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Cables:

All books offered are always Pre 1940

Nelson lees 1916, oowards, Bound; Nelson Lees, Bound volume con-
yolume numbers 77 - 98. 1st 0ld tinuation numbers 99 - 130, 1st
series. Best offer please. 22 01d Series. Best offer please.
copies. 32 copies,

Bound volume Greyfriars Herald,
1915, Complete set, 1 - 18. Best
offer. id. igsues 1st series.

2 bound volumes of Gems, 432-458
and 459-493. Best offer please.
27 copies 35 copies,

Bound volume of Magnets, mumbers
408 - 434, Best offer please.

60 Red Magnets between numbers
300 - 396, Best offer please.

10 Red Magnets between 185 -~ 232,
Best offer please.

35 Red Magnets between numbers
241 - 297, Best offer please.

1st double number of the Magnet
number 43, Greyfriars Victory.
Best offer.

Megnet, double number Wingate's
Folly, No, 200. 58 pages. Best
offer please.

Bumper bundle contains Magnets,
Gems, Comics, Boys Realm, Beys'
Friend. 40 copies in all. 55/-

Bumper Bundle (2) contains
Populars, Aldines, Comics,
S5.0,1s, Nuggetts; 30 copies

Collectors’ Digest Annuals,1950.
10/6 each.

in all, 45/-,

Collectors® Digest monthlies.
40 different, 10/= the lot.

50 different Green Gems from
1907 - 1915, Best offer please.

Parcel of Literature appertaining
to 014 Boys Books. 20 different

Large bundle of Scheoolgirls
Items. 60/-.

items 1900-1939. 10/~ the lot.

8 volumes - all School Stories
by R,A, Goodyear, Best Offer,

Iarge bundle of Film Literature,
Pre 1940. 1

large bundle U,S.A. True Detecs
tive Westerns, etc. Pre 1940.
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HOW_THEY BEGAN

Ho. 1.
v trd avme 3 THE PENNY POPULAN omivwss [4it SHERR (W Dt o/05 THE FPENNY POPULAR
'gpw R CASE OF THE me Wn.‘ —_—

REASURE HUNTERS!

First published in
October, 1912, For a num-
ber of years contained
atories of Sexton Blake,

St, Jim's and Jack, Sam

and Pete, Owing to the war,
was suspended in March,
1918,

Re-appeared on the
bookstalls in Jamuary, 1919
end ran until February,

1931, A total of 896 issues.
From 1920, or thereabouts,
was known simply es "The
Popular, "

Chiefly a re-print paper,
but will always be famed for
presenting the new RIO KID
storiee from the pen of
Charles Hemilton, under his
pen-name of Ralph Redvay.

*
*
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Sexton Blake Today
THE LATEST NOVELS SEX BLAKE

IN THE SEXTON LIBRARY

Reviewed by Walter Webb

ER ON THE FLIP SIDE (No. ) JACK TREVOR
secret mathematical formula of internaticnal importence [s the object 5

certain parties, including British and other Intelligence services, The Syndicate is
also Interested, The secret, nothing less than a means of terminating all 1ife on this
planet, Is contained on an ordinary gramophone record, which falls into the hands of two
Juniors of the St, Carlick's Remove during an edusational tour of Paris, Thereafter,
St, Carlick's forms the background of the struggle for possession of the vital formula
in the seasonal atmosphere of a white Christmas,

It may appear to old readers of the MAGNET that the author had their favourite
school In mind when he created certain characters for Installation within the walls of
8t, Carlick's, Thus the name of the RemovitiNe Bloater, might have been inspired by
that of Fish, Mr, Welch born of Mr, Quelch, the character of the fat boy, Crump,
derived from Billy Bunter, Comparing the masters of the schools in question, the fact
emerges that St, Garlick!s enjoyed a diversion never at any time experienced by the
msters of Oreyfriars. The oft over-heated brows of Cuelch and Prout were never re-
1lleved by the cool, soothing fingers of a Mdlle, Colette, a French matren, blonde and
beautiful, who contributed materially both to the gaiety of 1life at 8t, Garlick's and to
the interest of the case for SBexton Blake Investigations,

The authorts admirers are likely to mofsten their 1lips in silent enjoyment of this
story, though any politictansBlake mep number amongst his fang, are more likely to gnash
their teeth In silent frustrationl

Rating Very Good,

DEAD MAN'S %!N‘f (No, ﬁ) HARTIN mﬂ_lﬁ
How Blake's assistant came to be known only as just "Tinker® has been a matter

much speculatfon amongst §.B.L. readers for reny years, Hitherto, Tinker's background
has been very sketohy indeed, Now, here, 1t Is vividly 11lustrated - and howl

Every now and agaln there rises above even the excellence of the modern Blake story
one that is outstanding In every way - novels 1like "Last Days of Berlin," and "Sea Tigers,"
In this same category I place = *Dead Man's Destiny,” Says Blake to Tinker: "0ld son,
1'm going to give you the best Christmes present you've ever had In your whole lifel® In
giving us the best Christmas story of Blake ever to be published in the §8.B.L. author and
editor have presented every reader with a similar seasonable offering,

It has everything - good characterisation, a sound plot; ingenious unfolding of
same; humour; and some of the most noving passages I have ever read in a Blake novel,
With but one notable exception, all the stars which have glittered from time to Time in
the Blake firmament are gathered In the detectivels penthouse flat In Baker Street on
Christoas Eve to celebrate the momenthqus occasfon of Tinker's discovered parentage =
Blake, Tinker, Paula, Marion, Louise, Hillie, Mrs, Bardell, Coutts and Grimwald of the
C,I.D., Splash Kirby, Beulah and Hazel the Gentle Glant,

This ~ for me - the story of the year, should bring a gleam of appreciation to the

terrdst crit ine
eye of even the sl eritic of the magazine, Rating Excellent,

CENERAL, COMMENTARY
%FM[,. The suggestion by Michael Moorcock In the C.D, Annual for a resident
8

a good one, for we need a few stock villl to replace the old, cut=dated ones
lost To us - In some cases, regrettably - at the outbreak of war, The idea of Jack
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Trevor Story creating such a criminal on the lines of a Waldo, a Raffles or even a Dirk
Dolland, is a fascinating prospect, which would no doubt appeal to the majority. At least,
no harm would be done in giving such a charscter a trial run, Of those criminals who
have already appeared, the one by far who is most likely to attain any measure ¢f popu~-
larity in my view is Orlande Dante, A unique and Interesting type.

AN AGENT FOR CRAI 01d characters rarely regaln their former popularity In a new era,
Tn most cases they are - quite rightly - allowed to die, But I think in the case of
Blake's former ally of the British Secret Service = James "Cranite® Crant - this might
well prove an exception, Today the 8.B.L. 1s publishing stories the kind in which Grant
regularly appeared, Pplitical Intrigue and the like, 8ix feet of bramn and muscle, the
ex=king's spy would fit 1like a glove Into such a narrative, as an agent of Craille's. He
is the sort of character who moves with the times, Or, to be more exact, a character the
times cannot cutpace.

* K K % X X X XK F K K K ¥ * X * * ¥ ¥ X X * ¥ *

THIS MONTH'S COMPETTTION

In February, No. 2 of our new "HOW THEY BEGAN" series will
appear on the cover of COLLECTORS' DIGEST. You don't kmow which of the
famous old papers ' ill figure as No. 2 in the series. We invite you,
however, to make a guess at the name of the artist who drew the cover
which will form OUR cover next month. You don't have to guess the name
of the pericdical - only the artist, Jot it down on a posteard, with
your own neme and address, and send to the editor of the C,D.

If only one reader guesses correctly, & magnificent high-gloss
photograph of the picture, 9" x 6", suitable for framing, will be
awarded. In the event of more than one wimner, a fine postcard photo-
graph of the picture will be sent to the first SIX successful entrants,
Thie month, ONLY ONE entry will be accepted from any subscriber's family,
And, please, postcards only, Closing date: January 18th,

¥ Ok X ¥ K X R F K ¥ X X K K X X X * X * ¥ * K ¥

RESULT OF GREYFRIARS CUP CONTEST, 1960

This year's Contest was very kindly and ably judeed by Mr. G. R.
Semways, and the following is Mr. Samways' own summing up of the result:

"As the adjudicator of this contest, I should like to congratulate all the compet-
itors upon the escellence of their entries, The standard of work was remarkably high,
and all four issues of "THE NEW POPULAR® made interesting reading.

After careful examination of the entries, I have decided that the Greyfriars Cup
shall be awarded to THE MIDLAND CLUB,

For all-round excellence, this production qualifies for the first place, The
Bexton Blake story "The Chalk Pit Mystery® is ingenious and intriguing; the Nelson Lee
story "Handforth Minor Puts Matters Right® shows conspieucus merit; whilst the amusing
vignette, "Bunter's Breaking-Up Drear Is in the true Hamilton tradition, and completes
a splendid trio of stories, May 1 add a werd of prafse for the neat and attractive
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ifon of the fon?
The nearest challenger to the winner is the London Club, with another excellent
mumber, in which the Sexton Blake story "Face Value" is cutstanding.

Highly comnended are the Nelson Lee story "St, Frank's Return to the Congo® of the
Northern Club and the Sexton Blake story "The Murder of Charles Lattrey® of the Mersey=
side Club,

Hy warpest congratulations to the winners of this attractive contest, To the losers
1 would quote the old philosophic slogan:=-
PTHEIRS TODAY =~  THERE'S TOMORROWI®

Thenk you, Mr. Samways, COLLECTCRS' DIGEST congratulates our
Midland Club on its well-won victory.
LR B K I N R B
THAT "GREYFRIARS HERALD" TLLUSTRATIOR
BILL IOFTS writes us as follows:-
In view of George Sellars interesting discovery of a Gem i1lustration under g

Magnet title, I sent my copy of Oreyfriars Herald No, 1 to Mr, G, R. Bamways, wondering
whether he could shed some 1light on the mystery, Mr. Samways' comments are as follows:=

"1 am grateful to you for letting me see No. 1 of "The Creyfriars Herald,"
What happy memories it Tevivesl My omn share in the production fncluded

the Editorial, the alphabetical footlines, all the poems (including the
verse librettos to Bubble and Squeak,) 1letters to the editor, the serial
Story, the prizefighting article, "Shots at Goal" and "The launching of

the Herald," The Herlock Sholmes story in this first number was written by
Charles Hamilton,

Regarding the error discovered by a COLLECTORS' DIGEST reader, [ cannot re-
call whether this caused any fuss at the time. Editor Hinton was responsible
for the 1llustrations which went into the Herald., He kept a lot of Magnet
and Gem illustrations In a drawer, and had them reproduced from time to time.
In thig instance, I suspect, he hadn't a Magnet cover handy, so bock a chance
and put an old Cem cover under a Magnet heading, This reproduction was so
suall that Hinton obviously thought that the ordinary reader would not notice
the substitution,

I doubt very much indeed If he, or even I, thought that some LS years later
there would be lynx-eyed collectors scrutinising thumbnail sketches and
printed words and finding blunders, Had we foreseen this, we should probably
have been more carefull This was certalnly not the first time that old
11lustrations had been used in new publicatfons, and to use old drawlngs
obviously cut down production costs,"

ITOR'S NOTE: Mr, Lofts wrote us, congratulating Mr, Sellars cn his sleuthing = and our
Teader® came forth with another discovery, Mr, Sexton Blake Sellars points
out that the picture of "Harry Wharton" in the Editorial heading was actually a Macdonald
drawing of Kerr, taken from the 1915 Bem "Son of Beotland,"
Further to Mr, Samways' {nteresting comment, it is fascinating to mention that, at
2 recent meeting of the London Club, George Sewell produced two Magnet covers = one by
Arthur Clarke from a Magnet of about 1909 and the second from a Magnet of the middle
thirties, dramn by Shields. The covers were almost identical, and It was clear that, in
this instance, Shields copled Clarke, line by 1ine, One of these days, In the Digest, we
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will produce these two covers side by side, for your edification,
A further instance occurs Lo us, A Pluck 1llustration for a "Specs" story of 1906
was actually used eleven years later to {llustrate a Rockwood yarn In the Penny Popular,

FR §_g%: 12 volumes Captain Mag bound, 3/6 per volume, Volumes 2 to 13 Collectors®
gest Vol, 1. unbound, 5/=, Numbers 3 to 13 C.D. Annual, 5/- each, Beversl Aldine

Turpins 1/6 each, All prises plus postage, S.A.E, particulars.

W. CLOUGH, 3 FONTHILL CROVE, SALE, CHESHIRE.

HMAGNETS LL7, LIS, 1366. 1559, 15611565, 1568=1572, 1601=1602, 16041607, 151n. 151.}-:@.11,
POP. 517. S0Ls. 376, 379, 382, BUFF BILL ALDINE 2d. 3 bound volumes, L7 numbers

BOPS,

Ae msom. "5 FAIRFIELD ROAD, BIRKENHEAD, CHESHIRE.

£S NELSON LEE'S, for exchange only, 163 , 377, 382, k15, W6, 116, L2k,
68, 1T 915, 526, 521, 550, 5515 52, 1, S 2ks T vt 91d sertas aldc,
J. CGREAVES, 53 RAYMOND AVENUE, BLACKPOOL.

BOY wanted: 2 = b, 115, 118, 145, 147, 148, 150, 152 = 157, 159 = 16&.. 166 = 181,
13_- 1'92". 194 = 198, 200, 202, 203, 207, 208, 212 - 237, 239 = 2lk, 3
DR. R. WILSON, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASCOW, N.ie

WANTED: Sexton Blake Librarfes. 1st series Nos, 11, 17, 37, 105, 109, 111, 198, 201,
219, 2nd series Nos; 293, 296, 306, L22, L7k, K95, 520, 667. Union Jacks Nos, 689, 691,
693, 695, 702, 703, 704, 711, 717, 721. 725, 1%, 140, 185, 786, 787, 788, 789, 790,
91, 793, 796, 800, sue. 803, 809, Bi1, B13, Bil, 'n1g, ‘813, 10h1. 106k, 1098, 1390,

Y6, 1. PACKNAN, 2] ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULICH, LONDON, 8,542

WANTED: 8.0.Ls k2, 65, 66, 162, 257, 258, 259, Your price plus pcslage paid, The
‘advertiger has some 8,0,Ls, Nelson Lees, Gems and Magnets for exchange onlye
BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH Enﬂ-\sﬁ‘f REYKJAVIK, ICELAND,

RESULT OF "WHARTON LODGE® COMPETITION

The 1st Prize in this ccntest is awarded to ROGER JENKINS, Havant, who gave ho less
then six of the correct adjectives In a single entry, The 2nd prize s awarded to FRANK
WNWIN, who gave four In a single entry.

This competition looked a good deal easier than it was. Mr. Frank Richards wrote
us as féllows: "I am rather entertained by your idea of an acrostic on "Wharton Lodge.!
At first it seemed rather a poser to think up twelve adjectives for one noun, But this
is the kind of thing I can do, llke my Latin Parodies, sitting in my a!'mhalr with my
eyes shut, and I found it emusing to think up a 1ist, How's that, ump Lre?

Here is Mr, Richardst 1ist, vhich forms the correct solutlon to the cunvetltlon. It
also gives us, In 12 words, Mr, Richards' idea of Wharton Lodge.

Well - appointed, Hospitable, Attractive, Restful, Time-worn, 01d, Notable.
Leisurely, Orderly, Desirable, GCabled, Enjoysble.
YE OLDE CYNIQUE INN

Prejudice Is a time\ saver, It enables you to form opinions without having to get
the facts,
Gossip makes a free circulating library of lurid fiction.




“BLAKITANA

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
Archdale Road, Bast Dulwich, Iondon,  S.E,22.

I have been asked by a number of readers if I can make the lists
of Blake titles and authors longer and more regular, The answer is:
yes, I can, and will - but it will mean shorter articles. The "Gijbert
Chester" story will run to about three instalments, so that for the
first three months of this year the quota of Blake titles will be small.
After that, however, the quota will be large, for I aim to complete
both the 1st and 2nd series within the year - and some of the early
current series as well if possible. I do emphasise that Blake articles
apart from being shorter, will in no way be less interesting than (I
hope) they have always been., Should it be that any material I receive
is too long for one issue, it will appear in two instalments.

JOSIE PACKMAN

THE "GILBERT CHESTER" STORY
By U, 02‘ G, Iofts

Foreword

Ever since my first acquaintance with the name "Gilbert Chester"
now some 16 years ago, this nom-de-plume for a Sexton Blake author has
always been of great interest to me.

The actual circumstances of how I first read a "Gilbert Chester"
yarn are, indeed, a story in itself; but rather than bore the reader
with too mrch detail they are briefly as follows:

In 1944 I was serving in the Army, in war-torn Burma. Whilst on
patrol one day, behind enemy lines in the jungle, I came across a
Tbasher! (mﬂ.. With bren-gun at the ready I cautiously entered, and
was most relieved to find no Japs in occupation! There were signs,
however, that British froops had mreviously been there, for a number of
old English newspapers and paper-backed novels were strewn about the
floor in disorder. The occupants had either left in a great mrry, or
else, tregically, they had been taken prisoner. One of these novels
was & Sexton Blake Library, and this I picked up to read during my rest
time, Its title, aptly enough, was "The Paper Salvage Crime" (3rd
series No. 30) and the author's name was "Gilbert Chester,"

This was the first Sexton Blake story I ever read, and the fine




Foge.d.
tale with its crisp, semi-American flavour prompted me to become a
regular reader of the Sexton Blake Library from then onwards,

Discharged from the Army and back in Iondon, I was rather mysti-
fied at the absence of "Gilbert Chester" stories in the S.B.L. after
"The Riddle of the NightGarage," in February 1949. I wrote to the
editor - then Mr, L. E. Pratt - enquiring whether future stories
written by "Mr. Chester" would appear in the S.B.L, His reply was, to
say the least, most disappointing: "Gilbert Chester is quite well,™
he said, "but I cannot say if any future stories will appear from his
pen."

Some years later, in 1953, I became a subscriber to the C.D.
and was most interested to read, in an article by Walter Webb, that
the real name of "Gilbert Chester" was H, H, Clifford Gibbons., (Sub-
sequently I received confirmation of this from Mr. H, W. Twyman, formner
editor of the "Union Jack")

I then set out to try and locate this author, but despite assis-
tance from Mr, Twyman in giving me "Chester's" last knowfladdress at
Riclmansworth, Herts, and further help from Ceorge E. Rochester, the
well-known boys' writer of flying stories, I never succeeded in finding
him, I must have travelled undreds of miles in search of this elusive
author, but be seemed to have completely disappeaied from the face of
the earth. Then, as late as last August, it was whilst I was visiting
Welter Webb in Birmingham that he kindly gave me the address of "Gilbert
Chester's" daughter - Miss Molly Gibbons - who lived at Brighton,

By this time both Walter and myself had assumed, from certain
facts at our disposal, that "Chester" had died some time within the last
few years; and now, at long last, there seemed to be a likely prospect
of my obtaining the information I had for so long been seeking!

I made a special journey to Brighton, only to learn - much to oy
dismay - that Miss Gibbons had moved to London some 18 months previocusly.

Another journey, this time to South London - not far from the
home of Blakiana - and I found Miss Gibbons, From that moment my search
was in every way ended.

In all probability the facts and data, in its wealth of detail,
80 kindly supplied by Miss Gibbons makes it the most interesting, in-
formative and revealing 'biographical documentary' on a Sexton Blake
author ever to be published - it is certainly the most intimate.

It is also pleasing to know that the little pieces I have written
about "Gilbert Chester" from time to time are, in the main, factually
correct.

Readers may note with some surprise that "Gilbert Chester's™
year of birth is 1888, and not 1880 as stated recently by Walter Webb,
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On Walter's own admission, this was a slip of the pen.
W. 0. G. LOFIS.

ngilbert Chester" was born at No. 3, Northcomion Road, Ealing,
London, at 4,20 p.m. on 17th Aug st, 16888, He was registered Hornsby
Clifford Gitbons, but at his christening (at Lindfield, Sussex) the
name of Harry was added, after his mother's brother who died in his
childhood, Hornsby was a family name on his father's side. His full
name, therefore, was Harry Hornsby Clifford Gibbons.

"Gilbert Chester" was the eldest child of Dr. Clifford Gibbons,
a west—end dentist, and Lillie Diana Gibbons, nee Benvert, an American
lady born in Philadelphia of mixed Dutch and French descent. Dr.
Gibbons' father, Sills Clifford Gibbons, was also & dentist, with a
practice in the West-end and another in Brighton, He lived at Creat
Walstead, Lindfield, Sussex. His first wife ("Gilbert Chester's?
Grandmother) was also an American, nee Martha Verd of Georgia. On the
male side, however, the family is of Kentish stock, Thus, the reader
can see that "Gilbert Chester" was quite correct in stating that he
was half American.

Teught at home until the age of eight, "Chester" was then sent
to Durston Hduse Preparatory School, Baling, Shortly after his 14th
birthdsy he entered St. Paul's School, cn the Science side (probsbly
in the September of 1002), and matriculated at 16. TVery keen on
sports, particularly Rugger, boxing, swimming and water-polo, he had
many & ducking from Field Marshal\}bntgomezy, who also attended St,
Paul's at that period, "Monty" however, was studying for the Army,
and was nine momths his senior, Montgomery was very well liked at
the school, and was nicknamed "Monkey". In giving the reader this
information, I should meke it clear that llonty and Chester vere only
acquainted during the short time at this school; they were not inti-
mate friends.

In 1904 Chester spent the longer summer vacation visiting some
of his cousins in America., The journey took in part of Canade and was
as far afield as San Francisco - not bad going, for those early days
of the century! On his return he continued studying at St, Paul's,
leaving at the age of eighteen,

The original idea of his parents was that "Gilbert" should go
into partnership with his father as a dentist, "Chester" studied hard,
and his examinations took him to the finals. During thris time, he was,
of course, obtaining quite a lot of practical experience in mechanics
at his father's surgery at Stratford Place, London, W.1., and he now

to take a great interest in the "new" motor industry. Meanwhile
although the time was pessing quickly his father did not seem in a




Page 11
hurry for him to take his final examinations. And thus it was that
"Gilbert" decided tc wait no longer; he would make & career for him-
self in the new profession in which so many enterprising young men were
now entering.

Eventually he designed and produced his own light car (similar to
the present day aports car - not an actual racing machine), calling it
the "Atalanta™. He was Mannging Director of the firn, "The Atalanta
Light Car Co." situated in the Woolwich area. The Company Secretary
was N, P. Howieson, and auditor and, later, his brother-in-law.

About this time he started to write, and had several articles
published in the Palestine Exploration Fund journal. He also wrote
plays and novels for his own amusement and took part in amateur drama-
tics produced by Charles or John Hawtry - one of whom was a well~known
figure on the London stage.

At the outbreak of war in 1914 he tried to enliet in the Navy, but
was rejected owing to being a Draughtsman-Designer - a "badge-man',
equivalent to & top-priority reserved occupation in the last war. After
more than one abortive attempt to join he was finally accepted, in 1916,
by the Army, but only on postponed service., He was, in fact, warned
that he might never be called up - and he never was! On a Government
Order he had to convert his motor factory into making shells, At the
erd of the war the Government wontract naturally cessed, and as he did
not have enough capital to re-convert the factory into car manufacturing,
especially at a time of imwediate post-war slump - he voluntarily wound
up the Company,

Alwaye fond of music, "Gilbert Chester" had been present at the
birth of Reg-time during his boyhood visit to America. He played the
pianc, and, having taught himself the theory of music, composed for
his own amusement., 48 & young man he went to see many Musical Comedies.
He saw "The Merry idow" starring Lily Elsie, meny times - not just for
the show but to study closely the music and orchestration. Somewhere
about this time he met a Mr, R, C, Jenkins, who was producing panto-
mimes. For this Mr, Jenkins he wrote virtually the whole score for a
production of "Dick Whittington" the only exception being one or two
conterporary "pop" numbers which were interpolated in the show. He
wrote this music under the pseudonym of "Clifford Warwick." One of the
mumbers which he played and sang was called "Back to London," Tt is
believed that cne of tre many theatres in which this production may
have appeared wes the Watford Palace which, although a very small
theatrily was on the circuit, The conductor, unforiunately, was taken
i1l more than once during the various performances of this show, and
when this happened "Gilbert Chester" took over the baton. Although he
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rightly protested that he was not & member of the Musicians' Union the
orchestra were only too ready to accept him, no alternative being avail-
able at short notice; for without a conductor it would have been a
case of - no music - no show - no payl

Tn & previous short article on "Gilbert Chester" I wrote that he
was related to Carrol| Gibbons of the Savoy Hotel fame, but I have been
informed by Miss Gibbons that there was no relationship at all. The in-
formation had been given to me in good faith, and the possibility is that
as both of them were balf American, and both conductors, with the same
surname - oy informant must have been confused by the amazing aimilari-
ties between the two Gibbona,

Round about 1920, one of tbe mest prolific writers of juvenile
fiction in Fleet Street was Andrew Geoffrey Murray, who wrote under
mumercus pen-names. Tall and dark, similar ia locks to the late Jack
Puchanan, he also owned his own publishing business ("Nicholas Islay"
was one of his hard-covered book nsmes.) The circumstances of "Chester's"
first meeting with A.G. Murray are not clear, An elderly author once
told me that they were slightly related, tut Miss Gibbons said that she
was not awere of this,

nchegter” wrote a great deal for A.G. Murray, using the latter's
name, for both the juvenile and women's fiction market, Iater, more of
the writing fell on "Chester's" shoulders when Murrey beceme ill - and
very eccentric! Pinding thie very tedious, "Gilbert Chester" finally
decided to ap-roach the Amalgamated Press sbout writing Sexton Blake
stories in his own r;gllt. (To be continued)

¥ ¥ ¥ X ¥ ¥ ¥

G, H. TEED'S FIRST STORY
By Walter Vietb

The first publisbed story of any author has a particular interest
of its own, So what can onme say sbout G,H. Teed's first Sexton Blake
novel, "DEAD MEN'S SHOES"? Frankly, it was poorly done, and, to one
fully accustomed to the author's well-lmown style, very difficult to
believe that he really wrote it. The writing is immature, yet with
slight promise of better things being accomplished when the author has
gained more experience on having settled down in his profession. The
fragility of the plot, and the subsequent lack of conviction of what
there is of it, make - and there:is no irtention to pun - tedious
roading,

But there was one little point of interest, this being the intro-
duction of what the author termed "Detective Carter, the famous American




detective.” The only famous U.S. detective was the well-known Nick
Carter, believed to have been created by the late John Russell Coryell
in the NEW YORK WEEKLY, somewhere in the 1680's, who was followed by
the ill-fated Frederick van Renssalaer Dey, who committed felo de se
in New York,

Not a theory, but a thought arrested in passing: Did G. H. Teed,
in view of his introduction of what may have been intended to be the
famous Nick Carter in his first Sexton Blake story, write stories of
this character for the American market in the early 1900's? Certainly
the author's considerable imowledge of America as demonstrated in "Dead
Hen's Shoes" and many more Blake novels, would have been of immense
help to him in the turning out of such stories.

* O* ¥ ¥ X X X ® ¥

BEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY TITLES AND AUTHORS {1st sertes)
continued

Noe The Riders of the Bands... (G, Orent, Mlle Julie).
{Reprinted in 2nd seriea No, Ij26

Ne.

No, 266 Lady Eharlow's Secret.... .. ...

No, 257 The Cose of the Amber Crown.. (A, Steele)..
No, 268 The Becret of the Bafe ..

No, 269 The Mystery of Glyn Castle

Mo, 270 The Affair of the Seven Mumy Cases

No, 271  The Secret Emcrald Mines _ (Rymer)

No, 272 The Czse of the "Wizard" Jockey..

No, 273 North of 550 (Lanles

No. 27, The Green Eyes .. . . i
No, 275 ‘The Case of the Island Princess . (Dr, Ferrarv)
Noe 276 A Legacy Plumer)
No, 2f7 The Qyst

No, 278 The Case

No, 279 The Case

No, 280 The 5un

No, 281 The Face

No, The H
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

ROBERT BLYTHE'S new address is 40, Ellesmere Road, Dollis Hill,
London, N.W.10.
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Wolcon. 1.oe Coluimm

(Conducted by JACK WOOD)

First, may I wish all my correspondents, answered and unanswered,
a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

During 1961 I hope we shall have many new "faces" in this Column,
vut what better at a time of natural sentiment and reflection than an-
other chapter from the memories of the late Herbert Leckenby, to whonm
the hobby owes so much.

THE CAREER OF NELSON IEE
(Continuing Chapter 13 of MEMORIES of OLD BOYS' PAPERS,
written by the late HERBERT LECKENBY in 1943.)

The new Nelson Lee Story was entitled "The Silver Dwarf" and it
was a fitting successor to "Birds of Prey". In writing it Maxwell Scott
must have been in his element, for not only would he have to study
railvay timetables, but Lloyds list of ship sailings as well.

"The Silver Dwarf" had the kind of plot which has been used many
tines ard oft, the dispute over the rightful heir to vast estates. The
title of this particular story was derived from a silver statuette
which had stood on a mantlepiece in an ancestral hall, The all-import-
ant papers reposed in it, and the search for it when it disappeared
took Nelson Lee and his villainous rival to the other ends of the earth,
In Maxwell Scott's inimitable way first one and then the other was in
the lead, and once more Nelson Lee faced death in the cause of juatice
and the right.

When the chase reached the antipodes "The Silver Dwarf" came to
an end only to be followed immediately by a sequel or Book 2, with the
title "The Missing Heir," In this the thrills were continued over the
other half of the world, the return journey being made via New York,
Y.  The BOYS' REALN made its appearance about this time and it was
not long before a Nelson lee story was introduced, "Nelson lee's Rival"
being the title, and a French detective the rival. It was followed by
another, "The Hidden Will", Both these stories were illustrated by
Fred Bermett, I really should not attempt to criticise the artists,
for, as I have said before, I could never draw a straight line. But I
believe a famous men of letters once said one need not be a carpenter
to criticise a chair, so I will venture to say I was disappointed when
Fred Bennett was given the job of illustrating a Nelson Lee story. To
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me, at any rate, hia characters always appaumd to look like tramps,
even his sooiety men reminded me of the broken-down 'swells! of the
msic-halls. As far the occasional women, I cannot believe they ever
looked like he portrayed them, even when allowing for the fashion of
the period. Anyhow, whether Fred Bennett had anything to do with it or
not, these two stories did not appeal to me as the earlier BOYS' FRIEND
aeria]a had done, Still, it may be fairer not to blame Mr. Bemmett at
21l but to suggest that perhaps Maxwell Scott was not in his usual form.

About this time the BOYS' HERAID joined the "Friend" and the
"Realm" and in No, 2 "Nelson Lee's Pupil" was started. The pupil was
Nipper, meking his first appearance, He was destined to become aa
famous as his master, Unlike Sexton Blake with Tinker, Nelson lLee only
'found' Nipper once, To digress for a moment, I mean by this that when
Cecil Hayter wrote his stories of Sexton Blake at school, and later at
Oxford, for the BOYS' HERAID, the detective was supposed to have found
Tinker during the run of the latter story. Yet, when in later life he
hed settled down to his chosen profession, he had brought to book many
criminals and gone through countless adventures before there was any
mention of Tinker, and then they met under quite different circumstances.
And, of course, to meke it more paradoxical the stories of Blake's pre-
detect:l.ve days mnpeared in the BOYS' HERAID at a much later period.

However, to return to Nelson Lee and Nipper. The boy was supposed
1o be & street urchin with a father known as Fiddler Dick, The plot
of the story concerned a buried treasure, half of which belonged to
Fiddler Dick and, after he was murdered, to Nipper. In Maxwell Scott's
favourite fashion the chase took the characters arcaming to foreign
lands, including an island in the Pacific, In the end, of course,
Nelson lee adopted Nipper as his ward, under the latter's rightful name
of Richard Hamilton, and in future stories he always played a part,

Harry lane, an artist who did a great amount of work for the A.P.
illustrated "Nelson lee's Pupil". I cannot recollect him doing the
same for any other Nelson lee serial, however.

After a rather lengthy abserce Nelson lee returned to the pages
of the BOY'S FRIEND in a story entitled "The Great Unknown," This was
in Maxwell Scott's best vein, and once again Lee was up against a doughty
adversary - Lockwood Beck, a famous scientist., In this story, too,
Jack ILangley, who played a prominent part in "Birds of Prey", was re-
introduced and A, H, Clarke did the drawings,

So far, I have mentioned the stories in something like their
proper sequence, for the earlier serials remain more vividly impressed
on my mind, and in some cases I have copies to rely on. But from now
on I make no claim that the stories I mention are in the order in which
-continued on page 18 ..,
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they appeared in the three papers, the BOYS' FRIEND, BOYS' REAIM and
BOYS' HERALD, Neither can I say I shall mention them all, for to a
great extent I shall be relying upon my memory.

Anyhow, in the BOYS' HERALD No, 118 dated 21st October, 1905,
there commenced "The Football Detective," the second Nelson lee story
to appear in that paper. The plot was on the old, old thems, the
villain succeeding to the estates if only the heir is out of the way!
But the atmosphere was a little different, for a good deal of the
story concerned the doings of a First Division Association Football
Club. To aid his investigations Nelson Lee actually played in the for-
ward line of the club, Newport Rovers, and seemed to be quite a success,
In real life of course he would have been somewhat a football veteran,
especially for a wing man, for had he not been tracking criminals to
their doom for over eleven years? But in the realms of fiction, of
course, that is a mere detail.

This story was illustrated by 'Val' Reading, and he turned out
some very effective front pages. He showed Nelson lee to be quite a
boyish, handsome chap, quite different from the keen, sharp-featured
portrayal of A, H. Clarke, It was his first engagement on a Nelson
lee serial, and I placed him & jolly good second to Clarke.

About the same time there also appeared in the BOYS! FRIEND "The
Black House," I have only a vague recollection of this story, but I do
know that at that time I considered it only a poor one. The story
started in No. 221. It was followed by "Detective-Warder Nelson Lee,"
comnencing in No, 237. This again, in my opinion, was not up to the
standard of the earlier stories.

Back to the BOYS! HERALD again, on the front page of No. 208
appeared a fine drawing by 'Val' depicting a scene from "The Iron Hand."

This seems to be jumping ahead somewhat, for the 'Herald' was more than
two years the junior of the 'Friend' in its penny status, but, as I
have said, I cannot vouch for the proper order. Anyway, with this story
Faxwell Scott was back in his best form, Once again Nelson lee was at
grips with a great criminal organisation,chief of which was one Paul
Herman., An airship played a prominent part for the first time in a
Nelson Lee story. It was rather a quaint sort of airship, for, despite
the fact that at the time of the story airships were about as unususl
as sovereigns are now, this one appeared to be able to cruise about the
country without attracting any attention,

In "The Iron Hand" apart from Nipper, Nelson Lee had the help of
two other detectives, Mackenzie, a Scotsman, and O'Brien, who, needless
to say, bailed from Ireland; at least he had their assistance in the
earlier part of the story, but in the course of it Maxwell Bcott had
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hoth of them murdered by the gang. He seemed to have them dismissed
in rather casual fashion, or so it appeared to me, Nevertheless, it
was a good story with plenty of action and thrills.

To be continued,

************l*f#********

HAMLTONTANA

"The Beggar of
Shantung," the

THE BECGAR OF SHANTUNG) 5=

sidered by most
readers to be the
finest travel series
that the famous
author ever wrote.

A grand colourful
stary in which
Ferrers Locke dis-
guised himself as
a beggar from Shan=
tung, In order to
penetrate far into
the heart of China,
where the chums
were prisoners of
the mendarin, Tang
Wangs

The artist = Leonard
Ehields.

HURREE SINGH =~
THIRD _FORMER

By Gerry Allison

Devereux was a
mighty footballer,
the eaptain of the

first fifteen of Netherby, and what he didn't know about Rugb¥ wasn't worth knowing.
It pleased him to see the younh%ar.era so keen, and he gave them words of encouragement
Epat were very gratifying to the Third,
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Hurree Singh came In for most of the captain's notice,es..

"y hat}" said Devereux, "If the Indian gets half a chance tomorrow, I wouldn't
give twopence for the chances of the Fourth,"

He patted Hurree 8ingh on the shoulder when he came off the fleld,

"You!ll do, my ladl® he exclaimed. "If you keep on as you've started, you'll be a
credit to Netherby. I shouldn’t be surprised to see you captain of the first fifteen If
you stay long enough at Netherby, my lad, You were barn for Rugger,"

I wonder if the above passage is as surprising to the majority of
wy readers as it was to me. Hurree Singh first came to Greyfriars in
lisgnet No, 6 when the boys of Beechwood Academy run by Herr Rosenbaum,
were accomuodated at the school, When they moved out, Inky came back
and hid in a boxroom. When discovered, he was allowed to change schools.
This happened in March, 1908,

Now a few weekyago - just when I came out of hospital, my valued
correspondent, Bill Thurbon of Cambridge, wrote and asked me when it was
that Hurree Jamset Ram Singh made his debut. I sent him the information
in the preceding paragraph. Then came his reply: Dear Gerry, I think
we are definitely on to something, This looks like another 'first' for
the Marvel, With his letter, Bill enclosed a copy of No. 161 of The
Marvel, which is dated 23rd February, 1907,

Besides a Jack, Sam and Pete story, this Marvel contains a "Splen-
did School Tale" by Charles Hamilton, entitled "FAIR PLAY", and it is
from this yarn that the opening paragraphs of this article are taken.
Yes; Jjust as St. Jim's first made it's apoearance in Pluck, so one
Greyfriars character was first introduced in Pluck's companion paper
The Marvel, almost twelve months before Magnet No. 1. was published en
15th February, 1908.

As this is a discovery of considersble interest, perhaps the meny
admirers of the Nabob of Bhanipur would like to read how he made his
first appearance on the literary scene. The following comes from
Chapter 1, of "Fair Play" which is entitled:

The Nabob comes to Netherby

Owen Redfern of the Third Form at Netherby School, closed his Virgil with a snap,
and & sigh of relief, There was a buzz of talk in the Third Form rocm, and Redfern, hard
at work In the midst of it, had found 1t somewhat distracting,.,.,.some extrenely interesting
topic wWas being loudly discussed by a dozen Juniors, and Redfern, now that his work was
done, was eurious to know what it was. He joined the group by the fire, who were surround=
ing a slim, light=haired youth, who appeared to be In possession of exclusive Information,,

"He's really here then, Knowles?"

"Yes, I tell you I saw him,"

"Where is he now?

"In the Head!s SLUdY." ...es

"What's all this cackle about, anyway?" exclaimed Oven Redfern, "Who and what's
in the Head® study, Knowles?"

"The new kid,"

"0h, the new kid? Nothing

Bbout thaks. 18, ¥hererl..




*There 1s about this one,”

"What!s the matter with him?*

"Nothing, only he's & nigger,"

"A nigger}" ejaculated Redfern,

"Well, an Indian," sald Knowles. "It's much the same, aintt {27

"You've got a lot to learn, my son, if you think it's much the same," sald Redfern,
sententiously. "You really ought to know better than that, Knowles,"

"Ch ratsl® sald Knowles, "I don't care whether he's brown or black, I think it's
a howling check " of them to stick him fn our Farm®

"Rotl" sald Redfern, "What's his name?®

uCh, I've got that down finel" grinned Knowles,. "Hurree Jamset Ram S8inghl" How's
that?” seeeeeees

"Come in, Rurree Singh," said Mr, Lumsden,

The portly form of the Third Form master nearly filled the doorway, He advanced
into the room, and the lad who Was behind him followed him in. Then the curlous Third=
Formers got 2 good look at him,

He was a youth of medlum size for his age, slenderly built, with a skin of deep
olive, and very large and brilliant black eyes, He was dressed in Etons, and wore a
very large flower in his jacket, His dusky face was not exactly handsome, but there was
an expression of good=nature and simplicity about it that favourably impressed the be-
holder, He earried himself very elegantly, and his manner was of the most agreeable

politeness.

"My boys, this is your new Formefellow, Hurree Singh," said Mr. Lumsden, with &
wave of the hand, .

The Indian boy was left alone with his new Form-felloms. He was surrounded at
once by eager seckers after knowledge.

"] say, Inky, where doyou come from?" asked Knowles.

The Hindoo lad looked puzzled,

"My name is not Inky," he sald jn excellent English. "Hy name 1s Hurree Jamset Ram
Singh,"

And that is our first sight and hearing of the boy who was later
to become a member of the Famous Four, and then the Famous Five. His
English did not remain excellent at Netherby, but did not deteriorate
into the baboo-jargon with which we are so familiar, Here is one of
his speeches:

"I speak English with the complete facilitation of the highly-
educated, but it is a difficult language, and I may have with inadver-
tence used an incorrect expression, but I shall commmicate with you
more freely when I become accustomed to the idiots here."

Tn all the story there is not a single example of 'the ——=fulness
is terrific.' As to Ink's prowess at Rugger - the Third beating the
Fourth by ten points to eight in the final chapter - this was never
mentioned at Greyfriars, even when the Remove played Bolsover School
at Rugby in February, 1910. (See Magnet No, 104 "The Greyfriars
Fifteen.") But then, Hurree Jamset Ram Singh was always & modest sort
of chap.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ *
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BILLY BUNTER WORKS FOR THE KIDDIES

CITY STAGE PRODUCTICNS, the Directors of which are our old friends, Bernadette
Milnes and Michael Anthony, gave the entire opening perforrance of "Billy Bunterts Swiss
Rell" at the Vietaria Palace, over to charity, They have also been helping to publicise
the need and the good work done by the Barnarde Hores,

At a glant carnival parade through the streets of I1ford and Barkingside on Friday,
Decerber 16th, one of the most interesting floats consisted of a school scene with BIlly
Bunter, the Famous Five and Mr, Quelch,

A special newspaper, "Christmas Tires," produced to ald this grest charitable under=
taking, gave much prominence to the Vietoria Palace show. A mumber of free seats at the
Christras Eve matinee were given, under certain conditions, to purchasers of the peper,

A writer in the colurns of the paper tried to explain Bunter to the readers, He
wrote: "Billy Bunter appecred In the old Magnet and Cem comles that Crandad used to hide
under his desk."

Unhappy man] No, we don't mean Grandad}

L R

ILL INGWORTH KNCWS HIS CREVFRIARS

Did you see the cute Tllingworth cartoon In the Daily Mail just before Christmas?
A plump, familier schoolboy, representing British Rallways, was waving In the alr a
remittance for &400 million, There was simply the caption under: "Hurrzh} You fellowsl
My postal orderfts comel®

Evidently I1lingworth thinks that Bunter needs no explaining to the British public,
Nor do wel

@ s s s s s s s &

LONDON WELCOMES NEW BUNTER SHOW

In these days when there are so many sleazy television plays, salacious films, and
smitty stage productions it is supremely refreshing to see a packed audience of children
and adults cheering and enjoying every minute of BILLY BUNTER!'S SWISS ROLL at the London
Victaria Palace, That was this critic's reaction on the opening day of the show,

Every eftort has been made to maintain the Greyfriars traditicn and Maurice Me=
Loughlin, vho has written the play, has deftly used his experience to delight the kiddles
and please the adults at the same time, He knows his Greyfrisrs, In the opening scene
Frank Nugent is examining a camera, and he remarks: "It was given to by Manners of St,
Jim*s," It has nothing to do with the play - but it gives a warm feeling to folk who
rerenber the Cem with affection, Maurice, rather wistfully, said to me: "It means nothing
to most of them, but I liked to pop it In," Don't you belleve it, Maurice, [711 wager
that thousands of adults, visiting the Vic, gurgle with delight when St, Jim's is menticned,

This play 1s splendidly acted throughout, There is no flaw anywhere, The part of
Billy Bunter is played by Keith Banks, and it must be admitted that any actor, takling over
the part which Gerald Campion has played so well and far so long has a thenkless task,
Naturally, we awaited his portrayal with some mervousness,

It 1s pleasant to be able to report that he gives a very fine perforrence, Banks!
Bunter is by no means an imitation of Campion's Bunter, Banks 1s less agile and less
11ssom than Campion, which is no real drawback, He 1s, perhaps, a little closer to the
Mognet Bunter, rolling along rather than darting about as 1ight as a feather. In appear—
ance, the two Bunters are remarkably alike, I hope it is not ungenercus to mention that

the old Bunter's infectious fat giggle is missed, but no doubt that will come along as the
show progresses, The new Bunter has plenty of action in his fat person, too, At the
interval the curtain falls after he makes a wild dash and catches a joint of meat hurled
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high in the alr.

We congratulate Mr, Banks on a grand performance of a most difficult role.

The Famous Five are more carefully selected than ever before. They are all
atursctive lads, full of schoolboy high spirits, Bob Cherry is fair and a real Bobj
Wharton is dark and more of a leader; Johnny Bull locks like Johnny Bull; Nugent is
quieter and more reserved than the resti Inky, apart fron his turban, looks 1like our
Inky, The boys have more to do than ever before, which is all to the good, There is a
delicious and quite brilliant sequence in which one bay after the other Is stunned and
tipped into a window seat, This new, more youthful Famous Five are 2 vagt asset to the
production.

Mr, Quelch is played by Robert Lankesheer, and he 1s nearer to the Quelch of the
Magnet than eny we have yet seen. In both mien and appearance, he is an excellent Quelch,

Keith Marsh gives an outstanding performance as a weary waiter, and he reminds one
astoundingly of Mr, Pastry.

Michael Anthony, T.V. star and C.D. supporter, is grand as an unscrupulous race=
course habitue. In horsy attire and sporting a monocle, he never puts a foot wrongs A
superb piece of character work.

BILLY BUNTER'S SWISS ROLL is fast-moving, and the slick pieces of contrivance are
well-rehearsed and executed, The plot tends, at times, to be obscured by the pantomime=
type by-play, but hilarity is maintained throughout andthere is not a dull moment. Young=
sters of all ages will love it. The slap-stick finale, with Bunter eating the bird from
the cuckoo clock nay not be quite to the taste of Magnet fans, but the kids roar the
house down, And it's the kids who count at this time of the year.

Decor and 1ighting are excellent, and Ellen Pollcck has made a fine Job of the
production side, Incidental music to the play s written by our own Eric Fayne,

« s + = 2 = & & @«

GEMS OF HAMILTONIANA

Munch, munch, munchl Gruntj
Munch, munch, munchi Cruntl
It shounded something 1ike & horse at fodder, and something 1like a porker at the
t, as it proceeded from Study No. 1 In the Greyfriars Remove, clearly it
could be neither,
(Sent in by Peter Hanger, Northampton. )

The wide, deep river ran on with a steady rmurmur, and bubbled and sang through the
rushes, and down the centre of the strean lay a golden bar of sunlight,

But nearer the rich, earthy banks the overhanging trees made a tremulous shade, In
the clear water, the thick follage was mirrored with flecks of golden light filtering in
and dancing on the water.

(Sent in by Tom Dobson, Austr:lia,)

mplease, sir,” gasped Bunter, "it wasn't me who ragged your study.®
#hat?" snapped the Remove Master, mYou should say "It was not I', Bunter,"
wgh, sir," sald the Oul of the Remove, blinking., ®I never thought it was you, It
stands to reason you wouldn't rag your own study sir,"
(Sent In by Beryl Porter, 0ld Rill.)
{Book souvenirs are awarded for all 1tems found sultable for publication in this colum,)
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IET'S BE CCHTROVERSTAL

(In this series Eric Fayne fouches on certain matters of interest to
students of the Hamilton papers. He gives his own views superficially.
If you will write to him, expressing your opinions, on the topics he
discusses, he will sumarise readers' views in a future issue,)

No, 46. WHEN IS A COMIC NOT A COMIC?

Reader John Jukes of Bournemouth has sent me a cutting from
Bulton's WEEKLY POST, It consists of a letter written to the Editor of
that paper by a resder named F. J. Moran who lives at Dunstable, Mr,
Moran writes as follows:

THE DRAW OF THE MAGNET

If you value Mr, Severn's contributions and intend to print more of them, for good-
ness sake restrain him from referring to that venerable school magazine The Magnet as a
"comic,* The man is 1lable to lose his life, or, at least, suffer severe physical injury
at the hands = or sticks - of those "0ld Magnetites" who are likely to descend on him in
fury and just wrath.

The literary pen of Frank Richards (1 cannot call him Charles Hamilton) produced
mch more than a "comie®, His characters 1ived, they were real, and a code of behaviour
mas portrayed which is sadly lacking today, When he tock us on an overseas tour with
Harry Wharton and Co,, We were in those countries.

I am not altogether surprised at Mr, Severn being top In essays at School. He ad-
mits he read The Magnet, I have a friendh who swears he passed an Important examination
in Latin through remembering a translation ‘which he read in that magazine,

More power to your elbow, Mr, F, J. Moran of Lunstable.

Recently my feelings were similar to those of Mr. Moran. I called
at the studio of the photographic artistewho do a good deal of work now
for COLIECTCRS' DIGEST. A week or so previously I had left two Gems to
be photographed for reproduction in the Annual, and I also left my
usual injunction that great care was to be taken of the originals. When
I called for the pictures, a young man of some twenty summers came to me
and said politely: "Your pictures are ready, sir, and we have taken
great care of your comics."

Sorrowfully, I pointed out to this ignorant young man that the
Gen was not a comic. He apologised and asked "What is it then?" How
would you have answered him?

I explained that a comic was a paper filled with funny stories in
pictures, whereas the Gem was a paper containing long stories, published
weekly for older boys. later I took him a copy of Tiger Tim's Veekly
and placed it beside the Magnet to emphasise the point. But I felt
painfully inadequate and I wonder whether I convinced him,

How indicative it is of the times in which we live when, to
youngsters, papers like the lagnet, the Nelson Iee, the Gem, ete., are




all "comics!™ They kmow no better, Few, under the age cf 25, have
ever seen any paper comparable with those we loved - papers which we
lmow, instinctively, did us a world of good,

From whence comes that all-embracing term of today - COMICS?
Probably from the same source that has changed records to discs, films
to movies, snappy songs to "pops", coffee houses and cafes to expresso
bars. It is a trend that I, at least, view with uneasiness,

In our time, we rose from "Tiny Tote" to the "Rainbow" and thence
to the "Magnet" or some similar paper. Today, youngsters become adults
(or so they imagine) much more quickly, Overnight, they promote them-
selves from "Playhour" to "lady Chatterley's Lover" from "The Sleeping
Beauty" to "Beat Girl,"

Maybe youngsters cannot be expected to enthuse over anyone so old-
fashioned as Mr, Quelch, After all, every time he gives the Bounder a
well-deserved "Six" he puts the clock back a hundred years.

It's just my point of view! What's yours?

* ¥ * * ¥
CONTROVERSTAL, ECHOES
No, Lh, BPOTLIGHT ON THE FAGS

ARD BLICHT, You comment on Wally Bunter being appointed First Form Master at the age
of 15 plus, and how very unlikely that such a thing could happen as a permanent appoint=
ment, and I quite agree, but It Is amazing how such things did happen in real 1life. At a
meeting of the Society of which I President we had a lecture on "Schools and Schooling
in the 19th Century® and we learned of Dame Schools, where children paid 1d a week, and
of many instances where children of 12 years of age were put In charge of younger childrens
Recently, a lady who taught me, over 50 years ago, told me that she had started her teaching
career when only 11, a post she held for two years before going away to have her own edu=
cation completed and become a qualified teacher, BSuch things could not happen today, but
they did when Charles Hamilton was putting Oreyfriars into history.

RON HODGSON, 1 am just reading ®The Saving of Selby® in which
2gs play a large part. I reelly enjoy this type of yarn = the
fags make a change from the herces of the Fourth and Shell, As
Martin Clifford puts it: *In the Third Form at 8t, Jim's manners
and customs were by no means polished. The celebrated Lord
Chesterfield would have found himself quite out of place there,
In the Third a fellow said what he thought, without stopping to
think twice, as a rule, The result was that very plain English
wag spoken In the Third, There never was much room for doubt
about what one fellow thought of another fellow,*

Eg;m mu:%. I find myself in full agreement with your view
on part p. by the fags in the Hemilton papers, They
seldom became really dimensional characters, and while the

spoiled younger brother gave rise to some excellent stories it
was & pity that all the major "minors' should have conformed to
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this type. A11 in all, 1 think my favourite fag was not a Hamilton charecter, but Wally
Handforth of Bt. Frank's; but I do retain a really soft spot for Flip, who seemed a
genuine small boy end quite a touching figure,

JIH SWAN, Personally, [ found the Wally Bunter - Form Master stories quite amusing, It
TSt be pointed out that even Mr, Hamilton created far-fetched situations at times, Can
you honestly believe that a whole school could be decelved In a new boy coming, calling
himself Prince Bomombo, who was really Bunter In disguise? This is far more fantastic,

1n oy cplnicn, shen bringingback Wally undisguised, for Wally was always a clever scholar,
Student teachers were common In schools in the 20's,

E&%,M BROSTER. The starles In which Wally Bunter, at fifteen or so, wes put in charge of
2 form, even as juvenile as a First Form, were rather fantastic, What qualifications
would such @ lad have for teaching? As much training = or even more - is necessary for
teaching the very young, as for training older students.

For more than 50 years Charles Hamilton has been giving us an almost perfect pilcture
of an English Public Bchool in his stories, Thousands of yarns have left In our imagin-
ation a realistic pioture of these schools, their geography, their personnel, what they
look 1ike, Why spoil a run of glorious yarns by bringing in scmething which matters not
at all, such as a First Form? Why bring in a set of very little boys? Are not Dicky
Nugent and his set young enough? These beloved school yarns of ours are one of the things
left to us which have not been spoiled by the changing times. Let!s not spoil the plet-
wre by locking up little discrepancies like the point in question.

ERIC FAYME adds: Teachers are born and not made, A hundred diplemas and degrees do not

= teacher of a man who is mot gifted to teach, But I stil]l contend that an unqual-
1fied 1ad would never have been appointed to teach at a school 1like Greyfriars, And
Wally, though a clever boy, had only been a Removitel
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QUANDA
(Our Questions and Answers Column)

ARTHUR (Australia). About 45 years ago, the Magnet and Gem each gave a 1ift-out
‘supplement of a Who's Who, with information concerning the schools, staffs, scholars,
routine, notes on the leading characters, and maps of the districts, It said on each
cover that this supplement was compiled by the editor in conjunction wWith Mr, Richards
and Mpr, Clifford respectively, Was this correct?

FRANK RICHARDS replies: "Always happy to answer queries when practicable, but
ar this one has me beaten, I remember, of course, the Creyfriers and St, Jim's
"iho's Who' but there were several of them at different times: one I especially recall
in the Hollday Annual. Of course I must have been consulted about the details, but how
many fingers I had fn the pie I couldn't say at this date, Probably a little auctorial

finger and a big editorial one, But our friend "down under® may be satisfied that at
lesst I gave the 1ists the once=-over, Any errors that may have crept In mist be excused
for I was very young at the timel®

WANTED: Gems for binding. 1220 - 12L2, 1279 =129k, 1356 - 1420, and 1497 - 1611, all
nunbers inclusive. Offers to
YORKE ROBINSON, CLIFF PAVILION HERNE BAY, KENT.
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OLD BOrS” BOOK CLUB

Heeting held 29th November, 1960,

With Beryl Porter only just out of hospital, Ray Bennett having his mother sericusly
111 1n hospital, and Cecrge Chatham down with a chill, it was a very small assembly,
There were apologies from Win Brown, Ted Davey, and Jack Bellfield, who had other commit~
ments, Bul It was some consolation that among the seven present was Jack Ingram, after
a very long absence,

We could not make plans for the proposed Christmas dinner, so the meeting got going
with a quiz by myself. Tom Porter was most successful with this - 12 correct items out
of 16, Following came Jack Corbett's account of the books he would take on his second
visit to the desert island. These were - 1, The Edgar Bright Hagnet series; 2, The
1923 Highlands series; 3. Gem (cirea 1923) shich featured Talbot, Gore and Tickey Tapp;
4e The Wharton Lodge Christmas series which followed "Bunter's Reformation® due to his
reading Dickens' "Christmes Carol"; 5, Holiday Annual for 19013 6, Tiger Tim's Annual
for 1922 - Mrs, Bruin and the rest; 7. The Water Lily series; B8, The 1937 Magnet
serdes of Frank Courtney end the Caterpillar versus Ponsonby.

We managed to get in Norman Gregory's introductlion to a discussion on the humour
of ichards, with particular reference to the "freaks® of Greyfriars - Bunter,

Al odd, Wibley, Wun Lung, Hurree Singh, Were their abnormalities too far-fetched?
The di: sion was worth more time, and will no doubt be continued at a future meeting,

HARRY BROSTER - Secretary,

MERSEYSI
Cristmg Party =

As has been the practice in former years, a Christmas Party tock the place of the
December Meeting and things certainly went off with a swing at our new venue in Thorn—
dale Road, Formal business went by the board, and the large number present concentrated
on enjoying themselves to the full in party games and quizzes, all of which were a huge
success, and the honours were evenly scattered, Not the least memorable feature of this
ocecasion was the refreshments which seemed to be without end and for which we were
greatly indebted to Mrs. Unwin - she certainly made a grand job of ft] We avalled our—
selves of this oppartunity to meke same small presentations to Don and Mrs, Webster, who
were making their last ajpearance for the moment, anyway,

As usual, time was the enemy, and, despite the early start, the night flew over,
and It was with regret we had to depart into the wintry gloom. We look formard to the
pext meeting on January Bth, when, as the result of some publicity In the local press,
we are to be honoured with the presence of the noted Liverpool writer, Frank Shaw, A
good skart to the New Year, FRANK CASE = cary.

HORTHERN
Christmas Party, Saturday, 10th Decenber, 1960,

The Christmas Tea for 1960 was once again held in the Club room, It was the
tenth since the formation of the Northern section of the 0.B.B,C., and seventeen of us
turned up far what proved to be a very enjoyable evening,

It was a real pleasure to weloame back Gerry Allison to the fold after his recent
severe illness, Cerry, who was loocking remarkably fit, tells us that he i1s meking good
progress and hopes to resume normal activities fairly soon in the New Year,
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After a sumptuous spread, which Messrs. Bunter, Muffin, Trimble, etc., would have
glorified in, Jack Wood greatly delighted us by preducing our C,D, Annuals, The following
toasts were then proposed, and drunk in some excellent home=brewed wine provided by Tony
Potts:

Frank Richards by Geoffrey Wilde

The other Clubs and absent friends by Ron Hodgson
Eric Fayne and the C,D, by Gerry Allison

The Ladies by Bill Harrison

Ron Hodgson, our retiring Becretary, by Frank Hancock.

Then fullowed a most enjoyable f11m show provided by Mollie /11lison, during which
some of us had the pleasure of seeing ourselves on the sereen

We then had a game 'Cross-country run from Greyfriars to St, Jimts, and vice versa!
devised by Gerry Allison, 8t, Jim's ran out easy winners, the final placings being:-

1, Ernest Levison (B111 Williamson)
2, Harry Manners (Elsie Palmer)
3. Gussy! {Geoftrey Wilde)
4. FHurree Singh (Tony Potts)

5. Tom Merry {Frank Hancock)

After an Interval for further refreshments we had a session of '20 questions' sent
in by John Jarman, and all referring to Creyfriars, The team, comprising Geoff Wilde,
Elsie Palmer, Ron Hodgson, and Jack Wood were In top form and were successful with every
one,

The evening was fittingly concluded by a reading from the seasonable Magnet 'Hoat
House! serfes by Geoffrey Wilde, Next meeting - Baturday, January 14th.

FRANK HANCOCK = Becretary.

AUSTRALIA

The atmosphere was perfect when the members foregathered at the Coronet Restaurant
Sydney on Wednesday, December 1Lth, Soft lights, sweet music, delicious food, combined
with good company mede the Christmas party an assured success from the beginning at 6 p.m,
until the last toast was drunk, regretfully, at 9 p.i.

Creeting cards from our friends in the Midland Club and Bi1l Hubbard In Kenya,
were then passed around together with the Christmas issues of our old falthfuls, The
Mersey Foghorn and The Midland Newsletter - and a very special greeting ca d from our
newest postal member, Arthur Holland who joined us in spirit, Letters from our friends
Ron Hodgson, Frank Unwin, B1ll Gander and Gerry Allison were enjoyed whilst the members
waited for dinner to be served and all the news from overseas was discussed with great
enjoyment,

With appetites which would have put our friend Billy to shame, the members tackled
the Christmas fare and silence reigned. A toast to the future of the club was then
proposed by the Chairman, Syd SBmyth and drunk with enthusiasm by those present, Victor
Colby, Arthur Croser, Ernie Carter, Bruce Fowler, Stan Nicholls end Bette Pate, A vote
of thanks was then proposed to the Secretary for her work during 1960 and the wish
expressed that 1961 would see her f1lling the same position, The events of the past
year, In club activities, were reviewed enthusiastically and plans discussed for the
1961 programe,

The candles on the table had burned }ow in a graceful cascade, the planist had
grown frankly sentimental and had brought back nostalgic memories to the members with
some favourite selections of yesteryear by the time the dinner was ended, and It was
with the firm conviction that this had indeed been the best Christmas get together to
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of festivities at 9 p,m.

And on behalf of all those present may I wish you one and all a Happy and Success—
ful 1961, spent with good friends and good books In the true spirit of cur wonderful
hobby.

EETTE PATE = Secretary,
LONDCN

The thirteenth Christmas meeting, held at East Dulwich, hosts the Packmans, was
like its twelve predecessors, happy and Jolly. 29 members were in attendance despite
inclement weather and the Bennetts, who came from Tipton, Staffs voted it well worth the
Journey, Personal 'gratters! to the Midland Club in winning the Creyfriars Cup once
again, Xmas quizzes by Bob Whiter and Bi11 Lofts, Xmas Novelty by Eric Fayne, a Cavan-
dale Abbey reading by Roger Jenkins and another good reading by Winifred Morss were
enjoyed by all present. A superb "Desert Island Books® selection by David Harrison was
greatly enjoyed. The Xmas lea was very good} well done the ladies, Josie and Eleancr
Packman, Norsh Rutherford, Winifred Morss and Milllcent Lyle. The Annual General
Heeting of the club will be held on Sunday, Jamuary 15th, at a venue to be decided. Call-
over came, and It was time to wend our way home once 2gain with delightful happy memories,

UNCLE BENJAMIN

********4*****4*;w‘**x—**?
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The year that has just gone was a good one in many ways for the
hobby, COLLECTORS! DIGEST seemed to go from strength to strength, if
we can judge from the kindly letters which arrived daily in shoals from
readers. The ANNUAL was given an overwhelming reception, and glowing
messages are still being received concerning it. Two new Greyfriars
stories from Frank Richards sold, and are still selling, in great mum—
bers in the bookshops, Rookwood made a welcome re-eppearance in & well-
known periodical, and it looks as though Rookwood has come to stay,
Which is all very pleasing.

The closing months of the year were marred by the news of illness
and spells in hospital for some of our old friends. Even now, Beryl
Porter and Fred Rutherford are in hospital. Our first prayers of the

An old friend, Hylton Flatman, is also in hospital, and we hope that
he, too, may soon be feeling his old self again.
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THE COMIC PAPER FLAVOUR, Last month we promised you that this Jamuary
ipsue of the Digest would be of interest to comic-paper enthusiasts,
Much of of the flavour has been sdiven by versatile Tony Glynn, who is
responsible for our cover and centre spread. We all knew Tony as a
brilliant young journalist. Now we know him as an artist of consider-
able ability. THE EDITOR
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Yours  Sincerely

(Interesting Items from the Editor's Letter-Bag)

W (Havant) 1 was Interested in Bill Lofts! diseovery about the song "On

e o 't 1 referred to In Gem No. 155, when Herrles says "Give us a decent footer
song, Tom, and none of your blessed caterwauling about a moon in a garden," We are told
that Tom Merry "sang the famous football scng with a strong clear voice" at Glyn House,

I wonder if It was as well known to the public at large as to the juniors of 8t, Jim's.

I think the cover of the Digest Christmas Number really superb.

%MM Without exaggeration, the Digest scems to get better and better
with each succeeding month,

&m F‘I.% (Wigan) The Genm was and always will be my first love of the old Companion
er 8. started taking 1t in 1913 and readily remember the Reggle Clavering serles,
when, 1 remember, 1 could hardly walt each week to see if Tom Merry would be expelled, I
also greatly enjoyed the Toff series,

JOHN (Accra) It may be of interest to Digest readers (as it was to m) to find
that the work of E, R, Parker has been appearing in the "Soldier” magazine in which he
has been fllustrating escape stories over the last six cr seven issues,

w (Mainstone) 1 enjoyed the 1917 cover on the Digest Christmas Number. How
well 1 remembered it] And the thrilling story} What a pity we cannot reproduce those
thrills in later life and we have to make do with "touching a chord,”

FRANK %é (Leeds) I think the cards referred tu by reader Coddard, Derby, are the
4 series, issued by Maynards Ltd. There are 12 to the set, I have not seen
any of them and understand they are very rare,

% (Liverpool) The article "Voyage of Discovery® by Ray Hopkins made me smile
Tead E. W, Hildick's remarks about stories with a Secondary Modern Bchool back-
ground, What a frightful thoughtl I wonder whether they realise that, although there
are some fine lads in this type of school, the bad manners, selfishness, disloyalty to
staff and school and lack of any standard of values of a vast number of them would cer=
tainly make this yet snother "horror comic.” [ speak from experience.

W (Ceneva) I did not read Cems or Mognets when I was a boy = possibly
use [ s on Nelson lee and seemed to stick to it, Perhaps this was a blessing
in disguise, for I now find that I enjoy the Greyfriars and Rockwood stories as tales in
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their own right and am busy trying to collect as meny bound volumes as possibles

%ﬂ)ﬂ%ﬂ (Burnley) I have really enjoyed every copy of the Digest and the nost-
glc memorles of the past. 1 think the subscribers and all who read the old boys!
papers a grand bunch of chaps, and it's a plty most of the youths of today dontt follow
their example of honesty, healthy outlook and love of their fellow men.

RAY HOPKINS (New Cross) Many, many thanks for the grand Christmas Number of the good old
C.D. Fﬁ the beautiful Boy!'s Friend reproduction on the cover to the Editor's Letter-Bag
on the last page It was a grand issue, The reproductionsof old covers are so seasoneble
and, of course, the Greyfriars and St, Frank's story title illustrations are excellent,
The Wharton Lodge Christmas stary was most enjoyable. I'm S0 glad you were able to in-
sert this with the help of your smaller type,

£, THOMSOM (Edinburgh) What an Annual] Sinply marvellous, A really magnificent edition,

(In our next 1ssue we shall print a few viems on the Annual as expressed in readerst
letters, = ED.)

*******!****************

ODDS AND ENDS
By Gerry Allison

OLD BOY'S BOOKMANSHIP!  Whilst taking things easy this week,I read
Stephen Potter's recent autobiography STEPS T0 IMMATURITY., The expert
on Gamesmanship and how to win without actually cheating makes: geveral
references to his boyhood reading.

After reminircences on Canon Clark, editor of Chatterbox, and
some "wonderful new school stories in The Captain, by somebody whose
very neme sounded as if it might belong to & popular toy in the first
eleven - P.G. Wodehouse," Stephen Potter goes on:-

"Father was Chief Reader in those days. The best moment of the
week was the arrival of our weekly comic "PUCK" one penny. lot a mere
halfpenny comic like "CHIPS" tut "PUCK" which had Just started having
pages in actual colour, the colours never quite fitting the lines.

Sometimes I would start waiting at four-thirty, although the
papers weren't due to arrive till five, And then, there was "PUCKM™
lying on the docrmat, new and stinking splendidly of printer’s ink,

"Father!" Soon I was seated on hig knee in the study, and there
he would work through every page of it for me.

Saved for the last were the Adventures of Professor Radium, the
inventor who discovered ways of peeling bananas by electrical X-rays,
or going to Australia by underground slide, constructed with the help
of mechanical moles. To meke quite sure that neither of us would let
our eyes leap ahead to look at the last pictures before we had read the
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Ate Tj_rst, father would fold the paper up very small, so that we could
‘only look at each 'frame' separately, and in the right order. How
marvellous to be read to thus., Father seemed to enjoy it as mch as I
4id,"

Dear old Professor Radium, whose adventures were featured in
various other papers besides "PUCK." He and Scientific Silas of "COMIC
LIFE" should be alive today to enjoy inventing things with atomic
energy.

*
**i*;****

XEY TO PICTORIAL QUIZ

Centre Pages: The characters, all of whom flourished in CHIPS in the
1930's, are Philpott Bottles, Chips office boy; Laurie and Trailer,
the secret service men and their arch-enemy Crown Prince Oddsocks;
Homeless Hector; Filmstruck Fanny; Ivor Klue, the great detective;
Pa Perkins and his son Percy; Monty Monk; Hard-boiled Egbert and
Billy Baggs with some of the kids of Casey Court.

The cover shows world-famous Weary Willie and Tired Tim, and
Corny Chips, the paper's editor.

*
***I—:ﬂ-***

WANTED: GEMS: 338, 339, 340, 356, 358, 359, 457, 459, 493, 549, 773,
9%, 953, 94, 956, 975, 979, 980, 984, 985, 986, 989, :
998, 1116, 1126, 1129, 1133, MAGNETS: 45, 52, 134, 136, 138, 141 195,
205, 238, 277, 318, 319, 344, 345, 346, 347, 353 357, 358, 386, 338,
389, 400, 411, 417, 469, 439, 446, 422, 435, T19, 752, T73, 809, 834,
849! 5Dl 8569 858? %2, %3l %4! %Sr 865! 968! 900! 921! 924! 925’
935, 936, 940, 942, 943, 944, 946, 948, 949, %51, 954, 955, 958, 965,
968, 996, POPULARS: 370, 385, 390, 396, 398, 452, 455, 461, 474,
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