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Cfiair 
THE WHO' S WHO. "The idea of the separate Who' s Who i s br ill iant," 
wrote Harry Broster , the Secretary of the Midland Club - and Harry's 
sen t iment s have been echoed by scores of reader s who have written to 
us during the pas t month, 

So far , in fac t, there has been only one dis sentien t voice . The 
Rev. A. G. Pound write s un: "I lmow you won't mind my mentioning i t, 
but I am one of th ose who would prefer th e Coll ecto r s • Who ' s Who t o be 
part of the Annual. I have al ways re garded it as an essential and 
attractive part of the Annual . " We fu ll y unde r stand the Rev . Pound •s 
r eactions , and we ore grateful t o him for the lo yal suppo rt he is 
nevertheless giving the now venture . 

Compl eted questi onnaire s have showered into this office , but 
th ere are still many more t o come. If you have not yet completed 
yours and r eturned it , pl ease do so NOW. We want t o be abl e to 
present th e most useful and compr ehensive lit tle booklet possible , and 
we can only do thi s with your backing . If you ar e a r eade r of t he 
C. D. , you should appear in the Who's Who. Don' t miss the ch ance by 
ne gl ecting t o r eturn your form. 

TOU:H YOUR TOES, C.D.! The C.D. has been giv en twelve of the best 
across th e Blakiana portion of its anatomy ; t he wielder of the birch 
we.s the Sex ton Bl &.e Library , personified in the famous author , Mr . 
Martin Thomas, who reads th.is magazine in the spare moments he has 
between writing first-<:lass Sexton Bl ake stor i es . 

Three whole columns of small print , headed "The Quick am t he 



-----·---- --- - 68------- ------ --Dead" are devoted , in S.B.L. No. 445, to a vigorous at tack on Bl.akiana . 
The gist of the complaint is tha t our popular Colum deals vi th tho 
ancient history of Sexton Blake and his chroniclers , to the almost 
total exclusio n of con si deration for the present-day Sexton Dl &ke 
Library . 

Mr . Thomas write s : "At best , a n""comer would gain the impression 
that no Blake s torie s published since the war have been worthy of dis­
cussion . Here is the Blake saga , revitalised and flourishing , with 
great t hings ahead, attractiJl8 ne11 readers . On sampling the c .D., 
those new read ers f:i.rd a feature immersed in th e ranote past, virtually 
oblivio us of the Blake of the pres ent and future . " 

Mr. T:10m.as also asks a question, ard answers it : 0 To a newcomer, 
what i s there in t!E C.D. to Sllg8<!St tmt th e Sexton BJ.aka Library is 
even still in existence? ONLY tho se llhle revi ews by Walte r 'i ebb . " (TIE 
capita l letters are ours , ) 

The Collecto r • s Dig,,st is by no means out of sympathy 11i tll the 
vi e'WS expressed by Hr. Thoms . We concede that t!Ere is truth in his 
argumen ts . Since his cr iticism appeared we have receiv ed many l e tters 
on the subject from rood ers - sane , but not all, fully agreeing with 
his comments . It is, perhaps , fai r to add that be tween the beginning of 
December Md mid-FebIUazy, well over a thousand letters arrived at this 
office , and not more than one or two contained my cri t:iciSCt of Blakiana. 

lie llSSIIX'O our r eaders that it is not ed1 torial pol!.cy to neglect 
tho modem Blake , or to discourage exchan&es of opinions on the present 
Sexton Blake Librscy . We are delighted th at Blake is still wit h us , 
and hope that he vill al ways be with us . Time l!l£IY !>ring the C. D. a new 
sec t ion - the 110DER.'i BLAKE. llothing would ploas e us more than to be 
able to pre1Jent it . But we a.,k all to re:iember that t!E C. D. bas to 
cate r for a m,111ber of tastes and interests . \li tb sc ant regard for 
economy , and notwithstanding th e financial situation, every i ssue of 
t he C .D . has been enlarged by FOUR PAGES since December , but we still 
seem to be in the posit io n of trying to got a quart into n pint mug. 
The amount of space we can devote to Bl ake is limited . 

It i s inevitable, when cri tici9111 of this type is felt nece ssazy, 
that smeone• s feelingl! arg hurt . lie fee l it app ropriat e , at this 
s tago , to pay tribute to our distinguished contributor, JOSIE PACXMAN, 
whose devoti on and loyn]. ty to Sexton Blake and to thi s c.,gnz ine can 
never be in question . Josie has worked and is working , tirelessly and 
w,selfishly . Her trojan effo rts down the yoors have givm joy and 
pleasure to coun tl ess r eade r s , and me is <Peered of our grnti tude and 
w,d erstanding . 

And the .Editor , as he wri8gles under th e weals of casti.8ation 
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which have joined the cradle marks of editorship on his tmder hind ­
quarters , promises r eade r s that he int mds, as he always has intended, 
t o "do right " by the modern Blake . :f ~ Z, ~ 

********•·························· GET llE1L SOON, DOU WEBSTER. Don Webster, the popular chairl?lan of the 
Merseyside Club , has underg one an operati on , run is in hospi t al. We 
wish him a very speedy recovery, and look forward t o seeing our friend 
his ___ old _ .. cheery ... se lf __ again . ................... - ................................................................................ ., .. ., ............... ., ............ . 
DEREX ADLEY. Derek Adley• s mother passed away early in February. On 
behalf of its readers, thi s cu,gazine extends its deepest sympathy to 
Derek in his bereavement . 
'' '''"" ""'' "''"""'"'"" '""'"' " ''""'''""'""""'"'""""''" '"""'"' '"N ... 1 .... , ...... ,,.,.,. .... , ..... ,..,. .. ,,. ... .,. ....... , .... ,- , .. , .. , . .,,,,,,..,,.,,,,,,..,,.,,,.,,,,,,,.,.,,.,,, .. ,.,, .. ,,, .. 

MR. R. RAWSi'ORNE of "Whitecroft ", i·ianor Avenue, Fulwood, Preston is 
anxious to obtain a copy of "The Boys• Leader" llo . 1, issued by 
Pearson • s about 1903. Can M;J r eader help him? ......... , ....................... ., ....... , .. ,,,.,,, ... .,, ..................................................... ,, ..................................................................... ., ...................................... .. 
r/Al!TED: Sexton Blake Li brary - 1st series: 11 , 17, 37, 105, 109, 111 , 
198 , 20 1, 219. 2nd series: 293, 296, 306, 422 , 474, 495, 520 , 667, 
Boy' s Friend Library - 1st se ri es: 10 , 68, 102, 105, 107, 165, 229, 
246; 669. 2nd series: 396 . Union J ack : 689, 690 , 691, 693, 695, 70,?, 
~ . ~ . m . m , m,m , m,m,m , n~m . m , m , ~. 
752, 1041, 1064, 1098, 1388, 1390 . 
MRs ... ,,J • __ PACK!UN_. ... 21 .. ARCHD/.LE _RO;J), __ FJ>.sr DUIMICH,_ LOlfDON, _s. w.22, __ .. 

\·/A.'ITED: GE1'lS: 313, 314, 315, 319, 320, 321, 322, 356, 358, 359, 376, 
385 , 386 , 3ITT, 392, 457, 459, 493, 773, 935, 946, 950, 951, 953, 954, 
~.~ . •.m.m,m.~.M . M, m , m . m.m , m , 
1116, 1126, 1129, 1133. MllGNETS: 45, 52, 134, 136, 138 , 141, 195, 
205, 238 , 277, 318, 319 , 325 , 344, 345, 346, 347, 353, 357, 358 , 386, 
388, 389, 400, 411, 114, 649, 111, 119, 152, m, 009, 834, 849, 850, 
856, 858 , 863, 862, 864, 865, 866, 868, 900, 921, 924, 925, 935, 936, 
940, 942, 943, 944, 946, 948, 949, 950, 951, 954, 955, 958, 965, 967, 
988, 996. POPIJilulS: 370, 385 , 390, 396, 398, 452 , 455, 461, 466, 474 • 
. IBIC_ FAYNE .. "EXCEIBIOR ... HOUSE'' ... GROVE,,,ROAD, ... SURBITON_,.,, SURREY• .. ., ................. - ......... . 
Wll/TED URGENTLY: the following Boys ' Friend Libraries, 1st series , 
Nos. 670, 721 (Haygarth School s tories by Jack Nort h), also Nos. 745, 
753, 757 and 761. 
W. H. BRosrFR, PRIMROOE COTTI.GE, STONE Llu'IE, KINVER, STOURBRIDGE, WORCS. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHill E PACK!'.AN 

?7 J.rchlale Roed 1 East Dulwich 1 London, S. E.22 . 

We do not oft en have th e pleasure of seeillg Sextcn Blake on the 
film s , and it is f or thi s reason that "Murder At Site Three" r ecently 
rele a sed , merits n special review in t he pages of Blald ana . I am 
theref ore l ea ving out the title s and wthors of the Sexton Bl ake 
Library thi s month end am giving over the space to a young, but keen , 
new member of the Sexton Blak e Cir cle . I "" quite sure you will a ll 
~e tha t Keith Chapman has made an excellent job of thi s revie w. 

Next month, of course, we shall cont inue our informative and 
enlightenillg lists of auth ors and titl es of t he Sexton Blake Library, 
and as we progre ss you will fini th e revelations mor e ani more 8111'­

prisillg. JOSI E P AlXIWI 

* • •• * 
CE!mJRY MAKrnS 

(And a few other intere s tillg s t atis tics) 
By WJJ,TER WEBB 

INST/,LHINT TWELVE . ............................... _ _ .. _ ___ ,._ ________ ERA OF THE REPRINTS 

With the much l amented demise of t he U.J . earl y in 1933 , one or 
two queries rege,:ding that pape r in rehtion to these record s were 
answered. For example , Teed ' s yearly output of 21 stories attained 
in t he year 1923 remained unbeaten , and, with n total of 201 contri ­
butions, Teed al so finished with the highest a.!81'egate , easily ben t bg 
II. Murrey Graydon •s total of 140 (appro x ,) s tories , t hough it l ooked 
likelY' that t he lat t er would hold the distin ction of being the only 
author to achieve th e doubl e of 1CXJ st or ies fo r bot h U.J. and S.B.L . , 
since Teed at t ha t time st ill needed to write a furfu er 30 nove l s for 
the S. B.L. to follow Suit. Authors >ho wrote 50 and mor e Blake 
s tories for the U. J . during it s long history numbered 9, and t hese , 
inclu dillg Graydon senior and Teed, were made up a s follows: Mark 
Darran , Mark Osborne , Andrew Murray , Fdwy Searl es Brooks , Anthony 
Skene , Gil bert Cheste r and Gwyn Evans. Two cont ri butors , Cecil Hayte r 
ani Lewis J ackson , jus t failed to accomplish this feat, whil st in 
Robert Murray ' s case it i s possib l e t hat he did actuall y j oin his 
fath er and G. _H. Teed in wri ~~ 100_Blalre s t ori es for the U.J.:.,. for 
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I ' ve a strong theory that he coillllenced his career with Sexton Blake 
earlier than 1916, the year in which "The Detective ' s Ordeal " generally 
supposed to be his first effo r t , was r eleased. Excluding his re­
wri t ten Confede ra t ict1 stories in 1931-3 , and tre "ghosted " productions 
in the same series, circa 1925-6 , Robert Murray fini shed up with a 
total of 95 tales at least . The other Murray - !mrew and no relation, 
was al so unfortunate in missing his century , fo r, with his score stand ­
ing a t 93 , de ath in th e fonn of paralysis cut short his caree r. 

Destined to write prolifically fo r severl years to come, (93) 
JOHN G, BRANDON came with the reputation of being a top writer , but I 
found his stories somewhat dull am considered that at no time did he 
give Bla...:e of his best except, perhaps, in his first two or three con­
tributi ons . Al though not an Australian like tre previously mentioned 
aut hor , John G. Brandon spent many years in that country and besides 
being a successfu l ploywri€h t also gained recognition as a useful 
boxer . Buil t on very solid lines , broad of shoulder and deep of chest , 
Brandon • s hobby a t the time he was engaged in turning out his Bw.ke 
novels was the t of pigeon fancier, and he was to wri. te an S .B.L. around 
t hat particuL'll' theme in the very near future , As a foil to Blake he 
conceived a. very lik eable char acte r in the Hon. Ronald Sturges Vereker 
Purvale - R. S.V.P. for brevity - world - trave lling he-<nall, a characte r 
with whom the :,uthor had no l ittle in common. 

The only other newcomer in 1933 was 44 year old ( 94) rnANK 
LELL&'ID. Born 1st July , 1889 . a t Hillingdon , Midd lesex , and a fmous 
writer, he bega.'1 his professional career at the age of 17. For th e 
new DE'fWl'IVE WEXLY he wrote and sub mit ted a story of Blake entitled 
"The Singing Clue" and , not wishing his real Il!llle, A. M. Burrage , to be 
disclosed, submitted it under the aforeme ntioned pseu donym. For t he 
long extinct TRIUMPH LIBRARY, published by Hendersons and which had a 
very short life, running to 18 issues only , A.M. Burrage wrote stories 
around a schoolboy characte r named Tufty in 1900 , and such was their 
appeal that they were reprinted a fe w years late r , and, in one instance 
a t le ast, are still be ing sought after t oday. 

With new au thors being con t inually in t roduced into a Blake market 
which was dwindling rapidly, i t was only natural that the old -t ime re 
should find themselves crowded out, and Blake f ans who had enjoyed 
reading th e exploits of th eir 01,n part icular f e.vouri te character, or 
characters , at r egular i ntervals in the U.J ., could not be expected to 
t ake kindly t o th e innovations, particularly as , in most cases, the y 
did not measure up to the ab ility of the old guard . 

(95) GERALD M. BOWMAN and (96) GEORGE E. ROCHESTER made their 
initial appearances in the P"8"S of D.W. in successive weeks and were 
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qui~ fo llowed by (97) ROLAND HO'iARD. The Miile of ( ~) LOOIS BRI'!TAIIY 
which appeared in the D. Weekly in Mey concealed tlr identity of none 
othe r than G. B. Teed, t hough why the story "Murd er by Magic" should 
have been Jlllblished under a pen-name i s one of th ose incompr ehensi bl e 
happenings that have occurred quite freq um tly in th e papers of th e 
past, the only f act emerging with any cl earn ess being in t he reas on far 
too choice of Brittany as a pseudonym , fo r Teed lived for many yea.rs on 
th at grim , deso l ate , though picturesque, promont ory of t he Atl an tic . 
The autho r' s st ar, perhap s , was waning , as that of the D.W. most cei"­
tainly was judging by th e signs of unrest in the c omposition of i ts 
c onten ts , and i t i s certainly not wit hout its significance that Teed ' s 
M!lle was only t o appear twice more as autho r of an ori ginal Blake · 
st ory in its pages . Lik e Grcydon senior and seve ral others befo r e him, 
G. H. Teed had become o vic tim of a r apidly changing wor ld of thrille r 
fiction r eaders , who wer e da:nandi.ng sooething new in technique , some­
t hing which Blake ' s sponso r s seemed disinclined t o grant them, or so i t 
seemed , for in the lat e. summer of 1935 Blake's star in - s o-f ar as t he 
D. W. was conce rn ed ceased even to flick er, and so ended a weekly :run 
lasting over 11 period of 30 )ears. 

!nd if in too S .B. L. t he si tua t ion was not so disas tro us , it was 
c ertainly not very re ass uring fo r in 1934, instead of getting th e 
usual yearly quota of 4$ original nove ls . we only hnd 37, th e remaining 
11 being r eprints , all of Pi erre Quiroul ~•s pas t s t ories. No weekly 
ration of Blake an:i a redu ction of nearly 25% in t he monthly. An 
ominous sign , and , however one l ooked at it , th3: inf'erenco was that 
Blake was f as t l osing his appeal . 

On t he 19th April , 1935 Mark Osborne , a s talYart of the pink­
covered U.J . days , died at his home in Southend with 97 Sexto n Blak e 
sto ri es to his credit. At one time it looked as if he would reach hi s 
century with ease , for by 1922 he had contributed 72 sto ri es ; but in · 
th e 13 year interval between tha t year and his death he could IllBl1age 
only a further 25 - not quite two a year - ard so lost t he opportunity 
of joining t he select little band of cen tury -make rs. 

(99) BRUCE CHAV:ERTON, a well - known CBtfl.5 autbo r under his own name 
of Fred Gordo n Cook, was another dabutan te in the D.ll. in 1934, es . was 
al so ( 100) GID. D. WOODMAN; then , in 1935, witb the Blake sto ri es 
being shortened to allo w room fo r a secom l ong , complete no·,el, to be 
inserted , (101) ANTHONY FORD arrive d , soon followed by an author named, 
or pen-named, ( 102) TilANCIS BruNT, 

In the S.B.L. the same pattern was f ollowed as in the pr evio us ,ear , 
a reprinted novel at th e r ate of nearl y one a month, the r emainde r 
original sto rie s . Only one newcomer this year , but quite a famou s one , 
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for in August, to swell our Bank Holide.y reading, (10}) JOBII BUllTffi 

oommencod what was to transpire a twenty-<Jdd year associa t ion ri t h the 

Library. He commenced his career oome 22 years earlier in the pages 

of Cl!Ul~ whm it was being lUII w,der the editorship of Val ter Ne,..an 

Flower . 
The end of the year sa w three more au thors nearing thair 

centur ies and Teed but a bow,dary hit away fro:n his thi rd hundred , the 

detail s being as set down bel ow: 
G. H. Teed (296); Gilbert Chester (128); Anthony Skene (121); 

Robert Murray (10'3); Gwyn Evans (99); Mark Osborne (97) ; illan 

Blair (96) ; E. S. Brooks (95); Coutts Brisbane (85); Lewis Jackson 

(63) , 
With both Chester and Skme in c lose pursuit of the honour of 

achieving tho third highest aggregate of Blake stories a t pr esen t 

held by the late Andrew Hurray with a total of !65 contributions , t.be 

situation was very interesting to say th e least, though wit h such a 

limited market for their stories the task before the m appeared very 

formida ble ind eed . 
A reducti on in the number of reprints is to be f ound in the 1936 

programe of S, B.L. novels, which year produced two new contributors, 

the 47 year old (104) l'oAURICE BUXTOtl DIX in March , and ( 105) MARTIN 

rnAzm in April. Born in London in 1889 , Dix wrote only five Blakes , 

into the c,ajori ty of which he introduced an ai.nnan-<:rook naced Punch 

Bonnett . 
Faced with his leanest year since 1905, the Blake contributo r 

was fin:ling it no ea,sy a:atter to sell his stories of the famous 

character; Det ective Weekly was now a closed shop and the S. B.L. 

was continuing its polic y of reprinting and modemising old stories . 

Yet 1936 and the years following it up to th e outbreak of the second 

world war was t o see the appearance of severe! new and popular 

writers congroea ted beneath the Bl ake banner • • • • •• 

• • • • • • • • • 
MURDIB AT SITE T:Il\EE 

(The New Sexton Bl~:c film) 
By KEITH CRAPMA.'I 

At last it has been relea sed ! 
Tho new Sexto n Blake film was made at Bray Studios in late 

SUIIller 1958, end is , according to the credit titles , a Francis Earle 

Production prcsmted by Regal International, The stars are Geoffrey 

Toone , Barbara Shelley and Jill Halford; the story is based on v. 
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S.B.L. No. 400 in June, 1956. "Based" perha ps isn ' t quite tho right 
word - "derived" mi;iht be better .. .. · 

II ardour Street, for r easons best kno"'1 t o itself , seoos to have 
given th e pages of the origin al story a "Chin eso shuffle " a."ld when col>l.n& 
to ro-assembling the pack , to have foum that it had unfortunate l y lost 
a large percentage of th e cards in the process . 

llhat a great comfort it must be t o l'.r. Bokor to be able to say: 
"It wasn ' t like this in tho book!" For in Paddy Manning O' Brine ' s 
film scri pt, the happeninas are unoriginal and the plo t is absurdly 
thin, whil e sooe of the book ' s cost exci t1ng scenes, ruch as the 
trapping of Blake end Paula in the garage fire, have been coc,pl etely 
overlooked . Iii th Brita.in •s cinemas half-emp ty , I ooppose the reason 
for these particular sho rtcomings is economic . If the film can be 
only of approximately an hour ' s length , the plot must neces sarily be 
siJ::plified , while the s t ag1ng and filming of a mock fire is both a 
difficult and an expeosi ve business . 

But then, were faults which ~ould have been rectified at no 
extra cost , and theref ore cannot be excus ed. 

For instance , I could not suppress a groan on see1ng Bl,w:e • s 
Bentley . Instead of being a silvel'-grey Continental model , this was 
a shnbby , open car which looked well on its way to becoming a veteran . 
Then then, was Bld<e ' s office . Three brief shots we bad of it all 
made it appear incomprehensibly cr=,>cd and dingy . Though perhaps 
minor de tai ls bot h the se th ings c011Sed ce annoyance. 

As the modern Blake , Geofmy Toone was faultless in appearance , 
dnlss and action . Be was the new Bloke come to life . I did not, how­
ever , lik e the interpretaticri of eithe r Tinker of Paulo Dano. 

To my distaste , Tinker was in many r espects not the junio r 
partner but still th e boy assistant. He was not adul t enough :IJl his 
comments, behaviour or outlook. 

As Paula Dme , Jill Melford was hmdicapped from the s tart by the 
fact t hat she does not physically n, sea,ble the pictures of Paul a by the 
S .B.L . artists or th e pictorial impression I have gained of Paula from 
th e text . Miss Melford seemed at t imes to bo using an affected accent , 
and to find difficulty in controlling t.be modul ation of her voice . 

The fil.m-<nskers seEl!o to hsve almost tumed Paula into a sort of 
female Watson , and in the Berkeley Square office scene, to have used 
her a.s a foil to demonstrate Blake ' s cedicinal knowledge . They offer , 
too , a gross insul t to thi s resourceM young lady ' s intelligence, 
whm , quite early :In the film , soo fails t o r ecognise and neglects to 
inform Blake until the following day - snd ttien in a casual , acci dental 
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manner - cf the significant ard dangerous remarks of the doped 
Hennesey . 

A performance I thought partic ularly good was that of Barbara 
Shelley as Susan Marlow; a far C>Ore experienced actress than Ji ll 
Melford, or so it would seem . I cannot help thinking that iI her 
colo uring were fairer , she would have been ideally cast as Paula Dane. 

During these past fe w years, through the medium of the S .B. L., 
a convincing picture of Blake , his friends and surroundings has been 
built up by the wri t e rs of the New Order. These men hav~ taken grea t 
pains to see that there is no incon sis tency in even the tiniest detail. 
Wrote Jack Trevor Story i n the S. B. L. "Mailbag" " ••• • when dealing 
with Blake and Co. I find myself continuously a.-are ths t I am tre ading 
on sacred ground." I f ee l , ther efo re , t hat when this picture is pre­
sented inaccurately , it is inc ons id erate to the writers who have 
worked with such meticu l ous care in orde r t o ple ase us . For we a.re 
disillus io ned, and so the cnre they have taken has been in vain . 

It is for th ai; reason t l:nt t his review has dealt mainl y with 
f e.ul t s . They are th e things which ma.de t he deepes t impression on me. 
Aa minor as mariy inaccuracies might be , they shout out at the Blak e 
enthusiast and leave him deaf to th e praisewo rtcy points of the film, 
despite th e fact that the se are as equally nuocrous. 

It is mn y years since Sexton Blake l ast appear ed on the cin ema 
screen and it is good to see him th e re again ; perhaps it is a s ign 
that he lms begun to r ecov er th e position he once held of being tho 
most popular de t ective in fiction . 

............... ***************************** 
~ The Popular - 127-135 , 137 , 138, 141-1 45, 147- 159, 161-1 63 , 
166 , 169- 171, 174-1 84, 18 '>- 188 , 190, 191, 193- 201, 203- 205 , 207-2 11, 
220-229 , 231 , 311 , 313, 314, 316-31 8, 320-322 , 325- 334, 336- 343, 345-
347, 349 , 350, 352- 357, 359-161 , 380, 381, 38&-398, 404, 406 , 411-415, 
418 , 428 , 449, 451, 452 , 454-456, 459-463 , 465, 466 , 469-488 , 499 , 518, 
544, 545, 547-55 1, 556- 558 , 560-566, 568-571, 572, 577 , 578, 581, 591 , 
596- 599 . s.o.Ls - 60, 6s • 
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~: Any Nelson Lee Libraries prior to 1926. Your price given . 
A. G. DAVIDSOll, ESQ .. , 193, Rii.E ST, NORTH FI'IZRC'Y, MELBOURIIE, 
AUSTRJ..LIJ,. Hoping with thanks • 

. 10/- El,CH OFFIBED for "Schoolboys ' Owns" 169, 171 . Copy of "F i lm Fun" 
with Charlie Chaplin on cover, 

.. ~! .... ~~~~lN ' .... 53 ... l(h.LL,'.SEY .. P!JlK, ... OLDPARK. ROAD, BELFI.ST • .... 14 . ...... _ ..... _ .. _ 
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CALLING ALL "MAGNETITF,S" TO JOIN UP WITH-

~ GRDfRIARS G.u1K 

HAMIL TONIANA 
"BACK TO BUNT!lU.AND /ilID DA!S 

NI! Ft.r.OUS GRE'tFRil.RS." 

The following is m extract !rom an art ic le, umer the nbove 
title, which appeared r ecen tly in the Melbourne paper "The Age". \11·Ht An 
by Manuel Gclf'.an, the ar tic le was sen t to us by To.: Dobson. 

What vas the secre t of t he "Kagnet I s" S11Ccess? 11"11, first of 
a ll , Frank Richaros could tell a rattling good s tory. His pl ot s were 
inte resting and novel , they were milked rith originality and imagin ­
at ion, he had an extraordinary feeling f or jus t what appealed t o th e 
schoolboy ' s s mse of excitement and fun and justice , for just vhat 
japes an:! puns am slapstick humour the r eader vould enjoy. 

He had first- r ate capacity to describe exciting or h=ous 
inci dent s , ond even to analyse characte r at a young read er' s l eve l. 
Act ion , once t he pl ot vas lallllched , arose pretty well from charsct.c r. 
The a,glish used was clear , gramcatically and sty l istically correct , 
and the lMgusge well-<lh osen . Arn the characters lived so tha t , depos­
ited sudd enly by Greyfr iars , we would have immediately felt at home 
vi th everything and everyone we met. 

'ii th that r ich group of characters clearly in our cwxls, the r &­
mainde r was comparative ly simpl e. The autho r just needed a good novel 
thread of story and the n there was pleasure enough in watching the se 
familiar, colourf'ul. figure s reacting . 

But perhaps what subconsciously appealed t o us th en, am certainly 
appe als to us now, was t hat here in Greyfriars School was that Utopia 
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for which we al l l ong and which we know we will never find , After 
"Magnet" days , we met adult life with its illness end war end death, 
its bitter struggle fo r surviva l and success , wher e t ha criminal 
action or neen trick often is not only unpuni shed but frequently 
apparently r ewarded . 

At Greyfriars we look back on a wor ld of per fect justice, of 
reward for virtue and certain punishment for only delibe r ate misde ed; 
a world ruled by a deity (th e Head) - infallib l e . slow to anger , who 
insured in his universe that everything would always tum out rig ht in 
the en d, despite incidental mishap or injustice . 

!low if you regard this unrealistic literature as unhealthily mis­
leading for youngstorS, raay I recommend instead a good modern illustr ­
ated comic for facing th e r ea lities of life , for weighing peopl e in the 
balance a'ld finding them wanton , Before me I have a really juicy one -
a rich compound of Sadism , Sex and Slang , 

Here t here is no question of subtl e characte ri sation . The hero 
is a tough end far from law-abiding private de tec~i ve - t ough in body, 
to ugh in mind , tough with criminals, and, in particular, tough with 
dames , on whom he walks out Sl!IUgly just when t hey want to melt into 
his arms. 

No nonsense here about ideal justice; dea t h strikes virtuous 
and wicked alike , Her e gun an:! fist rule supraI1e, I stopped counting 
after reaching 40 pictures illustra tir .g viole nt action . 

This is the life, I know; this is hard r ea lity, this is truth -
not the sham wor ld, the iooke-believe world of Greyfriars School and 
Billy Bunter . Neanwhile , let me just glance again through ,oy "fo gnet" 
and "Gee" am r eturn , if momentarily , to that oasis of happiness and 
justice in a sad world , 

* * • .. * 
"BILLY BONTIB' S MYSTIBY CIJRIST!1AS" 

Readers will be interested t o know that t he above play , wr itten 
by Maur ice lfoLoughli n , and produced at the Palace Theatre , London , on 
27th December , 1958, has now been published by Messrs. Sru:ruel French 
Ltd ., end is avai l able for producti on by amateur societies . Reader s 
can oroe r a copy of the play, price 5/-, from any booksellers . A most 
interesting souvenir of the first Billy Bunte r stage play. 

GI LBERT WAS INDIGNt.NT. (lie don • t wonder! ) 

Alen Stewart sends us the following tit-bit . During t he " Round 
Britain Quiz" on t he radio in mid- February , one of the ques tio ns was 
"If Bill y was talking to Harry, Bob, Frank and Inky , what was Ink's 
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name?" Dennis Brogan came straight out with the corn,ct ans wer, but 
Herbe rt Phillips had neve r read tre Magnet. Gilbert Harding was most 
indignan t. "Never read about Greyfri.ars?" he snapped. nThat's some­
thing you mould r ect ify r~t away. Frank Richards is still writi ng." 

SHIIllllll? BILLY BUNTER ON IllDEPE?IDWT TELEVISION 

A little girl sent Bruce Forsyth a poem which introduced our fat 
old friend, Billy Bunter, Mr. For syth read it out during the perfo:nn­
ance of Sumay Nigh t at the London P::.J.bl.ium on Feb1"1181'y 6th. The 
follo wing week, m another edition of the same show, Mr. Forsytt, had 
some more jolly things to sey about Bunter . 

It may be interesting to no t e that the Palladium Show of Feb . 
6th had the highest audience rating of rmy T. V, s how for tilat week. 
Trust Billy Bunte r t o be in on something big . 

* • * • * 
LEI'' S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

(In this series, Eric Fayne t ouches on certain matters of interest to 
students of tre Hamilton papers . He gives his own views superficially . 
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions on the topics re 
discusses , be will summarise readers I views in n future i ssue . ) 

llo , 36. Tl!A!IKS FOR TBE ME110RY 

E. r,. Remarque wrote the f ollowing: "To forget is ihe secret of 
eternal yruth. One grows ol d only through memory. There ' s much too 
little forge tting.• 

Such a thought is somewhat startling , for our entire movement 
is sure ly based on remembering. Does it mean that every Gem we read 
brings an e:rtra furrow to our aged brows? Is each Rookwood story a 
st epping stone to the bath-<>bair? Have all our whi t e hairs got Grey­
fr i ars stamped on their r oots? Each time we l ook back, do we die a 
little? 

I have heard it suggested that this hcbby keeps us young . Does 
it? Remarque m:ight claim that it mere l y deadens our sense of tb e 
passing years. We don 't notice them go - but they go, just the same. 

Some years ago, whoo a case was put forward for the re-publica ­
tion of the Magnet, the appeal was dismissed with the scomful comment 
"The only people who want it are nostalgic adul t s.• 

Nostalgia sounds such a nice word. To spend a nosta],lic hour 
bef ore the fire, with a volume of Gros or Magnets , scums blissful. 
But, accot'ding t o the dictionaries, nostal&ia is "melancholia" or 

... "morbid ... memory · .'' ...... I\ .is .. a .. disturbing thcugbt , •. if we .. take .. it .seriously. 
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Mere collect or s may be immune. The icy finge r of time may pass 

them i f they collect for the sal<e of collecting . A gentleman who 
wrot e to me re cen t ly collects cheese l abe ls. The man who makes the 
club ' s etched glasses coll ects bee r- bottle labels. Sure l y th ere can 
be no nos tal gia in t he coll ection of label s . 

But those of us who wri te f or the C .D. had be t te r have a care. 
Maybe, as we peer into th e past fo r inspiration , Old Father Time is 
sharpening his scythe . And thos e who read the C. D, are warned , Too 
frequen t dipping in t o our pages may put beyond the dippe r s' re ach t he 
chance of eternal youth . Or maybe i t's to o late , even now, 

i few weeks ago the London O.B. B.C. decided to res tri ct it s dis­
cussions and competiti ons t o papers published not late r than 1940 . 
Can it be th at t he member s do not real ise the ris k t hey ar e nmning of 
premature ol d age descen ding on t hem ov er night? 

No doubt Remarque was t hinking of people who broad wit h the id ea 
that the be s t is past , and who fi nd no worth in the pr ese nt and li ttle 
hope f or ttie future. Or we ~h t agre e that it is wearying to remem­
ber our rent and rat es and inc or.te tax - and evm. our C .D. subs . It 
~ht be easy to keep our yout h by shirking our responsibili t ies al ­
togeth er , and by f orget t ing ou1" duties to mankind in general . 

I' m inclined t o think th at Remarque was t alking through his hat , 
I can ' t believe that rememberin/; the Gem, the Magnet , the Nel son Lee, 
and the Union Jack is going t o hasten the departure of what is l ef t 
of youth. If it does , i t' s a. ple asant wey to grow old . 

It ' s j us t my poin t of view. llhat •s yours? 

* * * • • 
COOTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No, 33, STRAWS I!i THE WIND 

BASIL ADAM write s : "I think it true t o sey that usual l y it is poss i ble 
to obtnin an insigh t of an aut hor ' s out loo k of life through his books, 
The vor ks of Sore rs et !1aughml , Bernard Shaw and H, G. Well s are 
cyn i ca l, so one could not expect th ese pe ople t o have deep religi ous 
convictions . 

You have onl y to r ead a few of Frank Richards ' bes t stori es t o 
see that he believes in Christian id ea ls of goodness, honour, chiva l ry , 
and tm br eeding that goes with t he se quali t ies . Horry Wharton is the 
pers onif i cati on of all the se things , 

I t hink Frank Richards f ails in hi s portray ol of Europeans : he 
makes thEID core lik e caricatures . This is a.maz ing fo r someone who 
has t r avelled wide l y in Europ e . 
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However, we must be e t emally grateful to him for keeping alive 

~ll that is best in British tradition." 

J,NTIIONY GLYNN vri tes: "I would say that an autho r can vri te vi th 
"tongue in che,- • and be convincing. A cas e lihich comes t o mind is 
Ethel Mannin ' s novel 'Late llave I Loved Thee .' It was hailed aa a great 
Ca tholic novel, and =Y people thought it mallced Miss 1'"""1ln 1 s rctum 
to th e Catholic faith. Later, however, she made i t cl ear th at she 
was a materialist and likely to remain one . 

Coker I s ra:narks about Americans celebrsting the day they were 
bunked out of the British llipire is quite fatuous and goes on to shov 
t he·; if American hist ory was taught at Greyfriars, it wns t !!ll€ht very 
badly . Let us be patriotic by all means , but let us also be hiatori­
cally accurate . 

Mr. Vernon-Smith ' s fatuous questi on, "What was American push-and­
go doing ,men British enterprise was getting t o Vlrk?" ciight be answered 
with the observati o~ that the United States just didn't exist when 
"Bri ti. ,n enterp ri se " was gettii,g to worlc. 

These empty, biased, alld thol'ffil€hly silly ra:narks concerning the 
United States bel ong to a stereotyped at titude lihich nri8ht have been 
acceptable in the 1920 1 s. Sinc e t hen , let us ra:nember that the peop l e 
of the U. S. 1 when they were not at war and when we were underg oing the 
attentions of th e Luftwaffe , smt us mobile canteens, ambulances , blood 
plasr..a , 'bundle s for Br itain ', food and Eagle Squadron.• 

DON l'!EBSTFR writes: "I don't think one can gl ean many facts froll! an 
auth or' s writings . I think the mj ority of their charact ers are based 
on living persons. In th e case of Charles lla!:tilton we know the origin 
of some of his characters, but I believe he se t Frank N~t as a 
pattern of hi= e lf . As you say , Frank Richards wns patri otic, and very 
tactful regarding Col onials, etc . What a dipl omat or oobassador he 
would have made. On t he other hand, E. S . Brookes quite easily dis­
card s sch oo l stories in favour of aodern det ec tive yarns. Furthenn ore , 
how does one weigh up .JOD0s Hadley Chase - or am I treading on dangerous 
ground?" 

MARGAREr OOOKE writes: ;rr have always f elt th a t writers reveal their 
om charscters in their books. 'rlhat you said of Charles Hamilton could 
al so be said of William Howard Baker , as far as pr i de of rooe, lc)lRlty 
to Quee n and country, and deep religi ous f eeling are concerned . I 
think he is a man who l ooks life in tha face and "'10 tries to under ­
stard his fell ow men. 

Can we jmge Jack T. St ory by his vcrkS'? Is he the eternal j oker, 
'''""' '"' "'" '''"" ''"'"~'""~""'l°'''"''""' "'"H_h_ ,.,,.,,,,.,.,,.,,.,_., ,,,,.,,,,.,,.,,., .... ,,.,.,.,,.,.,,.,, ,.,,.,,,..,_,~H .. H,.,,,.,,,.,., .. , .......... ,,,_ ,,,.,_, __ .,,.,,., __ ,,.,,.,,.,, 
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or o kn~h t tilting his words insteod of lance at -those crsnks and 
potterers whose wei rd creati ons defece the fair name of Art? Was 
he serious or not when he wrote: 'Tink er was giving to pondering o 
good deal on t hose people who seened t o live in the crocls of life -
peop le who seemed to miss reality altogethe r - fiction writers, 
artists, and types of crooners ." ? 

As an ex-artist, I deny the suggestion th at I have missed 
reality or tilat I live in a crack . Lile has had a deeper meaning 
and an added zest, bec aus e I ws an artist . Does J.T.S. f ee l that he 
bas missed the best in life because he iB a writer?" 

(1·:iss Cooke ' s quot at i on i s t aken f rom J . T. St ory ' s S .B.L . 
novel, 0 Invi tat ion t o a Murder. 11

) 

• • • • • 
THREE YEI.FS OF CONTROVERSY 

"Let I s Be Controve r sial• i s three years old with th is issue. 
For thirty-<>ix l ong months th ese articles have come ynm- way , t o 
intere s t, bother , or bore you.. For some reason the series se ems to 
be as popular today as when : :- started , and we do not propose to pen­
si on it off just yet . 

In spite of it s title , ti. a se rie s , with its valuable and las ­
cinating "Fclloes " has :remained kind , crurte ous, and friendly, and we 
have tried ne\"er t o hurt t he feelings of anyone. 

We invite our readers t o smd am tell us which, in their 
opini on, has been the most interesting Controversial , taking into 
consideration als o 1he "Echoes• on the top ic. A BO<K PRIZE will be 
awarded t o th e se nder of tile entry llhich is conside red the best by 
experts . Entri es will be judged by two people unconnected with the 
C.D. Staff . Lite rary quality will not be teken . int o conside r ation , 
but or iginal ity of th ought will . Entries should not exceed 250 words 
and should be marked "Controv ersial". Closing date fo r British I s lae 
reade r s je March 31st. 

A SIDOND BO()( PRIZE will be awarded to the sender of t he best 
entry fr om OVERSEAS. The cl osing date far overs eas readers is 30th 
April. 

lie shall hope t o publish the prize - winning entries in the C .D • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ARE YOU SELLI!iG MAGNE!'S bef ore 1297 , GilS befo re 1290, S. O. L's before 
262 , NELSON LEE' s before 296? 1/ri te, state price. 
J. HUG!illl, 16 NORMAN STREET, E/.ST BRISBANE, AIJS'IRA.Lll. 
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rl e[son Lee Co[umn 
(Conducted by JACK WOOD, 328 Stockton Lane , York. ) 

In the January issue, I warned of ttie apparent lack of interest 
in Lee affairs . There was no immediate respons e - hence the non­
appearanc e of t he familiar Col um las t month, as pressure of ;oork and 
shortage of staf f combine to make thin;;s difficult for ce a t pr esen t. 
However, an old friend , Charl es Churchill , has weighed in with th e 
first of an intriguing se ri es of a:-t icl es 1411ch I ""' sur e will r ouse a 
great deo.l of intere s t and nostalgic enjoyment. 

I ha ve been as ked t o di spose of a large number of liel son Lee 
Librarie s fo r a clien t. If anyone lik es to let me know his needs , I 
will t ry to hel p. The cop ies ar e Sball series and New series , with the 
scho ol sto ri es intact, but Detective Supplancn t s cussing in some cases. 

• * * • * 
FIVE-STARRED SINGLES OF THE NEIBON LEE LIBRARY 

By Chas , Churchill . 

I have picked out six single sto ri es which I thillk are most 
unusual in different ways . I propose to review these in six articles, 
am trust they will be of interes t to Leoites. I have chosen ttire e St . 
?rank ' s and three non-sch ool yarns , and all of the m are oui of t he 
ordinary . 

~ a beginning , I se l ect old series No. 103 , dat ed Mey 26th , 19 17, 
ent itled "The Sheriff of Blazing Gulch" or "Nel son Lee in a liew Rol e ." 
In cha pte r one , Nel son Lee and Nipper are travelling on an expre ss 
train fra!l Los J.ngel es , bound for New York and home. They become ac­
quainted wi th an American named Kenway Stone, who tells Lee of a Sllllll 
town named Bla zing Gulc h , si tuated in the State of which he i s an 
offi cial. A reign of terror has arisen in that d i st rict, in s ti gated by 
a band of out laws headed by one, Sil ver Mask. No one knows his identity 
as he always wears a silver-<X> l oured raask when on his outla wful occas i ons , 
hence his ni ckname. 

Stone tells Nelson Lee that nobdy can be fown to take on the post 
of she riff at th e Gulch, owing to the fact that at l eas t three sheriffs 
have been "liquidated" th ere durillg ti.. period of Silver Masks 's 
activities . He adds that a reward of 50,000 d ollars is of fered for the 
capture of t he outlaw, dead or alive . 
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Shortly afte r this conversa ti on, the train is labouring up a 

gradien t when a volley of sho t s sounds , 8lld t he train grinds to a 
ha lt. A body of masked horsemen board the train, and , a t pi st ol 
poin t, ord er all to hand over t heir valuables. Mr. Sto ne , very 
alarmed , tells Lee tha t it must be Silver Mask' s gang, as Blazing 
Gulch is only a f ew miles from th ei r presen t posi t io n. As luc k would 
have it, Silver Mask himself appears, and all are orde r ed to thro w 
th e ir valuables on the floor. 

Nelson Lee , however , does a " J '4rhtn ing dra w" and shoo t s t he 
firearms out of t he grasps of Sil ver Mask and his ass ist8ll t . The out­
laws make a r apid exi t and, to the relief of all, make off quickly in ­
to th e countryside Yi th the r emainder of the gang . Lee is so in ­
censed a t th e holdup that he arr8llges with Mr. Stone to get appointed 
sheriff of Blazitl8 Gulch , with Nipper as his deputy . 

In chapter three, the f amous pair arriv e at Bls zi tl8 Gul ch . Lee 
is wearing r iding br eec hes, soft shirt , and wide - br im,ned hat , and 
Nipper much t he same. Nippe r has his face stained and adorn ed with 
a small moust ache , t o make hi.m appear ol der. They adopt th e names of 
Spike Langton and Kid Lewin . 

Soon after thei r arriv a l, Lee and Nipper , acco mpanied by anothe r 
deputy, Eli Taylo r, decide t o visit a saloon run by one known as 
"Pyzen Karson " (probably owing tc the qu'llity of the li quor he eolls) 
in ord er to show th €1llselves to th e l ocal population. Eli Taylo r now 
has great admiration for Lee , owing to th e lst t er•w perfon:iance on 
horseback on tre journey from the ra ilro ad . Lee and Nipper had left 
Eli well behind in un impromptu horserace . 

I n t he sa l oon they are gree ted with ri bal d remarks, especially 
fro m a huge ruffian , Brim.st one J oe. Eli had previous ly t ol d Lee that 
Joe was suspected of being a member of Silve r Masks 's gang . Joe now 
proceeds to show his r espect for tre new she riff by l oosill8 off bot h 
hi s re vol vers , and making a patt ern of bullet - holes in til e fl oor 
around Lee ' s f oot. Lee , icily cool, grabs tre guns fr om Brimstone 
and proceeds to ba tt er him insensib l e with a show of bri lli an t boxing . 
Br imstone ends up by being carried off unconscious, fo r treatment by 
the local medico - Doc O'Hagan . 

Lee, t hen , is engaged in conversation by a quietly dr ess ed man, 
who introduces himself as James Quinton Foss , a loca l ranch owner. 
He coo,pl ains that he has been systematically robbed by Silve r Mask , 
and expresses a hope that Lee wi ll capture the out l aw. Lee and 
Nipper r eturn t o th e ir offi ce , and later are phoned by Foss with the 
news that , on his return home, he fo und that he had had a vi sit from 
Silve r Mask, which ended up with his house b9lrlg ,et on fire . Lee, 
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!lippe r and Taylor set out for the Foss ranch, but on the way are am-­
bushed by Silver Mask' s gang, and rendered imconscious after a fight. 

On regs1ning their senses , Lee and Nipper find th emselves in a 
t erri bl e predicament , They are strar ded in an alkali desert , with 
not hing in sight but an arid waste under a blazing sun - without food 
or wate r , and with no me= of knowing which wtzy to search for deliv er­
ance . Aft er s tumbling a mile or two, they come upon SO!!Je derelict 
wagons , and manage to construct a big box ld te fro o the tattered rem­
nants of th e wagon cover s . They r.iana.:e to get thi s int o the ai r, and 
consign the mselves to th e mercy of 1he strong wind. 

Luckily, they ar e bl own clear of tm de sert and l:l8ll8&9 to drop 
into a river and make t he bmk . On their way fro c the riwr , they 
ceot Ed Tayl or, who has escaped as Silve r ~lask consi dered him to o un­
important t o bother with , Tlxlse three, whil e making t heir way back t o 
th e Gulch, meet Fos s , who is stagge red at t he sigh t of Lee and Ni pper. 
Lee has a clu e , however , for Foss has one ear bandaged and the det ect­
ive I'a!leobers that , in the oelee with the gang , he damaged Silve r 
Haak ' s ear with a blow . When challenged , Foss no es , but Lee and 
Tayl or quickly return to Blazing Gulch, and organise a posse. They 
trail Foss , but eventually the cro oked r ancher is cornerod, He 
misses retribution at human hands , hovever, far he s tumbles into a 
wate rfall and is killed , Most of his gang ar e captured , the reign of 
terror ems, and Lee is acc lail!led th e most succes sful sheriff that 
Blazing Gulch has known, 

Do you not agree t hat this is a most unusual story, out of th e 
run of ordinary detective tales? The above-mentioned incident of Lee 
and Nippe r nscaping from the dese rt by kite is refe rred to by Lee in 
the "White Giants " seri es , when th e St , Frank ' s party , searc hing fo r 
Col . Kerrigan , reach an Indian village , and the l ocals say of the 
colonel : "Him went up in sky!" 

••••• •• •••••••••• • • • • •••• ••••• • •••• 
S.O.Ls REXl.UIRED by COLLECTOR. (Reasonabl e pr ice am condi t ion) 
Rookwood 6 , 12 , 20 , 28 , 32, 36 , 43 , 48, 60, 68, 76, 84, 94, 100 , 104, 
108 , 112, 118 , 124, 128, 132 , 138 , 146 , 150, 154, 158, 162, 166, 170 , 
174, 182 , 196, 202 , 206 , 220, 224, 262 , 268, 272, 276, 278, 284, St. 
Frank ' s 4 1 27, 54, 56, 120, 282, 381. Can exchange one or two rare 
i tems , B. BOU!IB, 13 ST. LUKE'S STREF:l', BARROW Ill FIJRN&SS, LAIICS. 

~: Bolid sy Annual s 1920 to 1926 . State pric e. 
J. lllCBES, 16 NORMA!I S'ffiEET, FAST BRISBANE, AUS'IRALIA, 
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c up 
The North ern Club is t he holder of the Greyfriars Cup for 1960. Here 
i s one of their winning entrie s . 

"THE BATTIBED FABRIC OF GREYFRIARS" 
o r 

Smiti.te Tour of "Antiquities" 
bv Tom Redwing 

A number of the Remove were standing cha tting by the schoo l 
gates on a recent half-holiday whm QuelchY bustled up, accompanied 
by 811 impressively bearded am bespectacled old bean bearing an arm­
ful of paper s . 

"My boys" sai d Quelchy , "this is Dr. Cassubon , the eminent 
antiquarian, who has cane to look over the hi sto ric features of Grey­
friars. Unfor tuna t ely , I have mysel.i' bem suddenly call ed away far en 
hour . I wruld be greatly obliged if some bf you would conduct Dr. 
Cassubon rotmd points of inv.rest , am then show him t o Tlilf study in 
ul.,vut an hour' s ti me." 

With a final word to hi s le amed guest, the beak departed sooe­
what distractedl y, forget ting , no d oubt , amid th e cares of ach ool­
mastering , that few fellows would be exactly eage r t o give up a half ­
holiday in the cause of anti quarian re se arch. 

To the general surprise , however, th e Bounder - of all people -
spoke up md offered , polite ly , to ac t as gui de. 

"Sinc e it is so near , si r" said Smithy, demurely , •p erhaps you 
might like to see the t uckshop first. It is bel ie ved once t o have 
been an abbot ' s l odge , and is certainly one of the old es t part s of 
the fabric." He paused in fr ont of Mrs. Mimbl e ' s establishme nt to 
allo w the old bean to survey it with a scho larly eye . 

"But I don 't understand " sai d Dr. Cassubon, rathe r querulously , 
"I see little sign of antiqui ty here. This woodwork fo r ins t enoe , is 
quite modern ." 

"Well , yes" agreed the Bounder , apol ogeti cally. "I'm afraid a 
good deal of r estoration has bem nec ess81Y. The original worl!: sus ­
ta ined a good ~eel of damage duri ng the s ie ~"', " 

"Siege?" excl aimed t he old gentleman, diving int o his pape rs . 
"I don ' t think I have any r ecord - " 

"Oh, i t was quite recent,• explained Smithy, innoce ntly . "The 
Remove barricad ed themselves in agairul t a temporary headmaste r , and 

.the .. ~~~~ .. t .. s ... t2 ... ;!lrlf t ... th em. caused .. a ,§?Od .. bit .. of, destn.ction.,'' ................. - .. . 
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811tiquary cont inued his examinatio n in """" distress , before finally 
allowed Smithy , sti ll gravely courteous , to l ead him m,ay. 

And that was only the start , During th e next hour he sa w a good 
deal more of the - more or les s - ancient fabric of Greyfriars . There 
yas , for instance , the Recave staircase an:l dorm, with ttle mod.em 
panelling installed after the havoc of the Brand er barring-out, and the 
;nxth-form studies with their traces of renovat ion from the "no fagging' 
war . By t he time ha was shown Prout' s study , with the ceiling Bunter 
once fell thr ough , and its -woodwork entixe l y re-surfaced after being 
painted by the Secret Society , he felt the time had come t o call a 
halt . Smithy showed him into Quelchy ' s sanctuia , where he, no drubt, 
had a few things to say about wasting his time looking a t modern 
buildings . 

As for the Bounder , I have an idea he rather enjoyed that l os t 
"hal:fer " after o.ll ! 

(To represmt the Northern, we selected the above clever piece of fun 
for the neat way i t revives memories of many grand Magnet series . Next 
month we shal l divulge the name of the writer . ED. ) ..................................... 

ODIE AND ENOO 
by Gerry Allison 

A SHQC',< FOR UNCLE BENJAHIN! Alonzo Todd • s proudest possessio n was a 
hue,, voluce entitled "The Life Story of a Potato ." I t was a present 
from his dear Uncle Benjamin , a rxl Alonzo was never happier than when 
reading this good book . 

Al as , however , even the vegetable world sooms to have been in­
fected by th e oodern looseness of morals. On February 6t h, at the 
Lyric Theatre, llamoerani th, th ese opened a play vi th th e distressing 
title "The tlight Life of a Virile Potato .• Ono feels that Uncle 
BenjW!lin Todd would have been shocked - nay , disgusted ! 
SEXTON BLAKE GEI'S A MEDAL. I recently read "A Manual of Children I s 
Libraries • by w. C, Berwick Sayers , a most interesting book on juv­
enile li ter a turc. The author tells how much he enjoyed the • bloods I 

of hi s boyhood , Deadwood Dick , Buffalo Bill , Nic k C:u-te r, etc ., end 
states t hat there is an excellent case 1o be made cut far th 81!1. 

"For insto.nce 11 he says , 0 Sexton Blake nnd hi s wonderful boy 

continued on page 95 • •• --····---------------- - ---·------- ---
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Sexton Blake LibraryReviews 
FIBRUARY - 1960 

MISSION TO MEXICO (No . 445).__ ,._ ...... - .... .. - ...... ., .... __ ____ ... ARTHUR MACLEAN 
Patriori sm, courag e and integrity were virtues es sen tial in all 

t hose ..t,o wrked unrewarded and with out recognit ion in the service of 
Craille , that ancient and knowledgeable head of the Bri t ish Counter 
Intelligence of Belgrave Square. Blake ~= one of his most trusted 
agents , but, hitherto , Tinker ' s ability and truthworthino ss to carry 
out the tremendous tasks demanded of all Craill e I s agen ts had been in 
doub t. Now, here he is faced with his first major overseas opera tion , 
a member of t he British Secre t Service , his assignmen t t o try and pre­
vmt a Comnnmist inspired revolution in Central America, which, having 
its ori8in in Guatemala is to be folloved by a similar uprising in 
British Honduras , with o resultant threat to world peace. Tied up 
with the impending revoluti on is a renegade Englishman , who hod 
success ful ly carried out en armed rob bery in the States, end , by melll\8 
of his haul - four million dollars worth of dill!Donds - was financing 
th e revolution . He is none other 1han George Marsden Plummer, one of 
Buike's and Tinker 's oldest adversaries. Get Plum,er end the dianonds 
and with th e loss of the loo t the revolution will be averted . Such iS 
Tinker ' s int ention . His personality somewhat overshado wed by th at of 
tho Revolut ionary , Thaddeus Trautmann, Plummer i s nevertheless quite 
well characterised by Arthur Maclean , but the gr ea test personali ty of 
them all - Blake himself - is sadly missed , 

A thrill er , pur e and s imple, it is t er se ly and straight-forwardly 
written and will undoub t edly be well receiised, 

Rating ..... ........................... Good . . . . 
MURDIB MADE EAS'i {No1 446) . DESMOOD REID 

Concern s the st range fri.emship of an Olglish baronet and a 
col!IIIOn burglar a.'ld pickpoc ket . When the lattor - Albert Evcrslade 
Vedge - is knocked down and mortally injured by a car on the Southern 
r oad, the series of events which transpire ss a result run paralle l 
with the non-stop vehicle, to wreck other lives and bring together 
Sexton Blake and Chief Detec tive-Inspector Coutts in one of the ir most 
bizarre case s . 
_ ___,!_~ and the baronet - Sir Robert Rose - had met d~~ --
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evacuation of Dunkirk , when , having had his life saved by his superior 
officer, Vedge had vowed to repay the debt should tho opportunity ever 
arise. That opportunity wes soon forthcoming because Sir Robert wos 
a fanatical collector of rare and beautiful objects , which, due to t he 
reluctance on the part of some of the owners to part with them he oould 
not possess, am so had the idea of stealing them. Vedge ' s dubious 
training made him ideally suited to carry out this tosk. It wos a poet 
which ended tragically, for in th, process of robbing Robert' s uncle, 
Sir Cornelius Rose of his priceless collection of antiq ues, the l a tter 
was murdered and Vedge charged with th e crime , his acquittal only 
coming about due to the evidence of Sir Robert. 

It was the riddle of Vedge1s strnnge l ast words gasped out just 
before death that puzzled Blake , and he took the case fro m ther e . 
Sl ow moving at first , this novel works up to an exci t ing clima:.<. 

Rating .... . Very good 
WAI.TER WEBB 

* • * * • 
The Sexton Bl8ke Library has a t last caught up with the month 

which it l os t owing to the printing dispute, As a r esult , we were 
&ble to pr esen t to you las t month our revievs of th e current, January, 
i ss ues. To keep your re co:nis complete, however, here are a few points 
abou t the December stories, each of which is i llu s trated by Eric 
Parke r, an artist so popular with Blake enthu s iasts . 

· A COIJ) !IIGHT roR MURDER" (No. 441) ..... .. ......... ...... 1'.ARTIN THOMAS 

When an unworthy charscter is found murdered in Soho Square a 
few nigh t s before Christmas , Blake investigates to clear the name of a 
young garage mechanic. The clues are f airly presented, and there is 
no glut of characters to confus e you, but you will find i t difficult 
to detect t he culp r it . As is usual with this author's work, Blake ' s 
S\lllffiing -up is both sound and convincing . 

Rating 

"GUILTY PARTY (No. 442 i . 
. Very good 

. .. .REX DOLPHIN 

Who fired five bullets into little Caroline l".arleigh ' s teddy 
bear? ••• and why? That is the problem which Blake , Tinker snd Paula 
are called upon to solve, at a rambling old country mansi on in the 
seaso nable atmosphere of a white Chr i stmas . " Guilty Party" is Rex 
Dolphin ' s third end bes t Sexton Blake novel , a story which grea tly 
enhances .. his .. reputation .. as . . • .. tip- top writer · ..... _Rating : .. · .......... llxc~l .. ~-~.! .... .. 
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FOR YOUR ENTERTAIIOONT Ill NEXT MOOTH' S (MARCH) SEXTOR BLAIIB LIBRARIES 

"THIS MAN MUST DIE" by Wm. A. Bal l inge r . A swift-mo ving novel of 

"B.'IED TO KILL" 

finely -d rawn characterisation and chilling 
suspense . 

by Martin Thomas. A po11erful mixture of Science 
Fictio n and the Occult , from that master of t he 
macabre and the bizarre , Martin Thomas. 

ORDER YOUR COPIES TODAY ..................................... 
l) ours Sincerely 

(Interesting itans from th e Editor ' s Letter - Bag) 

MU!ORIES FROM NEW YORK 

IBED GRlFFIN (New York) . My 
introduction to too old papers 
started at the end of 1917. 
A frimd of mine , a fev years 
my senior , sho wed me "The Boy 's 
Friend " for which I hold fond 
memories. He t ook the pape r 
every week , and used to read 
the s t ories aloud to me. He 
went away to a to wn, som 
fifty miles distan t , and , 
after about six months, C8lIE 

back fo r a weekend. 
He bad a new paper for me, 

a blue covered Gem. Later , I 
discovered fo r myself t he 
""8ne t and the Nel son Lee . 

The stories I liked most 
in the Boy' s Friend were the 
Cedar Creek se ri es, am a 
fine tale "The Spor ts of s t. 
Cli ve ' s " by A. S. Hardy . The 
latter waa r eprinted in tbe 
B.F .L. am I am t rying to 
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l ocate it , Another favourite se ri es in the Boy' s Friend was the Red­
clyffe one about Barker , the Bounier , 

I liked the Gem better ttian the Magnet , am I particularly re­
call the Toff stories and the Dirk Power series . 

I tho,ight the Nelson Lee fine, als o, my fav ourites being the 
Amazon- El Dorado series. I r ead a few of the Wycl iffe stories t oo, one 
of t hem being "P:refect and Feg, 

I have a fai~sized collection of books , includir ,g ClanY post-war 
Bunter and Tom Merry sto ries , and plenty of th e pre- war period icals. 
In my youth, I read The Boy' s Realm, once in a whil e . It was a good 
sporting paper . 

come PAPERS 

PEl'IB WAL.'ill! (Bristol) . I can add a note to th e article by Anthony 
Glynne on "Comic Papers ." You will recall that he 1!18.kes reference to 
the dra wings of Weary Willi e and Tired Tim in "Chips " being drawn by 
Tom Browne. I would not like to swear that Mr. Browne expi red as a 
result of not being abl e t o sleep , tlrus being rcduoed to a nervous 
wreck, but I do know that when I was an apprentice of about sixteen , I 
studied li thogra phic drawing under a man named Herbert Steven ton liho, 
at tha t time , was probably the grea t est lithographic artist in the 
coun try , and who was r esponsible for the reproduction of many of Tom 
Browne I s masterpieces . Tom Browne was , of course , a great painte r, 
and some of his water-<:olours are amongst t he best ever turned out in 
Britain , 

This Her bert Steventon reproduced some of these pi ctures so 
acc ur ate ly t hat it was impossib l e to tel l the ori ginal from the re­
production . I think it can be safely ssid ttia t , due t o 1he accuracy 
of Steventon •s work, a very wide public was reached , and Tom Browne' s 
worlc became very well knmm. Of crurse, Browne had been dead many 
years before my t ime, but St eventon used t:, tell me about hie , an! I 
believe it is true that strong drink was hiB undoing . 

There is , in Nott~ tod1\Y, a finn of co l our printers st i ll 
tr ading under his name, 

THE LESS-K1IOWII PAPFllS 

II. T. TIIURBON (Cambridge) . I hope you will be abl e to find room for 
occasional articles on some of th e lesser quoted paper s , such as the 
Marvel , Clruckles , etc. I also wonder if there is much information now 
extan t about such 19th century papers as "Boys of t he llipire, • This 
knowledge !IIUSt be passing rapidly int c tlJe lir:ibo . 

BEl'TE .. PATE,_(Aust r alia).' ...... r ... enjoy . Rox .. Dolphin ' s .. stories .. very much: .... r ..... 
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fe el he has be en most succ es sful in his bleining of t he ol d am nelf, 
ard his Blake am Tink er are more likB th e folk I first kne" , the re al 
li:nglish det ective with no hint of the brash American "private eye . " 

OPINIONS, PLEASE. No, 4 
KEITH CHAPMAN (reviewing th e new Sext on Blak e fi ll> in thi s issue) sa ys: 
"To my distas t e , Tinker was in many re spec ts not t he junior partne r 
but still th e boy assistant . He was no t adult enough in his comen t s , 
behaviour or out l ook." 

Would you pref er Tinker as th e junior partner or the boy assis t­
ant? If you hav e any views on this, jot the m dow, keep ing t hem short 
and snappy, and post t o the Edi t or. 

K. F . KIRBY (South Afri ca) ·.rite s : "Frank Lay is right off t he )Jeam 
when he says that Wodehouse I s school stories are only just about 
readable t oday. Let me mention only the s t ory •Out of Bounds ' in the 
1927 Holiday Annual, which is not only a most enterta ining s tudy of 
schoolb oy perso nality, but shows th e most intimate and exact acquain ­
tance wit h t he geme of Rugby football of any sch ool s t ory I hav e ever 
seen . In this re spec t i t is immeasurably superior t o 'Jeremy at Crale ' 
A3 a r epr ese ntative of a coun try whose national gB!ll0 i s Rugby, I think 
I can claim to speak with m,tho ri ty . 

I simp ly do not understand how G. R. Samways can deny Charl es 
Hamilto n th e titl e of greatest of scho ol s tory writers . I f he is not, 
then may I ask who is? Certainly not Hugh Walpole or H.A. Vachell 
who wer e not really writer s of school stories at al l . In any case 
' David Blaize ' and 'The Hill' and ' Jeremy a t Cral e 1 , even i£ they do 
not, as I su spec t , contain a grea t deal of autobiography , have defects 
which, in my opinion, put t han r ight out of th e runn ing . 

For th ey are largely humourl ess and much t oo sen timental. Let 
the other writer s try to maintain Charles fuimilt on •s standard while 
producing one tenth of his output ! The only writer I would put any­
where near is Talbot Baines Reed , but none of his othe r stories cB!ll0 
up to the standard of the quite brilliant "Fi fth Form a t St . Domini c's" 

CHARLES ffiURCHILL write s : "Mr. Arlington Wilke s was a very good 
charact er. Unfortunat el y , he was in t ro duced in th e Ne lo on Lee just 
as sales began t o fall . It is significan t that he is so rar el y men­
ti oned , a s thi s prove s th at th e stori es thm were on the decline in 
at tractivene ss. 

• •• * • 
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OL£J .BOY.s/ BOOJ< C~U.8 
NOR'll!E!lN 

Meeting Februa ry 13th.at239 Hyde Park Road. 

We had a very co l d nigh t far the 119th meeting of the Northern 
Section , but 16 mE<llbe r s br aved the elements . Six less than last month, 
when t he att endance was 22 - not 20 as stated in the February C.D. 

Correspondence has been heavy , and during the ' business • many 
interesting letters were re ad out . A ' Pri ze • of t he Club notepaper 
from the London Cl ub , on our winning the Greyf riars Cup wss gratefully 
rece i ved . Later this year we hope to have a talk from Tom Hopperton 
entitled "Some Thin8s that have Puzzled Me." Tan seys in his l e tte r 
tha t several of these re would hesi tete to put into print !!! Sounds 
good. 

Then ca:ne the main it em of the evening , a talk by our Secretary, 
ll on Hodgson on "The School for Slackers.• Ron had obvi ously been doing 
a lot of research a t H~h Coombe, and gave us a vivi d account of t his 
school, which Frank Richards once averred was his most polished product­
i on . To end with , t he speake r read us the delightf\il sce ne l<here Jillucy 
!1cCann fi nds t he Master of t he Fifth, Mr, Chard, asleep in front of his 
class , md instead of awakening him, tak es over the class. A grand t alk! 

Af ter refreshments and chin - wag we had two games . First a 30 
poin t quiz by Ron, won by Jack Wood, with the writer as runner - up. Then 
a lit tl e game I thollgh t up and which I won myself - quite f a irly ! Geoff 
Wilde was in seco nd place , Geoff by the way will be the speake r at our 
next meeting on March 12th , His subject ' The Crooks and Criminals of 
Char le s l!.9mil ton . 1 Those who heard Geoff ' s talk on Clauie Hoskins last 
year will not miss next month . 

GERRY ALIJSJN 

AUSTRALli 
The GoldenHour s Club 

The first meeting of 1960 was held at Cahill ' s Restaurant on 
Friday , Februa ry 12t h , but all members did not attend , apol ogies being 
received from Stan Nicholls ani Bill Hal l, our tr easurer , who were un­
able t o join us . El ection of offi ce- bearers far the year was defe r red 
un t il the March meeting , when it is hoped a ll will be pr esen t to vote. 

The Secretary advi sed member s that congratula t ions had been sen t 
t o the Northern O.B.B.C . on their well-d eserved win in the Greyfriars 
·~, .. -~..,,_ .. .,___ -.. ,,,.,. .. ,~, ........ , ................. , .................................................................... ., .... ,., ......... ,, ................. , ...... , .. ,.,., ...... . 
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Cup, and this was heartily endorsed by the Sydneyarde r s , who are now 
swaiting vord from Ron Hodgson· of the Cup' s presen t a t ion , 

A l etter fran our postal member, Jack Murtagh in New Zealand , was 
read with interes t , and I ' m sure the Merseyside folk will hf, flattered 
to know that Jack had writ t en over to borro w t l:eir tape reco rd ing . - so 
their f ame has crossed the Tasman t o the land of the Kiwi, !Uld we are 
happy to accede to Jack's requ es t, Hope he has as much pleasure 
listening in as we did. 

Syd Smyth , our chairman, r epor ted that t he proposed c l ub magazine 
is progressing well, and the cover is now being designed with the 
expected date of publication late in Jll.arch. 

The Hamilton enthusiasts were very pleased to receive the 
official programme of the Bunt er show, which Ben llhi ter had so 
gene rous ly sent out. ilso the photos taken backstage , which Eric Fayne 
had kimly sent to the secreter:, , were eagerly scanned, and members have 
asked me t o express t he ir s incere thanks to Eric and Ben for th e inter­
est they have sho wn in keeping our cl ub up to date with the news . 

Letters from Frank Unwin, Ron Hodgson , Ben lihiter, Don Webster 
and Bill Gander were passed round , as well as two Newsletter from Harry 
Broster , bringing interesting details from the Mi dland Club . A con­
siderable part of the evening was spent discussing the news and vie, 'S 
containe d in this correspondence. 

The Annual has now been received by most members out here , and 
the verdict expressed was a most favourable one with a hearty pat on 
the back for Eric and Jack Wood for th eir sterling wori< on this diffi ­
cult ass ignment, and a special mark of apprecia t ion to Eric for the 
grand job he is doing for the C.D. Believe me, the Aussi es are with 
you all t he wey ! 

The evening ended a t 8 p ,m, Next meetin g , Frid!iy , March 18th, 
at 6 p.o , 

B. PATE - Secre tary. 

MIBSEYSIDE 
Sunday , 14th February , 

The most bitter Sunday so far this winter did no t stop all our 
regular members from at t ending , and a cosy gathering was soon under way . 
The branch ' s financial position was given by the chairman, and was 
agreed to be satisfactory , 

The question of th e proposed "llho ' s lrlho" was the fir st item und er 
di scussion , and a prepared memoranda was read by the Chainoo.n. Con­
siderable can.moot was caused by this, and , as a result , an amendment 
was made t o suit a ll member s . This will be forwarded to t he Fdi to r of 

th.e. C.D. _ in .. due,_ cou.rse ........................... ~·-·fl-.............. -........ ., ..... ~-----···· .......... -................................................... .. 
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AB there is great intere st in the current Sexton Blake Librarie s 

amongst the members of th e Merseysid e Branch, t he very critical letter 
by Martin Thomas, which appeared in a February Sexton Bl.akB Libr ary , 
vas r ead out vc rlla ti.m by t he secre tary . Thi s l ette r, being critical of 
certain aspe c ts of both the C.D. monthly and the C.D. annual , came in 
fo r much discu ss i on. The Mer~ey s id e Branch be li eves that th e ex-
press ed views of Martin Thomas are in line wi th our own, and it is 
hoped t hat future is sues of the C .D. will cont ain mor e articles run 
comments on th e modern Sext on Blake saga . 

Refr eshrents foll owed, am fifteen minute s were spen t in informal 
dis cus s i on. A bri llian t new- type quiz , based on Gr eyfriars , St . Jim ' s 
and St . Frank ' s , was then pr esented by Fr ank Unwin. A sequence of 
events was r ead out , and from thi s we had t o deduce ,mat had led up to 
it. The inves t igation as to why Scithy had to spen d the ni ght in the 
wood s hed, ruxl why Skinne r was spo rting a blac k eye t he next morning 
was very funny and surpris ing ly accurate . We were in two tenms , and 
t he result was a tie, each getting 18 points. 

Anot her new quiz was pr esen t ed by Bill Windso r, based on th e 
idea of "Nuggets", except that the answer had t o c onsist of two 
rhyming words. One of t hem really tic kl ed us : "The Remove boy' s 
successes . You never hear of them in th e Magnet." Answer - "Ski rmer ' s 
winners. " 

Next nee t ing , Friday , 11th March a t 6 . 30 p .m. 

llORMl,N PRI..GNELL - Secretary 

LONDON 
East Dulwich , 21stF ebrue ry , 1960 

Desp i te the absence of our chaim..an, Len Pnckman, vice -c hairman 
Frank Lay, and secretary Ben Whl te r, we had a v ery jol ly gathe.ring of 
18 cembers . There was some discu ss i on concerni ng th e ilacilton Lib rary . 
Aft er many years wit hout mishap , th o lib r arfon had t o r eport t he loss 
in th e post of a parce l of books worth £5 10s . A vote was taken , and 
it was deci ded to carry on as usual . 

Bob Blyth hopes t o hsve the ~lagnet list r eady by next month . 
Winner of David Harrison ' s quiz was Roger Jenkins, with Bob llhi t er in 
seco nd place . Eric Fayne t hen had us in fit s .,;, t h a r eading of t wo 
entries for t he Greyf r iars Cup: "The Case of th e Missing Trea ty" and 
"Checlanate , Cardew11 

Bi ll Lofts• quiz was won in a dead heat by Eric Lawrence , Roger 
Jenkins, and Bob Whiter . Milli cent Lyl e gave her Desert Island Books , 
al l Magnet s , and r ounded off her choice with a reading fror:i "My Lord 
Bunter." 
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.,. a t1nal treat; Roger JsudDa lff& WI ~ chapters hm the 

lntmaelah Bilc1ng aeries. 
In the Chair · - ll'oger Jmlwls . Rm illo -t:inps llarch 20th 8lld 

.Ap:dl 24th. Vem:aea to be notified lster. ROIID!'l llHimt 

~ 
Meeting beld 25th Jee!7, l 9§0 

Despite the 11D&voidable aheer,ce ot Tom and Bel'Jl Porter and Joe 
Xaraton, we hsd an eoj078hle · meetiJ)g at ten ot the le£lllars. In the 
qui.II, all llsmilton questiona, John T<allnson ns succeestul in gett:!Jlg 
all :,2 items col'NOt. 

Jack Corbett ente:rtained WI with his selection at e4ht books for 
Ide Desert Isle. Tbe next item, for 1be benefit of st. Frank's fllDB, 
was "Wby was Vilq RattJ?" read b:, John Tomlinson - one at tile Midland 
entries for the Cup oonteat . !bis 1188 followd by a Gre:,f'rial'S tale, 
alao selected from tbe Cup entries , It was with earpr1ee BDd pride 
tlat H11bere le&med that Jack Corbett was the author at ibis tine 
star.,. .l.tter the interval with ref'relllments, came a general diacuseion , 

Berl meeting - February 29th. l!ARRY BROOTER _ B<IC1'8W7 • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
'ml! I.OIIOO!I CllJB WISBi:I ro PllllQl!ASE 'l'll!l f oll.aring books to :replace 
copies lost in tbe poet. Gema 753 - 758, S,0,L'e 179 and 272, MAGDTS 
118, 229, 249, 338, 460, 558. ~ - Gens 571 to 585 (except 581) 
and Megnets 446, 461, 541, 543, 640 , 7ff7. SAE with offers to Roger 
Jenkine, "'!'he Fire" • l&stem Road, Havant, Banta. 

·····*·······~····················· 
cgs ilD mm continued from page 86 

assistant Tinker, have four 40,000 word Bdvmtures monthl:, - (he was 
writing in 1932) - and -t, ill the tillls measure of their advm tures, 
haV9 lived throup aeveral 06llltnries. 'ftJese stories are often qui ts 
well writt..n. 

I met wi tb a· desori:ption of a fOf!/1!3 night in Landon .in ooe 
Serloo. Blake etor:,, which in its vividneas, recalled the fog 1n Bleak 
JJouae, 8Dd 11aS moreonr, in :Nl8lly goal ingliah, 

• • • • • 
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96 . ..._ ..... _ ._ ... ..,, ___ , .. _ p 

... 1 2 3 ~ ~ 
B 4 5 

c 6 7 ?2, 
D 8 9 
E 0 11 ~-~ ~ ~ 
p ~2 u ~g~ 
G 14 1! ~~ 
B 16 17 

I 18 19 20 u~ 
J 21 22 ;:::~ 
K 2'3 24 25 ~~ 
L 26 27 ~ 
ll ~ 30 31 ~ ~ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 f1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

QUJZZLII: lo. 16 

letters in tbe nlDl>ered aqUBree, if 
ed in NqU&ce in th!! loirer grid, m:, 

upla1n what aome readers •an by llllTing 
your journey really neceeaary, Mr, 

Blake?" 

Tb& 
plac 

"Vaa 

CLtlE DOW: A. Hov Green vaa rq Mottier. 

CLlJliJS .lefKSS: 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

Did Edgar Wallaoa catch him on the 
bop? (3, 4) 
Is this bov Fatty Little l1ked his 
om s. · 
Bunter's specs don't aean to leave 
them, 
Where Charlie Brown used to 1'lutter 
by'? 
Haw Seven Boys and Solanm folllld 
their route. 

F. Should w expect .Tolmr,;y llull to bowl 
tbe11e? 

G. The colour of Sherlock Holmes study. 
H. Those of Mr. Laacell88 are vul4!;ar. 

19 20 21 22 2' 24 25 26 'l7 I. Call Serlon Blakia to inve..ti«ate 1hia , 

28129 30 31 J. Ia this bov we f aund it, men viii tiilg 
for 1he nut instalmalt? 

K. Sale of ,.. are, and moet of us will be, some day . 
L. Karie BiV81'8 gave in her notice . (5,4) 
K. Prefect finds e learner in the wrecked larder, 

(Ir you care to send in the bidden ~oms in the grid cd the solution 
to 'Ille Clue Dom, fOU may vin a Book Prise, awarded far first oorrect l 
solution recei'99d . } _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .; 

Y.&MTBD llRGDITLT: Sexton Blake .6mmals in good condition. £1 eecb , i 
offend. Also Gem Xmas lo . far 1917. £1 offered. 
L. PJJEWJ, 27 JRaJDALil ROAD, WT llJlllICJI, S. E.22 . 

D<lf 'T l'CRlli?I' TO FILL OP JllD RlfflJll!i TO TIIB EDI'l'OR 
TOOR WHO'S lil!O "1&STIClllWJ!E! 

Dupikmd by YORK DUPUCATING SEIIYICB. 111, THE SIWIIIUS, YORK, 
/ 


