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20 Blue and White Magrets - 70/-
This wonth's er Bundle con- |
tains bound volumes S5.0.Ls, Boys' |
Realns, Boys' Friends, Magnets, |
Gems, Total, 84 copies. £6 6 0|

{ 31 tagnets between 1156 — 1552
| 70/~

| The following are all Vol, 1, i

No. 1.

The Wedding Ring - Vol. 1, No. 1

s/3/181.  15/=

'I'he Miblion - Vol. 1, No. 1 i
2/2/1870.

! 'éodem Boy - Vol. 1, Fo, 1

[ 19/2/1938. 10/-

| Scocps - Vol. } No. 1 10/2/1334
! 15/-

52 cmsecut'.\.ve copies of the
| Scout 30/-

0 |-

—- 26 Gems 19"

| Another Bumper Bundle Number 2 —
i

———

i
i

contains Triumphs that incerpor- :

ated the "Gem" "B.F.Ls"
"Nugzets" Total - &0 copies,
Price & 10 0

Bumper Bundle Humber 3 - con—

tains Cluckles, Harvels, Lot o

Fun, Jesters - T1 copies.
£‘5 5 0

40 copz.ea of S.B.L. 1940/50
115 ©

Comple‘te run Magnets 1666/'r 668
Circus series 10/-

Complete set of Magrets 1204 —
| 1209 20/-

Complcte set of I lu(.;xets 1247 -
125 - 30/-

2 uom-pleta ¥, r;'netﬂ 1220 -
T-"‘cﬁm}ule*e
LN .
, Complete set Magnets 1237 - 1236
| Guy Fawkes Series 10/-

;‘Cnmplete set _Pi;\guets 1240 - 12;3““

12/6

A few more Vol, 1, No. 1 - Pllct

Lcmg run of/liagrets 1260 - 1276

411 the follmnng at 5/- each.
Special price for this month
only, The Spies Abroad, Bob
Blunt the Traveller, War Cruise
of Moscu, Dashing Duke, Will
Dudley, Tom Florimil, Giles
Evergreen, Dick Lightheart, 6
d:.ﬁ'erent :{aruways - u.ll ‘3/— ea..

! 5/=; Children's 'Wawngper 5/=;
| Boy's Best Story Paper 15/-;
'Glrl's Cinema 5/— Polly* Paper

If you wan" anything else that I
don't advertise drop me a line
giving full details,
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HERBERT
By Fric Fayme

Fearly twenty years ago, scon after the outbreak of war, I
first received a letter signed "Herbert Leckenby", I cannot reesll
the eircumsbuices wder which he first was moved to write to me, or
from whence he obtained my name, But soon a rTegular correspendence
wes passing between us, and it continued until the day of his death,
That strong, distinctive hend-writing of his became very much pert of
my life; rarely a week went by during which I did not have at least
two letters from Herbert.

We had been pen~friends for a number of years before we net,
In 1947 I was on holiday at Rhyl in North Wales, and I arranged to
drive over to York one Saturday - a long journey - and meet Herbert,
At noon we were shaking hands outside a York cinema.

If, on first meeting him, one felt any surprise, that feeling
soon gave way to the realisation that here, to use a Yorkshire ex-
pression, was a man who had more in his shop than he showed in his
window, As Herbert and I chatted with the passing hours, I felt the
wonder, as cxpressed by Goldsmith:

", ..And still the wonder grew
That one small head could carry all he knew."

Ve lunched together, walked the famous ramparts of the lovely
old City, visited the museum, and had tea together. As I drove away,
under the setting sun, I turned to wave to him, and carried with me
the impression of a rather lonely figure,
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At that time, the C.D. was in its infancy. I well remember the
excited letters we had exchanged when the project of the C.D. was first
mooted - the planning, the hopes, and, eventually, the reelisation.
With the coming of the C.D., Herbert Leckenby's life wns consummated.
1t opened for him an entirely new vista of experience and joy; it in-
creased his ecircle of acquaintances md friends by many hundredfold.
1t brought him ~ satisfaction he hod never kmown before, z new status,
a sense of purposc and fulfilment.

It would have been understandsble now if he had neglected his old
friends a little. He never did., His letters dropped into my letter—
box with 2ll their old regularity, and continued to de so till the end
of his life, In all the twenty years we corresponded we never exchmged
a heated word, there was never the slightest breath of disagreement,
never o single moment gone sour, I treesure the manory,

Herbert, in some ways, was a strange, remarkable character, He
was boern on July 2nd, 1889, so that he was just over 70 at the time of
his death.

VWe have just a few peeps into his boyhood as a result of some of
his writings. Of his early manhood, we know very little, iccording
to reports, he began his cereer as a printer, learning his trade with
the Yorkshire Herald. One would have thought him in his element in
the newspaper world., Yel we learn that he joined Northern Command at
the start of the 1914 war, spent forty years as a switchboard operator.
It seens a colourless forty years for a man with the train of Herbert
Leckenby.

For, make no mistake, lerbert was a man of exceptional taelents,
If, as I believe, there is a higher hand which guides the destinies of
men, is it not certain that, in the last thirteen years of his life he
filled the place and did the work for which he had always been intended?
It is no exaggeration, perhaps, to sgy that he came to life with the
birth of the C.D.

Perhaps, for the first time, he found an outlet for the gifis God
had given him, He had a keen eye for i{he tastes of his readers; a
weelth of tact, which kept for him the countless friends vhich he made
by his kindliness; a clever pen; a boundless energy; a shrewd
business sense, without which all his gifts as an editor might have
been wagsted., He was easy-going, which made higylovable, but he had a
hard core of strang character, based on a firm sense of truth and
justice,

In mnning, single-handed, this megazine and the Annual in all
its various facets, Herbert Leckenby accomplished something which could
have only been achieved by a man dedicated, A remarkable character,
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His passing has left a void which cen never be filled, Those of us
who knew him will never forget him, Perhaps Herbert would say: "It
is wonderful to be missed."

And how we all miss him,

* * * * #*
HERBERT LECKENBY LATD TO R=ST

The funeral of Herbert Leckenby took place on Monday, 26th
October, 1959, After a simple and moving service at the Methodist
Church, the interment took place at York Cemetery.

Many relatives and nuserous members of the (,B.B,C., followed
the coffin %o its last resting place. There were many beautiful
fleral tributes,

The Collectors' Digest, and menbers of the 0l@ Boys' Book Clubs
21l over the world, oxtend to Mr, Raymond Leckenby, Herbert's son,
and 1l the family, their very deepest sympethy at this sad time, We
hope that Fr, Raymond Leckenby may glean great comfort froz the lmove
ledge of the wniversal esteem in which his fether was held.

*
*Iﬁm' ”® % ¥

TRIBUTES

Tributes to our latek Editor and friend, Herbert Leckenby, have
poured in, in an unceasing stream, Lack of spzce makes it quite ime
possible to print them all, or even to quote from them all, but here
is a representative selection, showing the affection and esteem in
which Herbert was held by all his readers.

FRAWK RICHARDS: (President of the 0.B.B.C.) "I am deeply saddened
to learn of Herbert's death. The news hes cast a gloon over my day."

IRANK CLSB: "The loss of Herbert could not affect me more if he were
& nesr relative, Whom the gods love, died young! I think that
applies to Herbert, for he died a boy at heart. God be with him!"
HARCLD L&CK: "My only regret is that I never hed the pleasure and
privilege of meeting Herbert, but I shall always have happy memories
of one who, I am sure, must have been a very charming person.”

HAYDN SATMON: ™A brave and petient man, of that there is no question -
and, even if I cannot claim to have had the same personal contact,




through lack of opportunity, as perhzps a number of the members, I
have always felt him a true friend."

STANLEY KNIGHT: "What a wornderful monument to him is the world-wide
mesbership of 01d Boys' Book lovers, which, through his vision and
enthusiasm, he brought into being."

F, ADLINGTON SYMONDS (Pounder and Chief Editor "The Champion" and
Lssociated Journals = Amalgamated Press, Ltd., 1922—24): "The passing
of Herbert Leckenby is a grave and irreparzble loss to the cause for
which he worked for so long and with such self-sacrificing enthusiam,
He did more, perheps, than any man to keep the love of the old boys'
papers alive and to revive golden memories among those who, like my-
self, wers actively associated with meny of these jowrnals in the past.
i kindly and generous man, he had a quiet, pervasive charm that
endeared him to all with whom he came into contact; and he was a good
and loynl friend, as I personally have reason to remember. That his
great work will live long after him is at least certain. No less,
surely, must he himself be remembered with pride and affection by all
who had the privilege of his friemdship, May his kindly soul rest in
peace."

GEORGE SELLMRS:  "The spirit never dies....the Good lives on eternally
....only the baser things can die. I regarded our Herbert as a very
good friend ever since I discovered his beloved C.D, in MaXy, 1953,
Although I never had the honour of spesking to him, I had, through the
medium of his many letters to me, a feeling that I had know,him for a
very long tinme,"

J. SHEPHERD: "It is impossible to express one's feelings properly,
but he will know what we thoughlof him. I can ecxpress it best in one
word we use in Yorkshire, He was a 'Toff'"

ALEXUNDER STANDEN: "i little more of 0l1d England has gone with his
passing,"

LRTEUR CARBIN: "I shall miss his friendship for a lomg time, and shall
never forget him. I wrote and told him that he and Charles Hamilton
had given me some of the happiest hours of my life. The trumpets must
certainly have sounded for him on the other side. May he rest in
pecce,"

CHIRLES BAKER: "When he wrote, his letters were always so lind and
wderstanding,"

EDWARD BLIGHT: "It will be a long time before collecters, all over




the world, forget the tremendous energy that he put into the organising
and producing of the C.D. and the Annual,

MARK JOINSON: "Like many hundreds of others, who cuwe much to Herbert,
T feel his passing keenly."

FRU UNIN:  "To me, personally, Herbert's death is a sad blow. We
corresponded regularly, exchanging cricket news and views, end I always
enjoyed reading his very sage and interesting comments on County and
Test cricket.

i Herbert loved life and he wes loved by his many friends the
world over, He must have been a happy men in this knowledge. Through
his worderful work he gave happinese to thousands. Surely he will be
well rewarded because of that.”

BILL 107T8: "It is impossible far one to put into words the emount of
zood, the sheer hard work he pubt into the hobby. The collecting werld
will never be the same again without his guidance.

"ig)1l, Bill" said Herberi, when I saw hin off at King's Cross, a
fow wesks ago, "that's enother good visit over. Hope to see you at
Christmas,"

Ve won't see you at Christuas, Herbert, put I'm sure you will be
with us in spirit alveys. We will never forget you."
H. ¥, TWM (Editor of 'Union Jack' 1921-33 and D.W.): '"Practically
single-handed, he built up an organisation that has becoms world-wide
in only a few years, and apparently he had 11 the strings of it in his
own hands, the circumatences being what they were, It is 2 notable
achievenent which is not widely known as it deserves to be, And al-
though it could not have heppened without the co-operation of his
fellow enthusiasts, the fact is that it did happen, ad it was his
leadership that made it happen. Maybe the 0.B.3.0. widespread growth
hed an element of good timing sbout it - the right thing at the right
poment - but, just the same, it couldn't have got anjnhere without the
single-minded devotion of a man who could, and did, meke the advance—
ment of the hobby his full time interest, I'm sorry that I never met
him,"
ALTER WEBRR: "To have contributed tc a magazine by one who, by his
entiusiasn and devotion to the emse, contribufed so enormously to the
enjoyment of so many of his kind, is on honour not lightly valued, and
I mourn his loss very deeply."

HARRY DOWLER: "I was Herbert's first hobby friend. I spent many
happy hours with him in the streets of York, and also in his 1i




332...

house.
{45 the years Tolled by I began to realise more and more the
genuineness of my friend, his sincerity and his tremendous loyalty, I
have many friends, but never yet had I another who was so true, genuine,
and faithful as Herbert. Despite his eccentricities, he was a real
cheracter, and a gentlemen to the very core. As my friend, Frank
Pettingell, says: "Peace be to him and to his generous soul,"

LLEX S. MATHIESON: "He was a small man in body, but a veritable gimt
in spirit - a spirit which sustained him and his beloved magazine
through meny years of some hardships and bereavement. His passing will
be mourned in lands the world over."

1ES ROWLEY: "Herbert died in a well-wom hamess, for, besides his
editorial duties at home, he kept in touch with an ever-growing circle
of friends abroad. A4s an overseas reader, I have appreciated the one
as much as the other, It is a difficult job to persusde someone living
thouscnds of miles away that he is part ond parcel of a club that is in
being at home.

" In this, Herbert succeeded, ard I can give ample testimony that
those members overseas were never neglected end thus made to feel they
were 'out of the picture'. His keeness for the hobby hed an infectious-
ness that kmew no boundaries and needed mo passport,

"+ So, like everyone else, I am sorry that he is no longer with us,”

BECTE PATE (Australia): "Somehow, one never thought of age in con-
nection with Herbert, and when I wrote him we talked on the same level
which made me quite forget that he belonged to my parents' generation
jnstead of mine. Always so young at heart, it was hard to believe that
he had passed man's allotted span, and I think that is why the news of
his passing came as such a shock to his friends whe had not seen him
failing in recent months. It is hard indeed to realise that I won't
be receiving any more of his friendly letters, so herd to read but
always well worth the effort needed to decipher them.

» Herbert has given so much happiness to his friends, and his
wonderful work will be the best memorisl any man could wish for. It
is sad indeed, to thirk he may have died alone when he had so many
friends, but also good to know he pessed away so peacefully after such
a rewarding life."

*
* X ® HI-H*H * * *
*




In September, Herbert Leckenby visited me at my home. He asked
me to take over the control and production of this journal end of the
Annugl .

It was a great surprise, ad, indeed, a shock to me. I have
always enjoyed writing for the C.D., but never had I entertained the
thought that I might one day occupy the aditorial chair. I had never
wented such a responsibility.

T considered Herbert's request. To my eyes, he was, even then,
a dying wen - and I felt that I could net refuse what was obviously
his earnest desire, I agrecd — on the understanding that I would not
take over witil he felt quite wnsble to carry on, and on the distinet
wderstending that he should resume his old place et any time he might
feel sble to do so.

Naturally, there were many business details for us to go into
together, It was arranged that I should go to York on Thursday, 22nd
October, My hotel accommodation was booked. On Fridey, October 23rd,
Herbert and I were to spend the day togethor at the officcs of our
publishers, and plans were to be effected so that I could stop into
his place immediately in any emergency.

Sut on Wednesday moming, October 21st, I had a telephone call
to tell me that our much-loved editor was desd. I went north a few
days later - to attend Herbert's funeral.

If only he had been spared a few days longer, s much trouble
and anxiety would have been avoided. At present, all Herbert's
effocts are in the hands of sclicitors; all his assets are frozen,

As will be readily understood, it is only with the groatest difficulty
that I m able to prevent a big hiatus in the production and mailing
of this paper. It is likely to be a long time befors we get every=
thing on an even keel again,

With your permission and co-cperation, I interd to do my best to
carry on, I promise you thet I shall do my utmost to maintain the high
level, both intellectually and nmorally, that Herbert zlways attained
with this journal, one of the great loves of his life.

EARD FACTS

The fact emerges - and it is a startling and discomforting fact -

that Herbert ren both the C.D. and the Annual at a considerable loss,

subsidising them from his own slender income, Whether the C.D. and
the Annual can be pade self-supperting it is impossible to say at
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present, but it is clear that much of Herbert's trouble was due to a
dilatory method of peayment cn the part of a surprisingly large number
of his subscribers,

There is little doubt that all of us took Herbert too much for
granted, and a few, from thoughtlessness, tock advantage of his easy-
going good nature, Some, of course, always paid well in advence for
the C.D, and Annual, and helped him by sending along a stamped envelope
to save him time and expense in his welcome reply. But many paid
very much in arrears - ard some did not pay at all, This wnhappy,
slipshod systen gave him great anxiety and tremendous extra work.

Herbert died in harness, as he would have wished. But I, at
least, have no doubt at all that his life came to a premature end at
the shrine of these journals which he loved, and we love, so much.

™E FUTURE

I cun cope with the editoriel work - and my aim will be to give
you satisfaction., I can cope with the voluminous correspondence, and
even though I cannot write so many letters as Herbert did, every
reader will know that I am delighted to be pelted with correspondence
and literary contributions, even if my replies are, of necessity,
short,

1 cannot, however, cope with the past system of running the
finances of the nagazine. I am convinced that nobody else could cope
with #t either, for the paper would grind to a stop in a welter of
book-keeping. And, even if one could cope with it, such complicated
transections are intolersble.

Slack payments by the few are unfair to the editor, who must
pay as he goes; wmfair to the majority who co-operate to the fullest;
unfair to the C.D., acting as a dragging anchor while the engines ge
full speed ahead.

In future, the C.D. and the Annusl will be operated on an
advance subscription basis. Subscriptions can be paid for any period -
cne month, twelve months = mnything the reader finds the most con-
venient, When the subscription expires, a reminder will be sent with
the magazine.

I have had no opportunity yet to study the question of advert-
isements, but I am given to understand that these have been accepted
on a scale of great variation. It does not seem fair that some should
pay the full rate, which is reasonable enough, while others pey less
than half or on the never-never. I hope to be able to make a definite
statement on this point next month, but in the meantime insertions are
at one penny per word, serial numbers of papers counting as half a




word, It appears inevitable that t}?e C.D. will be published at a loss
for some time to come. If, as I hope and believe, in the fullness of
time it can be made to pay its way, the benefit will be passed on to
readers in a larger magazine, which will give more scope in every way.

With your sympathetic support and understanding, it will be my
aim to maintain the C.D. as a journal of which we can be proud - a
fitting remorial to our great Editor who is gone.

I offer my heartfelt thanks to two Trojans of York, who, during
these recent anxious weeks, have rendered inestimable service to the
€.D, and myself, It was dve entirely to Mr. Jack Wood that the Nov-
ember issue came out on time, and he has worked, tirelessly and un—
selfighly, to help to clear the chaos which descended upon us with
Herbert's death, Nr, Gore-Zrowme, director of the York Duplicating
Services, spent the entire day with me, ironing out difficulties,
yhile T wes in York - and thereby landed himself with hours of night
work to do to make up for his lost day. Since then, though this is
his busiest time of the year, he has been ever at my beck and call —
writing me long and helpful letters, making long distance telephone
calls, willing end enxious to help me in every way, Thank you, two
very grand gentlemen,

Finally, grateful thanks to the many soores of people who have
written me such heartwarming letters of encouragement in my new task.
I have tried to acknowledge every letter, but if, insdvertently, any-
one has not heard from me, please accept my thanks now,

Ao Folitem™

******i“*****II*ii**{*l‘***‘ii*‘-ii*

FOR SALE - 45 mint copies C.D. Number 110 - 154, Also 1958 hnnual,
30/- post free, F. C. BEAFDSELL, 2 ROSS AVENUE, DAVENPCRT, STOCKPCRT.

EARLY Sexton Blakes, Nelson Lees, Boys' Friends, few S.0.L's including
Kos. 3, 5, T, 15 (S.A.E. Requirements)

44 PIEAX HIIL ROAD, ST. HELEN'S, LANCS.

EXCHANGE: Post-war Bunter and Merry books offered for Collectors!
Digest Annuals 1947 — 50 and 1956; and Collectors' Digests + - 72 and
122, PETER HANGER, 72 GLASGOW STREET, NCRTHAMFTON.




Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAT
27, Archdale Road, Bast Dulwich, London, S.E. 22.

It is nice to be back heme and looking after my colum once
again, but it is with sadness at the death of Herbert Leckenby that I
prepare this 'copy' for Eric Payne, our new editor and publisher.

For the past ten years or more both Len and myself came to look
upon Herbert as something more than a friend, and the pleasure of
entertaining hinm on his visits to London was something we always looked
forward to. Like my husband, I also have very happy memories of a
certain Christmas spent at Knaresborough, at whick time we spend a day
at York with Herbert and his wife, Our deughter, Eleanor, was with us,
she was quite a young girl then - on that occasion, and has had a soft
spot in her heart for Herbert ever since....

We are very fortunate to have Eric continue where Herbert left
off, and it is up to us to give our new Editor all the support we can,
thersby making his Labour of Love & pleasure,

JOSIE PACKMAN

* * X O *

CENTURY-MAKFRS
(&nd a few other interesting statistics)
BY WALTER WEBR

INSTALMENT NINE DEATH OF A STALWART

Sexton Blake writers were crowded together in guite a packed
throng in 1924; but this did not act in any way as a deterrent to
aspiring newcomers, who continued to wedge themselves in to swell the
nunber of overwhelming proportions, though, but for one very notabla
azception, none were destined to last very long, First was (52)
WARWICX REYNCIDS, who, ef ter meking a temporary excursion from the
closely associated field of artists and making not the slightest im—
pression with the pen in this - fo Lim ~ new and unfamiliar medium,
promptly roturned to his chosen profession, The author of the nmme of
Lomax who wolunteered a story for the U,J. in February was ohviously,
by the style in which it was written, $he work of Lomax of the pink-
covered era, so he can hardly be introduced as & new writer. A month
later, Walter Shute, who started at the 4.7, as an office bey, worked
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himself up to becoming an editor of the U.J. and then, not caring for
the job, went freelancing and was next to take the field, though it is
not unlikely thet he started a little earlier - maybe in the late pink-
Jjacketted U.J, days. To Blake readers and those who remember his
sporting tales for various publications far boys he was better known
as (53) WALTER EDWARDS.

4pril saw the arrival of that turbulent, mercurisl character
from Portmadoc, North Wales, the 23 year-old ESJ-) GWYN EVANS, one of
the most unrelisble yet brilliant authors ever to take up the pen on
behalf of Sexton Blake; and this is literslly the truth, for Gwyn
never used a typewriter, all his work being submitted in a neat read-
able hand.

Debutantes continued to take the course at the rate of about one a
month, for in May came (55) EAROLD W. TWYMAN, better known as the
editor who succeeded Walter Shute on the U.J., and on consequence
suffered many a headache in his dealings with the previously mentioned
writer. Then, in June, followed (56) JOHN W. WHEWAY, and obviously
Cecil Hayter had crossed the border, for the new writer took cver his
famous characters, Lobangu and Sir Richard Lesely, and the story he
wrote about them is chiefly remembered for the miss-spelling of the
name of losely throughout the whole tele. John Wheway was said to
have been an admirer of the characters, which makes it all the more
surpriging why he did not know that there was only one 'e' in the name
‘Losely'; for, if nothing else, this proved one thing - that the hand
of a sub-writer was reponsible, though - let it be admitted, in all
fairness - a very competent one at that. As 'Hilda Richards' later on
in his career, the author wrote stories of that captivating schoolgirl
character, Barbara Redfern, and her chums at Cliff House School,
originated by the one and only Frank Richards.

The August Bank Holiday issues of the 5.B.L. included a novel by
(57) J. G. JOMES, who became struck by that most terrible of all
afflictions - blindness. Like Whewsy, J. G. Jones wrote stories for
girls too, under the nom~de-plume of "Enid Barle", using "Ambrose"
instead of Enid when writing for boys. In September (58) CRICETON
MILN came along, but there is a theory that he might have written
some of the early pink-covered U.J. Stories, though at the time of
writing nothing is definitely known, A men named (59) TYLER arrived
in October, presented a story which Mr, Twyman considered good enough
for inclusion in the U.J. and was never heard of again, Neither, up to
the time of writing, is his Christian name definitely known. The last
Union Jack of the year 1924 introduced (60) ANTHONY BAROW, though
when the story written by him was republished in "Detective Weekly" in




1938, the name of John Baron was given.

In 1924 Andrew Murray's last published story appeared. It was
called "The Sign of the Yellow Dragon™, and brought to an untimely
close both in the U.J. and the S.B.L. the work of an author who had
given of his best where the adventures of Sexton Blake and Tinker were
concemed, In these records he holds a proud position, having totalled
165 novels, which included 70 for the S.B.L. and 95 for the U.J.,
though in the latter publication it is barely possible that he did
eventually attain the hundred mark; for in my records there are six
stories wholly unaccounted for in regard to authorship, and if Murray
vrote all these, or at least, five, then, on his behalf, it can be
claimed that he is deserving of inclusion, with Graydon and Teed, as
being one of only three authors to have written one mmdred stories
for the U.J. alone., One of the stalwarts of Blake fiction, several
little errors are to be observed in Andrew Murray's last stories, due
no doubt, to declining health. It has been stated that he died of
paralysis,

Irto the place vacated by him glided G. H. Teed, with a tally of
stories only 3C less then Murray's final figure and 75 behind Graydon,
who continued comfortably placed at the top having seen the eclipse of
his nearest rival, With 53 stories E. S. Brooks had now moved forward
considerably, and, in fifth place, was only nine contributions behind
Robert Murray.

The three new names in 1925 included (61) JOHN NIX PENTELOW,
femous for his grand serials of County cricket in the Boys' Realm;
(62) NORMAN TAYLOR, another well-known sports' writer; and (63) YOUNG,
whose Christian name is not known, but which may have been Stewart,
who wrote some detective tales in the Boys! Herald earlier on, At the
end of a not very inspiring year the leadi positions stooed thus:

Y. WM. Graydon (219); €. H. Teed {1?0?; Hark Osborne (76);
Robert Murrey (68); E. S. Brocks (5&).

The only recruit in 1926 was the already ageing (64) ARTIUR
PATERSON, who, at 64 contributed his first Sexton Blake story., And
here is a strange coincidence; for it was on Paterson's birthdey that
the story which marked his debut appeared in the U.J. He was born on
15th July, 1862 and it was on Thursday, 15th July, 1926 that the story
appeared. Sad to relate, in another eighteen months and one day, he
was to pass on, leaving eight unpublished Blake stories behind him,

With several other authors passing the half-century mark it is
necessary to give the latest details at this stage, the end of the
year, 1926. W. H. Graydon (230); C. H. Teed (177); Mark Osborne
(78); Robert Murray (71); E. S. Brooks (60); Allan Blair (56);




Gilbert Chester (54); Lewis Jacksu?n (52), Passing Andrew Hurray
figure of 165 stories, G. . Teed thus became second highest to
Greydon in-the number of Blake stories written, and the end of the
year saw the latter's lead reduced to 57, fine going when it is
Temembered that Graydon had eight yeers start over Teed and that the
latter lost over four years' writing between October, 1917 and Feb-
ruary, 1922 due to travels abrosd, And with 54 teles to his credit
Gilbert Choster, with a little accelerakion of progress, could achieve
the feat of passing the hundred mark at a faster rate than Graydon
did, the latter's time being seven years and one ronth; though with
46 stories still to write in twe and a half years Chester would cer-
tainly have to exert himself.

1927 - and another spate of rew faces, eight in all, five in
the U.J., the renainder in the pages of the 5.B.L. First (65)
LADBROKE BLAGK, who wrote his first Blake when in his 50th year and
contributed some pretty desultory stuff sfterwards, many of the yams
appearing under the name of Paul Urquhart, This pen-name ig interesting
beomuse it was also used by & man with whom Black collaborated on
occasion, but who, it must be clearly stressed, did nob use it in the
writing of Sexton Blaxe stories. Thomas Cox Meech, a parliamentary
journalist and lecturer, and the auther in question, was Paul Urquhart
shen jointly writing with Black such work as "The Eagles", "The Web"
"The Shadow" ard others; but Paul Urquhart was Ladbroke Black where
Blake was concerned. Strangely enough, both Black and Heech died
within three months of one another in 1940,

(66) TON STHINER made his debut with a pleasing story of the
Turf in March, and he was followed in April by (67) HOUGHTON TOWILEY.
1 tele about yachting brought in (68) C. MALCOLM HINCES in July, and
he was closely followed by Gerald Verner, who wrote all his Blake
stories under the pseudonym of (69) DONAID STUART. (70) LESTER BIDSTON
come next, follewed a week or two later by (71) R. L. HADFIELD; and
olthosgh {72) STACEY BLAGE is introduced here for the first tine, he
nay, as on old hand, have contributed in the pink-covered U.J. dayse.

4nd so, into 1928, with Teed just six short of his 200 and only
47 behind Greydon, a position made even more interesting by the fact
that yet another author enters the records - Inthony Skene, with a
not out score of 51.

*
****:"I-I!-

FOR SALE: C.D's Nos. 63-130, 94 each. C.D. Anrvals 1952-1956 7/~ each,
211 inclusive of postage. NORMAN PRAGNELL, 3% BRAE STREET, LIVERPOCL, T
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VALK TN THE SHADOYS (H0u 837). oo oo DOLPHIN

4 novel which is not only above the usual length but is corres-
pondingly higher in quality than the average 3.B.L. as well. Quotation
here of two well-worn and hackneyed phrases is resisted because it
would be tantamount to practicelly giving away the identity of who-did-
it in this neatly constructed but by no mesns criginal uystery of the
murder of Gordon Allbright, 2 men familiar and feared in the world of
copmerce, whose sudden death trought sgainst the heads of various
enployees of the Kirkdale Pelevision Limited the stabbing finger of
suspicion.

Even the most critical of Blake devotees will like the way Sexton
Blake is portrayed here - the human, kindly and considerable champion
of the oppreesed, et the implacable and tenacious enemy of the suppres-
sor. Paula's services are not required, but MHarion, a rapidly maturing
member of the organisation, again proves her metal in a case which
netts the firm a well-earned £20,000. Tinker alsc plays an important
part.

Rating ..............Very good.

TCYCH_OF EVIL (Nou 438) e .. iRTHUR HACLEAN

Sexten Blake, Tinker, Paula Dane and Splash Kirby among the
nountains, glens and lochs of Bonnie Scotland, For love and romance
the perfect setting; but it was into something much less idyllic that
Blske and Splash foraged as, in the former's silver-grey Bentley, they
raced through the gentle slopes of heather and gorse. such a contribu-
tory factor to the rugged beauty of the Highlands, en route for the
Rocket Research Establishment at Kilbreck for the purpose of obtaining
for the newspaperman an interview with the Director in which to glean
facts end figures on Britasin's Geophysical Research Programme for the
"Daily Post'.

Blake's interest in the proceedings, somewhat detached at first.
is enlivened into active participation when he sees Karla Lindemann, a
once beautiful scientist but now an emaciated and ageing woman, throw
herself from the roof of the building. To Arthur Maclean has fallemn
the distinction of being the first author to bring Blske into contact
with the wnknown perils which lurk in the vastnesses of outer space.
Rating. ... ... Very good. WALTER WEER.




HAMILTONIANA

FISHY THOUGHT OF IT FIRST

Early in November the national press reported the activities of
two boys at Lowestoft Grammar School, who sterted an Insurance Scheme
ngainst punishments. Insured pembers get 4/~ for a cening, 3/5 for
detention, 1/- for every hundred lines, and so on. & master at the
school, perheps admiring his pupils' initiative, put something about
the schere in. the school magazine.

In the "Daily Telegraph" for November 3rd, ¥r. G. E. Dixon of
Redditch wrote & letter to the Editor, pointing out that the origin-
ator of the idea wes Frank Richards. "In one of his Greyfriers storics,
written 40 years ago in the Megret, one of his characters, Fisher T.
Fish, organised the P.B.P.I.C., which meant the Pro Bono Publico In-
surance Company."

Mr. Dixon ended his letter: "Dere one suggest that the puplls
of Lowestoft Grammer School had somehow come across & COPY of that
0ld Hagnet?"

% ¥ X x ¥
FRANK RICHARDS ON RADIC

On Monday evening, Nevember 16th, Frank Richards was heerd in
Radio Newsreel, The B.B.C. called the ifem "0ld tunes in deed
languages", and Hr. Richards was interviewed concerning his recent
hobby of translating famous songs into latin. The interviewer made
the slip of announcing that "Fifty years ago Mr. Richards crested Filly
Bunter in a paper called the "Gem," That was near enough for the B.B.C.

Mr. Richards was an unqualified success, his pleasant voice coming
delightfully, and with real youth, over the air. Then, to surprise us
all, he sang three well-kmown ditties which be has put into Latin:
"There is a Tevern in the Town" "Weltzing #Watilda" and "The Man on the
Flying Trapeze." To hear Frank sing was a real experience. If Frenkie
Vaughan end Frank Sinatra were listening in, they would realise that
they have to look to their laurels. Another Framk has them beaten at
their own game,

In jesting mood, with a real boyish touch, Mr, Richards completed
his broadcast with a parody, in Latin, of Byron's Venerable Bede.
Adced to construe, Mr, Richards obliged: Wihile Billy Bunter stands,




Frank Richards stands; when Bunter falls, Frank Richards falls; and
when Richards falls, there will be an end to the art of writing for
young pecple.”

And so say all of us. Congratulations, Frank Richards. A mighty
fine show. May Billy Bunter's Colosseun stand far a long, long time to
come .

Part of the programre was repeated in "pick of the Week" on the
following Friday.

LR

BILLY BUNTER at the VICTORIA PALACE

Bdy O N e e ———

Gerald Campion will be Billy Bunter again for four weeks,
commencing December 22nd, at the Victoria Palace, for matinees only.
The new show is entitled "Billy Bunter Flies Bast," The opening scene
is set at the school, after which Harry Wharton and his friends go to
India, accompanied, without thepr knowledge, by the Owl of the Remove,
Though the play is not written by Frank Richerds it comes to London
with our author's approval and good wishes.

It is written by Maurice lMcloughlin, a man who knows his Grey-
friars, and he has tried hard to make sure that there shall be nothing
which might be irritating to the most conservative Hamiltonian. MMr,
HeLoughlin is now a subseriber to the C.D. He spesks of the sadness he
feels when he recollects the hunireds of Hagnets which have passed
through his hands and beyond his reach. He still has four Holiday
Anmuels which he cherishes,

We appeal to all C.D. readers, so far as they are able, to
support this show, Tery few of the heroes of our youth are left to us.
1t is up to us to keep alive the few which remain, and give all our
help to keep them going strong.

The London Club is organising e party for Saturday, January 2nd,
and has booked a block of seats at the Victoria Palace. It is expected
that photographs will be taken of our party with Billy Bunter and Co.,
and it promises to be m hilaricus afternoon.

If you would like to join the party on January 2nd, drop a few
lines to Pen Whiter, the Secretary of the London Club, with your
remittance at 12/6 per seat, or to the Editor of the C.D. You will be
given a wam welcome.

In any case, please take your relatives and friends — and part-
jeularly the youngsters (the Billy Bunter fans of to-morrow) — to the
show, some time during its run, and then write and tell us your opinion

of it,
P R
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MORE ABQUT THE "VIC" SEOW

Lest year, Bernadette Milnes and Michael Anthony (who ere man
and wife in private life) obtained the rights to present Billy Bunter
on the stage for the first time, The show was more successful than
even they had imagined it could be, delighting sudiences of all ages.
We hope that they will be equally successful with this year's prodoc=
tion.

At present, Bernadette and Hichael are appearing in the B.B.C.
Relevision series "Private Investigator.”

Maurice McLoughlin (referred to earlier), the writer of the play,
was once a cartoonist with "Punch". He has a twelve-—year-old son,
Ldam, who, presumably, is alsoc a Greyfriars fan.

On November 19th, David Stuart (grandson of the femous composer,
Leslie Stuart), called at our "editorial office" and spent a happy
time discussing Billy Bunter, browsing over old Magnets and back issues
of the C.D., and getting genuinely interssted in hobby matters. Mr,
Stuart, who is now a subscriber to the C.D., is the assistant-producer
of the new Victoria Palace show. He is particularly keen on the school

stories by Desmond Coke,
* % * % ¥

1 MEET GEORGE RICHMOND SAMWAYS - Part 5
By W. 0. G. Lofts

Foreword

This is the last of the present series of articles and I would
very much like to express my appreciation to the many readers who have
written to me, and who have shown such interest in Mr. Samwnys'
revelations. At a later date, more articles on Mr. Sarways will be
written for the interest of C,D. readers - perhaps an article from Mr,
Semways' own pen,

Readers who receive the "Story Paper Collector™ will perhaps be
interested to know that a full-length article on Mr, Samweys will be in
issue Wo, T, complete with o photograph., Unfortunately, for technical
reasons, it was not possible to reproduce the photograph in the C.D.

MORE QUESTICNS and ANSWERS

Q. It was once suggested that substitute stories in the lagnet and

the Gem should have been published under the authors' own names, Do
you agree with this? ’

A. "The nemes 'Frank Richards' and 'Martin Clifford' were used from.
the beginning to the end of Magnet and Gem history. This was editorial,




if not dictatorial, policy = and certainly all the substitute writers
of my acquaintance were content to remain anonymous. These pen-names
had endeared themselves so much to schoolboy readers that I think it
would have been a great mistake to change them whenever a substitute
story was published. Imagine a Magnet story suddenly appearing as
by Edwy Searles Brooks or by G. R. Semways - or even by Charles
Hamilton! The idolaters of Frank Richards would have been disappointed,
to say the least, and , however good the story happened to be, it would
have been compared unfavoursbly with a "Frank Richards" yam, and the
confidence of readers would have been undermined.

After all, if a substitute writer desired personal glory, all
he had to do was to write far other periodicals under his own name."

Q. Apart from your work on the Companion Papers, can you give me any
details of other writings you have done?

4. I did a great deal of original writing, quite independently of the
Companion Papers. I had a serial, "The Greater Game" in "FLYING";
poems in all the aeronsutical journals; short stories in "SCOUT" and
also, one of the havrdest things to achieve, a poem in "FUNCH." My
verse has also appeared in "Answers", "THE PASSING SHOW" and THE SUN-
DAY PICTORIAL. I have also had several bound books published - one a
book of poems entitled "War Lyrics",

Q. Can you name any other writers, perhaps unknown to me, who have
penned lagnet and Gem yams?

4. There was a writer named W. L, Catchpole, who was successful in
the Greyfriars Story Competition in 1915. He certainly wrote for the
Gem and Magnet. A former sub—editor, W. E, J. Pike, may have written
a few.

CONCLUSTION

I have been most fortumate in tracking down these two writers,
and some very interesting facts and data have come to light, I shall
be sending these to the new editor in the New Year.

Mr., W. L. Catchpole, also wrote Sexton Blake stories under the
name of "Roland Howard", which enabled me to solve another mystery as
this name was oustanding on Derek Adley's and my own authors' list to
be revealed in the Sexton Blake colums, The End,

* * * R *

RESULT OF QUIZZLE NO, 12. CLUE DOWN: "Twelve months 01d". HIDDEN

WCRDS: " . Bunter Court, according to Bunter." First correct solution
received from D. B, Webster, 23 West Park Road, Kew, to whom 5/- has
been sent.
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GUIZZILE Wo. 13

The letters in the numbered squares,
if placed in sequence in the lower
grid, will spell out the way any Gem
Christmas story might have opened,

CLUE DGiN: A. Where Billy Bunter

excels himself (9,6)

CLUES iCROSS:

I

7 I
123 45_6_?_8910

11]12.13.14]15 161718119 20
jm 22 23! ﬂa 25 26! 27 23 E}

S

Fatty between the posts,

It's not superior to Greyfriars,
but don't expect Winstow to ugree,
Docs Smithy give this when he
plays strip poker? (3, 4)

One Hagnet only is followed by a
girl,

The Redwings of Hauwkscliff,
Figgins sounds oddly like & picce
of furniture. (4, 3

Ne score, and it's over, Clara,
dasthis Fourth Former won his
wings? You bet he hasn't.

It may be hot in the middle, but
thiz sort of work wouldn't do for
Quelch,

Return reward for Robert Whiter,
Bunter's titled relations are
spirited at heart, but entirely
this,

L. This pakes Selby irritable, perhms,

M. The kind of wonder Frenk Richards writes about. (4, 4)
N

0

. DBig, like Billy Bunter,

« If young Carter Paterson went to Greyfriars, would he become this?

* ® * O »

Write on a postcard the words in the lower grid and the answer to. the
Clue down. 5/- to the scnder of the first correct solution reccived

by the editor,

*
LU
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LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL

(In this series, Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to
students of the Hamilton papers. He gives his own view superficially.
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions on the topics he
discusses, he will summarise readers' views in a future issue.

No, 33. CHUMLEY FOR SHCRT

How is your prommciation? Do you call Levison "Leevy-sun" and
Ogilvy "Oggle~vee"? Do you say "Rill-cum" or "Rile cumby"? Does it
matter, in any case? Of course it doesn't! The Tose by any other name
would smell as sweet.

We all now that Cholmondeley is "Chumley" amd St, John is "Sin-
sn" and Marjoribanks is "Marshbanks", If the 3.B.C. is fo be believed
{it probably isn't) Compton is promounced "Cumpton" and Fontgomery is
"untguacery”, and Austria is "Orr-stria". My old headvaster used to
call a vase a 'vawse", (quite all right), Gilbert Harding cslls a
laboratory a '"lsbber-atree" (correct enough), and the Americans call a
tomato a "ter—may-toe" (norridle).

I knew a family named Tripe who pronounced it "Tree-pay", and
another family called Onions who called themselves "O-nye-uns". ILuckily
they lived far spart. I have heerd that folk with the goed old English
name of Sidebottom like to be called "Sid-boom", but I can't vouch for
that,

In saying the names of our schoolboy chavacters, it is likely
that many of us pronounce them as they occurred to us when we were
children. When I confess that, as a child, I always called Pontius
Pilate "Pointed Pillitt", it will be seen how misleading I must be as
& potential guide to this sort of thing.

4 well-kmovn English family of Levison call themselves "Loosen".
It is likely, however, that most of uscall our Levison "Levvy-sun",
which is pleassant to the ear, and probably what the suthor intended.

I have heard this character called "Leevy-sun™, which may pass, but is
hardly so tuneful.

In Scotland, "Kerr" is "Carr", but I daresay most of us @ll him
"Cur", as we did when we were younger. I do, for one.

As & lad I called Ogilvy "Er-gill-vee", the gill soft as in
neigh", Today, I call him "Osgle-vee", though it might well be correct
to say "O-gll-vee", or even "Odge-1l-vee."

Wharton is undoubtedly akin to the man who had a wart on his nose,
For that reason, I am puzzled as to why deaf or forgetful people in the
sturiqgw(“l-lr. Woose, for exarple) bave addressed Wharton es "Carton" or




"Carter".

Some folk call Outram, the grand Flue Cover cheracter, "Cutedam”, .
Personally, I prefer the more soothing "Goo-trum."

As a boy, seeking to air my newly-scquired knowledge of French,

I celled Lefevre "Lay-favre", HNowadays, I think of him as "Ler~fever"
but if you call him "Ler-fevver" you are just as prone to be right.

What about Lowther? I like the pronunication the Scotch give
their Lowther Hills, rhyming Low with Cow. Some people rhyme the Low
with "Toe", and who am I to say them nay?

Do you say Quelch to rhyme with "belch" or to rhyme with "Welsh"?
I prefor the latter, but it's all a matter of taste.

lauleverer is, I think, "Mer-levver-er", but it's 211 the sare
to me if you enll him "Mauly-vera" or even "Her-levver-ay", if you
are a bit pedantic.

Our English language being what it is, Lovell is, of course,
"Luvvell" to rhyme with "shovel". Kerruish i§ "Cur-roosh" and Monteith
is "Mon-teeth", though, as a kid, I called the latter "Monty-ith,"

Wedehouse School, where Cardew originated, might be "Woad-house"
after the early Britons, or "Woodhouse" after the novelist, or even
"Woddus", after the Sid-booms. You never can tell,

D'irey is certainly "Dar-see", though I have heard the name men-
tioned with a hiccup. Lascelles, I feel sure, is pronounced to rhyme
with "vassals", and should not be "Lass-sells",

Pengonby, to most of us, is slmost certainly "Pon-sun-bee", but
I believe the correct promunciation would be "Punsby™.

Talbot, of course, can be "Toll~but" or "Tall-but," though I
liko, probably incorrectlyto rhyme the "Tal" with "pal®.

As a horrible child, spesking from the stomach, I used to con-
fuse Nugent with "nougat" and call them both "Nugget".

"Let's Be Controversial®, this month, reminds me of the little
girl, who, while having tea at the party, called out "Warma go levity",
This column, with sad loss of dignity, has sunk to levity, and our only
excuse is that Christmas is near, In January, when the bills come in,
we shall be serious once agein,

It's just my point of view! What's yours?

LI T
CONTROVERSIAL ECHQOES
No. 31. PRINTER'S PIE AND AUTHOR'S ERRORS

BILL IOFTS writes; "Charles Hemilton was inconsistent with the names
of his characters. I could quote quite a few instances, but the best
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known is the different Christian names he gave to Mr. Quelch. The
blmme for this, has been put at the doors of the substitute writers,
in the past, which was unfair to ther, This actually brought sbout
the femous Greyfriars Gallery, for Mr, Samways was anxious to establish
the correct christian names of the characters.

I agree with you that Mr. Hamilton wasted many of the fine
characters he created - especially the Greek, Ionides, whom you
mention. Another character not introduced again after a very fine
story, though he was still in the Remove, was Artur Carlton (Msgnet
185), a real slacker if there ever was one. Strange also that the
previous week Lord Meuleverer has arrived on the scene.

The Magnet with Rylcombe across the cover, which you menticn,
was I think "The Shylock of the Second", written by Pentelow in 1917,
ant I egree that the author (who was also the editor at this time
nade a bad slip. This, I think, proves that Pentelow must have gleaned
all his authentic dats on Greyfriars from Mr. Samways' records, as
related in my article, and he did not know his Greyfriers as well as
he sheould have dene. In 1917, Mr. Sarways was away gserving with the
R.F.C., md had nothing to do, of course, with the sub-editing of this
story."

FRAW HANCOGK writes: "I suppose that nost Hooilton fons cop think of
2 number of inconsistencies, but some of them cannot be laid at the
author's door.

In an early Holiday Armual there was a detailed plen of Grey-
friars, which it was difficult to reconcile with some of the happen-
ings in the stories. For instance, the masters' studies are shown
dotted all over the place, whereas, in the legnet we were always
reading about "Hasters' Passage". It is sometimes difficult to deter-
mine whether we ere on the ground or upper flocrs of the various
schools; not that it matters very much, admittedly. S%ill, the reader
sozetimes gets the impression of slapdesh work.

T think the simple truth is that Charles Hamilton and his pub-
lishers thought that they were producing magazine stories (1ixe Conan
Doyle and his Sherlock Holmes), which could be read, enjoyed, and then
forgotten, not realising that they would become classics of their ldnd,
and read and re-reed many years after their first publication. If they
had so realised, they would have been more careful with names and
geography."

ERIC FAYNE adds: "I referred to Ionides as an extremely criginal
character who appeared regularly for quite a long time in early days.
This docs not mean that I think the casual characters, and Charles




Hamilton has irvented hundreds of them, should have remained on the
scene after their particulsr part was played, In fact, I have often
stated my opinion that it was a mistake when a cheracter, however
excellent and attractive he might be, was left on the scene to enlarge
an already big cast, This mistake was not made in mere recent years,
vhen many fine fellows, like Lencaster, toor their deperture when their
roles had been played.”
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WANTED - GENS: 313, 314, 315, 316, 319, 320, 321, 322, 356, 358, 359,
376, 365, 366, 367, 392, 45T, 459, 493, T13, 881, 935, M6, 950, 951,
953, 954, 956, 965, 968, 970, 976, 917, 980, 984, 966, 989, 990, 992,
993, 998, 1116, 1126, 1129, 1133, HMAGNETS: 45, 52, 134, 136, 138,
141, 195, 205, 238, 271, 318, 219, 325, 34, 346, 347, 353, 3517, 358,
386, 368, 389, 400, 411, M7, 469, TIT, T19, 752, 713, 809, 834, €50,
E56, e58, 862, 843, B64, 865, 866, 868, 900, 921, 924, 925, 935, 936, .
910, 942, W3, 944, M6, W8, M9, 950, 951, 954, 955, 958, 965, 96T,
%88, 096, POPULLRS: 370, 385, 390, 393, 395, 398, 452, 455, 461, 466,
474, 475.

C Fi SURREY,

VANTED - Sexton Blake Libraries - ist series: 11, 17, 37, 41, 105, 105,
111, 198, 201, 219; 2ad series: 293, 29, 506, 422, 474, 435, 520,
667; Boy's Friend Library - Ist series: 10, 68, 102, 105, 107, 165,
229, 246, 669; 2nd series: 396. Union Jack - 689, 690, 651, 693, 695,
702, 03, 704, T, 721, 125, 121, T32, 753, T36, 140, 145, 46, 149,
751, 752, 1041, 1064, 1098, 1388, 1390.

b J. PACKHAN, HDALE ROAD, ELST DULWL :
ALL CORRESPONDENCE IN CONWECTION WITH PIHE COLLECTCRS' DIGEST" SHOULD
WOV BE ADDRESSED TO THE EDITOR, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GRCVE ROLD, SUREITON.
Short articles and general items heartily welccmed.

|

WANTED: "The Autobiography of Frank Richards" in good condition.
Send Gffers to:

J. CHAYBERLATE, 2 BRATHWAY ROAD, SOUPHFIELDS, 5.W. 18.

RXCHANGE: Post-war Dunter and Zerry books cffered for Collectors!
Dizest Annuals 1947 = 50 and 1956; and Collectors' Digests 1 - 72 and
122,

PETER HANGER, 72 GLASGOW STREET, NCRTHAMPTON,
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01,0 BOYS” BOOK CLUB

MIDLANDS
Report of Meeting held 26th October, 1959

The news of the sudden death of Herbert Leckenby cast a damper
over this particular meeting. To us 2ll he was a personal friend, and
as the sad news came too late for any of us to make arrangements to be
present at the funersl, we were more then glad that our Lady Chairmen,
ladge Corbett, had promptly made sure that a tribute from the Midland
Club should be amongst the rest.

It was late in the evening before the itwelve members present got
down to what turned out to be an interesting programme. John Tomlinson
obliged us with ancther of his interesting talks, and he outlined his
cight selections of old boys' books which he would toke on his "Desert
Island." ot all Eamiltonian, He chose some other authors, in the
smin school yams. Some we were familiar with, but from his description
of those we did not know, they were of the highest standard.

There was no quiz or raffle, owing to shortage of tinme, but as a
change Trom the ordinary there was a talk on the current boys' hero -
perhaps the most well-lmown of them - Hopalong Cassidy of the Bar 20.
There were 22 tales of this great character, 18 of them by Clarence E.
Mulford and four by Tex Bums. I gave the talk, and emphasised the
foct that these tales had been popular for over thirty years, and still
werc, I likened the yamms to those of King Arthur and his Knights of
the Round Teble, for what was the Bar 20 outfit other than a western
version of those famous knights?

The talk was much appreciated, and so was a similar talk by Jack
Corbett. This wes, as he termed it, "Frank Richards' Tremps." This
talk on tramps brought in many personal opinions from the members pre-
sent, and reference was made to the two books on "Pramps" by Jim Phelan.

An interesting night's programe, even if we ourselves "tramped"
along an unusual road for once.

Next meeting, November 30th - George Chatham's Film Show, by the
Way. HARRY BROSTER - Secretary.

MERSEYSIDE
Sund. 8th November, 1

Tnclement weether — and sickness - brought the November meeting
down to a minimum of members present, This is not very satisfacto
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and we hope that each and every member will meke a special pumt of
getting slong to the December meeting,

We opened with a well-deserved tribute to the memory of Herbert
Leckenby, whose death was a great shock to all of us at Merseyside. It
was only a few months ago since he was with us at a meeting, telling
us of his plens for the future. Rest in peace, Herbert, Our best
wishes go out to Eric Fayne, who will be tak:.ng over where Herbert
left off,

Final discussion of the Greyfriars Cup Competition took place,
A1l individual entries have now been corpleted,

After the tea intervel, we settled down to Bill Windsor's musical
quiz, Records, both light and classical, werc played, and we were
asked questions relating to the artists and composers. This was won by
Jini Walsh with fifty points, with Mrs, Webster second with forty-three,

Next reeting, which will be an informel Christmas gathering, will
be on Sunday, 6th December, at 6,30 p.m. sharp,

HORMAN PRAGNELL - Secretary, Merseyside 0.B.B.C.

NORTHERH
Feeting at 239, Hyde Park Road, Leeds, 14th November, 1959

The meeting started on a very sad note, because of the loss of
our founder, EHerbert Leckenby.

411 the members stood in silence for a short time, in memory of
Herbert, Chairman Bill Williamson paid a tribute, and Gerry Allison
read out from 2 large number of letters he had received, Herbert will
be missed, especially at Leeds, end he will never be forgotten,

A lebter from the new editor of the C.D. was read, and Eric was
assured of any help he might need, from the Northern Section,

The Christmas Party was discussed, and it was decided to have the
tea in the Club roonm again,

J. Breeze Bently then took the chair, and fifteen members settled
down to hear Breeze's Annual talk, This year's was entitled "The Todds"
and was well up to the usual high standard we have come to expect from
hin. Ve had the arrival of Peter Todd at Greyfriers, Peter trying to
make study No. T the top study of the Remove, Uncle Benjamin coming to
Greyfriars, and various other episcdes - all illustrated with readings
from Red Magnets. Chuckles and chortles came from all round the room,

A bresk for refreshments - and then a continuation, Before we
realised it, the clock had crept round to a quarter past nine, and, as
Breeze Bently finished he was acclaimed by a hcarty round of applause.
Then, reluctantly, we all begen to make our ways home,




Decenber 12th is the Clristmas Party, commencing 4.30 p.m.
R. HCDGSON - Hon, Secretary.

LoNDow

The third meeting of the llichaelmas term took place at a new
venue, the residence of Reuben Godsave at Leytonstone. The thoroughly
enjoyzble meeting was attendcd by 22 members.

Suitable tributes were paid to the memory of our late Vice-
President, Herbert Leckenby.

Very good progress was reported by both the Hamiltonian and Nelscn
Lee librarians, Bric Fayme addressed the gathering, and told members
about the future of the C.D. and alsc about the forthcoming party of
members and friends which is being arranged to visit the Victoria Prlace
on January 2nd, far a performance of "Billy Bunter Flies East,"

Roger Jenkins rendered a passege from lingnet 1141, "Bunter Comes
to Stay" - en iscue of the Courtfield Cracksoon series, Don Websterts
"Greyfriars Remove Study Occupants Quiz" was won by Millicent Lyle, Bob
Whiter's Quiz by Roger Jenkins, the Eliminator by Bob Whiter, while the
five wimmers of Eric Foyne's "Totto" were Roger Jenkins, Bob Blythe,

Don lebster, Len Packmm and George Sewell,

Len Packman read a couple of passages from our Herbert's "0ld
Boys' Books"™, and Bob Blythe reported that the Magnet B;hllogTaphv would
probably be issued next February. Se, with Don Webster proposing a
hearty vote of thanks to the hosts, Reuben and Mrs. Godsave, the meeting
terninated, Next meeting at 706 Lordship Lane, Wood Green, London, N.22,
Kindly notify Bob Whiter if you intend to be present, UNCLE BENJANIN,

AUSTRILTA THE GOLDEN HOURS CLUB
T Meeting held at Cahill's Restaurant on Friday, Novmber 3

When the members met at 6 p.m. it was obvicus that they were not
their usual bright enthusiastic seclves. The sad news of Iir. Leckenby's
death had been made kmown to his Australian friends and had reached us
several weeks ago, thanks to the fhoughtfulness of Ron Hodgson, Len
Poackman and Ben Vhiter, But as the letters from the English clubs were
passed around each had some glowing tribute tc pay to this very wonder-
ful friend, ad we here in Australia, although we had never had the
pleasure of neeting him, found we could talk of him as did his friends
in England. Despite the distance between, our friendship had been very
real and very close. Herbert gave much happiness to us all, and all
the collectors owe to hinm a debt that can never be fully paid.




The news that Herbert himeelf had chosen a succe
the members, and when a letter from Zric Payne himself was read, they
211 ngreed that Herbert, as expected, had made an excellent choice,
The members send their best wishes for your difficult task ahead, and
assure you, Eric, that they will give to you the same support as they
accorded Herbert.

Arrangements have now been completed to borrow a tape-recording
nachine to play back the greetings sent to us from the folk at Mersey-
side. All being well, a special meeting will be held on Sunday, 6th
Decerber at the home of the Secretary to share in this eagerly
awaited treat.

Details of the Christmas Party were then discussed and Friday,
Decerber 18th, chosen as the night for this happy event. Our two
perties have been most successful and it is heped this will prove even
more 80.

The rest of the evening was spent arranzing book exchanges and
perusing the most interesting copies of the lidland Newsletter from
our good friends Harry Broster and Co. B. PATE - Secretary,

EEEEE R e A

Velson [_ee Column

fir, JACK WOOD writes that, in order that more space can be
devoted to Tributes to our lateéy Editor, he has decided to hold over
the Nelson Les Column until the hext issue of the Collectors! Digest.
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OPINIONS PLEASE
o, 1

Chas Churchill writes: "The later Nelson Lees were, on the
whole, spoiled by teo much Handforth., In fact, the Nelson Lee Library
should have been called "Hamdforth's Weekly", as has been suggested by
others,”

Have you any views on the above opinion? If you have, jot them
down, keeping them short and snappy, and post to the Editor.

* * * ¥ *®




KEEP THEM GOING!

Elsewhere in this issue, we point out that few of the herces of
our youth are remaining to us, and we urge readers to support, with
all their might and main, those which, happily, are still with us.

On these grounds, we have asked you to support the Billy Bunter
show at the Victoria Palace.

On the same grounds we remind you that the Sexton Blske Library
is =till appearing, two issues each month, If you like detective
fiction, you will enjoy them. But, in any case, it is up to all of us
to do out little bit to make sure that a name which we saw on the book-
stalls years sgo is never crowded off, The Libraries cost only 1/-
each — the magazine section azlone is worth the bob,

Buy the Libraries each month, and, if you like, give them to a
young acquaintance. He will think you a grand fellow. If a Church
bazaar is coming zlong, which you usually support, give them a dozen
copies of the latest Blake for the stalls. Slip = copy in the parcel
you are packing for Nephew William or Uncle Fred. Don't be ashamed to
show the cover of the S.BE.L. as you ride on a bus = it is good advert-
ising, and we are not ashamed of our love for the old papers.

If your newsagent doeen't stodk them, persuade him to experiment
with some, and display them in his window or on his counter, They will
sell all right.

It's UP TC US T0 KEEP OUR HEROES ALIVE!

* * * O ¥

oDDS & ?@
By Cerry Allison

Under the heading "Billy Bunter Bagged" the following appeared
in a recent copy of the Dublin Evening Mail:

"Listening to 'Back to School', I was reminded of a funny ineci-
dent that occurred a month ago. My schooldays included the era of the
imgnet!, 'Gam', 'Popular' and a host of others, Ve read them in and
out of lessons, and there was many a sad heart if they were confiscated
by a naster.

A few years ago, Frank Richards revived his Billy Bunter series
in book form. The 'funny incident' occurred while I was changing &
book in the public library. I noticed, in the 'retums' section, one
of these editions of Billy Bunter, end, with true schoolboy cunning,
asked the assistant if it would be in order to get a book on my own
ticket for a nephew who was stopping with me. She sgreed, and so,




peinting casually to Billy, I remarked 'I think that one would do,®
But nc, it was not to be. The asszistant gave nme a this-is-where-you-
get-yours kind of smile, and advised me to try the shelves. 'Because!
said she, 'I'm afraid this book is reserved. You sse, all Frank
Richards' books have a long waiting list!"

* O * * *

INSPIRED COMMEIT

Extract from a letter from a postal member of the Club, who
incidentally, does not take the Digest, and who has not read any of
Bill Lofts' rceent articles on G, R, Sauways:-

"The mags were a most entertaining bunch - the genuine ones for
the ctories, the subs for other reasons. Ho, 424 (Magnet) is the
earliest I have seen that I feel confident can be pinned down to Sam—
ways. The fantastic situations, snatches of verse, ridiculously
opprobricus epithets bandied about even by the staff, and the odd way
in which he sinmply drops a scene after lashing it to the point when
the characters could not let it drop (c.f. Burrell's treatnent of
Zuelch) make one wonder why the editor accepted them. They were pals,
no doubt, but it is love, not friendship, that is supposed to be
blind.

Pentelow gets himself horribly involved in the 'Spring' stories,
which are a pretty good example of his hebit of dragging in characters
until his cast is about five times 23 big as necessary to carry the
story along. Why? Is it a clumsy, becsuse too-extended, use of the
C.H. atmosphere-building technique, cr is it, as sometimes appears
in the Sreyfriars Gallery, that he just hzd to be the universal lnow-
all? Anyway, he stood head and shoulders above Samways, snd most of
his stories are accepteble, if not distinguished."

*
I*lf:'lli

NOTICE TO LITEK.RY CONTRIEUTORS .ND .DVERTISERS

Owing to the C.D. now being edited in the Scuth and printed in
the North, the preparation of issues will have to be completed earlier
in the month. It will be appreciated if items are sent to reach the
Editor not later than the middle of the month, if intended for sub—
sequent issue,
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? HAVE YOU MADE SURE OF YOUR f?
C O ANNUA[ /a

G o900 o 99

This is Hcrbert Leckenby's last ANNUAL ~ a permanent monument to
one whom we remember with deep affection. You will never forggve your-
self if, in the end, you are unable to cbtain a copy.

* *

Owing to exceptional difficulties, due to Herbert's sudden death,
we are compelled to limit the number we print this year. We can only
GUARANTEE copies to those who have paid in advance, We shall endeavour
to print a few extra copies, so that we can meet possible later demands,
but the ONLY WAY to make sure of your 1959 Annual, and thus avoid dis-
appointment (unless you have already paid for it) is to send AT ONCE,
with your remittance for 12/6, to The Editor, Excelsior House, Grove
Road, Surbiten.

This is HERBERT LECKXENBY'S LAST ANNUAL - and the GREATEST CF
THEM ALL. In years to come, it may be worth as much as Magnet Number
One.

It is packed with good things, from cover to cover, with long
articles and stories by all the experts on HAMILTONIANL - SEXTON BLAKE ~
NELSON LEE, and also presenting articles on meny other famous period-
icals,

A feast of reading for the Christmas fireside.

REMEMBER, through unavoidable circumstances, the nimber of copies
this year will be very limited, Once every copy is sold, you will be
too late,

* * *
DON'T RISK DISAPPOINTMENT!

MAXE SURE OF YOUR ANNUAL NOW!

L B B O I

Dupux:atedbyYoﬁ:Duplicatu\g Services, 12a The Shambles, York,



