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ChaiY' 
CRIQCEI' - AllD C"rlRIS'IMAS. This is a Cricke t issue - at least , it 
cont ains severol references to 9ricket , which seems a f ar cry fro m 
Christmas . \lhich brings us to t he Annual . Even now, with a l ong, 
wozm, sunny summer stretching ahead of us (we hope) , the Annual i s in 
it s embry o staces . Proparatioll3 have comoenced, J.rt i cl es are coming 
in , The colour of t he cover has been decided . 

This year we may, to some extent , e.1m o t short er ar tic l es , 1md 
more of the::,, with pl enty of vari ety . lie hope tho t our e,cpert band 
of vr iters have s~.arpenad t heir pencils and brus hed up the ir thinking 
caps . I t' s pretty certain they have . They never l e t us down, 
THE \!!!O' S •110. The I/ho' s \Ibo is now in its fina l stages , Very seen 
it will be going out t o those who have orderod copi es . The edition is 
very lil:d ted . If you have not already ordered e copy and you want 
ono, you should send withou t del Ay, with r emitt ance for 2/6 , 1f you 
are to ovoid disappointoent . 

WE'RE 1BARR1N~ ' T!IlS TillE. The l'.art in Thomas c r iticisms provi ded 
scce interest am fun , which ere alwnys welca,e in t his sad life , pro­
viding they don' t go on too long , In a curr ent issue of S .B, L, Mr, 
Thomas ren ews his criti ci sm of this magazine . The gis t of th e com­
plaint seei:,s t o be that we hel d over the re•lie ws of too December 
S. B.L' s until l'.arcb , and then onls offe red short no ti ces . 

Blcldans had nothing to do with i t , It wss a decision of thi s 
office , as the edi tor of the S. B. L. knew, 
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As a r es ult of th e printing dispute, the S .B. L. was behind with 

production. The notices of the December t ales re<1ched us in January , 
and were plotted into our February number . In the middle of Jammry, 
S .B.L . published tw o further stories , and , eventuall y, Walter Webb 
rushed review s of t hese t o us . With a packed i ssue of C.D. propared, 
we hod no space to publish a doubl e sot of r eviews . At some in con ­
veni ence , we took out t he December reviews , replacing them with th e 
more recen t one . Then, in Otn" March issu e , we prin ted short er, quite 
favour able , notices of the December s t ories . 

It is something which would have r have occurred but fo r t he 
internal troub l e a t Fl ee twny House last year . The C.D. was in no wey 
responsib l e fo r th e prL'lting sttik e . 

The Sexton Bl.Bke Lib r ary is en titled to its own opinions . It 
i 3 not ent itl ed t o dic t at e to thi s magazine. 

THE EDITOR 

• * * * * 
LOT - 0 - FUN 

(\le br ing t o you on our cover t his mont h a reproduction of th e chaming 
old c omic pape r LOT - 0 - FUN. lie have ask ed LEN PACKMAII, our expe rt 
on this t ype of lit er a ture, t o give us soi:,e facts about it . This is 
wha t he wri tes . ~ . ) 

At t he tim e of t he cover ill us tr a tion ( 1912) ~t-- o- F\m was in 
t he t op flight of ~ col oured comic papers . 

The fro nt page , pri nted in five co l ours (black, red , gree,,, blue 
and ye ll ow) on white background, f ea tured DREAMY DANIEL- one of t he 
most lov eabl e and well - known cartoon characters - far noorly fifteen 
years . Poor old ' Dreamy ' al ways woke up to find himsel f in troubl e , 
but i t neve r sto pped him from dreoming again ! 

The back page , printed 1n black and red , fea tured PATRIOTIC PAUL, 
whils t th e centre pages (b l ack and white) compri sed : TOPSY OF THE TEA 
SHOP, WlllKLE At:D 3INKLE AT SWISH»,' $ SCHOOL; FFlillTIIA!ID; KRUHPIT, 
KING OF fu\PPYLA:ill. 

The s torie s at this time were as fo llow s : THE lll!ISPERING !iUMNY 
(a serial featuring STALLABRASS, t he Detective) , by Stephen H. A@lew; 
THE BOY FIAGICIA!I (seri al) , by Albert E. Bull ; BEYOND T"& HILLS OF 
HIST ( serial), by Geo . C. Wallis. In addition the re was a shor t 
complete s t ory each week . 

Lot-o-Fun was first publ ished on 17th March , 1906 by James 
Henderson and Sons Ltd . In t t>e year 1920 the pape r was t aken over by 
the .Amalgaraated Pr es s Ltd. , who kept it going for another nine years, 
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al though it was never the same when DREANY DANIEL'S familiar figure 
di sappeared from the front psge . 

In all , there were 1196 issues, t he las t nlllllber being dat ed 16 
February , 1929. 

• * • * • • * * * 
A UNIQUE REVIEW OF A STORY 

By W. 0. G. Lofts 

On Jwie 19th , 1927, readers of t he staid "Sunday Observer" must 
have rubbad their eyes with astonishl!>ent wmn 1hey turned to the news­
paper re view page, fo r there , reviewed at great l ength , was a sto ry 
that had just appeared in t he Boy' s Friend Library (21¥1 ser ies) . The 
sto ry was "Good Enough fo r Eneland" by Richard Randolph, a pen-name 
u.sed by that great autho r of cricket yams , J ohn Nix Pentelow. 

The Reviewer was John S. Squire , reputed to be t he best revi ewer 
of all ti.me. Later , he .was lo-lighted for , I am told, his l i torcr; wor k, 
The reade r nay well ask why on earth a Boy' s Friend Libral"/ was revi ewed 
in t he "Observer." Here is Sir John Squire ' s expl anat ion:-

!lRIGBTER CRIC"I.ET 

"Forgive the headlin e. I am not going to suggest ,1.de stumps, 
a narrow bat, a two-balled over , no boundaries , or no p<:d pl ay. The 
small ball has already been tried ,nd folllld wanting. But af ter 
r eading t.'iis worlc, I could find no other t hat would fit it . I bought 
t he book at the r ai lway bookstall on Godalming stati on. Up wi th tho 
lark that oorning , I had alre ady exhausted t he newspsper.a and I wa.'lted 
to read somet hing on tho tr ain , My eye was suddenly caught by a luri d 
cover, amid rows of lur id covers . The groundworl< . as red, the scene 
was just inside tn e window of a cri cket pavilion, wi th a i,atch pro­
BTCSsing i:1 the background. , • ••• " 

Sir Jolm then gave a lengthy revim< of t1·.c sto r; - a narrative 
which introduced such r eal - life cric kete rs as Jupp , Hobbs, and Tate , 
who were then in their prime. 

Last year I actually wrote an article on this subjec t fo r Her bert 
Leckonby, who vas so keen on crick et and Pentelov •s wcrks t hat he in­
teru!ed to enlarge on i t for an Annual feature with hi s own comments 
regarding tt., playe rs . Owing to Herbert ' s sudden death , thi s di d not 
materialise , and my original manuscrip t must heve been misl aid in tho 
sorting of his paper s. Eric Feyne, and t hat cricket ent husias t, David 
Harrison, recently asked me t o fin d my notes on this review , and I am 
only t oo pleasod to give t he above data , brief though it may be. 



·----------- ···1'.t, .................................................................................... .. 
I canno t recall a review of any other s t ory from a boys' period­

ical, and it i s pleasing to record that J ohn Nix Pentelow probab l y 
achieved somet hin., more than any other au t hor , 

I sti ll don' t know whether Sir J ohn Squire knew the real iden ­
tity of "Richard fumdolp h" but Pente l ow was u recognized au thority on 
cricket , the edi t or of "Crickete r , " and the wri tor of several official 
cricket books , He was also a member of seve ral county club s , 

Sir John Squire died only a sho rt whil e ago, at th e age of 
eighty . 

* * * * * * * * * 
THE ROVER' S CHOICE 

In our l as t issue we publi shed an arti cl e ent itled "CLICHE" in 
,hich t i ,e writer made reference to a boys' paper called "Rove~ " 
which was on the market in the early twentie s . Cne of our re ader s , 
L. S . Ellio tt of East Ram, has wri t ten to inform us tha t he is the 
proud possesso r of a bound vol ume of the first t en copies of Rever ing , 

Nr, Elli ott wrl,t es : "I took it off my shelf and read, fo r the 
fir s t tim e in 36 years, 1Tbe Rover •s Choice 1

• I also r&--read "The 
Sword of llippon " the serial that occu pied pride of place md sti ll as 
good as over, by H. Radford Jones , You certainly s tarted something , 
for I had work t o do - and it wasn 't done . " 

Our reader gives us th e eddi tional inform ation that Revering was 
published as a companion to 11The Boy' s Own ?aper " with the same ed.i t or, 
A. L. Haydon . Rove~ was a str!Ul€" 1Y adult paper for boys , and, at 
the moment , we do not know far how long i s appeared . 

Sever al Digest readers have written to ask us to reproduce the 
poem, and , because we belie ve t hat cric ket en thusiasts will enjoy it, 
ve are doing so . Here, then , is 11Ttie Rover's Choice 11

: -

Deep in the heart of me, always a part of me 
Quickens the vagabond spiri t; I go 
Far from th e Motherland , seeking some other land -
Tropi cal splendours or glimmering floe . 
But , if you ask me what scene is most dear to me 
Whereon I l i.nger t when day 's wark is done, 
This, I wi ll answer , is ever most near to me -
Home, and t he cricket field wash ed 1n ttle sun . 

Peaceful , and windy , and golden with stm , 
Trod by the cri cketers c l ose t o the schoo l, 
This , when the d ay and its labours are don e , 
Comes up befo re me at even tid e cool . 
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Lii't to ey eyes , lUlder far skies , 
Bat , wicket , ball and t he munrurous trees -
Dear to th e heart of th e vagabond, the se ! 

Giv e me the joys of ol d, masters am boys of old , 
Watching , applauding, with ardour aflame ! 
Give me the rival team, men to be feared they seem! 
Give oo t he thrill and the swing of the game! 
Give me the bowler ; ay, he ' s the righ t stuff f or me! 
Steady and purposefu l, sure am serene ! 
Watc hing the grip of his brown hand I s enough for me -
Not hing can equal ~:y cricke t fi el d scene ! 

Give me the fieldsmai who st eadily eyes the ball, 
Eager a.'ld ready , ne ' er turning aside . 
Soaring ly, eas ily, r apid ly flies the ball , 
And th e sure fingers its darl< leather hide ! 
Give me t he batsman - the fine doughty smacks of him! 
Were I the ball , I would thrill to his stroke ! 
Revel to feel all th e buffe t ing whacks of him, 
Scornin g the caut i ous who ' d pat me and poke ! 

Thus do I see again , f i el d , sport and trees again , 
Thus do I hear o • er th e lapse of t he years , 
Voices of boys I knew - sweet is the noise of you 
Heard o ' er my shan t y when twil i€h t appears ! 
And, like a trumpe t call , r ings through the shadow than 
Making my hand mor e st rong, hi€her ey aim , 
Simply the words that you tos sed o!er the meadow t hen 
U:.··"Cnt , in spiring , "P"lay up! Play the Game!" 

Peaceful and windy, and golden with sun , 
Trod by the cric keters close t o th e school -
Thi s , when tha day and its lllbours are done, 
Co1:1es up befo r e ce at eventide cool . 
And may I e ' er, far tho ugh I fare , 
Take it along wit h me, this for my aim -
Still to be sportsman , s till Playing the Game! 

• * • * • • • * • 
llA!ITED: Any is sues of NOI:STER LIBRARY, C,D, lies . 1 to 48 , C.D, 
Annuals Nos, 1, 2, 3 , 4 . Condition must be reasonable. S,P ,C. Nos. 
to 43. A. J . SWJ'HWAY, P. O. BOX 4 , BEACotlSFIELD, C.P . , SOUTH AmICA. 
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B LAK[ANA 
Conducted by 

JO.S~HIJIE PACKM!ll 

27 Archdal e Road, 
East Dulwich 1 London, S.E . 22. 

Foll owing Keit h Chapman' s ex­
cell ent cont ri bution "Murder a t Site 
Three" (March C.D. ), I have received 
anoth er short article from him. This 
is entitled •star of ..... " and will 
appear in next month' s Blakiana. 

Until such time as lfal ter \/e bb' s 
"Century-1'.ak ers" canes to a close, 
each month I shal l endeavour to fill 
the remaining space with short articles 
and quota of •s.B .L. Titles md 

Authors." Thus , this month we have a short article fran Victor Colby , 
June will produce Keith Chapman' s fine little effort as s tated above , 
whilst July will include an interesting contributio n from Bill Lofts 
enti tl ed "And Yet Another Blake Author.• 

I shall be pleased to receive further ccntributions - and this 
a: rourse include s •modem' Blake, for I cannot conjure up the latter 
from t l.in air as a certain Hr. T. M. seems to think I can. 

JOSIE PACKMJ .. '> 
• • • • • 

CFN'IDRI-HAK.ffiS 
(And a few other interesting statistics) 

By WALTlll WEBB 

INSTALMENT FOORl'EEN ...... JIAR YEArul AGAIN! 

The early days of the war were · anxious ones for t he Blake reader 
who had seen the MAGIWI' am THRILLER go into liquid ation and doubtl es s 
wondered how long it would be before the S.B.L. followed th em. But it 
strugg l ed on, though obviously a very sick journal, and , l ooking at 
the cover , we noted with anxiety the growing unhealthiness of its com­
plexion , . the pallid sponginess of its discoloured paper, oo limp as to 
barely take the text of the s tory on its surface , and wcndered - how 

soon .. would , come .the . end? ---- ·-·- -· ··- ·----- - ·--- - --·-- ·- ··---·---····- · 



· ........................................................... _.,, .................................. 137 ......................... _ ....................... _ .. ,,_ . ............... - ... .. 
Sorrovful days, too , for we had already lo st by death old 

favourites and century-makers in G. H. Teed and Gwyn Evans. Early 1n 
1940 Joim G. Brand on had passed away at Southend-on-Sea, and Robert 
Murrey had died in a hospital in Sussex. On July 27th Ladbroke Black 
crossed the borde r , whi ch , of cour se , meant that the name of Paul 
Urquhart would no longer be seen on the cover of an S .B. L. Thst was a 
total of six names which would never B€'lin be seen, but in t hst cata ­
strophic year of 1940 more were to follow. Walter Edwards, anot her 
stal wart rJf past days, passed on , and then, for one reason or anothe r 
Arthur S . Hardy dropped out, Allan Blair followed him, and Coutt s 
Brisbane only six shor t sto rie s of his century , sougltt fresh fields . A 
year or two lat er news of his death came about. 

Hardy and Blair both died in or around t he year 1940, and when 
la st seen amidst London' s blitzed and fire -ravi shed buildings, Bl ai r 
vas an old , lonely, and bewil dered figure on a roed which he obvi ously 
had r eached t he end of. An editor recalls him as a Scotsman end a 
gentleman , who was a sound writer , took his job ser i ously , and was at 
all timoo dependable . At tim es a bit heavy, he did a lot of good work 
for t he A.P. Hardy, whof!l ones imagines , was even old er , was in similar 
circum stances when last seen , and the closing down of near l y all the 
boys ' papers before t he war placed hin in s ore financial straits . He 
is remembered as being saoething of a mystery. Very fri endly wit.'1 
llani l ton lliwards at the time of that well -known editor's stay in office , 
he was well read, perfectly manners, well -dre ssed , and much devoted t o 
music; if not a great writer, was a hard worker, somewhat exclusive , 
but liked generally . As before stated , he an was actor and at all 
tim es behaved l ike one. His record of sto rl es is somewhat unique, for 
they stretch over a period of 32 years , in which time he could only 
muster up a total of 43 Sexton Blakes , of which twelv e we re contribu­
ti ons to the S .B.L. His performance can be likened t o that of a bats ­
man who goes to the wicket not so !I!UCh fo r the purpose of scoring runs 
as to s tick there in the grim determination of keeping his wicket in ­
tact - the Trevor Bailey of t!Je team, in other words . Of course, at 
the rate he was progressing, he had no hope a t al l of reaching a cen­
tury of sto r ies , even if he li ved to be a hundred himself . As the six ­
teenth aut hor to be introd uced in these record s , he was the oldest 
surviving member of t i» Bl ake team at that time, for many who came 
after him had dropped out long befor e . 

In addition to the ten names just mentioned , Donald Stuart 
severed hi s connection , but, in thi s case , the parting was voluntary; 
at leas t, the reason was not death as - so far as is known - he is 
.sU ll _ alive ... tode,}'. •.•• Similarl;,', ... Pierre , Quiroule .,dropJ>ed .. out, .. but .. unlike 
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Stuart may not be alive today, f or nothing has been heard of him for 
some time. 

Twel ve names obliterated from the records for all time in one 
fell swoop - a body bl ow under which t he alxeady weakened Library stag ­
ger ed and did not capitulate , I t ~an in 1941 as it hlld left off in 
1940, with two issues only per month, which has been the practice 
rigltt up to the present day. But i t had one agreeable and reassuring 
feature a t leas t, f or it saw in July th e l e.st of t he reprints , save f or 
one issue in Octo ber when two shorter stories were published one of 
which was a re-iosue of an old Zeni th 'U ,J . ' sto ry. But at th is stage, 
since so many ru,mes dropped out for all t ime, it will be as well to 
bring their records and t hose of t he remaining l eading authors up to 
date , so here are the details : 

G. H. Teed (299) ; Gilbert Chester (145); Anthon)' Skene (122); 
Allan Bl air (106) ; Robert Murray (103); Gwyn Evans (100): E. S. 
Brooks (97) ; Coutts Brisbane (94) ; Lewis Jackson (63) ; Rex Hardinge 
(6 2); Jolm G. Brandon (58); Pierre Quiroule (53). 

Despite several recO\mts in t he hope t ha t a singl e story might 
have been overlook ed to give th e late G. II. Teed his 300th contribut i on, 
nothing has come to light , s o, pois ed on t he brink , as it wero , t he old 
!avouri te 111USt remain in just t.liat tantalising position . 

Int o a ba ttle - scarred field of utt er devastaion ( 117) CLIFFORD 
GATES made his debut and immediate exi t, and chaos ard destnx:tion 
greeting hi s ent l"J being due to the leaden hail of death lrurled in -
d' scril:iinate ly from the skies by llazi dive-bombers, ins truments of a 
war the young aut hor was soon to die as a result of. And if a ll this 
talk of departures brings a despondent note to these records more 
were to follow, for, in August, Edwy Searles Brooks dropped out of the 
nmn:ing , and to this d ay , nearly 20 years later , ban not been persuaded 
tn return to th e cre ase . 98 not out was his score at t his point , and 
t oday , still two short of his century, a warm welcome is as3U.I'ed for 
him should he decide to t ake up the pen again on Bl ake I s behalf and 
produce the two novels neces sary to inclooe him in the little bmd of 
century-makers . As Berke ley Gray, he is bus ily engaged t hese days in 
recordin g the adventures of t hat swashbuckling charac ter, llonnan Con­
ques t , a not entire l y or iginal concept ion, fo r the latter is built on 
t oo similar lines to Norman Conquest , the young boxer , who appeared in 
a series of sto ri es 8ritt en by Hylton Cleaver , and publi shed in CHUMS 
in 1930, under t he pen-i18ID0 of "Reginald Grunden", With one more 
story by John G. Br andon published in 1941 , to bring his total up to 
59, tha t autho r' s name never appeared again on a Library cover, 
......................... Blake . was .. now .. ru bbing .. should er s ... with .uni ts .. or ... the ... A.R.P. ' .•. the .. 
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A.r .s ., and oth oni belonging to Civi l Defence ; outcasts of Germon­
Jewish origin , Polish ainnen , and r efugees fran Budapes t and Paris , In 
a London t he l ike of which he hnd never previous ly pursued Inves t iga ­
ti ons , with its piled -up sandbags , the cholcing rubble of demoli shed 
buildings , the squirming snakes of fi ro- hoeos otretching in long , 
irregular lines from thoroughfare to thoroughfare . Yet, desp i te the 
nigh t ly excursion of the Luftwaffe over th e capital , the morale of the 
average Londoner remained uni mpaired . It s night -li fe wErlt on as usual ; 
Jack \/hi te ' s band at the Astoria was as a maenet t o the soldie r , the 
sailor , the a ll"'"'..an, their girl friends end sweethearts ; between the 
"alert• and the "all clear • th e rhythmic softness of Carol Gibbon' s 
piano was a soothing tonic ; and Jack Jackson · s band at the fayfair vas 
a popular attraction , Harry Roy playing hot music at the &ibassy set 
many a pai r of res tl ess feet tip-topping over 1 ts polished floor , whils t 
t he Dorchester had a clientele large enoug! t o keep its doors revolving 
intemi ttently , 

AM Blake? Iii thou t being quite the CO!llll'a!lding fgure he was in the 
twenties , the investigato r was finding pl en ty of cr ime to occupy his 
waking thoughts between his war assignment s (now being published for tho 
first time by today ' s authors in the New Look S. B.L. ) despite t r.e passin 
of the many kings of crime who did battle riaht ond royally wi t h him 
when his star was in its zenith , This dearth in supporting char ac ters 
uas eased a little by the introduction of new creations, Anthony 
Parsons brough t in sec r et service 8<,ents , :-!!ldemoiselle Yvome de 
Bra.selieu end Bel tom Brass ( obviously to compensate us in some measure 
for th e loss of Granite Grant and Hade1COiselle Julie) and Superinten­
dent Vonner and his long - sufferL'lg he~ch::ian, Serg eant Belfo rd , of 
Scotland Yard, Maurice B. Dix continued wi th rare appearances of 
Punch Bemet t; John Hunter all too rare l y gave us an exploit of th at 
tough skipper of the 1'.ary Ann Trinder , Captain Dock; Stanton Hope in­
troduced th ose likeable naval heroes, Joe Harman and Hike O' Flynn ; 
and Warwick Jardine obliged with a story or two of that genial rolling­
stone , B:4: Ted Flan8<,en. But , of course , none had t he appeal of such 
old favourites as Huxton P.yoor, George Y.arsden Pluraner , Mari e Galante , 
Vali Mnta-Vali , Splash 1'8<,e and the re s t , and never so oruch as G, H, 
Teed and his so colourful coterie of characters missed as at that 
particular tim . 

With 75 novel s for the S. B.L. by the end of 1941, interest was 
now cEr1tred around Gilbert Cheste r , who, by the death of G, H, Teed , 
wss now leading t he field wit h a gross Bl ake total of 150 novels , 
Could he emulat e W. f.l. Graydon' s achie vement of writi ng a hundred 
S. B.L, •s , and so becoae onl y the second author to accomplish th is fea t ? 
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Also , would he succeed in passing the late Andrew Murray ' s tota l 
aggregate of 165 novels and so move into ti.. position at prese nt 
occupied by that writer with the third highest aggregate of Sexton 
Blake s tor ies? 

To give a clearer picture , here are ti., "&'gre(l'ltes of th e four 
l eading authors , past ani t'resent: G. H. Teed (2'19); W. l-1. Graydon 
(259) ; Andrew Murr ay ( 165); Gilbert Cheste r ( 150). 

* * * * * 
A WORD OF EXPLANATION 

By Victo r Colby 

How of t en does one pi ck up a book or review dealing with detect­
ive fiction only to find that whereas t he name of Sherlock Holmes is 
mentioned in awe , that of Sexton Blake is referred to fa a somewhat 
patronising way . 

How refreshing, then, to read the author ' s glowing foreword to 
U.J. I:o . 69, "Sexton Bl ake ' s First Case ". Re called his foreword a 
"llord of Explanation • and its purpose wes to explain wljy Blake ' s fir st 
ease was now appearing for t m first ti.me after so many of hie ot her 
adventures , 

It read in part as follows : 
" If it had not been for. the zeal and cleverness of our old frimd 

Sexton Blake , the central character in the following extraordinary 
narrative , th e terrible truth of that now long fo rgotten affai r "The 
Lincoln ' s Inn Mystery" would never have been known, and a fiend in human 
fonn would , I am certain, still be wandering up and down our big pro­
vincial towns doing a fiend's work with a fiend's ingenuity and ski ll, 

Yet, in spite of thi s , the detecti""' at Scotland Yard have kept 
as silent about the following very roo,arkable discoveries as does the 
grave its elf , Even t he journalists who hav,i called on t i.. C.I ,D. and 
have asked for ccnfirmet ion about Sexton Blake ' s work, have been re ­
quested not to pursue the subject , and t old that t he matte r was so 
th orny , md so dif f icult, so cruel it had better be l eft alone , 

Surely this can 't all be the result of jealousy - jealousy of e. 
amart resmm::eful lad who, !mowing litt l e of polic e laws, ways or 
methods , yet boldly t ook his life in his hands and struck a blow for 
justice t hat makes every man and wocan am child in Ehgl.and am Scot­
l and today his debto r for tile tenn of their natural lives , 

Aft er al l, remanber Sexta, Blake is not an imaginary person l ike 
Old Sleuth or Sherlock Holmes, 

Today , in fact, th ere are f ew writers of detective sto r ies who, 
iq)9"1,li,g.,,t hetruth ... as . I .,pet ... it .dow .. he;re1,lllder , .... do ... not ... believe .. that .. in . 
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thi s very affai r Sexton Blake actually proved himself t o be , , t th e 
very start of his career, one of the most skilful and astute detect ­
ives that this or any othe r count ry has ever seen . 

Here are the plain facts , Let the read er judge fo r lriJnself 
whether it was righ t for t his "Lincoln ' s Inn Mystery" to be kept out 
of th e newspapers or not , 

For rey part , I ooy unhesita ting ly that I consider i t a sham 
tha t t he affair has been buried in obscurity like i t has been . And 
after cll luas been said and written , sure ly we need never be ashllmed 
or afraid of t he truth , " 

• • * * * 
SEX'rOil BLAKE LIBRARY TITLES AN'D AUTHORS (1s t Series) 

( conti nued) 

No. 118 The Trail Under the Sea ......... (Dr. Lepperman) . ........ R. H, Pool e 
~!o. 119 The Cas e of th e J apanese Detective ... _. T. C. 1·:i enal l 
No. 120 
No. 121 
no. 122 

Thc .Admiral' s Secret . .......................... ........ .. .. !. }1urray 
Twice Wro nged ........... ... (Markham Dean) ................... ........ J. W. Bobin 
SMdowed Lives ........ (Basil Wicketshaw) .................. W. H, Grcydon 

l!o. 123 
ifo. 124 

The Lincoln ' s Inn Tragedy. .. ...... ... .W. J . Bayfield 
The Mystery of too Thousan! Peake (Lawless) . _!,., Murr ay 

Uo. 125 

No. 126 
No. 127 
No. 128 
!fo. 129 
No. 130 

The Case of the Str ange Wirele ss Message 
(Granit e Grant , llddle Julie) ... . . .ii. \! . Sayer 

The Great Dismond Bluf f (H<:miltcn Fayne) ... .... J . W. Bobin 
The Affai r of t he Oriental Docto r (Kestrel ) .J, Lowis 
The Pa lze r Exper iment ..... .... (Lawless) ...... . ......... ! . Murray 
The Cas e of the lismeles s r.an ... (Topper ).. O. Mer land 
African Gold ...... .. (1Jickets haw) ..... 'JI. M. Greydon 

!lo. 131 Too Affa i r od t he Blcckfr i ars Financi e r ..... L. H. Brooks 
!lo. 132 The l11lll froc Kur a Kura (Lawl ess ) .......... A. Nurray 
No. 133 
No. 134 

The Only Son .. ........ .. . . .. _.... ... ..... . ..... J . W. Bob in 
The King ' s Secre t (Eldred Kurtin and 

Dr . Leppen:nn) .. . ... R. H. Poole 
!lo. 135 

llo. 136 

The i'lys tery of the Turkish Agr eec1€!lt 
(Grani t e Grant and f·:ddl e Jul i e) .. .. ...... ii . 1f, Seyer 

The Sheik's Son .... ... (Lawless) __ _ ..... A. llurrey 
No. 137 The Tt:ist ill t ha Trail ...... II. J . & yfield 
No. 138 
!lo. 139 
Uo. 140 

The Bleck Str e ak .. . ... . . ......... W, ,!. Graydon 
The Kestrel ' s Clnw ....... (Kes trel) ........ ............... .J . Lewis 
The Be..~ch Comber ............ (Lawl ess} ..... ......................... A. Murr ey 

No. 141 The Hys t ery of the Living Shadow 
.......... (G_, .. Grant .and .. 1lddle .. Juli c ) . ............................ _ ... w .... w .... Seyer .·_. 
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~ LLl~G ".!!-!:. "MAGNETITES" TO JOIN UP W!TH-

1.fe GRIYl'RIARS GIJIH 

HNv1IL TONIANA 
"I HAD A LITTLE l!UT TRIB" 

~a Nicho lls 

I have just finished reading an auto­
biogr:,phy onti tled "I HAD A LITTLE NUr TREE" 
by Louis Battye, who is now living at the \lest Riding "Cheshire Holllll". 
Mr. Battye is a spns tic, ono who can never walk and who has consld or­
nble difficulty in writing ns his palms a re tumed outward. However , 
he shows trecendou s courage, ard his story will interest many of our 
renders because, at the enrly age nf ei8h t, he become acquainted with 
Greyfrinrs Md St . Jim ' s , an acquain t ance ~hich greatly infl uenced his 
boyhood . On p,ige ~ of his book he wr:i. tes : 

" It wns about thi s time that I discovered th e wrlcs of that 
astonishing veteron Charl es Hamilton . One of rt11f uncles vns sn enthu­
siastic render of -the c,.. and the llngnet and he began to smd them to 
me, 

At first I """' quite bewildered by th.... What sort of schoolll 
were thes e? I wondered . The schools I kne-J were dismal buildings to 
which children trooped every morning ard afternoon for their l essons , 
but Greyfriars nnd St . Jim ' s did not seem like this s t nll . They were 
large , ancient ond r ambling and their pupils , >tho s l ept ther e , were 
all boys - at l east, they were described as boys though th ey vore long 
trousers like man, 8Dd oost peculiar coll= and jackets . The teachers 
seemed very odd, too . They were aier. who llOre square hat s and lo!l8 
black cloaks . 

\lbnt quee r lessons were taught ! What on earth was Latin? And 
the customs - flogging and fighli"8 , the in expliceble moral taboos . 
Why was it bad to smoke , drink, ard play cards? Quite nice people I 
- .. -.. ,-. ,- ,,,,, •,.,, .. , •,- ,-•,,. ............ ,,~,, .. .,, .... ,, .......... ,.,,, .. , ........................... ,, .... , .............................. ,, .. ,,R,H•••"'"" '" " "" " "" '"' " '"'" " '" '•' "''" '' '" 
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knev did 1 t every day. I was baffled . 

But I persevored, and eventually familiarised D\)'self w1 th the 
conventions of t he fonn. I accepted H,,.rry Wharton, Tom Merry, end 
the other 'decent chaps ' ns heroes. I learned t o r egard their stand­
ards as rny O"Tl , even when I could not see the reason for thoo. I 
l es rned to hate the ' cads ' and ' r otters' to laugh at Billy Bu.'lter rud 
Arthur Augustus D'Arcy, to fear Mr. C:uelch , and to respect Dr. Holmes. 

I oven began to wonder l.f the sto r ies were actw:.lly tru e , and 
if they vere, I rather wished I could go t o one of these schools, in 
spite of th e threshings, kickings, and other personal violences I 
would have to suffe r if I did. But which? Greyfriars or St . Jim' s? 
Suddenly I veighed the od1r.!n1llges of one 88Binst the other . 

I have dwelt at some l ength on this peculiar D\)'thology, because 
it r eall y did have n profou.'ld e :'fcc t on my mental development. I 
continued to r ood the Gem ard Magnet and from them I received uhat 
might bo ca.lled the schoolboys ' code. 

i/hcn I went t o Chailey thi s code wes of great value in enabling 
me tc settl e do-.m in what would otherwise have been a strange ard he­
wild eri.'lg world. True , Chailey was for from being a Greyfriars , but 
at certain points th ere was sufficient resemblance for ,mat I had 
learned of public school life to apply . To a cert.in degree I knew 
what to expect and what would be expected of me. r.llat ,-ould ot oorwisc 
have been a terrifying ordeal wns ma.de oui to bearabl e. 11 

"I H.-..d e Littl e Uut Tree" 'ft an ~spiri..ng tru e story of e I:k'l.."l1s 
wonderful courege, is published by Secker ond llarburg • 

.. .. * * • 
.nm SUPP03~! 

By P"ete"i-T."iirujger 

·,.'bat would the Na&r1et have been like had its car eer arnti nued 
after !lay 1940? No doubt every Greyfriars fan has asked himself that 
question dozens of tices and found him:,olf in very dark waters . I t is 
llll impossible t:isk, for we can only guess. 

Evon th o last series, beginning wit h !lo. 1683 "The Shadow of th e 
Sock" is difficult to evaluate. \las i t to be another Harry Wherton, 
Rebol1 seri es? They seemed to come in four -year cycles , so no doljbt 
we were due for anothe r in 1940. Undoubtedly, during th e war yeors, 
tho Famous Five woul d heve rescued R.A.F. and Luftwaffe pilots fr<!m 
crashed llircrnft. Bunter would have groused about the food shortage . 
I wonder what his r eac tions would have been to spam, snook and whale­
meat. And what would heve been Fisher T. Fish ' s gibes about Lend 



........................................................................................................ 144 ............................................................................................ .. 

l eiu,e end Marshall Aid ? 
Today , Bob Cherry would have been kidnapped by flying sauc er s 

end Sputniks . Perhaps, even, Bunter ' s postal-order would have 
arrived by now, 

(Editor ' s note: With his ow coll ec tion of Mngnets, Pete r hiu, 
used his imagination end dra wn up a list of about 200 t i t les which he 
thinks may well have appeared in t ho Schoolboy • s Own Libmry, It 
makes facinnting reading , though we have not the space 
to publish t he list, We fear , too, t hat we should be 
besieged by eXCi tod .read ers , all anxious to know from 
whence they could obt a in such o won:lerf ul coll ec t ion 
of S . O.L' s.) 

* * * * * 
Lm' ' S BE CONT!lOVffiSIAL 

(In thi s series, Eric Fcyne touches on certain matters 
of int eres t to studen t s of the Hamilto n pape r s , He 
gives his own views superficially. If you will write 
to him, expressing your opinio ns on the topics he dis ­
~usses t he will summarise readers ' views in a futur e 
issu e . J 

No. 38. UP, THE SCHOOL 

Critics of Chsr l eo ll:unilton •s schoo l stories have, 
on occosion , sum;ested that he was not str<Jn8 in his 
descriptions of gones. Thoueh I have plcyed a great 
deal of cricket in my ti110, it is probable ih a t I am 
not sufficien t of a spo r tso:nn to be able to pnss an 
autho rititive opinion on thi s matte r. 

c-r.:!L~ 
.. . ... #' -- -

AB one who love s cri cket dearl y, with only a mild ••~........,_,..,._ 
interest in other spo rt s , I would say that I a lweys 
fotmd his sporting desc ri pt ions completely adeqU'l te . 
There were three gre a t cricket se ri es in t he Magnet - the Lancaster 
seri es , th e Stacey series , the Bert ie Vernon se ri es , These, especial ly 
th e firs t two, must surely figure among the fine s t schoo l sto rie s ever 
written. In all three I found t he cricke t seque nces entir el y de l:4!ht­
f'ul. Whether the ac tual descriptions of the games were firsklass I 
shoul d not like t o say , but ih ey suited me. To 1I1lf taste, the atmos­
phere of the gnme was perf ectly presented , am I eaked for not hing 
more. 

I connot see that there is rrny nece ssity fo,: a writer of sto ri es 
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of thi s type to be abl e t o pen the type of description which must 
appeal to expert s at th e game, I would, in fact, query whether it is 
desirabl e . Too prol onged and detailed a descripti on of the game ~ t 
tend to obscure the plot of the story , however a tt rac t ive it mi;!bt be 
t o the keen cricket enthusiast. 

In white cover days ther e appea red in the Gem a long series of 
stories concerning a spo rt s contest . F.ach sto ry contained det ailed 

descrip tion s of var ious spo rting event s, These accounts 
may have been extr emely vell done, from the sportsman ' s 
poin t of view, but they left me cold. My impression is 
':hat i t takes more than a brilliont account of a game to 
1,ake a good s tory. In my view, Charles Hamilton's sport­
ing desc ri pt ions are a lways compet ent and adequate, though 
they mny not be brilliant . 

The old jingl e tell s us th a t "The game is more tbM 
the players of t he game; tho ship i s more then t he crew." 
For a school sto ry I would revers e that sentimen t. For 
more importan t t han the game is the char act erisa ti on of 
the pl ayer s and t he abosphere of the narr a tiv e; and 
Charles lie.mil ton never f ai ls with either chara cterisation 
or atmosphere . 

It' s just my point of view: What' s yours? 

• * • • * 
CONTROffllSIAL miom 

No, 36. 'IllANXS FCR THE ll!>!ORY, 

FRAIIK RICHARDS, I l ike very much the artic le "Thanks for 
the Memory." Remarque ' s remarlmble re mark couldn't be 

--•-•,u.-.... ... , more inexact . Memory i s the continuity of life. So far 
from ageing us, it kee ps us young, There are , of course, 
especially in a l ong lif e, painful recoll ectio ns t ha t we 

might be gl ad to lose, But the man wlx> can lin his youth over again 
in memory will neve r grow really old . 

When one reaches tho a.rmchair state of eristcnce, pi ctures from 
the paat take the edge of f Fat her Time's scythe. At seventy or eigh ty, 
who would choose to li ve llholly in the present and never in the paat? 

" l1bo would like to be beard saying , "Oh dear , ob, dear, this rh eumatiSD : " 
r athe r than "What a jolly day t hat van when I pulled up to St aines in 
1885." 

Let un keep up to date by a ll means, and find what pleasure we 
can in incane tax and H-bombs and otomic fall-<>ut, But if we want to ~··-- "' ••M-~-··-·-·-·-~·-·~-M•~~---·--••"• ••-· .. •----... -·~---.. -....... , ... ~-..... ,_ ..... , ..... , ...... ,.-.. ,.,_,~--
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l i vc l ong , and like it, l e t us keep our memori es gr een. 

TOM PORTER: I note th:lt "Let • ,. bo Controvo r sial " is nov 3 yea rs ol d. 
I have o.lweys followed 1ilis sec t ion of C.D • . :::.th gro a t interest , t houg!-, 
I don ' t often break into print. Frequen t ly I fini nzysclf , at all sort s 
of odd ti res, rec al l ing something yoo have wri t ten , or sooething 
written to you , reflecting on it s justice and wisdom, and also oru,ita 
cocrprehensi veness. You al ways S3.Y "I gi ve my olrl'l views superf ici ally" . 
If thi s is so , it is surprising how oony comments and r eflections you 
pock into one sho rt articl e . 

Regcrding "Thanks for t re Memory" if we op ply Reoarque ' s quota ­
ti on to the hobby I agree wholeheartedly with your conclusion that he 
was to.lking through his het , though I would iiko t o know the context of 
his quotation . It would prob:ibly make better sense ther e . As 11pplied 
to the hobby , I s houl d think thll t one woul d grow young ng:u11 thr ough 
the mor.,ory. Surely this is th e scnne of many of ~lordworth 1 s wonderful 
lyric s - Md what obout our own Frank Richard s ? Old in yer.rs , who is 
younge r in spirit thon he , with his rich s tor e of memori es ? 

"Nosta.l,p.ll " has al vo,ys struck ioo os one of th ose woros which is 
changing its meaning . It s original meaning is "melancholia, morb id 
memory," but it is not much used in that sense now. Today , fo r many 
poop le, i t summons up a feeling of tender , wistful pleasure fo r a happy 
pa s t, and we are only wistful because i t is a past that will never 
return . Many more "Controversi.al s" pleas e ! 

ROBERT STORY: I opine t hat as re gards "one grows old thr ough memory", 
Remarque i3 right - and so ar e you. Let ' s l ook at it in . this way. We, 
in our old boys: books , r ecapture youth in all its glo r ious episodes ; 
we live through happy t imes of bygone days , and really become r ejuven ­
ated in spi rit. On t he ot her hand, we shoul d feel really old if we 
jus t brooded and sighed for days gone for ever . In the firs t insta.'lce, 
we camot grow old from a wonderful relived memory. But if we all ow 
our memories to bring us sadness because all our del ightfu l past has 
gone t o join thousands of yesterdays, we f eel thet we "are not so young 
any mor e ." There are two different approaches far reliving mE!llories. 

DON WEBSTER: I am in entire agreement with you that nostalgia forms 
the basis of our hobby . Row wonderful it has been for me in recent 
weeks , with time on nzy hands, t o re-read some of tre Gees and l-!agnets 
of nzy y outh. What a thrill I got f rom reading "Bought Honours" in 
whic h Levi son impersonated Gussy , to win t he Greek priz e , Furthernore , 
what " pleasure i t is to recapture memori es of our youth when we see 
th os e covers am illust r ations we cherished idlen we bought our copies 
yesteryeai:, .. "Morbid .. melanch9lia " .. - .J!t,11.t ... ll9~ell,lle ! ................... , ........................... . 
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A BELOVED ARTIST'S BIRTllDAY 

From tm "Daily i'1ail" of mid-April. 
"Charles Chapman, who used to illustrate those hilarious tales 

of Gr eyfriars in the Magnet, was 81 yesterday. He cel ebrated by 
going for a two-mile cycl e r i de near his home at Caversham, Oxfordshire . 

'I'm good for another 20 years ," he chuckled. "Billy Bunter has 
kept me young.• 

He and Frank Richards , Bunter's cr eato r , meet regular ly to chew 
over ol d times . ' Frank wrote the situat ions am I pictured them,• said 
Mr. ChsJlll8!l. 1\/e were a great team for more than 4Q years . 1 

Billy Bunter i s immortal. Despite tm t ine lapse , Mr . Chapcan 
r eceived nearly 100 birthd ay cards fr om fans .• 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ltAJlTED: GD!S 313, 315, 316, 319, 320 , 321, 322, 328, 331, 332, 333, 
"~" ~~.5.~,m.m,385,• , B,w,m.~~m . 
m, lli,~ ,948, 95~ffl. m.~ . ~ . ~.~ . m. m, m . 
977, 979, 900, 984, 966, 969, 990, 992, 993, 998, 1116, 1126, 1129, 
1133. HJ.G!:ETS 45, 52 , 134, 136, 138 , 141, 195, 205, 238, 277, 318, 319, 
325, 344, 345, 346, 347, 353, 357, 358, 386, 388, 389, 400, 411, 417, 
469, 111, 119, 752, m, 809, 834, 849, eso, 656, 858, 862, 863, 864, 
865, 866, 868, 900, 921, 924, 925, 935, 936, 940, 942, 943, 944, 946, 
948, 949, ~ , 951, ~ , 955, 958 , 965, 967, 968, 996. POPULARS 370, 
385, 390, 396, 398, 452, 455, 461, 466, 474 • 
.00:C F~ ,. EXCEL.SIOR__BOWE, __ GROVE __ ROAD, SURBITON, ... SUJUU:Y.• -·--···-······ 
THE EDITOR IS SEEKING a f ew copies of COL!ECTORS • DIGEST AllilUAL Fell 

.. 1959, _ for overseas _readers ........ can_ anybody_ oblige? ······· .. ······•·······••· .. ····· .. ··•·• ····•········ 
~: Sexton Blake Library - 1st seri es - 11, 17, 371 105, 109, 111, 
198, 201, 219; 2nd series - 293, 296, 306, 422, 474, 4951 520, 667, 
Boy' s Friend Li brary - 1s t series - 10 1 68, 102, 105, 1<:!l, 1651 229, 
246, 669. 2nd series - 396. Union Jack - 689, 690, 691, 693, 695, 
102, 103, 704, 121, 122, 125, m, 732, 733, 736, 140, 743, 746, 749, 
751, 752, 1041, 1064, 1096, 1388, 1390. 
MRS. __ J . __ PAC't(!1.IN, ... 27 ARC!IDAIB __ ROAD,, __ EAST_roooCH , LOODON, s.E .22, ··-····· 

~: B.F. L. 351 "Black Battle Axe"; also any B.F.L' s cont airong 
historisl s tori es . Tl!URBo:I, 29 3rRA\/BmRY HILL ROAD, T\III:Kllfl!AN, MD.SX. 

15/ - each offered for !he fo ll owing Magnets - Nos. 648, 740, 742, 768·, 
771, ffl, 920, 921, 933, 952. LOFTS, 56 SHERINGHAM HOUSE, J.ONDO!I, N.11, 1, 
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Lee Cof umn 
Conducted by JACK WOOD, 328 Stockton ~e . York, 

1-ly recent complaints seem to have produced resul t s, and this month 
we temporarilY suspend Cmrles Churchill 1s series fo r another of Jim 
Cook' s letters fran St , Frank ' s . The series will be resumed next month 
and for July I have two interesting short articles in band , 

r'ROM YOUR ST, FRA!1K1S CORRIBPOilDEm 
By Jim Cook 

The main topic of conversati on recently has been Mlwood' s 
strange behavi our . Ile has been asso ciating wit h Study A. 

One dey he was unusually moody, for cm the previous evenin;; he had 
received a severe caning from the Read - a pwlishment he did not des­
erve , He had found c bottle of petro:j. in the bicyle shed, and wos 
using it to clean hi.s cycle , The petro l belonged to fullerton, the 
scamp of the Third, who had bought i t for the purp ose of making a pet­
ro l bomb. This is d8ll80rou.s , because it is so simple - you cork t he 
bottle with n length of rag , lig ht the end of t.'1e rag , and throw the 
bomb. As th e bottl e bursts , a vio l ent sheet of f lame roars out, The 
dan ge r1D anybody near by can be imagined , 

Fullerton came into the cycle shed , spotted Ralph Mlwo od using 
hi.s petro l , and went berserk . Fullwood , th e cycl e , and Full erton be­
came one SYirlini; cass , run one of the handlebars poked into th e Third 
Fomer 1s eye . And a t that moment Mr, Pycraft and ~Ir . Coal e of the 
East House were strolling peacefully- outside , and they- were sghast at 
what they- saw - Ful l er ton, with a hand clasped to his damaged eye, 

. being hotly- pursued by full ertcn who still gripped t he empty bottle . 
To his ln.n:liliation, Fullwood was marched t o the Head I s stuiy-. !Ie 

was not allowed t o give his versi on of t he affair , and l eft th e study 
af t er receiving a l ecture and si.J< strokes. 

Ralph Leslie Fullwood went t o his study , md was glad tha t his 
chum, Clive Russell, wos not there , Sore and humiliated , he sat down 
and rested his he,id in a.is arms on the table. He had not really- got 
over a bad at t ack of flu which had put him out for the important 
soccer match the previous veek . The thr ashing he had just received 
tumbled his spirits t o their lowest degree. · 

When Cliv e cace in , he advised Ralph to go to bed - and Fullwood 
meekly submitted to his chum's demand. As I said , he f elt to o weak to 



........ ··-·········-····-·-·-··-···---··-··--···-·-·-··- ··-·-·····- 149 ....• _ ........ -,.·-······- .. -·-··-·--""'"--···- ··-·· .. ··-
argue . The strong frienlship between Ralph and Clive had blossomed 
after Fulhrood saved the life of the Canadian junio r, some t erms ago 
during a holidey abroad . Ciive had known nothing of F'ullwood1s 
earlier weys at St . Prank ' s, but Ralph had changed under the healthy 
attachment of Russell , and since then he had been seen more often 1n 
the company of 1:ipper and ·co ., Handforth and Co. , and other woo bel ­
ieved 1n clean , decent living. I think anot her reason for fullvood 1s 
improvement was the sister Q.f Reggie Pitt vho boarded at Moor Vi ew 
School . If at any time Ralph I s thoughts were on the old days of gan­
bling ·and smoking, the influence of Winnie Pit must have deterred him. 

After Fullwood wmt to bed, Clive Russell was worried . He felt 
that his chum's trcuble was more than the af termath of nu. Clive 
shared the same little dormitory with Ralph, and vhen he went there he 
found Fullwood asleep. But , lo Clive Russe ll , it se"'1ed an uneasy 
slee p. 

The next morning, after breakfast , t hey made their wey to the 
.lncimt House lobby. There was a letter for Ralph, but before he could 
open it, the bell went for lessons. When he opened i t later, he ex­
tmcted t en pounds. 

'I/hat happened during t he r est of the day I have no idea , but, 1n 
the Junior Conmon Room that evening, several of t he fellovil ;,,marked 
on the anxiety that Clive had sholll at not finding his chum. Teddy 
.Long, the sneak of the Remove, suggested that Fullwood might be in 
Study A, pleying banker , Earlier in the day, according to Hubbard, 
Gulliver and Bell had been seen talking to t heir former leader , and 
the rumour spread that Fullwood was going hack to his old ways. 

Then, when evening came, Fullvood was missing;; It strengthened 
the gossip about Fullwood' s escapades afte r lights out in earlie r days , 
I n his dor.r.itory , in the moonlight shining through the windows, Clive 
waited in deep anxiet-; . When elevm o • cl ock st ruck, from t he school 
clock, be could mdure it no longer. 

He dressed, and slipped out of t he school , scaling the wall to 
drop into Bellton Lane. .l sharp frost covered the ground , making the 
countryside look cold md eerie. 

But vhen Clive reached his destinatio n, the White llarp , fullwood 
was not t here, so, miserable md alarmed, he returned to St. Prank 1s . 
He al100&t shouted with relief when, reaching his dormitory , he foum 
Fullwood as l eep in bed. 

llith a sigh , Clive went t o bed hiJ:ISelf, and soon fell asleep , 
but he was awakened by t oo sound of Fullwood shouting . He jumped out 
of bed , and hurried across to hi s chum. 

"What is old man?" whispered Clive . 
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hear-? " Re gripped Clive ' s shoulder . "Tell me •. " 

"You were saying something about fi£ty pounds" said Clive mis­
erably, "Won't you t ell me wmt the trwb l e is, Ralph? I'm worr ied 
sick . i'lhy do you talk of fifty pound s? " 

Fullwood seemed to be struggling with himself . Then he said: 
"It's ell over now. I had to get illty pounds fo,, a very special rea ­
son, and I ' m sorry if I've seemed to be acting a bit quee rly . It won' t 
happen agair. . " 

The next day was a half-holida,y. WheD Fullwood announced that he 
was going for a walk and missing t he soccer match with He!Jnford , Clive 
beCW!le suspicious , and decided to follow him . 

i/hen his chU111 tmned left after passing through t he schoo l gates , 
Clive was puzzled , fo r that WR¥ led to !lan,lington Moor and the Moor 
View Scho ol , Had Fullwood been his old se lf , he would no doubt soon 
have realised tliat he W83 being followed , but now he kept on without 
turning round. At a junction of th e lanes, Fullwood halted , From a 
bed.8e , the watching Clive saw a schoolgirl come ove r the hill and Full ­
wood hurried to meet her . It W83 Winnie Pi tt. After a while he sa w 
Ralph hand the girl a packet , and very short l y afte rwards they parted. 
Suddenly Russell made up his mind . 

Surprisingly, fullwood was not diacayed to firo. that Clive had 
shadowed him. Rather a look of relief c..,,e over his face when Clive 
SUddenly stepped out into the lane . 

As the affair is now all over , I have Fullwood' s and Clive ' s 
percussion to tell. But I first saw Winnie Pitt and sou,tht her perar­
ission , for it began ,11en she weDt to her box and found that £SJ be­
longing to the School Sports Buni had disappeared. It was the money 
entrusted to her aa tre83urer of the c lub. Somehow, Joan Tarra.'lt and 
hor ftiem Maudie Royce got to hear of the theft and took delight 1n 
passing on the news t o Ralph . At once, t he implication of the mis sing 
money became urgent . It had to be replaced before tongu es started 
wagging , end Fullwood decided to se t about replacing it . He was going 
to make his ten pound s ·,ork for him . He took some off Forrest and Co., 
a little more of Kenmore and Co., a sessions at the White Harp brought 
1n a bit , and a win on the horses aloos t CIB.de up the £50, The final 
£5 almost drove luJll crazy . 

At the country fair near Banni.ngton , the proprietor of a boxing 
boot h was willing to give £5 to anyone who could put his "yow,g Ern on 
the noor. " 

Fullwood put Yow,g Ern on the floor in the firs t round, so great 
was his . strength,, and .• fury •• ,. .. He .• won. t h, £5 , 
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The total sum of £50 was in the packet which Clive saw hiln give 

Winnie Pitt the following day in the lan e . 
The missing fund money re msins a mystery , Eithe r an intrude r 

gain ed access to Moor View School , or somebody in the school stcle it . 
That Fullwood did go back to his old bad ways is true , but it was 

an honourable move. The very t hooght of repeating the f eat of obtaining 
£50 in a Ii.mi ted time makes him go hot all over . He had his reward llhen 
be saw the li ght that danced in Winnie Pitt I s eyes when he handed her 
th e money. 

Forre st and Co. are perp lexed . Full wood jus t i gnores them. Which 
seems ra t her strange to the cads of Stuiy A since Ralph Leslie tcok • 
few pounds off them at cards . 

To me, i t would be extremely in te resting to see a chR.llenge for 
the l eader ship of Stuiy A, Fullwood and Forrest pitting t heir wit s 
against each other. Gore-Pearce I don' t count, although he has a 
s treak of cru elty in him that woul d soon find the surfac e in any battle. 

~ : The Po!'ll= : 127-135, 137, 138, 141- 145, 147- 159, l Sl-163, 166, 
169-171, 174-184, 18&-188, 190, 191, 193-201, 203- 205, 207- 211, 220-229, 
231, 311, 313, 314, 316-318, 320-322, 325-334, 336-3d3, 345-347, 349, 
350, 353-357, 359-161, 300, 381, 388;398, 40\ , 406, 411-415, 418 , 428, 
449, 451, 452, 454-456, 459-463, 465, 466, 469-488, 499, 518, 544, 545, 
547- 551, 556-558, 560-566, 568-571, 572, 577, 578, 581, 591, 596-599. 
S.O. Ls - 60 , 68. 
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Sexton Blake Today 
NEW S.B.L' s REVIEl'IED BY WALTER \/ESB 

APRIL - 19(,0 

CONFLICT WITHIN (No, 449) .... ...DESMOrm REID 

Femininity is stro ngly tepr esented , no fewer than six att ract ive 
:nembers of the fair sex being fe a tur ed , This apa rt from Paula and 
Mari on , not to ment ion th e ageless Mrs, Barde ll. 

Concerns a series of robberies in which post and j ewellery office s 
and sundry ot her buildings are broken in t o, A poli ceman intervening in 
one raid i s run down by a car driv en by one of the gang , tllien he di es 
it is a murder hunt t hat Sexton Blake becomes invo l ved in . 

Quite well writt en and wi t h sustained interes t , it us , however , 
no more than a cut-to-patt ern murder myste ry, The killer of the pub­
lican Kelsey and too j eweller Brasby 11ill not pro ve too difficul t to 
dis cov er. With so many women crowding the stage it had to be one of 
th em. Rating . . ...... . Good. 

BULLErS TO B/.Gl!DAD (No, 450) ...... PHILIP CHAMBERS 

I t' s quite a time since we !>lard anything about tha t notorious 
worl d-wide conf ede r acy, the Organisatio n . 

In penetra ting to it s nerve centre in t he Middle East, Paul a f inds 
herself in vol ved in th e sl ave traffic . It nearly involves Bl ake in a 
bit t e r quarrel with Craill e and r esults in a commission which t axes 
to the uttl os t his physical and irental r esources . To fir>:! Paula. 

For tile honey -blonde secret ary has found r eal tro ubl e out ther e . 
Having succeeded in t he task she had se t out to accomplish, that of 
di scov ering the i den t i t ies of the men imo had planned to seize power 
in Baghdad , t he strength of t he Arabs massing on the Iraq f rontier, 
deta il s of arms shipmmt s , etc ,, she i s in th e bai t which will l ead 
Blake into their hands, 

When Blake and Tink er st ep into th e poli t i cel fer.:: ent, action on 
a cin emascopic scal e is fas t and furious . Rating ... .... Very Good, 

• * * * * 
GElfERAL COl!NEllTARY 

~: Br:i;!jlt and attractive as usual , In por traying Paula wit h 
reddish brown hai r , Mr. Jaeoby leaves himse lf open to criticisn by 
Blake f ans who lik e their charac ters dr awn acco rd ing t o the aut hor • s 
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conception of them. And that patch of pale green above ard at tile s ide 
of too gir l 1s l eft eye will be bound to provoke cOllllDE!lt, Perhaps it i s 
intended to be a portion of tile back8roll'ld , but looks for all the world 
as if Paula i s sprouting fre shly gree n locks t o her al d the am val of 
spring. 

:WLBAG: Highli8J!t this month is Len Packman1 s defe nce of Blald.ana 
policy ard Martin Themas' counte:r-offensive. It is ra ther surprising to 
learn t hat so many as 00 per cent of C.D. r eaders are only interested in 
the past . _..,, one who is interested in every milestone of Bl ake hi sto ry 
(including that particular period which has so aroused th e ire of Mr. 
Thomas), I can assure them that they ar e missing some of the most en­
erossing Blake novel s ever vri tten. Plots on t he average are better 
constructed than ever before, loose ends secured mor e tidily, character­
i zat ion is soum whilst certain links with the past remain unbroken. 

For eL'l!llple, in No. 449, Mrs. Bardell re verts all t oo briefly to 
her Bardellis"' of t he Gwyn Evens era ; lie still have that gram old 
warrior, Chief Inspector Coutts and one or two other old-timers are on 
tile retained lis t . 

Our old fri end, George Harsden Plummer, seems to be popular with 
the fai r sex. 'l'wo lady readers warmly welcome bis reinstatement in t he 
Library this month and hope he will not be a llowed to stray away 88'W'· 
And so aay all his admirer s. But Plumer playing a lone hand was never 
so intere st ing as ,., en partnered by his gl.BmorCAlS female associate , Vali 
rlata Vali , known as the Bird of Paradi se. The infe rence is obvious. 
Bring back v ali ' too. 
QQ!filfil!: Welcome to new author, Philip Chambers. He has an excepti on­
ally good sto ry to te ll and puts it over with strong, dnmlatic effect. 
Certa inly one of too discoveries of 1960. I have assumed in the Reviews 
that t he notorious le"8'1" of criminals which he r efers to in bi s novel 
as the Organisa t ion i s , in fact, the same confederacy which other 
autho rs before him have r efe rred to as the Syndicate. Surely there 
cannot be two separate organisati ons on the same ide nt ical lines? 

• ••••••••••••••• •• • •• •• • ••• • •••••• •• 
SALE: 28 Nos. of C.D. 6/ - lo t . Alb1111 of stamps £2 . D. Coke's 'Bending 
of"-;;: Twig' 3/ - . Prices incl\xle postage. Would exchange. 

65. BFl."fi!AM. STRmI' • .• BELFASr. "··-···-··-· .. ··-····-··- ·- .. ·-·····- .. ···· ···· '""··-·-·"'"""'"'"-'""' 
~: llafp,et ard Gem double numbers before 1920. 
G. H. RANSO!i, 2(f/ BASINGSTOKE ROAD, RF.ADJNG, BmKS. 
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OL.O .BOYI/~ EOOJ< c_}LU.B 
ttecttna held 28th Harch, 196o· 

A new llllllber, Hr . HJlland , Introdu ced by Jeck Cort>ett , had a hearty welc ocie trom t.he twelfl aar:bera ftho assect>led In Roca No. 5. O\a=bers or Comeroe . Art.er a dlac:usst on on tbl annual ~union "lt.h Northern at Chesterf i eld In June, we got doM!. ~ a very In­t.ere.sung prograame . It.em mmi>er one was a qutz on citxed SJbjects . Devi sed by ~selt , It 'fl'&S mor e d lt flcult than usual , and onJ.y Too Port er had any success, 
Next tal lowed Joe ttarsr.cnts aelectlons tcr hta 'loj oum on a Desert Isle . Tbest .-re (1) tl,agnet Htk l rc Serles . (2} Couz-trteld cracts::an Serles . (J) Vln(U8J'd , circa 1925. (4) Tom Herry Annual. or 1949, (5) c.o.A . containing tb e article on Red rt.agneu . (6) Di ck , u, e Penmn , series of Nag.nets. (7) Nelson U:e No. 179. (8) Frank Richards • Autob i ography . We cC11gratulated Joe on hi s selec ti ons , and al,o were grate ful to ht11 t or the gift ot twelve eges ffltch were up tor rarrie Jn coMec t ton with the library. 

These were won by the Treasi.rer. The usual Library Rarne was won by ceorp:e Chatham. As a cbange tr-om the ort.hodoz, \h i ne xt lt em was a talk on Sherlock Holmes, glffn In h la USUAl. "'1\tu tcal but excellent sty l e by JolVI To:tllnson . The ttrst st ory of the great det.ecttve , •s tudy In Scarle t • appeared In Beatonts Annual . Tbl:11 wa.s followed by •ni e S i gn ot rour• . Then the Strand Hagai.tne published 12 stor ies, Including •1.civentures ot Sherlock Holoes , • •ttemotrs ot Holmu .• 'Hound ot the Ba.skerv t lles ,' •Valle y or rear• P&ai,ty Hou.,e,• •0anc tng Ken.• Str A. Conan Ocyle got tt : ed or HolJlea, and •11qutdat.ed' h i m. However, he had created too populer a character ror tha t sor t or thtnc . end publtc demand COt'C)llled him t o reincarnate him. •Hts La.st ~ r «i>Und Holae s as a mst.er spy In the 191lr18 war . When Conan Doyle died In 19}0 his son , John ~an Conan Oo7le , In collabara tt on with an American Rrlt.er, republished some ot th e detective y&ms . 
A very ti ne talk. , Jack Tomlinson , well deserving the recep ti on It rece l'ffd. After the Inte rval, 11adge Corbett read OM or the f1ldl&nd 1958 Cup entr i es • a St . Frank'• Ima yam ent itl ed 'Randtorth Irrrestlgates" by yours tnilY. 
Next meet i ng , noncsw , 25th Apr il, th e la st " ahall hold a t t he Chan:bers ot Cor:merce. It la t alrl.Y de tl nlt.e that our new hocie will be the Hope 61111 Anchor Restala"Mt f.c:iCl.l.00 St ree t, Btrm ln.ghBD, opposite the Uni vers it y and next door t o the Public Library. 'nlat Is , t roa the May D!et lng onward. 

KARRY BRCSTD • Stcreta:y . 

Those Yd)() were ab l e to get along to Cah Il l ' a Rest auran t, Sydney , on F'rlda, , Aprll 8th • found It one of the a:ist enJoyoble met tlngs to date . The elec t ion ot or tlc era re1ulted In Syd 6Qrth and Bette Pate be lrc returned to ottt ce aa Chaln:mn am Secretary re specttve).y, wl fJl Ernie carter the new treastrer , replacing 8 111 Rall, who ha3 been 
unabl~ to be with us for soim: ttlll! on &ceOWlt ot hi s out- of-town "Drk.. 

Hat n topic ot lnt.ertst "a s the club nngaz l ne 800 Syd Snuth had brough t alo~ the reproduc ti on to be used In pr inting the cover. All be i ng well, the mgutne will bt readY In two week.a• tt a., and copies 0J¥ be obtttned direct from SYd s.,,th , 1 Brandon Street , ClovtllY , N.s.w. , Atutral t a , tor a cost ot lJ- (£na llsh 1 pos t tree . It t a hoped to produ:e t~ mqa:tne each QU&l"te.r , t ea wrlna oversea.a talent u well as local contrtbut l ona . We reel sure tbts publica ti on wtll be en.Joyed by all Cbose lnteruted In tile hobby • 
.............. Con-e,pondence d en11ns .. wt th tb t. Nart l n 'IbOClll! ,ar ticle ln }he rel:nlaryy :B+· .. • as .... 



then .·dlsooss~ ,·-and "ceaie rs .. eipressed ... ~ei?ieen disapproval ' or' U1e
0 

art icl e ... ,~ Hedl ers 
wtsh to r ecord t Ml r apprec lat ton rar the sterling errort pUt int o Bl aklana by Joste aix1 
Len Pactmn , llld reel that tM New Lo~ Is rece lTlng a ta lr share ot the space by tiavSng 
a page allo t ted ror Walte r Webb' s reviews ,tilch are always excellen t. 

Then meiwers se ttled down t,o the reall.y pleasant part or the eventng 1s proceedings , 
th e reading or the letters rrom our gooci fri ends overseas . F'rom Er-le Fayne , as a.11'i.3YI, 
a.11 the l a te st news toget her wtt h a ioost Int eres t ing newspaper article on the Bunt er 
Show; l ett.e rs rra:i our good rrtend s t n the roor Clubs , viz . Ben Whiter. Ron Hodg.soo, 
Ha..-r'7 Br ost er , and frank ll1wln. And las t, but not least, the ever-popul&r News Letter 
and Foghorn. 

Discuss i on ror r.hts meet i ng centred arouoo the t aDOUS Bll lY Bw,ter, with Syd 
Smyth and Bruce Fowler , tffo staunc h Hamtl tonlans , cross ing swords In def ence and attack. 
lt was so good a ciebat.e that even th e Blake enthus t uts t el t t hat the re may have been 
somethl1"€ worth r eading bes :de the Union Jack a rter a ll. (Sony , ctiaps1} Poor old 
Bll lY' s cl\araete r was r ent a.sunder In a most Interesting debat e with hfflours sligh t ly 
tn Cavour or Bruce Fowler who was upholdlf€ the Bunter or early daYS. 

We gathered up th! pi eces about 8.30 s eparated U'le h,ysterlcal Kaml1'onll;fls , and 
declared th e meet ing clos ed unt 11 Fri day, May 6t h , l'tlen battle may be Joine d again . 

B. PA'lt: - Secre t ary. 

§un(Say1 10th April 

It was with deep regret t hat we ree et ved t he news or U"Je death or one or our 
oldest meat>er5, Mr. Swit zer. Ke Joined us In Marcil, 19531 a>d was a regular and Talued 
mew>er until the last year «' t wo l'lhen Ill - heal th i:tede It IJll)Ossl bl e !or hl ci to au. end. 
His Jocular re rerences t o Dick Tur,>tn caused ma.ny a chJcitle at u,e meetings . His death 
occurred at U'le age or 79. The Chatrman opened t he discus si on oo the: cre yrrtar s cup 
Competit ion. Agreement was reached as t o how this year ' s coqM!tltt on will be !orud. 

A quiz based on the Creyrrlars Holi day se r i es was then glven by F'rat»C Unwtn. fh t s 
was a nonl Idea , ror blank caps or F.rigland were handed out, and rroci a series or 
quest i ons we had to deduce t he rout e taken by the Greyrr lars Juniors. gfll Windsor 
Can! first, follo ,led by Don Webst er . During the Inte rval a ties.sage was received rrom 
Pat Lart ey. He Is sti ll Wldergol ng hospi t al tr eatment, but ,-opes to be back wit h us 
soon. 

A t our-part quiz was then g iven by Don Webst er . Spllt Into t our gro ups , we bad 
to answer a series or quest i ons en !oor subj ects - sport , Dickens, Old Boys ' Boob ald 
det ec tl vu . Jim Walsh won, the "Nrlt.er o! tbe se notes bei ng second. The las t quiz was 
also by Don Webster. Two teairs were t on:ied, ooe le<I by Jim Walsh, th e other bY the 
Secre tary. E~h group rece ived a bag of eo\ll t ers , each counter havt ~ a l e t t er or the 
alphabet st ~ en It. rroa the ptle or counters we had t o make up names of the 
charac te rs rrom th e tolll" schoolS . This was harder Qian It seer:i.d , as t here was a re­
llXlrkabl e shortag e or tE•s . Jt m Walsh's t eam"° " by thirt een points t o ten. 

This ended the thN?e ll1d a halt hour meet.Ing fflltch was enjo yed b.Y all. Prese nt 
were Don WebstE·r, Norman Pragnell , frank Case, Jim Welsh, Btl l Windsor, 8111 Creenwood 
and frank llur l n. Next me ti ng. SUndaY, 8T.b Nay, 6.30 p.m. 

HQlNAH PIUCNELL - Secret.arf . 

<jQ'l April (If. 239 Kyge Park Road. 
It "3S th e Annual General Me-etlrc and the 10th Anniversary tteet!ng ct t ht Club, 

Cbalnoon, 8111 Wllllaoson, said a rew lfllU'ds to rnrk the occas i on. and remarked the.' 
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three ot the ortgtnal rounder 1111ct>ers were present that even tng - Ctny All l90n , Harry 
Barlow !lld htmseir. 

The 8alance Sheet presen t ed by th e Treasurer, showed th e Club to be tn a sound 
rtnanctal positio n with no worri es or any ktn<I. 

8111 wnuamson r etired as Chalrmn t o tecoa Vt ce-cha tnnan and Ceocrrey 1il'Hde was 
ele ct ed as Chaln::on fer Ule nex t twelve months. The othe r oftlc lals were re-elected 
C:1-b}OC . 

After bus iness, "° s ett l ed dom to a gare sent u., by Den Webster - •Do you spell 
ltke Bunter?• flllch eause-d D:llch laught er and scratch ing or heads . t th ink some or the 
ans wers ~·,ould h.'.lve llllde even Bunter bl In'.<. 

Cerry All ison tren g~ve a read ing from the Jul.Y 1959 s .P . c. •Red DaM'I over SUnny 
Bayes - a sat Ire by Arthur Koyse . 

During tlle cwrse or th e eventn, t he wtnnt rc •schoolbo ys Hern ld' had been pessed 
round an:3 the onl1 tb tng mtss Ing t roo ,mother grarxf miettng was the Creyt rJ ars CUp. 
However , I •m happy to say th a t Ult s has now arrlvt'.ld Md wlll be In th e place or bonoi.r 
ot the ti.Jy ireetl~. 

R. Rax;SON - Hen. Secretary . 

A goO<l gather ing ot 29 l!ll:rtiers as::.ecbl ed In th e ' Rag" at Wood Cree:, t or the Aprll 
t1ectlng. Cil.:est or honour was Ray Hopkins,~ rroc Seattle, U.S.A. lie was give n a 
warm welco~ by t he Chairman and all those presen t . 

Ott l c l al bus iness dis posed ot, the Chairr.an , Len !'nckt:'All, star t ed th e soc ial .side 
"It h a shcrt QUIZ. Frie ~ne e won this , wit h 3ob WtHter In se cond place . MUltce nt 
L..Ylc reoo an excerpt t roi:1 Hagnet 1t.cir1 'The Boy from Beker St reet .• Gru t was the 
~r r:men t roused by this Nad l fC. 

Er ic f'8,fne conduc ted his qu i z , a tl'fO""teac cine - School House captaine d by Reiger 
Jen}' !r.:i :,llld New House capta ined by Bob h'ht t er. Tbe !lew House won by 15 paints to 14, 
no·,cl pr t~es be ing awarded t o the wlMlng t eam. 

La\!."'E'nce Horle 7 wos applauded for his sel ecti on or Deser t Island Books. F'lnal ly, 
V r. Packtrnn r ead a chapter f rom Herbert Lecitenby•s 1 f1ell'X)rtes or Old Boys' Books" , en-
t It !( a' '"° i\lM2.lng Pai r- - the Magnet and Ceo. This wo.a 111Jch enjoyed , and with votes 
or ::nanks to the host.s, Bob 311d Ene en Whit er, the 11X?et1ng terclna t.ed. N~xt gather ing 
Sunday , t"..ay' 15th , at a venue to be decld~ . 

lt:cL£ 8f}WJ11N 

, ~ •• •• • ••••••••••••••••••• e • ••• ••••• ••••c,• 
,!2i. lln Aust ralian-produced O. B. s.c. magazine. It ls relt sw-e that r eaders or t he 
c .o. w111 be lntc rtated In th e GOU>Di HOURS HACAZHE. ~ rtr st Iss ue Is sn.ll&ble NCW. 
pri ce 41- post t ree . Articles on Sexton Blake , ?.c. Wodchou.,e, T. a. Reed, •sch ool tor 
Sl3Ckers" and a btg budget or news rnici i; . o. c. Lotts t n his tn l c ltabl e manner. 

I t Is hoped that ffl& Get.DO: HomB HACAZHE will be a QUartcr lJ' paper. In t ac t, 
th e June I.sue ls be i ng coir.plled riow, with ar t icles by T. W. Twyrm and c . R. Samways 
tn vtew as well a, othe r readab l e et rorts by nai:ies wellook.1101·.i, to everyone. Send sUb­
scr tpt toru1 to SYD SHYTH, 1 Brandon St reet , Cloval)y , 11.s.r1. , Austral to. 

THE LONOOtl CLUB LIBRARY RAB FOR S.ILE: Double NWDbcr r.ognet l,61. 151 •• Gc,.s 571 • 585 
Btl ].y Bunter a t St. Jim' s seri es cocplete {exce;,t for No. 581) ~ - . WAHTfI> TO BUY -
ci:rtatn Magnets , Gem., and SchoolboY1s O'l'l'ls pr ior to 19}2. Top prices paid . 
ROCf.R Jt?fi( INS 1 •nu; F'IRS•, EASTERN ROA.D, RAVt.m', AA.'lT'S. 

wifc;-;;_; allY goal b inding copies or Mf..GNOS 1257, 1258, 1262, 126.}, 1267, 1268-:--1269, 
, '~· 1279, 1310, 1313, 1350, 1382, 1W.O, 1163, 1451,, 1165, 1456. 1556, 1561, 1585, 

~.~~;. ... ;.~, .. ~:~.~.IT~~-~~~~~~~~.~~.-~· ·-~-~~~- ~~~:~.~~~-· ::~,~~~~.1~~: ........ -· ., .. ,., ........ ,.. 



.. ._ .. ·•·······•··•········ ......•............•...........•. ·····-·················-··· . .157 ···········-····--......................... _ ........ - ....................... . 

rur; ro~1-r:::~-r ....., J ....., J -'-'.:.> 

(Last month' s sto ry in this series was written by 1,'innie P•rlridge 
of the l-lidland Club .· Here is a London entry . \le shall disclose th! 
name of the writ er next month. ED. ) 

THE CASE OF THE r;rssm:: TREATY 
by Peter Todd 

It was a cold cheerless morning in Shaker Stree t. Fog l apped 
round the windows and made it dark without , whilst the lack of the 
necessary shilling for the gas-meter made 1 t dark within. Shol!tes was 
in one of his reveries: having taken his usual overdose of hashi sh , 
he lay in his customary attitude of e l egance , vi th his feet reclining 
gracefully on the mantelpiece as he played a melody of hear t-r endi.,ig 
sadness on his jew I s harp . 

"No more, I pray you, ShoJ;.:.es, '1 I exclamd, as the tmie rose to 
a shri ll crescendo, "you have already touched th! very depths of my 
being wit i, yrur music . In 8Illl case I am worried about the loss of my 
Post Office Savings book and I cannot settle down to enjoy t he melody. 

"So be it, Jotson ," he repli ed, laying down hi s instrument in th 1 

coal - scuttle ( which fortunately happened to be empty, owing to our 
recent difference of opinion with the coal merchant about an out stand ­
ing account) . "That loud Jmocking at the street door tells me we have 
a client ." 

nHow ever in the world did you deduce that? " I exclaimed in 
astonis!Jnent . "It might be only a tradesmen . " 

"The reasoni ng is simple , my dear Jot son, " he explained. "We 
have exhausted our credit in the neighbourhood . The trade sMcn have 
given up calling for orders , and they have also despai red of collectin; 
the money we owe them. Therefore it can only be a client who call s . 11 

I remained s ilent, ,truck dumb with admiration and awe of tlJ> 
penetrating intellect of my frien d . The silence was broken by the 
arrival of our client who fell over . .a footstool as he entered t he 
room. "A light, I beg you, Mr. Sbolroes," exclai.md our visi t or, vho 
was none other than M. de Trop, t he French Foreign Mini s ter. 

111 regret, monsieur, I dare not ligh t the gas . Enemies are 
watching for ma everywhere," was Mr. Sholmes anm·ier. "All ow me to 
guid o you to a seat on this comfortable chesterfield. If you avoid 
the broken spring a.'ld the nails projecting from the am , you will be 
perfectly at ease . '1 

A s li ght squelll from our guest as he punctured hiI!ISelf on sorze 
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all for e igner s are , I thoug ht . 

"I have come to you, ClOn c her Shel.mes , on a matt er of the utmost importance to our two CO\llltri.es, " said i•I. de Trop, as socrt as he had recovered from his anguish . "But first of a ll , my I speak freel,Y'? I fancy I hear the stertorous breathing of a third perso n in t he room. " "It i s only my old friend , Dr. Jotson , " was Sho~ assurance . 
"Both his wind and his intellect ar e of a dec ided ly limited nature , 
and so you may speak freely .• 

"Well , as everyone knows , t he secret treaty of Dover hes just 
been concluded between Ehgland and France ,• resu ned :. . de Trcp . "Uot 
all the newspapers are aware of t he t erms of the treaty , and it is therefore vit al that it should r emain a secret indefinitely - or a t 
least lll'ltil th e evcn i.ne edi tions of the newspapers . I require your ansistruice , for I am being shad owed by an agent of n foreign power who wi3hes t o obtain my copy of t he secret treaty which I have in my 
br east pocket - Helas ! It is gone !" said our vi sito r , breaking off with n shrill cry of disma y. 

"You may leav e the matter safe ly in my hands , " re plied Sholmes . 
"l!eturn here at llll'lch-tu,e today , w en the sec re t treat ; sr.all be returned to you. Come Jotson , " he added to ioo ae soon as our visi t or 
had stumbl ed out , moaning, "the game's afoot !" 

I n:arvellcd at ih e keenncsa of his expre ssion . ill his l a.,guo r had dropped from him like a cloak , md his nos tr ils dil atod li ke a 
bl ood. hotmd ' s as we rushed rctmd to our first port of call , t he Shake r Street Post Office. At Sholl:le ' s request I s tayed out side and kep t watch . He soon emerged , jingling some money in his pockets . 

"here • s my fir s t discov e ry , J otson , 11 he said with e. scilo, as he handed me my Savings Bank Book. "But we are t oo late . The balrutce of 7/ 6d was rl thdrawn thi s morning . " 
All my enquiri es about how he had found. the book and where he 

had obtained th e loo se change in his pockets lJe refu sed to answer . 
"You C1USt allow me some little mysteries of my own, oy dear Jo t son ," was a ll he would SlJ//, and knowing Sholme s as I did I knew t he mat t er would have to res t til ere . 
We then r e turned to our apartment s , where Sholmes ins erted a shilling in the gas -<110ter and lit th e gas . I bad to shade my eyes , which were quite dazzled wit h thi s unusual br ill ian ce, and whm I had 

gro wn accus tomed to th e l ight I saw Sholmes ri sing from hi s knees by the foo t stool over which our visit or had stum bled earli e r fa tile r:iorn ­
ing . In his hand was an official document • 

. _ .... , .. I _had no .time fo~eech 1 f or M. de Tr3. was alread y back with 
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an anxious l ook on his face . 

.. Here i s the tre aty , monsieur," said Sholmes, with his customary 
neglil,ence . "Any se rv ice I have been abl e to r ender your camtry is 
not, of course , r equirizi8 to be paid , but - " he edded hast ily as our 
visitor turn ed t o l eave - "there are of cours e, certain out of pocket 
expenses which your Embassy will doubtless wish to disburse ." 

A French banknote changed hands , and Shol.Jnes pol itely shDwed our 
vi sitor out. He r e turned gleefully . 

"Low as the French fr anc stan ds on th e Exchange at thl moment, 
Jotson ," he =arked, "yet I fancy t hat this banknote is not enti r ely 
worthl ess . Cooe, let us away to t he l!il e EM Road, where I lmow a 
s tall at which we can purc hase winkles and ging er - pop for two fo r thi s 
very SU!!I ... 

* * * * • * • * * 
GREYHUARS CUP CO,iP£TITION 1960 

1 • A magazine of 5 foolscap pages , folded to fom an is sue of 20 
pages - the size of C .D. monthly. 

2. The title t o be "THE NS. POPULAR". 
3. Con ten t s to be l short sto r ies , one of which MUST deal wit h 

Sexto n Blske , t he other .!!!2_ may be School St ories of St . Jim ' s , 
Greyfri ars , Rookwood or St . Frank ' s . 

4. No specifi ed nuc,ber of pages to each st ory, but magazine is NOT 
to exceed gQ pages . 

5. All entr ies t o be typ ewritt en. 
6. No illu strat i ons whateve r, but the main t itle moy be printed in 

ornamental l etterizi8 . 
7. All contributions MU3T be written by members and be anonymous , 
8. Closizi8 dat e - }oth NOVOOER, 1960. 
9. Any entries not observizi8 these Rules will be disqualified . 

10 . All entri es will be marked with a di stizi8ui shing symbol which 
will be is sued to all Clubs at a late r date, to gether with 
address to which complete entries sre t o be sen t. 

11 • The name of the julge will be annou.~ced as soon as his conse nt 
has been re ceived , snd his name will be publi shed in C.D. 

• * * • * * * * • 
O D D S AN D ENDS 

by Gerry Alliso n 

THOSE QUOTATICIIS. Don Webster once said how much pl easure one gets 
in rec ognising the many literary end classical all usions which appear 
t hr~hout . th e_ 11r i t ~s .. of Charle s _Hamilto n •.• A _le tt er ,,,I .. ,have,.Jlll1.t ...... .. . . 
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received from Tom Bopperton says the same thing . 
Tom writes: "I have just spent a month on my back, and during 

that time one of my 81!1lsements has been in cogitating Hamil ton quot- I 
ations - not for the first ti me. I can identify pretty nearly all of ' 
them, but three stood out as baffling . I knew that "urge the flying 
ball" lurked sanewhere at the back of my mind, but I could not bring •• 
it t o t he front. It bas now dawned on me that it is from Gray's "Dis- I 
tan t Pro spec t of Eton College." 

"The other two, both pre-war, sti ll s tump me. F.dwardian j unior s i:.. 

continually chortled "bye-bye, Bluebell" and cnide prol etarian types 
addres sed Bunter as "Fat Jack of the Boneyard." "Blue bell" suggests 
a song ; "Fat J ack " possibly - a dreadful, but I dunno! Can you cast 
any light?" 

Well, I found "Fa t Jack of the Bonehous e" in Partridge's 
'Dictionary of Slang .' It dates fran 1850 , and merely means a very 
fat man, but no so ur ce in given. I cannot trace "Bye-Bye Bl uebell " 
which was a phrase continually tootled by Tixed Tim, and wuffled by 
Weary Willy. Anybody any wiser? 

Incidentally, I have often wondered whether Frank Richards or 
Bill y Bunter was at fault when the latter described himself as ' Kindest 
fri end, and noblest foe. ' Tennyson's ' Princess ' seem odd reading f or 
Billy, and it is not a likely subject for Eng. Lit. in the Remove. 
The co rrect rend ering i s: 

Then they praised him, soft snd low, 
Called him worthy to be loved, 

Truest fri end and nobl es t foe: 
Yet she neither spoke or moved. 

* • * * * * * * * 
t.lff'Rl.£1 by w, o, c, LOf'TS 

t read Gerry .Ultson•a little pl eee wttb great arll.lSement la.at month; and bis 
claim to be abl e t.o tell a genutne Hamllton story 1n ten woNa. It Gerry can lndeed 
do this he m.iat be a Tery cl eTer rel.low. In atUlll'er 1 JboU:::.d lik e to quot1r a s.hon 
extract f'lUl a •Hqnet' aasumed b7 leading HamJltonlana wrl ter a t o be a gerai1ne Cbarles 
Kam11 ton a tor.,. 

111agnat1 No1 e 41, Hareh 22nd1 1224, 1Fl3hY's Tre asure• - St.art ot O\apie.r 2. 

•Glt1' 11:tuS rlifter Tarlton f'lsh a f8'1' cSaJs l ater tn stud)' No. 14 at the end of 
the Remcrre passage. 

Is there 8111' gre at d1tterence betMen t.bla itiraslna and the Ro"'*>od yarn piece 
"'11ch be quotr\d last DOO.tb? I could my quite a lot about the Roob,ood yarns and 
aut.bcra - but lbU la not ibe ti• t.o do eo - certaln}y there Is no proof at the IIOllliftt 
that •LoTell'a Luck' .. ...-1tr.en by anycma etae thm Charles Haallua. Editorial 
81.i>b1QI cm do plenty to aUer a st«,l 
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