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'ffiE EDITOR CHATS WITH HIS READll!S 

A KORE LEISURELY llORW?. 

Price 2s, Od, 

In my last chat vi th my chums I rofoITOd tc a moro leisurely 
world that bas gone for aver. I womder whether that world vas really 
so much more l eisure ly, after all, People in that world certainly 
worked very much harder . Boys and girls are far laz ie r tcday than 
they were then . 

llhen I vas five years old I went for a year tc a litU e private 
school run by a stern lady by the name of Miss Herbert , Her charge 
W8S two shillings per veek per plpil , No wonder she was thin , 

ait how conscientious she vas, and how she made us work! I 
worked harder in that first year of my school life than I ever did 
aeain, She gave me a grounding for which I alwe,ya bles sed her, and 
which stood mo in good stead through the lazy and lazier years which 
follow ed. 

Today it i s consi dered dreadful to g1 ve any roal school work 
.19...Y.~~~ »1t tile yg~tveen fJ»1 and 



seven are tho ones in which they really wont to learn . The desire to 

obtain knowledge dies all too quickly with children, 

I walked n mile to school and another mile home, Did it han> me? 

Todny, youngsters rid o eve rywhere , Even n quarter of a mile makes n 

bus necessary, It's the snme with parents , Thoy aro sadly disgrun tled 

if they cannot park th ei r cars on tho doorstep of th e Supennarket where 

th ey can do most of thei r shopping. 
Hanes todny are filled with lab~ving devices. A sea t in 

front of the tolly snves a walk to the cinema . There ' s no neod even 

to read. There are pl enty of pictures to look a t , 

A more leisurely world that has gone for over'? I wonder . 

OUR RUSTIC CO'ffl\ 

Dozens of readers have described our cover of last month ns o~ 

fine s t of all time. I have lost oount of the IDtll'lY scores of readers 

who havo lfri. tten in praise of that piece of worlc of the artist R. J , 

Macdonald as long agc as 1906, Many have said how much th ey would 

like a copy of th e picture ftlrlhlmjig. For any who would lik e it , we can 

supply from this office a photograph suitable for fr aming, or for your 

souvenir book, of that same rustic drawing, size about 8" by 6", with 

l ustre finish , for the sum of 8/6d , plus postage. 

luckily for us it is a picture of a world which has not yet gone 

for ever . Such scenes are growing fever, anywhere noar the larg e towns, 

but it i s possible , on one ' s travels , to come upon just such a rustic 

brid&e, with its slee py stream and its lus cious trees. 

REMARKABLE 

"Spl endid entertainment, The best film I have seen for years , " 

So wrote tho film critic in one of the dailies , Vith out exception 

his entrus iasm was echoed through out t ho national press , Natur ally 

one assumod t hat the film in question was one of t ho latest modern se x­

travaea,nzas , or a pseudo-Biblical epic in glorious t echnicolor . But 

no. It was Harold Lloyd ' s "Vorld of Comedy", canposed of extracts 

from old silent films and of sound films mnde l ong before t ho war. It 

makes one think. · 
TAE EDITOR, 

* * * * * 
~: Boys Friend Library entitle d "Thro1>gh Trackless Spru:e" by 

Robert V, Comrade; p.,blishod about 1918-19. Good price offered fo r 

good copy of some. A, FRANCIS, 2/51 , &Klli'GTO!I STREET, BIH!INGHAM, 6 . 
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GJ:RUl PAPERS - and especiall y 
TH E GIRLS HOME 

B;y W, 0, G, Lof t s 

In over ten years of being actively connected vi th our hobby , 
I have only known two female collectors of girls ' per iodicals. 

The keen student can plt forward many theories regarding this, 
Unlike boys s t ories, (espec i ally Greyfriars ), the majority of gi rl s 
tales become very outdated, Wanen like to keep abreast vi t h the times, 
and have a far more modern outlook on things than the male , Our edito r 
plt forward also a good theory some time back in the f act tha t women 

Gr a nd New Sch ool Serial Start s Below 

M Z1RL~>Ho11 ·· Ji 
_2_u_~· di.,, ... , ' ~ 
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are much more tidy than men. 
Girls' papers , once read , 
were never col l ected , but 
just cleared out as :rubbi sh ! 
Men also , in Df'J opion, are 
far more sentimental t han 
wan.en. 

The reade r who 
think!, that not so many girls' 
papers were plblished as 
boys • i s sadly mist aken , In­
deed , if a list was ever 
plblished of all the girls• 
periodica l s, it wruld pro b­
ably be as lengtey as 11I:f 

100 years of Boys periodicals 
J>lblished sane years ago, 
Easily the most popllar of 
the girls ' papers collected 
today i s TIIE SCHOOL FRIE2iD 
which featured Bessie 
Bunte r and Co of Cl iff 
House School , I t is old 
history now, that this 
school was the creation of 

the imortal Charles Hamilton under the ' Hilda Richards ' pen name, who 
only wrote the first siz stories - but what a wonderfu l crea t ion it 
was to countless thousands of girls ( and boys) , Almost on a par was 
THE SC'r!OOWIRL' S OWN with the delightiul tales of Betty Barton & Co of 
Morcove School by 'Marjorie Stanton ,• This of c<)lJrSe hid the identit y ___ .. _,, ________ .,,_, ___ .., __ ,.. __ ~ ... ,--·----· ..... - ......... -...... -
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of Horace Fhillips , still alive and enjoying bis retirement on his farm 

in the West Country . 
So much has been vri tten about these two favourites in the past , 

that for a change I would like t o wri t e about anot her popalar girls ' 

paper which appeared before the first world war. This I hope will prove 

interesting to the olde r coll ecto r, and revi ve macy happy memories for 

t hose who remember the old GIRI.51 HOO. 

The first number of THE GIRI.5' ROME appeared on l!axeb 5th , 1910. 

Priced only id, it was of BOYS' F!UE!ID size, and lik~wise green in 

colour . The main opening se r ial was enti tl ed ' The Outcast of Crowtborpe 

College I written by that astonishing prolific vriter of girls ' serials 

'Msbel St. John .' This of course was also ' Henry St . John ' of the boys 

s t ories which the late Herbert Letkenby and Harry Dowler loved so much 

in their oarly days . IHenry St . John ' s ' full real name was Charles 

Henry St . John Cooper and for the benefit of new r eaders it is worth 

r epcat1ng the most amusi ng story his son t old me a few yenrs ll80 about 

his father . 
St . John was the hnlf -brothe r to that very fanous actress 

Gladys Cooper , and was somewhat used to having requests from her ardent 

admirers to try and ar r ange a meeting . One day at his club , he was 

asked by c member for the usUAl introduction. He explained that Gladys 

was very busy with engagements. The member exclaimed I I don I t mean 

Gladys - I mean Msbel ! I would very much like to meet hor, bee=• l 

enjoy all her stories so much. • 
Pago 3 of '!'BE CIRI.51 HOME had the usual feature found in all 

girls ' paper s - the beauty hin t s page , in this case entitled ' IIY Lady's 

Mirror ' conducted by Madame Besle of beauty and toilet . The first 

beauty tip was ' How ccn I brighten my eyes , • and tho advice of be thing 

them in cold water each morning would not bo out of fashion today . 

Other features included ' The Work Box' where useful informati on 

was given in the making of frocks which ..,uld be hopelessly outdated 

today . There was the usual editorial , with the friendly title of 

' Amongst my Girls ' whilst other serials filled up the remainder of th e 

paper. ' Gir ls of th e Elnpire • was a feature on the bac k page and short 

complete stories each week gave an interesting tale about some part of 

the mighty British Empire. No. 1 storyetto was of ' Fay of Austr3lia ' 

followed in No. 2 of the adventures of a gi r l in Canada . These were 

written by Linda Hope, r eputed to be a well - lmown colonial Novelist -

which in my opinion was a pen- name of a boys • wri t er . 

Sane of the artists were well !mown to readers of boys papers • 

George a-,tcombe , who mainly illustrated the tales of ' Mabel St . ~ . 



~ --------vas I believe one of the very first illustrators of Rookwood in the 
BOYS' rnIEND. Wilf'red Sayers , another of the early artists also did 
work for t he 'UNION JACK' at times , whils t II. Reading and J. Louis 
Smythe, the la tt er of 'Fun and Fictio n' ' Bullseye ' and 1Film Fun' fame, 
need no i ntroduction to readers. 

Also like the BOYS FRimD the Doubl e Numbers of THE GIRIS' H<!!E 
were an attrac t ion. Double the nomal. price and w1 th a bright orange 
cover, they were packed with extra stories and features to inte re st the 
female mind. ' Our Favourites• was one of these , giving in story form 
the l ove romances of the heroines ofJllmous songs . No. 1 bei.Dg tha t 
1m111ortal song I Annie Roonie 1 • ./.nether song though this time advertised 
in a Double Xmas Number of THE GIRLS I HOME fo r it s companion Paper 
' For-get-Me-Not • (an actual 4/ - song given aw!\Y f'ree ! ) was 'One Xmas 
Day' words by Hugh Tuite and musi c by Edward Vernon. I believe that Kr. 
Tuite h'!(l some connect i on with the l ate Charles Hamilton i n wri t ing 
songs at one time. · 

The adverti sanents in the GIRIS • HOME would today make an,.,sing 
reading . ' OATINE '!l)ILE'J' SOAP' - 10 ,000 table t s t o be distributed f'ree ! 
was one such advert isement - alld one had the usual compet itio ns i n word 
g,,ines and suchlike with handsome prizes as an award for th e lucky 
winners . 1lley be Fat - when Phatolene Tablets will cure you absolutely , ' 
was anot her regular advert. 

It would be far beyond the space al l owed for this ar ticle for 
me t o re l ate about all the sto r ies and serials in i ts pages , but it is 
worth ment ioning the s tory entitled ' Handsome Harry - the Girl Man' 
which would certainly be regarded dubiously in 1962 ! This was the 
story of how a worldDg girl masqueraded as a Man! Rather than submit 
to the atten t ions of her maMt,7Br, Harriet Nash i s di smissed. 1If only 
I wM a man• she er . cs . Her bro t her had recently died , and hi s clothes 
which fitted her were sti ll at th e bot t om of her trunk. Her eyes 
suddenly flame with an idea, and she cuts her hair short , plts on her 
brother I s clothes, says goodbye to Harriet Nash, and becomes Harry 
Ashton ! The f oll owi ng stories then describe her adventures in differ ent 
' Mens I occupations such as Tram Dri ver, all very an,.,si ng, 

'Hetty t he Harpist • by Mrs. De Winter Baker . "!he French Gir l' ' 
by Grace Lindsay . 'Po ppy of the Circus • by Henry T. Johnson . 'Bess ie 
from London ' by Mary Sherborn. 1Polly Green • and 1My Lady ' by Mabel 
St. John. ' The Adventures of Madcap Meg' - Meg of the Sweetshop. 
1'.Ille Merry Pierrots • deali.Dg w1 th the love romances of a sea-side 
Concert Party . ' The House on the Hil l' 1 Afraid to go Home 1 ' Her 
Fhantom Lover ' ' The Wedding Gown• ' The Pi nk Sunbonnet • ' The Talk 
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of t he Village • - or th e VillllB9 of Gossips , These are but a few of 

the stories which appeared up to t he start of the fi rst world war - many 

anoeymous. 1915 saw stories appearing with a war flavour, such ae 

'The liar Maids • and 'War Ranances from the Front• whilst the feature of 

' A Bad Girl ' • Diary• written by ' Peggy ' wculd have made even Bi lly 

Bunter • s or Coker ' s spelling look good. 
No. 261 dated February 27th, 1915 was the l ast issue of the GIRLS' 

HOME when it was announced that it would be incorporated into ' Our 

Girls' . ' Our Girls ' laeted until 1919, and this wae then incorporated 

into ' Bov Bells • (a girls • paper - and not the Victorian paper of the 

same title . ) Probably one could trace the continuation of the old 

GIRLS• HOME up to the present day girls • paper . 
Girls • po.pers may come and go , but THE GIRLS' HOME will remain in 

the memory of maey as a delightful paper in its period , and for many I 

hope this arti cle will bring back happy memories . 

* ******'***** * 
THE Oi.p §Dt JAL§ 

ARmt.R HARRIS or Ll andudno wrJt ea us as ron ows: 

• In Danny•, Diary It ,tat.eel •ni trt 11 a nn aer i al In Cba ttaan•t, call Id •rwt ce 

Rotn1 tbt Cl ot,e• by a aaiey °"""'· t1 thl a a mlst tkt7 •Twice Romd 12\1 Gl obe• by Sl cl'ley 

Cl-ew appeare d In t he Jmt'ER & w:iNOER rro. Jul.11 9th , 1902. An ln terutlnc th in& about 

tbJs ts th t annooocment th t week bet ort: 

owi,. t o cenain characters 1n th• 1'Clldertul new •torY •T1rlo1 Ro'81 the Globe' 

betna ptr10nagea o r hi gh poltll cal Jc:,pcr t.ance , we wen Informed t hat t he 1t.cr7 In Sta 

th en ronn could not be pubu-. oo. Hr . Drew, at t er aen ral tnt erv lew3 with le&al chters , 

has auoceeded In overcoming th e objections, md th e result ts th a t •Twh,e Roood th e Clotte • 

Is nm .:>re thrllllna; th an t t we.s before . 8ut. thue delaYa have preven t ed us f rom 

teeptna OU' promlN t o place tht st.or)' before OUl" r eaders Ul la week.. It will , hoWever, 

ec,pear wit hout t an I n th e nut Issue ot the JESTER AHO WCJlD£Jl. 

Dann, was r ight. •Twic e Round th e caobe• did appear In th e !'E.gnet In 1912. It 

"aa • ot cours e, new to the J1oine t , Md DS\01 "°uld have no N aso n to ,~pose that It wa.s 

not act.ua.111 a new story . 
Nar\Y ot t.ht aer ials ct ear ly In Ill e centUl")' were a twin more than one a ir ing . 

'B ird s or Prqti , •Sr ttal n at war-, •Brit a in In.,ftdec29, •n,e Jron Island' , • CoWll n Etb el •a 

Bchoold 01a• . most or th e Drew at orlea , and mat)' others were aerlollHd more th an once 

before they eventually appured In t he B. F".L. Oddly enouc,, , th e amt t itle bl ooka and 

Illustrati ons were usual.11 used on each occasion . 
1be S1nouncament tn Jm1'D: & wc,ora, t o 'ffll ch Nr. Horrts re fer s, wu al.est 

certai nly a. .stunt , but tt Is n8Yertll el tae lnt.enst1nc . 



Sexton Blake Today 
NARGARE1' OOOKE rev iews the l at.est novf?la tn the f~t.• SEITQi BLAKE 

!BRAR 

H.lCH §lttEt. HOMJCID£ No, 50) ....... ArtJlur Ki rby 

One or th e best s.B.LI s or the 19ar 1962. 
The book ocstllnes raJst ery , suspen~ and a clever 
plot , wtth a high standard or literature. a 
al so cont inues t.he evoluti on or ICtrby trom plq .. 
bof newshomd to serlou., respon s ible ci ti zen -
t..o0 aer tous t.o acc ept the amoroua cballen&e or 
o lovel.Y but dangerous woman. He was c.oo bUBY 
coping with a s ixth sense "1.t ch waa IIKlrttln.g 
overtime on hts stlbconsetous •creat ing a itental 
climate ot grim torebodt na. • All the stgn s 
point ed to murder - tb e i:urder or hi s absent 
host. 

Wi th Blake t s he lp and guidance KlrbJ' beg51 
to Investigat e hls host • a aovemcnt s prior to his 
disappearanc e and dlsc overe<l enough evldmce to 
wan"ont calling ln the local police . The deolslon 
vru Xtrbyts. BlBke seemed ctrlousl.7 lndtr f l!Nllt 
about the chat"ge mtll l ater In the novel . '!ben 
he surprised everybody, Including IClrbf. 

Excellent holiday re ad ing ~d e nonl "1tah 
8h>Uld not be mi ssed by an, Bldt e ran . 

srtl)IC (l{E KRI>rn No, 504 ....... m •• w, ,., Baj.li nger 

•Where' s the ~ een of Sh<J~111 ,nn ed P.G. as 
the M1n'Bls ,ralked In pa ir s up t.he gang-plank lnto tJ'le I.rt. •In ey ru ms t here has got 
to be :. Queen ot Sheba - 1ts 'rtfJ t redemrt:.• 

U-.f ortWl&.tel)t f«- S ir Peregrine Gore, the l.rk saM lfld the ~ee:n ot Sheba fell a 
prey t o Ilona on her W87 traa dressl~ room to the bat h scene. When Blake Jnnstlgattons 
Joined th e part.)' and P&lla D1JJ1e became th e new QJ.een of Sheba, !be was hurl ed lnt.o the 
An3000da plt b)" tbe sabotetr spreading chaos, death m,d des t ruction through Studio ()le 
dt.rtng the f llm lng or ni e Deluge. 

Paula - Wtng a welcome retum to stal"'-()OOI"8Cter ro l e tn the s. B. L. .. faced a 
aert es ot perilous adventures with f or ti tude, Inge.nutty Md oour aga; M1rkln& alone on. 
th e St udl 1,, lnves tl gatton, 'fflllst Tinker did the tiea-work •. 

An excellent novel wi th a very h lih li terary stan:1aro, good characte r iza ti on, 
pac e , ortg1nollf¥ S'ld ~s,en si. Ideal holl d«r read ing , llgh ~ henrted , thrllllng and 
tborooil>IY enjoyable. 

Both nOYels haYe e:scellent covers . The Henry fox cover for StUdlo One tlJrder Is 
except tonally' good. lhlort\l'\at el.Y th e chapter sketches sre not new. Both th ese nonls 
9~1!.CT.lll..a.!.1!. .. MP.~I.S...U .. !IOU.A$ .. """1.0<ll.r.o..- .. -·--- ·- - ·- · ·-- ----· ···--



DANNY'S 

_'rHE UNION 

. ·- ... 

DIARY 
~-

AHer 1chool broke up , I bad 
Chree dqs wJth 11.D at Aldenh ot , 
,ti.ere we Vl sJted 11.l'ltJe F'loITte . 
Crie nilbt we went to tb t Hlppodroml 
tbeN, and a cogedien call ed HarT7 
O\l.trnplon waa 11n1tna •Cb, 'lllt).at a 
s:x,uth, 'llbat a nortul IIX)llth&• He ,an,.....,. quickly, end tsLa. t hoUlht 

h J11 r aUler w1&ar. 
But ltl at l ' m coming to Is 

this. 1 "°Uld lik e t o s tn 1 •Oh, 
11111.at • cont h, tl!Nlt a ncrtul DOnth&• 
Augu.,t In En&lend1 Ttowl 

Jtve nner kno'ffllO IIUCh r a in 
tn all 117 lit e . It juat r a ined 
sld r ained and r a in ed. lt pelted 
dcMl'I l lk t a oasoara , dq otter daf. 
Tbe "8ttut Auauat. a l nce 1880 some­
bodY' aa ld In t.be Nomlna Leoaer . 
Cne day Chere ,e.s 6 inches ot ro tn 

Jn Hcrw lcb Sn 12 botr' 1 . E l&ht 
rbou&Sld people we~ hoae l e11 , 
oa:a.mto at tona In Che c n.7 wwt 
out ot t, te l ephonea and telea.ra,pha 
broke dCJlllll, Ntd aa, AM eleotrt c tt y 
t a iled. Eas t Anall a bs:I lt tbe 
-.:irst, but it h4S been bed ne ry· 
.tlere. The d tao, t roua U ood1 have 
eost Brttatn 111lllon .s or pounds. A 
real cat• a strop . 

Luoktly , weiN not go Jng 
&Wi'.1¥ tor our holl dq till th e s t ar t 
or Septembe r, bUt I don ' t aappose 

It wi ll han aUpped r atnln&. Dad 
11.Ys th e weath er Is <111 to al l th e 
tl7i n-1 machines buz.ztna abou t In 

tbe a tr . Be 1411 7ou can• t meas 
about wi th th e t l 6mel'lt s wit hou t 
upaett t na th e weather. 

o r cours e , bttng nucs tndoors wlCh so :uch ra in ebotlt cave me pl enty or ttm tar 

Nad t.ng. 11)' cousin Robin a t Aldtrsho t tokes the Kantl enry Mek. He llk ea th e 

stories about Tom Bayers Md the Fighting Parson. Tiley are wrl tten by Artb.Jr a. HordY, 

encl Robln u ys t.1'117 have bem In tbe Narvel tor fOCII 7er s. Tbere 11 al90 a st.orY each 

"'ek about Jtc , Sm 8'ld Pe~e .. 
Robln 1s th ree ye :i.·:i old er than I am. Re g.n'e me m e t ot.est O':lton Jack cal led 

•Thi La,, or Ole 8119, obvl ousty based on the TIC.M ic d l saater. fl\e p i ctur e on th e COYS' 

8bowed a 1 lnt r 1otrc doNl and peopl e ln a llt eboa t ~ Che tee-n ot, . 
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t think Wi ought not to grud>le e.boUt the weather. t!!.l s l:IIXlth there was Sl 
eartllquake tn Turtte:,. 1beN were 6,0CXI casualt ies and I,0,000 an hol.ele.u . An1th1n& 
11.kt that Is worse Olan weather . 

I have reed U'le Om t or a.s lcng as I can NCaecber, but th i s has been the 'fer'/ best 
monUl ot all t1i:ie. Fh'e atcr tea, too, as there were the Wec:l'lcadoYs this m::int.b. th e 
ttrst was 'D' Arc:11'• Libel J.cttcn11 llbtc.h waa a serem rran start to ttnt~. Ouasr tried 
t o team ~or1:Jw)d , ao he could act as reporter at meetings. He got mixed up wlUi 
aurrre.gettes , end tM'I ,roie a crltlcts:i of t he ttayor, ot Wsy'l andn trousers . lt.l:I read 
tt Md likes Cu,s;r, thoUlh she tht~ Har~ln Cl ttr ord. ta metlne: tm ot the autt rage"aa. 
Another 8111811lerWaa •Toe HenT'a Concert Party,• and th~ t.bey dl ..-it on holt dq In 
•Toa NeM7 and Co ln Irel.Sld. 1 

1'ben eta t'M> ser loua tales, th e ve17 best ad\ool lt<rle s 1 ban ever read . One 
was •er.age Stru1*.• reatur tnc Honty Lowther and tbe other wea •Botgtat Honourl" 1n "'11eh 
LeV1son persuaded Cu.sq to c.beat in en exam. 

Dad brought me hoae 'Chip&" one evenlng. It hM th e largest ctrcu.lattm or tJl'f1 
ooctc ~er ln the woi'ld. I Ute Weary Will le ard Tlred Tto. ald also tht Case:, court 
Nibs , bUt Homel eSS Hector mkes me laush the DOst. He la o. dog. 11'1.ere Is a set"lal in 
Chi ps called •The Traq, ttllllonalre• about a wealthy man fll'lio goea to li ve ln Ult al wm. 
I pJppoSe be Is o pbl lanthropold. 

oeneral Boor.ti. tN rounoer or the Balvaticn An!ll died this aonth , l'lD wa.a 
t erT'lblf 80IT)', tor .,_a aa)'s the Salvation Arr:t1 does wcndertul wort. He was btrled on 
AUgUst 29tb end huge cl"'ON18 Uned tb e route through the C UiJ or London a, dle t'Wlenl 
proc es si on paased, 

Earlier on , 1 earned e ightpenc e tor ta,ggln g balls fer Doug Md bis friends 111hen 
th ey played tenni s. I wms ven extravag ant. I bought tflo Soy.st F'ritrld .}d LlbrarlH. 
One wa, 11sex t on Blt&e, 81)>4 Jllhlch was a bi t h&a'Q' t or me, so I sent It as a birthday 
present to Atilt f'lorTte . 'lbe other was a circus st.or, •eanv u and Caravan• bl' Rober t 
w, Coarnde, and 1 tomd tbis good bolldQ reae11n&. 

I al.Bo bought th e Kollda, Double lftaber ot Coale Cuts ( It ,ra, <Joli>l e-prtee, one 
pem:r). It was good tun. I liked th e s torJ •Tbe &astClOuth Pt errots4' 800\lt Hai-ttn Steel 
am. his t1relve ladY us latmta. Ttie MbetTJ' f'lat-ltes were at Ramsgat e In aome t'w'U'lJ 
picture s , 

I alS> boUlht a halfpenny tce--ere2£1 comet , 'llt!.lcb waa l ovel.Y, and a pockeC.,.fUll or 
..::inkey-nuts tor the other hftlr-pen,'G'. 

In Douc•s •etieer Boys Cheer- there Is a new sertal called •!!l e 8ad 8QJ ot Cb& 
f'saliy.• In tt, the father says to h is son: •A. ,on fll'lio can rob his father la no son of 
mine. out or -, house and out or nu 11 re - and never darken CIY' dOors ga in,• 

r:1·,doesn •t th at seec atll.Yl Even tr he robbed hb father, he waa sti ll h i s son, 
wasntt he? t wonder ho,r he darken ed hts fa ther-ls doors, I SUPPQSe be put dirty hands 
oo th e net'! patnt, 

JCrupp•s a t Easen ene celebrat ing a hundroo yeSM or mktng guns. 1"he1 aN maktn& 
Ulm fer th e Kaiser , But tbe Ka iser bas hi s yacht r acing at Cones. It ls called the 
•Heteor' 1 Da:t says lt sho,e how he loves the Brit t sh. 

I am annayed wttb tbe edit«- or t.h.e ttagnet. He has started three pages or eoc:ito 
pictures ln eaoh Issue. When I want eomlo pt otures I bl,O' a eo=tc paper . The stories ln 
the 11agnet have onl7 been fa ir this I:IOOth. The first was •Harry Wharton & Cot s 8a1* 
HoU<1a1.• "'e ramus Four Md Nork Linley went. on hol iday to Hauleverer Hall , Lord 
HauleVeNr 1s lo vely hooe 1 While tt.e.Y were lbore thQJ spent Bank Holtd81 tn Bltt:.tpool, 
8ld th'6' went to a c«JOert party on th e aaros, 8'ld foth! Honaleur Qusrpentler on Che 
.stage s ln,lng IWC)' 80n&S, A bi t lndtltbl e , I thought. 

Then caD8 •spoottng tbe Sebool' and •The ICtd'lawed School •. Tho tlrst one brought 
In ll!Pln&, a fake pa].I:llst, 111'11 referenc e to a treDsuN hidden b7 a SCIJU].er called 
C$tatn Ftrebrace , In the seecn:2 one, Kauln erer took six bus- l oads or beys out tor 
t2le dey, and all the lot were klal$ped bl' a om cant nc ht.:iaelt Ftrebrace , 
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Next came •The Ccq, etltton Cz'aH a t Orey trtars1 r1-. organised a COilJletlt lon t o 
answor the question •Wh)r did t he chicken cross the rood?• The answer "aa •To get to the 
other s ide• , and Fishy won the prize bloseir. I asked ey bro th er Doug lflh7 the chicken 
crossed the road . 8nd he satd •For soce ro"l NB$00£• 

Flnall.¥, •The Form Kaster' s secret. ~ tn 'llhtch Hr. QJelch' s brother Herber t was accusoo 
or robb i ng a bank. He wa.s cleared by Dalton HMke, the bey detecttve. OoOdness knows wm 
Illustr ated this one. It was a bit llko Clarke , but It wasn't him. It "n.sn•t Cha~ 
e ither, 

So lt wasn•t a very ~able conth In the Nagru:1t. 
The Dally Her al d ts ort ertne £11 0C() tor the best hol tday snapshot , I have t old Dad 

th at he could buy ce a K0<1ak Yest ~ et camera f or 30/ - and that I might get £1 ,000 out 
or It , but Dad onl.7 gM.r1ted, It he b1qs ce a camera t shall t.!«e It &"8)' wU.h me Yll.en 
we go to the sea t or our holiday next o::inth. I t:1tght get a picture or ~ tn her new 
hobble dclr t. l•d eall tt •Ob, you ahoutd ,ee th em tllufflln, along •••• • 

~~Je 2~~E1~ ::~ ~=; 0~~e~~d 1;o~~ ~~~1~;e~:,~ ~l=u!!:34. 
B.O. P. 10 'f'Olwaes Seout . t.> 'tt>lllml!S Cept atn. 100 Sexc.cri Blake Ltb. 1915-41 . 150 Boys 
Fr iend Ltb. 191!r41. t6o Hodern Boys. 100 Bo,ys Friend s (not Rookwood) . So Nelson 
Lees 1st new. 50 Nels:on Lees old seri es . 50 Helson Leos 2nd new. 200 Nagnets 1350 to 
end. 100 Union J acks. 12 Scoops . 20 p'n oc.s. to Holi day Annuals. Anry nie cock-House 
CUp 51-. Cleaver Capt ains or Dukes 'JI-. Cleave r Lawson ror Loro• a 8/- . Cl enver DaNlaY 
Leaves sch ool 4/-. Farrar Jul Im Hoce 81-. FSITar st . Wtctreds 51• . Btrd PlaY U>e Came 
Torbury 51·. 
~ .. u.T, .. 52 .. 0AKl.EICH .. cARDDlS, WH~ E, LONOON,

1
N.20 . .. Htllstde 6Jeo. ,_ ..................... N, .. 

WANTED: Thril l ers, ear l.Y Knockout Coclcs , O'!.aq, ton Nos. 12, 15, 29, 114 and the 

~!:s ~k[he 'i~d:1~~ 1~it ·:~~Ci/B :~sj~c~:~: ~'::e~e~=~~n~ray; 
bOOks by r.nt.hony Horton ; •Inspector West IAaves TOfl'I' John Creasey; •flle Tott goes 
to 11arket• John Creasey; •Tott ln Town• John crea.,ey i •No Royal Road' by David FaITar; 
'R icher Dust• 6t ll1l.t.on Hope. Ear).)' CID'S. Wtll pay good price or give copi es or 1st and 
3'ld sert os B. B.L' s ln exchmge . 
VIC'J'al COLBY, 8 BDl:r.Sf'ORD AVllfl.E, BE\IERLY HIU.S, N.s . w •• AI.S'l1lALU.. 

···-·"'"'•••"''"•···-· .......... ~--................................................ ,, ... ,~ ............................................ _, ... , ............................................................................ .. 

~~s 1"ri1~!!: ~;i
1~~1.1~u:Ot1~;~9Fri!1~~:;~u~~)~9'l5Bun~r1:~r.s 

5, 20 !'lld 27. Various Boys OWn Papers . Otter to 

, 111. . ... Cl.IF'T t .. :ClJ.RElffl,-._ • V Icratl A RO~ .. HERSTl1'.)NC£'."X •. SI.SSEI . ................ , ............. .,.,,.., .. ,,,,., .... ., .. .,.,,.,,,,,,,.,.,,.,. 

Q{A.HGE CF Al)[Jl&s§: BARRY 11ACtl.AOYtS ntw address Is •Frlarclale• BOt SOUt.hWood Avenue• 

............... , ......... , ........................ ., .. , Knaph Il l , W;,ok fng., 8U?TeY • ............. -, .... ,_....,.., .. ,,.,..,.,.., ... ,.._ ...... ,, .... ,,, .... ,. ............. ..,,,..,,,,. .. ,,. .. 
WIU. EXCHANQE: •The Au~blography' or rran1c Richards• tor a blue-cove r ed cem entitl ed 
•nit TOFF•. Nust be ln good condition wttll ortg tnal toTer-s • 
. ~ .. ~~ EtL.~, 63 . CAHN~ , ROADp .. ~TEA.I>f ,,LCtllXtl 11.,S1:E•18~, .......................... .,, ................. ..i .... , ...................... ... 

~ - ~;:~r~:resre:e~~d:;S~f1t~~S:·n~~~; ~ lg~ ~d~i~~ I 32, 36, 37, )3 , 44 to 
L. PACO\\N, z, ARCHDALE ROAD. EAST Dtl.WICH, Lad:& . s.E.22 • 
................................................... _ ......................... -...................................................................... , ................ ,. .................. ,, ....................................... .. 
~~rnJ~·~OA~·0J·~iJ.~re;~:-SU:,> 162, 764, ?So, 1~ . 1257. 1~.to 1298 • 

............................................. -...................... _ .............. _ ... , ....... -, ............ , ......................... ~ ........ , ........... -, .......................................... , .... , .. .,,,,, 
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BL AKI ANA 

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PAOOIAN 
27 Archdale Road, East ful.wich, London, S .E. 22. 

I regret t hat the S. B. L. Authors and Titles feature is omitted 
this month. The reason is that Len left behind his inmense book con­
taining records ( 900 Jllllles) and details of this and many other old 
boys books at the last meeting of the O.B. B.Club . There will be a 
double l ot next month. 

Thanks to Bill Lofts and Derek Adley, I am inf onoed that stories 
of Sexton Blake have appeare d in: "Boys Journal", "Chips" , "Magnet", 
"Sports Budget" and "Knockout Annual . " This brings IJIY list up t o 24. 
A Blake story also appeared in the "Evening Standard " but this I am 
excluding as it is not an fl.B . Paper. 

JOSIE PACKMAN 

* * * * * 



RAMBLINGS ON PAST AND HIESE?lT 
By Christopher Lowder 

Pago 13 

"Fran the aninously coffin -shape d lid stared the gari sh repre­

sentation of a vanan; huge-eyed, vith full red lips curved to a l ear, 

into which subtly the craftsman who fashion ed it had i nf'Used a te rri ble 

malevolence ••• 
The Chameleon I s voice came • •• 
"lli ss Deniston , • he began , "allow me to present" - he psused -

"the Iron Maiden." 
... "An intricate pattern of s ix-1.nch , needle poin ted spikes pro­

je cted from the inner surfac e of th e door." 
The Chameleon vent on, with a maniacal chuckl e : 
"An affectionate li ttl e girl , the Iron llaiden - loves to ... brace 

her littl e friends!" 

The above extrac t CBllle from "Horror House" , by L. C. Douthwaite 

(S . B.L. 2nd series, No. 242) which, with a few oth ers fran 218- 275 , I 

receive d a little while back from my amiable friend , Jim Swan of 

Paddington . And, while r eading th oee words, I wondered who had con­

cei ved th e idea of the pre-var Blake a.s a stodgy , archaic , rat her 

st arc hed Victo rian. llhy, I even r ead in one l e tter in the S. B. L. 

Mailbag re cently that someone was bored with a pre--1930 novel ! Horosy !! 

I suppose r eal ly this a rticl e is on t he old, old argument on the 

merits of the old Blake and th e new. And how old that ar gument is I 
I Bil sure that evoryone who is a Blake enthusias t dis cusses it at sane 

time or another - and probably l oses a few friends in t he process! 

Some of the people I know are very vitriolic abou t th e pre-war Blake , 

Md , equally , others arc ext r omely sour about the New Look. 
Still , it I s good to have di ssen ti on . lie , I'm neutra l on tho 

subject , for I enjoy both types . Vl\y, I can even make comparisons ; 

like putting ..\nthoey Skene against Martin 'l'ha:189, and I fi nd the com­

parison quite agreeab le ( th oueh I must say I would hesi toto t o put 

Zeni th siiainst OrlMd o n.nte ! ) 
Really , you know, that is the start of th e trou ble - canpsrison . 

You shouldn ' t start comparing the old with th e new, it l eads to all 

kinds of tr oubl e . Times chango , opinions change; and tho only thing 

one can truthiully say i s the t they are diff erent. 
And, of course , tb ero is the old grumble that tho pre-war Blake 

was unrealistic - and how often I have heard that ! But , must everything 

be realistic? Let us havo a littl e phantasy about some things . Was n ' t 
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it Keats who said : "Phil osophy clipe an ange l' s wings , " How t rue , 
espcciall,y today, 

I don I t suppose that t he extract I have quoted above seems very 
realistic to some - but how deliciously spine - tingling! Yoo know that 
Miss Deniston will escape, yru know that Blake will arrive just in 
time - but until t hat happens, aren 't you gripping the arms of your 
chair in suspense? Anyway, even if you aren I t , yru must admit that it 
is good writing , 

Usuall y when someone rhapeodies abrut pre-war Bl ake , you fim 
that he is ant i-modern Blake . Well , in my case - not a bit of i t. On 
th e contrary I am al l for it, ·The Modern authors have created an 
exce llent stamard - consider the novels by Arthur Maclean , Howard 
Baker , Peter Saxon, Rex Dolphin and Msrtin Thomas; as well as such new 
authors as Philip Chambers and Wilfred McNeill,y, who both show great 
prouise, and talent worthy of the Blake tradition . In fact, I look 
forward to the third Monday of each month just as much as I do to the 
arrival of n parcel of pre-war papers, I am equa ll y enthusiastic about 
both ! 

Yet there i s something missing from the Modem Blake , There 
is no verve, DD dash in the stories ( watch your s t ep, C.L. , or tha 
modems will be down on your head like a ton of briclCJ ! ) • No, Whet I 
mean to sey is , let's have a bi t of unrealism injected i nto the 
Library; not much, just a t one, Whet a pity cars don' t have running ­
boards these days ; in the old days they were worlced to death by 
police or Our Hero leaping on to than ! And what a pity trains these 
dayW don' t sway, i t added so much atmosphere to those fi ghts on the 
night express ac r oss the Cont inent ; yru know, villains brandishing 
pi s tols in the corridor, am Bl ake sanewher e on the roof , with a 
tunnel l ooming up from the distance ; ruzyvay, t rains don ' t have 
corridors these days, do they'/ 

Seriousl,y t hough, is Bl ake getting a li t tle to o "hard" now? I 
hope not , fo r his sake , I ' ve just been reading the extract about Nick 
Carter from Turner' s "Boys will be Boys", and I shudder to think that 
that might happen to the ol dest detective in t he business , 

One t hi ng that sent my spirits soaring was t he recent mention 
of the return of our ol d friend Pedro, that sagacious bl ood- hound, 
Well done, whoever thought of it ! That is what people want - added 
interest . I am sure the ci r culation of the S. B.L. was boosted by the 
return of Plumer and Rymer ; but , in the words of Wilfred Pickles , 
where are they now? The Rymer novels wero good , excepting perhape t he 
last one; and Art hur Maclean I s Plumer was well wor th a return visit -
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in fact , in 11\Y opinion it was one of the best of Maclean I s maey 
excellent novels . 

The best t hing , of course , would be the return of - not the Union 
Jack , as some people want - the Detec ti ve Weekly. Consider: you see 
on your bookstall that old yellow cover , and ycru pick i t up and discover 
24 p!l8es of really good reading •• • an Edito r' s letter; the Round Tab l e ; 
crime artic l es ; s full length Blake sto ry (20 i;eges); a se ri al by s 
well - Jmown thrill er wri t er; UJ>-to-date illust r ations by tho men who 
have so ably des i gned fo r the Modern Libra:ry (and , of course , Parker!) ; 
a p!l8e, or half - page , infonnation col umn about past Blake writers - the 
' greats • like Graydon , Teed , Blai r, Skene , etc; information about 
all the modern writ ers , , • and I don I t think it would br eak the 
directors of Fleetway Press t o p.,.t all this , in the same pre-war size, 
at the modest sum of 6d . 

I think that a modern D. W, would be a wi nner fr an the start - a 
weekly magazi ne devoted to a famous detective and suitab l e for the modern 
crim e fict i on reade r, and the fl'lllil y . 

Come to think of it , it would probably boos t the shares in 
Fleetway Press, as well as inte rest in a rathe r neglected detective -
too l ong neglected ! 

What started this rambling article, which I hope has proved 
cons tructive (by which I mean the start of di scussion on certein sub­
jects) as well as interesting , was 11\Y rece i ving those pre-war Blakes . 
And they have certainly proved a boon in this dr eadful weather we 
have been having! So let me end by tcruching on a fai r ly representative 
book (froc the poi nt of view of excitement) from this little batch , 

The one I am taking is Alan Blair ' s "The Kidnapped Witness" 
(2nd series No. 275) . 

The blur b of this exciting tale is on th e firs t p!l8e - "An 
astcrunding drama of thrilling detect i ve adventure surrowiling an 
extraordinary explo it at the Law Courts." 

First, there is a raid on the Old Bail ey by a masked gang , in 
which a man on trial for murder is kidnappe d; then Blake receives a 
bullet in his left ann; a Chief Inspecto r is drugged , then severely 
coshed with a l oaded st i ck; Blake is drugged in a lift and t he 

mechaniso teJ:Jpered with , so that he is s tuck between two floors ; the n 
a poison dart is bl own at him while he i s in a tan , on the wa,y t o 
Baker Street . 

A magnificent blood-and - thunde r, and certainly one of the bes t 
pre-war Blakes t hat I have recently read. But then , of course , Alan 
Blair (or w. J . Bayfield - what a help that list is ! ) is a true pas t-.... , ....................... -.......................................................... _,.,,.,..., .. , ........................... ,,,,,,, .. , ...... ,. ...... ,. ............. ,, .... ,..,.._,.,.....,.,,,..,,,,.,,,,.,,,,.,,,,,,,, 
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·~-;;;;:;,-i;;;;-·~ of Blake writ ~lillking with the early Greydon o; 
Teed at his peak. 

What a pity such "dire-<loings" do not come Blake 's way these 
days , Perllaps some past Blake writer will read this and staeger t o­
wards the dusty typewrite r in the comar of the room - to fulfil my 
dream! Perhaps even a Modern Blake write r! 

llbo knows ••• • • ••• 

* * * * * 
BATTLES ROYAL 

By Victor Colby 

Ladies and Gentleoen , on ray right are those two seasone d 
warriors , Battl ing Blake am Tornado Tinker. On l!IY l eft , am oppcsing 
thee , are the pret t ies t set of ruffians you oould hope to meet in a 
day ' s carch! · 

In this a rti cle , lllake puts aside hi s pipe and slippers , and 
Tinker hi s paste pot, am the dauntless pair sally forth as cen of 
act ion, to engage the ene,,y wherever he ,aay · be found, on or under the 
sea , in the air , in lll8l\Y lands , with ntJIJerous weapcns and agains t 
over.1helming odds . Battles royal with a highl i ght in every fight. 
Here are some of th em. 

J. perfec t pandemonh11 ot nol se broke out bchlM Blake , Md as tr bJ me&Jc, 
tlle gu1lY be&m to YOll:tt forth bl'Ollln rtggUng forms mtch eroWd:ed ht m menae tng}J . 1be 
.scre£111lng , aestlcula t tnc hordes rollowed: ht m do'll'I the narrow pass-ige. One dirty arab 
mde a sU'.ldm dart at hi m and g:-nbbed at hi s coat. Bl it:e l et tl)"'wlth hta t err i bl e le ft . 
The mn D*le a tunny llt tle gUrgllng noise, turned a somersault , and went hurtlin g Into 
the ragged 9"8.1111 th at pre ss ed c lo se behind . Shout i ng wi th greater Intens ity, the swarm 
Sffl!Pt to"'ard Into reach of Blake's arms. Blake plugged 81lley lik e a ciachlne , #l e orobs 

~~s~ownfll!,lk:e=~n~~p8}:!: :! =~~\!:~i:1~8:i~\~!"~~Ui:r!~f1o ~ 
pile tb emulvea up beneath the hamer or rt s ts. One bl'OYln bod:J dropped c l ea.J'l 6n Blake 's 
head. ho caught him b)' tlle leg s and SM.I'll him lik e a bat ter i ng ram at the st r alnec:1 ( 
furious face s U1.1t surged at him. 

SUddenlY th e "311 aga i nst "h1ch Blake hacl placed hla back , collapsed with me 
thrus t or hi s shoul ders, and he was precipitated Into a dftelllng, 1'le bui lding wa.s 
tired, but Blake burst thrclugh the na=es as tlM:er and Pedro srrtved on the scene , the 
bl oodhoOOd tllng tng htmelt Into tbe mel ee , bltlne aro tearing at naked lldla. Driven 
c.o a frenzy by Pedro •a rel entleu pers &CUtlon, md pu.,hed on b;• those 1n the rear , Uu 
nctlv es scra tched and tor e at eoch other, ttghttng Uk e demns , to get out ot reach or 
the dogt s savage jaJCS. 

'Old Pedrot s putt ing 1n acre stout woric.• said Tinter , 'lltllstllng hlm of t the 
N~tJna en~ . 

1 BU11Y Beyt 1.1ld Bl ake, to~llng Pl'dro•s gre at head, th e dog licking hfa 

mester• • ,hand m~ whlnJ..._,.ll!\..'111l,,l4ll,- ... - - •• - .• - .-·--··· """"- · -"-·- ·•···-·-·•• 
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V,J, No, 124:n 'ffle Plver Detegt1Jt' 

TtlO men t eeed each other et the bottoa or the aea. Sext.on Blake and t he Til l a tn. 
Both =-i tlOl"e d lTln& aulta end both had uea. ftle v t ll•"1 leap t t <:nrard ana atmaa a 
aaTage blow at Blake's neck. The detecttn pmT l ed It lktll t ull.7 , and lWt&ed out w1tb a 
OOl.llter stroke . 

Wltb tterc e bl ows, wtth swtr t e t rc ll oa , the t i ght progressed wi thout eithe r or 
the C<X:Catants r ecetvtng a 'l'IOw)d. Indeed th e f irst J"O\Rt WJUld probe.bl,¥ end the en­
eomter, tor a dtvtna su i t, one,e r tppe,a open would place th e wearer horlt-de-eonilat. 

By a tetnt, qulckl.7 followed bJ' a he&YJ' ~ward lill o'III on top or tbe hel.JDet, t.h.e 
Vill a in sent Bt•e s tnggertng backwnrda. He a.tt tqi ted to repeat the blow, but Bl ake 
rolled to one side and thru st out his hat.chet t o ward tr orr . 1be "Ytllstn 1tl.mlbl e<1 and 
tell on the keen edged bl ade or Ole upturned axe , and the Jncket o r hta dhln& dre ss 
was ripped trc:m t.op to bottom , Blake saw ht, antagonist &t MJUl • to hi s feet Sld make 
mede ef forts t o r ise up t o ~ e U"fae e, but witho ut avall . tn a frel'1S1 ot teor the 
doomed wretch rushed along the fl oor of the sand Md disa ppeared t ra:i. vi ew tor ever . 

B,B,k, l f:M~~~ N~;t! ,• tn.~cir-~~ r d: Jade Handl ed Kntte• tiy a. e. Teed. 

Raving had h i s tse e Slepped by one or Ole gir l inmat es , th e hal t caste h8d gone 
li vid with a te!Ttble race . Ria arm moved li te ll&htntng. one ha,d shot out and 
gripped th e gtrl • s throat, the otber new 1.l'lder hla coat , and a long-b l aded lmtr e 
!la.she d und er the snok t ng 0 11 lsnp . ~ went the arm, end do1Wl came tile knife , a tr cl aht 
tor th e &lrl• a throa t , her eyes bulging wlth t erro r and t eer ot trrmtnent IWl.thliatlon. 

And Ulen, Juat u th e polnt dr'O'N to 1ta goal, Su.ton Blake lurched f orward and 
Urust bta tUl!t)l er dl.rectl.Y mder the point of the lmtt e , cateblng th e bl ade wi th i n 1, 
the barest tracti on of a second before It would han pl unaed tnto the girl ' s throa t. The 
hal t <ast..e rallied, ond dron tOr"Wm'd, knlte held l °" , ready to sl i t opWi the man 'lllho had 
balked him. Before the blade Neche<! bl m, Blake, 1n his role or a drUllken.~lat, 
stwb l ed baclt, am M ll e the halt-eaate was 1ttll on th e forward. ltmae , hts knee came 

::,:~\~!1 r~~t dl::1 o~c!~t = ~~e~!ii~~~ :i~ t~~!~~l~~Y t:r:i~:! 
lq)aot or the blow drov e the half-ca ste through t.he halt 8"1'l n& do<>rs Int o the street , 

(J10re bottles nen nx,nthl} 

mrm11.11,1u1 101:,M..,111, 111u.,1, .. ,1,1,im.,r,·· rl·1ill lf··r" ''""''' """"~ 

ALICE ts (!IE HtN)RED 

A taza2redyears ago , on Juiy 4t11, 1862, a ,-oung Oz:tord l ecturer, the Rev. Olar-lea 
LUtwldg e Dodgson t ook three yo1.r1g g l.rls, all sisters , on th e rtver . Thelr names were 
Lorina, Edith end Allee. Aa usual , he t old tMID a .stol")'. Thia one was about Allee gol nc 
dolll'I a Nt>b1t-,,bole into •und ergroOOd ' .. as be cal led l t then. 

Next d af , on th e London tra ln , Chnrles Oodgaon met the g irls acatn Md Al to e 
belied hlm t o wrtte th e story d»ffl for her. So he did , aid It waa published tn 1865 . 
Re called It •Allee • a AdYentures In Wonderland , ' and ealled hl lll!lelt Lewta CarTOll . 

A ..,lal tor to t h e parish ~urch or DareabUJ'Y, bet~~ Cheater imd WarTlngton , 
cm see the chnrocters troci •.utc e• set for ever t n the at~lned-gl ass windows. 
Lewfs•a father " ~ v icar tbere . 
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.NELSON LEE COLUMN 

Conducted by JACK WOOD 

THE OLD MILL 
By R1 J. Godsave 

One of the most picturesqu e si ghts t o be seen i n the country side 
is t hat of a Windmill with its fascinating sails and shape . It i s a 
great favourite as a study fo r the artist and l"Otographer . 

E. S. Brooks first i nt roduced the old Windmill on Bannington Moor 
in No. 114, O. S. *The Boy from Calif ornia . " In this issue Justin B. 
Hannan, a new boy , was kidnapped by his uncl e , dragged through Bellton 
Wood to the old mill on the coo r. A strild.ng cover shews the mill and 
the kidnapped boy being forced int o a motor car. 

Although the old mill was in a rather dere lict condi ti on , it was 
st il l a serviceable place on th e whol e . For those whose act ions were 
not quite above board , it made a good hiding place or t empor;i:ry lodgi ng . 

When Norman Grey first came to St . Frank ' s as Jack llason, bis 
uncle , Simon Grell used th e mill for th e night, aft er stealing a gol den 
l ocket which was proof of Mason I s real identity and al so the clue to a 
buried treasure in Africa. 

Again t he old cil l caoe int o th e scene with the coming of Dick 
Gcodwin. The cover had a fine drawing of it with Ni pper clinging to 
t he Shil l ooking in at the liehted window. Nipper having previously 
been kidnapped i n mistalro for Goodwin and r el eased when the men realised 
th ei r ms tak e . 

The c ill fieures l a rgely in t he Grimesby Cr eepe serie s . Kirby , one 
of Creepe ' s monitor s , was io pri soned in t he mill by the St . Frank ' s 
juniors in order tha t Ni pper could impersonate hie at Moat Hollow, i n 
order to rous e the scholars at thi s school t o r evolt against the tyraru,.y 
of Gricesby Creepe . 

Many wer e t he occasions during the lif e of t he Nelson Lee Library 
when th e old cdll was used , and i t pr oved a great asset to Brooks , who 
made the most of it . The sw.e could be said of the artis t s who drew 
some exceedi ngly ef fec ti ve covers depic ting the old Windcdll. 

* * * * * 
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HAMILTONIANA 
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•soae Person ~o,in--•, one or t.he most brill iant st.or I es or the brtlllent 
Courttteld Crackamon aeries "1.lch brightened th e winier or 1929-30 tor "-net r eaoers. 

Prom ti me to time during his o.:iree r, Qiar l es R(lllllton introducect iqstery and cr"lme 
Into his GreyfrtDN story , d"ld thi s one was written 111t11:11 he flSS at t.ht peek o r h h powers. 
A _cr ies or endl eaa: vari ety and. i::ellO¥r observat lona, It can be said that , of tts cype , 
the auttlor nen r wrote lfl)'t.hln& bet t er . A aer ies 'l'tltcb cm be read and Nnd again wU.h 
!fleer enJo,:,ent trom start t o rtnt!h. 
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Lm'S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 59, SEOOND TO llONE 

"The evil that men do liv es after them; the good is of t in t erred 
with their bones ," So wroto Shakespeare with some truth, 

Collectors I Digest has cemented in recent months on a few 
articles which have been !'lblished boll ttling th o work of Charles Ham­
ilton . mediately a po!'llar and successful c,on dies, his det ractors 
get to work, showing their own skill in debunking the fanous , We have 
seen i t happen more than once . 

While he lived, Charles Hamilton ,res well able t o take care of 
himself , This c,ey have restrained some critics who are now able to 
let thec,so l ves go. I must confess that sane of the critics, with their 
generalities , aimed at taking tho gloss from the memory of a well - loved 
vri ter, give me a pain in the neck. 

Sane of these wr1 ters have just been spitef ul , We can ignore 
them as not worth bothering about. others, in my view , cake certain 
cOC1ments es a result of a very limited knowledge of tho Hamilton story . 
Those of us who knew the story , insid e out, all tho wey down the ye are , 
make slips at times . How much more likely t o make mistakes are those 
whose knowledge of the subject i s superficial or limited to one part­
icular period . 

In lltl article in the llew Strand Magazine a contributo r wrote: 
"There have been much better school story wri ters. 11 WHAM! So now we 
know! 

Just whan did he mean? He gave us no clue . 0ther writers have 
vaguely suggested the same thing, but they , too, have ani tted to mention 
th e nac,es they had in mind. 

Who wrote bettor achool stories than Charles Hamil ton? We have 
asked this quest i on befo re . On my book-she l ves are all the school 
stor ies of Wodehouse , Read and Coke - plus plenty by Bird , Hadath , 
Farrar , Cleaver, Avery, Cule , Goodyear, Bell, Reydon, Smith, St , John 
Pearce . Are some of these the names vhich th e critics have in mind? 
They all wrote school stories, ·tllll\Y of them excellent , between stiff 

covers . 
Farrar'• "Eri c" wes a fine powerful story in its dey , Wodehouse' s 

best mey have been "Mike", which is alweys a delight. Read's "Fifth 
Form at St . Daninic 1s" has deservedly lived down the years, It' personal 
opinion is that Coke wes the best of all the stiff-cover wr1 te r s. His 
bes t - and grand r eading they aro - were "Bending<$ a 'l\,ig" and "The 

,\ 

I 

., 
l 

I 
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Yom", but these_,, written for adults and ,ould not appeal greatly 
t o yow,geters . 

Do the critics aak us to believe that Charles Hnmilton never 
wrote a better s tory than o:tJ/1 of these I have mentioned? Have the 
critics , in fact, read enough of Hamilton ' s worlc t o be anything like 
canpetent judges in the matter? 

Of course Charles Hamilton wrote hundreds of pot-boilers whilh 
entertained, more or less, according to their themes. Of coorse his 
worlc is ncrt above criticism. Of cours e he has his f ault s . But he 
also wrote sco r es of supe rb sto r ies which are , in 1111f vi ew, unsurpassed 
and which knock spots off ~hing by the authors I have li ste d. 

Take, for example, "The Tyrant Prefe ct " in the Schoolboys • Own 
Library . It is unrenovned , i t is not quoted among the llnmil t on "greats' 
yet what a glorious piece of schoo l story writing it is ! The pen 
pictures of Mr. Quelch alone are worth their wfe.ght in gold. 

A correspondent in our Yours Sincerely column rec ently, aske d 
whether any Hsmilton school sto ri es were "really outstanding" and 
added: " ' Boy Yitl:rut al800' , Outram Series, the fir s t Wharton the Rebel 
series , 1Housemaster 's Hanecoming' , t he 'His Brother 's Keeper' series , 
perhaps" . It is enli ghte ning to cast an eye on th e s tori es he ment i ons 
and see haw far back he goes and how much he i gnores . "Boy With out 
a Name" was published on New Year ' s Iey, 1915. The St , Jim's stori es h, 
mentions were published during the First World War. The Rebel eeri os 
was published 1n the winter of 1924-25. So th e correspondent was 
suggesting tha t the onl y outstanding school s tori es in the Gem appeared 
between 1914-1918, and that nothing very outstanding appeared in the 
Magnet after ear ly 1925 . Can we be blamed for wondering whether this 
corre spondent has a very ri de acquaintance ri th the Hamilton s tory? 

But stay ! Our simple immaturity mey be the reason some of us 
regard the Hamilton sto ri es as Socond to None. A contribu t or to the 
latest Story Paper Collector writes: "All 'l11lf favourites were writt en 
by Pentelaw. I do t hink , however , that Charles illlmilton was th e better 
writer fo r youngsters , he having a mor e simple sty l e ," 

Where •s 'l11lf rocking horse? 

* * * * * * 
OO!lTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No, 581 CAPJ'AINS COURAGIDUS 
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represents a Nc:mkable disc ernment In Charles Kamll ton t s power s or Charactertz.atton. 
And how could you say that Bulkeley t eat\Nd tn nothtng very outstanding tn the 

Rookwood story? ni.e series 1n ¥filch F'Nir;lton 1s uncl e succ eeds tn getting Hr. BUlkeley 
suspected or di shonesty ls probabl.7 th e best or th e .stories tbout the Rookwood sen i ors 
aM Knowtu i cunning tn getting htimelt elected capt ain or Rookl'looa still oakes vel")' 
Jnterestlng readi ng. (Incid entally, al l thi s t s yet another exaq:,l e ot a Oreytrtars 
seri es be ing based on m earli er Rookwood one.) 

I think that t.o the average reader Hoo~ l th wns neare r than Bulkeley t o being j u st 
a naDe, but thi s ts jU3t Dl'I tllu stratlon or th e wn.ne or ctracat lc ?Me&rtal tar ~ l ch St . 
J fmt s l s noted. 

~~;;at~~o ;:: =h~,,!/:,1 ~~1~ =:o:o~t:Cr~!~~c~o~:t ~~u r!:'~~~t.eh~W:s 
appeared as a tal.r-mlnded tYPe or tell <M, nnd I ha.ve alwa1s ltk:ed h lo very meh . t know 
nothin g @out Cotrtney . but Gwynne, Utngat et s closest buek:IY, ts a mer e shadow, and does 
net sh ine as C!IUch as Loder, Came , or Walker. I agree wi th yr,.i one hUndred per cent that 
Croytrtars owes a lot to Loder Sld I oontess to hav ing a sne.lktng am.tra.tl on t or h lm. 

~:st! 1=,K~~,~~ ::c,,~rl al~; ~~ p:!! ~ :l~ ~: :r':er:~ertng 
Jt ; t s sto r ies . 

BOB .mt'rrn: I nel'er qu l te knew how to prono\l'lce Bulkel ey. As you IU!.Yt t1.n a•ward bUlicy 
~y ou pronowc:c th e Diddle tet? Wingate was tti' favour it e Ct3')t atn. 11Uch as I 
l iked Kildare, one f elt he never c;iutte rec ell'Cd the aarie respect from the jmlors as did 
Wingate. l never cared a l ot tor t.he Loder-Captain se ri es either . Apart tr<C th e t tI:16 
t.hc Bounc.ter sa.v&d Jack Wingate froc the sack , I dtdnl t have ndl patience tor Wingat e 
aid hi s ctnor stories. 

,t:~ ~,£.~t~H : 1~:!
1!~~:!~l:Na~e~~ :~~t~0:!~~~1: :!\1:1:r~io~ ~~ not 

In l t sel t 1)8&11ng. It ~ 'llt'ltlng ls fresh ard enjoyabl e tt cannot be classed es paOdlng, 
.tih:h ts boring Std betnlys tl\ e 11rlter t s lack or invention o.n1 Ideas. I have yet t o find 
any paddt.ng tn C,,arle s Haollton ' s stor i es . 

In the case of a aeries, new r enders had to be catered t or, tind a ai.mary ot pre­
vious event s given. Was e'n!r an author' DON brllUant In wtirklng In a SI..EJll8?')' ot 'lfl.at 
had gone before tn u:h 51 WlobtMJ.!llve and econootcnl riemer? ~rq . surel)' few people 
r ead Charles HO!:lllton with th e Idea ot gott l na t o the end of t.he pl ot , 

~~/tr~=::; ::i~n 'f.~~:; :~:!au~~ ::r::e,,~~u~e~:~1=1:~e=to~ch 
1t sooe seri es were ptb U Sled In book tore . Also t.ho sumarles or prev ious event s coul d 
obvlousl)' be onftt ed. But the greatest Hac llt cri se r ies were so packed ftlth oeat that I 
think fc" could be publi shed In book tom "tthout "1:olesale pM.lllng ffl.l ch Would rot .n the n . 

I agre e with IT. Jenkins that the Lode>r-Ceptnln seri es 'flJilS extre ~ l)' well wri t t en. 
It cont.lined soce nagntftcten t epi sodes . It never appealed greatlY t o roo slri>lY because 
I did not care tar th e theme of the erring alno r. I think that 8ulJ(eiey Is usuall)' 
pronounced •Bulkerleyt' . 

YOU' RE RIGHT, MR. KIRBY 
By E. J. I'evey 

My chief interest in th e hobby i s good old Grey friars, al though my 
.main hobby i s an i ntores t _,in railwaya,_l •. l ook.forw ~ eveg mon!!!.. t o. 
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th e grand old Colle ctors ' Digest, This little l!l8g is a lways velcom 
and the various view expressed and the different features of the mag 
seem almost to hold up a mirror to Life , just as literature does . The 
novelist and the poet express men's thoughts, feeli ngs , joys and sorrows 
and their success in doing this is proba)>ly tbs test of literary great-
noss. 

These thoughts are engendered by that interesting lett er fr an 
Kenneth Kirby of South Africa, quoted in the Juzy llUIIlber. l!r. Kirby 
seys: "Of course Charles Hamilton is the greatest school story writer." 
How right Mr. Kirby is, i ncidenta lly following on the editorial caiments 
in the April number. 

Dickens wrote for adults; Hamil ton for the rising generation . I 
personally am bored stiff 'ly Dickens, and I !l!l inclined, though by no 
means an Orwell fan, to agree vi th Orwell ' s esso,y on Dickens . But hov 
canpletely Orwell misses the point in his other essey in the same 
volume entitled "Boys' Papers" , in his references to the Magnet and Gem. 

How right Mr. Kirby isl Just as Dickens mirrors humanity per­
fectly , however artificial the surroundings , so it is with Charl es 
Hamilton's best work. 

Also in the July number, hostile COIJlllents by one, l!r, Frank 
Shaw, are quoted . Here again, human nature is involved , and as this 
is imperfect even reasonably intelligent people have blind spots, lik es , 
dislik es , prejudices , and convictions , Thus I think that Mr. Shaw is 
guilty of specious though plausible reasoning (in a word, sophistry) in 
thi s article. 

No doubt Frank Richnrds liked writing for money (pots of it) , but 
the plain fact remains that he did a job of work which he in particular 
could do supremely well. No doubt th e stories were p.1blished for the 
coppers of the boy in the street . But this vas not merely a capitalis t 
swindle grinding the faces of th e poor . He was supplying something 
which brought enomou s pleasure to untold thousands, and even more, as 
illustrated by a r ecent talk on radio, his work must have had a power­
ful influ ence for good on character and behaviour . 

* * * * * 
~~ .~;, 1~:s~~ ,";o~~r,' ~~~~!s;;;! ~-;e~:,2,;;.~., 
~ ,~ 9!~!~3
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921, 924, 925, 9.36, 938, 9l,O, 9Li2, 94.3, 9¥ , 9l6 , 951, 965, 967, 988, 996. POP1n..ARS 
183, 1901 510, .385, 162, t65, l,66, 474. Tour s;rlce paid or Uberol exchmges. Volmea 
bought oonta tntng any ot the above Issues. Good ccndlt lon essential . 
DI.le FAYNE, EICElBICJ!. HOlSE, CROvt ROAD, St.RBITaf, StRREr • 
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neettng held 25th Jm e , 1962· 
Jack Bell!leld corn nced hls rtr st t en: as Chairman on a nry pleaaan tn ot e by 

wtleoc tng Hrs . ltla Hacllton Wright , th e niec e or Frank Rte.hards , Olld her hu sband. 
'Ihlrt ti1en l'.!lecibcrs had the pleuure or henr t ng Hrs. Wright reed a nucber ot her ce l ebr a ted 
U'lcl o' s wti;ebltshed poems. The thenes ot these wer e ver, nlcelY varied and run of 
huoour we expl"Ct t ram f'rll'lk Richards . The world l oat a vor,r tine poet fltlen the f8J':X>\1a 
a1thor deci ded to gt ve ht a entire Ute t.o M"ltt ng school atot'les ror boys. An uceedtnJ.y 
ple asant hour was apent tn list ening to It's . Wright and It was oost. appropri ate ,taen t o 
tla%'k 112r apprec ia ti on Too Porte r prcd\le8d a No. t !Yld a No. 2 Negnet tor Hr. 8l1d Hrs. 
wrtght to tnspeot . 'fflere were oth er ttagnets on 't'l ew and a f ew tbdern Boys d i stribut ed 
tor the ,econel J:IOllt h ronn tng. 

Ted Dnvey won s.s.L. (No • .350) 1n a Guess tll e nl.l:lbcr co~ ttt ton ani, the r a t tl e 
1ntrodUeed tor th e ttrst t t ce this year was l'fOll b)' Madge Corbett. 

After the Nfre~t Interval , l'lrs. W'rtght concl uded a vsry fi ne eventng t s enter­
ta.tl'lCl(llt wi th two special Items by Frank Richard s - • Crossword Love• end chapte r two 
tNlD tlagnet No. 1630 .. •s tx on the "'.ags-t. 

It ,cs ntc e to see Noroon Gregory b.lclc again and l'llso George Chathm, but we 
1:1lsa ed John TODll nso n and Ray BeMett, 

HARRY BROSTEJt .. Secretary • 

tteet tng held Ju lz 8th. 

Thls w,u a oost ace llen t ceettn g , .. 1111 tbe larg es t •teoonr.:e we have had t or 
a cons iderable tt ce. We "ere deligh t ed t o hnve F'rank un"l n and Bill Greenwood with us 
anee again at ter their l ong absence , and we l ook f orward to seeing the?:! regul""°l¥ 1n 
tuwre. 

F'ollo•ITli the toroal bus i ness and the Secre tary ' s N port , we resw:Ed our t eac 
gaDe , ftl1ch proved evecy b it ea enjoyabl e aa I nst conth , llilen honOUN were wen]¥ 
divided wltl'I two victor ies to each aide , Thi s tl oe HOl"Cftl Pregnell rs tea, 1'0fl by t.be 
odd gar::e In thre e , the r esul t being In doubt up t o the f inal ques ti on. flunks an due 
t,o Bi ll Wlndaor t or ~ ovtdl ng :JJch m ente rtain ing t est orgeneral knOWle~e. 

New eddltlona t o the llb ral')' w.ere 9:.>00 Jn de.8nd, 1~11.dlng a nut:t>er or books 
k lndlY l oaned tl1' Jack Horgan . Art.er re rremmenta cs:,o Morb.er deba te on a subJect by 
Jack; t h is was D-Jo r~, a controversial 1,sue on bb pet aver s ions tn th e Cc:q,mton 
PSJ)ers. It proved to be an Ideal ce.tte r f er dl scun lon; evel")'tlodY j o lned tn with gust,o , 
and mm, dtrt c.rl~ optnloo were voi ced. OnlY ih e pa.ss.,a:e or tl ce broUght UM talk t o o 
conelust cn, ana we anticipate with pleasure n repe at next oonth. · 

fflere l a a pou t btlley we shal l be honoured W"ttb a Tts tt by tboae two stoonoh 
Hldland Secti on t111dlers , Toe. Port er md Jack Bellf te ld, at our August get--to geU\er J 1t 
they ean cake t he tr ip G1ey ani as sured of a ware wel oom . 

Dau - August 12t.h, 6 p. m. at Bill Wl ndsort s. 
f'RR<l CASE __ ........... , .... N,,. ... _ , ...... ,, ... __ .,_ ,.,_,.,.,, ____ , ...... , ...... ..,.,_ , ... ,_ .. , ...... - ...... ,.,._,, ___ ............. - ......... ,.,,, 
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f1WIX RJOt,Y;t§' §ISTp. 1 ClQT ~ IKlfOU! AT §tJUUfO:! tgIINC . 

ftl t Annual SUrt>tt.on lll"'dtn ~)' • •Una, 11.kenecl bJ Cl'lt: ced>er as t.be •A.Noc..­
gathertn.a ot tb e )'tar, wa, a TIIT M,pp1' tn1 Joll.1 af fa ir. Al&boUCh Che lnoteaent weather 

prevent.eel part. ot tht C1eetlng belng beld ln Ule t>tauc.tf'\11 sarioen at £xcetatar Houae , otr 

ho..C., Erto F81ne, • • to tt that we hDd an gnJa,ablt U m ln UWi • Rae" of the homt or 

Collect ors• Dtceat. 
().r PN.stdrdl t, John Wemhall ., .s pre•n t., and h• was tn great fon,, t.os•tblr wUJl 

Chalroen Don Webater, ln ttel coctn& t.ht Cuen ot th e Dq 1 trs. ffarTJscn, e l ate r of our 

t eteeaed let e PN1td ent F"rtl'\k Rtchard a. · 

Rout!M bu.alntss ~ • qul ckl7 Sld abl7 dealt wl t.b, and tbtrl th e lira • COC!PlnY' 

8dJoumed c.o UM feed 'llllleb we baff all oomt to expec t f roa Erle, Kadsl , 9'd the ledY 

helpers at tbese &S"'den part:J me c.tnga. IJZ!edtatt l.1 te a waa ft n la.htd, ind 1111\lle we sa t 

attn cha.c.c.tna at our re spect ln tab l e,, a draw "3S mde t or ato 1W l 1 , preNn t ld b1 

l1lchael Anthcr,y , tor Ole eeconct ntgbt or ihe new pla, •BNab wtth a 8ody1t at the St. 

Karttnt s 1"eatre , ~ .. The luekY wtmar wu Nllltcent Ltalt . 
Afterwards It wu &r l o lllbo oCl'd.loted Fttt een QJtst t C111, r:>oeim Tou Co, and OUt of 

ttae Baa betaeen two t.tam , l td "specttftlT b7 Don Webster and Roger Jdtns. Ro&er• • 

t ean roq>ed hcaeaar wtmers , an1 ttrs . Harr tscri wu cal l ed upon to Pf'Htnt tb e prises. 

Hrs. Horrtsoo , tn her tum , ..as presen t Od with a lon]J' bouquet •wtth lO'ft t ram UII 

l.c:RSon o .a .B.c .• , the Jr(laent.attoo t>et,w: made M behalf o f th e c lub bJ Jo a le PackJMn, 

Tntl7 it • aa • 1'81'7 bei,py arr1 IDIDOl"$t>U OCCUICl'l, WIU\ f lue Che only ene1:11. All 

too qu l c*lJ' the clock moved to • 1oct ~ , end t t-, tbe comnt tor a u t.o depart. wJth 

th eb,c,pt est aea::r111. This "' did art.e r he81"t1 TOtea or tbanlu io our hoat , E:rlo ra,n , . 

Next oeet tna on aindlV , AU«Us~ at • oNyf'r l ara" Hol.JJ1>wfl Ud e , Woktncru,:i, Berits , 

Hoau - Crl o and Hrs, l..allru\ce, Kindl y Jntoro 1t lniend t,w: t.o be sru ent, 

NHttryz held J!tth Ju )7 1 J962, 

Thi 1:111tl,w oi,ined at 7 PA anC1 ohatmen C.Ort rey Wtldt welcooed anotber aood 
att endanoe. As Oeott po inted out , howtvor, one 1'81'7 fllllll l ar t ace was 1i11a:slng, Ger17 

All laon unf ortunately haTing had a recun-ence or th e tlln eaa .. .. tch la ld hlm l ow laat 

year , Ht hu had a th~ ,pell In ho,plC3.l, but 11 now bODt aaatn and QM.Ing st t ac:Jy 

progress , but It will be aca1 t toe before .-i haw Ute pl eUUN of see tna h.lo at Cbl 

oeetl naa agatn. Cui-ftl'7 best wtahea tor a e<q>lete and spe lkl7 recoftr, 081'T'7, N,ny 

people hsn sen t ht a lettera and get,,.wall OMds, Includ i ng SODlt of the 1wnester1 lllllo 

rec.entl)' j oined 1111.11 with hto owr Frank Nugentl 
.&.t i.er fOM:'.18.1 busine ss h8' been dealt with (tb e Ubrary and t.re~s wcp<rt 

bl tnc In the capebl e hMd.1 or Noll.7 J.111.on), IN had t he ttr 1t ot UMl 'f11 r avourtu 

O\c,t-ert f ea ture , J ack Wood be tn& tbe one i o set Ul.e bal l rolltna . Re begm with tb e 

Clpenln£ ctu1>ter or th e t lr at •t r.:ra Qitrtc.e• storY • f rom th e Ne h on Lee Library - a 
apl endtd pi ece of deacr lpt lve wttlng lflhtch set s th e sc ene t or this a~t •n-t e aerlu . 

A ch$t.er t n:ia ' Tldd:f Les ter •, k '\ooldaY1• c/PI nut , and JDCk O<lflClUOtd wlt.b a few abort 

t J:l.ra:. t , rrcm th e worfla or P .o. Wodebou.N tltllch weN 'f'ery mJCh to to llklng of hla 

audience . 1ben F'nlnk Rencock t.<><* onr •Ith a r eac11111 f l"OCII a RookJIOod ltCl7 wlllch de~ 

crtbed the anti cs or Arthur ~ Lonll at an llletlon - a ti ne pi ec e of hucorou.w 

,rt t lnl: in t he aut horts be::;~ Yc~n. 
We th en adj ournod t u1· : 1it ro s.'Dent 1, aft er "'! ch we bad e Bt.nao ,u, ton , baaed on 

the neau or Greyfrlars cb..'.irac~ ! oondu,t ed by Jar* AlU am. the meitrc aJ.01td ai 
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9.20 p.m. Nexf. meettng - Saturday , 11th Augu,t. 

J.. ware welc.or:ie mn.tt ed member s Mien tbe, sn'tved at ow b<>l!e or Hr. and Mrs. Stan 
Nicholls t<r tbe JUlY neetl ng. Havtna. br aved Ille ool(lest ntgh t or th e year and the jinx 
ot f'rldey th e 1.}th, the oomrortebl e ~ proelleed b)' th ei r host wa.s CllCh epprectoua 
as the UE:dler s gathered aroln:I t he tape r ecorder. 

No.tUNlly e'ler')'one was tmpat tent to hear the greetings rrom our London rrt ends so 
all ord.lnary bus iness wo.a put aside a.a, like ,ch oolboya , raiding the tuckshop , they 
devoured th e treat In st.ere . 

ChalrtlM Syd Sl!Uf,h pro 1'ed an excellent operator and recept i on wo.s acuinglJ cl &M' 
all throUgb. we t elt )'OU were al l In the I'O(lil with us on this happy occasion , Naturall.Y 
each oecber was listenin g ror the voice or the Colk th ey knew lhro~ their l et t ers and 
The r trst hue or the t~ e was punctu at.ed by th e ir exci ted cri es or •That• a Don, good old 
13111 or Ben or &rlc ... he so\Pl s just like his le tters • ••• • er 1 thatts so and so - he wrote 
such and such•. U onJy we could have l"eCQrded our OOllt'a'lts , riade spont aneousl7 wlth 
pl easur e as we ~ogntaed our frtems yout d NallY have been sble to see bow cuch we dtd 
enJo)" havtns the taPe trooi CM.r good friends of the London Cltt>. Thero 'Ml.a !llch a wonderful 
reeling of wan:ith 1n )'Our fri endly greetings we dtdnt t real.11 nel'CI the rooc heate r despite 
th e t etl)erattre dropp ing to I/Jo outs ide. Naturally, ,re l ovocl Brim Ooyleta clotmlng on 
mike • ••• he gavo a SW perfon-.ance llld gnve us a vezy pleasant. surprise Mien he greeted 
us al l by nane. And need I sey ho" wch we enJayed 8111 Lotts tn hta unusual role or 
poet. 

so pl easing to hear t.he l adl es wert well repres ented and we were astOtr'lded ...,,en 
hostes s ttr a . No?Tla tol d us U'lerc ~re 25 nect,ers present sending ua th eir gree ttng a to 
ua . But M didn't doubt her tor one a:::oent Ylhcn we heard fol.A" coi::blncd tareweU , pertr 
lcular ly the very conv tlotne Coo--ee llhlch carie throue.b l oud and clear . 

oie note ot s.amess only - we all ec.hoed Bob Blythe• s regret that oor good rrt ends 
Jos ie Md Len PaciO:lal were tmabl e t o be wtth us vta t ape oo this rxoentous occas ion. 

To coci,l ete thi s pleasurable oocaston we ployed again the t .ipe sent sotie time ego 
by our friends at Mera»cystde l'd'llch was ettn better on this occasion because Ml have oocie 
to know t.heo so nch better 1n th e tntervnl . nien tJed:lers se ttl ed dom to hear the 
Loodon t~e tor the second tl ce , each ooe alert t o hear the oesaages aga in ltl. t ch boo. 
interested tootl cost . Altogether a grmd treat, chaps , and we do thank you one llld al l 
t or the troUble you todl: t o mke th ts posstble . And very soon )'our greet ings "111 be on 
t he tr W8)' to Mel bourne, Brt stxine, Perth and l ater Helt Zealand , 1ult"Jng ywr goodwlll 
ciessnge ~st Dl.l th e collect or& 1 Do"1 Under'. 

Olelrmn S)'d StlYth then mnomced that coptes or c.n. No. 5 11a@:. are avail abl e 
and tl'ult he bas aeclNd a real scoop ( top secre t ) for Issue No. 6 . 1.l'l.t ort una~~lY No. 4 
sold out ccq:,letelY end he wishes to apologise to ill tllose folk ~ o have reques t ed 
back Nos. 'ltllch are unavailable. 

A gl'31d evmlng "as roumed ott by a dellghttul supper sernd by oor l ong sur fer tng 
host es s Mrs. Hlcholla to vtloa we ext end our s tncere thllnks tor CBklng us so welcooe. 

s. P.4.'IE - Secre tary . 

* * * * * 
WANTED: S,0,L ' s 42, 258, Nelson Leo No. 130 (old series) , Your price 
paid plus postage. The adverti ser has soroo S.O .L's , Nelson Lees , G€lllS 
and M.'lgllets for exchange only . 
BRIAN HOLT, BRITI31 Fl'!BASSY I REYKJAVIK, ICELAND. 



"mE !!ARD OOVER Sl:HOOL STCIIY CLASSICS" 
]ly V. J . A. Hubbard 

No, 7, "Schoolbo y Grit " (GWlby Radath) 
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I cannot ani t such a JIOlific and well known bard cover school 
sto ry wri tar as Gunby Hadath from a series of this nature, He vas botore 

tho reading public for vory man;, yoars and vas a man of po.rts fo r he 

begon bis caree r as a schoolmaster and was also a popular l_yrlc wri tar , 

Ho wes an all - round sportsman , being a fine rugge r pla,yer as a young 
man ard pla,ying a prallinont part in Club Cricket . As a cricketer be 

vas good enough to pla.Y for the Varderers and the Gentlecen of Surroy 

and also for the Authors v Actors at Lords along with P.C. Wodehouse . 
I ma,y upset many of bis admirers whon I state that in wy opinion 

Mr, Radatb novor wrote a r eally outstanding school st ory . He certainly 

wrote maey rendnblo nnd cmpstcnt yarns but nover at any time did ho 

approach the stand ard of "'l'bs Bending of a ~· or "!Woo" to talro tvo 
stories previously reviewed in this series . Perhaps ho vss too prolific 
and bad to turn in to o maey pot boilers or be may have found himself 

rest rict ed by the fact that he vas, unlike somo of t he authors I bavo 

alro,id;y roviovod , mainly vriting for arohoolboy public . As a praninent 

wri tar for "The Captain" Mr. Hadath certainly never seecs to have 

abandoned the "realistic" tone laid dovn by the editorial poli cy of 
that paper, and he never vent in for heroics , but scmehov, to the adult 
roader at 81!/f rate , he nover semis enti rel,Y convincing as far as the long 

school story is concerned . With the short story , however , like Richard 

Bird and :,,ossibly 11.yl t on Cleaver and Captain G, A. Hope, he vas far more 

at home, but not alva,ys as a school story writer, ~te the appeal of 

bis amusing "Foozle" yarns . Npbody 1 however, vho. ead such short 
s tories as "Billy the Mug" (a story of Club Cricket ard "The Scarle t 

Paraso l" (a sto ry of County Cricke t), can deey that Gunby Hadath could 
pen a dramatic s tory full of in tense human interest and realillll. I feel 

that it is upon such yarns that bis reputation ns a vriter vill al wa,yn 

rest, 
Having said all this then it would appear a trifle puzzling why 

I mi reviewing a long story by Hadoth in this series. I must confess , 
however, t o having :i soft spot for "Schoolboy Grit" although most Hadath 

fans s.,..,, to consider that bis best yarn was "Sparrow in search of Ex­

pulsion , " 
"Schoolboy Grit" original ly appeared as a serial in "The Captain" 

in April , 19 12, as "Conquering Claybury" , a more suitable title , It 

is a story with what i s nov a rat her well worn thmie - that of the 
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volking cl ass boy sent to a Publi c School on a scholarship, It is 

a pleasant yarn but there are times whan it does not grip the reader 

and it is rather hard t o state wey this is actually so . The author 
does not overdo the snobbery which alvv,ys seems to accoopar,y a story 

of t hi s type al tboui!h there is the uaial convention vhi cb insists on 
J;M" tbe boro's best h'isnd being hiehly connected soci ally and the 
son of a very rich can , A refreshing change t o the usual procedure , 
however, i s that the hero is not presente d as an out and out cockney 

in speech , in print at any rat e , the author stre ss ing the point that 
Tom Strong was only li abl e to betray his origins when excited, 

Yet ones feels that Ta, Strong am hi s imnediate frie nds , Patrick 
Derry and the Butterick Twins, were pri8s , They keep reli81 ousl y to 

the s tr aight and narrow , they never t el l "whoppers" , are real litt le 

George i'ashingtons in fact , Even the bad hats of the yarn - Pringle 
and Brash - are no help, '.Ibey are not even shovn as coopete nt sport s­
oen vhile Pringl e labours under the further di sadvan t age of very un- pre­

poascasing looks - a typical school st ory stock cad, 
Of course , thare are SCID8 good character st udie s but these are 

mainly the adul t persoru,ges , Sir Patrick Derry , Derry ' s fath er , a 
rather t oDBI"' tied Iri sh baronet is the most i nteresting f18ure in 

t.>ie book , while there arc quite belisveable portra its of the Housemaster , 
Kr, Eagle and Mrs, Lascelles , the YO\lll6' oaster who makes the discovery 
that Tao Strong has unusual cri cket abil ity, 

Tho match at Lords between Cleybury and Littleton School is 
probably the bes t part of the book, Here Mr. Hade.t h was on firmer 

gro und and he give s us a first class descri pti on of a big school match , 
The fine stand for the l ast wid<et am Toe ' s brilli ant bovling in 
Littleton ' • second inningn 1'hich wins his side tho match after so maey 

changes of fortune is t ense and exci tin6 and perfectly be lieveable . 
Whet a pi t y that sooo of the other perts of "Schoolboy Grit " are not 
up t o the sac,o h18h standard , 

* * * * * 
YE OLDE CYNIQUE IllN 

Frank Case has been steying at our hostelry, wandering in t he 

nearby l eafy lones , and gazing fr ao th o rusti c brid&e into th e sleepy, 
glittering waters below , This is what Frank wrote in the Visito r's 

Book: 
You can al vv,ys recognize a vell -inf omed man, He holds 
the sace views as yourself. 
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YOURS SINCERELY 

(Interesting item s from the Fditor's Lettel'-Bag) 

ALEX PARSONS (Tranmere): Despite its dated sty l e and what todey seems 
to be a hir .~.rance to the success of MY modern novel, its high moral 
tone, I ra t e .Farrar's "Eric" as one of the most moving aro powerful 
school stories ever written. As I expect you !mow, the l ocations of 
the sto ry were arown King ililliam I s College in the Isle of Man. I 
never saw Scarl et Stack rithout thinking of Russell 1s ordeal , 

CHARLES van Rmm (South Africa): I think Charles Hamilton must have 
been a great r eade r of Thackeray . Have you noticed how many surnames 
and pl ace names peculiar to Hamil tonia occur in the paaes of such 
novels as 11Pendonnis 11? What a pop.tlar feature "Let •s Be Controversial" 
remains! I obse rv e it has been going strong now for over 5 years , 
Coul d you use your persuasive powers atrl get Roger Jenkins to give us 
more of his "Do You Ranember?" shorts? 

J . A. ilARK (Dunoon): The first Magnet I r ead was cal l ed "The Fellow 
Who Funked" am was about Frenk Nugent I s supposed a ttack of cowardice . 
He was cleared , of course, but I think if the wri ters who condemn Nugent 
could read this yarn they would not have such a poor opinion of him . 
After all , did not Frank Richards say t hat the charac t er of Nugent was 
based on himself? 

TOM SATCHELL (London): In the Autobiography of Frank Richards, he 
mentions a period of tile first wor ld war, and s ees on t o say t hat Tom 
Merry am Co were concerned in an incident with a Gennan zeppelin , 

If 11\Y mel!lory serves mo right, I can remember i t was a Greyfriars 
story and the yarn was entitled "Carried Away". Could you verify this? 

RONALD NICHOLIB (ilhitchurch): Could we have an article sanetime about 
"Little Fol.ks", which was published by Csssell ' s in the 1920 1s. I 
possess two Annual s of the above , and often look at them. 

TOM LANGLEY (Bi.mill!lh81!1): I feel I must write to you re th e article by 
Tom Hopperton. He is a first-class writer and his articl e alone made 
the July C.D. worth t he money. Can wo have more of Tom, pl ease? ....... -....... --·"' ""'"""'"'"'''""""'_ .................... _ ....................... -.-.... -.............................. -....... -,., ................................ " ,_ .... _, ..... .. 
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(Another article by Mr, 
Hopperton will appear very 
soon . - ED. ) 

~ (London): I normally 
only read the adverts and 
Hamil t oniana in C .D. , but this 
month I glanced at "Mr. 
Buddle I s Hair Shirt" and vi thin 
a few lines the writing can­
pelled me to go t o the end, I 
greatly enjoyed it , 

(But , si r ! What a lot of tiir 
top read1J'€ matter you are 
mss ing every month! - ED, ) 

RAY HOPKINS (lli8h Wycombe): 
That little Denny certainly 
throws out some fascinating 
tit -bits, I was interested to 
read that Horace Phillips, in 
1912, was writing under his 
own name, .lnd in 1921 or there ­
abouts he began the saga of 
Morcove, It is th ought­
provoking to wonder wl\Y he 
switch ed from boys • stories to 
the long series about the school 
on the Dovon ooast , Or per ­
haps it was Cornwall , though 
I see:n to recall one bad to 
change at Exeter for Morcove, 
Ho must have been a versatile 
writer to be able to vri t e for 
bot h boys and girls , 

ROSFl'lARY AND JOHNNIE LYNE (Finchley) : Grown- ups miss the point, We 

acknowledge Nugent' s good qualities , but feel a little of the devil 

and less "Lord Fauntleroy" will make hil:I more attracti ve , We wrote 

this to Mr, Richards , and be agreed to build Nugent into his real 

strong fome r self , Nugent J!.'.!!!. depicted as a strong footballer in 
"llugent Minor" . ... ~rodith is .. ,our favourite now. ____ .,. ___ , ................ 
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(Meredith tells us he feels very deeply honoured . !li8 own 
favourite is Little Lord Fauntleroy, he sa,ys, but ve don' t 
think he's altogether truthful. - ED.) 

STAll KNIGHr (Cheltenham): Congratulations on another excellent number. 
What a pleasant surprise to have an enlarged number again . '!be cover 
is indeed a 10 nderful sketch by Macdonald - you oan almost bear the 
rippling of the water and the rustl.1Jlg of the breeze. I wonder what 
dreams of the future are being thoul!l>t up by the boy gazing into the 
mystic waters. Is he thinking of 50 years on - as ve often think of 
50 years bade? 

The jewels inside the casket are just as good, too . "Mr. luidle's 
Hair Shirt" vas just the thing for a holida,y mmiber. 

1-gl HOPPm'roll (Scarborough): It is correct that Mr. llacilton named 
l!mest Brindle as the first sub author, and not only to Herbert 
Leckenby. He was certainly wrong in the order of priority, and as 
long ago as 1951 Mr. Down stated that Brindle was .lle1 among the subs . 
This leaves ""' wondering if Mr. Lofts has found some other evidence , 
or i f he is relying on Mr. Hamilton's stat .... nt and is unawsre of the 
more reliable Editor ' s denial. 

ART!ltJR CARBIN (Rugby): A fine Sumer llumber of C.D. What a beau.tiflll 
cowr . A typical &,glish scene often described by Frank Richards , and 
brought to the '1':fe by the master R. J. Macdonald. The covers of C.D. 
in recant months have been unsurpassed any time. 

I am hoping that Mrs. Story has her tales of St . Frank ' s 
p,blis"6d. I t will be grand to see new stories of the c!nml of that 
fllllous school . 

JACK MURTAGH (New Zealand): A splendid July number of C.D. and the 
cover is the wry best of all the 187 so far printed ld. th exception 
perhaps of the Febru,ary issue. 

V, HOVARD MW (London): Heartiest congratulations on C.D. It seems 
to get better every month. 

MLSS llj'l'lE PATE (Australia): "Danny's Diary" had me gurgl.1Jlg in the 
train this morning. ~ fallow passengers thoul!l>t I I d escaped my 
keepers. I adored Danny' s "red livers• . I'll JlEIVBr be able to look 
at a royal procession again vi thout remembering this choice little 
trsaaure vi th a chortle. 

MISS RIClll!AL CROMJ'l'ON (Chislehurst) : The Sumer N1m1berct' Collectors' __ ___ , _______ _ ___ ,,_,.._H __ ,_ .. ,,, ..... _ 



~at is delightful, Congratulations on "llr , Buddle' • Hair Shirt" 

which I r OWld cost lll:llSing . 

WALTER FLIIIING (Chingford) : '!'be ~st improves with wery issue , 

Congratulati ons on "!Ir, a.ddle's Hair Shirt", !lore ple ase ) I fi.nd 

Daruzy1s Diary most interesting, so hope it will have a l ong run. Vas 

most intereated to read in June C,D, that Ross Voods baa writt en a 

St, Frank ' s s t ory. I hope it will soon be published, 

* * * * * * * 

BRUSH WITH A BODY 
Collectors • Digest ~der , Maurice McLoughl in , is vell-known as 

the vriter of the Billy &nte r stage pla,ya, His l<ltest play, BRUSH 

ilITll A BODY, opened nt the St , llartin ' s Theatre, London, on July 19tll, 

It is described as a comedy- thriller . In f'act it contains oo 

thrill s , but it bubbles with joyous COilled,Y f rom the ri se of' the cur­

tain till the finiah , An Irish sveep finds a body in a chimney, a.nd 

thenceforth tries a apot of' blackmail on the owner of the chimney. 

It is all great fun . 
Hr . McLougblin is well served by a firs t-ra te cast headed by 

lhry Kerral l, Jack Vntling , Bernadette Milnes, Gladys Hen3on, a.nd 

Pntrick llcAlinney , 
One or tvo critics hsve described BRUm! ill'!!! A BODY as an old ­

fashioned pley , Probably it is, f'or there is oo sex perv ersio n, no 

bad languaee, It ' s all clean as a nev pin, and it provides ru, even­

ing of sheer fun and enjoyment . No belly laughe, but one long 

chuckle , Take the whole family and enjoy yourselves , 

!'.4!!m.: Union Jacks . Yesr 1917: Nos. 691, 693, 695, 702 - 4; 711; 

717; 721; 725; 727; 732; 733; 736; 740. Year 1919: ooo, 820. Year 

1920, 851-8';6; 8'j8 ; 861-863; 865; 870; f!/2; f!/4; f!17; 005. 

l'lrs. J , Paclannn, 27, Archdale Road, Ecst Mvich , London, S.E,22, 

~: Bound vol, of B.O.P. f'or early 1936. 5/- plus postage . 

S.A.E, first , please . Vrite Eri c Po,yne. 


