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·cmn;s IN COUNCIL . 

GD!'TCHER1 EDl 
11\lher e did you get a ll that business about sun-dre nched beaches? 

You must have been readin g a Hamilton holiday series . It was the only 
fla w in the September number." 

So vrote a northern reader. Alas fo r heavy irony ! In fu ture your 
edito r von ' t try t o be funny. 

A LOST ART? 

Reading t his mont h ' s funny ' s Diary, I was impr essed by Danny' s 
enthusiasm for the paper FUCK. I wondered, in fact , vhether th e paper 
deserved such praise, ~r whether his ent husiaam va s merely the na tural 
exuberan c·e cf immaturity in an age which la cked so mny of the marvels 
of t he wcrld in . which we live todey, 

I managed t o obtain a copy of Puck of roughly the same vin tage 
as that exto lled by Danny. I was greatly impressed by t he colour , the 
illustrati ons, and the veal t h of fir st- cl ass r eading c-.atter for child ­
ren, A feas t of enj oyment, in the best cf taste, for al l youngsters , 
·-- I asked the .,2l'ini on of •. a man on t he .staff of one of . our gre at -·· 
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weekly illustrated magazines . He said: "It would be impossib l e to 

produce a paper like that today!• 
"You mean," I queried , "that it would coat t oo much to produce? 

That thare would be no market f or 1 t?" 
"I mean," he replied t ersely , "that it cruldn ' t be done! It's 

a lost art !" 
It makes you think ! 

TilE PEDRO STORY 

Histcry is made this mcnth in the SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY. Pedro , 

the famous blo~ound, has come beck in No. 50'7, entit l ed "KILLER PACK.' 

It ia an issu e which most Digest readers will wish to includ e amone 

t heir t reasures , If you do not have a s tanding order for S. B.L, , your 

newsagent will get you a copy within a cley or twc. 
It i s a fast-m ovin g, excitin g , well -writ t en s t ory which should 

please all l overs of detective drama. But KILLER PACK will be ju:lged 

by our readers , not so much on it s quality as a story , as on th e canner 

that the return of t he grand blcodhound has been handl ed , We hope th a t 

readers will write in to us and let us have the ir views . lie shall hope 

to publish a selection c,f readers • views in an early issue of the 

Digest . 
If any overseas read er finds difficulty in obtaining the story , 

we shall be happy to send it out frem t h:.s office . The S. B.L. oos ts 

only one shilling , 

THE J962 ANNUAL 

We promised l as t month to l et you !mow of further treas ur es which 

you will find in our immense Year Bock t o be publi shed in December. 

BRIAN IX>YLE follows up his gre at work on CllUMl last year vi th a splen­

did detailed contri bution entitled "Through t he Years with the Boy' s 

Own Paper , " It is a grest treat for all who knOli one of the most 

famous boys ' magazines in t he world , And who doesn't? 

l!CSS STORY has contri buted a warm and completely deligh t ful 

arti cle ent itled "The Magic of Brooks. " I t will be unal l oyed joy fo r 

a ll St , Frank ' s fan s - and for everyo ne who lov es a charming , well ­

wri ttan article . 

SPECIAL BIRTHDAY 

P, G, Wodehouse , President of the Nort hern Section , will be 81 

a, October 15th , We wish this vet eran au t hor , who has delighted us 

vi th his school stories and ot her books, very many happy returns of 

t he ds , THE EDIT011.,_, _ 
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HAMILTONIANA 
RETURN TO RO§E LAW N 

By Roger M1 Jenk.J!ll.. 

•t cUstlnctl.Y remutier your vl s l t r.o Hr. Hamilton some years ago,• ftnlte Hiss Hood, 
just berore 1 aecoq,an1ed John Wentlam en another v i s it t o that well..iremembertd hous e In 
Percy Avenue. Ktngsgat e ls sCCl8'fflat apart fl"'OGI Broadstalrs , clld reall7 cons i st s or two 
long parall el avenues, each s l cpti.ggently doNl to the -,ea. Perey Avenue conta ins houses 

or variou s period s &11 lnt&­
m1ngl ed: aome li ke •Roae LPn• 
were built before th e tl r st 
World War; others N'lt up be­
tween the "ar s , S'ld some are 
al.meat new. 

As all coll ect.ors know, 
bt t on the first World war , 
Cllarles Ha111llton lived somethi ng 
or a peripatetic exi stenc e all 
OYer Wts tern Europe. When he 
returned to F.ngl and on the out,,. 
break or war, he land ed at 
Hastings and SO,ent the n i ght et 
HaMtc.lnge, a vtl l age lltltG.h waa 
th e haae ot Hiss Hooe1: t.hla 
was his ftrg ccnuct with tl!.e 
ladf "1o W'&S to lode alter h Im 
so devotedly tor nearty halt 
a century. He bought a bungalow 
and. Uved at HaNClnge, and used 
to return mere at ttmea even 
alter he remcved to Klngsga t e. 
Collectors will recal l &mr.er• s 
ataJ at a holtdq bungalow near 
Hastings In the Slledle7 ser Jes. 

• Rose LaNi• was purchued 
1n 1925, .and was Cbarles Rmtl­
t.ont s prtnctpol hoCle tree that 
ti.me onwards. H Is travels were 
over b)' t.hls tlJDe, and t wo tl"lp s 
a week. to his publishe r s Jn 
London were hi s cnty out-trw,. 
J. bUsY author oould not neglect 
hts ,a1c, eTen 1ltlert he had guests 
sta, tng wt th hill, and 1n order 
to aocomodate trtend.s 8f'C1 re l-

~-·~~~·-·"·~·~·-~~r~:_r~ .~!:_!Nl!t M~·--·~-······~- ······~ ~!:e"!~~!:',~h:
1
~t 
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a bun&alow opposl ti a :rear or ao lat.- . Tet he wu noc. a coq, lete NOluae: be did 

ent.ertatn hi s au11t a bet ween periods of wr1tl na and he tl ttea ti! the wes t ern part or b t a 

lcolge wtUl a .un aln ao tbat bb niece could aet pl ays ln the lcme e. The at.eat dOor wu 

late blocked \41 by tbe f ath tr or the prusit Lcrd Pr l,y Seal . cti.rlu Hamllton was al.o 

Ill aaattur cln t photcgrapher , and t.MN an 1Eim tllm ot blm t lt and hl a cu.eat,: "' _... 

~own the ctne-camera wtiti a tlla that had hen tn It .stnce 1935, a date l'tllcfJ lllllrk.t tM: 

conoluston ot hh OM! rt lmtnc actl l' lt lH , ttlou.&h he did poaaea, a an ent copy or the 

Path.e ln t.eru t rtlll "11ch wu taken ln 19~. l wtll re.a:btr maktnc a pll&r1-c • to a 

HUsQll H Ill e 1neae. and at tc.lnc dlrouct, lb.Ne bcurs or tedium Ju.st to Ht <harlH Hamllton 

tor two er Ulrtt 1tm.tes. 
4 omber of collect.era 1111St han Tl alt,ld rh4I lounge at •Rose ~ . Tbt.Y will 

rmed>er that Jt aeua t.o be tn two part1 , tb t eat ern end havtna a terse wi ndow Ind being 

turntahtd wli.h GIUk, &:rfllCPbOnt a pl.no (ooq,let e wl\b aa.alc or operu wttb Latin word) , 

lllbtle tbt weatt:m end hu thNt 
s:all otroular wlndotfs ltk t 
port,,,,,bolta Cltted with opaqu e 
coloured &lass. At this end are 
th e e.aSJ cbatrs , Htt ee , bOOk­
tbel• u and tlrtplac• , and u. wu 
a ,ec l udld spot for C\arl H H.,.. 
H t.on to 1lt tn, eonta1nln& 
nu:Mll'OUI lJght f ittings and 
flexibl e rea cllnc lll!l)s . In bl1 
l ater Ytart hJs al&ht wu IO 
bad tha t ht pNfln'td artlt l OlaJ 
light to daylight. 

At th e back cit the hcuat 
ls a dining-roo m (with CXIN 
bcok• "1t lns ) ~ trench -
l ead lnc cut to a pl eaaant 1ar­
den . Ht and Mias Hood oCten 
used to do a llttl t aaroentnc 
t.oaether , end <2'larlta Haallton•a 
maln lnttre.st.s N rt waterlrc and 
ltghtlnc bonttrea • "'° or 
?11mblt ' • main occui,atlons at 
CNyCrlar s , It woUld seem. 

Upata lrs a.rt t our main 
l"OOCS. Charles Hamllton' 1 ~ 
rocm "31 a small , 1la::pl,y ri.nr 
l ahed room In th e ta.,ont or the 
hcu3e with d ivan bed and or 
course a bedsid e table and 
reading l • · Tbt rooa or 
gren t tal lnter e, t tn the hou.l t 
la hi s den , up1talr 1 at the back. 
Ours was onlY the second vt , tt 
eYer cadt by "Yl1ltar1 ~ tht1 
particular rcC1a1, tor It wu 
j eal oual,y &uarded In the author ' s 
llftt Jat, and NJU HOOd WU 
allowt:ld In , on auf ttrance , tor 
«117 a nry brief dusting and 
oleanlna . In th is room MN 
mcst or hb at ortu wrttt en 

.A. com er of tb e fMIOUI 'aath or' • lowa&e , sh ~ lnl bl~:1 
t.n,nrtter , tobacco Jar, ptpe, and a select.ton of 

h la atortts. .. ·--·--·- .... --,N· .. -·-... -, .... , ............ -...... .-.1.. 
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trom 1925 mwards; Ute asslduou.s coll ect.or will note tha t the goldll\ age or the Hegnet 
has Jts ort1 tns tn th is ltent.tsh retrtat . 

on the l eft or t.lle wtndO'l'f, b)' th e Ureslde , ts another cabin et graaophone and small 
ar,;chal r . By the wtnoow st.ands a low t.at>le wi th th e old--taah loned t,ype,r t ter on tt , am 
a nry low s t.ool with a o.uatilon coostltuted his c,nl)' rep ose cllrtng thts per iod or intense 
oreatlve ,r t tlng . To th e rl&tlt or the window, thi lone wall opposite t.be door ls nothing 
but bo<lk:bel ns , end ln trcnt or them 1s anot.ber dellk, a hl gber one, w1121 SlOUler old 
typewr i ter. f'he only modem touch l s a metal ttltng-cabtnet , bUt It does oot conta in 
notes abCllt, h i s characte r s and saioo l - It l s lust a stat1Mef'7 s tore, tor a Ter'f metl'K)doo 
teal person. A SIW.lcr bookcase lin es the recatnln& well . 

The books tn the den are Intensely 1ntenst 11".. ftlere are ot course , dlotlonar lea 
ft,l'ld wonts i>f re ren:nce , a few Lat In autbors that see11ed to have strayed troa the l ounge, 

,nd on the right are all fll.e Bmter' boob . BUt the ta.sclnatlng bodes art Werts en foreign 
travel - °' tna md Calltornla being two ot great atgnttleance - and school stor i es by 
other aiUlOt"s ln OOltton., published b&tween the two wars , Here oan be eeen .lleo Wa~h , 
p

0 
C. Wodehouu • Desmoni C-Oke , Rudyard Klpllng , K. A, Vaehell , Hue.h Wal.pol e , Talbot 

Batnea Reed and G0 r . Bradley , to name a rew. All had been read, and pare:a which had 
per tlcu l s-lS lnteNsted °'arles Haallton wer-e marked tn penctl . It la clear that hla 
st , r tes owe 1.oth l,_ to those authors ( except pertisps Hr. QJ.elcb' a retusal to l eave c;rey­
tri ars tlloo dlsnlssed b)' ttr. Brsnc!er, .,,.,,lcb bears a clcse reslllll:llMCe to a akl tl ar 1nct ­
dent tn Broolqts 11.anchester Tradi ti on') , but i t ls also lnteres t l.ng to not e that ht was 
not one11are ct 'Jltl.8.t. his r ivals had to ott er. 

In a cupboard ln t.bla n:iom C8D be tcll'ld Charles Ram1lt«1ts ON'l coUec t l•n - but It 
t s tn a state to Mke collectors wep. Hiss Hood sa id that CJ\arles Ramllt.on never wcttJed 
about possessions , and ot couree he wou.ld not tre aSJN hi s Ot1n 1'CJ"k.s u a co llecto r would. 
ni.e Hag:n,lt.l Bl'ld Gems are all opened at the begl Mlng ot th!! atcry ( often the ct>nrs have 
been tern ott) and are rou&hlY t i ed tn ,ertes by me~ or strt~ . nie SlhoolbOf ' a Orrlns 
are tn aueh better ecodltlon, and It Is Interesting to not.e t h.at he h(ld a cop)' or •s1hool 
Olld Sport•, a lKll'k. be t.hcroughJy detested , but eerta ln)Jt It was not oondlUled unread . Tbe 
Hag.nets are nearlY all ot the gol den aa• .. between Noa:. 1000 end 1300. '!blN are a t ew 
red Kognet s lfld blue cem, but , apan trom th ese, the onJy other cem are the new stor laa 
or 1939. The Scboolb071 1 Oms till some ct the gaps ln the oolltct l oo or Hagnets lfld 
Gec.1, end th.&N ere some Rto Kid st<:irJta ln the IDOnthlY Boys• rrtends , but not a trace ot 
R.ootwood, except tn acoe HolJdiv Amuala. It 11, quite el ear}y , a very select ive assort­
ment ot bls best wort, end I wa., pt eued to see th.et ft seemed to contl ni SOM or the 
juctgeaents I had ventured t.o make tn c.D. Annuals fn the past . 

ttts s Hood allowed us to pa two vts t ts , md on Ole second occa.alon John Wemh1111 
tock a prof ess ional photographer aa well a., t8k1~ soine photographs ot his <Mn 1 "11l st I 
W3,S t l lmln& ootslde . Hiss Hood Is e leari, deTOted to th e Dlel0f1 ct her rormer 0111>lo1er , 
and not.bing 1'al too D.lch troubl e tor her during out v lstts: we were allOtted to t um Ole 
Mel e plac.t tnstd e out rar the purl)OSes ct photograpby. We eou.ld not help t eel ln8 as we 
drove IJIJffC/ that ,h e "81 a little lClleJy and forl orn 1n tho.t quie t hcUN ot memr les. 

f~~:::f;':~t=• e.:t!°:8:.t!~s :;1~~~:!r~1,~urt~~ o~~ 
tttClfs a oomer ot rrant Rtabardst la\a'lge, well-«nown to vl sJtors at Rose LWI. 

Jehl WernhS.m t a 00U ect1na aaterlal with the a tm tn vll!'III' or st3Z"tln& a Olarles 
Ha.milt.on f'llaetm ln 11atdstone , kent, The proj ect has re ce ived a good deal or ptmllctt,J. 
flle Evening Standard cSTled a l&nitbr res>Ol't on th e mt ~r. am this repo~ waa copied 
b.y sttnr al other nat1on41. papers , Md also appeared tn newspec,era overseu . Hr. Wel'Mam 
was aue to appear on telnts l on on rrtda.Y, t ht.h Sept ember, to expl ain hta plan, end he 
s, also eipeet ed to teature ln the Light radi o progra:ma very Mort)Jt . He appeals to Sl1-
one ,no has 8f'l1thlng concerning Charl es Hunton fflleh mJght be u,e tul 1n th e D.lfl\lD to 
&ind t t to h lo. Hts addreu ts JO Tonbridge Road, Haldst.one, JCeni. ,.,,._. ___ ,,._ , 
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Down the years, Charl es Hamilton explored almost every possi bl e 
fadet of the school yam for boys ; every conceiva ble mood of the 
schoolboy in fictio n . I t has been suggested that he repeated himself . 
So he did , The surpri s i ng thing is that he repeated himself so little, 

High in favour wit h most reade rs would be his suspense stories , 
Qile could, perhaps, call t hee mystery stories, tho ugh t her e was not 
much mystery for the reader . We may wonder that he never gave us a real 
mystery story - a mystery that was not explained till t he end of the 
series , after the s t yl e of Agat ha Christie , A tale of this ty pe would 
have been easy for Charl es Hamilton, f or he had his network of charac t­
ers all re ady , over which t u spread t he threads cf th e myste ry, It can 
only be assumed that t he id ea never occurred t o him, which was a pi ty , 

The Hamilton suspense s t ori es f ell into a pat t ern . As a rul e 
the reade r was given th e key of the mystery quite early , when a new­
comer was introduc ed into t he tal e , Captain Mell ish arrived fo r t he 
Mysterious "X" st orie s ; we learned in the Courtfiel d Cracksman series 
that t he Head had a new chauffeur named Barnes; in the Rookwood kid­
napping se ri es a sinister 11ol d boy11 arrived under the name of Lagden; 
in the St. Jim ' s kidnapping series a jovia l mill er put in an appea ranc e 
in th e mill on the moor; in t he Mr. Lamb seri es a new art mast er 
arri ved at Gr eyfri ars, We had the inf allibl e pointer , 

Such was the pa tt ern of the Hamilton mysteries , There was method 
in such madness, The r eader was al l owed t o smell a ra t, but nobody in 
the st ory suspected the criminal for a t ime, The author threw out a 
few red herrings which never dece ived the r eader , and were never in­
tended to , The re ader, like Mr. Buddl e in our 1960 Annual s tory , f elt 
cl ever, and he was compelled to go on bu.yi.ng the paper t o see wheth er 
he was rea ll y as c l ever as he thought , At the end , the reade r could 
say with sa ti s faction: "I told you so !" 

Crime, of course, played its part in many of Charl es Hamil t on ' s 
greatest se r i es - rob bery, blackmail, kidnapping, arson , even murder, 

Part i cularly in earli er times, Charles Hdmilt on had a real gift 
for the eeri e , a quality which was rather l os t in th e lo nger series of 
l ater years . Tm classic of the ro bbery s t ori es , and t o some extent , 
of t heeeri e , was t he Gem's Myst er ious "X" sto ri es . It i s doubtful 
whet her it was ever surpa ssed of its type, t hough t he Courtful Crscks­
man se ri es was a greater lit era ry achievemen t . In the Magnet' s "Hidden 
Horror" of t he same period as "X" we saw t he same gi.f't of eerie atmos-

.Pll!ii:~ ••••• , ... _, _____ , •• - ·-·-· ·-·-· ···· - - -·-·--·· "··--·······-··-··-···" 
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Of the kidnapp ing s tories , the Gem' s 'IJ,\ystery of the Painte d 
Room11 was another cl ass i c of it s typo . Read today , when the basic 
theme h'as been repeated on several occas i ons, this old s tory s till ra­
tains much of its eerie ll'.8gic. 

Another sto ry "llobody's Stuly " has liv ed in the memory of count­
l ess readers , not because it was a part i cularly good story , but because 
of th e weird , eeri e atmosphere which the aut hor managed to implant in 
too tale . 

It does , in fac t , take genius to put atmosphere into a s t ory in 
this wey. Pl enty of an thol ogies of horror s t cr ies are published todey -
s t ories in ten ded to give one the creeps when r ead l ate at nigh t, But 
most of th ese horro r s t ori es are horrifyin g simply because they ar e 
horr ible. Ther e i s a vast diff erec ce te tveen s t or ies which give one a 
spine- chi ll ing t ensio n and t hose which, thro\l8h sadism or di s t or ted 
imagination , give one a sense of revulsi on. 

I recall one remarkabl e s t ory in t he Sexto n Blake Library which 
was calcula ted t o give one t he jitters if read l ate at night er by a 
reader who was alone in the house. This was "The Livin g Shadow" by 
Pierre Quiroule . For eeriness it knocks spots of f any so- called horro r 
story ever written. Any author can horr ify by horrible episodes , but 
it takes a write r of unusual ability t o give hi s r ender the jumps, 
start in g at every sound, am l ooking now and t hen over his shoulder . 
Pierre Quiroule had that gift , and he alsc told a f ine s t ory . 

Murder was not to tal1<, absent fro m the Nagnet stor i es , though i t 
was very rare. My friend and coll eague , Roger Jenkins , is of th e 
opini on that the Rsvenspur Grange series was totally out of place in 
the Magnet . I cannot agree with thi s view, for I enjoyed th e serie s so 
much when it was first published , and have equally enjoyed ra-reading 
it may times s in ce . It had no light rel i ef, But the brooding , 
sinis ter atmosphere was writt en in t o the sto ries in a wey t hat makes 
Ravenspur Gral'l8'13 menorable. 

Violen ce played it s ignobl e 18r t in many of t.he gre at foreign 
travel series . The most bl ood thi r sty of t he lot was the China series 
which was th e gre at es t of the l ot . I f violen ce end murder had caused 
a series to be thrown out of the Magnet we should have l ost Charles 
Hamilton' s greates t travel opus . In this seri es , once allllin , t he 
author proved himself the m ater of at mosphere, 

As the years Pl SSed aft er Rsvenspur Grange and the China series, 
the golden . gift of a ttaining at mosphere rare:cy peeped through. One 
saw it agai n bri e fly in the Turret Room sequences of the Bertie Vemon 
seri es , which tho\l8h it i s not a seri es I oared for a lot, bed i t s 
moments. It ~j us t i&...1!8.int , of view! What' s yours? ____ ,, __ •• , __ 
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N9, 59, §f.C'® fO NCfilr 

tfE!':rtf,f~t ~!r~ e~:1.:!nn~ ~ =~:: ~~ ~!r!~~ l~~s~\!!~:!aH~t~ ~ 
particular t lt:'11 When "' •re young. Fer lnstanee , I have never read tbe Lancaster aeri es , 
anc1 I wonder tt I would think tbeae bet t er than the Talbot sertts since the latter wer e 
pUbltshed ·In •cri period, and the tonner 11t1re ioo la t e to cap ture the boy , Cert ainty I 
have always considered •The Houaemuter t s Hoi:ecocatna-to be th e best thtng tha t N.arttn 
Cllttord ever dtd , a')(I I ,ras tnt.rlgued to ttnd Ulat Hart in CUt tord was or the same 
c,ptntoo, The atmosphere ot that story wa.s aid ls quit e Wl:lnder tul; th e nturnlng hero, 
the crt cket Uel d and th e lonel.)' bof , 

~. tty FUnlt and Waenall ' a Dict ionary prov ides sever al detlnltton, or I.he word 
.--.-L:c>~The second one reads •Hot eoq:1lu or OOnt>ll eatffl .• I d id not know 1n uactl.y 
what Q81'1ner E.B.r . thought ot O\arles Rm tlt on• a styl e as •Hore sl.ciile•, but 'flhen I used 
th e It em th e second Funk Wangalll a meantna is the ooe I assumed to be meant, 

The Penttl ow CN!)'trtara end St, J1o 1 s stories ban not been tnolu:led ln r::, rec.d ing 

!~ ~~~:; ~~ ~ ~~e~:1
: .. ~: r.: 1~~:ngp!~::a"~N~:td~e~~n~o~t!: 

a.s easy writ ing a.t did Hr. Haatl ton? I seem t o reriember lt being: stated th at a s tory 
Yl'l.ldl the a.ithor tind s hard to write will not r ead eaaU.y , Ntdlt not yout.htul reader s 
have found th e J .N.P. sto r ies less easy to read thffl c .H. ato rt ea? Tbe latter be ing 
writ ten In a •c:iore atq> le' dt,yl e- In t.he f'. & W• s second meani ng? Leas COCl)lex er co1:1>ll­
oatec1? 

~~: 1~~,J:~:1!:f~1! ;~o~:-:. :: !:\~ :[ t!;h:~ O:~~~!;/:;ters, 
then thei r recark s are meaningle ss as well as stup td . All &1thcr1 an ,uctged by their 
best 1'0l"k:s • nen Dickens , Nalihm:2, and Wodehouse N'ote sooa poor stut t, 

lt snyone can &lve me Ille aaoe or a achoo1 st(IZ'y to equa l the tt rst HalT)' 11.\iarton• s 
Dotl'lfall ser ies J would be delighted to react tt . lkltll then , t bta aer i e., al one cakes 
Frank Richards •s econd to None. • 

~W! ~ · or~i =~~8i':~tz~~~~ ~ ~e~n,,; ~::~ ~ t o None.• Frank Rtdlard1 wa., 

BOB WHitlll. I 8Q sure you are r ight ttien you speak or many cr-tttca beln& restrained tra:i, 
wilnformd and ott en sp it ef ul rel:lal'ks M'lll e Fralic 11118 altn. He put t.hem ,rell aM &.rul1' 
ln their places. To ae , he was, t a, and always will be the supreme sehoOl st-Ory writ er . 
I havent t read all th e authors you Ust , but ciost character s ln school stc.rles are colour­
l ess . F'rank Richards • dlaracters rtall )' came alive . As tor the per son who spoke ot f'rank 
having a • oore stl:J)lt atyle• - has he ever t r i ed to writ e t n a •sti:ii,l e styl e• I wonder, 
I neTer had th e reellng that Frank took i:ie tor m1 ldlot Md had to go all rowi d th e e111-
bel"t")' bu.!tl to explain every sequence for me. 

BIµ. RIIIBARD. I see that I come under the l ash ln'l..et • s Be Contl'onr,tal• No, 59. How 
you Hal!lllton enthus i asts do brlstl e .tlen your ldOl 11 crt t tclaed , as you think , In a117 
wa,yl You he.ve ei t her mtsconatnied r:r, reoark:s ln sane way - or am I being butchered t o 
makt a RoCllln Ho I td8)'1 

I have never h tdden c:, a<Dlr atton tor C.H.• s wort:. He wrote , bowenr , hlmdred a ot 
pot.-tlollers , and the mJCDer or his Nall.Y cutst andlng stor lu wu Sl!lftll ec:q:,ared t o hla 
t ot al outpui . The Ust I gave In ttt la tt er and which you reproducec1 In No, 59 Is , I idn lt , 
r aUler s:ian , but th at Yfas because or lade or space, and I t;1c)Uded malnJ.y Gem sto r ies ..... _ ...... _. .. _, .......................... ~ .......................... _.,. __ , ................................ ____ , ..... ,_,, ........ ,_ ........................... , ............ ,, ..... , .. 
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because tha t was iey favourite HaQllton paper . I 11a NOT sua.gestlng that thi onlJ' out -
stand i ng school stortes In the Ce:i appeared betweEI\ 1911rl 9l8 and tbat noth lng wtstandlng 
appeared ln th e Ha.gnet aft.er ear l,y 1925. I will Include ln ff11 llst , tr you llk e . tb e 
Loder C..,tn lney ser i es , t he Lancaster series 8'ld the Viet.or Cle eve aeries , l!fld, ot course , 
there are others. But not the Bunter Court sert es; the l<it!lt tles Circus ~tes , tbe 
Wharton Lodge aer ies , or tile Cblna ser ies, tor they were net school stcrtes. I m t17ln1 
t ci coai,art the outstand ing IChool ser ies ot c. ~. 'with t:hou or oth&r writ ers. C.R. oomea 
out or sud\ a call)or laon extrei:iel7 well , and you wtll agree It Is onl.Y tatr that be ilu:luld 
be represcnt.ed by what 1s tb OU&ht to be ht s beat nork, 

t ban read at leaar. one aeries fl"Ol:l nery year that t he Gee and ttaenot "8N putr 
llsh ed. I have al9!0 been a. r eader ot both c.o. 8ld tl:5 a . P.C, tor over t en years . l'\' 
kncwledge or C,Hta work, therefore , ts hardlY quite as oonteq>ttble a.s you ra th er ae• t.o 
lndt c.ate . 

[RIC FAM addr. Wlum Ho. 59 Waa written l cwld hardlY know taat Nr. Hubbard DE:ant. I 

:~/:e~:~!s~a:1i~ ~t!1e-0~\/~o!!: !\~~~~~ r:f~e°u~~t:;~ 
Q'l•1'7t!g so sweeping a statement I had no i nt ention or butchering Hr. Hubb&rd tor a 
ROt'lal HJl l c1a1. · · 

Qt! QC1ll8Ell CXll!'ltST 

cai you mke B(pJGCLE RHTIEr? This Is how you do a . Chooae Jtlll' OM clue . fllen 
c,l(e a SQu tule Rh)>me. 

Here are a tew exs:1>lea t o guide yoo .. 

• J. SehoOlboJf • Double' - t'D.RT CHD\RY. 
•oatea Closed' - TAGOU:S RA.GGLES. 
•The l as t Hagnet story• - Shadow or the SACX putsreader oo th e RAIS. 
•Where recite.Ids sre ~emedl - tt'NJll:R Wl h'XER. 

Rmed>er, you eatl)Ose you Oll'l c1ue 1 f l"01:l 811¥ ot the Old Boys• Boots . ah:I t.hen 133ke 
your o,n Squiggle fthym . 

W'rtte your er rort on a postean1 or a sheet or pll)er, "ltl'l 7our nace and adaresat 
and post l t to th e edi t or before October 18th . J. book. prize wtll be sent to eacb ot tb e 
Tt«:l readers lltl o send l n ¥bat the Edl tor C<lnslders the most tng«1lous attet'l)ts. You rlfl,f 
send t n as WI.)' at.tece>t.s u you wt~ . Get all U\e t amt l,f 8QU1A8llng . 

OUR NEW FORTRAIT GALLERY 

HARRY WHARTON was t he lea ding characte r of the Greyfriars st ories , 
He was voted the most popular character in O.B. f i ction , in our recent 
Popularity Contest , 

Fine characte r pictures of him were jlBinted in the two Opelllll8 
stories in the Magnet, in the two Rebel series of 1925 and 1932, and in 
t he Stacey Series of 1935. 



GREYFRIARS ART GALLERY by C. H. Chapman No. 1. No. 1. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conduct ed by JOSEPHINE PACKM!N, ',ti Archdal e Road, Eas t 

Dulwich, WllOON I S, E. 221 

It is very strange h<lli one . can search for a certain copy of a 
paper for years and years without ever getti ll8 it . In my own case , 
however , somethin g even s tran ger happened quit e r ecently , for one of 
"'II Uni on J ack "wants" lie, 000, "The Affair of t he Bronze Monkey" caa:e 
t o me from t hree diff erent sources ! So, al l of you who despair of ever 
gat t ill€ yo~much wanted stories , tak e a note of this and never give up 
hope! JOSIE PJ.ClOWI 

* * * * * 
"WARIIICK JARDINE" 

. By W. 0 , G. Lofts 
( continue d) 

I t has been generall y belie ved that Francis Warwick also used th e 
pen- name of ' Roland Spencer ' for many of his sto ries , This is not 
correct , although there is some sl ight connection,· ' Roland Spencer• 
was in fact the pen- name of Geoffrey Prout, a great . friend of Franc is 
Warwick. Many reader s of THE SCOUT will remember tha t Geoffrey' Prout 
vrote a considera bl e amount for t hat paper , Ile also wrote a number of 
artic l es and bolmd books on boat-buil dilJ8, yacht. cruising and boating 
generall,y , on which subject he was an expert, and had his own boat 
businese at Canvey I sl and, Essex . Geoffrey Prout di ed a few years . ago , 
Francis llarwiok vrot e at l east two serial s in collaborati on with him 
lmder the ' Roland Spencer' pen- name. These appeared in the @! in the 
' twenties ' , the titles being "Ch= of the I ron Vay", about a yo1mg 
rsi l weyman, anf "Tom of th e Ajax" a story about a naval trainine--ship . 

Mr. C. M, Down was so impr essed with the style of writing and th e 
reaction from rea ders about th ese two fine serials that , about lat e 
1928, he ask ed Francia 'iarwi ck if he would lik e to tack l e writing a Tom 
Merry story. This he did, and hi s effort ves accep ted by t he editor 
as up to stan dard. From then on, until the A, Pres s sta rt ed r eprinti ll8 
t he old St . Jim' s sto ri es , Fran cis 'iarwick wrote far mer e ta l es of T~m 
~~crry and .. Co •. than anz~ r writ er, Mr, Warwick fe el v1...uite proud of 



his e f forts in this field, end claims that t here certainly was no ad­
vers e criticism of the st orie s by readers at that t ime, aa.t ho1J8h many 
were written under great diffi culti es , He relates, that whilst in 
America in 1930 he received an ur gent cabl e fro m England for •copy' of 
a St , Jim' s story - one of a se ries, and it had to be written by th e 
following moming ! He began writing it a t eight in th e evening , and 
by eight o ' clock the nert morning he had completed the 25 1 000 woros 
required - with the help cf lots of st ro ng cof f ee in the meantime . He 
is still proud of t hat effo r t , and Charlie Wright in part icular, who 
alvays lik ed th e Lady Peggy stories , will be int erested to know that 
this was one of the seri es. 

Mr. Warwick is somevhet puzzled as to vhy some series of s t ori es 
in that period of the GEM have been at tributed to F.dwy Sear l es Brooks, 
f or Mr. 'inrvick vrote t hem himself and has his own fil e copi es in his 
lib rary at his home. All stori es fea turi ng Lady Peggy , Spal ding Hall , 
Bully Burket t end Cyrus P. Handcock came from Mr. Warwick' s pen , Keen 
readers will also find that he could not re si s t hi s ol d love fo r Grey­
frisrs in several of t he s t or ies - such as lies , 1132 end 1217, 

Here t hen, is a full li s t of GEM stories he vrot e : 1092 , 1095/6, 
1105/7, 1117/8 , 1120/ 3 , 1130, 1132, 1142/7 , 1151/4, 1157, 1168 , 1111/5 , 
1100/2 , 1187/91 , 1195/6 , 1217, 

In closing my informtio n about Mr, Warvick ' s St, Jim ' s sto ri es , 
I feel that in all fai rnes s to him I should quot e hi s sts tement about 
them, parti cularly in vi ew of critici sms about th ese sto ries by some 
coll ec tor s , 

"I think it should be clearly under stood that th ese tale s were 
written for the juv eni l e market only, end for boys and gir l s to read, 
It is so easy t o critici se t hem today for en adult poin t of view, end 
most certainly they sat i s fi ed the editors concerned - and re ade r s for 
th a t matt er, It shoul d be al so remembered that t hey kept th e GEM going 
d\Jring a difficult period - vhen no Gharles Hamil ton stories were 
available." 

With th e starting of t he reprin t ing of th e old stories in th e 
Gill, Franci s llarwick commenced vri ting fo r - to him - en entir el y new 
field of boys st orie s , the Sexto n Blake Libra ry . His first tale, en­
titled "The Great Dumping Mystery" ( second series No. 325) was, of 
course , published under the now well - known pen-name of ''Warwick Jaroine" 
Later stories by him in the S ,B,L . f eatured Dearth Tallon and Sandra 
Syl veste r . 

Somehow or othe r, I have always gai ned the impress i on t hat 'Wal'­
liick Jardine' was very fond of introduci ng t he .., dical professio n int o 
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his stori es , and in answer to my ques ti on about this he replied : 11 had 
not realised that I had int roduc ed medi ca l men into my s t ori es to any 
greate r ex tent t han ot her peopl e ; though, now you menti on it, I must 
confess to a likin g fo r the sin i ste r doct or characte rs in fi cti on. I 
have boom it sai d that no play with a medical man as l eading charac t er 
can fai l. ' 

Lat e 1933 brought a fr esh challenge to Francis Warwick, Readers 
of s tori es by that br illi an t vri te r W, W, Sayer had been bombardin8 
Mr, Len Pratt , the edit or of the S, B,L, for some t ime for more sto r ies 
of Gl'8llite Gl'8llt and ~lademoisell e Juli e , Unfor tunately, however, with 
Mr, Sayer now writing in othe r fiel ds ho oould not be collll:lissioned to 
write fresh Blake yarns, Thus it was that Francis Warwick was approached 
by t he edi t or with a vi ew to substitution, t o which he agreed , T'oo 
fir s t story written by Mr, Warwick featuring those two famous chara cter s 
of \I , • · Saye r' s appeared in No, 403 of the S,B, L,, da t ed October, 1933 
and ent it l ed "The Crime in Park Lane." It is no sec re t that this and the 
f ollowing tal e , "The Man from 'l'okio" were a compl ete flop . A. firs t­
class vri t er in his own right, Mr. Warwick found it impossi bl e to vri te 
about t he characters a s did W, W. Sayer , and wit h reader s now complain ­
in g about the sto ri es it was hast il y decided to rep ri nt the old W .W, 
Sayer yarns under his nom-de-plume of 'Pi erre Quiroul e (al th ough the 
editor still made a bloo mer by mis-spelling th e surname on the first 
few issues ! ) 

During thi s particular perio d Francis Warwick was an extr emel y 
busy man, writ ing sto ri es for t he weekly "Thrill er " and "Detective 
Weekly " and also for the women' s market , 

The year 1939, saw his l ast story in the Sexton Blake Library for 
six years , during which time he served in t he Army, His war-time se r­
vice is shrouded in secrecy, but i t is a fac t that his "Cli ff Gordon" 
sto ri es of M,I. 5., vri t ten in the post- war period , were based Qll hi s 
own experi ences , al though fact and fiction at t imes became mixed up -
with fi ction naturally predominating . 

With the coming of the New Order in the S. B,L, in 1955, and with 
old au thors dropping out, i t seemed we had seen th e last of ' Warwick 
Jardine ' in hi s thirty -fir st sto ry in t he Library entitled "The Riddle 
of the Green Cylinder" · dated March, 1955. But one of the Se-l'tember, 
1961 issues of the ' modern I Blake Library came fr om his pen ( "Deat h 
Her Destinati on" ) and was given an excel l ent review by myself, so per­
haps we have not seen the las t of 'Warwick Ja rdin e I in the S, B, field, 

In closing this article , I know I speak for all of us in saying 
t hat we owe a debt tc Francis War,i ck for his "ork in t he field of 
juvenile literature in l!"neral , ... and .. his Sexton Bl ake s t ories .,in....P!!,rticu-
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i~r:. , L~t, ;;;·h~;;""t;'.t'·h;-;;~i;~;;;-u,"'i,ringpleasure to readers for 
many years to come. 
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S£ITON BJ..AKE LIBRARY TITLE§ ANO Al1J'HORS (}rd sertes) (oontlnu&d) 

Fla~olnt ror Tnason .. ..f•Edltorlal NemL ___ 
Deadline tor 05"&81:' ....... ......... . 
Special FAltton - NW"der 
Vacation Wlth Fear 
Shoot ftlien ReadT 
Vletlr3 l1rlknoN'I ..... .............................................................. . 
fStcr'Y by L, Robert s , rewrlttm b:, A, Kacleat1) 
Corpse to Copenhagen 
Ro3'1louse G lrl ........................................................................ . 
(St.cry by A. L. ttarttn , rewritten t,y A, Haelel!l'I) 

.... !'.D. Rt JdU 
...... A. Kaclean 

A. Kent 
.... .......... ::) . T. Story 

......... w. H. Baker 
...... - •D. Reid" 

Bun« 
Re id" 

Hurder with Varlet)' ... .. ................ )', H, Beker 
Act or Viol enc e ............ .... . ............................................... w. H. Baker 
Stand-In tor HUrder ....................... ..................................... . ...... •D. Pe l t • 
(St ory by Prank Lambe, l"'EM'ltten by A. Nocl ean) 
Find me a Killer 
Puspo r t to Danger . . .. . 
The Cop,-.Cat Killings , ........... . 
1be Violen t Hours . .......... . 
Tht Blonde and t.b8 Boodle ... 
nie Last Daya o f BerUn . 
Walk In Fear ........... .. 
tturder Dowri Below ..................... . 
R&dbtad ror Dange~---···· 
St a tl"NQ t o tilrder. 
The Sea Tl1 era ....................... . 
Collapse or at.out Par-tr . 
ltlrder Nost lntfmt e. ... 
cr11:11 or Violence 
Lady" In Di stress ..... 

1... Mac l ean 
J . Sta&& 

. .......................... T. Hartin 
....... w. H. Baker 

J. T. Story 
. .... ...... . W.H.B~ 

. .............. w. H. Baker 

. .............. J. s,_ 
....... .... ........ A. ttacl esn 

....... A. lent 
. ................. W. H. Baker 

. ........... J . T. 8t017 
. ......... W. H. Bal<er 
... ... J, Stag g 

. ....... ..... T. Hart in 
High Heeh and Homi c ide . . . . . . . .. .......... . .. ............ •o. Re id' 
(Story by J. F'. Burke , rewritten ey A. t1aclean) 
th e Fatal Hour . . 
Nine o' clock Shadow 
Crl oe Is ~ Business 
ttie Naked Blade 
Wake Up Screomtfl&.':::·· 
Pinal curt a in .......... . 
!1.lrder In the eun .. . 
No t ime to Live ...................... . 
DlSCIOnds can be Trouble . 
ni.e Evil Eye . 
She A.In' t Got No B~ 
The Voodoo Drum. . . ..... 
The Frightened People .. 
The House on the 8a.Y. ..... 
Appointment W'lth Danger ... 
A cry I n t he Nlg ht ... .... . 
Consid er Your Verd let . ........... .. .................. . 
(Rewri te or s . B.L • .}l'd series No. 192) 

.... E. A. Ballard 
.J . T. Sto!'Y 

............ w. H. Baker 
w. "· Baker 

..... .......... _.,_A. Ken t 
. .......... A. Haclelll 

.. ..... J . T. Story 

...... w.u. B:lker 
. ..... E. A. Ballard 
. .... T. Hartin 

............ .J . T. 8'017 
. ........... JI . ff . Baker 
. ............ J. T. St.on' 

A. Kaclean 
. ........ Jil. H. Baker 

. .................... ~. K. Balter 
. .......... R. Hardlng e 

continued 0 11 Page 18 
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Jctober 1 J9J2• s 
The btg event tn the world or lit erature 

th l s mc:flth has been th e P'Jbllah tng or a new 
paper ealled •The Penn7 POJ>Ular,• It oontatns 
stortes ot Tee Hen7 (t.he 'N'Jrld' s most popular 
sch<>Olba:f), sexto n Blake ( the "°1"1.d's DDat poP'"' 
ular detective) , snd Jad<., Sam & Pete ( Ule 
world' s most popular adventurers ). liftl&t a l ot 
or wor).da, and What a l ot ot popUlars l And al l 
t ot' a p8\11JS 

~·- ·--·--fl91 ......... ~~'!W .!! 'I,~ 

Jn No, 1 or this p8J)Cr, 'flhlch ts al l 
green, there was •tom Herr, • New toy.• I 
had been looklng tot'TG"d to th11 tor weeb , and 
t t was, ot course, the rlr st Tom HetTY tale to r'\ 
&l)pear tn the Gem. I was surpr i sed to tlnd '} 
th at t he Ten- Ible 'tlre e were not nt St. Jtc:its 
t,ut at a school called cia-,er tng. ~ Sexton 
Blake stcl"1 was o.alled •nie Case or tb e 
tre osure Hwi~ s'ld Kr. Lindsay, the rather 
ot ono or ?IV' school pals, was ncy uct t ed 
about ft., He so.td t hat th e sioi,, ortgtnal lY 
appeared tn lbt on Jeck No, 100 a.bout sewn 
ye3l"s .,,go, md he reciectered tt so wtoll be­
caus e It waa the Tcr"J ttrst sto ry to lntrr.d.lce 
Pedro , Sexton BlM:et s 91:>00erful bl OO<ll-OUl"ld, I 
found that ftZ'7 Intere st ing, The third stor'1 
1n ' The penny Popul.ar4 was •volcano Is l l.\JldS 
~t JB<*, Sm al¥S Pe~ . I expect th i s Otta 
tree an old NarYel, 

to.r).y t.ble: montb Olere waa a dreadful 
.sutGar lne di saster . The Brt th h eub B.2 was 
tn colltaton "1.tb th e HW!tlt..rg-Aoerlca Liner 
' A.merlka', ®QUt. tour ralles troo r over . She 
sank. 1t:1:18d1atel.y "1th her crew or 16 cien. 
Only one m1r1, Lieutenant Pul1 81tlt waa saved 
aft er tie hod booo tloatJng for a l ong tl ce . 

DoUI boUght the late st Boy• s fr t end Jd 
Llbral"7 called 'Tbe Ftrtl\ Form at ffa)'£ill"th1 bf 
J ock H<r cb. Doug ls Vet"/ fond of Jscic. Nort)i• a stot' l es , 
and he says r ca1 have It ttien he h&s t int.shed wtth St. 

m e week l had Cml o CUta, and TCCI, the tJci(.et,,,of-t. e~ve tlan, broke 
Into th e house Qlllled by Prof essor Radtm.. Now cbl s "38 a very ol over bi t of business , 
fer Professo r Radhm appiian In Puck . Thia oade oe bUY Puek. lt 1s real lY a beaut iful 
paper . t,i;e colours are 101el1 , tlle psper tt Is pri nted on t s goo<! qual tQ", and the 
printing tts elf is so cleM . 1be lllu stratt c:ns are Vef7 good tndud . I psrtlc:ulerly 
li ke the stor i es aboUt Val Po:1, detect h e 5'ld l'Mtrll oqulst , and h is l:lOl'lket , ntcq. ftlCN 
ts olso a good fairy tale ser ial oo.ll ed •Pr ince Stl ver s tar" and a. t tne 5Chool ser ial 
entttled ·~All-Al one•s BchooldaY'a. • It l a t.ru1)' a carvellous P-O,Per, and I wish I could 
affo rd to tlJ)' It eTC?Y week. 

The Prin ce or Wales has becoire M undergradUa te a t Hegdal.en Coll ege , Oxford. Re 
wi ll at UdY htator')', 11:~ . rren ctt, Ceman , Engl.Im Ltteratw"e, Polttl cal Sc ience mi 
Polltloal EconOQ'. Cni::t>s& \rG'Jat a l ot t o sltldtl One thing , he Ooesnt t seem to ban 
Ll3ths , 'ltltch I detes t - but fanc:"¥ all that l ot& 
- ·-•• 1'1e "'§"3Lhu ~~ ·'J'.~g.cd tbl s . lllOl!Ul#JhOO&h not111ot ,,Nal]¥ ...... mber al>l o, ••• 

1 
I 
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In the U'llon Jack quite a btt l atel.J • • 

•'t?le Schoolboy Sl eep,falker- was Lord Houle?­
erer . In hta sle ep , be hid hla nluablH 1n 
other boy.st boxes , 'llhtcb caul8d quite a t.o-do 
tor a tt me. 

nte roUowtng week ther e 1188 a comedy 
call ed •The SChoolbaY POUCGln ,• all about 
the Re!IW)ve AQateur Dramatic Soclet.1 , and ln­
t.rodl.£ ln&: P.c. 1'o~er. Then came IOm8 real 
mellow draoa , worthy or the Lf'ceum. Tbla w.:ia 
•For Ria Nother'a SMe.• It-. and Nrse NUgent 
QUaM"elled, an d Hra. Nugent ran •8¥ and wmted 
to tak i Otcicy with her as 01cky was ber f av­
ourite s on. rrmk we.s upset, md got hirt 
ln a tr a in mash. So tr. and Hra. Nugent. 
t:l&de tt up rol.l'ld hts bed, and Harry Whartoo 

I spent ht a conl'aleacence wt th him. n. was 
.,,,J.- very Dell O'J dramEl, but tt..a read lt and s aid 

u was a nic e st ory. Qie sa id thaC. pal"'enta 
should never have t avourlt.ea mDOng their sons 
and Doug said that she treats hlm and me both 
alike bUt lhe tre a ts me oort . 

1bt rourth s tory 1n the Hagnet wn., •'the 
TUTOr or Oreyrr 1ar .- md It wa.a lllustrat.ed 
bJ Art.bur Clarke. He used ~ dr8IW r or th e 
Hognet a l ot. In '-he ste t')' a ntw bQ)' called 
'lbeoi:titlus Fl lppa went to Grqrrtnra, mc1 hls 
t at.her r an a paper called •nie TCUl.g Health 
Seeker .• fllpps tried to c:ake everl'one 
health)', and put ced lcln e 1n their f OOd. !bis 
gave them stoN.ch ache, and was mnay Ing. 
BUt 'Rbm Hr ... ue lch st.arte<t gett!ni .i<.imaeb 
aches too , he th.ought U• "as a bit to o much, 
$ PUpps h81111 to leave. 

Speak.Ing ot th e 1¥ceUC1, tin took me 
there to see 'fll e OpGn Door.• The stars were 
Halllwell Hobbs , Albert Ward md Lllll en 
Hollow, . ~t tt wns very mellow dr'l:IIla and 
I dtci'ltt lik e It tllChe 

Cousin Robtn, 'lltlo Uves at Ald or sh ot , 
opened M a.heart durtng the CKlnth 1 and sent 
me the l1nlon Jack . It l'ffi.S an exciting t.al.e 
called • The Op ltn Snugglers' end tt had ft 

villain nOL'led Count Ivor Carlac . He baa been 

I hnd a da.Y's holldeY f roa scbool on Trafalgar Day, October 21ati It wns the 107Stl 
annherMI')' of the battle oC Trafalgar, end t he occasi on was oelebrated In London and et 
Port900Uth on board the 1 Vl:t.ory .• The 7ardarms and mc.sts wert hunt with bmchea of 
evergreens a'ld .-eath!:, and Nelson•s s ignal •Engtmd Expects - waa tloM ns well. Doug 
and I went t o Trotala; ar Square In th e morning, ond In the afternoon we went to th e mattnee 
ot •DoomatS- at WYncl\(lllt s 'lbentre. It was called a 111,ht CXIIDedY, and Doug laU&hed• but 
t dtdn•t. tti e stnrs "'" Cero.ld De Xaurter 80d Harte Lohr. In the n entna we 9'Qllt to 
aee th e firework s at the Cryst al Palac e, and t enjeyed them vat')' mtE.h. 

Next momt ng I didn't f eel CIJCh U ke school, end t had a good r:ifnd to f eel s tckj 
but t thought better or t t • 
.. _,,_,_A ..,.,.UlQl!II Elll''ll..J•, th e. oem,, •• nie .,rtrst tal• .. • .. . ffand,. Called ,n,, Wrong .. T..,•!!'. 
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tt t.old or a chellenge Tom HerTY had tro a the fllllOUS 'lll.eban;'° r ootball teac.. K.tl.dare7 
Don"ell and Nont.etUt wen so pl eased to play ngo.lnst the Thebana t bet they agreed to pla)' 
tar f'OC!I Hen,•s teoi:a, but tt t.umed out th at Toe had rece tved Uw challeng e by mistake. 
Kildare t elt l!ltrtltted, but th e Thetwins were good sports , so they agreed to Pl llY' the aame 
a tt er all .. and Toci Hen-yts t eet:J beat U\ecl. I daresay lt was a bit 1ndel1ble, but lt W85 
a r tpp lng st cry . 

Hartin Cllrt ord keeps h is tales •cry up to date , md I expect that he reoecbere ( 
al l th ose te?Ttble fl oods at Norwich In J..ugust and t t gave hlJ!I the persptratton to wrl t e 
•The Flooded Scbool. • It ffllB a grand story , Md Kr . Selby W3.s near l)r drolWled ln the QUQdoo 
rangle. · 

That week. a new sertal st.vted In the ceci, called •Bi rds ot PJ"e)4 by rtane ll Scot t , 
al l abwt the ra:xius detecti ve Nelson Lee. I ho.ve now • eod the tl rst two t nnal.oe nta , and 
It la ve17 good. 

Hr, Lind say, wtlo ts a wel100 retld ti.YI , sa,ys tha t •Bird s or Pn)4 11!5 the scrtel llhtoh 

~;:':001n ~ :1Pf!1'~!s::to~~!'k!/i~c:e,0:~ey t a years ago , md he ta sure l 
tb en caoe a seouttng stol"f called • Tho Schoolb oy Scouts" - Too NeITY & Co belong t.o 

Ulo Q.lrl ew Patro l • (tld a Scotland Yard rwi o.alled Inspeetor F'Jx 8lT't'!sted a bogUs acout­
rASter. I rath er thlnk I sholl jotn t he scouts . 

The l a11t Geo ot Ille amth was •one Against the School, ' and lt • s grand. LI.Ill~ 
Lumley, l'lho Is one ot ttf t m-ouri t es no" , t ent ured In lt , anti so d id h la pal , Cirloea . the 
grocer ' s bQY. Levtson gave Ltcle)'-Lll'.lltY a pass troc: Knox, bUt t t au written 1n 1nVl 9"' 
lbl £ tnk and Levts on l1:1lt nted JCnox1s s ignature. It all ca:i.e ri ght Jn the n . 

The ne" Shopaf Act passed by Parltanen t cokes nearl.y every :sbop cl os e tor one hal t 
cta,y du.ring tht week, and Oll" :9hops ere cl os ing on We,(lne9(1..,y a ttemoon s . W1U1 the Geo 
c.omlng out on WednesdaYs now, 1 have to mte sure to get ~ copy in t he tlOl'Tllng. 

ln ret.mn tor hta l.11.lon Jadt, I sent RobJn Oougl a ltoM'el Nhlcb conta ined a Plghtl ng 
Parson - t<X.'1 Ba)'e.rs at.crY cal l ed 1 1!\e Bully ot the 'lbooes. • All the Toe Sayers ~ es an 
JllU strated by R. J. Kaodonald, but I don't think he Is 80 &ood nt drawl n& acillts ea 
schoolboys . 

A statue ot Copr.aln Cook has just been unve llect at Whitby, mere all of hta Ltllps -
The Endeavour , th e Re110lutton, UJe Adventure , and the Dhco Tery - were bu ilt, And a war 
h,\s ;lwit s tarted bet.Men T\rkey ond Ula B~ countr ies ot Hontenegro, Serv ta , SUl&arla 
to.lid Greece . Dad s.n,ya he hopes It won't spread. • 

.L!,L , Tlt1 e9 oonttnuod t1"0lD PM! 15 

Ho. 42.} Witness to ttuZ"dcr...... . . ... £. A. Ballard 
Ho. lQ.4 DE'essad to KJU ...... ... . ... ........ D. Ola:lber a 
No. 425 SMOow or a Gun . . . .. r . Hartin 
No. 1(26 siop Press - Hoolc lde . R. Ooliti ln 
No. 42.7 The Viol ent ())es ...... w. H. Baker 
No. Ll2l3 Ttoe tor ttirder . ......... .... . . ........... J. siagg 
No. 429 In1'1ts.tl on r.o a tazrdcr .. J. T. Story 
No. 1'30 Sat or i with F'ear ............. .R. H&rdl nge 
No. "31 Passport !nto rear. ... .. . ........ w. H. Baker 
Ho. "32 Courter tor Crl.rae .... J . T. St.or, 
Ho. "3::5 Catch a Ti ger . ....... ....... .. .. T. ttort tn 
No. ~ ShoN;jOfll In a)'dne,... •o. Reid" 
No. "35 Espresso Jungl e . .. ..... .. . ........... w. H. Baker 
No. lo6 Home SW&et Hanlcl de .... .. .. .............................. -. J. T. St ory 
No. lJ1 Walk tn the Shadows.. . ... R. Dol phi n 
No. lu8 Touch ot Evtl .......... ~. ttoclean 
N(> . .. ~ Killer s .. Pla)'ground ................ _ .. .... .... .. ........................................... .......... &. A. Ballard ...... ~~ .. .. 



.NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Conducted by JACK \IOOD 

Ill RETROSPWJ' 
By R. J, Godsave 

The freedom enjoyed by an autho r of a s t ory is great . There are 
so few re stri ctions t hs t he can shape his s t ory to hi s heart ' s desire. 
I t gives a generous chance for narrative, desc ription and conversat i on. 
This freedom is best realised by comparison with the theatre whsre the 
number of acts may very , but the action can be advanced only by means 
of conversation between the actors . The author of a play cannot ex­
plain the characters' remarks or expr ess his private opinion of their 
actions. 

The most natural and simplest way of telling a sto ry is by narra ­
t ion . The reader li stens while th e author relates what happens. This 
is the method used by E. S. Brooks when he introd uced St. Frank ' s 
Coll ege to the readers of the Nelson Lee Librsry . 

Up t o No. 112, o . s. the stories were of t ha det ective adventures 
of Nelson Lee and Nipper by various authors , although t he li on's share 
was contribu t ed by Brooks . The change over from detective to school 
stories was neatly done . In ''!lip per at St . Frank ' s " No. 112 o . s. the 
whole s t ory was narrated by Nipper. This method of relating th e St . 
Frank's sto rie s was continued for the next seven years. 

The reader nat urally identified himself with Nipper and shared 
all his adventures , see in g everything from his viewpoint o!lly. Thus, 
a close link was for ged between th e read er a t St . Frank's Coll ege . 

In 1923 E. S. Brooks was announced as the author of the s t ories and 
shortly af ter th e narration by Nipper ceased , The e ffect of this change 
was to place t he r eade r at a distance ; t he scen e now being viewed on 
a broad front . 

From my own point of view St . Frank ' s and its schola r s became less 
cl ear ly defined when th o stories were no l onger narrated by Nipper . 

AN<Yl'HER vmr.. 
By James W, Cook 

·-···· ·- I '!$!""" whol eheartedll with . R. J, . Godsave in , his article ,"A "'"'·-- ·· 
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Jaundiced View?" about the humour found in the Nelson Lee Library, but 
sure ly this is a hazard you can apply t o any book or J)8per , I consider 
the periodica l PUNCH a very humorous paper . but I kn<M plenty wbo do 
not share by view. For some strange reason I cannot even raise a 
smile at Thurber , but again , mny consi der his work very la~ble . I 
don ' t think we can standardize a comic s ituati on and bring a amile to 
everybody's countenance , that is, with certainl;y , but Ed.,y Searles 
Brooks I brand of humorous incidents was well worth the confidence he 
pl ac ed in them. Lster on his confidence was to be sorel y tried and by 
the time the third tlew Series came round it collapsed. 

Mr, Godsave's r efe rence to Brooks ' s application to his readers 
for suggestions on the type of st ory for the !>'Per was, I think , more 
of an editorial adjustment than Ed.,y's own plan for he possessed a 
severity not worthy of the J)8rtience necessary to cope w1 th the doubt­
ful requirements of his readers. But it was l eft to him to change the 
order and in No. 539, Ol d Series, dated October 3rd , 1925, entitled 
TH!: HUSOtlm OF THE PRIORY, he made t his announcement in "Between 
ourselves 11 

••• • •• 

"During the week I 1ve come to a decisi on . Or to be more 
exact , t he Editor and I have oomo to a decision, From 
now onwards we.1re eoing to pl an stories and a?Tange su,h 
items as the l'llrtrait Gallery , General Map, League Mai!azino, 
etc., entirely ourselves. In ot her words , all you readers 
are left out in the cold - you won't have any voice at 
all:" 

Now there is no denying the fact t hat from then on t he Nelsen Lee 
Libra ry really did make a bigger appeal to the reader and continued to 
do so until th e second New Series , but even in thi o period th ere wer e soco 
roally fine stories . 

The r eformatio n of Fullwood was, I think, a mistake, since , as 
Mr, Godsave remarks, a genuine reform is impossible, especia lly after 
sc l ong a reign, but we sobeh<M got over Reggie Pitt ' s change of 
charact er quite easi l y. I don't know exactly why, 

Edwy reformed him very early and it o:iay be that the transition 
period didn I t take sc long as it did in the case of Ralph Leslie. For 
fullvood was for a long time t he cad of Stuly A, whereas Reginald Pitt 
changed his behaviour not very long after his arrival, 

~: s .o.L . 58, B.F. (Gr een 'Un) 762, 764, 700, 1042, 1257, 1264 to 

1298, 1 TIMBIBTREE ROAD, OLD HILL,YJ'AFFS• -- ··-·· -·- · ··- -· -· 
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THE JlOII'rLES MYSTERY 

(We have rec eived two letters froc Mr. Philbot Bottl es . Ther e is a 
mystery about them. In one he chal l enges th e identity of a Mr. Bot t l es 
who apparently attended a Merseyside Club Meeting. In th e second , it 
seems t hat a Mr, Bottles ac t ual l y was present there . lie lea ve our 
readers to drsv their own conclusi ons. ED. ) 

Dear &ii tor , 
I am sorry 

to have to 
dror yor att enshun to 
the f akt that a terrible 
fra vd vos carr i ed ovt 
in yor pages las t mcnth 
when a l etter appeared 
under tho title "A 
Ectic Nit e Out vi t h 
Horati o Bottl e . " This 

"Horatio Bottl e, " whoever be is, is nothing but a low-down skowndrel . 
lie tryed to pass himself orf as the "Chips" off is boy. Wot nerve! 

.!2.!....:.~~L-1:!-~.t!-.!~.~.!..~!?2.'!.!Ll!!tl'.<:.!!:!.:!!e .. <1..!!!!.~l..~..:~l..~ 
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noble jema l for donkcyo yeers , the publ ik must know t hat I, and no 

oth er , ac th o cel obrated bolder of that off is and 111/1 name is Philpot 

llott l cs . 
It okurred to c:e t ha t th e joker respons ibl e for this choolcy 

fravd vos that ohucp Sebes ti en Ginger , the "Comic Cut s" off is boy, be­

cause the l ett er wos :lull of evi dence of his t e rr ible nonshuns of how 

the English langwidge should be ri t t en . This falct alone vos enough to 

show the diso rn ing rosdo r t hat the l ett er vos not th e work of one who 

has so polished a s til o as myself . 
ilhoevor ro t o it soelil9d to bo getting .., mixed up with Horatio 

Pimple, who is , as everyl><>ey shud know, t he off is boy of the "Funny 

\lender." Until 111/1 !rend I vor Kluo , using Homel ess Hector as a blud­

hound, tra clcn down the skovndrel , I ar, sending a piktu.ro of myself , so 

tha t thero i s no :f\lrther oonfusbUD. I havo sl so put in one of that 

nitwit Ginger {in t he cap) end Horati o Pimpl o. 
I am the hendsum one at t ho top loft {as if you di dn't knOlf! ) 

Yors in disgus t , 

PHILR>T BOO'TI.m. 

Door Dis ter fain . an orl yore readers, 
If cd old guvner Corey Chips wos 2 reed that bit in lsst mumfs 

See Dee abowt mi ni te out ' ed do 1is nutt ! 
First of awl ,' u c , mi naim i s Philpot Bottl es , and wen i left mi 

resydense in llhi techapel 1 didn • t go bi ci self , bees vs i add se vrul 

uthors wi f me. 
i add orlr eddy bin arsked 2 taik sum pe.le allon g wi v me, end so 

i arranjed 2 oeat orl of ' ec in 11rs Sally Slapcabbige ' s 1ot dri nk 

sal oon . They wos th eir orl rit e - Horatio Pimple { th e Funny Wonder 

off i s boy), Sebast ien Ginger { Comic Cuts off is boy) e.nd mi gal Shar l ot 

SJcroggins. lie add a nyco je m ey reely , xcopt that the last l orry wos 

full of ol d iron and a bit 'ard for Sharl ot 2 sit on . Butt wo did 

•ave a good tice orl r it e , espeshully wen that bl oke crat e or case told 

us ' ow ' e used 2 reed abowt us evry woak . Sharlot took kwite a fe.nsy 

2 'ii:,, and i can t ell U i VOS rarv er gladd 1e WOS or lred dy 1appily 

marryd!' The drinks wot t hat bl oke winser brort wemt 2 bsd , butt knot 

lik e wot th ey ser ve up at Mrs. Slapc.'.lbbi ge ' s . ' Ow ever, it wos or l buk 

shoe, so we oarnt grumbul. lien sue of •em torked orl eye brow Horatio 

sed ' o t hor t they wos bonkers , butt thoy new orl abowt morly verrer and 

tho t orribul J orl rit e , end it wos nyce 2 c they rem:iemerd us . 

\le did go 2 tho Middle And meat in on t he v03 beck , end we ' ad 

annuver ri t o ro il vellkum from 11 cove naimed 'Ar;cy_R~.:..~: -
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Sebas tian aeya I e will rit e 2 u abovt it - butt i doant fink I e will 
cos ' e carnt spell! 

Orlwaya yore old pal, 

PHILPOT llOT'.l'L&S • 

* * * * * * * * * 
WJJff'ED: s.o.v s Nos. 6o and 68. Hagnets Nos. 829, 862-865, 867, 868, 874, 869, 879, 
~. 8'11, 900. CJI.. R. WIUiOH, 100 BRootf'tEUI R(».O, CJ.AB()(M, N.1, 

~ s. o .L•s la, 258. Helson Lee No. 130 (old serl es ). Tour price patd plu s postage , 
~ertlser has sor,e s. O.L'a , Nelson Lees, Cms and Haaneta: tor uchmae onl.1, 
BRIAN HOLT, 8RlT16H Dt!I.SSY, REYXJAVIK, ICQ..A.ND. "'""" .......... __ ......... -._ . ..,,_,,,, ____ ..,, __ , ... _ ............ ,_ .. _ ........ _ ... ,,, ___ ,.,, ..... __ ~···· .................. ___ ,. .... _ .. __ , 

tll'llUAL EDITICN OF 1 T11E A.IJ!'OBIOORAPHT Of' ~K RICW.1106• .. 251-. Packed with tnter es tln g 
reeding and m11 rasetnsttna pictures , wlrll a long auppleoent en Olorle.s Hdllltont s wcrtc 
b7 Erte Feyne. Obtainable rroo 9'lY bclokahcp or d i rect froa C.Ollectora • Diges t Ottlee. 
The EcUttr of c.o . will oe.U the AU\obtography to f!111 address 1n the world • ..... _ ............ -............... ___ ..... ~--.......... ,_ ............. ,_ ... ____ ........ _.~ ..................... -............. ___ ,,, ............ ,. .. __ 
!!!,!!I!;!!: i.i 1on Jacka - year 1917. Noa. 691, 69J, 695, 702-4, 711, 717, 721, 7251 .1'<1, 
~ JJ , 7}6, 7fl>, Tear 1919 - BOO, Ba>, Year 1920 - 851-656, 858, ~1-66J, 865, 870, 
872, 811', an, 885. m9. J . .. PJ.001AN, .. 'n .. ARCHD/J.L RW, EAST. IlnllIOf, LO{~. S.E. 22 . ....... . 

~ ... Popular s ... 1919 - .22• .... Ne1son .. Lees ...... JS.ST •. lllONAS. ROAD, .. PRES'Taf. __ ,,, .. _ .... , .... , .. ,., 

~ ODS tJOst Issues between J'1() a'ld 500. Nost Issues befAlreen 772 and 87'9. Also 

~1.5~~.
9&.9&.~:.~~.98~.98Ji.98Ja. ~: ~: ~t~: m: ~~·~:°,11. 

'422, "35, 1/;>9, 7(:i,, 719, 751, 752, 762, 763, 76~, 809, C10st ls!lles between 821 and 890 , 
900, 921, 924, 925, 938, 9lt>, 942, ~ . 91p, 918, 95t, 965, 'J(,7, 988, 996. POPUI..ARS 
1e,, 190, Y/0, .385, .396, 452, 455, ,p,, 474. 
DtJC FJ..TNE, ElCfl.S ICE HCtBE, GROVE ROil', SURBIT~, St.RR£Y. 
, .......... ........... _ ,,,,NH"'"'" " "-' ' '"""- '"""'Ho .. , ...... , ... - ... , .... - ....... _ .................. - ......... ,, ... ., ............ ,, .. n,, .. , .. -- ..... _ ........ ,- .. , ... , ................. ,, 

~ H.\CNETS to purd\ase or exchange. Advert i ser he.a aaoe tteanets cht eny tn th e 
1"3iXR"6oo range tor exchana e . W'rtte: 
J . YAf'f'E, 1} CEMIC ROAD, RIGHm CJU.tf'SAIL, 11ANOIF.81'Eft, 8. 

THE '1'1J.CilU1 OPl..89 or t he Loodon Club, Tt z. The cm CATJJJXit.l: or Tttlu llhlch cont.alns 
f\111 li st of atcrles, ...,,,o wrot e tbeo, and 1n What other paper s they were reprlnt-ed. Now 
H .e.ll OOle at Three Sbllllngs Md NlnepMee, A.l ao copies or Hainet Catal ogue a t 219 post 
tree. BDf WHITER, 36 l'Ela:>URT Hcx.m;, POTT STREET, B£nlNAL CREDI, 1.CtiDCN, E,2e 

~ to ec;q:,le te btndJng runs: Gec:i 1223, 1.3C7, 1,ce , 1309. r or sale or uehange, 
ffriinets , Geca, Nelaon Leea, B.F.L.., s.o.L., s.B.L. , lA'lion Jacks, Boys• CSnC8s1 Scoops, 
Red Arrow, Pi oneer , etc. Bend your 111Mts Usu. Wanted - K8gneta 700 to 1100, Film Fun, 
Kiner.a !Comte, Rockets. vm.~ LAY, 52 OAJQ.EJGH CARD~s. WHCT"ST(NE, ~.20 . ....... ,.,,., 

~: Ceo 1'01\D(! oont alnl,_ Nos. 324 - 34l,. ex. cond., no blue COTera, tor l a ter 
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eEXQ!ANC~ 192J Rolldll)' Anmol JOl- 1 llegntts019 , 1}20 (coupona out out ) 2161 14 

otsiiurs (19 - '9 ) 10/ -; 9 Nodern Boys (1932-36 ) 6/ -. Postage extr.e. or w.i,.y . 
HANGER, 72 OLASCCM STREET.; NMflWPTC»J. 
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HeeUng he ld 2nd Sept eci>er. 

As rorec.ast in our l ast report , th l s was another splend id a ettn g, and It was a pity 
that our onl.Y t wo absentees , Jcm f'arrell and Walt er Pr tt.el\ar(!, were tor once unabl e c.o 
be pl'C'sent . We f eel .5Ul"8 they would have enjO)'ed the nenlng as aach a.s we all did . 

;.oe had Ule pleasW"t or extending a welOOC!e to our tonner Matrawi, Dctl Webster: lt 
"~ Ju;;;t like old t t .:ies to see ht ci sitting amngs t t1! and cont.rtbutlng no EB ll share to 
t.'l'? enttrtatnoe nt . He oani t visit us too often, that's~ . 

NaturallY , a l ot or ti ~ Ms taken up In chatting to Don, nenrt.l!..elesa we tomd 
tl r...e tor a nt.rber or Item , coq,rls l ng a QUti by Don, two dit to by F'rank Case, a discu­
ssion on another or Ertc • .s controverst al Issues, and consider able library buatneu . nw 
l at ter dUe t o sooe adc:Jttlons t.o th e library stoek brough t along by Don, whleh went Uk e 
hOt cakes, 

Donl s qu iz was won by Frank tl'nwln, and F'rank Caset s by Don and - yes , F'rank Cll,rln, 
'l'tlo ts otivtousl1 D&k!ng hi s re turn to the see tl on notable. He has pro c l sed us , Quit 
next oonth , as has Hemm end In addi tion we ahall have- a l ong-d e telT'Gd reac1tng rroa John 
Farrell, plua S'!Other debat ing point troc Jade Morgan, 80 we are In tor a aooct tloe once 
aaatn . 

Date - October 14th at Bill Wi ndsor • s .· FlUJiK CABE .. Seere t c,- • 

Meett ng he }d +t)th August. 1 1962· 

As Js \lSIJ.al at tht s per iod ot the year , ho llda)' s were the naln reason tor t he l ow 
attendance at this Tery enJQYable nee t lng. Madge md Jade Corbett and No.n::wi GN gCI')' 
were away tn Devon md "' al l hope they had a good time .. desp it e the tncurr eren t ,reather . 
Joe Harston "as prevented troo coc tng due t.o hts wlt a ' s Illness but we were glad to see 
John roc11nson "10 gave us one or his speeta llY tnte rut.lng talks , unique 1n the t act tha t 
he never uses note s. Hts subject was the Cads ot t.he HBl!lll ton and Brooks schools. WhY 
wer, they not r.:iad:e oore ot1 He had a sp&elal l ean ing t<.Mal"ds Loder and SklMer though he 
w:is t ncl lned to t.hSnk th eN: was too ctich Ponsonby. Ponaont,y was thoroughly rott en , but In 
Sk1Mer iixt Loder and also Peel e or Rooi.11JOod thert ,ms sone allmer l ng ot the rtght stutr . 
so too "11:h Levison ot St . Jlc• s . He canaged to aet In • J1110rd regardlng SUbsttwte 
,wrl t ers and how they treated th ese • cads. • 

F'or t!fl oY11 contribution to the prograa;:ie I chose a llllCh nealeeted schoo l or rrw 
Rlchards crea tion •eourttl eld County CouneJl School . • Aft.er a :Jhort descr i pt ion ot thh 
school, lt s knOl'lll personnel 8ld Mereabouta, I put tb cse ttlO quest i ons tor d l scuaalori . 
ltl)' did not Court rt eld County Coonetl School rJgure eQU3llY with HJgholltr as a rll'al 
school t o crey trt ars? Dtd F'rank R lcb&rda Nall.Y itrlte th e ~ consecutive st<rles or 
CQurttl e l d ~ uooll reatur tng Dick Truq:,er ~ Co. ,tllch appeared Sn 'Cbuo.klu• In 1914? 
It so, It was Ule onll' Jnsr.ance or F'ronk Richards writing or arr, oth er but a publi c 
sc?wol. rr he did real]Y .,..lte those Y7 yarns , I'll)' negl ect th e Council School In a tt er r.11~,, ....... ---- ·-N--lffl .... _ .... ,.,,_,,,_,,_ .. ,.., ......... _ ....... _ .. _,..,,,, ...... _., .................................... , .. ,_, .. ,_. ........ .. 
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There Wirt ICD! n 17 lnt ertstlna "apoo,H to thea• &rCt.menu. Tbe •aueas tbe Nt.dler" game waa won bJ Jcbn T and J ot ttaraton•a quta ot etahteen Item (a s tUt lot tbld ) wu beat neaotlatld by TOl!I Pori t r ( elenn rt &ht.) wtth Q' Hlt nnt (nlne and a hall) , 
ni, Ltttn rattle -.. wcri bJ' John Tocllneon (ht s luclc7 nt&ht l ) M'ltl tbe prtze .... ft: J"7 eceeptab l t - •s eer tt or ii, e St u::t,t' - a Toe HlrrJ' book. Tom Pon.t r had bro ueht Ilona as a •co ll ectora ' Item' No. 1 of th e Crey trlaN Herald (new aef"tea) . 
1'bt n ight finished wlth a nadln& t1"Gl thl 15:li: per lodloa.J. . !ht t l&ht C*Dbers ir"t­aent"'" Jack BelHJt ld , Tom Pert.er , r::~nlt , Ceori e O\athm::i, Jobn t cml.lnaon , hd DaT11, l!fld e,t,. c.wo Wtnlt Nds (ttr a. Brctm end Niu Parcrt dge). 

KAAAY BRCBTDt • SeoN t arJ , 

1, haW1 ot t ttnc at Dollts Hi ll c:t1 s urw:1a1, sepi.ea:itr 9th. Boib Nilson lAe m Rs:rtlc.onla to W tore . 
An eie t ll ent r eac:Ung about hndt orth by th e boat, Bob Bl,Ythe, wu CIJCb tnJ:eyed. Al .:i tnJoyed wa.a tbe g8Dt I n whl dl 25 conrs or Nt la on Leta end Nqnti.s we.N dl.sp l ayed , Cbe-1nlttal letter a enntuall,1 e>tlllne out th t nam Cbrlat cpht r Ctartoce eart,ay . Thia ~, t ttt on ..., fllOl'I by Len Paotcan. 
En)7n Fli nders ' •0.11~ Isl and O;qian lon,. proved a eood ael eotl on• Bill N<n-11' , Ha::illtonl an qui z , altho\lih t alr lY eao , •CUll>td ntar l.Y oll pre aen t , upeo l all.1 t.bt St. Sa:.i• 1 QUutlona. Rocer J enkin, won alter belna tJuo" with h11 Raalliontan llbrar)- . Fraiik LaJ opeaed hl a debate on • BUnt.er end Handtortb" arxl ntarlJ' all pnaent al.Nd th t tr YltM. Latra 81.ytht , aa, l .Ced by U\1 otbtr l.:lt u pr-ennt. proYlded a nr,r aood t ud . Tbank:1 t o Bob and lalra Bl.Yt.h• tor a very ha.A>1 oeetln 1. 
Next mett lnc a t 11ie heme: ot R. J. Cod.ave , }5 Woo<IK>uat Road , ~ton, , E.11. Let ho1t know 11 at te ndtnc , .xi not.t onb' bul 58 tOC" LeJt,on St att on nana pa.st. WOOdbowit Road . 

Alte r a t1110 mnthl bNak th e Dmbtr s catht rtd at fbl Book 8art•ln Bazaar club­roc:a on tburJdOJ, Septatr t}th wlil'I tnn QON tnthus la.m th an usual. The dll flhttul Sprint: weather ot course , could have oont.rlbuttd also e.1t llflate ver th e eauee tbe oet:tln& got O'lfBY t o a good start a t 6. 30 p. m. Ylhen Q\etm:n , Syd Bco'th, cpent d proo etd t ncs. 
Tbt SeCNtary 1av1 a r tp ~ Cl1 th t t ranll or Ult c.ape record l na l"lo.tl n d troa tbl London Cl ub Md played at 0'11 JUl.Y mNtlng - It hu arou.Mc1 cons id erable lnt..er tat tt.n sw:1 will soon be on It s fffl1 to Jack tllrta&h WW> la wa t ttnc u:peetMltlY . acros, c.lll Ta.,aan to bier thl s gree t In& trom London. 
Colour photo, ot th t Eu ter re-1.lllon at Natlodc wtN paue d around end cild>ers eiprt1std the ir 8'll)reelatl on ot Che generos ity 1tom by Ron Hod&ton 'llltlo had sUPPlled t btM nry attne tln photo, . 
A huge stack ot coff' upondenct was f.ben l"lad out by th e SecNtar, - troa old 8ld new trl t nds, &ll " Ith tnttrut l ng new, ot club ect 1Ylt ltt In other part.1 or the worl d. F.ath l ett er provoked OODlent and con1lderob l t tlmt waa ,p1nt In t ht ve17 pl eoa:ant put• 1m ot dtscu sslnc amctry t opics srn-1.tnt to t.ha bobby. OUr thanb to Arthur Holland ot Wtlllnc'<:11, N.s .w. t or two part t cultrlY stla.ll e ttn g letter s ; to Jack RUCbH or Qieenlland , t or ht 1 lntere1t lnc cca:imta on th e tape ; t.o our nf'llt'eat postal mlllbtra ttr. Han")' eurtls or l pPft ch, Q'ld , Ylhoc"' art 1!11.t t o wel oaoe t.o tlle reM a; old trl end t OC1 Dob,oo ot Vl ctor t a llltloc we had hoped t o welOOC)II to thl a meet ing - hope you are t etltnc bet ter now, TOD - aocct to btm" tr<ll BUl Od'M!er , f'rank lhtln , Han-y Sr'Oater and Don Websttr wit h an u tr a l one n tw,:r lett.tr rroc kon Hoc:tcson to ccq>ltU our WK>rl~ wide CCJera&• ot n•• · Pltuln& al.a to h.an a lf'tfltlng from aerou the Conttnen t -··-·------- ...... -...... _ ... _.., .. __ ... _~--.. -. .. _ .... _ .. , ..... -.--... ·--... -- ..... 
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Blake enthus t s st OO!"don 8'IWI •I ng cheer i o ••• and from t ~ 'telT l t crJ , l etters fra:I 
absent collecto r s, Bruce Fowl er , Bill Hall ancl £rlo CopeQl'l shar i ng th e l'l8tt lng tn sp irit. 

'The Hm:lllton enthl.s l asts Ulen toot the floor in:1 the recalnder or the eTenl~ wu 
,!llent In n rbal fist i cuf fs a.s ceat>er s d i scussed a t:JOSt provocat i ve arti cl e recent lY putr 
lt shed In th e New Str'and •nie Hdl \rtl.o Hade Bunter , • b)' Pm Bhll't', Second J'OWld ot the 
bc::Ut reatund the new}J' publt11hed .lutobtograiitl)' l'tlen one rie::ber posed the queat l on •Dtd 
t hi s book reveal the real Charl es H81'l11t.on?• Even th e st-OUnch Blake ~porters found the r:r 
selves t *- ln& pert tn th i s lllOst sttwl a t t ng e:&CL'wl&e or v i ews and It was wt.th regre t that 
the t:18&t lng ended at 9 o•clock . 

Ned>ers took the Hatilllt on discussion al ong to the l oo.al cotree shop '*1.m It 'fllB!I 
continued mder ooat enj oyable clrctlC'..stances. 

Next routd to be staged on October 11th , sa.ll! pl ace , s.x:.e t l oe , all contest.ants 
wetcoce, 

B. PJ..TE - Secre tary . 

~tng held §th Septmber 1 1962 
ceorr re:r Wilde, cur Cbalr'tlln, was unable to be with us this t10nth , so the me t ing 

wa.s ope:ned at the usual ttne by J ack Wood, who, u he put tt, was t ~ headc.aster 
ror tbe oocru,t on. There were thtrt-een or us present , 8ld m apol ogy was reoetnd troci 
ffetTY LB.vendel". We were s ony to hear that Harold BusbY l s Ill , l!f'd wish ht ci a ,peedY 
rccovel")' and retu rn to tbe told. It 'lll6S a great pl euure to see Gem Al.118()(1 bade once 
aore , l ookln& tlt afte r hts recent tllness . We were .also gl ad to han wit h ua Tony Pot t s , 
!fl old stal.Jrfart. 'flhcm we se ldcn aee n°"3da11 as he ts r es ident 1n London. 

W t oonth •a coci,etltl on was dlseussed , md It appear s that Greytrlars ls a ttra 
ravourn e SDOn& au:t>ers or thi s c ltb . or t.he ntne oaoea tnYol Yed, no l ess than seven 
were c;reytr ters characters, Bob Olen,' bet._ ti» most popular choice. 11\e other two were 
dcuct t ves , Saxton Blake and Nel sen Lee. 

At ter t omal busines s hod been c:te:1.lt with , we proceeded wi th our feature t~ favour ­
ite cNl)te r, ' ttlts nonth• s r eader bei ng Ernest lr.tll t.ehead and Ron Hodgson. Ernest read 
CM,pter 1 or the r trst hof'd,,<::over Bunter book , •Btlly Bunter of Greytrlon Bchool ,' ,ti lch 
had us t.n a cont i nual chuckle . Ron' s choice wu 1n oore ser i ous ntn , tie lrc an -extr act 
rroo tl'le GD1 Ch"l sttua Number o r 1935, ..-i tch featured that outstandln& yarn or St. J t t1' 1, 
'UobodY' 1 StUdY.' Tb9n Ron read us part or a lfl.S~ ILE atOl"J' tn th e Ezra Cllfrke aert ea 
Jtllt'.h descr ibed how ooe or hts tr tcka wit h a l'l1n-or gave th e redoubt abl e Edlirat"d Ona ld 
HaD:ttorth a considerab l e .mock. 

Attar a break tor ret'Nlhc:lent a , •e had a «q>et l t l oo dn t sed bl' Oen-7 J.llbon ln 
'lffllch we had t o supplY tbe a.l ss t ng Chrlst l lJ'l nanes or surnaoes or ?artou.1 ONY'trl ars 
ctiaraeters. 

Next D011th•s cee ttng w1111nel ude a ttlJ:I Show, theae to be supplied b7 11ollY 1111.soo 
ar.s TOD Roach, arr:1 scme of us are l ookq t onrard t o s eat ng oursell'ea on i.he SCNen. 

Next met i ng, 13th Oct ober . 
F' • HANCOCK ... Hon. Beere tar)' . 

U: M CTN!SI.§ urn 
Fr ank Case coot t r eatat a holl daf at our f500Ua host.elr)' . He sa,ya lt ta a irand 

spot t n earl7 AUtlD'I• Here, this t loc, t , wbat he wrote In th e Visitor's Book • 

• It ta 8&9iY to be beyond crl tlcta just Sf/¥ noth i ng, do notbtng , 
and be noth ing, ' --·-- .... -- ... --··-·----- .. , ... -..... --·-·· . ___ ... ___ .............. -
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No, a, •THE FIF'n! F'ORH AT s:r, pot11H1C§' (Talbot Batnea Reed) 

It 1:s obvlou, that 1 1'1.e Fif th Poro at st . Doclntcs • could bo t be l eft out of a U st 
or Hard Cover Cla..ulcs , not juat because or tu: aucceas aa a :StOIT or school l tte pUN 
and s!Dl>l e, but beea.UJe or tb e iq)ort.8n t pl ace It has atta ined over Ole 1ean 1n th e 
his t-Ory or such 11 terature . 

It le WUl&cesaary t o g lw an out li ne or this tl ne school story beeauae 11 la · . 
too well knON'I to cost or UJ read ers ror a reSD ot Its pl ot , hottever lhort , t.o be 
auppl ted her.. First published i n 1881 as a Hr l al In tbe BoJ•' Ot1n Paper, !ta IIJCeess 
waa so great that It soon appeared ln hard cover form. ttany editions l'law be«i pr lnt.e<11 
how CIBll)' I camot say but It cuat be a wry cons iderable JUJber . The 1tC17 bas been 
cooe Into a tllm and ha.a appeared as a serial on s.s.c . f .v . Despit e certain ref erences 
or tl oe 5'\d pl ace It st ill reads Tel")' ..ell, even iodS,f. 

•The F'ltth Fora at. St. Doc:lnles9 hold s an lcl)ortant plaea In the hi s tory or th e 
school sto l")' because It came on th& scene at ju.st the r i ght ttoe . The rtrst acbool 
st.01"7 ever flll"ltten, at le ast to all practical Int.en.ts a\d purposes , h urdoubHdlY • TOQ 
Brotrl'a Sehool.d.a1s,• 1'h1ch t lr at appeared 1n 1857. Its Slcce.sa Ma o::inal derab l e and lt 
was cl osel)' followed by tbst r ather derided tal e , 'Eri c , Of' Littl e by- Ltttl e ,• whlob 
al so went Into C8l1 editi ons . Both th ese school sto ri es, however, aere ot the • rea1. l1tt C" 
tn>e lf'ld lt t s very doOOttu.l tflether t hey were ac'Wal.11 ,a,t tien entirely' t or baya. I~ 
deed , I doUbt 'llt!ether at th e t ime any 8.lthor had a:erloual,1 coo.s t<l.ered wrlt lng st<rtea: 
to hard cover torm aol e]y t<r youthtul OOl\a\Jllltloo tor the reuon that slCh readers 
hllrdlJ ex i st ed ln a1cttc l ent mlObers t o make sueh a proclle t 10n worth'ltllle . 

The Hant Cover Stcr t es tfllch f oll owed •tom Bro'llfll' aid •Eric• howeYer, wer e poor 
ef forts, mostll' writ ten by he avy hanclid moralisu , In a peeudo-Ertc st;J l e. When th e 
week]y serlaltst.s cace to rea lts e the potenc.lal i ttes of the school story tn th e l at.e 
6oa, th erefore , they tntrodUCed sensat ional etteeta fltltcb not On.11 put paid to t.be p.eldo­
Erle acyle of yam but brought about a split bt:twea'l the Hard Cover writ ers and the 
CODtl'Jbutor a t o th e week}y typt: ot paper ltllch ha., pers i sted dQll'l to th e pre.sen t da1. 

8)' the Sos of the last centm')' tt was ob'flws th at the youthtul ty pe or r eader , 
and partlcul.nr }y the bett er educated ones , "'8re tir ing ot bor.h th e senaati onal sd1ool 
stor, or th e weeklies and the continual oora.Uzt ng or the tew Hard Cover sto r ies written 
cllr tng thJa peri od. Tbe tlae was rtpe tor the t"e*ecergence ot the •r eal latl c• sch ool 
:yam 800 lt ce.ce as 'The F'ltth Form at St . Doolnl cs.r 

Hr. Reed' s story , ho-..eTer , NBS or a sll &htly dtr ferent tom t o both 'Tom Brot111,• 
and ' Er le'. It was not or such S'I extreme 're al 1s tlc8 ey,pe as tts Qllc predecesso r s and 
thh was matn]y due t.o the ract f.hat not oal)' waa t t written alClost enU r eJ.y t or boys , but 
i t mJ.S written ror t he Rellgtcxu Troct soc t ety , t he publi sher s ot the B.O. P. A ciore moder 
ot.e tm e wu therer ore needed t or ftl'J' obvious N aaons. 

Despit e the lat t er dl sab t Ucy , school.boy readers t oond th e s tory 1.rTealst. Jbl e• 
R.,re was a yam whld!. con-esponded t.o sme tbtng U ke their own e,rpert enees at ,IChool. 
1he sales ot th e B.O.P., founded Jn 1879 t o cater ror l21e ever-gro wing yootll:tul re8dtng 
publto aoong th e oldd l e and uwer classes cl lclbed stead llY tn a mo.,t ltli>Nsahe t ub Ion. 
ttr. Reed rose to tbe demands or the oecaa lcn wltb a number of other tine adlool 7am s. Sld 
other school story ..-tters began t o appeal' on the scene llLose wont probabl.y reached th 
peot ln the pl'l£ea or that out atend l ng bo7s' PI.Clir 'the Ceptatn• tn the per iod before I.be 
1911,118 war. 

' The Ptcth f om at st. Doclntes' has come to be accepted: a.a a •elul lc' tor ao 
man;y rears and It ooces al.DOst aa a shook to read !i'1 adVerse cr lt tc t sm ot It t n en 
Int.roouctton to anot her • olasstc• reviewed Jn tb l s 1ert ea as •one of th e f als iti es or 
Talbot Baine s Reed.1 The person ,t,o wrote that Introduct ion haCI m.l£h tn ccm:,on wt th 
many present d.a)' crtttc.s tor tn bt s pre face he endeavoured to pr a i se t hat pal' ticular 
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yarn ty m r t l.1 dtspar aetrc the etrcru ot othera.. 'lhe dtfrt cultl u that Retct had to 

contend wlth ln wrtttng hla at.or)' .. hi waa wri ting tor a. Religi ous SocletY who dee.anded 

a oertaln t ent and standard , (f'l(1 that hi was 1lll"ltlnc altlOst exclustv el)' tor school ba)' 

re ader s , "'" Just not cons idered wof'th1 or centlon «- ca11ldt r:tt1on . Yet desp i te SJCh 

crttlctm nr . Reed' s stay wUl al way, be rmmbirllid wttb att eott cn. 
!h ey a:, that lclt4tlon ts th t alncEN st tom or tlatw-y. •The Ptrth Poni at 

sc. DOCltntca' aet a .standard tor school 1t.orles th .i t otller writer slntahl,y copied not 

«ilY tn booka MCI weekl.Y papers tll't ae tuall.J In th t pages or th t B.O.P. Itself . Rea1Hn& 

thz,:,ugh an old bound 'YOllrlt ot the P'l,Pt r sooe year, ago I om across e st ory called 

•ltlder rt. HGZTOW' bY J ohn Lea , Sld l o an::I behold tb e whole ot the Cl~lrc rod tnctdent 
concemllll: Loall and UM pub-keepe!". Q-lpps In ttr. Rte d• s st.cry was o:::rt or l e.as rr 

Jlf'O(l>ced 1n thi s yam. tt-. Reed , • u • I d'Jlnk died, C!en 1 1kldtr tb e Hal"1'0W' 1'31 putr­

llll'led wt t S'l wondering tfl ether Joint.ea was a N &l person .. er was th t 1)017 a post.-

11.D!XKlS (flt or Hr. Reedt s written under a p,eudoeyr:r? Perhap1 ICl:l8 ad':ltrer or tr . Ru d'• 

can enl lght ea tit? 

Lt'OP()OL'S W tpRT 

Hr. w. o. G. LOrts' arttela tn th e Septecber issue or Collectors ' Ol&U t has 

caused a stir on Ner1ey1lde. The northern paper, ' Tht L1Ye[1)00l tchc.19 1ave quit e an 

SJCU)t ot splOAI to tb e 9.lbJect un:ier a large hHdtnc 1 rh • f aDI ot LITI!rPOOl' • Toa Hl1T1.' 
tr-. George Ril.lTl9CO, th t columtst. or the Echo, ac.oted th3t t.ht poet.ts real naat ,.,,, 

c,ora, F'Nlderlot Robinson , wtlo dted ln 19~ at t.ht aa:• ot 7S. Nr. KnzTlson writ.es: 

· ~ guess 11 that PrMk. Rtchards proboblJ toe« th e nace troa our poet , tor the Lln rpoo l 

TOtl. NeJTY NI a well-knowi entert ainer before F'rarlk Richards be,an hts aohool st-Ortea. • 
It' s an tnieNst lrc poaal bUtty , but Collectcrst Diges t d'Jlnka It rather unltk • lY• 

R£VIE W § 

Rlclu'lal cr,oq,i.on t, back 1n spaKUng ton:,; In tbts latest coll ection or stories 

ot the cost lol'ot>le SCQ In tl cttcn . There are onJ7 s lz ,epiy"ete atcrlea tn I.his new 

book, but c,o1t or Uleo ore longer than th e average wnu~ &hcrt story . Vi ol et £ltzfl"' 

bt t.h Bott 1, htr ad0r3llle. llapln& aelt In the ,t cry concern~ the tre aaire , flhlcb 

tn:asure , a, lt manatee rrm the brain or Kubert Lane, Is not ot hllh l'al ut to t.be 

C-,.t.1.-rs. TM tunnl t.st 7nm In U. new boot ls pemap, •w1111m and Detto tln J ournal. Id 

tn Jt\lch Wtlltaa , b7 th t mJUJ.cr•a brUllMt use or cotncJden ce Sid e.ontr11'ettct , b lllldecl 

In one ot t.ht moat htlorloua sttt14tlona ot hta hectlo career . 
Brot.ht r Robert la , as uSJal , up In Ute cloud• w112l the cmt beauttrul girl In th e 

world - ,en.rat or Ulec - and J.rehte tt"flntstar puts In appearancu t o add to the run . 

•w1111a1 Treasure Tron- 11 a ttn e 11:ttt tor your tsvourtta JOln& nephew - but 

Nad tt yourMJ.r ttrst . h tr 1ou wwla'l•t . 
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o.s .s. c . L.ondon Sectlon er 
c .o. Ottl ce. J/9) 

J. wel cc:ce COC1P"1lct1 to the list or Hn&ne t Tltl ea , M ho.Tl h ere a C1&11l ve pi ece ot 
r ueardl l!Qrk , 'ftlleh &ITH t be titl e or •• UT Oeo ever publllh ed , partloulers or "' ' " IOCNI of 1 tor 111"'" NJ>rl nt.ed, and \bl naoea or cen1 or Ult rlt era or the subat llUt e 
at.cries 'llbteh c,pearea In \bO Gm. It ta lndl .,enmb l e tor M70lll: .t\o 11 eTen all &hllY 
Interested In at. J t=• 1 Md Cb• Ct=. 

· The onlY er ttt clm one can QMe la th.at -.Wsttt.uu ttort ea c.t&ht. ha.Te been tnd l• 
o.:it ed a.a mch , even nllm W MDI or t he actual writ er • • not know. Aa l t ta, one gt ta 
the OTe.nll 11:c>reastcn d\ at O\er l ea: HaoSltCl'l wrote n an moN atcrt u t cr Ula Gem t.Nn ht 
eGtuall.Y did. However, that 11 a minor deta il, NI txtrtcll: lY uae tul book , btghJ.1 re­
oa:cencl ed c.o ffery Dt,.u t nader , 

YOURS SINCERELY 

~ PA~ (Ea»t Dllwlch): 1he Naen•t, retelT'Qd to by your Hornchurch read er , 11 
No. , enc.tt ed •The 8Und8Y CrUaadw-a.• The wcrda 18kt rwr •, 8UprtDI Sacr trtcell MIN 
tha capti on on th e f ront oow r. n. .c.cr.,. wa, writt en by Oto l"I• Rld'llond Ssmrraya. 

(Kr . Packcan p'N ua U. above ln t on::iatt on within an hour er t.'90 or the publi ca ti on ot 
tbt Bept eab .. Coll ect ors' Dl&esC.. We pauld on d'l.e dllt a ll a to CU' HomctlJrch reader . 
SeTeral OOP?\ other Naderi 'IW'Ote to u, t n 1la llar t tn111• a,d 111e thMk tt i l"Yb<>df ,t\o 
d l d ao. - m .) 

~ J~U!;":: !~ r!.,~O't'I 'Darrc1', Dl&T'Y" - and how aboUt anotber BUddle n oJT l n 

RCJiHIE HltnJJ! ( Braz il ): I OCI one ot th e 11:nut ne ' Old Boy,.. as tar ae tb t Coq)an l M Papers art concerned . al though r dofll t go DUCh t or the 81111 13'.rl\er 1l epst lc1t , tutt . 
I 10 more t or Ult sturr you oon real.lY £8t your teet h In •• Harry Whorton• Honey NeWlandt 
Dlot Pm t old t t om JledWtng, S'ld 8:JtthY - n&n th e ooeu l onal &liq>aea ot U\e bet ter H lt ot Snoop . Whtre , tor tnat enoe. could one tlnd ciore pathol and draca Chen Sn t.be 1l n&).t , c.cry •Colc.U'd•a CoUl"ale" ot 1929 or ln i.ht ,..,_ac.cry aer ie, 'The l1>'at4 r7 ot Narft Linl.,. 
tnd 'und er S\lsp tcl~ 

t?J,~fflnoi~~ed8!~>~1o~t~bet!'1~!'1!1!!':! :Te~,10~~:~n;•o:c;r:'H:r! ~:;!! 
Hocecomtna• (Clea '93) 7 1 had to fetch QJ Oea t o oat• IUr'e It waan•t a Np.rodUcU on. 

5UIJtF~ !:;•~:>~, ~;; pleaa t ban an arti cle on U'le Non1t.er Library . Bow l q 

(Over to )'OUt Lt t Can,L ED. ) 

W6:ctilfnc?!!•~w=~; ~~~~~·:..~~!° ~1:!~~~~':' b~ ~ l~c:; 7 "°f oe°:'-
bal! • RPC•l 2'l l QQklrw, ~~ .oc:ie or the ol dir 011uu I t lnd tbtJ ..are IIICb 110N 
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1ntercst lng - the re were s o t'ELnY ar ti cles , etc . , sa:ietlries ronn t ng Into two or thre e 
po.ges. Ia J ack Wood ltiart or oot erlal.7 H he ls , I think he ought to chase up SOCJe or 
his bel 3ted correspondents . 

( OnlY the Leel tes thee.selve s om oe.ke ~ tor th e det1ct ency. We appealed tor Lee ca t.erlal 
on)Y a roonth or two ago ... D>.) 

O.~~ ~W!\J!e:.;!~)~!~s 1
~ri ~ ':!1::e!~~~~ ~ ~:~O:;e~d~ ~ ~~:~he~~g~t 

ularlY , aro they oet a need tor ce , assua&lng ru gn.aftlng hCXJeslekness . In 1929, t had 
th e opponlllltY to COl!ll t o the u. sJ. . cf)(l thouth the g<Jlden dra ms t aded at om e 1n the 

depres s ion, lt has on tbe whol e, l $1ppose, beoo a aood U'ltng. I h1mm• t beea:ie weaJ.UW, 
oot have good hcolth and c:, share or sattst nettons , toget h~ with a deep, li ngering 
nostalg i a t<::r Dlg).and, lll<1 a world I knCM" has passed beyond reo .nll, excep t In pr int m\d 
me.."Xlf'Y • Ola::"les Hat11lton• s T~rk fil l ed a need at that per iod - and ever s i nce . 

~m-\;~ uri~d ~J~~e~! n!~ ~:\, 0~\=~~~ ! .,;~~~:.}~ttnd 
soriot.ht ng ot Intere st t n hi s partte ul QI' t t tl d. Hew t:i.t e was •a.n. t n Counetl • l With 
so oan:y people, It ycu took: away thetr T'Yla , th ey Just woul dn' t know how t.o ecwe th ec­
aEtves. 

~~ ~ ~oof! re: }~ee ~~~~ fn~ .~~s. :~r:;~~:rer:c ~~ :;s t~!~ t~~t fi!n~:o~! !o. 
night .• I ~ r tt rron years ngo, ard would l' QI')' CJJCh Uke t o kn"" the ftmle P<leD, 
os 1 e.r.i sure l ots or other reade r s would. Also, I wond er tt S(Dlone eoul( oblt ge "1t h 
K lpllngt s • Jt • ' 

(Spaco Is too tl&ht, l renr , ror us to publlstl th ese t oo ch.."II'TJ1r.g poeos tn the Diges t. 
HOWOVGr, both •vtt ai Laq)ad n' b1' Newport , and Kipltnga •tr• as ffl!ll as a l arae nuct>er or 
other ravoorite pOEcs can be f ound tn •ver se Worth Rel:lld>ert ng• published r:,y HacDIUen, 
This schOol textbook onJy costs 3. rew shllU ngs. - ED. } 

R.AT ~ {Tipt on) : The Sept et:t>er cover or c . o. t s excelle nt . It rust be 01'9.r 30 years 
~st purchased a Jes te r, but I could rec ognize near ly al l th e Ill ustra ti ons al ­
though th e ir naoes were beyond~ ocl:X)(")'. OUr ror. t.hlY cae: has gone troo strength t o 
st rength - to "O' surpr i se. I thought It would rtz.zl e oot atc.er Herbert passed on. t1r 
favour i te tt eas toda.Y are 1. Qwcs In Counc n C a good editori al riakes a tin e stu t.) 
2. •1,ett s Be Contl'Overs t a.11 • ,. Yours stneere Jy. 4. Club re port s . S. El'eryt,hlng el se 
EXCEPT 1. oaneyt s DlatY. 1h1s feature lrrl ta t es oe. Denny seem a sac .speclaen a,d I 
wt:;h ht s d13l'Y would be l ost . 2. Ye Old e cyn t que Inn .. out ot pl ace ln c .o. I11:1 cos t 
entl'lus last1c abCllt Hr. Ola.lJl6ll' S Greyrrl e.rs Gall ery . 1hts hOUld be th e but new t ee.tun r 
tor sneral years. 

~~::!~~ t/~e no~~:~~:1~ :~~~ b.::"~~~17s~~!e "°' 
gone t<r a~ has been redtac overed end 1t r:r:, tute tor "1at ~ people c le ar].y regard 
as Juvenile U teraWN ts a s i gn or eccentrlctty , then at l east I art t n ve"' good 
ca:<>MY, 

~~~~;
1
¥1t,r~~:«1~ss l( ~~~~!t~ez-:1:S ~· ~~:: ~:1S:). 1

~c.": s~~~e!n 
tn colour, and CClltal ned 30tl! rtne st ories illu strat ed b.Y £r t o Park.or. Socs or the ~ 
trol charaetera waN Wtrel ess WJllt e and Bert i e BroOOcas t, Ferdi nand Ule tlNrt&hter , 
Cl ara the cl eaner . Stot'J es - 'Ned and Ted Twain, th e Twln Tec.,. 1 •The Sl euth ot the 

( 

l 
I 
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eeaae {Harvey treyt.on, deteetlw) . Untortunatel.7 , lik e tt s ecq,enton paper, •The Golaen 
Penn19 (not to be contused "1th an A. P. ooclo of sloller naoel lt dld not ca'<tl on. 

ffi!;~YJ:~S:~~JJ, ~~~·F~ ~~ed;t:~r ~ :~!~t!11PQM)' 
oant t reeteeber t o 'ltla:;i. Thta Haleoln 1tutr Cl.I.at b8 quite rare. I han not been abl e to 
Obtoln anything use end there Is nothlna: ot hl1 in Che Brt tlah l'l.11,eum. A.a t now ha" 
8CD8 reason to bellen that <21.srlea Hatl11tmt1 ear li est 1lmit appeared 1n e lt.h.er th11 er . 
a state r aeries, I should be grnt.etul 1t tlle bu7er, Md an,one el ae who aay- happm '° 
ha'Ve anythtna at all publ tshed b7 Halool.m, would aet ln touch wtth oe. 

:r~e ~=\~!= ~~:.!:r c!'.:~h~ ~:~~ m:e::1~!~!~~~~ =,ec1 
or the hlgh ooral and ~ ton e t.o be found In tht Kagnet. 

~ (D.moon): I o:ust confess to bdrc a Fnrlk Rtchards 1 can il' e?T ttoe, tui J 
~ at I tt001d exacJ.ne, troc ey noct on ha!, ma tnri meinory, soae ot UM 'har'd 
co~ worka 1 reatl dom the years . I Utlnk th e Fl~ booka were ~ fal'ourltas, bUt 
one yarn b1 Cleaver, 'The Honour or the Oame,• will tor ner reoetn tn r:tf cemor,., I al so 
rated WodehoUset s yems htghl)r . Anotbir' euthor who ,rote a rattUnc &ood IOhool Jam 
was Anton Ll nd . Hts 4l tonbury aeries wtN coq>etentlJ pmned.. A yam entitled •flle 
Rea..sedale Bebool ~lter,t't bf a Scot ruad &:ltth , 'IIJaS anoth er or ~ t.Na&INa. Alu, I 
l oaned ft - Md never 181!1' tt agatn. I WOUld atve a lot to have a copy of thl s wcrk on 
my she l vea: asatn. ' 

(Br a colnoldenee, there wa.s or lglnal}y a rererenoe to t.he Reutdale School at.or)' tn 
thla monlh's Lett s Be Controversial . OUr Controversial ... 1ter deaort~ lt a.s a raN 
and extreo elY good tiQ'stery at.o17 or school Ur e. Far N&«ina or apace. t he P81"8C1"8Ph •aa 
deleted bJ the edttbrtBl blue pencil. - ED.) 

i~ ofilP!~l~~c=~dg~,...ie~~ ~!i~::a::= ~~e~to~ f~t ~ld~~ :ate~;;r a~e~ 
Very Gall ont Centleoen.• t was stlrnd PNCoundlY by Courtn e:Y's death but Cel t th • th etl$ 
had no pl ace In tbe 118.gnet. 411 veey Mll t or th e editor t o SaJ that death wns .!KElethtng 
we should au thlM. aboUt sooetlce.s - but not through readtng the Nagnet. I waa deeplY 
to uched over Courtney's l ove ~ra tr with Vl Valence. I still reoer:t>er a ehepter tn the 
st ory, called 11Sprtogt 1oe or Youth.• lt ltn gered and t used It as a chapt er heading i n 
r/1" ttrst published novel •Romnt lc Youth• In t9J3 , ForQ'"'slx years ago. And It• s a t ac t 
thot I haven' t seen elt.ber or the se Magnets stnee 1 read the e llitlen I was 13. 

-------------------------------------------
~I . ( eonelUdod tran page )2) • • 

to corr ecti on but , In tl!.e oa ln, the tb a.cqr,ound ' c.ater lal and the aettlnga tor the 
varlous Incidents give an tcoresston or authent lclcy unequalled ln any s,e.L., old or 

""'· 
~i.h bQOQ carry notes • about the author', pott&d histori es Whtch We Interesting 
read ing. Phtllp Q\acbers coo:ients on th e Bl ake Saga hove speci al Int erest t or old 
re3Clers. 

The 18)"-0ut t or the cover design tor No. 5117 Ktller Poe.It was ncellent but no-one 
fac tlt ar with the viril e sketches or Bl ake , Tinker ond Peula used t or ac:tnrttaemen, 
purposes could r ecognise them 1n theH thNe drooping , unt ldY cre a ture s were lt no, tor 
their assoc l atl oo with the dog. 
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.l book "11eh wtll pl tan som 
reeder• Md 11'T'lt.at e others, by tt 1 
unusual i,Nsentatton . 

Pedro mleea a Mlcoce N tum to 
the pages or the s.B .L. IIIOOOll)S'll ed 
by his son, tianuel, result ot a 
•spect acular cil Slllltanee , • and a 
potent laUy treat d\aracte r. 

th is ls a story of the HW'lt and 
Hunts:.eni of lW'der , arson and trad e 
r tvalr)"; or o. ch lld blactca ll er J 
Md of Pedro ' a ,u.pert orU .y In 
lnt elltcJ. over Sexton Blekt .. • a 
t'eallf well• c.ratned re ll Gble zwi , 
regrett4bl.7 U ebl t t o be a i sled by 
,urtact appeni-211cts, but not wit hout 
a rudtnmt.3.ry acuoen or hl1 Olll'l ' 
(Pedro•s l ecture t.o the Cmtne 
Councu , L~tving Cream Stctton}. 

Well '""'llrltten , wit h M lnt1N1ttne 
pl ot , end pl enty of exc tteoent, the 
book ahoW.s ua Hr. Nc:NelllY In 
lighter vein. It al,o catTlea last 
aontb• 1 suggest Ion that tll:lnaa are 
not well f ln.:inctan, at Berttelq 
Square one atnse further . 
IU~ Plllllp w~ ChlEber a 

A book to deli ght an lonra or 
Seeret Senlce ya,n s , The hlgb 
standard or wr tt! na atone oak.es 
tbJ.s noTel a mat tor on coll eetora ' 
~ l ns. 

It deal.a with Bl nke', eff ort s t o 
NICUI o Russian & lrl t roa her OWfl 

com try at. gNa t risk to his: Cl'lrl u re , 11nee • Hoaco"' a ftle on hl o ms t.m r "t thtck1' ae 
Tinker said , ln ol"der to end Russ ian bl.ac.kmtl other hU&bond - a Br itish ru cl ear physt clat 
1110r1tlnc on tbe a pplt cattoo or Newton' • seconoar, lnw to spaoe-sb l p propullton . '?he yoq 
con, ordered to hmd OTW' all docl.Dents rel4tln& to th e new reactor to Coa:u\ llt agent , , 
took hi s problec to stOLD"lt y • and cra Ul e sent tor Sext Ol'J Bl ake. 

Ot.spl t e rig orous prec.,.utt ona and a car-ttul l.7 plMn ed dlllllJJse Blake wn.a su,pected bJ 
Russ ian of tJctals a, ,con a, h e aJT l nd bUt h e Dlflaged to at.8,1 one j\q, ahead of the tne~ 
through a strle, ot hcn'ow1na adTenturea; to setza opportt11lt¥ b1' It s one recal nt ne heir 
'ltlen he wa, bet~ed by :n au oc l3.t e, and to cake a dar l.ng tN,3p1, acco~led bJ t.be 
YOtll.i wtt e, t o cor:plet t hi s a lHton . 

Wrttt na, dialogue , choracterlf.8t ton, pl ot and at.ory are all excell ent.. A mo,t enJoyv 
able book. Tbe new reactor 80U1da .o rau tbl e that one wonders tlby t.1'0 areat nation s 
bother wltb heal')' r oekcta instead of usq Hr. ~ am.rt,-, to the atar,. Qo-atll e' s 
coa:lt'!flts on Russtnn Int e lligence n ach l tTementa are possl b).y open {conolud ed OD p.\8e Jt) 

~H:r'e/~ fa:: ~f&a~~1l!~.~~~·f2~'Yb: ~~l~~~~: 


