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CHANGE FOR THE SAKE OF CBA!IGE. Recently, on B. B.C . Television , t he 

compare said to the famous sin8ing star: "Mr. So-and-S o , you are nov 

going to sing us in modem style , that lovely old song . " The said star 

oang the lovely old song in modem style, rendering the celody unrecog-­

nizable and the lyric unintelligible . I». fact, it ceased to be a song 

and became a series of moans and groans. 
Which, for some r eason or other, reminded us of the new present­

ation of that Edvard:ian thriller "Silver Dwarf" , vi th the ""'""' of Nel son 

Lee changed t o Jaxoo Lee. Ve would have no objection t o any chan&9 in 

a story which removed something grown ab<rurd from the passing of t:l.me. 

But changing the ll8llll of Nelson to Juon strikes us as poin tless and 

exasperating. Chan&<> merely f or chan8" ' • sake . 
ls a story improved or brought up.to-<late because a public school 

boy, instead o:t remarking "Buzz off" , is now made t o say "Scram"? Ve 

think it isn ' t. 
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OUR NEW CONTfST. Our contes t t o f ind t he CIOSt popular character in 
o . B.B. f'i~ti on (whic h Colle otors • Digest is nmn:injt in ass ociati on 
ri th Les Rowley who has genarously given the prizes) wil l be enormously 
interesting. Twenty-three cmract e rs have been carefully se lected t o 
figure in t he contest . No doubt , individual readers my think of some 
certain character who is ooitted a nd whom they would have liked t o see 
includ ed , but that i s inevi tab l e . Ve think our 23 are representative . 

Much skill rill be necessary t o foreca s t the ten which ar e lik e ly 
t o head th e popular vote, and even more skill to de tennine in what 
ordar t he ten will be placed. The result is by no c eans a f oregone con­
clusi on. In fact , we think it i s as open as it c ould possibly be . It 
is going to prove tremendously exciting to find the most popular char-­
ac t er in the weekly ficti on of our day. 

The succe s s of the oontest depends upon each one of you . PLEASE 
U3E YOUR VOTE. Fill in and return your antry fem . This contest iJI 
open to EVERY READER OF COLL!iX:TORS I DI GEST AIIYVll!:RE - and all vo tes 
count. Don't let your favourite character down. Don't l et us down. 
If you happen t o win , the prizes will make a nice little ext r a in time 
for t he holidays - but , in any case , the main thing is taking part in 
this most fascinating of expe r iments . So PLEASE VOTE. 

THE EDI'IOR. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
~BECAHNo 1 5 

~ our tront c.offr th ta m:>ntb we reproouce tor you the eOTer ot No. 1 ot • BtU..SE'Y£9 
dated January 19} 1, The Pll)er ran tor 188 Issues tritll mldst.mrrer, 1934. 

Sooehoff th.ere was an lff'e sfs tl ble al trac tl c.n abOUt SW.SEYE - a per lodl eal ,tatc.b 
l eaned towarda tbe barrlt lc "lthou t the sad.Im. 'fltl.1ch seem: to permaate •hon"Ort ~ 
ctuctlons toda;r. Our exi,ert. iHll Lott s. g ins ua th! tollcttlng It em ot lnlon:m.tlon: 

1'he oontroll l !'W editor was r. c . COl'CMoll. 1ibo "8JS ed it or of Che old • Ful ard 
Ptctlon. • In fac t, Bt.UBE!E • a.a: l lke a ratha:r ccre Jurenl l • •f\m and Fiction.• Ol let 
,ob-ed i tor . 'fClo-. lat.er ed itor o r •file F'tm' for DISO' ,ear- s. wu PbllllP DeYtea . ill 
stori e s were enclVJIIOUS• ~ DX)St of them were 1111"ltt.tn bY Altr9d n:tgar who created auoh 
aert ah aa •The ROI.lie of nr 1us • an:I •Thi Phantom of cur-stta- Fi elds .• 

Principal art ists wen J. Loula-6al1tbe am Wllll a:i Oec::c"ge waatt• ld. The 1.aite:r 
tllustn.ied 1 f\ll 8lrJ rtc.t.tcn' and ••• of ecurN• t miou, tor hta llblatl'at tons ot Root.­
wood characters ln the •Bqs• F'r18Dd.• 

JE CUE CYfflQlE JHN 

IT. ~ . \lw f811('11J.9 rttai. tl!,lnb: no\htng ot a cold beth , wi nter or sumner. 
We don' t Chink llUCb. of It e ttb er. 
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COLL ECTORS' DIGEST 
GREAT POPULAR ITY CONTEST 

F IRST PRIZE - i 5 
FOOR PRIZ&S OF 10/ - EACH FOR RONNmS-UP 

This month COI.Lrel'ORS • DIGEST preoents vhst ve believe t o be the 

most fascinating competition ever run by any magazine , The hands ome 

prize list, t otalling c:,, is most generously given by Mr. Les Rowley, 

and is veil vorth vinning , But , ape.rt from the prizes , you have the 

chance t o vote for the characters you have l oved down the years . It is 

our aim to find out THE MOST FOFULAR CHARACTOO Ill OLD BOYS' FICTION -

and it is goin8 to be a t:Nlo,endously interesting task , Ve ere , in fact , 

a iJ:ung tc disoover the Tm most popular characters . ls Billy ilunter 

more popular than !!any Wharton - or is there another Greyfriare chara ­

cte r who beats them both? Is llandfo rt h more popular than Nipper? Do 

readers prefe r Tinker t o Sexton Bloke? Is Jirmy Sil ver more popular 

than all the rest? Is Gussy outdated , so thst he will not even feature 

in t he first ten? At the moment we just don't know - but , wi t h your 

help , we are going t o find out. 
In order t o make it unnecessary f or you t o mutilate your copy of 

the Digest, we are giving the entty coupon separately . Ve ask every 

reeder t:> fill in his coupon and return 1 t as s oon as possib l e to the 

F.di tor . In ord er that readers ALL ovrn THE WORLD mey tako part, the 

CLreiliG DATE is fixed f or JUNE 3rd. Overseas readers can , i f t hey 

wish , place th e completed coupon in an UNSEALED El:IVELOFE and sent 1 t 

by SD:O!~LASS AIRMAIL. 
The Eht ry Coupon falls int o TWO PARTS - the first grid you will 

fill in from the dictates of your heart - the se cond grid you will fill 

in from the dictates of your head . Your votes in Grid Ona will give us 

the order of populsri ty ve ere seekin8, Your list in Grid Two vill be 

your aotunl entry fo r the competiti on , The prizes will be awarded t o 

the entrants who include the greatest number of names as given by the 

popular vote , end the nearer you are to the final list , and final order , 

the nearer you will be t o vinning the prizes . 



RULE'! and IN8TROOI'IOl'IS 

1. Hake J(Nt' entr7 ln Cirld c:ne fir s t. Tou r:r.ay anard a total or 6o carka , bUt ,ou me, 
g ive no •ln&l• chDneter QOl't than JO. Apm-t t roo tllls , ,ou rYJY cUspenaa 70ur 
total ot 6o marks jus t how JOU please . For l nsWlee , you ma:,, tr you wt!ll, 'fOte tor 
Just two, a,ardJng )0 each . Or-, 1t 70ur tav oun tr'8 oore "ldel.Y spread , ,ou my 
.ara 5 marks to each or 12 characte r a - a total ot 6o. Cr, you can awtll"d JO to ycu­
pr-lme c.hareoter , and 10 eacb to dlree OU'ler s. ln Gr id CW. YOU will find thre e colu:m,a, 
ni.ese gtw 7ou the index nua:bers and names or th e selected dlaract era plus a spec• 
tor you t o in sert 7c,ur mnca. Lellff BLANK thoae characters ror 1illlhca 7ou d o not "t'Ote 
at all . 

2. Now pan t o Grid TWo. th t s Is the anser tn "1.lch yoo think ihe Toti n& wlll .ut t be 
~ IDOst popu)..8r ctiaracters. Hen1 7cu use :,our 6KrLL eri1 not your sen tlaint. As an 
Instance, 1ou 'fl8Y Just 11:>~lp Butn1..10 Bill, 1.n 'lllhlch ca.a• you may-ha•e •ardlll·. bl m 
}O mrka . But, all tbl ama , you 1181 f eel Cbat he would have no d\anc e ot ttaurlna 
1n UM rtrst i.en. Tbe:Nfore, 70u wtn not tnclu::1e hla tnaex mnber tn Crld Two. 

In Grid Two, ent er, tn tbl crder you a.ssess tbetr popu.larley from Uw popular 
vote, Ole Jnd,ex Nmbera or the characters YoU bellen "111 be Toted thua. If ,o u 
tblnk 8111¥ amt.er will com fir st, pia.c. bis lndex No. 4 against. Ut In Crtd Two. 
It ycu tblr* Vern<lfl"'61Dllb will come aeoonct. place hi s lhdex No. 22 acalna:t 2nd In 
Grid ho - md ao en tr1tll JOU have ooq:,leted all ten 1n Grid Two. 

J . E'V181"7 entr7 aiat be Dade on the orttc tal entry f orm, c lnn l003 e with the April 
Issue of eoueci.ora t Dlceat . No reader DI.Y" aend 1n core than one enc.r,r. t>ut , 'lltie.N 
l!Nd>er8 of a fm.!11].y n<rCla.117 lhare one COPY of til e magazine , m eddl tl onal ~opy Cll'I 
be pi..rcbaaed to Pf'(Tt'lde a second coupon It des Ired . The numtr of extra cop l ea 
ll'f'allabl• • beyond cur ncn:al .ubserlbers • COlllhl t.aent.s, la very llmlUd hatffer. 

I.a. 'ftll clerical work In eormectlon wttl'I the cmt.est wil l be hea.,,., mid, 1boUlh tb e ~ 
pe tlttm dOff not close till Jwl e Jrd, It will hel p a lo t It :rou .smd In your 
entr- lH as soon aa possibl e. EYef'7 "'ot.e will be caretull.Y reocrde<I, and &be tlnal. 
NOOl'd8 will be cede sn. tlebl t tor W Inspec ti on of all Cbe club s after the cloae 
or th e contest. flll8 first prise will be awarded tot.b e read er Jbose enuy In Or td 
Two co• s neareat i.o tbe onser u gtnn by t he popular vote . ,,_ prtzea fer nmne~ 
up wi ll be awarded st.mtlarl.Y. The Fdttor reserves the right to "'8l7 tb e prt,.....um'dS 
tr necessary , but the l'Ull prize list of Q wtll be patd tc winners . 

PlEASE EHBlllE 1RE BtcemS CF 11118 CREA.1' VOTINO CONTEST - SDI> IN nut DffltT f'tlR.11!. 

HJWI REPEATS ITSEU' 

A tew lll>rltba ago , tn our controte ntal F.choes colucri , "YarlOUS readers puaad Uut l r 
opinions as to tCMl:bU' er not It waa f eas ible tor W'al.11' &inter, 81117 Bwlterta do.Ible, to 
be appotniecl a farm aast.er. Sea dlought lt was, aocie l:tloteht lt -...i • t , md, ot course, 
no a1*le or opinion was clWlged b1' me Iota from readt~ -.t somebody e lse Chougbt. 

Now wt Und Kettb Banu, llhO was 81117 Bunter thls year at tbe vtuort a Palace , 
pl q tns a f Ol'a"'ma,.l!lter (~ pl qq lt remarut>l.7 ~11, tnoldentallJ') tn m e B.B.c . 
telnt.stan .er tal •rttai Ferm at St . Dcaln l c •.-. Rlstor7 has repeatfW! 'Jtae lf a.a It ao 
often ... to do. 

-- ------- --------·-·- - -·-·- ·- -·-·--·-
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Conducted bv JOSEPIIDIE PACK1".AN 

271 Archdale Road . Fast Dulrlch 1 London , S.E . 221 

I shall be mos t 
gm te1ul 11' any one can 
tell me whether they have 
ever read or heard of any 
stories about Dr . llurl on 
Rymer :i.n any paper oth er 
than the UNION JACK Jltlg_ 

to Fobroarv . 1913. 
From the firs t st ori es 

I have of Dr . Rymer (U.J. 
No . 488, February 1913, 
"When Greek J.1eete Greek , " 
and B. F. L. (1st series) 
No . 228 , l'.ay 1913 "The 
Great Mining Swindle ") 
it would appear t ha t 
Blake end Rymer had mot 
bef ore. 

It c ould, of course , 
have l,een G. H. Teed ' s wey 

of introducing n new 
character I but - WAS I T? 

JOSIE PACKIWI 

* * ••• * 
ARTIIIJR J. PALK 
bv D, J . Adle v 

On behal f of Bill 
Lofte end myself - as 
co-wri tars of the Sext on 

Blake Authors Who •s Who in the 1959 C. D. Annual - we feel that in our 

own interests we should make some r eply to the very interesting cou:ments 

made by S. Gordon Swan in the Fobruary C.D. regarding Arthur J. Palk . 

Neit her of us hsve ever felt porfec tly satisfied that the identity 

of Palk vas Arthur . J . Paterson; ..... in fac t, ve were most careful t o state 
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in the Vb.e ' s Who that t his was only ' probably' the real identity. 
On one of his visits t o Mr. Twyman, Bill .Lofts sh owed the forcer 

edi t or of the UllION JACK the st ory in questi on, and after a close scru­
tiny Hr . Twyman could not ranember theruth or ' Palk ' at ell. In his oir 
ini on th o s t ory was ei ther handled by a s~edit or when he (Twyi:ie.n) was 
away from the office, or el se it was submitted through a literary agency 
( as in th e case of 'Frank Lelland ', whose identity was so lved a few years 
ag0 .) 

The style of writing ( e cc Ordill8 t o Mr. Tvynan) ve s similar t o that 
of th e late Arthur J. Paters on, end he th eoried tha t thi s , end the ssme 
initials, plus t he fact that Paterson lived in Australia f or u:any years -
although he ,my , as stated, have been bom in New Mexic o - could make a 
g00d case f or a 'probability'. Perhaps a bet tor word would have been 
• possi bility. ' 

The point toot Mr. Swan makes re@ilrding the fac t that Pat erson had 
l oll8 been dead when t he Palk st ory was published d oes not prove 8JlTthing 
ot al.l , f ar mn.y stories were held in reserve f or years bef ore being 
published - a fact which any A. P. editor would confirm - and this story 
c ould well have been an old one of Paterson •s. 

It ..,y be possib l e that the auth or who wrot e the sto ry in the 
Austra l ian rubliceti on that Ya-. Swan menti ons is the same writor es the 
Sexto n Blak~ autho r, but on the other hand t here are often wri tera with 
precisely t he same christian end surnames. Even th ose wi t h extremely 
uncoI:lllon names have been f ound t o have a 'doubl e 1 

- so far as the name 
is concerned. 

If Mr. Swsn could possibly rec ollect the publishers of that 
Australian JBpei-back, no doubt the eystery could be so lved as to whethe r 
t he Art l 1ur J. Palk who wrote therein vas the same writer as the Bl ake 
nuth or of the 1933 era. As it s tands, the matte r remains a eystery, and 
pending more definite inf ormati on I think it will be agreed that Mr. 
Twyman• a t heory is still as g0od as a:ny. 

• * * • * 
SEXTON BLAKE VIllS A CASE 

( The f ollowing article in a llewcastle daily paper was kindl,Y sent 
to me by Y.r. Rol and Storey. ) 

Labourer Sexton Blake - "I 'm ~ namesake 's greatest fan " - took a 
page out of his hero's book the day ha was "framed." 

Thieve s "planted" 20) feet of electric weldin g cab l e in his van , 
24-yesr-o ld Sexton told WeUsend magistrates today. 

He was stopped by the poli oe , the cable worth £25 was fo und in his 
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van, and he was char ged with s t ealin g it or receiving it knowing i t t o 

be sto l en . 
But Sext on , who bas f ollowed the adventurea of th e l egen dary 

s leu th ever sinc e he l earned t o road, turned detective - and t oday he 

sa id he hod cracked the case . 
After the ir.agistrates had discis sed both t he charges 8!!1lins t l'-1m 

t c'<lay, dark haired Sext on said : "I think I kn°" who did i t, but I 

don ' t think I will do anything . It is onl,y heresay evidence. The 

cable hos been returned and I have been cleared of ar,y blal!le , so every ­

one i s happy . 
Sexton , of Union Stree t, Shi el d.field, Newcast l e , added : "I f elt 

just like t he real Sexton . I'm "'Y naoosake •s greatest fan. I have " 

son called Sexton ; I hope I don ' t hove to do this S!!llin , " 

Earlier, Supt. ll . E. Bis hop told the magistrates that Sex t on -

his othe r christian Mme i s Villism - was et opped while dr ivi ng his van 

in Vallsmd. 
The cable was in t he beck . It was identified as the sort used 

ot Swo.n, Hunter and l/iglml Richard.s ons ' • Wallsand yard and Sext on 

Blok e had bem to t he yard tint :nam ing l ookiilg f or work. 

! charge of using the van with out insurance was al.Bo dismis sed . 

Sexton did not get off alt oe,,ther . T".e magistrates fined hiI:l a 

total of .C10, vi th 10s . costs em !!llv e him a month to poy. 

* * * •• 
SEXTON BLAKE LlliWr{ TITLES AND A1Jll!ORS (2nd series) 

(continued) 

No. 76 nte Crook or nee , Stre e t . . ... (Spl a..llh Page} . . . · ···--· .. ·-·· ··c • A. &vans 

(Reprint ed In 2nd 1t1rie1 No. 604) 
No. n 'ffM TtrTOr or 'fanaler . . . 1PltEDtr , Rymer ) .. ....... c. H. feed 

(ReprlntAd tn 2nd serlu No. 615) 
No. 78 Wbo JCllled Caraon? ..... ··-·---· _ _ ...... ..R.11.C. Clbbon• 

::: : ::.r:.,~c= Dl 
................... w.11.. c~on 

.. R .c. J.nriour 
--H.R. C. Clbbons 

No. 81 nw Atratr or the ltctnap pea Crook (ri. & £ . eale) 
No. 82 nw Nlsf'li. Club ~i.ery . __ . cn,ru tt&steuers J . . __ __ ,C.R. Teed 

(Repr lnt.ed t.n 2nd se ries No. 663} 

::: ~ =~re:::~~ .~.~-.. -.:·_-~·:. ___ ~::~·::.~_:.:::.:~·:~::~:~:~-====:=~-:~: i=1t, 
No. 85 1be Rc,ctwe Re~ ll c _ (Kart t C&lante . Rytitr). .. C.H. Teed 

No. 86 Wantedl ..... _ .... ... . .. . . . .. . WJ1. Crwdon 

No. 67 n. Rlddl t or th e Gold en Ftneers ..... ...... ... _,. ... c . J. NUrra.r 

No. 88 The Trail or th t Old Lag . ... .. . --· ·· ···---- .. ····-· -·-·· - )1.J . Boyttdd 

Ho. 89 ffle Tts,r or Cant.on (V&lt 11!lt.a- Vait . Plucntr) ··- · ····· .. . C.H. Teed 

(Reprtnt«l tn 2nd .e rl u No. ~ J 
Ho. 90 The tup-f'lnal '1:ntel'J' . . . .... - ...... _ .. _ .. ___ .. ..... A. £41ar 

No. 91 Tb8 Ca,t or the .. Human Nol t, . ___ . ._ ............... . .. ... ...... &. T~ le-r ...... .. 
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"°· 105 
No. 1o6 
No. Hf/ 
No. 103 

Ho. 109 
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No. 131 
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1118 Plratos or the J.lrway ........ . .... ......... -·- ······-R· c . Ar!3otr 
Tile bUr'&lar or Whl t.e Bi rches . .. . ............... .... ........ _ ... ............ ... w. tt. Ol'QO()n 
The t,,ste17 ot the Hansl on rtre .... . ....... (C. & &. Nale) ········- -- - R• H. c . Glbbona 
The Tbree Ha.sked Hen ............. . ................... ··-··········-J• N. Pent.e l °" 
The case or the Ol<HJp Kt ~ .. .. .......... - . ................... _ .... F. A. Symonds 
1'\e Palaoe or Terror ... ... ···········- ....... ······-- - ·-·········-&• J . l1Urr8:r 
The Slcre t or tbe Tod> . .. ............. . w. J. Ba¥tleld 
'lbe Hovle J11a:tery .... R. c . J.niour 
The AdVentur-e of tbe Rogue•s Appren t ice ............ w. H. ere,don 
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SEXTON BL\KE 'lliE ETmNAL 

(Another extract from a chapter on Sext on Blake taken fr om the late 
Herbert Leckenby's "Manor ies of Old Boys '. Papers:? 

Duri ng the course of his career Blake tmvelled in many oo\D'ltrles 
and climes. There is not a continental coun try he bas not been in . He 
has Ind adventures in India and Peru, A1JStralie. and America, Chili and 
China , Japan and Jamaica , and has seen life in t he Arctic and Pacific 
isl es . 

In the pursuit of his calling he has bem nigh unt o death on in­
numerable occa si ons , f or he he.s beoo stabbed, sh ot, poisoned , nearly 
drowned , and been saved from hanging at the fifty - ninth minute of the 
eleventh hour . Be m.s , more than once, beeo tried f or murder. 

For clients, be has had kings and princes , sta t esmen, mmi.erous 
meo.ber a of the peerage, l!li.l.li onaires , captains of industry, anl hundreds 
of th os e in humbler walls of life. 

In order to solve his problems he has at times takm up all aorta 
of trades and professi ons. He ms been a fireman , an act or, a mechanic 
a ca.b-d.river , a music-hall n:anager, o. composito r, worked in a racing 
stable, been in t he navy and served time as a convict, just t o mmt ian 
a few. 

In the passing of bis busy life he has crossed swords ri th msny 
raster criminals end ~ of crime. There have been George Marsden 
Plumner, Profess or Kew, Count Carle e , Leon Kestrel , Mr. Reece, Sir 
Philip Champion and the rest of th e Confederation, Dr. Huxton l\ymer , 
Wu Ling, Aubrey Dexter , Henri Garock , Laban Creed , Zenith the Albin o, 
Wa ld o the Wonder Man, Paul Cyncs , Dr. Satire , Dr . Ferraro , G\mga Dass 
aOO. that audaci ous piir, Gilbert and Eilem Hale . T.tere a.re many more 
he has fought ti tonic battles against through out the years. 

And, of course , during the greater part of this time t here has 
been by his side his two faithful assistants, Tinker and Pedro the 
bloodhound. Tinker , in f ac t, I.IUSt have been at death 's door as c f t en 
as his master •• • ••• 

It would be interesting if one could discover who , of the band of 
auth ors of filake stories, wrote the most, but I fear it would be almost 
icpossible . I can , however , quote a number who wrote very many of the 
st ories . In the early days of t he penny U.J •s snd S .B.L's , 11. Murray 
Gn,ydon must have penned the word 'Bl ake' tens of th ousands of t imes. 
The man who introduced Inspector Will Spearing (Mark Darron) also wrote 
a tremendous l ot. Later there was Robert Murray (Murray Graydon I s son) 
wit h bis fam01JS Conf ederation stories , which r an for yeers, fol l owed by 
.Paul ,Qynos and Dr. Satire • . In . the earlier . ~a, . to£_,_ there was_ Andrew 
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Murray , creat or of J ohn Lawless , Prof es sor Kev and Count I vor Carlac . 

Andrew HUIT8,Y's death l eft a big gap in the ranks , 

Then we lllllSt not f oreet G. Hamilt on Teed , f or be must be ~ on 

the list f or the bigges t out;.it. PerhapB be in t rod\lced more ' characters ' 

than ruw,m e els e; the chamin8 Yvonne Cart ie r; t he villain ous Dr. 

Huxton 11,ymer; lfu Ling t he mystic; Nirvan a t he dsnc or ; Jw,e Severance ; 

The Three llusketeere , and mny i:,ore. Re als o vro t e the later George 

l'.o.rsden Plum:>er st ories . 
Others who were kep t busy f or years were E. S . Bro oks , vi th Waldo 

the Wonder !·an ; Anthony Skene , v b:> usually brousht in Zenith th e Albino; 

Lewi s Jacka on, to vhom goes th e credit for the Leon Kest re l stories; 

Gilbert Chester , who deligh t ed tb:>usands of rea ders vi th the audsci ties 

of Gilbert and Eil een Hale , the Gwyn Evans, l over of the bizarre, who 

created ' Spla sh Page , the s licke st re porter in Fleet Stre et 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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5 - s. 0 . L' 1 Creyll'l at'.sj 4 - B.O.L• 1 St. Jim• . , 3 - a. o.L• 1 St.. Fredtl; 1 - 8. D.L. 

Padts:Salt; 1 - s . o. L. 81 tri o Rooke; 5 - Football end ~ Llbl"arlea 366 .. m C19:SJ-

19J4h 2 - 4jd . lnoct out Ltbnrtea : 1 - 4~. BuUaeyt Lttr8J'7; 1 - Stihool&lrl Olm 

Ltbr'al7. otrar,. S. A. E. 
LlTY.UC, 58 STIJlrlll.L ltOAD, ASHFalD, HtDOI • 
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HAM IL TON IANA 

LEI' 'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 491 NO LARGEJI THAN LIFE ! 

F A!10lB 8Dt I fJ 
!!2J 

1'be boy tn peril ln 
the t>oai ts Herbert 
Vcm on-e.ml tl'I, th e 
Bot.nder ot Oreytrtars. 
The bo7 1eao1nc to 
h la rescue la Tm 
Reowtng , a. satlor" ' s 
son , MX> ll"Yes 1n a 
small &Ottqre near 
tb e HaM.•a c11tr . 

Later,, a new boY 
named. CJ.a•erln& 
erT 1T8s at. c;reytrtara 
md the Bounder re­
cogn lzas him u Red­
"lflil:. 

The s t«Y • IN AN'JTIER '8 
PLACE, the flrst 
storY ot t he flr st 
Redwtn g Nrle s , plb-
11 :s.hed tn t:he Ha&,net 
In earlY 1918. The 
Bo\Slder bad alwa.,s 
been a t etrlY prcatn­
ent charecter end an 
tnteresttng one , but 
wttb Cbe oomtng or 
Tom Redwtna , Ula l a.A 
penaancn t newcomer 
Jntnxluced. t o U\e 
Remofl, ltl e popularltJ' 
or Vernon-Smttll 111BS 
con aol ldated. 

Arttsi - c. R. Cho.pmn 

In a recent issue of Collect ors• Digest a contribut or wrote: 
day the aristocrat of St . Jim' s seens an out-dated, almost unreal 
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character . " Which prompts IOO t o ask whet her any characte r in ficti on 
·can ever be unreal . Any sch oolmaster of experience will have met b oys 
in real lif e far more unusus l than any he has met in fiction. I have 
met and known people who, if I wro t e them into a st ory , woul d be con­
sidered f antastic - bey ond the bounds of credence . In art icles on the 
old sch ool stories , I eyse lf have aometioes referred to characters as 
being "larger than li f e" but I wonder whethe r any cha.racter in :fiction 
is really larger than li fe . 

Just bC>f far is Gussy out-dated, f or instaooe? In bis character 
I would say not at all . I have known decen t , simple , honest boys, 
gullible and unsuspec t ing - boys who. are really ",im tl ecien" if that , t oo , 
is not an old-fashi oned word . The wealthy aris t ocrat has a lmost gone, 
but there lJl8Y be a fe w l eft . The monocle and the speech impediment are 
th e only fact or s which could date Gussy . But I have never , in my whol e 
life, ever seen a boy with e monocle , s o I dwb t if this dates him ,my 
more today than it did in 1920 . Speech :impediment is very rare today 
among yoUI1813ters. When I was at sch ool, the Head Prefeot stuttered , 
but, anong the th ousands of boys who passed through my hands as a sc hool 
master , I cannot recall one who stuttered. Medical science has almost 
eradicated speech impediment among the young . 

Of all the charac t ers in the Hamil ton sch ools too only one who 
I feel strikes a really false note is Dutt ro . No boy • ould cause amuse­
ment in class today by bis deafness . He vwld veer a bearing aid; in 
fact , plenty scho olboys do . 

The bores , the simpl etons , the fo ols - these exist in real l ife, 
oft Ell far more ex treme than anything .in ficti on . Lovell and Coker, 
S!d.mpole, Alonzo Todd and Clarence Cuffy - they se«n t o be larger tmn 
life - but they are not. Bores exist , people who never realise that 
their conversation and their mannerians make their acquaintances dodge 
t!Bm if t hey can . Self - centred boys like Coker can be found in any 
sch ool froc ti me t o ti me. The f ool of the class , wh o s,cys and does 
stup id things, i s oommon . Usually he is put ting on an act; a boy who 
is use l ess at wor k and sport f iln s t m t he can @llin att enti on by being 
an utt er ass , an d he goes all out to @llin t hat reputation . 

The foo l - mout hed boy, not found in our schoo l s t ori es , is foul ­
mouthed because he is n o ~od at anything else. In varia bly , I would 
say , th e boy wi t h the fund of smutty s t ori es is , like the ass , a boy 
wit h an inf erio rity compl ex. Ile has foun d the one way he can B>"in 
attenti on and a reputa ti on of sorts . 

The l ong- winded boy and the boy who uses l ong words like Alonzo 
and Skimpol e - th ey erls t . I have known l!lllly boys v ho never use a shor t 
word, e:I. tb er when speaking or wri t ing , if they can thilll< of a l ong one _ ___. _____ ,.. __ .. ___ ... _ ........... ..- ...... - --~ ................ __ ,,,,,,.,., .. ,,,. 
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t o fill th e bill . s.,,.., boys have a mania far quot ing f oreign tap, 
particular ly when wrl. ting - rather bad f orm in t he leam.ed and a r eal 
pitfall f or the ignorant . 

The boy who will not lie is no rarity , but it would be rare t o 
find s o many of the m in one f onn ro oo as we find in the Remove and t he 
Shell . 

I even had one Bunter in my cl ass - an enonnous lad with a le.ugh 
like an ala.no-cl ock. He appeared in a f ew filras , but I l ost t ruch 
with him many years back . 

I can recal.l no anob among my th ousand s of lads, and th e bulli es 
have been extremel y rar e. Boys can be cruel t o one anot her and often 
are , but the cru el ty i s from t he t ongue and sel dom phys ical. Mockery 
can mke a boy ' s life a misery , but he is c ocked f or what he is as a 
chara cte r and not far his lack of po98essi ona . 

Good, conscienti ous prefects ex i s t in real lif e , but not in large 
n=bera. If, f ar instance , drunage is done , it is a eafe bet t ha t if 
the pref ects can ' t find out who did it , t he culprit was e prefect . 

I contend t ha t ficti onal characters are no lar !J' r than lif e - but 
on certain occasi ons an author r:iny ceuae a boy in his s t ory to act out 
of charact er. I do not believe that a boy like Bunter would ever have 
the ali ghtest wish t o blackmai l hi s way into a f oo tball match . I think 
tha t Skinn er and Snoop and Racke would nevar be aggrieved beceuse they 
were le ft out of games . Games dodge rs ar e surprisingly pro lific in any 
s chool , but I have ye t to meet a real - lif e sl acke r wbo will try t o get 
in th e games . 

It ' s just my point of view! llhat ' s yours? 

* * * * * 
OOIITROVEHSIAL ECHOES 

No, 47, THF. U.LT 00:GH!f 

7f!a~1'n e~!r~~1:~!~s~0~ tstbema~oi:~=!~1it:! ~~~:,; :e~rwthough 
• ekl.T St.. Jlmt s and Creyfr tan stories ln the •twenties: th~ Wli!N so hac&ed aboUt 
Chat they were of t.ell spe ll ed . and nen so no s l n&J,e Hognet or Cem story could appear In 
l eas than two l.n:Jstalm&nts In the Popular• with the reSUlt that e"Tery al t ernate stor.r 
had an ~ ltt olal conclusloo. 

Aaa1n. the tdlole ttt eet was acrappr. wlt.h as ll!flY es flve dlrf erent aerials 
running slmlt.aneoual.7 : of coun:e , Q'l.e ser lW always r tntshid at dtrferent times , ao 
that no m tt.er Where YOU begin llnd e n::I your oonectlon of Populars YoU are al.w.qs ln 
the middl e of S<SIB lOfll s torY. 

S till , awre were plaaatng Point s about Ule Popular. Sooe ot Hr. Chapzn •s bes t 
tllu.,trat l ons are t.o blil rcux1 tn tb ts paper. tn the l ate ttwent tes and earl.J' •U\trtl ea. 
'DMI ROODOod s t ories . ot cotrse, 81"8)'3 U tt.ad In nice)¥ 1n the space allot ted , aa did 

~·the .stcrlH ,ape~l al,..!i 11rttten ror the R8P!r• _,Hr' . .. Hea llton •s contr l butlons ,.W"Jaer ,this ,"" 
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beacttna tnc l ude not oniy th e Rt o Ktd but the Popol ek l Pat rol. 
1'he PopUler Y(lS replnced b7 'fltlat tbe editor called •That c,anktng we ekJ.¥ treat. 

the Range~. A txire unJ.1kel.7 sooces, or tt would be d tr tteUlt to tcactlli . 

~ e.u~:o~ r: ~~= ~:* ;;rna ~~~ ~! ~ ;~n:' 
Y8m"s ot U t e , I toond lt pe.rtlo.ilarlY attnot1 n at a ttl:18 "hen the Oem was pas t lh 
best and tbere wero too IIWI)' slKl st.orte s about. It provid ed a &l tci,st ot the que.ltt.y 
or Chi ~er gor tu In 'llblcb I W$a more tNll readY to reepond even a t U\8 t..endrar aee 
ot ten and aave a 8lill'lae , l th ink , of three ,0 11)' acbools all uttei-11 tm&ltk e , al l bav l,-: 
rm and actnnture togeiher tn thei r re~c u ..e sphere s , at one am ll2'li same t lDe , an<1 
al l serv ed ui, 1n one dish for the deU&ht or one DSll bQr. 

It haa alwaJa se&IMKI to tlXI that me old Popul.ar enl O)"ed a s pecial advert~• l n 
Ulet all tbe beat or the ear}¥ Haollton W65 a t the dlSPosal or 1he edttcrs , anc2 all tbe 
benettt.s ot the ed i tori a l prmq knif e could COC!Wil! Into pls, . Burel¥ the old peper NlB 
a art of Hao lltM Di ges t - a short Btor7 Ter&ton of the earlier tullfl engtb t a.sues . 

r ou •ere not the onl7 read er llbo felt melanch017 -.en ma old , tor t e • were dis-­
carded 1n r..,.our-or a new seri es, and, haYU. seen these taaue.s (1919? ) recent l.1, I 
fe l t oe l anoh ol.1' oll Ol'er agatn . In spite of t he flUll'S betwe41TI, thos e e81"1.Y tq,N .sa 1ona 
l"El:ll8tn. Llke )'OU , I C8fU'lQ)' n plaln MU' 1 Uke the Pop except fer the reuona g lfl aba're. 
and I on en wonder 'l'tlat JfOUl.d ho.ppen t r an ocntbwi ea1t1on or a aooN ot tbe old stories 
were prellll:llted t.o tb e moc1ern achoolboY . r<1r that oatur , 1't\at wou.ld be Che reaction of 
th e DOdem old ba)'7 

It the Ugly l)JcJcllng ts so de.splsed• as you have aatd. , It lllt#it be lntere a tt,- t.o 
dtacover bow mmy collectors still think ot I\ as a swan. 

5~£1/~t.o~t;,!~ 1= ~."i!e 9:nCZ:~81~1~:te~9!"~ ::a~r~8:C io 
do • but this wa., chanc:Qd Mum Ute mll.kman an-!Yed to produce tor IDi No. 2 ot the Penr:11' 
Popular . 

1bts "8S l:QJ' t lrst l.ntroauct ton to me Popular , Kagnet Sld cem, but t rom that ti me 
on t read thelc week b7 week. Fer me, the Popu.lar wu certalnl7 no Ugl.y Dudtltng . 

(Hr'. Coldwell obTlouslY mean s No. 2 n41w aeri es , judgi ng by the dote . ) 

~ I, r..oo, loved tm Popular - n. "8.S a l118,fs ru r e.vour1te . 1be ahort.rw ss of 
lh e st<rl es Dade ~ Ide al bedtime Nodine, plus UH t act t ha t we had a tea.st ot t.hne 
gram .:h oot stcrl e s. 

f;\tmpo<5;~E~ :.i~: f:d r~ad o~~ ~=!:,~~: ~ C:t~~~:;..~!.": : : 
Popular were a retresblCW change trom t hose c,peartna tn the oee1 at That time,, nod tltllOh 
feattred th e 1t rl s ot Bpaldtne; Hall , ttr. Pllbe&e1 and otber wet.rd charaete r s. It was a · 
sad C1.aY tcr oe ,n en Ule PopUler tl n tabed , to be -..c ceecled by tb e Rarc;ir. lt was no eon­
so lac.t on that U,e new paper fea tured br'.!l'd new s tories b7 F'ra1* Rtcbarda . Orlml &Oe ffaa 
no subs t t tu te r er Rookwood . 

~r:i1Witie ~:~~ a1~,"!~ ~: ~ : 1
~a~ur"ft'Ci~

0
~~1rS~ e~::' ori:! 

existence. During thlS per iod tt teatlred Toa Herf7, Sexton Blak e , Md Jade. , sam and 
Pe te - s t rsi.19 ~ . t will odmtt . I eons t der the ttrat tl w years i. o be tbe Golden 
A&• or the Popular. Tbe onl.¥ faul t I ro\lld wtth this re.tber NmE&l'tt.able per1od1eal •ea 
"1en t t resorted to tiny' print. Aa I plaoed creat value on ~ eyes , l gave ~ readln& 
1t - With CIJCll N&Nt. 
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Hr. Len Pacccan has aent ws a PEIB& from the well11k.lffl weekly pape r • REYEIUL'9, 
which otr er a al art.tcle by Jobn Black meter tb e title • Fa t Boy t11d f"'ot Women made l:bem 
rt ch. • The srt1ol8 la wen tr l tten md quite enuirta t n ine. bUt It 1113kes us l:htr* 1111\at 
a f QJ.ae pi cture or oi.r Old Boys' Books l s g t ven to the )'t1Wl881' generot ton t Ol18;r bf" IIICdem 
l otrnaJ. t ata . 

flle ar ttcl e eomnencea: •TM;, men ba're kept Bri tain l&Ulhtng tor 131:r'& than halt a 
CIDturY. • 1b8 two man, conatdered In th e artlo l e , are Frtnk Richerds MCI Ditnal.d HoCilll , 
tfl& la t.ter haTln& c2nRl aiay see.sid e posteards t or llUCb. tonger t.han cioat Qt us ean NGt-­
ooiber. Yet f er Ula llfe of us we cannot see M'¥ link between the respeot.tYe wortc. of these 
DIO f SIIOWI men. 

It needa a Ver,' wide stNtch or lm&&lnat lon to suggest th u Fnrlk Rlohard a ha.a kept 
Brtt:ltn l.augti.llW tor 50 years . True, h i s T. v. P181'S end manr or hta poat,,,,war lkmter books 
haw been ln.Doroua, and a<me or hl a pr'e-"ll8r ser i es In all tile p.'lpt;rs were Nal r lb­
ttoklv.. But aurelY nobot!Y, ttio real}y' knons Frank Rtoharda• reawicabl e reoord , would 
cl&W tbat hl• ma1n wcrtc ha.a been t o mlCe Brttatn laugh. 81.K:h an a&Sml)tt on t&ncrb 
ent lrel.y me crea t aertoua series - 900l'es or them - ot Grey'tr t ara , Rookwood end si.. 
Jh:l• a. Noat; or ua WOUJ.d m t ntatn that ht.a great.es t ~ has been In tlle pa9fertul. scboo l 
drama Cllch he 1U'Ote wt th IIUCb a cert.a In touct\. 

The rt.tcle de801"1bH rt-. Rtct:ards aa once a ttn l e.sa ?ls ltor to the CllD1n& tabh • 
at Hont.e Car l o. and quot.ea blc as saYinl:: • Ptrt¥ P<Q'lda a nt&bt ws.s ar 11111'. Wben t•c1 
l os t that. I went back. t o J:O" hotel 800 wrote ano ther Bultill' s tcry i.o reco~ ZIIY l oue a .• 

We fancy tl\at g ives a gla l eodtng p lot.UN. Aa~tng f.hat tT. Rtc hard s ' Nont e Car l o 
day s were pr t or i.o til e first -,r'ld war. we tbtnlt tt rs, hln been 118't'8ral decades too 
earl.y t or him to ha't'e tbou&ht ot them M Bmter st.or t es. lt ' a all rl ~t tor a new geneJ­
etl on , ot co\S"88• ~ \ht ptcttre la not to o acctrat e . 

But tbe pl1.m1. per ts yet to ooce : •.u his pe•• be lfT'Ote one Sld a halt mill ion 
1IQ'ds enry year. end kep t IIJtO weg 99ci1ca, U'l8 Gem Slid ihe Hatnet. elslost till ed b:J 
his 01W1 errori.s .• 

'lh e l.ft!er lln ~ U: aura. 

cm; (!' RAHILTQ!IJANA 

•rt would b e false I:1Clc1esty on r::, pe.rt , sir • to oo bltn::I to tti.e tact that .,. brat n,­
PQMtr ta or e som&What tnlllU8l an1er.• ezi,lP. l ned SklZll)Ol e, bllnktng &£ his f Ol"'ID"'Cla8ter. 
•11Y Idea. t here fore. ts t.o obta in o Pos t 1n the War Offi ce . B7 do ing so , I .tllould be 
able to releas e sone orrtclol 'lltlo t s doubtless ee,er to p t to th e Front. The hl&her the 
post, tbe aore 111.1ttable 1, wCl.llc1 be t or 1:18. Hoy I request :,ou to place r:, case before 
Chi auth<rttt es , slt'?9 

f'l'Oal •1'be St. Jtm t a Wat"-Workerst' 1916. 
Sent ln ... Jehl Farrell, Wtaan. 

( Book 8'fal"ds are made tor enry Item fomd -.ittllb l e tor lnclu,ton ln dlt a colum.) 

WAHTt:D 1.RiDffl.T f"OR BllC>DIC: PCP\LARS Hoa. 183 ani:1 190. 
DUC F'Anl: , D:al.SIOR HOWE, CiROVE ROlO, SllUUTOH, SURREY• 

WAHTtD: •N, a.ry or Cl~ •Retue ee.. •rlnD ot Glrdleatone • •R1s La.A BoW' (All 
Conan Don•>. •81)'1; •!bl HoUOllf Needl .. •1.raene Luptn- (Lebl..anc) 
atAPNA.N, ,S IAMCW MAD, MR~ R. 

------- ··----
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( Cover re-drawn by Keit h Godsav e) 

NELSON LEE 
COLUMN 

Condu,tecl by JACK WOOD 

Herbert Chap:ian weighs in with 
another interes ting arti cle this 
mont h , and there are many good 
thing:, a.head aa Spring gives way 
to SUlllOOr and t he Test Matches . 
Hope to see some of you at Leeds 
on Jul y 8t hl 

• * • 
IIDi ILTOOIANA 
~ 

ST. FRANK'S 

By Herbert Che.pmm 

On r eading the C . D., one 
IiIUSt come t o th e concl usion tl::et 
the Hamil to n School sto ri es were 
and ere, more popular t han th ose 
of St . Frank' s , alth ough I n.Yse lf 
elvays pr,,fanm t he letter. 

In 'll1lf opinion it is not 
possi bl e t o c anpere t hem as they 
were so diff erent. 

Certainly they re smnblsd each 
otOOr in so110 respects . All were 
situa ted in th e country near to a 
river wit h the sea not far away; 

all had ruined abbeys or monast eri es cl ose by; secre t doors and 
paSBBgee were ell over th e place. 

Som of the chs.racters were si.m1.l.ar . All were rul ed over by a 
venerab l e Head; ell bad popular and unpopular masters; pleasant and 
unpleasant fa t boys; aristocrat i c dandies ; good- hearted chumps (Bandy , 
Col<er and Lovell ) . 

The st or i es general ly were differ ent . The Hamilton s t ori es mde 
good light reading. Usually intere s ting, otten 81llUBing, a little 
mildly exciting, t hey , seemed t o be aimed at younaer r eaders. ······ · ····--



Thero was nothing blood and thund er about th ee, and they always 

had a hi8h],y moral t one. Per hape owing t o th ei r long run the pl ote 

suffered !ra:i a saoeness and seeced to NCUr with sa ch nev generati on 

of rooders (n o reason why the y s hould not.) 
Btm.ter1s postal order, Bunter Co\.tt"t, Lowth e r 's l imer icks , Manners' 

cm:iera , Gussy 's topper , Loder 'o trip to the Cross Keys , were rather 

overwOli<ed. Talbot •s shady pes t cro pped up rather t oo fr equen tly . 

In sp!. te of the se s:>&11 drawbecka however , they ware good solid , 

heo.l.tlzy reading , much au;,eri or to the codern stuff publi shed far boys 

t oday. ( Comic stripe seSD t o have taken the place of reeding these 

days . ) 
The St. Frank ' s stories vere from a different could al t ogether 

and v ere cy cho ice every tice. The Old Series suffered however, from 

being published in se rial f om , as sach week one had t o rsad (or ski p) 

two or three pages of recapitulati on bef or e gett ing on with the s t ory. 

This was liable to put new resders off , as it did ce at first . They 

msde much better , m ooth e r r eading vhan published in book f orm (The 

"Monster") seve rsl years later . llhat a great 1/- worth the "Monster• 

was ! 
E.specially I liked the "narratiw releted thro\l8h cut by Nipper" 

sty l e , ard the storie s l ost a l ot when this was dro pped . 
Thero wer e sam well drown charscters apart fro r, Nelsal Lee ard 

Nipper, Bandy , Archi e , William 11apoleon Browne, Phipps , Pitt "the 

Ssr pent", Col onsl Clint on, Dorrie, Umlos i , t o lll9nti on j uit a few . 

The st ories were se t on a very lar ge stage . School , sport , 
detection , even a little romance, all interwoven and seasoned with 

good tun, usually supplied by Handy, t hat Prince of Comedians . 

New boys arrived re8Ularly, eech one possessing some unique 

abili ty as o boxer , f ootballer, cricket er , ventril oqui st , etc . New 

maste rs appear ed fro m time to time, each one surrounded by some 

mystery or ot her. Barring outs occurred more or less re gularly , led 

by that great general Nipper who would rove been s mstch for all t he 

dictator s put together. 
ThEn th ere wers the greet holiday s eries, feat uri ng Dorrie arn 

Umlosi . Tvo great favourites . Tripe so.roe s th e desert; clashes 

with bushran @IBrs, pirates, cannibals ; tripe in seerch of l ost cities; 

shi p,recks on volcanic islards; dange r when tra pped in the Sar goss o 

Seas . 
In fact, one mi8ht be allowed t o ooin an old phrase and say that 

E. S. Brooks threw in everything except the kitchen sink . 

Very sensatia>al , blood am thunder at t imes of course, but I 

am .sure. _they ,never did a ~by-minded, bo.~"o/ .harm• _Toan adult of 



Page 21 

those days they =t have seemed fantastic, but one can read in the 
nevsp,. pers today of even more incredible happenings . 

A.fter all , boys do not want to read about everyday happenin88; 
they want adventure , mystery , sensatiDn , excitement and they certainly 
got it from Mr. Brook.a . 

Yes , St . Frank's fJ'lery tins f or ce . 

On a somewhat similarly reminiscwt thane, we add the fo llow ing : 

RANDOM THOUG!l'lS 
By R. GOL'6AVE 

To some readers of the llel s on Lee Library, beth regular en d 
casual , Nipper is a 'know all' and is t o them faintl.y objectionable . 

It has occurred to me tmt the characterisa ti on of !lipper is 
based on self - reliance. From my own observati ons through life, 1 mve 
found that self - reliance is given to few of us a t an early age. It is 
of course , gained as one get s older, sometimes through necessity . 

When one possesses i t at an early age it must have the effect of 
being wch as Nipper is th ought to be by some of t he readers . 

At the age of fifteen or so , the i:,ajority of boys are not seli' ­
reliant, and t hey l ook to a boy who is. Thus , the boy who possesses 
this g:l£t automatically becomes their l eade r and acc epts the responsi ­
blli ty of guidiJ18 their thoughts and actions . 

I know of a case of a bey who ms been sel f - reliant from an 
early age and now at the age of sixteen am a half years is a sergean t 
in the school Cadet Corpe . This perhaps shows that a boy or girl who 
possesses thi s quality stands out from the r est of their fellow sch olars 
and attl'acts the attwtion of those in authority . !lad Ni pper not 
possessed this gift , I am sur e that llel oon Lee would not hsve md him 
f or hi s assistant. 

There are ot hers at St. Frank ' s I would place in the same oat&­
l§>ry as Nipper , namely William Napoleon Browne and Willy Handforth. 
These boys would act without consulting their friands, es t o a certain 
ertent they ere a l cns , also it would be unlikely that any brillian t or 
concret e suggestion would be f orth coming. 

Others , such as Reggie Pitt and Sir Mont ie Tregellis-West are 
sel f - reliant t o a lesser degree. So it seems t o me that this quality 
is given to us in a greater or l esse r degree, and in my ovn case , at the 
age of fifteen , t o a vecy le sse r degree . 

Having served on vari ous ColllDittees, poli tical and oth erwise, I 
have sean a com:ii ttee acting expediti ously under its chairman. Al so I 
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have seen the reverse, with the Cl:aizman giving little guidance, and 
vacil l a ti ng with the result that items f or considerati on are constantly 
be ing postpon ed. 

So , in sunr.dng up, I would sey that if Nipper d oes ap pear to 
have a ' lalow all ' a ttitud e, it is beca use it i s inevitable in one a t th e 
age cf fift een or so , who is sa lf-raliant .. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

SEXTON BLAKE TODAY 
WAJ..TE1l WEE.B r ev1ens rec entlY publish ed Sext on Blake Hove ls 

§HQT fROt1 T i£ DAIUC ( No1 @ l... . .... .. . __ ............ _ - -·-.. ·-··--- -·--- · fHILJ ? CHAt8ERS 

As a rul e tt ls Blake ftto t.akes the otrenslve and l ore.es ht s opponent to take evas ive 
ac ti on. When Radle Roeotr, an Amerlcsi war tralt cr, with the dlmenstona or a fl,ylr,elaht, 
but wU h mdJltt ons by no ::.e.ri s a.s dlanlnu ttv e , abduct ed Harton Lang, It was bOth a challena e 
to and a oont.eopt ot Slate' s pl'OINess aa: a c:rlme f lsJ'l.ter. Cert a tnl.Y, Roemer had he lln d 
l ong enough , wOUld soon have teamed that a good bi g tun t s alwaYB cc:re th an a match fer 
a ltttle •un, honev er goat . 

A T. 'I. game, t o te s t th e sJclll ot a pane l or experts . t s Ule start of a ll the 
trouble, wt tb an obJeot ... a ROCllrl helmet of ear ].y rttteeth century cr lgtn, contai ning on 
Its r lm a I.attn cypher - betn& the e :i:h.lbtt or partJoular Intere s t to Roemer a\d hi s gang 
or ttlJ&S. Har-Ion, taktng over the t et:tlnlne l ead trom PaUla , has a part lClllarlY Wlhappy 
ttoe or It wttb a ra2.or-bapp7 teda)' boY, but ec:ierges f l"QCl her «'deal with credit . Cred it 
too , to autl\<r Phtltp Chac'ber s tor a highly aat Js t o.ctory .eoond Blak e NOYel. 

Rating . . .. .... .. ........ __ Very Good. 

Puy;jUIT TO AL(jERtA {No, 470} . ·····- .AR'illtJt HA.ctp.N 

A tough Md su.spens e tuJ. novel ciescrJbtn& the tncredlbl e br sn 17 onC1 endtrene e or 
a patro l or }eg tonatrTe a opposed t o F.L.N. ten-orts ts In ih e AI&ertan deee rt . Blak e •s 
presenoe tn tlle ()Olum ts due to an assignment bf Ct'allle Whlcb Qak.ea It tni>erntlve f er 
h lo t o ge t to gri ps wttb a F'rmeh Renegade, tflo t s ruMina enn., t o tbe t eITOrtst s , a nd 
so ave~e a parti al tatlure or his during the war, l'fllen he tallee1 to reeatn a lara e , m­
t1Que jeNllecl r tna: con tat ntns a spoo l or mle:rottl. CJ contal ntng evtoence or th e trait orous 
des ign s ot a cer-tatn indivi dual now about to take up m llllx>rtant posi ti on with the l'Unl­
stry ot Defence. 

One cllaracter ln this book overahadons nery otber - even Bldt e. It- ls that or th e 
cermon 1ee.tona1ITe, Ztmr.umann, ft!ose courage Md devo ti on t o d~ Jn the race ot terrorist 
tor'ture JDBd6 Bl.eke•s quest the soocea s It eventual)¥ becami . From th e spl end id cover 
des ign tiy caroae lll to the l a st pag e thla t a ente rtainment plus. In th e •Berlin• and 
•se a Tta:ers• cl as s, 1n t act . 

Ratlqi: ·- -···-·- - ·--·· ·······i:xcen eni.. 

SOHE'rffIJ«; 1'0 KIU, 00Jr {No, 47] ) ·- pgppID RftJD 
An attraot1Ye cover t,y cui,s, wttt& PaUla lootl,w qu ite breatb-taktn,a: In a l~t 

yellow dNss or sxiern bre"Tlt:Y, hard].y COl:l)ensa'"H t or the short-oomlngs or Ulla story, 
.,t,tcb, .. tn qualft.Y, , takes quite a nose-dtve "lllhen coai,iu·-ec1 with oUler .~t-crlu .. publlabed ....... 
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Mben he had a ,ourc Frenchoen , Raoul Pichard depo r ted t o a Hal ~ Camp f ollowing 
tortures tlhlo b robbed h lo ot bot.I\ t:ea:or)' and .salty, He lnr lcb Vogel, be.Sor t he Ceatapc, 
1n l'fflr't.1• Nolrt.tlle-sur-Selne , qa no, i.o IUloW that n•tora t lon or t.hl atcreaen tl oned pl us 
U:ie ar 1C8-tlgh.tl~ abi liti es o r a caria1n Brtilllh crti:.tnoloctat , wen to tnXlft r bl s neat 
ot art treUUN s l oot.ed f r(l';l occ~led f'rence CIUr't .ng tbe •ar . Wltb CYE!l" te n mllllon a t 
stake Vogel went ed Pichard , who tnew or th e h ldtn& plec • or the l oot, aead , and woUl.d 
cert.a lnl)' have &Mt eved hi s obj~ , but t or Blake . 

Rattna ·····-· _ .................. - ... , ... l'loderat.e 

AS§AU.T ill) PEPPDl ( No, 472) , ....... _. ~-......... -- .. -·-- ···· JJ.(JC TREV(R 8TCllJ 

Easter • • •• th e sea front at Bl"l dlton ••• • Ba11trc Isl.-.! •• •• a hcclll cl dal 
maniac •••• al:1 cU smecbered bod ie s • •• • an abscond ln& bl onde • ••• tinke r In love 79 t 
ecatn - and a a.rder s ubJ ec tl An appettatrc tr !Oliletf\at grue sa:a 11terar7 di sh , l'fll cll. 
does not qui te edd up t o tbe 81..lt hcr •s beat work. In bo th senses , r.bls 11 a story al.moat 
dnold or rnEIOur apart r n:;o a p05sage here and tl'ler e ( see page 60) ard a e,rt m St.or')" l a 
not oear]¥ s:, entert atnlr1t as an tn-el nan t one. 

Bui. I l lked th e end IJW he dn lsed r rr bi s nrderer - the ae•raae was Indeed the 
appropriate. place tor Hr. Pewer. Tlnker? An entgca tr ner there was onei Here , 
aeatn , hi s prlmcy " eeknes s - U'le reo--heact • reaaser t s t ue H . In a prot ess ton lllben 
stab t ltt;y ot the hear t Is as esaent t al as st.ab ll lty of tb e mi nd, It ts Sl!Bll wcoder \hat 
be earns the cold condellnGt lon or his chief . 

Rat1rc ..... ....... Oood 

9EM:RAL CCHfltTARY 

cam«; ATTRACTl (HJ: PE1'EEI. SAICll, ,...on Ml3il waJ1 la s t seen on an S.B.L.. conr 1n Apr tl, 
1959 , i s ctue to return 1n HAT. Ria s t.orY will be t ollond by one se t In INland In "'"' 
lllp(l'lae to reques t s by re eders, IOCJ8 ot 1llho..se letters were reprodUeed t n Hall ba& IIOClt 
months aao . 1bere are in:Hcattona tn &t th e popUlarU;y or tbe Organ l sat ton •s pre tty ana 
masSUl?lln& :young rec ept i onist la on the tnor ease , so I t Oa'I be eoort dent )Jr assumed t hat 
Hert oo Lant: 'ft'tll be reaWl'ed mere eonala tent)Jr In tuture sto r i es . 

5~~ b: · ~ ~ng~hem~~~
1~x~~mef!it:'~ ~ ~em~ 1:'!: , ;!;'! or 

shoul d Jt be wrtt er s7 - tws s large ronowtnc . Rumour bas It that een ral auth or a u.ae<t 
t his nom-de-p ll.Ee , but tt tht s part icUlar Hank Janeon 1s t.be or i ginal - s . o . Frances -
then be ta cer t al nl.Y eapabl t ot put ting on r a &ood Blet.e . 

r , Dll!REZ FAW'CE'I"T: Whens nonl pJbl Ulhed under thi s name eope ared In a reeen t s . B.1 •• , 
it " as htnted In t he Rev iews that tt ml&bt be.ve been a pen.-nsae or w. Howard Bake r '•• 
Thia Is no t ~ . h(:trl'eorer , M d F. Dubrez Fawcett t.s t he name ot II new r twr t o the s.B. L. 
Looting UroU&h 01d 1 ..... or lt!.e • Blnnln&ham 11a11• recenuy, I came aeroe a h is name aa 
autbcr or a t.rue short 8t«"1 ot the North Pole boas. or 1909. tt:u1n tbe up l orer ,. or . , 
FNiaertck Albert Cook or Hew York, t raoou.J.ent,y ol a lmed to have dlso on recl the Pole a t n,e­
bancleO. 

Wtth reeard to Walter Wet>b' s re rere ncea to AnthonY Stene and the B.B.c. radio P1878, 
I fe el tt will be ln the best- Intere s ts or acetrac;)' to c l ear t.bta matt.er up once ald ror 
all , and at.ate t.be r o11ow1na:. 
_ _ ,._ OW-JD§ Cb8: ,pa.at row-,.or ~!Jn ~re.n oceulona1 J,19 J .- •AnJLo t tbl N.,-.i.e17.,tn9 -
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haVe been perromed on the ,oun::I rooto wtQl. th e authors nar:ie g lven as a l t.her Antl\onf Skene 
or Anthon)' Juan Skene. 

Aa long ago as 1957, ttr . H. w. ~ made a reterenee t.o the smjec t ln a let ter 
to 8111 Lotts ai.ggas tlng that bere "8S gooel mt.ertal tor a spot ot detectlve wortt. 811 1 
cud not pursue tbe mtt.er however, as he f elt that th.l s wa.s not the same autho r. 

1 have recentl.7 been fortunate enough to trace this old Blake outhor Md asked 
hlt!I lf he coUld tJ1roW sooe Ught on th e mtter and by ret urn or poa t ca:w G e answer 8r'l'.1 
hU"'EI l s ES\ u.ect extra.ct h'oc h l a letter: 

1 Sot!l9ClaY Anthony Jum 61:ene and I will hs't'e t o cc:ce to ill understand i ng . 
1 doo 't know htCJ , or anythin g of hl .c , but I f eel &UNI th at he was not 
born or rather r egtstered Anthon)' Skene , an1 ma t he inserted the Juan 
to dttrerentt a te whtn he t o\01 1 mus allTe and kick i ng froo one of Ill)' 

old tr1e.nos of ttie roorlng thirti es .• 

So Ulere you an. Thi s ts not our Mthony Skene art.er nll and 1 th ink this U a 
class i cal exai:ple ol how en! can assuoe t.oo Old\ by t akln& on tdcn tt cal nru:ie as pro of. 

OLD BOYI/j BOOJ< C~UB 
~ 

On f'l"l dey, F'ebl'Wll")' 24th, club a ulbers accep ted an lnvl ta tt on trol!I the Book 
Couecr.ors • Soo l ecy or Austral.t a t.o be guest :speakers tor t.he evening. T?u1 meeti ng 
opened M 8 p.m.. 1n t2IG lAco.re Roa:i ot th e PUbllc Llbr"DI'Y ..,_en mecbers were welcoced by 
the Club Sec.re tary . 

Chafn:e, ot t.he 81dn,q Club , 11r. 8Yd 61:1:Ytb, opened wltb an expression. ot t.l\anka 
tor the tmt ta.t l on end a brie f explana ti on or the field covered by collec t ors here and 
overs eas . Open i ng spemter Mr. Stan tllcholls, "Ith prectt:,ect ease pve a professional 
poll~ to bls tntoroa t tve speech cover ln« Old Bays t BookS rrom the ml<Mltne t een th century 
to the ri s e or Assoc i ated Press publicati ons . HJs tnEoroUI eXU"e.cts trom the F.dltortol 
aav lee i\81:ea ot aeveral ot thes e books met wit h a r eodY laush trcm a mon recep ti ve 
aud ience. Ari.er lntroctuctng the various fi elds ln lfltch the om.or speakers would spe­
ctBltse ttr. Nicholl.a t'ed e "81 tor Viet.or ColbY, elUb expert on the 8\bject ot Blaklena. 

I t was quite obvious tha t here , onc e oga t n , Victor had spent. a crea t deal or 
time and thOU,iht In prepar ing bis tl &ld and thit st.t>ject rece ived nn excellent oovenw.e , 
sutttc tentlY detailed so cs at arouse the llstene.NI lnt.erest with out boring them. 
Char l es Hamta on 's arden t chac:l>lon, Syd 8=)rth took oTer the tale then with a nruTOt tve 
en th e ramowi auUior•s ltt e and characters, lllUs:trotlng h ts C.111.k wttb copies or the 
rtacnec. md Oem tn tlle same "111 es the prev i ous speak.era with tbl booka fea ttr ed In U\e lr 
st)lieches. And. l as t , but by no ireans leas t In the tt eld, lbTit e Carter, a re.bid Lee-l te 
.owred th ai. part or tlle bobby with a eolo urru1 wore picture ot Ne l son Lee and the boYs 
ot sc. . Fnt.nk•s . An Interesting fe ature or th e evening was the half-hour dlaeusal on per iod 
ftllch tollOll'led the wen-received fc ur ~ lecture. C'ne Book Soelet,y metrber - a well 
knOM'I Sydney doctor - posed Che lnU'lgutn.g ques ti on of ~ mxi s:n:e lntere s tt ng reoarlc s 
we.re mde tn nn endeavotr to d i scov er M\at made collect.era •t lclc. • We st ill don ' t knOW 
t.he antners, bUt most defl nltel.7 are &led "° do •t. tole9 t n t.hl s ex>st Interesting hobby . 
Altogether on enJoYable even ing wh.lch broU&bt wel ca::ie publlclt7 i.o tba ollm and bobby. 

BtTTE PATE - Seereter7 . 

Heettng he}d February 2Btb 1 196) 
.......... . - ... w.!..&\1.l!l,~ • .ll!i!l!,IL!JW ... ~~.!!!':\l!! .. B. •. f.l!!? ... ?.!t.~l!l« .. !:!!l'!ll .. ~~ ... !!!~ ... "1:!l~ ... ~9H!.. ... _!I ... ! ~! .. 
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SNJler but ~ re eoc.tortable tban Cle one we had ln J;;~ ~ -ti;"'~~"'_,';~ "* '""'"''· 
turned up secme<1 t.o ?e f7 ~ h appr£c t a te th l a. In fact 1:hls wa.s one of tba bes t •et11111a 
we have had tor soc,e 1:IOl'lth s . And as Bill)' &slier would agree , th e retrutanta aenEN!I 
bY the bot.el atatt all helped. .Apologi es were sen t 1n by Too Md &eryl Porter 11 Jot 
ttaraton, J~ Tooltn,o n ma RQ Benneu. W. MN all d• lllbted to hear Che better news 
ot Beryl and hope to aee her tn Harcb. 

1be news tnat th e CreytrJars CUp had •c.CCl8 hcce rcr eooc1• was reeelnd wlC,b areat 
pl ea.sure and to cel ebrate the oceuton Jt wu decided to have as l u t It.EC ot tbe 8T6nln&, 
Ule a ,. F'l'arJt' s holt daY ram •Henc:tfortb J\.lltor puts tlltn&S rl gt,,t• b7 t. s.(Brooka ) Brosterl 
1bta was read bY Oeorge Chatbam. Q'I behal f or thB club . the Cb!ll rm!ll orterect ooodOlene ea 
to Jeck Corbett m tbe death or bts fath er. Also oonpa tulatt one to Tea Ptrter on hl a 
appointment to the Headetp ot Once Hazy School , Dlxlley. 

Fer t he qulz, tbe oerrbers were asked to na,e a.a many ot the 39 •ncrms1 ns ldenU" 
ot t.be Grey frtara ReCIO'fll passaa e as the)' CCUld.. Jack Corbett. and Jaek Bell tl eld tled 
wtth 30 eacb. 1bere wn.s a w17 81:1Uatng re adtrw bY Jack &elltl eld !N:D 19bu Holl da1 
Anwal ,c,en BlllY Btmter wins a • bUte' or dld he? He did - a • pem., rar1titnc• a.tta tr 
at tlrst - tbla a Joke by bis achooltellOIJS - flnall)' p~ or tb8 tlrfl p-1ze llttleh 
a.vitea t o a st:r:pennJ postal order , fltllch be bad to journey t o Courtrt eld t o cub - bu\ 
not on tbs •penny tartt,tna.• 

'!be Desert lsland Revisited It em ,as 1n tba c.e,peble !\ands or Geors,e awttbam. 
1. Holld8¥ Annual (1939) l'tl l ch Included a &ood 11.oolatiood Jarn (•'The Cheat•) ana • fbe 
t1,'ater7 or tbe Olr lsb:lU Cllndles.•) No. 2 .A. Hauinere r Tc,rers Yam. s .o.L . No. 319. 
}. Two It esna: here . A Chrt stras Gem No. 1139 aid a Oirtstm. a Hagrwt No. 1661 . 4. two 
old Magnets Noa. lJ.J3 and 581. 5. 'The 081' at the For" by Nonaon Lewis. 6. • 11erl"7 Ral.111 

b)' Beverlq Nleholls. 7 . "l1'le Handarlf11 bJ S1cDoD De Bewo lr. Ceof'le ooci,leted hla 8 
SIO.ectlone wtth •Narrow Cauge flatlJf8Y'8 In Nld Wales• bf J. & c. Boyd. 

A quiz :,et b)' ?1adge Corbe t t was a st ltt b.Jrdl e rcr mec:be.ra - the Ctr tattan nmH 
or tlibl-een (not so Mll k.noflfn} H&I:'lllton characters. ffM! Secret.ar'J' 101. e t&ht right and 
luck:7 ac. tha t . In all, a Wl'J' enlOJ'abl e n l&bt,1a program:,e. We hope the one t or 1'ues:la1', 
t1m'ch 28th wi ll be better s till , as Er le Fayne has proo laed t o ?hit us that nentn&. 

HARRY lR)SffR - secretary. 

HeetfNJi hald Harch J2th 1 1961 
Yet another well - a ttended .meettn g coa:ienced with the chairman ' s remrka aid tbe 

reading or oorreaponclenc e , and this was rollowed by the Secretar)' 1a repor t. The 
ttnaictal a l tutatl on be ing WI7 sa t l stectorT . It "as reaol?ed to take steps t.o replen l afl: 
tbe ltbrttrY stock , and to di spose or Uloee books tcr ,,tud'l t.be deoaro ls e xhausc.ed . A 
qulz by Non:111'.1 Prganell kept us fullY occupied t or t he next 15 .mi nute s ; th18 was ot tbe 
juat>led rwne ~ on characte r s tr ~ Greyt r lars . Rook-,od , et.c. , It pr"OTed to be qulte a 
s tlt t task ror the majortey , cal ll rli tor grea t concentratlCfl, ~ was ablY •m b7 F'rank 
"-I n. 

Arter Nrrtshl:lents and llbra.r:Y bus tnesa cam another read In&, a IIO$t enjoyable and 
taming exU'aOt t rca a Bulter book.. wtdc:b Jack. Nor&an did full Ju,ttce to. We Uwn t.ook 
part. In a de-bat& on M I t em subml tt.ed by F'renk U'lwln , a most controTers lal Issue ttlldl 
rtSUlt«I tn animated discus s i on. end on17 that arch-enemJ , tt me, put an end to ttw UTelY 
buC. tr letdlY, dlrt ereneea or opin ion 'fo lced by tbe members. 

Tbe nentng was rOW'lde<i orr In a parttoularl.7 amatne ,raJ': cur pat. , Frank Bba•• 
eaw ua a reading or a ator7 on Orqtrlara , '8'ttten by bblseU; thls was couched tn 
tb at slen& pecuJ.tar to Ll?eJl)Ool, Nl tdl all:los t certo tnl7 woUld be lneoqirehens tb le to t!IIY 
U sc.ener not a natln o r t h is ta lr c i ty . BOIN!ffr• It was crr.,tal clear to tba cOll)&DY, 
lllOst or M)()GI are Seouaers, sM:I th e loud. and au.stained laughter, Which a t tloe a COlll)l:lled 
tbe reader t o pause , was tuJ.lJ mer ited b7 the hilarious natur e or the a:Jbject mal.tc'. 
We han never h3' S'J1'tbln.g qui te li k e thl a befon. and the time ror dtpart.m-e t otrld ua ·-- ....... _ ... _., ____ ....... -.. ................. , ................. ~ ... -........... -.-.............................. --...... ,..,., ....... _ ...... .. 
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s till c.nuckl1 na:, md l oud In pra i se or F'Nnk r or a real lY entert.a l n lng hal f- hour . 

Next ae tl ng - 9tb .lpr U - 5.}0 P.O. PRJJnC CASE 

!!!!!I!!!Z!!! 

HeetJOfle §at\!'9911 Jl th Hlq'c h 1 1961 
Tb&re ,es ano th er &ood att endnnc.e or 16 c,:11::t,era present ftn ow- Chat n:ien , Geoffl'Q' 

WU.de , opened lb • cmetl nc at. 7 p. c.. Gto f l"rey rem tm ecl u s that our Annuo.l Oenerel tteetln,: 

t alr:H pl ooe nan aontb. 
Af te r business had btm disp osed o r , Cier-ry Alll ton paid a trlbut.e io G\e J..ar:ie F"Nd 

Ruth er ron:1, 'fltloH recen t deaQ) wu such o loss to Chi bobbY tn 1enera1 . 
The t alk t.hl s eTCnl,-. W3s g tTen by Cerey, U. aubJ ee t being Artb ur Cour tney , mo t 

Cireytr l on Btxt&-t orce r 1llllO wos ' k lll ed-Qf f' by a SUbst tt uU 'flff'lt 9r , I t t a ,ai d beeauae 

hll name "3.1 ll• ll ar to thti of Fr:WC Courte na, or Htgbclt f t e . Ge:rTY Ill us trated. his 

t.alk by ucefllts r roo: •Mn&net' atcr lH fee t ur tna Courtney and 'fU'J' tn t.ertst.1 ,- ..:! drs:la • 

u o 0>e1 IIIQ'e .. It 1er t us wtndcrtna ~ ( a) none or 12lese t int su:r tu "8N: enr re­
pr lnt.Q(j s, d (b) llf\J" th e 8 1.xth. ron: had 111:h II poor lb ow lna In 111, lat.e r •Na&neu., 

A.rt.er an ln te rr al f er re tN~ t a wt bad a word gece , di e Greytr t ara Acroa t to , 

l'tl lch was aNn tlY enj oyed and prodooecl scce very ll'IIU'IIOUS Md m:n1atna e.nawera. '!hi 

f i nal pt actna, were (1 ) F'rank Hancoe.k , (2) Geott r91 Wt lde , (}l J aeJc Wood. 

t.notber mo,i. eDJO)'abU met.Inc t.en:ilnat.ed at 9.l6 a.a. Hen Heet t n, - A.G.H. -

Ba t urd a, , 8tll Ai:rl 1. 

our fi rs t Tlst t to Cle~ wa, a IJ'Ht. success , Br ian md ~ . Doyle be t u1 perfect 

ho1t.1 . T'hrtlush Br tm •s endtnoi.rs , ff)rlton Cl e sYer , tbe d t st tnrut&bld author ot 1t.ar t H 

:!~1:~::.0!::~~~~ ~~1:: ;t'::/='";/~~;1 a~ ~~!!';'~ P::nn-; 
Md Bill Hubbard , t.be la t.U r just hOCl8 t roc. !ten;ya . 

Oem wi Un.111as t s were p~teularl.1 pleased wtth Win i fred Mons • • Des er t Is land Books• 

au copies or Ute paper . Don Web.st.er saw us a &ood Auth or and fr.rt.lat. Q.u~, RaY Hopk lN' 

qul:J NnS W1t.ef1..al ntne , ard Toa tlrl&ht ' • St . s..:a• r utl trc i:rovoked IIIIICh lqh&.u- . 

Next DN tl nc - Sc~ . J.prll tS tll a , Goocll"lch Road School , &as, Dul " lch . Roat -

Honct: Rot>eri.a. I t tn tendtnc t.o be pNMn t pl eue ,rt t.e boa t at 12 Clo t"t ' " Road, 

London, s .w. 16 or phone SIN aUUw ae9 . 
tH: U: BENJJJ11N 

~ e. O.L' a r.z, 2.58. Nt laon Lee No. 130 (old 1ertea ). Tour Price Pald plus poet.q e . 

'ffii""lcivertl nr hM a<::e» s. o. L•,, Hel lOfl IAea, Gem am MaKnet. tor exchM&t onl.Y. 

BRIAN Jl)Lf, llRITlSR DiBASST, R.ETICJ.kVIK, ICEUM>. 

w:?1~1.~i.:n 1
~hl(~S{ib!!ie~~f~~· ~~;~691,212~•421_97, ~ 1~!~2~:r: ~~~t/,rlor 

21 - Z'l, 29 - }2 , 34 - 64. Fa lr cond iti on ; pl ease s tate pr i ce . 
S. G. SWAN, SI B&A1TY iVDn.E . VICTCIUA PARK WT , ~ AlSTRJ,.LIA. 
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Soa 110t1Utl aco an Au.stroltm 
reader aen'1 oned bOfl' dter l.7 
he • 1thed tba t hi ooul d "' ' 
tht conr ot •BU C1' ot Hol lJ­
hoct Bouat. • We INN unab l e 
c.o &H, bold or a cop:r bui. , 
U U lbt •ltpb.sl t , Coll ec tcra • 
0 1, .. , oner rcraec.a. ttr . 
Bil l Lo tc 1 pe.td a speotal 
'Tl&lt io th e Br ttlltl taJ.sem 
Md &kec.ched t he coTer ot tba t 
loac- Nl::Mllllbtred co.:,~. Here 
I t la l We bope our i.ultro­
llan Nader and oth en ,r ill 
N &ord U. u Pedd)r , Ult Mn t 
Bu t !b ing.. It• • lua t t he 
aen l ce or \be Diges t. 

t11 mi n tnureat a In tb8 
boOCQ' _... Mal&.eoa.Wd P'N H 
papers , Slld QJ u pec l al 1rr 
t.fn at In t ht A. P. l a a.non 
Bl ake . I ba'Ye qun. e a aub­
at lll tl al ooll to U on or }rd 
•rl H Sext.cn Blak e Llbrvt e, 
1nc1uuna qut te o. t e• •aru 
ones; al so , I 1's'n a few 
ltll on Jae.ts P'CJ"lng. 

I enJQ1 Nt11on Lee , 
~ I • I th be bad tle'fll" 
t OIDS St . f'rar* 1a, t SUppoM 

!u':8;::'S:. %~~ ~ . 
tiu c. lllf' ba it c,ptnlon ta tbal 

Hlla cm Le:e ,e, a t 1:he peak or h ta cart er "Ith Nanitll Scou , and t bat l'4IO' Sear l es 8rootj 

OOUld 1rl h bti t er de tect ive a tar l H (Woldo, Hermon ConQUltt, Ircnat du, etc ,·) than 

IChool ttcr tu . 
Still , m, m.tn obJec i ln 1G"lt1rc lllt a lit t l e art.tel • l a t o turn U. c,oUl&bt on 

UM 1'bollpaon papera 8nd Db .on a.-,. 
To l'!f mind tbe Thol:c>aon papers IN aerl oU..17 unc!er-ra t.ed. nwtr t11thm"a OCilld ~ 

dUce .,. tl iw Weaie rn a, e.xcttt 111 Det.tcu w ator lea . and Wcr ld-Wtoe f'reasuN Jhani.• (or 

of cours e , mix Chem up to&t the r l ) Md the on1¥ Ullrw; I d l m'l' t. U kf: llll8S th tl r t\a\7- ecboo l­

•t<r t ea ard t hei r be 11YJ""'apoMi-atar l t a. 
J.nd men .. CMN waa ot2on e ... . 
Jf~ btN la a ~t.ecUn CIO ceu l ua 111,wniton Ulen hi d .. t l"ffl. WbiloeTer I l&lk 

abou t. 8811ikt to o the r peopl e U. lr replJ" JI t.t. t. Bl ake la much. a,ch btn t r . I oouJ.dn l t. 



Page ... 28 ·--·-· - --· .... ·-- -- --·---- .................... _ ................................................................................... _, __ ........ .. 
agree core, bUt sure].y aoce respec t, at leas t. 1a ~ to Ha•e, who has been goi ng re­
guler].y 1n ttie Advent ure fer rorcy yem-s now. 

Also , the C8.scb0ok.s. · 1bese st ories nre llt.tl e germ tn .tlt ch Ha• e has to use hi s 
tralD'-po~r and the.re Is VCT')" 1 ttt le bl ood em tbtn.Jcr. But non there are no ciore case­
books , and the seoorat.e Aaven~ hil3 vanished - and Dixon Halli<.e cay vanlah into the 
lt d>o at last. . Bo ,11,y doesn ' t sa:2one with knOWledge write a f ew ~t lcles on HaNC:e, so 
that hi s trips rotn:1 tt'le oc:rld and Ms ::any Gases Yftll not have been In va in. 

As 1. s . 'l\a'ner sa id: •'n'lose "10 foll ow Blak.e s eld om toll G· H3.IIKe' ,o a new door 
Is wa ltln& to be opened tor aoc:2 peopl e . 1 w:>uld deor)y l ike to see , 1n con ect.ors 1 

Di gest , s<E!41 a.rt tGles on RaNte end the Thoi:;>son papers . Ir all)'bod)" h.as sooe out-o t•the­
wr,y tnf orm tlon on Hat*e (I dentity or h is crcat.ar , first story ti t.l e , and the nru:ie or the 
man Who write s ct him toda;y ) here ls one Dtges t N oder "'1o would eageriy l CQ lt up. 

CONC.i:R!IING ARTISTS 

By Ray Hoj><ins 

The "School Friend " cove r of t he February Diges t was an unexpe c ted 
tr eat. I always think that Dodshon 's work tends t o gi ve a ccmic i.IIr­
pressi on even th ough the characters are dep i cted in some s i tua t ion 
fraught wi th nerve-wracldng complic a ti on (example : "Her Brothe r - a 
Thi ef!!'I ) He manages to catch a pec ul iar l y woebego ne expressi on that 
I find in no other artist of our old i:apers. 

I have read statemen t s to the effect that G. M. Dcdshon's work 
was not in t he least l ifelike an:i of t m appeared t o be sllapdash , but I 
don •t agree . His drawings of th e Cliff House girls are th e ones we 
remfl!lber. I sa w very few of the original Schoo l Friend (about 1929 
when it was on its le st le gs) and very few Clif f House stor i es when 
t hey started up a¢n sane tima later in the ( thm) new i:aper The 
~hoo l gir l. 

If rrry memory is co?Tec t, the se r ies be gan a¢n as a serial ca lled 
"Babs ' Fight far Stella" . The girl s were t hen drawn by T. Laidler , an 
excellent artist, whose work st ill appears week ly in Gir l s' Crystal, 
illustratl.Jl8 a iong-:running hum"1'0us s eri es cal led "Trixi e ' s Diary.• 
However , Laidler ' s Cliff Hous e gir l s were not Dodsh on •s , tholJ8h they 
were much more mnd some and l0ll80 r s teimied (but pe r ha:,s skirts were 
shorte r ) . I believe also that a differen t author WTOt e the Cli ff House 
s t ories in The Schoolgirl . 

Laidler will always be t he artis t I ranember fo r his portrayal of 
Renee Frazer' s vivacious character Sunny McAli ste r. I first met her in 
tlB i:ages of th e original Sch ool Friend, and she contin ued in The Scho ol - .. 
girl. To thi s day I still l'ElllEllllber he r r ed hai r and til e tvinkle in her 
eye as she surveyed th e d eparting tack of some routed villainess. She 
hsd the most enjoyable habit of insulting the adult 11leav i es ' in their ·--- -------------.. ·-·--·--··------.. ·-·---.. -.. -·--·-...... -... 
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hearing in a way which let't thEID gasping vitb frustrated anger. 
It vas impossible to disconcert the imperturbable Sunny and she 

was alvays vearl.ng a bi g smile with the inevitable :fringe of hair. IIB>­
adven tures appear in several issues of th e pre-var School.girls• Own 
Librar,y, but, to date, I have only been able to achieve o-.mership of 
"Sunny in the House of Secrets.• This, in the old familiar yellow and 
black cover has a Laidler coV6'%'-draving , but the title illustration is 
by G. M. Dodshon. This is a reprint of a serial in The Schoo l girl , 
julging by th e s.o .L. date, May 1933, and I would , were it not absurd, 
be tenpted to say: "Ah, Dodshon end Le.idler both illustrated Clii":! 
House and Sunny stories, therefore they must be one and same person . " 
A. P. vrl ters could foo l the readers, but not so the. artists, 9!>pecial1Y 
two such differEOt stylists ss Dodshon and Le.idler . 

(The work of Dodshon can be fo\Jld in Pluck an d other papers Dear 
the tum of the century. Dodshon was good at getting character into 
the faces of Cliff House girls, but his backgrounds were scrappY and 
sketchy - ED. ) 

ODDS AND ENDS 

By Gem Allison 

:Jc;f£f:J~~{1£:.f:.tt!~~~ .• ~~~M~:~~ ~:1~ btu,!o _:, ~ ori1lns 
awtaNd l.n dl e .ltffllHOORAPHT. 

t ben Jmt caD8 across Wbat .... to bt ihe lnap lrat l on of two or U. Erlnclpal 
Maben ot Ult FCQ"tb Fcni at Hla,bcUtte School. ' The 11.rc'• ONl' to" 11U'T7at ta a atlrrlng 
sccry or Ole N.,,- , aM among u. actcrs _... me necaa Mnlral De C.0m"'C7 ,.,o L1eut.enant 
__ , 

Just u Handel '90Uld take a tbelll ft"Om fl'lotbtr O(El>OSU' , and bJ' bl1 genius tranaalrtA 
U. lnt.o til e fine s t &old, ,o Frank Rtchanls bu borTOMd a ns:1t btre and a nam: tbere, and 
a.de Q\em tnt.o UYlns people. Ria llkln& tor llpllnc tar Instance , ls obTloua , but mo 
now ca\ rei:a!lber Prout. Md Handers of 8TAU:!' & oo. er Hw're• Hoot.erjee of KD1? 

Bo now l et one or the r.nauah Kasten 1n our rankl sec. busY" wub a btc. of research, 
..s let us read 01 artteie 11RANtLta. NC11D«:LAT\.R£'1 tn tbt 1961 Annual. 

FOR 1'RE Rp:;;qtD. In tb8i F'ea"U.811"1 • eo11eeton11• Ol geat, t'be eclltcr Nt era to 'OUf' .er1ea 
ol C<>flrs ot First llsauU.• I know one of ow- eot.erte 1llbo ta colleotl~ tlluatrattona 
ot t.'U:tler on.a, ao I wculd like to point out that tt. ptecure on page ,0 of tbe l1arch 
fC.J). f 1, not a COP1 of the ttrac ls.sue or TIGER TIN'S WEDQ.T, altbou&h It 18 capt.toned. 
•BOIJI ltiq Began - No. 4, . The tllustratton of No. 1 of that delllhtt\1.1 COl!lte, lf\oR8 the 
Uree !Qlpt.J' Bon ,n1 PUss In Boots. 'l'be l atter bu a larle sack , full or llff mice -
blaot: onea. HT ~ter ace 4, dare not look at ma tlnal frame& 

(Row a-, Beean No. 4 waa No. 1 (new aeri e,) ot 'ftgar 'tt.m•• Weekl.J. 'ftl8 pc,er 
staMed. In 1919 aa T11er 'ft11•s TalH. In Je.ruu7 1921 It 1tar"Ud acatn u Ttcer 'ttm'• 
W8ekl.J'. In Ncna:ibe:r 1921 1t started )'et ecatn at Ho. 1, tblt prt04I bell¥ tneraased to 2:d. 
1bt final tuue appeared In 1181, t91.,J, an.er a total of 1039 weeks - m .) 
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WHY fllE '§ CHOOL f'RtFJ:O t f'lilLEp 

8Y w, 9, c , LOfJB 
Mt.er th e ttrst slx stcrtes or Cu r r House 1n th e 'Sch ool Pr l end• b7 Charle, 

Hm11lt on• th e stor i es nen taken over by oth er wri ters. In orde r t.hey were as t oll ON: 
Horace Ph11Ups . Re1tnald Ktrkh m , L. £. Ransooa and John w. \.1he918¥. S<:Gt 7ean aco Jn 
UlB S. P.c . I npre u ed the op ini on that th e C:olden Age or t he Cliff House ator t es waa 
ln th e period that 1- E. Rslsome wa.s .,...lt tng them, 192Ji2.9. 

In a Cont.roverslal 1n June 1959 , c.o . our Editor n:ade the ve17 tnterestlna poi nt 
1hat lt that wu th e Colden Age of the •School f'rl encit aqa - wtlY d 1d t be paper tn:iergo 
~ a r ad toal chs'lge - wtth a scaller •Scbool F't"tem• Sld Bborter cu rr Houae 7afflS -
plu s a nmt>er or otller dtrf enmt tales or equal l ength by" cUtterent auth ors? 

I recentl7 reeetved a very lnfon:ettva le tter troc ttr. L. E. RSlSOmil aboll t Ch.ts 
( l ong delqec:t lbrough the aithor be ing out or thi s COID'IU)') end I t ts ol gre at Intere s t 
to all Cl tr r House readers. 

r I woUld li ke ver)' mch c.o rep lY t o your ed l t<r •s very ln t eres ttrc po i nt or ,by 
the 'Bch ool Fr te m• fa iled. The •Schoo l F'rtend ' wa., ki lled Jr l t18r ll1' by th e p-ee.t 
al \EI>, "11cb br'oUlht aeneral dl•as t.er t o the pubttm1ng trade . I n th ose deYs, f Sltutle 
aa ft m, seem iodq, gtrl s bo\.l&ht tbelr week.lY papers out or thelr own pocll.et--iiJCID87. 
It lifas not than Ult cu..sf.Ocl ! Of' workln& end mleldl....Olass eust.om1r a to order papers ror 
deltW r)"i thi s wu a proOUet or war-world Il 'flllen paper s could not bl boulht easual lY. 
Consequentty , "t t.h wl d~spre a:i une:r;,10)T81t, and rectuced 1111ges , r a t2lera gave t heir klds 
le ss pocketo-mney - wtth th e result that ctn:tlla tl ons went dC#ll t o bel °" danger poln t. 
The rev l.sed •Scbool frten:t • ( later 'School Ctr lt) 11tas fill ed wlth ell.ort stori es In order 
to ge t a wlder carkei and not onl)' to oate r for those wllo llked s c:hool at(IZ"tes . bb a 
paper g ln.s m edl t<r a betur c:bance to r e.i hl a martcet ; Lt he tlOOs t.hat adTenture 
stcr les for en e~lril . blrfe a wloer appeal r.ban school stor i es , that tie can concentrate 
on 121eca. By aboUt 1931 , tbe worst wu O't'9r, an:t Cli f f House Scbool stori es were N'fl'f ed 
agsln b7 Jobn w. WMwe:,. 

I wu ttwn wrlt1 1'8 1:1\rff bays• ncrtes a 'flNk - plUI one Of' two ctrle ' stories . 
Havt:ng suff ered. by t2le closure of Qli8 1Bcbool F'rlllll:1' t o a,e ertent of l os tn a for a 
brtet spe ll llt" enti re 1neoCIII - I was not keen t o tac.e ai e same rt • aaa tn. Wl'lllng a 
20 ,000 word s tory a week t s wry n t ce ttltl e lt last.a, but one ls put t ing a ll one•a eap 
ln one basket , ll'l.d tbe larger output does ra th er preve nt one k.eept" coot.ac t "It.II other 
msrket , . What can happen once can happen agatn, and Sl.re enough 'llben world NZ" n started 
1n 1939, lt bl:ld the um e ff ect as betore - Cl osurel 

Ot cours e, tt my well be that ther e 1'aS scce ~ al leCkt" ln al)' curt Rouse 
atorlea. I won•t SaY U.re "a.sn't, but there as an edJt.c::i. .io tell ma .90a As t.h8 
adltor dld not. detiWld erry t>Mtc chan&e, I e M on}T sup pos.e that be th oug ht t.he:,- MN al ­
rl&ht, so be mu..i 8baN the bl ace . In f act , aa editor• one mtK)tt SI/¥, he took tbl 
large st part ot tht bl ame; for he could h&'V'e NdUced tM st«- 1es t o , •aY , halt l ength , 
e2Per1111:1ntallY - botrreffr , J t m not tr.f i ne t o ahoff:l ott an, blai:ie, onJY to expl a ln. 

Perhaps reade r s today forge t all about Ole Bltq, - 12'1.0U&tl ~ remember th e c~ 
sequent meapl o,-n c.. The Bluq> ..as a ver, worrytnc t ime tor ed i tor - a'.:! thtni t ore ror 
.. 1tera 1• 



EDWARD BLIGHT 
LlST OP BOOKS FOR SAI.S 

Paga '.51 

"Trenegloe" 
12 , Trevsrthian Road , 
St. Austell, Comvall . 

Boys • Friend , Id. ser ie s . Vols . 5, 7 and 6 bound . (Stories of 
Serlon .Blake, Nelson Lee, Jack , Sam, l'l>te , School storie o. 
£:, 10 0 each. 
------- ----- -- -- ----------------------------.. ----------...... -.. -----· 
Bo,YS' Own Library . 3d. Noe. 70, 7:5, 74, 75 , 76, 61, 66, 69, 92. 
'.5/6 each . 
Boys'Friend,-ld. -aeries . Vol. 11. "'Unbound."Ro. ·;~~ mfising .51',6 

-Aldi~; 1d. lluffalo Bill Lib. (1911-1917) 16 Nos. 17 to 166. Sd . each ' 

Aldine 2d. Buffalo Bill Lib. 24 numbers . 57:5 to 690. Bd. each 
Aldi.ne Wild Vest Yarns . 2d. 10 nunbers '.57 to 58. Bd. each 

Aldi.ns Buffalo Bill Novels 4d. bound volune . 7 copies 175 to 166. 5/ ­

Aldille Buffalo Bill Novels 4d. llew Sories . Bound Vol . 11 copies , 

169 - 205. s/-
Aldine Buffalo Bill Novels 4d. Nev series. Bound Vol . 11 copies. 

206 - 269. s/-
Aldins Buffalo Bill Novels 4d. New series . Bound Vol . 11 oopies . 

26:, - '.513. s/-
Union Jack 1d. 40 n'"'1bers (including 2 doo.ble nl.Dbers ) . Vol . 2 N~;­

:,0 to Vol. No. 754. 2/6 per oopy. Doubles 4/-. 
Union Jack 1~ . and 2d. 64 numbers 755 to 15:,0. 2/ - per copy . 
Union Jack 2d. Numbers 1465 to 1496 1n rou;ihly bound volume . £:, '.5 0 

Tbriller Librar,y. •• 2c1. ""52 n...bers 525 to-569 . "";/:,each . - --- ----- -

Marvel Id . and 1~ . · :,o m.111bero from 40. He,, seriee"to 699. 1(:, each 

-Cheer Boys Cheer. 5:5 copiee-!rom No. n to f11'.1al-issue-69 . i/ - each 

Boys Journal , 1914; · 20 copies from 2:5 to 46;-,7 _ each.--- - ----- · · 

eolliciars1 -~ st:··c., .. p1 .. ie·1ss,iis-ror·,950:·fv~.---,9'!,i~-52;-~; 
54, 15/- per set. Collectors' Digast Annual. 1952 , 5:5, 54 10/ - "" • 

Nelson "Lee "Librar,y . - From Febr\Jary 2nd 1916 Bos . 139 , 151, 158 , -·- · 

159, 176, 19'.5, will exchange for Nelson Lee numbers , 11'.5, 115, 117, 

, , , , _ 121, _ 12~· - -- - - ••• -- -- _. --- --- • • --- • --- -- --- • -- ----. - ---- - ---
Police ~t &lit:l.on of Pamous Crimes . No. 1, volune 1. Cbarlea 

-::::!.. n:-=~-:: ~~zi6. 7/6 --------------------------1 
·1 • tun "llit "vlifuii "fnc1'iiies" 1!oyi,-lloolii" om·, oo · yeeis ·ou; ;;nr lie" - • 
sent cm receipt of a 3d. stamp. Poetage extra on ell items . · 
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1)ours Sincerely 
( lntere st tnc I tees from the Editor's Pgstbag) 

fa;~~'fD .. ~~r!att~ ~=e: e~:r·~~ .s~,~~c~~:· I 
author, Re;i: Dolphin, and It ls all due t,c., the Stxtcn Blake L1trar,-. 

~i!t ":~;l~~~!~meo!~c~~ ~8:~ c!~: :;~':~i~e~n!:: 
Coppert1 tld 1• 

!Mts.~e<~:l.m,,.Le:~~1~/=r =~one.:1~ =~\r~ ~nc:~:·~~ J'rteni, 
hardly altered at all, 

(But the one 6..Lc.eratt on or Helson to Jaxon s t ri kes us an tncoQJNMnelbl e. - m . ) 

~t~t\~~!°l,:: ~~ Shz::e~!"~~ ~na!~,.!l~i:>.::.;i tll qht a swatn 
(Yea, atr , we tael qui t.a sure that he ,ras think.tog or a •watn.• - m . ) 

if!f~!r:;r,L ~ ~1= ~h~!c~~:S;~!t:!~.h·~t~ :':"!.or Qie 
thoo,8b •Faiooua Berte .. ls all about Greytr l ar1 - 5 ot tbem tn a row. What about st. 
Jt a t II encl Roobtood'? Wb7 does Greytr1ar"$ get all tt11 l trrelfeht ? Fer sme t ime now Bi , 
Jtc:i' a baS bu n Mll 1n tbe backgromd flld R.oolOlood ts 'ftl'7 rarelJ IDil'ltl oned, Alter all , 
the Gem was Cb.orlH H81i:lltcn• s tlrst l ave, 

(We don•t thtnk we baTe been neglecting St . Jim's or Rookwood, George , but :,ou wlll be 
pl eased to know t:hat next month• a Fmoua ser ies will future a Rooklfood 1'•, an:, ac:me 
or the st . Jim' s aeri es wil l be fea tured In cllt oour.e. - ED. ) 

~!~~~:/:e ~~~~ ~.: :h ~ter~:adt11!11::S~l~ ~ 
good lob or •Li ttle Hen- and •Jo• , Boye", and wtth a little ll!laglnatton the:r ahould be 
able to ir eaent & eer t oua: Grqtrlars aeries. I.maglne Pet er ~tng u Hr. Quel ch tn tile 
seeon:S Harry Wharton ffrlUI Hr. QJelch series. It aitu tit/ m:.MJ.th wacer to tbl1* or It. 

e¥; ¥l!.~ ~1:i1,:S ri:!~:~ ~~t~= =~ !low about art lOlH OD 
(A. spe:,tal article on sa:mr ls now In preparati on end wtll apper 1n Coll ect ors• Dteest 
tn th e near natw"e. - ED.> 

~e!:~~~ !i:~i:~r:lY~ :i =:~ed ~Ts:;:, l!'::!e": to 
reader. 

~r ~:8:.~:S1se':eciccr,i!r ~~ ~e \!en':r.e~; =: ~~P~uaec:n =s 
doeea tn the old P"l-tn •tm. 

PubHllhed by Erto ra:,ne, Cxeela t or Houa:e, GroTI Road, Burtltton. 
°'-l>ltoate<t b7 Torte DupUoattrw SertlcH, 12.a 1be Shar:mlea, Tork. 


