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r BILL MARTIN WORU) FAMOUS FOR-;; BOYS BOOKS I 
I 9' HILLSIDE : UlNDON, N.W.10. Phone: EI.Gar 3230 i 

l CASH WITH ORDER Cables:== UlNDON. I 
f . All boolm offer9d are alvaYB Pre 1940 , ......... ,- .......................................... _ .. _ ... __ ........... ,- ..... - .. _, .. -......................................................... , ..... _ ...... --....... _ ....... . 
! Green~ . 1910 vintB8<, • 61 ! Green Gems 1911/1912 vin~. I 
l copies between numbers 100 - 167 . i 19 copies between 202 - 228. ! 

£40 £12 ; ........................ ,-................................ ,_, ...................................................................................... . 
Green Gema, 19(17 vin~. The Complete run of Magnets, 1917. 
earl:;y half'pemly copies. 26 Numbers 476 - 501. £10 10 o. 
differeot. ,!,:),? __ ........................................ Bound volume of Christmas i 
Complete eet Greyfriars Magnets. Numbers of the Gem, 1 9'n - 1937, l 
The Water Lily Series r eputed to inclusive. Complete series, i 
be one of F. Richards' beat . , 19 copies. (Beet Offer) ! 
; ....... --.... ~ ... -........ ~ ...... ~ .... -~ .. -- .......................... r-s;;;;;:;;:i··;;;; ·~; .. ·~~~w:;-· .. ·-·1 
Ma&nete 911 - 917. The rare ! Nel son lees, var ious early i 
"Bunter Court" aeries, bow:>:l in ! Al.dines, Penny Populars, Boys ! 
a volume with 31 othe r different ! Friend Libraries, Boys· Friends, i 

, Ma&neta. £ 12 12 O. I etc. 40 oopiee. 60/-. i 
;. .................................. _, ...... _ .. ,,, ... _ ........... -,.- ....... _ ........................................... -........ ___ .. , ......... -............................. -

i ~ 
i I have various bound volumes and loose copies i 

of the f olloving, which I wish to dispoee of I,,, 

cheaply. Details on request, stating yw:r 
requirements with a stamped addressed envelope. I, 
Pre 1940 , all items, Meccano Magazines, U.S.A . 
Tnie Detective, U.S.A . Westerns, Sensational 1,, 

Library, u.s .A. Dime Novele Round Up, "lambs of 
Little Coat", Saturday Msgm,ine, Penny ""8azines, , 
Boys of EDglend, Penny Msga£ine, The Strand ""8azine, I 
Windsor Magm,ine, Young and Old, The Motor Cycling, !,! 
Cycling, I.ondon Lii'e, The London Journal, Comics, 
The Scout, Wonders of the World, etc . 

' I .. ~--....... -........ ___ .... _ ....... __ ........... _ ....... _. ........................... -............ ...,.,__ .... _..,_,... 
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* * * 
H0';1 THEY BEnAN 

llo. 2 

The second in our se rie s of covers of First Issues appears on 
our own front cover thiB ronth. The first issue of THE SCHOOL FRIE!ID, 
dated May 17th, 1919. The weekly schoo l story, featuring the sai,,e 
characters each week , had been introduced for boys as far back as 1906. 
llaw, in 1919, the same plan iB to be tried out for girls. 

The Clif f House girls had been introduced spasmodically into the 
Greyfriars st or ies right from t he beginni,w of t he Megnet - but Bessie 
Bunter had only recently 00111> into existence , no doubt taking her place 
as Billy's bro t he r in readiness for the launching of the new weekly . 
AB is Yell knoWn, Charl es Hamilton wrote a few openi:cg stories , after 
which Cliff House pessed into t he hands of another vri ter . For years, 
the School Friend vea the same size aa the Magnet, but in i ta declining 
years adopted a pocket-s i ze format. 

Copies of the paper can still be come across today, which is 
fair proof tha t boys bought it as well as girls . 

Artist from first to last vas G. ~l . Dodshon, vhoee vork can be 
f ound in various A. P . papers from early in the century . llo reade r was 
successfu l in forecasting the name of the artist, as required in our 
J'anuary competition . 

* * * * * 
OLD PAPER DIES - and '!"<10 OTHERS MARRY 

RADIO FUN, after many years of public ation , is closing dawn for 
good in February. "ADVENTURE" and "ROVEJ!" ceased aa se parate papers 
in January. They nov appear as one pape r, under the name "ADVENTURE 
and ROVER." 
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·POT POURRI 
THOSE WERE THE DAYS t 
By F. ADDINGTON SYMONre 

lion> yeers ago tha!I I care to remember , a grubby little urchin 
(me!} used to meet several other ditto on a piece of waste groUDd ad
jace nt to their respective bomes. Each of them carried , eithe r in their 
pockets ar stuffed up their clo t hes, surdry scnd:fy copies of what were 
then described, by their parents , as "penny dr eadful s " which they pro
ceeded secretly , am with great e• citement, t o swap, read and discuBB . 

These papers, which their parents had forbidde n them UDder pain 
of severe penalties to r ead, had been bou8l>t, scrow,ged , borro,red er 
pinched from variaus eources and had passed tprougb so many hands · that 
they were almost falling to pieces. But they were treasure trove, the 
more preciaua because they had been "verboden . " They were of an limost 
infinite vnriety , ranging from the Ha' penny Marvel to True Bl ue , the 
Dick Turpin Library and t he Boy's Friend . There were also some copies 
of two weeklies which were co:i!pe2"1tive newcomers , the Gem and the 
Magnet. AIJd some of tbo more enterprising among the gang had even IIIM
aged to discover odd copies of other journals belonging to an almost 
prehistoric period , such as Boye of England and Boye of the J;mpire. 

OUr parents, doubtles s acting (misguidedly) for our own good , had 
lumped nll sucb publications toee t her as being "b l ood and thunder " and 
I think one of the reasons for t hi s was the off - putting titles, sucb 118 
the Ha' penny H.::.r vel , and the lurid covers - especially those of True 
Blue , which were near l y always bespattered v i th gore. Actually, of 
course , none of the papers vas 1n the l e11St bo:nnt\11 and cany afforded 
great delight to the ir you th1'ul readers . 

My own special favuuri te was the Big Budget , which was not on the 
parentnl Index , pro bably (a) because the ti tl e vas ianocuaus and (b) 
because the cover alveya consiated of a set of comic pictures dealillg 
wit h the adventures of Ajry Alf and Bouncing Billy. Its companion 
paper , the Boye ' leade r , V llS no less 1n de=d but thia only ID8Il8g8d to 
escape the Index after I hBd provided it vi th an ali bi by pointing out th:it 
it &:i1'1Mt.d fllDD the same editorial office llS the Big Bu,;get ! 

I still ranember vividly many of the fomous cbarscters 1n the al 
most count l ess stories vhich I r ead in these and other journsls. Their 
names, no l ese than the ir adventures, held and st ill bol d a kind of 
magic for ... . One of t he 1DOSt spectacular V88 Grnydon Garth, "State s
man, __Empire ~er and f.eader of. Meni." by Sidney Drew t who also created 
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his counterpart in Feners lord for the Boy' s Friend, and, many years 
later, "resusc itated " them both in their character of Royston Drske, 
for Ill)' own paper, The Chompion. 

Then there were the famous Bf8 Budget and Boys' leader detectives -
Kenyon Ford , Vernon Read, Vernon Trev (and his dog •e1utch" ). And, 
talking of detectives, there was t hat picturesque array in the various 
Amalgemated Preas publications, headed by the ilmnortnl Sexton Blake 
and including Royston Gower, Dr. Messina, Dr. Nevada, Kit and Cor a 
Twyfo:rd (the brother and siste r •tees), Frank Dudley, Inspecto r Spear
man, John Slea th o.nd Stanley »..re. 

Other unforgettable characters were, for instance, Jack, Sam and 
Pete, of the Marvel; t he Cap•n, the Cook and the Engineer ( t he Cook 
be~ Cookie Scrubbs and his ' Ambone) of Pluck; and a strM88, rat her 
original cr ea tion called "Hairpin" who alao, I think, appeared in 
various stories in the same paper. But the most famous of them all 
were, of course, the boys of Greyfriars an:! St. J1n's , in the ~e t 
and Gem, and I personall y found almost equal delight in reading abou t 
Billy Bunter and Arthur Afl8U.BtUB D' Arey. Today , the arist ocr at of St. 
Jim ' s seems an out-dated, al.Jlloet unreal c~.arscter, but I think that 
Billy Bunter was predestined for immortality, taking his pla ce from 
the outset in the gallery of the great English comics. It lll'IY come as 
a shock to some of us, but if we are honest wi th ourselves, we have to 
admit that we r ecogni ze some of our own little weaknesses in Billy -
our temptations, sometimes, to exaegerate, to pull a fast one , or to 
wriggle artfully 011t of an uncomfortable situation. Of course, unlike 
Bunte r, we never - Jr hardly ever - yield to such temptations and we 
forgive the fat Owl of the Remove because, thankB to the genius of his 
creator, be is presented to us Yi th such a ric h fund of !rumour, so that 
we chuckle even while we condemn! 

There were, too, tboee other schoolboy characters, Gordon Gay and 
Co., whose adventures ran in the Empire Library; and I well remember 
the st ories of Jimmy Silver and Co. of Rookwood. But none of t hese 
had - for ms at any rate - the fascination of the boys of Greyfriara, 
entertaining though they undoubtedly were •••• 

Other papers which I r emember, but of which ve hear little no,m,. 
deys, even in the C.D. were the old Boys' World, the Nugget Library, 
the Aldine CheerfUl, and a rather odd weekly called the Boys I Mail. 
There was also the Scho lars• Own, and two weeklies published by Newnes -
Boy's Life and Boy' s Best. The former was a so rt of companion to the 
ol d Captain - a "qual ity' ' paper which published some very distinguis hed 
stories; the latter was run on more "popular" lines , but did no t live 
for very lo ng, though I was sorry to see it go • 

......... , .... , ... , ............................ , ... , ..... NHUHff"'"'""'"""'""' ... "''"'"' .. '"'""""'"'"'""'""'"'"'ffl"""'""'''""'""'"'""HHff"l""tm"""'""'"'llf""'"'""'""' 



Pege 6 ......... - ......... ..... ................... ................. ....................... - ............... _ ...... .......... , •. - ..................... ....... ... . 
Tbose were illdeed the cl.eye and I look be.ck upon them with 

DOSt&lgic gratitude. '!'be pleasures they aff orded were unique, in that 
the y are unlikely ever to be repeated. We live now in such an un
romantic, "reelistic" 889, mid the young people of today do not reali se 
whet they have missed by being born several generationa too late . 

* * * * * 
AIMOOT A COLLFX:'l'at 

A Tragic Tale 
by FRANK SHAW 

I could ecarcely read when I fOWld Ill}' first "M!lgnet" on top of a 
wardrobe. It had been left there, with a IIUIIlber of others, by Ill}' 

brother who had g0Jl9 t o the war. lie, now in hia sixties, hsd read the 
paper from ite beginning. I became a regular reader about 1917, sn
other brother handing me down his "MBgnets" mid "Gems" ae he clid hia 
trow,ers. Was it earlier? (The story was "The Honour of a Prince.") 
I kept them and the 0Il8S from the wardrobe top. From 1919 I bought 
th,.. ieyself as well ae the "Realm" "Boys Friem" and others. Reading 
about the early Greyfriare in the "Popular" sent me searching second
hand bookshope for red-backs end green-backs mid I foum plenty at a 
penny eac.>i. 

_ Bl(!~/ when I moved on to "John 0 1Iondon's" and "Passing Show" 
I had a good collection. They vent be.ck, unbroken for some years, to 
1910 and iDcluded "The Race to the Tuck-Shop". A fev I sold to a 
collector in U .s. A. 

With t hem, in an attic, I had the "Children's Newepeper" from 
first issue with the first "Holid.ey Annual" "Ham" and other mags, 
comics ( "funny Wonder" was beat, If Chuckles" worst, ) the marvello us 
"Marvel", sports papers, copies of the "Scout 11, "Clrums11, "Boys' 
MagaJ:ins", "Captain" and the early "Cbampio.1." 

To them all I pref6Tl'8<1 the "Gen" and "MBgnet" - in that order, 
(am I eccentric? Well, I preferred Vernon-Smith to Wharton and quite 
a number of the beys to Bunter. ) 

That the s t ories were by the same author I spotted early. '!'be 
drawings delighted me, especially Warwi ck Reynold 's wonderful penman
ship 8lld the "Pbiz" quality o! Chapmn . 

I eeriouely considered a long study of Frank Richards, far beyond 
what Orwell tried later am, of couree, con amore. 

I am sorry that, like Quelch'• "History of Greyfriara" (it was 
he, not Dr. lock&, wasn 't it?), the work was never completed. 
······-·· Shall .I tackle .it . now? ... Tllrn .. over .111}' valuable collection? ,_ I __ .. 
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wish I could. Perhaps I should mve told you sooner - already I think 
yr,ur readers IDllY be beating a path to 11Jlf door , jing l ing guineas - not 
one of them etista . I left home in the thirties, and in 11Jlf absence, a 
vandal oister (who herself collected t he "School Friand") destroyed 
them in an overpowering lust for tidiness. (See "'iho 's Sentimen tal ?" 
C.D. Jl889 100, Ai;ril 1960.) 

I never sniled again •••• • 
Well, no , that's not true. But don't you feel for me? 
During the l ast war I typed for r,zy eons, from memory, the old 

stories with valian t att ... pts t o illustrate them. They have gone too . 
But I recall that the original author approved and sent me some of his 
curre nt work (now in the bands of grandchildren except one Gussy yarn 
rey boy of 16 can be baard almost every nigh t chuckling over .) 

So all the l!amil toniana I now have are two letters signed "Fra.'lk 
Richards." 

Some day I'll forgive 11Jlf sister. 

* * * * * 
•!E - AND THE 1960 AIINUAL 

By RAY HOPKINS . 

It was r,zy great pleasure, this year, to do something for the 
very first time: to read the Annual hot off the press, as i t vere. It 
has always happened that I vculd be reading all the excerp ts from 
congratulatory letters received by the Editor in the monthly c.n. at 
about the same time I r eceived t he Annual. This of couree in no way 
dilmDed 11J1f own reading pleasure, but did tend to cut rey own non - verbal 
cries of ple asure becsuse, by the time Ye lli received them , t hey would 
be very IIIUCh in the nature of an anti-<: limax. 

This new 1960 Annual was a most splend i d and enjoyable iss ue. 
Not only was the look of it good, but the cover reprod uctions, alWBYS 
so mouthwatering, came out eo baautifully . I l:llmd very much Bob ' s 
ide a of Bunte r and Sexto n Blake mMquerad~ as Santa Cl aus and Father 
Time - very seasonable and very apt, I thought, •• both t hese charecte ra 
keep on a-rolling , year after year, and we of the o .B.B. C. are fortunate 
that they do. 

Our own O.B.B.C, artist cever leta us down and always turns up 
with sonething witty and , of course , beautifully drawn. It was good, 
too, to see the double feature picture of Bunter and hie T. V. portrayer , 
I1r, Chsp,,an 1s work in t he pages of C.D, is alvaye a delight, 

And nov to the re~. What a feast of information is provided 
by Messrs . Hopperton and Allison in their Tag- list! It vas a joy to go 



throU&h it and re-encounter many favourite quotations, Mesers. Lofts 
and Adley , too, in the Popular ' s Greyfriars Stories, have done a 1:10st. 
valuable service in prssent.ing the:lr oompilation, These two articles 
must have taken bours of research . !Ir. Maurer•s artic l e on wbat is for 
most of us a new field also shows DllCh research and a knowl edee of these 
old papers of which be is obviously very fond. When I 1f88 very young 
and prior to nr:, discovery of SUNBEAM (nr:, first A.P. publication) I used 
to read a small paper cal led FAIRYW rn TALES. It had a shiny cover or 
the ssme quality as the new S. B.L. end bad a 17ri8ht red 111Brgin all 
BrOlllld vi th an illustration containing a most escellent colour process. 
I believe it was priced 2d and the back cover always illustrated the 
contents of the follovi~ issue. I have no id ea who t he publisher was 
and nobody to whom I have mentiooed this old paper has ever recalled 
it . But it very evidently 1f88 of the same kind as Mr. Maurer mentions, 
thoueh I do not recall series featur.ing characters week by week. 

The contribution of the Serton Blake C:lrcle is always enjoyable 
to read, and this one appeared more racy then usual , due no doubt, to 
the emphasis on the new S.B.L . I stil l find nr:, greatest deli8ht, how
ever , in reading articles about the old S,B. characters, although I 
myself am a sc hool story enthusiast and never re ally took to detectives . 

Every article, in fact, in this latest Annual , was first-<:lsas. 
of its type and full of intense interest. 

I rruet not close without a word about the three "ori81nsls" in 
this )'9ar 1 s Annual. I refer to those contributions from the pens of 
Bette Pate, Peter Todd an:! Eric Fayne. Bette Pate's 1f88 thrilling, 
an:! Peter Todd• s was amusing. Whet a good thing that Master Todd 1fB8 

ab l e to tak9 time fran his studies at Greyfriars to produce this comical 
story. In "No End In Si8ht " I feel the writer portrayed perfectly the 
880DY we had to go through vsitillg for next week's number (the weeks in 
our youth were far longer in time than they are now), and als o the 
deli8ht in becoming re-acquainted vi th old friends in subsequent is sues. 
As for the ohsrscters , I hope our Editor will not allow this to be the 
only appearance of Messre. Buddle and Meredith. ~ ~ ~ ~! 

* * * * * 
GREmUARS ON RADIO 

By w, H. GOODHEAD 
I wonder if any of our members read in the Christmas edition of 

the T.V. !imes that Chsrlee Ti.ngwell, the Australian- born hero of 
Qnergency Ward 1 o, began his profee s ional career at the age of 17 by 
playing Bob Cherry in a radio serial, "Billy Bunter ot: Greyfriars 
S<;l10!1.l.. " ...... _. _________ __ , .. ___ ·-- ···--·--·· ........ ,---·-·····-""""'" ... - ........................ .. 



Apparently four instalments vere broadc&1t each veek, vbich 1.ndi

cates that the ser ial 111.tst have played an important part in the rrl8htly 

i=gre.mne in Australia . 
It would be very interesting indeed tc have some further details 

of this forgotten epic, Perbape our friendi! dovn...mder (or even Mr. 

Ting,rell himself) could be of assistance in tbie matter . 
It certainly indicates that t he Australians have the c=ct 

approach to the problem of putting c,ver tbe Greyfriars Ssga , I myself 

have alva,ye "8:intained that the only medium capable of handling t r.e 

storie s ve all knev and loved, vi th their melodrama, genuine h.uoour , 

adventure llDd e:i:ci tement, is the much despised "steam radio , " 
Tbe ca1n difficulty encountered in a visual pre se nt ati on of a 

Greyfriare stcry lies , I think, in the fact that the characters alva;y,, 

seemed tc bs rsther olde r than they vers actually supposed tc be and 

al.so seemed to bs slightly larger than life (en e:i:cellent thing t h is , 

We h8d standard to live up to - the codem generation has not ) , Thie 

mkes the actual presentation of a visual Coker , Vernon Smit h , Inky or 
Skinnm; .for instance , erlrsoel y difficult. Rscember, Bunter a t pres ent 

is being played by an actor nearly thirty years old , 
Via sound radio, however , these difficulties dis!lppesr . It is 

q,, i te easy tc accept the voice of a seventeen or eightee n year old 

actor in t he pert of a fourt een or fifteen year old sc hoolboy , and 

give n this new :f'reedo1:1, vbo knows vhat could not be done vi th the Lcmb 

series or soue of the adventure epics. 
As I have previously stated, tbs A,JBtrnli sn.s seeo to heve roolised 

this years 8&0, and further inforcation would be very interesting . 

* * * * * 
\ll!ERE ARE THE LAI$ OF THE LEE BRIGADE TO-NIGHT? 

By WILLIAM LISTEI! 

In E, C. Carter ' s "Glimpses into the Nelson Lee" (1960 Annual ) 

he asks "What has become of old r eaders of Nelson Lee?" I shauld l il<l, 

to give Ill)' view of the answer, 
While I was fo nd of the "P',ignet" and the "Gem", etc,, Ill)' favourite 

vas always the Nelson Lee, vbich I continued talc1ng till I was 18 ,-are 

old. Then I thought I was getting tco old for the peper, 

I am now 48 - so ve are going back :,0 years. A couple .of yeera 

ago I mentioned to an old uncle of mine (be is over 00) about the old 

days, t he old books, and we tolked of Bandfortb end E&rs Quirk af'ter 

all tbst time, We bad no ides that there were acy old copiee available . 

lie did not know of Coll ectors • Digeet . 



Page .. 10 ·····-···· .. · ·--·· .. - ····-·· ·······-·····-·····-··-· ·--··········-·····-····-- -
later I begnn buying the Sexton BlAke Library, and I became 

acquainted 111 th the Digest. Thus opened up for 11[9 •a · new old world." 
There must be hundreds like my uncle and me who, if they knew of 

Collector,, • D18est, would lib to renew contact vi th the old days. But 
they do not knowl Would this not answer Mr. Carter's question? 

* * * * * 
MEMORY OF A F.AMO!JS ARTIST 

JOHN JlJl@3 lfT'Ote to us as follOWB: "I came 8C1'088 the encloeed 
letter today. It is hom artist Briscoe. I think it is one of the 
..,st poi8nant letters I have ever possessed, for the poor chap was dead 
llithin a few short months after writillg me. I think he was genuiDe ly 
pleased that be vas remembered after all the years . " 

The following, dated July 1956, and written fran 119ver, Kent, 
are the words of E. E. Briscoe, the artist, who so many of us remember1 

"I sm tald.Ilg this , my first opportunity toe:cpress my warm thlmlm 
and gratitude to you for sending me this cbarming and cheering letter 
of very ld.D:I appreciation. It is vm:y gratifying to a conscientious 
artist to receive s~ assurance that , after the passing of DBnY years, 
there are st ill enthusiastic •old boy-a• vho have not forgotten him and 
still remetilber appreciatively his early efforts 111 th his pen and brush 
to thrill and amuse them when they vare young. 

You have del:i8hted me more than )'lU can really know, and helped 
me to pl od llit h pati ence and persistence the rough rood to • journey's 
end I tha t now lies before me. 

I f eel that I must thank you again, from my heart, for your per
ceptive sympathy aIJd kindness. Mey 'goodnes s and mercy ' fo llow you. 

Yours sincerely, E. E. BRISCOE, " 

* * * * * 
O DDS AN D ENDS 

B;y GE2ll!Y ALLISON 

~j~ ~"~T&.-~!!n~ =~ s:S~:.~a~r~!~~;~8:ia!:~r 
c:ne btt of t8N8a 1C11cb evoked ao• well knolll tmndtr J He sa id: •Llke tbe Frek 
Rtchm'd8 st.cries trom Jt!tch t.he characters C<al, tilt s pl ay t, bopelual.7 dated - l1r. 
(pel.dl In Norfolk f,lft& 8rXI tweed breeches, tr 7ou pleue . • !be next ls- of 1be 
Guardian bad Cbe rollCJll'l"8 i e tt.er In tts eorresporxt e~ e ool tm'l , ID1er a. headlng 
ORETFRIARS: 

s1r . In ht, crtttcal come nt ln 1U' JCU'Ml. on t:bl noa tton ln 
SwlC.r.erlaRS curnntl7 being enjQfld bJ oertaln ot tbe R.emcrn acbol1r1 
ot crertr san l!ftd -,se lt. 1r. F.dMrd Creenrteld HH flt to 1aaeat thac. 
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the clo tht ng I elect to wer f or the occaalon l• demotio. I oan on.17 aaS\ml 
tha t he ta unoware or t.ht aportlrc att.l re atr ected by t he Prime ttln tster or 
thi s country ear li er tht a 'fU7 1ear; Indeed , tt -.. from that au,uat and 

oonsene. ttTt source that t.hl tup lra tl on tor ac, CMl costume wu aoqul .red. 
Tours ac. , PR.. Qll1CH - Grt1t'rtars S<:bool. 

U th e 8ol.mder ffOUld say •Han cic.,&• 

:t1LHARX • 818 1C1 A recent tta 1n WCD!Ul•a Bour, u ennow,c.1<1 J.n tb e Rad.to 'l t mu , can 

me anateat thrill tor i:wtha ., a Nad , T.u..DI our OF B(Jf<Xl., b7 f"N.nk. Rtcbards . 

At 2 p.m. en 1'\ e Dey, 1 wu s tttln & wi th tr!I tar glued t.o Che wfrtlen , gl ee fully 

ehucklln& OTer the opportunity a rt orded III by m:v eonvalucenc e to bear OW" t>el oTed 

Prea tc:ltnt on such a c.optcl 
.lnd I.hen eea Ult onl"lllhe.l.mt~ dt aawo tntmeni. n.e speaker r:,ay haft been a Frri 

Richard s , bUt he wa.a not th e Fnnk Rtcharda . Sl.r9ly , aft er writtna schoo l stortH tor 
on r tttty years Md CNattng the most temoua SCN>OlbaJ or all ti me, the one am on}¥ 
Frank Richards :ti.OUld be all owed the copyr ight of hl a name, elJl)tc lall.J' t or aucb a aub l &at 

as Tales Out or School. UnTahl 1' 

WAm'ED. Na&net s, 6'13, 768, 771, m , 93} and 1c66. 1,1 - each ott ered or els e Reel 

'Rtii"nits tn exchange. wr ite: LOFTS, SH£RtNCHAH RX8£, ST. HARYL.EBC»IE, t..amou. u.w.1. 

1be London Cl ub Library otr er s HY- Mdl ror tl'le toll01ttng boob: 11e&net 751 , ems 713. 

71t,, 715 , 755, 793. School sboys • ONla 215, 217, 219, 221, 269, Z,5 • .llto NQUlNCl •Boy 

Withou t a Na,:ie• In Boys • Fri end Jd Library . 
ROCiER .ENKIHS, ''THE FIRS,• f.ASTERN ROlC, HAVANT, HA.N'TB. 

~ tha t BRIAN tX>Yl.E' B nn ackll'Vs ta CAfltllrf rt.AT, 1) NCJmlBOtlU£ ROAD, 

~.4. Tel. No. HACau11y 79tl, . 

¥mood~ :~::.:C~!f: ~~~if~~~.~: ~~ =: .s~~= 
itr::.Of' lOCJUES. DCtf wD!Sff:R11 new address Is 11&.) CLOlCD31ER COCRT, m, ~ . 

~ s .O.L's 169, 21o, 2,t,7. Good eondl tl on only'. t2 o o eacb copy. 

~ · 28 ~ srm:r. ND«:J.BTlFr(FQHrnE , s. 
WA?IJ'ED: Populars , etc. Collec tor s ' Dlaeat 52 to 82, 139, 1"1. Bo7s• Fr iend Lib. 

~ 'l1kJ1AS ROAD, PRESTON. 

~ s .o.L.s 42, 65 , 66 , 1621 251, 2'1 , ~. Tow- pric e plus pos t ac• pa id . The 

~t 1ar hal 90lllli a. o .t.a, Nelaon Leea, Oma arx1 Nacnet.s t or e.xchanp CI017. 

!IRUJf }l)LT, BRITI.SH ot!.ASBT, IU:TlJAVll, IC"ELlMD. 

"""··--·-----··------ -- ------···-···-----· ·--·-



Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAil 
27 Archdale Road 1 East Jlulwich , London, S,E,22. 

I em completing the "Gilbert Chester Story" this month . Our 
tlWlkB are due to Bil l Lotte for SUJll'lying the photograph of "Gilbex:t 
Chester " and to Eric Fe.vne f or Ito kindly having it reprodu ced for 
Blakiana. 

I shall be ""ry glad of any ·abort article s with "bits and pieces" 
about Serton Blake for use in co~unction v i th the l o"89r liete of 
S .B.L. Blake titles and au thors to conm>ence next month. 

DO PIEASE RALLY ROUND AND GIVE ME YOUR WYAL SUPPORT: 

JOSIE PACKMAN 

* * * * * 
TBE "GI IBIBT CHESTER" STORY 

(continued) 

Mr. H. w. Tvym n , Ecli tor of th e UNION J ACK in 1921 , can re11M>mber 
seeing "Gilbert Chester" for the first time. A slight figure of a 
ll!lll, r ather nervous by diepoeition, "Chest"'"" admitted that he had 
1ghosted • etoriee for Andrew l!u:rray, but qui ckly proved by his msnu
ecripts that be wee, indeed, a writer of firet-claee calibre. And 
t lile it wee, from th en on, "Chester" poured out etaries for the U.J. 
and Sexton Blake Library . 

Apart from his work "Chest...." s till wrote wo11M>n • s and ju venile 
fiction s tori es for other papers - especially stor ies on motor-racing, 
of which be vae of course en expert. Ile wrote mostly at night , not 
only for the absolute quiet which e::cieted but aleo because he alvaye 
seemed to be at the top of his form a t that late part of the day . 
Whilst he wee vri ting he drank etdles e cups of tea - which he enjoyed 
at any time - and vben thinking out his plots vallmd endlessly up and 
down. lie ueed to talk them aver wi th his wife, vho YBB a good 
listener. /lrS. "Chest<n"" also ueed t o read over hie msnusoripte, and 
off er criticisms am suggestions, for which "Gilbert" YBB Bl'lfllYB very 
grateful, 

Although be bad little till!O or opportunity to go to football 
matches, criclatt DBtchee, etc., he vae a lway,, interested in sport and 

. lik9d to listen to them on the radio Ybenever he could e~ the time. 
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Before his health broke down he 
vas an 1ndefat18able walker, 
t~ nothillg of a twenty....Ue 
valk jw,t for the pleaeure of it. 
He did not read much fiction, except 

•to keep up Yi th the DBrket," but "" 
a boy his favourite papers v e re the 
UNION JACK (Sexton lllake stories) 
and the llOYS' REALM. Amongst the 

novelists be 11.lmd were Rudyard 

Kipl ing, whom he regarded "" the 
11BSter of all short-story vr1 tera , 
Somerset Maugham and Compton 
Mackenr.ie, lie did not care m.,ch 

for poetry, t hough he liked Shllkes
peare and , of the more modern , 
thought very highly of James Elroy 

Flecker ' s "Hassan." The reader 
my recall thst llasssn ssid "You 

hsve broken J11Y heart, and I have 
broken my lute. '1 "Chester " used 
to asy "that'~ the sort of thing 
that mskes me feel I vant to bresk 
my own lute , " meaning, of course, 
that Hassan vas so fine that 
" Chester" felt he would never 
attein such perfection in hie own 

art. 
In oon fiction he 11.k&d 

history , biography, archaeology and 

gr.,eral ecientU'ic works - particularly MtronoJIIY. His knovled8e of 

the latter subject vas put to good effect in mBIIY of his stories: old 

U . J . readers Yill remember "The !louse of the Horoecc pe" particularly. 

I have mentioned in a previow, article half, as a hobby , he ueed to give 

readings on one• s horoscope to personal friends . A point about this ie 

that he regarded the actual tiJm of one • s birth as being most import.mt 

in moJdng a correct and accurate r eading . 

"Gilber t Chester" vas very f ond of music. As a rule he wrote 

with a quiet background of clMsieal music, such "" Wagner's "Valkyr i e" 

"Tvil:lght of the Gods , " "Siegfried , • or passages from Tachaikovaky •s 

symphonies. Clessieal music was actually his foremost faveuri te 

among music, particularly W-r• s compositions. Other of hill 
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favourites were Puccini, Tacbaikovsk;J, Borodin, Rimsk;y-Korsakov , Delius, 
Stravinsky, Beethoven, Waltcn, Bli ss, Revel, Vaughan Williams and Liszt. 
At the same time he had a great int erest in and liking for li8hte r 
musi c, especi ally the popular numbers in the musical-comedies or his 
youth , such a.a 11Tbe Merry Widow," "Florodora 11 ttThe Arcadians" and, 
slightly later, "Tonight ' s the Ni ght," "Chu Chin Chow," am. "Rose 
Marie." The lest shaw he attended was as t he guest of his daughter at 
the Br:f8hton production of "The Sleep ing Prince" prior to its West End 

lie was very fond of children, and al though somewhat shy in their 
presence, he reall;T had a vorderful way vi th them, because he never 
•tallmd down• tc them. lie vas also very courteous to women of all ages. 
Someone once expressed surprise that he gnve up his seat in a bus to a 
little girl of eight, to which he re plied, "Well, they are all littl e 
ladies, you know." It made bim furious tc see men letting wolllllll, 
especially the old mid inftm, stand in buses and trains . A favourite 
expression of his relating to 1tiis was "Sane people seem tc think 
there ' s something democretic about rudeness. There isn't. The true 
democrat is alvaya courteous." 

"Gilbert Chester" was also food of animals, particularly csts and 
squirrels. lie liked gardening end the countryside, and was very food of 
the sea, from which, he said "All life originsll,y came, and because it 
is alvaya the same - and yet changing snd different." 

Although now not livill!r in London he relll!lined food of the town of 
his bir th, though in hie opinion 1 t was never the same after World War 
1 . It had changed eo 111\lCh since he vas a youngster - and mostly not far 
the better - that he defini tel,y preferred the countryside. 

At the height of hie writing career (1925-35) he vas 5 ft. 8 in. 
tall, hsJ:el-oyed, end if he hadn't shaved, had a red beard. He vent 
slig htly bald in his early twenties. His tsate in dress wae very con
servative, and he dielil<lld anything tha t vae "fleshy." His favourite 
colour vae orange, with blue aod green good rwmers up. lie had a fairly 
small appe tite and preferred plain food. So far ae drink .,,,... concerned 
one could almost oall his a teetotaler; e glass of Guinness a day (ond 
not every day) .,,,... all he fBVoured. Up tc 1944 he vae a chain-emolrsr, 
~ t hen he decided to give it up because, he said, "To'bscco is naw 
such foul muck." In fact, from that time omrord he never did emoloo 
again . 

In the sumner of 19'8 "Gill>n-t Cheater• trained as an air-raid 
warden, ond on the outbreak of var in September , 1939, became Poet
Warden of Poet A.;S in The Dr:!....,, Rickmarunrarth, llerts. Be still managed 
to fit his writing of S«rton Blnke stories into such time as he .,,,... not 
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needed at the Post, am be bad special permission from Colonel Peebles, 

the Chief Warden , tc go up to town (Fleet Street) when essential. For 

the first few i,onths of the var the Post YSS actually his dining room, 

which be temporarily gave up to be sandbagged and used aa a Post until 

the official one vaa built . He did great work during the blin, fo r 

vhich he was awarded the Defence Medal. 
After Worl d War II his health vas obviously not what it h84 

been , and afte r a nU1:1ber of X- rays the tro uble proved to be a l~ 

entirely relapsed with cancer . An operntion waa brilliantly performed 

by a Mr. Siddons nt The Brook Hoepital , Woolwich, For s evera l years 

the tro uble seemed kept a t be;•, but after the loss of bi~ wife in 

August 1957 his heal th took a not i ceable turn for the worse . In Moy 

19'58 he was se nt for deep X- ray treatment but , like Mr. Mles , was no 

longer strong enoUSh to stand it. In the middle of May 1958 he was 

admitted to the ileylam Nuniing Home, Bri8hton, not expected to live 

for more tlwn two t o five veeks nt the most. However, his constitution 

vns so mrvelo1111, and hi s strength of will so gre at , that he liv ed 

until the 14th of November, 1958 , having put up n l ong, cheerful and 

ga llant fi ght for life. 
"Gilbert Chester" contin ued to take a great interest in world 

&'fairs ri8ht up to the last few months of his life, when he became t oo 

ill to r ead or take much in . His interests were really so wide t ha t 

I hav,, by no means covered them all in t hese articles. His real great 

inte:co ~t was in J2!!!>..I'.~ - what msdo them •tick'; their hopes , fears 

nnd etrueg les tc live, and learn, and love, am make something worth

whi le of the ir own lives and thoe e of others . 
In cid entally, "Chester" of trui used to tell, Yith groo.t a= s ece nt, 

the storY going the ro wids tha t G. K. Chesterton the famous 

detective vri ter, had written some Sexton Blake yarns . There vas neve r 

any truth in this . It is thought that this rumour wns started by sooo 

editor who assuned the nace "Cheste r " to be nn abbreviati on of Chester

ton . 11.:,ving the snme initial as well , he p.,t two and twc toeether -

vro~ l;'; 
This , . therefore, concludes the "Gilbert Chester " s tory, end if , 

from bis pl ace in the spheres, "Gilbert Chester" is still cogni sant of 

Sexton BlAke affairs, I am sure nothing gives him greater pleasure thnn 

to know that bis stories are still appreciated by old readers all ov= 

the world . 
His first UNION JACK story YSS No. 1012 entitled "The Case of 

t he Petro l Turbine , " am his first SEXTON BIAKE LIBRARY No. 289 (1st 

seri es ) entitled "'!'be Great Revue Mystery . " Both these stories featured 

his creations Gilbert and Eileen Bale . 
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A QtJFSTION OF AIJTl!OllSHIP 
llY S , Gordon Swan 

I 8111 r ather late in making canment on an it ... that appeared in 
the •c. D. AIINUAL !or 19'59" but as I only recently securod a copy I hope 
the del.B,y is paroon'lble. The perticular item to Yhicb I refer is the 
suggestion at the end of the list of Saxton Blake authors that "Arthur 
J. Palk" is probably Arthur Paterson . " 

So far as I know, Arthur J . Palk wrote only one Blake story -
U. J . No. 1525 dated 7th January , 1933, entitled "The Call of the Dragon." 
At the head or the story is the following statement : "Ll.ke hie coll
eagues of the Union Jack, Arthur J. Palk knows hie stuff. Thie stirring 
yarn of his, told 8&8inet the back8r<>w>d of bis well-know Melbourne , 
re ... als the knowledee of a native-born Australian of bis ow country, 
and a flair fo r story - tel.ling Yhicb will ensure hie welcomo to these 
pages." 

From whe t I recall of an artiole dealing vi th Arthur Paterson 
prior to the appearence of a eerial by him in the U .J. cal led "A Son 
of the Plaine , " it was said that he Y88 born and brought up in Nev 
Mexico. nien, "88in, the Arthur J. Palk yarn V88 published in 1933, 
some years subs equent to Arthur Paterson 's death. 

Furthermore, just o..,r fifteen years 880, I picked up an Aus traliaD 
peper-back dealizg with espionage in .Australia in llarld liar II , by 
Artwr J. Palk. I cannot recall the title , but I seized upon the book 
as the author ' s name vas immediately fBllliliar to me. So tha t Arthur 
J . Palk was etill wri ~ loqr after Arthur Paterson pessed on. If I 
could ranember vho published the pepel'-back in question, I would write 
to them for particulars of this Australian author . 

No, 28J 
Ho. :!S4 
No. :!SS 
No. :!S6 
No. 'El 

No. 2S8 
No. 269 
No. 290 
No. :191 
No. 292 
No. ~3 

* * * * * 
S8X'l'ON BLAKE LlllRARI TITI8S A.liD Al1l'llORS ( 1 et eeries ) 

( cont:imled) 

The &l ll>t--Polnted S'6r . ............. ........ ....... JJ\11118rl... ............ ........ _ ....... c. M. foed 
In Dart.eat Kadru.! -···-····-··-···-.. ·· ·-- ... -····-··· Jc;unga DauL .......... ___ p. &. Rtll ,,,. ca .. or th• r .... Boror>a ........... JCO'nndllb OoJl• l . ·-----··-- "· "· Cl'01d0n Tllo Secre t or thrlston ,..,,.,.._ --- ---·- ·- ............... _. _ ....... _ .. __ ... L. II. -. 

Thi OUU• ot ?Uii&o··fUnta .. ·--····--··Jc . c;re.nt, nu• JUJ.lt) ... _____ .11. w. S&Jer (Reprinted In 2nd ser ies No. t.55) 
_.. & .. t ........ ... ....... .......... .... . .... W. H. Crayoon flll Crtat Rnue t'tJltet")' ...... ..... _{Ctlbtrt & Elles, Ralt) .. _____ .B. B. c. Cl bbona 
n. La-. Clue _ ... - .. ···- -··---·-·· ---·····--· ·-··--····--· ----·-- w. J. Bq t leld flll NM Behlrd tile CUrta ln .. ____ _ (1 . StHleJ ---- - --··· - - A. l1ln'8J la SaYa,• IIQtl ................ _______ (i.-. ,ffl'lll'O) ......... _ . _ __ ...... R. c • ..,_.. 
n. l'tY'lter,-11andarln ........ ...... ···-·· .. ... ( Plwmr, Dexter) ................ - ..... J . w. Sobin 



... .l01 

.. . )02 

... .)OJ 

.. . .l04 
No. J05 
... JC6 
No. »I 

Ho. )di 
No. J09 
No. JI O 
No. 3 11 
Ho. Jl2 
... JIJ 
No. Jl4 
No. JIS 
No. J16 
No. J17 

.. . Jl8 

No. 319 
No. )20 

PDge 17 
The J.rctte Tt-atl . . ............................ -- ··-·-············- .... ... )(. 11. o~ The Actor ' • SeCNt ·· - ... J,\l'IC& Dau L ..... - ... ···--·---· a. E. Htll. 1'hfl House or rear ...... ... .. ......... . ...... (ltttNl ) ··-- --· -··-·- .. -··- -"J. Le"wta 1bt "'5ttr7 or the: Do't'ei-Road ... . .............. .......... ............ ... J I. 11. Greydon Thi 84:tcret or th t Lagocn . .. ..................... R. C. Anao\r flw Crook'• Doubl• ---··-· ... ..... __ ..... (LMleu) . .. . ...... ........ ).. tuTa.>' Thi Case ot the F'ITe tumi, Booka ....... (Ci. crmt , Kll t JUl h) ____ ),f. w. Sayer (Reprinted In 2nd aeries No. 458) 
Thi Ocictor•a seoret ... . . .... . ............................................... ..... _ JI . J . Bayfield Thi C&se ot tbo Adopted Douabtar ..•.. ·· · ······-········· ·· ·····-·-·- -~- N. G,-. 1bt Lost tx,edttton ..... . .... (G. Grant , tQl e .lll.t eL .... Jif. w. Sayer (Reprinted tn 2nd seri es Ho. 523) 
SolYld In }6 HOI.D"8 ---- ········ ········-·- -···-·-··- ·····--········--· .. -- - H•H. C. Clbbons 1bl Nanslon or Shadows -·· ··-········ .. ·· _ ................ .. ·-·····-------&. J. l1un-ol Thi Shl t lO ot me ....,. . . .................................................... w. N. Cl'O)'don The Crlmon Belt .... ........... , .... __ JP.y,Der. Wu Llnc , J"f"ome) ... o. H. t'eld (Reprinted ln 2nd ser i es No. l,6.}) 
Thi Ce.at o r the 11asr.er-Organlaer ........ t•eoss-Walmer Stone) ......... J.. 111.rTaT Thi Desert Trull ... . _____ , ...... ........ ............... ........... .. -- .. - fl. c. Armour ,,.. PaU'I. or Fem"" ......... ·--·······-----·----------·-·--··---·····-···-- w• N. C~don The Ca.,e or th e tt.on ln Sleek ......................................... _, ...... ........ o. Herl.and Tba Orlorr Dlamond .... .......... ..................... (P.ymar. t1ary Trent) ........ ,..J;. H. Te od n. Altair ot the Ttre e CUrlrlen . ··--- ·-···- ·--·-·· ··- --·-··- .. J•. N. Cra,don nw C-0:se ot the tt,sterlous Germ __ . - ................ .. ........ R. c . Armour nie secr ot ot the Carpa thians ............ . ...... ................. - .................... . H.H.C. Ctbbone 'Ille l1allpetl> Nill Ions .. . .... .......... ......... ---·--········--- ·-······-·w. RtynolO• n. Shrin e ot Koll ........... ---·· ··-··· --·--· l GWt&a ou,1.. ..... - ... - .......... H. £. Htll (Repr lnt.e<l In 2nd seri es No. !M) n. Secret or t.he Blaok Wall et (O. Crmt, to.le ~lie) ... _w. w. Ba)rer {Reprinted 2nd aer ies No. 475 ) 
TIMI Croat tl!S'""' tlr,t<17 .... le_. Dus) ..•..•.. ff. E. Rill nw Case ot the tncoce fax FreudS .......... . .. W. J . Bayrt etd 

* * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
QU AN DA 

( Our Questions & Answers Column) 
A. G. DAVIIlSON (Australia) asks: "Cen you please give me any infozm.ation concerning an author who wrote stories wxl.er the name of "Jolm Long?" 

REPLY: Bil l lDfts BSyS: " You can take it from me that there was never an author ot any repute who vn,te under that name in connection Yi th our hobby . lie can only have penned a f w :,nrns in some obscure paper. Jolm Luther Long, of course, was the author of "Madame Butterfly" and other Japanese lllll8icals ." 

* * * * * 
YE OLDE CYNIQUE INN 

• A cynic knovs the price of everythu,g and the value of . not~· ............... . 
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DO YOU IID!EMBER? 

PHN!:§ sraits "°• 4 
•snLT Blffl'£RIS EJSTt:R CRUISE:" 
the open Ing story or a series In 
lf'lleh Bll'lter•s relative buys a 
yacht and nm., It u a float ln& 
boan!lrg-house. RllrTJ Wb!lrton and 
eo . jo in ~ter•s par,;y-, ei:pect.tnc 
to bt auests , and tlnd out , too 
l ate, that everyth trc that •coes 
do"Nn• goes do1Wl 111110 on the blll . 
Appeared In 193}. 

Frank Rlchard tn ent ertalnt na 
tonD. A popUlar aeri es , tbouah 
dl.e baa le them had been used 
betort ln the Rookwood sertes, 

Arttat - Leonard Shields . 

* *** * 

By Roger M. Jenkins 

No, 36 - Schoolboys' ow Librar;y No, 28 - "The Boy Who Wga Soft . " 

When a now boy arrived at a schoo l in a s tr iking mrumer, the 
rellder could always be certain that the autho r intemed him to be a 

oharecter of so ... impor tance . Do you remember hov Jitm\Y Silver on hie 

firet day at Rookwood lll8de off with the brake intemed for the Modern 

seniors? How !'()rd l·!auleverer arrived at Greyfriare in a manner just 

ae start l ing? And how !'()rd Mornington (ae he was t hen ) was dragged to 

Rookwood by the F1•tical Bour at the and of a ro pe? But nona of these 

arrivals could compare with the amazing advent of Toddy Grace who 

nstonisbed everyo na from Dr. Chiehclll ~!ll'ds by entering the hallowed 

precincts on the beck of an e l ephant. 
Toddy Grace was unique in another res pect: he s eems to be the 

only Hamilt onian character who informd the s choo l of hie own nickname . 

He announced that be was called Put ty because he was rather scft , and 
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and Putty Grace he remained. By appearing artleM be escaped punish -
ment for the episode of the elephant, but the juni ors soon tumbled to 
him, and the soft boy had a hard ti.mo on occaaiona. 

Putty Grace wae allotted to Study No. 2 by Mr. Bootles, and this 
study oompared with ll'o. 7 at Greyfriars in the f re akish nature of its 
occupe.nts . Jone• minor was decent enough, but lligg8 was a most un
pleasant bully aod lubby Muffin was as fatuow, as Bunter. Putty• s 
arrival was sufficient to put the stamp of eccentricity on No. 2 for 
good . 

Putty's early adve ntures were """8ing but not not"1forthy. lie was 
the son of a rich coal-owner, and his weal th brought him the attention& 
of the usual set of spongers. Be fell foul of Carthew as well as Higgs, 
and played a number of practical jokes , for which he soon achieved 
notoriety. Ilia lild.ng for sketching in the impressionist manner showed 
a more serious side to bis nature of which more was to be heard later 
when it took him out of bow:ds. 

It wae customary in the very early days for a new boy to save 
scmeone I s life before be would lo& accepted in the form, and one can · 
think of a variety of characters to whom this rule applied, from 
Alom:o Todd to Jiamy Silver. When Putty saved Bulkeley'• life, bav
ever, the author had a different motive in mind: it wae to allow an 
unacruJW.OUS bregg8rt (Muffin) to claim the credit. \le were then 
treated to the usual comic se<juences in which Muffin regulaz!y bad ten 
with llulkeley, borroved money from him, end finally presented him vi th 
a bill for i2 18 6 in respect of damage sustained to clothing whilst 
saving Bulkeley •s life (an incident which bears clooe comparison with 
the story in Magnet No. 430) . Putty bad been keeping quiet in order 
to avoid being punished fo r breaking bounds, but eventually the truth 
came out, and Muffin ' s bill was never settled. 

Putty did not, perhape, feature so greatly as bis portentous 
arrival had promised, but be remained to ths end a likeable scamp 
with a distillotive Rookvoodian touch, and despite bis superficial 
resemblance to Christopher Clarence Carboy he would be.ve been quite 
out of place at Greyfriars or St. Jim'•· Any story in which he 
appears is always certain to be del1gbtful and pleasing - but, then, 
what Rookwood story is not? 

.. * * * * 
IET'S BE CONI'ROVERSIAL 

( In this aeries Eric Fayne touches on certain matters of interest to 
atudents of the Hamilton papera. lie gives bis own views superficial ly . 
If you will wr1 te to him, expressing your opiniona , on the topics be 
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die cusses , he will IIIUlll8rtse readers ' vi""" in a future issue . ) 

No. 47. THE OOLY OOCKLm:l 

I have never yet met anyone vho speaks vi th very great affection 

tor the POFULAR. It is, maybe, disregarded as a pape r which presented 

reprints . It is despised, perhaps , as lacking originslity . Its 

format causes annoyance to anyone who likes method and order. Authors 

detested it for very fw earned cheques from writing for the Po..,iar . 

Even the vork of the artists vas repeated over long periods . Even in 

its veritab l e heyday - the time vhen it was white and Oz:ford bl ue - it 

vas a complete hotch-potch of reprinted mterial. 
And I hlive always loved it . To my shame, it bas one of the 

warmest corners in my sentimental heart . 
You, of course , have concrete reasons for disliking the Pop , but 

I am by no me8118 sure vhy I liked it so ll>.lch. Things hsm,en that way. 

The Rio Kid, about the only or1g1nal charactar that the l-opular ever 
preeented in a loqr series , has ever been a gre at favourite of mine , 

but I loved the PoJWB,l' l ong before the Kid rode the r anges . 
Probably it was merely the noatal81a of it all. Renewing 

acquaintances vi th fondly recembered old st or ies , end wondering what 

was coming nerl . 
The ori&inal Penny Poj:lllar, whic h I bought up in stacks from 

eecond - hsnd book stalls in a p.iblic market , struck a quaint note, Yi th 

its }- picture cover. For five years it featured Tom Merry , Sexton 

Blake , and Jack , Sam and Pete, and I have observed before that theae 

characters made odd bed- fellcve. Obviously they vare the most popular 

characters of the day , but they appealed to three entirely different 

classes of readers . On second t houghts, then, ::iay have been method iii 

the F.ditor •s madness. Of oourse , those Penny Pop stories vere pretty 

long, and the pruning which had been necessary had been well done . 

After the var , vhen the paper re-appeared, the format vas the 

same as vhen it had been suspended - stories ot St . Jim's, Grsyfriare, 

and Rookwood. Tiny print and monotonous presentation can only have 

been countered by the immense popularity of the mater ial . It could be 

that I vas the only Poj:lllar reader who tel t melancholy vhe n the F.di tor 

announced that brand - new stories of each school vould form the future 
bill of fare. For a time I dropped the pape r , coming back vhen the old 

sto r ies came back. 
A great many - too many - ot the moe t famaua characters of the 

j uvenile vorld fi&ured in the Pop during its lifetime . Ae Bill Iotte 

sbon w, in his 1D8111110th vork in tha C. D. Amrual for 1960, many of the 

Magnet stories appeared in three sections under throe differen t titles . 

------------·-·----·-· .. ·------·---------··· .... - ....... .. 
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It "88 not very good policy. So often, the Popular offered too much -
five stories, a supplement, and a serial in its 28 pages. 

PossiblY it vas handicapped by having only the Rio Kid fresh from 
the pen of Charles Hamilton . If so, it had the advantage of presenting 
masses of bis earlier vark. 

The Ugly fuckling. That despised Popular. Yet plenty of readers 
muBt have supported it, for it lasted for twenty years. Its rapid 
deterioration to an '4!00minious demise is one of the mysteries of the 
~ted Press. 

An UglY 1:.1.lckling - for you perbape. But alwaye a swan for me. 
It 's ,just my point of view! Wbat's yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

llo1 45, CRRl6111AS AT WHARTON LalGE 

~;ot 1~~ "g:1::;1~.-~e =~~t~~t =t:: s::~!~t=•::~lsed 
than tn t.lw aesertptlon or th e co~ ball of tt,e Lodge, with the crackling l'Ule I oe , the 
merT)' l a~ter of tl'le bo:,s. and good old Well • bover lng tn t he backgroto:t. •Cbrtstmaa a t 
lit\eton Lodge" ts not a ator)'; tt• a an tnstttutton; am a very ttny brickbat to F'rd 
Rlchants tor not t.aktna: us there thll ,ear. 

Ws~t~~~ne1 b~~=-~:.C~beax1Clr:~n!!1:!s~~ ~ es~ ~t~~ 
the thesi s th at the Nagnetl8 better then the Gem. Charles Ramtlton reminds me nry aucb 
of Dick ens in .st yle ax! the descrtpttcns of Chr ist mas t es ttvltles are not paralleled by 
8ll1 other writers Uun they. 

* * * * * 
Al§TRALIA JN flE PlC'IU\E 

In Jenuary, th e A.ustrallan •SWI, UeraltP &resented an excell ent art icle oo Frank 
Richards, plus a photograph (If the rmous a,:thor , unde r the heSC11tg•No fadeout For 'n'Wl 
Fat Bo7.• . 

ffle pleasantlY'-1trltten articl e gin s raou and rtgure s aireaa, ramntar to Enallsh 
readers, md cam?nt.3 •ttr-. Richard s bell eves tbe 'baYs ' ""° rea::1 bts fir st B\Slter boOU -
now t atbers end greruttathera ... sra s till man& bis most av k1 ra,s. They wrote IJ.Jndr'ed8 
or tndl&Mllt letters l'tlen tb e publlsber s tr i ed t o chmge BWlterfs check t.l"OUSers after 
tl'le ,mr to M e ht a look • teas phenomenal•.• 

1be cuttin g was sent to ua bY Bette Pate or our Auatre.ttan Club. 

Gp§ CF RAltlLTQ;HAUA 

Hot>aon or tlle Shell wu a gr eat admirer or hts lllS lcal dMD. He realt, belteftd 
that Claud e was a Joll i ·old genius , and tb at 90IDe d87 people 910uld be talking or Boaktn.11 
Earlier Period, jun as now tbe7 talked at>out Beetbown's Later Perlod l CnJ.¥ he oou.1c1n•t 
stand Ult row In bta ..-,. study ,tien Ko*lnl was coai>0stng. Ke eou.1m•t stand h!l'f1nc to 
,_,,.,, .. ,.,,.,.,.,.,.,.,,,_,.. .... ,, .. _ , ... .,., .. ,_ ....... ,..,,,.,.,_ .. _.,_ ........ .,,.,,...,,,,,...,-. .. ,-,,..,..,,.,,.,,u,,hoffm"H"" '"""-' '-"'" '""'""''"""",n m,-H, 
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kHP as st ill and qulet a.s o 11X>USe .till • Cl aOOe was Jottl nc d ONl hls tnaptna.tt orw. No 

reuow cruld stand it, oa hi to l d St 1wnrt or the BhEll , and Stewart tull.1' aareed U'Ult. no 

r111ow oould - ar would, al'O'tioWI (Froa: tM J i m Valenttne sertts) 

... 
~ ~=~~: :~\tJ~:83(6

1:~4}4~ ~ : ~ ,1k,:1tn1~·J~ i!!: ~ ; ~ : ~= ~: ~: ~~: ~: ~;: rrJ: r.:: ~: rrt: •~: :~: 7°c!; .7r7rA7!3':C1JS1B;1:.· 
!'N . J . PM:ltHlN, 'Z1 JJtCRl».I..E ROAD, EAST WJJIICH, l.OiOON, s . c.22 . - ·-- ...... --..... --------

WJ~ ~ 

Cl..D COOST, otherwtse Wtllt ec Goaling , the School Porter , llk e t he old ru lna tr the: 

1"'7 t.nat clln&,s t.o Q'lll anoten t wall& , Is one or the tnnttutlons or Creytrtars . Re rtrat 

cace t.o th e 8Chool tn th e dlri and dt ston t past , UXNgh perhaps not, u, aoce ..orttv hu 

tt , In p-ch lstorlc tt oes, 
Nobody knows hts 11etual age , but t r, as sou or us auspee t, Q.lelohy t a • Htatory or 

CreYfrtar s' shows tha t htl Job or school porter da t es back to hts delX>bll l satlon atte r 

the Crltle an War, ...e can 118ke a Jol l)' goad guess. 
Gosll,:w l<m!s boya, but be has a queer WtfT ot 3hawt,w tt , Benea th his cnisQ- ex

terior , bl ob'Ylou.dy hNI o kem senae or hUDOur, a.s witness his mttctou, chuckl e a, be 

clan&s t he gates 1n our t oou at. lock ... ups , Ol" wot.ch th e sly gr t n as he ho ists sOIDi un,-. 

tortunate Ylctlm tor a HtOO' s tl oga:tng. 
His 'focabulary la not ext ensive , being l tmlted to such el egant eipress l ons 8.8 'ie ot 

I SAYS 11 thla tere .• er • ell boys shoul d be droN\ed at b irth,• and • Ylhtch. I'll report 

yer to th e tr.ac,, you YCU\& r ips .• Ye, , dear Nlder , Gosq l ovvs boys. Ht CM.ea tb t 

raoous Hr. Oll ps l oot like an el90""1"an. 
Wo:1t and HI". Ooalt na: ore sworn enemies - they hove nothl,w In cocrnon. When Chere 

I s a Job to bt done he l ocka the door or his lodge, md , Uk • Brer Rabbit, li es l ow end 

sa,s nurtln . Kt ta aa deat as a doorpos t ftlen hi • senJ ces are requtrtd, yet he shows a 
1"iC181'1cable sense or bear lnc t o SlCh quest.tons a., •Hu anyone lost Ult, holr-cro'll?9 and 

can hear co ins Jtnglt , f'o c tn hla hlJ: due , hi un be m:,n btlp rul t o chaps: It you 

rtrs t Cl'OH hit hc:rriy palm With Sll'ffr . 
Gosq ts nose gets reocier and Ndder with the pnastrc years . I t Ill.lit be a pOl"'IDllnent 

cold - to ua IMocen t foll ows, O'llY su.,p tct oua ends "wld SlO' th at • sme t hlng hot • ( ard 

not. out or a IOOdlctne bott l e etd\ er) wos the c.ouse. 
Dear old Goaq. We all lon Mc , but I dtr essy , ll kt Tdlnyson •s Brook , he 'll 10 

on tor n er, 

(Tbe aboVe t , a Hene,s lc.19 Ulrf In the 1993 Cup Contes t ... the ...-tt er • F'rSlk lhltn.) 
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'i!Zefson Lee Cofumn 

( CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD) 

·-: -1 

Yi t h two mor,, :instalme nts of 
Herbert lecken hy ' s .., mories to go, 
we have a break this month wi t h an 
article by a newoo..,r to our fold, 
but a keen Leeite for all that; 
we hope to hear more from Mr. 
Chapman in the future, Here ie 
hi,, first maj a,- contributi on to 
our Column, 

* * * 
"NIPPER" 

By ii:giiapman 
Fie vBB knolm a t one time BB 

Dick Bennett, and Umlosi always 
referred to him a s the "Nimble 
J!anzie." Aa he had been Nels on 
lee's assistant far 30 yeare be
fore ma1dng hie appeanmce at St . 
Frank's at the ~ of 15 he might 
all!O have bee n called "Peter Plln." 

lie had alread y been all over 
the worl d at this time and had 
amasing adven tures. 

•e 1n1s : 1::!·~/= =~!~ Lee st.ory, Although he md had no 
proper education, he soon settled 
down in the Remove and to ok the 

lead in everything, Be ousted Fullwood from t he Captaincy and made the 
Anci en t !lauee supreme . 

His chums in Study C were Sir Montie (begad! Dear Old Boy) and 
TOIJIIIY Watson, brother of the fair Violet, They were quite content to 
foll"" his lead except in the mtt e r of" top hats, ties and fBDCY wai s t
coats , on which sub j ect Montie was the expert , althoug h later he h8d 
eerloue compet i tion from Archie and Singleton . 

Nipper vae 81!18Singly versatile, The best sw!Dmor and - in 
the Remove apert from "'lbe Bosun" (l!Ouse ..,); the star of the cricket 
team until Jerry Dodd.,e.rrived ; .... in .a . clas s on .his .""° as a box,;r:,unti;J,. 
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Iavrence appeared on the scene . In fact, the beet at everythiJ,g until 

a new prod:18)' came along to be the main character in a new series. 

,le could drive anything on wheels, pilot an aeroplane, and knew 

all about wireless. He led cioet of the jokes 888inst Christine and Co., 

Brewster and Co. , etc; kept the bound ere in more or less good ord er; 

l ed Barring Outs against tyrent Heade (and Headmistresses) and School 

Governors. Founder and editor of "Nipper' s Ma&azine" and "St. Frank's 

Kegasine"; l:eader of the Anti-bullying Leagues and other things, he 

still found time to help hie "guvnor" Yi th detective work and was in

<li8Jll'llt if Lee let"t him out . 
The IIWllber of coiners, kidnappers, burglars , and i:nrrderers in the 

district was amazing. Every new master vae surrounded by IIIY'Stery. Every 

new boy vas either kidnapped ar evindled by crooks. Every ~ ld house in 

the locality was occupied by coiners, kidnappers or mad scientists 

(hardly a healthy spot for a school; ono wonders how st . Frank ' s sur

vived all the notoriety.) 
Nipper helped to solve all these nzysteries , helped by his litUe 

spaniel "~" which be . bought for 10/ - from a member of the crew of 

Dorrie's yacht. Surely a wonderful 10/ - worth . 
He had the peculiar gift of willing himself to Yake at any time 

during the ni&ht , and it never failed hlll . Rather discouraging to the 

makers of alaro clocks , I alv a.ye t l>.ought. He had various upe and dawns. 

llas kidnapped , sent to Coventry , kicked out of the Rs,ove captaincy 

several times, expelled (unjust l y, of course), but returned disguised 

as a new boy and cleared hie name. 
ll.lll never known to act um,ieely or speak indiscreetly (as be was 

the narrator of cost of the stori es per haps this had something to do 

vi th it .) later in the seria e1 however, be did develop one 11 ttle 

weakness (name of Mery Sumoere J. Personally, I would have risked Handy's 

wrath and plumped for Irsm Manners. 
There were msny changes in the later stories, all for the worse, 

I thought . Nipper and hie chums took lees of the limelig ht ( "Handy" 

taking more of the stage.) 'Ille stories were told in thlld person ; a 

big dieappointDl!nt this , ae I liked the old style so much better. 

It was the last straw , ho,rever , when the naa, "Nipper" al.most 

ceased to be Dl!lltioned and he was alva.ye referred to as Dick Hamilton, 

and seemed to become just one of the crowd. Perhaps all these changes 

vere the ceuse of the Nelsen Lee ' s lose of popularity and ulti.mste ex

tinction as I alvaye thought the stories 1n their or:lg1nal ferro the beet 

ever to appear in a boy 's paper. 
When one read "the narrative related throu&hout by Nipper" at the 

l!!.~.! - tilt.Jtt.2B;.ll .•... 9.!l.11 •• 1,qv.,,W,. 11.~1w:iul~llil.m. sm, •. !\.~ • .• 11.tU .• tll.J.~ .. .Y.!l,[1;\, 



SEXTON BLAKE TODAY 
N WWI~ gm~ LleRARJ 
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Dart. and a&nlate r bappen l np lD a remoh , supersi1'J~rlddm Tillag e tn axron:,., 
lh tre. Blake AM Paula wcrttn g r.ogetber tn an acmospbere ot wpemab.tel tv ll, .mare 
YJltchcratt am dn'tl-wcrsbtp hold •ttt· Who waN thil tanatlca.J. &f'OUP lmo,m as c.be Dn ll'• 
Dor.ec. ancs t o what , ru nt •re th t1 tmolW<I tn Cb• brutal GW'der of ttllD 1t.arlet , Bardra 

JCemedy? Tbe pall or n u hlr'l&ln& oTer Aatoo Dnt ll e ll kl a black atrol.l:I It dlspeN,ed by 

Stxton Blake enl7 aft.er a aerlea ot wetrd and bon-l flc actnni..rea lltltoh bta u trac tln 

91t:Nt81"7 !b&res . 
In this do,n-lO-f!art.b, mtter-o t- tect ac• a nmel ~ as tht s ma t o be handled 

oonvt ne tngl7. Aid has been, although , perhapa, Uie ps;JClltatrtsi, Dr. R<>1er Lomartlne, t a 

a raU>er too obvious .91\adOIII ln the ,rings. 
'Iba h! lher the s tendsrd or 1tory - Ulllng tm authcr ach tnea , lb e IDON dtttlcult It 

la t or bla to keep vP wttb It, For• , Ille ,rtt.er Jun t a ll • t.o reatater wttb Ule 8ll& 

11:i>aot bare as ht cUd ln bl• tour pnrrt ou, nore1,. 
Ratln&... ·····-- ·-·····-· - Good 

nnre Cf CUI§ <No. @ > ... . ..............• P•YPI JORI§ 

Wben a lll!ln lltloH <llt.;J 1, wu t.o QPbold lbt law m1 anoebtr 'ltloae llber'CI ti waa to 
tnlnlflll"U8 tt, died SlkktenlY and premiuraly, It opeDlid 1lP tw;:, p&"alltl lanes or batNld 

and Tlolence , tltltcb, i;iergq tnco one bread tboroushtate , tratts<*.ed bJ plont.nc and 

a.rd er , bed Stn oo Blab drl'flDI wart.l,7 t.owardl bta objecttn - Ute peracn btblnd Cbe 

Dll"der ot Simon PoctNt , .l.C. Thi qste r1oua ttr . Card , Soho NCketeer mx1 care- l eader. 

In UM pur1UI t ot bls QlUlM7 tile l lght.1 are moetU' at a warn lng l"ld ogal.ns t 8lak•I 
but •tr. Cm'tP 1, des tined ,o be ye t aootber crlmlnal t o au.a iba bitter dUOOvecy tha i 

IV8n I.be: wtoa,, tb crqh!are beccms a eul-dl-l.ec 11tlm Se:rton Bl ake deten:ilnis t.o get hls -· 'ftlf..s really does •e m to be wrtn en tir a new bmld, f.bousb, contnllY to adl'ert.la tnc 
olctm, i& nory <bes no t feature et tber Paul a Dene or Spla.ab IC1rt>7. 

Ratl,- .............. ........ ....• Good 

c;rn!lUI, COHmAAJ 

!f! .*3:'l. ~:uraiit£S ~: i:=~:' ;!t~~= !:'14..:1° u. ~ 1n o~:. ~ (be 

C1Jst rsx,ua ot all Sexto n Bl Mll writers • nt lonad lan mn tb aa bell:& the auibor or one 

ot lt s tcrthoo mtrc pl aya to bl heard c:t1 tbt Hom 8eM"lee. 
Som Bleik.t authors are b7 no mem1 •t.ranc•ra to Broadcutlrw RouM, ond "8ll-NID8Clt

blred ctronlolen tnolUOe Alfred &daar, wtloae bl.Cbl1 1UCCeurt.d. plq ot a d~t<r•a NMarch 

lnto U':i.t aentaltt, ot crlm: - 1 1bt Jmslrw tr. Cllttemouse• ... 'lll'U bJ&b INn and beard lD 

1951. Written \l'ICkr ht. aciOpc.d a.e or 8arN Lindon-Co1wm11t Ltonal Bal.I 1111r"OW or 1' 

N ... . 1 1 CCll"t.lJ¥ &ood 1:brtll er . • 
Twenl;)'-tlrt t J'8Bn aco. tilt late cw.,n &'Jana appeared 1n a talk ( on radi o) wltb si 

eX""6cotland Tard detect ive, ftlllet Gerold Venwr , b , u •Donald Swart' wu a recuter 
oontrtbutor to 111, S.B. t.. boron Cllo -· tock P"" wltll a penu or - ~. ~lcb tnolu<ltd 
L..1. G. Strcoa , lo , 8' lla.&, OM ~ oa Che Ll&t>,t . 

Not so lone aco. rblN wu bf'OUlbt t o tbe paces ot Radio Ttaa a trea\b or nonal.& 1• 
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ffl. "1 o. naa - that or tt t dull'l at.arm - we.a mentioned tn connection wtth a sertes or plays 
prodUCCd ror t he entert.atnmnt or Hemt &ervtee liste ners. 'lb.ts was not th e actual 81*8 
BUthor ~ started the Pltmcier ser t es I ot course, but a youoger mn NlO 1J'JIX:/ just posa tblJ' 
have been related in scme way to the Ntchael Storm of th e Blake saga. 

Now, U>9 lat.est en1 DDSt taa:DUs or Uu111 all Md a Blak e cent.url en ( In stcrlea } 
makes hi s b°"• None other, in tact , tMl JJmlClff SKENE, creator or the t anous albi no , 
t1on,s1eur Zenltb, ffio ls atven as the name or the autbcr or •stage P181" beard on 9th 
Jnm.w'Y last. ~ or th e more attbltlous ot B.B,C. producti ons , 1t lasted ror an hour 
and a halt. 

OLD BOY:5/ BOOJ( CLUB 
Heettng he l d 191:21 Decemer, 1960 . 

What. Mould have been our C?r l stms Party turned out to be a pl easant ltttl e 
meeti ng or sewn ~rs. Works par tt es and business coonltments kep t dORl the mmt>ers 
on thi s particular nlght and m e Ill ness or Reryl Porter kept awtt¥ her husband too, It 
fflll stl'~e to haTe a meeting wt t.hout thos e two and el l presm t were concerned 8boUt the 
health of our valued ltbrart nn and th e ntst,. was ln our heart.a that al l would be well very 
socn w1t2l tbeia. Rey Bennet t, too , has had lll.Jless 1n tll e rso1 1¥ and we hope als o ln ht a 
case, hi s momer wlll 1t:lrOVe ood we shall have hlo once aaaln 1n h Js usual pl ace. 

Thi s was our le.st ireetlng at the Hopo 8'ld Anchor Rest..aunll t. nw Club has not been 
too sot l s tt ed with tbts venµe tor our meet.l ngs and roUCll'lng a sigg estt on b7 Nadge Cor
bett, the secre~ has ttxed up more SJltabl e qu~ers a t t.he Arden Hotel In New St.N et , 
Btrml.ngb8m - a trltl e men exP91).s1ve bUtUort.h a trl al,belng nearer to tr atna and bus 
MM'lees . 

There wa.1 no r txed prograaae so we sat ro\l'ld the tt re tor a gene r al chat on var i ous 
catters - books ot course. WJn BroNl gave us her etgbt aeleettons t or her Desert. Island. 
boll~ .. thes e were varied but htgh l.7 1nterest1111 , though not al l old boys books . Her 
first chotee was t he Bible , 2 . Dr .. Heal • s •Fa ith•; 3. ?".ethodtst Hycn Book; 4. •Three 
Hen 1n a Boat• by Jerome K. Jeroire ; 5. ()\Ce agotn the! f amous Hngnet •Water LIU" ser i es. 
Another ramous t1agrlet s eri es ~ next - 'Th e Bourtlerls Doubl e• - the Bert ie l emon 
stories . ror No. 7 on her list Win chose en oanlbus edi ti on or ttYs t er., sto ri es. FlnallY , 
the t1ount Helicon Book or poeclS . A ntce chotce an:t heart 11Y appl auded t,y the r est or us. 

The "M;tl come, but unexpect ed news, that we htwj again won the Creytrtars CUp was 
r oll OT.ed up by Ceorge Chatham rea,:H~ one or th e entrie s h'o m the ffJMlne; cagasJne . Ttlts 
was a crcytrtnrs &mt.er .story and ffa5 ..eu re ceived. Jt • as s~ t o eee no llbraI7 
books .rvatlabl e , Ille t o Ber)'l.' s tllne ss end there had been no QUlz prepare d so we had t o 
be oontent wt 1:21 tbe trOIJ'BDDEI so basttly an-e.nged., We hope that a ~olal eftort wt 11 be 
I:lade to att.erd our t Jr st meeting ot tbe New Year In tbe new club room - Arden Hotel . New 
Stre et, Btrmtrgh.o.m. The uall.ll gre ott nga or tbe season were eX:~ed end on Chat note, 
,my the t1ldl51d Club send their c,eolal good wtshe1 tor a Rapw am Prosperous New Year 
to all their trlenda or the or.her tOlr ClUbs. 

H.\RRY BROS'IDI. - Secre tary. 

~ 
JC the reminder or Ulo8 meettne:a 1n 1961 aN onlY halt as good as Chia one, tben 

..e are tn t or n reallY good year & 'lbere "88 n capac ttY atteOOance, 1f'llah tnoluded Emt e 
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Sbeen. NlO bas been tnable to be w1 tb us tor some oontba . we got 'I/Illa¥ t o an ear'ly 11\.U't.• 
end, f oll°"lng tb e opening remaru by tbe chatnun , and the ttnancl al nport , var toua 
matters or club tniereg weN deal t wttb elbauaUnl.7. loclt.dl r¥ suggestions rcr lbe oe:z:t 
Crqtrlara CUp Contest., an:l a more var i ed progranme of sec tion qul .ues and ent.ert a traani.s 
1'l9N arranged f or future meet i ngs . 

We then took part 1n an bllartoua •TrSck QJtz• aubmlt.t.ed b7 Frank lPftn , 'lllhlob was 
wen wtf.b a mxlDID acore b7 Bill Wtrdscr, •lc.h Frank case a poor .99COID. A.teer refNIJlb,,, 
mnt s ca1111 another a:eme •Htsatnc Wcrds,' tbe wtmer bet,_ J im Waltb.1 f ollO'l'led b7 Don 
Webster and John Farre ll; 1tl.ls wu a most enJ07abl e game. The rest or tbe e 'l'Wllnl paal8d 
all t oo qutckl.y, as ..e had the pleasure of weloaalng tb e Liverpool Joumaltsi 8111 ,rtUI" , 
Frank Bhat, NlO spoke mog ane ct t wl.T 00: h.ts knoWledge or me bobby, He intends to 1111"1\8 
an ar ticl e lbortU' on f'Nnk Rtcbarda, and me old book.a, eir:t wa., &lad t o t eam tran Don 
Web.st.er md Co. oena t n lntOnD&tl on tllllcb be lacked t cr thlt purpose. We l ook t<nf81'd to 
meetlng Fr-ank a&aln In tibe near future, ea be has iromtaecl t o glw ua anotber talk,. Cbla 
tlCIB m Llwrpoo l shng , on "1.lc:b he Is m acm\Olf'led&ed expe rt., an d '" lboUld find Cbta 
botb m::ustng m d enllgh t«l lf18, Despite 01.r Hew Tear resolution t o ttnl~ t:be meet.Ing• 
Jr(qltl.)' at 9 p.m., it was nearer 9.JO betore we got "'87; ewn 8\. It we., with reluctance 
we had to deprt r rom tbt s acene or eooct-tellowshtp and baDPY bot.r.._. · 

l!mmi!!I.! 
r,eettQB heJg Battrc2q, 14th Jaruary 1 1961. 

. . . l'IW« CASE 

In spi te or the cold end r og. whtdl made t rafl ll 1.ng dltrt cult tor some or our 
members, s lxr..een or ua turned up t<r tht1 tbe first 1111ettng or 1961;. Jit:rT7·..t.lllaon aa w 
us UJe wel come news that he ts muoh better, mj was st.art. Ing work m a ~ime basi s 
the f ollowing week. Ge.rT7 al so oont trmad th at reading s or F'rm'lt. Rtcharil•• tine ato17 
'Rt vals m ctu:os• (tbe sequel to 'The BoY Wtthot& a Name•) w~ bi 1nc1med in oUI"' 
8Ulllller Procram::e • . - . . 

Regret "88 e.qreued that we had not succeeded tn ret a tntac Qle o~tara Cup• 
but al l i;resent ext.etded thelr beart-test omeratui.ttona to the ttldlancJ Club on t:halr 
vtctor,r,. . 

:.r ter business bad bem d i sposed or , o. oow of •The Pogbom• tb&.t ftI7 tn t eres llDI 
!fleet from Kerse,s 1de, "6S paaaed. round, and then Jack WOOd tol d ua et>out ht s T1•1t to 
the Vtctort a Palace , London , t o 1ee 'BlllY Bmtert s Swiss Roll.' 

n,e talk thts evening, ent i tled •r amus D')Counters • was a tnn by Georrre Wilde• 
anct lllu~r at ed by e~ts f1"0m •l1agflet• st crtu , read In Oeotr• s usual Ttvld ao:1 
eotenat ntng s tyl e,. 

After retreshmenta, we had a ga:!18 •Ht:red Doubles .• dntaecl by GerT7 A.lltaon, tbi 
wtmer be inc: oeorr Wilde. 

We wended our various "813 haDe1lai"C1 after a ws t enjQJ'abbl nentng, oon,otou.a or 
-~ mode • Kood start to 1961 . 

Ne:rt. :meet I.qt - Set\r'day, 11 tb feb roary. 
F. HANCOCK - s-,,tar7. 

IX>N WEB,STE!PS telephone number is Richmond 5251. 

YE OLDE CYNIQUE INN 

People wit h hobbies don't go crazy, but this doesn't apply to people 

.......................................... - ............................ - ..... - .. they . U ve .. with . ........ _ .. , ............ _ .. ............................................ . 
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EDITORIAL 

[l]~~[l]~ 
", ,.._• " · ,..,..ry. _· . ... , ,_ •. _ ··- c;1:::.: .... ~ · 

A man I s real possession is his meioory, In nothing el se is he 
ric h, in nothing else i s he poor , So wrote Alexand er Smith, 

PROGRESS: Every copy of the January Di;!est was mailed a t a main Post 
~bout 2 p. m. on Friday. To t.>:te best of our lm'"' l edge, no reader 
received his copy before t he fo llow ing Mooday , some copies being 
delivered with th e second post, Time Marches On. 

MORE PROGRESS: Just as the warning "Wet Paint " may tempt some of us 
to try our lllck with our finger - tips, so the sight of a stTing of con
secutive aerial DUlllbers on a heap of maga,:ine s may tempt us to collect. 
The l as t.-med temptation is passing, however. There are few serial 
numbers left. 

Thoee of us who l ook back in pleasure inste ad of in anger, those 
of us who tend to think that mode= periodicals are, at least, no better 
than those of pre-war days, are accustomed to being contemptuously 
dismis sed as die-hards, and we are well-acquainted with the patronising 
"We're in the nineteen sirtiea, old boy, we muat move with the times. 11 

Some of us, indeed, are sufficisntly long in the tooth t o remember an-, 
cient time s when it was possible to see a cinema progr!llmlle without the 
added delig ht of ac cepting fifteen minute s of advertisemen ts and when 
there was none of that exquisite riak of sitting down, in the dar k , on 
a half-<>aten cboc-ice, 

We concede that we must move with the times. We are quite '"11'9 

that there is much t o be aaid for the mode= snack-bar, Yi th its t!ny 
t abl es of weird design and its narrow, uncomfortab le seats, and "" 
smile fi'ozenly as we pay an exorbitant price fo r a modern "brash-burger" 
and a spot of coffee, half - fi'oth, in a thi ck , transparent cup. Of 
oourse, if Ye are old-fashioned enough to be plump, we could never sit 
down at all in a r eally mode= snack bar . 

As the poet might have said: "Ours but to wait to die , ours not 
to reaso n why ." In view of this, dare"" venture to ask on what grounds 
the use of aerial Ill!Dbers ma been disco ntinued ? Almost all periodicals 
a_ good msn.Y} lewspepers, .• even Mum's grand .. ol d ,J"':t""' ,"Woman's .. Weekl,y," ,. .... 
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have dispenaed wi th serial numbers . We jus t oan •t think why . 

Tho oollectar of to-morrow, vhen dealing wi th tod ay 's !118g8, will 
have to go by the dates. llbat fun he 'll have allow ing for weeks when 
strilsBs s topped p,blication! Of cours e, too Marcil of Time may bring 
e'!thanaaia for all coll ectors . 

C!WlCE 'IO VOTE: Tile editor of SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY is running a Pop 
Poll to determine the type of st ory most liked by hi e readers. Tbo 
categories , vhich read ers are asked to pl ace in order of pop,lari ty , 

- ll%e !18 followe:- \11>.odunit, Espionage , Overseas Adventure, War St ories, 
Science Fiction, Occult, Humour. A very vide rsnee of subj ects, We 
urge readers of Colle ctor s • Digest to join in too poll and register 
their votes. 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

l) ours Sincerely' 
(Interesting extrac t s fro m the Editor's Lette~J>?B:l 

HAROU> LACK (Nor1Jusi::s,ton) J.h, tb.oae haPPY halcyon days at Grey frlar s, Rookwood and St . 
J1c• s - there was never Bn¥tht~ l ike th em before , and I a:i quit e sure the r e qn er will 
be aga in. To ca , ffaITJ \iblrtan, Tom t1eIT7, JUJ'.11' Sll1'er & Cos., are ag&l 88B and tb ey 
always will be . 

b, Se ELLIO'M' (I.Andon) Hr. £. c. carter In bis rtlcle on Nelson Lee (196-0 Annual) 
aentl ons he Is No. 1<17b or tbe St . Frank.ls LeSiue. I em No. 134, el'ld I stlll baTe Iba 
eert l tl cate , dated 1.}t.l\ July , 1925. 

J , BRrUE Bf1W (Gul seley) Es pectallY baVe I enj o)'ed the long l i st ot sources ot 
quota t ions 1 Anrllal) f rom Olar l es Hamil ton ' • wrt tlngs. I am sure that the aur.hcr 
ot th e crey rr t ars yam s htmselt "111 be as t onis hed by the np:;t,er and varie ty ot t heo. 
1beJ' were, I tb tnk, a niy d1stJn cttn re at un ot tbe stories (am I right t n sqlng, 
especlall.Y ot Greyfrlars stor i es?) and mMl1 were old taTour l tes , comtqt up f rom t.r8dt\t on -
e. g. Qllel ch• s &lmtet eye - Harton• s nose •••••• 

%~!tf:O=~~B~~=!)eom~ ~::te::.sp~~~dj.~s"::1r!el~;os~ :::iewf:t tbe 
WeBI7 Wtlll e , Tired Tlm, Case, 1s Catrt , Roll'.llle ss Hect<r . HOIII' I loved the eomtcs , 
espeotal].y at Cbrtstc:e., tlme . 
(We bet you got a k ick out ot our last mooth• s t saue , George. - ED.) 

~T ~ (Hslcbest,.er ) I am sire that • s exton Blalm1 s Chrl stDBS Case 11 was not ..rt.Erl NaX'198ll Scot t. U. has not Cha f a i nt.Ht reaeabtance to a Ha.zwell Scott a tor,. 
It MS wrltten by Wtlll am l'tDTay Gl'Qdon. All orayc1on•a f &T0t.rtte 'tllOl'ds, ~b aa •Toweci
•backl" etc. , and tbe slullby eentl1111n\all't1 am padding are 181tantl,z recoen lsatne. Hore-

.. a,,er, .. Roger .• end Harjorte Bl~ 8N introduced Into . thi s stor7 , eharacters WbO aopeared 
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tn anomer I.mas No. 8boot 1906 or 1907. 1t ta tnte res ttng to note that tbls at oq r~ 
the bas ts of tbe mel odram • sena, Blake , Detect i ve" t'btch was performed on the s t aae 
uroughout th e cctintry, erxS which I =rsett saw l't\en I was £bout. 16. 

LESLEY R011£Y (Hanover) I nould otten ltke t o send r:ff eom:enta on •t.et• s 8e Controwrsta1• 
but, unrortuna t elY , th e Di gest seldom arrives In time tor me to pen lCIY vteNS and sem 
them to you tn time tor th e nexc lssue. Could the col \.llm be left open tor overseas 
oocment tor a fl.rt.her rrontb? 

(I nvar t abl.7 the E'.choes appear t wo contbs atter •Let's B'3 Controvers ta1.• 1bts is 
expresslY to a tve overseas readers the opportun1t;y t o lo in ~ dtscusaton. Even afte r 
the Echoes have appeared , however, coa;ents ore alwa;vs welcor:1:1 from r eaders anyyttere . ED.) 

~i=~A~~~=~? ~1~~ ~ t~~eeth:o "= ~ :~Pb~ on!~~~~~ ~o:~ ~ r have 
a copy. 

WH.lT REAOCR§ SAID A800t 11i£ 1960 »?NU.IL 

t.e tt en: concernh~ the Annual poured In a g iant tl ood Into the Editor ial Off ice . 
WSthOut excepti on, every s ingle article received tt s IQeed In pra is e , end a ll readers were 
enthusiastic about UW pictures. It ts quite t..c;>osstble to quote from many ot the l etters , 
but the following are typical ccanents troc read ers -

~l~~~ ~~t~~~1:f~ ~°::1~ ==~1
~ ~~o~ ~~ ~~=9: i~~ 

or Jove. t wt.llli old Herbert could see thi s l ates t Annual - he ' d be t.he happ iest or the 
lot or us. 

B'fl.N KHIGHT {Cheltenh¥l) A c:agnUl cen t ertort , or l'tl.ldl yau can be jus tl.Y pro ud. 

~ (Dublin) A su1><ll'.'• snasll lng Annual. 

W!tLTtR WEBB (Blmlngham) :.. ti~ t.op Annual. 

?nI~ ~.~~~~. I thought the Annual 1'91"1 good , but was sort7 t o see noth tnc 

~~a:r:.>ce~t!~ ::~!~'i~~!."" reco~t~t~t~ ~~e '1t wtll be N! ad 

~~eellffi/~!:~~,d~cc ~~0~f~!u!:\!~':h t~~!c!f:i;"t!~ ,~:0: t>eth~tng 
his heod most eCl)hatlcallY with approval. 

::a~~~vJ;':;~=-~~ep~t ,::, ~: ~!:~ ~~i~~ot tti!n=~I: ~~flB, 
worthy product ion , lt could have been better with ioore Lee m terlal . 

AU:I ~E (TrtruDere} Congratulations on the charming and dellghtM Annual, wti.1eh t 
haVe ~ tnmense]y. But, oh, how nos talglc l nw reproducitoru or th e old papers• 
rront covers brolJltit back many memcrtes; happy ones, I am pleased to aa;y. concretu1 a
tt ons , also , toy~ mmy coot rlbu tor s . 
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Ti~ :wr-J~a::! ~:u!;'T!ne~ ~~!::88 ~~iean:r :t~~~ llluatr&-
espeolallY the PlilMY Ba::oar. Corwrstula t tona on a eran:I plecJ d work. 

H~u:™M°cr!~~~k ~: :: 1! ~ "!:~~ ;r ~~ ~::·:~ ~~ 
the best poasl bl e adTmtaa e . I N&ard it aa Uw Ter"7 best p i ece or dupll caUrw: .,ff I 
hsYe eTer aefll . 

~ (Cbes1 t rcton) A real lY wondertul Amual. In It , paces are reneciec1 tlw 
~ troUble Oiat baa otJYtousJ.Y bem taken ln tbe i:r,eparatlon or aJCb a 
TOlme. I look f orward to Its aniual publica t ion " Jth Ute saa eB&emeu tbat 1 • 
e,pe r"tenced wit h the tllCIOUS Bolldq Annual. To me, tt baa aq,]J' t"8: tbe pla.ee ot ihe 
l at ter. 

=~~e~:) MX!QJ~:1:~,!1!1:8 {::~~n!;"i!c!:;(~1=:.ne;9~~0N 
r.htnk both Yc:U an:t the Tork Dui>Ucattnc Sertlces h8're at,out reeched pertec tt oo wttll Ulla 
1960 Amual. I am sure you B.LSt be nry prom or It. I know Herbert woUld be tr b& ooUld 
aee It - pertiaps be can. 

GREYFRIARS CUP 
PERMANENT 

FINDS 
HOME 

• FINAL WIIIE<8 BEaK aea:RS CF 1llE FAIIXB ffltl'l!f • 
• GREAT !!!_)l~a!1 1111 

lt ta near u t in years since Hr. Leal le Rowle7, llllllber or the London Branch or me 
o.s.e .c. and one or the 11rJSt enlbustaatlc members or ~ enll re clan , put tnto pra.cttc• 
the brtlltant lcka which had been extrclslrll hls fertlle brain; wtth sp l endid generosity, 
he pt"OYldecl Ute beau t iful Challeng e CUp, •1cti bl named the ON7f'r l ars Cup, tor C(q)e tl
tton llDOl'W th e four F.n&llah o .B.B. Cl ubs . 

Les, as he ls artect l onate ly knolll to us all, la id dOll'l the rules tar th e t1r st 
)'Mr'. Each Cl\lJ was to pnpa:re a mi niature booklet on the lines · ot r.he old Crey trl ars 
Herald , the entrlu were to be JU1ged by an Independent ~lre• and Uw: CJ.Ub "fllbloh came 
1u, ,.. to •,et• the cmt11t for~ en,u(Jll year . 

OUr Nll:UHD Cl ub won the first year , wUh a bl'tlllant eniry . tbe j\11ge •s ttr . 
Blll <larder ot canada. • 

F'or th e second ea'lt.est , uoh Club bad to enter lour sto ries ot certain l en&th -
stori es or th e thre e Hamilton sc hools and st. Frank's. Onoe agato, Hr. Gander wa.s the 
ju::tge, and thts time our LOIOCfrf Cl ti> was to tak e t.lle cu:>. For tbe thtrd :,ear , '"' aaa ln 

~~':,tr~~ .,"mU:.~ ,=;~ :~1 ~beo1~ :nr! r:::'~ to :rlll~c~C:-1.'.:":. 
me had to teat ura But.on Blake, the other two bad to bt scboo l stcrles; Hr . O. R. 8am
NJ7S acted as Jodee. F'or the aeccn:I time, 01.r HIDLAND Club won the cup. 

It shoul d be adcled t.hat, e&dl year , Hr. Rowley, wtth ~tstto thQJ.&ht arx1 
1eneroatt.1 , patd for tb e sui table lnacrlpt l oc of the Cup, and , fU!'tt.er, patd-t:Jll ex;penNs 
tor tbe tropbJ IO .be t ransported rm. me Clti> bc:De'"°'to the next. 

How, ttr. Rowley bas decided that the Hirt.All) Club , ,tn wlMt rl& th e l aurels f er a 
NOOR1 year , Nll becoM the pro\11 possess«- ot this spl endid t.roptxr tor all t t C111. 'l'bil 
t ollowt111 t s th e letter ~lcb our Les ha.e torwarde<l ~ th e F.dtto r of ca..urT[F.8' Dtomr: 



o..r ...-.. F.dltcr, 

!be •ON7frlen CUpl ~tttton, ?avlnc not n1n Iba &-.rt ot tour~ wlG'l a. 
ttldland Club Md>en belrc Juttttabl.1 the wtnnere tor DIIO out ot tbl• fotr ,-ear,, I 

12111* - tbo ~ ClUb ....,d be ecnotCIONd 121• oui,:tal,t winners - UJd Ult Cop 

lllould now - Ille - of lb .. Club. 1 bc,po tbot lb e -· of tbo Nldllnd 
Cllm will ... U.lr -, clear to accept tb e CUp for po.c.erlc.y u It NN am u.i Cba)' 

will alao aocep t ..,. Tff7 beat wtsh H fer t:Mlr 1'ICC<r7., 
1 'IIIWld u u to t.lkl thla pppcrtunttr. to tNl'lk mo,t 1lnoere11 t.he *'•tint tnc ttfctta 

ct all lib> bU,ped tn thl ~ ~litcn.a. In partlOUlll" • the eb.apa ""o 1ll"'Ote tbt -

ac.crtaa , ihl Cl~ 8ecntc'I•• ,tao dtalt wttb _1:tt• 00ff'e.llp(n:tenn1 , t:tt• JWCtJ• for dl 1tr 
kind 1.J:ll,erl.lallQ', m:I • of OCIUr"fl; - tbl Ecuicr ot tills mpstr. fcr u,e ,pe,ce ., ,...-' 

oual.1 ott ered . :-.. , 
Another eype of ccntest ts int er eona: lderatlon am tn th ta cu e a IIOl'Mlltal7 pr-ts.a 

will be ott ered LD a.a hope mai all r oaders or thl Dtceat. at home er o, eraea.s JDltl t eel 

ltll• to t.ekAII part., 

co=TORS ' DIGEST ccmgrntulate e our KIDLAIID Club on ,the ir well-

e=ed honour of bec<llllillg the pe=nent ·owere of the tropby . On be

lullf of "11 the Clubs , we thank Leslie Rowl ey fo r the wonderful 88•ture 

which me brought ua <lll ao much interest, incentive ond happinesa. 

AND llllAT OF THE F!JTIJRE? Lee 1a now planning a gi«ontic nev Contest , 

in nseocia tion with the F.d1 tor, which will be open to EVERY SUBSCRIBER 

to COLW::TORS' DIGEST. lie has <llrendy depos ited the BWD of £5 wit h . 

this 11111ga11ine, and this -._. i:r:lse can be won by any C .D . subec:ri.

ber in Oii/i ;,art of the world. 
At the ...-nt , a moet thrilling and f aecin,i ting cont.et is being 

prepared to r yw all . ANY C. D. eubeoriber, with a littl e in i tiative, 

a little 1magin!lti<11 , and a l itt le l Wlk can win this monetary reward 

during the c<Ding year . At pre sent , it 1a all in the embryo stage , 

but ..,. BhllJ..l be llllldJ:lg an announcement in this DJ!l811Sine eh<>r;l y. 

WATCH COLLECTORS' DIGEST 
FOR PARTICULARS OF THE 

GREAT NEW LES ROWLEY CONTEST! 

Dupltcated bJ T~ [q,U oatt,_ SenleH, 12& Tbl Slmibles , York. 

Publ1-bed try Q-to h.Jnl. Czcetal cr Rous•• GroY1 Roed, SUrbltm . 


