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THE EDITOR CHATS WITH HIS READERS 

THE GREE!! BAY TREE: 
Last 11011th ve referred to a reader vho vas asked to pay .C17 for a 

volume containing 34 Masnets of 1939, lie @i'Ve our opinion that such 
prices ere deplorable, ill the same, it is certain that most of us , 

at different times , have paid quite happily throuah our noses for cer­
tain items vhich ve vented. In such cases , where a bar@i!.in ia lllllde end 
fairly kept on both sides , nobody can have any cause for complaint . It 

ia enotber matter entirely vben a purchaser pays for something end then 
gets landed vith a load of junk or itans which he did not order or vent, 

Ever since our mov...,nt started the petty shyster haa been in our 
midst, on tho look-out to "pull a fast one" over sme unwary soul . The 

da, of th e larp-Bcale svindler in old pspers •- to be passed, but 
the petty shyster is slvaya vi th us . lie appears to nouri sh like the 
green bay tree , At regular intervalo , at thia office , ve get reports 

fzcm readers vho have had unhappy exper iences . 
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Our advice to purchasers, when dealing vi th unknown vand ors , is 

to ask f or s detailed description , in vri ting, of the papers you are 

buyin g - the quanti ty inv ol ved, t he serial numbers , and t he condition of 

same. If the seller is "too busy" to give you this infomation , you 

will have had a lucky escape. 
Above all , exercise your own common-sense . This green bay tree 

flourish es on the careless end the unvary. I/here largish deals are in­

vol ved, use an intermediary. This is a protection for both purchaser 

and vendor . 
Y.ost sellers and most collector s are straightforward people . For 

the rec ognised "dealer" , his r e puts tion is part of his assets , You msy 

have to pey a little mor e when buying from him , but it is to his advan ­

tage to give satisfaction to his customers . And it is a fact that there 

are avkvard customers acong purchasers also . The vendors have not a 

monopoly of the bl ack sheep. 
So much passing frcm Mnd to hand thrusts up the price of much 

material, grsdusl ly reducing it to junk in the process . This junk is 

cocpost for the green bay tree . 
We repeat, use your cOCEIOn- sense. You msy lose a snip thereby -

but it' s unlikely. 

YOUR EDITOR Oll HOLIDAY: 
Towards the end of May, your &ti tor hopes to snatch a brief holi ­

day in Dorset . Thi s means that the press day for our June issue must be 

put forward a little , and advertisers and contributors are reque sted to 

sand in material as ea rly in the month as possible . 

THIS MOIIT!l'S COVEJ!: 
Our cover this r.:onth is a novelty which we think will be welcome 

to our re ade rs. It is a hitherto unpublished picture of Tom Merry, by 

R. J . Macdonald, t he famous Gem artist who died some years ago . 

THE EDITOR 

... * * ... * 
RESULT OF OUR APRIL COMPETITIOll 

The prizes in our Pedro Contest were won by the f ollow ing entrants 

vhose fivo adjecti ves vere nearest to those selected by the Editor: 

P. J . CREIGHAN, Monaghan, Eire, who will receive the two issu es 

of the Sexton Blake Library f or the next six months • 
.USS E. J. PATE, Dnlmmoyne, Australia , vho will receive a nev 

volume to add to her library. 
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Ther=e' s been an awtUl lot ot new paper s out l atety. A chap's poclcet-money goes 
Just nOl'lhere, these days. La.st month ther e was t he •Dn adnought• , and a da,y or two ago 
IIIY bro ther Doug brought hone a new one called •Cheer Boys Chee~. The edl tor or th la one 
Is H11111lton bards, tif)o runs t.he Boy•s f rJ end, He alwa.y.s aeellS a b l t -.ig '° Cit, Doug 
aa)'s he ;each.es us to l ead cl ean liv es , but I think we wub t.oo aJCh anYWa.Y, Jessi e , ouf 
matd , ge~ ch@ped handa tro a "8.Shlng them too -.x:.h, Sld abe rub s Helro se on them. 

•Cheer Boys Cheer' ts a f at paper - 36 pages , llfld that ' s tour pages bigger ttl.8l'I th e 
nacnet, u.• s near Jy all seri a l , t.oo, 10 I dC111t think I hUld U ke tt . Douc 1&11 that 
'N ipper's Firs t. case- , all &bout Nebo n Lee and Hipper , by H.axwell Scot t, Is good, so I 

- try lt. They' ve Just put a st atue or Pete r Pen In Kens lng'°"' ~ ens, arxl I went wUb ttJm 
to have a l ook at tt. It t s ch i selled tn brcm.e bJ Si r Georae frupton. I told ttm I 
would rather have seen a statu e or TOii HerTY, .-id. she l al.llhed, 

Noell lng very wort.h-,llille In the Oeia: th i s na:1th, l ~se the bes t stot"7 wu 
•Ftea• s Fol l.)'.• lt was 1ooct tn parts, espectal)T the train -* • but It wu a k tnd ot 
l ove _ s tory about_,f lgg lns and Cou.sln Eth el . tt, pal. Llndn1 . S8YB t hat bi s s i ster cried 
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over tt, but I th ought lt a btt soppy. flos sl e Linds ay says Its th e best Gem she has 
ever N ad, so " ' dcri' t a ll see tht ngs ln th e same WBY. 

Ther e' s quite a good seri es or shOrt thriller t al es running 1n t he Gem, about a 
det ect1n called Klngs t.on , and hts a.sst st.ant, Dolores . 'Ibey .-e written bf Robert. w. 
Comrade. 

We went to Cl act.on tor WhltsW1, gotn g dCMn on the Clact<m Be ll e . J.. btg ship wU.h 
g iant pac:Mle-"'-eel s . • tt roll ed a bit after we lett Sout.hend , and l1Um kept snlttlng her 
smelllng-bcttl e . She dt«i t t Uk e t.he tri p much as It reminded her or tbe llner •Tttante• 
wtll ch hlt an Iceberg l as t month. 

Dad bought ?:Ml Lot-O-F'a1 . I ean•t he l p laughing. He alwa)'s splits hts sides over 
Dreamy Daniel . Then h e g ive s th e paper tc me and says: •Here you are , Danny. It ' s awful 
J'U)bl sh , but It'll keep 70u quiet tor tlve minu t es.• Dreamy Daniel has had a spac e 
mac:hlne tb t s last tew weeks. He ke eps go ing bac:.k dOIW'l the ag es "Ith It. U\deme a th one 
ot tJ\e pi ctures they printed : •There are speed traps tor motor-car s ald aeroplan es , bUt 
none ror Dreamy' ., sp ace machine. • 

Speaki ng or ae roplan es , the remous aviator, Wi lbur Wright , has j ust died ln 
Amer loa, or t)'l)hold r ever. 

Got ng back to Lot-o--Fun , J only look at th e pi ctur es usuall.y, but they h ave just 
started a ne" serial called •The Hystery or the Picture Pal ac e, • and I think I shall read 
thl s. I lik e going to th e pic t ures , esp ecl all)' fttlen they show pl enty or comlos . 1 11.ke 
Hax Li nder best. When I grew up I sha ll e ith er ron a pictur e pal ace or be a t Mlll drive r. 
I haventt decided Yhlch. 

On the boa t , Doug had the l a t u t Boy's f'rlend }:1 Library. I t was a 3choo l stor)' 
ca ll ed •The f'ourth Fr.ire. a t St. Basil's, • by Henry St . John. Jt 1 .s adve rtised as an 80 , COO 
word s tory. Foney 80 ,000 words ror 3(1. It ' s Indelibl e. 

I bought the l at est Magnet 'M'llle we were at Cl ac t<ln. I r ead lt , l!len we l'fent out tor 
a bre« e ri de to St . Os;yth. It' s been a good month In th e Ksgnet. 8>' rar th e best s tary 
was 1 The Road to Ruin.• Val ence had been exp elled rcr be ing rrl endlY wi th Banks, thi 
bookinaker. Wingat e mid Courtn ey ask ed th e Head to glve Val ence anoth er chance , but th e 
Head was ad i pose and wouldn' t . (Kie day a new bo1 nai:ied TNv ely M aITIVed rrom Cornwall. 
Because he was Contlsh he was dark lf'ld swartl'Jy and hod l ong hair. He saved Hazel dene rrom 
Banks. Doug says that Hazelden e used to be ni cknamed Vase lin e , be caus e he Is so greaa,. 
This new senior, Treve1Yt11, turn ed out t o be Val ence In dis guis e. When the Head tcund oui 
t.hat h e had s aved Hazeldene , he gave Val ence another chance. So Valen ee t s back at ON!f'"' 
trtars tor- good. I think tt• s a blt ind elibl e th at ·1a1ence could reallJ hav e oome baok 
and called hi mself Tre vel.)'an and nc:bC<Sy re cognized hi m, but It was a grand s tory . 

Bac.k at school aft er 'itllts m Cl)' tom. st.ll"ted Euclid. Al'tful aturt . Cart er takes 
Ule Nugget Library , and he has the l at est one: •Ttrt)' & Co and t he 811).y' Goai • . I aontt 
care tor t.he Nugget , but Cart er l aps It up. 

A new automatic t elephone H:chaige t s be ing tried out at Epsom. 'I1le rtrst tn t h l a 
comtry with a di al . n,ey s e:y It will tak e you Z7 sec ond.s to ge t a nwrtier Inste ad ot 62 
see<inds on Ute old sys t em. It tak es us l onger than th at on our phone. 

Flo s s ie Li ndsay lent ce her nen oopy or Young f'ollt Is Tales call ed 11Mabel and th e 
Hagle Colo.shes . • I re ad It when nobody was lo oking , and r cwid It quit e all right . I 
got the U'llon J ack tht s week. A gocd st.<:l"Y cal led •The Cashi er ed Capt a in . • Pl enty of 
Tinker In I t . I llk e Tt nke r. 

The Cricket Is gotna well at school. I wonder M\1 the Magne t arti st always shOfls 
the bOYs plaYIOI crick et with neckt i es on. He makes th e pit ches l ook awtull.)' rouahll,too • 
Our sportsmaster would lay an EH tr ne turn ed out tor gaces with t ies on. 

tb:i took me to the Chelsea Plower Show In the gromds er Chels ea Hospital. 111e 
king opened It the day before. I was a bit bored, but Haug)lty Culturlsts Uke It . In Che 
nentng Dad met w, and took us to see •Ben Hur- at DrurY Lane . Arthur Wonter was • Ben 
Hur-- lf'ld Reg lneld O:...•en wa.s •Hessaia • . tll e r ac e on the r evolving .st age was terrl f to . 

The ed it or or th e Hagnet keeps pr i nting letters fro m boys who rlll what th eY call 
an antt-11.egnet League. I wonder he bothers obout such things. It 1s quit e indelible . 
--·----·----.. -·····---·-·--.. ·-·--·--·--·----·--·----.. ···-·------ -- .. --.. --·- ··· ......... --·---· .. --.. -- ·-
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A attry of tJ,e Wonllfflul Adfenlvr" of St.tflabrass, tM Great DetecliH. 

Bys . H . AGNEW. -~··' " , ~, •• 1;.,. 11'111, J" I, " ;} ,If,·,., .... ,.,,,. """'f;,,. :: ., .:· ; .. _ 

OlR NAY <X>HPETITIOH 

lie lnTlt e re aders to writ e and t ell us the name ot th e sto ry f rom th eir youth 
rtilch the)' remember wttll th e gre ate st happiness , and tc t e ll us, 1n not IIIOl'e than 50 
words, th e ~ ason fitly they haY& such haPpy rec oll ec ttons or it . It can be any stocy 
from ,siy paper . Tour favoUJ"fte story on accomt of somethtng er:ceptlonal In th e story 
it se lf, or maybe on aecoll1t or saoe happy ~r s ooal exp(:rtenee on the day ycu read It . 

A new book priz e tor ;your li br ary will be awarded t o eoc h of the two re aders Jtiose 
ent ri es tickl e tbe edttcr's f ancy th e most. Cl os i ng da t e : HAY 16U1.. D'lt r les UQ be 
writ t en on a pos tcard or a meet or poper, "n b rour na=e and address , and should be sEl'lt 
separat el.Y 3ld CIBI'ke<! •Nq CoDl)etltt on. • 

An edcUt l onal pr ize will be llJl'arded for the best overs eas ent ry , sent fro m pl aces 
out s ide Creat Brlt at n et1d Ire l and. The cl os ing date t or overs eas entrl ea ls Jll,IE 16th. 
n,.e.,e should be sent tn the same way as home entr i es, ond .oark.ecl • Nay Coq,etttl on -
overs eas.• 

With our rc Tlew ot •Bunter , th e Caravanner4. tn Collector 11 Di gest 1aat month, we 
Quoted tb c pr ice a.a 916. 'Jhts should have been 10/6 . Pri ces seem to go up , th en doys , 
wJtA monotonous reg ul ar ity' , wit hout Ill)' advance notic e belng g iven . 

YE OWE CTN I qJE INN 

Too many peopl e stop l ooking tor work 'lfu1l tt,ey rve t<Ull1 a job. 

·--- ·-- ------ -------- ·------------- - -
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HAMI .LTONIANA 
w w. ,,... uv· ~., • ... ., ,, . .. ,_.., , ,u ... ·• u ,, 1n1, - ,._...._ ................... . ~ . ._. _ ..... . . 

f ....... _.. ,._.._. , T-.C. _, .,• ·~- • .--MM""',,_,,.,.,-,-,- ........... HIM' ...... ,._,... fM ............... ., 4't -f · 
4- ,,._, ... (' al("' " ' ,,_, .Jrn, '' ,..,f•h·•- • ""l;f' t#t t' -.H•i•t-.-11" ef .lfidl: rloltf ..... . 

F AHOC.§ §ER I EJ 
!l2....li 

By 
Frank 

Richards. 
Mli11h1H!i111111111tl llllll 

fll e opmlng s tory or th e Nick, th e Ctpsy series , ot 1923 . A temtltar th eme, 
dofl'I the years , ln the Kagnet - t.he boy stolen Jtien n ry small. This storT 
even Introduced one, Barengro, a name well-moll'l to early Nagnet ran, . tUcJt 
ts disco vered to be the YOll'l&er brother or Aubrey Angel . Not among v:i e 

Hagnet•a ve17 greatest , thta serlea, but Ter)' readabl e. 

Artist - c. H. Chapman. 



Page 8 

THE rJRST CRETFRIARS STQUES -
OR THE EARLY \.i\IT INCS <F OIARI..m HAHILTOO 

BY w, o, c , t.,otts 

A wrtter . ln an article some years ago , sugges t ed Qlat •Fr ank Rtcbard:rhad PQrba.Ps 
penned 8 rew dozen sto rt es tor the Trapps Roll:les popers 1smnes• • •Fl.fV'l1 cuts • , •world s 
Cotrile •, •Pl ct 1..re ru, 1, 'Vlflguard ' and •Coloured Comte•, and broudl,t the Yer,' apeed:y reply 
troc Charles Hamilton . that he had most certatnl )' 1'1'1tten no tower than one thousand 
t a l es tor th e above mentioned pUbUc.a.ttons . 

Recentl¥ I eo~leted my tnvesttgattons on the se papers, end eoas,tlecl a tu ll U n 
ot stories BM vartous pen-names usect. I can contt rm. that Hr. Hor:tll t.on was perteetl.7 
coJTeOt 1n ht s ata t.eoent. and was tn tact betng Tel")' modes t at the same ttmel A rough 
estltllte or st ori es written bf hi ll ln these papers would be lllCh nearer tht 2,000 lll8l"k. 

It has been a most t asc tn attng exper i ence tr ac ing this earl.y work , and pr obab l.y 
at tlcies I have telt as llllCh ncltement as th e lat.e Walter Dexter, ,tic, traced an ear li er 
sextct1 Blake stor')' ln Ho. 6 or the •Hal f penny Hanel r, 'llflen tt "as general. 11 bel tend 
that th e ver,r !lrst sto l")' ot tbts great detect i ve appeared ln the tta,ton Jack .' I mat 
confess th at In the put I hln'e been r ath er cn-tt loal on the repo rt. s g iven melnl.Y In the 
pre ss , of Charles Hamllt on111 a ll eged output, ol a t mlng th at he 'l'll"Ot e a full l ength •ttagnet• 
ffK1 •ceml st ory each week t or years . Ob"Ylous)y, to even th e most arde nt Hemll tonlan• 
subst itu te storles did appear at tl1:1es , m his output was t ar les s tn this tt eld then 
claimed to be. 

But s ince I have discovered , t hat 'ltlen he d id nr t te th e act ual St. Jlm•s and 
crey rrters st.ot,r ror th e Amalgaai.t ed Press tn the sace week, he a l so at Che SaQEI time 
had no l es s tha,l. tour other sto rie s appearing In tht Trapps Holmes pUbltc atlons. I 
oaMOt but mrvel how he IIDla&ed to tum out all thi s material t o be published In t he 
current week. 

Prd:>ab)y the most astonishing dt aeonry mde by l:l)'self, 11 that al.most a year bef ore 
the t trs t story or Creytr tars appeared In th e IKagnet • {February 15th, 19C8) the comic 
paper •smiles ' No. 47, dated Narch 19th, 1907, rea tured a ator, about orey rrt ars entitled 
•The Capta i n' s CUN•' 11\ts probabl.y was the forerunner ot th e ,ehool we know so well, 
a.nd the st ol'7 was wrtt t.en tn the btst •Frank R.IC'bards• htn,roua sty le , where the Capt a in 
or th e school - a youth named Conway - ( th e J)NdecesS<lr or Ceorge Wingat e perbeos) ctred 
two bUllles or 11\e tttth, named Lamb md Sharp , of s:icklna; c lgarsJ AnoUler boY menti oned 
was Tom ~wrence ot the Lofter Fourth (R.emovt} 'l'hl maybe waa at th e schoo l before ffan'7 
Wharton 8ll1 co arrived . 

Another ato l"f or Oreytrlar s appeared in the same oo:n1c - a ltttl e l a t.er ln No. 59 
dat.ed June 11th, 1907 entitl ed 11'!.e Cr icket Captain' Ttlen the schoo l pl ayed aaa tnst. 
R.edc:1.Ytr e and lost. by M tnn tngs l 

?lle v ill ag e or f'r t ardale has always featured pro mlnent].y In the Ore:ytrtara s t orl es 
tn th e •Ha&net' , and It wi ll be of grea t interest t o mMY that. Charl es Hamtlton wrote 
about. a f'rJard al e Sc.boo!, where th e n'.Wlst e r malnlY t eat.ured was th e t eacher of Frenoh - a 
tt,nsteur Morn8Y, ,tio not on)y spd(e anc1 act ed 11.ke th e f amous Nonsteur O\arpentler, but 
could ea.stlY have bem ttik en t or hl .s doubl e or twin brother& 

Tbe very ttr at Trapp• Holmes paper publlshed was the comtc 'FWVIY cuts • In 1890, bl& 
I camo t t tnd any tr ace or Charles Hee tl ton t s work m tll 1899. From th en on he aeeoed 
to turn out count less storie s 11.ke a %:!.80htne , Md tor th e tntoren of readers ,mo 
coll ect. tnt ormtl on about hi s school st.cr ies t llst some or the:i belcw tor their rec ords : 

Cl i f t.on CClllea;e I O,l gvtlle School I Blrch e111'18ll House I Clarenc e Coll ea;e I 
Castlemoor School I On.Wey School I Cllv eda l e Coll ea;e I Fr lard.al e r cbool I 
OrtQ'le Coll ege I Gre7tr lars School I Head l ard Coll ege I Dugdale Coll ege I 
Northorpe I Horthe lltt e College I RavenaboUl'l'le College I Pro f esso r Croaae r s 

.... - ... ---~1 -·tor YotJ'\& .. Oent J er:ien ·' .Rede]Ytte .. schoo l .. / .. st •.. ser l ol s .. eo n eae_ {Eutb •urn e> ... 
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st. Hild a ' s I St. FN<ta• a I st . K1' t s I Sl'farthnx>or School I Swarthmor 
College / St . cuthtlert'S I St . Nlchael's /S t. Tim' s I s t. Denny' s I 
St . Steve• s I St. ltate •s I St, tuck.ts I St. 11ary1s I St . L.ute t s I 
st. Htldre<Ps I st. Dunatan's / St. Oltv er •s I St . w1n1rre<1•s I St , 
Roru,1ts s.:hool I St, cecn a•s / and St, AndreW' s I the l a tt er reaturlng 
all Scotch boys. 

l,'hen one takes Int o consid er ation that dozens or storie s were writt en t eaturtng onlY 
one ot t he above s chool s one Clll get some Idea or Charles HBlflllta, •s trelDEndOUS output, 

A weakness that l have alwa.Ys round tn the M"ltl ngs or Hr. Hamllt cn baa been the 
repetttl on or llO)'s naoes - but l'ilen one conside r s his amazing output 1 teel \h at he C3l'l 
be excused on th i s point. St. Ronan'a SChool reatl.O'ild t1 Gore I ttr. l11d>l e (any relation 
tc the oreytrtar 1 s Gardener? } and a headmaster by th e name or Dr. LasceUe s (lffio D8Y' 
have been the rath er ot LarrY th e Greytrlars games-meater.) St. Kete • s had Arthur 
Nameless I Claver lng I and l1l"'. Balk eley. Another aeri es ot stories fea tured a Dtck 
Russell end Edna He.ltl and . Cl lvedal e School had a Clare !r"ld a Ger al d Blane. (The 
l atte r pres uoed to have been a substitute wrlt ert s charac t er ln th e 1Ciemt) wh11st l ast 
but not l eas t st. ouv er • s (writ ten 1n 1~ } boosted a Trlntll e I Ptggln s I Came I 
Cleveland end an Ind ian boY ot th e nace ot KoUCII Rao, l'lho was not only n tckn eme<J 11rucyr 
bf hls achooltellows , but spoke u: actl.y ln the SIY.W manner as Hurree Singh ot th e Crey­
trlars Removet I wonder tr he ts the same char act er who arrived at St. Jim's In October 
19131 

Apart t ro1:1 sehool sto ri es . 01.arl es HaDllton wrote hllldre<ls o r adventure yorn s , 
covering oowit r t es troa all part s ot th e globe. Many stcrles ei,penred under hts own 
nace, M\tl s t other s were l.llder o variety or perrnacMls. 'l'tle coq, ller or th ese , ~ lik e 
t o add th em also t o their records - to tb e names or tF'ronk Richards ' •Hart in Cltrt ordl 
•~ Conques t• •Hilda Ri chards ' •Ralph RectwaY' •Harry Dorian' (Circus s t ori es in PluoJl} 
•Prosper Howard' (ttrst stories In the •Empire t.tbrarY' and B.P.t. . •SchOol mcie,- canvast) 
one can add the toll owlng: ., 

Ciordon Conway I R tdl e1 Rec:twa1 I C Ill Ingham Jones I fr~ Drake I RobeTI 
Rogers I Reibert JeMlngs / trio Staii1ope I Talbot \l)'nard I Cecil Herbert. I 
Nigel Wal l a..:.e I Robert Stan ley I R~e lgh Robbins / Hamilton Greeni ng I 
F're-eDSl Fox I md oth er s . 

Even ~ n .:i. st ory was anonymous one could t e ll t.hat. O'iarles Hamilton wrot e l t, 
ncit only by t.he s tyl e , but by his In itials appearing at the end of the st.or:, . Another 

.:..ery strang e characterts t lc or ht s earl.y 1ff'ltln g_s, ,ras th e habit or alwa)'s w.dlng a 
, stciry In capital lett ers usin g th e same words M tll e t itl e. 

ll'ltll I CO!ltlll ed a Cull ltst or O\ar l es Hacllta1 •s work I al"aY S had the lllJ.)nisslon 
that he wrote tor the f l n:i or Trai,ps Holms Ltd., long before he start ed M'ltlng f or tM 
Hannsworth Pr ess , but on the ev idence coll ected by c:t)'s&lt thi s was not so. Sto r ies 
under hls °'91 name appeared In the •t-.ton J8ck' tn 18~ - acme ttv e 7e81"8 prior t o his 
work tor the comic peper ttm. A point howevU" which I ci:i attll r ather puzzl ed over Is 
IT . HaI:1llt.on1s state ment some :years ago th at he ceased to M"tte event u.:U.1¥ t or Trappe 
Holmes Ltd. - tl'lder th e persuas ion or Perey c;rttttth ... Who was t h e rt rst Negnet and Gem 
ed ltor. Accordlng t o llO' records Hr. Grtrtlth Jett th e AI:13lgamated Pr ess ar"Ollld 1911 -
and yet stories by O\arles Hamtltcn were appearing tn th e Trapps Holmes papers a t le as t 
ll> to th s end ot 1915 L or course there ls the strong posst blltty th a t these ClaJ' haw 
been reprint s or !OCB earlier tales - but certalnl.y not all. 

There ts al so the likelih ood or Trapps Holt:ies Ltd, hav ing plenty ot oat erlal ln 
band, but knowtna the work.Ina WaYS t o some extent or Juvenile publtahtn.g tt rms , I should 
think I t tr,0at ta'lllk elY t or th ea to hoard htndr eda or s tor i es r or several yearsl 

U ls er Int ention to publ i sh a t som later date a eoci>l et.e Bi bliography of the 
wort or Charles Hamllton, and 1 hope , th at 11'1tll thi s does appear, the re8der will have 
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gleaned kno"1ectge or tbe earJ.y work or tbe great est sebocl atorY wri ter ror tblil rtct 1;,­
juven tle CW"ttet or all ti l.le. 

As those Trapps Holmes pti>l teatl ons probablJ' boas~ as big a ci rcul at i on as 
the ' Ha>.nett BOO •cem• In their day. the at<irlia by O\arl es Bm.1Uton obYlous17 pl eased 
comtles s thousmds or readers. fo those renders who i:uiy regard these Q'J)es of c0t1los 
a.a trash t cruld ln closing do no bett er than quote Hr. HBDllton•a OWl wonts about thett 

tTheu coa tcs were vecy well elrculete<I tn thei r «say, and were very weu ­
pa.:rtng propositions. They were utter].y mllke the so-called •oomtcs • 
ot the present day - It •as before J.Qerlec11 truh Invaded thi s col.Sltry 
and vulgari s ed everytbl ng. • 

* * * * * 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK RICHARre -

2nd Edition (Charles Skilton 25/-l 
A Review by Ro,rer M, Jenkins 

Ch<lrles Hamil to n seldom wrote anything that was not imnensely 
readab l e , and t he Autobi ograph,y is a fascinating account of some of th e 
episodes in hi s life . It has all the old magic of narration, and when 
one begins to re-read it th ere i s th e S8ljl6 old r eluct ance to put down 
th e book until it i s finished . And yet ... 

It would be dishone s t not to say that th ere is a 'b ut '. 'I/hen th e 
spe ll is snapped , one r eali se s t he short comings . Why was there such 
complete retieence about his childhood? Surely this is t he mos t import ­
ant time in t he life of a writ er for chi l dren , What a pity that near ly 
al l th e narrati on relat es to th e period before the first world war . As 
th e author r ewarlced, everything e l se seems to have become tele scoped , but 
there are all so rt s of thin gs we should l ike to know about tho ' twenties , 
especial ly th e r eason wh,y he gave up writing for th e Gem for some years . 
Again , how we should have l ike4 to read about th e disputes with J . N. 
Pent el ow and others which were del eted f rom the Autobi ogra ph,y and con­
Si81led t o th e l ocked drawers . And what would we not have given for 
sooe anecdot es with desc ri pti ons of how they were built up in t o Magnet 
and Gem stori es , Per haps th e revisions that Charles Hamil t on had 
agreed to carry out would have met some of the se objections , but al as 
it was not t o be, 

lie must count ourse l ves luc ky to have what we do have, and there 
is no doubt t hat the new editi on is a great improvement on the old. It 
i s well printed on good paper, and has twic e as many "illustrati ons -
tholJ8h I personally could have wished for some fro m Magnet s cf th e 
golde n age . But most important of al l , there are fine add itions to th e 
book - a preface by Charl es Skilton and a postscri pt by Eric Fayne. This 
post sc r i pt gives a competent and skilful survey of Charl e s llamilt cn's 
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work from the collector ' s po;nt of view, facts and opinions being 
expertly blended , Even the inveterat e coll ec t or will find some nov el 
facts and stimula tin g opinions in thi s section . 

All in all, the new editi on is something that no collec t or can 
aff ord to neglect, If it proves to be as transit ory as the previous 
edition , it would be wise to se cure one 's copy befor e it too vanish es 
into lim bo . 

* * * * * 
M! EX:HO OF THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

By th e Edi t or 

In hi s Autobiography, Frank Richards r efers t o the first substi­
tute s tory wit h which he became acqua inted - a story in which th e 
Terrible Three were carried away in a balloon . The story k which he 
refe rs was obvi ously 11The Terrible Three I s Air Cruise". Years ago I 
recall writing about this s t ory to th e late Herber t Leckenby , and he 
repli ed: 11You know who wrote it , don•t you? It was by Edwy Searles 
Brooks !" I t ook it for gospel at the time, but I wonder now whether 
it was fact or whether Herbert was making a guess . "The Terrib l e 
Three's Air Cruise " was by no means th e fir s t subs titut e story in the 
Gem, as the Autobi ography seems to suggest . That honour (or o-::herwise) 
goes , I believe, to 11D1.Arcy Min or' s Chum" in llo . 53 . 

By a coincidenc e , I ref erred to the Air Cruise s tory in an ear ly 
chapt er of my "Tom Merry Cayalcade" which appeared in a C, D. Annual a 
few years back. 

* * * * * 
CONCERNING A RJ,,""'Vlt'II 

In e rev i ew or •'!tie Autcbloaraphy or F'rank Richards• In a North ern newspaper, the 
critic winds up with the follow ing: 

•Hr. Wtlllao Oeorge Bunu r, o. B.E., now 11,1ng In rettr ece o- o tt er a dJsttn gul shed 
c llltary career In t.he Cat ering Corp s , sa id last night: • 1r I tt8d not been Invent ed Jt 
would have been necessary ror me to exi s t . • 

'That som ds a paradox, which shows that I gained scmethlng rrom ~ education at 
creyrrtars other than a suecessJon or bUCl)lngs , thUCl)lngs, and a capacity tor consuming 
Jc,n tarts. 

•Without l:)e dear rr~ Richard s would havo been no1'tlere. I doubt M'lether the oth er 
charact ers or Crt-yrrt ars co uld have sus t a ined his weeklY outpu t without t'le. 

•Schoolbo ys , I reel , would soon have sickened or th e prtggl.sh-ness or ffaIT)' ~arton 
it ther e had not been the contrast or ~s elt - a mEW, dishon es t, mt rut.htul , cowantly 

glutton. 
'Bob Cherry ond Frank Nugent were %00l"8 hutw'l, because th ey 'flllleN allow ed to have some 

faults , but Wharton was tq:,oss l ble. 
tJ not on].y became t.he l elldlng char ac ter In the stories , but r.v Individual st¥le of 

speech, with Its •YaroohS- and •Yaroops• enabl ed Richards t o till manY lSnes o r cype , 



Page 12 

lllhtch otherwise would have demanded so::ie Inventi on 1n the s tof')"-llneu. 
That f acettoua ltt;t le piec e ls ob'Vtously lnt.endtd to be t\WlY, Md 1 perhaps, 

tt Is mlldlY aswslng . But tlbat strikes us In oonneetton wtth so tla'IY newspaper reports 
00 the subjec t or F'rlf'lk Rlcharas' work ta t.he fa in t bNath ot patrona,&e ,t,.tch ls ev ident, 
.»a, tn O'lnY oases , that tbe writers ot f.be nrttcles ha.Te litt le real knowledl,e ot tbe 
matter on Yl11cti t.he.y are writ ing . 

* * * * * * 
LF:r 'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 57, THE !'.AN AND THE MOMffiT 

All through hi sto ry we find instances of the r ight man being in 
the right place at the moment when he is most needed. The question is: 
Does the man make the moment or does t he moment make th o men? 

Charles Hamilt on came on the scene at the ri ght moment. The 
s~called middle classes had come into their own by the turn of the 
century , and I imagine that the chi l dren of the mi ddle-class families 
formed the bulk of his r eaders . The educa ti on Act s of late Victorian 
time s had brought t he three R' s to th e children of what used to be known 
as th e working class . So , from early in the c entury, there was a great 
new juvenile reading publ ic - vas t er than ever before in the history of 
t his land. 

The reading public vas there , but money vas not abundan t in most 
cases, so t_~t reading matter had to be produced cheaply. Men were 
needed whOJf)f could write s tori es which vould ente r tain the boys and 
girls of the new educa ti on . But, because the papers were sold cheaply 
to meet the limited pcclcets of the public, the authors coul d only re­
ceive a comparatively low rate of pay for their work. Therefore, t o 
make a reasonable livin g from their work, men had to write prolifi cally . 

Charles Hami lton was , of course , the most astotmding exponent of 
these gifts . There were many writers would could turn out gcod sto rie s 
occas i onally ; there were ot hers who were fairly prolific vi thout being 
yoey gcod . Charl es Hamil ton is unmat ched as one who coul d produce both 
quantity and qualit y. He vas a phenomenon. 

He lived at exactly the right time to take full advantage of his 
gif t s . Had be been )>om forty years soone r he would have been too 
ear l y; had he been born forty years after , he would have been too late, 

His biggest advanta ge was that he was a young man at the tim e 
vhen the great demand for reading mat erial was beginning. Ther e were 
a few other writers who were prol ific , and whose work seems t o have 
been pcpula r in its day - Henry St . John, Sidney Drew, Clarke Hook, 
t o menti on but three. These , however, seem to have been much old er 
men - th e oppcrtunity came, perhaps, just a little too l ate for them 
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to talce full advantage of it . 
Supposin g Char l es Hamil ton had been born into another ag e - forty 

years earlier or forty years l ate r. How would he have employed his 
gi ft s? It is almos t i mpossi bl e even t o surmise . 

He was at hi s greatest when using a canvas of huge , unprecedent ed 
dimensions . The year s as he appro ache d his peak and passed i t provided 
that canvas . He had t he talent and the energy to grasp the oppo r tunity 
which t hat huge canvas offered f or his particula r genius , Did Charl es 
Hamil ton make th e opportunity, or did opportunity make Charl es Hamil ton? 

His fin es t series ran to any thing f rom 300 ,000 to 500 1000 words , 
In rece nt weeks , scores of our r eaders have WTi t ten , expressing th e hope 
t hat the se grea t s eri es will be r epublished in book form. It i s a 
wonderful hcpe, but , in my vi ew, nea r ly an impos si bil i ty , The modern 
Bunter books compri se about 60 ,000 words . Imsgine the China se r ies , 
the Stac ey se ri es , t he Rebel se rie s in book form . They would make 
immense volumes , and t he cos t of printi ng t hem would be so high as t o 
place them beyond th e reach of the youngsters for whom they were 
;n tended, 

I sha ll not be surprised if something of th o sor t is a tt empt ed , 
but I rat her dread the expe r iment , f or I cannot see any of th e greatest 
old serie s be in g pr ese nted in modern book form withou t whol esa l e 
sl ashing pl us t he so- called modernisation of dialpgue, Some of t he 
sho rt er se ri e s might possibly be successful l y i ssued betwe en stiff 
covers , but I would not bank on it. The l onger se ri es would , inevit­
ably , be mere shadows of t heir f ormer s elv es .. 

A .:ew t ype of monthly School boys ' Own Li brary might mee t t he 
purpo se , but , even in the ol d days , the S. O.L., deservedly popula r 
t hough it was and is, was no t with out its drawbacks. The Rebe l se ri es 
had a new, pr ematur e ending given to it; th e Bounder-Captain series 
was wound up bef ore i t was completed; a Lee series , as noted in our 
columns r ecen t l y, was dott ed with in congrui ti es from prtmin g . 

In a mode rn i ssue of Schoolboye' Own I cannot envisage anything 
but ruthl ess cu ttin g and wholesa l e al t era tions . Few of us would be very 
sa ti s fied with t hat , I should be deeply sorry to see t he Hamilt on 
image cl ouded by anything which would , al most in evit ably, be second ­
ra t e . 

It 's just my poi nt of vi ew! What's yours ? 

OOH•T FMCE,''U 1 00lDE21 HOt.RS• HO. 4. Next Issue will be In Jt11e with ar ti c l es by wen ­
kn~ personal it i es . Coptes 4/· each. 
W'rlte: s. SHY'nf • 1 BRANOOH ST .. , Cl.OVll..LT, N.s .. w. , AlETR.ALIA. 



NO. 56 • • STAR 111,§ SET 

j~rT= ::1=~ 0!0-~l~ ~n-:e~u~:!,at~~~~es Hamilton taught that s:x>ktn& 

fl~W}ij1~~ areWbe~:i~ ~~e~~ ::\:; ~~~c:~edt~e1:rm:e~~!~~~~!:~ ~!d--
gotng through a phase during which MiY et ernal truths are be ing negl eeted. It has 
happened betOl' e but we shall ge t back to essential decen c i es as we have beton . Old­
t aah loned? Bo!ll.l You Dig.ht. as well suu est that the Ten Cocm.ndamt s or U'te Sermon on 
the t1owit are ol~t ashl oncd. They are sttll th e ti>st. up,-to-d.at e things In th e IIIDrld. 
Decency , respect . cons ider ati on, good mannl;l"s, corals , Pl&-t ng t.he 11:ar.c - th ese aren •t 
dirty wordsl They are part or th e essen ti als or lit e. i e nre still sutterlng troo tbe 
~rea? Idiocy or wnr, oo,.c,led wlt.b th e excesse s of th e blrth or the F'artWell Si.ate, an:I 
the otnuent soet ety has brought a •new loW' In stond.ards. The same thing h.a.a happened 
bet ore, but out of the depths has r i sen greater decene les . The code or the Haratlton 
sto ri es ts GS \4)"'t.oo-dat e today a s lt was Yllen It was first brought dom tro a th e CICt.nt.aln 
by lioses and 'flflen lt wu r utat ed year s l ater on the 11o\llt . It Is even core th an up,,,to­
date .. s tt ls an eie mol vert~. 

~~/bi!•!:::.:i ,,!~n~!r~~ :ze a:1::~e~~ CH~· 1~~:d ~~e b~::1:: ~~ =."' 
h()wever - t ake c. B. F'ry. tor exaople . Perhaps c. Ht s polt tt eal vtews did not meet wtth 

approval tn high place s. 
The h igh coral tone of U\e HSL'ltlton st or i es ~ seeo old-t ash toned but I t.htnk you 

"111 t ind that maiv JaON! bc,ys arc keen on con-ec t oonc1uet thoo you Imagine. I noticed 
this partleul.ar lY "1 en 1 ~e oany v is i ts to 1111 old school - Leyt on Colllt.Y High School -
a gr ar.nar school ,r good r epute that has been gc lng for m.etiY yeQJ"s. I totnt boys oadly 
keen on sport , polit e, nell -behaved , very well~ss ed tn th e orttct nl unltonn, Md well 
\Wier cottrol or both J:'IQSter s and pref ects. t SM th e school capt ain 0001 OOfll on 
swearing , and DSlY or th o boys sceoed Jealous or the good nOCle or the school . I t eel t hat 
oc,dern bays are no better and no nor se th an th ey were when I was a boy. 

Cf.CRCE SELLAR§: There was a good iaoral a tt ached to mriY or Charles Ra.m.llt.cr1•s stor ies , 
especial ll' 10 th e bl ue Gee, the red Hagnet, am .90lil8 Rookwood stories . 'Jhat Is one 
res.sen wi,y- these stcrtes are re men:t>ered ao well by ol d read er s . Our old fri end left be• 
hind hlo hi s gre at JJOrk tor thousands, old and YOWl&, to enjay, 8'ld this 1 beU eve was 
hi s deANst wi sh - aooothlng greater th.'tl any honclur a nat ion could giv e hl c. Cod blesa: .... 
~cc~~: et :~ : ::1~1~t;U:~~:: -; :! t: ~ . 

1
~~ : =:~:s~~!~~::; n ~t 

1 

r eached n •new l<.11" In standards, sure ty the Hoollton code cmno t be very "1del1 
practlSed tcd.'.Jy. Ooea: t he average boy In 1962 condelll\ juvm ll e SIJOklng, gani>Un g, bed 
lnnguage• end anY t om. or Tice as the Hamnton s tor i es oondemed them? 

It may well be a pha.s.e thrOugh which wa are pass ing. out or the dli!pth a may well 
rt se greater decencies . I hope t hey do. I can•t see Cllloh s lgn or t hea 7et. 

~ ~~).Annuals 3 - 12. c.o . Nos. 37, 39 - 144. capta i n! 13, Zl , 28. QI.um 1925 

t£U.., l8 GR.4.a:FlElD CA.R.DEJlS, 1...00DON, s.w . 16. 
··---.... ·-·----- -··· .. ---·- - ---- -- - --·~----·-ft·~ ·-···---"--- ··ft·-
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THE ·ROUNDTABIE 
4-

BL AKI ANA 
COIIDUCTED BY JOSEPHINE PAOOIAN, 27 Archdal e Road, Eas t 

Dulwi ch , London, S. E. 22 . 

The news t ha t Pedro is coming back i s really sp l endi d . }Ir, W. 
Howard .Baker has alr eady done much for we "old s talw arts" , and with the 
r eturn of Pedro he is ind eed to be thanked most s inc er el y for th i s 
furth er ges tur e . As Eric Fayne sai d la s t month , i t i s of course up to 
all of us t o show our ap preci a ti on not only by buyin g t he s t ory but by 
ge t ting as many of our fri ends as poss ib l e t o do lik ewise . 

* * * * 
BY ANY OTHER NAME 

By Victrr Colby 

JOSIE PACKNAN 

The ques tion has been posed in !'.arch Bl akiana, "suppos i ng Bl ake 1s 
name had been Jackso n Drake woul d we still have felt th e same abo ut him?" 
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I consi der that any name, or combine. t ion of names, that rol l fr eely 
from the tongue , have dign it y and a connota ti on of action and adventure 
as Jackson Drake ce rtainl y has - would have been equa lly eff ectiv e as 
th e name Sexto n Bl ake in ens )lI'ing accep t ance by rea ders , 

I do not beli eve that a s til ted , a rt i f icial or f riv ol ous Mme 
woul d hav e endea red the characte r to us . I f ee l t ha t Falcon Swif t , 
Fie l ding Torrance , Herb er t Trackett and Martin Traclanan of the ea rly 
boys • p, pors did not deserve t o endure . 

Nor do I t hink t hat comnonpl ace names like John Lyon, Harry Mar ks , 
and J ohn Smith of Nugget Library , True Bl ue and Pluck respec tiv e l y , 
could ever become imnortal. 

However , th ere . were many names every bi t as sa ti sfying as "Sexton 
Bl ake ", His cl oses t ri val , Nel son Lee, is a case in poin t . This is 
where fate and edi t ori a l poli cy came in , If t he handling of each of 
t hese two characters had been reve r sed , I haven ' t t he sli ghtes t doubt 
that we would be r eading today t he Howard Baker ed1t ions of the Nel son 
Leo Lib rary , and foll owing the adventures of Nelson Lee and Paula Dane; 
and in the Sex ton Blake Column, devoted to tha t St, Frank ' s School.master 
Detective , Mr. Sexto n Bl ake , wo woul d bewail th e fact t hat no new 
sto ri es of Sex t on Blake had been published since the war. 

Sex ton Blake is a wonderful charac ter, but hi s pre-eminen ce is the 
outcome of many fo rtui tous cir cumstances , in volving name, t ime, pl ace , 
edito r , publi cat i on , quality of s t ory and popular appeal . In t he case 
of Sext on Blake t hese factcrs have happil y resul t ed in conti nuity of 
publication , which has l ed to, and been s tr engthened by , a habi t fom ­
ati on in the reader , l eading him to ask for the "mixture as beforo ", 
and t o re-associnto himself ti me and time again wi t h a charac ter he has 
l earned to l ove and admiro over the years , and whose adventures he wants 
to follow alvays, never being obli ged to say goodbye to t he characte r 
hero at t ho end of any one t ale but only "unt il our next grand meetin g, 
in your next grea t s tory . 11 

* • * * * 
HE' S DOIIE IT AGAIN: 

Er stwhi l e Sexton Blake au thor J ohn Cr easey has ente r ed yet ano t her 
fie l d as co-publishe r of t he "New St ran d l'.agazi ne", Feature d in the 
first copy was Dennis Wheat l ey who , in t he Detec t ive Weekly years ago , 
had t ol d of the pleasure t hat Sext on Bl ake and Tinke r had brough t him, 
A Bl ake author and a Blake admire r t oget her l aunch a new wort hwhil e 
projec t, Victo r Col by, 
(Sherl ock Holmes also is fea t ured in every issue . Len and I have th em 

"-·-·- --- ---·-.. -- ---- ·- · .. - -- -- - .. - .......... - ....... all ' J . P ,) 
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DUNCAN AND MICJWL STORM 

(The f oll owing letter was sent to me just before Christmas by Tom 
Hopperton . Unfortunately · I mislaid it , and it has only just come to 
light. I have wri tt cn to Tom, but I feel I should again apol ogise 
hero . Josie Packman.) 

Walter Webb's comments on th e two Storms in the C.D. Annual. were 
most int eresting, and it'a a pity that his patient persis t ence has not 
reaped a richer r eward. It was suggeste d in "St ory Paper Collector" 
some years ago that l'J.chael and Duncan were one and the same and I felt 
th en and remain convinced that this was imposs ible. 

Michael was an excep t ionally polished writer f or a boys' author, 
lie had , in fact , a dist inctly adult style, and his appeal must have 
been greatest among the old er readers . Humour was not his strong 
point, being pmc ti ca lly confined to a little school boy badinage , Now, 
if' the two men wer e identical, there are some awkward questions to 
answer . Why should lsichael kill off both himself and t he Gonsiderable 
goodwill of his name to sta rt again from scmtch as Duncan? How was 
he ab l e within a coupl e of years to divest himself of every trace of 
his previous style and begin his second career writing Duncan1s slap.. 
dash, slap..happy slapst i ck? Any why should he wish tc make such a 
change , which was certainly not for the better? 

Michael Storm may well have been a pen-name. I formed th e opinion 
when reading the Ravenscar stcries that he muat have been a Yorkshir&­
man. The school was sited in a peculiar place , presumab l y to exploi ~ 
some particula r local knowled ge , and he shQwed a detailed knowled8e of 
t he topography , manners , customs and dialect of the West Riding, 

Duncan Storm was certainly a pen-name, and that of Gilbe rt Fl oyd, 
who had held an executive position in Fleetway House and was no ~t ery 
L''1D , (See C. M. Down' s article in "Story Paper Coll ector" Np. 77), 
\Ii t h t hat poi,nt settled , can be be hack-dated tc show him as Michael? 
On internal e\.vid ence, the answer must be NO! 

Walter ' s t entat i ve theory that Mrs. Duncan Storm was a Blake 
write r is based on th e remark of his No. 3 informant, but No, 3 i s 
writing from memory about people he did not know and near ly fifty 
years afte r th e event . The woman who sold Back the ghos t ed stories 
obviously knew the terrain well enough to find Teed as the ghost and to 
sell th o results a s Mi chae l' s. This does not make her ei th er a Bl ake 
auth or or Mrs. Duncan. 

This last point should be capab l e of soluti on. Was Floyd married? 
My own impression was that he was a foot-loose bachelor who roamed about 
,_,, ..................................... ,, ............... -................... ,, ................ -, .................. -................. _,_, __ ,,, ____ ,, , ....................... ___ , ___ ... _ .. 
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at hi s own sweet will . If he did have a wife , she remained in the 
background , a thing which hardly squares with the ides of an act i ve. 
husband- and-wife t eam. Down' s arti cl e , in ony case, knocks on th e head 
th e suggestion that this "Mrs. Duncan11 wrote Duncan's stories. 

Walter ' s No, 2 man, of course, appears to clinch the matt er with 
th e def inite s tatement that th e two were one , and one could wish that 
ho had amplified the bald statement , But, and it's a big but, it has 
been repeatedly asse rted by Fleetway House insid ers that no- one really 
knaf anything about Michael, !lo, 2 is per haps giving opinion · as f ac t, 

No, 1 cand idl y admits t hat he isn •t too cl ear about which was 
which. I suggest on the ba lanc e of probabUities that No. 3's memory 
slipped a cog end be trayed him in to th e same position as No, 1 of con­
fusin g the two names , 

We ar e sti ll no wis er about Mi chael I s real identity, but with 
what evid ence we now have the proba bility seems to be ( 1) That Michael 
did die before the 1914 war (2) That it was Mrs, Michael who sold the 
s purious stories to Back end (3) That th e only connection between t he 
Storms and th e root of th e whol e troubl e was that when Floyd was casting 
abqut for a pen-name he deci dod on th e one for which he knew Michael 
ha6f no further use, 'IOM HOPPEl!'ION. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
§EXTON BLAKE LIBRARY TITLES AMO AIJM!OR§ (3rd sertes) (Cont.cl,) 

. No . 161 TM Income Tu Consplr acx...... . ..... A. Persoos 
Ho. 162 Tho Case Against Dr. Ripon ..... J'. Tyrer 
Ho. 16) The Case or the Shadowed Footballer .... . . ............... s. A. Clarke 
No. 164 The Loot or Pak.1st~ .............. .. ............... .A. Persona 
No. 165 The Caso o r the Stolen l11ne .. .. A. Hard Inge 
No. 166 T?le Curse or th e Track ...................... . ................. A. J. Hunter 
No. 167 The ttfst ery or th e Red Cockatoo... . . ..... J,. Parsons 
No, 166 The Nan Mlo Hent wrong.. ............... ... . ...... J. Lewts 
No. 169 ni.e NYs t ery or th e Des erted Caq, ... .. .... J. N. Chtr1ce 
No. 170 The Atta.Ir ot the Spl v 's Secret ... . ...................... ... ..... ..... A, J, Hi..riter 
No. 171 'lhe Ha., Who Backed out... .... .... . .................... . ................ ·-······ A. Pars ons 
No. 172 '!be case or the Afri can Emigrant Settler ......... .R, Hardin&• 
No, t7} The Kotor Coach NYstery .::. .... ... ........... .. . ........ ........ ................... JI. ryr,er 
Ho, 174 ni.e Secret or the Afr i can Settler., .... R, Han:Unge 
No. 175 ni.e H1stery or ttle One Day l.llbl ............... ........... .A. Parsons 
No. 176 The Ri ddle or th e Sealed R()(IIII. . .. .......... R. Rardlnge 
No, 1n The R.tdc'.ll e or m e Russ ian Bride .... . . . __ ..................................... .4.. Parsens 
No. 178 flte case or the America, Tourists ...... J.. J. Hunter 
No, 179 1be Han t t'<ll'.I J.lgi er s . . ... . . ... F. Warwick 
No. ta o ni.e N)'Stery or /,-venue Road ........................ ......... ......... .... ................. ..A. Parsons 
No. 181 The Riddl e ot 12:le Hlghwayml's Stone . . . .. R. Hard Inge 
tlo. 182 fl'le Town ot Shadows.......... . . ............ ... .. . ........... J. N. Chance 
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It happened tn Kelgrove Square 
Hated by All ... . .. ..... . 
The cue of the Ind l lll Dancer . 
The Headmaster' a Secret 
The Cr i mes at Penton Tower., . 
The Kan rro m Persia. 

... A. J. lhJ'l.ter 
.. .... J . N. Chance 

..A. Parsoos 
........ ... ..... ...... Jt. Hsrdtng e 

. ....... w. Tyrer 
........ J. Lewis 

t'E1'.:fl.lAL TABLET TO FRANK RICHAROO 

A. me111Crlal tab l et to the memory or Charl e s Ha.:illton ts being e rected at Char lni 
Cnae.torlum. I t bears the tollowlng won::is: 

tn Loving Hemory or Charle s Harold st . John Hamil ton , creator or 
Btll.Y Bunter , died 2{fUl DeceJ!iler, 1961. 

101gmn l aude vlrum 111.Jsa rebat morl ' 
Hor~e Odes 1. C IV. 

Raaaers lloho !MIY be on holiday tn Kent t his s\lll!ler wll l no do\t>t like t o oall at th e 
Ct'ED&torl um end s ee tll e tablet. 

10/ • each otrered tor tlle tollowlng Nagnets: 1JC6 - 1}15; 1319 ; 1320; 1351. Good 
conclltlon essential . Or I have the 1923 HoltdaY ,-nnual which I will exchlf'!ge to r any 
tour or th e ooove or 1941 HoltdaY Annual or T'hooson Papers 1935 - 194l . 12 Modern Beys 
ana 5 Pilo ts a lso available t or exchange . 
P. HJ...liCER, 72 CU.SCCM STREET• NCflffl~ • .............................................................. ~ ... , .... - , ............ _ ........ -........... , ___ ........ --.----.......... ,_ ........... _ ................... __ ............ , ............. . 
WANTED: s .o.L. 58. B.F. (Green 1tl'l ) 762., 764, 780, tala , 1257. 1264, 1294 to 1298 
~TREE RO:IO, OLD HIU. , STAFF'S. 

mt Sf-r: 2 copie s FeU :t Far l ey' s Bris t ol Journal (n ewspaper) dated 1911 and 1915. 
?"RS. tt . JARRLTI', 111 , \.IINCHF.8TER ROIJ>, BRISLI~TCtl , BRISTOL, 4. ....................................................... _ .. __ ,, __ ... , .... -.................... - ... ---- ... -... --- .. - --·-----

WANTED: Old series Nel son Lee Library. l,l so tbnster Lftrar l es . Pleas e send Nos. and 
prfces required to: LOM'S. 56 SHDlll\CiHkN HOl6E, LCNtoi , N.w. 1 • 

.... ,_,,,.._ ,,_. ___ .................. -.. -............................................................. _ ....... --... -... , ............................. -... , .. __ ... ... 
W/Jt!U>: Rockets, Sport M'ld Adventure s , also Trltli(lphs (192lr2S) . c.i8h or exchange, (room 
u.Jt s , tbr lll er , Hodem Boys , Nelson Lee ( 1927-JJ) ottered. 
JOHN KING, 5 WHITE HART LA.HE, LQJIX:N, H.22 . 

W,\N1'EO: s .o.L •• 42. 258, Nelson Lee No. 130 (old ser i es) . Your price paid plw postag e . 
"ftii"'iavertt s er has sme S.O.L' s , Nel son Lee , Ciems and Nagriets tor exchang e onl.)'. 
BRIAN HOLT, BRITIQ{ EMl.hSSY', REYKJAVIK. ICEUJID. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CO!IDUCTED BY JACK WOOD 

Ti!AT FATAL CHAllM 
By R. J. Godsave 

Was the introduction of the Moor Vieli Schoolgirls in the Nel son 
Lee Library detrimental to t l'l!lt po.per? On the surface it would appea r 
that such wao not the case, as they were introduced when the circulation 
was steadily rising. 

To my mind, a subtle change occurre d in the characte r isation of 
the St. Frank's boys, and it seemed that t hei r behaviour was not con ­
sisten t with th eir Olin characters . 

Unlike the Magnet , t he ear li er Nel son Lee ' s did not have a girl ' s 
schoo l in the vicinity, and consequently, gir ls rarely entered in t o 
the picture . Except for the holiday cruises and Christmas parties, when 
the sisters of a few boys were invited, there was little ment ion of 
girls . 

lli th the sudden arrival of t he Moor View girls in the neighbo lll'­
!lood of St. Frank ' s the effect on th e boys was considerab l e, t hey 
appeared as shadows of their former sel ;ves. 

Whereas, the Cliff House girls were in t he early Magnets, and 
11grew up" as it wer e , with the Greyfriars boys, the Moor View gi r ls 
gat&-crasood into the liv es of the St . Frank I s boys. The effect of 
this abru pt entry \ias a restraining influence which the Moor View gir l s 
seemed to exerc i se on t he St . Frank's juniors . 

Perhaps t he close prcrlmi ty of Moor View School and St . Frank I s 
made t he meeting of the girls and boys more l ik ely t han that of Cliff 
House and Greyfriars . 

At the same time , the s t orie s which f eatured I rene Manners and 
Co. were of a high o~andard and po.rsdoxically th e ir pr esence added 
greatly to the int er es t of the reade r. 

I had often thought t hat the earlier holidays and Chri stmas 
parties were rather bl eak in that Nipper and Co. did not have t he society 
of gir l s of thei r own age . After all, Viol et lfatso n, Ethel Church and 
Aenes Christine could not equal the number of boys and t he parties were 
rather unbalanced. 
,_, _____ It _does .seem to •. me t hst .• a differen t se t of bo;ys ente r ed t heJ"'ges 
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of the II el son Lee with the Moor View gir l s , and this could have been 
one of the contribu tory causes of the decline of the Nelson Leo Library, 

* * * * * 
ANOTHER SLANT ON "HANDY" 

By James W, Cook 

With reference to Ross Wood' s article "HANDFORTH FOR E\lm" in t he 
April issu e of th e C.D. I share her enthus iasm fo r Handy and Co, , whil e 
under stand in g Frank Vernon Lay ' s distaste for th e lead er of Study D at 
St. Fr a."lk's . Frank ' s explosive outburs t stemmed frcxn th e attitude which 
Handy displayed t o new boys and his bullying iropensi ties towards othe r 
juniors though one must concede the poin t that these boys inva r iab l y 
des erved llandforth •s a ttack, 

Obvi ously t he character of l!andfo rth demanded the tre at ment meted 
out so fai thfully by Brooks wher eas Bunter was th e comic relief t o the 
Greyfri ars Dramati s personae thus dispe llin g the gloom so frequently 
found in th e s tori es about Greyfriars. · 

Though Bunter general ly cre ated a l aughab l e diversion from the 
hea vy goin g narrative ther e were not one r edeeming featur e about Billy 
that you coul d have hel d up as a model to th e ' young man's guide t o 
manhood, • l!andforth's good poin t s eas ily outwei ghed his dubi ous values 
and not one of th e r eaders of t he MAGNET can trut hful ly accord t he char­
acte r of Billy Bunter this quality, Bunter was a clcwn , not a clever 
one er a funny cl own, but just t he ccxnic r el ief made necess ary by the 
intr ospect iv e environmant Frank Richa rd s so admira bly built up in his 
sto rie s . 

Ross Woods has a soft spot for Nipper. There was a man for you , 
A dozen 'Nip pers ' would put things to rights in our worl d of today , I 
often tried t o emulate thi s gol den character, t his great power thro bbing 
with int ense activity at St , Frank ' s, but I never coul d. I have , at 
t imes , come ac ross people lik e !lippe r and marvell ed at their s tre ngt h 
and au th ori ty, Could Greyfriars boast of such a s imil a r characte r as 
Nipper? Ho was real enough. 

WAlff'fl>: SeJ,.ton BlElke Ll brartes l!t seri es Nos. 11, 17, 37, 105, 109 , 111, 196, 201, 219. 
2ndsertes Nos. 293, 296, 3C6, t.22, 474, b85, 520, 667. Uiloo Jacks 689, 691, 693, 702, 
704, 725, 7"36, 740, 705, 788, 793, 71&, eoo, ao,, 809, 811, eo, e1r., e1e, 1041, 1o64, 
1098, lJ90e l'llS.J. PACKNAN, 2:1, AAOIDAlE ROAO, El.ST DULWiaf , LOODC}I, S. E.22. 

~ .s~~·~~s . 6o and 66. Ha&net.s Hos. 8291 862 ... 865, 867, 868, 87t.. 869, 879 1 

m. R. WILSOO, 100 BROOtf'IElD R0/.0, CU.SCOH, N.1 . 
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Sexton Blake Today 

Hargaryt Cooke rev lejs ih e latest novels tn th e Sextoo Blake Llbra!J 

OCATJI IN lX,CKU.HD (No . /fl7) pqnom REJD 

This t s a gr tm tough thriller ccncerned with thugs, tortires , a tr. Big end th e 
ex glrl-trlend lllho oouble-crossed btm. 

sexton Blake was e,gaged t.o tnvestliate the case bf 'the Baroo' atter tbe gtrl ­
trtenci t s boc21 had been thrOMl from a car In Dockland almost at the t eet ot s.rthur Kirby 
doln& a 1Dockl8'lC1 after Dark• f eature tor his neHSpaper . For a change Kirby left BlM e 
to lnveat.t gatt without his help and Blake, requiring a second q,tnlon earl)' ln bi s 
enqu iri es oonaulted Ti nker becaus e • the blalde~ l red yomg man coUld alwey-a be depended 
~oo tor a bright lnlt attve guess 'llflen th e t ac t s themselves were \llpromlalng . • Tinker 
wa., by his aide too , cool, etrtctent and act.i n flhen Blak e turned. f ailur e tnt.o suc cess 
and resoued two people from a horTlble death tn one of the moat exciting and 'YIYldlY 
written tncld ents ever w appear In the s.s.t.. 

nt e ativonee blurbs coll th. Ls book 'thrilling , Ilf(sttfylng and uclttns,• and ports 
or lt are . Whether It ts alao Desm:;,n<I Rel(lt s • ttn est novel tor many a mon~s a matt.er 
of per .sonal tos t e . 

It ls a good book, well writ ten , ts.st tDOTlng, peopled wtth well-d.ralln characters 
or vartou.s type s end hav tns one min tJuime - ,tio was th e dead 11r1 - ~ wa., me t.ort.Ul"&d 
to death and "1.tch descript ion or her ltt e and ch&rect er wa.s th e tru e one. 

&Ten thos e readers who normall.Y d Ultk.e tough thrlllers wlll be Interested In Ulla 
book 'lhlch 1tves more spac e and stress to Blake' a Jnveatlgnt l on md t o contrasting 
charac'8rl13tloo than It does to Tlolence. X.lrbY's r etnuodue U on towards the e nd of the 
natel led to a surpri s ing ending to the ca.st amongst the ch3racters with ¥fl.CG lt began .. 
the gang lt se1r. 

ProbablY th e nearest approach t o th e best or th e old Blak e s tcrtes wh ich we have 
seen tor some tt lili. 

RICHARD WIU.IA!:§ 

An ammtng and original st ory, about Tinker's trolElles with a dtamoo~Jter•a 
red-obeoded Sec"t.vy • 

rntont on meeting Ull a nelflY acqutred 11r1-rrtend, Tinker re t used Blake's o tt er 
of help and di sobeyed th e Doc'°r' a orders to •go home to bed !Pi r es t• af t er a head 
lnJury; passed out cold In tb e gtrl -trl end's n at - and made possi bl e Mr Ingenious plan 
to atil'll a consignment or dt ar::ionds leaving Tinker to race a ch3rge or collusion tn Che 
cr-tme. Too ~ llld puzzla:t to think clearl.Y afte r a aerie, of \SlPleaaa.nt tnotden'8, 
Tint er t elt eeatiell ed to ,ram Bextoo BIM.e that he was tnsane and therefore of no f\lrtht!r 
use to htm as partner cmd ass ts~t. A cool, seCNtlJ' mused , Blak e took qu tok 1rt0rUIO'"' 
dox .steps to pron that Tinker • s hars "ere grooodless and th at he 11185 lmocmt 
ot an:, crime. 

A good s tol"7 "Ith a so1.11d plot , good di alogue and characterisation . As &lffa.J'I 
-,en seen through Tinker• a eyh Blake oppeared at a warm ar rect.lonate, lnt 11nse1Y hl.lEWl 
character. I t eel cert a in th at all Blake--lonrs wtll enJoy th ta book aa: aatd\ as I did. 
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F'or th e March Hcetln g ne had the best att enciance f or a l ong time - thirteen - and 
t H'E deligh t ed to see li:J'man Gr egory aga in. Ceorg e Cl\atham too made a welcome re-appearanc e . 

I.ga in we h:.:! m excellent eventng marred onl)' b)' th e absence or Harry Bros ter 'l'tlo 
had a few daYs bef ore , lost. hi s mother. The 8Ylfl>8thy or all the club memers "as soot 
to Han,' and his temt }y. In hi s absenc e th er€! were no minut es trld li ttle bustneu m d 
th e pr ogl"8m'l)l3 - a ful l one - coomenced at 7. }0 . Lest 3Xltb there was plenty or 
Haolltontan a. Thts month more Brookstona. Jo e Mnrst.on began wi th an lnt erestlna quiz 
on St . rram•s , Nl.tc:h was won by John Tomlinson. John followed on wtth a most absorbing 
talk reealltng his tlrst acquaintanc e wtth St . F'radt's In Ule 20•s and tr aolfl8 the St. 
rr-~ •s Saga r ight. dOYll to 1940 In the l as t s.o.L. ot an . Tom Porter foll owed this talk . 
wt th a •Guess th e Nw!tle,.. Item which f.lOO tor Ra,y Bennett a •Nels on Lee-. l10re •Nelson 
Lees• wer e dlstrtbUted to the othe r med>ers. 

?text ~ •collectors I tems9, a t eat ure lntrc:duced by the Chairman 90oe mootha ago. 
Thts rronth he brought alon,: th e coc:i,lete s et or •creytrt or s Herald - 1St se ri es" end 
af t er a br Jet talk about them, passed th er.i ( 1S fn all) aro\Jld tor tnspectton . Arter the 
in t erval theN was a ga:,e •cuess th& Kame• won by the Trea.surer . Ted Davey foll owed with 
a rasclnatlng talk on Harry Wha.M,On'a character wi th re f erence to v~ou.s Hagnet .series . 
To Cotl)let e the even lng•a progr 83DE! Hadge Corbett obliged by Ne.:llng e ~r ot 
sel ected poems troa the Cre.yfr tars Heralds llhl ch Tou hnd brought along . 

Ta1 PCRTEl\ - Qla lnD81'1 

t1eetln6 h&}d APfll 8th. 

Ther o wa.s a good at t md ancc at this cieet tng, all tbe regulars, with th e exception 
ot Non:nn Pragn ell, 'ht\o sent hi s apologie s , being present, and we m:magcd to get otr to 
an earl,y start . Bill Windsor dealt with var i ous i t.cos ot sect i on tn t ~rest and th e 
s ecre tary followed with th e tlnanclal repert , n.nc:t a brt et ac.col.l'lt o r ht .s recent v i s it to 
the c,eet tng of the LondCn oJ.ub; a s0lll'.!"'8t c:lls@polnttng experi ence, as he an-lved at East 
Dul.Wlch ju st atter the meeti ng had ended. 'll'le eveni ng was not enttr el,y wasted, however, 
as he spent a very pl ea.sant hour at Don Webster•s home In Kew; a rea l tre at t o ·see our 
old frien d once more. 

r or cnce we ~d neith er n quiz ncr a read ing, but there wes lllllPl• ~ t ert al tor tn t orcal. 
di scussion at thi s meeting , Sid a good ~gremnc has been UT'ar.@:Od for our next get­
toge ther In Ha.Y, .tien we hope to break new cream "ltll one or mo It ems ra th er dt tr ere nt 
to the usual torm ot quiz , etc . 

No use &I\Y of those pre sent try ing to •Beat th e Clock' th e sa id cl ock re gist ered 
golnrhOD:! tt ce al l too soon, and It ~ with reluctan ce wre had to '8k e OI.D" le ave - 1't1¥ 
t a t t we .ill fi nd so muoh to 3ay ,tien It ' s tlCJe to go. HCll'evor, we can cont inue next 
conth m Hay- 13th (6 p..m.} at Bill WJn&or1 s - don' t be la t e. 

l'RANK C/,SE 

... -·---- --.. --·--·--·---·--- ---- --- - ----------- ---
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Due to a series of trifortmat e postpone!OE:n.t.s, Apr ll " a., the rt rs t meetin g tor tbe 
year . So .t\en aeobers oet as u.tual at Ute Book Bargain Bazaar u 6 p.a. on ftl.ur3daY, 12th 
April, there was a Tef7 oroweled agenda tor discussion. 

ftle Q\a lrman, Syd sm,yt.h , opened the meeUng with a tribu t e to th e late Charles 
Hamtlion Md mer.t>en Jo ined In an tntereattng d lscuss Ion on th e c.o. Mem'Jl"lal tsaue. 
ll'\ll'ltmous opinion was that our F.c!itor, Erle f8)'1'1e, had handled a r ather cUttl oul t 
SUbJect with Tet'Y good t a.9t,e and \Zlderstandtng, Md th e r esultant pd>llcatlon had a 
pro f ess ional ttntsh or 'fltlldl he could be Jus tJ.y proud . 

CUtttngs reeetYed trccn Ron Hodgson dealing " Ith the T. v . ai,pearanc es or th e North. em 
Club were then passed aro\l'ld t or perusal . Jack tl.trtagh had nl:,o been In t he news wUb 
a vel"'.f pl easing ,rite-up about th e hobby and hts Ol'l'l collection In The Dat lY Tel egr8')h , 
Has tings , N.z. Nore publtctty tor th e hobby ls al so l ooming as Vlctor Colt., reported 
that he had been approached bf a S)'dnef reporter rcr- det ails or t.he Blak e Saga - ao 
tt • s a tre a t 1n st.ore t or Bl ake enthus i asts , 

J.. most tntert s tlng crick.et study had been received tran Btll Hubbard l n Kenya Md 
cetlbe r s tfire very ple ased to see th Is d l s tant collector "'1.om they know ao well through 
hts mu.sual articles In the c .D. 

8opt es or the club mega:z.lne , Golden Hours No, b were then produced by the F.dtt or , 
BJd 6liO'th and a llYe lY dl,cusslon ensued. tt o .sure that all those with in t.he hobb7 
circ l e will be- Intere sted to know th at this Issue fe atur es our ms t prolttto con c.rlbutor 
Md amat eur aleuth, Bill Lott s , on the cover .. a titting trlbUte to a collectCJ" wtio has 
done sucb en out.st.Mdlng lob t or the hobby tolk n el")'Where. Issue Ho, 5 or Ute o . H. will 
be available In June and subsequent lssUH wtll follow qutcklY as the cl\m Is now tn 
ehafle ot production. 

Due to the long gnp bet Men th e meetin gs there was a huge stack or l etters rilled 
with tbe usual Intere sting news, Good to hear from posto.l metrDer ~ur Holl and who l s 
always wtth us l.n spi r i t • •• • Ton Dobson sends the wel come news ft'OCI Helbo\U'TI& that he 
will be l oln lng his S)'(l')ey fri ends var:f soon. And members were pleased t o ex tend a 
friend)¥ welc ome togre et a new collector In th e circ l e , ttr. Cull l a tE"'Cll'.l Queensland llho 
also hopes to iotn us later th is year. Old ta ltht ul s , Btll Gander , Ron Hodgson, H8JT)' 
Broster , Don Webster and F'rank lklwln "Ith e new fri end F'rank Rmcocll: entertained us wit.h 
the news arxt views troc:i other elubs and ot her part s ot th e world . 

F'tnme l al matt er s were settled and th e s ecretan aske<:1 tOOse prese nt to gh'e 
th e ir opin ions on th e C. H. tfel!IOl'l&l F'md as s~e s ted by £rte Fayn e. One and all pl edged 
th eir support but no def tn lt e deolston has yet been reacbed as to which f orm they M:IUld 
pre f er this oemorl el t o tnke. 

Next meeting wnl be h eld on 1'hur.9day, Ma)' 10th at the usua l ti me and pl ace . the 
members fi nished the eYl:ll,lng In th e nearby eotte e shop , on id eal oonol usion to three 
lnteren packed hotrs. 

B. PATE - Secretary. 

What a deltghtrul, hlDPY and jo l ly oeetlng we had with Blll t'l'ld NarJcr l e Hon-11 at 
the ir Crlcklewocd re s idence on Bunday, Aprtl 15th, A very good at tenctance lnolude<:I our 
Les Rowley., bOce ror a t t w d.3,ys tran Warsaw, 

Erle F'ayne had th e honour ot be ing the 100th ttetrOer ot th e Hamil ton i an Ltbra1'7, Ults 
l tem being tnclUded l n a rtne rep()f't, by the librarian , Roger Jenktns . 

New Nelson Lee Llbr artan Is Robert BU,the, th e rtr at co llector to baTe a ocq,leto 
se t ot the Nel scn Lee Libra.l'J' , Inotdenta11Y, Bob t s the hos t of th e Hay 1)th c»etin g 6' 
lJ) Ellesraero Road, Dolll s Hill, London, N,w.10. Kindl)' tnron:i tt Intending t.o be pre se nt 
and bring a C11f!: or oup, Lauri e Sutton hat COCCl)lled a very good quiz . Wtooer Don Webster 
2nd .win Mor• ., .. 3rd Roger .Jenki ns .. ll'ld .. lith Erle .. F'o,ne . ... _ ................... " ...... - ............... - ... , ................... -- .. 
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A aultabl e tape Neordt~ was oade by all th ose pr esent t o send to th e Oold en 
Hours Club ot Auat.ralta, tbankB t o th e host.a tor th e use of th eir tape recorder. 

£%cellent Library buslneas was done, a good aa l e or Ham.tU.onta, •caraYamer- and 
the Prank R tctuirds J..utoblograit,y , a gram f eed ond Che usual Sood get tog ether all went 
to making Q'le meeting a taiga ai.ccess. 

1'be li s t of rutUN meet ing Temaes was revis ed Md Cbese will now take place on 
th e 30000d SWldQ or th e month. · 

Thus with thMJts "° our hosts, It was l\oCX!Wardo boU'ld once agntn, 

DAVID HAAR !§QI 

Held>ers ot the I..Ondm Club haYe been sbocked t o learn or t.be sudden dea th or David 
Harrison In ti0st c.raglo otrct1:1Stooces , 'tlfllch occurred l'llerl coUltnlne crtng ln Northern 
Seot l md. 

Dav id had been a wint er men:bcr or th e Club for near }¥ ten 7ears , havlng devoted 
th e SUllll8' iaont.b,s exclus tvelY to cr icket , lf)d hod Just. recentl y QUall t!ed as a member or 
the H.c.c . He was a gr eat ~lrer of Charles He:olltCll' s work, a dts cr lmtnaUng coll ec tcr 
ald, ln convers ati on, a penet rat ing cr iti c . Hi s dry sense or hucour 'lllltch ..aa coupled 
wtth a steadf enehusl asi. wql be sad ly t1lssed et future oeet~ and otr deep ai:rq,athJ' 
ts ext ended tq Hrs. Harr ison, ao ll'lttoel.Y w1doWed le ss than a mooth after her man-le.ge. 

R. N. JDl(JNS 

Olal rt".an Ceor trq Wt1de opened th is , our 12th .\nnual General Heettng , tn the ) 
J)("ESence ot enoth £'r Yer"7 good at tendance , and welcocod ye t another new oed>er, Rerr,r 
Lavender . It dld not seen a year s tnc e our las t /.nnucl Ceneral Meet.Ing , but a year ha.s 
Indeed gcrio b1, as .as Ceott pointed out, a very nenttul one. 

Arter \1'1e usual OCl'lthl.)' t>ustness hnd been deal t wJ th Gef'T"Y All I son re t en-ed &o 
ftla t had been :i Tel")' auceesat ul (and very buq) month tor him. P. G. Wodehou3es •s 
aecep~e ot t.he Pres idency or our club brought 1n many e,pprect a ttve l e tt er s , and 
Cerr); hod nlso rec el Ted a v i s i t troc •Otto lia.UNr ' N\O wUl be well known to oos t 
reeders or r.hc c . o. tor hi s very int eres tin g ort.lol es on a sec tloo or our hobby. 
OUr old mea>er, Ton)' Pot ts ,ro te regretting bi s absenc e snd Chi adnrttsemcnt In t.be 
Aprtl 't .D. brought In a good response. 

We were al l d i stressed to hear that one or our old oec:bcrs , ttrs . Vera Nicholls 
(Verft Coat es) t s In Leeds Int1Z'l:l.3IY as a r esult or m aect dmt, SKI baa alao recently 
auttered two ber eaveoent.s• havi ng lost both her husband Md her r::ior.her. We all aend 
our heortt elt qq, atti¥ and best wishes cM hope her health .:ind. her tort. mes 1tll aoon 
t ate e. turn tor the better . 

1he accomt s tor the year to }U t ?1arch, 1962, were presented and dlecUBsed and 
It was agreed thn t once ,'lC.:tln th ey ahoMd the club to bi ln a Tery fl ourishi ng oaldl­
tlon ,1t.h Jntere st blgtur than ever . The el ecti on or orrtcers foll owed, end the 
md>cr , pa1d us Ute c(llllllDent or re-et ectln& us an, en bloc. 

JPJdr. Wood then ra i sed on tnteresttng point - t,he pos.slbtUty th at lt!:e pOOllshers 
would keep the &.llter Books goln, with new wthors. This cerc .ilnl7 gaw us 811 ecme­
thl ng to think sbou.t, h.lvl~ re gard to the etr orta or 3008 aubstltut e writer s 1n the 
past & Jact. made the ex~ll ent 111Uestlon tbct a ccq>etlt lon ahoUla be nn b1' Che 
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o . B.B. Cl uba aa a ..rioie. to tr,y mct tlnd the authors beat tttt id to t he i.a.sk. Oth~r 
potnt s ralsed were the re-pt"lntlng or the best or the old sto r ies , .:ind t.he pou tblll l.Y 
ot a new tKagnet. • It ,ms agreed Ulot these wou.ld be rrutt rul t.opl es or dl aousa l on at 
out Easter eonrerence, 

fo ll OR"lng m Interval tor ref'reshoell.ts we had a coupl e or games dev i sed bY G8J"l'7' 
Alll aon. One w:o.a the chnngtng or the WX'd t8bell ' t o tf ttt.h• a 1.,:.ier at a ts cie, sld 
the other tnvol Ted r111tng tn t1.tsatna s:rllables In~ coupl et., , n 17 lngen tou.s th is . 
Geot tNy Wtlde ..as tn to p .rono .'.n1 won bOth. 

We went our separate llOY'll at 9.20 PA aenral or us looking forward to meeti ng 
each other ( tfld also friends f roa the other seet tons) at t1atl oet the foll owing weekc~. 

Next meting , Sat urday , 12th ttq , 
P. HAHCOCIC • Hon, Seo. 

THE HARD (X)Vil! SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS 
By \/ . J . A. Hubbard 

No, 6. "THE LOOM OF Y<,.iTH" (Al oe Waugh) 

fear t hat I sha ll provoke some criticism by including "The 
Loom of Youth" in this particular series . I t is such a r emarkab l e 
gripping and drw:la tic school story , however , that I f e lt it just had 
to be included . The r&-actions of r eaders who have read t he book and my 
review of i t in this artic l e wi ll be very welcome and I shall l ook fo r­
ward to the ir oomnents in th e corre spo ndence col umns of C. D. wit h grea t 
int eres t. 

"The Loom of Youth" .i s one of the most outs t andi ng schoo l 
stories ever penned and it was actua lly wr it t en by a schoo l boy as t he 
autho r was only 17 years of age at th e t i me. It is t he sto ry of his 
own schooldays for it i s obvious tha t he was Gordon Caru t her s , the 
hero of th e yarn , in t he main essentials. First publ ished in 1917 i t 
was r eprinted t en time s be tween that date and 1929 and quite a number 
of tim es since then which l eaves no doubt of i ts popularity . Few 
school stories , however, have provoked such controve r sy and s torms of 
pro t est for it was of the "realistic" type and was r i ghtl y or wrongly 
consid ered an attack on the public schoo l system of t he day . The 
controversy , in fact , was so bit t er that Mr. llau8h was compell ed to 
write a Note to a Pocket Library Edition in 1929 in which he sta t ed 
t hat he had merely in t ended t he book to be a study of public schoo l 
life . He admit t ed , however , that th e book had cos t him many friends 
and tha t had he the r<>-wri ting of it then he would uhdcubt edly modify 
ce r tain portions . 

"The Loom of Youth" was not, however, the first sto ry to publ icise 
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th e stresses and st rains of school lif e and the corresponding dangers 
to boys . H. A. l'achell had already hinted of such matters in "The 
Hil l" while E. 'i. Hornung - the crea tor of "Raffle s" - had done more or 
l ess the ~e thing in his fine public schoo l story 11Fathers of Men" 
some years la t er.. In his bri l liant sch~o l story 11The Harrovian s 11 writ ten 
just befo re the 1914-1 8 war Mr. Arnold Lunn had let fly at schoolboy 
delinquency at his own schoo l with considerab le effect and had received 
a corre spondin g broadside in r eturn . Why then did the "Loom of Youth" 
cause such bi tt eme ss and bad feeling? 

I think one of the r easons was the extreme youth of t he au t hor. 
His book was written, remElll.ber in 1917 when the Victorian tradition was 
sti ll s tr ong and boys of Mr. Waugh' s age were not supposed to know of 
and speak of certain matters. Anot her reason and I feel probably the 
most important one was the fact that while Mr. Lunn, i n parti cul a r, had 
not minced his words , he had shown his r eade r s t he boy mainly at his 
best , while Mr. Waugh showed hit! in "The Loom of Yout h" nearly always 
at his worst . And Mr. \laugh had used real peopl e , including himself , 
as characters in his book both as boys and masters , under dis guised 
names. Sherbome , Mr. Waugh1s own schoo l was featured under the r.ame 
of Femhurst . Hatt e r s were also not helped by a rat her supe rcil ious 
attack on the public schoo l s by t he usual typical highbrow type who 
wrote the introduction. No wonder qui t e a number of people were 
armoyed. 

\lhat was "The Loom of Youth" all about? Well, it i s nothing more 
than a plain unvamished account , term by term, of a boy ' s lif e at 
schoo l over a period of four yoars. It has little plot for all it 
endeavours to give is a picture of school lif e over thi s period and 
hew it effec t s a certain group of boys. It moves at a tremendous pace 
and the re- ac tion s of t he hero to his surro undings are brill i ant ly 
described . Nothing could be finer to my mind than the presentation 
of Gordon Caruthers as a new boy - miserable and terrified of making 
a mistake and earning th e deri'\"n of ether boys . The sporting sequences 
and the grim intensity with which th e various games at Femhurs t are 
pl ayed ar e writ t en with perfect understanding which is not surp r ising 
for Mr, Waugh was himself no mean performer en th e playin g fields, 

It i s intereating t o compare people's re-acti ons to "The Loom 
of Youth" today . Frankly one sometimes wonders >1ha t a ll the fuss was 
about for it cannot be denied t hat the s tory is no mean literary feat 
considering that the author was only 17 yea r s of age and wrot e his book 
in si:x and a half weeks . We are , however, f ar more broadminded to day 
while mor e is known abo ut schoo lboy psychology. I think I can safe ly 
MY ... t hat _most men who ... have been __ educated _at--~ re,PUtabl e __ schoo l will __ 
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frankly admit t hat as boys t hey have under gone some of t he expe ri ences 
of Gordon Caruth er s and his fri ends, It is prc:i:imi ty to the facts of 
real lif e that mskes any great play of book and it can be openly ssid 
that "The Loo\" of Youth" passes suc h a t est with fl,'lll8 col ours . 

* • * * * 

YOURS SINCERELY 
(Interest ing It ems f rcm th e Editor ' s Lettel'- Dag) 

RAY OOHUNS (London): What an interes t ing nos tal gic a rticl e by P, J , 
llani!er on the Thomson Papers , I think one ' s interest in th e ol d papers 
in adult lif e doi,s depen d a lot on those which were met ear li est in 
one ' s youthful days. 

I have jus t finished reading th e Feud with Cliff Bouse se ri es 
{Magnet 1937) the only se rie s I recall where t he girls had such •t a t 
rol es ,• I t i s odd to read of Marjorie llazeldene & Co when one can r&­

call having road othe r Cliff Bouse stor ies featuring Barbara Redf ern 
and Mabel Lynn , Another point about thi s se ri es was t he illustrations 
of the gir l s , Chapman did l:he inte rior ske tch es , but the cover s by 
Shi el ds r eminded me of t he Morcove gir l s , for it was he who ill ustrated 
th e old School gir l s ' Own for so many years. 

(The book souvenir whic h is awarde d every mont h f or the Star Letter of 
the men th, goes t o t he sende r of th e above . - ED. ) 

MRS, ROSS S'IORY (Wor thin g) I don •t know who wrot e "Odd Man Out", th e 
St, Jim 's s tory in th e Apr il issue, but I must say how much I enjo yed 
reading it , It is a l oll€ time s in ce I read any Gen s tori es , but the 
charact ers of Tom Merry and his two friends seemed to come in s tantly 
to lif e in my mind when I read thi s yam, School boys had th eir 
j ealousies , too - and they were often much more irrational about it 
than gir l s , Whoever thi s auth or was ( why was he t oo modest to appe nd 
his name?) l e t• s have some more st ories from him - soon . 

BOB 'rlHITm (Cal i f ornia ): Ju s t received t he January and February i ss ues 
of th e good ol d C.D. I enjoy ed th em so much, I lik ed th e January -------·· ·-·-·--·H••·- .. ··-·-·--·M _____ ,, _ _ , ______ .,.. ____ _ 
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HOW THEY BEX:All - No. 18 

cove r sho~ the film 
magazine , and I thou8ht 
th e Memorial Number 
wonderful. Surely our 
dear Old Chap must have 
smil ed, way up yonder! 
Dan O' Herli hy came to 
see me, and we had an 
interesting chat . lie 
t ells me that David Niven 
and Alfred Hitchcock are 
keen Magnet enthusiasts. 
I went to Las Vegas, but. 
seeing some well - known 
f aces - Vemon-Smith, 
Skinner, Snoop , Racke 
and Melli sh - I didn 't 
linger. No, it's not 
my idea of a place, but 
a t least I know now what 
it l ooks like. 

P, J. CREIGHAN (Eire) : 
I would like to !mow in 
which series Sexton 
Blake was supposed t o 
have been ki ll ed . I 
think it was towards th e 
end of th e twenties , in 
the Union Jack . I 
r emember placards 
announcing "Dea th of 
Sexton Bl ake" , followed 
a week later by othe r s 

wi th words 11Return of Sexton Bl ake". In tM series was a. villain who 
was able to impersonate a very small boy. He wasn ' t a dwarf, but had 
some so rt of retaroed developnent. Perhaps Bl akiana can elaborate on the 
subj ect . 

KE!t!ETH KIRBY (South Afri ca) : I noted wit h some amusement the storm 
which burst over my head, bl oody but s t ill unbowed, in the matter of 



Tom llerry and Ilarcy Wharton. Curiously ano"81> my only supporter , llasil 

Adam, embarrasses me by claiadng for llberton the same oonven tionally 

"heroic" characteristics as tend to mke Tom Merry , in my opinion , too 

much of a stereotype of the schoolboy hero. ~ opponents rush to claim 

tor Tom the cheer1'1llness , courage and atraight-fo nardn eas vbioh I 

would be the last to deny hiJI. Surely it is llbarton ' s be.lancing 

defects that mke him convincing and colourtul. 
I telce considerable exception to llr. H. ChaJDSll ' s statement 

that °the Editor and other Nf!Ular vr1 ters never miss an opportunity 

ot oomparing Brooks and St. 1'rank'a unfavourably with &mil tonisn a . • 

I cannot recall a single instance of your doing this, and I auegest 

that Mr. Chapnan be asked to substantiate his canard or withdraw t he 

remark . 

('l'hank you, sir. Ve get a good many bo1>juets, so we do not complaiJl 
if a reeder, nOlf and then, thinks we deserve a brickbet , - ED,) 

R, J I l1cCili (Dundee), I oojoyed the Thomson Papers article by Mr. 

llnnePr, In my youth I reed nearly all of t>,m, and still have many 

of the papers he Mn tions. 'l'be cove:r-1 tom on the Ill.gest was a fa.mi.liar 

one. I reed that very first issue when it was published. 

AL&X PARroJiS (Tranmere): Vas Dr, Locke mrried? Tbia may s...., a 

silly question as one of the1ales , "Greet P.ire and Greyfriars", refers 

to the Head's wife 8lld his chi ld, llollie. .lpart from t his I have 

never reed of Yll's. Looke and daughter. Would this story have boon the 

work of a substitute writer, or did Frank Richards decide to let them 

fade away? Kay I BIJ8gest the idea of a P888 in C,D, f or readers I 

queries to be answered? 

(Mrs, Locke and the Head •s family featured in quite a number of the 

early Hasnets, ill the lleadmsters were married men, but as melodram 

dropped fr<m the stories , the fBllily life of the Heads disappearod . 

We tri ed a queries colUDII at one time, but readers used it but little , 

oo it was discontinued. - ED,) 
.•. JOHNSON (Neston): In the 1954 C.D. Annual , which contains a list of 

boys ' papers and dates of issue, The Sports Budget is listed as having 

ooom.enced on October 23rd , 1923. I happen to have the first six issues, 

and I find the date of No, 1 is October 6th, 192}. Readers may like to 
make the alteration in their Annual , 

CljARW§ llU (Keighley : : I am so pleaaed to see in t he Digest that dear 
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old Pedro is returning t o the Sex t on Blske Library, I have often 
tho\J8ht that Pedro could once again be useful l y empl oyed by Blske and 
Tinker , Hardly a week goes by but one r eads in the p~ss tha t dogs are, 
in this modem age , used by both the poli ce and the R,A,F . As re@IOrds 
a memorial to Charl es Hamilt on , why not a fund known as the Frsnk 
Richards ' fund, f or Dr. Barna.rdo's homes? 

* * • * * * * * * 
1l!Y.m 

"Ill!, LAUREL & MR, IWIDY'' (John McCabe) Muse\11! Pres s 21(-

Lin\ced for most of us with the heydays of our fav ourite papers 
are vi s its to the cinema to see those superlative comedy actors , Laure l 
and Hardy. Dropping almost unannounced into the bookshops, and bela t~ 
edly overtaken by the reviewers, is a delightful book which we hearsily 
recommend to all our readers. 

In ""simple , effe ctive language, i t traces the life-stories of t hese 
two grea t comedians - one an Englishman , the othe r an American . It 
tells holi f a t e drew them together, and made them into the grandest 
comedy t eam in the history of the silver screen; how they climbed to 
fame; how they found themselves being eclipsed by Micky Mouse and 
Donald Duck; ho,r they made the mistake of venturing into the full­
langth feature class. A true story, not without pathos, of two gentle­
men whose friendship lasted till death parted the m, jus t, perhaps, when 
t he world needed t hem most. 

This book is delightful ncstalgic re ading f or all who, vi th their 
favourite periodicals in their pockets , set of f to t he cinema to sse 
the latest Laurel am Hardy two-reeler without bothe ri ng at all what 
the main fea t ure in the programme might be . 

* * • • * * * * * 

Preliminary preparations will soon be in hand for 
the 1962 C.D. ANNUAL. Pl ease get your articles 
in earl y to th e Digest offic e • ... ...:. ... 

* 

Publtlhed bY Ertc Ft,Jn t , Excelsior House , Crove Road, SUrblton. --·-
Duplicated b7 Torlt Dupllcatln& Senlces , 12a 1"e Shmbles, Ton. 


