CLUB 
MIDLA.'iDS 

Report of Meeti~ 26th October , 1959 

The news of the sudd<n death of Herbert Lcckenby cast a do:npcr 

over this particular rooting. To us all re wao a personal fri end , and 

as the !>ad news crune too la t e for any of us to r.nke arran ger.ients to be 

presen t at the f,mercl, we were ,r.ore the:, gl.M that our Lady Ch:,.in:'.m , 

Hadge Corbett , had promptly made sure that a t ribute from the Midland 

Club shoul d be amongst the rest . 
It was late in tho evening before the twel ve l:lembers present got 

down to what turned out to be on interes tir.g progra_--,:e. John Toru.inson 

obliged us with anoth er of his int eres ting talks , 1t1d ho outlined his 

oigh t solections of old boys ' books which he would t eJro on his "Desert 

Island ." :lot all fiamiltonian . He chose some otl>ar authors , in the 

,111in school yams . Sa:ie we were Caci.l ia r with , but from his description 

of t hos e we did not know, they were of th e highest standard . 

There was no quiz or r aff l e , owing to ei!ortoge of time , but ns 11 

ch11ngc rra, t he ordi.'"lllry there """' a talk on the currmt boys • hero -

perhaps t he moot well- known of them - Hopalong Cassidy of the Bar 20 . 

Ther e were 22 tales of thi s groat cha.mete r, 18 of tlE m by Clllrence E. 

Mulford end four by Tex Burns . I gave the talk , and anphasincd th e 

fact t!mt theso talcs had been popular for over thirty yoars , and still 

were . I lik ened the yarns t o those of Kil'.g Ar thur an:! his K:ni6hts of 

t ho Round Tcblo , for what was the Bar 20 out fi t oth er thlln a woo tern 

version of thoso fll!OOUS knights? 
Tho talJr was ouch appr eciated , and so was o sicilor talk by Jock 

Corbett . This wes, os l>3 termed i t , "Frank Richnrds ' Trmps ." This 

t nlk on t rnmps brought in many perso~al. opinions from the membars pre­

se nt , and reference was mde to the two books on 11Tramps11 by J:i.D Phclllfl. 

An ioterosting nii;it •s progra:.oc , even if ;,e ourselves "tromped " 

along an unusual roed far once . 
Next meeting , November 30th - George ChD.thom I s Film Show, by the 

wey. ilARRY BOOSTER - Socret81Y . 

ffiRSEYSID;; 
Sunday , 8t.h November 1 1959 

lnclB:1Cnt weethcr - ard sicknes s - brought th e November cceting 

'1.'.'':'.:.' ... to ... n cinimuc .of member:, pr esm t • .... This .. i s .. not_ very oatisfoc t ory , .. 
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and we hope tha t each and every m,mbcr ,-i ll :nclce a special point of 
gett i ng alor .g to the Dece,nber ceot ing . 

We opened with a '1oll-des ervod tr ib ute t o t he n:emorJ of Herbe rt 
Leckcnby, whose de;ith was a. great shock t o all of us at I-1erseysid e . It 
was only a few months ago since he was wi th us a t a meet ing , t elling 
us of his pl ens for the future. Rest in peace , Herbert . Our bes t 
wishes go out t o 3ric Fayne , ~ho .rill be taldng over where Herbert 
l eft off . 

Fin nl dis cw sion of the Greyfriars Cup Cot:petition t ook pl ace . 
All L~dividual entrie s have now been cocple tcd . 

After the t ea inte r ,al , we settl ed down to Bill llindsor I s :r.usical 
quiz . Records , both light 31ld classi cal t were playe d, ruxi we were 
asked ques t ions r el at ing t o t he nrtists and coi:posers . This was liO!l by 
J in lfol sh with fift- ; points , with llrs . Webster second with forty - thz,,c . 

liext rreetL"e , which •,ill be an L'lfomal Chri st cias gatherine , will 
be on Surxiay, 6th December, at 6.30 p.m. se.arp. 

NORMAi! PRAGNELL - Secr eta-ry , Merseys ide O.B.B.C. 

110R'!l!ERii 
1·~eeting a t 239 1 Hyde Par ~ Leeds , 14th November, 1959 

The Meting st arted an a very sad note, because of th e l os s of 
our founde r, Herbert Leckenby. 

All the members stood in sil ence for a short tine , L'l oemorJ of 
Herber t. Chai..rmn Bill Williar.ison paid a tribut e , a-n Gerry Alli son 
read out from a large number of letters he had r eceived . Herbe rt ·,i ll 
be ~.issed , especiall y at Leeds , and !le will neve r be fo rgot ten, 

A l etter froo the nm,,• edi tor of the G.D. was read, and Erio was 
assured of any hel p he might need , fr o,:; the Nort hern Section . 

The Christmas Part , was discussed, and it was decided t o have the 
tea in th e Club room again . 

J . Breeze Bently then took the chair, and fift een i:,eobers se ttled 
down t o hear Breeze ' s Annunl t al'< . This year ' s was entitled "The Todds" 
and was well up t o th e usual high stan dard • • hsve cooe to expect free 
him. \le had t he arrival of Peter Todd at Greyfriars , Peter trying t o 
mke s tudy !lo. 7 th e top stuny of the Rer.:ove , Uncle ila.~jamin cooing to 
Greyfriars, a.'ld vari ous other episo des - all illustrated wit h r eadings 
fr an Red Magnets . Chuckles and chortles c,:,ne from all r ourxl th e roc m. 

A break for re f reshr.lents - and t hen a contintl'1tion. Before we 
reali sed it, the clock md cr ept rourxl to a quarte r pas t nin e , and , as 
Breeze Bentl y finis.>ied he wes acclai""'d O'J a hearty rocnd of applause . 
Thw , r el uctantly, we all began t o II.ake our woys home. 
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Decoober 12th is the Christina.q P=ty, COlli!lencing 4. 30 p .m: 
R. !!OOOSON - Hon. Secretary . 

LON!X)N 

The third meet ir,g of the l'.icha elmas tem took plece at a new 
venue , the residence of Reuben God save a t Leyton sto ne . The t horough ly 
enjoy:ili l e cee t ing wos attended by 22 mecber s . 

Sui t able t ributes were paid to the mel!lory of our la t e Vice-­
Preside nt , Herb er t Leckooby. 

Very good pro gress was r eport ed by both the l'.ai.1iltonian and Helson 
Lee librarions . Eric Peyne addr essed t he gathe ri ng , and told member s 
about t he futur e of th e C.D. and also abou t the for thcoming party of 
menbcrs and friends which is being arrenge d to visit th e Vict or ia PCllece 
on Janu:?rJ 2nd , for a perf ormance of "Billy Bunter Fli es East." 

Rog,,r Jenk in s rendered a passage fr oo li,,gne t 1141 , "Bunter Comes 
t o St,,,..r• - a.~ issue of the Courtfi e l d Cracksr,m series . Don lfotster •s 
"Greyf r iars Ra"10ve Study Occupants Quiz" was won by I~illic oot Lyl e , Bob 
\ihiter ' s Quic by Roger Jenkins, the Eli minato r by llob lfoito r, while the 
fiv e wi.rmars of Eric Fcyno' s "Totto" were Roger Jenkins , Bob Blyth e , 
Don U ebs ~r • L<n Packmn and George Set1ell . 

Len Paclonm read a couple of p.e;asages from our Herb er t • s "Old 
Boys• Books", end oob Blythe r epo rt ed t hat the Magnet 3ibliography wuld 
probably be issu ed next February. So, with Don Webster proposing a 
hearty vote of 1l1anks 1x> t re ho:rl;s, Reuben and Mrs. Godsave , the meet ing 
ter.:iinated, Next meet ing at 706 Lordship Lane , Wood Green , London , N. 22 . 
Kindly notif y llob Whiter if you intend to be pr esmt . l1!'1CLE BJ,NJAMIH. 

~ T'rlE GOIJlDi HOURS CLUB AUSTRALIA 
Meeting held at Cahi ll ' a Restaura.~t on Fri day, Novc:r.,b~ 

1ihcn the member s met at 6 p .m. it was obvious that t hey were not 
their us ual bri ght enthusiastic selves . The sad news of Mr . Leckmby ' s 
death had been t:!ade know, t o his Australian fri ends and had reached us 
seve ral weeks ago , thanks t o the ~houghtfulness of Ron Hodgson, L<n 
Peckman and Ben llhi t e r . But as the letters fr oro t he English clubs were 
p::issod around each had sore gl owing trib ute tc P"Y t o this very wonder ­
fu l fri end , 111d we her e in Aust r alia , al tll o"€11 we h.od :1evor had th e 
pleas ure of ~ea ting him, fo und we could tal k of him as did his friends 
in ~and . Despite th e di stance between , our f ri mdship had been very 
real and very close . Her bert gave much happiness to us all, and all 
t.1.e co llectors owe to him a debt th o.t con neve r be fu ll y pai d. 
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Tho news that Herbert hir.s elf had chosen e succes sor pleased 

the w.etJbcrs, and A1l:en a letter froc Eric Fayne hi.C'iself was read, they 
all agreed tlat Hert>ert , as expected , had mde an excellen t choice . 
The l!la:lber s send their best wishes fo r your difficult task ahead , and 
aasure ycu , ilr ic , that they will give to you the same support as they 
acco xtled Herbert. 

Arra.'lll"nents have now been co,:;pl eted to borr oY a tape-recording 
i:iachine to play back the g:reat ings s<nt to us from t he folk at Mersey­
side. All beillg well , a special oeet ing will be held on Sunday , 6t.i.,. 
Deca:iber at the home of the Secretary to srare in this eag,,rly 
awaited treat . 

Details of too Chrisbr.as Party were then discussed and FridBy , 
Decei:;ber 18th, chosen as th e night for this happy event . Our two 
parties have been most successful and it is hcped this will prove oven 
!lore so. 

The rest of the eveniP.g was sp~t arranging book eAchant,'""0S and 
perusing the most interesting copi es of the I·;idlan d Newsletter fro:n 
our good fritnds l'.arry 3rester and Co. B. PATE - Secretary. 

*******************•*•****•***« •*** 

rle(son Lee Co(umn 
ilr. JJ..CK liOOD lfl"i tes t hat , in oxtler that r.iore space can be 

devoted to Tributes t o our lat ~ Editor, he has decided to hold eve r 
the Nelson Lee Column until the 1ext issue of the Collectore 1 Diges t. 

****** **************************** 
O P I N I O N S , PL&'lSE 

t,o. I 

Cf'.as Churchill writes : "The later Nelson Lees were, on the 
101ole, spoiled by too much iia.odforth . In fact , the 11elson Lee Library 
should have been called "Hmdforth 1 s Weekly", as has been ru ggeste d by 
others." 

Have you eny views on t he above opinion? If you have , jot th em 
down, keeping them short and snappy , and pos t to tro Edi to r. 

* * * * * 
.... . _ ... J .. . . ..... . . .. . ~ .................................. - ....... . ........ ....... - .. .. , ..... .... .. ........ - ... - .......... _, ... . ... ... ....... ..... ............. ,~,, ., ............ .... ....... ,. .......... .. . 
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KEEP 'IHE1'! GOING! 

Els ewhere in this issue , we poin t out t hat fe w of t he heroes of 
our youth arc r eoaining t o us , 91.d t1e urge r eade r s to support, with 
all thei r m:i,<;ht and mnin, those which , happ ily, ar e st ill with us . 

On th ese gro unds , we mvo as.'<ed you t o rupport the Billy Bunter 
sho w at t he Vic t ori~ Pala ce . 

On th e same gro und s we r el!lind you tmt the Sexton Blake Libr ary 
is st ill appearing , two issues each C\onth . If you l ike det ecti ve 
fic ti on, you .:il l enjoy them. But , in any c aso , it i s up t o all of us 
to do out l i tt le bit to :mke sure th at a name whic h ,·re sa w on th e book­
s tall s yoa..= ago is neve r crowded off . The Librarie s co s t only 1 / ­
enc h - the mag3.zine sectio n cl.one is worth t ho bob . 

Buy the Li brari es eac..l:i month , and, if you lik e , give then t o a 
young acqoointance . He will think you a grand foll ow. If a Church 
bazaar is coming clong , which y ou usu a lly support, (:i vo the m a dozE!l 
copies of the la test Blake for th e s t a ll s . Sli p a co9y in tre parc el 
you nre packing for tlephow Wi ll ian or Unc l e Fred . Don't be ashamed to 
show the oover of th e S. B.l. as you r ide on n bus - it is good advert ­
i s ing , and we are not ns har.!ed of our love f o r th e old papers. 

If yrur newsagent doesn ' t s todc them, persl.Uiee hio to oxpcrir.ient 
wit h sone , and dis play th em in hi s ld ndcw or on his cou:,.ter . Thoy wi.11 
sell a ll righ t . 

It ' s UP ro us 'i'O KEE:? OUR HEROES ALIVE! 

* * * * * 
ODDS & lllDS 

By Gerry Alli son 

Under the heading "Billy Bunter Dogged" t h9 fo llowin g appeared 
in a recen t copy nf the Dublin Evening !'.ail : 

"Listening to 'Back to Schc ol ', I was rer:ri.nded. of a funny inci ­
dcn t thn t occurred a rno,ith ago . i'l'J schoo ld ays i ncl med t he era of t.'1e 
'?lag-net', 'G<:D1 , 'Popular ' and a host of oth er n. ~:e read them i n and 
out of l essons , and there was many a sad heart i f th ey wer e confisc ated 
by a C\aster. 

A few years ago , Fronk Richards revived his Billy Bu."lt er se ri es 
in book fonn. The 1fu..'1IlY ioc i dent 1 occurred whi l e I was cru:mgi.ng s 
book in the public libr ary . I no ticed, in t he ' re tum s ' sec ti on , one 
of th ese editio ns of Billy Bunte r, end, with tru e schoolboy cunning , 
asked the assistant if it would be in order to get a book on r.,y own 
ti cke t for a nephew who wes s topping wi th me. She agreed , and so , 
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pci.1ting casually to Billy , I re!!!arlrod ' I th ink t hat one would do. 1 

But no, it wao not t o be . Too asJisto.nt g:1ve 1:e a this-is - .,..hero-you­
get - y~cr• kind cf scile, a.~d advfaed me to try the shelves. ' Bocause • 
said she, 1 l 1c afruid t.1-ds book i s rese rved. You see , all Fr.ink 
Richards ' books hnve a long waiting lis t! " 

• * • • • 
IllSPIRED 00!·~-!EIT 

Extract froc a l etter from a postal me,ober of the Club, who 
i."lciC.mt ally , docs not take the Digest , and who has not read any of 
3ill Lof t s ' r ecent artic l es on G. R. s...,wcye:-

"The r.:ags ·11ere a :X>st cntc rtmr.ing bunch - the gmui~e ones for 
the stories , the subs for other r o<1sons . !lo. 424 (Magnet ) is the 
earliest I have seen that I feel confident can be pinned doim to Sam­
\rrtays. The fantastic si tuntio?1S, snatches of ver se, ridict.lously 
oppr obrious epi tho t s bandied about even by t he staff , and the odd wny 
in which he sfop ly drops a scene after lashing it to t he point .men 
the characters could lli2i l et it drop (c . f . Burrell ' a treat:nent of 
Quelch) aa,:e one wooler why t oo edi t or accepted then , They were pals, 
no doubt , but it is love , not f ri crrlship , t hat is supposed to be 
blind . 

Pmtel ow gets himself horribly invo lved in the 'Spring' s t ories, 
which are a pretty good exru:,ple of his habi t of dragging in chaI'!lcters 
until his cost is about five ti:ces es big as necessary to carry too 
sto ry olong. l/hy'? Is it a clus,sy , because too-exte nded, use of the 
C.E. atr..o,phero-buil.ding technique , or is it, &s socetil!!es appears 
in ttie Grcyfriars Gallery , that he just hod to be the uni ·rersal !cnow­
all? Any,;:cy, he stood head ard 3houl.dcrs above Samways, and most of 
his oto ri e:3 are accepteble , if net distinguished." 

• . . . .... . . . • 
llOTICE TO LIT~.P.r CO!:TR!Bt1l'ORS ."JiD .'.DVERTISOO 

Ouing to th e C.D. now being edited in t he South ard printed in 
th e North, ttie pr eparation of issues will have to be compl eted ear li er 
1n the month. It ,111 be appreciated if it ems are sen t to r each the 
Edi tor not later ttian tile middle of t he mont h, if intended fo r sub-
soquont issue . 

• * • ...:. ••• • 
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ANNUAL ? ? 
c. D· ? 

HJ. VE YOU MADE SURE OF YOUR 

? ? ? ? ? . 
This is Herber t Leckenby ' s la st ANNUJ.L - a permanent monument to 

one who?D we renenber ._."i th deep affection . You will never forgfve your­
se lf if , in the end, you are unabl e to obt ain a copy, 

* * * 
Owing to exceptional dilficulties , due to Herbert • s suddm death , 

we are compelled to l imit tha number we print thi s year. We can only 
GUAR!illTEE copies to those who have paid in advance, We shall endeavo ur 
t o print a few extra copies, so t hat we can meet possible late r demands, 
but the CtlLY WAY to make sure of your 1959 Annual , and thus avoid dis­
appointmen t (unl ess you have already paid fo r it) is to send AT ONCE, 
with your remittance for 12/6 , t o The Editor, Excelsio r House, Grove 
Road, Surbitan. 

This is HIBBIBT lECX,1,13Y1S L.lST ANNUAL - and t he GREATEST OF 
'ruEl•l ALL. In years to come, it may be worth as much as Magnet Number 
One , 

It is packed wit h good things , from cover to cover, with long 
articles and stories by all th e experts on H/iMILTONIJ;N/. - SEX'ro!I RIJ,KE -
NELSON LEE, and also presenting articles on many othar f amous period ­
icals , 

A feast of reading for the Christmas fireside . 

REMEMBER, through tmavoidable circw:istmices , th e nU!Ilber of copie s 
this year will be very limited . Once every copy is aold , you will be 
to o late . 

* * * 
DON' T RISK DISAPPOI!,"JH:ENT! 

HAKE SURE OF YOUR AN!1UAL fill'!! 

* * * * * * • * • 

llu.plic ated by Yozk Duplicat ing Services, 12a The Shambl es , Yeti<:. 


