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NOT N0 SEXTON BLAKE
ANNUAL? Who said there
isn't going to be a Sexton
Blake Anmual this year?
Don't you believe it! Per-
haps not in the style of
those attractive volumes
which appeared before the
war - and for the life of

us we cannot see why there
EDITORIAL ghould not be a great com—

= l . . ﬂ I mercial success in this
¢ f - u: ]! day snd age, though that is
) TE. beside the point.

arismancon  voawwr cotemr  uaws moas
fherss Gl

But every year, a
section of Collectors!
Digest Annual is devoted to
Sexton Blake, under the capable management of the Sexton Blake Circle.
This year, the section is something quite exceptional, thanks to the
hard work and devotion of Leonard Packman and his band of enthusiastic
writers, Itwill, in fact, be a Sexton Blake Anmual all on its own,
packed from its first thrilling page to its last, with articles on
the modern Blake, fascinating delving into Elake's incomparable
history, statistical items, and even a delightful story introducing
Tinker and Paula, We won't spoil it for you by telling you any more.
But Blake lovers have a treat in store, We can promise you that,
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OUR ANNUAL, We have & warm tingling in our hearts which tells us
that you are going to be delighted with COLIECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for
1960, It was said of old that it is impossible to please everybody,
and that only an ass would try, If so, we at the Digest office must
be asses - for we have tried to please everybody - to include such a
variety of material that there just MUST be something to suit every
taste, The bill of fare includes articles, stories, verse, stat™ %ics -
sentiment, satire, even sensations--pictures, new and old, Ve turn
the spotlight on Hamiltoniana, Nelson Lee, the Henderson Publications,
the Champion Group, Comic Papers, and, of course, Sexton Blake, modern
nnd historical.

Just cast an eye over the lint, in alphabetical order, of the
contributors to the 1960 ANNUAL:- Derek ADIEY, Gerald ALLISON, Eerry
BROSTER, Ernie CARTER, C. H. CEAPMAN, Victor COLBY, Eric FAYNE, Reuben
GODSAVE, Frank HANCOCK, Tom HOPPERTON, Peter HA.GER, W. O, G, LOFTS,
Otto MAURER, Michael MOORCOCK, Arthur MOYSE, Leonard PACKMAN, Bette
PATE, Leslie ROWIEY, George SELLARS, F, Addington SYMONDS, Martin
THOMAS, Walter WEBB, Donald WEBSTER, Robert WHITER,

If that giant list doesn't mke your mouth water, then nothing
will,

A finel word of warning, We can GUARANTEE a copy of the ANNUAL
to those who order by November 15th, We cannot print MANY extra
coples to meet the possible demands of those who delay after that date.
Don't be disappointed by failing to secure a copy of THE GREATEST
ANNUAL IN THE WORID,

OUR_CHRISTMAS NUMBER. Next month, December, we shall bring you the
Christmas Mumber of COLIECTORS' DIGEST. It will contain meny special
items with a yuletide flavour, incluling a feature entitled CHRIST-
MASES at WHARTON LOIGE. The cover, too, is something which, we think,
is sure to give you all the Merry Clristmes feeling - plus a nostalgic
sigh,

GREAT NEW SERIES, In January, a great new photographic series will
commence in COLLECTORS' DIGEST. Entitled "HOW THEY BEGAN", the new
series will present every month the covers of the FIRST ISSUES, the
Number Ones, of many of your favourite papers of the halcyon days.

THE EDITOR

* % * * ¥
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THIS MONTH'S COVER

Oply the best is considered good enough for tie cover picture of
COLIECTORS' DIGEST, For this reason we congratulate a young artist who
hes reached our cover this month, He is a KEITH GODSAVE, who, at 15%
years of ege, is almost certainly the youngest artist ever to have "made"
the Digest cover page.

We imvited Keith's UNCIE REUBEN to comment on "Nipper's Magazine"
which is the subject of our picture, Here is what Reuben says:-

*Nipper's Magazine was a lively 8 paged supplement incorporated in
the Nelson Lee Library when the price was Increased te 2d in 1921,

Various articles were contributed by members of the Remove, Including
"The Problems of Trackett Grim" by Edward Oswald Handforth, which was a
fairly regular feature. One page was devoted to Schoolboy Howlers, some
of which were extremely funny.

A humdrous serles called "Peck!s Bad Boy" accounted for about two
pages,

1t was due to the skill of the well-known artist E. E. Briscoe that
a 1iving picture of St, Frank's College was reproduced on the cover-pages
of Nipperts Hagazine, His sketches were really brilllant, and later In
1922 his sketches of "Our Public Schools" were printed at the back of the
Nelson Lee,
Nipper's Magazine was gradually reduced in size, and finally faded
n

away .
¥ Ok OF X X X X X X

VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
By Rey Hopkins

A voyage of discovery sounds exciting, and not a little romantic.
My own voysge, in fact, only carried me to the local library, but I am
sure that my discoveries trought me just as much pleasure as if I had
been seeking for treaswre in colourful, trepic lands,

In BOOKS AND BOOKMEN, I came across an article entitled "The
Modern Story" by E. W. Hildick, the author of the "Jim Starling"
series, The writer tells how he tackles the special difficulties of
writing stories set in modern day schoels - difficulties which are
not present in the traditional boarding school story. Here are three
quotes from the text:-

1, "In the monastic remoteness of some moorland Greyfriars, isn't it

only too posaible for a runaway convict to pose as the new sports=
master, whom he holds captive In a cave In a deserted guarry?"

2, "1 had no wish to create a new type of school stery, to turn the
Chums of the Remove into the Mates of 3B, as it were."
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3, "Cne wonders how long it will be before some modern Frank Richards
comes along and begins to exploit it, ("IT" being the "Catalyptic
vitality of the secondary modem school background,

In the same magazine there is another erticle entitled READING
AS A HABIT, Here are some excerpts from it:=
1« "One thing that does strike pe after examining the bookstalls for their
current juvenile publications, 1s how very lucky we were who were born
before the First World War," The writer, Austin Lee, then goes on to
mention CHIPS, COMIC CUTS, MERRY & BRIGHT, LOT O' FUN, THE JESTER and
RAINBOW.

2, *PUCK I always liked best of the two as there was a faint Improving
streak in the RAINBOW to which I was allerglc, just as I was to the
uplift of the BOY'S OWN PAPER, From the very first [ preferred THE
CAPTAIN, a magnificent paper, and CHIMS,"

3, "] graduated quickly to the MACNET, CEM and PENNY POPULAR, and 2
weekly whose name 1 forget which specialised in ho ~or, It had
wonderful end macabre illustrations of =n Edgar Allen Poe type on
the cover I remember as blue,"

L. "Costing threepence were the BOY'S FRIEND LIRRARY, the SEXTON BLAKE
LIBRARY, and the NELSON LEE LIBRARY., My favourite stories were those
sbout Ferrers Lord, the Onassis ¢f the period, and his chums with
whota he travelled round the world In his luxury yacht (sometimes a
dirigible), They Included nn Eskimo called Gan Woga who had a pre-
dllection for condles as a sweetmeat,"

The author then goes on to discuse the hard cover books he read
as & child, He believes the great thing is to develop the habit of
reading in children, and says that "comics and children's pepers and
blood-and-thunders never did us any harm, and, in fact, were a necessary
first stepping-stone."

* ¥ X ¥ K X * X %
ODDS & ENDS
by Gerry Allison
A letter from hospital
Dear Friends,

A week ago, on October 1st, I had an attack of coronary throm-
bosis, but so far have luckily managed to survive, I have now been in
hospital one week and it will be & few weeks btefore I get home again,

The Editor has kindly permitted me space to inform my friends of

this occurrence.
Firstly, I would like to thank all those who have already written
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to me wishing me well., As I cannot write letters, perhaps they will
accept this graceful acknowledgement.

Also I wish to apologise to the postal members of the Northem
Section for an inevitable delay in their next packets of Megnets, lees
or Gems,

I am hoping to be home perhaps by the end of October, and then
with the help of my wife, who like all OBBC wives is a Gem and a
Marvel, will clear off the arrears as quickly as possible.

My greatest regret is in having to miss the London meeting on
Sunday next, October 16th, for which rooms for my wife, sister emnd
myself had.been booked months ago. I shall, alas, also be absent
from the Northem Section for tonight's meeting and probably the next.

A _GODSEND

The October C.D. arrived yesterday, I have looked forward to
its arrivel with eagerness for ysars, but mever with such impetience
as this week, I can almost say it has saved my life.

I lay holding it in my hand for over an hour before I opened
the first page.

Bob Whiter's delightful cover entertained me. How is this,Bob,
for four other occupations pursued by Nerthern Members?

Breeze Bentley Seience Master Shades of Roolwood
John Jarmen Boolde Shades of Joey Banks
Elsie Palmer Tuckshop Proprietor Shades of Mrs, Mimble
Bill Harrison Chiropodistiiit}

I guess you could mke an amusing cover of those.
With best wishes to everybedy.

# X X R ¥ X X X X ¥ X X X K H X X X ¥ ¥ X ¥ x

GET WELL, SOON

We regret to learn that Gerry Allison, popular contributor to the Digest and
prominent official of our Northern Club, 1s in hespital at Otley, and that Mrs. Beryl
Porter, of the Midland Club, s In hospital in Staffordshire. We wish both our old
triends a very speedy recovery. Geoffrey Wilde of the Northern Club is suffering trom
a broken arm, sustained in a moter-sccoter accident. We hope that he will suffer a
minimm of discomfort, and soon be fighting fit again,

The old belleve everything, the middle-aged suspect
everything, and the young know everything,




Nelson Lee Colwmn

{Conductcd by JACK WOOD tockton Lane, York,)

I see that a nev play in Iondon has been written by Richard
Hamilton} As Nelson lee wrote several pantomimes and shows in the days
of the old Sussex Theatre, it seems only right that Nipper should follow
in his footsteps!

Back this month to the second instalment of the late Herbert
Leckenby's chopters from his Streets of Memory, as told in his own in-
imitable style to Len Packmn.

THE CAREER OF NEISON IEE

(Baim Chaptor 13 of HEMORIES OF OLD BOYS' PAPERS written by the late
HERBERT IECKENBY in 1943, The first instalment appeared in the
September issue of Collectars' Digest,)

I am not quite sure why I was of f school in that month of June for
the summer holidays were some distance away, but I have a faint idea
that one of my younger brothers was laid uwp with measles. If that was
the occasion, I know I gave him a kindly thouwght far not waiting until
the holidays were due, for I had not the slightest objection to being
told to keep away from school for a fortnight, Anway, whether or not

that was the reason, I ¥now that after a few days at homse I was packed
off to the farm of an Uncle down in South Yorkshire, I cannot say that
a country life ever appealed to me a great deal, but at least I had the
chance to go %o a country town just over the Nottinghamshire border, I
took the opportunity eagerly. In addition to my Uncle there journeyed
in the dog-cart, or trap, or whatever thewhicle was, & boy cousin and -
worse luck - another Uncle, one I came to look upon as wicked an Uncle
as ever appeared in the Babes in the Wood, He wes my father's youngest
brother, and could not hove been very old at that time, but his views
were very, very old-fashioned, even for those days, as I shall shortly
relate,

On arrival at the market town my cousin and I were sent off to
wander round, whilst the two uncles mede their way to the market to sell
corn, or maybe buy sheep or pigs, I had threepence or s in my pocket,
the remains of the shilling I had been given as a very special occasion
when I left home, I was in quest of somethirg, too, but it had no re-
lation to farm produce. Ve came to & newsagent's shop in the High
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Street, I pressed my nose to the window fare, and fixed my eyes on the
display within, There before me was No, 1 of the penny BOYS' FRIEND,
an event I bad been eagerly anticipating, with that exciting railway
embankment scene from "Birds of Prey" on the front pege. In I went

and purchased it, also with another copper a TRUE BLE with its vivid
coloured cover, My cousin, eyeing them when I came out, scoffed,
"Pooh, penny 'orribles." His hobby, I think, was white mice or rabbits

When we returned to our horse-drawn conveyance I pushed fhe paper
well up beneath my waistcoat, out of the way. We set off on our six
mile homeward journey, but, alas, horses did not trot as quickly as
motor cars now run, After a while I grew impatient. The uncles' backs
were to mo, my host holding the reins, the "wicked" one alongside,
bolt upright, and at leftwards to me. Chancing it, I drew forth my
purchases and started to scrutinise the BOYS' FRIEND again, Then, as
I tried to turn the page, the breegze caught it and fluttered the sheets
The uncle on the left happened to look rourd, fixed his eyes on the
green peges — and me - and then said: "What have you got there? Iet
me see," Ibleaned over, grabbed the "Friend" from my hand and the
TRUE BIUE from my knee and proceeded to examine them, He frowned in
disapproval at the gorgeous cover of the 'Aldine' and pursed his lipo
at the scene from "Birds of Prey". "Where did you get these?" he
demanded, "Bought 'em, of course," T grunted impolitely,

"You should have more sense than to spend your money on rubbish
1ike this, You know very well your father would not allow you to, and
would quickly put them in the fire if be caught you with them," he
lectyrad pempously, "And I'm certainly not going to let you have
them back," With that, he tore them across and flung them over the
side of the trap into the rcad.

With blinking eyes and rage in my heart, I turned round and
watched the torn green pages of the "Frierd" mingled with the vivid
coloured cover of the "True Blue", blow along the country lane until
we turned a corner and they were lost to view, My eyes then bore into
my uncle's back, and if looks could have killed his body would have
toppled over the side of the trap end followed my papers into the
road, And only the clop-clap of the horses hooves drowned what I
was muttering about my father's younger brother!

Back at the farm in the evening, this uncle and my aunt pulled
me up in the garden, I locked at them scowlingly. He said: "I was
sorry I had to destroy those papers, but that kind of stuff can do
young boys a lot of harmm, Still, I don't want to deprive you of your
pocket-money, so I will make good what you spent on them. How much




was it?" "Tuppence" I grunted. He handed two pemmies over, and with a
grudging "Thanks" I scuttled off, followed by my aunt's "Now be a good
boy," I didn't say "Sez you," for needless to say gangster films were
unknown then, but I thrust that twopence down into my left-ha.d trouser
pocket away from the solitary penny in the right.

A few days later my visit came to an end, and I was escorted o a
tiny village station and settled in a train which would carry me homs,
And the moment I reached the lights of my home city I made a bee=line
for the nearest newsagents, wherein I purchased No, 2 of the BOYS!
FRIEND and, to my delight, No. 1, the newsagent still having a copy
left, And, to pay for my purchases, I plunged my hand into my left-
hand trousers pocket, withdrew my urcle's twopence and planked that
down on the counter. 4s, by the light of the shop window, I contimued
oy inspection of the first of the pemny series I gave a purr of satis-
faction, All was well with the world, Young ras.al? Yes, I know, I
was just an ordinary sart of boy,

Tat uncle of mine became a successful business man, and some
time ago he passed on. After his death I was informed by his bankora
that my pame was mentioned in his will, The time for any benefits
that may accrue is not yet; for my sunt, I zm pleased to say, still
lives on, but it would seem that he was not such a "wicked uncle”
after all,

It is only because boyhood's little troubles can appear like
tragedies that possession once more in 1943 of that No. 1 brought
back to memory like a flash a trap bowlirg alomg a country lane on a
sumer's day in the long ago.

And now I think it's time I returned to Nelson lee,

As T have said, "Birds of Prey" was a fine story, It wae full of
exciting incidents, from beginning to end, No sooner was Nelson lee
free from one desperate situation than he was plunged into mnother.
Maxvell Scott did see to it that his detectives earned their fees,

Some of that profession, we bave leard, solved their cases by the aid
of a pipe, a dressing gown and the consulting-room fire, But not
Nelson lee. He faced death many times, consulted mumerous railway
time-tables and travelled great distances ere be trought his quarry to
justice,

Marwell Scott, in planning his lee stories, must always bave hed
& "Bradshaw" by his side. The faithful reader became quite familiar
with this kind of thing; & train leaves Newcastle at 1,47 and arrives
at King's Crose at 6,58, A friend of mirne used to check up on Max-
well Scott's timings, and never once did h» bowl him out. Most Journeys
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of any distance were mde by train, of course, in the early years of

the century., Iater, Scott naturally brought in the motor car, and in
some of his stories, airships played a part, I cannot remember him
malking much use of the aeroplane, however. Ome thing I have noticed
ebout his early stories is that he seldom thought of letting Nelson lee
take advantage of a trunk call, Telephores were fairly common in 1901,
and the use of ome on many occasions would have saved Nelson Lee a lot
of trouble; but then, that might not bave suited the story.

A, H, Clarke illustrated that first Nelson Lee serial, as he did
many others which followed. As I have said before, I was always pleased
to see him engeged on these stories. He best portrayed my own concep-
tion of the Grays Inn Road detective, One saw a sharp-featured, scome-
what lenk nosed individuel, with a thin, firm mouth, intelligent and
elert-looking; in fact, just what ome would expect an intrepid, danger-
encoutering sleuth to look like, Other artists hed different ideas; of
that I mgy have something to say e little later. Fortunoiely, A, H.
Clarke illustrated a good many of the Iee serials, in the BOYS'FRIEND
et eny rate. It may be only coincidence, but they appeared to be the
best omes,

Anyway, "Birds of Prey" was a rattling good story, telling of
Nelson lee's titanic battle with the "Order of the Rirg" and its three
leaders, "The Chief", "The Squire" and the "Doctor", It was perhaps one
of the first of the stories wherein a detective was at gripe with some
great criminal organisation, a type of story which became very popular.

"Birds of Prey" finished in No, 26 dated Tth December, 1901, but
this did not mean that Nelson lee disappeared from the pages of the
BOYS' FRIEND, Far from it, for in the very same mumber a rnew story
started. This issue, by the way, was the first double number since
the BOYS' FRIEND became & penny. It was tie Christmas one, and was

enclosed in a gorgeous coloured cover, To be continued,

¥ % % % X ¥ X X X X F X F X X X X ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ #

1(¥~ each offered by the London Club Library, for Magnet 751, Gems 549, 550 and SOLS
269, 275. Any reasonable (or even slightly unreasonable) price paid for "The Boy With-
out a Name® which Is wanted as a companion plece for its sequel *Rivals and Chums® which
we already possess. ROGER JENKINS, "THE FIRS", EASTERN ROAD, HAVANT, HANTS,

%&m_gx wanted: 2 = L, 115, 118, 145, 147, 148, 150, 152 - 157, 159 - 164, 166 - 181,
183 =192, 194 - 198, 200, 202, 203, 207, 208, 212 - 237, 239 = 2L, 337.
DR, R, WILSON, 100 BROGHFIELD ROAD, GLASCOW, N.1.

"MEMORY LANE® - Bpecial feature to play on your heart-ctrings,
IN COLLECTORS! DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1960,
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BLAKIANA

Conducted JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
Archdale Road, Fast Dulwich, London, S.E, 22,

They say that "all good things are worth waiting for," and in the
cese of the 'modern Blake! this could not be truer, This month's
article by Margaret Cooke 1s a little gem, Margaret is honest and
candid; she says what she thinks - be it disapproval or appreciation.
In Splash Kirby's case, with the pessing of time - and the adjustoent
of his character during that time - her opinion, like Kirby, hns changed
to the latter. At the time of writing this 'copy' the second part of
the article is still to come; and I don't mind saying that I am loocking
forward to reading it} JOSIE PACKMAN

* X * * ¥

TIE _WIND OF CHANGE
By Mar Cool

"Except a 1living man, there is nothing more wonderful than a book"
wrote Charles Kingsley, and I agree with him whole-heartedly. The
gkdill and ingemuity of suthors, their interpretataion of the customs
and foiblee of ordinary mortals lile myself, and the reactions of my
fellow-creatures to the characters so portrayed have mystified me for
more years than I care to remember. Kingsley added that writers "in
these little sheets of paper speak to us, amse us, terrify us, teach
us, comfort us: open their hearts to us as brothers.” I would add
that in this day and age authors surprise ue, confound us, occasionally
diogust us and often annoy us, Even so, I obtain greater pleasure from
& book in which the characterisation is good though the plot may be
poor, than from ore with a strong plot, swift action and weak, almost
fantastic characters, This is true in particular of books which feature
the same cast over a long pericd of time, as in the case of the Sexton
Blake Librery,

The change from the old treditional Baker Street menage to the new
Sexton Blake Investigations, Berkeley Square, gave me & unique oppor-
tunity to observe new characters in the making and to appreciate the
way in which those characters were introduced, developed and tailored
to fit their appointed roles as they matured from unwanted intruders
into established favourites. Paula Dane was one such character and




Arthur Kirby another.

Coming as she did, unexpected, unheralded, like & thief in the
night, to steal Tinker's place by Blake's side, Paula earned our re-
sentment and censure in those early days when she was merely the
beautiful Miss Dane at whom all men cast longing glances.

As the weeks passed, howover, and she began to exhibit coursage,
loyalty, consideration for her colleagues, energy and foresight, our
hatred of this usurper began to change to grudging respect and, finally,
to warmn affection., Her eesy comradeship for Tinker and her delightful
wit and humour have since made Paula ome of the most lovable characters
ever introduced into the S.B,L.

Although her beauty shires as brightly as ever, her poise has been
shattered in recent months by the arrival of another new character -
one Beulah de Courcy Braid - Paula's besutiful, and much younger, man-
eating cousin, who has strictly dishonourable intentions towards Blake,
end exhibits a studied sympathy for the "ageing", anxious and jealous
Paula, Blake, Tinker and Kirby find Beulsh good fun and even Paula had
to laugh when Kirby, in reply te Tinker's statement that Beulah seemed
to be a "fly in the ointment"” said she was ome fly he would love to
swat,

Looking back over his short life, I feel that I might have wel-
comed Arthur Kirby more warmly had not his advent been heralded in the
pages of the Collectors' Digest (September, 1956) as the re-named Splesh
Page, a favourite character of the old Blake tales, I read the first
Kirby tale with preconceived ideas of his character, expecting to renew
acqueintance with a gay, smartly groomed and keenly intelligent young
crime reporter; and was shodked to find instesd en over-sexed, hard-
drinking, middle-aged lout determined to force his company and his
will on Sexton Blake &t all times of the day and night. In the early
books this inconsiderate 'friend' rearly choked Blake with cheap
liqueur efter a funeral, kept him awake and in agony all night after
he had received a severe head wound, and mede arrangements to take Paula
to Paris with them without consulting Blake at all -~ arrangements which
led Tinker into extreme danger and nearly robbed Blake of his young
mriner's services for ever,

Was this how the new Editor of the S.B,L, saw our old favourite

h Page? In reply to my criticiams of the newcomer he wrote -
"Incidentally, it was mever intended that Kirby should be another
version of Splash Page. Kirby stands on his own two feet, and always
did." Once I realised that it was the role and not the character of
Splash Page which lad been revived I was able to see Kirby for what he
X#fa,. 5. 08V, 0604Y, B4, Tathex. incenth. charactar. with. fremandons. Se0me. .
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for improvement, And how much he has improved! The lout has vanished
loaving a valued and loyal friend; a man of meny virtues,

Described as a tall, broad-shouldered, deep—chested men with a
crumpled face and untidy clothing, Kirby was introduced as an old
friend of Blake's youth, a journslist and gossip-writer for the Daily
Pogt, a man whose busiress it is to go everywhere and meet everybody to
soe and hear everything he can. He is a good listener, an expert
questio and & good judge of hmanity, ILike Tinker, he judges with-
out and never forgets the mmen factar behind the news; the
loves and hatreds, the hopes aml tragedies of the peopls imvolved in
the events, Kirby's phenomenal memory is a mine of information at
Blake's disposal wherever a case has its roots in the past. When
Kirby paints a picture of human error amd frailty, failure o success,
it is a true pioture, showing all the facts.

As inquisitive as most of his kind, and untiving in his quest for
news, Kirby bas a touching belief that most of his kimd of news
'bresks! in the vicinity of Sexton Blake and his assistants, He is a
constant viaitor to Blake's office and flat, so frequent a visitor in
fact, that onone occasion Marion lang, during Blake's absence, discussed
the details of & pewly committed mmrder with the Berkeley Square staff
in Kirby's presence, quite forgetting that he was not "ome of the femily."
He can, however, be trusted not to reveal enything be may leam in this
way until he is given permission to do so by Blaks or the police,

An incorrigible and incurable wolf, he considers himself Heaven's
gift to womsn, and despite his olaim that Paula is the only woman he
has ever loved, never misses an oppartunity to date a beautiful woman.
At the seme time, he is scared by beauty en masse, and needed Blake's
moral support in & London Review. His wolfish tendencies are kept
severely in check by the female members of Blake Investigations but
Kirby is welcomed as a great and trusted friend by every oms of then,
including Mrs, Bardell and Millie, the Simmese cat.

When the grief-striffen Paula had to journey to Liverpool to in-
vestigate reparts of Tinker's death, it was Kirby who put everything s~
side to aoccompany her on this nightmare mission and to comfort her
during the even harder to btear interview with the Liverpool police. Yet,
when their grief tumed to joy and Paula was reunited with Tinker, Kirby
stayed in the background, self-effacing and discreet. His reticence in
leaving Blake to explain to Paula his commection with the actress who
loved him, earned Blake's thanks, armd the same quality has often made
Kirby the confidant of those who would not confide in either Blske or
the police, as in the case of Harvey Imnes, the "literary spiv" - who




lost one author, and found five!

Kirby has become almost as much a part of the Blake Saga as
Blake himself, flitting in and out of the pages &s advisor, historiam,
assistant and, quite frequently, the person seeking to interest Blake
in the troubles of other people whom Kirby knows, He seldom pleads in
vain, Usually Blake is already interested in the cases. Kirby did
not have to plead at all when his own amorous nature landed him up to
the ears in trouble in Spain, Blake came to his aid unasked, and des-
pite many-difficulties Arthur Kirby lived to work and live, another
day, A man of many faults and wealmesses? A truly human character,
and one whom I hope to meet many times in the future in the pages of
the Sexton Blake Library...... (to be concluded)

* * * * ¥

PHILIP LINDSAY AND GWYN EVANS
L, S, Elljott

Are you femiliar with the work of Jack and Nerman Lindsay, and
the late Philip Idndsay? The father, Norman, was probably the finest
illustrator and humorous writer to be produced by Australia in modern
times, Jack, still going strong, is a great historical writer and
translator.

Philip, who recently died in Sussex, is one of the century's most
famous historical novelists, and he himself was a remarksble character,
In his autobiography, "I'd Live the Same Life Over", he mentions an
acquaintance of his, Here is an extract:

#The third of those I knew thls night, GWYN EVANS, was never actually

a close friend of mine, for I was not to see a great deal of him, although

we have had amusing times together, while the tales about Gwyn's escapades

are many and legendary.

"He wrote Sexton Blake stories, and wrote them exceptionally well, before

the inevitable duodenal ulcer ripped his bowels and shut him for ever in

3 box under the earth; so tall and thin that one feared he would snap if

he leaned too far, Gwyn spoke with a snarl that belled his good nature,

his generosity, for during the spasms he had cash he threw it with the

gesture of a very drunken king over any bar that would serve him,"

Gwyn Evans, John G, Brandon, G. H. Teed, Gilbert Chester, the
Murray Graydons. All dead. Only Rex Hardinge, John Hunter and Edwy
Searles Books left of the old guard, and, from the latter, no more
Sexton Bleke,

Could not W. Howard Baker get Brooks away from Ironsides and
Norman Conquest for long enough to give us a "Waldo™ yam?

L B




SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY TITIES AND AUTHORS (1st series

Continued
No. 224 In the Shadow of Night E. W. Alals
No., 225 The Creat Explosion - = A, Murray
No, 226 The Mystery of the Bwamp PR M. Graydon
No, 227 In the Grip of the Tong . Bobin
No., 228 The Hooded Riders i W, Bobin

No, 229 The Spirit Smugglers
No, 230 The Case of the Unc Murray
No, 231 The Mystery of the Sunken : C, Armour
No. 232 Lanless Justice ... e

No, 233 The Diamond Dregen .. (Rymer)
No. 234 The Becret of the Oblong Chest. . W, Bayer
Nos 235 The Taming of Neville Ibbetson. .H. Graydon
No, 23 The Prisoner of the Kremlin . (A, Steele Lanless i

No. 237 The Mill-Pool Mystery.

No, 238 The Fallen Ster. . ..{Kestrel)

No. 239 The Diamond Flood.. (Dr, Ferraro),

No, 240 The Case of the Crimson Lizard ...F. Lord) .

No, 2l  The Trader's D: M, Craydon
No. 242 The Case of the Paralysed Man (Steele, Lanless) . e Ae MUTTRY
No, 243 The Crimson Domino .. ..(G. Grant, Mlle .mne) W, W, Bayer

(Reprinted in 2nd serles ND. ME)

No, 2L The House of Chosts . L. H, Brooks
No. 245 The Lama's Becret . " W. M, Graydon
No, 246 The Were-Wolf of Elpnlnsr.onn (Dr. Ferraro) « Co Armour
No, 2lif The Case of the Vanished Husband o J. Bayfield
No, 248  The Golden Goddess.. . ......(Gunga Dass) . G. Hil1
No, 2i9 The Case of the Bogus l-ain‘l _{Plummer) .. .

No, 250 Fingerprints of Fatel .
No, 251 The Brigand's Secret.... ... . .
No, 252 The Mystery of the Clock ... .[Kew, Carlac)
No, 253 The Case of the Courtlandt Jewels . (Rymer)..
No, 254 The Stgn in the 8ky . .
(Reprinted In 2nd series Mu. 520)
No, 255 The Albino's Double. ...(Zenith)
No, 256 By the Skin of his Tect]
No, 257 Lost In Cambodfa..........
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FUF SALE (0.N,0,) 2 vol. Chums (1906/7, 1940); 14 Magnets (1931-2-3-4-5}; 4 Gems

30); 1 Nick Carter; 3 Union Jacks (1927-30); 3 Farvels (1910-21); 7 Thrillers
l1950-5—6-8 );_ 6 Modern Boy (1930-2-6=7); 2 Chuckles Comics {1921); 1 bound volume
Aldine Football Novels; 5 Boys Realms (1919/20); 2 B.F,L. {No. 457, 595); 1 Champion
Lib, (no, 95); 3 Film Annuals (1944 5-9). THE LOT 160/~ (Post Free)
MR. J. LENNARD, 22 LARCH STREET, HIGHTOWN, MANCKESTER, 8,

HAMED' Sexton Blake Libraries, 1st series, Nos, 11, 17, 37, 105, 109, 111, 19, 201,
2nd series Nos. 293, 296, 306, 422, L7k, 195, 520, 567. Union Jacks Nos,

691 693, 695, 702,°703, ?Olu Hi, U7, 721. 125, 721, 136, 70, 85, 786, 787, 788

789, 790, 791, 793, 798, 800, B02, 803, 809, 811, 813, Bil, 818, 819, B20, 1041 , méz.

1098, 130, 18, J. PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, mmcg,mm,a,.zz.
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fGreylriars Reviove, But the end is the same in the long rwn —authority holds oll the framp cords. There's
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HAMILTON IANA

quences longer (hen inosl jundors i

m Tl
‘s thr

Above We reproduce the title picture from the greatest story in one of Frank
Richards' greatest series = some think 1t Frank Richards! greatest achievement in a
lifetime of great achicvements, This I3 one of the stories of the famous REBEL BERIES
of 1925, Harry Wharton, through a loglcal series of events, loses his friends, loses
his position, loses his omn self-respect, A brilllant series of the graduel decline
of a boy of sterling character, unusual attributes, sound background = but with a tem-
per which he had not learned to govern, He rouses the bitter dislike of his form=
master, and the wages of his stubborn pride and animosity take the eventual shape of
his inevitable expulsion from Greyfriars.

Without question, the most powerful and adult serfes that the Magnet ever pre-
sented, 1t ran from the autumn of 1925 into the winter of 1926, It wes tense drama
throughout, With 1ittle light relfef,

The theme was repéated in 1932 in another brilliant series which mede, probably,
happler reading,

The artist was Mr, C, H. Chapman,

* % ¥ ¥ ¥
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GEMS OF HAMIITONIANA

If contempt, as the eastern proverb declares, can pierce the shell
of the tortoise, Baggy Trimble mst have been better protected than a
tortoise, The weightiest scorn and the heaviest sarcasm hed no effect
whatever on Baggy, Nothing lighter than a boot made any impression on

him, Sent in by Gerry Allison, Ilkley)

Editor's Note: The above "gem" was sent to us by Gerry from his
bed in a hospital ward, Commenting on the above item, Gerry wrote:
"This sudden descent from the sublime to the ridiculous mede me laugh
out loud and wake up half the ward, What a TONIC Charles Familton is,
God bless him}"

It is wonderful to think of Gerry having his lonely hours charmed
in this way. We feel sure that the TONIC will work worders, and that
Gerry will soon be back in circulation again. The extract by the way,
comea from the "Too Good For St, Jim's" series.)

L I

(Have you a favourite Gem of Hamiltoniane? If so, write it out
end post to the editor. Book souvenirs are awarded for eny item found
suitable for publication in this column.)

*® OX X X X X X K X

CHARIES HAMILTON = SONG WRITER
By W. 0, G, Lofts

Charles Hamilton's gift to mankind, was obviously the brilliant
writing of school stories in which, in my opinion, he had no equal. It
would be impossible to compute the hours of pleasure he has given to
people in all walks of life, by his schools of Greyfriars, St, Jim's,
and Rookwood, and the immortal Billy Bunter, now watched by millions of
viewers.

Before Greyfriars came into existence in 1908, probably Mr,
Banilton had inspirations in other fields, as recently, whilst perusing
2 Vol, of old sorgs (dated 1908) in the British Museum, I came across
the following song

"Charles Hamilton and Percy Harrison's Ripping Football Song'
"o the Ball!

Words by Charles Hamilton, Music by Percy Harrison,
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'Here's a cheer for the grand old game!
'Here's a cheer for the men who play,'
Here's a shout for the boys at Home
And a yell for the lads away.

Hurrah}

Buck up there! Iook out in goall
On the ball! On the balll
On the ball! On the ball}

There were two more verses, and the song was published by
Woodford and Co,, Hagelwood, Canvey Island, Essex., Price 1d.

I would like to lmow very much who Percy Harrison was and whether
Mr. Hamilton can recollect the music of this song, as I am completely
mystified as to where the music was published. The words of the song
only were printed on the size of a C.D., page (one side). The song
could be sung without fee except at Theatres and Music Halls and was
Copyright. Whether the song was popular is a question which only Mr,
Hemilton could answer,

£ Ok ¥ ¥ X ¥ ¥ * ¥

IET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL

(In this series Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to
students of the Hamilton papers. He gives his own views superficially,
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions, on the topics he
discusses, he will summarise readers' views in a future issue.)

) OT ON THE FAG

Readers will have enjoyed a hearty chuckle over Bill Lofta'
happy 1little article on whether the First Form at Greyfriars was or
wasn't, not to mention John Jukes' delightful end ribetickling illus-
tration which adorns same, Bill has suggested that I might turn the
Controversial eye on the problem, So why not? — and here goes!

For many, meny years it has been accepted that there is no
First Form at Greyfriars, though I have no doubt that Bill is correct
in pointing out that, on isolated occasions in early days, Frank




Richards did mention such a form, At St, Jim's, I think, there was no
First Form and no Second either, I cannct recall any mention of a
Second Form at the Sussex school.

Though there is little doubt that the stories were entertaining
enough to many readerg, I have always regarded as fantastic the appoint-
ment of Wally Bunter as the form-
mester of the First, For ome thing,
Billy and Wally are doubles, both aged
fifteen plus. That factor was
conveniently ignored, though the famous
Doubles Series, which ran concurrently
in the Gem and the Magnet over several
months, had appeared not so long be-
fore. But even if one allowed the
author licence to tack a year or two
on to Wally's age, it was inconceivable
that an unqualified and untrained
youngster would have been appointed
permanent form-master at a school like
Greyfriars, even though the artist
depicted him as wearing cap and gown.
Whether Charles Hamilton ever accepted
Wally as a form-master I cannot re-

call, tut I think it wnlikely,

It is, of course, true that Tom Merry became master of the Third
vhile Mr, Selby wes indisposed (in & famous Gem tale entitled "Mr,
Merry") but the fact that there was no suggestion of permanency in the
arrangement made it credible,

I was never very keen on the stories which introduced the fags,
though I have a soft spot for Wally D'Arcy, Joe Frayne, and Flip, Flip,
you will remember, regarded Billy Bunter as "such a fine feller" in a
very readsble series.

The fags of St. Jim's played a much more prominent pert and were
sketched with & firmer hand than those at Greyfriars, At Greyfriars
only Mugent Minor and Wingate Minor starred, in almost identical roles,

Wally D'Arcy featured in many outstanding series and Joe Frayne
was an interesting little character until he was eclipsed by the
emphasis on the Three Minors,

Both Manners Minor and Levison Minor were cleverly drawn, but
they were hardicapped by being "typed" - almost invariably they played
the seme roles., Reggle was the constant worry for his brother, while
Frank was usually frantic with concorn for brother Ermest, Regzie wes
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too mich the stock character to be remembered with much affection.
Frank, certainly, has many admirers, and he played a striking part in
many superb stories.

Generally speaking, I regarded the fags with much the
feeling that I had for Cliff House girls - ell right in small doses,
and useful to the writer in the development of some particular plots.

It's just my point of view, What's yours?

* ® % ® *

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES
o, THE_MAGIC OF YESTERDAY

HARRY BROSTER. Once again you echo many of my thoughts. We, who can look back to

ays when loyalty to school and pride in school uniform meant so much, can hardly view
very happily the modern trend in these matters, Everything has changed, with gigantic
acceleration, since the war, In no way is there any similarity to the way of life we
knew,

As you say, we had the Magnet and Gem to take as examples, Modern youth has =«
what? Horror films, lurid comics, blaring records, no punishments, everything just
ready to pick up. Loyalty 1s not quite dead, but a shabby thing when compared with
the Fraik Richards' type as personified in Tom Redwing and Lord Mauleverer., In a way
I think that Pentelow outdid Frank Richards In writing of loyalty to "alma mater? but
the Gem and Magnet set a wonderful example,

DCH WEBSTER, Who can define the reason for the sustained interest In the Companion
Papers? Not you or I, becuuse tastes differ, Some readers abhor Bunter but 1ike
Gussy - others, vice versa, CharlLes Hamilton appealed to us at all ages because of
his style of writing - we felt we were at Greyfriars or St. Jim's, The demise of the
Magnet and Gem saw the end of an era in British boys! books, which can never return,
Let us not be sad, but grateful that we participated in it.

RON CROLLIE, The various reasons which you suggest as possible explanations for the
popularity of Mr. Hamilton's stories are, | think, all true to a very great extent,
You ask why lads from all walks of life followed with delight the adventures of
weclthy boys at public schools, To my mind, the answer is that in those days they

had much in camon with the boys of Greyfriars and St, Jimts = Ioyalty to one's school,
even If it was the loczl council school, to one's cricket or football team, even if

it was just Standard L playing Standard 3 In a publie park, The despising of mean
actions, bad behaviour - for years now, youth has been taught that none of these ngs
matter, Loyalty to school? Nonsense, one school is as good as another. Turn

Baturday for the football team? MNo fear] What did they ever do for me? Take no
notice of the schoolmaster; he's just there Lo teach.

Youth did not acquire these new doctrines by itself, It was installed into
young folk. Whether the Cem and Magnet would have done anything to combat this un-
fortunate trend is a matter for conjecture, I think it’;a pity they were nol allowed
to try.

W, THURBON, It seems to me that we found In 8t, Jim's and Creyfriars a form of
escapicn which did not make us envious or dissatisfied, There was an atmosphere of
morality and loyalty, which the companion papers helped to foster,

Northeliffe was genuinely concerned to set a moral tone in his bays! papers, and
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patriotism was not then regarded as something queer, and dishonesty as something smart,
1 don't think a re-issued Magnet or Gem would succeed, for so many young people won't
bother to read, Fer those who can and will read there are plenty of good cheap books,
of & rather higher standard in some ways than the pre-war weekly, There 18 more money
about for bocks, If people want to read,

We just can't explain why the Hamilton stories attracted us. 1 think that In his
own sphere, like B,P, with the scouts, Charles Hamilton filled a need,

EORGE SELLARS, The answer to the question is a simple one, Charles Hamiiton s the
&an of all school story Wrlters, and that is why we loved his charming tales so much,

* # X X ¥

THE VICTORIA PATACE PARTY

The London Club has arranged to form & perty to visit the
Victoria Paloce, London, on Saturday afternoon, January Tth, A large
block of seats is being held for our use in the best part of the
theatre, The show - BILLY BUNTER'S SWISS ROLL,

We hope that our party will te even larger than it was last year,
and we ask all readers, from anywhere and everywhere, to come along
and join in the fun, Seats are 12/64 each, and we understand that
booking is brisk at the Victoria Palace, Come along, and bring mums
and dads, aunts and uncles, the people next door, and uncle Tom
Cobley and all - and the more youngsters you can bring, the merrier,

Placea in the party can be bocked through the Editor of this
megezine, let's make it a real meeting of 0ld Boys and Girls,

If any reader can display advantageously & double-crown bill or
a card, advertising BILLY BUNTER'S SWISS ROLL, just let us know what
you can use, end we will send it along while stocks of publicity
material last.

* Ok X K X K K K X X * X ¥ X F X X ¥ ¥ F ¥ * ¥ ¥

§.0,Ls for sale, Creyfriars Nos. 143, 159, 161, 163, 173, 191, 203, 209, 211, w 225,
251, Ts 2l3, 2l5, 253, 255, 263, 265, 267, 271, 283, 289, 293, 301, 304, 3

30, 313. 316, (319, 322, 325, 328) (331. 334, 337, 3k0), (315 3l6, 319, 352), !}55.
358, 362, 364, 367, 370), 373, 576, 319, 3682, 388, 39, 39.3 '“)0, 403, Loly, Lo6,
107, ko9, 0. Moter Numbers bracketed together are bound to,

8t, Jirts Nos, 2, B0, 102, 116, 126, 130, 200, 22I, 350, 365. Roukmud Noa 317.
The 76 nurbers tot- sale complete for £20, I apologise for the price but this is mere
then 10% less than I paid for them, All complete and in geod condition - halfl a dozen
1ammers. D, BROYD, 10 BEAN ROAD, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT,

Wi 8.0.,Ls L2, 65, 66, 162, 257, 258, 259, Your price plus postage paid, The
vertiser has some 8,0,LS, Nelson Lees, Gems and Magnets for exchange only.

BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICELAND,
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Sexton Blake Today

I ING Cl FR( MODERN 8,B,L.
By Vio Colty

No, {. Bimon Sherrington Fawcett .

This man, one of the most Interesting characters [ have encountered in the pages
of m&giﬂ.l-. appeared as a background figure In Arthur Maclean's "Mission to Mexico"
tNo, -

It geemed a pity that our contact with him wes so fleeting, The elderly Famcett
was & man of money, and he acted as though he knew every dollar he owned by its Christian
name, His wealth was increasing rapidly, but he had worn the same suit for 22 years, and
had palpitations at the though of expending a few bob for the renewal of his shiny pants,
In fact, he had meny of the characteristics of Berooge MeDuck of Disney fame,

Exch night, on retiring, Fawcett devoted ten minutes of his valuable sleeping time
to the Almighty, A man had to be prepared to put himself out a 1ittle for powerful
friends, He talked to God as one business man to another, even giving his crcator &
tip cr two frem his advanced knowledge of the state of the Stock Exchange, He wanted
to be on good terms with the Almighty, but to meke it quite clear that if he, Simon
Fawcett, souldn't take his money with him when It came his time to 80, he had no
intention of going.

OCTOBER NOV IN TON BLAKE LIBRARY E@
1 EE 0 ev. 1960

Viclence in ouiet Places (No i s SR ack st

Whatever strange things might have occurred to Rupert Tate, a poet, In 1life was
as nothing to what happened to him on his abrupt departure from itl His gruesome murder
in the moods of Woolley, favourite trysting place of the Sixth Farm girls from the
village schocl, of which Marion Lang was an ex-pupil, serds the footsteps of her em
ployer, Bexton Bloke, rarbling amiably in that direction,

Kisg Wilderspin, spinster headnistress, wents both the name of the senlor master
cleared of the capital charge and the honour of the school over which she presides
vindicated. Briefly, Blake has to prove mhether Ambrose Charnock, the schoolpaster, is
a hero or a mrderer, A quite delicicus trifle this, with Blake and Tinker investigating
amongst 8 lot of leggy schoolgirls, with all credit to the author in producing out of
it sorething which is enlightening, edifying and wholly enjoyable,

Rating Very Good
Journey to Genoa (Nog U6A ... ... =% wv weruenm. By _DUbTEE Fawcett

This 1s not a sequel to Peter Saxon's ®Act of Violence® (S.B.L. No. 388, which
was reviemed in C.D. No, 128); but It has certain connections with that part icular
wartime assignment of SBexton Blake's, Now, new developments have arisen, The treasure
horde of Mussolinits is again the cbjective of certain partles, and political fireworks
in the shape of more vital documents have to be recovered in order to avoid a possible
third world upheaval. The secret of their whereabouts ig in the form of a cipher, which
it 1s Blake's job to find and take to Craflle's contact in Genoa, a top=expert on




The climax is really startling, distastefully gruesome; yet who will deny its
absolute fitting to a narrative the like of mhich Peter Saxon used to deseribe so well?
The style and treatment is similar, though It hasn't Saxon's name on the cover, But - 7

Rating........corimnns V&Y Good
‘GENERAL COMYENTARY

MAILBAG: It has become Increasingly abvious in recent MAGAZINE SECTIONS that Interest

Tn the earlier Bleke!s i1s still markedly active, a fact which has prompted Bill Lofts,

in a letter reproduced in "MAILBACY this month, to Invite correspondence on those authors
who wrote for the 8,B,L, in its more lucrative days. But a slight adjustment Is necessary
in regard to JOI G, ERANDON., This well=known authcr=playwright died in 1941, not 1940,
and the exact day and place of death, together with that of one or twe more famous Blake
writers, including GWYN EVANB, GILBERT CFESTER and G. H, TEED, is given In the forth-
coming C.Ds ANMUAL,

Praise of Martin Thomas's fine story of the occult "BRED TO KILL® continues to
trickle in, From France, a correspondent would 1like another on similar 1lines, a suggest-
ion which 1s enthusiastically seconded by thls colummist,

The format of the Library is a matter of much speculati~n on the part of a lady
reader of Notts, who is against any alteration of the 5.B.L. in its present form, Any
change ®hich would prove the death-knell of the present attractively-coloured covers
wuld, I'm afrald, prove the death=knell of Blake also = at least, in 3o far as his
regular monthly appearances are aoncerned, end I am in complete agreement with Hrs.
Jackscn on this puint,

A further unvsual occurrence in Issue No, L2 is that a Mr, C, Lowder has three
letters reproduced in its columns, two from an address in Warcester, and one from Here-
ford, S&ince two of his guerles are likely to prove of Interest to other Blake fans,
they can be answered here (1) The first 8,B,L, (Third Serles) was - as Mr, Lowder sur-
mised = published In 1541. The month was June, and the title of the story "RAIDERS
PASSED}" Author was JOHN HUNTER, who Introduced his famous seafaring character, Captalin
Dack, into the proceedings, (2) The 8.B.L. stopped publication temporarily on two
occasions, both being due to disputes in the printing trade. First cccasion November,
1950, vhen no issues appesred. Second oogaslon April 1956, when a further two issues
were 105,

CHRISTMAS ATTRACTICN: A long, long time ago, the late CECIL HAYTER described the [irst
meetj:g of Blake and Tinker, in a serial which ran In either the BOYS' FRIEND or the
BOYS! HERALD, Ncw in one of the December volumes, MARTIN THOMAS gives his version of
the historic meeting, and of Tinker!s antecedents, so our Christmas fare promises to be
particularly appetising this year,

PLAYHOUR

Readers will be interested to know that Colin Wyatt, staunch supporter of the
Digest, 18 now drawing “Harry Hampster® in the "Harry on His Own geries in the
periodical "Playhour,”

Colin®s first set of pictures appear in the issue dated October 29th, and there=
after his drawings will be a feature of the paper each week,
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB

HIDLEND

Meeting held September 27th i

Apologtles from Jack Bellfield, Win Brown and Ray Bennett kept the attendance
domn to twelve amongst whom were our Uwo loyal members from Burton. Also I think a
word of praise is due to Ted Davey who manages to put In an appearance If only for a
few minutes. It was a good programme which Tom Porter had mapped out and thoroughly
enjoyed by all, Beryl obllged with her 1ist of Desert Island Books (second serles, of
course). Keeping up the tradition set by her husband she passed round for our in-
spection the following gems of 1iterature - 1,"Bigeles of the Canoe Squadron® by W. E,
Johns, 2, "Sexton Blake's Bchooldays® by John Andrews, 3, Greyfriars Holiday Annual
for 1931. b "The B Tigers® by Peter Saxon, 5, "The Wisdom of the S8irple* by
Constance Guests® A7, Boswell's Life of Dr, Johnson, 8, "Billy Bunter's Barring Out."
A very nicely varfed selection and much appreciated by the rest of the members, There
was no quiz tonight so we were able to get on to the next item, a discussion Introduced
by the chairman, Quoting from a recent John O'London's weekly which stated that Talbot
Baines Reed during his 1ifetime, contributed no less than thirteen classics for boys,
Normon said that the Victorian era produced mary of these boys' classics = stories by
such authers as Henty, Ballantyne, Kingston, Jules Verne, Gordon Btables, Edward 8.
El1lis in addition to Talbot Baines Reed, But in his opinion the wery best school
stories for boys began to sppear in the Edwardian and early George V periods, The
suthors rentioned by Norman were Desmond Coke, Warren Bell, Hylton Cleaver, Gunby Hedath,
Wodehouse and Eliad amongst others, all of whom are still mich in demand today and
vhose yarns are still being sold, Thus his idea of the Golden Age of boys periodicals
was the pre 1918 era, We were asked to glve our own opinlons of what was the Golden

€e

The Library raffle wes won by Win Partridge who was delighted as she sald It was
"the first time lucky," There was then a series of word games by Tom Porter and
honours were shared by Norman, Joe Marston and Beryl, To wind up the evening, George
Chathan obliged with a reading from "Rivals of Rookwood," very much to the taste of
all present, We hope that the next meeting, October 31st {Tuesday) will be as enjoy-

able, HARRY BROBTER - Becretary.
NORTHERN
Bth October Park Road.

This was one of the strangest meetings we have held for some considerable time,
First, we learned that Gerry Allison was 111 in hogpital and unable to be with us, It
may be some time before he is fully well again, but good wishes were sent to him for
a speedy recovery. Thanks were also expressed to Myra Allison and Mollle Alllscn for
shouldering much of the responsibility for carrying on the work of the section and of
the meeting so ably.

Next, ocur Chairman, Ceoffrey Wilde, found himself in difficulties owing to a
broken arm received when he parted company With a motor sccoter on which he had accepted
a 11ft, However, he managed to keep the meeting in order, and to read, after general
business had been transacted, some Reflectlons of Frank Richards by Tom Hopperton = a
work which provided much scope for discussion before refreshments,
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Ron Hodgson, our secretary, was also unable to be present, but nevertheless a
dozen members turned up, and after refreshments listened to readings of the entries for
the Creyfriars Cup Competiticn; wvoting Ehen toock place and three of the four entries
received were chosen for final inclusion, Discussion of suggestions for future Cup
Competitions was deferred, though in addition to one put forward in a letter to the
Club, another was made that Clubs might be given a serles of unrelated articles, as in
the famous Tram secries, and asked to write a story round thems

JACK WOOD

LONDON

The October Wood Green meeting was agreed by all those who attended, fo have been
very enjcyable. Erlc Fayne gave the good news that the "C,D, Annual® would be out
earllier this year snd that the visit of club rerbers to the Christmas Bunter Show at
the Vietaria Palace would take place on 8aturday, January 7th, Ceorge Sewell rendered
a fine reading, a chapter from the "Hagnet" entitled "Goodbye Greyfriars," "Oen®
readers were given a reading by Don Webster from an issue of thelr favourite paper en-
titled "The Slacker's Awakening,® Btill concerned with 8t, Jim's, In Sam Thurbon's
cricket game, Creyfriars were beaten by one wicket, Blake enthuslasts were given o
reading by Len Packman from the Sydney "Sun Herald" about Weir favourite detective.

There were fine quizzes and the news that further catalogues were to be pre-
pared, "Cen® and "Nelson Lee® titles, and that the November meeting would be at 35
Woodhouse Road, Leytonstone, E,11, Host Ruben Codsave, Kindly inform if Intending to

be present,
Rrosents UNCLE BENJAMIN

IERSEYSIDE
cting = 23rd October,

It was a great pleasure to welcome Erie Fayne to this meeting, and it is to be
hoped he felt the long and tedious journey from London was worthwhile, The Chalrman
opened the reeting, by introducing our guest, ond also welcomed two new merbers in
Walter Pritchard and Bi1l Holmes, Erle In reply stated how glad he was to be able to
meke this visit, There followed a discussion on the C,D, and the Creyfriars Herald
Cup Competition, Frank Unwin then tock over, his first Quiz dealing with Sexton Blake,
being won by John Pritchard, a recent newcomer, Frank followed this by conducting
"Twenty Cuestions® and Bill Windwortyteam were easy winners. Not one object reached the
20th nuestion.

At the Interval, Eric Fayne was unanimously elected Vice-President of the Club,
whereupon he set us a clever contest, the honours going to Frank Case with Pat Laffey,
Jim Walsh and Bill Holmes as runners-up. Jim Walsh rounded off the proccedings with a
general quiz and Don Webster decided 1t was time he hod a look In and scored most
points,

S0 ended one of the happlest evenings we have had for some time, and Erlc assures
us his first visit certainly won't be his last, Next month we hold our delayed Annual
Heeting - Sunday, 13th November, 6,30 p.n. sharp,

N, PRAGNELL - Hon, Bec,

ABTRALTA

Although the attendonce was not as good as expected, those members who for-
gathcred at Cahi1l's Restaurant at 6 p.m. on Thursday, October 20th for the monthly
meeting spent a most enjayable evening, The usual excellent dinner was followed by
the equally enjoyable reading of letters from good friends overseas, with Frank Unwin
and Harry Broster keeping us all in touch so well with their 1ittle nemsy journals,
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Three letters from Ron Hodgson were read with great interest, but those present were
sorry to hear that Gerry Allison had been taken 111 = hope you are well on the way to
recovery by the time this report 13 published, Gerry and we send our best wishes to you
to speed this event.

Highlight of the evening was a reading from several original scripts which had
been fectured in the 8,B,L. Annual, tmenty years ago. The Blake enthuslasts were
naturally very Interested In these treasures and felt It was a real scoop for them o
have such rare items at the meeting.

Merbers were graau,v disappointed to learn that the second issue of the Club
magazine due %o have been published 1ast month, was not avallable, due to production
difficulties, However, Syd Smyth hopes these will be overcome wﬂhln a week or two
and coples should be avallable at the next meeting to be held on November 17th. Any
oversens folk wishing to secure a copy may do so by ordering direct from Byd Bumyth at
1 Brandon Streetr Clovelly - cost 13 = (English) per copy and this Includes postage,

A discussion was then held on the future programme of the c¢lub and it was decided
that next month's meeting be devoted to planning and for this purpose a room 1s to be
enpaged at the Y.M,C.A, for the Noverber get together, It was also decided that in
view of the most enjayable Xmas parties members had shared In the past, a similar
arrangement would be made for this year,

Meeting closed at 8 p,m. by which time everyone had worn our their volce =
blessed silence relgned at Cahillts,

B. PATE = Secretary.

WANTED: GBS - 313, 315, 316, 319, 320, 321, 322, 328, 331, 332, 333, 338, 339, 340,
3, 38, 355, ksr.’nss.'m,'m,'sas 773, 953, 95k, 956, 979, 980, %Bliy S5, 1116,

1126, 1129, 1133, -'45. s 13Uy 136, 138, 1l , 195, 205, 238, 271, 318, 319,
225, 3hh, 3L5, 36, » 351, 358. 386, 388, 389, 40O, ln1, W7, W59, 719.752
773, 809, 83U, 89, 850, 362 863, 865, 866, 863, 900, 921, 2, 925, 935. 9 940, 2

U3, 9bli, 9B, U9, 955, 958, 965, 967, 98, 9%6. P . 7 370, 345, 390, 356, 398,
Ls2, 55, 46, U466, 47k, Boores of Magnets, Gems, €UC., for exchange = of your price
pald for good material, ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUGE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITCN, SURREY,

"LID THE MACNET DECLINE AND FALL?® = by Peter Q%er.
IN Ci TORS! DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960

FOR SALE: Billy Bunter Bocks, Bunter!s Owns, Goldhawk Tom Merry Books, Tom Merty
UEZ.'I.HO\BE ROA.D, BEKFNHM KENT,

"THE BT, JIM'S PORTRAIT GALLER\" = by George Sellars,
IN COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960.

BBGIN?J'BR cmm wants pre-193C Union Jacks, Nuggets, Rockets, Triumphs, Boys
‘Hagazines, Realms, Friends, Heralds, Leaders, Sport ax Adventures, Football Favourites.
Give details, prices wanted, JOHN KING, 7 VHITE HART LANE, LONDON, N.22.

"DQ_YOU REMEMBER?® = by MARTIN THOMAS.
IN COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960.

BEXTON BLAKE ANNUAL - Yes, really and trulyl
IN COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960.

"PLAYFUL PARODIES" = Fun In clever verse bv Tom Hopperton.
IN COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960,
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Yours Sincerely

(INTERESTING ITEMS FROM THE EDITOR!S LETTER=BAG)

RHODA WILLIOTT {Egham) 1 still have a full-length portrait of Sexton Blake, issued
about 30 yeers ogo in Union Jack, It Is as good as the day I bought it, for I had 1t
framed years ago, I 1iked Blake and Tinker's adventures in the first world war, and 1
remember when Elake first tock Tinker as his assistant, He picked him up off the street,

(4rs, Willmtt has read Sexton Blake's adventures for 50 years, A wonderful record, and
we hope that she will enjoy reading of the great detective for many years to come = Ed,)

EORGE_BURG! (Salisbury) I was just home for my lunch when the Digest arrived, and I
0 it so Interesting that I enjoyed it much more than my lunch, Robert Whiter's
cover (October) is a real gem, He has the right Idea about we readers and our workaday
lite,

ROBERT STCRY (Cennda) The Digest gets better and better, lixe "soaring sales in a fast-
growing crganisation,” Each number seems to be better than its predecessor, Who can ask
for more? One dissentient note: I disagree with readers who 1ike the finer print, I
was never one to advocate for unnecessary eye-strain, and I think the regular type just
perfect, and we should stick to that, I hope others agree with me and we stick to our
regular type.

{Bcores of resders have written approving the smaller type, We have no intenticn of
adopting 1t entirely, but its use In certain sections gives you far greater reading
matter, as so many readers have been quick to approve, = Ed,)

FRED CRIFFIN (New York) Congratulations, rather belated, on that very flne article on
reland In the July Digest. I was thrilled by it, especially by the mention of Castlebar,
which happens to be my native town where I had my early assoclations with the old boys!
papers, The newsagent!s shop you mention is called Wynn's, Could if be kept by a
relation of Fatty? ~

BILL HUBBARD (Kerya) "Yours sincerely® and "Controversial" are golng from strength to
strength, They have made the C.D, a real live-wire little paper full of interest, [
have made a suggestion to the Secretary of the London Club that it would moke an
Interesting change for the Club to have a meeting while on a river or canal trip, A
launch or small steamer might be hired, with meals available, and a really splendid
Bundoy, would, I feel, result,

GEORGE 8 (sheffield) I have read the smill print of the Greyfriars Herald re-
production without the ald of a magnifying glass, In that advertisement of the Magnet
at the head of the page In question, do You see what 1 see? A 1915 CEM cover by Mac=
donald, and the story was "The Jew of Bt, Jim's®, Very curious, don't you think?

{We have exomined the Magnet advertisement and it appears o us that Mr, Bellars is
right. If so, why on earth did the editor of that time use a Cem cover to advertise the
Magnet? We wonder vhether 1% was noted by any reader of thal time - more than LO years
ago, = Ed,)

FRANK % (Liverpool) There would be absolutely no substitute for the C,D, If 1t went
uw would certalnly be lost without it,
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{Thanks Frank, The C.D, !s a bonny, bouncing youngster, and has nc Inténtion of golng
under, - Ed,)

%ﬁ% (Australia) Keep up the good work - and how about a Young Folks'! Tale re=
luction on the Digest cover? I have a particular yeaming to see again number 333 =
"Betty at Hollyhock House,"

{Has anybody a copy of Mo, 333 to loan us, so that we can asseas Its possibilities for
reproduction? You, Bill, will enjoy Otto Maurer's wonderful article = plus two pages
of pictures = on Y,F,T, In the Annual - Ed,)

Wy H, G (Derby) Way back in the dim and disiant past, about 1925, a firm
manufacturing sweet cigarettes began to issue with their product a serles of cards de-
picting scenes from Creyfriars, I can only remember seelng two different cards = one
showing B11ly Bunter and the other Fisher T, Fish, The cards were clearly the work of
the Hagnet artist of that period. Can, any reader remember anything about thenf?

COLIN WYATT (Hornchurch) Bob Whiter!s October cover is excellent, Well done, Bobl

CLIFF BMITH (8t, Anne's) 1 particularly 1ike the Controversial series, and one of
cse days I'11 have to send you an opinion.

JOHN_GOC| (Budbury) 1 must congratulate you on the high standard shich the Digest
has maintained throughout the yeor. Especially good was the article Walter Webb did,
dealing with the Sexton Blake Library which was a mammoth work for an amateur magazine
and much appreciated by me, Your sleuth, Bill Lofts, 1s always of great Interest W
me = actually I am always more interested In the authors than the stories.

Naturally enough I am a great fan of Frank Richards, especially Greyfriars and
Rockwood, but, dare I say 1t, Nelson Lee always left me cold. I just couldn't stand
Handy vho always ruined the stories for me, I am now a subscriber to Knockout so my
newsagent probably assumes that my five=year old son 1s taking an interest in the more
"adult" type of comic,

At a tender age, 1 discovered Oreyfriars by buying a Magnet shich contained that
wonderful series dealing with Xmas at Mamleverer Towers., From that time onwards, I read
the Magnet, Gem and 8.0.L. with the Ranger and Hollday Annuals thrown In for good measure,

P, SMITH (Alford) It is interesting to note that the Dick Turpin story, now in Knockout,
orig 1y appeared in the 1d. Aldine Dick Turpin, The titles were No, 84 "The Tragedy
of a Lonely Heath® and No, B85 "The Robbers of the Dead”, Bame characters - Dr, Brindle
and Grassgreen, chief of Bow Street runners. These Aldine storles have apparently

been reprinted for some years, for the first I found was In "Sun" December, 1956, It

3 odd for I thouglt that Newnd®s had the copyright for the Aldine DApeETs,

(Oh, Irony of Fatel It strikes us that there 18 a moral somewhere in this reprinting
of such very old stories, - Ed,)

*NO END IN SIGHI* = by Eric Fayne.

IN COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960,

"THE TAGS OF HAMILTONIANA* = by Tom Hopperton and ferry Allison
IN COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960.

THE GREATEST ANNUAL IN THE WORID -

COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960,
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“YILLIAM AND TEE OLD BOYS"

(The William books first appeared way back in the early "twenties,"
and they have been appearing at regular intervals ever since, Surely
all of us regard Richmal Crompton's immoetal "William"™ as one of the
most delightful creations in 0ld Boys' literature, Miss Crompton has
been loyal to one publigher. - Newne®s. All of the William stories
have been illustrated by the incomparable Thomas Henry, The early
Willis stories were a feature of the "The Happy Mng," but William has
enjoyed stiff-cover status for nearly forty years, With the passing
of time, there has been a subtle change in the stories. The earlier
books, though entrancing for youngsters, seemed to be written sbout
boys, for adult consumption, In more recent times, they scem to be
aimed more directly at the juvenile market, But, whether old or new,
the William tales make delightful reading for the young in heart, Our
contr:butor, Arthur Moyse, imagines William and uds Outlaws attending
a meet:rg of the London 0.B,B.C. - Ed.)

Williaem stirred in his chair, He had eaten, and he was bored,
and his usual contempt for adults was beginning to show itself, In a
whisper that rose shrill above the noisy conversation in the crowded
room he demanded of Douglas: "When are they coming?",

Douglas, who wes finishing the last of his cake, shot William a
look of prim warning, for Douglas was & boy who believed that it was
necessary at times to compromise with the illogical conventions of the
world of his elders, But William's ire was not aroused and, though a
kindly boy, he had no use for social conventinns,

He turned to a gentleman in a clerical collar and demanded:
"hen nre they coming?"

"Who?" asked the cleric, giving William a benign smile,

"The 01d Boya!" William replied,

The cleric turned to Ginger and in a troubled voice asked, "How
did you boys come to be here?"

"We wus invited," said Henry, "Williom's brother, Robert, kmows
Mr, Fayne,"

The cleric cast a sad look at Eric Fayne, who, unconscious of the
situtation, was guiding William's sister, Ethel, to the door.

William, who had sat silent during this brief discussion, again
demanded in a raucous voice: "When are the 0ld Boys coming on?"

The sherpness of William's voice sent the room into silence and
the only sound that broke it was the tearing of cloth as Jumble, lging
in a circle of broken cake, chewed a chair cover, The owner of the
chair cover stopped in the collecting of plates and gaged darkly and
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dumbly at Jumble, ’%

A pleasant young men came from across the room and standing
over William said: "We're the Old Boys."

Willinm was a boy with a strongly developed sense of logic and
a passionate belief in elementary justice, The whole situation seemed
1o him to be nothing more or less than an ill-timed joke, and William
detested adult jokes, for they always appeared to him to be completely
pointless,

"You are men," he cried, and rising to his feet and with his
voice growing louder with every word he pointed his finger into the
silent company. "You're not boys, not even 0ld Boys. It's a swis,
and you could all go to prison an' be hung for making people come here
when you said you was going to show 0ld Boys,"

The pleasant young man said, "My name ig Bob Whiter, What is
your name?"

William gave the young man a look of unconcealed contempt and
the young men blushed and merged into the silent crowd. Mr, Packman
made his way towards William, and in a kindly but strained voice
said, "We collect Old Boy's Books".

"Then where are the 0ld Boys you collect them for?" demanded
William, "If there's no 0ld Boys, then you're all crooks an' you can
go to prison an' be hung cos people who go around saying that they
collect for 0ld Boys when there's no 0ld Boys, are like burglars and
mirderers and, and,,...," William's knowledge of crime and criminals
had exhnusted itself after these two categories, but he was never one
to let subject matter deter him once his imagination had taken hold
of him, "They hung pirates at the yard arm cos they used to sink
ships and steal bullion and make people walk the plank and I bet if
the police knew you wus going ‘round saying you wus collecting for
01d Boys they'd take you away and put you on a ship an' I bet they'd
hang you from the yard arm cos it's like stealing to say you collect
for 01d Boys when you don't have sny,*

William, breathless, goged in triumph at his silent hosts and a
plaintive voice finally could be heard whispering: "What ever made
Eric invite them?"

"Williem's Robert's brother and he wes invited by Mr, Fayme"
stated Douglas, and he finally finished the last of his ccke,

During the whole of William's oration the Outlaws had sat in
silent admiration of their leader, and now that William was sitting
back exhpusted in his chair, they felt it was up to them to come to
his aid. An ironic voice murmured, "Hooray for Eric," and Mr. Fayne

beg ter, "How did T lmow?"
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Williem had now regained his strength, and rising to his feet
ngain he motioned to the Outlaws to do the same. Jumble rose after a
final tear at the chair cover and with a cheerful weg of his tail left
the circle of broken coke, William and the Outlaws made their way
through the ailent circle of people into the street,
"It was a gwiz," sanid William, "and they're lucky we don't tell
the police, getting people to come and see 0ld Boys when they don't
bave any." 1

He picked up a stick from the pavement, and as they marched along
he rattled it across the railings of the houses, An elderly woman
tapped on her window with frustrated fury but the Outlaws were too
happy to care, William threw the stick along the road for a barking
Jumble to chase,

"The cake wasn't bad, was it?" said Douglas,

William throught this over and then, with a grin, said "No, the
cake was all right,"

They chnsed the barking Jumble along the road until they came to
a breathless halt.

"Gosh! I bet Mr, Fayne and Robert have a row when they meet!"
said Willianm,

*
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Special Reminder Next_Month
Collectors' Digest

GRAND CHRISTMAS NUMBER

Special Christmas editions of all our usual features.
Packed with seasonable items from cover to cover.
Special Christmas Pictures.
Watch for our UNUSUAL CHRISTMAS COVER to touch your heart-strings.

A December to remember.

* Ok X X ,

THE HERLOCK SHOLMES STORIES. Nevel feature.
In COLIECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1960
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