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Edit or: 

ERIC FAYNE 
E:xcelsi or House 

Grove Rood 
Surbit on, Surr ey 

* * * * 

For our cover 
ptetu "'t ln thts 
CN"tstCBs tssue, ,,-e 
brtnr , you a repro-, 
cl~tton or th e old 
•Green ' lb' - the 
year 1917. The 
art i st ,e., Robert 
IJ~e . 

1be story 
1Frank Richards ' 
Chrlst cms• was one 

ot the Cedar Creek serJu · • a st ory reprinted In the 1924 Holiday Annual under the 
ttt l e •How F'ather Chrls t r.as CED! t o White Pine . • 

The Rookwood story tn thts Issue was 1 J1c,:v Silver's Guest", the said guest being 
Lattrey, MlO repa id Jtcr.,y' s kindness by l eading Ala , Jl1!11t,'1 s cow.i from High Coocbe , 
atoog the aJrk.y rood to ruin . 

The seria l was •Boys of the Bocbay Ca.stte• by D.mcan Store , and a novel fe ature 
of t he Issue wa.s two eoci,lete s tor ies or I respeetlvelY, Cecil Pad(ley & co. of BagshOt 
800 Rupert De Courcy or Hlghcltrre . Both , poss lbl)", by the same substitute writ.or , the 
rtrs t-f'lcl:led Is t he on!y story we can recall ever to have been M"ltt en cxolustvely of the 
Bagshot eh.a:'-,:. 

rlUNK RICHAROO' CHRISTtlASl nit s cover t c.uehes a chord tn our hearts , ror Ir 
ever 3 mn deserved a Jl'Ol'lderr ul Chrt stca.s , F"raM Rtc?Jirds does . 

Cou.r.cralS1 DIGm wishes f'RJJiK RICHAROO, 'ltlo has brought u, so meh real 
happiness over so cmy years , the grandest Chrlstms of all time - and many, DlllY 
more to come. 
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HAM IL TON IANA 

FAMOUS SERilS - No, 2 

.l.bove we reprod uce the t i tle picture of t he 
f i rs t Chri stmas story of th e Lamb se ri es , the Magnet' s 
last Chris t mas, 1939. 

The chums spent their Yuletide at Wharton Lodge, 
but poor Mr. Quelch was in durance vile , a captive of 
t he criminal, Sli.m Ji.Jll. 

The longest series t he Magnet ever presen ted , 
and one with many splendidly - writ t en sequences • 

• * ... * * ... -.... -.. ....................... ,~ .. , .... ,. ...... --... - .............. - , ................................ _ .............................................. -................. -............ -............... . 



.......................... - ................................. - . ................. 357 ...................... - ................... - .......................... .. 

Chrtst~as doesn •t seec like Chrlstms without a vi s it to Wharton Lodge. F'ra.nlc. Rich ards 
hasn 't sent the raccu., chum! there this year . So we have l OMed out a Whart.on Lodge 
stol")' trQc the Greytrtar s Cup Cont est - and ne hope )'OU will enjoy it as •Paddy , The next 
best Thing.• 

MINUS BUNTER- AL MOST/ 

B111Y Bunter opened the door or Study no. 1 on t he Re1X1ve pa.ssa,ie at Crey! rt ars , 
and looked In. That celeb r ated apartaent presented a restive appearanc e, am was ..ann 
and lnt lt.tng. A bright rtre was burning tn the grate , and the bunches ot holly Jtl l ch 
decorated the walls Indic a ted that Chrt stoa.s was near . 

The famous Five were at t.ea, am they all l ooked up at Bunter as hts rat race can 
ro\11d the door, his l~ e glasses refle cting the elec tr ic light . 

•Buzzl• said Bob Cherry. 
' Scu:11' aclded Johnny Bull . 
BWlter neither buzzed nor SCUdc2ed. He eMJe Into the study , clos i ng the door behind 

hlc:i. He looked lugUbrtous and for lorn, and RalT)' Wh.lrton eyed him curiously. 
•How the heck did that ra t Creak know tha t we have toast tor tea?• asked 8obi re­

tl ectlvel.7 . 'He tJJ.St have a nose lik e Sexton Blakets dog, PUnchlnello. • 
•Pearo ,• eon-eeUd Prank Nugent , grinn ing. 

~ 'Whllt ever Ule ttke •s name Is, Bunter's got a probos el s lik e a. But It ' s C?Jrlstoa..s 
t tati, so all doN'I, Fatty ,• said Bob, good-natUNdl.Y. •We' ll make tt a thanksgiving feast , 
you l:f!n.• 

•Gtvtng thanks tor v.bat?• decmded amt.er. 
•we break up toooITI>w, so ne shan ' t be seeing you again tor ncarl.Y a conth . I t' s 

on occasion tor thanksgiving.• 
•seas tl ' BlllY Bunter eas t a lack - lustre eye over th e ClOWlt a ln or but tered toast 

and t he st ack or slices or plum cake on the table , but he did not sit down tc,:-a mirent. 
Re sa id: •socie fellows think or nothing but grub. ' 

•'Ille)' do,• agreed Bob, ' and youtre one or thos e fello ws.• 
'Pull up a cha ir , and µli e In,' said Harry , hosp i tob l yf 'mic e rOOC! tor the honoured 

guest, Jomnf .11 

Bunter sot oown at U'ie r.Bble , but without the alacrity he usuaJ.lY showed N"len tood 
...as ln the picture . He tock a thick slice or t oas t Md cOTered It with Jan; then, to th e 
amz~nt or th e Jun tors , he sa t staring morosely at h1s plate , and imde no att ~ t to 
eat . 

Harry \ii1larton spotte wtth soine concern. •Wh:i.t' S up, Bunter ? Don' t tell us you' re 
not hungry.• 

Bunter shook hts head dole fully. 
•11n lost ey appetite , you fell ows. I've had awrul news, and t t •s tak en away 

even th e smll appetite I usual lY have.• 
•Ye godsl' CJJrmUred Nugent. 
The meal was Jorgotten t or th e c:ioc-ent. tr Bunter had r ece i ved news so bad that It 

made him dtst ncllned to ea t , sooettt fng ser ious C11St have happened, aoo th e famous Pl ve 
i,rere prepared to be syq>at.het le . 

•wtiat• s th e troubl' old fat mn ?1 enquired Bob. 
Bunt.tr blinked aD:S .:t1Uted. He drew a letter rrom hlS pocket . 
' HY mster 1 s 111, ' he explatned . •1 knew she hadn' t been " ell ror some days. ~ 

e tt emo on mt l ear.it tn Jate, tl'lll e you eMp.s were on Little Side - and I had this let t er 
fro m IIO' father. I ,;ant you to read 1t Karey , as you•re Iii)' best pal.• 

At any other tire Wharton "M>ul d have renounced his cte. l m to be i ng a , a1 or eunt er •s, 
bllt he sa id notht'* oow. Sllen t ).y he t ook tte l et ter , arx1 hls brows knitted as bl r ead 
It, 
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Headed •Buntct' Villa , Reigate ,• lt r.11 as ronows: 

• Dear Wi lli am, 
1 regret to t ell you that your rntb er ts no better, an:! 

t t s eem., that she has a Ntwn or her gastric trouble. She 
wlll be under D?dtcal care t or a ttu t!, and under th ese c trc\ln'" 
stances I have arranged tor Btss te Sld 6aa:uel to spend Chrlsta:e.s 
wt th Yotl' Ul'lcle Carte r at Folkest.one. FOf' some re Mon, your 
uncle Is not prepared to rece ive you as wen, but thts house of 
sickness Is no pl oce tor you. As you Informed me t hat ,o ur 
fr iend, Wharton, has r equested your col[Jlan,y for Chri stmas , It 
wlll be advisable ror you to go to hts hoa! lmedlate),y Crey­
trtars bre aks up for the vacation. No doubt he will be deltghted . 

Your atrec t tonate fath er, 

w. 6. Bt.M"ER.• 

Harry Whartoo was f roMltng , Wl1 he spoke restl esstr. 'Look here , Bun~ -·• 
•Let the other reu ows read I t. I want them to ,• sa id Bunter . 
The ot her fellows read rtr. Bunttr •s letter In turn. Frarik. Nugent Jlhlstled , Bob 

CheCTY gr inned ra tntl.Y , ruxl JohnnY Bull snor ted. Hurrce Stneh IIIJl"IIIW'ed.1 
1 11\e sorrowrul­

ness t s terr1t1c. • 
•so I cat!ll! to break the news to you,• sa id a..inter , pathet tcall)'. 
Harry Wharton stared at him fix edly. 
• You tat treak., Itt:1 sorry yo~roother •s 111, but I never a.*cd you to rrtl hotle tor 

Chris t mas - aru.l you know tt.• 
Bunter shO<X his head rep ro ach tul l.)'. 
•1 tcld you that P d turned dom a press ing lnvtta t lon tro1,1 O•Arc1 or St. Jtm' s to 

go t.o his anee stt3.l oome. ?1aUlY t>egge<I &JQ to go to HauJ.evertr Towers , but I wouldn ' t. 
J 'd proc tsed you . I assured you t hat I would tum up !or Chri stmas at WJ)arton Lodge - -" 

• And I assured you tha t It you did, a dead porpo i se would be t ound on t he doorst ep,• 
snapped Wharton. 

Bunt er sat tn sn ence tor a rew sec.coos, and th e Juniors were s tartled to see a 
t ear roll do'tfl a. rat check.. Bob ChetTY shirted unea.sllY on his cha.tr. 

•Don' t blub , old t at lolall." he sa id . • thlnStS ar c never so bad as t.hey s«m. Your 
mater "! 11 soon be bette r -• 

HaIT7 Wharton coq,ressed his llps - he felt that he W3S placed In on lm-ldlous po• 
st t ton. But the !attest fellow at Greytr lars had another SW"J)r lse to spr ing. 

*I r~ ut,' t at.her up thls attemoon - Q.iel chy l et :re use his phone ,• sa id Bunter , 
l"\l.bblng a grub by hand across hi s race. • 1 to ld my rat her th!l.t llflcn the mat er ts Ill ,~ 
place t s at bom. Naybe I cm c::heer bar up a bit, Md do a t ew things t o help about the 
house. o r cours e , we keep an army ot se, ,.ants , but still - • He broke orr , and es nobcxly 
cede any r eJo toocr , he "ent on: •so I Wll rove to d1S3PJ)Olnt ycu, Harry , old chap. 
I oan1 t go hare with f<,J. ror Christens a cto r all . tty fathe r cane round to :tJ:t point or 
vtew, but I should have gone home 1n any case. • 

•ct1111 lDJnlllred HarTY Wharton, blankl.1. 
HUM?ee SJngh r eached out a du.Sky hand , and patt ed Bunter on the s houl der. Re said , 

sottiy: •1t1.e sen t lC>ent s ot U\e esteemed Bunt.er are pr aise worthy, and, as the Englts.h 
pronrb sa,s •A k lndf ul heart ts or tl'lre ruue th an an unklndtul coronet .,• 

&inter looked woefully at the untouched sli ce ot toast on hi s plate. He blew ht a 
nose vtolant!y , and anoth er tear tolled down hts cheek . 

•You f ellows won•t bel!eve t t, but Jt ve been a bit se l tt sh at t1me1,• he aambled, 
11fllle the Famous flve gazed at h11:1 In "°nder. •But now th e mater• s 111, ttts dt rr erent . 
I'm her son , atter an , aln 't I? NY pl ace Is near her thin she's 111, a tn• t It ?• 
...... , • t t M ls, .Mold .. tt8'1, 1 .• sa ld..ffarry .. Wharton, .he . .-tll)'. •Tou•re .. dot~, . the ,,rlght .. thtng, •. o.t . 
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course.• 

• nie doct or s wortc 1'10nclcrs th ese da,s , • put. tn ~'ugent, 
The Co vie wed Bunter w1t.h a respect the1 had never felt ror him befo re ,. I t was 

a chonge to see hi m thinkin g or anyone but Wllllac George Bunter . 
1 1 know how dtsappotn t td you r eel ,' .sald Bunter. 
'lbl' 
•But you unders tand , don1 t yoo?• 
•or course.• Harry Wharton rose mntullY to the occasion. •Maybe, soci,e tt aie In 

t h& tutUN , !'hen your moth er 1s bett e~ -· 
Bunter shook his head . 
•1 cm ' t th t r*. or MYthlng like that Just"°" • lo.'ha.rton. J c:wn. be get ting along , 

1 •m not hungry, and so l ong as you don 't think I 1ni l et tin g Y<JJ down--• 
•Not at all ,' gasped Harry. 
•That's an rt g,ht then.• Bunter rcse to his feet. 'Jtll Just t !fte thU sUce or 

ja::i am toas t ,rl th ii2 , but l' o going to bed no'l'I, QJelch has given a! permiss ion to go 
hoa! earlY tn the mm Ing-• 

•Good ror you, old bl adder or l ard,' sa i d Bob, 
'Pe rMps 1•11 tak e n chW'lk. or cat e , too - but I've real ly got no apr,ct 1t e .• 
Bunt er seiz ed the sltcc or to as t tn one rat paw, and a large piece of cMe In th e 

other. Hun-ee S ingh opened th t: door . End the Owl or Ule Rero ve left th e study. Art er 
the door had clos ed behlod hi e , the f amus F'tve stared e.t ono another ln soD!tht ng 
l ike awe. 

' Did yw ever?• bre a tlled frank Nue:ent. 
'HardJYevcr . • agreed Sob. '111 frl t:nds . soaifflere beneath his toos or rot that 

benight ed bloa t er has a str eak or dei.:t!OC)'. It seeii.s too good to be true.• 
'I t probably ts , • grunt ed Jotll ny Bull. 

It was eventr.g , thre e days l a t er . DJMer N:tS over, and the F'a....ous Fiv e were 
decora ting a Chrlstna.s Tree In t he lounge a t Whartoo Lodge, ,ti.en Wells cao:: to th ee 
with hi s st<lt c l.Y t read. There was a gl!!ll.'1Cr tn hi s e:,es. 

•ttast C:r Harry, there ts a vi sito r ror you. A stou t yoq gentl en'.lll by th e naoe 
or Bwit er - • 

1 8unt er t• F'tve voices spoke the naJ:lE! In unlsm . 
1 1 1oy, you Co.:llows. • 
8111.y Bunt er ro lled In. Me ms be.:imtng. He put clown the soon suttcas ehe was 

C:uTYlng, am peel ed ort his overcoa t, 
•I found t was abl e t o sper:d Chri s t.ms with you a t te r .:111,1 he annoW1Ced, 

brt>C:zll.Y, He t urned to th e butl er. •J act r<:.:.¢1 for a oe.:i.l, Wells , at~r v::, col d 
Journey. Not hing c11ch - Just a eold chicken , a. pound or hno , sol')Q pickl es, socie pa t e 
de to l e gras , and a dozen mince pies - pl us cortee . I'll hav e socethl~ aire subst an­
tial 1at<.r. • 

•I wil l gi ve Instructi ons tor a meal to be prepa:rcd t or you, s ir, • gasped Wells. 
He S'fiaC away, Ill g]. lcn: r ciore pronoWlCed In his eyu. 

•1n th e mids t ot o.ll th e fes t i vities at Bunter Cou:-t I r imec.bercd )'ow- pre ss 1ng 
1nvlt.ltl on to me,• pw-suoo Bunur . ·~ l)al'ent s 'M!N! vu ; disQ4lpolnt ed, espec lallY as 

we have a host ot vtsttlr .g noCtllty , as we ll as two or th e pr i nces , at my hooe. But I 
telt that I couldn ' t dis appoint cy- old pals. So here I am.• 

Wharton was g<!Zlng at h la lik e a f ellow In a dream. He said , he lpl essly : •But 
WMt about YQur oothl'r7 1 

•The cat er •s better now, thank you, Harry· so I te el Jwtltted ln spend ing 
Ch,rtsto:i.s un(h!r your hwri>l e root.• Bunter waved a podt)" hand In th e a ir . • I rec alled 
YotD' la st 'NOrds to ce. You sa id 'As soon as ycu-ai.te rts bet.t er , you rust coae to Cl! at 
Whart on Lodge .' l hope 1 10 not the t e ll ow t o torget su:h ai appeal rran s:, best pal. 
Yo\l' cnasty old Uncle Is Just pa)'lng ~ taxi rnre rro111 Wt dord station - Jn r:q has te, I 
left, , aq~ note-c ase .. on ... the ,,t'NO- huoored-gutnea .. t eleTls l on .conso le a t ., Bunttr Court . , ... 1,,..,.,,,,,. 
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came o.w.t:t just as t stood, but you ir.cn sm lend me SOl3:! cl othes . I've seen the ol d 
fn.DtlP-· 

"Whatl11 

• 1 me31, I've seen your dear old .lunt ·J.rq. She wept 4 ltttl e Nl:en she saw me. She 
so l d t:o me •Thank goodness you•ve -!O~ , ey deor Bunter. Harry wlll have a happy Chrts t­
res arter all. Cod ble ss You, bey1u 

Bob Cherry thl' cw ht i:aelt into an aJTilChalr , .1nd kicked his heel s . He burst Into a 
roar or laughter. 

Wbarton•s frown reloxfd. He grlMed , Ule gr in became a lough, and tn o. o:xrient he 
was echot~ 6ob' s roar o: aiITtnent. F'l'ank Nugent, Johnr.y Bull , nnc:I Hurrce Singh jo ined 
1n, Md the old raft ers ot Wharton Lodge r~ "tth boytsh al rth. 

•Look here , you fellows , 1 don' t s~e a,nyth tng to neigh about .• 
Blll.Y Bunter snorted with tncHr.natt on. 
Bob Cherry wiped h i s eyes. 
•nt.at f at bluebottle will be the dc~th or oe ,9 he gurgl ed. He disso lv ed Into a 

fresh paroxysm of }aught .:r. He llllS still l o.u.ghtng rhen Wells caoe to mnounce that 
Bunter's iro.'.ll. was reedy in the dining room.. 

Ard, whether because or or 1n sp ite ot Bill y Bunter , lt was o Y\:ry Joyous Yuletid e 
at Wharton ~e . 

* * * * * * * * * 
OUR Cl!RISTM..'5 COMP;.'!'ITION 

We invite you t o print the l et te rs of the words II H A H T O N 
L O D G E on a postcard . Then, uning each as the initial letter for 
an adj ective , write down the tt>;elve odjectives which you consider most 
suita),le to describe Harry ilhart on ' s home. For examples , you might 
give \.'ELL-BUILT for your 11; HO~:ELY for your H: ARTISTIC for your A; 
and so on, using every lot t er in uwharto n Lodge. 0 

J.\r . Fronk Richard ' s hi=elf has sent u::; the 12 adj ectives which 
he considers the most appropriate , and Nr •. Richards ' list is locked 
in the Edit orial desk. The r eader who s ends in the greatest number of 
adjectives as used by Hr. Richards , will be adjudged the winner . 

FIRST F!UZE: Tho neuly-publis hed Guinea cdi ti on of 
"Bo.:,rd and Table Games" by R. C. Bell . 

S"'°ND PRIZE: ;,. sp l endid high-gloss photograph, 9" x 
~ ", sui ta bl e for framing , of the 
picture on tho cover of this Christmas 
number. A l ovel y souvenir you will valu e . 

The Edit or reserv es the rieht , in the event of a tie , to llnend 
th e pri ze-li st or add t o same. You many send in as many entri es as you 
wish, but no a lternativ es are permitted in any single ent ry. One cl ue 
to help you: Mr. Richards has used a hyphened word for his "II'' and for 
his 11T11• Please, postc ards only, and don 't f orget to wri te your name 
and address on same. Only one attem pt should be made on each postcard , 
but entrants who make more than one a t tempt can encl ose all the cards 
in one envelope . CLOSING Jli,!rE: December 18th; """'"""""'"""""""'"'"'""'---· ··"-"'""'" 
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CHRISTM;.S :IUl!BER UllIQUE 

By ',/, 0. G. Lofts 

Greyfriars fans who are fo rt unate enough to possess large 
coll ections will no doubt be turning once again to th e Xmas Numbers 
t o read during the fe sti ve season. Early ones were "Billy Bwiter ' s 
Christms Dream" (1909) and "lhmter ' s Bust-up" (1910). A little 
l at er we had "The House on t ie Heath" ( 1916); and all these s t ories 
are proved t o have been writte n by Mr. Charl es llacilton . 

"The Greyfriars Christmas Party" ( 1918) was wri tte n by John Nix 
Pentel ow, t he war - ti.l!le edito r, while a sto ry with a Chris tmas setting , 
"The Mystery of Wharton Lodge," ·mtten much l ate r in early 1928, is 
r eenroed by some collec t ors as a non- Hamilton t ale , and the actual 
author ship is awaitin g confirmation by myself fro m off icial quarters. 

These are just a few of the Xmas stories which we have enjoyed 
reading in the past , but I wonder how many r eaders will tum t o the 
i ssue for Xl:ias 1920, No. 672, entitled "Harry Wharton' s Trust . " The 
edi tor described this as a 20 ,000 word Xons school s tory , end I cannot 
recall the tale ever being mentioned before in eny collecting mo.gazine. 

In the 1949 C.D. i.nnual, t hat expert on th e works of Charles 
Hamilton, John Shaw, included Mngnet No, 672 in his lis t of substi ­
tute sto ries , but I fear t hat Jo!m was wrong in stating t hst this 
story was not by Mr. Hamilton. Events have proved that it was penned 
by too recl Frank Richards . 

Even the most r eliab l e Rog,,r Jenkins , in his ar t ic l e in t he 
1955 ilnnual , entitled "Those Blue and llhite )lagnets," did not think 
i t worth mentioning this story , He may have been misled by John 
Shaw's list , or he may not have had a copy of the story available for 
referen ce. In any case , Rog,,r did not claim t o r eview every sto ry 
that was published • 

.I. former chief edito r of the Hagnet, on the st aff in 1920, t old 
me he could remember this number quite well . He read the proofs of 
"Harry llharton' s Trust , " and it was certainly a Hamil t on tale . 
Memories can be faulty of event s of 40 years 880, but I have si nce 
recei ved official confirmation from Fleetwey Publications . 

The reader may wonder how an expert like John Shaw could be 
misled in t his case , but several reasons ar e possib le . Fir st, it was 
rath er e run- of- th e-mill tale , Secondly, and I think the most likely 
reas on, is that John was Disled by a Greyfriars sto ry in the Popular 
of that · week. This was "Christmas at Bunter Court" (No. 101, new 
series) , writ~en by G. R. Samweys - but t he edi tor added the follow ing 
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pare.graph at the end of this sto ry: "So the juniors left for Wharton 
Lodge , nevor dreamin8 of the adventure that was to befall thsn ere 
they saw lls.rry llbarton • s home." 

This piece was added obviously to give th e impressio n t hat this 
sto ry and that of the ""8,tet were by the 881118 write r. 

The opening chapter of "Barry Wharton• s Trust" shows the Famous 
Fivo and Bunter in o rsilwa,y ca.rri"89 on their va,y to Whorton Lodge, 
pres\.Dlled ( tho"8P not mentione d) to hovo come from Bunt er Court. The 
trein i s w-ecked, ttw:rugh tte j uni ors are not trurt , except for the nor­
r.ial lamentati ons of Bunter, which prove to be !als o. An injured moo 
gives llharton some valuable pepers to deliver t o Mr. G. F. Kerr of 
Edinburgh. A rogue in the plot makes seve ral attempts to steal the 
papers. After n series of adventures, Harry Wharton, accompBnied by 
Bob Cherry ( the rest of th e Co. had gone to Wharton Lodge) saf ely 
deli vers th e papers to Mr. Kerr, who turns out t o be th e fath er of 
Kerr of tho St . Ji.m' s Fourth. Figgins nnd Fetty Wynn arc also intr<r 
duced int o this tal e, which takes th e re ader thr ough Carlisle and the 
north of &,gland t o Edinburgh , where se veral fomous landmarks are 
mentioned. .t. theme of which Cmrles Hamil t on was ford - to educat e 
ns well ns ant ertsin , his r eaders . 

Another int eres ting point at th e end of the story is th e mention 
that llhart on, on hi s va,y back, has to pick up Jack Droke and Dick 
Rodney of the Benbow. The next genuine Grcyfriars story to appear in 
t he ~loi!net was No. 682 "Thin Bunter , " in which Drake and Rodney pla,yed 
subs tantial parts . They hod spen t Xms at Whorton Lodge , and l ater 
arrived at Greyfriars in st ori es writt en by Mr. Hamilton in t he 
soperote "Greyfriars Herald , " though readers of the l'"'lJllet who did 
not r ead the Greyfriars Herold must have wondered holi th ~y arrivod at 
Greyfri.ars . 

(EDITCR •s llOTE: "Tho llyst ery of Wharton Lodp,e, " to which ref erence 
is made in this inter es ting article , i s th:, st ory of Ralph, the gipsy, 
mentioned in this month •s "Lot ' s be Controv ersial . " 

lie, ourselv es , are surpris ed to le arn thnt any reader has ever 
doubted that this was written by Charles Hamil ton . Ve , also , have 
always reco¢zed "Harry 'Whe.rton' s Trust" as a genuine story , tho"8P , 
as l'!t-. Lofts point s out, it was just a little pot-bo iler . It was a 
per iod of pot-boilers for Greyfriars and St. Jim's. For the time 
beil'l8, the s tream of Mr. Hamil ton ' s best wor k was turned away from 
th e ""8,tet and the Gem.) 
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LET'S BE COllTROVERSW, 

(In this series Eric Fa,yne touches on certain matters of interest to 
students of the Hamilton J>lpers, He gives his own views superficially, 
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions , on the topics he 
discusses , he will summarise readers ' vie,,e: in a future is sue.) 

No, 45, CHRISTMAS ;..T IIIWl'TON LODGE 

Frank Richards must love Christmas - Christmas of the real old ­
fashioned kind , with snow thick over the meadow, holly and mistletoe 
and J>lper garlands in profusion indoors, plum puddings and mince pies 
in the dining room, a blazing l og fire in the grate of the ancestral 
hall, warmth and kindliness in the family circle, and, in the heart, 
thought for the poor and lonely at too season of good- will - an ever­
present remembrance of the deeper meaning of Christmas . Only a man 
who loves Christmas could write about it as Frank Richards has written 
of it, 

\lllile we gl ow when we recall those wonderful Chri stmases at 
CaVlllld!J.e Abbey, Mauleverer Towers and Reynham Castle , I think that 
most Magnet reader s loved Christmas to be enjoyed at Wharton Lodge. 
There was something about \lharton Lodge at Christmas time - something 
festive and real and delightful . 

The first really traditi onal Christmas at the Lodge - and the 
first of the lia€net 's really great Christmases - came in 1927, follo w­
ing Bunter ' s "Christeas Carol" adventure, Bunter befriended Ralph , 
the gipsy , in a granrt . story, and t oo holiday party was still at the 
Lodge for the opening sequences of the Eri c Gil more series , Wells 
had not then been introduced . The butler was 1/adhom. 

Two years la t er, Christmas 1929 was spent at Wharton Lodge , in 
th e middle of too Courtfiold Cracks= series. The incomparable llells 
now took his place in the hall of fame, Christmas 1929 full,Y establi ­
shed Wharton Lodge as a place for a wonderful Christmas , and the at ­
mosphere of the snowy season was brill iantly presented , Who can fo r­
get tha t delicious moment when Bunter yawns loudly during the procress 
of the eeri e ghost story which Colonel Wharton is relating in the 
flickering light from the fire? 

Now a gap of three years brings us to Christmas 1932, Wharton 
has jus t ceased being a rebel, and Mr, Quelch has graciously accepted 
on invi t ation to pass a few days of his vacation at the Lodge, there­
by providing t he necessary setting for the start of the Jim Valentine 
series 
............... }ext .. year,_ 1933, .... another merry Yuletide at . the ... Lodge, ... with .... ,, ...... 
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Bunter, no longer a welcome visi t or , hiding in the attic . A bril l iant 
series with su perb atmosphere nnd characterisntion. 

The Magnet presented two more Christmases at llharton Lodge - 1938, 
when a peculiar cigarette ouse provided an element of myst ery , and 1939 
with the siniste r Mr. Lamb hovering in th e snowy background , 

Those , then , are th e Wharton Lodge Christmases, and it is more 
t han l ikely that many of us look t hem out each year to enjoy again at 
Christmastide , They can be read ogain and again , al weys fresh and full 
of joyousness . 

Onco or twice, s ince the war, Frank Richards has given us a Chri­
stmas at Wharton Lodge , the most memorable being th e 1959 st ory "Bunter 
Comes for Christmas ," This year, sad t o s tate, he has not gi ven us a 
Christmas story, Maybe we shall be lu ckier next year, 

For me, at l eas t, th ere is no Christmas like a ilharton Lodge 
Christmas. 

It' s just my point of vi ew! llhe.t ' s yours? 

CONTRO'mlSliL i,X;HOIB 

No, 43, FULL CIRCLE 
HARRY BRCSTERa I agI"(!P. with you th :,t Rookwood Is t he irost suttabl e or all the schools 
f or" pre sen~ tl on fn Knockout~ I have always lik ed t he Rookwood yams , because I reek.on 
Jt~ saver ls the best dr:?N'I schoolboy l eader. He h.."\S oll th e Qunl.ftl es possessed by 
tom Hen-y, Wharton, Cout'tncy, et c., and , besides , has a well-deve loped shrefc1ness 3nd 
sense or obscno.t ton. KDockout s~ems an excell ent comic, o..s, apill't rroc Rook.11tOcxl, th ere 
are It em remind.Ing us or th e ol ~tt !D!! comics. t e.grce that th er e t s not mch dtrrerence 
between Knockout or 1960 OM o. comtc or 1913. Hy onIY co~ l at nt ts that t.'le R<>CIOCod 
stor ies arc too Short. Wtll they catch on? Wtth us, ¥ho love the yorn.,; we read C13l'l.Y 
years ~o - yes. Wit h th e present youthl'ul public - I have my doobts . 

ANm£W LAlD1AN. You comient that :;pr lnkllng clots Md twerps through a Rookwood sto ry 
ls 1hd1ng the ltlY "1th cheap gtlt . How truel In any case , the ei:presston ' tMrp " 
ts pretcy ol d-fashi oned tn t96o, 800 It never WM n very choic e t.erm. It lowers the 
tone or t he stories wtl.hout acb tevtng en.y purpose . 

GEORGE SEl.LARS· I th ink Xnock.out t s tJte best or today ' s po.pers. It rectnds DI! or some 
or tll e old Pl"l'-tlfar papers - Comic Lir e, Lot ~ , et c. I belJ eve that the RClOk"M:>od 
st or ies wt ll be a .tlllccess. I l ook forward to Wednesdn,s no,r ror Knockout, as , years ago 
I looked fonm'd to Wednesdays tor the Gem. 

TOH P(llTER.. In 'Full Circ l e' you write : • It depends a good deal on ho,t Rookfood Is 
pNsen ted, 1 Very true l 1bc success or the e.z:pertt'l!nt al.so depends on how we or ttie 
Hobb.t edVertt se and boost th e Knockout. tr we buy tt ourselve s , tr we talk about tt , tr 
we tell our chll ctren about It , tr we wrt to to Ute Edito r about tt, • • I eoulel go on, but I 
think you will p<.'I'Cetve Wt t am getting at. You ywrseH wrote ~a ln ~ aga in t.o an­
other edit.er years ago - end nre n•t we glad ma gra t erul tor your campaign t.heD. There 
mQ' be some C>O will be grat.Erul to us tn 1990 tor ht we do t.oeltO', We han an 
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365---· ······-opportunity 9'l lcb we shoUla setz.e. Let ts not see t.htst RookllOOd rtprlnta fade rM:J:f 
lib \he GoldhaM. boob: . 

COii or IW'IILTONIAH.l 

tr-. Hinks and YCll"k -.:re COCl)ltt.e s U-angErS. They had not been a.sa0tlat..ed ror 
C3IO' years. Under h.lppter ell5p1ces, 8111 Rlnks e i ght haft been a Cabi net tUntate r or­an ornor:ient ot tb e Ch'll Service , but a.t a catter or lad tact, hi tl\S neither . He w:a.., 
a tnq,I 

(sent In b)' Don Webstt!r, Liverpoo l ) 

1he cool wtro blew on his race as he cam Into the street. lt rdrtsbed htc , 
aft.er th e hea t and ucl t ecient or \.he casino . He llillked d<>M lh e atreu ., glad t.o be 
alone , Where he WlS coin« , Wt he '°' going to do , be did not know; onl)t be knew 
t hat he llllS net going baCk t o t he Ve~r.itth 1s Vill a - he was done wlth Vernon-Sm ith, 

This N..1S Ms ctr l st Cla.3, 81\1 It was hi s own twl t, and he knew It .now, In ta.r­ote England ~eat Md Bob Chel'T)' , JOMl'IY Bull w HUJTte Slrc,h were perhui,s thinking 
ot the ir absent ch\111, sony tor Ms abSence, sar, t<r t he headstron& teq,er t.hot had 
cm.ased lti -.xrjer tna perhaps, how he 11.\S genl~ on with the Bounder. W. thi s ,c.s 
H3.rT)' Wh.lrton•s Clrlst.aul 

( Have you a t aVOlZ'lt e GD1 CJ' HmlLTOHIANA? It 509 jot It mM on .s pos tcard aR1 send 
t o the Editor, st aUng th e swrce of the n tract. Boot 1ouven1rs art e-.rded COt' al l 
It em fourll su it able fer public ation In this coluai . ) 

•PtN:K- bns been IIWttng Its ON'I Cabinet . Tart ou., celebr i t ies a t•J rw their .,1, ,.1 
or how theJ wi ll cal"l'Y on t.helr ne,, re apon.slbllltt u . frank Rlch.lrds, sel ected as 
t11nt1te.r or f'.ducatl on , contrtWt.ed a dtllght tul articl e, tllustrn '4d b7 c. e. Chapcan , 
1n \.be Issue dated No'ftt:ber 9th . Clever 01 wtt tJ , bubbl Ing wlth tlDJu:" , It. r:oae c l e.31' 
tn t nry ert ernscen t line the t act t hat scho l ars , all aYer the country, will wet con» , 
"1th open an:1S , th e nl'W Hlntster or l°.d?XSotlOn In tbe person ot th e f8111Clus autho r . 

For Ulree week.I, fro m otO-NoYeobtr, there 11 :a dtsp llO' ot Old Boys' Books, or-­
aan l aed b)' the Yl etcrt a P31.ace Bunt.tr ahow, tn one of th e windows or Fo71e1s tn 
Chorlna; Cross Road. The di splay Is grca tl.1 enhanced by th e add I tt on or soe2 of t hose wordertul cut-out rtpures , constructed b)' our ON'I Robert Hortlmer , ot the Creytr t ora 
choracters . It ts attrae ttrc amy s lr;tlt.seers in theae pre~ ts tau weeks . 

Don1t forget tha t our party •l s l t1 the Vtctcrte Palace on Sai.\l"'da, afternoon , 
J4J'IU&J")' 7th• to see *Bill.I Bltnt RtS SWISS ROLL. • Stats can be t>ocked through Ult 
Edit or or thi s oe.gazlne , otxi cost l 2/6cl. C<:iwe alo118 and Join th e tun. 
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CHRIST}!AS GREEJ'INGS rnor1 GREYFRllRS 

.By Edward Davey 

WILLWI GEXJRGE BUNTER 

111 always like to be kind and generous t o people who, through no 
fault of their wn, are not wecl.thy and o.ris tocrat i c like me, so long 
as t hey are not cheeky; end so I wish you all t m best for Christmas. " 

ooit:. Billy 8unter , the •rat Cl,il• er Creytr tars , vartous}y 
deacrtbed as a· 'Bioated Burgl ar, • a •rat F'raud,• a 
Podgy Pirate.- aoo '1t ttmes as a •rat , r00211ng, CUnkY 
freak.• Otten ret en-ed to as 1 0l d Fat ttan.• 

~ - The Chinese Removitc. 

"A velly melly Chlistmas. What you tinkee ?" 

HURREE JAJ.!SET Ri,M SINGo 

"Mey th e merr ifulness of the nbsurd nnd ludicrous Christmas be 
t errific ; 31ld even more terrific th o happifulne ss of th e esteemed and 
execrable New Year. It is a loneful lan e which hes no honourabl e and 
ridicul ous turnin€s; nnd may those in t he ;iew Year be many and gladful . 

il so may th o glowfulnes s of the radiMt nnd beaut eous Sumer Suns 
over Land and Sea ba terrific." 

tmt. The Ind tan Prince Schoolboy, vno le.:rnt his f)igl!sh 
under the best nattn tutors tn Bhantpur. Nowadays 
kno'll'I as •Jnky9 but formerly •Jan:pot• and at least 
once 'HUM")' Ja:ipot Inky Darkness. • 

~ - "Gossy," the School Port er; elde r ly, crebby and workshy . 

"Wot I sos is this ' ere , I wishes you a merry Chrimuss ; but its 
a dog' s li fe I l ead ' er e. Wot you folks se e in this blinkin g school I 
co.n't think; nothing but work, work, work from morning to night, wit h 
a lot of young rips who ort er bin drownded at birth , a plaguing of a 
man' s l ife out of 'im ell the time." 

BILL LODGEY •s tip for c pros perot:S New Year -

Purple Peter for the 2 . 30 at Wapshot . 

Mo8llet No. 1486. "The Ro.seal of the Remove." 

tm'E. 8111 Lod.gey ls a beery bookr:nker with heOOquarters 
at the 1 '11'1ree Fishers ,• a trows:y and dtsre putable 
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rh'ersl de lM near S'reyt rt ars . Btr lctlJ out ot 
boWlds , but vi s it ed surreptt tl ouslY by the • Bad P.atS­
~f th e school, 1'tlo risk citsgraee and expulsion rcr 
dingy blackguardtsm, usually bY br eaking dormtto ry 
boUnds In the la t e evening. 

JACK JOLLY & CO. of ST. Sl,Jl' S would wish you will hnve n grate ti.Joo 
at Xmc.s, wit h l ots of t erkey, plum pooding , nnd shem poin . 

t«)TE. St . Sam•s t.s al cost as farc ical a.s •Whacl:oi' 
- The sto r ies cont ained many brea thtaki ng pens • 

.. . ........ , ..... ., .. ,,.,_. __ ,, ...... .. ............... _ .............. . M .. -0 ............ _... . .. ... _ .... _. _. .. .. .. . ............ ~ ..... . . .. ....... _ .. ,,_,,.. ..... . ... . ............... . .,, .. ,,.,. 

WANTED: 1 MACNETS1 398-lt>4, 4()6,,,410, Z.12, 41}, 415, 416, li18 .. lt20, ~2 , W , ~ . 429, 
13T,"T.Js, "41, i.47, "53, 165, 1,51, 470, "32, t,85, 161-494, 496-186, 501-505, 532-534, 
536, 537, 539-541, 51!), 551, 558- 561, 563, 568-570, 578, 582, 586, 589, 590, 600, 617, 
6JIJ, 682, 705, 700, 7(1), w . 7>7, 739, 71/J, 76o, 761, 763, 719, ace, 899, 960--963, 
1011, 1013, 1ce7-29, 1035, 1112, 1130, 1139. •1Jl31 384, 389, m, 451, Li59, 545, 551, 
•tu1S1US1 1, 2, 3, s, 6. s. o.LS. 116, 169, n o, 190, 2C6, 224, 226, 228, 230, 234, 
258, 268, 272, }17. 
FOR EIC»AHGt: ' ~GNET'S9 L,24, 566, 594, 595, 6o}, 61J7, 635, 639, 658, 7l1, 713, T/8, 
~. 955. Would sw.-i.p F'eOO Serl es 247-254 ror good ott er tr-om above wants. 
TOOHPSON, 53 W:.u.J.SEY PARK, BEU'AST, 14,. 
•-""""" ''"'"'~- ... -"'"'""'"'"" _ _..,o,-"~"-"'" ........ - .... - ...... ,, .... ,,_, __ . _____ ,_"""•" •"""_ '_ ...... ,_ .. ,,.,,..,, ................. ,..,,,..,,, 

t1)CERN BOY wanted: 2 - 4, 115, 118, 116, 147, ltB, 150, 152 - 157, 159 .. 164,. 166 - 181, 
m-=,w. 194 - 196, 200, 202, 203, w1, 2Cll, 212 - m. 239 - 2W., 331. 
00. R. WILSON, 100 BRc:>CK'IEl.D ROAD, GLASCCM, N. 1 • ............. -, .... -.......................... ._ ................................. -........................ ,-.,-........ --............................ , .. -........................ ,. ............. .. 
~ sexton Blake Librari es. 1st ser ies Nos. 11, 17, }7, 105, 109, 111, 198, 201, 
219, 2nd serl es Nos. 293, 296, }a) , t.22, 474, 495, 520, 667. lkl1on J!lc.ks Nos, 689, 691, 
693, 695, 102, 10,. 7"-', 111, 111, 121, 725, m, r1, , 740, 785, 786, m. 788, 789, 790, 
791, 793, 798, 800, 802, 803, 809, 811, 813, 814, 818, 819, 820, 1041, 1~4 . 1096, 1390. 
HRS. J . PACKNAN, Tl /,RCKDALE ROAD, EAST DUUHCH, I..CMX)N, S. l:;.22 -....... ., ....... _______ ,,_ ............................................ ,..,,,. ...... _ ... ___ ... , ... , .................................. ~,,--, ............................... . 
~ s .o.Ls 42, 65, 66, 162, 257, 2~ , 259, Your pr ice plus postage pald . The 
advertl ser has sate s . o.t..s, Nelson Lees , Gees and Hllgnets tor enh ange onlY. 
BRIA."f HOLT, BRITISH DIBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICfl..AHD • 

.... - .. , .. -·-·-· .... . ... . .. . ......... __ ,_,,. , .. ...... , .. . _.,. .... . ...... - .... .... ,. , - ... -, ......... - .... - ............... , .. .. ... ,. ... . ...... _ ... . .. . .. , ......... h ............... .. ....... . 

WANTED: Gem, Hagnets, Populars , ln blrxung concHt ton. Keenest prl ces to 
tciKER OBINSOH, CL!Pf PA.i'ILI~ , HERNE BJ.Y • . _ .. , ... __ , .. -. .... ,_ .................. --.. ·-·,,-.... ~ ..... ,,,.,_ ......................... ___ ,._,.. ......... _. , .... _._, ................... ., ............... ,,, ..... .. 
~ H.agnets , s .o .Ls, or Creyrrtars , Rookwood, Grti::isl ade, St. F'rank•s . f or Sale 
2vols. or tbe Engl.Uh Illus tr at ed Hagat. lne 1~ , Green Roana Book 19(6. 'll - each plus 
po.stage extra . 65 BDfflW1 ST'RfXr, SElJ'AST. 

~ ot 883 Hagnets tor sale . Years 19(:e ( 14 onl.Y), 1912, 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, 
T9IT;-T919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1m , 1928, 1929, 1930, 19}1, 19321 
1933, 1939, 19lt>. COOO!t lon excellen t {apart rrom about SO 'fltlt~h could be described as 
•good'} C011;>lete list s on applica ti on. Will l«l'T' sell separately, Pri ee 14()0 doll ars. 
BEASLEY, 1244, F.SQJIMAtl..T

0

6TREl:T, .. \EST .VAHCOUYER,, 8.C. , .. CANADA . ................... __ ,...,, ......................... .. 

WANTED TO BUY: Sollld volumes pre-1936 re-pri nt Cot'l. State prl &e. Write I.tr Hall. 
CKARLtS VAN REml , BOl 50, UITDffl.ACE, SOI.ml AFRICA. 

•H, .. OHNO""' '""'_, ___ OHH"""" "" '"'H"'""""' "'""H''"'""-"~'N"H'"'-'"'_" ......................... , ..................... __,. .. .,., .. ,,.,., .. .,,,,. ....... ,,,,,,,,,,, .. .. 



Conducted by JOSEPEIHE P •• CIOWi 
27 Ar chdale Road, Eaat Dulwich , London, S. E. 22. 

THE 
!LSKED c:ii"oLLERS 

This seasonable 
s t ory , wit h illust r at i orn 
by Eric Parker , i s 
wri tten by Gwyn Evens 
a t his best . In i t, in 
company with Sexto n 
Bl ake , Tink er end Pedro , 
we f in d our old f r iends 
Spl ash Page end Jul i us 
J onos playing a promin­
ent" part . Mrs. Bardell 
too , is well t o t he fore 
wit h pl enty of her de­
ligh t ful 'babbl :ings •. 
In deed , the spotli ght 
can be said t o be well 
end tru ly on dear ol d 
Mart ha Bardell ! Inci ­
dentall y , in this issue 
Mrs. Bardell is featured 
as No. 4 of t he u .J . 
Por trait Galle ry -
excellen t ly drawn by 
Er ic Parker . 

I r egre t I haven • t 
th e s pace at my disposal 
to describe the pl ot of 
t he sto ry , but t hose of 
you , who, like myself , 
enjoyed Gwyn Evan I s 
work in t he U. J. and 
S.B . 1. are missing some-

...... -....... ,_ ...................... ~ ......... ., ...... .., ........................................................................................................ , .................................... , ........................ . 
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thing if you haven 1t read The Masked Carollers. 

I take this opportunity to thank those of yoo who have supplied 

me vi th material for Blakiana throughout the i:e,st year, and also to 

wish all ey r eaders a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healt hy and Pros­

perous !lew Year. 
JOSIE PACK!WI 

• * • * • 
SEXTOII BLAKE 1S CH!!ISTl·!l.S CASE 

By Eric Fayne 

In October Blakiana , Keith Chap,an suggested that, wit h the in­

troduction of the "new l ook, " the Sexton Blake Library shed its juvenile 

affiliations and becaoe an adult J8per. There is truth in Keith ' s 

oontention , though, in my view, the S.B.L. was never a children's pub­

licati on. In the old days , it could possi bly have been described as 

a boys' per i odical; but , I should have thought , boys over 14 years of 

age. 
I acbit that my knowledge of the S.B.L. is superf icial , but I 

have read many Blake stories in the past which could hardly fail t o 

entertain an adult who liked a good detective sto ry. The Pierre 

• Quixoule stories had clever plots , and were well -sTitten . In my view 

they would have been over the heads of youngsters under 14, 

The change, as I see it, is t hat some st ories are less of crime 

detection today, aoo. more of g,,neral adventure and intrigue . The sex , 

perhaps, is more highly spiced , but that is merely the trend of t he 

time in which we live , 
I have j ust received a most welcome gift trom New Zealand 

reader C..off Hockley - a generous gi ft of the Union Jack Christmas 

Double Number for the year 19:)9, This remarkable issue , priced at 

2d. consis ts of 60 p!ges, and contains an 8'.J,~word Blake story . 

The lengt h of the stocy - twice tho l ength of the average modern S. B. L. 

novel - is SO!ll9thing at which to wonder, when MY publisher today 

l ooks askance at a s t ocy of more than 50,000 words from MY but a 

well-established and popular author. 
That 19:)9 Blake stocy is entitled "Sexton Blake ' s Christmas 

Case,• though I have no idea who wrote it . Possibl y Blakiana can en­

lighten me.• I have read it - and, to ey surprise, greatly enjoyed 

it , It is a wordy stocy , sha!:lelessly padded, but th e padding chie fly 

concems Christmas , end does not bore. But vhat cla ss of readers read 

th e Union Jack at that t ime? 1 find this an in sol uable ,w:zle . The 

story is a ro!llllllce, pure and simple. Sentio:m t is heavy alld lush . A 
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:otory of marriage and inter-marriage. Really exciting action i s 
n egli gib l e . Jlel odrama unashamed, 

Certainly no child ever r ead it , and I can 't imagine any schoo l ­
boy , of any age , r eading it beyond the f ir s t page . Lik e the Lyceum 
dramas of years age, I think ' that young women or mat Mns would have 
adored i t for it s love sto ry, its pathos , its heMes and its villains. 

But who did r ead t he Union Jack in those days? I can find no 
answer to the question . • 

-sexton &lake •s Chrl s tlfl8S Case• u. J. No. 321 dated 4. 12.1 909 1 was wr-ttten by 1Ha.xwell 
Scot t' one or tbe most PoPUlar en(I prolific writers ot that tlm . J. P • 

..some years bef ore th e la st "ar I asked ~ father (m o had been on av id reader- or the 
u.J. from the ClaYS or hl s childhood) thls very questio n. He told me adol escents or 
both sexes or that time ' lapped up" thl s sort o f s t ory . Len P. 

* * * * * 
THE WIND OF CIIIJIGE 

(Part Two) 
By Mareyr et Cooke 

Al th ough lllBey Scotland Yard men have played th eir part in the 
Bl ake Saga , only Detective Inspec t or Coutt s has surviv ed th e cbonge 
fro m old to new-l ook S .B.Ls with all his r espect and loyalty to Blak e 
intact . Blake ' s relati ons with Scotland Yard were soirowhat strai ned 
in the ear l y days of the new- look owing to th e appointmen t of a Com­
missioner who desp is ed pr ivate detec t ives. For a whil e Coutts foun d 
himself in t he unhappy position of having to refuse informstion and 
help to one who had al ways been most gene rous in aiding him. Those 
days soon passec, however, and Blake now works in perf ec t harmony wit h 
Coutts , and with Superint endent Art hur Grimwald, a ste rn disciplinarian 
and a very fin e type of polic anan . He is , in eve ry sen oe of t he wor d , 
a cr edit t o th o For ce . Sorewd, effici ent, aus t er e , relent l ess in pur ­
suit of criminal s but essentially a humane person with many of the 
attribute s of the old Blake , Arthur Grimwald nei t her seeks nor needs 
Blake 's hel p in solving his csses . On th e contrary , he has been known 
t o resent Blake • s "interferenc e11 in a case when hi s services have been 
r etained by one of th e inte r estod parti es concern ed ; wd t o f orb id 
Blake to continu e an invest i ga t io n if he considers that the latt er' s 
unorthodox methods will pla co hiJD in ex tr eme danger . He believes t hat 
th e organised forces of Law and Order can do th e work better t han t he 
best private detectiv es and does not mind saying so t o Bl ake. Despite 
hia s t em manner , however, he tak es a fa t herly interest in Sexto n 
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Blake Investigations Ltd, 1 and has a deep affection for all its 
members. Be was grieved and troubled when circumstances forced him to 
arrest Tinker and l'.srion; worried enough t o jeopardise his position 
at the Yard by setting them free to help Blake to prove them innocent 
of murder. In the main Blake and Gri.,.,ald work well in double harness, 
each re specting the other 's intelligence, integrity a~d devotion to the 
cause of Just ice . 

'ihile it is true t o say that the modern authors have failed to 
creat e a great criminal they have created several great characters, of 
whom .l.rthur Grimvald is one and Eustace Craille another, This old, 
withered, chain-smoking Head of British Intelligence Services , who 
keeps the secrets of his own and other cruntries locked in his own 
prodigious 100mory rather than in the dusty documents which litter his 
off ice, is probably the ciost g,,nerally admired of all the new-look 
characters . Lil<e Kirby he has an eye for fe:ninine beauty and has a 
succession of lovel ;• secretaries , none of whom is allowed to stay 
l ong enough t o :earn his real business . Craille has a finger in every 
international. pie and agents in every qu,µ-ter of t he globe, He knows 
that in asking agents to work for him he is signing their death W8lTants, 
yet his personality is so strong , his grasp of any situation so sure, 
his organisat ion so wide-spread, am his ai;ents faith in him so com­
plete that they never refuse to take the ris.lal involved, lie employs 
Blake and Tinker wherever and whenever the need arises , He introduced 
Blake to Louise Pringle during var-ti.me when, unknown to herself , 
Louise was suspected of betraying a group of French resistance workers, 
Whil st finding the real traitor and proving her innocence Blake gave 
Louise, now his cocpany Secretary , till most exciting 48 hours of her 
life . 

Craille and Blake have a great respect for each other . Only 
once has the latt er questioned Craille ' s actions - when he learned 
that afte r borrowing Paula Dane for secretarial work Craill e had sent 
her OD a dangerous cission involving till Slave Trade, !lo-one was more 
relieved than the old man himself when Blake rescued Paula from the 
Slaver ' s yacht minutes before it was bombed out of existence when 
Craill e and Tinker smashed till organisation concerned. One of Craille ' s 
saddest moments, an! he has had many, came when he had to tell Blake 
that his once ne ' e:r-do-well but now refonned brother Nigel, also a 
Craille agent , had lost his life in an attea:pt to save Sexton •s own, 

Many characters have come, played their appointed roles , and gone 
again from the pages of the S, B. L. , but those of us who are old and 
tried readers never expected to see the day when two old favourites 

.. d•Jl8!1:Jd - Mrs • • Bardell 1 B\alce's wort_& housekee_pe3 ,am,.TinkJI:,,,,t he •.• 
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assis t ant who was a very part of Blake himself, The realisation of our 
l oss left us stunned . I can't say that it left us speechless because, 
in common with other r eader s , I had a great deal to say against the 
change . Mr, Baker assured me, hOll'ever, that Tinker was not l ost - mer e]; 
re sting for a whil e . Blake seemed a pale , weak travesty of himself 
wi thout the se two gr eat friends by his side , Tinker , we were t old, now 
had his own flat , lived his own life and had complete charge of all 
Blake ' s cases in th e north of &!gland ; yet when, aft er six months 
absence , he did r eturn, he seemed so out of t ouch with Blake and his 
affairs that we hardly r ecognized our former favourite , During the last 
two yea.rs, however, t he authors have made a fine character of our Tinker 
and I hope to do justice t o their work in onother artic l e about &!ward 
Carter - det ective. I feel that the present Tinker fulfills all the 
promise of his early youth, has become one of the grent characters of 
the new-l ook age and can become greater still , given time and oppc rtun­
i t y , Mrs, Bardell , whose weird and wonderful use of her native tongue 
gave me many hours of pleasure, was absent from the pages of the S.B . L. 
for a very long time . Blake l ived alone in a service flat in Baker 
St reet , a luxurious pent- house apartment which , despite its grandeur , 
seemed a poor substitute fo r the 1hame' which Mrs. Bardell made for him 
and for Tinker in the old Baker Street house , 

In th e ol d days this respectable, buxom and garrul ous widow used 
to infom Blake that clients had come to ' insult' him; indeed , on one 
occasion she announced that "a perished man had come to insult" him. 
Today clients are ushered int o his private office in Berke l ey Sqlllp'e 
by Blake ' s l ovely young r ece pti onist, Marion Lang. Marion is an inte g­
r al part of Blake ' s organisati on - Mrs, Bardell al ways remember ed that 
she was a servont , that between hers elf and her keen - eyed, reserved 
master exis t ed a wide social gw.f which coul d not be cr ossed and was 
not crossed until the day she disappeared from view 1n 1956. 

Then in July, 1957 Sexton Blake henrd a voice in Berkeley Square 
which di d not re sembl e t ha t of any nightingale, and, t hrowing all re­
se rv e t o the wind , r aced downstairs two steps ot a time to welc ome Hrs . 
:ilardell back into his c ir cle of ass ocia tes as bel oved fr iend and esteel!lal 
hel per . Mrs, Bardell, freed from t he burden of caring fo r an aged 
siste r, was equl!ll Y pleased t o resume "th e most congenital occui:ation" 
she had ever had - os doil.y help thi s time , not resident housekeeper , 
And os such she bas remained , r eliable, capable , humorous , understanding , 
loving and loved by them all ; her pre sen ce in his flot res t orin g that 
sense of a settled background which the old Blake possessed and the new 
Blake lacked . This is a YO\lll80r Mrs, Bardell , human enough t o r ead 
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Bloke' s peper over his shoulder while she serves his breakfast, to be 
an ardent admirer of a popular singer , and ready at all times to join 
in the f requent celebrations held at lllilke's fiat. In addition to 
'd oing for ' Blake and '!'inker she has taken threatened witnesses into 
the safety of her own home, and has acted ns assistant to Blake by 
trailing a woman suspect vi th all the skill and success of a profes­
sional detective . I. woman of many perts t his Mrs, Bardell, l oyal and 
discreet about Blake's aff airs yet toking a friend ly interest in all 
t hose vhom she meets, In fact, friendl iness and goodrill to all 
people is the motto of the new Blake or ganisation , Too outstanding 
qwµity of the new-look S.B.L, is the strong bond of affection vhi ch 
exists between the members of the Fim 1 and which their friends and 
associates outside the or ganisation feel for them too . \lqat fin er 
quality can man give t o man th"'1 goodrill? 

To lovers of Blake tales all over the vorld I send sincere 
greetings and wish them 'Good Reading'. To t he lliitor, ¥.r , ll. Howard 
Baker, and the authors whose works have given me so much pleasure 
during this year , t o Jack Trevor Story whose fa it h in my ability to 
write encourages me to do so, to the "two of us" who have become 11two 
of them" - Martin Thomas and Rex Dolphin - whose works (on which much 
of t his article is based) are such. a happy blend of the old and new 
styles ; to t he &iitor ial staff, artists , prin t ers and all those 
coanected wit h the S.B.L. I wish long life, success and happiness in 
all they do, 

To every r eeder of the C. D. I wish peace and proaperi ty, and wish 
that He who is the eternal sun shining in earth •s darkness mey illumine 
their heart and home through all the years. 

* * * * * 
SEXT O N BLAKE 

(Reprinted from JOHN O' LO!IDON'S, dated 27th October, 1960 
and kindly sent to me by Mr. J. L. Jukes ) 

What m<mories were evoked for me by .l.lexander Gibson's l etter 
(October 6t h issue)! I saw a dramatised vereion of one of Sexton 
Blake 's exploits at the old Princes ses Theatre in Glasgow, more than 
50 years Bf§J, 

On that never-to-be-for gotten evening the t heatre vas recked to 
capacity . 'ie waited breathless for the curtain to rise . Then the 
gl ory of it all , there was Sext on Blake in t he flesh , rith "Tinker• 
his pege-boy and real 1D8!11lificent bloodhound, "Pedro!" 
............ -- ~~ .;...~1:, ha! a .. ~hin ~me of } t, .. eor man,,..t·ie~ hadn't a chance 
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ri ght from t he beginning , his doom was senled . 

His entry wee invaria bly greeted wi th jee r s , boos and hisses . 
We were all one bi g fll!Dily t hat night , audience and act ors al ike, th e 
footli ght barrier just didn ' t exis t. llhen our hero appeared, his 
every move was watched wit h r ap ture, but th e r eal high-spot of th e 
evening was t he great chase . The cro ok, on th e run, made off through 
en open win dow on th e st age. Then Sexton Blake , hot on the sce nt , 
entere d the r oom acc ompanied by Pedro . Sb,;uts of "He ' s out through th e 
window" didn ' t disturb th e equanimity of th e gren t dete ctiv e , or 
deflect him fr om hi s careful examinat i on of t he room. Then Pedro got 
th e scen t end with a great bay he len pt through tho open window foll owed 
by his master. Pandemonium br oke l oose in t hat th entr e which I can 
still hear after all thes e years. We stood up and shouted our se lv es 
hoarse . The sales of t he UNION JACK LIBRARY n,ust have gone up by l eaps 
and bounds nfter that clas s i c perf on,,.ance. Surely no screen drama 
could over giv e t he thr i ll we exper ienced on th at memorable occasion . 

\/. L. CWlPBELL (Mr. ) 

* * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ODDS AND E NDS 

by cerry t.11!:!.CID 
fflCS& CHRl§'l11AS 001.IBl.E NU1BERB1 I have ju.st been l ooking at ~ oollect ton or Comtcs., 
and "M>ndertng wfui.t pl easure a bo.}' or t en today can have to COQ)are 10th the :IOY we got 
Jn tt~s past from those M:>OO'=rful Xms Doubl e ntl!lbt:rs. What happy Cl!me>rtes they evoke . 

We ohtlclreri always rece ived our 1Bat\rda, PeMles ' on rr td:ay even ing - after Father 
had ttnlshed hts t ea. •cooe on, Gerry, l et's ! etch our coettcs l1 So spake ~ brother 
Arthur, aged 9 , on Frida)' eventng Decel!'ber 17t.h, 1915. 

l t was a cold night , and we each took a 'wtnt&""f.an1er• to hug to our chests In 
gloved hands. Mine was a clay stove , 1'mlch burnt touch mod , N\ll s t Arthur had a per­
forated ttn. run or soouldert ng cotton waste. To br ing thts into n ame, the tin was 
"'11rled around on a strlng . Both were real heat gtvr:rs, end s tank deUc tousl.yl 

We soon arrive d at Hrs. Heald1s paper shop, the side wlrrlow ot N'!.lch was run or 
coclcs . all folded to dis play the sno,q tt tl es. We s t.aq,ed our reet end hugged our 
llOI"IDers. lltltlst our eyes roamed from Doubl e t.'un:t>er to Double Nw:tier. •Comte Lire ," 
'Chips, • ' Puck,' •cot:1lc cuts , • ' Rainbow," ' Lot- o--F'un,1 etc. , etc. Oh, bli ss ful slghtl 

I bought 1 Lo~o-f'ull 1 and DlY broU\er 'Illu s trated Chips , • and heal we ran, soon to 
be gloating over the dellghttul ad'rentures or Oreaiey Daniel , Patrtottc : PaUI, weary 
wn1.y Md Tired Ttm and nie Casey (btrt Nlb4. The l ast named were usuall.Y on t.he s no'O' 
rooftops , the ir pet goat dtsgUlsed as a re indeer, All the pictures were thick "Ith 
snow and happened at night, so that the black sky , he.rvllY sttxlded with falling sno""" 
fl akes enhanced the rrozen scene . What a Joyful for etaste or Chrts tm.s thes e comic s 
were. And, or course , we both awopped our copies f or two di ffere nt ones• and so got 
double value tor our mney l 

:~ .
1N{l:;~~7v~<JWr :'::~ tfe:~!r;~u ~°:1~

0~~1Yamt~em°':1~: ~ g~t~: ~~ 
atte rd our Chrtetmas Party at Hyde Park Road on Deceatier 1 Oth. A Herr., Chri s t.ma.I to 
Everyt)ocly& 
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"8 this is once again t he fest ive season of good cheer , mey I 

sinc erel y thank all tho readers of this Col= for their interes t and 
support in the pl st year, am wish you all a ~erry Chri s tmas and a 
Happy New Year . 

Charl es Churchill, in t he l ast of his present se r i es of memor­
able "singles, • writ es from a I/est Country desolated by fl oods even 
wor se t hlln t hose which rocked St, Frank' s many years ago. How he must 
have wished for Handy' s famous ..RK! Charl es recal l s a very seesonablo 
episode in th e l ife of the old school, 

FIVE-ST£RRED SINGLES OF Ti!E ~"ELSON LEE LlB&Jl! 
No •. 6. "THE SCHOOLBOY~ CL&l.5· 

I would l ike here, to r emind Lee fans of a Chri s tmas sto ry for 
which I have always had a soft spot, as it was most unusual for a 
school story, having a s tr ong human inte re st as well as being seas on­
able, It was the first Christmas story after t he advent of the Moor 
View Girl s , numbered 446, entitled "The Schoolboy Santa Claus" - Xmas 
1923. 

The story opened wi th drama. Handy had r eceived permiss i on from 
,~, .... , ..... ...._ ........ _ ............................................................... , .. ~-"" ""'"''""'"""'"""''"''"''"""""""''""'''"'"''"'"''""'"""""""'"" "'"'" "~ 
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his father t o invite a dozen friends home for Christmas . On the last 
day of term , within an hour of departure by tr ain , Handy had insisted 
on a short s troll over the snowy countryside, acc ompani ed by his fai t h­
ful "Co." To his chums' amusement thi s l ed in the direction of Moor 
View School f or young ladies . Handy hoped to catch a glimpse of the 
fair Irene Manners, and t o brace himself up to the task of inviting her 
t o his party on Boxing lli,:ht . 

Reaching the edge of the Moor, which was on a l ower l evel to t he 
r 0ed, Handy, wit h his usual recklessness , stepped t o the edge of the 
r oad, s lipped on the treacherous snow and plunged over. To the hor ror 
of his chums, he rolled over and over down the s l oping cli ffe and finally 
disappeared in a deep snowdrift at the bottom . Church and McClure 
rushed down where t he slope was not so stee p and feverishly dug, but no 
Handy was to be fotmd . McClure then decided 1X> go for help end lu cki ly 
fotmd Nipper and Co., Pitt and some others in the lane . They all rush ed 
t o th e spot , but wer e startled by a shout from the cliffe t op. There 
was Handy, apparently unhur t and incJ.tnan t that th ey would l ose their 
train ! 

A.ctually he was bruised and shaken . Unseen by his chums he had 
r olled clear of the snowdrift and had managed t o r each the cliff top by 
another route . He started for St . Frank ' s hoping he l«luld not meet 
Ire ne in this state , but naturally he did! She came trippin g along , 
l ooking most attractive . and became full of sympathy on hearing of the 
ac cid ent . When saying goodbye , she casually mentioned t hat she end her 
tv o chums were s taying at sch ool for Chris t mas her parents being abroad . 
Later Handy and his guests r epaired t o t he station , where he received a 
t elegram saying the party was off owing t o a fir e "hich had br oken out 
at his home. As it was getting l ate they r eturned t o St . Frank' s whore 
Dr. Stafford offered the hospitality of his hous e over Christmas i f t hey 
cared t o stay . After some disc ussio n, th ey decid ed to s tay until aft er 
Boxing Day when they were due t o go t o Tregellis Castl e . Tho fact that 
Irene and Co. were stopping at schoo l fo r Christmas , was, of course , an 
added inducement . 

After supper nei,s came of trouble in Bell to n . Snow, which had 
been fal ling heavily , had drifted against a ro w of cott ages neat Holt's 
farm and the inhabitan t s were in danger of being overwhelmed . The 
juni ors immediately set out t o the rescue. Mt er some hard work they 
r el ea sed the cottagers , who were all employees of Farmer l!ol t . A.11 
appeared terribly poor and sadly lacking in hlll!lB!l comforts owing to suc h 
l ow wages being paid by th ei r employer . The juniors were horrified and 
f elt determined t o do something to nright en the liv es of the cotta ger s . 



m----
When r eturning up the lane they found anoth er scall cottage 

neorly buried in snow and set t o work t o cleor it . Vhen this vas 
done they realised it wos occupied by an old lady - a Mrs. Howitt , a 
rid ow, who eked out her exist ence by dress making . Sho appeared con­
fused vhen the juniors tnocked at her door, saying sho e:rpected her 
son vho had be.., avay for years, and vho had promised to return ric h 

at Chrietcastime. Seeing she vas more or le ss all right the juniors 
then returned to St. Frank ' s , f eeling that they had dono some good 

turn s . 
llext mornin&, Irene Manners was walking do,'ll t he lan e to tho 

vill age vhen she vas accosted by tvo ro\l&h characters vho attempted to 
snatch oor handbag. ,lt this crucial c:oment a poorly dressed individual 

=e up and attacking the first tv o succeeded in putt ing t hee t o fli ght . 

Handy and Co, arrived and Irene ezpl ained what had happe~ed. mne's 
rescuer introdjlced himself as John Hewitt - the l ong awaited son of 
old Mrs. lleritt the juniors had helped the night before . Hewitt ex­
plained that he had returned at last, not tco prospercus . He intended 

t o get a job local ly and r er:.ain wi th his mother in future . 
That day, t rue t o his word , Hewitt , 11Bde a round of t he villaGS , 

seekin g work. He had a mixed r eception. Some, l ike Mr. Spence t he 
steti orur.aster and Dr. Brett , velcoced him, but others like V.r . Sharp 
the ironmonger, splll"lled him. Vorst of al l , l¥l ended up by being 
arre st ed by P. C. Sparrow. Famer Holt, meeting Hewitt in the vill~ , 

berated him and l osing his t ecper , slashed him wit h his s tic k. JohD, 

hitting back, was seen by tho constable who illlnediate l y t ook him into 

cust ody, egged on by Fanner Holt . 
The juniors were very concerned when they heard of this , and 

nezt corning went to the court am bailed Hevi tt our, BS be had been 
remanded in custody . Returning to Bell ton with him, t hey wore walking 

thr ough the village when a superb limousine drew up and a wel l - dr essed 

gentler:un alighted . lie proved t o be a Yir. Doyl e, a ric h gent l eman, 
vho had recently bought Bell t on Chase. lie seeced pleased to meet 
l!cv:itt , sa,ying he had employed him as valet years before in .1.ustralia, 
and vhen John menboned he was looking for vork, imr.iedia tely offered 
him the same post again . TJ,e juniors , and of course , Hewi tt , were 
delighted, especially as Mr. Doyle undert ook to see the police court 
case put right . 

That evening there was m..:h excitement in the homes of Farmer 
Holt ' s impoveri shed employees. Decorated cards had been found in 

each door saying "Look out for Sante Cl au.s toni€ht ." .1.11 tho children 
were agog, despite their parents' warnings t o take no notice ( thinking 
it was a hoaz. J However, just on bedtiaie, beUs were heard and to the 
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chi ldren I s delight and th eir par ents I amazement , a gr ea t dec orated 
s l eigh drc ve up. Father Christioos was in the driving seat and it was 
drawn by an ass ortment of animals . Furthermore , it was l oaded t o· the 
hilt with parcel s of all descriptions , As the grown- ups soon saw, the 
"animals " were juniors wit h grotesque headpie ces represe nting animals , 
and Santa Cl aus , of course, was Ni pper . But the children caned for 
none of this as Santa proceeded t o distribute parcels galore t o ell end 
sundry, It was t he juniors "good turn" t o the poorly paid cottagers 
end t heir families. Having unl oaded, Santa Claus r emount ed end with a 
c rack of his whip , the sle i gh moved off , l eaving the children happy and 
j oyous and the parents f ull of thankful ness . 

The last chapte r of this most en joya bl e s t ory geve us ano t her 
denou ment, but more dramatic . Mr. Doyl e of Bellt on Chase, gave a 
big perty on Boxing Night and issued invitations to all the leading 
characters of th e vill ag e, th e St . Fronk ' s party and the Moor View 
Girl s . 

Just when all were sat down to dinner , he smilingly stood aside 
from the head of the table and a much changed Jolm Hewitt took his 
place . John was now a t t ir ed in spo tl ess evening dr ess and with th e 
air of a maste r - not a servan t . To intense amazement, he stated that 
he end not Mr. Dcyl e was th e owner of Bell t on Chase . !le explained how 
he had become weal t hy during his trav el s and had decided to return to 
Bellton apparently "broke" t o sec whet reception ho would get . He now 
knew the genuine friends from the false ones . In future he woul d live 
a t th e Chase with his mother . He regrotted neglecting her fo r so long 
but would now make up for all her hardships an:i repay her faith in him, 
for she had always averred he would return one Christmas a wea lthy man. 

And so th o l" r ty proc eeded . Mr. Dcyle, who had acted as John 
He,,i tt I s agent , beClmlo one of tho guests . Af:t.erwards all declared it 
was one of the jolliest and happiest parties in th~ir memories. 

I will now end , as Nipper did in that Christmas sto ry of 37 yea r s 
aeo , by wishing all r eaders t he Compliment s of the Seascn. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * 
F'CR §ALE: Collectors • Dig ests 83 - 166 (two ml sslr-.g) . An:! reasonable otter. Nel son Lee 
New series 64 cop i es betlleen 4 and f7B. Cood condi ti on .t} . Cems between 1098 - 1556 
(36 cop ies) Cetl'IS bet Men 1572 - 1662 (20 copies) Any Nasonable orre r. 
ti . ENGl.»lD, 2 HIGH STREtT, PflESTEICNE- tJPOtl-LlJGI,, RADNOR.SHIRE. 

'"' """"'"W'"'"'''"~"" """"..,'"""'""- "'"' '"''"''' ""'""'' '""'"''"'"''' '""' '' '•~'"""'""'" '"""" ''"""'""''' '"" "" '" ""'"""''.,' " '"'" ''"''"'""'"' ''"""' """" "'' 
TE OL.OC CYNic.p: ( 1'<1': 

These are trying tl c,es . Many or us have to d.o wit hout the thi ngs our ol d 
fol.ks never hea.r,:1 or. 
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Sexton Blake Today 
IlmRESTI!<; CHWC'ltRS PRa1 THE IGlEI\H S.B,L, 

BY VI• Colby 

No. 2.. Pol1ce-Coostab l e Lulllndertla.Me (nlatnaced Lulu ) 
811 reet thrte t nches or bone. 1111SCle , ano bra111, t~re wa.s noth t ng In th e least 

er remtnate about 1 Lu1u•. 
Hu"ffer, SOPthtna: had to be done about that eu:i>ersoae suma:>e. .Utemattve COO"" 

tractloos or the name, which suggest ed themselTe.s to fellow u:ierrt>ers or t~ Essex County 
CoMta.bUlsry had been 'Haf«' or • Hat«eye• bUt after one searc hi ng gl ance at hl m It was 
eYldent thlt tbey wcUld be Jnapproprlat.e . He might l ook noth 1~ like a •1..u1ue, but he 
was enn less like m alert , keen-eyed S'ld watcbrul btrd of prey. He resedlled a ha* 
not at all ; nelth er tn appearance nor Jn teci,,erament. Re "8.9, tn t ruth, jun about as 
qutek-wltt ed and ras t-movtng as the un1torced errto or a coost abl e whl cb s t.nd s a t the­
entl"ance or nadaoe Tuasauds. Put the tlllO sid e by st de , Md the re was more thm an nen 
cbaN::e that TUs sa~t s pol leelll!Jl Yl>uld have been TOted th e ioost l 1kel7 ro succeed. 

THE LAffllT NOIElB IN 1llE 6EITOtl B!,AJ!E LIBIWY 
Rntewcd by Walter Webb 

CCJITIUCT f'Ofl A KIUJ:R (No. lp3l... ..... . ........................... ~ 
Io v iew or the Prestdentlal Election , ltllch h!Ls focused .. the eyu or the IICl"ld on 

the lht ted Sta t es, the set.t i~ or thi s novel Is quit e appropriate . From New Tort. til e 
:ictlon mves to Florid a , wl th Slake playl ~ a lone hand to avense the l!llI'der or one or 
his cl oest trt ends , a r elloW"'detectt ve, MCled Bil l Kac.kenzte. His obJecttn la Vt ctOl" 
Kareb, a hoodlm aoo r acket eer, t he ki ller, or the guiding hand behtOO lbe kill!'* or 
hla rrt cM. Beacon Ctt.y ts bei ng run by Karsh, "10 hM gained hts pos it ion ct power by 
a o.,aJgn or bribery, rwrder and rear , md la being ~s t sted by onl.Y a handful ot stout­
hearted res idents , "10 have set thcCl.SelTes up In opposi ti on. Ult tl Bl ake crossed the 
Atlanti c , Vict or Karsh had t ravell ed unoppos ed along the crooked road ot crim inal pros · 
pcrtty. With Blake on his t ro ll, Karsh begins to lose his bear ings , and finished up on 
a dttr ermt road altoge ther . The roadto ete rntcy. 

Bt.rong meat thi s , well served tn th e varied style ot DeSDOnd Reid • 

Rating . . ... Very Ciood. 

TIE BIG STEAL (No1 1(,4) . JACK 11\EVOR ST(J!t 

It has been sagely recarked t hat a littl e knowl ~e ean be a dangerou.s t.hl l'l&. But 
It 1ffl8 tom O' Brien ' s ei:pert ence trot a rare an:1 substan ti al knowledge or certai n thing s 
CM not only be dangerou., , but fa t al to o. As tor Instance , In the hlgh]¥ - skllled art or 
sate-breM: lre. Had 01Brl en1s knowl edge or hUDSn nature been on the same lev el as hlS 
knowledge or sates he would not h.3.•e gone t o It lson. Aa It was, his s lq,le t .1l th Md 
tru., t tng nature made hla not on).y th e per fect answer to th e COl'Dll'l's prayer, but the 
despair or hi s fOI.Ul: and pre tty wtt e , ArlrrJ, as well. 

A nOTel Wlhlch tugs gentl.1 o.t th e he~ .. st rt ngs, "1t h the wanaer side ot 8tmc.ets 
nnture turn ed protcct Jve]y towards t he gi rl , i t Is yet again demns trated that ln t he 
~ departDJ?nt J ack Trevor Story has the Blake rtelcl anttrel.1 t o hi mself. lh­
hes lt a tlngly recomended . 

Rating Ei.cell ent. 
N,,,, ... _,.,,...,,, ,.., .... , ..... ,.,-,,,,..,,,._ ,.,,,.., .. ,,,.,_.,,_,,., .. ,..,,,., ......... , ...... , .... ____ ................... ,, ... ,,..,..,N .. - • .. , .................... ,,,.,, .. ,.,,.,,.,. .... .. 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
Heet t ne held October 25th, 1960 

Onl.Y n ine :Deatier s were present at this' meeti ng. We were hopi ng to make tlnal 
arrangement s t or tllc proposed Xmas Dinner , but, under t.he c trcu m.,t ances , thi s couic:i not 
be done. It was relt that Ceorge Chath~ 's ldea or holding th e OIMer at some othe r venUt= 
and on socie other date would suit cei::bers more thon the night ttrst suggested - I. e. the 
tt,:ed club nigh . ?1()n:2ay, 19th Dececber . It was decided to put th i s t o the meett ng on 
Nove:llber 29th . 

Jack Corbett' s qua. , 12 Creytrlars Quest ions , was a stlrr 011e, so llJ.lch so that the 
wtMer, Tom Por ter , got onl.y s ix correct . ni ere was scr:e doubt about l'tlat Jack said was 
8 "catc h• Questi on!- •In l'tlat s tory d id Hrs. Bunter play a prominent par t ?• The answer 
•ttie Second sto ry,• presuming t hat 8 111.Y Bunt er was born et Bunter Villa . I t woU}d 
natlll"'ollY be the second story?? 

Nonr.an Gregory gave his se l ections f or his secord visit to the Deser t Isa . Eight 
books were handed rourd rcr our approval . These y,ere - 1. 1920 Holiday Arulual. 2. Tal­
bot Baines Reed's •Cock House at F'ellsgarth.• 3. 1928 tt.agnet Sarr l~-ou t sertes. 4. As 
a cont rast the Uelson Lee 192J Barring-out . 5. Desmon:l Coke ' s •Youth l root.hi ' eleven 
sd'lool stor ies t llustr ated by H. M. Brock . 6. •The Shadow on the School• by F'rarit t;l.las. 
-,. Vol . or Uiton Jacks , JW.y t o Decer:ber 1930. a. Rider Haggardts • Ktng Sol omn •s Htnes.• 

An Intere s ti ng word pu,:zle t roc - Too Porter W.l3 won by Norman. Win Brom "as 
the winner or the Ubrary rnrne . The ma1n tt e=i wos one or George Chat.ham' s re.re t al ks. 
This was on Rookw:iod. He r,ave us hts reasons ror prefcrT I~ Rookw:>00 - orJglnal1ty . l es s 
r-epet lt1on , oo<l something re t rcsh lng and natural about the characters 8l"ld sett ings . nit s 
talk s tar ted ort a ple asant little discussi on. George clinched t.he matter b)I giving a 
reading rroo •Rivals ot Rookr«Jod" N\lch was agreed to be one or th e best, U not the best, 
or all F'ra.nk Richards • pos~ tal es . 

HARRY SROOTF.:R - Secretar;y. 

November tteettng 
'Ill.t s ceettng, wcll - t:1.tt erded , wn.s noteworthy tor two reasons , good and not. so good. 

The r lrst ,cs toot th is l'las our tenth annual general C"eetlng an1 It was a s ource ot 
pleasure to all ir esent to roal tse the s&et lon Is stHl going strong art er a dceacte or 
associat ion with the hobby, ln l'll.lch we h.lve had our share or ups C.00 ooms. Thanks are 
due to the loYnl c,etwcr s "tlo have m..'ldc our pr esen t position so tin:i.lY entrench ed, and we 
look tonmrd to our next ten years with hteb hopes l 

11,e not .. s~plea.sant teatUN! this OJflth was th e news th at Ola' Chatt"!l:W\, Don, rust 
dert nltel.Y leave us , ttue to etrcwnst.3nc es Which are Wlalterabl e ; Don has never missed 
one Deett ,i.g since t he Inaugurat ion or the sec t ion , anS It wtll take us a long tilDe to 
get used to his absence. We wish ht c eTerY h..,pp lness and we at l east have the knowledge 
that we cm look forward t o hi s pro mised visits t o us wl th pleasW"c. Ck.tr' loss ts 
Lon:1on•s ga1n1 

The oCrl cers t or th e next twelv e ocnths ere Chc.trman - rrank 1.hlwtn, Secretary -
rrank Case and Librari an - Ceorge Rll ~y and each "111 do his utrost to en.,ure that t~ 
Club will be at 1ca.,t as successful as over t he past years. 

Host ot the time o.t our dtsp o~al was spent. In gotrgave r the rUle.s, 8l"ld making 
rev isions , not oll , perhaps , to eTerybod,y•s approval . cne proposal gave rise to a lot 
ot dtseus.s ton, that or en earli er s tart .md finish to the ceettngs, but , no matter how 
ela.stlc ttle arrangeoents, It l s gener all y dUClcult to sutt every ~ll'tler, t or a vari e ty 
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or reuona . TM rtn.onetal s it uati on 13 aattatactor"Y, md the l ibrary la adequ.lt.e tar 

cur needs. 
'ftlt m tllr\i fflled wtth S\ atntortl tnc 18£18 n t b7 Frri Uiwtn , In wblcb speed was 

a.s IUf)Or tant as tnowl~e , end the •I nner, Don l'IO.S tar t rUD l adt tne In etUier; It waa 

moat appropriate tha t ht should l ean us wltb a practi cal rec lnder ot b11 prowess aa a 

quti coq,et ttor . OJ:r next cet-toa t ther' •Ill be tn &be rora or a ctr lstaas Social m 11th 

Oeced>er at Otl" Mw wnue, 5 Tborndalc Road, Waterloo, oomenctrc 5. }0 proq, t. 

flWlt CASE • 8ecretaz7. 

12th Ho'fttlba" o.t g}9 fO'de Park Ro.ld. 

Gerry Allison ~ st.ill absent t raa the ::eettng , but we were very pleased to hear 

tbat be Is now at hoot and prog:res11'- faTOW"BblJ'. 

Chatna ::ri Gtortrey Wilde , had hi s plaster NDOYed end t s prac tt call7 tJ&bU ~ r n 

111:iln. 
Arter th t buslneas had beea dealt wnb, I had to snnounce , with Ngret. , a, re ats­

nat lon aa SecNtary, due to a t ransfer at work neeess t~ tt nc r::7 ccrrtrc c.o ttiru:f Jeld In 

fbe new year . Prank Honcock volunte ered to rtll th e bret'ICh. we st il l hope to be o.bll 

to atta'ICI: ccst or ih t meetlnp, but rroa u. othtr aide or tbe cocmtue table. 

1bts beln& NO't'cct,cr, It Wll! th e Dlm once aga in or J . Brette Bentl Q' to gi n bi s 

M1r1Jal t alk. 1bts )"8!11' Breu, gave us 'F'r mk NUge.nt• . An excelle nt t alk wtth a ft()(lder­

M laltaU on ot frri Nugent ts t atb t r In a ra ther high teq>er. Art er the ret re st& nts 

llfl8 had a qui z b7 ceo tt rey Wtld e , on extract., trom N.,gnets, 1n lllhlcb we had to g lw th e 

apeake.r,to llflom he wa., speaking end th e sert ea In llfllch It appeared . Jack Wood was t he 

winner, t ollOllt'd b1 8111 W1Ulmson. 

Nen DOntb ts the Chr l ltae.t Party, Wn we hope tor a ~r atLerxtan:e. 

R.H =oN 

~ 

Vorttrg on the cu la that a c.hmge la as good as a bolldq , the Club He-m>ers 

decided to subat ltu i.e a dtscuul on tni l ecture eTenlng tn place or the usual u a-oeetl,_ 

at C6htl l •s Restaurm t. So , on nt uradny , Noved>Cr 17th , B)'d ~ 1'1 opened proc eed ing.a 

b7 aMOlmClng t& t No. 2 or the Golden Hom's Nagut ne Is new r eedY, and cq,t es ~ be 

obta ined b7 eon~c tt ,- hie d irect. AnoU,er piece or nffll lqmttd by I.ht Chatrmn ta 

that roroer Bldce o.utncr , Stnnton Hope, ts In Austrella . We hope to coni.a.ct Mm and 

eiteOO a cordial Im i tati on to Join us t or dinner .1t Cshtl )f s . 

Leturs t r-om Ron Koe1pon, 8en Whi t.er am Han,, Bl'oste.r were read , am th e Nldlond 

Newalette r am the rierseystde Foghorn were passed round. Treuurcr , F.mte C81"1,er, Mele 

hi s report , and acmcrs d iscussed the torlhcomtng Chrlstao.a PartY. 

He.c:t,ers then aiettlfd dol'll t o enJ<.V a r~ l ect ure and d iscussi on lft Ill Ytctor 

Colbt, llt1o opened wtlh an unusual th eoe, •Bat t.lea Royal ,- IClttb lett us ..:inderlng bow 

SIM! a-.1 Tinter have mnagcd to arrive t.o the presen t dOrY after so tueh C3Yhfm on th e ir 

persons. T?,e M lt two parts or the lecture COQ>rlltd read ings tra:i S)'dne:7 !i!t,11papera,. 

both or trfltch re teJTed to U'le Sj(er St reet petr. A Uwl.y dlsousston tollOffOO. Vlct.cr 

Colby brought out tbe btghll&ht or h is lec t1.re •s eito n Blake s tories In 11)1 Cbnq>ton.• 

SJd ~ seized thi s ff#' a ruture l55Ue or the elut> cag.u lne. 

NDen the meet.In& ended , oea>era voted It t he m3t enj cyabl t they had spent, and 

wt keWllJ' entl ctp.ate Otl" nut lect ure evening In JatllarJ , 1961, tlben the speli:er •ill 

be S&.an Nh:holl .1. 
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The Novelitler meet i ng was held at Leyt.-Onstone , md our h<lsts , Reube n ard ttrs . Cod.save, 
saw to It t hat we had a very hat>PY t tme. Ably autstt~ were Ertc Fayne, wt th his •111.,s t~ 
Words• contest , Don Webster wit h hts •Howl s Your H~ Quiz, Laurie Sutt on's readtl\8 
choice , abl.1 read by Bob \il)lt er , two rt ne ellcnl nat-or Quizzes , Len Paclcma.n giv l~ t.he ln­
ronna t t on ot the progress ot th e eoq:it latlon ot the Ceo ca t alogUe, able hel pers be ing 
Charlie Wright and Bi ll uirts . 

Roger Jenkins gave a good report or the pr ogr ess or th e Hamilton library , anct 
treasur er, 8ob Wl'ltt er, also gave a sourrl report. The Club entri es tar the Creytrtars 
eup Coci,etltlo n are to han:! , aro Len PacktrJan and Frank Lay " Il l sel ect those to be sent 
In, 

Chrl strro.s Heet tng , Deoe~r 18th , wlll be held at Hume House, 1.}6 Lord sh ip Lane , 
&ast D.llwtch , and an eacen ent rrogrtttiW Ms been arr anged.. It at tending, pleMe Inform 
Len PackJmn, phone HDJ Cross 7WI, , dl.a'tng eventrc hours. 

llNCLE BENJAMIN 

* • * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * • * • * * * * 

EDITORIAL 

[I]~ [lJ [I]~ 
··--.~~, ........ t: ..... .... _ - ··-· ·- ·· ....... .::::· 

How do you llk e to think of Christ e.as? Do you U ke to pi ct ure old England In th e 
grip ot th e frost , stinging l'ti1te roads and a pale blue sk:Y, with scarlet hl ps and ha'119 
bobbi ng t n the bare hedges, and the ring of the skates on t he vtl l age pond , flhtle troo 
tar a,roy across the valley oomes the e l ash and crash or the Chr t stms bells? 

W'lxtlwe tt re )'OW'lf,er we lik ed to enJoy and t ake part In thc.t kind of Christmas . Now­
Qdl\YS, Cla)'bc , we just l! ke t o think about I t, to r eod about It In our old pape r s , without 
actuaJ.l,y exper t enc tng itt . 

Oo you l ove the soft, c ll d Chrlsttr..1.S, ,rlth sir i ng whisp er ing at the door ? t.hSea.son­
able , of course , but r ather pl eas ant 'ltlen we b1..'COtrl! a litt l e t oo oa.ture to keep ourselves 
wan:i snowbal ll n& and tobag gonnl n&, 

Whatever the weather , I hope th at this Chrlstros NUrber ot Ca.J..£C'J'M.S' OlGF.ST wil l 
help to make your JUl et tde bright . Hard upon the heel s of t his Dcceat>er Issue wlll co11e 
ca..urTORS • DIG&Sf Ateitw.. tor 1960, and th ts , I t rus t, wil l m.'lke your Chr t strms even 
brighter s t ill . For many, mny months , count l ess hours cf hard but happy work have gone 
tnto the presen t at ion of th i s yearl.y volume. Nori, I C.11'1 onlY YiELtt, with my ttngers 
cross ed , wit tl I hear rrom )'OU wi th your verd ict ll.S to te eth er the l'().rk has been worth­
Yltl!le. 
A RAPPY t£l,4 YEAR. Wtth our next issu e , th e price or thts aigazt ne r i ses to '21-, and I 
fu ve been not a li tt le rro'VOO by tbe masses ot letters ot encourage ment and BUPPort whl eh 
h,nV(! CODI! t rooi our l oyal re ader s, und er s tand i ng encl even wel coctng t he increase . 

OUr f lr s t i ssue or the New Yeor wtl l be a CDemorotile one. It will h.1.ve speci al 
appeal tor those read ers, Md the ir name ts Leg i on , Nlo rellX!Dber the old ca ille papers "1th 
~.t~~7.~.1~n· ..... Also J ... ln,, January,,,.w111 .. ~nee .. our . great .. new.photograph i c .. series .. •How, ThGy,,,.,. 
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Began,• brlngln&: t.o you reproductions or the Hl.l.i>er ~es or mny or your to:,oorlte 
papers or the pest , 

~!!If~~~\~~ 8R:~!~~~:~1~gh~ ~ai~t~;t:~ ~~~Ide 
spent an mfOf'get t.able tti:>e wtth ~ rrtends 1'> there . nMJt rou , Herae)'slde. I shal l 
nenr forget Cf' ttrst Tl sit to )'OUI"' t rtendl.7 Rom1 fable. 

t:¥~f.1!Pl'l~~=1&.~t:.,~ be: :~e~~t: ~ngn:;1c::rs~~o=r ff~~ 

)'OU ,iould w1.sh yoo.rseltes. 
THE !:DITO!\ 

--·-····· -· ·--- ----
~ 

(fllls Is our ~estlon am Answers eolum. tr yoo have a query you 'll'.luld Uke answered 

~!~~! ~ :enJ:~r• and serd to QUI.NOA, c/o the F.dltor . We shall get one o! 

re::::.1rltl~~~~~i.!lk:c:r~~ngte~!;),t: ti t.le ot a Gem SW')' about 1925, 
Rf.fLT. 1'he Stof7 was ' Chums at LoggerheadS' a :JJb.,tlt ute er rort publi shed In ttarch , 
193: 
F1 Ce NlRTIN (Brilt.on) ' How did 9e1ton Blake col:l8 t.o possess P«tro?" 

~. Tbe bloodhound's orlilnal ol'ller 1'IElS a certa in Ratae l Calderon , an n-preslden t 
ofaS outb American ste.te . ~ hi s fir st meeting with t he 11c11, Blalt e knew him aa 11r. 
Nemo. ln recogniti on of scnlces as related In the IOOth Issie or tbe ld tkllon Jack 
(Septeat>er, 1905), \Mer the ti tle ' The Dos DetectlTI11 the atrangt Hr. Mem, m.ooe Bleke a 
ire scnt ot the sagM l ou.t mtml . 

t1l'J D~~ Y~ Brit ain - Nos. between 51-128 (1920-1 ); Boy, N3gS - 159-620 (19~ 
i fsiaJ.m.s .. new sert es , Uos. 2 to 14') (1927-8); Ptl ot, Nos. between 1-95 (19J5-6)1 

°'811'.plons, Nos, J0-111 ( 1922-I.); ~tons , odd nos. }2-129 , ;n - 11'). tbrlller , between 
~499 (19»-8); Modern Boys, lrlPJ, oltt series , 27-65 ne•; Parcel s ot assoned: 
pnpera ma.de up or the abOYe end others. 351- r cr so. 70/- rcr 100. Post Free. 
8ourd vol~s lkllon Jade , Henty•s . 1883, Tol. 4. Coclcs .. Rnlabow, Jan.June 1920, 
~-Decm>er 1925, Jan.-June, 1930. f tger Tics Weekly .. Jan.-June 1921. Puck, Jan.­
Jllne , 1939. s.A ,E, Detail• - J. BWAH. 3 FIFlll AV1211E, P.lDDIIICTQl, w.10. 

~: or8= =~r;s e!=: 1cr'° ~l~~~W:1:1!.1
!t~et!!':!:~!~oa. 

TffROC!ltt'llllfl WATerloo Z}lo. 

ff. : Wl~n~1!"e:1:~:~~st R:~ ~· H~:1:1~~:.~: ..!!' a:! ': e!:~i~1~ 
contrivance d'ld colne tdeooe on behal f or William amounts t o genius , gives us eJght, roll ­
lckire tales to Uep ws cllackltng. 1be oort)J" Hrs. Bot t makes a welcome reei,pearance 
int w11ua1111s ad'rentur as range troa ttDdllllhe Aboclnsble Snownan t.o chhvy lng a nudt st. 
Don•t miss it. ·-- ............... ,,_,-~.,. ,-,.,,.. .... _ .,.,..., __ .., ____ ,,_~-·- ""''_,,,..,,,_,_ ,..,,mdllN .. tll,Hllmt-llNII• 
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YOURS 
SINCERELY .. • 

( lnt eN!Stl1¥ items from 
the &dttor' s Letter-bag} 

'MfWJe!~1 (~~!:V~~::> co:.Z.s 
ID)re ln the New rear. Please do not 
apologize. Never dld an extra st.z ... 
pence a month bUf so nu::.h jQJ as iqp­
J:('8010US Dl 8esu. I wtsh TOO to know 
that t.he Dlgeat gets better each month. 
t have them all bere , also the Annuals 
800 t shall keep Ulem :nd l oft them 
t or ever. And ,hat would ln:1as be , 
without the Annual? It does not bear 
thtnktng about. 

tf:S, H, JAAAE'M' (Bl'l sllrct.on) I SH 
lhere ts a cotD.!nt In SEXTON BLAIIE 
TOOAY ( C.D. Oct. 1960) to tho erteot 
that the tnsl de ptcturu ln l:.be 
Sexton Bloke Lt brnry add to the 
attractiveness or the books. I don't 
agree . I think tt cheapens th ee , ard 
I hopa they re dt,eontlnued.. 

Wo~~w~~! o~~~ ~ ~ 
characters. He seecs ao reallstto . 

Pm! :aamt~~=ff~ ~=· 0~
111 

hLl:xlur? Not the type of Frank 
Ric.hards, certatn}y, but to H7 that 
ho had no sens e of h\.lcour Is stretch­
ing It. How about the Johnny Oogga: 

ysr1'1,.9, tbe •t roubleslDI Twins, • and quite a lot of th e Wyolltf e and H.Qygarth stortH7 
fbere 1s a.ch tain,ur In tho ae school tales - th81 weren•t all en a pettern with •Ver, 
Oallmt Gent1enen .• 

~ (?1tddlesbrough) I w oost lq,ressed at Che extent ot ftltch the Digest has 
brlg)ftened up, ond tbe Inclusion ot rore tlluatratlons. .lllc,r, ne t o concratul ate you 
on tbe excellent t on:at. Che regret , howwer J there ha., al"8Y'S exist.ad 1n the Dlaest 
a leas than adequate attention to the coialcs , part lcul&rlJ' the stor ies oontatned In thee. 
The three IC.boots and 1:J1e two det eet tves have always had the best of atte nti on. Could 
new tt elds be explored? I. ver.r good article on T. B. Reed appeared recentJ.y In Jom 01 

Lordon•a Weekl)'. I ,onder 1f 0tr circl e read It. 

~li~!~fu.t~~!~:2'~ ,l!~~!.i~?~t~:i~: =~~~ papers , e.g . ol d 

Dupltcatod b7 Yort ~llcattne SeM"leea , 12a The Shtd>l ec, to n.. 


