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Ecfitor's Cfiair 
FEAT CF ENDURIJ1CE. The .11.-mual 
was out on ti me - and looking 
back on i t now, it seems almost 
a Jioi.racle that it was . Only a 
few of us - t hose behind t he 
scenes - lmow the frant ic anxiety 
which lasted so long, and t he 
ama.lga,n of bl ood , sweat and tears 
that went into the production of 
the 1959 Annual . 

Our N!;ency had givm Nov­
ember 21st as th e ceiling date 
for cccu:ienccment of printing i f 
th e publicat i on was t o be r eady 
for Christmas . Sut it was not 
until December 10th th3t I was in 
a position to give , rathe r dub­
iously , the sigr.al to "go ahead . • 

I!mllediately , rlth astounding 
efficiency , t he Agency swung in­to action , Y.r. Cor&--Browne md his superlative s t aff wor ked through ­out that a,uioua week-end , sticking at it far into the ni eh t every night . Who sai d something about a 40-hour week? They ' ve neve r heard of it in Yorli:. Every day, a progress report cai:ie through to me, either by post or by telephone , Le.te on the Monday ni ght, l'.r . Core-
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Browne's voice , sounding more dead t han olive, came over the wires: 
"It ' s finished, T!ler e ' s only the bi.mine to do now." · 

:.. wondcrfu.1 job . ;,,. t errific f eat of endurance . Thank you , York 
Duplicating Services . 

Best of all, i t' s a >'Omerful .1.nnual . How proud of it Herbert 
would have been. 

GRE'IIBIARS CUP. Hearty congratulations to the Northern Club fo r 
winning the Cup, A sp l endid piece of news , which deli€hted us at this 
Office, In thr ee successive yea:rs, t he tr ophy has been carried of f 
by three di fferent Clu bs, sho wing how well spread over the enti re 
O.il . B.C. is th e lc'lowledge , the gift of writing, and tha kno1<-how. 

We shall hope to publish some of the various items ente red in 
th e contest in futuro issue s of this paper . 

OUR '..ONDER DOY. lihat a grand j ob Bob Uhiter made of the cover of 
our l!eraorial lfur.ibcr to Herbert! It could not hav e been bettered . 
What a worker ho is - and what a grand fell o. ! Dom through th e 
years he has bem turning out his re mark abl y fin e ske t ch&s which have 
added so much t o the prestige of the C. D. 

I find that I ila:re only to gi vc him th e merest out-lin e of what 
I want for a cover picture - and Bob is on t o it like a dog on a bone , 
In next to no tim e , it's there on my desk . We have sooo me.,rific ent 
covers on tho way . 

Loyal, unostenta ti ous , unse lfish - tha t' s Bob! 

LillK 1/ITI! AUSTRALIA. Congratulati ons t o the Merseyside Club, who 
had th e brilliant id ea of sending out cessages on a tape-recording t o 
our fri ends " do.n ur.der ." Elsewhere in this is sue , Bette Pate tells 
of the exciting time t hey had in Austra li a whm th e tape was played 
over. It ' s one up for Merseysid e , Initiative lik e this makes the 
world go round . 

FAiillllELL TO A FillE llAN, Throughout Dccember , glowing tribute s to 
Herbe rt have continuod to flow in to thi s office . I t is icpossible 
for us to print th er:i, but we t hank the wri te rs most since r e l y , tie 
thank, too, the mny scores who sent us nice mossogeo concerning Ol.ll" 

Heoorial Number t o Herbert, and we are indebted to t oo l arge number 
1<ho have sent us words of encourageioont for th e future. 
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7!2efson Lee Co&mn 
(Conduct ed by JACK \lJOD, 328 Sto ckto::, Lane, York,) 

As we begin a 
New Year , may I 
tak e t his oppor­
tunity of wishing 
all rcy read ers , 
whet her t hey be 
Nelson Lee fans or 
not , a Happy and 
Prospe rous New 
Year, coupl ed with 
the hope that th ey 
all spent a very 
Merry Chri str.ias . 

Secor.dly , I 
would l ike t o thank 

all th ose ><ho have writt en t o me since t he death of Herber t l<,ckenby , 
esp eci ally t hose who so obvi ously appreci a ted what had to go on be­
hind the scenes in ge tting th e C.D. and t he Annual out re asonably on 
time. Our new Fditor had a hard task working fr cm a dis t once , and 
I would like t o join him in expre ssing on behalf of all of us our 
wames t congratul a ti ons t o th e Duplicating A€en,cy fo r t m enonnous 
ll!llount of wark th ey put in t o ensure t hat "the show must go on .• 

And now, what of t he future? I have fel t for sor.:e ticie tha t 
the response from the majorit y of Leei t es t o th e needs of t ~.is ColUilln 
is just not good enough. My increasing r esponsi biliti es nt work make 
it more and core d iffic ult to fi nd the time I would like to devote to 
the monthly arti cles , and but f or the regular gossi p from our roving 
ccrr espomen t a t St. Frank ' s, Jim Cook, over the last fe w years , t here 
would probably have been no Col\mi at al l l ong "80 · I hope he wi ll 
cont inue his articles. 

Corr-,sponden t s of Herbert have complained of the Column being 
dull; yet no one has writt en to me saying so, off ering a..r1.y criti ci sn , 
or - wit h a few excepti ons - provid i ng eny new ideas or articl es . Jim 
Cook md I , more oft en the former , have done o= be st to try to make 
th e Colllll!l diffe rmt, and, wit hout guidance from fell ow Leeites , it 
has ... been .. an .. uphi ll ... te sk , .......................... , ................................. , .. - ..... _ ............ ,- ....... .............................. . 
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I would add , however, that most of the criticism to Herbert Se€111S 

to have come from Jl.anil tonians und Bl ake fMs, sc perhaps Leei tes, for 
whoc the Column· is intended ;,ricsrizy enyway, are satisfied . ' Our new 
F.ditor tells me, however, that he in annous to see that the Lee fens 
arc as well catered for as other socti o~.s cf the hobby, so do let me 
have plenty of copy early, in order t hat Eric Fayr.o cen plot his pages 
in good time and give us a good show. 

A short arti cle by Tony Glynn here~-it h nay set the ball rolling 
f or i.mprovecient in 1960 ; let ' s hope so , because I'm sure that Leeites 
have plenty to SS!/ on their favourite topic . 

* * * • * 
LOOKING BACK 

by 
Tony Glynn 

In too sume r of 1954, I attended a sc ience-ficti on convention 
held at the Grosven or Hotel, !!a.'lchester. In addition t o i,aey science-­
f iction fans gathered there, the occasion was graced by a. m,mber of 
authors cf 9Cie:nce-fiction novels ar.d s toriies. .A:.oong thee was a Ma.n­
cbestor born auth or, !Ir. John Russell Fearn . 

For ta'lY years, itr. Fearn has turned out first class science­
ficti on and western stories um.er his O\.n naoo and under cw:ny 
pseudonym 3, 

In tho course of the convention , several well-kncm wri ters of 
scie:1Co-fiction - including Mr, Fearn - were gathered togethe r on the 
pl atf on:: for the e:q,ress puxpose of answering questions put to the m by 
th e audie:ice . lihm t he question. •w o is your favourite author" was 
posed, l!r. Fearn stood up and said that, when it ca,;ie to Authors who 
specialised in juveni l e writing, he plumped for F.dwy Sear l es Brooks. 
Froc th e body of the hal l, I cried: "Hear , hear !" 

Later, when I increased ey collection of "N .L.Ls" I discovered why 
Mr. Fearn has been so full of praise for t he author of the St . Frank's 
stories - end t hose of yoo. "'10 have No. 126 (lie-~ Series) a::ione yoo.r 
collections will also see why by 1>.>rning to page 36. This is the page 
containing the "Between Ourselves" feature. There, oppcsite the photo 
of E. S. Brooks, you will see t he photo of a ycung r..an .ho was later to 
become a successful ruthor and um.er it you may read tho nace - John 
Fearn! 

That was back in 1928 , ·•hich brings to ce a qt.estion that has bem 
on r:ry mind for some ti.:>e. What has happened to those dozens of N.L.L. 
read.ere libo wrote to E. s. Brooks so regularl y and wose names were 
alv S!fS cropping .. up in the _"Batvoon .. Ourselves" .• columns? ...... - ............. _._ ........... _. 



- - -------·-------·-- 7 ______ ....... -- .- ·- ····-...................................... . From the 1928 and 1929 period , for instanoe, there were Stanley Cubin, Reg. T. Staples, Jmoes ll . Cook, Joan M. l!e:iring (of cy home 
city of l·:anchester) ; Rosina Carini, of Thorpe Bay, .n o revealed that she was en !talion a.'>d proi:,pted E. S . Brooks into deciding not to in ­troduce an I talion villain in t o his stories ; Toe Bryan , who nppeared on the "Between Ourselves" P88e wearing o bowler and a butterfly 
collar , and tW!Y, raony mor e . I realise that 1928 and ' 29 ore thi rt y years a.'ld a whole great var avay and cany things r.rust have happened to the faithful readers of those days since th ei r names appeared in the 11 . L. L., but those who survive would probab ly enjo y ent ering in t o the activities of the "Nels on Lee Colucn " in the C.D. I ""ndo r if t his will be seen by my of tha:i, 

By the way, ll:lwy Searles Brooks t1U.St ha·,e been the most obliging of all the boys ' writers of the A.mnlga.,mted Pre ss . Readers were al ways writing in to sey they were fa need of beck number s . In Now Series 147 of the "Old Paper " - dated Februa ry 23rd, 1929 - Brooks listed no l ess than eigh t DU!:lbers which ho was seeking himself because he h,,A been too flCilerous in supplying read ers at the expense of hi:i own co ll ectio n! 
(What a pity E. S . B. doesn ' t want to talk t.'1ese days about his early writi%,s , - J . P . W.) 

**********************••··········· 
1/A:lTED! WA1,Ttl>! WAJITEJ>! ! ! Chuns Annual 1913 to complete collection . Al so Nelson Lees (Old Series , St. Frank ' s ooly}. WANTED also l!uegets 3d. St . Frank ' s . Also S .O. L. St . Frank ' s , also wanted collection of S. O. L. Rookwood stories . Please write with prices t o : 
JO~I l·~ G1!1'11, .. -~_E Q~ _S -~ -H~!L ,2!:l-~-!..D~~IRE . 
WA.~TEJ>: Sexton Blake Librazy - 1st series: 11, 17, 37 , 41, 105, 109 , 111, 198, 201, 219. 2nd Series : 293 , 296, 306, 422 , 474, 495, 520 , 667. Boy' s Friend Library - 1st series : 10 , 68 , 102 , 105, 1<17, 165, 229, 246 , 669. 2nd series : 396 . Union Jack 689 , 690 , 691, 693 , 695 , 102 , 103 , 704, 121 , 111, 125 , m , 732 , 733, 736 , 140 , 743, 746 , 749 , 75 1, 752, 1C41. 1064 . 1()93, 138e , 1390. 
Mrs . .. J . .. PAClO·Wl_.. 27 ___ JJ!CHD.l.LZ_ROtJJ, ____ El.s'i' __ !OLWIC'ii,. LONDW,_ s .w.22 . ............... .. 
~ : THE SQIOOL FRffiiD. Issues dated 1919 - 1929, 7/6 per copy . 'IRE SOIOO!.CIRL. Issues dated 1932 , 5/- per copy. Full details to: MR. _N._ LlliFCRD, __ c/o . STEPIIDI GLOVER __ &_co. , IllTOIIN, I/Al.SALL. ___ _ 
~ : Sexton Blake ' s , Detective 1/eeklies and Thrillers . 
R. curer, 5 &'.LE[GH GARDENS, LONDON, s. w. 2 . 
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAII 
27 Arctd ale Road, East Duldc h, London, S.E. 22. 

I hope all my readers 
had an enjoyable Chrisbnas 
and that those of you who 
had time to read the 
Sexton Blake Circle fea­
ture in the C.D. Annual 
found it to your ea tis­
faction • 

.And now for something 
which will ple 98e you al l. 
I em happy to announce 
another "scoop", one of 
ruch a nature 98 to beat 
anything that has yet 
appeared in the pages of 
Blaldsna. You will un­
doubtedly gues s who has a 

D; h YlEW hand in tbis, the opening r.!ng m t e 1l part of which will appear 
next month, but until then 
I will keep you guessing 
98 to the enlightening 
rev ela t ion s . 

Finally, I extend evcey good wish t o you all for a Happy, Healthy 
and Prosperous New Year - particularly t o Eric Feyne to lbom we owe so 
much for the continuance of t he m,,gazine, and to Mr. Gor&-Browne of the 
Agmcy, vi thout whose c<>-<lperation and perso nal. help during the chaotic 
period :imedia t ely f ollowi ng the death of Herbert Leckenby, the contin -
uity of the C.D. would have been doubtful . JCSI E PA<XMAN 

INSTAIJIENT TEN 

* • • • • 
CFll'!URY-IWCIBS 

(And a fe·, other inter es ting statistics) 
By WALTER WEBB 

A VETIB!.'l 'S FARlllELL 
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What a pleasant duty i t is to r each the year 1 928 and be able to introduce an author who is not only still with us at the time or 

writing - 31 years later - but is still contributing Sext on Blake 
stories. Born in 1904 , in Poona , India , the 24 year old (73) REX RARDlllGE vrote his fi r st Blake story in South Africa whilst living 
and w r king on m orange estate in the Transvaal , end what a re­freshingly original novel t hat turned out to be . It started the 
author on a long caree r of Blake contributions and earned him well ­
mer i ted popularity , md there is no disputing the f act that when he took over Lobangu and "Spots " Losely for a t:iJne the stories he wrote 
of those fine charocters far eclipsed anything Cecil Hayter had done pr eviously . 

Just after Rex !!ardinge ' s debut in January that recarkable 
veteran , ~I. Murrey Gr aydon , had his hundredth S. B.L. novel published 
and so beco:ne the first author to accomplish the "double " - namely 100 stories of Blake in both the U.J . and S. B. L. A fine achievement , which at tilot tic,e looked as tho\JGh it i.-ould never be equalled , for no othor 
author had oven reached the filty mark where the Library was co~.ce:rned; Allan illai r being the nearest with 46 , but he was not in the running for the double since his U.J . stories were so very fe~ and destined 
not to be il:!proved upon ; whilst Teed with 35 had still a very long 
"Sci to go to be even considered as a possible let alone a probabl!' candidate for that honour . 

The IWld of the year was noteworthy by reason of the fact that 
Greydon saw his 250th story published , whilst a new nane - th at of 
Gwyn Evans - vas to be seen in tho record table fo r the fir st tioe by reason of the sccomplish!r.en~ of 50sto r ies , rostly for the U. J . Prin cipal records up to this time are as follows : 

W. Hurrsf Graydon (250); G. H. Teed (210) ; Marie Osborne and 
Robert Murrey \82) ; E. S. Brooks (67) ; Gilbert Chester (66) ; Allen Bl ai r (65) ; Anthony Skene (57); Lewis Jackson (56) ; Gwrn Evans (50) . Quito a distinguished debutante was next on the lis t, fo r Mey 
1929 saw the first published Blake sto r y by a retired Indian Army 
oJ:fice r, who, at the age of 33 , was still a comparat ively young man. (74) MAJCR Rl,l;I!fAI.O FRA!IK FC6Tm wes born 13th April , 1896 in Ports­
mouth, contributed to a wide range of adult ard juvenile publications , and , having seen war service out East, wrote fluently on subjects 
appertaining t o some of the countries which made up that section of th e globe . Walking, philosophy and gardening were his principal forms 
of recreation , which , to a certain extent , had to be sac r ificed when ciuring the nat ional c r isis of 1939-45 he returned t o the f1rll1Y. In 
December, 1941, after sustaining an injury , he was posted to the 
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Queen's Royal Regiment, being invalided out of the a.my exactly t hree 
years later . He wrote hia autobiography in 1938. 

The only other newcomers during 1929 were (75) WIL.lifilII Tlill'lEI.I.I:: 
who, as far as i s know, only contributed a single Blake story , snd 
that well - knmm lecturer and 100rld-trsveller (76) WI1.LUM EDVARD STAJITON­
HOPE. Born in 1889 , in London, Stanton - Hope joined ti.. llanosworths in 
1904, snd was with the !.P. from 1913 to 1925, so it is possible that 
he contributed in the earlier anoeymous days , in which case be would 
have been anti tled to an earlie r introduction, of course . Travell ing 
all.. over the vorld, he recorded hie adveitures in e trave l- autobiogra ­
phy published in London and Nev York enti. tled "Rolling Round the World 
for Fun,• Dtn-ing the las t war he did a great deal of naval features 
work for th e London "Evening News" am. was also afloat nth the Royal 
Navy on behalf of his old frisnd Si r John Hanmerton fo r whose wartime 
and other fortnightly publications he wrote exte~.sively. An earlier 
work, "Richer Dust ," a novel on the Gallipoli campru.gn was publicly 
cam:nended by Winston Churchill. 

The years 1930 snd 1931 are tinged with a little sadness , for 
two well-known personalities of the A.P. departed at tti is period. In 
the former case it was due to a f eeling that the tim had COllll to give 
the wr1 ting game best and enjoy the remaining few years l eft to hiJll in 
ea,;e and relaxation; in the seoonl case the going was of a more 
definite nature; 

In 1930 , ,men the Sextai Blake stories were credited with tileir 
author.! •- !lBll>lS for the first time - a policy which hBa been adhered to 
ever since - William Murray Graydon, after a l ong and ..,ritorious career 
confined almost entire]J' to the writing of Sert.on Blake stories alone, 
gave up ttie ghost , and wi tlrlrev unobtrusively into well-deserved re­
tirement . 1904 - 1930 was the period of service Graydon ga,,e, and as 
one of t he principal members of the "revival• series in tile early 
1900' s he can claim a large s hare of the credi t for t he growing popul ­
arity of the detective from those early da,ys. An editor who Jmew 
Graydon up to his retirement recollects tilat the old chap V8S beginning 
to show visible signs of the long years he had spent over a typewrit er, 
for ascerbi ty snd taci tumi ty wer e trsi ts which revealed themselve s vi th 
increasing frequency as departed inspiration, advanced years em waning 
enthusiasm collaborated to result in a decision which , though regret­
table in view of hiB long association with Serlon Blake, was a wise aie , 
for th e veteran V8S all too obviousfy past his best and not reli!lling 
in tbe l99Bt the rapid changes in writing technique which had occurred 
since his drafting into the authorship of tre Blake s t ories sane 26 
years previously. Sin ce be .had taken the lead from SluDr Ree in tile 
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winter of 1906, Murray Graydon had hung on t o it right up t o his 
retir ement 24 years later - an outstanding ach i avement in vi ew of the 
s trong chall ell80 of G. H. Teed, whose re morseless advance seemed to 
sugges t ttia t he was det ennined t hat his ri val should not rav e the 
monopoly whore per sonal records were concerned . ! t t he time of his 
departure Hur ray Graydon ' s total of Blake s tori es stood a t a mininnD 
of 260; but with Teed only 22 behim i t l ooked as though t hat figure 
would be eas ily beaten within the next few mont hs , t hough the latte r 
was l ikely to find th e t ask of achieving t he "double" a much more 
difficu l t one . At the end of 1930 he sti ll had to writ e 41 more 
S.B. Ls , a t ask he would probab ly find beyond him , despite his extra ­
ordina ry output . 

'ilhat happened to II. Murray Gr aydon eventually? He i s dead now 
of course, not being immortal ; but how and when t he end came is some­
thing I should very much lik e to know in vie w of ·,hat he did for the 
benefit of our pere nnial and popular character . It is claimed that 
he outlived his son Robert , so he must still have been ali ve in 1940 , 
at which ti me hi s age would have been well into the 80' s ; as a matte r 
of fact , it i.s known th at on hi s reti r erent he went to Paris t o live 
but when war br oke out in 1939 he returned t o London and his old 
hunting gr ounds , being seen in Fleet Stre e t in 1940 by a fellow 
scribe . In view of th e almost comple te dearth of information con­
cerning his journalistic ac tiviti es , thi s quito inadequa t e recogniti on 
of his valuable support in the interests of Sexton Bl ake is al l one 
can pay the vet er an , th ough one will always r E<Dember him as t he aut hor 
who fir st in tro duced Mrs. Bardell and Pedro int o the stories. But, 
l ooking up cy reco rd s agai n , I fi nd th erein quit e a Wa1'll t ribute from 
an edito r who knew and met Greydcn frequ ent ly . He r emarks : "Gr aydon , . 
a very cheery, likeab l e fellow and a terrific worker . Not a great or 
sO\llld craftsman, but turn ed out many readab le s t ories . Definite ly 
not a "tripe" merchant as were some of the "bes t sellers . "" The st~ 
in the tail prompts the query: Who " "re t hese bes t se ll ers the editor 
had in mind? 

llew writers cant i nl.W3d to be enro ll ed for sto ri es in both U.J. 
md S.B.L , in 1930 . In March, sol:leone of the Ill!llle of (77) D!l/US 
made a ·first appearance in the S.B. L. - l:.e my have been EDI/ARD C. 
D!1IES, who wrote for CHUMS - and t hen, in June, (78 ) LOUIS CHARLES 
DOUTHWAITE <nte red t he r ank>!. J. Yorl<shireman by birth, he was born 
in Hull , he early in life se t cff for t he North of Canada where he 
prospected for gold in til e Hudson Bay ar ea . He j oined up in October 
1914, and was fi ghting in Belgium and ,'ranee t hroughou t 1916 am 1917 
.with }he ... Canedian .. cont ingent . .... ! han doome .. and .. d.ist in guished -l ook:w{: __ _ 
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man, he waa destined to write but very few Blake novels. 

In the sane month , also in the S. B. L. (79) ROBffi'J' C. ELLIOTT 
made his fi.rst and only appearance . Sept<mber saw anothe r "hit and 
run" author (80) LEWIS ESSEX, and he was followed immediate ly by (81) 
FJWICIS V!J\WIQC, son of th e well -known novelis t Sidney lfar,,ick , "1ose 
earli est work appeared in t he ~- U.J . between 1898 - 1902 during 
which time he contri buted about a dozen sto ri es . The sixth and last 
newcomer to emerge int o tl:e ranks tha t years was (82) DAVID MAC LOIRE 
of whose antecedmts nothing is known. He was des tined t o write only 
fo ur Blako novels. 

The end of th e year saw the total s of th e l eading authors as 
follows : W. Murra,y Graydon (260): G. H. Teed (238); Robert Murr~ 
(94); Mark Osborne (85); Gilb ert Chester (83) ; Anth ony Skene (82); 
Allan Blair (77); E. S. Brook!> (74); Gwyn Evans (71); Coutt s Bris ­
bane (61); Lewis J ackoon (56) . 

As will be se en, the nane of Coutt s Brisb ane onters th e records 
f or t he first time, the re ward of nine years ' endeavour in th e cause 
of Sexton Blake . And th at other well-kno sn personality to whom 
reference was ma.de ear li er on? Well , t..'lis must be held over until the 
f ollowing episode . 

* * * * * 
QUAI!IT UTTratu"ICES FRC1'! THE MA,"! AT 'lHE llREEL 

By Victor Colby 

Herewith a:re oome of the interesting r emarks made by "The 
Skippe r" to his readers in the early Id . "Union Jack ' s " in 1904, which, 
although reading quaintl y today , di d at l eas t promot e a nice intimate 
atmosphere . 

KNOCK-KNEES (U.J. No. 6): 
J. J. i s di stressed because his legs are not quite straight , and 

asks me for a remedy for bock -knees . If the trouble is very pro­
nounced, I am afraid a surgical oper a ti on would be necess ary . If, 
however , the legs are only sligh tly crooked , the following may effe ct 
a cure:- When going to bed take a thin book , ro ll it round with 
flannel and place it between t he knees, binding th e knees tightly ro\ll'ld 
with a cloth . Bini th e ankles al so . This will forc e t he knees outward 
and gradually straigh ten the le gs. 

HE WANTS A MOUSTACHE (U.J . !lo. 6): 
L.O.P . t ells me t hat al t hough he has rea ched th e mature ege of 

twenty , so f a r fw siSJlS of hirsute gro wth have made their appearanc e 
on his lip . Because of the absence of a mous tach e he is often mistaken 

><e•- M--··~ ·- ·N,,.,,_, _ ,.,_,.,. .. ..,_,. __ ,.,,.,,._ O,N-OH•- ·-- ~···-- •• .......... __ _ ___ ,_,. ___ ,,,,_ .. N __ _ _ ,_NN•• 
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· growth of a moustac he? My correspom.m t might try rub bing the follow ­

ing loti on on his upper lip and watch the result :- Tincture of 
Centhar ides , two drachns; sal volatile , four drac hma; expr ess ed o il 
of mace , three dra~ ; oil of swee t almonds, one ounce ; rosewater 
to six ounces . 

Then fo ll owed advice on maJd.r'8 invi sible ink , keeping ra bbi t s , 
ge tting up early , j oining the anny, and t hen , in U. J . :lo , 29 , the 
pro ble m of blushing . 

A GCOD BLIJSlil!iG !-ITXTURE: 
l!y advice to those who ruff e r from th e painful hllbi t of 

blushing is to t ake plenty of fresh a ir and exercise and not t o s hun 
the soci ety of other people . If th e ner-,e s sre weak, iron tonic s will 
help . Ten grains of quinine , two drschms of phospho ric acid dilut ed 
in si x ounce s of wat er !Ollkes a good nezve t auc and bl ushing mixture. 
Any cler.ii s t will make up this pre scrip t i on for 4d . 
'!TIE ROAD 'IO SUCCESS (U. J . No. 38): 

Boys , r:zy advice t o you is - have a defini t e aim in lif e , work 
hard , don' t shirk any duty . If at firs t you don' t succ eed , tr, again. 
Keep yoird efini te object always in view , aim hi~, , '!Ork 'llhen you work, 
snd play when you play , md when - yes , I will say it - and w en you 
want a ni ce quie t rest and a littl e recreation after a hard day ' s 
work r ead THE UNION .I1CK, 

(I wonder hw many rea dera fo ll owed t i., advice of The Skippe r and 
profited (?) thereby? J . P. ) 

* ** * ****** * 
S.B. L, RE"IIE"11S 
1;ovt1,BER1 1959 

KILLER' S PIJ.YGROUlID (No, 439) . ............ .EDWIN ll/JlRIOON 
Sexton Bl ake , Paula Dane and Spl ash Kirby in Cannes at t he time 

of th e opening of the now femous Film Fes tival . l scintillating back­
grmm:l. agains t which one would naturally expect a s t ory a little out 
of the ordinary , Yet, I suppose , t ha t i s true in th i s case, but in 
the sense haroly compl imentary to ei ther author or publi s hers , f or , 
without doubt , due t o it s s l othof movement , and i t s resul tant dull­
ness, thi s is one of the best s le ep-induc ing novels yat prod uc«l in tha 
New Order . 



.................. _ ........ , .. ,- ... ,,-·-···· .... , .......... _ ...... ......... 14 .............................................................................................. .. 
Winding up a few days' holiday in the Riviera town, Blake and 

Paula , leaving a cafe late one night , see a young Italian murdered by 
two men. The story simply describes Bl ake ' s activit i es when he sets 
abou t the t ask of hounding down the murderers, and it's not enough to 
inspinl interest l e t alone maintain it . Edwin Harrison has done and 
can do much better t han this . 

Rating .. .. ............ Moder at e .. .. .. 
FEAR IS HY SH!J)CM (!10, 440) .MARI'IN 'l'HOHAS 

In the author ' s previous novel Sexton Blake caught a tiger. It's 
the tum of its mte to share a similar fate in this one . Having been 
assigned to writ e an a rti cle on the new revue at the Mirage Music Hall 
for his Round and Abollt -Column in the "Daily Post ," Splash Kirby induce s 
a reluctant Blake to accompany him to the show in which the major 
attraction is La Vivienne , a glamorous perfome r of the strip busines s , 
who expos es her shap ely contour s twice nightly in a series of undraped 
poses. The mysteri ous murder of Jim:,y GZ'SY, the r eDident comedian , 
brin89 our old fri end from the yard , Chief Inspector Coutts , on the 
scene , and old lOO!llOri es are sharpened when he am Blake co-operate to 
0%p0Se the kil l er. 

As in his five previous novels, the BUth or succe ssfully creates 
an atmosphere of cooviction and reader s will thrill t o his description 
of Blak e • s summ:ing--up of the whole affair . In Blake circ l es there • s 
anot her name fo r consistency - it ' s Thomas. 

Rating Very Good 
WALTER WEBB. 

********* * ************************ * 
OPINIONS PLEASE! . No. 2 

E1UNK LAY writ e s : " •••• P. G. llodehouse ' s schoo l s tories are only just 
about readable today •••• • 

Have you any views on the above opinioo? If you have , jot thE!ll 
down, keeping them short and snappy, and post to th e Editor • .. . .. 

~ 
The bran ches of the O. B.B.C. (including Australia) sen t tele ­

grams of good wi <iles to Bil ly Bunter and Co. on the opening day of too 
show at the . . Vic tori a . Palace• ··-- ............ - . ..... - ....... - ............. , __ , ___ .. _ ................. _ .............. .. 
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HAM l L TON IANA 
THE REV. HARRY WlllJlTON 

John Stokes of Dublin sends 
us a cutting from a religious 
newspaper , published in Irelard . 
It announces a Protestan t Crusade 
led by the Rev. llnrry Whar ton . 
The headqua rt ers of the movement 
are in Richmond Road, Kingstor>­
on-Thames . 

J ohn says in his letter: "We 
though t you would be interested 
to know what became of Harry 
\/hartcn . We al ways th olJ8ht tha t 
be vould j oin H.H. ' • arey , didn ' t 
we?" 

ECHO moo AFAR 
Lady Archet--sh ee died rec"'1tly in New York . Her husband was the 

old er broth er of George J.rcheZ--:,"lloe , t he Osborne cade t Yl'0"8ly dis­
missed from the naval college on an accusaticn that be s tol e a 5/­
pos tal.--order . In 1900 th e boy ' s fathe r instructed Sir .&iward Carsen 
to proceed agains t t he Admiralty to cl ear Gecrge ' s name. Despite 
off icial apathy and obstruc tion , this was achieved . It was a case 
that aroused the nation . 

Terence Ratti8nn t ook th e story and made it into '!'he llins low 
Boy , but of ,:treate r interest to us ia tha t Frank Richard s based a fins 
stox-.r en th e affair , in a Red Cover !flSg!let ; in tha t story , Bob Cherry 
was accu sed of th e theft, and Majo r Cherry fought for his son ' s honour . 

"BILLY BUNT:ll FLIES FJ.S'l'" 

The most s triking feature of the new Billy Bunter play at the 
Victoria Palace is how well it is acted. Ployers , in a production of 
thi s type , could so easily spoil it by ove~acting . Neither apathy 
nor owr-ecti"8 are allowed tomar their fearsome heads in "Billy 
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11HDber of the cast gots his te eth into his part, and all give sterlil'lg 
performances. The teem-work is grand to see , 

Gerald C!lllpion, as alw.., a , is the perfect Bunte r . His perfo:mance 
iS amazing. John Dooming and Alastair Speed , as Harry Vhsrton am Bob 
Cherry respectively, st rike one at first as hail.ing from th e Sixth 
fo m , but SO· well do they enter into the sp ll'i t of the thing that the 
Fmous Five rapidly come to life as a bunch of ~h -spiri ted school­
boys. 

Michael Anthocy and Aida'l Tumor , es tile crooks of t he piece , are 
fine , acting with coen:iendable restraint yet convincing villainy. Tboy 
do not put a foot WTOng. 

Tho story iS slig ht, but the interest i s sustained till th e · 
f'illal curtain, The humorous si tuati ons are slick and well OOl}trived , 
and they follow one another with a srootlmoss which is obviously the 
result of hard reh esrsw.. Particularly well done is the sequence where 
Bunter drinks th e spirit intended for the stove , am causes brilliant 
pantomime-like 6%J>loaions all aver the stage. 

The Yicto ria Palace is a large theatre , but t.,e diction of the 
players is so good thst they can be heard, w:i trout exception, from 
every seat in th e house . Perhaps it is ap t to sey that the Gem line 
of the pi.., is when Bob Cherry vie-.m t!-e {liant idol, and ee.:,s: "It's 
as ugly as Harries ' bulldog at St . Jim's." 

The only poin t that made this critic click his tongue at the 
opening parfomanco wos 1hat Hurree Singh wore e. turban at schoo l, and 
later on wore it in coojlmction wi til his pyj811l8B. Even this may sul:>­
sequen tly have been put into line . 

Obviously aimed at the younger element, which i s right and prope r 
at this seaso n of th e year, "Billy Bunter ?lies F.ast• is a deliglltf'ul 
entertaiD1tent for the young at heart from eight to eighty . The leerillg 
idol might start l e those over eighty, though they would sti ll be 
delighted wi 1h Billy Bunter •• gastronomic performnce . 

A full report of the visit of the Lorden Club in force on 2nd 
January, will appear in our next issue . 

• • * • • 
DO YOU !IDID4llm? BY RCX:ffi N. JEllKOO 

!lo. 34 - lla@et No. 789 - "Bill y ilunter ' s Boat-Ra ce Party." 
Charles l!sniltm did not often write a sto ry with a topical 

interest . It is 12'ue that some of the esrlier Gems and Magnets contained 
references to th e Coronation of 1911 am desc riptions of trips to 
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Exhibitions , but as a rule such engrossing items of the moment were 
excluded . It was just as well that this should have been, for topical 
stories rapidly lose their interest; Sunday' s roast meat is not so 
interesting when it is Monday' s cold joint or Tuesday ' s hash. Collect­
ors can feel grateful that so many of th o St. Jim's and Greyfriars 
stories eschewed topicality and dealt instead with human nature , a 
topic of more mdlll"ing interest . Jievertheless, it is said that it is 
the exception that proves the rule , ard any Magnet collector will be 
wil ling tc make an exception in favour of No. 789 of that paper . 

Billy Bunter's boat-race party began in the usual wey, with 
swank . In order to add verisimilitude to his boasts he made a spoof 
~le phone call, to which he knev Skinner was lis toning. Whilst Skinner 
was suspicious, ho was also gullible, and did not think that Bunter had sufficient cunning to hoodwink him. Moreover, be remembered ha,r Mr. 
Bunter had ooce made some money en the Steck Exchange, and fi vers had 
flowed like wate r fo r a bri ef time . (This episode was often alluded to in the early 'tw enties , but th e only story I can trace is th e one 
specially vrittm for the 1925 HolidSf !nnual, preSUIDllbly afte r 1he 
date WEil Magnet No. 789 was llritten.) lnoth er spoof telephone aall to the Bead completed Bunter's preparations , and the trap was sot . 
There was no shortage of victims. 

'!'ho trip proved to be a se rie s of disappointments. The expected 
car could not be sent fran Bunter Court, and it proved necessar,y to 
travel by train ( soiooone else paying for Bunter) . There was no car 
at the London tenninus am so ts.ricabs vere engaged t o take them to 
tbe Bunter mansion on the Tba!!,,,s (Mr. Bunter to pay on arrival) • The 
Bunter mansion could not be located, strangely enough , and the cab 
driver beg,,n to grow positively unplea.sant as they toured Pu1ney am 
Mortlake in search of a non-existent address. F1nall;y , the inevitable 
sto m broke. 

\Ibo won the 1923 boat-race? Not unnaturally that information is 
not given in lfBenet No. 789, ,chich went to pres s sane weeks in advance 
of that epic event . But t o satisfy t he curious I have had recouree to 
Pears' J;hcyclopaedia, and the ansver is - Oxford. It was msny years 
before the"J were able to repeat th eir triumph; perhaps it voa because 
they missed tho encouroging shouts of the Greyfriars juniors who had 
been so vociferous in "Billy Bunter' a Boat-Race Party .• 

• • • • • 
RESULT OF QIJIZZLE NO. 13. Solution to Clue Down: "Chrie1mas Dinner" 
Hidden words: "Snow was falling over linyland !foor. " First correct 
solution was rocoivcd from Eric Lawrence , 10 Clarence Avenue , Sunbury-
on-Thames , ... to whom .. 5/ .. , has .. been ... •en t ................. _ .. _, _ _. ..................... - .. ....... -,.- .. --
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LEI" S BE (X)NTROVIBSUL 

(In this ser i es, Eric Fa.yne touch es on certain matters of in t eres t to 
stu1ents of the Hamil ton papers. He gi ves bi s m,n vi ews supe rf icial ly. 
If you will write to him, expr ess ing your opinions on the topics he 
di sousses , he will summarise readers ' view s in a future issue ) .. 

No. 34. STRAWS IN THE 11IlID. 

Is it possibl e , from e.n author ' s work, to arrive at a conclus ion 
concerning his attitude to l i fe , his beliefs , his ideals, his opinions 
on world affa i rs? Certainly it is not , from ·one work only . I was told 
once t hnt Sutt on Vane, the ru thor of t hat mos t benutiful play "Outward 
Bound " was an atheis t. I f it is true , it shows plainl y t hat a mnn can 
write with his tongue in his cheek . 

If we did no t know so much about Bernard Shaw, it would not be 
all tbnt easy t o pi.."lpoint his beli efs with any c ertainty. In hi s pl ays 
he esks such quest i ons as (a) l s char acter made by hered i ty or by 
envirorunent? (b) I s a religious body j ustii" ied in accepting, for ihe 
furtheranc e of it s good works , money made from dubi ous sources? (c) 
If only one person can be cured of a despe rate disease , which sh ould 
be sav ed? - a di sso lute artist who pain t s most beautiful pictures , or 
an in e ff ic i ent general practitioner who i s kind md geed? Shaw nsks 
many more quest i ons of this typ e , but he doe s not show hi s own opinion 
as to what t he :,nswers should be . 

aut :i pl aywright, whose use of words is limited, is in a different 
cntegcry from the s tory-writer, who when he wri tes mill ions of words , 
cannot help but giv e us a glimpse into hi s own soul. 

In the work of Char les Hamilton , what emerges the most vividly 
is his int ense pride in being British . Was that why, a f ew years :,.go, 
a pompous reviewer in a daily Jl).pe r referr ed t o "Frank Richards ' old­
fnshioned sc-hool sto r ies "? If so , thank God t he re nre n few old ­
f nshioned people le ft to give a bit of backbone to the country in th ese 
cyni cal , X-eertificate days. 

No one could doubt Mr. Hamilton ' s loyalty end aff ect i on for the 
Crown, hi s deep r espect wxi l ove for yesterday ' s Empire and tpday ' s 
Commonwealth, his be li ef in geed breeding . .And, though t he s tories 
haw never preac hed , th eir ~ moral tone has been a sure pointe r to 
th e hnrd re li gious cor e which t he writer possesses . 

Do you rec a ll these hiiarious gems, which ti ckl ed us to dea th in 
t he ilollywood se ri es? Coker , spooking of the United States, se i d: · 
"I've heard of Independence Day. You f ell ows may hardly beli eve it, 
but t he Americans ce l ebrate th e dcy th ey wer e bunked out of t he British 
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El:rpiro. I could understand its boing celebrnted on ibis aide ; but 
cel ebrating it over th ere boo.ts me. " 

And th en, s till with Coker : "'l'!ley'ren Republic , and proud of it -
l ike a man being proud of a blllck eye or a brokon nose." 

The voice was the voice of Coker, but the word s were the wrda af 
Frank Richards . 

Do you recember ~lr. Vernan-Smi th , talking t o tre boys in t hat 
1927 Sout h Seas se r ies? Ho said: "Nine people in ten don't know that 
t oo rubbe r plontations would never have existed nt all , but for British 
c.'lterprisc ••.• British ente rpri se did it , but forgo t to talk about it , 
If th e Amcricons bad dono it , th oy would be t olling th e world at tro 
top of their voices ••••• What was AJoorican push-and-go doing, ..-bile 
Bri ti sh ent erprise WM getting to wotk?" 

Aooricons were never shown to much odventaee in any of th e 
Hc.oilton s t ories. The ch3rncter and antic s of Fishe r T. Fi.sh ar,, too 
veil known f or mo t o need to dwell on thee hers . Tho Hollywood seri es , 
which I mv o nlweys found a delight, was 11 gigontic chuckle nt t he 
expense of th e Stetcs. Yenrs later , Putn= Vn."l Duck wns ll reasonab ly 
att r ac ti ve youngster, but the whole ser ies vas a til t at t he American 
W8¥ of life. 

The Hol.ly,,ood series was a joy , because it wss so packed with 
cleve r irony and delicious humour; the Van Duck seri es misfi red be­
cause it was too full of sl aps ti ck and farce. 

A decent American ci tiz<11 appeared in th e Black Box series in th e 
Geo' s last autumn, but be vas a rarity in llamiltonia . 

~ peens vere seldOlll pr esen ted in a very attractive ligh t . In 
the early Hae,,et, Ionides, the Greek , vas effeminate and vicious ; in 
the l at er Mognet, Kazil elos , t he Greek , pursued the path of villainy . 
Kern Guntan, of Cedar Creek , was a ra scally Swiss , end bs vns not th e 
only • ra sca lly Swiss"' dolCl the years . The Dutch sen t us Mr. Brander 
and Otto Van Tranp , and I can recall no Dutchcan in the sto ri es vho 
refl ected credi t on his nat ive land . Spaniards were invariably 
treach erous , the Gennans vere ra t her a sorry lot , the Portuguese wore 
a mixed bag . Frenchman wore sel dom villnins , but they were usuallY 
objects of fun . 

We find the people of t he Far East depicted far I>Oro sympathet­
ically . True , that part of the wrld provided i t s cut-throats am 
scoundrels , but there were IIBilY delightful characters from China . 

Coloured peopl e show up happilY in th e Hamil ton story , but not 
half-c astes . Perhaps one could inf er tr.at Mr. Richards would have no 
patience at all with anything so s tupid as th e colour bar , but would 
be doubtf'ul of the wisdom of mixed marriairns, 
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Col onials , as they used to be called , were in variably s.,lendid 

characters , Though, with the t'ossible excep t ion of Wildrake land , of 
course, exceptil".g llurree Sillgh) , they never starred in the most out­
standillg series, they were the cream of the earth . 

Finally , wealth did not make a B9nt l e11181l, but good breeding did . 
On t he one side we hed Gussy and Lord Mauleverer, two of the most 
lovab l e characte r s ever created - wealthy , but gentleoon in th e true 
sense of tho world . On tti e other side , Racke , reeking wit h money, but 
ut te rly unpl easan t , and the vnrious tanporary upstarts of the middle 
years who were equally loathesome , for anothe r r eason . 

As we can safe l y assume that no man has written for ovor fifty 
years with his tongue in his cheek , I feel sure tha t we can gl ean many 
facts about Charles Hamilton himself in his f inest stories . 

It ' s j ust my point of view. What' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CON'mOVERSIAL :OCHOES 

No. 32 . THE GEll, THE MAGNET - and the SCliOOL STCRY CLASSICS. 

BASIL AJ)AM writes: "Li.1-:e you , I thought that 'Tom Brown• s Schooldeys ' 
was a OJUCh over-rated school story , yet I quite enjoyed t he much 
maligned ' Eric ' and ' St. Winifred ' s' by Dean Farrar . H. A. Vachell ' s 
' The Hill ' was ra t her a favourite of mine , too . 

I do not think the age of the stiff-covered schoo l story will 
ever return , in spite of the Bunter books. No modem boy , ruading the 
Bunter books , can have any idea of the strength and power of Frank 
Ric!\aros ' writing as shown in t ha 1925 Rebel series and in the Stacey 
series . Stiff-covered schoo l stori es simply cannot compete wit h Frank 
Richards ' school aeries :in t he t~t . He is supreme. I run afra i d I 
must disagree with Nr. Samways on this point." 

GEOFFREY WILDE writes: "The greatest difficulty of all in th e idea of 
Greyfriars mid St . Jim's in stiff covers is their lengt h and scope . 
Much of Charl es Hamil ton I s best coul d only be reprinted in some sort 
of bumpeI'-annual format. But would it be impossib l e to conceive a 
start with some of th e fines t of th e short 2 or 4 issue se r ies? Sev­
eral Ma,gnet Cbr istl!'.asses nrust come immediately to mind, such Bunterisms 
as the hundred -pound boate r, or Quelchy 1s watch-chain, and the Gem' s 
Mysterious X or the mystery of !lobody' s Study . 

As the ideal l!Ddium for such projected reprints , I fin d a,y mind 
turning , in a sort of rosy trance , t o the firs t, best , and most vi rile 
and enterprisillg of all the reprint organisations - Pooguin Books . 
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We' ve bad th e Penguin Shakespeare , Shaw, Hor.er and Dostoevsky ; the 
Penguin Jeeves and Penguin science -fiction ; Pongw.n &!gar Wallace 
end Peter Cheyney. Why not Penguin Bunter? 

I wonder . Am I being impossibly ambit i ous?" 
F!\Alll( LAY -..:rites: "I wss 8111USed to see you sticking your neck out 
over ' Pluma,y'. I could not agree with you less . With the excep tion 
of Psmith, Wodehouse's school sto r ies are only jus t about readable 
todoy , and I think are only in demand because of his ereat popul erity . 
And Psnith wss, of course, t he stepping - ston e from school stories to 
adult fiction . 

Wodehouse rath er brings out ooe of the othe r poin t s of discusoion . 
He was described , on a famous occaoion , by Hilaire Bell oc as 'the 
greatest l iving master of &,glish ' and , if my memory serv es me rightly, -
this was at a ceremony at Oxford University when he received an hon­
orary degree .of Doct or far his services to .!nglish literature . Yet 
t hore aro mmy who find hie boring and unreadab l e. 

Tlllro Edwy Sserles Brooks - one secCIS ei th or to re vel in him or 
one just can ' t be both ered . In othe r word s , no one writ er can appotl 
t.o evaryono . A good story con appeal, even if badly wri ttm , but 
>1ould 2ppeal more if >1011 written, end any piece of writ ing should 
have romothing t.o 8"Y. f.lany sul>-writers had nothing to sey . They 
i:,ercl y fi ll ed up space , 

I do not al t ogether go vi th you on t he question of Hlllllil ton ' s 
mnsterpieces . The Stacey series I would not place very ~ fo r 
various rensons , and th e f8111ous cl assic ' The Boy 'iitho ut a Nnme1 could 
easily be publish€d in hard-co;rer fonn . 'l'bo gift of characterisation 
does not require lrundreds of th ousmds of words. In fact , too ::,any 
words tmd to have the opposi t e effect . Many of Hamil to n ' s characters 
have , over the ysars, altered considerab ly . Even the redou bta bl e 
Bunter has a l!lOSt inconsisten t code of behaviour . 

Later in ymrr pages , ref erence is J:l!lde to another author who, I 
venture to suggest , was even more prolific than :!amilton - namely, 
Frederick Faust , better lmow as Max Br!llld. Be wrote me.inly for the 
pulps , but hundreds of his stories reached hard cover fonn, end I 
would re colllll6nd your readers to l"ll'Chase two Penguins r ecently pul>­
lis hed - ' Montana P.ides ' and ' The Song of th e Whip', written under his 
pseudon,ym of Evan Evans. I believe these will be classics of the 
f'uture . Hore you will find superb characterisa t ion that lifts these 
stories right out of the Western cl as s , al li ed to quick acti on and 
bri ll iant vri ting . " 

00!1 WEBSTER writes : "There is c:uch to be said in favour of those 
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bygone school ta l es which appeared in stiff covers . To many older 
readers they were the introduction to the Public Svhools they were 
never ab le to at tend . 

The stories of Sl ap ton School have ll'.any admirers , and Talbot 
Baines Reed ' s ' Master of the Shell ' might well be Mr. Hacker on 
occasion. To me, •st. Winifred's' by Dean Farrar , is reminiscent of 
'The Boy llithout a Neme• by Frank Richards, though I prefer the latter . 

I know of ooe avid llaniltonia fan who has now alnost completed 
a collection of the earlie r stiff-cove r ed school stories by Hadath, 
Cleaver , Avery , etc. 

Personally, I agree that only Fronk Richards can re ally write a 
se lling stiff-covered school sto ry today, 

BERT HOLMES writes: "I agree wit h you that none of th e old stiff ­
cover writers came up to the Hamil ton style fo r schoolboy r eading . 
T. B. Read was good , admittedly, and some of the ot hers . Personally , 
I like R. S. Goodyear." 

* * * • * 
'!HE MAGNET &: o:m AUTHORS LIST. .All Ir.?ORTANT $'1'.J.TEl!illl' 

By W. 0. G. Loft s and Derek Adley 

Despite very good progress in compiling our lists of actual 
writors of t ho ' Magnet • and 'Gem' yams, it was no t possi bl e to com­
plete our statistics in tic,, for ti>, C.D. Armual this year . We do , 
howeve r, promise readers that the ' ~lagnet• l ist will appear in t he 
C.D • .Annual for 1960 , and if not finally complete it will be as far as 
we have been abl e t o compile . 

Now is has been brought to our atten t ion that a:any collectors 
have gained t oo wrong it!Jpression as to how exactly our statistics are 
being compiled, and we both feel that in our om interests the follow­
ing facts should be known to too reader. 

Several collectors have the idea that our lists are being pre­
pared solely on th e lllfflllOTy of Mr. Samways - which is far from being 
correct . How it is true 1hat z.lr, Samways has very kindly givm us 
tremendous help in identifying his 0"'1 s t orie s , but this is as far as 
he ""uld be prepared t o go fran me,nory - as stat ed in the C .D. last 
year . He is also only prepared to stat e with r,ny authority idmtifi ­
ca ti on of any stories which ha proof - read whilst in office on the ' Mag­
net' and 'Gen' staff during 1he period 1914 - 1921. Our data therefore , 
has been gleaned as fol101,1s: 
1. Authorship of mony tal es has bee n obtained from of fi cial sources 
connected with the Amalgamated Press r ecords - and in these cases th ere 
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cannot be the sli&htest doubt vhatsoeve r that the au thorship i s correct. 

2. Many of the substitut e vrit ers th nt ve have contacted have docu-
ments in their possess io n to prove that they vrote certain stories in 
the 1Mognet 1 and 1Gem1 .:. indeed man,y of t hem not only have carbcn 
copie s of their stories, but actual copi es of th e papers th emselwa 
obt ainod at th e time of thei r publication . 

3. It hos been !!fl/ very grea t privil ege (ii. 0. G. Lofts) to have had 
an in t ervi ew· with Mr, C. M, Dovn, edi t or of th e 'Magnet • and 'Gem' frcm 
1921 to 1940 , vho actually was on the s taff from th e very first 'Magoot• 
until th e l ast , 1900 to 1940 , He has examined our li s t of subst itut o 
writers and sto r ies and in his opinion i t is remarkably accurate as far 
as he could ran ember. 

S<>1!le read ers have aloo taken th e view that Mr. Samways• quotation 
t hat 1He dofi ed anyone to t oll who had writt en somo of the cl ever 
imita t i ons ' vM rat her a tall statement - we li'Ould l i.ko to gi ve some 
proof t hat his statar.on t wns quite correct by the foll owing examples : 

.According to the Jolu, Shaw lis t th e first subs titute story pub­
li shed in th e 1Gem1 was llo , 53 ent i tled 'D'Arcy Minors Chun' - this 
was qui te t ru e as being a substitute tale - far readers interes ted the 
author wns H. Clarke Hook, son of th e creat or of Jack, Sam. and,Pete. 
How we can sta t e with complete aut hority that No. 43 en titled 'The 
Schoolbcy Jockey• assumed by Hamiltonian coll ecto r s as being a Charles 
Hamilton yarn, was in fact writt en by Mr. C. II. Down! He was in his 
early days quite a good substitut e writer and in his youthful years , 
Mr, Down was also qui te a good hor serider and the th eme of the story 
previously quoted was mainly about his fav ourite sport. No. 81 'The 
St , Jim ' s Motor Cyclist • again presumed to have been a Hamilton tale 
was also written by C. M. Down, He als o 1x>ok a great interest in motor 
cycling and actually had the distinction of riding in the T. T , ra ces at 
the Isle of Man one year , 

.And as already sta t ed, before the vary first 'Magnet' stocy 
pre sumed to have been vritten by a substitu te writer - probably because 
it was a poor tale - No. 85, ' The Greyfriar s Visitors ' wns in fac t 
writt en by Charles Hamilton . 

On lhe basis of th e above information we hope that readers will 
accep t our li st s as aut henti c when published. 'lie al so wish to state 
tha t it i s not our intention to cri ti sice lhe original l is t compiled 
by John Shaw, but ve would like to draw reader s at tention to the fact 
that this li ot wns based only on t he ~Tite r s • th eori es whi l e our lis t 
is based on fact. 
-· ... - ~,- ........... ..,,,,,_.,- .. ,~ ... " ... "'"""'" ""-" "'""""""""' ..... , .............. ,_.,,..,,.,,, .. ,_l••HOmNU<"'"" "" "'""'"""'"'''"""""""'" "''" '""'" 



_____ .. __________ ._ ... __ ,, ____ .. _ .. 24--···--·-·-------·-·----·-·-· 
It was also on a suggestion of Jolm Shaw' s that we deci ded to 

produce ttiis list mainly for the following rea son . We feol that in the 
past where a story ,ms merely classed as a substitute yarn , with no 
indica t ion of the aut hor concerne d , all substitute stories fell into th e 
same category . I£ , however , the author's nace was appended to the stor/ 
then substitute yarns could bo more fairly jud8cd on t he individ ual 
au thors ' mer its - tlrus the good could be pruned from tho bsd , 

• • * • * 
ODDS .CID BIDS 

By C:erry Allison 
A liIBBERT urKffiBY iill'IORIAL, Some }1lars ago I had a l ette r which ran, 
''We all owe so deep a debt to Herbert thst I feel we sho'.lld try to show 
this in soiae practical way, Hay I suggest the formation of a collection 
of the fi r st issues of our favourite pape r s . This 1<ould be lmo-.n as 
' The Herbert Leckenby Coll ec ti on of No. 1 s .' To s tart t he bal l rolling , 
as it were, I m:, sending you copies of three No, 1 s . " 

These were tho fi rst issues of ' The Boy' s Realm ' 1st and new 
series , ( 1902 and 1919) . Also !lo . 1 of ' The Marvel ' new series , Since 
then t he Collecti on has received t he first issue of ' The Thriller ' and 
of 'Cheerio .·• 

Now that we have l os t our beloved Herbert , I wnder if myone e l se 
i s interested in this suggestion . Such a coll ectio n could be held 1n 
rotat ion by t he various braoohs s of the O. B. B. C. and be borro wed by any 
of their members. This might be a way of ensuring that fu e memory of 
Herbe rt was kept green in a way be >IOuld tiuJ.y appreciate. 
THE RACEEORSi: OF THE REMOVE! Did you see th e recent news-item about a 
race horse with th e widly inappropriate name of Bill y Bunter? There was 
a phot ograph of th e animal coming to grief over a fence , and throwing 
it $ rid er . It was probably carrying too much weight ! 
S\luNEY TODD. Er,thusiast s of the old ' Bloods ' rill be int er es t ed to 
know that t he tale of the DEl!lon Barber reappears this mont h in two ne w 
versions. A musi cal opened at th e Lyric , Hammersmith an DecEl!lber 10th , 
whils t the Royal Ballet ere giving J olm Cranko ' s latest work "Sweene y 
'!'odd" at tho Shakespeare Memorial Theat re , Stratford-o n-Avon . 
SMALL ADvmTISE'lE!ITS. Small advertis emen t s are accep t ed for publi ca ­
tio n in t ho C.D. at t he r ato of 1d. pe r word, serial numbers counting 
as half a word . Quotations con be given fo r full - page or half - paae 
adver';iscments . • ••• * 
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i A ; . I I 12 1 • ~ ::':::<! QUIZZLE No, 14 
I. ~.LJ_!--3 ...j_: __ _j~ The le tters in the numbered squares , 
I C ! · : 4 ; 5 ' ~ if placed in sequence in the lower grid , 

I D , . 
6 
~ will spe ll out someone who seems to be 

,_L L-l--r+~ ' . ~ a figure-puncher at Creyfriars. 
L Ej __ '. _l.2 8 ;~ ~ ~: A. An occupation fo r hall' -
' F 9 I ,1 O : Y.7-P.~~~ holi days in the winter term • 
• j ·· r~ :G: ·i,-;-,,-2ri --:-~ CLUES ACROOS, 

r HT-:~:ur-~-V, ~ A. Sounds as though tl<>y study vital 

·l ·:;s·- i16i'°~ ~ B. ;::~si.!.':r bee:~ for the Bounder . I·- ~- ..... - '-- L- ~~ 
! J i : 17, I ! i 18! I~ C. Lawtl<>r thre1< in - but missed. the 

,-Ki- ~l9;t~~ D. ;;: ~, ~!rding to Inky . 

; ·L 20~---j 2"]r,~~~ E. Can t he l earner have rest first , 

!"M: . 22t231.1--;--j~ ~~~~~\ :;m onstrates with 

1· 11: .. 24!-- ~~~ F. Mauleverer , s l ack in the grass . 
' • - - I ·., ·~~c-0"4? c. Stop , man! Have you brought 

L. Big JCanearoc,, beheaded , 
M. He wrote about Harley. 

Bunter • s postal-order? 
H. Yaas, vathah! 
I. Is he still 1n his old haunts at 

St. Jim's? 
J. Dicky Nugent JD.i8ht be useful to 

eight in the Sixth . 
K. Stu:iy of Manners. 

could describe Melli sh. 

N. The Cedar Creek fellows might have spotted them. 

* ...... 
Write on a postcard the words in the lower grid and th e answer to the 
Clus down. 5/- to the sender of the first correct solution received 
by the Editor, • • * • • 
~- For various r easons , i t has been found necesSlll'y to advance 
the Press Day of this paper . The latest date for the accep tanc e of 
adverti sements is the 18th of the month. Secretaries IIJld regular oent­
ributors are aeked to submit their material as early in th e month as 
possible, . in order to aid _J?roduction and_:e,revent _publication del,iys . ,,_ 
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TAPED 
Dy Bet t e Pate 

ners ey5id e to :.ustralia 

Our fri ends on Merseyside made a tape-recording some time ago to 
send their greetings to our members. One Sumay in December we were 
able to gat her at my home to listen in to th ei r cheery messages . 

One of our most enthusiastic irembers, Stan Hichol l s , had aITarJ&ed 
the lo an of a ta pe recorder, and Syd Smyth , our Chairman , having 
mastered the intricacies of its operat i on , settled down to be maste r of 
ceremonies, and did a vecy nice job too . 

The recep t ion was very clear , nnd we were able to recognize quite 
a few old fr iends . I 'v e been corresponding with Don Webst er snd Frank 
Umd.n , so I was naturally pleased to hear them - felt they were r ight 
t here chatting with u.s - really =z i ng how such a little thing like a 
spoo l of t ape could bridi;e tho distance bctwe,m our two countries . And 
hO'oll' wonderful tn think that, for once , tru worders of sc i ence have been 
used to ffiSkc f riends instead of to destroy our enemies . 

We wera most int1.1restcd in Frar,k Unwin' s cormoonts, and tho fac t 
that he luld served wi t h Aus tralia in the last war gave him an insight 
into th e nature of the /Lussie charac t er~ . There I must agree with the 
author ~:ho wrote ''They 're a Woird i1ob11 

- yes, we sre , and our tr eat-
ment of the English l enguage isn ' t always very kind , but 

I 
according to 

Harry Steol , ..tio visi t od here in 1955, ther e I s nothing ·,rang with our 
hospitality and our cups of te a. 

liaturally , tho cricket commentary interested our enthusiasts , but 
wo still thir.k Bill Windso r was a very brave mt1n to make tho remarks he 
did about ..lussie cr i cket. Our chaps are fuinking up some sizz l ing 
replies to bowl him out with when we r ecord our reply to our good 
friends of the Mersey . 

\'hat a grand bunch of chaps they sounded - and so full of enthu ­
siasm : Jim Walsh did a grand job with the t ape , and I would like to 
t hank him for all th e t rouble taken t o give us this treat . This warm 
spiri t of fellowship smoni;st colloctors is , I should imagine 

I 
the force 

which has sus tained th e clubs for so l ong . 

• * * * .. 
Magnets, S . O. Ls, Populars end Holid~y Annuels . Send detai ls with prices 
to: 
K. F. KIRBY, WIBLEY STREE:l', UHTJ.TA, CAPE PROVII!CE, SOOTH AFRICA. 
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OL£J BOY-0/ BOOJ( C~UB 
KID LANDS 

Me~ld 
30th Sovornbcr 1 1959. 

After arrange:,icn ts had 
been l!ettl ed for our Chr is t­= rneeting , Deceinber 21st , 
the twelve menbers , plus HI"S. 
Nor.non Gr egory, t ackled a 
quiz set by Madge Corbett -
twenty que sti ons on all 
subjec t s of the O.B. 3 . C., 
sore vory tri cky. T01'\ 
Porter wns the winner wit h 
12 correc t. 

The library raffle was 
won by Madge. Tre third item was 'DI/ ovn choice of Desert Island books . 
If I had a free choice , n;y-list would be ( 1) "King Solomon's Mines• 
by Rider llaegard. (2) ''Heritage of the Dese rt" by Zane Grey. (3) 
"Tum ing \/heels" by Stuart Cloeti. ( 4) "Heart of Uf1B88" by Ridgve ll 
Cullum. (5) "Tink er's Pride" by lligel Tranter. (6) "The Road to 
t/owhere" by Maurice Walsh. (7) "llopalong Cnssi dy and the F.agle s 
Brood" by Clare nce E. Mulfor d. (8) "'Ille House in th e Hill s " by Olivo 
Fitzroy . 

But to keep in l ino with th e usual procedure and confin e my 
choic e t o old boya' books, 'Dlf selocted eight would be ( 1) "Nobody ' s 
Stlxly" Gm No, 250. (2) "Mystery of t he Prio:rJ " Rookwood Chri s tmos 
class i c. (3 ) "Greyfriars Chri s"b:ias P..rty" Mngne t 513 , a Pentelow 
oto ry introducing the colonials of St . Jim' s and Greyfriars , (4) 
"The llsygorth Carevann ers • by J ack North , B.F .L. No, 686. (5) ''Pr&­
foct and FBf/' by J ack North , B,F . L. No, 588. (6) One of Gwyn Evans 1 

best , "The Myst ery of Mrs. Bard.e ll ' s Christmas Pudding" Union Jack 
No. ·1157. (7) One of Jobn HU!lter•a Ceptain Dack stories. (8) B. F.L. 
"School and Spor t • now known t o have been writt en by Mr. SsmWB3'8. 

The principal ite:n on the night's progmu,me wes w at we had all 
been waiting f or - and i t wes well worth the waiting. Tan ord Beryl's 
weddi.nj;, all filmed in colour , and displayed by our expert, Geerge 
Chathom . ..... 0ne .. of uie .. h:igblights of . tre _year, .. brou8lt t_ back to us .. in ...... 
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all i t s beauty. To.give us full measure, we were also treated to yot 
anothe r colour film , this time dealing .,,ith George ' s other hobby -
narrow -gull8E! r cilways and t heir prese rv ation . Amongst the mountains 
of Nor th Wales wo travelled along th e well-lmown Tal l yl yn Railway . 
George divided his fill:l into two main parts - the dead ond th e l iving . 
The former oovcred the now disused tracks ond litt l e st ction s and, in 
sane cas es , rolling stock of th e der elict l ines, whil e th e se cond parl 
and too more interesting far this r eason - the two or t hr ee now being 
used , like the Tallyl)Dl Railway. · 

The evening ended with t he usual libr:,.ry interval , being followed 
by the olways enjoyable reading fro:n some well lmown old boy s master -
piece• This tire by Ted Davey• HARRY BROSTER, Secretary • 

MIBSEYSIDE 
Meeting held Sumay 1 6th Decenber . 

There """ an excellent gathering nt thi s , an inf Or!l' .nl Christmas 
meeting . It was good t o see Frnnk Unwin bacl< again :ind to !mew that 
his heal th has improved conside r ably during the past three months. 
Also , it was grand to see Bill Horton again , one of our ol dest mmbers 
who is not abl e to get along llS often as he would wish. J,. le tter of 
apol ogy was read from Pat Laffey , who has only j ust recently come out 
of hospital . We hope to see him in the near future. 

There being no preparod ogenda , an informal discus si on took 
pl ace on tho merits of th e current Sexton Blake Libr,i.ries. It was 
agreed by near ly everjbody t hat W. Howard Boker is doing a really 
gocd job. 

A very fine spread was laid on by Mrs. Webst er , full justice 
being done to it, and Jim Walsh, as always at our Christmas meet ings , 
gave us the glass that cheers, and c:i;,;ars for all . Many thanks to Mrs. 
Webster and Jim llalsh. 

Three very amusing party games were arr anged for the r est of the 
evening. One was Don Webster ' s ''Doubles " in which we had t o give fu e 
second pert of popular phrase s , such as Samson and Delilah. This wllS 

won by Frank Unwin, with 18 points. Pr ank thm presmted us with an 
elimination general lmowledge quiz , which was carried off by Bill 
Horton , with Don Webster runniJJg second . 

Lastly , Don Webstm- 1 s version of "Tott o", a word-<naking com­
petition , This was won by Frank Unwin. Humorous prizes were presented 
to the winnor , the sigh t of them bringing forth "'"PY chuckles • 
..... _ ••.• To wind .. up. the . evcning , ... toasts ... were •. propom>d}Y .. Don .Webster , ....... .. 
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Frank Unwin and Jim l/alsh to the O. B. B.C ' s a t home and abroad , and 
all the ir i,ernbers . This took us till ta, o ' cl ock , ri th general 
agreement that i t had bee n one of the best meetings of the year , 

!!ext meeting , Sunday , 10th Jonue ry at 6.3() p .m, sharp , 

NORM/JI PRAGNELL, Secre tary , 

LONDON 
Meet i ng Decanber20th at Wood Gr een . 

Our Les Rowley , out in Ha"lover, very kindly sent Horace Coker 
a fine tuck hamper , fully erpec t ing the bur l y fi ft h-forme r to attend 
the Wood Green Chr istmas meeting. However , as Coker did not tum up , 
t i-.e members purloined th e fine hamper of comestibles , and used th e 
grond competi tio n which th e Johnny Bull of th e. Cl ub - nlias Les Rowley 
had sent t o decide who should have the hamper. 

Compet itors had t o give BY.amples of how Billy Bunte r •.:ould spell 
cert a in words . Eric Fayne was a good winner , and t o th e next t wo best 
competitors , Laurie Sutton and Roy Parsons , Bunte r postal-orde r s were 
pr esen t ed . 

Len Packroan gave !ill excellen t reading from J ohn Bott •s "Chri stma, 
Book" ent i tled "Christmas Rumbers. • Eri c Fayne announced tha t, up to 
the moment of speaking the party arran ged to vis it "Bi ll y Bunte r Flies 
East • was abou t 46 . Thi e was fo r January 2nd , whil e a f urt her party 
would be visiting the thea tre on Jenuary 9th , 

There were five ot her qu '.z compet i t i ons , a ll tho roughl y en joyed , 
With exce ll m t fa re, appropriate t o t he fes ti ve seaso n , a very good 
t ime was mjoyed by all. 

Annua l Gmeral Meeting on Sunday , Janua ry 17t h , at 12 Clairview 
Roed, Streatham , London, $,l/ . 16 . ' Phone S'l'Reatham 0499, 

Kindl y l e t hos t Horace Roberts know if you are in t ending to be 
pr esmt. 

U?!CLE BlliJA!illl . 

!IORTHOOI 
Chri s 1'!ias Party , 12t.>i December , 1959 

There were t wenty of us at the Ninth Christmas Party , i nc luding 
t. o wel come guests from t.>ie Mi dland Club , Bery l an d Tom Port er , 

Alt hough the weath er out side was col d , insi de a ll ""' warmth and 
gaiety. Five hours of fun and gw.es and food . Even our old f ri end 
ll . G. B. would have been sa t isf i ed. 
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After the tea, and before the t oasts to the Hobby, to othe r Cl ubs , 
and t o Frank Richards were drunk ( in tea) , Gerry announced that he had 
receh1'd a l et ter in!onning him that the Northern Sec tion had been 
successful this year in "Winning the Grcyfriars Cup, It was a case of 
Third Time Lucky for us . 

Froo then on up till suppe:,,.ti me crune tl1e games - a picture puzzle 
quiz , Follow th o Name game, Ask mo Another , and so on . To ena bl e us to 
get back our breath .-e had a reading by Gerry Allison of two exciting 
chapte r s from the Magnet Cavandale Abbey se r ies , 

Points were awarded f or eac h game and totalled up at th e end of 
t he evening . J ack 'lfood tied with mysel f for first place , Geoffrey 
Wildo came second , Mollie Ander son third , :Jessie Barlo>1 fourth end Bill 
Willi amson fifth . Jack relinquished his plu ce as he himself had pro ­
vided five r ea lly handsome prizes, 

A cost happy a.'ld merry evening was enjoyed by a ll present , 
The next meeting in January 9th , when St anley Smith provides the 

progra~lC . 
R, HOJX:SOtl . 

AIJSTRlu.IA 
The Golden Hours Club 

It was with keen ant icipation tha t members ga thered a t Cahill ' a 
Restaurnr.t on Friday , December 18th at 6 p.m. to ce l ebra t e the second 
birthdey of th e Club as well as the festive occasion of Christmas. 
Three members, Vict or Col by , Arthur Cr ose r and Arnold Keena were unab l e 
to be vi t h us , and this was t he only disappointing feature of the 
evening . 

ilter a meal worthy of the occasion had been ord ered and served , 
a toas t was proposed by th e Chainnan , S;,J. Smyth , and t hose present 
joined h:il!l in the wish for t he continued success of the Club and t he 
hope t hat e ll members would be with us to ce l ebra t e t his h.e.ppy even t 
next yea:r , 

Greetings fro m Di ll Hubbard in Kenya and Bill Gander in Canad.a 
were passed round, and cc..rds recei ved from our friends in th e North ern 
and MidlMd Cl ubs were enjoyed . lie hope our greetings reached you al l 
in time for your part i es , 

Members wer e very pleased with t he unusual gift r ecc i ved f r om Ben 
White r , and his unique book-marks will se rv e ns a pleasant reminder of 
Ben himse lf and of our good friends in the London Bronch , Needless to 
say ,· youx lette r wqs read with gre at interest by our Hamil ton en thusi­
asts , .. nnd __ orders . rolled __ ,in _fo r th e l ist._of.J~agne t __ titl es_.t o .. be_,Pub li shed 



next year . 
· Jnd, of colll'Se, our good friend Hert>ert Leck:enby ,ms not fo r­
gottm - we vere sod to loee such a grond friecd, but 1here ia much happiness to be ahnr9d. in memori es of his f'.rioodehip . The very 
touching tributes in the Decod>er C.D. were r ead , and we felt you 
were very near us in spirit , Herbert, on tbie happy evening. 

The rest or the time passed very pleasantly , talking about 1be hob\)y - can :you think of a better subject? end it waa vi th the memory or a tine party that we viahed ona another a Merry Chriamas and all 
success to the bobby in 19(,0, bet ore melcing our vays homeward. 

B. Pffl, Secretary. 
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ANO'lmJ! ' INSPIRED CO.~ ' 
By w. o. c. Lofts 

I vas inte r ested to read my good friend Gerry Allioon 1 e extract 
from a letter which he n,ceived from a postal member of the Northa m 
Club, and feel also inspired to writs a fev lines in answer to the 
pos tal member' s st atsmmts. 

Jirst, I would like to congratulate the corresp ondent on being obviously wall intoxced md versed in the writings of c. R. Sel!nreys 
and Jolm llix Pmtelo w - aa he ia quits oorrect in stating that ""8,let 424 and t he Spring Series in th e Gem were wri tten by SamwlllS 8lld 
Pmtelov respectiv ely . 

Mr. Ssmve;ya ~-ould be the first to admit that llllley- of the sto ri es written in the 1916 per iod were a long way from the Hamilton standard -and t hey were indeed written under gr eat difficultie s as I vill explain 
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f'urther: llony ot tbeae substitute stories in 1916 1181'9 written milst 
he was cm active service 1n the Royal Flying Corps - snd they a:1.mp],y 
had to be written end published Qr else the 1Magnet I llOuJd have had to 
cease publioaticm owing to lack of cow. 

J ohn Nix Peotelov took over the 111egnet1 snd 'Gem' at wiy short 
notice (Magnet Bo. 421) in 1916 end at t he start had a ver:, difiicult 
task to keep the papers going. Cop:, from Mr. Hamilton vas not al1fllYII 
1n hand for his peace and mind. On top of this Kr. Psntelov had 
suffered a great loea 1n the death of his vite. He had also been 1!>­
volved 1n a severe financial l oss in a Cricket publiehillg venture mich 
added to his troubles . I, ot coursl' , reelise that ths corresponda,.t 
vas only referring to his style ot writing and not his personal ~ 
cter - but there is no doubt that llr. Pente lov was um.er great diffi­
cult i es IIDd a ver:, 1:rwbled man du.ring his editol,"ia]. duties on the 
Compsnion Paper. 

I vas rather lllllUSed at the comment that llr. Pentelov vae ocn­
sidared a 1miiversal knovall '. from hie style of vri ting. Maybe he 
does give that impre ssion, but, in real lite, I can as,r.ire the c~ 
pOlldant that he vae far from 1 t. Many ed1 tore . and vr1 ten '11110 icnev him 
in the early days have said that he vae a shy, reserved, quiet-spoken 
end timid type ot man - aged by appearance long before his actual years . 
The correspondai t is tiill¥ entitled to hie opinion as to the mer1 ts ot 
Mr. Pmte l ov 1s stories, but I would like to point out that there are 
probably as m,my admirers ot his stories in the C .D. Circle as there 
are dislikars. Admirers includ e Len Paclaian, Bill Gonder, Bill Hubbard, 
Harry Brester, G1'8R9ille Waine, Derek .Adley, the late Herbert Leckenby 
snd mny more. 

If 111f good triend Garry llluld l et me have his correspondent 's 
eddress, I should be del:lghted to correspond vi th him , 

• ****;:**** 
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