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Normally, you expect to
find our own, brand new, 1960
Editorial on this page. But
variety is the spice of life,
and this month, for a change,
we bring you an Editorial from
nearly 45 years ago. It comes
from the Greyfriars Herald

No. 1, published in November,
EDITORIAL 1915‘.' That journal, costing a
mere 3d. per week, had the rea)
school magazine flavour, and it
may well be the most unusual
paper ever published.

With the aid of a magni-
fying glass, you may even be
able to read some of the print,
but, in any case, we hope that
the sight of the page will pro-
vide a happy moment for you,

In case you are intereste
a further peep at that old Grej
friars Herald will be given you
in the 1960 C.D. Annual.

T cus SRR CAPTLEE
e Yeaa wmANO
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From the Editors Chair

"I*m not so young now as I was —
My high noontide has gone.

It seems ridiculous, and yet
0ld age comes creeping on,

But what a challenge! I must try
More folks to help and bless,

I1'11 have to cram more kindnesses
Into each day, I guess,"”

I came on those verses a few weeks ago, and, somehow, they re-
minded me very much of Herbert Leckenby. They seem to me to convey
the very thoughts which he might have had in his last two years or so
of life,

It is now OCTOBER = and it is a year since our old friend was
taken from us with such bewildering suddenness, The soothing hand of
time has eased the sense of loss, as Blessed Timealways will, But,
in this month of October, as the days shorten and the mists come dowm,
we, who knew him so well, realise that his passing left 2 gap in our
small world which can never be filled,

QUR MAGAZINE. Looking back over the past twelve months, we feel with
some pride that COLLECTORS' DIGEST has never slid back, It would
have been a poor memorial to our old friend if we had allowed it to
do so, The C.D. was his baby, his strapping offspring, It is a joy
to be able to guide the development of this bonny fourteen year old,
and assure that it grows into healthy manhocd.

A new editor, naturally, had some new ideas, and we believe
that the introduction of these has pleased you all, But, basically,
the C.D. remains the same, All the best features of Herbert's time,
with their tried and sferling worth, have been retained. We like to
feel that Herbert knows what we are doing with his offspring - and is
proud and delighted.

A day or two ago, Richard McCarthy of far—off Queensland, wrote
me as follows:-

"You are doing a wonderful job with the C.D., and poor Herbert
would be proud of the way you are carrying on his work. The picture
of Herbert in the Who's Who, and the short piece he wrote about him-
self set it off nicely, and it gives it a special value for all of us
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who loved him."
Letters like that really "make my day."

TEE FUTURE. As most of our readers apureciate, Tunning the C.D. is a
Tull-time job. There are a hunred-and-one incidental expenses, apart
from the actual production costs of the magazine each month,

In Herbert's time, the C.D. lost money, so that he had to asub-
sidise it from his own pocket, In the past year, the subsidising has
had to be on a far larger scale than it was in Herbert's time, Actually,
so far as this office is concerned, the matter of subsidising has been
a minor detail, It has not bothered us wnduly. We have regarded it
as our contribution to a wonderful hobby.

It is a pleasure to be able to say that, with every passing
month, our circulation has crept up a little. If has never dropped.
The unfallmg upward trend is most gratifying, but it would need a
very large influx of new readers before the magazine could ever pay
for itself. '

It is for this reason that we announce, with extreme reluctance,
thet from January, the price of Collectors' Digest will be increased
to 2/- per month, With the income of the magazine brought closer fo
outgoings, it will be possible to introduce improvements and novelties,
to maintain the standard which we have set ourselves in the year gone
by, From the hundreds of letters which pour in every month, we feel
certain that no reader will regard this inerease in price as an unjust
imposition, We have no intention of meking any profit; we just wish
to give you the very bestservice possible.

Unexpired subscriptions will be adjusted from January, so that
readers have no need to send in anything further wntil their expiry
slips are received with the appropriate issues.

In conclusion, should any of our readers who cay. be pensioners,
or on limited incomes, find the increase a hardship, if they will
write to me and explain circumstances, arrangements will be made for
them to continue to receive the Digest at the old price.

THE EDITCR,
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FOR SALE: Billy Bunter Bocks, Bunter's Owns, Goldhawk Tom Merry books,
Tom HMerry Annuals, D. BROCKS, 40 WELLHOUSE ROAD, BECKENHAM, KENT.

The Telephone Number of TOM end BERYL PORTER IS CRADLEY HEATH 69630.




DON'F BE TOO LATE! When the time comes, there won't be many copies
available to fill the requirements of casual readers.

Have you yet ordered your

1960 C.D. ANNUAL

This book — probably the most wnusual publication in the world - will
be packed with good things from COVER to COVER.

Here are just some of the items which will entertain and fascinate you
this coming December:—

"THEY CAME FROM OVER THE SEA" Harry Broster!s delightful article on
the "Colonials" of the Hamilton Schools.

"SOME INTIMATE GLANCES INTO THE NELSON LEE" Ernie Carter of Austr-lia
contributes something which 211 Lee fans will revel in.

WIHE P LE WHO MADE 'The Chompion'"” From the pen of F. Addington
Symonds, this magnificent article will charm you from the first word
to the last.

"THE MAN FROM BAKER STREET" A section of the Anmual, conducted by
Leonard Packman and the stars of the Sexton Blake Circle, devoted to
the world's greatest detective, and alone worth the cost of the entire
Annual, Don't miss it.

"IHE GREATEST REBELLION OF THEM ALL" Les Rowley, in topping style,
tums the spotlight on the Brander Rebellion,

"NO END IN SIGHT" Eric Fayne in whimsical mood,

"THE TAGS OF HAMILTCNTANA" One of the greatest and most remarkable
achievements that has ever come to the Annual. Tom Hopperton, with
editorial comments by Gerry Alliscn, has collected hundreds of the
famous classical tags, with their sources, as used in the greatest
school stories in the world.

"PIPPIANA-COLLOP THE SECOND" A superb article on Young Folks Tales
and Tales for Little People, written by Otto Maurer, A feast of fine
reading,

"THE GREYFRIARS RE-PRINTS IN THE POPULAR"™ A mammoth achievement
from that master of mammoth achievements - Bill Lofts., A joy for the
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ﬂtatls‘slcally-mmded and of 1nf1n1te value for all.

"AS T RECALL —" A wicked, witty, whimsical summing-up of the old
Comic Papers. By Arthur Hoyse.

"MIGHTY }EW OF THE SIXTH" Dcn Webster views, in entertaining style,
the much neglected Senior forms.

"THE PHANTOM OF TREGELLIS CASTLE" Reuben Gedsave writes on the most
astonishing mystery with which Nelson Lee was ever concerned.

"THE REMOVE FCRIM AT GREYFRTARS"  Frank Hancock takes a lock at the
"Forgotten Men' of the famous school. Vividly he brings some of the
0ld characters back to life,

AND MORE! The above list does not include everything, We have not
the space to list all the mighty attractions,

The 1960 COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL, which has been in preparation for
many months, contains MORE ARTICLES and STCRIES, MCORE PICTURES, MORE
JOY than we can possibly describe in the space at our disposal,

DCH'T MISS THE ANNUAL, OR YOU WILL NEVER FORGIVE YOURSELF.

*OR R O o R ¥ # X F F X * O F ¥ ® K X X K * * X

MAGNETS FOR EXCHANGE: Nos. 1198, 1223, 1228, 1229, 1231, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1236, 1237,
1239 all in good conditlion., And Nos, 1455 = 1480 (twenty-six numbers) bound. One or
two issues slightly the worse for wear, but all storles complete and readable, [ am
willing to offer the abeve in exchange on a "two of mine for one of yours! basis if any-
one has any pre=1931 Msgnets to offer, Or I would accept Greyfriars Schoolboys! Ovn
Libraries other than those dealing with foreign holidays, Brander rebellion, Flip or
Pengarth,

E‘nqulr'les to: L. RCULEY, BRIT!SH CDIEBMTE-GEN‘E'RAL H.ANNUV'ER, GERMANY, AEGIDIENTORPLATZ 1

WAMTED: The Popular: 127-135, 137, 138, 14t-1is5, 147-159, 161-163, 169171, 170181,
186168, 190, 191, 193201, 203-205, 207-211, 220229, 231, 311, 313, 31k, 316-318, 320
322, 525-33h, 336-55 3&5*5!;7 319, 350, 353‘361, 380, 381, 388-3%8, Lo, 122-&15, g,
128, WA, 451, L2, [SU-lsE, Loo-ls5, UG5, L6, Wo-Lea, L9S, 518, Sk, 55, SL7-551,
556=558, 560-566, 558-5?1 572, 571, 518, =81, 591, 5960599 5.0.Ls - 60. 68.

DR, R WILBON, 100 BROCMFIELD ROAD, GLASCOW, N.1.

WANTED: Sexton Blake Libraries, 1st Series Nos, 11, 1'.'. 37 105. 109, 111, 198, 201,
2nd series Nos. 293, 29, 306, L22, L1k, u95. 520, 667. Union Jacks Nos. 689, 691,
693. €95, 702, 703, 704, 711, 17, ?2! . 725, 127, 132, 136, W0, 785, 186, 767, 788,
789, 190, 791, 792, 193, 798, 800, 802, 803, 809, 811, 815. 311;. 818, 819, 820, 1041,
1064, 1098. 1390, MRS. J. PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, wwm, S.E.22,

WANTED: B.0.Ls L2, 65, 66, 162, 257, 258, 259. Your price plus postage pald. The ad-
vertiser has some §,0.Ls, Nelson Lees, Gems and Magnets for exchange only.
BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICELAND,
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BLAKIANA

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich,
London, S.E. 22.

*
X
*

In addition to the prom-
ised contributions by Keith Chap-
man and Bill Lofts, there is room
this month for quite a nice quota
of 8.B.L. titles and authors,

From now on I hope to make good
headway with this valuable inform-
ation, and can at least promise
another lengthy batch next month,

The indefatigable Bill has
been hard at work on his sleything
and with interesting results.
These will be revealed next month.

JOSIE PACKMAN

* ® ¥ ¥ *

"SEXTON BLAKE AWNUAL, 1961"
By KETTH CHAPMAN

In recent years frequent requests have been made in the S.B.L.
Mailbag columns and elsewhere for the retum of the Sexton Blake Annual.
So, this being the time of the year when annuals make their appearances
in the newsagents' shops, I thought it perhaps a suitable moment to try
to envisage what might possibly be the contents of such a book if these
requests were to be granted and today's team of 5.B.L. writers and art-
ists was to employ its talents in producing a New-Look Annual,

A1l good annuals should have a close relationship in atmosphere,
appearance and editorial policy to the periodical whose name it bears.
It ought to be representative of the confents of the periodical, should
feature all its popular characters and regular items, and in style of
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presentation be as similar as the different format will allow.

Bearing in mind then these basic principles, this is how I im-
agine a New-Look Sexton Blake Annual,

To start with the cover.

On the left-hand side would be a red strip occupying the same
proportion of the total cover width as does the average-size red strip
on the covers of the 5.B.L. In the top half of this strip would be the
book!s title and yeer of publication in yellow lettering of the same
style as is used in the S.B.L. red strip, while peneath the title would
be the familiar Justice symbol. Further down the strip, in the lower
half and in the position occupied on the 5.B.L. cover by the price,
would be a list of contributing authors,

The main part of the cover, like many S.B.L. covers, would be
split up into a number of smaller pictures, Some of these would be
scenes from the Annual's varicus stories while others would be of the
characters appearing in them, The central picture would be one of
Sexton Blake based on that by Marcus Stone which appeared in the Port-
rait Gallery Series,

4 "composite™ cover of this type would not only be representative
of many S.B,L. covers, but would also solve the problem of which of
the many excellent preseni-day artists should be chosen for the job,
for a cover entirely by Eric Parker would perhaps not please the
Caroselli or Symenoni fans, and vice versa, With a "composite" cover,
pictures could be by different artists and, thus, everybody would be
pleased.

The greater part of the New-Look Annual would be taken up by two
more novels of the S.B.L. length; one with a setting somewhere in
Britain, and the other somewhere abroad, They would be by two differ-
ent authors, preferably with fairly contrasting styles,

Today, the average Fleetway Publication's annual has 192 roughly
quarto-size pages, each of which tekes about the same mumber df words
as a 5,B.L. page set in 8-point type. Thus the iwo novels would account
for some 120 of the 192 pages.

The remaining pages would be taken up by short stories on similar
lines to James Stagg's "The Million Pound Stakes" (see S,B.L. No. 379),
short true crime articles of the iype which appeared in the early Mag-
azine Sections and Crime Casebook, and perhaps a "puzsle in detection"
such as the one posed by Peter Saxon in 5.B.L. No, 366 under the title
"Death Calls for The General," Novels, stories, articles and other
features would of course be arranged in a suitable order,

One of the short stories might be a Blake in Wartime story, while
another could feature Tinker on a "solo assignment” (see the short
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stories "No Tears for Belinda" and "No Crime at Christmas" in S.B.L.
Nos. 418 and 419 respectively). Poula Dane, Marion Lang, Miss Pringle,
Splash Kirby, Mrs, Bardell, Craille, Coutts, Grimwald, Dukelow - every
popular character regularly appearing in the modern 5.B.L. would be
featured in at least one story or novel.

A frontispiece, if the Amnual was to have one, might well be pro-
vided by a "still" from the new Sexton Blake film, while another pict-
orial page could be made up of reproductions of Blake as he had been
portrayed by the artists of the various publications in which he has
appeared, n3 differentperiods in his long history. At the beginning
of the book would be an editorial, and at the end, naturally an advert-
isement for the S.B.L...aus.s

By now I have probably reached a point where most of you will
either be shaking your heads in dismay or frowning heavily. "No, no!
You've got it all wrong! A New-Look Annual wouldn't be anything like
this at all," you say. Well, perhaps it wouldn't. Perhaps it would
be as you imagine it. And then again, perhaps not. Who can say? For,
where the llew-Look Sexton Blake Annusl is concerned, there is only one
thing we can be sure of; and even of that perhaps not absolutely. And
that is, none of us will ever be proved wrong in our theories as to
what it would be like,

For it is my guess that, even if circulation ever becomes large
enough to justify one, there will never be a New-Look Annual.

Anmuals are regarded as publications for children, and to my
knowledge, with the sole exception of the Radio Times Annual, that is
what in fact they all are.

Now, one of the earliest aims of New-Look policy was to establish
the S.B.L. as adult literature, Previously it was looked upon by many
merely as boys' magaszines, and maybe correctly so - observe that until
recent years the S.B.L. always used to be classified in that authori-
tative work, "The Writers and Artists Year Book" as a "juvenile publi-
cation."”

In July 1958, Mr, W, Howard Besker seid in an editorial report:

"The modern 5.B.L, is the fulfilment of what so many
Blake fans had hoped for in the past - a publication
shed of its former juvenile affiliations and standing
unique in its class as adult, realistic fiction of low
cost and high quality,"
Hence my opinion that we cannot expect an annual because it would

appear to be a children's book, would be displayed by newsagents with
all the other annuals - children's books - and would thus, if not in




fact, certainly in general belief, be a "juvenile affiliation™ not in
keeping with New-Look policy.

In conclusion, and perhaps in further support of my opinion, I
will leave you with this question: Why has Mr, W. Howard Baker never
published an answer to those Mailbag correspondents who in one way or
enother have asked "when can we expect a Sexton Blake Annual?"

(If Mr, Baker would like to say a few words on the subject, through
the medium of Blakiana, I shall be delighted to hear from jim. J.P.)

L I N B T I

SEXTON BLAKE ON STRIKE!
By Y. 0. G. LOFTS

¥r., Emest L. McKeag, the creator of that popular "Magnet"
feature "Come Into The Office, Boys and Girls," recently told me a
most amusing story concerning Sexton Blake, With old Blake plays and
films - and the new Blake film - being in the news of late, I feel i%
worth repeating for the amusement and interest of our readers,

Round about the 1913 period there were a number of stage pro-
ductions featuring Sexton Blake, and these plays were being shown at
Theatres all over England. Knowledgeable readers will remember that a
former editor of the UNION JACK, Lewis Carlton, actually left his
editorial position to appear in one of these companies, in which -
mainly owing to his youtihful looks - he played the part of Tinker.

A youngster himself in those days, Mr, McKeag remembers quite
clearly one such production being perforued at the Grand Theatre,
Byker, Newcastle, The actor who played the part of Sexton Blake, was,
it seems, of a very temperamental disposition. After a dispute with
the producers and management he walked out of the show, taking Pedro,
who was also in the play, with him! Being devoted to his master, this
dog - as the real Pedro would have done - went where Sexton Blake went.

The management, however, did not seem at all worried in losing
their leading actor, for they promptly promoted his wnderstudy. True,
they had also lost Pedro, and a bloodhound would not be easy to re-
place at short notice, but he had such a small part to play in the
production that maybe the audience would not miss hinm,,...

That night, as the people were beginning to crowd round the
Theatre for the evening performance, the "original" Sexton Blake was
to be seen, complete with the faithful Pedro at his heels, distributing
leaflets to the queues of theatregoers who were reading them with great
interest, The pamphlet stated, in effect, that the real Sexton Bleke
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would not appear that night, end neither would Pedro; the actor who
was taking the part of Sexton Blake was an imposter, and that they
(the public) were being swindled to pay and see a substitute detective
and no Pedro!.

The paying public, it seemed, were taking great notice of the
wording of this leaflet, for they were streaming away from the Theatre
4o seek their evening entertainment elsewhere. The management, who had
been watching these proceedings with much conoern and alarm, were
horrified +to see this happen, and after a hurried conference they app-
roached the "original" Sexton Blake, There was a long consultation,
the outcome being the actor's reinstatement - just in time for the
first performance.

In this present era of frequent strikes in industry, it is cert-
ainly appropriate to report the time when Sexton Blake as On Strike.

LR R

SEXTON BLAKE LTBRARY TITLES AND AUTHORS (1st series

continued
No, 196  Payrent Suspended .. _.J. W, Bobin
No, 197 The Yellow Face ... is W. M. Fraydon
No. 158 The Idol's Eye (Gunga Cess) s R s St e B R
Mo, 199  Tirker!s Lone Hand A. Murray

No, 200 The Four Trails (\ lcl:el‘-shaﬂ) W, M, Graydon
No, 201 False Scents ... .

No, 202 Terror Islend ...

No, 203  Ambergris} (Jules Veder.te) 5
No. 204 The Becret of the Red Mountain {G. Crant, Mddle Julie) .. .......] W, W, Bayer

{Reprinted 2nd serles No. )

Mo, 205 Through Fire and Water

No, 206 The Case of the Deserted Wife
No, 207 The Green Turben ...

No, 208 The Case of the Cultured Peals (Tvonne, Plumser)
No. 209 The Derellcts (Laban Creed, Fenlock Fawn) .
No. 210 The Motor—Coach Mystery u(ew, Carlac)

..R, C, Armour

No. 211 The Red Dwarf (Yedax the Dwerf) ... .. A. Bymonds

No, 212 The Power of the Unknown (Foulls Lardun)

No. 213 The Studio Mystery.. . C. Armour

No. 214 The Fewd Beyond the Lar/ (i{um],e Begge)

Ho. 215 The Case of the Twisted Trail (Els;eth Drell . A, Symonds

No. 216  Sexton Blake In Silesia ... i M. Graydon

No. 217 The Case of the Rajah's son (6. Dass) . E. Hil1l
(Reprinted 2nd series No. 479}

No. 218 The Case of the Bendigo Helrlooms {(Kestrel) ................cceeoe J. Lewis

No, 219 The Ivory Bcreen (Rymer).. G. H. Teed

No. 220 The msmy of the Hlsslng Jwrnalfst .
Mo. 221 The Phantom of the Pacific (G, Crant, tadle Julle}
(Reprinted 2nd series No. Lko)

No., 222 The Case of I:helhrmedﬂ].m(l.an’lesal
Mo, The Baboon's Paw

. W, J, Bayfield
.He W, Bayer

A, Murray
-Rs.Co Armour
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ROOKWOQOOD

The main tellding point this month, in the Editor's Letter Bag,
has been the return of Rookwood. The following letter, from Frank
Hancock of Leeds, is typical of large numbers:

"Exciting news in the Digest just recefved - that KNOCKOUT is
going to feature Rockwood staries, Being on holiday this week, I
went strajght to the newsagent's and was lucky enough to get a copy
of the previous week!s issue, There Is was - "The Fighting Four",
Jicoy Silvert's adventures at Rookwood School, 1 nipped into a cafe
and read 1t there and then over a cup of coffee,

1 haven't read the original version of this particular story,
but 1T appears to mé much as {t would be In the Boy's Friend ell those
years ago, Certain modern words and phrases appear which Owen Con-
quest would not have used = fclots!, thoodlums', 'twerps’, 'right now!,
etc., but this, I suppese, was inevitable, and 15 no real detriment,
The {llustrations are prefty startling to those of us who are used to
the work of G, W, Wekefleld, but I suppose Eton jackets are outmoded
nowadays, and anyway we can't have everything.

They have been wise in choosing Roockwood stories for = modern
boys! paper. The shorter, more coneise Rookwood yarns will be more
sultable for This purpose then the longer St, Jim's and Creyfriars ones.

Needless to say, 1 have given my newsagent a standing order for

T,

It seems to be the polley of the paper to present staries

anonymously., 1 think they might add 'by Owen Conquest'. I would add
interest and prestige to the serles it this were done,"

(The name of Owen Conguest has now been added as the Author of
the srories, - ED.)
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WAS THERE 4 "FIRST" AT GREYFRIARS?
By W, O, G, IOFTS

I wonder if any readers of the
Magnet were puzzled in their boyhood,
as I was, by the fact that the First
Form at Greyfriars never seemed to be
mentioned in the stories.

"Surely you cannct start num-
bering the forms with the Second," I
often used to muse. I must confess
that at that time I was completely
unfamiliar with the types of "forms"
one associates with public schools
like Greyfriars. I myself attended
a school very much like that adorned
by Dick Trumper and Co., for my
school was under the London County
Council, not far from the famous
Lords Cricket Ground at St. John's
Wood, London, Our forms were just
called classes, starting with the
First, the lowest, up to the Sixth,
the highest, It was as simple as
(Illustration by JOHN JUKES)  that,

* % % The question of why there was
no first at Greyfriars has still intrigued me in recent years, since
my interest in the Greyfriars stories has been roused by my connections
with the hobby, and now that, with due modesty, I can say that my
Imowledge has increased ten—fold from reading many of the older
stories, published long before I was born,

Hemiltonians I have questioned have been vague on the subject,
divided in their opinions, so it was evident I had to get something
concrete from other sources.

Magnet editorial answers to readers certainly have not helped to
clear up the mystery. For instapce, in Magmet 394, I read: "There
are 43 boys in the First Fom at Greyfriars, and these boys are known
as "babes."

Yet in other Magnets, with the replies obviously written by a
dli‘ferent sub-editor, there is a complete denial of any First Form
.8t Greyfriars...




The point now arises as to whether there was ever any mention in
the stories of this mysterious Form, and, until recently, I was inclined
to take the side of the "anti-firsts." The only mention I knew was in
a series writlten by a substitute writer in 1922, when Wally Bunter be-
cane 2 junior master in charge of the Pirst Form,

Quite rightly, the "anti-firsts" have a strong case here, for
as Charles Hamilton did not write the series, the form could not bte re-
garded as the genuine Greyfriars set-up.

Let me quote the writer of the series, Mr. G. R. Samways -

I think this another case where the mriter has been unfairly condemed
for indulging In caprices of his omn without justification, The truth
is, I should never have taken It upon ryself to introduce a First Form
unless there was a precedent for 1t {n the previous writings of Charles
Hamilton. Having read all the early Magnets, I was quite awere of this;
therefore if was quite In order to place Wally Bunter in charce of the
babes of the First. He was, after all, 1ittle more than a boy himself =
a sort of student teacher - and to give him a higher form would have
meent pushing out one of the existing masters,”

Hr, Samways has made an interesting point here, for if, as he.
says, ir, Hamilton, in previous stories of the famous school, had
clearly stated that there was a First Form, that would be the end of
the controversy so far as I was concerned., After much research in the
early Magnets, I have found that Mr, Samways was correct, and I follow
with quotations from stories to prove the point -

Megnet 241, (1912) There of story: Reggie Coker, Herace's yeung brother,
arrives at Greyfriars, and there 1s some doubt to which forz he 1s to be
allocated, "1 suppose you are not anticipating being put In the First
Forn amongst the babes, are you?" deranded Coker, with 2 puzzled lock st
his brother, (Teken from chapter 6),

Ea::r)e; 291, (1913) Theme of story: The Remove is considered by Dr.
e to be getting too nelsy, so he instals Walker, the prefect, to keep

order In the Remove passage, "In their mind's eye, the Removites saw

thenselves reduced to the meek orderliness of the First Ferm,® (Taken

from chapter 1,)

Both stories, were, of course, without question written by Charles
Hamilton, and probably the keen reseercher could find other instences
of the First Form being mentioned,

Now we come to the question of why the First was so rarely men-
tioned, and the most likely explanation was given me recently by a well-
known Fleetwsy Publications editor, himself a keen reader of the Magnet
years ago.

He said: "I never read of the First Form at Greyfriars, and it
seemed to me quite natural that such a continued page 306
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REVIEW
BILLY BUNTER'S COWN 1960

Oxonhoath Press - 8/6

This new edition of the Bunter Annual will be a welcome addition
to many Christmas stockings next December, for it is packed with
stories, profusely illustrated, which will fascinate youngsters,

There are two Greyfriars tales, and a very welcome little yarn
introducing the Rio Kid, A shert adventure story is set in Africa, and
stars a character named Iyn Strong, This Hamilton character is not
very well known, but he featured in a series in the later days of the
Popular.

Two short items introduce respectively the chums of Felgate and
the School for Slackers. As is general with this Annual, more atten-
tion is paid to quality than to quantity, but the kiddies will un-
doubtedly be delighted with it .t Christmas time.

A puzzle picture is included unintentionally. The story HARD
LINES tells of Sldnner maeking surreptitious use of Mr, Quelch's phone,
but the title picture shows a young man, wearing a master's gown,
using the instrument. Somebody slipped up somewhere,

*
ol
*

OUR PICTURE, with Billy Bunter blowing his
own trumpet to remind us all to purchase
his latest Annual, is especially drawn for
this issue of Collectors' Digest by Mr.

C. H. Chapman, world-famous for his Grey-
friars illustrations,

*
Rl
*
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Continued from page 303

form did not exist, My old school was like Greyfriars in many ways,

and the forms were similar, Starting with the Second Form, we had a
Third, three forms in the Fourth, two in the Fifth, and one in the Sixth,
Boys did not join the schoel until aged 14-15, which is the reason why
so many junior forms were necessary, It was rare for a boy to start at
the school at the age of 9 or 10. At that age they mostly hed private
tutors, and in the event of their joining the school at that age, their
numbers would not warrant the existence of a First Form,"

To be quite fair to Mr, Humilton, who may now be alleged by some
readers to have created a form and then dropped it, neither he nor the
editors can have dreamed that the school and characters would be widely
remembered 50 years later, and that especially Bunter would be a house-
hold word known to millions through the coming of T.V. Inconsistencies
are, after all, to be found in many early stories, Readers of Conan
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories are still puzzling as to how many
wives Dr, Watson had, But on the evidence I have shown, I feel that
there was a First at Greyfriars, but the reason for its obscurity is a
question that only Mr, Hamilton could snswer,

To wind up, while looking through Magnet 513, which contained a
good meny details concerning boys, studies, ete., compiled by J. N,
Pentelow, I came on the following emusing comment, which was rather un—
usual for him, for he lacked a sense of humour in his stories:-

"A book on Iceland had a chapter headed 'Snakes', All it conteined
was this: 'There are no snakes in Iceland.' There is no First Form at
Greyfriars and if you want to know why the Second is not the First I will
tell you - when we are told why some railway lines have first and third
clagses, but no second,"

* % o® w *

Television Critique
BILLY BUNTER OF GREYFRIARS SCHOOL

BUNTER'S BICYCLE. Here we had Bunter buying a bicycle on credit, and
the cycle dealer eventually wiping off the debt upon Bunter's agreeing
to be photographed riding the bicycle, thus providing stability of
the machine. There was a slight by-plot concerning a poem which the
Remove had to compose for Mr, Quelch,

It is difficult to decide whether the auther or the producer was
responsible for the scene when, apparently, Mr, Quelch was tempted to
take a joy ride on Bunter's bicycle.

Highlights were some shots of Bunter riding the machine up hill




and down dale through country lanes. The close=ups of the Famous Five
while Wharton was reading his poem aloud, were good.

But the only thing that reminded us of much connection with the
Magnet was the mention of & Moonbeam bicycle.

TOFFEE-HUNTER BUNTER. Televised on Seplember 3rd, this episode was
First—class, Gerald Campion, good though he always is, really sur-
passed himself with a Bunter slightly more restrained than usual.

Bunter was suspected of having removed from Mr. Gueleh's study
a literary article which the Remove master had written. Skinner was
the real culprit,

Just a little irritating was a tendency of some characters to
speak their thoughts aloud, Even a child viewer is usually intelli-
gent enough to be able to see what is going on without the spoken
thought being necessary, Expressions can speak for themselves if the
producer kmows his job,

Still, "Toffee-Hunter Bunter” is excellent entertainment, and it
would be a carping critic who did not award it high marks,

It is sad to recall that John Hall = "Taplow" of the eerly
"ihacko" series — once again played the part of Snoop, and had nothing
to do and nothing to say. What a waste of talent]

BUNTER WON'T 0. Televised September 17th, Within the limits of the
B.B.C's rigid economy, this episode was good. Bunter, sentenced to
expulsion for an act unwittingly performed by Coker, refuses to leave
Greyfriars, .. carefully thought out and contrived little play, well
written, and very amusing, it was spoiled by its poverty-stricken
presentation. Dr., Locke, expelling Bunter with odd little flicks of
his hand, may have been a dream of delight o the kiddies. He was a
nightmare to me,

In a newspaper article, I read recently that Bunter is the most
popular character on Children's Television, He deserves to be, and it
is one up for the gifted author.v Certainly, the poor old B.B.C. can't
take much of the credit.

* ® ¥ 2 %
GEMS OF HAMILTONTANL

"i11ey!" roared the Owl of the Remove. "I keep on telling you
I'm not Bunter. I've never heard of the name before. I'm a Frenchman!"
"Ha, ha, ha!"
"Et je don't want quelque cheek from garcons comne vous!" went
on Buoter, "Cela est too thick! You're fres mauvais! Just remember




acind B 308 oy "
you're not in the Remove passage at Greyfriars now. See? I mean -

"
voyez? Sent in by R. J. Gadsave of Leytonstone.

Bunter did not like paying off old debts, It seemed to him rather
rockless eXtravagenCe.  gong 5y by I, Todd of London, S.R. 15.

e s x = o+ = & = = =

"ind look here, Bunter," said Bob, "it pays to keep streight."

"That doesn't appeal to me," said Bunter, cheerily. "I dare say
that's how you look at it, Cherry, bui I don't care whether it pays or
not. I just go straight because it's my nature."

Sent in by K. F. Kirby of South Africa.

e o » 8 3+ 8 s = s .

(Book souvenirs have been sent $o each of the senders of the above. If
you have a favourite GEM OF HAMILTONIANA, write it on a postcard and
send to the Editor. Your extract may come from eny Hamilton story of
any period, and must be short. If the editor finds it suitable for
publication, you will receive o book award.)

® O ® ¥ #
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL

(In this series Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to
students of the Hamilton papers, He gives his own views superficially.
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions, on the topics he
discusses, he will summarise readers' views in a future issue.)

No, 43, FULL CIRCLE

In our own little private world there are two schools of thought.
One group regards modern literature for youngsters as vastly inferior to
that of pre-war years; the second group ealls this view old-fashioned,
and reminds us that we must move with the times. Both groups could pre-
sent a good case. But they could all talk at once till the cows came
home, and ncbody's views would be changed and nobody would be convinced.

Modernity, naturally, need not mean violence, strong language,
squalor, and semi-nudity, but, say the anti-moderns, it often seems to
do so, A marriage of the present with the best from the past would
seem to be & happy solution, if it could ever be contrived.
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Which, in an obscure way, brings me to the presentation of Rook-
wood in KNOCKOUT. Obscure, because there is, of course, nothing at all
unpleasant in KNOCKOUT, It is a very jolly little paper for youngsters.

From time to time during its successful life (and I regret the
absence of serial mumbers which prevents one from seeing at a glance
how old it is) I have come across KHOCKOUT, and it strikes me as being
more atiractive now than it has ever been. The spirit of Rockwood
helps, of course,

Some months ago a reproduction of the old comic LOT-o-FUN appeared
on the cover of Collectors! Digest, Len Packman gave us a happy little
description of the paper as it was at the time of cur picture - 1913.
The front page of LOT-o-FUN, Len told us, was printed in black, red,
green, blue and yellow; the back page was inred and black. Surely
thatdeseription of LOT-o-TUN could be applied equally eccurately to
KNOCKOUT, In both publications thereare stories and jolly pages of
comic pictures, KNOCKOUT, certainly, has some narratives told in
pictures, the sort of thing that has become all too common since the
var, but, evenyears ago, picture stories were not wnknown. For the
life of me I cannot see any great difference between KNOCKOUT, 1960
and LOT-o-FUN, 1913,

The Rockwood story strikes me as being well presented, and I
believe it is proving popular with readers of all ages, Yet, under the
title of "Rivals of Rookwood", it appeared in THE BOY'S FRIEND in
February 1915, True, the slang hes been modernised, but I doubt whether
this makes the story one whit more attractive to modemn readers. It
tales more than the spriokling of a few "clots" and "twerps" to improve
a Rookwood story, In fact, to me it seems like gilding the 1ily with
rather cheap gilt. In any case, all public schools have their own
slang, without adopting the expressions of the outside world.

Large numbers of our readers are enjoying this experiment and
watching it with keen interest, Rookwood is the most suitable of all
the Hamilicn schools for this type of presentation, and I am glad that a
start has been made from the very beginning of the Rookwood sage,

Those early stories were far from being the best in the splendid
history of Rockwood, Pleasant enough reading, they were run of the mill
school tales which continued for a couple of years or so. It is doubt-
ful whether, when he was writing them, Charles Hamilbon ever thought
that Reokwood might one day be almost as well known and as popular as
St. Jim's an¢ Greyfriars,

A new generation is enjoying the early adventures of Jimmy Silver.
Starting from scratch, as it were, he will succeed or fail on the merits
of the Rookwood stories, If the experiment is a success, and the
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stories continue, how will a new generation receive the far superior
stories of Rookwood which are waiting in sbundance? It depends a good
deal on how they are presented. We've seen a good beginning, at any

rate,
It's just my point of view. What's yours?

* # *

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES

No, L1, ME HAVE MEN ABOUT ME THAT ARE FAT

ROGER JENKIMS, I think you do poor old Tubby Muffin an injustice vhen you dismiss him

s0 surmarily as somecne who "had his own slight individuality." It is srue that his per-
sonality did not, perhaps, hit the reader In the face like that of Bunter or Trimble,

but after reading a few Rookwood stories I gatto reel that 1 knew Tubby Muffin as well as
[ knew Fatty Wynn, and would certainly far rather have been at school with Muffin than I
would with Bunter or Trimble. He was much more attractive then Bunter, though not so well
dravm, He hed some bad points, it is true, but he was always cheerful, generally well-
meaning, and never the thundering nuisance that his fat counterparts were. 1 believe |
am pight in saying that the last focokwood story In the Boy's Friend featured Tubby Huffin
as did the last series in that paper - and I have yet to meet anyone who did not have a
soft spot for the preposterous story of his cousin's floating boarding-hcuse (whieh was
later ccpied, not so well, for Bunter in the Magnet,)

FRANK UNWIN. 1 think you are a 1ittle hard on Bagey Trirble, He {s certainly a pain

n the neck compared with the immortal Biily, but, as a boy, I thoroughly enjoyed reading
about him, As a man, 1 reallse what a ghestly young bounder he was, but that realisation
cones so easily now. I doubt whether, as boys, we regarded By EY as "sly and loathesome® _
he was just entertaining, Therefore, on this point slone, your suggestion that his ere=
atfon ®as not a wise pollcy Is wrong.

DON WEBSTER. I am In entire agreepent with yaur remarks concerming the far boys in the
Taniiton periodicals, You seem to have covered the ground completely in this aspect,

Whilst Baggy Trimble, In my hurble opinifon, possessed no redeeming features, Billy
Bunter has a few ~ occasionally he has done o good turn or c¢:nsed to think of "grub® or
of himself, He is as obtuse as Trirble was maliclous.

Tubby Muffin, to me, was celourless - and a similar description could be applied to
Tuckey Toodles of the Benbow school. Fatty Wynn seemed an emezing athlete for his bulk,
but food seemed to occupy his thoughts chiefly - maybe to create some huwour for younger

readers,
* % % *

THE VICTORIA PALACE SHOW

It 15 now know that Cerald Campion will not be playing Billy Bunter In the stage
show at the Victeria Palace this Christmss, Inevitably, this news has been received with
some dismay, For a mmber of years now, Mr, Campion hes been the perfect Bunter, Some-
how he achieved the impossible, for there was a time when we all felt that Bunter, of all
characters, was far too much larger-than-1ife for successful pertrayal by any actor. Yet
Mr, Carplon is Bunter as we have always imagined him, end he has been, perhaps, the only
Greyfriars character who has been portrayed In a manner that is cdmpletely convineing to
those who know Creyfriars so well,
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We understand from City Stage Producticns that this year the part of Bunter will

be played by Kefther Banks, a young but very experienced cheracter actor. It will be an
exceptionally difficult and responsible task for the new Bunter, It is up to us to glve
him all the support = both maral and practical - that we can.

The success of the presentatlion at the Vic, will depend lergely mn the producer.
The show has one of Britain's leading produers - Ellen Pollock, the celebrated dramatic
actress, who has produced a great many famous Successes, We hope that she knows her
Creyfriars,

In the next Issue of the Digest we hope to give particulars of the party which the
Club will be arranging, and we trust that it may be even larger than last year's, This
year the season only lasts a fortnight, so big crowds are expected at the Vic. during that
short time, and It will be necessary to book early,

Teplay s to be neamed "Billy Bunter's Swiss Roll," and this year Bllly goes abroad
again, this time to Bwitzerland. Fuller perticulars will be given next month,

WANTED:

THB 313, 315, 316, 9, 320, 321, 32, 328, 331, 32, 333, 338, 339, 340, 356, 358,
359, U51, U0, 1632 T3 535, TI3s 935, 953, 95lss 956, 579, 960, %L, 585, 1116, 1126, 1129,
1133, MAGNETS: U5, 52, 134, 136. tSB. 141, 195, 205, 238, 277, 318, 319, 325, 3u4, 345,
26, 301, 353, 357, 3%, 6. 0. o, Lo, i1 e g, Tio, 752, T 69, Bk, Bl
50, 063, 263, obs, 0, S, 200n o1, %2l 925, oL, 9l Si3, s SU, Sy
S0 0% 2, %7, B, e PoRULARS: 390, Set o0 R e U U DI .
Scores of Magnets, Gems, etc., for exchﬂnse = gr your price paid for good melerlal.

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, CROVE ROAD, SURBITON, BURREY,

WANTED: MAGNETS below 1220, Good conditicn. Good price paid for issues required.
D. NEILL, 258, HORNCHURCH ROAD, HORNCHURCH, ESSEX.

FOR EXCHANGE: the following cholce ltems, for the rost part in nice condition - Magnet
series corplete, Cravanning, Bunter Runaway, Congo (1922), Bmithy vs Redwing, Bahara,
Bunter Bunked (1924), Nos. 64O Bunter the Barkrupt, 682 Thin Bunter, 689 Deaf Bunter,
723 Xnas 1921, 776 Xmas 1922, 811, 85k, 855, 873, 879 Trcuble In the Co,, 880 Harry
Wharton's Xmas, 881 Friends or Foes and s.O.Ls 264 and conplete Courtfield Cracksman,
Bunter Court and South Seas series, ANTED: Magnet 1194 and Gems in reasonable
condition = 136, L39, U5, 469, LM, 182 509, 5.9, 676, 680, 689, 695, 716, T17, 123,
TH, T35, T, 1357s 138, 159, 7s 719, 159 76 (complete sertes), 765, 768/ 772 (complete
serles), 797, 805, 827, 831, 935, 1035 and 8.0.Ls (258 and 260), 168. 176.

CHARLES VAN RENEN, BOX 50, UITENHAGE, SCUTH AFRICA, WRITE AIRMAIL.

FOR DISPOSAL: *Cirls Crystals® 19457, "Champions® 194L=55, "Hodern Boys®  "Wonders®
B.O.P's (loose Issues) "Boys Mags." ALDINES: Boxing, Football, Dixom Brett, Buffalo
Bi11 Novels (1930's), "Gems" “Magnets® (1910-19) (1930-39). Aldine Annuals: "Buffalo
Bi11* "Adventure" stories ete (1930s) *Chompion Annuals® all periods, "gkipper®
"Triurph Annuals” 1940. Bound vols. "Young Britain,” contains Nos. 1 to 126 consecutive
issues, 8.A.E, Detalls -

J, SHAN, 3 FIFTH AVENUE, PAD. W.10.

FOR_SALE: 118 different mopies of "The Schoclgirl® (all with C1iff House storles) ranging
‘between Nos, 303 - 492 (1935 - 38), and Including Xmas Mos, Excellent condition, 1/- each,
plus pcstage. Also 6 coples of "Schoolgirls' Weekly® (1938) = all at 1/= each, BSeven
1938 *Girls! Crystals" - 6d. each, 1956 C.D, Annual - 1G/-. Or would exchange any of the
above for "Magnets,"

BRIAIN DOYLE, FLAT 1, 122, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W.1.
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Sexton Blake Today

THE LATEST (SEPTEMBER) NOVELS IN SEXTON
LIBRARY ARE REVI 0 _BY WALTER WEBB

HARTIN THOMAS

DITE WITH DANGER. (40, L59)

In days of old Beulah de Courcy would have been ecnlled 2 vamp. Men of a not quite
so early generation would have labelled her a gold-digger, The mele animal, contributing
as he did, so materfally to Eculah's zest for 1ife, it was, perhaps, only natural that
she should have no qualms In kiring herselfl cut as a hostess, or contact girl, to a
British company exporting atomle power stations, who were angling for the signature of
a Brazilian industrialist, in competition with an American group after the same contract.
Buulah expected easy plckings; but it was Beulch vho was picked up - by the police on
suspicion of murder,

To her saviour and benefactor, Sexton Blzke, she would have proved her gratitude
in a way which would have scandalized her ccusin, Paula, [t Is Blake's misfortune that
he is attractive to most women, though just what it was abcut hin that impressed Beulzh
particularly might be due to one of two things, or a combination of both. His physical
stature, inaybe, or his financial status,

Narration, both unforced and unhurried, Is excellent, but does not camouflage en-
tirely the fragility of the plot,

Rating........coeinnn OO

ME _DIED LAUGHING Ho 0.

It's all the fun = and muder] - of the falir far Tirker and Merion Lang, when, in
response to an ‘appeal by a fairground shomman to investigate sabotage, which 1s persis=
tensly taking place at his amusement park, known &s Dreamland, they arrive at the little
tomn of Bargate as deputles for Sexton Blake,

The murder of a man on the Ghest Train sets Tinker off to 2 grim start, with Marion
1ittle more than a rather timld spectator, clinging to his slecve, yet not found wanting
when the occasion arrives, It's a job Tinker has te tackle practically single-handed, far
Inspector Fawcett, of the local police, exhibits a decided reluctance to enforce the
rigowrs of the law against a hoodlum named "Rocky® Flint, cnd his followers, who Intro-
duce thelr own particular brand of hooliganism amongst the pleasure-seekers, It is left
to Blake, making a belated appearance, to give F1int a taste of his own medicine, but
it's Tinker vho winds up the case, proving yet again, in the process, what an able, if
less skilful, sccond-in-command he is,

No "world-shaker® this, but o consclentiously and well-written novel, albeft,

Rating SRS, () fir -« Y
CEIERAL COMENTARY
MAL : This Interesting section of the S.B.L. volure Is made even more so this month

y virtue of a letter in fts colums written by Mr, G, R. Saways, who was actively en-
gaged on the MAGNET meny years ago. Hentlon of that paper, and clso of the GREYFRIARS
HERALD, sent one's mind rotating back instantly into the mists of the past, and some of
the names Mr, Samways recalled in association with Sexton Blake will certainly be re=
collected by older followers of the character. OCne will readily belleve that a full-
length book would be necessary to cover adequately the ups and downs of the §,B,L, during
its 45 years of publication,
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Hore pralse for Arthur Maclean's story, "Mission to Mexico®, published last
February, this time from Pakistan. It seems to Indicate that another story of George
Marsden Plummer would be a popular move,
COVERS: Carosellj contributes what will quite 1ikely be considered his best drawing
to date, in Volume No, 460, A plcture by a new artist, Camps, adorns No, 459, and

quite well done, too. Photographs on the Inside front cover of both issues add to the
attractiveness of each,

DON'T FORGET

T0C ORDER YOUR

COLLECTORS  DIGEST ANNUAL
1960

THE MOST WONDERFUL ANNUAL IN THE WORLD

# % O F ¥ F O ¥ ¥ OE O® ¥ R OF OF O ¥ ¥ ¥ X X ¥ ¥

BEGINNER COLLECTCR wants pre=1930 Unipn Jacks, Muggets, Rockets, Triumps, Boys
Mogazines, Realms, Friends, Heralds, Leaders, Bport and Adventures, Footbail Favourites.
Give dtalls, prices wented,

JOHN KING, 7 WHITE HART LANE, LONDON, N.22.

WNTED: Sexton Blake Library 1st serles 1, 2, i, 5, 7, 9 11, 1h, 15, 19, 21, 22, 23,
s 255 264 27, 29, 30, Union Jacks before 1916, Detective Weeklles 1938 only con-

taining Blake stories, Fair condition, State price,

S, G. SBWAN, 51 Beatty Avenue, Victorfa Park East, Western Australia,

THIS MONTH'S COVER

It is a pleasure this month to welcome back to the Digest cover
our own gifted artist, Robert Whiter,

Our 1ittle world, interested in old boy's books, includes people

in all walks of 1life, linked together by their common hobbles, Bob
shows this cleverly in his striking cover picture,

*
****:*i*l-




%elsom Lee Coluwn

(Conducted by JACK WOOD Stockton Lane, York,)

I have the difficult task this month of trying to fit a quart into
2 pint pot, so obviously the less from me the better. However, many
thanks to ¢ld and new contributors whose work will in due course appear,

FIVE STARRED SINGLES OF THE "NELSON LES LIBRARY"
No. 5, "THE COMPACT OF THREE"
By C. H. CHURCEILL

On October 20th, 1917, a detective story appeared in the Nelson
Lee Library entitled "The Compact of Three," It had a most unusual in-
troduction as I think you will agree,

The story opened with Neleon Lee and Nipper at tea in the Wayfarers®
Club, Piccadilly., A gentleman epproached their table and, apoleogising
for the intrusion, introduced himself as Oxenham Browne. He said that
knowing Lee was always interested in queer mysteries, he might like to
hear of a very odd occurrence which had happened to him.

Being encouraged by Lee to continue, he said he had received by
post that afternoon a bulky parcel, and on opening it, had been startled
to find that it contained a human skull with a curious mark on the fore-
head. As there was no indication of the sender he hnd locked it away and
come to town to confide in a friend of his, As this friend proved to be
away he had dropped into the Wayfarers for tea, spotted Lee whom he lmew
by sight and approached on the spur of the moment.

Lee and Nipper agreed to accompeny Mr. Browne to his house at
Streatham and examine the gruesome relic, This proved, as Mr, Browne
had said to be a human skull minus the lower jaw and with some gold
stoppings in the upper jaw highly polished. On the forehead was a large
crack and Nelson Lee remarked that obviously the man had been murdered
by a severe blow or had met with a fatal accident. Nipper, meanwhile,
was examining the label and discovered that the parcel was actually
addressed to a Mr. Brown, 3! Stonham Place and not Mr. Oxenham Browne,
whose address was No. 81 in the same street,

This, of course, made Mr., Browne very embarrassed and he apologised
for bringing them on a fool's errand, owing to a postman's mistake in
delivering the parcel to the wrong house, Lee suggested that they take
the parcel to No. 31 and apologise for opening it in error,

The party went %o No, 31, and Mr, Charles Brown proved to be a very




cnpin: T B s
different type to his namesake, being rather fleshy, red-faced and
dressed in an ostentatious manner, He thanked them brusquely, but when
Lee remarked that the parcel contained a skull, he tock it out and ap-
peared completely bewildered. However, on spotting the gold filings,
he suddenly changed face. and a look of fear came in his eyes, With a
tremendous effort he regained control of himself and managed to usher
the three from his house with no explanation.

Nelson Lee was thoughtful about the matter, but what could they
do? Browmhad obviously been scared at the sight of the skull, but as
no explanation had been offered the affair would have to be dropped,

Mr, Oxenham Browne entertained Lee and Nipper to dinner, so they
all cast the matter from their minds during a very enjoyable evening,

Early next morning Mr. Browne called on them with the news that
during the night Charles Brown had been found poisoned and was in bed
unconscious, Surprised at this, Lee decided to call around and en-
deavour to help the police in their enquiries, After being curtly
received by the inspector in charge, he interviewed the doctor who had
been called in, and who told him the details. Apparently Browhad bean
found by his servants just before midnight, on the floor of the library.
The doctor had been swmoned and he found Brown unconscious, As a
phial containing a deadly drug lay nearby he had called the police, He
said that they considered Brown was suffering from a seizure abd he was
inclined to agree because the drug was s¢ potemt that if Brown had
taken any he would have died almost at once, A1l the same, he doubted
if he would recover. Lee then interviewed Jemkin, the manservant of the
house, and elicited the fact that nobody had called at the house the
previous evening. Examining the library he found marks at the window
suggesting that someone had entered the room that way. Going into the
garden he found some odd footprints and formed the conclusion that they
had been made by a man either with a limp or an artificiel left leg.
Lee ard Nipper then departed, and succeeded in finding a taxi driver
who had picked up a mm with a false leg the night before and had
driven him to Croydon, He took them to the spot where the man bad a-
lighted, and just then, to their amazement, a mon with an artificial
left leg crossed the road. MAs he mnswered the taxi driver's descrip-
tion they followed him to a house which he entered, They went in after
him and fownd him in his room, When challenged, he threw a heavy vol-
ume at Lee and fled, Being hendicapped by his false leg, he was soon
overtaken by Lee who succeeded in persuading him to return to the house.

‘When H-ines, as he was called, had cooled down somewhat, Lee told
hinm he knew he was in Brown's Library the previous evening and that he
was responsible for Brown's present dying condition, Haines replied
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by stating that Brown was a murderer and one of the blackest scoundrels
alive, Lee, intrigued by this, encouraged laines to tell all, and this
was his story -

Five years earlier, he, Brown and another men named Kenmore had gone in search of
a rulned Inca temple in Peru reputed to contain a fortune in gems which, 1f found, they
had corpacted to share equally, When near the target, Haines had an accident - a bad
fall = with the reault that his left leg was smashed. He was glven shelter by local
Indians who saved his 1ife by cutting off his leg, As ke would be laid up for some time,
Brown and Kenmore continued on thelr way, promising to return. Four weeks later Brown
reappeared, alond, worn out and in tatters, with the news that Kenmore had been killed
in a fight with Indians. Brown had escaped but lost his bearings and roved the forest
for days, In the end he had sturbled on the ruined tenple but no treasure was there,
and so he had returned to Haines,

Later that day, Brown offered Haines a drink, but unnoticed by Bromn, a small
Indian child rushed past Haines and upset the drink when he had only taken a sip, As
his throat commenced to burn he rexlised It wes poisoned. When challenged, Brown ad-
mipted it and sald the treasure was now nll his, Haines then became unconscious. Being
weakened by losing his leg, the sip of peison tock full toll and It was months before he
could move,

In the meantime, Brown disoppeared and Faines realised that the whole story was
false and that Brown had foaund the treasure, When he cculd get about he succeeded In
reaching the temple and found, to his hoerror, a skeleton lying in the ruins, The cracked
sknll proved that Kenmore had been clubbed and as his Indlan friends assured him there
were no hostile tribes aryvhere nezr, he knew Brown was responsidle, He buried the
skeleton, minus the skull, shich he toock away, thinking it might provide proof; he was
determined to find Brown and confront him with this grisly evidence, He knew Brown would
recognise the skull because of the gold teeth f1llings.

He sueceeded in reaching England, getting a false lep fitted and comrenced his
search, Largely by luck he located Bromn and sent him the skull as a frightener, He
followed 1t up by going to the house and bursting into Brewn's library through the window.

Recognising him, Brown became nearly Insane with fright end throwing down a phlal
he was fingering, suddenly collapsed on the floor. Haines swore he never touched him,
but immediately left the rcom by the window and returned home,

His story was so convincing that Nelson Lee believed every detail.
The three decided to go to Brown's house to see what was happening., On
arrival they were greeted with the news that Brown was dead. The doctor
informed them, however, thathe hod recovered consciousness shortly be-
fore and had succeeded in meldng a will leaving half of his fortune to
Haines and half to Kenmore's widew. Thus, before leaving this world,
Brown had made the only amends possible.

The police didn't take any further action as the doctor considered
Brown had actually died of heart frilure after a seizure brought on by
fright,

Quite an interesting little story, but what an uvnusual opening -
a skull sent by parcel post!

* % ® * ¥
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB

AR

Heeting held ust 30th .

Holidays and business comritments kept the attendance down to ten - Norman Gregory,
Tom and Beryl Porter, Ted Davey, George Chatham, John Tomlinscn, Mrs, Brown, Winnie
Partridge, Jack Bellfield and mysclf, A quiz set by Beryl - twelve questlons, Hamilton
and Bt, Frank's - was wcn by myself with ten right, It appears that Tom Porter had such
a good time on his Desert Isle thet he contemplates a return visit, and he gave us his
eight selections for reading in his spare time., These were: 1, Monster Library No. 2
"The Black Sheep of the Remove"; 2, B.F.L. No, 383 "After Lights Oyt"; 3. Gem Xmas
Double No, *The Mystery of the Palnted Roonf; k. 5.0.L. No, 138 "The Ghost of the
Priory®; 5. B.C.L. No. 28 "Jimy Silver's Christms Party"; 6. C,D, Annual 1959,
chosen specially for "4 Game with Time"; 7. Monster Library No. 5 "The Bullies of 8t,
Frank's; 6. i volume of Magnets Nos. 954 - 981, containing Bob Cherry, Swot and Harry
Wharton and Co. in India, among other fine serles.

There was a lively debate following a talk by myself when I compared Talbot Baines
Read's *Fifth Form at St, Dominic's" with school stories by Charles Hamilton, particu-
larly drawing attention to the cads of these schools and the limlt of wrongdoing. While
I thought that the type of rule-bresking at St. Dominic's was feasible, that as exempli=
fied by Loder, Carne, Knox, Carthew ard Co, was a trifle far—fetched, and that the
villainy of Ponsonby, Anpel, Racke, and others was past the 1imit of credulity. In any
case, no inspiration to the youthful public for which they were written,

This view was not very popular, but It provided an interesting discussion. The
usual reading wound up a pleasant night's programe,

HARRY BROSTER - Becretary.

Oth September at e Park

Tonight we had the final Instalment of "The Boy Without 2 Name®, As Geoff Wilde
started this story at the May meeting, it seemed fdeal that he should also give us the
conelusion, And right well he did {t too, What we want for next year is the sequel,
"Rivals and Chums,®

We heard again from Herbert's son and Raymond 1s now an honorary member of the
Northern Section,

The Creyfriars Cup Competition was dlscussed and next month we hope to have all
the yarns read cut and voted upon, for their inclusion in *The New Popular®,

After the refreshments and the usual natter we had a "ecde of number® game on
Creyfriars and St, Jin's characters by Gerry Allison. It was Gerry's turn as he won
last month's quiz and not Roger as I reported, My maths bust have been at fault when
totalling up the paoints, so may I offer my apologles to all ooncerned, Geoff Wilde was
the winner this time and the last sentence In the August report can take 1ts correct
place here, with the inclusion of "a® after "scemed,”

R. HODGSON - Hon. Secretary

YERSEYSIDE

Meeting held 18th September.

Most of the "regulars® returned for the meeting of the Round Table, and it was a




great pleasure to greet a newcomer In Mr. John Ferrell frem Wigen, who apparently knows
his 8t, Jin's and Greyfriars. Frank Unwin was (uiz-mester for the night, and his first
"adjectives® quiz, describing Mr, Quelch, was wen by Don Webster, whilst the second one
after the Interval showed that Fronk Case was well up In classical standard,

During the evening, two of the entries fcr the Cup Competiticn were read, and well
recelved, The next meeting will be on Sunday, October 16th, comrencing at § pem, prompt
for we hope to have a photograph taken and to velcome n distinguished visitor,

N. PRAGHELL = Secretary.,
LONDON

After the "hola" a good gathering assembled, cn September 18th, at the Neasden res-
idence of Bob Blythe, vhere once again we had the experience of inspecting the complete
collection of Nelson Lees, Bobb gave us a reading from one of these, "The Doomed School-
boy," cne of the Walter Church series, This was very well recefved by all present.

There was a long discussion on the Greyfriars Cup Contest, end with the donor of
the trophy, Les Rowley, present, home on a short leave from Germany, this proved very
nteresting, Les was in good form as he shared third place in Eric Fayne's "Reading®
competition, with Beb Whiter, L, Spicer and Epse Lawrence, the joint winners being John
Addison and Roger Jenkins. Once agaln Eric had provided prizes, to "add to the fun*, and
entertained In the usual happy way in the distributicn of some,

"Bygone Days of Boys! Papers® by C. R, Bamways, resd by Len Packmon, plus a short
Cricket Quiz added to an extremely jolly programme. October 16th at Woocd Green, host
Bob Whiter, 1s the date and venue of the next meeting, Kindly let the host know 1f

grtarding, UNCLE BENJAMIN

Yours Sincerely

(INTERESTING 1TEMS FROM THE EDITCR'S LETTER-BAG)

JOHN _STOKES (Dublin). I am very happy about the Rookwood stery In Knockout. [t is all
New o me, The Magnet and Cem had ceased publications lcng before 1 began to take an
interest in this vonderful and exciting world of ours, but T did menage to find a few
very dusty old coples of both papers In the seaside village where I then lived. There
were eleven coples, and the kind old lady who owned the shop let re have the lot for
threepence. Later, cne of my chum's dad loaned me some bound copies of the Hagnet end
Gen, and T became a Cherles Hamilton fan for 1ife,

TANLEY NICI {Australia), As a Talbot Raines Reed enthusinst, I was particularly
pleased with Eﬁrew Langman's article in the June Issue of the Digest,
(Canada), It was a sorry day when the Magnet was so corpletely eut off, but
aring you and becoming acquainted with the Digest, knowing there are other people
in the world as interested in these old stories as I am, has turned back the pages of
tim and brought new 1ife to this dull old world of T,V. Keep up the good work, for I am

looking forward to many interesting issues of the Digest, Hoping I have not taken up too
much time of your busy day. continued,.
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(No, Mr, Merrills, letters from rcaders form the happlest part of ty busy day. The mo:
the merrier, Please write again soon, - ED,)

$;FF‘ BITH (Bt. Annes), I would like to see more "Cems of Hamiltcnlana® each month,
s It possible?

{We 1ike to meet readers' wishes when we can, C1iff. The spirit is willing but the
space 1g weak, Rely on us to do our best, = ED.) .
FRANK CASE (Liverpocl), The Digest seems to Improve with every issue, and each and
every wrd 1s read with great enjoyment, even down to the smallest "ad®, MWish it came
out weekly - but then [ haven't got the task of producing it!,

@ ROWLEY (Germany), I'd lke To pay tribute to the fact that the Annual articles by
ger Jenking have saved me untold £ s, d. vhen I have mede oy purchases. I would not
wish to spend a penny on the substitute writers or on a particularly dud series, In
this sense old Roger's articles have been just the very thing,

BON_HODGSON (Wskefleld). Thenks for the tip sbout Rookmcod in KNOCKOUT. They compare
quite well with 8,0.L.119, "Jimy Joins Up" which I borrowed from the Litrary. The
slang is a bit jarring at times, but no deubt 1t fs how the present day youngsters unde
stand {t, Hope the story goes down well, when we may get a continuation of Rookwood an
a chance of St, Jin's and Greyfriars. One can always hope. The C.D. improves each
month, with the {llustrations ete., and I'm looking forward eagerly to the Annual,

JACK COCK (Berwell), Isn't the production of Bunter on T.V, amatewrish? The cartoons
especially are annoying=—and surely there are more boys in the Remove than the six or
seven we see, Crowd scenes in the quad would be welcome, Up t111 now there ts no sign
of Fish, Hazel, Redwing, Wun Lung, and the other oharacters who made the tales so popu-
lar, One gets tired of seeing Bunter, Famous Five, Bmithy and Coker ONLY, and occasion-
ally Lord Mauleverer, 8o far as I'm concerned Mr, Quelch has never yet been portrayed -
not properly. Couldn't the B,B,C. carry things further with 8t. Jim's and Rookwood?

A series on each school would be Interesting.

kg‘tmz SUTTON (Orpington). I think one of the repsons why Gussy was no lovable wes tha
e eould meke one rear with laughter in one story and nipe away a tear at some noble
action in another.

HAROLD LACK (Northzmpton), 1 must congratulate you on the high stendard of the Digest -
know that Herbert would have approved, I lcok forward to receiving the Annual,

A, M, DAVIDSON (Muchalls). My sole collection Is a bound volume of Jack, 8am and Pete
1909 = 1910). It includes one Pluck containing a J, 8, & P, tale and a yarn called
"Panle” = not about the ecomrades, but a sea mystery by someone "Hawk® - 2 non=de-plume,

ANLEY KNIGHT (Cheltenhan), Each month the Digest seems to surpass all predecesscrs,

enjoyed the August cover featuring Lee, I haven't actually seen that copy, but have
the 8.0.L. reprint, I felt sure that Bob Blythe was too familiar to misname Jerry as
Terry, BSome of the Aussie cobbers must have wriggled at such an un-Australian name, I
nag delighted to learn that Rookwood was befng reprinted in Enockout, Itve alvays en=
Joyed what few of that school that I have come across. I soon put on my metzpharical
kniekerbockers and Eton jacket and collar, and tripped along to the nearest newsagent
to ask plafntively for the Knockout, I notfce that a Dick Turpin serial is running in
the same paper, I wonder {f this, too, is a reprint.
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MAURICE XUTMER (Clapton). The Digest lmproves with each muber. 1 have mentioned before
m for it is 1ike a drop in the ocean when compared with some prises asked
for old boy's books, HMany thanks for printing Herbert Leckenby's "Memcries®, This ia
real old boys' papers stuff by a real lover end enthusiast, ond [ am looking forward ©
meh more of it, I suppese you couldn't see your way cleer to subkitle this serles
wEscape from Bunter®?

oDDS AND ENDS
By Gerry Allison

POOR OLD BINTER

Childrents reading and eating ere the subjects of erticles in the Beptember 1zsue of
Family Dootor®, Dr, Eric J. Trimmer, in an article on overweight children, states that
nearly threequarters of all the fat children have a fat father or a fat mother or both.

He goes on: "Children who are unpopular or unhappy at school for any reason try to com=
pensate by over-eating, Billy Bunter is the classic example.®

SPLIT INFINITIVE

sThe English-speaking world may be divided into (1) those who neither know nor care
vhat a split infinitive is; (2) those vho do not know, but care very much; (3) those
who know and condemn; (L) those who know and approve; (5?7 those who know and distinguish®
8o says H. W, Fowler In "Modern English Usage."

Be that as it may, I got an unpleasant Gualm when I read; "It was no light erime to
calmly ignore attendance in extra lessons" in "Handforth!s Bed Day®. N.L. Library, New
series, No, 2, (Bee Chapter 9,) I do not want to start another quarrel, but can anyoné
quote on a similar example from the writings of Charles Hamilton?

*
*II‘*{II**

TELEVISION CRITIQUE
BUNTER'S PARTY

This, the concluding play of the latest T.V. series, was tele-
vised on Saturday, September 24th., A potted version of one of the post-
wor Bunter books, the plot wns just o trifle too involved for compressim
into 25 minutes, As on hour's entertainment, it would have provided
excellent material, However, a small party watching it with this eritic
found it entirely to their liking, and laughed continuously, so it can
be regarded as o good winding-up item for the present series.

* * * ® ¥
WATCH FOR THE COLLECTORS' DIGEST great CHRISTMAS NUMBER!

Duplicated by York Duplicating Bervices, 12a The Shambles, York.



