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SO MANY FRIEt;JXl. A very Nerry Christmas to all my friends the whole 
world over . tiny this coming Yuletide bring happiness to your homes, 
and may 1962 bring health t o the ailing, hope to the weary, peace of 
mind to the sad and the distressed. God bl ess you all. 

I t is at ChriStmas time that we think of old friends. We should, 
of course , thi nk of them more often , and not just at this one season of 
the year. It ' s a human failing , the r esult of this rush and tear of the 
mid- twentieth cent ury, to lose contact with old friends simply and 
sole l y because our lives are so full and so crowded. &Jt a t Christcas 
time we remember - and old friends remember us , 

The greates t blessing of my life might be good health or a peace­
ful and happy home. But I feel that it is t o be fowid in the great 
Jllllllber of friends I have alwys had. As a schoolmaste r I have known 
so many people - so maey boys - so maey girls - so maey parents . At 
Christmas tia e , at least, they remember me, and their gree ti ngs r ain 
upon me, bringing me joy and happiness, and, perhaps, a littl e heart ­
ache - for pleasure can be near to pain in this life of ours. 

fut in t he past two years, my number of friends hae increased by 
many hundredfold. As an editor I now have friends in every corner of 
the earth . People who are so sincere, so kind l y, so helpful , so very 
worth while. In all my life , I have never before been so happy and 
blessed in the friends I possess . 

And so , whil e I wish you the old, old wish for Christmas and a 
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New Year, I say , to all my r eaders th e world over - Thank you for your 
friendship and loyal t y . 

YOUR EDITOR IN THE !!ORTH, On November 11th , I played truant from my 
desk and went a long , long way to attend the club meeti ng of our 
Northern fr i ends at Leeds. It was worth every moment away from my 
desk and every inch of th e way, Northerners are famed for their 
friendl i ness and kindne ss , and nobody now knows bet t er than I how 
deserving they are of th ei r reJ'ltati on. I f I went a stranger, I was 
greeted and welcomed as an old fr i end . Every single member present 
went out of his or her way to make me fee l at home - and I know that 
I ha.ve left part of my roots up there in that jolly , comfortab l e cl ub­
room at Leeds . Amomg so many happy memories, one in particu l ar I shal l 
never forget - dear Dorothy Robinson , smiling and happy , t e lling me 
of her favourite old boys ' s t ory , "Fi ggings ' Fig - Pudding . " It was a 
long, long time ago that Fi&,ins made that famous J'ldding , but Dorothy 
has never f orgotten . And neithe r shall I . 

TllE ANIIUAL. Soon, npw, the 1961 Collectors ' Digest Allnual will be with 
you . I hope and believe that it is tho greatest Allnual of all time. 
The final verdict will be yours. 

* ** * ***** * * 

THE EDITOR. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
CRAIVO CHliTSTMAS NVMBER. 

the feud beht.en Tona M erry anti 
~;arde-w ; . tJttu at l e•er heat ! 

A lplenclld Chrlotmu 
Yarn Th i• , Boye I 

::..:H:~~:.;HHB,· ,:~,,1 ~~-:.f. ~~ ·~*~*-* ***« -**4S-~ f:· 

! Ralph Redr.neN Canl.-can n ot eJnk h l•a.nbnoe "ty : 

,S tow.,'Cf• Tom Merry eYen thou1h they are ....,. ~ 

J: of A rthur AuC\dhUI D'Arq at Eutwood Houee . i:. 

,;. A Crand Chrt.tm•• St o'7 ol Tom Men7 A Co. ol -. 
.': St _. .lim ' e . By popular :f 
.. 

MARTIN CLIFFORD. 

F'AJ1)U3 §ERJflfe Np, }4 
fbt s story appeared 1n the • tddl e ot tbt aerlea ln 
Nllc:b CaN:lew ousted Toe NenT n-m the lmtor cap­
tal.rq ot Bt. Jim' s• 1hl aeries ocmoenced in tbt 
aut\UI t ll'8 • N l at ed the dntloemeri t ot th e teUd In 
the <llrlstl&I •acatlon ac. Eu~ House, and waa 
PlaYed out. to a concluaton In the ,srlna term. A 
t lp,-top 7U'n. Tbe art tat ... R. J . Hacdc:Nld -
~I .tau 192}. 
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FluUlK RICl!ARIB DEFLATES "BICYCLE-ffllP" CRITI C 

The fo ll owing letter fro m Frank Richards will be Ml of interest 
for all our read ers : 

I was spec i al ly Intere sted in Brian Doyle' s article giving QUOtatlons 
rrom a book by a Niss Ftsher , Which caused me to open rrt1 venerable eyes Ye r)' 

wide. Rererr lng to one or 'at:/ reoen t books , th e excellent lacl)' said -
•Nostalgia alone c5l carry you through this sort or thing.• 

Apparently tttss F'tsher ts tnler th e lq>ress ton that the readers of 
the Bwiter books belong WhOll.Y to a pre-war nostalgic generation . But can 
anyone be .so utterl.Y unre fl eeting as to ,!Alppose th at any wri ter could live 
by wr iti ng onl y tor th e survivors ot a gener ation that has long passed 
away? 

I an very pleased, and very proUd, t o know t.hat ten per cent or rt.rl 
presen t readers ere or U\e old. brigade, alX1 I value them very hlghl.J' and 
811 grate ful tor their kind and aftectlooate recollection or the old •Magnet• 
anct Its a1thor. But numerous as they are , the i r mmt>ers would never sutttce 
t o keep en author al tve .ilo d epencts on h!s wrtttna tor hts ltn l lhOod. 
Ntnety per cEnt ot tlO' present readers were not born t ill ar ter the old 
?1a net had ceased to ex i st. So l'tlere does the •nostBl.gta • come tn, whloh 
Miss Fish er t~ el4'.ls they need to C81T)' t.hec throl.gh ? 

I l ove to think. or the eta •Hagnet.ltes• reacunc the books 1 lr:l 
wrltlna nar. and I em hapw to know th at I have a .111.11tttude or reoders tn 
the ir twenties and thirti es and f ortie s . But the bulk of readers or school 
stories , are, enc1 Dllst necessarily be, t eenagers. Most or them have nn er 
seen a Hagnet j very large nulltlers or them do not even know th at th ere ever 
was ~ch a t:IEl88%1ne at all. To the vast majortc.y, Btllter and eo. are lilh<llY 
post-war. 

The ot.tier da)' I hod a letter rrom a litt l e gir l lllho told me th at she 
had all the Bunter books exceptln g one th at wu out or print, MCI that she 
*SS going to write to the Publishe r s and ask t hem to reprint t tl This 
dear little k id was thirte en, 90 wa., not bort:l t fll eight years atter the 
Magnet went West. Not DJCh •nostalgia' tb ere , I tmaglnel 

1 conclude that Hi ss F. mun belong to the cl ass ot persons alluded 
to bf Pr ior , Ml.o Slould be kept tran peper , pen and tnk, so that they cease 
to writ e and learn to think. 

Now a spot or news that CII¥" Interest. 1ou. I have been asked to 
mate a long-player record, talking about. ~self BS uwal, and helve written 
a special •c;reytrlan, Sc?K>ol ~· in Latin to be l nclUdec:1 therein. tlle 
record will be on t he aartet soaittme next year, perhaps In t he sprint. So 
ony old friend s flho have never had th e pleuure - or oth erwise! - ot 
hearing bY CfUlcet tone s , wll l th En be able t o ltst.cn-ln to the sar.>el 

LEI' 1 S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

NO. 541 A STAR IS BORN 

Whit e Christmas - the year , 1910. On tho eve of Christmas th e 
lanlcy, dark -haired lad slo gged hi s wey through the drivil18 snow. As 
he opened th e door of t he village newsagent' s shop , t he bell over - head 
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sent out it s loud ping. ID3idc it was warm, tho air icpregnated with 
the smell of paraffi n. A p,,raffin heate r was bcrning on the far sid e 
of the counter ; from the ceiling swung a paraffin lamp, already 
l iehte d, f or t he early dusk had fallen. 

The boy exchanged his peney for a Gem - one of th e series which 
to l d of Toe Merry destitu t e in London. - That evening , i n his vi llaiie 
hoce in the Cot swolds, the boy read the story - his first Gem. 

Not a story , perhaps , to stand comparison vith the Gem' s greatest 
but a sincere , touching s t ory, eminently r eadable , with poignant pen­
pictures of t he slums of London in th e Christmas t ide of 1910. The boy 
was neve r to fo r get his first Gee. It impressed him deeply , because , 
perhaps , it was the first story of its t ype that he ever read . For no 
logical reason at all, Tom Merry would be his favourite character for 
all time, and not hing would change it , 

Anoth er white Chri stmas , '!'be year , 1914. Another snowy Chris t­
mas Eve. A war i s raging now, and a wor l d is ch9.llging, Another boy 
buys another Gem in anot her shop in another neighbourhood - a sutur b 
near London. Marti al tunes are being pleyed on the barrel-organs , 
Flaring naJjltha lamps turn nigllt int o day in a market near by. There 
are no shortages - yet , The h i s a double nw:iber - there is plenty 
of paper available f or the printers - so far . The Gem has a blue 
cover - there is no lack of the blu e dye - at presen t. 

That evening , before the blazing fire in his suburban hoce, the 
boy reads his first Gem. I t i s called "Talbot' s Christtlas" , 

This boy, t oo ; will never fo rgot hi e first Gee, The Geo will 
ever be his favourite paper, for it is the f i rst of its type that he 
has possessed . For no logical re ason at all , Talb ot will be his favour ­
it e character for all tim e , and not bing can change it. 

Another white Christmas - a Christmas made lively by the jaz z 
tunes playe d aver t he vireless by the Savoy OrJjieans . Anot her boy 
reads , hardly not ici ng the roar of the sea as it breaks over the rocks 
near his Cornish home. It i s the year 1924, and the boy reads the 
Christmas s tory of t he se ries in which Harry Wharton, as a rebel , be­
came estranged fr om al l his friends . For this boy, there rlll never 
be acy paper to compare wit h the Magnet. For no logical reason at a ll, 
Harry 'flharton will over be his favourite character, and nothing vill 
change it. 

These cameos mean li tt le, They have no beginning , and they need 
have no end, The t hingB we learr.od when we were first old enough t o 
understand are t he things which act as our anchor in th e storms of 
l,,if e. - • or wss i bly, _ the .. can).\~r whj.clJ...£1.weat l!!!!.Y .ov.r mo~ .Jib.y _)ri,,th 
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the pass i ng of time. 

I n the same way, I have little doubt that our favourit e character 
in fiction is , morn of t en than not , the one t hat we l oved first of al l 
when we were chi l dren. 

In a letter printe d i n last month ' s Yours Sincerely , Kenneth 
Kir by refers to t he superb character of Harzy \ihartob, and gives the 
opinion that , i n caaparison with Wharton, Tom Merzy i s a colourless 
conve ntional schoolboy , 

That Harzy Wharton is overwhelmingly the favourite of the maj­
or ity of Digest readers was proved in the recent Popularity Contest. 
llaB i t entirely on account of characterisatio n that Digest readers 
voted him first? Chie fl y for this reason , I think , but not entirely, 
One could r ead hundreds of Greyfr i ars stories i n which nothing part ­
icular l y outstanding is mown in th e characterisation of Harzy Wharton, 

The l ast great character series wi th 'iharton in th e lead was the 
Stacey series which appeared in the summer of 1935. The thousands 
of Magnat readers who joined Greyfriars af ter that date must have 
fowld Whart on th o conventional schoolboy leader, 

Tru e , most Digest readers have probably read some of the earli er 
Wharton series now, They r ead as adults , and they apprecia t e th e 
spl endid st udy of imperfect boyhood which Wharton presents in tl.o 
fine s t yarns in which he starred. Few would deny t ha t Harzy Wharton 
is tho greatest character study in Hamil toniana , but , because senti ­
ment plays its part with most of us, this does not mean that llhal-ton 
is , of necessity , our favourite charact er. 

Mr. Kirby finds Tom l·ierry convent ional and colourless in can­
pari son with Wharton. But just how wide is Mr. Kirby ' s acquaintance 
with Tom Nerzy? The Gem hero """ played down considerably be tween 
1915 and 1920 . Even in the twenties , the only series which really 
gave character studies of Tom Herry were the Clu:istmas Barring Out 
series , the Cardew as Captain series, and the Victor Cleeve series . 
The first two did not present particularly sympathetic studies; the 
Cleeve se ries was by far the bes t , so far as characterisation went , 
but it appeared in the midst of a glut of s ubs titu t e material, and it 
is not particularly well known. I think that to be able to pass an 
opinion on Tom Merzy one needs to have a very comprehensive knowl edge 
of the Gem from the earliest blue cover days, 

Did characterisa t ion count for so much in that Contes t of ours? 
It did - for the greates t character study came an easy first . llut 
is it not l ikely that many voters pl umped for Harry as much for the 
.memory of one .• or ... two great •. series .. in ,,which,.l,e .. starred?,, ..................................... . 
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I lik e the Gee because it was th e first paper vi th which I be­
came acquainted . Tan Merry was my first star , during a chi l d's most 
impressionable years; so mere sentimen t plays its pa.rt. I s i t not 
certain t hat it plays a pa.rt with most of us i n detennining our favour­
ites? Does not our heart often guide us more than our bead? 

One ci rcumstance strikCs me. Say we accept Mr. Kirby's con­
t ention, as we prob ably must , that Harry Wharton was a gr,,at piece of 
character '.lork, and Tom Merry was conventi onal and colourless , Yet, 
today , the Greyfriars sto rie s are not the Harry Wharton books; they 
are t he Bunter books. Unfair, of course , but a fact . 

The post -war s torie s of St. Jim ' s are not the St . Jim's books , 
they are not the Gussy books - t hey are t he Tom Merry books. We had 
the Bunter Annual - am t he Tom Merry Amlual. The IDanall"r of t he book 
department i n Bental l ' s of Kingst on-on-Thames t old me, not so lo ng aeo, 
that th e Spring Books so ld lik e hot cakes when the name of Tom Merry 
was in the tit l e of t he story . 

So t oday, sadly enough, the gr,,at characte r study is eclipee d. 
But t he convent i onal , colourless star who was ·bom in 1907, shines even 
as bri ghtly t oday , when he i s given th e chance . 

I agree with Nr. Kirby . Probably Tom lierry i s conventi onal and 
col ourles s . If so , t ha t's j ust how I like him. 

It' s j ust my poin t of vi ew. What' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOg,J 

No, 53, THE TAIL A11D THE OOG. 

~: Jt , Sf13 • l"'CX.llh11, the Hagnet orrt ce hOO a t.housand l etters a week troo. 
readers, ald the clrcul atlon was In a peak ot 200,000 readers , this would oean lbat onlJ 
~ troubled to a ir th eir views, Regarding 'tla ll bat', I have seen dozens of le t ters piled 
on the cOlt<r' a desk , nearl.¥ all requesting 11r.Ylt s1 tn back mBers . 1bat Is the main 
reason JfJ1 thla teatUN was dropped, N.vbe there was s<:a:1 excuse tor Hinton am PenteJ~ 
earl)' ed it.ors ot th e Magnet, tn maklnc 1.11 l ett ers the.""!Belve s , o.s th6)' tOmcl they were not 
receiving letters ln~resttng enough to pri nt . Aa you St!:/, the bulk ot letters dld not 
give a general opinion or readers • v iews. 

With. regard to Hr. Brooks, I eEI'! onl.7 quote 1nroniat.lon 81.1)1)lteel to me to Ole etrect 
that tt was the edit.or who •l4'Plled the bas is ot Ole plota an1 Ideas for stor i es . Aft.er 
all, t here was m ed i tor or Nebon Lee Lttrary. 

(The odd point about th e Hinton le tters wa.s that 11\ey were not or the type c.bat Che 
average editor would Uke to receive. He was elear17 atmlng tor ~t.h)' or seasatl on. 
What IT. Broob 11111ant, perhaps we do not know. 1be quotat ion was merely lllhat he sa la .E.F.) 

~: I feel Yer7 ,trong lJ about thi s questfm ot t3klng too D.ICh not i ce ot 
Nadera1 l etters . I work for a chi ldren' s pltllloatlon, and we keep lllbat la knOIIII as a 
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popularity chart. 1bl s Is supposed to tell us fltltch che.raeter In th e paper l a moat pop­
ul ar . When a character staYs eonst st ent ty a t the bottom , th e set tha t he appears Jn meY 
be chmged or drop ped t rom the comic aH ogeth er. 

1'ti' poin t t s this . • Jack and J lll' sells epproxt me.te)f 650,000 tuues a week, and 
yet evecy week onlY about 200 readers M"lte tn to the ottt ce. What sort or percent age 
ta that? Not nearlY enough to warrant t.ha dropping or a character , surely. nt t s sort 
ot thi ng ?Ill.St hav e happened wttb th e Hagnet, Cec1, Helson Lee and others . 

~~o !:;!ta:1:1:~!1e;:~!t~~~~e~!:\:°!~bee~;:~:7'a.11~/~ee:!!~r 
yourself Md the Cem years ago, I don't think a a Ingle letter t roa ce MJuld have re• 
sulted In the •Caterp,1llar" rece tvlfli more prominence tor I think he was a good 
ohar act er neglected. Al so , I detested tales of FJshY, Alonzo, Trlrrtlle and Bkl q, ole, but, 
had l ,ir ttt en , s tating Ill)' opinion , I doubt tr It wo•1l d have made eny dltf erence , Only , 
poss ibly, In the case or Talbot did th e t a ll wag lb e dog 1n l!tt" opl.nlon. 

; ~~ . ~~~t s t~c~
0 

~~\~ ei.::, t~ : \ =~~~e:~~~ 1~ !b: d~e~~ ~~~, 
the &rile appli es to Bunter. I dO not think th at MY ot th ese ..er e overplayed , t or Ul~ 
were all popul ar dla.r acters. Talbot certaln.ly was overpla)' ed, but onlY by the substl ­
tut.e M"tters, 'ftl lch helped to d im the popular ity ot thi s s>l endld ch31"o.ct er wltll 8008 
re aders . I think Sklmpole was o. bet ter dr a:,m dlar acte r than Alonzo Todd, 'lllho, In 'cr.J 
opini on , wns much l arger than lit e . 

FRANK LA.Y: You oversta t e y our case. A ,uc!den d:ncrea.e In the ntmt>er or lett t r s t.o the 
editor mcons t hat something or sutttclen t Inter est has occurred to make more r eaders 
wri te . Hundreds or l et ter s In prai se ot ' A Very Gallant Gent le man' and , presumablY, 1'U'1 
t ew In denigrati on rust riean that th e story was generall.Y ve17 popular. It ts prect se.ly 
th e spont aneous Incre ase t hnt prov es th e po int , as opposed to those Incre ase s "1 1eh are 
dl rectlY inspired by ver7 activ e minorities ac t ing In consort, as peffle,ps sooe ot the 
corr espondence In the Sexton Blake Library recent}y. 

As r egards your quotation trom Nr. Brooks , I ree l that It proves nothing . Req11.es ts 
and suggestions tor s to rie s are one thi ng ; c:rltlo l sm Is anoth er. You quote yourselt 
as a per s i ste nt rea::!er having an attect on editor i al policy. That ts no doubt corTeet , 
but it ts obvious that t he editor cons ider ed your cr lt l olsms md suggest ions had meri t 
Md has noth ing to do with the voll.llle or lett ers on a SJ.bJect. 

'nle pr ime ex~pl es ot dlaracters being overp l ayed are ln ow opinion thos e ot 
Bunter and HMdrorth - two ct the cnst det est abl e char ac ter s ever conce ived. 

{WhY shoUld ff e pres1..11ae that ther e were very re" l et t ers tn denigrat i on? So t ar as Hr . 
Brooks Is concem ed , he st a ted pl a in]¥ tha t he ha:1 been Infl uenced by re ader s ' let t ers , 
and , In oonseQuence , had written stori es not entirely pleasing t o tlle maJortty, It th at 
pro ves nothing , It can onl)" ciean tha t E.S. B. MS wrl tl na; Ms colu::in at r andoci. So tar as 
Bunter QZ')d HMdtor th are concerned 1 have a reeling that our Controversial Eohoer, tn h is 
ttn1, over stat es h is cas e. - E .. r. ) 

EDITCR'§ NOTE: ST.\NlE T !OHCHT or Oleltenhom has rec e ived a l etter t roD t he F.c:llt cr ot 
Knockout with th e f ollowing cocment: 'I regr et hnvlng di sappo inted you by m"Opp lng 
th e Rookwood School story rr a:i th e pa,e s ot Knodc.out. t1Y r eason tor doing thi s was tl:tat 
d e_. tte a protracted: run It dt d not prove popular with lliY yoq rtac2ers. and they , af t er 
all, l!IU8t be I!t' pri me cons id eration .• 

Hr. 11'.nlght says: • How tlleY arrive at th e con.:l us ton tha t the st or ies did not 
prove suc cesstUl ,rftJ\ th e younger re ader s I t a ll to see.• So do we , but a.s Knookout ls "°" almost entirety a paper or stor i es In pi cture s , the edi t or seeos to haVe oome to the 

,,ooncluaton , th at .X09 , readers , do., not .. wt~ .. r.o read , at .. al 1, """"""'""'"''"""'"'"'""" '"''"""'"''""'""""''',. 
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Tbe severely at>rldged stortes ot R.OOkwood were obvlou.,ly a t a dtaadvantaa;e. Alao , 

It la doubt ful tlbethtr a ca.,.le peper Is reall)' a sult.wl e ·nh tc le to carry school stor i es 
ot this eype . 1t • a dU tt cult. to think or MY modern paper, ln tact, 111btdl OOUld can, 
them aatl~tac.t,orlU . 'ftle a.o.P. WdoubtedlJ' oollld .. but that comes troa another shble . 

111 negsrd a tatlah, Dig, u one or the gost necusl'IQ", one or the most Int ell i gent , 
end one or the cost adi.llffabl e oet:t>ers of soct eey-. i.n1t>ow olght be a doctM , -0r a lt111oh, 
or an architect , Ol' a 9cl'loolca.s tllh, but a os.n wequtah.s Tf!ftY mo,ocr.ion gi ft s to be a good 
tallah . • 

• we .shall see Gussy ed iti ng the 'Tanor and cutter• soai dey,• sa id HezTtes. 
• Bal jovel I an aflrald tha t such a poslSI ls beyond a tell .ohts dWeocis,• sa id 

Arthur August.Us. 111ba t wequlahs weal genius .• 

(f'!'om the post,,,,war s tory; 'falbot • s Seere t. •) 

Sent In t,y Peter Banger , Horthaiq>ton. A book soUYenlr Js mimrded tar every IU'CII 
t ol.M sutt.a.ble for publlca tlon ln fb.ls coltm . 

C!!R I §1!!AS COl1'£T IT I QI! 

Hake a brt et st.or., (j ust a sentence or two) , tnt.roduclng t i tles or si.t,-t l tl ea ot 
articles used In Collectors• Digest c!Urlng 1961. You J:ll¥ use a tew words ot your ONl to 
111* the titl e together. lhte r--Une the titl es . For t nstsnce : 

Im J11111 !!ll,11 lllf mim cet ~ !li.i1 .l!ISlat end asked h lo Jm .!Ill 

~ ~teg~~i~ed-=t~a1~e; g:t~~p~;.d ™ 
Write yoll' ett ort on a card or n Sleet or paper , Md :,end to th e edit or. Closing 

dtlte Decert>er 16th . 
A bl'(Jld new book t or yoi.r Ubrar')' "111 be presented to each or the two noders tllho 

sullrltt 1111\at are , In Ule 8dlt01"1 s optnlon, th e.best et tcrts . 

KHQO;OUI' &@Uc 1 96J 
In Uie rtYlew of t he n8" Knockout Amuo.J., publl sbed In our l as t Issue, we oot tted 

to meke c:ientlon ot a cost tq>0rtant att.roctton. en page 144 or th i s Annual 1ou will ti nd 
•Pistols - Past and Prtsen ~ , e. to.sc lnattng l ook a t tlrean:is down the years . Beautltull,1 
dretwl, lt Is the N:lrt ot Coll ector s • Digest OM brtlllMt art is t , Robert Whiter . 
CongratuJ.atloos, Boti. 

TE OLDE CINl(U; INN 

out or t he ooutl!ia ot babes come words r e.mer should never han sa id In their 
hearing. 

When a man reacties middle age, tc Isn't trte nee th at oat ters as lllJCb aa the 

m~ddle. ~····,- ~- ... - - .... - ... -~--------·-- ..... ------- ... - ..... ·- · 
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BL AKI ANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHrnE PAcnw; 1 27 Archdale Road, East Mwich . l<>ndon. 

In last Decea.ber' s Blakiana Eric Fa,yne kindly reproduced tho front 

cove r of the U. J. Xmas No. for 1932, "The Masked Carollers" . Accocpseying 

it were a few words about the story, and as an incidental I mentioned 

that Mrs, Bardell was featured in that issue as No. 4 of the U.J . 

Portrait Gallery. This in fact was referred to in ••1rs. Bardell 1s 

Own Round Table" at the back of that nw:iber. Space precluded me from 

reprinting thi s delightful piece at that time , but now, a year later , 

I am able to do so . I am sure you will all agree that my adjective is 

not z:ds placed ! 
For the benefit of J ohn Steele (who recently visit ed me and is 

now in Nigeria) and others , here are the ' start I and 'finish I dates 

of the Sexton Blake Library: 1s t series - September 1915 to May 1925; 

2nd series - J une 1925 to May 1941; 3rd series - June 1941 still 

running. 
And so , once again , I thank all my contributors for their support 

throughout the past year , and wish all readers of Blakiana a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year . 

* * * * * 
l!ODER!l BLAKE 
By Syd Perry 

JOSIE PAC!OiAN. 

I feel I must disagree with Julius Lennard , I prefer the modem 

Sexton Bloke . The old stories were good-v ery good and I loved r ea ding 

them, but to r ead them today one f eels they are definitely dated ! In 

those deys the popular detective was based on Sherlock Holmes - pipe 

smoking, sitting in his favourite chair in a tattered dressing gown. 

Most of them followed the same lines: "Sexton Blake & Tinker", "Nelson 

Lee & Nipper " - they all had a boy assistant , Dixon Hawke had 

"T~ Burlce'l and Martin Dale in the early CllUl!S had "Jimmy". Even 
the "modem" detectives like "Panther Crayle in THE CJWIPIOII and 

."Carso n. Holt" . in .,PLUcx, had .. "Dusty" _., and ... "Cindors• • ..... ! '!.. al..! loved .. ,._,, __ 
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reading aboct thee , but they havo all gone - not because of shortage 

of paper but, I suppose , becauso they are nov old - fashioned! 
Soxton Blake kept going because of tho quali ti es of the various 

authors ; but f'roc time to time he bas been "modernised" . Just look ot 

Arthur Jonos ' s Sexton Blake and t hen at Eric Parker ' s . 
Just icagino vhat Gwyn Evans could do vi th the present set-up; 

his Cbristmos stories if he was here to write them nov, vitb Paula , 

Marion , Louise , Coutts and Mrs. Berdell would, I m sure , satisfy both 
old and new r eaders . 

Look vhat G.H. Teed could do vith "Tony•, Bla.lce and Paula - a touch 

of Roeiance for the teenage read ers . I a:> sure that if be ves willing, 
l!clvy Searles Brooks would do vonders vith Tinkor and Marion Lang. 

Imagine Robert Murray and tho Confederntio n versus c,odorn Blake 

Investigations - "Dr. Satira" too , would have had o wonderful time, 
Look ,that possib iliti es "Gilbert Cheste r" would have found ! 

Personally , I think that Mr. Hovard Baker hes kept "Sexton 
Blake " alive , and if only his J'lbliohers could ge t interest ed eru.ugh 

the UNION JACK could be revived tods,y very succoosfully at , say , perhaps 
6d . per copy. There i s still room amongst boyn for the ' mtten story' -
as vi tne ss AD'iID!'URE, HOVER and tho WIZARD, and I am sure that Sexton 

Blake st ories written veckly by such authors as Jack Trevor Story , 

Arthur McLean, Rex Dolphin , Martin Thoc,as, etc . , would go down vell 
vi th "ro adors of all ages . • 

Thoro is only ono fault vi th the modern Blake . and that li es 

vith th e J'lblishers - I don' t think they are reall_y i ntorestod , A 

short ti.Jl:o ago Gcorgo Marsden PlUIIDOr vas fMtured in a S1:tashing story -
but vns he advertised? Voll , I suppose he vas, but only in the ca,.. 
pnnion copy of the SE71i'OII BLAKE LlBRAHY. Vhat vas wrong vi th a full 

size poster : "REJ'URN OF G.M. PLUMMER"! "Old" boys would have bought 
it, sane boys vould have been given it, and old readers would have 

been de light ed to find that Sexton Blake storios wore still available -
all the old readers do not have the OOL!BCTORS' DIGIIST you known. 

Splash bilil about ! Advertise the stories vhich are now "as good 

as ever" : fut cut out tho sexy bits - that doos not suit "rea ders of 

all ages ", only , i n my humble opinion , the wrong sort of readers . Ve 
like to road that Paula and Marion are beautiful - and everyone knows 

they have leea, e tc. !! 
Incidentally , a fev cont hs - or was it years - ago, Mr. Hovard 

Baker t old ua that it was a cri ticnl time for the SE71i'ON IILAXE LIBRARY, 

and it was up to us to keep him tll.ive ! ! We never boazd t ho r esult of 
that, but it seems we Cl81'18ged i t. I vonder also what happened to the 
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Popllari ty Contest - no r esults yet! 

I or.: sorry t hat I have r or.:bled on so , but I feel a little ind ­
ignant that th e r eader is expected t o kee p a paper a live , Afte r all, 
publi shing is a bus ines s , and all publi shers s hould cat e r fo r their 
readers . 

Thank you , Mr , Lennard, for your article , but I prefer the 
"Modern" Bloke . After all, it i s not his fault that most of his 
nuthors have passe d on! 

* * * * * 
MRS, BARDELL I S OWi! ROUND TABLE 

(Reprinted fr oo UNION JACK Christmas Number (No, 1521) f or 1932) 

Mrs, Mart ha Bardell, housekeepe r to the celeb r ated Sexton Blak e , 
hns " cosy Chri stmastide conversation over a cup of tea in the base ­
ment kitch en at Baker St reet with her siste r, Mrs. Mary Ann Cluppins . 

"Well , I crust say as ' ow I'm glad you ' ve calle d round , Mary Ann 
Cl uppins , I'v e got a lot of infl a.,,,.mati on for you, apar t fr an the fac t 
t hat it ' s t he Restive Season and I would wish to th '.U'lk you for t hat 
ni ce card you sent and wis h you a Happy Chri s tlllll3, I won' t wish you 
a Prepo s t erous New Year , because I shall se e you before tl:an if wo' ro 
all spared . But , my dea r, your sediments are hea rtily diss i.Mlluted ; 
in other words : ' Tho same t o you ,' 

"I 'm afraid you 've too k me 11 bit by surpris e , and I haven ' t hrui 
tim e t o go out and got you a nice card as I fully contend ed s o to do, 
You know I ow it is , my dear - all th e extra work wit h Chri stoa s cor:tin' 
on, tlnd oe Rll of a flust er running up and down stairs all day , with 
th e fro nt door bell ringing all th o t ime with vi s itors , and shopp ing 
t o do, though I ' ve eot ce :, turk ey in, and if I do say it meself, 
th ere ' ll be a Chri stmas dinne r for Mr, B, and Mas t er Tink er which tho 
fine st hote l in the land couldn ' t approve on, 

"And, ta l king of visitors , my dear, who do you think came i nt o 
thi s very kitch en th e ot her day? Why, Mr, Ric hards , our milkman, And 
he brought with him th e most curi ous thing. A negg , my dear . Or 
rather a negg- shell . It had writing a ll over it, but the words were 
obfusti ca ted and you couldn I t read ' em. 

"Mr. Ric hards had f ound t he hegg- shell in an empty milk bottle, 
1·1hich seemed rather bazaar t o me , and as Mr. B, always like s thi ncs t o 
have a bazaar as pi c - hi s own word.st my dear - I 1anded it ove r to 
him so he could par alyse the writing in his i dol atry, What he ' as 
done , as I suspected he would, and what's more he so lved t he whole 
history .. and _t hey're .. printing .. the sto ry just .. as ... it.,an. happe ned, with .. 
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the conversat ion I ' ad with Mr, Richards and everything . I declare , 
llary Ann Cluppins , I'm getting quite calibrated i n lllY old age! 

"And that I s not the only visit or I ' ve I ad lately , An even more 
extinguished came last week . A nice young man named Barker, I believe 
' e said . Ernes t Barker, that was it - a nart i st come to t ake my like ­
ness fo r the Credit or of t he UNION JACK, I sa t in thi s very self - same 
chai r where I 'm si t ting now, and he made a painting of me, He said , 
says he , tha t th e Credi t or of the UNIO!I JACK wanted to prin t it i n the 
paper because so many of hi s customers were al ways asking afte r me, 

"Yes, my dear , n very pleasant young man vas this Mr. Barker, 
t elling me al l so rt s of ant idotes and st orie s while he was painting JllY 
lini ments - not hing in the least improper, you understan d, but all very 
int eresting and confusing, Yell , belie ve it or not, Mary Ann Cluppi ns , 
but hi s tal.1< was so calm and soothi ng tha t I dropped ri ght off to s leep . 

"Re act ed on me just l ike n hullabaloo on a baby, and when I 
awoke up he had finished and gone, I suppose he didn't want to pertur b 
me. I ' ope he mnde a good job of t he l ike ness; I'd rathe r have a true 
likene ss thnn one that was t oo pretty or smatt orilll,, because , a ft e r all, 
at 11Iif 06" , I haven 't got the face of one of them high-kicking d:incers 
in a cabby- I'BJlk; ne , nor the fi gure neither .* 

"But what I do find smattering to my sense of profanity - going 
back to th e Credi t or of th e UNIOII JACK and his customers - i s that he has 
paid me the condiment t o nsk me t o send them all a i:1essage for his 
Christmas IlUJjJber. What's more, he has sent me o. l ot of thei r co-res ­
pondents t o ans wer at t he Round Table I t hough what he means by tha t I 
don't known no more t han fly, my dear , I suppose he meant t his round 
t nbl e , t aL'cing it over with you, but ' ow h~ knew i t .l!ll::!. round i s beyond 
my condescension . 

"But a nod' s as good as a blink t o a blin d horse, and I ' m al ways 
willing to be obl igi n' so l ong as I have my ' ealt h and strength , as I 
to ld Mr , B, hiClself , t he ot her day when he upa and asks me t o r escue t hat 
ol d dre ssing -gown out of the rag,-bag where I had thr own it , being so 
o}d and t om that you ' d ' ardly believe . 

''Yell , Mary Ann Cl uppins, you can never say your sis ter Martha i s ­
n 't de preciated in her ol d age , Jus t li s ten t o thi s ; it ' s out of a 
l ette r fr om t he co- respondents : 

"I must mention the lady of •u.J . 1 fnme the noble l!rs, Bardell , 
who neve r fail s t o de light us wit h her quai nt Engli sh , Sextcn Bl ake ' s 
housekeeper will al ways live in our minds as a tru ly wollder ful woman 
wit hout whom his dcmestic a ff airs would not run so smoot hly ," 

"That I s from Gerald J ones, he signs himself , and sll the way 
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from Jamaica . Bl ess 'is 'eart; I' m sure he's a nice yo\Ulg man. And 
if you think I made it up, ~;,,ry Ann Cluppins, here ' s the whole letter 
t o prove I didn ' t, See this bit where he writes about Jwr.aica , which 
seems to be one of them topical places on the inflator, ju~ng by 
what he says : 
" ' Under the bl ue sky and the blazing sunshine of sunny Jamaica , Sexton 
Blake is as well loved and re spected as in aey ot her part of the worl d, 
and I venture to say that the youths of Jamaica would vote for him just 
as much l1S those of Weste rn Australia or anywhere el se . rn 

"And so they would, rtJ/1 dear. Mr, B, may be cont ested lik e poison 
by crooks and rogues because of his dooties as a criminal instig ator , 
but everybody else loves him, 

"And, talking of past years, rtJ/1 dear, there i s another letter I 
'ave I ere , from a Nr. James Godley. His address is !t!oor Lane, 

Strensall, York, and he seens to be an ol d follower , He says: 
" ' By the way, in the ear l y days , I think Mrs, Bardell was the 

landlady and she let rooos to Blake . Evidently, s in ce then , Bloke 
has t.:i.ken the house over, for she is now his housekeeper . "' 

11It 'a surprising , my dear , t o see how these indivisibles who 
read Mr, BI s adventures have got auch good me::iories as t o r emember 
even our danest i c derangements at Baker Street. There was a ti me -
just after pore dear Bardell was took with his complaints and trans ­
ferred to a ' eavenly spear - that I had the ostensibility of bei ng the 
lund.la.dy in possessi on of these premises , and Nr. B. was my first 
floor . But since them days he has had the poster ity he deserves; and 
as Hr. Godley r emarks , he is now the owner of the leasehole . 

"It' s a treat t o have all th.ese letters frcm my admirer s - even 
if I do say myself , Mary Ann Cluppins, they are admirers , as you can 
see with half a neye , I could go on talking about ' en all night , and 
' ow I am going t o prrvey my sediments to all of ' em I can ' t think , 
And I 'm afro.id t here ' s not time to now, anyway, for Mr, B. and that 
young limb, Tinker , will be i n soon , want ing thei r late dinner , 

''Well, well , it ' s been very pleasant ' aving this tater-tater 
talk on the subject . All I can say is that I ' opes every reader of the 
UNION JACK has a real good time this Chri stmas , I should like to see 
'em all trooping into this kitchen one by one so t hat I could give •em 
the condiments of the Season , 

"Blesa their hearts , pne and all ; you don't know 1r.v it makes 
me feel, r;ry dear - all funny- like inside as if my pore heart was a­
goi ng t o burst - when I think of all them peopl e all over the wor ld , 
following • the . doings .. of ,Mr· .... Blake , and .. young .. Tinker . and. their loyalty 
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and commotion t o the Old Paper. 

"Bl ess their hearts , I says. And I wish 'em al l they wish them­
selves this Chri stmas and every Chri stmas !" MAR!'HA B.\RilELL • 

( * Mr. Eric Park er's like ness refe rred to by Mrs. Bardell appeare d on 
page 19 of that i ssue . J. P. ) 

No. 724 
No. 725 
No. 1'i!b 

No. W 
No. 733 

No. 729 
No. 730 
No. 731 
No. 732 
No. 733 
No. 734 

No. 735 
No. 7y, 
No. TJ'I 
No. 738 

No, 7'YJ 
No. 711:> 

No. 741 
No. 7"2 
No. 711, 
No. 7"4 

* * * * * 
§EXTOi BLAKE LIBRARY tl'!UI) AND AtrnlM§ (2nd aeries) 

(~) 

The Riddle of th e Creek F'lnanc ler ..... - ..... JR . PUrYal e) .... .J. c. Brandon 
The Nystery ot the Ceman Prl.t00er .. ... ... ...... ......................................... . P. A. Clark e 
T!M! Consulttng Rooc Nystery. ..................... - ............... Orlglnaj. .\ut.hor J1 w, S9bln 

geri~!t 0
~t ~a::~.~~~---~~=--~ L. fil~--~e:r!rfm ~~---··· ... -Y: a: =~ld 

nte Case ot th e J ack or Cl ubs .... .». A. Evans 
(Repri nt or 2nd ser ies No. 164) 
The Case or Ute Hi ssing 11alor .... A. Partons 
The ttr ste r tou, Hr. NaYnorct... . .. A. J. Hooter 
The Secrtt ot \he EYacuee ....................... L. Bladt 
Twent)' Years or Hate .. _....... . .......... G. Verner 
The Obsene r C<rps ttyste 1")'.. ........ ......... . .............. R. Ren,lnge 
The Riddl e or Dead Han' s Boy ....... ............ Orlglng } Authgr J, w, Bob!n 
{Reprint or 2nd ser ies No. '58)........... . . ....... 5ewrttten by J 1 G1 Brandon 
The Case of tbe Nunt~red care t aker . .... . ......... c . Gates 
The Acastna Art a ir or t.he Stilp7ard Cottage. ............ . ....... w.E. Stanton-H ope 
1be Hen F"roc fl eet Street ............... . J. Creasey 
1be Riddl e or the YIKon L. c. Doutllwalte 
(Repr int of 2nd series No. 3M) 
IA'>der Secret Order s..... . ... lR. Purvale) ...... .... ............ J. a. Brandon 

=n~r ··2n1··seri·es··No·:"""j}Sf:::::::::::::::::::.:·.::::::·.::: ~~~en As~or G; j5!v!ZJ leld 
The ~ s ter7 of the Free freobhr:len .... .Ji.. Pars<lls 
Tbe House or Darkness............................. .. A. J . Rwit.er 
The C&ae ot Ule rtlJ1 on Leave.. .... ... ...... ...e. 1-1. c. Gibbons 
In th e Hi ght Watch ................................. . ... (R. Waldo) ... . ..... £. S. Brooks 
(Repr int of 2nd se ri es No. J74) 

(End or Second Serl es) 

§EXTrn BLJ.XE LIBRARY TlTU§ A.~ AtmlORS ( 3rd f!!:!g ) 

No. Raiders Pas3ed A. J . Hwiter 
No. On t.he Stroke of Nine A. Parsons 
Ho. 1be H)rstel")' ot the HUSh-Rush Factor)' H. R.C. G lbbona 
No. 4 1b e Red St lll eto G. N. Phillip s 
No • . 5 The Case ot the Shot Loowr P. A. Clarke 
No. 6 nw Riddle of the Bo1 on th e Road E. s . BrQOks 
No. 7 The Crlce of Cor,>orOJ. Shenrooc1 H.H.c. Glbbms 
No. 8 The Man tram Occupi ed Franc e A. Parson, --................ _..., _______ , ____ ... ___ ,,, ____ ,_ ... _ .. ___ ... ~ .. ~--··~---·--
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No. 9 tbe Secret or the Crave " A. J . ewiur 
Ho. 10 (The Hamt ed Hot el HYstecy C.H. Pblll pa 

( The Ca.a or th .lil Nylt er,- Parechu tl a t R. £. HUl 
No. 11 1be Riddl e or tb e Niss in& rtre1wetoh er H.H.c . Gl bbona 
No. 12 The Clue ot t.he Stol en Rupees A. Par sons 

THE VICTQRIA PAUCE §HGI 

The London Club ' s party to th e theatre t o see •Bil l)' Btl'lter Sh lpwrecked'f takes 
pl8ce on Sat urd ay 3rte m oon , .January 13th . A l arge block or seats la alreadY bo-Oked, and 
we shal l be happy t r we can mate Jt our l qes t party ne r . Seat s are 15/- ench. Please 
Join the party "t th your tr l ends tr )"OU can. Seat s Cffl be booked tbrough th e ed itor or 
Collec t ors' Dlgesi . 

tbe opm l ng scene Is se t tn th e •sannyti et. Creyfr lars , ood there are 001.S1tl eS11 
hilarious roooent s . F'Wl waxes ta.st and f ur i ous l'lhen TtiJ Co, QJel oh md Btllte r retlCh &n 

Is l and In the Hedlterranean . 
An added attrac ti on th is 7e.'.lr will be f ed Osborn e a t th e piano , pl aying and 

stngJng t.he BWlter songs .oq>esed b)' F.rto Fayne. 

SPECIAL REqgt 

Owi ng t o t he Chr i stmas Ho11daY'a 1t Is req uested t hat our contr i butors llld 
sdvert. l sers send In their mat erial tor th e Jl:f\uary Issue aa earl)' as possib l e tn 
Deoed>er. 

RF.§tl.T OF' Olll Novn&:R rot'EI' ITIOO 

our qua t nt llt tl e contest tn Nonctier proved lrrmensel.y popul ar "Ith r eQC!ers, 
Clfl\1 or WhorJ hove wrt t t en tn t.o BD'1 that t hey spen t Cllfl)" p l eMYlt hours tr, trc t o ao lv e 
th e prob l eci. 

1be !o ll owl ng ls t he C<l.rTeCt so l ution: 

Oltal..El , mEAllfou::Ht, PILOT, JEBTD!., tO:sT&R, Bf.E81.ES, 
Pu.rlC, SKIPPDl, Pla . 

Onl.Y one coq,et ltor sent tn en entl rel.Y correct solu t ion, Md he la 
R. J . 0000,wE, 35 Woocllouse Road, Leyt onstone . A l'ol uce ! or hi s li brary l s be i ng sent 
to Hr. God.save. We conside r h is adl leveoen t qui t e r emarkab l e , an<l congr atul a t e hi m. 
'tbe second book award goes t.o AR'ffil.R HOLLANI>, 68 Thorn ton Street , Welli ngton , Austra ll a , 
"1ose entn was next tn orde r or ce rtt. 

LlJ!...!.!Lli 
No, 4 Gol dEn Hours ltagaz t ne . Art tol es b7 Vt c Colby (1s t aer i es Pemy Po~ 

ular Ba t on Blake Npr lnt s) and E. c. snow (Formulae, or Genius ). Special w.o.o . LofU 
feature . ~ t or 41- to s . SttYt,h, 1 , Brandon Street , Clon111, N.S. W. Auatr alt a, 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
( Coooucted by JACK 'ilOOD) 

Well , it ' s here again ! Chri stcas , of course , and it hardly seems 

a year since we were cel ebrating i n the good old -fashi oned way, How 
time does fiy ! However , here 's a sincere wish t hat all cecbers of our 

happy band , and Leeit es in psrticular , will have the best of all pos­
si bletiL :es over the holida,y seaso n, and healt h and prosperity in t he 
many years ahead , 

Many thanks to all my correspondents who have kept th e Column 
gping i n 1961; may th ey r ally round t o ensure continu ance in t he cont hs 
ahead, And who better at a til:Je of especial nostalgia than one of our 

oos t knowl edgeable hobbyists to reviv e happy meD:Ories? 

RAIIBLINGS ON 'THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY I 

By, \11 0 1 G1 Lofts 

When a collec tor vrote to oe some tim ago, suggesting ' tha t I was 
perhaps biased against Nelson Lee, !li pper, and 11:indforth & Co. ' because 
I never ·,rote about the character.;in articles , I felt rat her anused. 

It i s perfec t ly t ruo, of cours e , tha t the above characters have 

featured very little , if at all , in l1J// articl es , but it is very hard 

ind eed to write anything auth entic, or on the ' insid e ' os it vere , on 
the NELSON LEE LIBRARY. 

There are a ls o probably hundreds of collectors who are far core 

qualified than myself t o write about t he famous school of St, Frnn.1<' s , 
many if not all who rem<J.lber it i n thei r youth . Alas , I only s tarted 
read i ng in 1933 when tho i'E!.SON I.BE LIBRARY cca.sod. In penning articl es 

rogarding Sexton Blak e , or any oths r charsctor that was written by a 

host of writ ers , t ho t a.sk is obviously ouch ea.sior . Vit h Blt1ke still 
goi ng str ong today , and n tot nl of probably now over 200 odd autho rs 
who hnvc ponnod his adventures sin ce 1893, I cnn never sec inf omat i on 

about him drying up, whilst Nel son Lee t o the sorrow of man,y died in 

1933. 
I recently read the first Ezrs Quirt:e sorios in th e Librar.y, and 

though t the sto ry 11.'ld mystery set -up first clos s . Regarding also the 
sto ry ' The Boy Who Could Not Lie ' featur ing a Larry Scott , who was ooro 
tru thful than George V11Shington, "1I'Oly this typs of a charac t er vos 
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not t o be found in any of t he llnmil t on schools? 
The sp l endid r eproduction in the Sept ember C. D. of the very 

first NELSON LEE LIBRARY cover, brings me to the burning ques ti on of 
Who did actually wri t o it? Al th oll8h maey ~s ti ons regarding the 
actual aut horship have bee n brought forward thr ough th e years , nothing 
to my knowledge , has been brought to light on an authent ic basis . A 
perusal throll8h early Collectors ' Digest,, sugges t s that it ooul d have 
been writt en by G.H. Teed/Maxwell Scott/ii . Murrey Graydor/Andrew Murrey/ 
Andrew Gr ey/ or in fact any other principal de tective writ er in the 
1915 period . The only fact which seems conclus iv e is that E. S. Brooks 
did not write it - and that is agreed by all collectors . 

The first editor of THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY was a Mr. A.H. S. May, 
better known as Harold May. Educated I believe at Mwich , he was a 
newspaper repo rter of great rneri t during the period just before the 
firs t world war. Quiet , and very unassuming , he had a fai rly easy 
task as edito r, <especial ly when the St . Frank ' s sto ri es coanenced from 
No. 112, and the manuscrip t s rece i ved by E.S . Br ooks who practically 
wrot e all the sto ri es, were ao well written and beautifully typed, 
that they needed very little revision or subbing . This cm be con­
fimed by H. I(. Twyman edito r of t he 'llni on Jack ' in rel ation to Mr. 
Brooks' Sexton Blske yarns . Vi th stories well i n hand ( unlike the 
Magnet office) Harold May pr obably considered h.inself most f or tunate 
in having E. S. Brooks as hi s so le and s tar aut hor . 

With a healthy circulation in the early 1920s , i t has been very 
di ff icult t o discove r why its readers shoul d dro;, of f with such alarming 
proportions about 1927. Meybe t he greot slUlllp had s0t1ething to do wit h 
it, but acco rding to collectors I have met, who read St. Frank ' s , t hey 
as sure me that t he qual ity of the stori es at t hat peri od was never 
be t te r, 

I have read with great interest the account by E. S. Brool--.s on the 
reason for the actual decline of the Nelson Lee Library . This was 
related i n ' Collec t ors ' Diges t' as far back as issue No. 35, whi l s t 
later r eaders mey have read t he same vers i on related by Ernie carte r 
in the 1959 C. D. Annual. Alt hough I have not the sligh t est doubt that 
Mr, Brooks was gi ving an hones t opinion, and that he was ~peaking in 
good faith , I fee l it shoul d be pointed out that t here are always two 
sides t o every question . Most unfortunate l y , Harold J<!ay jus t cannot be 
tra ced t oday, and probably if he is sti ll i n th e land of the living, 
some very int e resting infonnati on can be broll8ht t o light. I have , 
however , succeeded i n tracing the l ater three edito r of the ' Nelson Lee 
Library' llith sanewhat mixed results . Befors proceeding any further on 
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this subject , in fairnes s to Ernie Carte r, who only named t;.-­

editors altogether in his article in the 1959 C.D. Annual , I should like 

to point out that at that period I, too , assumed that Ernie ' s state­

ment was correct. It has only jus t recently come to ligh t t hat another 

edito r was in charge in its dying days. 

I have been rather pizz l od by Mr, Brook' s statement that Harold 

May r etired in 1928 as he V03 only a young can then. If alive , today, 

I doubt if he would be older than his early 70s . Incidentally , !Ir , 

lla.y vas a writer hi.Clself of sorts , and s tories by hie will be found in 

' Young Britain ,' I t has alva,ys astonished "e by the reaction of 

edito r s at Fl eetway Publicati ons when I have quos tioned theo on Alfred 

Edgar ' • connecti on with the ' Nelson Lee Library' , cany of thee who were 

personal friend s of his insi st that he had nothing to do with it all ! 

.&.it cy own opinion is t hat I cannct help but accept Mr. Brooks' 

statecent on the catter that Alfred Edgar succeeded Harold May in 1928, 

It may be true that Alfred Edgnr vas according t o Brooks, ' A man 

with big ideas' but in fairness to Edgar he obvi ously had t o experiment 

vi th sa:ie nev set up, t o boost n declining cireulation , Statecents by 

fomer members of boys ' paper staff at that period , suggest that what­

ever Edgar did it would have been no use, or , to J>1t it more boldly, 

i n 1929 the llelson Lee Library wa.:i consid ered to be already a dead duck, 

and it was practically shunned by edi to,s lik e the plague , 

AJ.thQU8h Edgar ""'Y have failed with the Neleon Lee Library , he 

most certainly could cl aim t o have succeeded later in life . Today in 

Hollywood wider the nsce of Barrie Lyndon he earns so I I o t old over 

£75 ,000 a year in ocript writi ng, and he has many successful films to 

his credit , In COO!lWUCation with hie , be wc,uld rather ' let sleep ing 

dogs lie • as it wer,, - and 1ho cnn see no point in digging old sores 

up' - so Edgar' s co,.nect i on with the Library rests , 

Probably t o succeed Ed.iar was a H.T.T. Cauldwell - whom several 

edi t ors can remanber working on the 'llel son Lee Library' in a corner 

of one of the other office s , I t seems that in 1930 this fa,:,ous Library 

was deprived of having an office t o itself , Mr, Caul.dwell wrote ce 

several very friendly letters some tice ago , but his OO!ilOry was soce­

what hazy of events nearly 30 years ago, Later he thQU8ht up the idea 

of "Modern llonder" which the A,P, rejected, and sold the idea to Odhac's 

Press of which he was editor , At a later date he also beca::ie edi t or of 

"!!icky Mouse Weekly," A point I should mention here is tha t Mr . Cauld­

well was an artist , and an editor insieted that he took over free May 

in 1928 , The cur ious remart< by Brooks of aut hor/artist in relati on 

to E<l8ar seeas to gi ve sCDeslight support t o this - core so when 
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E<:;,ar' s close friends say th at he could not draw a straight line ! 
In late 1932, the '=anted I Nelson Lee Library vas handed to 

Mr. C. M. Down' s department, vhen probably it bad already been decided 
to amalgamat e it vi th one of the other papers in this sec t ion in time. 
Mr. Down put a R.C. Hewitt in cha rge , and he has turned out to be a 
most informative correspolldent . Starting as a sub-edito r on the 
'Boys' Realm' Mr. Hewitt has also worked on t he ' Holiday Annual' , 
'Sch oolboys Ovn Library ' - and vas the actual last editor on the ' Gem' 
some very interesting information has come to light on the Gem re­
prints - but t his will be given in a later article. 

Ernie Carter in hi s most interesting article in th e 1960 C. D, 
Annual asks the question of "vhat actually happened to all those en­
thusiastic oembers of the St . Frank's League" and that will be the 
theme of my next article on St. Frank's - when some highly interesting 
facts wil l CCJOO to light. 

(As a member of th e League , I avait Bill Lofts ' next article with 
int eres t, - J.P.W.) 

* ** ......... ** * 
TO St.VE NY DAUiHTEJt'§ §ANITY can sooeone supplJ 1279/8 or Geel? She S5: knoW how tbe 
st ory rinl shes l Would purchase or l oan would be apprec iated. 
YOUCE ROBH·:SO~, • a.trf'E PAVILICJI• , Htllli£ BAT, mrt • ... --................ -.............. , .................................. .- ..................... .,.. ...... ,_ ........ ,. .................. _ ................... ,, ......... _,., ... ,.., ...... , .................. ,., 
~ •Hegnets'I ac.e, 826 , 899, 960-963, '170, 1011, 1013, 1027, 1028, 1033, 1035, 1072, 
TIT"; 1120, 1139. 6<:hoolboYs a.is 169, 223, 258, For Exchang.e Hagnets 21B-2S1, ZJ5, 
m. 28o, 283, 294, 87 , 316 , JJO, 360, 362, 365. Doubl e ntd>ers 288, )57. 34.3. 354. 
36) No covers . ~ rough . Tt1Cff)9'.)H , 5) WAUJ.S£T PARK, 8E2FASt, 14. 

CAN AHY 0000 6?11.RITNi HEIF? Onl.1 one copy or l1X>£RN BOT ts needed c.o COOi>lete an enti re 
;~ ~I~! ~~ ~~i~o~~~:1 • Ir you can help, plea:1e writ e t,o; 

_,,,..,,..,, • ., __ ,,,,,_,._, .,,., .. ,.,.,,.,.,.,.,,.,.,.,.,,.,..,,,.,,,_,.,.,,..,..,..,.,.,,.,.,..,,.,.,,...,,,.,,.,.,,,,.,.,,,.,., •. ,..,,.,..,,,.,...,.,,,.,.,,..,.,,.,..,,.,.,,.,m,. .. ,..,,.,...,,..,.,....,_,_~ 

~ Single copies or botnl vollDls or the tollO!ftng: 
•Cha,:;tlton• No .. 26o t o .341 •TrtUllll)b • No. 1 to 190 
1 Pluck1 (l as t seri es) No. ~ t,o 'J'I •Rocket• Nos. 78 to ff7 
•trtucdl Amual• 1938 
'CJ\altt)l on Annual.,- t cr 1ears 19.36, 1937 and 19.'9. 
•'lbe last vohne ot Boys• Fri~ •Olaiq)ton No. 176 

I w111 p8f t1 t ors Ingle copy or th.ts nua>er. Please write A.tr Nall siattng pric e:, 
wanted to: l'll • .., R. J • . HoCARfflT, wti'1..ANOO, , 1..lCAffl~ , ~ , .. J.t.6TRJ.LtJ. . ... ,_.,,., ........ - ... 

~Sexton Bl ake Li braries l at serleaNoa . 11 , 17, YT, 105, 109 , 111, 196, 20t , 219, 
2nd aeries Noa. 293 , 296, ~ . 422 , 474, lt85, 520 , 667. lb l on Jacka 689 , 691, 69J, 702., ~;.~~,;!2rcJ~;~· 785, 786, 788, 793, 798, 800, 802, SOJ, 809, 811, 813, 814, 818, 

l'P.B. J. PJ.CJIJ1AH, Zl ARCHDALE ROAD, El.BT Dll.Wlal'., lDUXN, S.E.22. 
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MY "FAVOURITE" CHRISTMAS NUMBER 

tt, CJOther, llk t a,at 

cot.hers, did not 'YhW 
wtt h a k lndlY e71 UW 

•savt.na: upa or thl: old 
paper s . P Iles or old 
per t o<11ea1, took: I.II 
11>aee, end &aUiered 
ciu.,t , In a ~l boa!. 
I Ot ten t.rled to ketp 
thea, Md Nprded the 
aocll:l.llatln1 heep wtUI 
prtd e, But, "1en 1tf 
back: W!l.S ti.med ' a, 
cothtr woUld mk e a 
MOOP ... and U,.e Ptll er s 
,ou.Jd 10 t o th at place 
to ftllcb It' l:IOtba" 

considered toll Ut te r 
:bould ,o. 

In oonnquenc, , ml.y 
on, COPY h4a been In ClY 
possts.s lcn tor nearl y 
&S lone a«o OS I C.sl 
rmeDl>er. Soc:,ehow It 
ctsa~ the oatern.al troom. 
&xacn1 1llh8n lht, oopr 
ot t he f'BYot.rtte Cocttc 
doted Chrlatae..a 1916, 
CtJ:M Into a, J)Olses.slon 
I do not know, but t 
1'.lB very sca.11 at th e tl m , 
and l alway, lond It, 

A conc.mporarJ or 
such J)Opul ar comics as 
'NCITJ & Bri&ht', 'T he 
Butterr.iye and •n,, 
F'\1'11\)' W11:-.dertt .. Md 
~tnc rrca the same 
stable - Che faTOrlt.e 
was nry 1lcil14r In 
tcnnat, th ough I doubt 
1111'1.ethtt It 1131 eYtr 
quite so popular , 1t 

was printed cri a f 8"G'\)"'"'plnlc coloured paper , though tha t t s a n r.ue descr tpt.ton • . Like 

•Herry 4 Brtiht• tbe •Fa~tte• ~ born q back tn 1910, but bow lone It rM att..er 

thi s Chrl st.oe., Ha er or 1916 I do not know. 

1'ht cocitc characters weN not DtDOrable. er, th e cover wa.s lt .N. Pepper, Xt,w or 
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IC-Hut.s ; on the back pa,;e flas TOIIIIO' Tippit, the Terror of tb e Town; on th e cen t re 
spread appeared Salty Cinders, the 8l avey : Flossie aoo Ph)rllts, our rasctnatlng 
flappers: and a gentleman 'Jlho aast have been a ltttle outdated b)' 1916, Ragt lce Rex, 

The dr81'flngs strik e 1111 a, exce llent. In the rroni page p tctUN s , one t s stz'Uek 
by' tbe robin watch ing rra:ri h t, twig ln tbe thtrc! picture: the rabb it d\as tng tb e 
aqut~l In the fourth; the rx>USe l ooking on at the l on s cene tn the onoestral hall , 
In the f inal picture. I wonder whether our reproctuctt on ts good enoush tor you to 
pick theo out, 

1bere were two serials , each with an adu.U n avour-j ' London' oOl1 •In th e Sh3lo•s• 
In Dddttl on tb cre were two weekl y ser i es: Victor Brend, Detecth' e (this week Victor 
Brand' s Christmas Aoventure•) Md Popular Proverbs ( th1s week ' Chri s t.ml Comes but 
~ e a Year , • I Spcolal added att&ctloos ln this Doubl e H\lllber were fCU" caii,lete 
stort e:s, and one, • The 'l'rng edy or the Tratn• has enr recalned In IIO" oemcr:,. A WOQ.YI 
seu from a train What me belt eves to be a 1Wn:1er by a man ot his wlte tn th e room ot 
a house. Four years lat er she r ecogntzes Ole nt.n. 

Let the beautifu l herofne t e ll the tale In her own 1'0rds: 
•I was al one t n m expr ess trnln rushing North, md we r an onr a hlgh entimt­

oent. Bei ow the re were SM.11 houses, wi th lights In their windows. One haC1 th e blind 
14>, an<1 In th e ooaent Ulat the tratn tor e by, I Just rod t toe t.o se e th et man ther e , c.he 
can I c18ht have MITled , se i ze a knlte rrom th e table and plunge It int o &:he boloc ot a 
beootttul 1'COOO In evenin g CIN!ss, Mlo t ell to th e fl oor deOO, t am sur e. • 

A tanta.sttc episod e, or courn . Tears l at er l r eeall a Sexton Blake s tory In 
Jlllltch soceone S aft something or t.he sort from a st attonary tr ain, whi ch wos nuch oore 
tenstble. When I re ad Agatha Chrtstte• s •4.50 from Paddtngt(il• (one or the l es s suce-­
esstul Chri s tie s , now a:o:le tnto a film called 1l1Urder she s a t<i-) I coUld not help 
1'0Di~rJng tCiether A.gathn e ight once have re ad that old •Traged)' of th e tr a tn• In th e 
1916 Christmas NUl:lber or th e Favorit e. 

So r.hl s ol d Cbr lstcas nllli>er has rcoaln ed with me d:>1'1l th e years . Like Its 
ON"Jer, It t s SlO'll'lng s igns or the pns.s l.ng years, the r avages or t ime. Frayed end dlr 
col oured, and ge tting cor e Md more fragile , It still has all th e charo or a Cbrl str:e.s 
l q gone. 

lll at has the Harch ot Tt i:ie given the youngst ers or today t o li.-,rove oo that 
•Favori t e-? Progre s s 1111st surely ban produced aa;e t.h tng whtcb Is rar Mead of that 
paper of f orty- fiv e yeal"S ago. 

What, t o put lt bOldlY, haYe th e presen t da)' coa l es got "1tch wo..s not possessed 
by that old, old FaV'Orl te7 'nle answer Is s lq>l e. Notb tngl 

~ GEH3 Jm , oost ts sues' bet11een 412 and 500: most Iss ues bet ween m and Bt,2. 
~3, 956, 980, '115, 984. 985• 986, 989, 990, 993, 992, 996, 1129, 1150. tw:NETB 
to. 52, 13,4, 195, 205, 2..38, 239, m . 3,e, 319, JM. 316, JV>, 'J47, 357, 358, 1':XJ, 417, 
422, lo5, "39, ~. lti9, 719• 752, n:,, 809• coat Issues between 821 and 89(), 900, 921, 
924, 925, 9.J6, 938, 91,0, 942, 91,J, 911',, 916, 951, 965, 967, 968, 996, POPIIJIRS 183, 
190, YTO, 385, 396, "52, "55, 11:,6, 474.. 
Ell.IC FAYNt, C:C!l.BIOR ROl6E, GROVE ROJ.D, StRBITOi, stRRCY • ......................................... _ .................... _.. ........... ,, .... ,, .... ., ..................................... , ...................................... -.................................................. . 
~ S.O.LtS Noa. 6o and 68. Nodem SQ)' No. 239, HDgnet Nos. 829• 862 - 865, 867, 8S8, 
869;lt74 , 879• 884• 896, 897, 900. M. R. Wit.SW, 100 BROOtf'IElD ROJtO, Cll..ASGOI, H.1 • ...... - ................................................ ,, ..... , .................. _ ............ , ... , ... _ ..................... - .............................. --.-....... ,..,,_ .... , .... , ........ , ..... ,, ...... . 
~: s . o. L•s 42, 258. Nelaon Lee No. 130 (old s er i es). row- pr ice paid plus 
postage, The fdvertlser has S008 s . o . L•s , Bel son Lees , Gems and t1aeneu t or exchonge 
onlT, 
BRUH HOLT, SR ttJSH D1BA86T, REYKJAVIK, Ico..ANO. 
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YOURS SINCERELY 
(lnte~st lng ltq tl"Otl th e Edi tor' s ~tte r--By.. ) 

~~ 9¥na~J~h~~0::1!: r~e grs!~~~ ~J~~;.~ :' 81:-~~!! ~ I 0~~t;o~: ·~~ · the 
nice gordens of HOl't.on Pri ory , Sel sey, Sussex. I used to tak e ttf oopy of the dear old 
Lee ln i:or dtMer-bag, and enjoy the t roubles or Fullwood, In th e sll:Dl!r house or lllder 
ooe or our l ovely old trees. Ha. l ong ago It all seeins now, but ,Mt 4 happy worl d It 
thm ftaSl People wero sooehow happier with Ule s l Cl)l e tb lngs or Ute, lltlteh are , and 
always will be, the bes t. I still have th ose copi es or the Nel son Lee. They have been 
,rlth ce al l onr TJ\e comtry. 

(The Book SoUYentr whtc.h Is awarded every ron t.h tor th e Star Letter ot the month goes ~ 
the sender or the sboTe. - m.) 

1X't1~1~~~e= ': 0~~n;eoo~1:;:1~~!! ~~~e~~I~~ =ty ~pe~!:~ ~r~!~e 
trtn gtng bock mmorles ot al.CX>st forgott en thtnss . r think btf favourit e or the ctnor 
characters 1n Ule sext on Bll\ke sto r les was Capt ain Jaoes Dack, skipper or th e 'l1ar7 Ann 
trtna er." Soc,c :years ago I ca:ie upon a book borroM!d tra:i the public library that der 
cr-lbed th e adventures ot r.hta wl J.y $.lpper . I camo t Ne all tt s title, or th e naDe ot 
th e author tdll ch "as not John Hoo.ter. Hns John HUnter wrltt m ~ capt. Dack st.<rlea 
under enotber no.De , or has my other euthoz- wri t t en or thi s c?kirae~r? 

Int ~ F.ON (Burnley}: ThYlk. you ror a most mjayeb l e year •s ent erta tnoent and rood 
tor~ i ju.st can't expl a in th e reeli ng or happiness and eontentoen t that I 
exper i ence 'ftlen peruatng th e mp,g. twl1 would probal>lJT say that It ts a "•Mt lng to go 
bac!c Into the pc.st .• Tt!.ls ma:, be so ( sel ected per iods , ot cours e ), but I oost 581' that 
the •trick oycltsts' are iaak~ quite a DlSS ot th e preSEnt-dsy yout hs. 1bank you tor 
the wort. t.hat 100 put Into the Digest to ti.ice It so m t ertn tnfne - yet :,:, tull ot 
trten chtitp. 

<l!AR(D; v~ RflUN (South .ttr tea) The c.o. Js a real tre at. I ar::i sure It would warm your 
'Fiiart tio see tfui ant tcl pat tve glcac 1n r.v e,ea towards the end ot th e aontt'I. t ltk e th e 
Hanlltonl ooa se t-up parttcule.rlY these days. I .as delighted to see the return ot Roger 
Jelictnst •Do You R&Datber'1• - lf)d 1 ot course , Letts Be Contz-overslal ond l ta Echoes, and 
GEOS ot H~Uton tana are evergreen. I think f 8Dlt1S Serle s with those fascinat ing reiro­
doot lona f'ra:I th e ol d rsvour t t es ore a gNa t lmovattt.n . 1bc Populartt.Y Contest • as grand , 
Md I welC()t'Ja anyth ing t.10re In thi s lino. You will be glad to hear th at I all now a., 
devoted io St. J Im' s as t Nll to Crqtr l e.rs. 

HDUE\T HtLTQtt (Olcluc? : Is It poss i ble t cr you to publish at SOCJ3 f oture date <lrl article 
about ifiose wonderful fellows, that arcat &ZTSY or eno~s artists , 'lltto <INw week bJ' 
week the loYIUl nnt !os or th e cocitc. du:racters we nll have l ovetl in our t lN. Frm TOCI 
BroJme Ol"lfard.1 th ere DIJSt have been hlnlred s of tll ec, yet It ts surpr ls lng bow seldom 
they are aent lone<I:. The cre ato rs ot Conat.e.ble Cuddleoook, the BnJln Boys , Casey' 11 Cour t, 
Dremy DM lel 3ld a hl.ndred others tllSt proYJde aaterlal tor CM¥ dol lghttul nostalg ic 

artic l es . .. ,..,.,, .. , ................. -, ..... -~ ....... _ .......... , .... _..,. ... ....,,._., __ ..,,...,, ...... - ...................................... ___ .., . .,. .......... ... 
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~ {Barrow tn rum ess) Sbades of thl •Abrncoelabra• vers ion or r-. v. t eme - fltl.at 
a grenct coq, etltl oni It has g1Yen me very great pl easure to •have a go•. Beltne me. 
onU, one H, one N md no F has mode tt ve17 Int eresting. 

~Jflr!'YJ ~aiig~!:s~;bt~~:;,:::::e 0~n ~,;~~eg:s ~=e~I;"~~~ i!! !8apleDdld 
Idea ln the Hew Tear, Md I so are lt .:i ul d ca wie a sr eat deal or lnt.erest. I ahoUld 
be oni,- too willi ng t o co-operate 1t I t C8r.'le to pass. 

ff(IIJ'iRp IJARPE IAustrall a h fll,e c.o . has mt.Ired and th e resUlt ls oeuow lndeea. For 
~ CIOOCJ, tb.e B&:rtCll Blak e end Haetlltcnl ana lt l'.!ml 8N "1a c. I lik e best . I read ueh 
Issue oover to cover , but It ts obvtoUB th.at \h e grea t bulk of re aders are Hac llton or 
Blake tms abon 811 el se , ood tor t.bls reason 1 feet you o.M' t go trOtC In oontSnutng 
t o ladl e out the •mixture aa before.• The proporti on of articl es on other sUbj ects ta 
1n re asonabl e rati o t o th e Intere st In th ee - almos t more IIO+ The best articles Chat 
hav e ever been In th e monthl)f or the Amual , In _. Judgement, ban been Roger Jenk ins' 
Annual article s on tll.e Magnet, your eornspond l ng ones on the Gem and HaIT1 Rogerts 
monogrm:is on Blaktena - not necesser lly 1n Chat order . as t.hey dead--heat In Df mlnd. 
These were al l mstert11teces and ~ of be ing published 1n booklet fcr,:i. They-are 
t:he ci-e e::i of the c.o . cl osslca to me. 

(We bp pe that tb e enttre 18t<>f7 of til e ttignetJI EM •The Bto17 of th e Ced' bY Roger 
Jenkins and ~tc reyne respectf velY. "Ill be publish ed In bookle t. fOl"CJ dUrlng 1962. ED) 

EllWU) THCJW! (Edinburgh): The NO'fta1>1;r c. o. ts excellent. All the er ttclea 8N 
very good• ond Hrs. J ack Trevor BtcrY' s •tttrool e8 first-class . Indeed a deU ghtful, 
ahan :ling article, and how true of Uie modem genero.tlon. 

~ ~~Z:,it: t o
1
~~ =:s!el=.~ ::a: ~r:~ :m:e~5::ntned 

b7 Wolter lllarton , was unabl e to nm at Cattertck, mucl1 to the !fll'IQJance of Loder. 

~te~~,:~~~=~: ~l~cenir!i~; ' : o=ef~:t!~ h~ ~~~~t~,itb e 
BU}¥ Sooter aspect, to at!)' nothing of hJa postal.-onler , has l ost all attractions as an 
ey-e-oatcber tor oe . I think t.he reirodUot l ons of covers (~ Interestin g cover) :a 
det tnttel)r the right lt et'I tor the Digest. 

(We tr)' to rin g Che chalges , "Ith a nevez-mdtng var ter.y with our covers , dld that 
poUoy seems to r.ieet with general ~irova1 . We had plency of letter s In prai se of 
Bob Whlt er 1 s picture , Next contht s cover 1s th e aost surpri s ing we h3'n ever prum t ect, 
I think. We lteep our ttnger a crossed ln ca.,e som r eaders rEfl' een<I tn bt'lc:kbats. But 
• hope tQ'" o f ew bouquets . - m . ) 

~e~~~1~
0

~~~~~t,~=~~·r'::1~!.
168h:1

~~.~~~ap::1~:: ~ad!'°:~ 
N.o.gnets1 ~ - thta Is the po int .. !Ile t s e. mect,er or the 70unger genera t 1cn1 wJUl all 
tbe lnt eres t s of the DOdem teenager , aM eonslders the TV Grqtrt ars seri es poor. Sbe 
mlntatns tbat th e pictures ot sr.. Jtm•• and Greytrlar1 elhe MS built up In her °"'1 mim 
are tar more satisfy~ tbm tbe B.B.c. oan do tt. I have not encouraged thi s vlewf 
Jt !a ber OM'l cooclu!:ton. And, ot eours e1 to me, noth ing e..'fl alter "fitl ONl mental tcages. 

~ (~!Fi~~e ~:r: :e se.:r: : ~~':.er:. or IR=~~=~~ 
. ot Put.Cf Crace ,t o SICX>n ~lllfl e_.,,M .. nevertbel eH t enJoYod, the stort ea. _,_ , .................... ,.,,,., 
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Hlllald e 6le0. vtRN<Jf UY, 

f1!l SI.lit 0\ C:Of:!ICE 
52 OAKU:JGH CllJlDflB, 

lfl£TS10't , 
ID:lDClt, N.20. 

"'8M• Vol•, 1l'31-15<:6, 1612-16J1, 1651-76, 182-41}, 41/rU>, 11)5-476, Popular !""'64 new 

aeries . Cli!CI ~-,a; . 77o-60J. Bets ot Hoynards CN;Ytrlars Cardi (12) . Bet of Gtrla ot 

curt Home School (10>. or1g 1M1 lll Ustr ntton s b7 Shh lds , KBodonald, ~. Rqnold1 

i~=d<J,~ 1:00~!=!tf91;~·~0 i:!! ~~·c:,u:'io~;,c~1nJ!::.~:; 
Lees, s.o.t.s, Su:ton BlMt Llbrart e, , Chaal,lct:1 Lib ., etc. et.c. 

Ror:9::::W!cr books -~ 
R. A. H. coocryear The Boy, Qt Caat11 curt School - 41• 

Walter c. Rhoades 1"lfo Sc:ipegrace, Ill . Copping tine - SI• 
Hylton Cl eaver CaJ,t a lns of Harley nne - IJ-
ffylton Cl 11aTer 1'bl Bl au ot B:lrcn' s Royal - lfl-
H'Ylton Clesver Caotiitna ot D.*l a - 31· 
p .G. Wodehouse Ta101 ot St . Auatt n• I .. 51-
P.c . Wodehouse Pothtl'\ters (re t>o\lld ) - 51• 
P.c . Wodehc:::wie 1be He3d or la)' •a u , eel. ta lr only - 51-
R.A.H. cooct,eor ftle White Rou11 Bors • ,, _ 

Gunby HnOath The SWlnger - JI• Cunb)' Rodatll - The Lost Legi on scarce 6/· 

Hector HallorM at . Alkmmd' s, Donntstborp e 1902, t ine, SJMCe - 6/-

~;,,;·f'~=tt ~~Xr,;,"°'~\DS, ti t teSr - 41-
John nnneaore Tedd:, Lester• , awe., 11odem edit ion tine .. '4,J .. 
Alf red E'.dgar 1?\e Abbqgate Ct'Jckct Club - JI• 
Ben.rm t1tt tord HaT11Md1 1 a-m IC31'CG, rebcUld • 1903 

H,ro ld Aft:T Tlll'OUlh 'll>ld< aid 1bln - }/ -
Tom HollSld ftw K, :a:n,ter •a Sen, tln , - 4/• 
Hlchcol Poole !ht Dutter or Danby .. )16 

1<1t1u,ny Buckertcta• our l'l'terxt Jenn tna• - }1 -

Dtsa:ind Coke Th• Bending ot a Twta , tt ne - W-
talbot Baines RHd Tbt Fl ttll Fem at St . Doaln l c•s t tn, - Y­
Te.lbot Balnea Rtld 11\e Cock-Bouse at Ftlllll'artb - 41 .. 

Tolbo • Baines Reid Tot1, Dick <rid Harry - )16 

E. f'. Xelle t t Bird.a ot a F'eo.tb er , scarce , 19d. - 61 .. 
G. E. Rodlast.er' fbt F'Nak ot St . Fred.a t s - 4/• 

ttcste17 - entun , HO• 
AnthCf'IY Skene Gall ows Alley .. 10/6 
s. Wall(q To-Ho tor the Spanish Kain ... 1 C/• 
8 . Walkq F'«- Cbt De ot the ~ .. - ftl'Y IC3l'Ct - 12/6 

ea.,,, mu,,, Cap"1 1n !.om - 41-
Cap•. ShOlf Tllo OIQ' Sea Rooo - 41-
Capt . Shaw Lit e °"81 Ho Not.hi~ , tnlr onJ¥ - 216 
w ....... Boll Jim llor<t.ar - 41-
Coutt l Bri sbane 1be Secret or d\ 1 Oelli'rt ... 41 .. 
c. E. Rodi.ester Plrnt.ta ot the .Ur - 4/9 
Hyltm Cleaver- De!ld Hen'• T4le - 41· 
Jrlfl !Mter West ot Ju.st tce - l.v-
G. A+ Hmlty 72 t lU II In at.od. troa 5/• . 
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PO§rsgttPI' TO •PU:!KII 

•t al'llf8¥S re gcrded •PU:~ wt Ch aome e,,e•, wrote Bill Lott s ln the Bepta:iber 
c.o. •ru::K• eer'8 1nly was the comto paper ot tile Top Otlldren ot den gone bJ'. We 
have 8.lreRC27 read tn th ese pages ot St.ephen Pot t er or •Gamesmanship' fali>8 boasting ot 
hav l'1J tM:en 'Puck', One PeM¥ , lllhen be was a ch i ld. Now a turth er bit of evidence ol 
the populGr"lt.y or •prext amongst, the tntelltgantsla has caie to U ght. 

Earty tn 1918, Ole editor or •Pt.a• Invited any of hta readers 'flflo waited to 
see tl!.e l r names ln print In tb e Val ro.x stor i es, to r ite met tell bl m so. 

Some weeks later, In Puck. No. 724, June 8th, 1918,'" reacs: 

V,\L rox PRIZE§ 
•The fir st t JfO letters t o be opened In r.bls week•s coape tJtl on belooged to: 

Jemie Moore, 44 Church Str eet , Seoh:a Harbour, eo. Durhru:l and Michael Redgrave, 9, 
Chapel Street , Belgr ave Square , London, s .w.• 

And 1n the Val fox stocy appe3I'S t his: •uncl e Pat turn ed rotl\d !f'ld S:111 Jennie 
t1oore llld J11oh.acl Redgrtl.ve, two yoi.m.g friends ot Val• s, stand 11'€ near by.• nlere ts 
also a picture of The SCMe, sh owing a pret t.y littl e g irl, ood a boy ln Norfolk. ;Jacket 
and bre eches - qutte a st urdy little chap . 

Now, S ir Ntc:hael Redgrave , the c:Ustlngulsbed actor born In 19(:8, •a• 
ltvtne In Lon:Son at the t lme. It seem qutte llk el.Y thererore , t.hat be mny have been 
the l11chael Redgran Who ll)peared tn •Pl.CK• and 'lllbo, lncldenta.ll)' , wroo a halt-or'Otll 
pr i ze. 

A J ette r hos been sent to Sir Hlctlael, ask.Ing 1f he was the young reader l n 
QUestton . Hts repU ts a.atted with CU3h Interest. 

R§Vt DI bz fRANX LI\! 
A studY ot the books Md characters ot 
P.c . Wodehouse, across nearly stxcy 
year s. Richard Usborne; Herbert 
Jenkins. 211• 

1 Col11Cl.61 

To all m tr ers or P.O. Wodehouse thi s book ta a 01St. Abound ing wlth quoi.ott ona 
Crom hi s various 1111"1tlngs Jt .o.'!ltes clear his mastery or th e English LMguage and hls 
method or eXJ)resslon that aurel1 ts 1.lllque. The cful)ter oo School and tb e School 81.ffle• 
ts naiural.11 or most interest to ua md It Js Jnterestlng to tlnd tn tbese stories trace, 
and begtmtngs or tllose Wodeh:lusten charact e.rl stles t hat gJve us so dJCb plea.stn 1n bla 
l a ter storie s . It 00]¥ tt-. Wodehouse cou.l d be persuaded to write a sc:hool .. sior," iode.7 Jt 
coUld not f3ll to be a aaaterp l ece tn th is , pefflBC)s, t.tw moat dttttoult ot all g.-irea or 
story . As 11r. Wodehouse SaJ'S tn M esa.ay oo School Stories published tn Tbe PubUo 
Bdlool NalaSlne; 

• The worst or school lit e , tram th e poin t or view or an author, Is thot nothing 
happens •• • or course, 1t you are brasen enough to make yotrhero t all In lon with the 
Doctor's daughter ••• a tlme aay come "1eo a writ.er llhaU rise bold enotl8h and Indepen­
dent enough to retail th e s peeob or s chool as Jt reell.J' ta , but that ti me ts not 1n . 
!be cold grey eye or the publ 1°"""1. lob-bold .~the-purse Is upa'1 ua, and we are dul'.II:>. 
RW)'ard ICtplJng went near t o 1t •• • a sellant ptooeer or tb e ldeali but ne n the ....... _ .................................................................................. -.... , ...................... ,_ .. ,, ............ --........................... -, ... ,,.__,,,_ .. , ................. ...., .. 
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conversatton ot Stnlkey & co . l eaves somethtng unsaid; not tDJCh, It Is tnie , but stil l 
soaitblng.• 

This book 11 a oodel or 'flhot such boOks sheuld be 8R1 It ts to be hoped 1n the 
fullness or time 9{1118008 111111 do tor Charles ffft.lllton ,flat Rlohard Usbome bas dme tor 
P.c. Wodehouse. 

Heettng held October 31st , 3961 

I t wos u:pected that our new met:tier f rolll Wallhenth , Staff s , Patrick Hughes would 
trOk.e hi s first eppenra'lcc , but we were d i sappoint.ad . We abo cil ssed Ge<ll'ge ctmth 3l:I erid 
John Toeiltnson, l'tlo MINI kept ctlffiY by business obltgattons. With Joe Harston I:'laklng the 
journey troo. Burton tlle .it tendanec "as nine. We ha::i o run program:,e and got ot t to an 
ear].y st..ort. 

We heard wlU'I gre:i.t pl easure thnt Honrcn Gregor:, was Qaklng good progress , though 
stlll In hospi t al nm ca,tt ned to bed. 'Ihere was no quiz ton i ght Md J l\cit C<rbett was 
<Ible t o g ive us his intere s ting talk. fbts was \llUSual In It s way ns th e sli:JJect was ... 
the slrr;,le cveryde;y art i cles that FrMk Rl<:hsrds could contl'lve to make th.e matn thenl:!s 
of his vnrtous yorns , .Acoogst the few t 1J;1fllcr t.htngs that Jack ~ntloned were - th e 
never t a tU ng sc:reai ln a stWY behind l'tilch Bunter lnvorlablY heard the al l li:i>0rtant 
lt eos ot news he shOOld not haft heard - tor tha t matt er tile scooncl artic l e • Che tM l llar 
anrr-chalr MS served the sa1re purpose tit'e an:!: tl i:e aga in - the catch on the bOl rooo. 
window .. a lldder - the well known household btuet - a blke. I. pie ce ot paper such BB a 
l ett er or a te:legrot1, oayoo a cUZTEncf note. A suit or milOur at Wherton ~e er 
Eastwood Home. Just a tew 1nstanoea, thcrC> are comtl eas others , lffilch l'l<>Uld COM: to 
ctnd . 1.11 have been th e central point rollld ,titch F'r.:rik. Richards has written so rony 
enthra l ling stor i es . We were proctsed another ot 1'Jl.ese talks tn th e New Yeti.r, same 
subject. This was followed by a talk on Clttf House and tll.e School F'rlend, ~ the 
wri ter or U'lese notes . 'l'hls ,alk gtv t ns det a ils or the pers oMel or cu rt Hcuse and 
ooq,ar t ng Ql.e f QIX)lls girls $hool with the netgttboUr1ne ooe for bays as Frtard al e. 
11le foll°"tng points or dlscuslo.D"8l"e put to th e Cllllbers. WhY" was NarJorte Raseldene 
hith erto th e lead tna d!.tll"acter a t Clif f House, shelved tor Barbara Redfern 'lltlen the 8cbool 
Friend stort.ed to reeorct the ad'Yentures ot tb! curr Howe gir l s? Would the stories ln 
School friend have had a lone er Ut e tr rrnnt Rtcttards bad written all or thetl? Wa. tll.ere 
too moh slc t ltar l ty to the ~net stor ies tor su:ces.s? \ff!Y were not th e Clreytrlm'I bOY• 
reat.Ul"ed tn the School Fri end ooca.stcnally? Thero we.re some lnter1?sttng oplntcns given 
frlhtch l asted tlll Nfreatnent t ime. 

1bere were t1.l"\her readings t rom Ted DaVJ and ltld.ge C<rbet t. To ccq:,lete a t"Ull 
pl"()gl"ata, al so ave r,, aputna rcad lrc from 1922 Hollda.)' Annual, a st. Jlll ' s stoi7 
reat tr t ng frtd)l e Etld D•orey' - •Who did save the Hill er' s Daughter?• 'nlta •as by Jack 
Ben tteld. fem Porter tt"oUght along a se t ot •cecsar CreelP B. F .t.. t or ua t o scan during 

retreshi:le nt s. ,.,_, .. ,., .... - ........... - ....... H_ ..... __ ., .. ,,, ............ ~ ...... _ ~ RlRRY BROS'lllt •• .Se~taz;l · ....... ,,. ... ,..,.,,.,, 
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t1ee51pg held NoyftS[ 1.?Ul, ]96] 
nits m1ett ng aarked the tenth am l nrsa17 or aw formation of the ,ect.lon, Sld 

· It was hoped tb ere would be an enra good atten:lanoe1 thts, 1r1tor1U\atelY, was not tbe 
case, as tbree or our regulsr ment:ier s were \mllble to be present, clJe to stekne.ss. Frank 
Urwr1n, Honm1 Pregnell Md JOOl'l Farrell are nrel)' absent , and tbetr COlll>MY' was grea t.17 
mi ssed, md Mi l ook forward i.o their return at. the next get-togeUler, tile l ast of lb e 
old 79.r . 

In v-lew or the low att endance , our s chedul ed progl'"QmlQ bad to be N1'1st:d , but 
qu ite a good tlt:11 wns had bJ all ; dl!cuaslon s on a vnrtety or topic s pas sed the tloe 
very ple o.sant].y, U'ld a Uterary qu tt. pruented by Frlf\k Case (won easily bf JID Wal~) 
was g l1'en a good recep ti on. 

As al11BYa, ntn~loek BIT1ved all too qutcklY, anC1 tt WllS reluotantlJ that we 
had to l eave th e wan:t end eOllt'ortable at.mosphere of Bill W'lndsor1 s hous e; how ntee t.o 
be mine host on occasions Uke Ults, with out the neeesstr ,y or a hoaeward bOWld j oumeY" 
1n the kind of da:111 and d i smal MaU'ler we are exper i encing at the mom9nt. 

Next cieetlng, 10th December at FrMk U'lwtn• a, 6 p.m. ( subj ect to alteration tn 
tllbtch case mecbers will be adVl sed b)' post .) 

Heetlnse SatJ.Ed9,Ye Jt9) Ngvellt>er1 J96J. 
This o.:,nth 1s meeti ng was a Tel")' epec lal occasloo. We had a d l sUngu l shed gues t , 

&t o Fayne , Editor ot •Collectors• Digest• lf)o bad trnTelled ti> fro m London espec1all7 
to be present. The ceettng coa:imced at 6.2(1 p.r:i., 11llCh earlie r Uion. Wlual, OS a b1£1)81" 
~grnr;Ele hod been arranged , md It was f elt that El'l ear lY start was 8d'r l.sable - and so 
it pro1"13d. The dense tog ot the prnlous day had provident 111:Y cleared ~. flld "'° we 
had an atterx!ance of 25, lnc lucllng t.wo oth er wclcoce guest s, ttr. md Hrs. J . Alli son. 
One hesitate s t o proit,esy hOII' l!BllY' ot us wOUld have been Bble to 1!13ke th e j oUl'l)e)' hod th e 
toe perststedl 

Arter extend ing a warm welc.ome t o F.rto Fayne, our chalrDan , oeo rtrey Wtlde , patd 
tribut e io the pre'ft ous editor Md tolB'lder, w 1$ e Herbert Leckenby , thi s bein g 
espeotal.17 appropri a te on NoTectler tlth , R«:iean'\'.ll'ICe Day-. In his NPl.7 Erlo e:1presse d 
pleasure at th e wan:i wel come he had reoe tved , am. ott ered us gre etin gs trom hlm.selt and 
th e other mectier s ot th ~ London Club. Be too , pa id tribute to Herbert, Who, as he sa id, 
had t olmded the •c .0 . 1 em had been Che lns>lrattoo ot T.he Old Boys• Book Cllm movement, 
tt'ltcb had g iven so r:u:h pleasure CO us a ll. He was delighted tQ be present, and coo­
ClUded bis short ooctress wtt:b •h ere 1s io the next t lliE.• 

Pormol busine ss "3S out d°"1 to tbe mlnllrDD. Jet*. Wood• s Items or news th is ioonth 
oonccrn ed P.O. Wodehouse 's autobloerai,b.Y . It appear,, tbat •P. O. • In bl a earll' da,ya, had 
work publ t shed unaer several oth er names . 

Th.en we ciade a start on the progra.aDe proper. nt e t trst It em, by Oeottrey Wlld e, 
waa a talk about that " ell-tnoRn , but rather neglected Greytr le.r .s char &Gt er, Cl au:ie 
Ro!lk.tns. th e musical gen i us or th e Shell. lotter a 81Jr'ft7 of tbe Nagnet ator t es In ftlJd't 
Ro*lna appeared, Sld a !hrellld esttlt!te ot h i s char o.oter , Georr, concluded by g tTlng us 
slJ: vnrlatlona on the p i ano ot 911Mt be termed tt.ll,e orqtttnrs them,' belzll: baaed oo the 
not es o . E am A, Cran the ,rord Oreytrtars, a.s tM7 might han been o~ ed by Hosk in s 
h tmselt tn t,be custo rooc. ffiey n,presented respectlwll' {1) 81117 Bmter, ( 2) ffl8 
Famous Ft w , (.})tr.Bock er, (4) Oreytrtera ba)'a and Clltr House girls boatlng on th e 
88rlc on a 1111C1er dlO', ( 5) Veffl0n"'6mlth am (6) an event,- ~ tn &lit schoo l Qiape J.. 
_ .. ,..,,.,.,..,,.,_u,.._,.,..,.,._.,, .. _,.,,, ... .,., ... .,.,,.,,~,.,-.,....., .. .., ____ ,.,_.,.,,..,,.,,_,.,.,,,,...,.,.,., .. ,,, ,.,,,.,, ,..,,..,.,, .. _,, ___ , .. ~,""''" '...,"''" 
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Very opproprt e t.e am am teal they were - CIUCb aore ,o tb.a, c:uch or the sturr Jl.a!SI,. u 
iMJatc wttb l'fllch we nre N galed nowodD.YI on wlNlets e.M t elevlston & 

The next ti.ea wu o spelling CCQ)8tttt on de•lsed by Oen,y Alll-,n , tor ltlloh 

postal z:,elmen had al.Nod)' ccqilet td tbetr entri es. A poca , properl.y spil t , htJd to bl 

translated into the pecUl.tar nrd dl1tlncttve spenq or the Ndcdl ~ l• Sebaat1~ Gtnae.r1 
Bill WllllSISOn ren ou1 a haRltoDt wtmer, hi s pr i ze beln«; t.'90 Wodeh:Nse •Psit tb • boOka. 

ni en ome e ocritt'tbuttoo trom another gue1t or tht nentng , ttr. Jack AlllaCJ'I -
a oreytr t or1 atoey In Lntln b:y Frank Rlctmrd s , publlllhed In 'l'1\t T t?:1es F.dueatt~ Buppl~ 

ment. Hr. Al lison ren:1oNd th e S\.ory n ry erreotl vt l1 , pm-t).y In Latin at 'fll"ltten, and 

pm-t ]Jr tn £nc) lsh. E'Ym those or us wtth no knoWledee ot Let.In to\lld that , with II pri nted 

copy before us , we cauld follow tht sc.or, qui te wtl l. Tbta wa, a cost mw,ual Sld lnt.erts t ­

ln& l'-
&lo Fqne bad a cClll)etttt on tcr us atte r retre.sh:Jinta hod been dl1p,osed or, this 

be ing a QUh~ •out ot U'le Bag.• We 1'fQl't divided Int o t wo t eam , capt a ined b)' oeo tr Wilde 

ard Gefff AIU sm , and ooq>Gt ttors hid to an!IMr a quest ion drcffl out or th e beg, a correc c. 

an,,rer wtn, Ing one poin t.. It f.he ccq,et.l tor could not Ml.w,er, lt was paastd to th e oth er 

um , a ccrTOCt aNlll'er "lmln& U1ret polnts . Af~r m, round the secre W.l& a u , , but ate.er 
a aecord ro\lld Geott Wtlde•• t.eao won a n2l"!'OW vtctory . lc-10 ~lded a prt t.t ror each 

Dld>er or th e wtmlqi: t eao. 
To conclude a nry tntenstlng evening, BN cze Bentl e)' gavt us a t.a1k oo the 

Ccq,onton Papers , all of ftlt oh he had rc3:I and enl 019d. \.a\Uat pQ tng trlbu tAI to thea 
411 he belltwd t.hnt , en t he Wh:>lt , Uw N.lenet wo.a t.he pfck , MCI gaw us hb res.son s tor 

10 do tr.i:. J.. shol"\ debar.a tollOl'fClCI, a.rtna: tlh lch Breeze maweNd quest ion, tnJc ce:t>•·• a, 

van OWi po lnt s. 
Geotr WU.de suggested that we migh t hill'& o slJ:111.v-""°grtll:ll& on thts thect In Che 

near tu t.ur1, but en the lines or o. gooera.J. debate . 
By now tt w0,1 9. t,0 p.m, , am OUD very er"OWlled but m,t e n,O)'Sblt ceet t~ wa, 

ended . w, hope that., 1n the not '°° dls tmt. tutUN , t he editor of the •c.o •• will be 

abl • t.o PLO' ua another vt , t t. 
A.tnl41 art-.caa Part,f - SaurctO' • Deceti>er 9'h , C,(l:llll')Olng at 4 PA 

FR/INK KAAOCCK • Seorctar)' , 

ffle penultlm t t 11tettng or 1961 ..., h eld at the residence or Retmen Codsa.Te, Ui.at 

eminent ?lehon Lee enU\u.alast . Date , S\llda¥, Uov, 19th . Highlight. or a. Te.ry sueceur ut 

meet.Ing we.a th e pl aying or the AU5trallan tape lJY' Eric Fa,ne . tt gave the greatest or 

pl easure to the 25 med>trS present to lin en to our Austral.t an and Hew Zealand friends, 
even tr nt Jost tbe •.uhes • (ll'ld had to warm ouraelna with an tlec tr lc tlr e . ReUben gave 

a nry ftw\Y Ntl:Kll LH rtadlng , Don WtNter obll&tcl wtUl a rNdlng r ro. tn Issue ot 
•Pwtch,• Brian Doyle rer.dered a &ood quiz and tbt •Dut t cooked up an old boys• paper, 
quiz for us to puzzle our brains . A dlscus.slon about our •Ce.ct catalogu e t.ook pl ace anCI 

lt was agreed to acc ept. Horace Roberta' tend er . 
Thi Olrtsta.as meeting will bl held at Brian Do,yle•s Carden Flat , 1' , Northboumt 

Ro.ct, LondOn, s .w.4,. Ttle phone md>t r ts NI.C4Ul~ 79J/>. Tbo5e 'llltw> Intend to bt prueit 

e let Brian lc;noW elt.ber to' poat or phone. f1 ll ln& to Clo this Mtll Incur an lq:l,ot. 

J. ltn • .spreed b7 Rtl.tlen and t!ra. Codsan he lped to .Dike a. nrY loll.J meetl nc, 

Not fol"lt t.tlng Roger dh poos lng th t Hm:iUtonlan library lt tt'IS. Thus lock•up once aca ln 

ll'ltll Dec. 19th. 
t.l<ClL l!JlJ.INIH . 

~ 

Dt SJ)ltt a sudden re turn to wintry condltlon1 t.he ::aeti>erst enthuslua wun•t 
daq,ened _'llhen_ th ey 1a th er 1e1 tor the Hour.tier coet lrc .at th e,_Bock,,B~ aln a~a~.can ... ldW 
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rendet.'fous 1t ever there "8B one) . on '!bur.,clay 17th at 6 p.m. .l good atcendance set 
tlle pace ror the even 1na and a b\q>er Cl"OP or mall eiede tor a very pleasenc. bour' s read­
ing and discu ss ion . 

rrom near at band came greetings rrom Jack Hur'tagh or Netf Zealand• extremelY 
pl eased to hear the news or th e t ape r ecording and. from tar etleld \he ever "e l come 
•Fog.born• bringing turtb er news or the tap e' s bapJ.'Y nc epUon... We ar e blu.sblng all 
onr agatn , Frank, at thi s second crop or coq>lt CIE!'nt.9 ttfl.lch you have so generoual.Y pub-­
ltlhed. in 7om.· little newspaper. One and an we are looktng ronran:t to your tape 11ta1cb 
will be our Mew Tear treat, 

Absent meaber s Bruce Fowler and J.rUu- Holland were both With us t.Ml'lU to their 
tnt eresitng letters and th eir vlem on the future actlvttl es or the ell.lb wet"e ravounbl.Y 
recetved by those pr esent.. 

Highl ight or the evening was a generous gtr t from Ron Hodg.son t.o wtX>m ..e send 
our 1X1st sincere thanks. Ron wrote u., a deta iled aecoWlt or th e rem ton at Chest,ertteld 
and cotti)leted th e ptctur e wtth a set of eight photos , all beautttully !WI.rited and d~ 
tailed t o bring a littl e cl oser t o us thos e folJc flbom we know ao well by name In c.o. 
Cantt re metrber Mum "etve had so cuch pleasure at a meeting .. each r:,ed:ler finding there­
in something or per sonal inter est as they dt,covered th e nac,e of scmeone NK>se article s 
they had enjoyed or s omeone l lke Ron htmseU or Barry Broster lltlo han done so imch to 
spread abroad the spirit or the hobby. 

When t.he uettecent Md alltl:IEN!d dOtlfl t.he chairman &yd Snr,r.b amo111eed the 
lat est pl ans tor produetton or the c.u . mgutn e No. 4. Everything Is Unet:1 up t or 
production on SW'ldaY 26th Nov. with the meJ:bers lending their wtlltng wscl es to the 
printing and the s eCNtary eas t In th e wlllirll rol e or printer • s devtl - should be great 
t \ll proouetng our own m.ga:. lne end we hope all you tolk will join us tn the enjo,ment 
l'ltl.en you read 1 t. 

Details ot the eaterlng tor the Xmas party tMN ttnallzed and a program:oe 
decided on - each mea>er wUl provid e a short. reading rrom th eir r avourlte Imas story 
Md th e rest of the evening will be spent ln out-balt erlng 8111ter. 

With the tea:perature chilly and th e oarp, ess without It was a ve['J' cosy U t tl e 
halt hour Mllch mentlers enj oyed at th e l oca l cott ee attop mtll th e ceet.lng cl osed o.t 
9.15 p. m. 

Last thought • wish you could all j o in us tor H Ioos Party as we f eel tts 
goin g to be a t erTltl e show ... how abOut bopping aboard a j et t.o be with us? •••• .tll 
most weleomet s. PATE (secretary ). 

Sexton Blake Today 
Latest s exton Blake Novels Reviewed bY HARGARET COOKE 

JACK meyat p r 

.t brill i ant. sens itive pi ece of wr tttn g by Jack Trevor Story depleting sexton 
Blake ns a mn experi encing all Ille h\Dfin eaottoo s .. nostalgi a, apprehension , anger,. 
bewilderment, passion, tend ernes.s and anxt et.Y. The beauty ot the langue.ge alone makes 
this book a toustt t or all coll ectors. . 

Called to St. Ives by a Cl)'stertous le t ter n-om an old lov e, Blak.e began his 
Jolrney ""tnto .H111tlngdonshtre .. eootla\lll1,Y . dist~ _by .. th e_ memor7 .or ,hal.t-f orgot.ten ... ,ff"'' 
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people and places, anxious tor the coq>aey or Tinker or Paula but convtneed that he 1111St 
race whatever the paat had to reveal alone desPlte hts reluc t ance to coq,l ete the Journe)'. 
An odd mood t or th e usually assured Slake and one Ythlch Tant.shed suddenlf fllhen the old ... 
l ove • s ~and tried t o murt1er htl:.i. Mort atte111>t s to wrder him, an Inter l ude t or love 
foll owed b7 a desPera t e ri ght tor survival , gOOd charactcrtza tl on and the u.sual J.T.S. 
twi st to the ending me.kt f.hls a memrabl e and u:ctt lng book. 

All the charae t ers 8N well drtftl but Bas ll Valentine HUbert Hoss .. huaband at t ba 
old l ove. aiarmten , deseMea speelal pra i se. •A Pll!DI>, bl lllC1, oveJ""'dressed aan; over 
sha."led and over grooried, Jltlo had never done anytlll ng except tor cam reward; - fttiose 
taQlet' had t o pay cash t or every examination passed . every sporting achievement •; blaek­
mtler , trait.or, cheat and sadist, llhool everybody hated but Ulderstood Md to '114\om their 
hatred was tq>Ortont because he needed to be knmm - even to be cursed: - a man Whose 
reputa tJ on tor cheatin g was hi s safeguard qalnst. retr lbutton. 

A IDOVtng, son:ttl mes amstng, &etlon-pack.ed novel , Rating &xeellent 

BWETS ARE 11<U1PS 
A tough stor'Y or bloodshed and vlol eace, I .R. A.. activities, and siugglSng on a 

large scale In the l rlsh border coll'ltr')' . 
With Har t en Lang as coq,anlon, tinker went to Eire t o fnvest lgat e reports t hat 

Michae l Bol and was livin g near the border afte r ht s escA,pe rro m an F.ngllsfl. jatl. 
•Find out ftbat be ts up t.o. Uncover th e l at.est racket . Hake th e Ir 19b duly 

uate tUl. - they wont oppose extrad tLton then• Blake hOO sald adcH.n.g • 110 giving you 
qui t e a job, Tinker.• 

• 1 can tak e 1 t.' Tinker had answered - and J:t"QTed that he could. Tinker at hi s 
best , racing and deteattng Blake' s old enmiw Hlchael Solana. A ltk eabl e, fas t110vt ng 
Ttnker not seen for a long time. 

A well-pl anned, well-written bclok f ull or good charac t ers , suspense and eontrast.s: 
• th e ugliness or death by Tlol ence In a peacetUl sc l lln g oot11tryslde, - the urgency and 
danger or Tinker ' s task shoNi agains t the backgroWld or ltght relleC provided bY' Br tdie t 
Nort arty t a rtrm belt et that Tinker • s bant er 1taa a declaration or love tor her self. 

Rat lng - Ve'f'1 good 

.(); . 4' . .... . 
.1;·0T'.!.':h ARTl;C!<E in Bill Hubbard's popul a r se ri es of HARD CO'fER CLASSICS 

will appear in Collectors • Digest in t he near future, 

IT •s LATi:il THAil YOU THINK! The Annuals are coming off the print-
ing ma.chines. It is too late now to increase the number we are 
pr intin g , and there will onl y be a very li mited num.ber for latecomers. 
If you have not yet ordered your 1961 Annual , do not delay or you may 
be disappointed . The Great est Annual in the Wide, Wide \lorld , 

ORD ER NOWl 
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