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,.,.,,~~ -- . ...,. ..... Normal ly , you expec t to 
f ind our own, brand new, 1 960 
Editorial on this page . But 
varie ty is t he spic e of life , 
and t his month , for a chani;e , 
"e bring you an Edi t ori al fr O!!I 
nearly 45 years ago , It comes 
f re e th e Gre yf ri ars Heral d 
No, 1, published in .November, 
1915, That jo urna l , cos t ing a 
mere ,ju. per " eek , had the real 
school magazine flavo ur, and ii 
may "ell be t he most W'.\Unual 
paper ever publi shed . 

Wi th the aid of a magni­
f ying glass , you may even be 
able to read some of t he pr in t, 
but, · ui any case , we hope tha t 
the s ight of the page will pro ­
vide a happy moment for you. 

In case you are in t eres t e 
a fur th er peep at t ha t old Grey 
f ri ars Hera ld will be gi ven yo,; 
in th e 1960 C. D. Annual • 

• . . ..... . .. • 
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the fcfitors Chair 
n1 'm not so young now as I was -

My high noontide has gone. 
It seems ri diculous , and yet 

Old age comes creepil'.g on. 

But what a challenge ! I must try 
More folks to help and bl ess . 

I' 11 have to cram more kindnesses 
In to each day , I guess ." 

I came on thos e verses a fe w weeks ago , arx1., somehow, they re­
minded me very much of Herbert Leckenby. They seem to me to ccnvey 
th e very thought s which he might have had in hia Lost two years or so 
of life. 

It i s now OCTOBIB - and i t is a year since our old friend was 
taken from us with such bewildering suddenness , The soothing band of 
t ime hes e~ed t he sense of loss, as Bl essed Ti"" always will . But, 
in t his month of Oct ober , as t he days shorten and tti e mis ts come down, 
we, who knew him so well , realise t!:lat his passing left a gap in our 
small worl d which csn neve r be filled . 

OUR MAGAZINE. Looking back over t he past twelve t10nths , we f eel with 
some pride t hat COLLFX:TORS' DIG!ST has neve r slid back . It would 
have been a poor memori a l to O\ll' old friend if we had allowed it to 
do so . The C.D. was his baby, his strapping offspring . It is a joy 
to be able to guide 1he developnent of ttiis bonny fourteen year old, 
and assure that it grows into healthy manhood. 

A new edit or, naturally , had some new ideas , and we believe 
that the i ntroduction of these has pleased you all. But, basically , 
t he C. D. remains the same. Al l the bes t feat\ll'es of Her bert ' s ti me, 
with th eir tried and :ster ling worth, have been r etained. We like to 
feel that Herbe rt knows what we are doing with his offspring - and i s 
proud and delig hted . 

A day or two ago, Richard HcCarthy of far-off Queensl and , wrote 
me as fo llow s: -

"You are doing a wonderful job with the C.D. , and poor Herbert 
would be pr oud of the way you are carrying on his work. The pic tur e 
of Herbert in 1he Who' s Who, ood the short piece he wrote about him­
sel f se t it off nicely , and it gi ves it a special value for all of us 
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who loved him." 

Lett ers like t hat re a l ly "make ey day." 

THE 'iUTIJRE. As most of our reade r s aporeciate , runnin g the C .D. i s a 
full - time job . Ther e are a hunred-am-one incidental expenses, apar t 
from t he actual production costs of t he magazine each month . 

In Herbert' s time , the C.D. lo st money, so that he had t o sub­
sid i se it from hi s own pocket. In the past year, th e subsidising has 
had to be on a far larger scale t han it was in Herber t' s t ime. Actually , 
so far as t his off i ce is concerned , t he matter of subsi dising hes been 
a minor detail . It has not bot hered us undul y . lie have regarded i t 
as our contribu ti on to a wonderf ul hobby. 

I t is a pl easure to be able t o say t hat, wit h every passing 
mont h, our ci r culatio n has crep t up a litt l e . It has never dropped . 
The unfai l ing upward t re, 1d is most grati fying , but i t would need a 
very l argo inf l ux of new readers before the megazine could ever pay 
fo r itself . · 

It is for th is reason t hat we announce, wit h extr eme reluctance , 
th.'.,t frora January , th e price of Collectors• Diges t will be increased 
to 2/- per mont h. \Ii th t he income of the mage.zine brought close r to 
outgoings , i t will be possib l e to introduce iopr ovement s end novelt ies , 
to maintain the stan dard which we have se t ourselves in t he year gone 
by , From the huoorods of l e t ters which pour in every month , we f ee l 
cert ain t hat no reade r will re gard thi s increase in price as an unjus t 
impositien . We have no int ent i on of making any prof it; we j us t wish 
t o give you too very bes t servi ce possible . 

Unexpired subs cri ptions will be adjusted from January, so t ha t 
readers have no need to send in anything furthe r until thei r expiry 
slips are rec ci ved wit h th e appropriate issues . 

In conclusion , should any of our readers who cay. be pensi oners , 
or on limi t ed incomes, find t he increase a hardship , if t hey will 
wri t e t o r.ie and explain circumstances , arre.ngements will be made f or 
t hem t o continue to receive t he Digest at the old pi'icc , 

THE EDITOR. 

• * * * * * * * * * • * ~ * • + * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Bil ly Bunter Books, Bunter ' s Owns, Goldhawk Tom Herry books , 
Tom Merry Annuals . D. BROO<S, 40 WELLHOUSE ROAD, BJ;)'.)J(llll!A}!, KmT. 

The Telephone Number of TOM and BIBYL POR!rffi IS CRADLEY HEATH 69630. 
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DOO'T BE TOO LATE? When the time comes, there won' t be many copies 

available t o fill th e r equiremmts of casual readers . 

Have you yet ordered your 

19 60 C.D. ANNUAL 
Thi s book - prob ably the most unusual publica t ion in t he world - will 
be packed with good things from corm to covrn. 
Here arc just SOl!le of t he items which will mtertain and fascinate you 
thi s coming December :-

"THEY CAME FROM OVIll THE SEA" Harry Broster 1s delightful article on 
t he "Colonials " of th e Hamilton Schools . 

"SOME INTIMATE GLANCES L'ITO THE NE!.SOl1 LEE" Ernie Carter of Ausu--.Ifa 
contributes something which all Lee fans will revel in. 

"T!!S: !OO?LE WHO MADE ' The Chgmpion •" From th e pen of F . Addington 
Symonds, t.'ri.s magnificen t ar ti cl e will charm you from th e first word 
to t he last . 

"THE MAN FROM BAJml STREET" A sec t ion of t he Annual , conducted by 
Leonard Paclanan and the stars of th e Sexton Blake Circle, devoted to 
t he worl d ' s greatest detective , and alone wor th the cost of the enti r e 
Annual . Don't miss it. 

"THE GREATEST REBELLION OF THUl ALL" Les Rowley , in t opping style , 
turns the spo tlig ht on t he Brander Rebellion . 

"NO tllD Ill SIGHT" Eric Fayne in whimsical mood. 

"THE TAGS OF lllilILTCTIIANA" One of the greatest and most r emarkable 
achievements t ha t has ever c001e t o the Annual, Tom Boppert on, wit h 
editorial comments by Gerry All i son , has collected hundreds of the 
f amous classical tags , with t heir sources, as used in the greatest 
school sto r ies in t he world . 

"PIPPIANA--COLLOP 'll!E SF))OIID" A superb article on Young Folks Tales 
am Tales for Litt l e Peopl e , written by Otto Maurer . A feast of fine 
r eading . 

"THE GREYFRIARS RE-PRINTS IN 'lllE POPULAR" A mammot h achiev ... ~t 
from tha t maste r of mammoth achievements - Bi ll Lofts . A joy f or t he 
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s tati s tically - minded , and of i nfin i te value f or all , 

"AS I Rlx:ALL - " A wicked , witty , whimsi cal summing- up of th e old 
Comic Papers. By Arthur Moyse . 

"MIGHTY :fill OF THE SI XTH" Den Webster vi ews, in entertai ning s tyl e , 
the much neglected Senio r f onns . 

"Tl!E PHANTOM OF TJra;ELLIS CASTLE" Reuben Godsave writ es on the most 
as t onishing mystery with which Hel son Lee was ever concerned, 

"THE IDlOVE FORi1 AT GREYrnIARS" Frank Hancock tak es a loo k at th e 
' Forgotten F.en ' of th e f amous schoo l, Vivid l y he brings some of the 
old characters back to lif e. 

AND MORE? The above li st does not includ e everything, We have not 
the space to li st all t he mighty attractions . 

The 1960 COLLlX:TORS' DIGEST AllllUAL, which has been in preparation for 
many months , contains MORE ARTICLES and STORIES , HORE PICTURIB, MORE 
J OY t han we can possib ly describe in the space at our disposal. 

Dctl' T mss THE ANNUAL, OR YOU llILL NEVER FORGIVE YOURSELF. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
KA.ClNET§ F'OR a CHANG£: Nos . 119'3, 122}, 1228, 1229, 12.}1, 1232, 1233, 1234, 12.36, 12}7, 
1239 an in good coOOltlo n. And tlos. 1455 .. 1!,80 ( twenty- sh: mmbers ) bound. One or 
ttro Issues sltghtl.Y th? worse tor webl", but al l stor ies COQ>lete and readable. I &ii 
wlll 1ng to orrer the above In exchange on a ' tir,o or cine tor one or yoors• basis tt any­
one has SJVJ pre-1931 11Egnet s to otter. Or I ~ld accept Greytrlars Schoolboys• Dwn 
Libraries other than those deal!.._ fflrll foreign holi days , Brander rebellion, flip or 
Pengarll'I. 
Eriq:1lrtes to: L. RCMLEY, BRI T[SH cotlSlUTE-CDERAJ., HANNOVER, CERJ1ANY, AEGIDI~TORPU.T2. l ....... -.... ~ ....... ~.~····"' .. ~ ............ ~····~""'''"~'""' ................ _ ... , ........... - ..................... ., ........ ,_ ...... , ................................ ,_ ....................... ,,..,.,, "' 

111,lfflll: The Popular : 127-135, 137, 138, 141-145, 147-159, 161-163, 169-171, 174-184, 
~ 8 . 190, 191, 193-201, 203-205, 207-211, 220-229, ~ 1, 311, 313, 314, 316-318, 320-
322, 325-334, 336-3!u, 345-347, 318, y.,o, 353-361, 380, 381, 38B-3S13, 4C4, ~4 15, 418, 
428, 418, 451, 452, 164-456, 459-463, 465, IP, , 469-4'l8, lfJ9, 518, 544, 545, 547- 551, 
556-558, 560-566, 568-571, 572, 'iTI, 5)8, :81, 591, 5960599: S.O.Ls - 60, 6a, 
DR. R. WILSON, 100 BROCH'IELD ROAD, CU.Sco.l, N. 1. 
, ................ . .... .... .. ~ ............. . .. ....... -~ . . ............. ...... , .... , ff .... , .... ......... .. .. . ...... , ................. .. .. ,, .................. _ ... , ....... _ ... , ........ . ,. ........... .... ..................... . 

WANTED: Sexton Blake l..tbrartes . 1st Serle s Nos. 11, 17, 37, 105 , 109, 111, 198 , 201 , 
~ 2nd ser ies Nos . 293, 296, 3C6, t.22, 474, 495, 520, 667. lkllon Jacks Nos. 689, 691, 
693, 695, 102, 103, 1cA, 111, 111. 121, 725, m. r,2, 736, 111J, 785, 786, 787, 788, 
789, 790, 791, 792, 793, 798 , 800, 800, 80} , 809, 811, 81} , 814, 818, 819, 820, 1~1. 
1ai4 , 1099, 1390. l'tlS. J. PACKHAN, 'El ARCHDALE ROAD, !:AST Dll.HI CH, I...CH>rn, SJ; .22 . 

~: 6. 0. Ls "2, 65, 66, 162, 257, 258, 259. Your pr lce plu, postage pai d. The ad­
nrttser has saoo s .o.t..s, Nelson Lees, Ge:;is and M.lgnets tor exchange on).y. 
BRIAN HCLT, 8EUT?SH D1BASSY, REYKJAVIK, !CD.AND. 



.. ___ .................. ~--·"""'""'"""""""""''"'"""'""'"'"""'"-" 296 ... , ............... _, ................. _ ... ,,_, .......... ·-- ·--- ........ .. 

BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 
?J Archdale Road 1 East Dulwich, 

London, S.E . 22. 

" *"* " 
In addi t ion to the prom­

ised contribution s by Keith Chap­
man and Bill Lofts. there is room 
this month for quite a nice quota 
of S.B.L . titl es and authors . 
From now on I hope to make good 
headway with thi s valuable inform­
a t ion, and can at least promise 
anothe r lengthy batch next month. 

The indefatigab l e Bill has 
been hard at work on hi s sleuthing 
and with interesting results. 
These will be reveeled next month . 

• ... * * * 
"SEXTON BLAKE AllliUAl, 1961" 

By KEITH CHAPMAN 

JOSIE PAOO!A!l 

In recent years frequent requests have been made in the S.B.L. 
Mailbag col umns and else\lhere for the return of the Sexton Blake Annual. 
So, thi s beir.g the time of t he year when annuals make t heir appearances 
in th e newsagents ' shops, I t hought it perhaps a suitab l e moment to t ry 
to envisage what might possib l y be the contents of such a book if th ese 
requests were t o be granted and today's team of S. B.L . writers and art­
is t s was t o employ its talen t s in producing a New-Look Annual • 

.il l good annuals should have a close relationship in atmosphere . 
appearance and edito r ial policy t o the periodical \lhose name it bears. 
It ought to be representative of the cont ents of t he per iodic al, shoul d 
i:eature ... all _.i t s ... popular characters am. regular _items.' .... and .in sty le •. or - .. 
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pr ese ntation be as similar as th e differen t foma t will allo w. 

Bearing io mind t hen t hese bas ic principl es , thi s i s how I im­
agine a New-Look Sexton Blake Annual. 

To start with th e cover. 
On the l eft-hand side would be a red strip occupying the same 

proportion of th e t otal cover width as does the average - si ze red strip 
on th e covers of the S .B.L. In t he top half of thi • strip woul d be t he 
book ' s t i tl e and year of publication in yellow l ett ering of th e same 
s tyl e as i s used in t he S.B .L. red s trip, while ]1eneath the ti t l e ,muld 
be the familiar Jus tic e symbol. Furth er down the strip, in th e lower 
half and in th e posi ti on occupied on the S.B.L. cover by t he pri ce , 
would be a li s t of contributing authors . 

The main part of t he cover , like many S. B .L. covers , would be 
split up into a number of smaller pic ture s . Some of these would be 
scenes from t he Annual' s various stories whil e others would be of the 
characters appearing in them. The centr al picture would be one of 
Sexton Bl oke based an that by Marcus Stone which appeared in the Port ­
rait Gallery Series . 

A "composite" cover of t his type would not only be repre se ntative 
of many S.B. L. covers , but would also solve t he prob l em of which of 
the =y excelle nt present-day artists should be chosen for the job, 
for a cover entirely by Eric Par!cer would perhaps not pl eas e the 
Caroselli or Symenoni f &ns, and vic e versa . iith a "composite " cover , 
pic tures could be by diff erent artists and , thus , everybody would be 
pl eased . 

The greater part of t he ilew-Look Annual would be taken up by two 
more novels of th e S .B.L. l ength ; one with a setting sooewhere in 
Britain, and the other somewhere abroad. They would be by two differ ­
ent authors, preferably with f a irly contrasting styles . 

Today, the average Fl ee tway Publica t ion ' s annual has 192 r oughly 
quarto - siz e pages , each of which take s about t he same number d' \lord s 
as a S .B.L. page set in 8-point type . Thus the two novels would accoun t 
for some 120 of the 192 pages. 

The remaining P"ll" S would be taken up by short st orie s on similar 
l ines to James Stagg •s "The Milli on Pound Stakes " (see S.B.L . No. 379) , 
short true crime artic l es of the type which appeared in the early Nag-­
azine Sectioos end Crime Casebook, and perhaps a "puz7,le in detection" 
such as the one posed by Pet er Saxon in S.B. L. No. 366 under the title 
"Death Calls fo r The General . " Novels , st orie s , artic le s and other 
f eaturas would of course be arranged in a suitab l e order . 

One of tile short stories might be a Blake in Wartime story, while 
another could fe a ture Tinker on a "so lo assignmen t" (see the sho rt 

'""""""'""''''"'-- "'"'"~•1-0""' "'"""''''"''"''"'"'"~""""'"""'"'"'''"'""'""'"'l""""'"'',+, ... , ..... ,m .. ..,.,,_ t!tt .... , ........ , ,, .... H,., ..... ...,..,,,, .......... ..,..,.,, 
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st ori es "No Tears for Belinda" and "!lo Crime at Christma s" in S. B.L . 
Nos. 418 and . 419 respectively). Paula Dane, Marion Long, Miss Pringle, 
Splash Kirby, Mrs . Bardell, Craille, Coutts, Gri.mwald, Dukelow - every 
popular character regularly appearing in th e t\Odern S.B .L . would be 
featured in at le ast one s tory or novel. 

A fronti spiece , if the Annual was to have one, might well be pro ­
vided by a " still " fr om th e new Sexton Blake film, while another pict­
orial pi,ge could be made up of reproductions of Blake as he had been 
portrayed by the artists of tbe various publications in which he haJI 
appeared, "' differentpllriods in ' his long history . At the beginning 
of the book would be an editorial , end at t he end, naturally an advert ­
isement for tbe S . B.L •••••• • • 

By now I have proba bly re ached a point where most of you ••ill 
eithe r be shaking your heads in di smay or frowning heavily. "No, no! 
You 'v e got it all wrong! A New-Look Annual would n 't be anything like 
this at all , " you s ay. Well, per haps it wouldn't. Perhaps i t would 
be as you imagine i t . And then again , perhaps not. \Ibo cm sey? For , 
where the Hew- Look Sexton Blake Annual is concerned , there is only one 
thi. 'lg we can be S\lre of, ond even of th.., t perhap s not absolut ely . And 
that is , none of us will ever be proved wrong in our theor i es as to 
whll t it would be like . 

For it is my guess that , even if c iroJ lation ever becomes large 
enough t o justify ono , th ere will never be a New- Look Annual. 

Annuals are r egarded as publications for children , end to my 
knowledge, with tbe sole excepti on of th e Radio Times Annual , that is 
what in fact they all are. 

Now, one of the earliest aims of New- Look policy was to esta b lish 
the S.B.L. as adult literature . Previous l y it ·""" looked upon by many 
merely as boys ' magazines, and maybe correctly so - observe that until 
recent years t he S. B. L. a lways used to be classified in that auth ori­
tative work, "The \-!ri ters and Artist s Year Book" as a "juvenile publi ­
cation .11 

In July 1958, Mr. II. Howard Baker said in an editorial r eport: 

"The modern S. B.L. is t he fulfilment of what so many 
Bl ake fens had hoped for in tbe past - a publication 
shed of its former juvenile aff iliations end standing 
unique in i t s clas s as adult, realistic fiction of low 
cost and high quality ." 

Hmce my opinion t ha t we canno t expec t an annual because it would 
appear to be a children ' s book, would be displayed by newsagen t s with 
_all }he .. other ... snnuals .. - .• children's ... books .. - .. alld ,,would .tlrus, .. if .not ,in ... 
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fac t, certainly in general belief , be a "juvenile affiliation" not in 
keeping with New-Look policy . 

In conclu sio n, and perhaps in furthe r support of ID/I opinion , I 
will l eave you with this question : \·lhy has Mr. W. Howard Baker never 
published an answer to those lfail bag corresponden t s who in one ,my or 
anot her have asked "when can we expect. a Sexton Blake Annual?" 

(I f Mr. Baker would like to sey a few words on the subject , thr ough 
t he medium of Blaki a.'la, I shal l be del i,:hted to hear from l)im. J .P. ) 

* * * * * * * * * 
SEXTON BLAKE ON STRil<E ! 

By i·I. O. G. LOFTS 

Mr. Ernes t L. McKeag, the creator of tilat popular "Magnet" 
fe ature ncome Into The Office , Boys am. Girl s , 11 recently told me a 
most amusing sto ry concerning Sexton Blake. \'lith ol d Blak e plays am 
films - and t he new Blake fil.tl - being in tile news of late, I fee l i t 
worth repeating for tre amuse111,mt and interest of our read ers , 

Round about the 1913 period ther e were a number of stage pro­
duct ions f eaturing Sexton Blake , and t hese plays were being shmm at 
Theatre s al l over England, Kwwledgeable r eader s will remember t hat " 
former edi tor of t he UNION JACK, Lewis Carlton , actua l ly l ef t his 
edi t orial position to appear in one of the se companies , in which -
mainl y owing to his youthful l ooks - he played th e part of Tinker. 

A youngster himself in those days, Mr. McKeag r emembers quite 
cl early one such production being perf oroed at th e Gr and Theatre , 
Byker, Ne-,1castle . The actor who played th e part of Sexton Bl ake , w s , 
it seems, of a very t emperamental disposi t i on, After a di spu te wit h 
t he producers a'ltl r.anagement he walked out of th e show, taking Pedro, 
who was also in th e play , wit h hil:l! Being devoted to his master , thi s 
dog - as the real Pedro woul d have done - went vl!:ore Sexton Bl ake went . 

The management, however, did not seem at all worried in losing 
t heir l eading ac tor, for t hey promptly pr omoted his understu:ly . True , 
th ey had also los t Pedro , and a bloodhound would not be easy t o r e ­
place at shor t noti ce, but he had such a small part to play in t he 
producti on that maybe th e audience would not miss hilll,,,,, 

That night , as t he people were beginning to crowd roum t he 
Theatre for th e evening perf onnance, the "original " Sexton Blake was 
to be seen , complete wit h t he f aithful Pedro at his heels , distribu t ing 
l eaflets to the queue s of t heatregoers vho were :reading th em wit h grea t 
intere st, The pamphl et sta t ed , in effec t, t hat the :real Sext on Bl ake 

................. _.~_ ,,,,.,,. _ _., ................. ,, .. , ........................................................ _ .. ,,, ............................................................... _ ................. ,,,.,.,,, 
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would not appear that night, and neith er would Pedro ; th e actor who 
was taking th e part of Sexton Blake was an impos ter , and that they 
( t he publi c ) were being srindled t o pay and see a subst i tut e detective 
and no Pedro! . 

The paying public , it seemed , were taking great notice of the 
wording of this leaflet, for th ey were streaming away from the Theatre 
to seek th ei r even:in8 entertainmen t elsewhere . The management, who had 
been watching thes e proceedings wiih much conoern and alarm, were 
horrified to see thi s happen, and after a hurried conferenc e they app­
r oached t he "original" Sexton Blake. There was a long consultation , 
th e outc ome being th e acto r' s reinstatement - ju st i.'1 t ime for the 
fir s t perf ormance . 

In t his pree ent er a of ftequent stri kes in industry , it i s cert ­
ainly appropri a te to r eport th e time when Sexton Blake as On Strik e . 

No. 1'.P 
No. 197 
No, 156 
No. 199 
No. 200 
No, 201 
No. 202 
No. 20} 
Ho. 20lJ 

No. 2(6 
No, 206 
No. 2'11 
No. 2<S 
No. 'NJ 
No. 210 
Ho. 2 11 
No. 212 
No. 213 
No. 214 
No. 215 "°· 216 
No. 217 

Ho. 218 
No. 219 
No .. 220 
No. 221 

* * * * * 
S"..xTON BLAKE LIBRARY TITLES AND AUTHORS (1st seri es ) 

(continu ed) 

Payant Suspended . ··- ···- ·-···· ···- ·· .... J. W. Bobln 
The Yel low Face .. ... .... . ··-·-·· ...... ········ ·- ···-- ···- W• tt. r.raydon 
The Idol's Cye {Gur.ga tass ) ... . ...... .-............. - ......... H. E. Ri ll 
Tlr.ker •s Lone Hand .................. -- ...... ...... ~ A.. 11Urray 
The F'our Tralls ( :ltcketshml') ...... _.w. H. Grayoon 
False sc ent., .. .. .. .................. ... ..... w. J. Baytleld 
Terror tslt.nd .. ... . ·······-············· .... R. c. Anlour 
Amergr l s 1 ( Jules Vedett e I .... ............................... -.. -·· ··········-.. ······-·-···).• f1Urr8Y 
The secret of the Red Hot.:ntal n (C . Grant , t\:kl:le Julie) .. . ...... - ... w .. "'· Sayer 
(Reprinted 2nd seri es Ho. 1&36) 
TJrough rtre arr:t Wat er . . ....... ........... R. c . Anool.r 
The case or ttw! Deserted Wtre .... _. ... ...... ii. J. Ba¥rt e l d 
The Green TuJ1>an ........ .. ................ ....... . ... . ..... _._ .... w. M. (lr&ydM 
The Cas e or th e CUltm-e d Peals ( Yvonne, Plt.mr.er) ...... -. J· w. Bobtn 
The Derelicts ( Laban treed , Penlock f a,m) .. . ..... w. H. Graydon 
The ttotor-Coach Mys t ery (Kew, Cerl ac) .... . ........ ........ A.. ?1urr8¥ 
The Red Dwarf (Yedax t!J, D,,orf) " "".... """" " 'f. A. 6YtX>nds 
tbe Poffl!r or tJ\e 1..tlknom (roui ts Landon) . .... . ...... ......... J... r..agar 
Tl,e &tuato 11)rstery ... . ... . .. ..... .. ........ ·-- · .. ........ R. c . .lrcx)ur 
The retii Beyorxi the La }1 (Hutible Begge) ... .......... ... ........... A. ffi.Zrr8:1 
The case or th e Twisted Tr-:111 (Elspeth °"11) .. ··- ···· ....... F. A. S)'ttont:ts 
Sexton Blake In snesla ................ ........... . . .... - .................... _ .. w. M. Cr3¥don 
The Case or the Rajah 1s son (C. Dass) .. ... . .... H .. E. Ht ll 
(Reprinted 2nd seri es No .. 479 } 
The case or the Bendigo Hett'looms (Kestrel) ..... .J. Le"ts 
7be l\lOI'f Screen {RYmer} ............ ··- .. - . _._ .................. ........ G. H. Teed 
The ~stery ot thE Htsstng Journ al ist .. ..... ... .............. - ....... _ ...... _ .. _ ... w. J. Bayfield 
The Phsltom of the Pac tttc {C. Grant, ltk!l e Juli e) ... ..1.r. w. Sayer 
(Reprinted ::?IM1 ser i es No. W> ) 

No. 222 The Case or the ~ film (Lawl es s ) ............................ ......... .. .............. J.. tturray 
Ho. m, .. _ .. Tbe ... Baboon'a .. P&111 ....... ............ ... ...... ... ·, ... :···,-· .... ......... .... ................ _.·-·-· ··- ...... .R . .. c ... ~ .... ~. 
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ROOKWOOD 

The main t,,11:ing point this month, in the F.ditor •s Letter Bag, 
has been the retuxn of Rookwood. The following l e tter, fro m Frank 
lla'lcock of Leeds , is typical of large nucbers : 

•Eic tt lfli ne"s 1n the Digest just recct ·1tN2 - tha t KNCCKOUf ts 
going to t eatw-e Ro-01otood st<tte s . Being on hol tday thts week, l 
went stra ight to the newsagent' s and "6S lucky enough t.o get a eopy 
or t hl- Jre 'Tlous week's Issue. There ts was - •The Fighting Four' , 
Jta:, Sllver 1s advent ures at Rookwood School . I nipped Int<> a eate 
and r ead It there end then O?er a cup or corr ee. 

I haven' t read the or l glnal ver s ion or this particular story , 
but It appe.rs t o me wch as It would be In t ~ 8oy1s Friend. a ll th ose 
years ae.o. Certain IX>dem words an:1 pl'lrases appear whjch Owen Con­
quest l'tOUld not have used - •clot s ', I hoodlum' , 't"e rps ', •rtght now1 , 

etc., but this, I supr,ose, was tnevlt.!ble, and ls no r eal det.rt ment. 
1be lllus t rat tons are prett.y startling to thos e ot us ltlo are used t o 

th e 1'0rk or c . w. Wakefi eld , but I suppose Et.on jackets are out.EOded 
nOIIIOdays, md ooyway we can't have everyt.hlng. 

They have been wtse In choosing Rookwood stori es ror a modern 
t>oys• paper. 'Ibe shorter, core concise RookwOOd yarns will be rore 
suitable tor thi s pllfl)ose t boo the long~r St .. Jto 's aro Creyt r t srs ones. 

tleedleu to ~ay , I have given l!lY newsagent a stancH~ order tor 
KNOOCOUT. 

It seem to be the policy or the paper to pre s ent stories 
M«IYtX>U.SlY. I think they !'.light add •by Owen Conquest'. 1 would add 
Inte rest an:I pNsttge t o the seri es tr this were oone.• 

( The noao of Oven Cooqucat hos now been Added I\S th e i.utho r of 
t he sr ori es . - ED. ) 
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WAS TllffiE I,. "FIRS!'" AT GREYFRIA!lS? 

By ll , o. G. LOFTS 

( Illu stra t ion by JOHN JUKE>) 

I ;ronder if any reade rs of t he 
Hagnet were puzzl ed in th ei r boyhood, 
as I was , by t he fac t t hat t he Firs t 
Fom at Gr eyf r iars never seemed to be 
ment ioned i n the sto ri es . 

"Sure l y you cannot s tart num­
bering t he fonns with th e Second,• I 
often used to muse, I must conf ess 
tha t at that t ima I was complet ely 
unf amiliar wit h th e types of "fonns " 
one associates wit h public sc hools 
like Greyfrinrs . I myself attended 
a school very much like t hat adorn ed 
by Dick Trumper and Co., fo r my 
school was under t re London County 
Council , not far from t he f amous 
Lord s Cri cket Ground at St. Jolm' s 
Wood , London. Our f orms were jus t 
cal l ed classes , starting with t re 
Firs t, t he lowes t, up to th e Sixth , 
the hi ghest, It was as simple as 
t hat, 

• * • The ques t ion of wb,y there was 
no firs t at Greyf riars has s til l intri gued me in recen t years , since 
my interes t in t he Gr eyfriars st ories has been roused by my connect ions 
vi th t he hobby, and now t hat , vi til due modesty , I can say t hat my 
knowledge has increased t en- fo ld fr om re ading many of t he old er 
sto rie s , publi shed lo ng before I was born. 

Hamiltoni ans I have quest ioned have been vague on tile subjec t, 
divi ded in th eir opini ons , so it was evid ent I had to get so1:1ething 
concrete from other sources . 

Magnet edi tori al answers t o readers certainly have not helped to 
cl ear up t he mystery. For ins i:apce, in Magnet 394, I read : "There 
are 43 boys in t re First Fom at Greyfr iars , and t hese boys are known 
as "babes. " 

Yet in other Magnets , with t he r epli es obvi ously written by a 
differen t sub-edi tor, t her e is a complete deni al of any Fir st Form 
exis t ing At , Gi;:e.YfJi.~ .... ._ ....... ..... .......................... _ .......... ..................... ............ - ... , .. 
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The point now arises as to w"hE!ther there was ever any r.i.ention in 

the stories of this mysterious Form, and, until r ecently, I was inclined 
to t ake the si de of the "anti - fir st s. " The onJs mention I knew was in 
a series written by a subs titute writ er in 1922, when \I ally Bunter be­
ca.,e a juni or master in char,;e of the Fir s t Form. 

Quite rightly, th e "anti - firnts" have a strong case here , for 
as Charles Hamilton did not write the series , t he form could not he re­
garoed as the genuine Greyfriars se t- up. 

Let me quote the writer of the series , Mr. G. R. Samways -

'I think Ults another case l'flere the f«'lter has been unfnl r lY e.oorlen:ned 
tor IOOUlgtng In caprices or h1s om wtthout Just ttl catl oo. The trutll: 
is , I should never have taken It upon eyselt to tntro<lJce a f'trs t Forti 
unless there ,.as; a precedent tGr It In the previ ous writings or Charles 
KacJlt on. Havtna read all the earI.y Ho.ene,ts, 1 was qui t e aw.,re or thi s ; 
thenror e It was quite In order to place Wally Bunter In charpe or I.he 
bsbes or the First. He w:as, etter :.ill , little coore thln a boy himself -
a sort or student teacher - ana to gtve hlm a higher Core would have 
D:!ent pushi ng out one or the exist Ing cnster:.i.• 

Mr. Samwaye has made an int eresting point her e, for if, as he. 
saye , Mr. Hamilton, in previous stories of the famous school, had 
cleatly stated that . there ~ a First Form, that would be the end of 
the controversy so fa r as I was concerned. After 111\lcli research in . too 
ear ly Magnets, I have found that Mr. S3lllWays was correct , and I follow 
Iii th quot ations from stories to prove the point -

~. (1912) 'mere or storY: Reggie Coker , Hcrcce ' s ye~ brother, 
Arrlves at Greytrt ars , a.nd there ts s~ doubt to ¥tllch tor:., he ts to be 
allocat(:(I . 'I suppose yru are not anttc lpa tlng being put tn the F'lrst 
Fore amongst the babes , are you?• demneled Coker, .vlth c puzz.led look st 
his broth<r. (Taken rroo c!wpt<r 6) . 

~. (1913) Theme or story: ni.e Remove ls cons idered by Dr. 
Locke t o be get t ing too notq , so he lnst.J.ls Wa.lkEr, the pret ~ct, to keep 
order In the Remove pa.sso,ge. 'In the Ir mind's eye, Ule Recovlte.s saw 
themselves reduced to 11le meek orderliness or the f'tr st Ferm.• {Taken 
rroo. chJiiter 1. ) 

Bot h sto rie s , were , of course , without quest ion written by Charl es 
Hamilt on, and probably th e keen reseercher could find ot her instances 
of the First Fom being ment ioned. 

Now we come to the question of why the Firs t was so rar ely men­
t ioned, and the most l ikely explanati,on was given oe r ecently by a well­
known Fleetway Publications editor, himself u keen reader of t he Magnet 
years ago. 

He sai d: "I never r ead of t oo First Form at Greyfriars , and it 
seemed ... to me _quit e .. naturlll. .. that . such"'a···---- ··· .. ,- ................ continued .. page 306 
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REVIE'i 

BILLY BUNTER I S CM/ 1960 
Oxonhoa th Press - e/ 6 

This new edition of the Bunter Annual will be a welcome addition 
to many· Christmas s tockings next December , for it is packed with 
s t ories , profuse l y illustrated , which will fasc inate youngsters. 

There are two Greyfriars tal es , and a very wel come littl e yarn 
introducing the Rio Kid . A shor t adventure story is set in Afric a , and 
stars a characte r named Lyn Strong . Thi s Hamil ton character is not 
very well known, but he fe atured in a serie s in the lat er days of ih e 
Popular. 

Two short 1 tems in t rodu ce respectively the churns of Felgate and 
the School for Slackers . As is general wi th this Annual , more a tten ­
t ion is paid to quality th an to quan t ity , but th e kiddie s will un­
doubtedly be delighted wit h 1t ,t Chr istmas time . 

A puzz le picture is included unintentionally . The s tory HARD 
LillES tells of Skinner making SUITepti t im.:s use of Mr. Quelch I s phone, 
but th e title pi c ture shows a young mnn, nearing a master• s gown, 
using th e ins trument. Somebody sli pped up somewhere • 

.. ...... 
* 

OOR PICTURE, with Billy Bunter blowing his 

own trumpe t to remind us all to purchase 

his l a te s t Annual, i s especially drawn fo r 

this issu e of Collectors' Digest by Mr. 

C. H. Chapman, world - famous f or his Grey­

friar s i llustr a ti ons • 

• ..... 
* 



, 

. 
' 
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Cont inued fran page 303 
fom did not exist. My old school was like Greyfriars in many ways, 
and t he fonns wer e s imilar. Stsrting with th e Second Fom , we had a 
Third, thr ee foms in th e Fourth , two in t he Fifth, and one in iii e Sixth . 
Boys did not join th e school until aged 14-15 , which i s the reaso n why 
so =Y junior forms were necessary . It was rare for a boy t o start at 
the school a t the age of 9 or 10 . At that age t hey mostly had private 
tutors, and in t he event of th eir joining iiie school at tha t oge , t heir 
numbers would not warran t t he existence of a First Fom , " 

To bo quite fair to Mr. H::.mil ton, who may now be alleged by some 
readers to have created a form and t hen drop ped it , neither he nor the 
editors cen have dreamed tha t the school and characters woul d be widely 
re membered 50 years later, and that especial ly Bunter would be a hous.,.. 
hold word known to millions through the canill€ of T. V. Inc onsistencies 
are, aft er all , to be found in many ear ly stor ie s . Readers of Conan 
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes sto ries are still puzzling as to how many 
wives Dr. Watso n had . But on th e evidence I have shown, I fe el tha t 
there was a First at Greyfriars , but th e reason for its obscurity is a 
ques tio n that only Mr. Hrunilton could answer. 

To wind up, while l ooking throug h Magnet 513, which contained a 
good me.oy detailn conc erning boys, studie s , etc., compiled by J. N, 
Pentelow, I came on t he fo llo wing amusing comment, which was rather un­
usual for him, for he l acked a sense of humour in his sto rio s : -

"A book on Iceland had a chapter headed ' Snakes '. All it contained 
was t his : 'There ar e no snakes in Iceland. • Thero is no First Fom a t 
Greyfriars and if you went to know wey the Second is not the First I will 
t oll you - when we are told why soce railway lin es have fir st a."ld t hi rd 
clas ses , but no second ." 

• * * * * 
Televi sion Cri tigue 

BILLY BUNTER OF GREYTIUARS SCHOOL 

BUNTER' S BICYCLE. Her e we had Bunter buying a bicycle on credit , end 
th e cycle dealer eventual ly wiping off the debt upon Bunter ' s agreeing 
to be phot ographed ridin8 th e bicycl e , thus providin8 stability of 
the machine . There was a slight by-pl ot concerning a poem which t he 
Remove had to compose for Mr. Quelch . 

I t is difficult to decid e whet her the author or t he producer was 
res ponsi bl e for the scene when, app!lrently , Mr, Quelch was t empted to 
take a joy rid e on Bun t or ' s bicycle • 

........... Highlights.were .• some ... shots .. of _Bunter .. riding ... the .. machine ... uP ... hin ...... 
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and dow dal e thro ugh country lanes . The close-ups of t he Famous Five 

whilo Wharton WllS r eading his poem aloud , were good. 

But t he only thiJlg that r ominded us of much connection with the 

Mn&not WllS the mention of & Moonbeam bicycle. 

TOFFEE-HUNTER BUNTFlL Televi sed on September 3rd , this episode was 

first-<:lass, Gerald Campion, good though he always is, real ly sur ­

passed himself with a Bunter ol ightly more re s trained than usual . 

Bunt er 1183 suspected of having removed from Mr. Quelch ' • study 

a literary article which the Remove master had writte n. Skinner was 

the real culprit . 
Just a l ittle irritating was a tendency of s0<00 charact ers to 

speak their thoughts aloud , Even a child viewer is usual l y intelli ­

gent enou,it, to be able to sec what is going on wit hout the spoken 

t bouebt being necessary . Expressions can speak fo r themselves if the 

producer knows his job~ 
Still , "Toffee-Hunter Bunter" is excellen t entertainment , and it 

would be a carping critic who did not award it ~ marks. 

It is sad to rec all that John Hall - "Taplow" of the earlY 

"Whacko" series - once again played the part of Snoop, and had not hing 

to do and not hing to say . What a waste of talent ! 

BONTIB 110N' T AA· Televised Sept..nber 17th , llithin th e limit s of the 

B,B,C' s rigid econoey, thi s episode was good . Bunter, senten ced to 
expulsion for an act unwittingly performed by Coker, refu ses to le ave 

Greyfriars . .. carefully thought out Md contrived li t t l e play , well 

written , Md very amusing, i t was spoiled by i t s poverty -s tricken 

pre senta ti on. Dr. Locke, expelling Bunter ·,ith odd littl e flicks of 

his hand, mey have been a dreaJII of delight t o th e kidd ie s . He was a 

night.is.re ta:) IIO, 

In a newspaper articl e , I read r ecently t hat Bunter i s t ho aost 

popular char acter on Children ' a Televi sion. Re deserv es to b<:, alld it 

is one up f or the gifted author . , Certainly, th e poor old B,B. C. can't 

tak e much of the credit . 

GOO OF HIJ,lllll'ONI.Ail!. 

"illley !" roared t he Ovl of the Remove. "I keep on telling you 

I' m not Bunter . I'v e never heard of t he nru:,e before . I'm a French:nan!" 

"Ha, ha, ha!" 
"Et je don' t wont quel.que cheek from gal'COllS C<llll!00 vous !" vent 

on Bunter. "Colll est too thick! You' re tres oauvais ! Just remecber 
,,.,., .... .,_ .. ___ .,,, __ _ o,,.,. ,, ........ , ... , ................. , ... , ........... __ , __ .,_,.., , .. , ...... , .. ,, ,...,._.,..,_ .. ,., .............. .,, ,Hm,. ... ,,., .. 
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you.' re not in th e Remove passage at Greyfri ars now. See? I mean -

voyez? " Sent in by R. J . Gadsave of Leytonstone . 

Bu.nter d i d not l ike paying off old debt s . I t seemed to him rath er 

r eckl ess ext rav agance. Sent in by L. Todd of London, S. K. 15. 

"Jmd look her e, Bunter, " said Bob, "i t pays to keep strai ght." 
"That doesn ' t appeal t o me," said Bunter , chee rily. "I dare soy 

tha t' s how you. l ook at it , Cherry , but I don ' t care whether i t pays or 
not . I jus t g, stra igh t because it• s rrr; nature ." 

Sent in by K. F. Kirby of South Africa. 

(Book souvenirs have been sen t to each of th e sende rs of t he above. If 
you. have a f avou.ri te GJ;l-1 OF lllliULTONIAIIA, write i t on a postc ard and 
s end to t he &li to r. Your extr act l!l!IY come f rom eny Hamilton s tory of 
any period , · and must be short . If t he edito r finds it suitab le for 
publ i cat ion, you will receive o book award&) 

* • * * * 
LEl'' S BE COWl'ROVERSIAL 

(I n thi s seri es Eric Fayne tou.ches en certa in matters of intere s t to 
student s of th e Hamilton papers. He give s his own vie ws superfic i ally. 
If you wiil write to him, expressing your opinions , on t he t opics he 
discusses , he will summarise r eaders ' views in a future issue .) 

No. 43. FULL CIRCLE 

In our own little private world t here ar e two schools of t hought. 
One group re gards modern lit erature for youngst ers as vas tly infer ior to 
t hat of pre -war years ; the se cond group call s thi s view old - fashioned , 
and r eminds us that we must move with th e tim es . Bot h groups could pre ­
sent a good cas e. But t hey coul d all talk at once till t he cows came 
home, and nobody' s vi ews would be changed and nobody would be convinced . 

Moderni ty, naturally , need not meBn violenc e , s trong l angll,88e, 
squalo r, and semi-nudity, but, say th e ant i-moderns , it often seems to 
do so . A marriage of the pres ent wit h t he best from t he past would 
seem to be a happy solution , if it could eve r be contri ved. 
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Which, in an obscure way, brings me to the presentation of Rook­

wood in KNOO<OIJT. Obscure, because t here is, of course, not hing a t all 
unpleasant in KNOCKOUT. It is a very jolly litt l e i,aper for youngsters . 

From time to tim e during its successful life \ and I regre t th e 
absence of serial numbers which prevents one from seeing at a glance 
how ol d it is) I have come across KNOCKOUT, and it s trikes me as being 
roro a ttractive now ihan it has ever been. The spiri t of Rookwood 
helps , of course . 

Some months 880 a reproduc t ion of the old come LOT-o- ruN appear ed 
on the cover of Collectors I Digest . Len Peckman gave us a happy little 
description of t he paper a.s it was at the tine of our picture - 1913. 
The front page of LOT-o-roN, Len told us, was printed in bleck, red , 
green, bl ue and yellow ; the back page was in red. and black . Surely 
thatdosori pti on of LOT-o-FIJN could be applied equally accurately to 
KllOCKOUT. In both publications t here ire sto ries and jo lly pages of 
canic pictures . KIIOCKOUT, certainly , has some narratives told in 
pictures , the sort of t hing t hat has become ell t oo cornll!On since t he 
\'mr, but , cvmyears ago, picture stories were not tmlmown. For the 
life of me I cannot see a:ny great diffe r ence between KNOCKOUT, 1960 
and l.OT-o-FIJN, 1913. 

The Rookwood sto ry s t rikes me as being well pr esented , and I 
believe it is proving popular wit h r eaders of all ages. 'tet , under the 
t i tl e of "Rivals of Rookwood", it appeared in THE BOY'S FRIOO in 
February 1915. True, the •l.an8 hes been modernised , but I doubt whether 
this makes the story one whit more attractive to modem r e3ders . I t 
takes more than th e sprl nkling of a f ew "clo t s • and •tv erps " to ~rove 
a Rookwood story. In fnc t, to "1e it seems like gilding t he lily with 
r athe r cheap gilt . In a:ny case , all public schools have th eir own 
sllll1€, without adopting t he expressions of th e outside 1'0rl d. 

Large nµmbor s of our readers are enjoying thi s experime:i t am 
watching it with keen interest. Rookwood is the most suitable of all 
the Ha:nil'.;cn schoo l s fo r t his type of presentation , and I em gl ad t hat a 
start has been made fro m th e very beginning of the Rookwood sag,, . 

Those early sto ri es were far fr om being t he best in the sp l endid 
history of Rookwood. Pleasan t enough reading, they wer e run of th e mill 
school t ales which cont inued for a coupl e of years or so . I t is doubt­
ful whet her, vhen he was 1'ri t ing t hem, Charles IL.SJlli.l ton ever t hought 
t ha t Rookwood night one day be almost as well known and as popular as 
St. Jim' s an~ Greyfriars . 

A new generation is enjoying the early adventures of Jimmy Sil ver . 
Starting from scratch , as i t were, be will succeed or fail on th e merits 

... of .. the _Rookwood .•tori.es . .... I f .th e _.experiment_. is .a .. success , ... ana.. th• ............. . 
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stories cont inu e , how will a new generation receive the far superior 
stories of Rookwood which are waiting in abundance? I t depends a good 
deal on how t hey are pr esented. We' ve seen a good beg inning , at any 
r at e. 

It ' s just rrry point of view. What' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROV'IBSIAL ECHOES 

~ ~ KAVE !"EN ABOtn' t£ THAT ARE F'AT 

acx;ER JENKil'IS. [ think ycu do poor old Tubby ttutrfn an Injustic e 'rlhen you dlsmls s hll:l 
so su..mr ily as someone l'lho •had his om slight 1011vldu.:lllty. • It t s l rue t hat hi s per­
sonality dtd not, porh!3ps, hit the read er In the !ace like that ot Bunter or Trlrllle , 
but. after readlr@ a few RooiO'roc:d stories I gee.to reel tha t I knew Tubby Mutrtn ns well er; 
I knew F'atcy Wynn, and woUld certatnl.Y tar r a ther have bP.en nt schoo l wtth tturr tn tn m I 
ll()Ul d w1 tl:I Bunter or Tt-l tble . He fllS CllCh cx:re a t tractive trum Bunt er , th ough not so well 
ctr~·m. Re had som bod point s , It ls tru e, but M was alwcys cheerf ul , genernll.Y well­
mcontnp,:, and never th e thunde r ing nuisance tha t his tat counte rp ar t s ivere. I believe ( 
am right In saying t hat t he last rtookwood story 1n the Boy•s f'rlmd f eat ured Tubtir' tflltrtn 
as did the Ia.st series in that paper - Uld I have yet to iooet m,yone wtio d id not have a 
so rt sp ot tor the preposterous story ot Ms cousin ' s floating boarding - house ( N\teh wa.s 
l a ter copi ed , not so well, tor SlUlter tn Ule Kagnet.) 

~. I thtnk you are a llttle hard on Baggy Trt r.ble . He ts certain ly a pa Jn 
~ cotl)8I"ed with the h:mrtal BUlY, but, as a boy , I thorOJgh}y enjoyed reading 
3bout hlo. .A5 a mn , I real ise l'lhat a ghastly young bounder he ms , but that realisati on 
cooes so eas tlY now. I doubt vflet her , as boys , we regarded Ba 6Y as •sIY 2lld l oatheso~• _ 
he was Just enterta i ning . Therefore , on th l.S point ..lone , your suggestloo t hat hi s ore­
at lon was not a wtse policy Is wrong. 

~1~1:~tod~c:s~n ~~
1
~ e:~e=: ~~~t .~er:'rorlc~c~~;1;~~~/~~ ~~s~Z~i.ttie 

Wh11st Baggy Trtci>le, In ClY tll:ble opin ion , possessed no red eemi ng features, BlllY 
Blllt er has a tu - ocCIUllonallY tie has dooe n good turn or C?<!Sed to think ot ' grub • or 
ot hll:Selt . He ls as obtuse as Tr!dll e was ml1c t ous . 

Tubby l'tltfln , to me, was col ourle ss - and 11 slmllar desc r ipt ion could be applied to 
T\.ICtey Toodles of the Ber.bow school . Fatty Wynn seemQd an 2.oeztn i athlete tor his bulk, 
but rood seeired to ~PY his th ~t s chletlY - nnyt,e to cr eate sOC'le hu.:our ror ycunger 
readers . 

.. * * * * 
'ruE VICTORIA PALACE SIJOW 

It ts now knoW th ot Ger ald Cazr.plon will not be playing BlllY Bunter tn the stage 
show at t he Victor i a Palace this Chr l s t ttO.S. JnevttablY , t.hl s nerrs has been rece t'ved wit h 
soa dJsmay. F'or a fll.lltler or years n~ , Hr. Ce.i:lplon l&s been th e perf ect Bunter . Son:l!­
hOfl' he achieved the tci>osstble, tor the r e r1as a ti me Men we an telt that Bunter , or all 
characters, was tar too wch larg er-thon-u re tor suc ccsst'ul portray al by MY actor . Yet 
Mr. C&:l)lon Is Bunter as Yfe have always IQ&g tned htt'I, etx1 he has been , per haps , the only 
Oreytrlars character l'tlo bas beeo portrayed In a. mnner that Is cdl!l)le"lf conv inc ing to 
those Ibo knc,w crey tr lnrs ,o well . 
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We W'lClers t and rro.m Ctty Bt~e Proo.ucUoo.s that thi s year th e part or Bunter will 

be played b)' Ketther Banks, a young but very experienced c:huaeter actor . It "Ill be an 
exceptlonallY dtttt eul t ana re spMs l ble task ror t h? ne,r Bunter. It Is up t o us to give 
h im al l tbe support - both oral end pract ical - Ula t ,re can .. 

1be success or the presenta ti on at the Vic. will depend largel.y tll the prodUeer. 
The show has one or 8r-ltaln's l eading prOOuers .. Ellen Poll ock , t~ celeb r ated dramatic 
actres s , ,mo has produc£:d a great mllll)' famowi: successes. We hope tha t she knows her 
Crey!r Jar s. 

In the next Issue ot the Digest we hope t o give particulars or the part y 'llltl.tch t he 
Cllm will be arrang ing, an:I we tru3t that It may be even l arger Uurl l ast year ' s. fflls 
year tile season ooly l as ts a !<rt.night , so btg crol'CS are expected at the Vie. during Wt 
tti.or"\ ttc:e, e.nd It will be necessery to book esr ]y. 

11:eploy ts to be nac:ied • s 111,1 Bunter's Swis s Roll, • and this year Billy' goes abroad 
again , thi s t toe to 81tJt 2.er land . Fuller part i culars will be glTen nu t a:>nth. 

WANT'FD: 
---mi's 313, }15, 316, }19, 320, .321, 322, 328, }31, 3)2, 333, 338, 339, 340, 356, 358, 
359, 457, ,.s9, 49;,, m . 935, m, 935, 953, 954, 956, m, 960, 964, 985, 1116, 1126, 1129, 
1133. 11AClNETS: l6, 52, 13!1, 136, 136, ital, 195, 205, 2.36, m . 318, 319, 325, 344, 316, 
31¥>, '47, >SJ, >57, ,se • .J86, J88, .l89, IJJO, 41,, 1i11. fll, , 119, 752, m. 8C>J, 8'4, 818, 
~ : ~ : :~: :~: ~ : ~ : ~?1.m.t~.;.,; .9~~.9~ .9t.9~ .~s.9: , .~ .9mt 
Scores or Magnets, Gems, etc ., tor exchange - or your prl ce paid tor good material. 
ERIC f'A.YNE, EICUS IOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBI~ , 81.RREY. 

WAN-tm: l1AGHE'TS below 1220 . Good conditi on. Cood pr1ce paid ro r Issues req u trM . 
W:-0.NEIU., 258, ID.NCHtRCP. ROAD, HOONCHrnCH, &$El:. 

~: the ron owtng choice tt ecs, ror the mst pert tn nice condtt.ton - Hngnet 
.sert es cor:i,l et e , Cravamtng, Bunter Runawa,y, Ccn.go (1922) , SmtthY vs Re<twlng, Sah3ra, 
Bunter Bunked {1924) , Nos. 640 Bunter Ule Bar.krupt , 682 Thin Bmter , 689 Deaf Bunter, 
72J XCL&S 1921 , 776 Xmas 1922, 611, 654, 855, 873, 879 Trcuble In th e co •• 880 Ha.rTy 
Wharton' s Jmas, 881 Prtend.s or roe s and s. o. t.s 264 crxS cott.plete Courtrt eld Cracksaln , 
Bunt.er Court and Soutli Seas seri es. W.Ufflll: ttegnet 1194 aoo Cues Jo re asonable 
condition - 106, ~ . MS, l/lJ, 478, !$2:,o:g; 549, 678, 68o, 689, 695 , 716, 717, 72.3, 
n1, 735, 7"!6, m. 738 . 739, 743, 7te, 759/764 (cocplet e seri es) , 765, 768/n 2 (con::plet e 
seri es) , 797, 805, BZ7. 8)1 , 935, t035 ard s . o. LS (258 anct 260), 168, t76. 
CHARLF.S VAN RDml , Bal 50 , UJTDlHACE, S<Xn'H AF'RICA. WR!tt AIRMAIL. 

~ ' Girl s Cry stals. ' 1916--7, ' Chu;:pJons• 1944-55, 'Hod.em Bo)'s' ' Wonders• 
~ oose ls.sues} ' Boys Koga.' ~: Bo:zlrl£, Footbal l , Dh:om BNtt, Buf fal o 
Bill Navels (19301s}, • cec:i.s- •tngnt!ts'~19 ) (1930-39). Aldlne ~.nuaJ.s: • Butral o 
Blll' ' Adventl.a"'e' storie s e~ (19.}Gs} ' Ch£.1!1Plon Annual,. all periods . 18klpper-
'Tr l~ Annuals 11 19li0. ~· 'Young Brit ain.• conta ins Nos. 1 t o 126 consecuti ve 
Is sues. s.A.E. Details -

.:!.~ ... ~~t .. 1 .. ,~].~ ... ~~! ... ~~ .· ., ~- 1 o .... , .. Phone: Lad. 6759. _ .............................. , .............................................. ,,,,, 
~: 1l6 dtrterent •oples or •flle Schoolgirl ' (all wtth Clttr Home stor ies } r a11£trc 
between Nos. 303 - !$2 (1935 - 38 ), and lncludlf'€ Xms N:ls. Excellent condlt too. 11- each. 
plus poet.age. Al.So 6 copies or 'Schoolgir l s' wecklY' (1938} - all at 1/ - each. seven 
1938 •c tr ts • Crystal s' - 6a. each. 1956 c.o. Annual - 10' -. Or WQJ.i,.d exCMnge any or the 
aboTe for •tt.agnets .• 
BRIAlN OOnE, ti.AT 1, 122, BAKER S'TREET, LOIOON, w.1. 
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Sexton Blake Today 
THE LA'IW (SEP'ItliBER) HCNtu; IN SEXTON 
BUJ<E LIBa.'lRY ARr. REVl£WED SY WALTER WE3B 

O.\TE lllnt DANCER ( NO, Ji:l/) ..... . . ..........•• • •....•.....• .•..•... .......•. ....••...•........• ••.. l11.RTIN ntCl1AS 

In days or o ld Beulah oo Courey v,ould ho.ve been C,"llc d n vrop . tten or a not Quite 
so earl.Y genera ti on would have l abe l lf:d her a gold-digger . The mle animal , oont r tbuting 
as he dtd , so mter l allY t o Eeulah 1s zest for lif e , tt ,ms , perha ?s , onJy natural that 
she should have no qua lms in hiring herself out as a hostess, er contact g irl, to a 
Bri t ish CO!:QMY expor ti ng at octc power sta t ions , rllo were e.ngltng for the signature or 
a Brazll tan tOOUstrtalls t, In cor;,ctl tl on with oo Ac.erlcan group niter th e s.3De contr ac t . 
Bi.ul ah expected easy p t ckt ngs ; but it was Beulch vtlo " as p icked up - by tl -:e pollce on 
suspicion of l!lll'der. 

To her savlolt and benerae t :"lr, Sexton Bldce , .!be \'oCUld hcwe proved her uotttucte 
tn a "<lY which woul d have scandalized her cousin . P.lula. It ts BlakEl's :: ls fortune that 
he ts att.rae tlv e t o IIl)st women, tho'-'lh just '!\hat It wns abcut h la that II!l)ressed Beulah 
parttcularlY might be due to one or t wo tlll ngs, or :i coa> l natl on or both. Ht s physical 
statw-e , ueyt>e, or his tl nanclal sta tus . 

MWTatt on, both unforced and unhurrlcd, ts excell ent, but dves not co:nouU.3.ge en­
tl re].y t he fr ag ility or tM plot. 

Rn.ting ......... ... Good. 

§Ot£ DIED !At.CH!M:l (Ho, 460) .... BEX !XUH!N 

It ' s all the rur. .. and rurdcr, - or me tnlr r cr TlrJcer and r .. -..rton Lang, Im.en, tn 
response t o an ·appeal by n f otrgrou:-,d shoNnan t o 1nvestlt :,ate srb ot age, which ls persle­
tenU )' t.aktng place et his aws etrJ."?nt p.ork., knoN'l. as Dreooland. tlley arrive ot the littl e 
to N\ of Bnrgate as deputi es tor Sexton Bl .'.lke. 

'n\l? t:U"der of a con on t he Gho:;t Train se t s Tinker oft to .:i g.rl c start , wtt h Mru"-ton 
li tt le oon than a rather ti mid SDectat or , c li nging t o hi s sle eve, yet not roWld wanting 
Yltten th e occasi on Mrlves . It' s a job Tlnic.er has to t ackl e pract ically stn !'.:}e-hMded, t ar 
Inspec t or Fawcett, of t.he local polt ce , exhibits a d~ ld ed r eluctance to enforc e th e 
r tgo1.r.s or the law aga tnst a hoodlum n~ ' Rocky9 f lint, end hts followe rs, who intro­
duce th e ir OMl part lcullf" brand or hoollgan t s o amngs t the pleo.sure - seekers . It Is l e ft 
t o Bl ake, nnklT.f: a bela tca tl.ppearence , tc give flin t a taste or his or.n ioodt c tne , but 
It' s Tinker vbo wlOOs up th e case , proving yet agal n, In the process , Ybat an able , U 
l ess skilful , s l:cond- lfl""CO::mlnd re ts . 

Ho 11trllrld• s.haker- th i s , but :l. cons cl ent lous l.Y ~ wen-,irltt en novel, a lbeit . 

R.ltl f\1 ...... Y.ery GOOd. 

mtLBAG: 1b1s Interes ti ng section or th e S.B.L. vol uoe ls m..ide even core so th i s a:mth 
tiy'"v'"[riue ot i, letter ln tt s colUl!llS l'l'l tt en by Mr-. G. R. 8:DWCJ¥S, who ,es act lve].y en­
gaged on t he t1/IGN'ET OJnY fe3I'S ago. HE,,ntl on ot tha t ~pe r, mcl C:J.so or th? GRL--rf'RIARS 
HER.AU), sen t one' s mind ro t a.ting book lns t.'.l1lt]J, Into the a tst.s or th e p~ t . and sotll of 
Ule nat'IQs h-. SatJ,ays rc.-ca lled In assoc i ation with Sexton Blake will cert n lnl.Y be re­
collected by ol der f oll owers ot the char acte r. One wi ll r eOOllY bel! eve that a fuU­
length book. would be necessary t o cover adcquate].y th e ups and downs or the s.B.L. airing 
t ~ l6 years or publ l catt on. 
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Nore prais e tor Artlnr 11aclem•s story , ' 111saton to 11ex1co•, published l8St 
FebMlal')', th.ts tlm?. rroa Paki stan. It seem to IOOlcate that anotha" story of Ceorge 
11arsden Plumer flltlld be a pop.Uar oove. 

~: CaroselU con t ribute s ht will QUlte ltk el.)' be cons idered his best drOJtl ng 
to date, ln Voluce No. tt,o. A picture by a MW art ist , CQCPs, adorns No. 459, am 
quite well dooc, t oo. Photographs on t tM; Inside f ront eover ot both Issues add to th e 
attr activ eness or each. 

DON ' T F O R GET 

TO ORDER Y O UR 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST 

1960 
AN NUAL 

THE MOST WONIBRFUL ANNUAL Ill THE WOR ID 

• • * * * • • * • • * * * • * • • * * * * * * 
Br.Clw.ER OOI..J..ECTW wants pre- 19}0 U'ltpn Jacks , Nuggets, Rocket.s, Tr-l utrt>s, Boys 
~az tnes, Real!tl'!i, Fr i ends, Heralds , ~ aders , Sport and Actvenwres, Foot ball Favourites. 
Gtv-e dt ans , pric es wanted. 

~ J:IHH ,J(JN(i , 7 WHITE, HART 0LANE, , LatlON, ,.N.22. _..,,.,..,...,_,,.,~.,, ,.,....,,.n,,.,..,,.H,,.,..,_ ,..,,,.,.,.,.,.,,,.,,.,.,,.,...,.,,., 

~~ J:1~~ :~}O~lb~~n1~r~~o~; ~9j: 5Deteiiv!\ie!;i1!~·1;58 !i/~n-23
' 

talntng Blake stories . Fair conditi on. Stat e pr tc e. 
,,s .... G ... swAN ... s, .. Seat~ ATenue, .. Victor ta Park.East , 

1
Western .. Aust.ralla ...... _,,. .. ,- .... i, .... _,. , ..,.,.,. , 

THI§ l'Offll 1S COVDt 

It ts a pleasUl"'E this mont h to ~l come back to the Digest COl'cr 
our °"" gtrted arti s t. Robtrt. Whi t er . 

OUr llttle 111:1rld, interested l.n old bor' s books, Includes people 
tn al l walks or Ut e, link ed together by th ei r con:ron hobb les. Sob 
shows tl!.l s cleverly tn h is st.rlktn.g cover ;,tcture. 

* * * ***'* * * * * 
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'i!Zefson Lee Cofumn 
( Conducted by JACK W000 1 328 St ockton Lane 1 Ym . ) 

I have th e difficul t task this montjl of trying t o fit a quart into 
a pin t pot, so obvious ly the l ess from me the better . However , many 
t hanks t o ol d and new contribu t ors whose work will in due cours e appear . 

FIVE: 3TARRED SINGLIB OF THE "NE!.SON LEB LIBR.'.RY" 
No. 5, "THE COMPACT OF THREE" 

By C. H. ChlJRCHILL 

On Octo ber 2oth , 1917 , a detective story appear ed in t he Nelson 
Lee Library entitled "The Compact of Three ." It had a most unusua l in­
tr oduction as I think you will agree. 

The story opened with Nel son Lee and Ni pper at tea in th e Wayfarers • 
Cl ub , Piccadilly . A gentle can cppr oached th eir t able and , apolo gi sing 
fo r the intrusio n, introduced himself as Oxenham Browne . He said tha t 
knowing Lee was always intere sted in quee r mysteries , he might like to 
hear of a very odd occurr ence ldlic h had happened to him. 

Being encour aged by Lee to oontinue , he said IE had received by 
post th at afternoon a bulky parcel , !l1d on opening it , had been startl ed 
to find t ha t . it contain ed a human skull wi t h a curi ous mark on the f ore ­
head . As Ulere was no indic at ion of th e sm der he had l ocked it awey and 
oome to to wn t o confide in a friend of his , As this friend proved to be 
away he had dro pped into t he Wayfarers fo r tea , spotted Lee whom he knew 
by sight and appr oached on 1he spur of 1he moment. 

t ee ar>i Nipper agreed to accompany Hr, Browne to his house e t 
Str ea t ham and elCBIIline the gr uesome re l ic . Thia proved , as Mr. Browne 
had said to be n human skull minus t he lower jnw and with some gold 
stoppings in tlE upper jaw highl y p olished . On t he forehead was a large 
cr ack and Nelso n Lee r emarked t hat obviously the man had been murdered 
by a severe blo w or had met with a f atal acciden t. Nipper , meanwhile , 
was examining th e label and discovered th at the pa rc el was actually 
addressed to a Mr. Brom, 31 Sto,:ilian Plac e and not Mr. Oxenhaa Browne, 
whose address was No. 81 in the sane stre et . 

Thi s , of course, made Mr. Browne very embarr ass ed and he apol ogis ed 
for bringing them on a fool ' s errand , e><ing to a pos tman ' s mist ake in 
delive rin g th e parcel to 1he wrong house . Lee suggested t ha t t he y take 
t he parce l to No. 31 and apol ogise fo r opening it in err or • 

...... ......... The .. party .. went .\o No ..... 31., ... am Mr . .... Crorles ... Bro"' ... proved .... t o .. oo .... a .. very 
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different type t o his nnmesake, being rath er fleshy , red - faced and 
dressed :in en ostentatious manner. He thanked then brusquely, but wen 
Lee remarkEd tr.at the J>lrc el contained a skull , he t ook it out and ep­
peared completely bewild ered. However, on spotti ng t he gol d filing s , 
he suddenly changed face . ond n look of fe ar came in his eyes, With a 
tr emendous effo rt he regai ned control of himself and managed to usher 
t ho thre e from his house with no expl!lllllti on. 

Nelson Lee was thoughtful about the matter, but what could they 
do? Brenn had obvi ous ly been scared at the sight of th e skull , but as 
no expl anatio n had been offered the affai r would have to be dropped, 

Mr. Dxenluun Browne ent ertained Lee and Nipper to diMer , so they 
all cas t the mntte r from t hei r m:inds during a very enjoy able evening , 

Early nerl ,;,orning Mr. Bro,11e called on them with t he news t hat 
during the night Charle s Brown led been found poisoned end was in bed 
unconsci ous. Surprised a t thi s , Lee decided to call arouod and en­
deavour to help the police :in their mquiries, .After being curtly 
received by the :inspector in charge, he :interviewed th e doctor ,mo had 
bem called :in, and who told him th e details. Apparmtly BroWl had been 
found by hi s se rvant s just befor e midn~ht , on tile floor of t he library , 
The doctor had bem sumnoned and he found Brown unc onscious . As a 
phinl containing a de adly drug l ay nearby he hod called t he police . He 
said that liley consi dered Brown was suffering fran a seizure nln he was 
inclined to agree because t he drug was so potent that if Brown hod 
taken :my he would hav e died almost at once . Al l the same, he doubted 
if he would recover , Lee th en interviewed Jenkin, th e manservant of th e 
house , and e licited t he fact that nobody had called at the house th e 
previous evening. Examining til e library he found marks at the winiow 
suggesting that saooone had entered the room that wey. Going into the 
garden he f rund some odd footprin ts and formed the ccmclusion that they 
had been made by a mrui either with n limp or an artifici al left l eg , 
Lee and !li pper th en departed , and succeeded in finding a taxi driv er 
who had picked up a mm wi 1h a false l eg lile night before and had 
driven him to Croydon. He took th em to t he spot wher e th e man had a­
lighted, md jus t t hen , to thei r amazement, a m:m with an artificinl 
l ef t l eg cro ssed th e road . AB he answered the taxi driver's de sc rip­
tion they followed hie t o a house i.llich he entered . They >'Ent in after 
him and found him in hi s r oom. When challenged, he thr ew a heavy vol­
ume a t Lee and floo. Being handicapped by his fnlse le g , he was soon 
overtaken by Lee i.llo suc ceede d in persuading him to return to th e hous e . 

Wilm H:·.ines , as he was ca lled, had cooled down somewhat, Lee told 
hie he knew he was in Brown' s Library lile prev ious evening ard that he 
was re sponsib l e ,,ror .. Brown' s . present dying .... ccmdi tion . ...... Hnines. r eplied 
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by stating tt.~t Brown was a murderer and one of the blackes t ·scoundrels 
alive . Lee, intr-i€Ued by thi s , encruroged !!tines to t ell all, and ttiis 
·,res his s t oty -

Five yet.rS ear li er . he. Brown Ind another man nar.:cd Krnroore had gone In search ot 
a ruined Inca t em:,le In Peni rc:p1.,.ted t o contc.ln a t cr tU'le In gems -,,;hlch, It found , they 
had cor'J)acted to smre equally . When near th e tar&et , Hntnes had a, llec tdent - ab.id 
fall - with the re3Ul t that h is le f t l eg wns sciashed. He was given shel t er by loclll 
Indians Ybo saved bi s ll ! c b:y cutting ot t his leg . As he YIOUld be l a id up tor scoe tltie, 
Brown Md K<:ru:x>rc conttrwed on t he i r "l'lY, ;,rorrilslng t o return. Pour weeks later Brown 
Nsppcared , alo ne, worn out am In t nt tcrs, " t th t he nc~ th..'lt KCn.t;Xlre had been killed 
tn a ri ght wi th lndtans. Brom had escaped but l ost hi s bearings 3lld roved the forest 
tor days . In th e end he had st~led on the ruined terple but no tr easure ,ras th ere , 
Md so he h3d Ntumed to H3tnes . 

~ t er th a t daY, Brown ott ered Hc:.tnes a clrtnk, but unnoticed by Brtim, a scoll 
lndtan ch tl d rushed pas t Hoines and upset th e drtnk Mien he ti.-id oniy taken a stp . A.s 
his throat cor.rr.enccd to bUM'I he re~fsed l t ff.t'.l:S pclsoned . When cba.llenged . BroN'I ad­
c ltted It and sa ld th e t reasure was now all hi s . Hnlnes th en bee.De uncons c i ous . Being 
~ak ened by losing his leg, th e sip or po ison t-ock run toll aid It 'Ml.s cont.hs before he 
could riove. 

In t he meant l mi, Brom cHseJ:peared tllCI Haines ~Mlsed tha t the wholi! s t ory 'Has 
false Mel that Bro'ff'I Md rcund the tree.sure . lr(lJen he coul d get 3bout he succeedad In 
roaching the tez:ple and rouro , t o h i s horror , ~ ske l eton lf l ng In tho ru ins . The crocited 
atull prcvOO th at Kerr.ore ha(1 bem clubbed nnd os his lrxlt m trlmds assured hi m there 
fl()te no host ll e tribes 81\Yftl ere ncE.l', he kntsff Srova l'l.'.!S respoostble . He burled the 
skeleton , otnus th? skull, lti lch he took D1'ffl1, f.ht nktne lt Cllp)it. provtde pro or; he was 
deterclned to ri m Brown Md coorront hlo ttlth t his ertsly ev idence . He knea· Brom ¥10Uld 
recogn is e th e skull becnuse or t he gold teeth r 1111.ngs .. 

He si.:ccec.<ded In reaching fllgland, getting a ra i se iee rttted and cor.renc:ed his 
search. t..arge].y by l ~k he located BroM ancl sent hlci the slrul.l .:is n r rl.gh t ener. He 
followed tt up by got.ng to tl'le houSe o.n<1 bi:rs t lng Into !lrcm 1s library UroulJ,h t he fflnd o" • 

Recognts lng h1c . Brown becme nearly insane wi th fright <'.lld throw ing do'Ml o phl al 
he was fi ngering, suddcnlY collapsed on th e noor. Ra.toes swore he nevc,r t ouched him. 
but lcmedlat e].y left the rooc by the wl rxlow i:nd returned hocoo. 

His story wes so convi..'lc:ing ttlnt Nelson Lee believed every detail . 
The th:ree decided to go to Bro1<n I s house to see lihat was happen:ing . On 
m-r i vnl they were greeted with t he ne,rs ihat Br own wos dend . The doctor 
informed them, however, thntho hod recovered consciousness shortl,Y be­
fo re ond had succeeded in meking a will leaving hnlf of hi s fortune to 
Haines and hall' to Kenmore' s widow. Thus , before leaving this world , 
Brown had oode t he only anends possible. 

The polic e didn ' t tcl<e any further nct ion as the doctor considered 
Brown had octuD.lly died of heart f ci lur e after a seizure brought on by 
frtght. 

Quite an interesting little story , but what an unusua l opening -
n skul l sent by parcel pos t! 

* * * * • 
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OL.O BOYJ/ BOOJ< CLUB 
Neetll)B held August :,0th, J96Q. 

Hol1da)'s and business c::mrttirents kept th e a t t eOO.ince down t o t en - Norman Gregory, 
Toe and Beryl Port er , Tea Davey , George Chath:??11, John Tooltnson , Hrs. Browi, Wtnnle 
Par t ridg e , Jack Selltlt:?ld and I:l)'sclf. A qui z se t by Bery l - twelve qoost l ons , Haol lt on 
and St . Prank's .. • as wen by r1 se H • Ith t en right . I t appears t hat Tom Port ~r hod suc.h 
a good t lcie m ht s Desert Isl e toot ?l? ccnt ea:plat cs a retw-n vis it, and he gave us hls 
eigh t select i ons tor read ing In hls spare tlt:1!. These "ere: 1. 11onster Llbrary No. 2 
• Tfle Black Sheep or the Rezoovc•; 2. a .r .L. No. 383 ' At te r Lights Out' i 3. Gem leas 
Double No. •The ?trst ery or th e Pa inted Room' i 4, s . o.L. No, 138 'Th e Ghost of the 
Prl or.;4i 5, s. o .L. No, 284 ' J l~ Sil ver ' s Chrlstros Part)-4; 6. c.o . Annt.iil 1959, 
ch osen spect!UlY tor • A Caire wtth TJce ' ; 7, Monst er Library No, 5 • The Bullies or St, 
Fr oYlk.•s ; 8, ;.. voltire or Nognets Nos, 954 - 981, cootatn tng Bob Cherry , 8"o t BOO Harry 
Whartcn mx1 Co. In Indi a , rurong other rtn e serie s . 

There was a ltv c}y debate CollCl'ftng a t alk by QYself when t cocpared Talbot Sa ines 
Read's •Firth Pam ot St. Doolntc'S- with :dl ool st(ll'Jes by Char'l es Hamllt(Jl, pnrttcu­
l arl.Y drawing ottentl on to th e cads or these schools and me Uml t or 'fd"O~dotng. While 
I thought that th e tn,e of rul e-bNeK lng at St. Domtntc1s ,ra.,: feas ible , th at as exeii:1)11-
f led bf Loder, Came, Knox, Car thew a."l:I Co, was a trifl e tai-t et.ched , and Ulltt th e 
vl llntny or Pons,:,nby, An$!el, Rocke, and others wns pas t tb e ll rolt or credulity. In n.ny 
case, no Inspi ra ti on to th e pouthtul ptDltc ror ;,.ttch they wert wrt tun. 

'Ibis view was not ve ry popular , but It pl'OTl dCd M Interes t ing d iscussion . The 
usooi reading ,romcJ up a pleasan t night I s vrogram:e. 

~ 
JOth Bcpten:ber , ]960 e.t 239; ffYde Par le ib ro. 

HARRY Bl<C6'n:R • Secretary. 

Tonight we held t te tJnal tnsta loent or • Tb? 5oJ Without. a Na.,,e•. As Ceor r Wtlde 
started t his st ory at t he Nay neet lfl3, It seEiced Ideal that he should 3lso g ive us the 
conclU3lon. And r ight well be did t t t oo. Wh.1.t we want t or next year Is t.he sequ el, 
• Rtvals and ctwos.• 

We beam again f rom Herbert' s son and Rayroorx:t ts now an honorary m?mber ot th e 
Northern Sec t ion. 

The Cr eytr lars CUp Cotll)etl t l on RaS di scussed and next month we hope t o have al l 
tbe yarns r ead out met voi.ed upon, t or t he tr tncluston 1n ' the Nf!" Popular-' . 

After the ret re ~nts ood the usu!tl natte r we bat a " cede of nwber' game on 
Greyrrtars ~ St . Jl m1s charac t ers by Gerry All l soo. It ,res CerTYts turn as he won 
l ast conth ' s quiz and not Roger as 1 r epor ted . HY mJth.s twt ha•e been at feult ¥itten 
t ota lling up the p:'..lnt s , so may I otter my apol ogies to all oonceme<l. Ceort Wild e was 
the wlMer th b tl oe and the last s&ntence In th e August r ep()rt coo take Its correc t 
plac e here , JJl th t he lrelusl on or •a• after • s eemed.• 

R. HOOOS<Jl - H(l'I. Seere tar7 

Heet1ng Mld 18 th Septectier . 

Host ot the • regulars • r eturned tor th e oee tt ng or the Round Table . ood It 111BS a 
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greet ph 85U1"e t o gr eet o ne1'Co,r.er In l!!r. John Farell rrc m Wlgrn, l'bo apparen t ly knows 
h i s St . Jl "'' s an:1 Creytrh.rs. Fronk Ur.v,1n WM C.Uli- CJC.Ster tor the n ight , and his Ur .st 
• adjective s• quiz , de scr ibing N:-. QJelch, 1'l'..S 11cn by Don Webs ter, whllst the seco nd ooe 
ott er the Int erval showed thnt frank Co.,e wo..s NCll up 1n cl a!:s l cal s t Mdnrd . 

Durtng th e even i ng , two or Ulc entrie s fer the Cup Cor::petltt cn were read, fYk:1 well 
rc-cetved. ~ nei:t a:eeune will be 00 &n:101', Oct.ober 16th, con:nnclng at 6 p,e, prcurpt 
tor " c hope t o hove a photograph tak en .'lJld to r.el eome :t. di s ting u ished vis it or. 

N. PRJ.CfW. - Secretory. 

After t he •hol.11• a good go.therlng asserrt,tc-d, en Sept ct:'Oer 18th, a t the Ncaaden Ns ­
ldencc ot Bob S).yt.he, fflerG onc e again we hod the expert ence or tr.spect Ing ~ e caq:>l ete 
con cctlon or Nc,l son Lees. Bobb ga\-e us 3 re,xuna: f roa one ot tllcse , •n,.e Ooooed School­
boy ,• one or tte Welter Church ,ert es. Thi s wo.s very well received by o.11 present. 

There fll'UI a l ore d iscuss i on on the Creytrtars CUp Centcs t , md with th e donor of 
t he trophy. Les Row.ley , ir csent, home on a sho~ l eave f t"OCI Germany, this Pf'Qwed veq 

~:~;::: : w~~ = : ii~ ~~p:~ ~ctt!~~e t ~~ ~~!~/:~;:,·:~,~ 
Addt son and Roger Jenktns . Cl)ce agatn Eric had prov ided prize s. to • add to the fUnll, and 
entert n lned 1n the usual hoppy- Wa)" tn th e dlstrtbuttoo of s.J:JB. 

•Byg one Days of Boyst Papers • by c . R. Sac,,oys . reoo by Len Packc:v1, plus o short 
Crtcke t QJlz odded to an ex tremel.;( J ol)¥ PJ'OO"aiiSI&. October 16th at Wood Gre en. host. 
Bob Whi t er , ts tre dst c end venue of th e next !Ulettng. 1tJ11:ny let t.he hos t know tt 
otterdlng . 

l}ours Sincer e ly 
(Itm:Rf§TINO t'TD'S FRCJ1 THE EDITCFl.1§ U:Ttt:R-BJ.G) 

JCMI STOKES (Dublin) . I m;i very happy about the Rookwood story tn Knockout. It l.s oll 
~ 'fhe Hagnet md Gan had ceas ed publ !c ott on., l crc bef ore I began t o tak e 31 
In tere st In this ,oooertu l and exciting world of ours , but I dtd CBn~e t o rtnd a rew 
very duscy old copies or bot h papers In the seastde •lllage .,.'here I then lived. n,ere 
WON cl c\-cn cop Jes , md ttle k i nd o ld lad)' ~ o owned the .shop l et a have the l ot tor 
thre epence. Lster, ooo of ay ctun 's dlld loaned ct soim bound copies of the Kngnet a.rd 
Gen, an:l I bectD! e. Charles lt.'ut.llton r an tor 1tre. 

ti~as~ ~~~~!u~~!; ar1:i !i! e~~:nJ:; ~::e e~~h~~~~e!t~s pnrt lcUlarly 

~C~~· ~o~ :C:~t~ .. :~n ~ o~!~:~ ;:w~~ c:~ : t~ ~~~e~r~o~~! 
tn the 1110rld as Inte rested In t.bese old stcrles ns I am, hos tl:rn ed back th-, peees ot 
tt:11 and brought new 11re t o thl1 dull old flfOrld or r.v. Kee,:, up the good work. tor I em 
l ooking ronr:rd to mony lntercsttng lssues or t ~ Digest. HopJng I hav e not t.aken up t oo 
ti.ch t ime or Your busy df!l7. contJnued •• 

. ...... ,. .. , .. ~<o(Oj O M-O M0,HOH .. OM H"' ' ,_ .. .. .................. . ...... , ,,,, , ........ . ,, . .,, ,. .,,,,..,.,,,,. . , .. , ,. , ,. ,, , ... , 0,,,,.,,,, __ .,.,,.,, , .,,. , ,. ,, ,.,., .,, .. , . ,,.,.,.,,,., , ,, ....... ,,. ... , , .. ,, , ,,, , .. ....... .. .. 
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(No. tr . Herrll l s , l et ters t ram rcad era ! Ol'll the happ i est part of e, busy chy . Tbe eo: the i;ien-1er. Please ...-1u q a1n IOOO . .. m. ) 

~b~:;· A.mes) . I would llkt t o see m:ire •cem or Ham.flt ctltaia • each O)tlth . 

(We l ike to m et readers ' "1sbes Un "' clll'I, c11 rr. 1be spiri t Is ,rtl l11~ but th e 
space Is"'* · kel.7 on us to do our bt1t .... ED. ) 

FRIJ.l'!C CJ.SE (Lt Terpoo l }. The Dig es t seems t o ICl>f'OV. " tell eve ry I s sue , eru1 eocb and 
l!Ycry wcrd t s re ad wit h grea t enj oyment, nen do'lfl to th e- smal l es t ' ad". Wish It OBOO 
out Wi!e.kl.Y - but then I hnwn 't got t.h8 ta* or prc.dt£ 1ng u.•. 
~~ (Germny ). I ' d Ute to pay tr ibute to th e rc t t ha t t bt Atn.lal ar ticl e, b,1 

lit tn., baVe aDfld a untold £ , . d . U n J baw made ey purchas es . I ..wl d not 
wlSb to 1pend a penny on the subs titut e rlter s or on a ~ rtl eul arlY Cb! Rrt ea . l n 
th ls sensa ol d Roge:r•s crt Jcles han been Just the n ry thi ng . 

~ (W,ce ll old ) . 1llmb for u, , <I p about Roollwood In IO«X:Xour , They co c;,ore 
quite ,m}l wttll s. o.L.119 , • JtJ:E7 Jotna Up• "1 1ch I btirr~ rrom th e Library . 1'be 
sl q ts a b t t j arTltlt a i tl oes , but no dc ub t It Is ho" th e ~ uen t day yow,gstcr s UOOl: s~ It . Ho;J~ th e a tory goes dCl'Q well , "1 en we t'.31 get a contl nunl.lcn or Ro:»!:ll()Od an 
a chance or St . J tm13 om Greytrl nrs . cm can alwa.)'S hope . Tbo c . o. lq:iroTes e3Cb 
t:IOtltb , with the lll ustr .citl ona e tc., and I 1Q l ooking torwaro eager l7 t o tbe Annuol . 

~ 1YC=-~~1n!~~ ~t!:.:'1 ,;! !r,~!c~~ !~vtb~ ;::;!si-~-v, ~ c~°:~ 
seven • sei, . Croll(! scene, 1n CM quad 1110uld be wtlca:ie. Up tl 11 nc• there: Is rY.> sign ot Fl sb , K..is el , Redwtng , Wm Ltq, ond the other lbar octers -.,,o l:l'dt tht tal es so pop tr 
l&r. One gets t lrtd ot ne t,_ Butt er , Faa,u, Fi ve , Smltl1)' crx1 Coker 00. T, Md occaa lon­
al ly Lcrd Naul eTerer . So tar e.s 1'= concemcd ttr . ~ elch bo.s n&'fCr yet been portr nyed , 
no t pro perl y. Cot:.ldn1 t th e B.B,C. carry t.hl ng3 fur th er wi th St . J lo •a imd RJokwoocl? 
A .sert es on eneh sch ool 11:')Uld be lnteN s tl nc . 

re~~ ~ ~"'ar~ih ~~1:r mi:~ ~ e:' ~(i= ::"ie: !i~~ =:1!Ml 
ac t ion ln 3l o ther . 

~ ~~~~:~~· ha~ ~!l\J~~ tt;1;~1~~ ~0h::!8~;:a:eo!n~~aa~at -
A, t11 (».VJ~ (rlJCbal h) . It( sol e colltc t too ls a bwnd vo lu::ia o f Jack , Sm and Pet • (1909 - 1910 • It tnclUOta one Plue.It cc:rita t n tng a J . s . & P. tale Md a ynrn cal. l t d 
• Pmtc• ... not OOoot t.he com-aaes , but 4 Ha Q'Ste 17 b)' someone • n-. • •. - .:t. n«r-d e- plume, 

r ~m : T~~~t= )fe:.~,-~~ . u,~ ~: ~t •:~ue1i/::t!! 1:.e:u-:so~~ 
tbe s. o.L. Npr lnt . r t elt aire toot Bob BlYt,he 11!.S to o tm:i:t llar to cit.sna:e Jerry as 
terrr . BOt1il ot the Ausa te cobbers aut t MYe wrtu. ltd a t aic h an ~1us t reJ. tan neme. I 
,es deli ght ed to t eam lhat Rookw>od • aa being reprtnted 1n Knockout . I •n U w~ en­Jo19(2 'Mt few ot that school th at r haft ooce e.cl"OH. r soon put on cv aetl'Phor leal 
lmlekerbo<*.er s an:! Eton Jtiek.et ard coll ar , an:i trl ppod al ong to tbc nellN!st nc,e ae:ent 
to a.at pla lntl n: lY tor the knockout . I noti ce that a Dick Turl>ln ae:r lnl ls Nml JlC 1n 
the !BIDlt pnper , I ,axt er tf thi s , too • la a re~ tnt . 
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1!'~~:."!c':~8::en"'::~ ~~ :";!1=!9~id 
t or old boy' s boOks. l1on7 Ul.MU tor prtnttrw Hert>ert LeckenbY' • • t1e11X1rlot•. 1'hta Ja 

real old bo1's' p~ers stutr bY a real l over 8'ld entbusta.st, Md I eri looktrc tOMlal"d to 

r:ucti more or It. I suppcse 7CIJ coulai't see your NOY" cleer to uu u. e this aeries 
• &acapt rroa Blrl~7 

ODDS AND E NDS 

Sz Qffl'Y Al} ls gn 

POOi OU> BUIJUl 
Chtldrcl ' • readtn c m::d , ~c.tnc ere Ule subjects or utlcles tn tbt Septftllber ia .. ot 

•r o.mtl.J' Doct.cr-. Dr. F.rsc J. Trlamer. In on articl e on ~erwe Ir.ht chlldNn, sta tu that 

nearl.Y tbreeqwrurs or all th e rat children have 11 Cat fathf:r or n r at IIXlth er or botb . 

Rt sou oo: •0\11.Qren Jt\o C"9 unpopUlar or \l'\happy et scho ol tor any NASOn try t.o 0011r 

pensat.c b7 owr- eattnc . Btll.1 Bwlter ta UM clo.n1c exa:c,l e.• 

SPLIT JtFJNI!JV£ 
•n.e D\&lt.,....pe•1n& world 'ltl1!iT be d ivid ed Into (1) thou who ne i ther knOfl nor cert 

.ti at a spl i t tntln ltl TII t s ; (2) tho~ m o do not kn01", bUt cnre nry 111eb; 0) those 

,h o tno,, Md condem.; (4) thoH Yllo know and apwc,ve ; (57 Ul.01& ,tx, know ard dlst1n1 utah .• 
So 1371 H. w. rowier In •l'tOdem Encltsh Usage. • 

Be that u it MY, I sot an W1Pleasant qualg ~ I relld: ' It Wal no Ueht t rlmt to 
col.lllY Ignore a,u ndance 1n en.ra lessons• tn •Hmc1rortt.•a Ba1 ne,e. H. 1- LJbra17, H• 

1er lts , No. 2. (Sea C2Ml)ter 9.) I do no, wtin, t.o $tart. anotb er quarrel, tiu, cm ffl70nl 

quote oo a s tmtlar exnzil)l t from ,he ,rltl.n&.t of Charles Homlltm? 

BUNTIB Is p AR1'r 

• ···'***··· • 
'l'ELEVISION CRITIQUE 

'lbis , t ho concluding play of the late s t T. V. se ri es, was tele­

vised a, Saturd ay, September 24th. A potted version of ono of t he post­

wnr Bunter books , th e pl ot WM just n trifl e too inv olved for cocpressi01 

into 25 minutes . "'3 .'.Ill hour's entorll\inment , it would have providod 

excellent material. However, "small pnrty wntchi ng i t with t his cri t ic 
found it entir ely to th ei r lildng, Md lmlghod continuously, so it = 
be reg<ll'dod"" a good ~up item fo r th e present series. 

• • • • * 
VATCH FCI\ TllE COLLEC'OORS I DIGEST great CHRISTMAS NUMBER! 

tq,Uc aced b)' Tork Ilu,llcaurw Serr Jcea , 12a fflt Shambl es , York. 


