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BILL MART1N 
93 HILLSIDE : LONDOO, N, W, 10 

WORlll FAMOUS FOR OLD BOYS BOOKS 

Phone : EWar 3230 
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30 Blue a.rd White Magnets ' Bound vol ume Life Story of Char-
be tween 1916 - 1920, S:, 10 0 : l es Peace The Murderer as in 
Bound vol ume "The Ring " bound ·-[ tiadam Tussauls . 30/ -
vol UI:le Championship Fighting ! 65 copies The Scout , 1938139 
by Jack Dempsey . Bound volume ~ alms t complete run, 20/ - lot , 
30 years a Boxing Referee by · , 
Eugene Corr ie , 50/- the lot . i Surpr ise parcel of Old Boys · 
- .l Books. Price 20/- - space re- , 

! Compl et e se t 21 copi es of t m ! quired, money back if you are not ; 
i Tri umph; al l f ea tur e St , Jim' s : sati s fi ed , Postage on the l ot ' 

!__ by Martin Cl ifford, 21/ - , j will be 3/ 6d, - ·- - - --·.:.· 
Wi ll s I Cigarette Card Album, i The Rc.kewood Tra;iedy, bound 

• sli p in type . Cont ent s - 200 [ volume, A Detective Sto ry by 
\ Cigarette Car ds of t hese 140 i Myson Pinkerton Routledge (HP) 
i are very ear ly locomot ives , l 8vo Picture \/rapper - 21/ -

L tr ~ins ,_'.:.!:'::_G_'.>~~tion , £5 !Magnet Xmas !lw:,ber 513, 1917, 
Bound vol ume, l eathe r bound - i G<ll:l Xoas Number 510, 1917, 
Ruth the Betrayer or t he Female 1 L~d -Exploi ts of El,glish 
Spy. · 1863. 1s t Flli.tion , 400 
pages , 51 illus t ra ti ons . Very ! Highwaymen, Pir ates and Robber s . 

i Bo1md Volwe, 422 pages . 10/6 
meaty- f2. 10 O. · -- ----------- - --
6 first edi t ions by ~ ( 40 Comics, Chips , Funny Wonder, , 

~ 
Detai l st j B:4I Comics, Lot o Fun, Puck - l 

i ' s on reqoo ' 115/- only. A r,,a l snip, They ! 
i ach or .£4 10 0 the lot . !must have cost 10/ - 30 years ago! ! 

Lif e of J ack Shepp~ . published r ii;- ;lull:k,-;;-ioured Gems 1932 - 1933J 
1845. I llus tr ated with 12 : so/- , 26 Magnets almost con- l 
pl ates , boum vol ume, 530 pages , ] secutive 1932 - 90/-. 26 Marvel s j 

f2. 0 O j bound vol ume, no cover s - 30/-, i 
50 Wizards ~ ~953. 40 S. B.L. 6d. fi .ondon Life by Dipple. Bound ! 
and 7d. editions -:-t he lot /to ivol w:,e _ 3o/ -. 26 various 

;....:_:_"ar, s1'.'.'ce r equi~~ =--- ~- : .. )Aldine Li br ari es . Min t condition ! 
: Vol. 1, Ko, 1 Aldine Diamond Lib . -

2
-1--- ----- , so/- i 
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tfi.e Ec!itors 

Pri ce 1s . 6d 

Ch.air 
SPECIAL NEllS. There was sCJ!le diseppointi::e n t tl iat th e WHO' S WHO was 
no t a feature of t his year ' s Annual. llobody complained , for it was 
fully r ecogni zed that the pre para t ion and inclusion of this section 
was , under t!E circums t ances , a shee r impossibi lity. Therefore it i s 
a pleasure to announce t hat the COLT.Ex:TORS• DIGEST \-/HO' S WHO is to 
appear as an entirely separate publication . 

OLD FORMAT. A:.a an adjunc t to t he Annual, the Who' s llho has been in­
valuable for many years. Star ting as a ksty youngste r, it has now be 
cooe a s tm pping adult , and it has really outgrown i ts old home. I t 
began to occupy a great deal of very valuab l e space in the Annual . At 
tim es , t o minimise th e a,r.ount of space it occupied, much of it had to 
be inse r ted int o odd comers here and ther e - an inconven i ent but un­
a ·roidabl e arrangement . Furthemore, we feel that a separate Ref erence 
Book will be handie r fo r the reader . Again , the r e er e some read ers 
who do r.ot subsc ribe t o the Annual , yet who would lik e to possess a 
copy of W!I01S WO. 

NEii FOR!'.:.T. We belie ve that our readers ,-ill welcome t he COLUX:TORS' 
DIGESr 1·nm•s inro as a separate entity . I t will be of th e measurement s 
of this ma.;azine. 

Inclooed locse with this i ssue of the C.D. is a fom ,"11ch you 
are asked to compl ete and return t o this offi ce as soon as poss ibl e. 
The wort< of compiling t he publication will be heavy on top of ot her 
commitment s, md, to uase our cle ri cal headaches, entri es must be made 
on the offici al fom. The fore muat be r eturned if yru r name is to 
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e:ppear in the Who's Who. In order to give all our overseas friends 
time to return their forms, the latest date for receiving t ha:i is fixed 
for March 24th . 

IIILL IT PAY ffl i/AY? That 'Will depend upon the loyal support of our 
readers . \le can only guess, at the moment, at the nU111ber of pages the 
work will occupy, and at how largo the Bale will be . The WHO' S '.11!0 
vill be published in mid-April, price 2/6d . 

If it is a loss, we shall grin and bear it, If i t manages to 
make a profit, tilat profit vill be ploughed bade into the C .D. 

ill general particulars will be included free of charge . A 
reader is at liberty to make any further annotmcement be wishes con­
cerning himself , his collection, his "wants", but these will be 
charged for a t advertisements rates of Id . per word. The more readers 
who take advantage of this service , the more comprehensive the fillished 
work will be. 

In our late Editor's time, he allowed this extra infonnatioo as 
a free advertisement, a generosity he could not afford. The separate 
ll!IO'S WHO certainly cannot afford to be so generoos. Every reader , we 
beliave, will see the faimess of this. 

Quota tions can be givm for full page or half-page displayed 
advertisa:,ents , should t hey be desired in ad.di tion to the general in­
formation . 

THE er.um. One page of the new booklet will be devoted to each of 
the Clubs - the naIOOS md addresses of all t hei r office r s for the 
current year, and a brief hiBtoxy of each Club . 

A ,!&HORI.AL ro HERBERT Imm/BY. Best of all, perhaps, is that the 
liEW' 1960 1'll0' S 1·JIO will be a Memorial to our late F.ditor. On fue 
first page , the entire wark will be dedicated t o h:im, Whether t he 
\Ibo ' s Who will be published each ye,n; , or , poss:i bly , every al temate 
year, will depe nd upon the demand. But the Who's \Tho, whenever i t 
appears, rill be dedic at ed to Herbert Leckenby. 

Further details of this cighty n"" venture will appear in our 
next issue. In fue iooantime, please fill in your fems and return 
them as soon as possible, aiding our wcrk by ~ ttlem as clear as 
possible. .Adverti sements ani additiolllll annoimceoonta must be pre­
paid . You need not, hcr,rever, \D'.lless you wish, order end ps.v for your 
own copy of the publication just yet. The latest date for tile accept­
ance of orders for the worl<: will be gi wn noxt mn th. 

THE COLLrel'ORS' DIGEST WHO'S WO - en entirely separate publica-
tion - will be a Ht5T for every reader. 'll!E EJlITOR. 



,,, ____ -------- 37-·--·-····-······-··-·--···-·· ......... . 
PENNY COMIC PARADE 

.by 
Al!'THOOY GLYNN 

'lleary Villie and Tired Tim, hurtling do,nhill in their homemade 

two seete r which had 811 old bathtub as its main body component, raised 
their decrepit hats to a pret ty girl with t he greeting : "Pip, pip , 

Priscilla !" While its occupants• attention was so distracted , the 

vehicle crashed into the standard of a fire alaxm , wrecking itself ani 

the alarm ard having the immediate effect of bringing a sqUBd of fize.­

men tc drench Willie ard Tim with hoses as they sprawled in a heap of 

debr is •• • .• ,, ,, 
Thus, in black ink on pink paper , 'lleary Villie and Tired Tim 

capered for a 1925 audience . "Chips," the fron t P880 of which vas 

'llillio aDi Ti:11 s stage for more th81l half a century, and its oompanion 

penny oomics are now collectors • items . ill those who eagerly spent 

tooir pennies on even the last of these publications , all llho chuckled 

at the drevings and hung on breathlessly for "nerl week' s thrilling 

episode" of the serial stories are now adults , The penny conic is an­

other world away. 
It should be r ecorded that the pmny comic' s ori8fn was probably 

rooted in "illy Sloper • s Half Holiday", a halfpenny comic of tho 

eighties which n ourished a decade before Aoeric81l newspaper cocic 

sections cace intc being, Ally Sloper was a Micawberish swigger of 

gin , the creation of a gifted cartoonist named ii. G. Baxter, F.arlier 

in his career, Baxter worked on a humorous weekly in Manchester, 
drawing even t s in the city, its leading men ard portraits of visitors 

from noted divines to Lily Langtry . He died of tubereulosis in mis­

erable London lodgings lilile still in his thirties, ileary ilillio, 

Tired Tio am oany 81lother seedy caDic paper adventurer owed much to 

Sloper . 
\le certainly received value for money in the penny comics of our 

youth, Of eight pages of tinted newsprint , four were devoted to comic 

strips ard four to stories, generally two serials and two ca:plete in 

thecselves, The eccentric characters of the comic strips clo'll!led in a 

worl d where good al ways triumphed over evi l in a spectacular fashion 

to the accocpaniment of : "Ow!", i,,,Yow!", "Thud!", and"Wallop!" It was 

a world of types , Burglars always wore striped jumpers ard masks and 

they humped bulging sacks mrted "swag," 
Schoolmasters were urually crochety martinets am offi cers of the 

l aw were so giV9'1 to flirting with domestics and acc epting large pies 
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from below stairs that the cognomen of P.C . Cuddlecook typifies the 
whole penny comic police force . 

The boclq;.rounds of the comic dravings had a peculiar ricke ty ­
rackety oppearence and were not far removed from the wor ld of Phil 
May and George Belcher. I.Dy social anthropologist wio delves int, 
penny ccmics is likely to find that th e do::ti.nant influen ce vas that of 
th o crusic hall. The knockabout action end t oo fashions of ccstumc -
as w1 tness Tired Tim's ludicrously smell hat - C8ID0 directly from too 
musi c hall stage. The whole penny comic genre of art was, in fact , 
music hall trans l ated into line-drawings for the benefi t of n class 
which delighted in music hall . That en early publicatioo in th e 
field vas cal led "Dan Leno' s Weekly" is not without significance . 
Overtones of "Fred Karno • s Arr:,y" were to be found in Plum and Duff, 
the boy soldi er s of "Canic Cuts" vho bottled t he authority of Sergeant 
Suet for mmy a year . "Chips" featured a col\lJID'l of cross talk, headed 
by n drawing of til e peir ..t,o were wpposed to perpetrate it, one of 
whom was an obvious caricature of George Robey. In 1936, "Comic Cuts" 
carried the adventures of Captain Quick , who was Harry Tate, skewed 
mouatoche and all. The music hall• s preoccupation with eating was 
there , too . The reward .tiich freqUllltly cBJDe to canic characters in 
the last J)81lel was a large ..,al - in penny comic teminology, it was 
a "slap-up feed" or a "blav out" - and heavily laden tables were 
approach ed wit h the gusto of llany Chsnpion advancing on belled beef 
and carrots . 

Penny Comic argot vas peculiarly its own. Ooo wonders whether 
anyone in real lile ever exclaimed : "Corlao!" The suggestion of 
foreign dialogue vas accomplished quite easily. "C!tj.ps" featured the 
Bol shevik threat in the thirties in th e perscns of Crown Prince Odd­
sockz and his henchman Serge Pantz, two bcmb-planting upstarts . The 
Russian effoct in speech was achieved by tacking the suffixes "ski " 
or "ovitch " on to at l east one word in their speech balloons. 

The second world var made it necessary for Oddscckz and Serge 
Pentz to becc.., Nazis and the "Russian" in the balloons vas therefore 
changed to "German. " -

Those who wrot e the three nrd four-line captions under the strip 
pictures created a literary tradition al l their own, employing 
onomatopoeia, alliteration md not a f ev words of their avn devising . 
Fair examples are: -

" ' Bravo , boys !" boomed the boss , buzzing along with a bag of 
bunce and a brac e of free tickets for the circus • •• • ", and: 

" ' He doesn ' t seem to agree to i t ! " yummed Duslcy , " Oh, he ' ll fall 
for it ! " smiled Dando. .lnd - kerlunk !" 
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According to caption vri tars , when the comic characte r s made 

their remrks , t hey not only "~" and •smol e", t hey "yai'fled " , 
"yapped" and "tuffe d" . The winsome female characters , however, in­
variab ly "li sped ,• 

One w nder s about the """ >Ibo drew the stri ps . Conside r ed 
tec hnically , 1heir work was of a higher standard than many of the more 
sophisticated gag cartoons of today ' s popular da il es enl their industry 
must have betn tremendou.s, There must be many a story bebizxl t he s tr ips 
Is it tru e , for instance, t hat 11e11Ij' llillie and Tired Tim were cre ated 
by the book illu.strator Tom Browne and tha t he had t o cease drawing 
them because he ran out of situa t ions and hi s nerves suff ered when the 
tramps began to haimt his dre!llIIS? One wonders , too , about the anony­
mou.s men - ood, perhap s -wooen - who wrote the stories. They created 
escaped convicts , al wa,ys youthful and handsane and usually heirs tc 
vast estates wrongly convi c ted t hrough acts of rasca lly oountel'­
claimants; cowboys who owed every1hing to Buffalo Bi ll Is circu.s and 
nothing to the west of American history ond steely-eyed detectives who 
mo•ted purposefully tllrou8h a Limehouse populated by sinister Chinese . 
A long established feature of the penny comic was the col umn supposedly . 
written by the office boy, Every penny comic had its off i ce boy, 
Phi l pot Bottl es of "Chips", Sebastian Ginger of "COinic Outs" and 
Pimplo of "Funny lla:uler" . ill were chronic illite rat es. 

The war dealt t i.. death-b l ov to the penny comics . They wouldn't 
suit the yoU!J8!3ter of today >Ibo can buy scarcel y anything f or a mere 
penny. Modern influences have made them far core sophi sticated than 
the 192'.i audience for wich llillie ond Tim wrecked thei r bathtub two 
sea t er ; they rece i ve thei r overtones of Fred Karno, Pl um, Duff and 
Sergeant Suet when they t U!'.e in to "The Army Game. " So, Will i e m"d 
Tim, Homeless Hector, Big Ben and Little Len, Dicky Duffer the Dunce 
and dozemmore penny cocic entertainers have gone to join Ally Sloper 
in prin t ing ink folklore . They bel ong to that sUlllly past when t he 
world and ourselves were different, 

But the ir oemories linger en, Some weeks ago , I pas sed a 
groc er' s shop outsi de which a baker ' s vanman was t hroving wrapped 
loaves t o his assis t ant , standing at the shop door . The assi s tant was 
a boy far too young ever to have read a penny comic. But the varu:ian 

wasn 't and, as he t ossed the loaves , he counted them in a l oud vcice : 
"One-ovi tch ! Two-ovtich ! three-ovi tch • •• • • , ! 

••• * .. 
~ : Populars . Coll ectors ' Digests ilos . 132, 144, 150. 
38, <fr. TJi0!!.1$ ROAD, PRESTOR. 
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Bli\KIANA 
Conducted by JOOWHINE PACKJWI 

27 ArchdDJ.o Road, East Dulwich, London. S,E. 22, 

In this issue you vill read all about the 'scoop' !o r Blakisna 
that I ennounced l ost month. It is unquestionably the biggest ' scoop ' 
ve have ever hod, and this wil l become more and more epparoot with each 
surprising revelati on, I feel toot Bill Lofts ond Mr. W. Howard Baker 
cannot be thanked mo1J8h for nllowing this valuable md enlf8htening 
infonn e.ti on to be released. 

J , N. Pentelow lover s will find this month ' s instalment of 
•century-Mak ers" of speci al interest . Next month ha llill be telling 
you all about the "Er a of the Reprints,• Thia vill be foll owed by 
"Death of an .lrti s t", in which Vol ter poys tribute to th e late Arthur 
Jones. 

JOSIE PL(l(MAII 

• * .. • • 
CEllTURY-lwetRS 

(And a few other interesting sta ti stics) 
By VJ.LTER WEBB 

LlMlllT ON CRICKE!' 

In looking over the stories which have been written around the 
adventures of Sexton Blake, one feels S<llllewhat amazed to discover to 
'What little a:rtent sport featured in then, Why were socce r and cricket, 
two of our greate s t games, both of ,n ich enjoyed a following second to 
none in popularity, boycotted in such manner? The authors who special­
ized in the sporting yarn were there - a little reflection brings to 
mind im:>ediately s uch names as Arthur s . Hardy, Walter Edwards, John Ni:r 
Pentelow, Robert Murray , C. Malcolm Hincks, Tom Stenner - t o name half­
a-dozai; all could have been utilised in the provision of sto ries 
coming under that ca t egory, ar.d al thoug h sewral did feature Blake on 
the Turf, i t seemed that his authors almost to a man foum little of 
interest in cricket and fo ot ball when they had Blake on their minds , 
Hardy and Hincks did contribute i sola ted tal es of th e winter game, but 
what sort of a sho,d. ng did cricke t get in the Bl.aka papers? Just one 
paltry sto ry, and to l ook f ar t hat , au, has to wade bocl< into the dim 
and diste.nt past to t he year 1912 whm o story entitled "Th& Case of 
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the Colonial Crickete r" was published. 'rlby only one such s tory at a 
time when ttie great sum.er gru:,e despite suffering the iITeparab l e l oss 
by retirel!lent of the grea t Dr. W. G. Grace in 1908 was enjoying a pop­
ulari ty it has sel dom captured since? 

One of the foremost authorities on cricket in the country , J olm 
Nix Pentelov wrote two S .B.Ls in 1927, which did not deal with tha t 
subject at a ll , and so passed by a gl orious opportunity of producing 
something really ori ginal in the output of Sexton Blake stories , I t,agine 
a novel based on th e l ines of that author's gra.'ld serials which appeared 
in the BOYS' REALM under such title s as "Smith of Rocklandshire , " "Boy 
Bayl ey , Professional" , "Young Yardley" etc . , with Blake, Tinker and 
Pedro travelling all over ttie country wit h the Nev Zealani t ouring 
team, ably led by T. C. Lowry, the old C,:,brid ge University and Somer­
set cricketer , whoso first visit t o play Test Matches on t hese shores 
it """• and Sliayed by circumstances in ttie course of their investiga ­
tions to visit all t he well -known cricket grounds , in which l<lrd s , tho 
Ovnl., Heedingley , Tront Bridge, Old Trafford am Edgbaston come 
immediatel y to mini . Blake meeti ng the cricketers of that per i od, 
fmous am idolised by the crowds which thronged th ose grounds - Jack 
Hobbs of Surrey, Wally Henmond of Gloucester , Herbert Sutcliffe of 
Yorkshire, Frank Woolley of Kent , Patsy Hendren and J , II. Heame of 
Middlesex,. ••• and of particu l ar interest to me by reason of being a 
llarwick shi ro fan .. Harry Howell, little Billy Quaife md the Hon. F. S.G. 
Caltho,pe (all since passed into tre vall ey from ·,hich there i s no 
return); grand cricketers al l . 

But for soo:e r eason or other, cricket did not find any favour in 
the editorial sanctum of the various Blake paper s , from which it must 
bo gath ered that ttie sumcer game with it s grem fellowship and spor ts­
msnship found no echo in tti e hearts of th ose men who held the fortunes 
of Sexton Blll<:e :in their hands , A very busy ir.an, J . N. Pentelow 
found very litt l e time to write about Blake ; then , vben he did so it 

led must tran spire that he turns out two very ordinary novels of little 
interest t o the Blake connoisseur imen, as alread y sta ted , he could 
have produced one of a nature which today would have been of absorbing 
interest , and, in its historical value , a muchdlerished or sought after 
item . And of the man who wasted his talents in such manner the fo ll ow­
ing biographic al details !!BY be of interest , since in l ooking through 
the sever al collecto r s' magazines which have appeared, they do not 
seem t o ha"' been printed before - at le ast , not in th eir entirety . 

John llix Pente l ow ciied at Cashalton Beeches , Surrey, on 5th Jul y, 
1931 - not, as believed at the A.P. in 1927 - and was a frequent con­
tribut or to "Cricket" of which he was editor and proprieto r from 
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JanuarJ, 1912, "Lilloywhite's Annual" and "The Cricketer" l<hich was 
edited by P, F. Warner. He also wrote for ''Wisden" in the pages of 
which famous almanaok his nnme reeei ved honourable irention in th e list 
of past and present great cricketers of England am the Dominions . He 
was born 26th 1'iareh, 1872 at St . Ive s, in Huntingdonshire, and his 
reDSon f or deciding on the pm - naire of "Harry Huntingdon" when writing 
for cmoo is therefore mde quite unnecessary of explanation . Ho died 
aged 59 , 

Before l eavin8 the wcrld of sport in which Blake was so much a 
stronger, one must pey tribute to the two well - written racing stories 
by Tom Stmne r, who was introduced a little earlier on. It was obvious 
that th e author was tresding on very fMiliar ground when relating "The 
Puz zlo of the Blue Ensign , " and in describing "The Cose of the Dis­
qoolified Derby," two of the best stories of th e Turf in l<hich Blake 
ever appeared , ond it canes SO!ilewhat in the nature of " surprise that 
the author was never again ask ed to cont ribut e furth er novels on the 
subject , Born in Hinehead, Somerset, in 1866 , Thanas Robert Stonner 
wrote for both A. Press and D. C. Thomson PubliMti ons , and besides 
being responsib l e fo r the National Trophy Canpeti tion was also the 
origilllltor of the first Speedway test match in 1930. In addition t o 
speed way and horse racing he specialised in ice hockey, am at the tiloo 
of writing is st ill alive at the ripe old ege of 73 years, s till capobl e, 
one f ools, even in the so much-changed times , of turning out a readable 
novol of Blnke am t he sport of kings in tho naw l ook S.B.L . 

Getting back to the sta tist ical aide again it ie to find thet only 
two new authors made an ap:,earance during 1931 , Beilig unable to secure 
a Christmas storJ from GyYn Evans, such as hod been customary in pre ­
vious years, the editor of th e U.J. was coo,pelled to tum to a writer 
>1ho was reputedly very frieooly with Evans, vi z , , (83) WILLIAM J , 
ELLIOT!', a specialist in the type of novel which would never heve sem 
tl ,e light of day in tm A,P . publications uooer any circmstances . In 
th e S.B.L . th e name of (84) JOHN ASCCYI'r appeared , but it was generally 
knawn t hat this vas n nai>-de-plume a oo c overed the identity of Jolm W. 
Bobin , who was introduced much earlier under his otm r pen-Miile of MARK 
OOBORNE. (85) STEP!ml HOOD is be lieved to be none oth er than Lewis 
Jackson , but there is no proof of this at th e time of writing, so he 
must be introduced here aa another aut hor of th e "hit and :nm• variety, 
having written only tho one story. The nane of (86} PAUL URQUHART on 
the cover of ttie S.B .L . necessitates .his name alao being entered hero , 
but, iu!J hell been provious:Iy stated I;.-, vas actually LADBRCICE BUClC; 
end for the same reason the name of (87) REID WHITLY must also go down, 
he and COOTl'S BRISBAIIE both being pen-names of R. COU'l'l'S AHMOOR. A 
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similar case is that of (88) V. FRF>!IJN, psemonym of A!iTHONY SKENE. 

The year 1932 was to prove t he last completed year in lillich the 
O. J. was published , far early in 1933 Blake fans wer e t o received 1he 
di s tin ct ly unpleasant shock of it s absorbtion int o the new Dfil'EX:'rIVE 
WE!XLY. 1932 was als o to mark th e policy of the reprinting and re­
mcxlern.isation of past sto rie s , ard these , as far as records are con­
cerned , will receive the ir just reward - the cold should er, for t o give 
en ruth or added credit for scmething he has al ready been endowed would 
be to give hilil an undeserved adven~ over hi s co ll eagues . The re­
public ati on of the Confed er at ion sto rie s in tile U.J , was to set th e 
example for a simi lar pol ic y in the S .B. L. F.arly in thi s particular 
year came (89) WILLIJ.M P. VICKERY, end th en the r.ame of (90) WJ<RWICK 
JJJlDINE appeared on the cover of t oo S.B. L. for t he first t itle . Into 
t he p!J€"S of t he U.J. in July came 91) STAWFORD WEBBIB. The distinc t io 
of beillg tlle last au1hor t o aake his debut in the O.J , f ell to (92) 
iJlT!IUR J . PAIK, who was described as being en J.ustrolian ; end then 
six issues late r t he sp l endi d old pa;,er 11ent t he way of so many of 1 ta 
predecesso rs , plunged int o obli vion by a rapid ly changing world whose 
support, gradual ly withdrawn over the years desp it e an edito r' s great 
effo r ts to avert it, had neverthel ess prec ip ita ted a s lide f rom which , 
having gain oo. such momentum as to become unst oppable, re signation to 
t he inevitable had re sulte d , 

Robert Murray , Gilb ert Chester end Anthony Skene in th at order 
ente r ed the ranks of t he century makers in 1932 and the posi t ions of 
the leadi ng contestan t s a t th e end of that year s t ocd as follows : -

G, H, Teed (273); Gilbert Cooster (103) ; Robert Murrey an:l 
Anthony Skene (101); Mark Osborne (90); Gwyn Evans (88); !llen 
Blair (85); E, S. Brooks (81); Coutt s Bris bane (71) ; Lewis Jackson 
(sel. 

• * * • * • 
SEXTO.'l BLAKE LIBRARY TITUS AND AUTHORS 

~ 
A f ew conths ago I heard that Bill Lofts had acqui red a complete 

li st of titles and autho rs of stories in the S.B.L. This included 
the real name of t he writer to whom p8,Ylllent for the particular st ory 
was made, In hi s usual th oughtf ul and gmerous way, Bill not only ""11 
kin dly off ered t o l et me make a copy of th is for ey own r ecords, but 
also said tha t I cw ld publish them in Blakiana , 

At 1his pcint I ooould explain that this list - th e offi cial A. 
Pre ss r ecord - cace int o Bill' s possess i on through the courtesy of Mr. 
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v. Howard Beker . Mr. Balcer bas lll08t kindly given both Bill am JQYBelf' 
permis sion to releas e those authentic details. 

Many of the revelati ons are so BBtounding 88 to be almost un­
believable ; nevertheless, t he fact remains they are indisputably tru e. 

These valuabl e details vill be releBBed in monthly batches. Here 
then, is the first batch. J().S[E PAOO!liN 

No. 1 
:lo. 2 
No. 3 
No. 4 
No. 5 
No. 6 
No. 7 
No. 8 
No. 9 
No. 10 
No. 11 
No. 12 
No. 13 
No. 14 
!lo. 15 
No. 16 
No . 17 
No. 18 
No. 19 
No. 20 
No. 21 
No. 22 
No. 23 
No. 24 
No. 25 
No. 26 
No. 27 
No. 28 
No. 29 
!lo. 30 
No. 31 
No . 32 

1st Series , commencing September , 1915 

The Yellow Tiger .. ......... (Yvonno &: Vu Ling l.-. .............. __ .G. H. Teed 
Illgott~n Gains ............ ..... (Kew a.'ld Car lac) ............................. A. Murray 
The Shllwdow of hi s Crim .(E.Q . Y,ait land ) .............. .J.V. Bobin 
Tho Re.j ab I o Revenge ....... {Kew and Carlee) ..... ................... J... Murray 
1!lidst Bal.kiln Perils (Laban Cree<!).. .. . . ... . .. E.S. Brooks 
The Rod Spider . ... . ............. E.S . Brooks 
The CBBe of Convict 300 ..... (Horatio Peak) . . ....... E.W. Alaie 
Victims of Villainy . (Kew md Carle e) .. ...... . ......... J.. Murr ay 
The Merchant's Secret ......... (E. Q. Maitlond) ............... .. _ .. .J.ll. Bobin ~= ;_~PM~t!!~e:: . . :.·(a;;;i;;;;f::: .... :.:::::::it ~!tin 
The Peril of t he Prince . . . ........... .. ...... . .... .E .S. Brooks 
The C88e of the Twi.Jo Detec t ives ( V. Crane) ..... E. S. Brooks 
The CBBe of Suppressed Will . . ...... W .M. Graydon 
The Black Chryse.nt.>iemum . .......... A. Murray 
Payment in Full ...... ... . .. ...... ......... ... . .. ..... .. ............. ..J.'i. Bobin 
Their Great Adventure .......... (B. Wi cket:iha w) ..................... W.M. Greydcm 
The Bankers ' Trost ..... .. ................... ..... ......... _ ............... • ......... . J .w. Bobin 
His Elcellency ' s Secret ...... (Kev &: Car lac ) .. ..l. Murray 
In Triple Di sguise ..............•........... ..... 11.M. Graydon 
The Golden Bel ts . . .. . .. . ........ A. Hurray 
The Case of th e Cashiered Officer ... ................ ll .M. Graydon 
Traitor an.i Spy . . .. . .. . .... . ... .. ... ... ... ....... ....... A.S . Hardy 
The Man vit!i Green Eyes .... (G.i4. Pl U!llller) .... .... ... . N. Goddard 
The Secret of:. Dr aker's Folly . (Kev cl: Carlac) ............ J. . Murray 
The flnbaasy Detective . . .. (Fenlock Fa,m) .. ......... .... W.M. Gre,ydon 
A Case of Blackniail ..... . (Peak) ... ..... . ....... ........•. . E.W. Alais 
Serlon Blake, Special Con.stable (A. Dexter) ..... . - .. J. W. Bobin 
The Catspav . .. ........ (Kew, Car lac cl: Levle ss ) .......•. A. Murray 
The Thre e Traile . ................... - ............ ___ _ ......... ... - .....••. . _. ll.M. Graydon 
Craft and Cunning .. .... ... ..... ................. .......... ................ _ ........ W.M. Graydon 
Tm Years After ..... . ......... ........................ J .w. Bo bin 
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No. 33 
No. 34 
No. 35 
No. 36 
No. 37 
!lo. 38 
No. 39 
Ho. 40 
No. 41 
!lo. 42 
No. 43 

No. 44 
Ko. 45 
No. 46 
lfo. 47 
!lo . 48 
No. 49 
?lo. 50 
No. 51 
No. 52 
!lo. 53 
No. 54 
No. 55 

No. 56 
No. 57 
No. 58 
No. 59 
!lo. 60 
lfo. 61 
No. 62 
No. 63 

No. 64 

The House with the Double Moat . _ ........................... E.S. Brooks 
The Bl ockade Runners ...................................... ll. M. Graydon 
The Half-C aste ,,{i.awl ;~s) ......... . A. Murrey 

~i~ ~~r!e~= t ..... . (YvonneL .... .. -~.:.~:.~:H~ 
Vegeance ! . ,,(Lawle ss) ....... A. Murrey 
A Legacy of ShBme . ... (Broadway Kate) .. J .W. Bobin 
The Secre t of t he Past .... ............................. . . . ........... 11.M. Graydon 
Tr.e Myst eri ous Mr. Reece (D. Doll and & Reece ) R.M. Graydon 
The Bl ack Bat ...... A. Murrey 
The Case of th e Internat i onal Adventur er 

(Gl ory Gal e and A. Dexte r) .. J .W. Bobin 
Where t he Trai l lilded . . .... . .. .11.H. Graydon 
The Barri er Reef Mys t ery (Lawless) . ........ A. Murray 
When Conscience Slee ps ... ......................... ...... . 11.J . Bayfie ld 
The Case of t he Gir l Reporte r ..... (Glory Gale) ..... ..J.W. Bobin 
Ten Days Leave ........... W .H. Gray don 
The Case of th e Two Brother s A. Murray 
lihose was t he Hand? ..... ... ........................ .....W.J. Bayf ie ld 
In the Shndow of t ho Guill ot ina (G. Gale) . .J .11. Bobin 
The Mosque of t he llahd.1 (Lawl ess) ......... A. Murray 
The Ordeal of Ali ck Hi llersd on . (c. Doyl e) .......... w.M. Graydon 
The Sto l en Cro>,n . ......... .......... (Pl ummer) .............................. . J.w. Bobin 
The Missing Ships . . .. (Kew, Carl ac & Law-

less ) . A. Murr a y 
The Gre at Abduc t io n Mystery .. . .......... W .M. Gr aydon 
The Cas e of t he Two Bankers ..... ..(Pl ummer ).... .................. J. II. Bo bin 
The Ref om at i on of Royce Remington ..... .... 'ii .M. Graydon 
A Matter of Milli ona .... W. J . Bayfie ld 
The Luck of t he Darrell s (Lawle; ; ) ............ A. Murray 
Sext oo Blake ' s Vow.. . .. . .. ..... ...... . . . ..... A. S . Hardy 
Camouflage! . . ,,{I!. Peak) ... . . ....... E. W. Alais 
The Secre t of th e Hul k .... . .. .................................. ......... A. Murray 

(Repri nt ed 2nd ser ies llo. 700) 
The First- Born Son .......... (Kew and Carl ac ) ... ...... .A. Murray ..................................... 

I WILL PAY 12/ 6 Et.CH f or t he fo ll owing MAGNEl'S t o compl e te my set: 
648, 740, 742, 768 , 771, 773, 920, 921, 933, 952, 1037 . Gems al so 
re qui red, bef ore No. 1500. 
Wri t e : J.O!'l'S, 56 SHrnING!!AM HOmE, LONDON, N.11.1 • 

.......................... .,...,.,, __ ,, ... ~ ....... , ............ ..,.. ... ...,_.,..,.,_, ......... _,,,_,..,...,, ... ,.,,., ................... .,.,,.,,,,. .... ~ ....... ,. ..... .,,,. .. ,_.,,_,.,,.,,.,,,,.,,;, 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 

The Lee Column has not been r eceived thi s month, and the F.ditor 

apologizes to Lee fans fo r its omission. Be hopes that readers will 

find canpensstion in Bob Blythe' s fascinating "Musings on the F.arly 

Lee" which has repl aced it . Once again , Lee enthusiasts e.re asked to 
send along articles for thi s popular oection of the C.D. 

* • • • * 

W!llTED: Sexton Blake Library - 1st series : 11, 17, 37, 105, 109, 111, 

198, 201, 219. 2nd series : 293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 49'.l, 520, 667. 
Boy' s Friend Library - 1st series: 10, 68, 102, 105; 1<11, 165, 229, 

246, 669. 2ro series : 396. Union Jack : 689, 690, 691, 693, 69'.l, 
~ . ~ . ~ . m. m , m,m,m,m . ~.w . m,m , m, 
751, 752, 1041, 1064, 1096, 1388, 1390. 
MRS. J . PAOOWI, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EASl' DOlli'ICH, LCIIDOO, S.W. 22. 

~ : ~: 313, 314, 315, 319, 320, 321, 322, 356, 358, 359, 376; 

• . • .~. w . m . ~~rn . m,m.• , 9'.l~~.~.~. 
95~~ . • .m , 97~m. ~ . ~ . •.m.m,9,m , ~ . 
1116, 1126, 1129, 1133. ~: 45, 52, 134, 136, 138, 141, 19'.l, 205, 
238, 277, 318, 31~, 325, 344, 345, 346, 347, 353, 357, 358, 386, 388, 
389, 400, 411, 114, 649, 111, 119, 152, m , 009, 834, 849, aso, 856, 
858, 863, 862, 864, 865, 666, 868, 900, 921, 924, 925, 935, 936, 940, 
942, 943, 944, 946, 948, 949, 950, 951, 954, 955, 958, 965, 967, 988, 
996. ~ : 370, 385, 390, 393, 395, 398, 452, 455, 461, 466, 
474, 475. 
nuc FAYNE, "EXCELSICR HOl5E" GROVE ROAD, SURBI'OOII, SURREX'. 

~ : Nelson Leeo: 328 - 332, 334, 335; 364, 386 - 391, 393, 396, 
397, 445, 457, 470, 471, 47' . 478, 545, 551. Second Nev: 125, 141, 
142, 144 - 146. Monsters 1 - 7. Schoolboy' s Own: 169, 171. Would 

take without covers ti story ca:,plete. 
TllOMPs:>N, 53 1/ALLASEY PARK, BELFAST, 14. 

~: THE SC!IOOWIRL 2d. week!y. 7/6 each for copies dated 1932, 
in good clean condition. Details to: 
MR. N. LIIIFCRD, c/o. Stephen Glover & Co., IllTOW!I, VJ.I&LL. 

* * • * * 
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A • f-'C--t-+- ·+-+--+--+--+-- f·~I CHALWlGE TO 'lllE COMMO!IWEALTH 
B 

c 
D 7 ' 8j 

E 9 10 

F 11 12 

QUIZZLE No, 15 
The lett ers in the numbered squares, 
if pl aced in sequence in the lover 
grid , will spell out •-thing that, 
according to Gussy, Towser hss. 

CLUE DO'WN: A. How Dicky Nugent 
mi&ht re fe r to his major, 

CLUES .lCRC6S: 

A. Wingate and Loder are - kind of . 
B. Relish far Jack Blak e, 
C. A spar with Red.ring. 
D. Cardo,, i s almost rash , 
E. A cap and a topper are included 

in Gussy' s, presumably . 
Fi A blow in the South Seas series. 
G. It was once exchanged for the 

Gen. 
H. Rhyme with Mellish to adoen, 
I. Lo! Train for the master. 

11 2 13 l 4 , 5 , 6 7 8 • 9 J. Bob Cherry calls Bunter a fat 

lio[,1
1
12

1
13 114 · 15' 16 17 18 K. :~ to describe the Bounder, 

19J 20 •21 !22 123 · 31 j 25 26 27 28 L, Thie Billy Bllnier i s q,ntG a lon. 
M. Tom Herry wouldn't be found dead in it. (3, 5) 'ttly, 
IL. A Nobl e way of saying they're in their element in Leap Year, 

*: * • • • 
(We have a bri llian t group in the Old Country who manage to solve our 
Quizzles, whidl are far from easy. We feel sure that tre brains ovei,.. 
seas are just as good , Therefore this Quizzl e is presmted especially 
far our pals of the Commonwealth. Write down the words in the l over 
grid and the sol ution to the Clue down, and post to the Editor. A 
newly-published British book will be posted to the sender of t he first 
correct solution receiv ed from Austral ia , South Africa, or Canada,) 

RESULT OF QUIZZLE No, 14. Solution to Clue Down: "Footer practice" 
Hidden words: "Hr. Lascelles, the l,oxing beak." First correct solu­
tion ,,,. received from R. Godsave, 35 Woodhouse Road, Leytonstone , to 
whom 5/ - has been sent . 



Sexton -- Blake -- Library -- Reviews 
JAIIU.I.IIY, 1960. 

EPITAPH TO TREASON (No , 443} .... ..... ..... . ................. ··-- ···- llm, .L BALLIIICIB 

This novel camnences vith a scene by no means UMOIIIDOn outside 

lllLlllY music-hall s in Ehgland t oday. It involves a fan-worshi pping 

group of teenagers and the particular obj ect of their hysterio.l ador ­

atim , oM Larry Bacardi , a top-<>f-the-bill guitarist, vbose person­

ality , dre ss and general demeanour gives one an instinctive feelil,g of 

fa miliarity . Larry's attract iv e Yoo.me step-mother is murdered md 

his ovn life threatened , yet he of fers Sexton Blake the am of tve nty ­

five thousand dollars to keep out of things . Blake van ts to know ,by. 

It' s beck to the days of lhmich, 1938, the suicide ot a yo,mg 

Parliainenteiy Assistant Unde?'- 3ecre teiy charged vi th and found guilty 

of selling mill tal.'y secrets t o th e Gcmens , an act of treason of vhich 

he w88 inno cent, th o svo rn vengeance of one aware of tba t fact - end 

Larry Bacardi . 
Here• s ~ firs~ lass novel vith thrills all the vay through to 

its deV88teting cliltax and Crimwald ' s =~ ackno vledgement of 

Blake ' s detective prowess in th e l ast sentence . One t hing is :imperative ­

the sto ry - telling of newcomer llm • .L 13',llinger is such that he must bo 

l ined up for further commissi ons in th? Blak e sag a. 

Rating ___ . ··-· .. . Excellent 

DIBIB'r Ill'mICUE (No. 444}. . ........................ - ........ _ ........ ______ J!Mra STAGG 

The standar d set by previ ous sto ri es of Blake • s wartime 8S8i;in­

ments is very hi8h , and it is commendably upheld in thi s lates t addi­

tion . Amongst the Long Rangs Desert Group of the vsliant Eighth J.n\y , 

carrying out sabotage opera t ions hum reds of miles behind Rommel •s 

armies in t he Western Desert , is a traitor . Through him , the Comans 

are getting info rmation as to the L.R,D.G' s movements. Patr ols end 

colunms are being ruobushed end canp lete l y viped out, mid Blakn ' s j ob 

is t o find this traitor. A familiar the m, aay bo , but an intriguing 

one. Inte lligeDCe hav e done 811 excellent job by discovering that it 

is through one of the patrols themselves tha t the vital info:rmaticn 

h88 l eaked . It is his job , Craille tel l s Blake , to round off their 
l!Ood won< by discovering the l!IEll responsible . 

The gallant Eighth~ stand at bay at il ilamein and Rommel' s 

armies starul poised at the gat e of Alexandra wen Blake 81Tives to 



,_ ,. 
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to join the L.R.D.G., his task made 1110re diffic ult by the ?pen 
hostility of the very !l\8ll he has come to aid . Yet it is through one 
of them that he finally unmasks the traitor. 

A fine novel, with a climax typically exciting of most S,B,L's 
these days. ' 

Rating ... ............. . .Very good 
WALTm WEBB• .................................... 

ODJI AND ENIB 

by GetTY Allison 

IIIRB!llT'S COLL!l:TION. Many readera of this magazine are aware that 
its late editor had a considerable collection of books, and are no 
doubt wondering what is happening to ttlem. So I will try and put 
everybody 'in the picture• as they say. 

After Herbert I s death, his house and its contents were taken 
over by the estate. In December hovevel"i n number of cartons containing 
many old·p~ers , were by sgreemnt with Mr. Raymond Leckenby, Herbert ' s 
son, delivered at the house of Mr. Jack llood. The secreter., of the 
Northern Section O.B.B.C, and myself llave now been over to Yori<, and 
have inspected the said cartons . To describe their contents as 
chaotic is an understatement. 

rt at once seemed obvious that much of Herbert ' s collection was 
missing , and we are of th e opinion that . during the past year or t.o, 
Herbert bas been dispo sing of his books, probably to subsidize the 
'C. D.' apd to finance his voluminous correspondence. The greater po)"­
tion of · tho p~ers renai:ning are in POOR CONDiTI C!I, and seem to be of .• 
the less popular type of book, such as Marvel , Pluck, etc , 

The compl ete sorting of the books will be a big task. At the 
meeting __ of the Northern Section O.B.B .c. on Jan\18cy, i t was ~ 
that the_ Secretary should write to Mr. Raymond Leckenby, and to inf"!)" 
him of what was being done, and to point out the coodition of the 
papers , Further information on this subject will be given in due 
course: 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~ (in condition good enough for binding) S.O. Ls: 42 , 65, 66, 162, 
2'J7, 258, 259. Ilelson Lee Old Series: 236, 291. The following for 
exchang;! only are svailable: S.0. L' s: 210, 350, 353, 373 plus 10 St; 
Frank ' s S .O. Ls. Nelson Lee Old Series : 388, 478 , 483, 485, 510 . Seex>nd 
Nev series: 150, Gems: 375, 393, 10}5, 1254, 1421, 1504, ContinllOd, • 
......... _ .. ,., ......................... -- ......... -- .. ·-- ................ • ........... - ....... -N_,,.,,,,,......,_.,_ ............... - ........ ,- ,,, 
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Magnets: 1162, 1164 , 1165 , 1166, 1645, 1650, 1656. 
BRIAN HOLT, BRIT!Sl EMBASSY, REYKJAV1K, ICELAND. 

WANTED URGl!JITLY: the following Boys' Frimd Libraries; 1st series , 
Nos ; 670, 721 (Haygarth School stories by Jack North) , also Nos. 745 , 
753, 7'J'I and 761. 
li. H. BROSTIB, PRIMROSE COTTAGE, STONE LANE, K.INVER, STOUlulRIJ:GE, WORCS. 

~: The Popular - 127- 135, 137, 138, 141-14 5 , 147-159, 161~163, 
166, 169- 171, 174-1 84 , 186-188, 190, 191, 193-201, 203-205 , 207-21 1 , 
220-229, 231, 311, 313 , 314, 316-3 18 , 320-322, 32~334, 336-343, 345-
347 , 349 , 350 , 352-357 , 359-36 1, 380, 381, 388-398 , 404, 406, 411-415, 
418 , 428; 449, 451, 452, 454--456, 459-463, 465 , 466 , 469-488 , 499 , 518, 
544, 545 , 547-55 1, 556-558, 56o-566, 568-57 1, 572 , 577, 578, 581, 591 , 
596-599. S .O, LB - 60, 68, 
DR. R. WIJ.'lON, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, N. 1. 

Autobiography of Frank Richards , Album 80 Sports Photos 1922 from 
O.B. Books, Several hundred "Picturegoers • 1949 onwards , Sell or 
exchange far Lees , Jacks , Magnets, Nuggets , Realms, etc. OFFERS. 
CHAPMAN, 35 BARROW ROAD, BARTON-ON-IIUMBIB, 

PRE"S DAY. The latest date for the acceptance of literary contribu­
t ions and advertis<1D<11 ts for this paper is the 18th of t he month, 
Club Secretaries are asked to submit their material as early in the 
month as possible , in order to aid production and prevent publication 
delays. 

OUR COVER PICTURE. Our picture on the cover shows some of the London 
Club members who atterded the diow, From right to left you can pick 
out: Alan Stewart, Len Paclanan, Eric Fayne , Josie Packmal , Haydn 
Sal mon, Horace Roberts, Reuben Godsave, Valerie Sutton, Laurie Sutton, 
Ben Whiter , Millicent Lisle, Don Webster , David Sal!llel and family. 
The children are Robin lihi ter, Christine and Graham Lawrence and the 
twins are Jaoqueline and Stephanie EV'ett, 

lfANTED: Magnets , S.0.L ' s , Populars and Holidey Annuals. Smd 
details with prices to :-

K. F. KIRBY, WESLEY STRIBT, UMTATA, CAPE PROVINCE, SOU'll! AFRICA. 

* * • * * 
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OLD BOYJ/ BOOJ( C}LUB 
AUS!'RALI.l 

The activities for the year 1959 vere brought to a happy coo­

clusio,:i on the evening of December 28th. Bost and hostess vere Mr. 

and Mrs. McGrath at their lovely haDe at Strathfield , a suburb of 

Sydney , Members-.e:reaccorded a vam welcome -.hen they arrived at 7 

p .m. and a toast to the continued success of the club was proposed and 

drunk with enthusiasm . 
Three coloured films were Ulm sbov by Kr. McGrath and members 

enjo yed a dell8htful sojourn in &gland during the screening of "The 

Trooping of the Col our• and a gloriou.s travel talk called "Too Three 

Seasons" . Main feature of the evening was a Martin and Levis film , 

and t heir antics at the circus vere greatly enjoyed, j1.dgi.ng b:, the 

hilarity of the awence , 
At the conclusion of this well -chosen prograim e, a delici ous 

supper •a la Billy Bunter" was served by Mrs. l!cGrath, and mE111hera 

gatherod round the spread to chat about the hobby. 
A copy of the C.D. Annual bed been received by Syd S,eytb, and 

this was in great dEl!land as it ves passed round , the cocpetition being 

so fierce that the Secreta?y didn •t even get a glimpse inside at the 

tree.suroo. Judging by the srunds fran the lucky ones , it w:is even 

better this year than expected . 
Two most interesting letters fra:, our &li tor were Ulen read • 

the news about the Billy Bunter show and the 8.I'I'Sll8"1"ents made to 

cel ebrate this event vas pleasing to the Hamiltonians, who wished they 

could have joined their friends in London to cut that cake - a pluc 

one, of cour.ie! Ottier good news for these enthusiasts was the advice 

about the l!agnst titles to be available soai in their entirety . They 

were pleased to Illar t hat Bill Loft ' s investigations to trac k down the 

substi tute vri tera of the Hamil mn saga ere nov nearil1g a successf ul 

conclusion . 
The evening ended vi th thanks to our gm erous host and hostess , 

end an expression of good wishes for the Nev Year to our f r iends in 

the hobby overseas . B. PATE _ Secreta?y . 

MIDL.llUG 
Meeting hliilrnecemher 1 1959 

As this vss our Christmas meeting and the ~t of the year I v~ 
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had expected a bwnper attendance , especially as our two friends fi'om 
Bristol , Mr, and Miss Rutherford , were attending , as also was Miss 
Freda Guest , who does our News Letter md our Cup entries. It was 
disappointing that only eight of the regulars turned up to welcome. the 
visitors . 

We learned the sad news that Tom was very ill with pneumonia, 
Apologies were sent in by Ray Bennett and Win Brown; also by the two 
members f rom Burton , Anyway, the el even of us cade the best of thlngs 
and ws enjoyed oursel ves . There was an abundance of "Mrs, Mii:>hle' s 
pop" ( three or more varieties) , and enough eatables to satisfy Billy 
Bunt er , 

Bery l being away, we got down to the programme which was cur-­
tailed umer the circums t ances, Jack Corbe tt fomed a questionnaire 
of twelve Greyfriars i t ems, Noman managed to get top score - seven 
out of twelve , The treasure r then gave us his eigh t selections of 
"Desert Island Books• • 

The n8"s t hat we were runne r &-up in the Gr eyfriars Cup Compet­
ition was received with satisfaction . Though we had hoped to be 
winners , it was nice t o l earn that Gerry and Co. , had managed it this 
time , though that pleasure was tinged with regret that Her bert Leckeby 
was not alive to share their joy. Congratulations , Northern, 

Mr, Rutherfo rd gave us a short talk on his association l<i. th the 
old popers , and , in the coorse of i t, why he preferred Charles Hamil­
ton I s sto r ies to those of Ecl:wy Searles Brooks. 

Gecrge Chat ham saw to it tha t everyone ,ms well served with the 
eats and drinks . A very nice little party - one of tm best we have 
had - but i t wruld have been bet te r, had we had with us Tom, Beryl, 
Ray, Win Brown, Ron and Mrs. Mercer, and Jack Ingram. Maybe 11e shall 
be seeing them in the New Year. 

To wind up , I am glad t o say that Tom Porter is gett ing over his 
illness , and will soon be back in harness, 

HARRY BRCSTIB - Secretary , 

tlORTHrnll 
Meeting ml d9ihJan U8.l'.'{, 1960 

A first-class turn up for tre f i rst meeting of tm New Year, 
with 20 members presen t. We were pleased t o welcome Cyri l and Mrs, 
Banks and Christin e , afte r a long absence , 

In apprecia t ion of all th e hard work Jack \load has put in fo r 
the Club and t he C. D. it was proposed by Gerry Allison tha t Jack be 
elected to the Commit t ee in place of Herbert. This was seconded by 
HBrry Barlow and carried unaniJnouslY, 
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Business vos soon dealt with end we settled dam to U>e evening's 
progranme, which was given by Stanley SClith. In his talk, Stanley 
se t out to prove thot all school stories sprang from one prototype. 
In 1c71, the F.ducatim !ct was passed llhich cade edllC8tion compulsory 
tor all , In 1,rr/ the RelJ.8l.ous Tract Society invest~ted the pos­
sibility of producing a hiBb closs weekly magazine, ond in the next 
year published the Boys• Owl Peper. 

One of the vri tere in this paper vns a young mon, Talbot Baines 
Reed, who produced many interesting articles before one of his 
1188t&rpieces was serialised - "The Fitth Fam at St . Dmwuc 1s". 'lhis 
sto ry contains all aspects of school-life - fagging, breaking bound.a, 
sport, school newspaper, upper and lower school , etc ,, and Stanley 
believed 1:Mt the developnent of all school s tories by B:f"1 author 
follo vod from this story, ae be proved in his most interesting talk, 

One other item V88 a short discussion 011 the form of a C181!10rlal 
to Herbert, md various points were pd forward, such as a collection 
of Number Ones, col oured slides of first issues, facsimiles ot various 
books, or a bow>! volme of books sui tably inscribed. This is to be 
carried m later 1<i th suggestions free other Clubs , 

The next ceeting is 13th February, vten I hope ( ur.J.ess I have 
followod tooir example) to give a short toll< on tile "School for 
Slackers , • R. HODCSO!f - Secretm;- , 

ME!lSEYSIDE 
Mooting held Sunday, 10th Jomwy . 1960. 

Despite the incle,aent vest.her, most of the regular mEBbers 
turned up !or this , our first meting of t.ho Jfev Year. A1'ter the 
fiMncial poei tion had been givm there was an open discussim as to 
too probabill ty of r<>crui ting new DBmbers, and also on tho adviasbil­
ity of altering the date of our a,etings. For rmny years , Sunday bas 
been our~ day , but for some l!lElllbers, particularly in the sUlll!lOr, Sunday ,matings hove their drawbacks, 

It vos therefore "8X'8ed to hold too noxt meeting , as on experi­
cent, on Friday, 12th February, at 6.30 p .m. 

Utcr a brief discus sio n m t.hose probl ems, a new typo of quiz 
was pre sented by Frank Unwin, called ''Rhyi:,ing Couples, • Various 
phroscs wore given, mn froc these vo hod to deduce tho rbytl1ng na:oos 
from the !our schools. This was a well tho~bt out game, and vos won 
by Don Webeter with 14 correct out of 16. 

Tea and library buain ess followed, end then caco Dao lfebs te r 1s 
"Spell lil<e Bunter" quiz , llhich "" umerstend was previously tried out 



.. .,. ................................... ,_ ............ - ................................................. 54 ........................ ,-................ -.......................................................... . 
"'t h the London Club . Trying t o spell like the f at owl wes not so 
,ti,;y e.s i t sounded, and can y of us were t roub l ed with th e problem of 
two K's and two G' s . However, George Ril ey ' s spelling proved "superi or 11 

t o that of everybody else , and he won the compet ition well in f ront. 
Next meeting , as pr evious l y I!IOntioned, Frid cy , 12th February . 

NORMAN PRt.GNELL - Secretary . 

The 12th Annual General Meeting t ook place on Sunday , J anuary 
17th at the re s id ence of Horac e Roberts at Stre atham . It was a happy 
and successful moeting and was well a ttenl ed . 

Len Packcan was elected chairoan for t he coming year, and th e 
re st of the ol d guard were re-el ected . Vote of thanks t o fue r etiring 
Chairoan , Frank Lay , to treamm,r Bob \ihi ter , and to audito r Charlie 
'llri€ht were given . The two librari ans , Roger J enkins and Frank Lay, 
were sui tably thanked for th eir good 1«>:rk during 1959 . 

An excellent se l ec ti on of coapeti ti ons , puzzl es and quizzes was 
t horoughl y enjoyed , especially the "Snakes am Ladders • itm conducted 
by Eri c Fayne and the topical priz es he presented in connec t i on wit h 
it . 

A l engthy discussion about t he trend t o depart fran fu a re aln of 
Old Boys' Books t ook place, and it was ngre ed to limit up to the year 
1 ~O as t he field of books am papers for all future talks , coope ti t ions 
etc . 

Thanks were expressed t o th e heats , Hora ce am Betty Roberts , fo r 
t heir hospitality and the fine f eed . It was decided to hold the ne:rt 
meeting at H,.,., House , Lordship Lane , East Dulwic h, London, S. E. 22 , on 
Sunday , February i 1s t . Host s will be Len and J os i c Packmsn. Kindly 
no tif y th en , if intending to be pr esm t. Phone : NEW Cross 7449 af t e r 
6 p .a . UNCLE BENJAMIN 

*********************************** 

SOiilllODY SAID 

Recently we came acro ss th e f oll owing bit of wisd om: ''llhat this 
country needs is dirtie r finger nai l s and cleaner cinds! 11 Which means, 
per haps , harder work and less X--<:ertifi ca tes. Nothing t o do with Ol d 
Boys' Books , of course - though we wander ed whm we saw a schoolboy 
buyin g , not school st ori es , but nude pin -u ps f rom a newsagent . 

* ... * * 
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HAMILTON IANA 
ffiANK RICHARre ON TELEVISictl 

In nid...January , llallil tonians bod t he surprise - and the treat -
of their lives, Frank Richards appeared on television 1n the progracme 
"To--ni8ht" , Starting vi th a shover of old Magnets and Gems, lmich n:ade 
us sigh for t!E old days, the picture faded into the author being in­
terviewed in his study at Brosdstairs, 

Htty ond buoyant, ener getic and ru,.azingly boyish, he cede a 
splendid tel evision impact, .1.sked which of hi s characters was his 
favourite, he replied: "Billy Bunter, of course, Afte r a ll, I 1vo 
known him for fifty years.• 

Congratu!Ations, Frank Richards - and comaiser ations to those 
who were unlucky enough to lliss "Te>-ni81it" that ni8ht , 

MAGNEr DI.SPLAY Kl FOYLE' S 

.h'razl&ed by Mr. Michael Anthony, who ...,. one of the stars in the 
Victoria Palace show, a display of Magnets down the years was given in 
one of Messrs . Fcyle ' s windows 1n Charing Cross Rosd. It was attrac t­
ively laid out, and, particularly at night when t he window was illumin­
ated , caused large groups of walkers to stop and gaze for long , nost­
algic periods. An outsize picture of Frank Ricl:iards daninated the 
display . 

Those wo entered joyfully to purchase a· Magnet came sorrowfully 
away, but plenty departed happily vi th new Bunter books under their 
arms. 

F»IOIB GREYFRIARS 

Our .lustralian pal, Tom Dobson, sends us an article which 
appeared in the llolboume Ne,,speper "The Age" on Boxing Day. Entitled 
"Back to Bunterland and Days et Fam0\111 Greytriars• the artic l e, wbioh 
is a splendid piece of wr1 ting is illustrated by two Chspcan pictures 
from the Magnet. Captions, under the main heeding, reed as f ollow: 

"Nostalgia is erpensi ve - but llhat isn • t? And when the present 
is so gloomy, wen cricket has become teo s low an!. football too fast 
to be scientific and pceti-y no l onger even r hyces , who vouldn 't l ook 
to th e past for pleasure? • 

We hope t o publish a few ext racts fran thi s fine article lJl our 
next issue . ·- ... -- .. --------~-- -- ... --.. -- .... ·---H ... --- .. ~----- -·_,, .. _,_ 
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LEI'' S BE CONTROvmsIAL 

(In this series , Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to 
s tudents of the Hamilton paper s . He gives his own vi ews superficially. 
If you will wri to to him , expressing your opinions on t he t opics he 
discusses , he will surmnarise readers ' views in a future issue . ) 

No. 35. DID THE MAGNEr mx:LINE AND FALL? 

1 can find no vis ibl e evidence that it did . Years 880, sane un­
f ortunate young people were said to go into a declin e - a euphemist ic 
t ere f or tubercul osis - with gradu al dete ri oration resulting in death, 

One who i s blasted out of exi stence in wartime cannot truth.fully 
be said to lw.vc declined and fallm - nnd that is what really hnppened 
to the Magnet in 1940. Its death was as sudden, as unexpected as the 
death of Lord Kitchene r in \lorld War One. 

Pl enty of paper s within our ken have declined and fallm. The 
"Boy ' s Friend " of happy memory, l ost everything that made its survival 
worthwhi l e , It turned to a hotch- potch of ragged mat erial in an ef f ort 
to live - and it fell , The "Popular " became diseased in the same way -
and f ell . "Modern Boy" in its death struggl es , turned frantically from 
one foma t t o ano ther in a futile f~ t for survival , but th e decline 
went on - and it fell. 

Could the most discerning read er have detect ed any sign of dis­
ease in the roots of t he Magnet in the l as t year of its lif e? I sa.y 
he could not. .Apart from some of th e normal economies of wartim e , 
vhich showed in eve ry paper in t he land, there was nothing else . No 
adopt ion of corsets to hide tha protruding tumc,y, no wig t o hide the 
incipient baldne ss , no revival of old glories to mask a dearth of good 
,ew mat erial, no strong supporting programme made nec essary by a weak 

J>ain feature. In plain words, no s l ow declin e t o suggest an inev i table 
fall , 

Was th er e a single regular r eade r who waa n~t shocked and astounded 
t hat Saturday morning in t he early summer of 1940 when his neWSBgent 
to ld him that tho Magnet was no more? I doubt it. The end of th e 
Magnet would not have been th e bombshell it was if we had previously 
detected any signs that its end was imminent. 

Pl eas e do not regard this as any adverse criticism of Roger 
Jenkins ' article in the Annual. I think the article magnificm t. I 
have read it a number of time s , with keen enj oyment, and there i s not 
a wo:ro of it with which I disagree . The only thing I didn't like was 
the title, which seemed to mean something which I am sure our gi fted 
writer did not mean. 
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'llbat of th e stories of tho Magnet' s closing year'! .&s Roeer 

truly observes vi th hie superb use of metaphor, the "divine epozl<" 

bad gone. Both Bunter end t he Bounder had somehow lost t heir subtle 

ch= of a few years earlie r . .l harsher quail ty had replaced the 

veil - loved mollovness. Plots, though fascinot!ng and clever in in­

dividual stories , had becaoo stetic, lllllkul8 series seem too l olli • The 

incre8sed loogth of the salJDon-covered sto ri es bad led to too much 

dialogue , to o many near - irrelevant situations. 
But never for get , as Roger ha.s often stressed , that suob 

criticism oan only hold vat er vren the later tales are oompared vi th 

Frank Richards ' ovn vork . Between 1925 and 1934, the Kaenet had 

presented some of the aost elo r ious school sto ri es ever vri tten . The 

quality of the vriting bad really been far hi8ber than necessar; .for 

the meditD in which it was presented . Those stories reached a sumit 

vhich no vri ter of school stories bad ever touched befor e or vould 

ever attain -1n. 
Those vho were boys in the salmon-covered period delighted in 

the Vater Lily series , for they bad never reed the vastlY superio r 

Old Bus series . They loved the Lamb series, f or they knew nothing 

af the writer ' s infinitely greater Courtfield Crackeman se rie s . They 

fOU!ld the reincarnated Soa,,es an intriguing character , for t hey could 

not cocpare him with the Soames of earlier times . Cocparlsons could 

not SO\ll' the boys of 1940 as , to .,,,,,e extent , they soured us . 
I maintain tbst in 1940, th> Ma8uet was sti ll th e fine s t school 

stor; paper in the world. The stories were still so good t hat they 

were surpassed by those of only ooe paper - the Kaenet itself of a 

few years earlier. 
For the Maenet there was none of the i&nCIWlY of being 

~amated vi th some other paper . It did not decline sro fall . It 

vas blasu,d out of existence by the machinations of a o:adoBn named 

Hitler. It died the dea th of a hero . 
It ' s just '"II point of vi ev. Vhat I s yours? 

• • * • • • * • • 
Clll'l'ROVlllSUL Wl!O&S 

No, :n, CJIUMLEY FOR SHCJIT 

Bl:l'TE P.lTE vri tes: "I greatlY enj oyed the intere sting 111d 81lll8ing 
1Clnal.ey for Short .• I read tile Magnet and Gem vben '"II elder lzotber 

vas interested in tbea . ill t he characters were old friends, and as 
I read your words I could bear myself wrestling vi th those strange 
names as I did while I vas still stl'Uj!gl ing vi th my reading . Despite , 
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our .t.ussie accent and t he fact t hat we are re garded as a weird mob by 
some folk , I found th at r:ry pronunciat i on agreed wi th yours , most <Necy 
plac e . It would be interesting to pay a visit to all th e Cl ubs and 
hear their various interpretations of th ese naces , Thanks for a vecy 
pleasant interlui e. • 

GIDRGE SELLARS write s : "I ran ember, during a r eading lesson at school 
a boy prcnouncing "fatigue" as "f a tty-gu e", llhat a howl er ! I used to 
call Rei lly "Reelly", so it seeIIEd vecy funny to me wen Gussy sai d 
"rleally , o'eill y". 

Of course i t is easy to get wrong with pronunciation , especial ly 
with such names as Kerruish and Lefevre , Talbot is , of course , ' Tol ­
but ' and not ' Tal- bot.'" 

FRANK UllWIN write s : "I found ' Chumley for Short' vecy =sing. En­
glish surnames are most bewildering. Personally , I pron omi.ce names 
!!!:l. way, not B.B.C. way - scmetimes to the horror of certain people 
who like t o be a lit tle super ior. But surely Fishy 1 s real name is GBcm? 
The 1gh' as in tough, t he •o• as in women, and the ' ti' as in station , 

It all rei::i.nds me of the sto cy of th e foreign er who, stuiying 
t he English l angua,!9, one day glanced up at a c inema hoarding and 
promptly fain ted. He had r ead ' CAVALCADE' - pronounced Success !" 

CLIFF LmTEY write s : "I mw,t praise ' Chumley for Short'. It was very 
ins tructive besides being original (lihich is rare these days,)• 

BER!I/JID PRIME writes: "' Chumley fo r Short• on pronunciation (especially 
t he indiscreet ' howle r• at the end) was vecy enjoyab le.• 

DCN WEBSTER writes : "I was not happy with t he face tio us article re 
pronunciations, but, as you say, we all have our Olll interpretati ons . 
I think Lefevre l«luld be the most difficult to agree upon. Yes, I 
expect many of us ref erred t o Frank ' Nugget' and I even read ' Yaas , 
wathah 1 as 1Yaas, wat - hall' as a youngster . 

CHARLES VJJI IIDlfil write s: "When Bill Hubbard spent an evening with 
me some years ago I noticed tha t he pronounced the nane ' Del arey ' as 
' Deh-1!!.Y..-ree' wi th th e emphasis on the 'lay', and I have often wondered 
,mether that was th e accepted pronunciat ion in England , Here in South 
Africa (Clnd Pie t, prc,nounced Piett short and sharp, does hai l fr CD our 
shores) we call the name 'Deh-l a-~' wit h t he ecphasis on the las t 
syllable. I think it was Bil l who corrected ce lihm I spoke of Kerr 
as 1Cur1

" ~ 

ERIC FAYNE adds : "Alan Stewart tell s me th at t he Soots actually call 
K~~ ... ''~ r-~I'-r'' ....... ~And .. ilan .. should. .. know •................. ~ .. h ...... ... ~ .. , . , •• ~ ... ....... .. . ............ .. ~ .... . " .... . .. . 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

TAKES THE VICTORIA PALACE 
By 

DON \IEBSTER BY {/!OR)JJ OON~ 

If any proof were needed regarding the popularity of that 
immortel Frank Richards' character, Billy Bunter, the attendances at 
the Victoria Palace matinees during th e month• s run of "Billy Bunter 
Flies East •, have been evidence itse lf . 

On Saturdey , January 
2nd, thanks to the untiring 
eff art s of Eric Fayne, aocie 
fifty or so manbers of the 
London Branch of the O.B.B.C. 
visited the performance. 

A report on the play bas 
all'eady appeared in the C.D., 
so further comments on the 
cast and acting would be super ­
fl ous , but I must reit erate 
that Gerald Campion is t he 
ideal Bunter - be lives the 
pad . 

Furthennore, the chara ­
cters portraying the FS110us 
Five are infinitely superior to 
those playing the Removi tes on 
television. 

An added interest to the 
show, as far as we were con­
cerned, was that one of our om 
members bad vri tten t he inci-
d,n tsl music for the production . 
Eric Fayne, whose name appeared among the "credits• on th e printed 
programme, composed two Bunter soogs , "Roll Along, Billy Bunte r". and •• 
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"Old Billy Bunter, the chocolate hunter" and these were happily used 
ao the me music. Though we received copies of the lyrics, an! made 
efforts to sing , we were not too successful in this direction, but we 
maa.e up for our vocal shortcomings by tepping our feet and humming. 

At th e end of the 
performance , Eric Fayne 
announced that the O.B.B: 
Clubs all over the world, 
had sent Billy Bunter a cake. 
The pre sentation was msde 
by two litt l e gi rls, the 
daugbters of Vernon Evett 
of Gravesend, who i s him­
self a keen Greyfriar s fan . 
Geral d Campion was brilli­
ant w en "Bunter took the 
Cake. • The house rocked 
with unrestrained l aughter . 

Then Eric produced a 
postal -<>rder (mmufactured 
by our artist supreme, Bob 
Whiter) , and announced 
toot the O.B.B.C. felt that 
is was time Bunter's l ong-. 
expected postal-<>rder 
arrived. Once again Bunter 
had us in sti tch es with 
his antics. 

Finally, Eric called • c for thre e cheers fo r Billy 
Bunter . asking the boys 

• and girls from ei8),t t o 
D /l 

1 
()..., , . V eighty to cheer so l oudly 

~ ""1.A~ :::=a::;.~~:'1 
stairs . The result was 
shattering ard ear-spli tt i1\',. 
The audi ence in the Victoria 

Palace showed no signs of lung t oubl e that aftem oon, 
After the performance most of our party went on t o the stage , 

.and .. were ... photographed .. wi tti ... cerald ... Campion ........ rt .. was ... an .. aftemoon ... or ............ .. 
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trei.endous ouccess , and one which none of us who were fortunate enough 
t o be there will ever forget, 

SEX:<l!iD PARTY 

Another l arge party, f or which the O. B.B.C. vas indirectly 
re sponsi bl e , attended tm shov the following Saturd ay, January 9th. 
This t il!!e it compri sed ol d boys and girl s of the Modem School , 
Surbi t rn , who vere joined by severa l club momber s , incl ining the Rev, 
John Dockery and George Seven . This ti.J:ie Billy Bunter vas preoented 
Iii t h o Tuck Hamper (Les Rowley will be deli€hted t o knov t hat it vas 
hi s famous hamper - refi lled) , and the preeentetion vas msde by tvo 
old boys of the Modern School in their red and vhi te striped blc.zers , 
This titl e Eric Fayne infonned the owicnce t hat th e O.B.B,Clubs , al l 
over th e vorld, had sent Bunter o 'luck lloi!!per, ind t-..o boys of St , 
J io ' s had come 3long to prese nt i t to him, The joke wes enjoyed by 
the vast audienc e, 

Then came the cheer ing again . ll'hather it vas l ouder th an on 
t he previous Snturdey it i s difficult to say , but i t was truly 
terrific. FiMlly , the tvo boys of St, Jill ' s stood among tho Gr,,y­
friars boys while severa l "curtains" were t aken before a wil dly 
ent..,usias tic aooi ence, 

TRUE STORY 

One af tern oon at the Billy Bunter show, a little girl of no 
mor e then three ," S I'S of age sat wit h her eyes gl ued on the stage, 
\lbEll Billy Bunter vent off, during the perfonnance, she announced in 
a shrill voice "Billy Bunter ' s gone to the bathroan . • 

After the l ast Clll'tain had fallen , md the National Anthem had 
been played , she s <11t up a wail "Bi lly Bunter has gone. I want Billy 
Bunter .• 

Truly our fa t Ovl cat ches t he f ancy young ! 

AU RE'JOIR I B11r Nor GOOD-BYE 

The final curtain f ell on "Billy Bunt er Flies E::.at" ou Satm,i.oy, 
January , 16th , Gerold Campion received a tremendws ovation . He 
could so ee.,ily _have spoiled _ things _by st epping out of cl'.aracter, _lllld 
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making a typical curtain speech . He didn 't . I t was Bil ly Bunte r who 
caoe f orward , with a -b;pical Bunt erisn , to squeak "il l I have to ss:y 
to you is that ycu•r e a lot of cheeky beas t s . " And a ll th e cheeky 
beas ts wended th e ir '•BY homewards, happy arrl con tended , and hucmi.ng 
"Roll Along , Bi ll y Bunte r. " 

Enthusiasts will be delighted to know that this year • s presenta ­
tion ha.s been even more succe ss f ul than last year ' s . Ol.n' Northern 
fri ends will be delig hted t o know t ha t arrangements are in hand to 
presen t "Billy Bunter Flies East" at a nor thern th ea tre next Christmas . 
And we are all de l ighted to know 1hat Billy Bu."\ter has become as much 
a national ins titut ion of th e London stage a t Yule tid e as Peter Pan , 
and a brand new Billy Bunt er play will be pres ented in London noxt 
season . 

* ********************************** 

OPINIONS, PLEASE. No. 3. 

VIBA ,ac;;oLLS 'fli tes : 

"Why is Mx. Arlington Wilkes , a ooster at St . Frank' s , never 
ment ioned? He was an insignificant , shabby little man, yet I liked 
hi.I:!. Didn' t anyone else care for him?" 

Have you any view s on t he above opinion . If you have , jo t than 
dom , keeping t hem short an:! snappy , and post to t he &\i tor . 

W. LISTER writes : 

"It is many ye2rs since I saw a Nelson Lee, but I well recie:nber 
t hat P.andforth was a favouri t e charac te r of mine . Anything goo:! will 
always cro 'lt e a demand . The demand at that t ime was for Handforth . I 
don• t think he fe a tur ed too much." 

BIBT HO!filS write s : 

''Why the dickens does one of your readers r egard Wodehouse ' s 
school sto rie s as "Al:nost unr eadable ' ? \ir'hat1s wrong with 1Mike 1 and 
' The Golde n Bat ' ?" 

*************** * ****** *** ********** 
DON' T FORGEl' TO FILL UP AND REl'UR!I TO THE EDITOR 

YOUR W"t!O' S 11110 QUESTIONisAIRE! 
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MUSINGS ON THE EARLY LEE 
by ROB!l!T BLYTHE 

One fri endly criticism that bas been directed at the St. Frank's 
stories is that there were too Cl8l\Y new boys, most of them with un­
usual characteristics. I agree .with t his to some ertm t, but t he 
sto ri es were of a public school, and it would have been strange had 
the new boys been few and fa r between. If they had had no unusual 
gifts there would have been no point in introducing them. 

Before St , Frank' s came into the picture , two characters , whose 
names spelt adventuro, made their appearance , Lord Dorriemoro and 
Uml.osi were introduced to us as old friends of Nelson Lee in Oo. 105, 
"The Ivory · Seekers , " Every year afte r this, when the SUCl!!Klr holidays 
came roum , we vere sure to find Lord Dorriemore inviting a number of 
Re~ovites to share some exciting adventures vith him. 

The sto ry of hov Nelson Lee and !lipper decided t o go to St , 
Frank ' s is well known, but for the benefit of any liho are notfamili:ir 
with tho story , this, bri efly , is what happened: 

During a visit to Alrerica on the track of a criminal Lee was 
forced to join a Chinese sec ret society , the fu Chov Tong, One of tbc 
rule s of the Tong vas that , should he attempt to escape , he would bs 
branded os a tr aitor, Hovever, after several narrov escapes from 
dcnth , Leo managed to r eturn to Il,gland, where neith er he nor Nipper 
wru, safe . Tho pair buried th emselves a t St, Frank' s College urrler the 
guise of Mr. Alvington , housemaster of the Ancient House, an! Dick 
Bermett of the Rerove. 

In that story , No. 112, we met a number of charac ter s , nearly 
all of whom became famous and remained in the narrative wtil the e."Ml. 
These were Hand.forth and his chums, Church an! McClure ; Tregell is­
West, Watson, Mlwood, Bell , Gullive r, Christine , York , Talmadge and 
Teddy Long, all of the Remove. Morrow was the only seni or featured , 
though a brief r.iention was made of Fenton, the school captaiil . 

llhm Nipper arrived , t he College House was t op dog, the Ancient 
House being in a poor state . fullvood , then a complete rascal, was 
captain of the Ancient House Remove, while Bob Christian vas form 
captain . After numerous sti rr ing adventures , Nipper became captain 
of the Anicent House juni ors and of the Reoove. 

The first new boy after Nipper was an American, Justin B, Farman 
(No. 114) who played his par t in some -,ntertaining stories , and then 
in No. 132, we were introduced t o Cecil De Valerie, at first a coo,pl ete 
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scamp, possessed of an ungovemab l s t emper. 

Sassue Yakama, t he Japanese boy, arrived in the next isaue . He 
W!lB a l ikeable characte r, but never played a prominent part in t he 
st ori es afte r his initial appearan ce. 

A few weeks later we met that original cre11ti on Tom Burt on , 
othe rwis e known as "The Bo' sun", whose naut ical mode of speech mde 
hin th e but t of such fe ll ows as Fullw ood and Co, 

No, 143 marked th e in tro duc ti on of th e boys of t he River House 
School, ,mo nppe ared in the st ori es f requently until the end . On one 
occasio n t hey had a s tory lll l to themselves , in an --early Schoolb oys • 
Own. 

His Gr ace , th e Duke of Somert on , ca:,e lll ong in No. 166 , and he 
sur el y , must have been the t1ost untidy and t m most origin al duke in 
fiction. 

Reggi e Pitt, one of the most popular oharacters of all, made his 
debut in No. 170. The "Serpen t " was the l.D.lSavoury ni ckname which he 
earn ed f or himse lf very soon , and the s tories of hi s reformation were 
to ld in unforge tt nble styl e . J ack Grey, "1 0 came t o St . Fr ank ' s as 
J ack Mason in !lo. 178 , did lllUCh to bring about t he change of hear t in 
the "Serpent_., and ot t he end of a very sa tisfying series we learned 
that Mason was r eall y the son of Si r Crawford Grey. 

Those tsrrib l e twin s , Nicodemus and Cornelius Tro twood Can>J 
along in No. 187 . Nicodemus , with hi s r emarkabl e memory and hi s 
ventriloquism, pl ayed a larger part than the deaf Cornelius, but neit her 
was over very prominent. 

Fatty Littl e arrived nearly a year l ater , jus t in time to join 
th e j uni or s in the ir b~ut against Mr. Hartin, Unlik e hi s 
fOI!IOUS cont empor ary , Billy Bunmer, he was a t once a grea t f avourite 
with his schoolfellows, alth ough hi s appe t i t e was something they could 
never understand . Ji. good cook , and a decent f e ll ow in every wey , he 
soon to ok n prominent part in the f am ' s activities . Later , he gained 
r enown as the goalkeeper fo r the West House Eleven , 

And so t hey came, standing t he te s t of ti me, and. winning t heir 
plac es in the wamest spots of our memori es , How pl easan t it i s to 
live again , with the n , t heir exciting adventures , th e ir hopes and 
disappo int.ients, their ups and downs , in t he halcyon corrid or s of 
yeste r year . 

* *** ............ ~ ...... 
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