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O.B.B.C. Northern Section 

PRESIDENT - P. G. WIEHOUSE 

SPECIAL AllNOUNc»!ENT: The Northe rn Section Library , first in 
th e field , nov offers an unrivalled variety of Juvenile Litera­
ture to Old Boys - and Gir l s - of all ages . Sane 3 , 100 books and 
papers, half of them llaadltonian items, are availa bl e f or 
borrowi ng, llcre are a fe., of · than: - · 

Boy.' s Herald ; Boy' s Friend; B.F • .I4 b; Boy's Realm ; Big Callie; 
Chuckles; Capt qin ; Chipe ; Callie Cuts; · Cheerio ·; Champion; 
Det ecti ve· Weekly; Firefly ; Gen; Greyfriars Herald ; Holiday 
Annual; Jes te r; Lot o ' Full; Magnet; Jlarv el; Modern Boy; 
Monster Lib; Merry and Bright; My Queen Lib . - (Aldine); Helson 
Lee Libs - all series ; Pluck; Popular; Puck; Rocket; Robin 
Hood Lib - A.P. and Aldine; Rainbov; Red Magazine; Story 
Nuggets; Schoolboy's (and SchooJ..p.rl •s) Own Libs ; Sexton Bl ake 
Lib; School;p. rl; Thrill e r; TriumJi,; Tiger Tim' ~ Tal es; Ucl.on 
Jack; Wizard; Wonderland Tales; Young Britain; Young Folk 's 
Tales ; et c., etc. 

Also C01Dplete sets of the following: Bunter Books; Tan Mercy 
Books; William Books; Tedey Lester Books; The Coll ector 's 
Dlgost; Collec tor' s .Dlgost Amual . 

For info:nDBtion vrit e t he librari an: 

Gercy Allison, 
3, Bingle y Road , 

Mens to n, 
Ilkl ey. 

Tele Ji,one: Mens ton 3901 • 

PUWIB lXlN'T RlRG!T THE EASTBR OONVE1'rION OF THE OLD BOY' S BOOK 
CLUBS Kl BEA!11'HUL IIATLOQC. OIJJ'INGS, TAllCS, GA!r.ES, 001"l'ESTS, 
SWPS, CRISS-CROSS QUIZ, BUNTffi DRIVl!, BINGO, ETC. 

18tes April 21 at, 22nd, 23rd. _ _,___ .. , ... _ ... ____________ ,,, __ .. _ ...... ,-..... --.. --
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EDITORIAL 
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111!0 'S COCK HOUSE? 
That cry, which hns echoed down the corridors of St . Jim's for 

more than fifty years is now resounding in the assembly halls of our 
Clubs . It is t o be welcomed , Friendly rivalry brings i n its train 
th e spice of life and plenty of fun and exci t ement. 

Our north ern club is entitled to sound its tI'\J!Dpot 3 little just 
now. Two o.ppearonces on T::1:levision, followed by very many notices in 
the north ' s leading newspapers , have given impetus to enthusiasm and 
justifiable pride , Now we learn that the celebr a ted novelist, P. G. 
Wodehouse has accep ted ttie presidency of our club in the Ncrth . !lo 
wonder th ose l ive-wir es , Gerry Allison & Co., are cock-a -hoop these 
days . lie congratulate our good friends in th e North . 

last month our London club thre>1 ope~ its Hamilt on Library to 
al l enthusiasts, whethe r club-meobers or not. This month, the North 
has tak en a full - poge i n the Digest to offe r on lo an 3,000 books and 
ol d boys 1 0.apers . Canpeti tion is "hot t ing-up" with :i vengeanc e . 

There i s , of course, a school of thought which i s not happy at 
too much publicity being given to our movement. An inflow of new mem­
bers could , no donht, be absorbed by our Leeds club, with its l arge 
pc=nont clu b-l'OQII. I t would clearly be welcome . 

The some thing , possibly , does not apply to London, which holds 
most of its meetings a t the banes of diff erent members. In the lounge 
of the average -sized house there comes a t ime when s atura tion point is 
reached; when, in fact, an additional half-dozen persons make all the 
difference _ .. between ... comfort and .. a . modicum __ of .. discomfort . .... _Sane, ... too, ......... .. 
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might regret the passing of the intimncy of the smaller gatherings . 
There i s the added fac to r tha t core and more people becoming 

collectors forc es high er and higher the prices of items which are 
becoming rarer ond rarer . A read er , whose l et te r appears in this month's 
Yours Sinc ere:cy , was asked to pey £17 f or a vol\Zle cont aining 34 lla8nets 
of 1939. Such price s are depl orabl e and beyond ccanon-sens e . Oi, the 
oth er hruld , it con be argued that , when collecting is no longe r a 
practical pro posit ion , th e club lib raries fill t ho gap. 

Furth ermore, the p.ibli city won by our North ern Club gives our 
movement and hobby t he pres tige which ve all know it dese rves . 

So the re are tvo vnys of looking at th e matte r. lie , oursel ves , 
poss no opi nion e ith er vay . So far as Coll ec tors ' Digest is concerned , 
th e more support ve get , t he happi er we are . 

In o:ey case , riv alry and competition between the club s i s an 
exce llent thing. Long may it flourish. So we have no hesitatio n in 
calling f or three cheers for the Nort h , the live wire s of this Spring 
of 1962 . 

THE EASTER CO!IVENTION: 
lie t llke t his opportunity t o draw the a tt enti on of al l cl ub members 

t o the O. B. B. C. Convention which is boing hel d nt Easter at the Queen ' s 
Heo.d Hot el , Matlock , th e genial host of which is one of our most loyal 
supporters , Kr . John Gt= . The Convention is being or ganised t o give 
members a grond tim e among good fri ends of similar interests. A vi si t 
to Matl ock thi s E..ster will provid e a holiday to remember. All in­
toros ted members should conta ct the ir local secre taries , or Mr. Gunn 
at M: .tlock. 

PIW!O IS COMING BACX ! 
T:ie Edit or of Sexton Blake Library gives us most wel come and 

exciting news. Pedro, tho spl endi d bloodhound, which once made a fino 
team with Sext on Blllke and Tinker , i s coming bock. A nev story , 
featur ing Pedro, is being written for early presenta t ion in th e Sexton 
Bloke Library . 

Large numbers of readers wrote t o u s expressing delight vi th tho 
picture of Pedro which we reproduced in th e re cent C.D. Annual . Maey 
sigbo d for th o days wl)en Pedro supported hi s famous master . Nov, in 
1962, Pedro is going to support Sexton Blak e again , 

lie hope that our readers will tell t heir friends of thi s caning 
t rea t , and will bu,y tho sto ry themselves, thus shoving th eir appreci ­
ation of so welcome a gesture. 
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CONTRIWrIONS 1/J\NTED: 
Article s are needed for our Bl akiana and Nelson Lee Columns. 

The supply is rurming short. If you have any vi ews on ar.y particular 
facet of Sexton Blake or St . Frank ' s l ore , or any ilew slant on an old 
theme , pl e:ise jot down your id eas on paper and send them nlong . Our 
Columnists will welcome them warmly. 

THE EDITOR. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

REVI E 'i 

"BUNTER, THE CARAVMl'ID\" (Frank Richards ) Cass ell ' s 9/6. 

The f irst posthumously -p,blished story by Frank Richards must 
inevitably be read with soo,e feeling of sadness by Greyfriars fans . 
Nevert heless , there is nothing but brightness am happiness in thi s 
deli ght ful , open- 3i r story . It is quite one of the best of the 
post - war Bunters . 

It is reminiscent of the "Bunter, the Bi llionaire" ser i es of 
some 2:1 years ago . Jarvish , the pseudo-philanthropist of that 
series, has become Jervis , am whereas J.:rvish offered Bunte r 
billi ons of pounds , Jervis offers him a carnvrui holida y with all 
expenses i;aid. 

It i s a trifl e hard to believe , perhaps , that a man, seeking 
to avoid attrncting at tention, would elect to tour the countryside 
wi th si x schoo l boys in a horse-drawn , bright red caravan . On the 
other hand, it i s remotely possib l e that he might do just tha t. 

In any case , thi s i s a most readable tale, set in the glorious 
southern -England countryside , with wann Spring sunshine thrown i n . 
Greyfri ars fans will find t hemsel ves in t hei r nost algic elemen t, and 
they cannot go wrong wit h this one . 
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THOMSON PAPERS \IERE FOR BOYS 

by P, J . IIJ\NGER 

Soon the e ld er of my tw o sons will, if ho i s o.nything like his 
fud , demand a large supply of exciting reading material. 

At th e moment he is happy with his PLAYHOUR and t here are other 
comics to int eres t hio. But when the time canes for him to read 
s tori es , as opposed to viewing pictures , well , poor l ad , my heart 
bleeds for him. 

To a bey , only vaguely ccns,ious of the economic difficulties and 
the gathering sto:nn ( we haven • t made much progress hav e we?) the 
Thirti es was a good time to be lllive . .uthough th o choice was large, 
th e little group in which I moved comprised only the Champi on and th e 
Thanson's Bi g Fiv e . 

lie had hoard of t he ot hers! Being a keen film fo.n, I took an 
occasional Boys• Cinama but I c:efini tely couldn • t swop it on equal 
t ams. Anoth er fellow in our group took the Modern Boy. He couldn ' t 
svop on any terms . 

The Magnet was considered highbrow and oven tod ay I r egard it as 
an adul t po.per . The Wharton Rebel series , for example , was too in­
volved for young boys . The Thanson papers were fo r beys , for young 
boys, for beys who had j ust learned to read, T!,ey were what beys 
wanted and not what adults thought t hey ought to have. 

My firs t love was The Rover , and i n its pages I read a football 
serial that remains in my memory t o this dey . I am not sure that I 
can recember t he title but I think it was called "LA'o'RiiliCE, THE MARVEL 
TRAINER." At any rate, he was the central fi{;llr8 in the story - at 
th e out set . 

It concerned a football team, the Red Rangers. Even to my young 
cind i t was obviously modelled on the Arsenal of the "thirtie s" . lihen 
the fans as srnbled on th e t erraces for the opening of a new season, 
they notic ~ grim-looking building at th e back of the terrace. It 
was into this building that injured Red Rangers were taken for t rea t ­
ment . They must have played some dirty t eams fo r two of thre e went 
i n during every match, but after only a few minutes th e injured 
playel>! came out , completely cured of whatever had ailed them. Broken 
limbs, crushed ribs , concussion; t hey were all cured within a matt er 
of minutes . 

As the story unfo l ds the secret of the building is r evealed t o 
the readers . A huge black Z,tl u wit chdoctor named CHAMBO is the secret 
................... ._ ... ,_ ........... .- .......... -, .. - ... ..,, .............. ., ...................... , ............ ,,,.,,, ...................................... ,,, ......... ,, .. ,, ........................ . 
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occupant who accaaplishes the se miraculous cures . 

It tr anspires that (,'hambo is a fabulous goalkeeper who never let 
a goal through , N_turally the Red Rangers acquired his services . 

The inevitable crooks try to stop the teem from winning the F.A. 
Cup. At the Semi- final , the whol e team (except Chambo) i s crocked only 
minutes before th e kick - off and Chambo has no time to work his cures , 
So the other te n members of the team , complete with bandage s and 
crutches, stam on the field of play whilst the Red R:·ngers opponents 
"shoot in 11 at c:,ambo for the whole ninet y minutes of the game and 
Chembo keeps the lea ther out all the tine . As a result of t his r.iarat hon 
effort the Semi-final is drawn and by the time the re -play ccxnes around 
the te am in fit agai n . Needless to say th e Red Ranger s win t hei r way 
to Wembley , 

The T. omson papers are noted for th eir sensational and col ourful 
covers and I rooiember one of the above ancident .. ~ 

Between the Sm:ii- final am the F. A. Cup final, there i s , in real 
life , a gap of six t o seven weeks, In a story of the F.A. Cup, topi ­
cality must have presented difficulties . In this s tory the problem 
was ":Jolved in a novel wS3. 

Chacbo was obli ged t o return t o Africa to attend to tribal matters 
and Lawrence accoopanied him , After many adventures they arrived back 
just i n the nick of t ime for the kick-off at Wembley. 

I have read many football sto rie s si nce thi s but not one has made 
the saoe impact , Was it a story of outs tandi ng que.li ty or was its 
effect due t o the fact that it fell on a young mind? 

Although I haven ' t see n a Rover of this vintage fo r twenty years 
there are many other stories I ra:nember, "Peter Paine - t he seven f oot 
school boy", "The Dinosaur Ccaes Aliv e" , 11Bl ack IXmcan - the h.anmer of 
th e Cl ans", "Tise Leaping Avengers of the Sno,s", "Hawkeye - t he Red 
Indian Detect ive" , and "Poor Blind Joe" are just a few t o coce to mind . 

I took all five of t he Thomson papers for varying lengths of time , 
The Rover was my first love, but my next big love was t o be the Hotspur 
which t iI:!e was t o prove second only to The Magnet. 

The youngest Thomson paper was to be one that spec i alized in 
schoo l sto ries and I have always though t of the Hotspur as my Prep . 
School before going t o GREYFRIARS. 

The school ranged from the convent ional Public School (Red Circle, 
for which th e Hotsiur was famous) t o "The School of the Gestapo" . 

In "The Shadow of the Asegi" n cl ass of schoo l beys wns captured by 
Cetcweyo, a Zulu Chief, during the Zulu War. A typical cover depicted 
Cetewa.yo .. orde ri W his ,bl ack. ann,r .. to . march over a .. cliff , - .. which .. ,the;r .. did. 



It was in this story that I first met the horri bl e torture of spreod ­
eagling the victim, near an anthill , and smearing his body with honey. 
I introduced this to r ture i nto an English composit ion much to the 
horror of my Schoolmistress. . 

Another sto ry cal l ed "Down with Home Lessons" tells i ts own 
plo t and "Red Coat" was a Mountie t ruant office r in the backwoods of 
Canada . 

"The fil8 St i ff" i,as a school teacher with unusual methods of 
teaching . One of his examination papers ( there was a cover of this) 
asked t he following questiona :-

a) What was the colour of Queen Elizabeth • s Wedding Dress? 

b ) How cuch earth is there in a hole s ix feet by t hree feet 
by four feet? 

After a run of twenty-si x years (and a World War II survival 
medal) the Hotspir suffered a most terrible fate . In 1959 it was re­
i ssued as the New Hotspir Ill PICTUR::3! I buy a co-py occasionally more 
out of mourning than respect . An old story "The lost School" is now 
depicted in pictures i n t he "New Hots pir" . 

I r ecall a s t ory of Bri tain invaded i n The Skippe r . The il! vaders 
were Asi atics and yet another cover imprinted in my memory shows the 
inVading troops advancing on the British posi tiona under the cover of 
women and children in chains . 

The .Adventure gave us 11 Strang the Terrible 11 and "Solo Solomon" .. 
Als o a s tory of a Red Indian Olympic Champion who l ed his peopl e back 
to the wilds to prevent them from going soft . "Chang, the Hatche t Man of 
Red Gulch" was a Chinese Sheriff who slung a pair of hatchets in his 
holsters in place of t he mor e conven t ional si x-guns . 

The Wizard , the only survi vor of t he original Big Five will 
always be re<lecbered for Wilson , t he super athle t e , who did a four 
millllte mile while Roger Bannister was st ill at school. 

Free gifts given with the Thomson papers were usually booklets 
and a particularly fine se t was given t o celebrate th e Coronation of 
His Mogesty King George VI in 1937. 

I end this article by making an appeal to the Thomson Papers to 
lift the veil of secrecy from these fin e papers .. They have , for well 
over thirty years given pleasure to millions of boys and they are 
reonembered with sincere affectio n as t he first reading material pur­
chased by so IIl8I1Y. 

Yes ! indeed, Thomson Papers were fo r Boys . 
,.,.,,,_H_ ,,..,.., __ .,_.._ .,.,,_ ,,..,,,.,.,., ...... .,.,.,,....,.,..,,., .. ,.,_.,..,,_..,..,_,.,,..,,.,, .. ,.,..,,.,.,,.,,.,_,.,.,.,.,.,..,.,,,..,,,.,~,..,,..,,.,,.,,,,,,.. 



Sexton Blake Today 
MARG.\REI' COOKE reviews th e late st novel s in t he 

Sexton Blake Library 

DEAD a1 CtE CNo, 4251 DESIO<D REIQ 

When Linda Fa lrw a.y, star pupil or the F.d. Cooch Modem Acting AcOOeiey-decided to 
111:J)rovlse on a theme ot sulclde aurtng a, acadeey sessi on, she &ave a more realist ic per,-, 
! onnance Uull 6l e expected and gave Sexton Blake a tOUih ca.se to solve . 

An excellen t book, well wrlt tm, and very well planned: - a tale or CfJl"de.r end black • 
mall set Jn the phoney at ciosphere or the Cooch Acadeey Nl by E'.d. Cooch, one t ime small • 
part aetor turn ed tu t or to rtcn yoq s tag~stMICk characters 'flhose t alents were unrec og-
ni sed and unwanted by tl'le eonveni.tonal lchools or Drame. An lnte restln& and amusing bunch 
ot Charac t ers, excellen tll' portraYed , plaY out an Interesting and Intriguing p l ot , Nllls) 
suton Bl ake , Arthur Kirby, superinte ndent D.lkelow ard Sergeant Hal!l!lltt t ry t o so l ve the 
ques tion - 1 d ld Lind a Fa lt"JMY com:iU. su i c i de , or qs ahe murdered'?• 

.l book ttttch r eall.¥ does f ulfil au t he Cla los or th e adVance blurb and one lltllch 
shoUld not be missed by collectors . The caitents or thi s book are so good th at I ree l 
sun that another firs t cl ass author ts about. t-O graduate trom the Reid Acadeur, In tll t very 
near future. 

cort: DARK, ca£ EVIL (No. 496) WILFRED ?1CNEllLY 

.t fir st class tale ot lltfit e.ry, black magi c Md rltual murder by Wlltrec1 rt:Ne1ll.)' , 
Its plot mto la lng grad..lall.)' to the •ao,,otonoUs tiypnot lc throb or drum stroked bY huoan 
hands,• - lt s tension rising stead ll.)' trom the ei:cellmt scen e-s ettln& or the openi ng 
chapters t o th e sur,>rlse endtna. An aotl on packed st ory In "11ch the DSln characters 
exper ience th e run ranae or huoan eGJOtl ons - tears , ,Eflier, lust, tear end cola, calm 
courage. Lciulse Pr ingl e , makt~ one or her rare appearances as a star charac t er , was 
well porira,yed by ttr. HcNelll.)' who seem to like and tmers t M.d the s.B.L. t olk. Once 
agai n he has prodUcecl SCDE! novel s ituati ons to anise , disgus t and exc it e h is r eaders • and 
mce again , hi s Ol'lll Iron ic tu.l:loi.r Increases our enjoyment ot hl .s w:>rk. 

A well-wrtu en, well - phtlned book which Jtl.ould s uit al l tastes, but e,pect a.l]Jr t hOSe 
Nlo ltk e a tough deterclned Blake md e sto ry 'fftth e. strong pl ot . I recocmend It to al l 
old readers. ttr. HcNe lll.J deservea our cmgrat u.latlons on hi s nonl . Congratu la tions 
should al,o be ext ended to cover destgner'3 H. Cortlell a and S. S&rany t or the clne.r 
des lgn or thi s book. 

HCII THEY' Bf.CAN H01 17 

Ttl Is month's conr brings you the t Lrst ls.sue or •RED ARRGI" 
one or the popul ar Thomson i>apers • 

.................... ..,.. ........................ , ................... ,.,. ................................................ ,. .................... ., ........ ,_, .. ,,,, .. ., .... ,,,, .. , ........ , ... ,.,,,,.,,,,.,..,.,,,,.,,,,, 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Conducted by JACK WOOD 

I ~,as wondering where on earth an idea was going to come from 
for future C.D. artic l es; and then , in answer t o my t houghts , the 
postcan brought a bundle of manuscript s fr cm var ious readers, forward ed 
by our editor - in-chief . 

F:,oo, the pile, I picked out the work of a new contributor , Ross 
Woods - or as she may be better known t o some of us - Mrs. Jack Trevor 
Story. Welcome to the Col umn, and her e's hoping for more contributions 
from an obviously sympathetic author , 

RAIIDFORrll FOR EVER 

By ROSS woore 
As a staunch "H ndforthian " I feel I simply can ' t allow Frank 

Ley ' s remarks about Edward Oswald. (in Controversial E::hoes , December 
C. D. ) to pass unchall enged. For one thing (steady , 11.!miltonians!} I 
resent th e cate gory - or should I say the company - in which Frank 
placed him , I liked the MAGNm' storie s but for me th ey were spoiled 
bY the i ncreasing dominance of Bunter, He seeced t o absor b and over­
shadow all th e othe r characters like a f at pale slug , There was 
nothing likeabl e about him , He was greedy , lali)' , f oolish , untruthful , 
untidy and dishonest; and it amazes me to thi s day tha t he has out­
lived in fiction so many wortb,y and much more int eresting characters, 

E. O.H. on the other hand, altholJ8h he had ma.ey faults , had many 
redeeming qualities , Admitt edly in the earlier stories he was repre ­
sented as s omething of a braggart and a buffoon, with li t tle to reco­
l!Dend him, llut as EdWY' s stories mello\led and gained strength, so did 
Handy . Al though still too reaey vi th his fists other aspects of his 
character came into sharpe r focus and the r e were times when he re ­
vealed an astuteness which would have done credit t o Nipper himself . 

Even Handy's critics must , I feel sure, concede him a fe" good 
points, He was loyal, outspoken, almost painfully honest both in his 
actions and in his opinions , generous, and ca~b l e of great depth of 
feeling. He was alweys ready to do a friend (or an ooemy) a good 
turn ; he was courage ous , almost foolhardy perhaps, and he never bore 
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a grudge . Al though he ruled Cl1urch and llcClure with t he proverbial rod 
of iron he would go t o amazing l engths on their behalf . Witness his 
detemination to find hi s missing ch\llDS when Church •died • ; and the 
manner in which he tried to ' crock ' himself ·so that Church could be 
gi ven his pl ace i n t he Test Match. (Only Handy could have conce iv ed 
t he idea of riding his bike over the edge of a quarry and expec t to 
emerge with a sprained :inkle instead of a broken neck!) Then, to o, 
there was the occasion when he helped Fullw ood - a one- time bitter enecy ! 
re i nsta t e himself in the eyes of his fellow s; and the way in which he 
defended H.·..rry Greshlllil, the ' funk ' , when he first arriv ed at St. Frank ' s. 

All EdWY' s characters were ' real ' - the only one I hearti ly dis ­
like was Stanley Waldo (I s till don't know why !) but I think llandf orth 
and Co emerged as three of his best, kl Handy gained i n s tre ngth , · so 
did Church and llcClur e . Whereas i n t he earlier series t hey were more or 
less nonentities and solely regarded as Handy' s ' punc)l-bags' ; they 
gradually becan:e characters in their own right . Both had a keen ser.se 
of humour ( they certainly needed it !) and a truly COOIIlendable l oyalty to 
their leader . It was always Church who had the ' soft ' heart when they 
quarrelled; al ways J.lac who said 'Bl ow him!' and afte rwards relented. 
And they pul l ed his leg with a ruthlessnes s which maey times justified 
his fury , 

I liked Ni pper and Co - Nipper was one of my favourit e characters -
but hi s two friends, To;,my and Si r ~Iontie , were simply names and no oore 
compared with the inioi t able Church and McCl ure . I still think t hey 
should have taken their pl ace in the annuals of school boy fri endships 
along with the ouc~vaunted Famous Five, the Terrib le Thre e and the 
Fi st i cal Four . 

There wer e no half-measures about Edwy Searles Brooks stories -
and no half-measures about his characters ei ther . You either liked them 
or you didn 't. And you either liked Edward Oswald Handforth or you 
ha t ed him like poison . 

Personal ly, I liked him! 

* * **+***** * 
COLLECTORS' DIGEST WHO'S WHO. 1962 edition can now be obtained fror.i 
the Digest Office , Pri ce 2/6 . 

******** 
WANTED: s.0 . 1 . 58. B.F. (G,;een ' Un) 762, 764, 700, 1042, 1257, 1264, 
1294 to 12')8. 1 TI BERl'REE ROAD, OLD HILL, STAFFS • .......... , .... ,. .... ,. ............ ,., ................................................. .,,.. ................... ,, ..... ., ....... ~ .............. -... ~ .... ,. ... ,. ... ,. ... , ... ..,,,.,, .... ,,, ...... .,, .. ,, ............ ,,., .. ,, .... , 
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BLAKIAl\lA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 71 Archdale Road, East 

fulwich , LOHDOI!, S ,E, 22 , 

IJnless BI':Y mate ri al i s forthcoming in th e week fo llowing p.ibli­
ca t i on of this i ssu e, Blakiana next month will be drastically "reduced" 
and will c ontimie so . No material - no Blaki ana - it's as simple as 
t ha t! 

A nucber of r eaders have kindly sugges ted that further art i cle s 
f'l'<lln my own pen would be wel come, I do thank them sinc erely for the 
compliment , but I am a fraid it cannot be done. I Elm a full-t ime Ci vil 
Servan t - vi th the same domesti c duties as a housewife, All thi s and 
preparing and typing "copy" for Blakiana ( which I confe ss I enjoy, othe r­
wise I , ,ould not have done it all these years) i s as much as I can 
manage . All I ask i s YOUR SIJPPORT. 

J OSIE PAGK!IAN 



PRE WAR BLAKE 
By Julius Lennard 

Bravo llyd Perry . I rish I cc,.ud expn,ss myself like you! In 

the Deceober C.D. you say "In those days the popular detective was 

based on Sherlock Holmes." l!uch as we all admire Sher lock Holmes, 

and with all respect to hie and Dr. Watson, Sexton Blake and Tinker 
were far superior ! I agree thet most sleu t hs did go in pairs in those 

days , but - do you see the characters NOW thet we saw TIIE!!? I think 

we do NOT. Of all the charocters in t he modern Sexton Blake, how caey 

do you recall now froc , S81f, five years ago? Only last week I spoke to 

a can who used t o read all the old papers - UNIO!I JAr:K, M!GNEr, GD!, N 

NELSO!f LEE, BOYS' REALN, etc. He was very interested when I told him 

about the C.D., and then I asked hie which was his f avourite paper , 

"The Union Jack" , he replied . He went on to say that he hadn't read 
one for over twenty - five years - and then rattled of f the names of the 

cajori ty of the old charocters ! Be never ""'ntioned the "Modern Blake" , 

and neither did I. Sexton Blake cc,.ild never be "old - fashioned" . Those 

old stories had charocte rs that rill ever be remembered , end - wit h all 

respect to the writers of the iaodern Blakes - I fo r one an satisfied 

t hat they do not ca:,e into the sace class as some of those of the 

U!IION JACK da.Ys. I 3till wouldn't give you two pence for the Sexton 

Blake I.we stigetions , because , having read the modern and the old - tu:e 

Sexton Blakeo, I am still of the same opinion - the old is better than 

the new. Good luck to you, Syd Perry . Your opinion differs ¥mine -
but it adds to the spice of life. ,r--

1. GWYN EV= : 

* • * * • 
onoo AND Eil!IS 
By Victo r Colby 

Ao 81::USing yet most perceptive =ing up of the haircu t and 

shave merchant , is given by Gwyn E'vans in his story "The Great '1/ax­

Works Crime." (S .B.L. 2nd series llo. 357, year 1932) . Hore it is :-

"H_irdressers are notoriously loquacious. They cCJDbine with 

their ton,,orial ability a running coc:r.entary , ranging froc the possible 

winner of tCJDorrow' s 2.30 t o a forecast of the covroen ts of the Japanese 

troops beyond Hailum to Sunsill8 , with a few terse opinions regarding 
the Geld Standard , Disarmoment and Mr. Lloyd Geor ge thrown i n gratis . 

"T,-.ey mix lather with loquacity , brilliantine with banter , and 
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pane.de with prowecy. A genial and tolerant section of the human 
f raternity , th e barbers. • 

2 1 JOHN IRUMMOND: 
Sexto n Blak e author of maey exci ting 3rd series S. B.L. s t orie s , 

John Dru,m,ond is well known in the hard -c wered book fi eld by his real 
=e , J.;hn Newton Chance . 

An interesting revel atio n concerning t his auth or was made just 
recently . On th e fly leaf of his new book ( The Crimes at Rillington 
Place, by John Newton Chance) is given a list of his works as John 
Newton Chance, and a list of four sto ri es by him as J OHN LYMINGTON ! 

These ttJohn Lymington" stories are all Science Fiction , and are 
enti tl ed "Night of the Big Heat "; "The Giant Stumbles •; "The Grey Ones" ; 
."The Caning of the Strangers . " 

In cident ally, th e abwe-mentioned J. ll . Chance st ory "Crimes at 
Rillington Pl ace " i s J . N. C' s reconstruction of wha t he considers to be 
the tru e f acts behind the sordid and dreadful sto ry of Timothy Evans 
and Christ i e, and th e Jtightful murders perpetrated at Rillington Place . 
J ohn llewton Chanco believes that Timothy Evans .!!!!§. gui lty. 

A thing which pleased me imoensely was the obse rvati on on the in­
s i de Jl6IlBl of th o dust wrappers : - "John Newton Chance, a distinguished 
nove li st and crime writ er of world reput e ••••• 11 Evidence , i s it not, 
of t he wonderfully talented authors who have chronicled for us stories 
of our beloved Soxton Blake . 

* * * * * 
HAYTER AllD l!ARDINGE: A STUDY IN LOBANGUS 

By W. T. Thurb on 

It is no easy thing fo r a writer t o take over characters cr ea ted 
by anothe r author . Expert Hamil tonians can r eadily det ect the worl<: of 
the substitutes . Sherlock Holmes, D' Art,ignan, Raffl es , Bulldog Druocond; 
all have been essayed in rece nt years by later authors, but never with 
full 3UCCeSS • 

Through th e courtesy of Gerry Alli son and Dick lfhorwell I have 
recen tly been enabled to r ead s ome of the Hardinge Lobangu tales in th e 
Union Jack, and it i s in teresting to compare th ese with the worl<: of 
B.'<Yi:er, the crea t or of Lobangu. Hayter I s own conception of Lobangu 
changed so:newhat we r t he years. There is a difference between th e 
ear lier Lobangu of "The Slave Ma,rket" or t he "Flying Col UM" and th e 
l ate r Lobangu of , say , "The Gol d Raef" and particularly of "T!le Terms 
of t he Wager." The ear ly atmos phere , and Hayter never really l ost this , ................. -..... -..... ·"-................ - ................ -........... ,._ .... ,~ .... -............................................................................................. , ...... ,., ....... . 
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was of Rider llaggurd. Lobangu i s something of Umslopogaas and some­
thing of Ignosi; t hough by the "Tems of t he W"89r" there is a dash of 
Bosambo about hil:l . llut if the character of Lobangu changed subtly he 
is st il l conceive d in t ems of Zululand, When one turns to llardinge, at 
once the vhole background is changed . Here is the f\tll flavour of 
Edgar Wallace ' s "Sanders of the River" tal es . Indeed , but for a trivial 
scene in "The Tree of Evi l " betveen Lobangu. and Sixpence , based on an 
inc id ent in "Allan Quart ermain" one would never realise that Hardinge 
hsd read llaggurd . 

"Ex Africa semper aliquid novi", To Hsyter Africa was still th e 
dark conti nent in whose secret recesses were t o be found lost cities 
and anci ent civi liz ations - those of us vho remember the 1920' s will re ­
call t he t ales still rife of t he possib lity of finding prehistoric sur ­
vivals in the for ests, Hsyte r was a great writer of adventure st ories. 
Some of the best tales of thi s kind i n the ol d B,F .L . cane from his pen. 
Zulu warfare , Slave tmding, lo st cities , treasure hunts ; whaling; all 
these fom ed baclq,round for his Lobangu tales . He could be influenced 
by other writers (Conan Doyle 's "Lost y;,rld" finds echoes in "T!-.e Long 
Trail" and the later "Forest of Ghosts) but his bas i c ingredients are 
Rider llaggurdish . Hsrdinge i s different. He wrote of tha Africa of the 
1930 ' s and he ·,rote in th e hey-da y of th e "Thrill er " . His Lobangu is 
not a Zulu warri or rut a Jungle Chief like Bosacbo; it i s not l ost 
Dines or arab slavers that he faces but master criJ>inals ( black and 
white) using native ju - ju as cover for their grandioseplans . Hardinge 
uses Lobangu' s dreams in "The Tree of Evi1 1iut in a much more prosaic 
fashion than did Hsyter , vhose "red r.iist" and bl oods t ained steel (us in 
"The Island of Death") hsd the romantic and s li ghtly uncaney touch that 
l!lsde Rider liSGgard. such a master . 

A significant difference is t he wey Lobangu spooks . In lleyt er it 
is 11Ink:oos11 or "Untvana, ci..y fa ther . " Hayter•s Lobangu would never have 
addressed a District Coomissi oncr us "Lord" as does Hsrdinge ' s Lobnngu 
(Bosoobo fashion ) in "1-ionkey Hen," Nor is Hsrdinge ' s Lobangu the 
cunnilltt old war-wise warri or of the early tales. Hsyter ' s Lobangu would 
neve r have fallen into the tmp into which Hsrdinge •s Lobangu f al l s in 
"The Tree of Evil." 

Another significant difference is in t he character of Sir Richard 
Losely. The Governor of Musardu, the wealthy explorer of Hsyter , is 
very different from the Comaissio ner of "Tlle Tree of Evil . " Hsyter ' s 
Losely is primarily "Sir Henry Curtis,• ilcrdinge • s "Mr. Caimissioner 
Sanders. 1

' 

..... - ......... or. minor " characters .. Hsyter .. dist inctly has ... the .. ed;!e ... of . Hardinge . ..... 
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"M'ilama" is but a name in Hardinge . In Hayte r he is a distinctly we ll­
d.rawn character. Other well-dr awn subsidia:cy characters appe ar frequentl.) 
in f!a.yter ; e . g . Jose the guid e in "T:!e Long Trai l" and Tr ot t the 
mining engineer in '~The Gold Reef. 11 .Ha.rdinge 's dis tin c ti ve minor 
character i s 11Six pence ", and here , I think , a character of a type 
f!a.yter could not have drawn . Hardinge stress es his maste r criminals, 
male and f emale , in cluding Mexi can Rcse . A major difference between 
th e two authors i s the i ntro duct i on of her oines into H::rdinge's t ales . 
Hayter found no need for them in bis adventure stories - writing in 
the era of the thriller Hardinge had t o introduce thElll. A noti ceab l e 
omiss i on fr cm Hardinge is Pedr o . Hayter alweys made great pl ay wit h 
"My Lord, the King of Beas t s " - very often in the lighter scenes , 
particularly wher e Pedr o and Lobangu feast on jam in "The Long Trail." 
Hayter as he deve l oped his s tyle intr oduced a light - and on occasio n 
almost "slangy 11 

- touch and a neat sense of humour , particularl y in the 
coversa ti ons i n s tori es like "The Gold Reef, " "The Treasure of Sonora11 

and "The Terms of th e Wage r." Tnis dist i nctive flav our is missing from 
the Hardinge tal es . Hardinge ' s adventures are quick moving and bis 
batt l e pi eces quit e good ; but he l acbi the Hayter touch in the scou ti ng 
work of Blake and Lobangu, and t he int erest in s hooting shown in such 
tal es as "The Fl ying Column11

• "The Long Trail O and "The Gold Reef. 11 And 
one miss e s also th e echo of "King Solomon's Mines" shown in Hayter's 
ref eren ces to Wincheste r and Express rifles . 

Each to bis own - fundamentally Hayter and Hardinge wrote of 
different wor lds . Hayte r wrote mainly of a pre-1914 worl d when th e wars 
of Zululand were the memor ies of caey of bis ol de r readers and the 
Matabele and f'UlShona wars were rec ent memori es. Hardinge wrot e twenty 
years later in a different world and of a different Africa where alr eady 
even if i t was not realised , the "winds of change" had begun to bl ow. 
Harclinge would never have writte n "The Slave 1'1arket" or "The Long Trai l'~ 
Hayter would never have writt en "The Land of Los t Men. " 

No doubt it was worth while to t ry to re-create Lobangu. But I 
doubt whether it could ever have been successf ully done. In a l ong 
se ri es like th e Sexton Bl ake sto ri es the main cha ra cte r can be grocxned 
t o fit the passing years . I wonder how "18!\Y people who came fi rs t t o 
the Sexto n Blak e Library ei t her in the l a te 1930 ' s or, particularly , 
since the "new look" Library would care t o re ad sto rie s like "In th e 
Shadow of t he Plague" or "0:: the Flood Tide" , or even go back furth er 
t o the first S .E. tales i n the Marvel and Union Jack of 1893 and 1894? 
But if the main character changes it does not necessarily follow that 
the subsidia:cy charac t ers who fitted i nto one decad,, will fi: t easily 
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in t o anot her . 

In passing , however, one is tempted to wonder what a successo r t o 
H:.rdingO would have t o do with Lobangu today'! No d¢bt , by now, "Six­
pence" i s President of t he Republic of Etbaia (within or withou t the 
Cc.a:,onwealt h?) But whore is Lobangu, and where is Sir Ri chard Losely? 
Two old men f ighting their battles over 1188in i n the Lodge of Lobengu ' s 
Engli sh esta t e - all that the Tax Ill!'pector has left thee? A sad thought . 
No. On the whol e , l et us keep our memories of llcyter . 

* * * * * 
SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY TITLES AND Al7I'l!ORS (3rd Series ) (Contd . ) 

No. 102 Str&eant Cl"'tl.1' • Crtme . . ... .. . .. ........ ·········-· ·····-·· ······-· ··- - ......... A. J. Hunter Ho. 103 The Case or the Honte Grandee Dleoords ._ .... _,_ ................... _ ..... ,--········ W .. E. Stant«Hlope 
No. 10,, The Ridell• or the n 1111na Wardrtu _ --- .. ·-···· ··-·· .. ·---···- - ···c . E.. Rochest er No. 105 The Case or th e Spantlh Retugu ............. . .............................................. J.. PBl"aonl No. 1o6 1'\ t Riddl e or th e Wor1uw'I Squ irt ........... . .. .. .... ........... .. ....... J . t..ew11 No. 107 Tht H)'st ery or th e R.ed Chat eau . ................................................ - ................ 1. J . Hl.l'lt er 
No. l a3 On Coci,aaslonate Leave ························-·······- ·· .. ······--···-···· .. ·· ··-·····-·- J . Lewi• No. 109 nw secret or th e S"8 ·····- ······ .... _._ ... - .... ·-·· ····-····· .. ·- .. ·-·-······-w. Tyrer No. 110 1bt HYstel'7 or the Contlaeated 8h1P. .................... ... - ..... ..... ........... ........ H.R. c . Gi bbons No. 111 Thi Ridd l e or the Ind ian Ali bi ...... .............. ... ..... ...... .......... ... "'" ....... .. .... A. Panon1 No. 112 r our teen Years After .................. - ............... _ ................ _ ........... - ............ A. J . Kunc.er No. 11} 11,t Wtd>l toon Coo::x>n Trap .. . -·· ·-·-·· ··-·····-·- ......... -- ........... ,_ ......... _._ .. _A. J . H\.Wlt.t.r 
No. 11!11ht Tman c. or No. 1} . . ... ... ..--······---·····-··-····- - ·- · J . 1.Aw11 No. 115 tht Cast or i.be Prine• ' • PrlMMllra ............................................. ....... ...... _ A. Parson• Ho. 116 1bt Case or th e F'h '9 rn la lrc &old i e~................ .. .............. ) . J . Al.l\ter Ho. 117 n.e ~ Ster)' or 250,000 RtIPees ................... ................................................... 1 . Parsm, No. 118 n, , Case or the 0erm1i. tnc Sall or ................ _ .................. - ............... - ... 1 . J . Hunc.er 
No. 119 n. Case or t.he Fatal SoUYenlr ............................ ......... - ..................... J . Lewta No. 120 Tbt N1st.el'7 or Ule Thrt • Dembbed Hen .................................. ................. w. 1)1"fr Ho. 121 The Case or the Nissin& O. I. Br i de .... "' ................................. _ ....... .......... A. Paraon1 

:: l~ E" ~ .. i: ~~ ~"-·······---·······-········-·····----···· .. -···-·-·-·· 1:·~-· : : ~: ~ ~!~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 'i)r'j=fir "''"' -• ••••• ·"' ""'•"- ••••'"•"'''"'""'" '" '" " " • ' ~ : t;.~:tftr 
Ho. l~ 11\e Case or ?he S..lndl er •s Stoop , ..... ........... _ ............... _ ................. - ....... - • . P.arson1 
No. 128 1h• tt,sttr)' or t.he Doubl• Bur&18rY.- ........................ - ............... ·-······-··· a.e . c. G lbbons No. 129 Tbe WoQf'I ffJc.h a Record .... ·-·-·- -............ ......... _ .... _ J . Lawl• No. 1,0 n., Noo l'ro• Clulgklnc ............• .................... R. Bar,Hnc• 
No. 1}1 The Cri me on the Moors ..... ........... , .............. ............................ ........ -, ............ w. Tyrer Ho. 1J2 1be Jtist ery or tl\ e Bankrop t St.at e ...................... _ ................... - ..... __ ......... A. Para ona No. l}J 'l'bl Cue or Loni Greybtl'Tl •s Son_ ........... __ ............ --········ ····--· .. ···-~-·- D. LcrlC. Ho. 1JII the Tank~ Cacie 8act . . ---···- · ...... - .... -..... ___ 1 . Paraona 
!:: ~~ ~~·~~1:!t~ °::~11r(::::::;·:.'.'.":.:·.~ .. -......................... .'.::::.·.·.·.·_·.".'.'.".:.: .. ·.'.".".::~:.~: H~l ~t bbons Ho. 1YI The se cr et or th e Veld t ...................... "' .................. - ............. ........ .... .. --. R. Hardi ne• No. 1}8 Thi Riddl e or the Eacaptd P . o.w.. .......... •• . ....... -- ... ......... ............ A. P.-IONI No. 1J9 Accord1ng io Plan .............................. ...................... - ........ ......... .... .. J . Lewl 1 No •!I? n, , c ... ot the C>?<>O.J.!.Rto.L.. . · ······- •· ·· ····· ···· ···=··~ . ..i. • .J • .. Buor.er 
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No. 141 The At ta l r ot the Nlastng Parachutist .. 
No. 1142 1be Case ot the Chinese Court er .......... . 
No. 1!.,3 1be Riddl e of the Bmtllng ttan ..........•..... 
No. 1 l'4 1be HYatel'J or the Cruhed A 1r L Iner 
No. 1l6 The tt,n tram Kenya .................................... . 
No. 146 The Riddle or tbe FtlJ:1 Starts Jewels .. 
No. 147 The TellOllf TeITOr .. 
Ho. 1t.8 1b e Euston Road J'1Y5t.ery. 
Ho. 149 Warned Ort ......................... . 
No. 150 The Ho1td07 Ca:i,p t1rstel'7 ............... . 
No. 151 1be Riddle or tile Buroeae CUrse ..... . 
No. 152 The Case ot the F'tghttng Padre .............. .. 
Ho. 153 The lWl 1-iho Lost hi s NemorY. .............. n,,, .. 

No. 15!& tbe secret or me J1.r1e1e. ... .... . .. . 
No. 155 The 1111ht or the 'lwent.Y-Tht.rct. .. " ... . 
Mo. 156 'tbe Great Currency Racket .. .. 
No. 157 The Han rran. Hongolt a ........................ . 
No .. 158 tbe ?'t7stery of th e ~fteball Bomb 
No. 159 flle case or tb e Doped Heavyweight 
No. 16o The Gargoyle of Po1ael1Y ...... .. 

A.. Panc,'Js 
.. R,. Rardtnge 

. ............. A. J . Hll"lter 
........ J . Lewis 
. .... .. A. Parson,: 

. ............... J. Lewis 
. ............ R. Rerdlnee 

...... A. Parsa\l 
. ............. A. J. Hunter 

"" """""""" w. TJrer 
...........•.... A. Parsons 
. .............. J. Lewis 

~ G. N. Pbtl l ps 
.................... R. Hardtz,ge 

. ....... ~J· Le'lllta 
.. _ H, H. C. Cl bbona 

• ... .......... - •.. R. Har,:11nge 
.................... A. Paraon s 
.................... J . Lt:'tllls 

. ..........•..• - ... R. Hal"dtnge 

!Y,1ULT OF OtR HAR.CH <X>H?ErlTlCN 

The Prize Wlnna-s In thl s contest were - R. J. G!nJAVE. i.eyt.mar..one, ttwse eniry 
was as t ollo,rs: -

'l'be Nelsen Lee sa id to the Honster: •You•ve had. the best years or 
my life , )'OU beastl • 

end e. ROUQ, Barrow--ln,,,,E'umess, 'lltlose entry wu as t ollows: -

The ?1agnet sa id w the Geo: •tou •ve no grouse. cb\mll You d id 'go 
out • tn trtur..pl,• 

APRIL rot1PETITI(J{ 

Pedro ta Sei:too Bllite's f tlilOus dog. Select the five ad Jeotlvea 'llt)feh you c~ 
stder would best describe the sagac i ous animal, ustns the letter P-fi-0,,oR-0 t.o start 
each respeet lTe adjectin. Jot th eo 00"1. on a postcard or- a sheet of paper . and poat to 
the edttOI". Tour editor has Jotted doM! the tin ad ject ives. startln& wJth th ese letter s , 
fflleh he hlm.,elt eoo slders nos t ec,proprtate. The prizes will go t.o til e t wo readers 'fllhose 
ltst ec:mes nearest t.o tne edit.or ' s ON1 llst. , 

One ...:,cess t ul eoc:g:>etltor wUl ree e ln a new "YOl\£18 tor hi s llbrar.,. The other 
wtll receive a halr-,,earts subsc ription t.o the Suton Blake Library - th at ts. th e tflO 
nen volunes each Dl:lllth of t.hls rmous Library will be sent to Mm tor stx conaecuttve 
ciontbs. 

YE OLD& CJt!I(\U:: INH - A boN Is a cm fllt\O t elleth you all 121.e thln&s about hl•df th at 
thou would' at t atn t ell hJa about thyseU. 



HAMILTONIANA 

F~lfl; 

A picture rroci •Fallen Fort.mes• a story tn th e earl.7 Vernon,,,&:il th 
RedWln& seri es. Tbe Bomder had UlroMl awoY the fri endship or th; 
_:a;i~~:e:~ 

1
~ ~~

91
1:: Etlltlly pretmded to l ose his wealth . 

Artist .. c . R. Chap::m . 
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ODD MHN OUT 
A Story or Tom Henz & Co ot St, Jt mt S 

•Let's ~e Tolbot.S• said Toa Herry. 
He was standing a t the window or 

sc.uty No. 1 o 1n Ute Shell passage at st. . 
Jlm's . Dom below htr:a In tile slnl)' quad- J 
rangle he could see Ktld are, th e •aln ot j 
th e school, strollln& wtth Honteltlt, the J 
head prefect of the New House. 'Ibe sm lors [ 
would r Ind plenty on Nl.l ch to reotnt see on : 
this last hal t ""flOUday or the Spr i ng tel'tl. 

ClBSses had ended abou t ten otnutes 
earU«', and ere long the d1Mer bell would 
be rln gtng . The TeITlbl e Thre e had alt In 
U:te tr st!XIY to W.e plans t or t.be af t er­
noon. so close to !:he end or ten, the 
toot.ball season had ended , mld cr icket had 
not yet begtn. 

To::i: had recell'ed an md-<lf • t erm tip 
rroo HIS3 Pr t sct ll a F'a,cett• mid Lo,rtl'ter 
wa.s set on a visi t to the cinema. f;'or 
once . Toe and ttrwlners had dec ided to let 
Lowther call the tune . thotgh . 83 a re sult 
or hts tip, Ta:i woUld pay the piper . Pl.nds 
t or a,.e r,ennt fln!s to.- el l 1n St \l!y Ho. 

lrrltabl.Y . 
•Sosti.1• Too l1eM"'Y rm a hand Into 

his curlY ha ir , passlbl.y ln an etto rt t o 
find tnsplr ott on. •.surety you don 1t mind 
o.sktng Talbot alon g , Monty. E'Tel")'bod)' 
lik es old Talbot. You know they do1• 

• I know thlO' cto. • Lowther rose to 
his t eet and Urust his hands Into h i s 
trousers pockets. •Plenty ot tellO'IS 
would be glad to pal "1th hie, but they 
aren•t What he w<f\t.s . He 1'1Bnts our pal . • 

Tc:c He?TY grunted With vexation. 
Namers Sffll\& his lep 111concemedJ.y e.s he 
sat en tbe edge ot the table . 

111'hla at\.ll)' calls l tselt the TerTtbl.e 
'lbre e, c went on Lowther. •Talbot woUld 
llke to :mke It tbe reroc t ou.s f our . liqbe 
)"Ou would , too. • 

Hanners chlk:kled so ttlY. He slipped 
troo th e table . 

•cm tt, Monty1• he said , •R111 along 
and a.st. Talbo t tr you like, Tom:tf. t 
daresay he'd be pleased t o come with us -
we•re such n ice ~s - am It woo•t hurt. 10. 

Tom tterry turned romd tro1:1 the us tcr once to extE!f'ld the happy r~t).y . • 
window. 11anncrs , seated on the st.uctY Tom Merry regarded Lowther rother 
ta ble, had a clld).y sardon ic erpresston on anxtouslY. 
his race . tk>ney l..oflrUlcr, In the aro::hatr •ta It ell right with you, Hont)'?t' 
b)' the ttrepla ce, was scowling . Lowther shnlgg ed his -.C,ulders . 

Toe looked tro c one to the o ther. 1 0h , tt •s all right with me, so long 
•1 sa.ld tt.et• s t 3ke TalbotlU he as he Ooesn1 t expect to oome It too ot ten. 

~ated . In !\rlY ease , you•re the host . You•re 
•Wby not? • agreed Hcflners. Whtosl- PaYlng the exes. I on}y hope he won' t 

callY he regarded Lowther in the anx.ha1r. want you to l'fleel him In a prm:i. • 
•Why so?• Queri ed Lowther. Tom Herry laughed tnvolimtartl.Y. 
•wen - Toe NetrY pursed ht s Ups. • tt he does , I'll take Toggle s • 

•we haven't asked old Talbot out with us wheelban-ow. Less ect>a.tTasstng than a 
the trhole term - 11 prs:i. ThMks , k Ids , then I • 11 ask h tm. 

'And Ml)' should we, ask old Talbot . Jus t tor thts occas ion .. He C1l ght. not. want. 
out wi th us? • enquired Lowther. •Is tht.s j to eoc,e , ot eourse . 11 

study e;wect cd t o provtd e ent ert:l lnQEnt i •s a:,e hopesJ.• grunted Lowther. 
t or Talbot ? Hel s got plenty or ttn , md he 1 Tom HeJTY a::ived across to the o:>or. 
knOWs his wt.JY arotnd . • · •I oeant he mtght have sooiethlna: ds e 

•Oh, rat.st• said Toe uneasll.y . •You t lxed tor the atteM'KIOfl.• 
knOft' t.he eh8l) lik es to oot.:c along wtt.h UB • It he has , he ' ll cMJeel lt . He 
sooetlcies.• JIQlll t miss the chance t o go soce l'i'lere v.ith 

•You mean he Uk es to go along wtth you, • replled Lowther. 
you. He doesn ' t bother a tink er ' s cuss j 'Nutsl I' ll a!Jc hlm at any ra t e ,• 
abOut Hanners Md me,• recmic:ed l..owther J sa id Tan. ,._.., , ,,.,.. __ _ ,. ___ ,,..,.,.,,.,.,.., __ ,_,. ,..,,,..,,.,.,..,_,,_,.,,.,.,,,.,.m,. • .,,.,..,_,,.,.,,,..,.,..,...,.,._.,,,,...,,.,..,..,..,,.,...,.,,.,..,,.,,.,.,,.. .,..,,,,., ,.,,.,,.,,. .-• 
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Re left th e stu¢f. Per a s.:oment be : Train , bus or b tkes?• 

J>,8USed outatde No. 9 "11ch Talbot ahared •&ikes l ' sai d Tom. •we can le ave thee 
wttb Gore and Sktlll)Oli. After l'blty at the stat ion whtle we go to tbe c.lneme..• 
Lowtherta reaction t o the Idea , Tea. ,ra.s 
<M>lous about g l •lng the tnvttattctl to I 
Talbo t., but h e mde up his cilnd , tapped on \ The TerTlbl e 1'bree wen wel tln& ai. 
th e stucty door, and looked tn. 1 the gates at half - pa.,tooe , abd Talbot a,m 

Talbot was there , Hated a, me open i ;Jolned theo. flle t our jw, lors mcuit.ed 
wtOOOIII', read.In& a book. Neither or ht s l Ulelr machtnes and rod e br l!k lY alone tb e 
stOO)' mates was present. His hand.s<lm? SUssex lamis , llf\ere tlle trffl were al.reed)' 
face llt llP tn a brleht smtle or welcocm i a ptc t i.re tn th etr spring gro'frt.h or le ans. 
as he saw Ta:i HerT7.. Talbot was always : 8)' coar,on consen t Tom Keny qcled 
glad to see Tom Heny . besid e Talbot,and 11mners and Lowtb~• aide 

As Toe had sa id a few minutes by stde , rode clo se behind. Tom and Talbo t 
eal ter , ner,bod:Y llked Talbot 11, yet he had cbatte<I cheerlly u ·they drove at tl'lelr 
no parttculorl)' eloae chm. Older than pedals. Lowther had been civil to Talbot, 
most or h i s ron:i-t ellows tn th e Shell , sen- : but had litt l e to SO¥. 1'houah he tltllstled 
stble end sertous be)'ond hi s years, Talbot l 30ft1Y as he cycled• the eipr ess ton on hts 

;~~!!t:; ~~~~~~ a::=~ bi j ~:~1~1~t1:.-'e~r!1:! =ne~~:' 
had ai attecttoo and regard tltllch wer,t Ye!'1l cyn ical grin on Hanners • li ps. 
deep, and Tom aenaed I t and rec iprocated At l an he satcr. •Snap out ot lt, 
tt . But th e Jmtor Captain of St . Jim's, tlonc.y.• 
Rho was Talbotta ta eal, had hi s owi. pols , Lowe.her turned h ts head, nnd stopped 
anc2 Talbot knew, tho~ he was Incapable ltllstllng. 
or jealousy , that he could never- rarit •What do yw mean?• 
ttrst tn Tom's e.steea. ttinners slowed dCMn a traction and 

Toe HelT)' t.ro.ssed the s taxb' and sat Lowther rolloM!d ,utt. WttMLnotlclng• Tog 
~ on the "lndolll-seat beside Talbot. 8111:1 Talbot dr ew awq troc them. 

•Dotng anything thts att emoon?• •Jou ltnow Jf)3.t I mean,• sa id Hanners. 
he enQutrea. 'Chuck sulki ng . Don't spotl th e aft ernoon 

Tal bot shook Ms head. t or a ll or us just because you 1re ratty 
•Nothing In partlCUlor. I •m al"ays that old Talbo t ' s with Toe for once.• 

a t a l oose end ltlffl th e g0"8s ar e oft. •t•c. not sulk lng, • retorted Lo,rtller-. 
W'h¥7' •1 don ' t care a hoot ttllom Tom ltkes to 

'111 guard i an has sent ma an end-of - tak e "Ith h im. He C,lll take Trldll e or 
term tip . Wetre bluetng t t ln an art~ Mellish tor a ll t core , tr he reels a 
noon at the n lcks , wt th te a at th e Bm- yeam Ing tor Ule Ir- COOJDMY .• 
shop at te.rwnrda. Honty always lik es ·t o Hamers smiled br-0001.)'. He lltted his 
waste 8'I afternoon Jn a ctnec.a , aro we're hand sld pt.Iled h t.s cap tighter- on h i s head 
gtvtng htD hls head for once. We wondered agatnst the breei.e. 
It youtd llk.e to Jo ln us. Hy tre ot, ot 'If 7outre not sUlktng youtreglvlng a 
cour-sa. • da.rr:ed gOOd lmlta t lcn c:r someone who l.s,• he 

•I•d ltk e tt a l ot , • said Talbot at cocoented . 'It' s a bit cb.tlc:U!ll to be 
once. •Le t me pe;,y my 'llhact, tb:>ugh. • jealous of Talbot . He on}Y comes wlth us 

•Rot t• ej aculated Tom. • J told you once tn a blue mooo, am he' s a decent 
It • s ey treat. All r i ght t hen. Start chnp.• 
lrmedtatety at t er- ttttln. Meet 70u at 'Who' s j ealo us or Talbot? 111 demtnded 
the gates . • Lowther angr l }Y. 

He rose to his r eet am grinned wtth • Jt looks as though you are.• 
pleasure. •wen , Jtm not l ' 

•It' • tlffln--tlme now,• he adeled as a 1 •tt m glad to he&r- l t,• aatd Namers. 
bell r a'la In th e dJstanc e. 1 •come on. Let • a put a, a spurt.• 

T'aJ.bot clo sed h Js book and stood I.I) . j nie tRO She U fellows pedalled hard , 
9HOIII' are we go Ing LO WQ.].and, T~ . and came up beh lnd Tom H4trtT and Talbo'C ...... -................. -....... ,-............ _ ... ....._ .. , ................................. ,,· ............... ., ..... .,,,,...,. ... ,..,, .... ,,. ................. ,.,,, ............. ,. .......... ,. .... , ... .,,.. 
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-;ith"~!h. ' rollc:wted Lowther. 
At 'Wa.Yland rallwsY atatloo , all 1 f ew h1.Sldred Yards oo they turned 

rour dtsmoWlted. Arter padlocking the tr Into R!Yer Lane , which was a short cut to 
Cl<'Whtncs ln the racks provided t or the . th e s~t lon. £\ren trl.e High Stre et had not 
purpose, they ms:le t.helr wa:, up River Lane, [ been YeJ')' busy at that tloe so late tn th e 
and came out Into the High Street not t ar 1 af tern oon, end. Rher LMe wes deser-t.ed. It 
troa the Waylald Ritz. Tom. HerrJ , Hamers l • aa not a prepcsaesstng U\oroughfare , 
and Talbot chatted , but ti:ll1¥Lowther was · be~ n an1r.ec1 wtU\ dingy warehouses. niere 
very quiet. He replied tn monoSf].lnblcs j was a paWE:1ent on one s ide ot the road onl.)', 
to r emorks addressed to htc. Once or twice · l't>nty Lcwther we., still strtcHng ahead , 
Tom Herry looked at hlo tboughttuu,y, but end Tom Me?TY and ttmners hun-ted to over-
Tal.bot seeocd to notice nothing nmtsa. tak e htm. n.e eyn l C3l sotle was still 
MaMers went out or his woy to be cordial. lurk.Ing on Hanners t lips, but Tocits bro,,s 

At the c tnena, Tom HeITY took were knftt.td. 
ttcke t s tor the circle , 1be perton:JMCe \C"af Mead or th em, three yomg mn 
had not yet coancnced . but odfertlseinents had coi:e into s i ght romd a comer o.nd they 
were being shown in th e d1Clly-llt theatre. caoo aalJ'lt&rtng alor\l the t oot.path towards 
Talbot wos ushered Int o the two ttr st , and Lowther. U 11ontY {l)Pl"Oachod them, the 
TCG:1 t allowed hll:l to sn. beside him.. three "8l"t tallting tQ£other. 

•You next &• cumurcd Hamers t o All three ot them were In need or a 
l.J::#fther, but Lowther stood back with a : haircu t• and wore bll:IIU' sldebmTis. All 
ges ture. Hamers shrugged his ~ouJ.ders j "°" t.tght trousers Efld leather Jack ets. 
9'td went Into the 1'0¥f to sit beslCle Tc:e. : They eweared to be In their late tems -

It ffll8 a good progr31lE>e. end th e ! yotmg toughs ..txl did as Utt.l e N:>rk as 
boys enjoyed It. L,oWtber who loved a1lf'"" ; poss ibl e In the d8;y t.lme and spent th eir 
t.hlflg eomeeted with films . aeeme<I to have j evenings hanging aromd snaok. bars or 
ga ined his good h1.DOur durtn& the show, and j cak.lng th ee.selves a nuisanc e tn the s treet s . 
Joined 1n th e enthuatastle chatter or the · •Those three oed>ers ot the great 
others o.s thEO' quitted the ctnoma, unwashed l ook mlschlevowi.• JDUrUred Tom, 

'!bey had a Dem tea at the Wa,ylmd and 11anners nodded. The two Shell fellows 
Bun.iti.op, Md It n:ws getting toWardS stx o• Incre ased their pace to catch ~ with 
c l otk l'tien they were strolling along the Lonher. 
H tgh Street again. As Hont.Y L<M1:.bar renched th em, the 

Outside the Po&t Otttce Talbot t hree toughs spre3d theaiel ves across the 
paused . Mn'Off pavement. car.ie to a standst Ill and 

•t fD'lt some st..:ul.'lp3 and a postal- leered at him. 
or-der,• he rme.rtced. •Vou tell ows li'JeOOOer Lowther dJd not step Jnto the road . 
on to the s tot1on an:J 1111 sooo catcb you He too. came to a sto p and TOQ and Hanners 
~.• rM up. •cti., we•ll wa it t or yoo.• satd Tom. •Do YoU IIIIMt all th e path?• demanded 

•For goodness sak e l et• s walk oo,• : Lowther. 
eJac uJ.at.ed Lowther ln-ltably. •we don't l •Do you want al l the po.rt. Rutus?• 
want to stand here waiting about like tllree 1 enqutred the Y'otllg mm on th e ln std e. He 
sturted CU!Dles. Talbot's not paraJ.Ysed. : had a magnUlcent crop or 1X1;Sigbtly pt~les. 
He can eas117 ca tch us up.• He turned hi s heoo or mt ldY block hair to 

•Yes, don't waltt• said Talbot the tell O'ft' tn th e mldc:lle. Rutua "8S a burl.1 
h..o3tll.Y. •1•11 Join you befor e )'"OU get to yoma: mm with masses of tllh eal thy fat on 
the stati on. • l'lts anatollff . He ai.st. have weighed s ixteen 

He ent ered the post orri ee. Loffth.er stone. 
was nlre~ mlktn& on, and tom glanced at •t1ost or it. I fir*, Nicky,• said 
t1umers ,mo ,es srnlltna "1"')'1.y. : Rutus. 

•otvo tfon.ty h! s heoo.• advised / •Let tile dear Uttl e college boys 
H.;tlners. •He•a got a ltlOod on, today. \ ze t by,• Edllonlshed Nicky. •You're taking 
TalbOt will catch up wi th us.• '. 1'l all the part. Fla1fua. tt.J.st be your 

..,,._._ TOii Herry podded• anc1 he . and Hanners ,,1_ wldt&• .. He .. llllt't awed. "''""""'"""'"'"""""'""'"""'"'""""' 
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•To\l\g snobs fraD the •ant school.• gas p. .t1 a knee ctce 1n his dlNCt loo , Tee 

obaened Ruru.. ' One ot these days tb e dodged aod strtdc at a pl.q)J.y tae e . Nicley 
gunenent will clos e up all th em place s , sa t dOW1 wlth a bt:q,. He waa ti> sgal n ln a 
so we all get educated allke.• second, crad tury gle.rln& from his eyes. 

With a su:tde.1 aovement. be snatch ed Plucky and 111.lSCuler though they were , 
Tc:c HeJTY'S cap lW)(1 threw It out tnto tile tbe TerTlble Thre e were hQpeleasl.7 at a 
ro..'ld. dtaad'ranteg e. nu-ee IChoolboYs 111atnst 

Tee tten:7 1 1 eyes blazed, 8M 118nners tbr'e e men 'M')o did not care b<M' U\eJ u.sed 
gripped hls leader's shoUlder t lghtl.Y . their stroogtb had little d'U!tlce • . 
DJ&CNtloo was th e be tter part. of Yalour, Toa Nen'7, t.he beat lWllOI' bozer at 
though 11tletb.er troubl e cou.ld be avoided St. Jtm• s ,. was holding hfs °"' f al rlY well 
was a quu ttoo . These yomg men were out e&atnst th e pllJl:I> Rut\la, bui twiners ~ 
tcr 1:11schlet, ~ th e odds were heaYT LoWther were receiv ing a aner e maul.108 
agalN t tile tl'ln e ~lbOYs. T<111 cas t tree th e othe r two. In a mat ter or moments 
an f!Y'il _.$!J1t th e roai . tlobodY else waa tn th e Chr'ee boys would probeb lT he.Ye sust.ained 
s igh~ . serious Injuries at th e h.£P1s ot the tbr ee 

'lhe tellow on the outstde ctrew on boollc ms bad belp bot been at hm. 
ooe si de , 8l1d Hc,nty t.owther ciade I.O poaa But help was at bald. There was a 
him. &D:lenlY Ruf'UI grasped hts ccq,an ton paUertn.g ot t eet , Md 'falbot t.hrew htm elt 
MCI 8hoved hlm •tolentl.J' towards Lowther. tnto th e tight. Another n out heart and an 
The achoolboY received a terrtrlc j olt, ertra pa.tr ot ttsts made all th e differenc e. 
and !1)\1'1 roUld to t all full length In the •-tbere• s t our-ov -enl• yelled Monaan. 
gutter. Tbe ne1t moment he staggered mder a 

•t s lipped,• said Ruru s . 1 '1f s:iuhlng uppercu t tra:i Talbot. 
apolog i es , Monn.en.• •Le•aacraml• panted Rurus. 

•0on 1 t ment ton it, dear old ch ap ,• lie backed t!llftJY troo Tcci tlen7 and 
replied Horman. He we.s griming. turn ed ma ran. Brea t hing he8"11Y, Tom 

•You ptmp).y lout.al• said Nanners. turned to gt n a id In dealing wtU!. r.he 
He bent <lOwn to g he Lowtl'l.er a helping oth<r s. But Norean 8l'ICI NICQ were ruining 
hand, end Normen kicked out et hl.m with aa bard as they could In th e other dtrec tl on 
al l his might. NErulers, ln Ms tW'Tl, trom that Mich tb e lr t r tem ha:! taken . 
crnsh ed dotlll tnto the road. ni e battle wes o•er , end th & four 

Ta:1 HerTY spr.Ylg tonerd, ea.sting heroes ot the fl'le ll were left ln peace to 
di sc ret ion to th e wind. A tl st lUl:e a nurse the ir wol.llds. 
llml> or Iron craabed on one or Rutus• 
chin s , Bn1 that t at )'omg mM s'3ggered 
back, swear ing lurldl.Y. 

TOii t elt a bi g hand tak e a grea t 'lhe matt&' had to be reported to Hr. 
handtul or hts curl¥ batr, s'Kl his head Rallton, ot course. ftte Shell fellows had 
wa.t j erked bd. He ro8Nd md bft stec:I aJTIYed back at St. Jtm•s l ate tor call!" 
ltl)Oiint b. Rufus CIID8 torw8f"d, 8Td hi s o•eJ' , Sid the)' had go explain Ule lr battered 
~llke U sts stnx:k. the scboo l.boJ' taces. the i r brUlses, lfld t.he tr tom cl othing. 
aga in and eaa tn. Wben they l et t the Housem.ster• a stud1 • Hr. 

But Hsmers e.n:1 Lowther were on th etr : Rant.on was mdeclded whetMr to r epor t. 
teet n°" • and they tlq tbecselves Int o lhe a rt a tr to the poltoe . 
th e tr ay. N1ck7 rel eased hts grip on Later tbat e'Vmtng , t.he TeJT1ble 
Tcm HerTY' s hair. Three were sea ted a t t.helr tabl e in SS.ldY No. 

1'1t Terr ibl e three h.ad been ln sor:,e 10. Prep had to be done, enn bJ" battered 
c1.iht1 scraps tn the tr ti me, but nenr heroes. twiners had tWT!ed tb e kQ' ln tbe 
en:,t;blna lik e Cb.ts. '!be thre e louts door t o keep out tnqul s lUve Jmilora who 
t ougbt wltb the ir hmda lf¥1 ktck&d and wanted t o hear S'I accCUlt or \he trQ. 1'tle 
bit md serat.ebed, ustnc all the ir sto r, ot the a tt ernoon •s artnnture had 
superior weight and stl"eni Ul. One or thee ll)read quldc.]¥ tl'lrCQ&h tb e ·1ower sct,.ool. 
brought a knee up Into ttanners' s t omach •ro u know , • said Toa Hen7 aoberlY, 
and the Shel) te ll ow <tiubled ~ .wtth .a ,,,., .............. nJbblng a J~ ... tn . Jltitch eTer,r .. too th ,,tett .. - ... 
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loosened . • I t h tnk tt was jolly lucky 
t.bat Talbot ,ra., wt th us thl.s aftcrnooo . I r 
he hadn' t come along as he dhl __. 

'You•re rl&ttt&• agreed. Hanners. He 
gJ.mced at Honey LowthGr. 

•Talbot becked up well , or course ,• 
said Lowther care l essl.Y. •so would my 
cbap have done. Do you think that Talbot 
dld any moni thon Blake would hav e done -
or Gussy?W 

•ot oourse notJ' Tom tieIT)' wrinkled 
hls boyish brow md wlnccd as he dle2 so . • 
•That ' s rather bes ide the point . Talbot 
was there orx1 they werent t.• 

I If lrs met ans were pots and pans,• 
said Lowt.ller retlec t tvea. He threw down 
his pen, and l eaned back tn his chlltr, 
passing h ls hOOd tenderly OTer a patntuJ. 
~oulder. •u Talbot hacl'lf t come wtth us, 
the d\MC e are we !llould never bnve been 
ln Rtv cr L.ane at the psychological moment 
8J1C1 l'IOUld probab]y never have met ~ "Ith 

Namers• bruised face won a 
twisted SDlle. TOCI was fI'Ollnlng , but 
af t er a mommt or two the fro,ri relaxed . 
He gr lMed faint]¥ . 

•Honey, old chap , YOU' re an a,wful 
atll.¥ ass s oooth oos,• he sald gent ly. 
He added softly-: •eon , thou art ever wtth 
me and nl l Wt I heve is thin e, • 

Lowther st ared a t him. 
• Whet' s th at gabble? • he demmded. 
Ta!! chuckled. 
1 1 WM thinking of the Helld• s 

sermon tn chapel lnat 8und3Y. A.bout the 
all lY nOOdle Who 1'SS nry hmm , and ,ifx, 
was jealow Jlben hi s fat.her was so haw:f 
to see the prodigal son eooe home.• 

NontY llrted bts eyes tn uaggerated 
\J'lCOncem to tbe ce l ling. 

• 11 m no prod tgal ,onp he pro­
t-ested. 

•or course not 1• agreed Namers. 
•You1re jwit a modern nn loo or the stll1 
noodle.• thnt gang or l out.s.• 

•You•r e spllttlng hairs , and you know i==;,========== ===;;, = 
ltl ' sa id Tom Herry tartl.Y. •Talbo t came 
wt th us because I asked htm - and I'm glad 
that he did.• 

• lll'li so am a• observed Hamers . He 
touched a bruise \llder hls. 

• wen I'm not i• snapped Lorl'ther. • I 
like an nttemoon with a:, Oii'\ pals wtthout 
an outsider coctng along o.s well.• 

eotml.OVERS I AL ECHOfe 

NO. 551 THE SIIISTINCE WO nlE SHA!XM 

C99tng Soon 

CHARIU tW1JLTON and 

the TRAPPS HOLl'ES Papers 
By W.O. G. LO!ts 

RC(iD\ JDlKtN§: I agree with you that Pent el owt s st yle ts lD.'llstnkable , but I thlnk th at 
E. s. Brook•s stories In the Ge::i can al so be recognised In canY eases, not So IIIJCl\ by 
Uiel r s tyle u bY C.he tr subject catter ,. It you cone ecrcss o at.ocy th.at la recnved from 
reality one stage tut"ther, th e chance s are tho.t tt will be by the aur.hor or the Nelson 
Lee,. Collectors "10 possess Gees 998 and 999 (or s . B. L. 2CS) can see a tn,tcal ex&Cl)le: 
who bUt Ed'fG" Searles Brooks •OUld have descr i bed hOff St,. Jlota was beat eged 1n 19'27 by 
Russians fltXI were tr)'lng to kidnap one or the pupi ls In Ule school? And are we to praise 
hln t or hl.s orlelnalltY or eondem hie t or writing a story so utterlY ot.r or pl.ace In the 
Cec? 
ffl1 HQPPf'RTQh tbe per t ee t crtce could not be de tected am netttw- cOUld 70\D" bypothetl cal 
perfect li:lttatton , so 1"I are not llkel,¥ to know If e i t her was oooot tted. 8ubat Jtute­
wr1ttng , " Ith t t s trading lllder anot her JDM' s pen--name on anot her me.n•a ch4racters , was o 
dead-end, stoP"'IBP sort ot Job, cont lni.a.llY debarred .from the onl.Y real stllllJlwi . that 

ot genutne creative Jtrort . &roll wonder thot ont.y ed i tor Pent elow ,eeoed to ent er Into the 
role with gusc.o. The oth ers saw no tuture 1n becoming Hemtlton parrots. 

We are ~rbnps still not r id of th l.s stt>stttute busine ss . trr I noted wtt.h SCQe 
ats--glvlngs a 001.1>le of 1ttiteamts tha t •other wri ters will take onr the character, . • 
"'"''"""'".,""""''"'"'"'"'"""""'"'H-"'"'""' "'"'""" '"""'"""''"'"'"'"H'""'"''"" '""''m'"''"''"""""""" """""'"'' '"'"'"""" "'"''"""'"" """"' '''" 
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Ir this rerera c.o tbe st.age m T.v. Pl~a tt ta neither here nor theN, bUC. Qlarles 
Rlt:lllton hlmelt could not reprodUce hls happiest errecu 1n the Bunt.er boot.a. C<:lq>artaon 
ot the conelUdlng stor i es In the Oem. "lt.h those or the pre-1920 days lboNS IIKlf't cle8r lY 
t.hml anything~ e1pons tw h i s st;,J"l e becaDe. Re denloped It to suit the Wlllmlted el • 
~room In t.?MI Nngnet, but lltlen he MS restrlctad t o 50,000 words he waa tn some'lltlet Che 
Sar:£! pos iti on ftS the beet-eltr'act people MIO aaaure us that there ls d rl oln In eve17 Jar. 

!£s~~~!! e .;1~~~1 o~e~~~:s :i;~ ~e:!.~~~. o~~~=~~ o:::n~:i 
Poota, Sta'lley A.usttn, and, or course , G,R. 8ecJt81"S, lt ,ould aeec that soaebodJ must 
hafi bOtbired a Utt.le more than a •ttnk.ert s ousae &botlt Ulese people , evm tr tt "8NI onl7 
the writers of these art lclea. or course, a s\llstl tu te story or Creytr lars or st. Jl.Qls 
Otf'll'lot begin to ccq,are with OrM1 bJ Qiarles Hl£11Uon. Nenrth el ua t camot qui te accep c. 
the &1sertton tha t the sutistt t uc.e .wries lt tt no IIJC)rtsalon at all. I ban tbe r eeling 
that 1:1811 C.D. readers beatde ?:W"Self cOOld sum::m-1.se the plo t s ot say. •SportS!lt n All'• 
•Sk.tmer . the Sklppe~ . •n, e Boy tra:D South Atr l oa' 1 'Linl ey ttlnoX- 1 •The Ci~ 
Sc:bool ttascottt 1 

1 1'be SchoolbOJ Report.er- me! •ETery Inch a Hero" 1 prol'tded• ot c:ourse, 
tbat tb e lr ~les were Jogged bJ renal.Ing the no or the central character In each 
case, 

'fJ'is:f!i-oo~= "~~~ ~~~en U:;t1
~~ ~:! ~ kni:a::U:: ~ ~~ ;!· s=tu:S 

rm . 1 ha'Ye a lJtqs belln ed this t o be a tact beca~e or what you wrot.e ln the 5th c.o. 
AMual. To refresh 1our CJQ100I")' - oo page 3 you state that you beUeve Brooks M"Ote 
cos t or th e Clem., troo 1926 - 1931, Slid on page 8 YfN. mre or l ess oecept tb l s to be a 
tac t. F'ra:n ttrn onwanla I believe dlls has been generally accepted to be tMle by men, 
coll ectors or the Cem. Perhaps there ma, have been an ear li er st.at.ement by .soaeone elae 
abol.lt th.ls sut,Ject. 

No" we hear tba t Fl'SlClaWanrlck 1'aS generallY responsible t or c:aost of th e stor i es 
1n Ull a l)Elrtod. I reel tt ls or Interes t to collecto rs as t o who M"Ot t the Slbs tttuc.e 
f8"1s. libether they ~ gooa er bad. ls beside the point. It by a sk ilful md decttcetad 
..-tter you gean a ..-ti.er of higher aoc.oGl)llatamts tn Tl'le tn"lt-lng worl d, such as Warren 
Bell or Wodehouse, I don' t bell l!l'e they ccc,,l d ban dClle a bett er Job thin th e best or tM 
sub llll"lters ... name).y, C.R. Sl'.Dl'QS. 

~~f ~1TNJa~~~ :Sc~0~
1!4:!~r :C:e~U'J~:i ~:~·st~~/~!~~~ ~as 

fOW!.8, HY" ltmtted tnfonmtlon a t th.at t!D caae trcD Tl'le l"'te Herbert Lectenby 1 but 1' 
ls elenn year s since that art icle was 'fff"lttcn, and air bas te lmotdedg e was sl18h t then , 
Cot:;)ared wtth Clat tt hna becoirs wlth th e pa.,s tng or t t a:e. 

We m st not onr l ook the tact that , between esr].y 1926 t11d the s tart or the reprtn ts, 
neer].y }00 stories ep;,eared 1n the Geo. It ooulCI still be fallac.y t o 8SSlllll3 tha t Francis 
Wanttclt •,row most ot tbem.' He cauld Mve lll"1tt£n a lqe nwrt>er ana still bave left 
;,len~ t o be credited to tt-. Brooks or other ...-tters. At eJJY ra t e, I f"CO"et the fal se 
trrpresst oo I my have gt wn 1n tha t old article or mine or core Ulm a decode ago . 

~? 

A collect ors' Digest supporter, Councill or P-~trick lfurray , Hon, 
Curat or of the Museum of Childhood , Edinburgh, recently wrote a delightful 
appreciation of Frank Richards in "T::e Scotsman" . Mr. Murray end ed his 

article , thus: ----- - .. ·--- ·-· ··-·-·- ·-- -.. --- · ···--- .. -·- .. ·-·-·· .... -- .. -·-- .. ··- ....... 
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"Though Hamil t on i s not ye t cons id ered t he be s t of school-st ory 
writ e rs , he i s certainly t he most uru sual , and as al l the 
Bri tish worl d admits , c ert ai nl y the most memorabl e ." 

For our part, we enquire - If Hamilt on was not the bes t of s ehool 
wrt t ors , th en who was ? Wodehous e wrote some good sc hool s t ori es over 
fi f ty years ago , but wo would hardly cl ass him as a s chool s t ory 
writ er . His f ame has come in oth er sphe res of lit erature . Coke wrot e 
a nandful of excellent school s t orie s . Cleave r prod uced a mi xed bunch , 
some good , some i ndiff e rent. Read wrot e about t hre e exce llent s t ori e s 
of sc hool lif e at the end of t he las t century . Avery wns pro lif i c in 
school t ale s f or th e younge r r ender , but he wrot e nothing memorabl e . 
Admir ers of Brooks might put hin forward as a candi da t e , but much of 
his wor k ha d t he fl avour of adventure and de t ect i on. 

Char les Hamilt on devot ed hi s l i f etice t o th e mos t popular school 
s t ori es in t he world of f icti on . His writ i ngs wer e devoured by sc hool­
boys and adult s f or s i xt y years . When he di ed , countl e ss thousan ds 
grie ved . If be was not t he best writ er of schoo l s t ori es , th en we our­
selv es ore s turaped. Who Was ? 

* * * * **** ** * 
OTTO HAUUJt seeks Vane st . Jobl 1 s 'Ktn.g Phoroah1s Tower" and •eut wJth the Pir ates or 
Old9; also 1nrormt ton about the Vtcto rl an publJ sher Oecrg e Harris on. 170 Flee t Stree t 

~E~~~:r :n_a1;~~o~:l~tors1 Di gest Off ice . 

WIJfflD: Host ts sue between lJX) and 500. ~ . Host Issue between 712 and 879. All o 
Nos. 935p_953, ~ . ~ J 975, 960 , 964, 905, 989, 990, 992, 993 , 996, 1129, 1150. 
~ "' • 52. 134. 1,t, , 141, 195 , 205, 251, 238, a,g . 2n. 310, 319 , 353, 1,00, 417, 
~, l&J9, IP) , ~ . 719, 752, nJ, 751, 752, 762., 763, ~ , 80CJ, Hos t Issues 
betrreen 821 md 890. 900, 921, 924, 925, 936, 9'3, 911), 9142, 943, 9l,6, 949, 951, 965, 

ra1; :i ~e5: id ~ lll ! : ~~:.~;l~; ~~~~~~~1~4.any or the above 
tasues. Gooc1 conditi on essmtlal . 
ouc rAnm, EXCEI.Bial: OOI.U, GROVE ROJJ>, St.llBITm , SlRRET. 

MA.GlET, GD1, s .o. L. Pre-war Fil o Magazines snd all ~ s or ;,re,-tJar oagas tnes and 
Annuals wonted end !or sal e. (Good pric es paid) . Ott ers tor lklton Jack Det ectiv e 
SUpplenent. Botn:I In two vol w:ies, 1922 llTld 1925. oi tver 1900, beautt!ully bound. 
WRfl'300 ,•CU.IG1£8t..RN'I • BOOSINEY ROAD, TUITJ.CEL. 

W.!!:!!!P In good cmd lt ton s.o. L1 s 19, 193, 195, 236 and 322. 
REV. A.. G. PCU:0, 68 F'INNDl>RE R0/ .0 1 BIRNJNGH/Ji, 9. 

WANTED: Rockets , Sport lJld AdYentures, al so Trllllt)hs (1 92,lr28) . Cash er ezchsnges from 
u:JTs"; fllrll ler , lixlem Boys, Nel son Lees (1927-33)• ott ered. 
JOON KJHG, 5 WHITE HART U.NE, UJUXJ", N.22 . 

,. ................................. ., .... , ....... _ ........................................ ,., ............... .,,. .. ,., . .,.,, .. , .... ,, .. ,.,,., ........................... , .. ,,.,, ........................................ . 
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Heett ns he}d February 27ihe J962 
During the ten yaars or more or exlst.eni:e , the Nldlard Club has been lucky tn 

havq ,a,e veri l.mport.Mt end intere sting people as Tlslt.ors rrom t me to ttce . nrto e 
tr . Clw'l es Olapoan bas been tbe guest or honour and on another occas ion be brought along 
It'. c . N. Oolll. Herbert LeckenbJ !11.'.lde two Ylalt.s md we have been graced with the 
pn:senoe or bis !UCCessor Eric Fayne. Otber notable O.B.B.C. peraonalt tl u 'llho haw 
attended our meet.top have been Don Webster, Ncnren Prasnetl, Frank Case, Len Paelai:lln 
snci 8111 Lor ts. But l ike the otber Clubs, l t wna our dremi Bl!t>ltt.-i to have t.he GOH 
htqelf sometla&s. Charles Hamilton as guest or h-Onour. Now that dream •111 neTer be 
roa l lsed, but we have scme consolation 1n bellll eble to S8¥ that at our lnat meeti ng we 
were proUd to welcome th e great author's niec e , Mrs. U'la Ht1111lton Wright. Brought al ong 
a'¥I lntrodue ed bf Jack C<rbett, Hrs. RomlltCll Wright gaw us sea» TIII"f tntere attn g 
det ails or tM career or her remcus tkicle .. r.veryone pNSent enjo;yed her vi s it and tc was 
our Cenent wl.!tl U\:'\t tt will not be the l as t ooe. 

'Ihere ,es no progracce. ror thi s notab l e o«o.ston the Cbatm..,n had Ulr"oN\ th e 
ceettng open. Arter rerresbmen t s th ere were qu ite a nud>er or old bo)'s books tor sru.e 
cheap ( and I mean cheap) . Jack Corbett had brought along s.O.L• s , Hag.net s and C:ecis md 
ttree Holi d.V Annuals. 'thole .reaen t were apart trom >t-s. Rmllt(lfl wrlgbt, ttr-s. Wlntrred 
Brom, h t ss Wl n Part ri dge , Hessrs . J. Ccrbett , r.w. Port er , E.J. Davey , Re,y Bennett• 
J . TCCll.lnscri, J .F . Relltleld and the Secretary , 

RAAAY BROOTEll. 

t1eettng held Hsrch JOth1 J962 

As mttct pated, there was a tuner attendtlnce o this aee tt ng, a. pleosm t cCJ1tl'Mt 
t o th e Febf'Ull")' get-t ogether , aro we were o:>re U'lan pleased to se e the re turn of Hon:lM 
Pragne ll Md Johl F'8lTell, af t er their recent lndt spos lt14n . Tbe absence or sudl regUlars 
ls t elt kcen].y ln the seotton t s ootlTltlu; the ceotlt)is do not ,eem the same •lth out .,,. .... 

We got ot t to an ear 11 st art with th e secretary's N t>Ort, roll Ofted by th e usual 
discussions on a var let, or club Md sec t.too t:1Stters , and the plann ing or ruture pro­
grame s . fll.e sale or o. m,:t,cr ot surplus l lbror'Y bocb kept the eOlll)MY buay t or qui t.e 
a. flhll e, and tt wo.s re,o l ved t.o pll'Chase replacei:en ts, u tar a., our modest ftnds permit. 
After ret'N~ts , ooce aga in l a ldm tJtbe lnderat tgable tt:rs. Wtnctsor, we weN tre ated 
to a reading by Jotr'I F81'Nll - th is "8.8 rTail a Gem story publ ished In 1911, 5ld Jotrl gaw 
a reallY' captt:tl r&Mertng or b t sSJbjeo t, Wbteh was malnlY th e descr iption or a baling 
match be'-"een tlJO gentlemen bearing t be co l otrru1 nm::Jes o r 'The Chicken• end 1 NE!DO'. 
Natw"'nl.11, the right man "cn l lnother Nad lfl.£, bJ Nonmn, "8S wit ~tel.T .,_crowded out• 
dU9 co l a.ck or tt me, but we l ook r orward to hear ing lt next month. The eTenLng ended wltb 
..... --...... ..,,, _ _._ ... , .... _, ......................... -..................... , ...... , ........................... _ ...................... ., ..................... ,.., ........ .., ... _ .............. .. 
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the us\1.11 lt brnry busines s, ord al l pt'ese n t dep orted well satts tt ed , tr regre tful. that 
travel d tr tlcUlt l es cake a ntne o' cl ock ft nl!lh necessa,ry. 

Next oeet l ng , /.pr U Btb, 6 PA at Btl l Wlnc1sor's. 
F'RI.NX CASE. 

r,eet tng he}d Sttt ur;dgY, Hgrch l ot.h. 

Despite th e mi serable evening , 18 mea>ers orr l 't'ed to truc:e par t in '4':la t proved to 
be one ot t he most enjoyable cieet tngs eve r hel d In Hy(!e PJ.rk Road. 

Ceott rey Wild e, CW.lra:in, wel caoed one or our new De-lii>ers CWC.tng his ttrs t 
eppearonce - Eatn:1 Dinsdale or Bradl ope. Another new ;,os~ l ciember, tan Menzt&' of 
SUdbur.,, Ont.erio , CMada , he.a also enro ll ed, 

Cerry f.lll son t hen mnowicea th e out,,,,standtng ne\\3 tha t P. c. Wodehouse, the 
Wor'l~taoous ftlltl'lor. h as accep t ed th e Presiden cy or Ule Norther Sec t i on. This n ent 
bas alreedY made th e heix!Unes In Northern papers , Md Hr . Wodehouse•s chan:lt ng l etta­
ot acceptmc e of •the honour - or honor, as we saY over here • ffl1S M!OO out . Coples bo.1'9 
been sent to pos~ cea:icr s did to the FAl tor ot t.he Collectors • Diges t . 

11,e sp e.aker tor tho eYt1'11118 was Breeze Bentley , In anno\.llclng h lm, th e ohe.tmm 
reren"ed to i.1'le recent dfss.strous gales which han swept the North , but sa ld •thte 
Breeze from Brodfon:1 was al1¥eys welcoce . • And aft.er hearing th e ta.lit that foll owed c:ri 
tCharec t er s 1n the Re:iove at Greytrlara t we ell full)' en<1orscd Geotf t s remart . Jt ts not 
oft en ooe tull.y real ises 'fflat th e word ' spe ll - bound' meMs1 

Refl"e3hlents aoo oonversntton brought a Jla?iiy nen tng to a cl ose . In th e regre t­
table abaenee or our secntaJ')' through Il lness, th is re pcc-t t s vrlt t en by 

NCR TKERN'D!. I I J • 

~ 

A happy !l'ld jolly meeting at th e Coodrt ch Ro.ad SehOol i.ieetl ng on Batl.nlaY, Karch 
11th , no n It the worthy hos t Hor ace Roberts 1 was mob l e to be pr es ent owtng to lnclt s­
pos lt lon. However SOl!'le or us spoke t o h ie over the phone Md an those present s igned 
tho 'Get wen• card . We do si ncerely ho:,e Hcrc ce will .\oc:n be h is old selt once eeatn . 

Roger Jenkins re ported o. coostdernble Incre ase tn Har:ill t onlan Li brary bus iness as 
a resul t or the r eoent ndvertlsecen t t n th e c.o. There {ll"e now over 90 names on the 
book!!!, nbout 50 or "'1ocl are ac t ive borrowers. 

John Wernh oo 1va:1 wienlmu.,l)' el ected e lif e honorcry c,ec:t,er r cr h i s generous er rorts 
on beholt or the Harntlt&\len Library . 

A hlb:>l"QUS re ad ing by tlllltc ent L,yle eboUt Pro ut ond Coker troc the Nagnet sto.ry 
11'le Remove Detective# wa.s great l y enjoy ed. f our r tne qutzzes , tnclucttng a s t. Patrt clc•s 
Ir ish QJtz ffert al so enjoyed by the exce llen t attendance . Fnnk Case an-tvlng s tr olght 
troo the L1varpoo l ., Leyton Footb all Hatch at •Btg SJde• , ntc e t o Bee you F'rMk. 

8111 md 11rs . NolTls ,rill l ook nt t cr us next oonth , SUrda;y, AprU 15th at 71 Ou n 
ROOO, Cr tcklewood. London, N.w.2 . Phone OLAdBtone 81!13. Kind l.¥ le t 8111 know t r 
lnt.endlr« to be present . 

SU.ltab l e thanks to t.lle two ladle s tn c.horge or th e v1terlng trcD Don Webst er 
cooclUded o 'ftIY happy meet Ing. 

ltlQE BOOAIIIN. 

HMACE ROBmT§ 

On Sa tun;tay 1 17th Nsrch , th e London Club ciet at Mwlch a., Che guest s or ~ 
Horacfl Roberta. 11cti>ers learned with re gret that H~ce hod sutre r ed a heart 8'!Fk end 
~~ ... ~ !H ~ at'4lnd . AU th e seoe, grtev~ ly ,lll ,tho1:Jll he, WYA .. he .~!1ed ,,t o .... 11 ........ .. 
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speak i o a tew aed>era 11t!.o t..eltf,lhoned t.o hla. &.\ch mer:t>er or the Club, C.hal. nentna, 
put h1a signature t o a •oat w, u• cerd rcr Horace. IAH than '"° da7s 111.t er he tlll!I.I dtad . He di ed In his cbalr on l't:lnd01. 110rnln& Klrd1 19tb. It. 1li a gre at l oaa io tbe London Club, tor he hi a D:11 ot t u n «-tbaa taa a,-, t oe* a &Nat lnt ll"est In all th e Till'loua a1terprt•a. Be wa11 the club'• Nel lCfl LH Librarian. 

Hcraot , lltto wu a re Urtd Cl'fll &inant , waa In hi• l at.er Wfen tl u . He •W be .oN lY mlHf:d . 
c.t behal f or all Its Nad tn , cx:u.EC1QIS 1 DICEST upnsaea deepen C)'D()8.tby to Hrs. Seti, Roben 1 &rd lb t t • l.17 • 
The fWIUal i.oot plac e ac. Stre atbam CCietu, on Wemeada, , 21.i. Ner-c.h and ttr. lANx1ard PIIICk!ffi aU endid, N!1)NNntl.,- UM 0.6.B. C. 

CDS 19}5 - 2 blxl'w:I 'OllSlel , o.1nt conditi on, ott ers , bt er Boots , mlnt cop tea , 27 Utl H &Tall$le, tea HeJT7 J.r.nua11 and e ui, Bmter 1s Chin. Taratt Book t or Boys, 81&1. fla1>iOnd GltndeMtnp Bcolc or Spor< ror Boys, 1960""' 61. 51- """'- •u oontaln Rlchftrda 11.0r"IH , R,AJI. Cood,ear The Hope or His Houae. T.gd, SI-. Plm tDON 'lbNt Sct.ool au:., DOd, ed, ti ne. }I-. FlmecoN t~ t.c,c.r t.n til t ruu1 , ed. rtne JJ• , Gmb7 Radatti, Nn er SO OleJ t.ad. SI-, In Md out or School , cbo.m b1 Buoker ld@.e ti ne ln d,•, 10/ -. SerktleJ Grat , n. Lol t Worl d or Eftr u t }I -. Rqlnal d Bro""•• P~~ or the fourth, u ne. 61·. °"JD Enns, nw Nan w1t.h the scar l et siwu. good rettdtng cow or scare• boot 121&:1. BrtNian, A Hero or I.J.lckn<lll 111 l a tney •.g ood SJ-. c . Naol'lll e f'- ln tb e t18b!I•• Cirasp , 111 Lancel ot Speed &d. 51- . Halliw ell SUto.Utt e thkT th e ll)lte CoctacH , ll l T'asl.aend •.Id,. 51• . t1cl\r '10lurac1 Chatterbox , Capt.at n , Scout, ~lor Amual• , Ba11 or the £:tc)IN, Toq Hen or creat &rltatn, ew., tor sa l t or e:a:otwrna:•. 
VDtNCN LAT, 52 OIJCl.£~ H GARDENS, WHETSTOOE, ~ . N. 20. 

• ~ s.o .L•s 42, 258. NtllCII) Lee No. 1)) (old IIU'lts). Tolr price paid plus poll.age ~l ier bu ,oae s.o.L •• , Nelsoo Leu, Gem Md Nagneu tor exdwlge onlJ , MIA. ,l 111'.LT • BRITIEII MASSY\ RERJAVJIC, ta:LAM>. 

~ sen.on BlMe Llbrarlea tat 1erlea Noa. 11, 17, 51, tCS, 109, 111, 198, 2Ci'I, ~2nd tertes Noe. 293, 296, ,c6, lll2 , '474, 1£5, 520, (,/;'/. ~ loo Jacu 689, 691, 693, 102, ~. ns. ~ . 111J, 785, 786, 788, 79.,, 7'98, eoo, 802, eo.,, 809, 811, 8U, 811,, 018 , 1~ • 1<:64, 1038, 1)90. 
l'M . J . PACI01AN, Z7, AilCRDAlE R()\1) 1 EJ8T tu..WICI, lDHXJf, S.E.22. 

~ a.o.L•s Not. 6o an1 68. JtaeMU "°'-829, 862-665, 867, 868, 87'4, 869, 879, 88'4, 896;-B97. 900. 
CR. R. WUBC»f, 100 BROCl'f'IElD ROJ.0, CLASIXM, N.t. 

~ ~t~~.;. 6~~i:!c~ 1gi~/ao!;; 1~}~!:i:r pe~~::-:;~1929. '-S. e, Olt.ltllDt, 252, CAfllfDU.L B1RECT', CUSG<Jl. 

NDf PT.Amu; SfAATINC IN NRI toffHIJ COlLEC'n'.!§' DtC§7T 

DANNY'S DIARY 
DemT 1, a sehoolbQJ or uact.17 rtri, ,ean aa:o. !bore Is not.bin& smtl m8n&a1 about l'.MmlJ', but we tb tnt U!.e ent.rt es ta h11 01,r')' • tcuoh yo\r h een.- s&rlJW,. We bope 70u .... eotns to Ilka Donny. f.lBCIIU.TDfG - ,u,uu; - STiRTS NUT IOml. 
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YOURS SINCERELY 
( Interesti ng lf.effiS t roo the F..dltort :s Let t.er-Ba.5) 

· l+llf'II Un• • Pi t'• • o1.'l op ·.,, ll 

er:~,~ !~~~.-;t~~l:lY 
appre ci ati on or Prowseta cover-work, 11dllch I 
still rt nd moat attracti ve and colourtUl. It 
wns certain ]¥ a dr awing-card .tl.en I was 
e:ztr~lY 1otr1g and gorged C!l)'seH on tbe 
octventtre s or Butt a.lo BUl. I knew R.P. 
stood tor Richard Prowse , but the custerJ or 
authorship of th e A.ldlne B.B•s ls st i ll m ­
solTed as tar as I a::i conoern ed . Pertiaps tbe 
Digest iflll aolTII i t. ror mo som ttmo. I 
re ad theci occas looe.117, but rtoo that Nlat 
thrtlle:t oe NI.en I was a y ol.l'lgater tlOIII' sm..isea 
ce . nae d ial ogue t s tn>e melodr ama, blA 
Yfleth er lt was natural t o the wrtt ers or an 
atteet.atlon I r1ro lt hard to decide. Howenr, 
I st 111 have a soft spot for the se a ttractive 
littl e books with th e ir au:ractive CXJnra. 
HQ they U ve l ore . 

(Th o book So1.l'Vffl lr llllhtm t s 811'arded n err 
month tor th e Star Letter ot th e CICflth goes to 
the sender or Ula above. - ED.) 

• 
GF.OOCE ~ (Shettleld): I om llll'Prls«l 
and S11l OTer Basil Adar:I' s reciarks e.bOUt 
Tom• s ·expert ence In Nobodyt s StUdY. I thtnt 
th a t Tm showed hls pluck. by agreetng to Spend 
the ni ght In th e halllted rooo , and ,men he 
evcntuell,y fl ed it woa tho action or ooy EIOt'l:l&l 
school.bo7. ' NoboctY• s StOO)" was the bes t gbost 
storY tha t Olarles fl9i:11lton ever wrot e, and 
th e eerie ata:,sphere In th e story was cn.sterl.7 
.critlng. 

~~l~~~1Wie(:~!~ ~th~~~e~e~:wa~~°::1 ~ ~e!:v~~:-::;~t~s 
ot £. s. Brooks elw.lYs had fir st place . Art er be ing out or to uch tor ,ears, Md now turning 
back to the old papers , tt ls still St. F'rank's fer me. Also , I U nd waelf l app ing ~ al l 
Ule Victor O\.D"Ul - Bertceley Grey stori es I can get . Tes , s ir. 

:ltY:/F~1°£~e(~~~~ :on~~ ~~t~~!:"~!~ ~ 1
~

1~.~~m-!~1= ~~~l 
School. Doesn't myone lik e theft7 I aoi 
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~/~c!J~YJi~!"~~:~::.~ =:':'~~ !..d:.::i;}:ueta!n~.~ !:: ~-
-'endard or quality boCh ln C'f.io.lea and lllualratlon a that a tr1Tlal miter llkt lbla (.-.:I 
lt 11 ~ Sl"lYlal) .. ., co j.-. To balance mi.t.era, let • coq>llMM JOU on ir. Baddl•• 
not torpttlne -Ill>. I .. jcpi rt1lllll8 ol)OUt thoD In Ille 1~ Amual 1111<1 e-,.,... IO In 
UM 1961 ldttton. 1'be7 ae. to comt N&ll.J' ali ve, ~ 1 c• oni, aa..- U-, aN tMlll 
trc. Na1 1u,. CM"t•C: w haw an occutmal ato17 about t.bel:a ln Che 1:1a1tblt? 

kJj --~N~W:V:'=?~.~!.ulo~cu ca:i ~n~r!rln:e!r~\~ ~ will 
Rill be altn u tt ta tode!r. 1111 wlll cml7 be US"o\llll lbe reading of hta sicrtea, and 
It 11 IO U. credit or U. o.s.s.c. lttnrl ea that oollect.tona of hl l aicrtea are betng 
t)NNl"ftd mtll ... .-ialb.J.e pUl>UIMI" decides to reirtnt the crt11nal Ules of lh8 Coldln 
.... I wu 1"90tntl7 off ered a TOl!.9! ot bcuK1 Hagnets of 19'9 t or £17 tor JI. tauH. 
!hla .... bt&tl tor 19'9 1,we,, twn 1t bomd. I aa atrald in e prtcea da:anded bT Ille 
market an 111::b aa to mu the oollecttcn ot tlainih tq>oaslble tor tJ1rt ~ not poutHtfll 
ao une8l'Tlllild tnoome. I did not lltr' tha lflnt«K:e b7 \be plt,ltsbera of t:be Bmter t>OC*a CbaC 
arrq...,,t.a aN belr'W llle(te to bure tb8 ai<rte.a c<mlnt»d by ot.ber writ.era. Ia t:bla tnat? 
It .a , tbi 1U1a1t.er1 81',d dtspatr oau..eci b7 the old , m .. 1t .-1 tn ttagnet sxl CttJ will be 
wtlll ua again. 

5li!iJl!ll!ill! (-,tlelO): Ba .. j ... boC reeding •suc,,oned BJ Belt.< b7 Job> BetJ.m>, llllCI 
aa111 8Cl'OII tbl f ollowing Une a In cbept_. 31 fRa lnbow can on WedneadaJ - "1.Cb Ult: pl'!llkt 
tot Tl& .. Tlll Mid Bcmte Bluebill am h.- magic glo-.ca.• 

t bed 809e 1\11'7 b8'W bolra wltll T.T. llf'H lt IIIIO'" moons co. 

~ ~=:!a~~ :.!::' ::: =~ 1:.~ ~·:t~1
~t •:

1!':u~~ Md 
not ibe all-deT<Mrlrc ~ he ].aier bec8ml . a• a a pit, U>e preaa writer s on the 
B• llt<m aaaa camot get bold of tuc:b storiH before trou.gtng ln tbetr •T8l'OClb89 and tt 
1111 7ou oat bualneaa t.o Cbe uclUaton ot ner,thi,. lb.at Clede c.n. grea t Sld la..tlll&. 

=rJ! 'i1~~~: dt~:~a:' o~~~ · :..~::;r a ':t::;'~~=:,.1:oo 
~·•· Pl.ency or tin e sior1aa. aepectaJ.lJ bJ c~taoo with rt•al pub1Jcat1on8• bU& 
pert&c,a lac«tnc the 9Qltatlc clow or a few 1aar1 pNTIOUIIYf this would aeea '° be abCat 
a f a ir •lllllmT• 

P'.!;Jeo~(~=:! 11:~it ~c!0~~1:~~~!'~~al ~~:r:~ 
I mould Ute to aabaartb e , eoo. of lbe IUll•.i.tona '° tar made. t f aTour a f'rMlk R1cblsrda 
Ward In a dltldren•a boc,1141. 

llll S!' HANILPUANA 
Hr. Prout rou.i ln pc:mero11117. CNJfr'lan bad bem bU.llt ln the daT• .ea«i 

1:Glldert .... bulldertl but lobe lillldJ floor oreauc:I a Util e \nler IT. l'ralt•• t.Nad. 
TS- had btsi an ttr. Prout bad •lgbed oai, twelft none end c(Q]O beTe been _____ _ ________________ H/_ .. ___ ........... -



··-·-·----------- · ·-----------·--· ···--··----· 
MUW"td romd lbe .... Wltb .. onUMI')' ,..,,_ •aaurc; but IZIIOM dlQ'I"'" lq J)Ut. 
atnoe IZloN dQ'9 Prout had found, •tih fffll7 puslrc ,ear, 80N m!. IION dltrt ouJ.tJ ID 
bUttontng hi s mtstooat. Perperx11eularl1 Prout waa not 1q)re11tw; but hi• dt m11t.er ana 
Glrctderence -re blpoatna. 

Cert.alnl1', tr. ProUC, was not of Sl ace, er a lil1'1lque• to roll dOII\ QM R..,.. 
"81.rcaM wICb IIIJllllt.7. All cmr ttr. Pr<m were dl 1t.rtbuted aabta encl pain, too 
n&a'!rOU:S to comt: be bod been ..-nnlJlhoun \i> trca heed to tooi • a Cbe 4-&•, 
tblr"efon, -. extanllfl , tor tbeN ._. an etor.%1:JUS .:>lll t of Proai betwNn bt1 bud 
and hla feet . 

(Proa • eoter Caots • cn,11!>.,. • Hacnet No. 11291. 

Sent In by Oeot trey Wllde, lMda. 
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