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Cllllffi IN COUNCIL 

'of!AT 'S Ill A HEADING? 
Evidently a lot, when it happens to be CHUMS IN COUNCIL, I was 

quite taken aback at th e lar ge number of readers who have written me 
erpressing regret at the dropping of our Chums in Council heading which 
introduced the Editorial during a good many months this year , Some 
r eally loved the happy picture; othe r s feel that the words themselves 
are appropriate. It is pleasant to realise that my monthly chat is a 
chtmmy little occasion. 

As our readers lmow, it is our policy to change headings from 
time to time - variety is th e spice of life - but I promise you that 
we will bring beck the ol d Chums in Council heading occasional l y . The 
vords , at any rate, won't be over l ooked. 

OUR CHRISTMAS NUMBER 
Next month, in the words of bygone days , we sha ll brin g you OUR 

GRAND CHRISTMAS NUMBER of COLLECTORS I DIGEST. Readers will rejoice to 
lmov that it will be yet another of our special mLARGED issues which 
have been a feature of our year . It will contain, along with plenty 
of other seasonable fare , "fo!ERRY CIIlUSTMAS• MR. BUDDLE", a story of 
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Slade with Hr. 13\>ddle and Meredi t h in a bat tle of wits and wills. 

ST. FRANK'S 
Our St. Frank's fans, and, of course, everybody who enjoys a 

deli;!htful article, wi ll be happy t o know that our NELSON LEE OOLUMN 
in our Christmas Number will contain "! TOUCH OF WINTER" by Toey Glynn. 
The topic sounds chi lly, but the article , like Christmas itself, is 
warm as toast. You're going to love it . 

A reeder wrote me recently that he will always suppo rt C.D., "so 
l ong as St. Frank 's is not pushed too much into the bae>kground." My 
reader used the wrong verb. St. Frank's will never be "push ed" into 
the background. Your Editor will see to that . If it "dro ps• into the 
background, it will be the faul~ of our Lee fans themselves. I !mow, 
of course, that some of our exper t s in Lee lore are very busy men. 

Your edito r also, like Mr. Scarle t , hes his busy moment s - but 
C.D. still drops t hrough your lett er-boxes early each mont h. 

And all our valued contributors are reninded that an article which 
i s not too long is much more likely to see print quickly than one which 
runs to l ength. 

COIICJ,l!NING SUBSCRIPI'IONS 
An old aphori sm, which might prove embarrassing if taken too 

lit erally , tells us that he who peys promptly peys twic e, Certainly, a 
subscriber who renews his subscription promptly, saves us a good deal 
of work at this office . 

Our late editor got himse l f into difficulties by continuing to 
mail copies of th e Digest to r eaders whose subsc ri ptions had lon g ex­
pired. We made up our minds to avoid thi s pitfall and t he consequent 
difficultie s , but our rule was slackly applied so that we bow find a 
good many r eaders well in arrears vi th their subs, This means additional 
book- keeping , and , as a reminder slip goes out each month until a sub­
scription is renewed, it means that, in the past 18 months or so , we have 
sent hundreds more reminder slips than should have been necessary. 
Which al l adds to the very heavy expense of producing the magazihe. It 
al so means that a reader is justified in saying , "I only ordered so 
many copies . You had no business to send more." 

Our dispatch department is being instructed that, from January 
next, a copy is to be mailed f or one month after the expiry of a sub­
scription. Actu ally that means two month ' s grace for every reader. If 
t he sub is not renewed durin g tha t period it will be assumed that the 
magazine i s no longer required, We beli eve t hat our readers will r<>­
gard this as a reasonable arrangement. 
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THE NICEST ProPLE 
Tom Porter of our Midl and Club has , for a very l ong time, been 

seeking just one copy of the School boys I Own Libra ry to complete the 
entire se t. We ar e delighted to know that Mr. Por te r has at last succ­
essfully obtained this l as t copy . It reac hed him from C. D. reade r Dr. 
Neill of Hornchurch who insisted tha t Mr. Port er should accep t this 
rare coll ectors • it em as a gif t. We congra tulate Mr. Porte r - and ve 
congra tulate Dr . Nei ll . Truly the very nice s t peopl e , as I have 
comment ed bef ore , are to be fotmd among C.D. readers. 

THE AJINUAL 
The final work is now going into our mighty Year Book - Collect­

ors • Diges t Annual fo r 1962 . Have you booked your happy Christmas 
reading'? There is s till pl anty of time, but don 't le ave it to o late. 

THE EDITOR. 

* * * * * * * * • 
BILLY BUNTER'S Cl!RISTl:AS CIRCW 

The London Club is organi s in g a P3rty to vi sit the new Billy 
Bunt er show at the Queens Theat r e , London, on Saturday, January 5th. 
Stal l s are ava il abl e at 15/- with the party, and it is hoped t hat 
pl enty of our readers will come al ong and j oin the fun. Applicati ons 
for t ickets shoul d be sent t o t he Editor of Col~ec t ors • Digest . Come 
along wit h your f ellow - hobbyi st s and join the party. 

Our Scot ti sh r eaders will be int ere sted to know that t he fir s t 
Bunter s t age play "Billy Bunt er's 1;,ystery Christmas " i s to be produced 
in Aberdeen i n December with Gerald Csmpion as Bunter , 

* * * * * * * * • 
BILL MARTIN 

Our readers hav e missed of late the full - page advertisement 
which Mr, Bill Martin inserted in Collectors' Digest for a number of 
years , Many coll ec tors all over the world have been able to add to 
their treasures by taking advan t age of th e services of Bill Martin , 

Mr, Martin has been in poor health for some time , and we 
r egre t to learn that he is now in Park Royal Hospi tal in North London. 
We wish Bill a speedy return to ro bus t health, and look forward to his 
rejoining our activit i es once a¢n , 
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(EDrroR •s NOTE: Dur1n« the s\.l!Eler an arti cl e by !Ir , Frank Sbav 
appear ed in t he NEW STRAIID MAGAZINE. Parts of th e articl e vere cri ti­
cised by our ovn review er, and IIBllY of our readers were hostile to some 

ot Mr, Shsv ' e comments, OOLIEC'l'ORS' Dlc:m'r hss placed space a t Mr, 

Shaw' s dispoael in ordo r thst he my reply to his criti cs . His reply 

vae ori ginally much longer . For roaeons of space it bad to be prun ed , 
and Mr, Shew himself approved the shorter version vbic h follow s . ) 

YOUR FRANK RICIWUXl - AND MINE 
FRANK SHAW replies: 

raan h41:;' fl.:::=~: ·.~:! J1'.. .,::r,J:?·1~-"'.:!t:)icbdop t.tw 

•otm, tnett eetual doo 
\.tlo daN a a ttack Dl'I' Olta t,.ar1;.()n••••' 
No ,r l u r uer bad douah.Utr s~ Port- ,tnc e Belloc tblmdered t.hoN l ints iban rrank 

Richard s bad trca 1wr Nader,. 81ll oc 1 1 broodlldt Ill)' have abodted ~ . Coul.'°'1 . Not 

btlna di.a md 1ntr r 1etua1 by S\1 m111s ( nan tt flll"Clll } ht Naatned . ntnrt.he l en. m­
obuhe<l , 

I too, on thta l.al:110\Jlht bettldteld, 
EYen 1f 'JD"'OClg I aa not .tl at 7Qll' Nadtrs tflO ban aualled me, '*'° " Tien 7ou 

have printed , MY I am. Lord knows what WN ea ld bJ tho .. you dial• t prtn t l 
I do not recognise c1neU tn tbet.r p lot.UN. !'hl a 11 not unreas onabl e, I wonder , 

bc,urver, tr anrone Pbo lmow1 IDI would recop'lllt lt, It 11, '° 11e, a oartoai.ure , Old 
the crttlOI Nad ibe ar t lol e? AU of It ? 

Thia l a• perado:l:lcal c.mpalgn, I • on your aide , No QJ.l.altns, Wu I nal t to 

ih:lnk , l01'1n& rm Rt dlanl1 11 111.mh u afG'on• , t.bts 1 ldt: ot ldol a '17 • I would bave 
YO\r &A)l'OYal? l WIII\Ud d ui,ec t ed it.. AN YOJ 1<10latord7 Dtd you N3d me a.a ~ 
Ml.Y u you ll)Uld have Nad •cokr t he Olaiii,ton OIJcl)•? 

'lbe S'IRAND tdlt.or haa JDen1 l etter 1 abOUt. Tb• alt&tit . ephemeral (11,., no t llua ton) 

pl eoe , non, , I tn:l ll"stand . crtttcal, Cot rudel- • a be11b aete r tor handicapped c:blldNn 

ln Austral.t a , I an• thre e hour• to anll'lt1'1n.g. Llb IO'lt lt he had edm1Nd. H•llt.c:m tar 
t ol'Q' years . 

Not. t.o plq tnt lr d7 troll lgnorabo t 9llberl I wro t4 •The Kan tllbo made bt.e~ I went. 

t.o Ult expert , tnclu:Hrw Hr . Wlndsar and Hr. Case, I obta ined , to t he dtlllht. ot rIJt 
T,V. watch er 100, aged 16 , back nuatiera . t N ed forty DICESTS back t.en years and the 

ANNUAI.B t or th e years back. (I had ear U tr cornaponded with Hainlltm hlmaelt . Hr . 
Ledur 1by and Nr. Fqne . } 

flw r uu lt , a l ong , ..., , or 'lblch Ult fJTIWfD pleat wu an apttomt , " u read b7 

men,y llliCtlera and bt.rd, t roa • • to- t.b.e NtrHYt lde o.a . , .c . wttbout llflY word or dlr 

eppro1'al and ltkt•lse a abort p i ece based en It ln Ult loc al newspaper end IIJ Janu ary 

OOUUEJt , lee, • • I say , you tt llowa __. . 
Did I have 1J1J1 other back&rOmd? In Ult tt Mntl H , and occulcnali, 1lnoe J r ead 

91)CNS ot at ltt-t>lt:icid IICbool at.ortaa. That h "*'f I tnaht. that. R.lchardt t tbl"OUSh mort 
proU tto. end lend , for a 1oncer Ume by IISl1 DON rHd tr a (be llfld tor a loneer t.tme ) 

ta not as good u Talbo t Batnu Reec1 or th t Mllbor or •The Cold Bat.I' ..S not. wn.er Cban 

Badaill• Cole, vac11, 11 of •nw Btu•• •s~ or nan Farrnr. Except. oocaalonallY . Bt 
11 UMl'lln t f91 t t b f? 

In 1915 I Nacl r:JT tlnt t1ACNE1"f at r.bt ac• ot ,1:r.. I Ntw:I I t. ""'larlJ mtt.11 
1928 ard oocu !onall.Y unt11 1938. 1 lnhertted f rom good older brolll e r a ea1·1Y oop lH 9'ld 

bc,uatlt. D)N In Llnrpo ol ·~ ,lhopa . Onot I c,e nt 'Ill pocke t IIOMJ tor a 

-"'*'• holldq Sn Wal.ea , th e "'1ole ~ 11J: md , u ltaDl)I tor l e tter, belle , Cl\...:::._ 
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chanc e tomd , ~ olles trlP::'Q' hocie, Redbacka end Creenbocka . 
• Have U'iey,• a N ader rlghtlY asks (C.D. Aucust ) or tolk ltke ae •read enOUgh or 

Haritlton to be COCl)etent judees? • 
I had a coU eetton Whld:I would now be env labl e - gene al as , like our youth. 
Dare I say I thoU&ht llttle of the Rookwood atort e s, but I read BOtst F'RtEH> wtth 

relish, 8'ljoytng Hinton ' s edttortals a.s Mll as BOYS• RF.AU1 and sports papers. Tlll l 
was twol w I t.ook NM \rOl:l£R and other coclcs. Robtn Hood and Dick Turpln were ebcut 
but I did not t@IJY tha:n 81'.d I waa no ten ot Sextcri Blak e. I bought the FOORPrnNIF.B when 
I could arroro to and or cours e I react tbe CD1, '*tldl. a.a I grew older, seemed t o me CION: 
maw.re thUl tl\e tl.lgnet . I al .90 had the Hi\RVEL, POPtn.AA, the 1,::inderru1 awt> IOO, BOYS• 
HACAZINE, OIIL[R~ IS NEW3P.lPER, SCHOOL FRIEW, srour, otl.!13, SOiOOL AND SPORT lfld th e 
CAPTAIN occasl onal l.7. 

Hai:illton '118.5, as I sa id, head lJld shoulders above hts fell ow backs, ni.e word was 
not Used pejcr atlvel)'. I am a hack, th ough not so smeessrul. 

H8t'QIIIIOl"th dtd publt:fl th ese stor 141s tor tbe penni es or newl.Y 11r.erate bo)'s. No 
ham tn that. Certo.lnlf MY Idea auch as your eorNspondent suue s t s or •capltaltst.­
gr tndtng, etc.• was tar rroo IIIY c tnd. Ha.rnsR'Orth al so wanted t.o kt ll the depl orabl e 
•p e~ bl oods.• Hts ec,loyec , Hamlltm, earned every tart,hlng h e recetTild Crom h lm aD:S 
otller bosses . .Alwa,s he gave th e best t.hat was 1n Mm. 

Sc::oe week.s that best wa.s not so aood. Someone has spoken ot hi! •paddtnc , • I t 
can•t be over l ooked. Another reader went further lftlen d la cuss lng tbe styltatlo ~stery 
tn the two •Rt o Xtd' aertes. Some weeks Hamilton tl!'Ote c,lcndld &nglll'tl prose . 8Q!MI 
weeks he did not . rew ot his st 1CC-baeked bOOks to &ti' mind, are well-wri tten . 'lbq 
were ba.,ed on an earlier , more inventi ve phase. Small bl8C19 t.o him tlld no surprise to 
non--l old ator s. By that i.toe oharactert sa t l on, former]¥ hts strong point , was ve~ thin. 
He used the same pl ots owr and onr 111Haln, the sam scenes, the same situati ons , almost 
the ssm, wonia. Host ll'lderstandabl e . But oon•t den)' It . 

He WBS ovent0rked. He had to repeat hl os elf . New generations or readers was om, 
t act.or. He did not thlnk Cbe t924 r eadera 1a'.>Uld be soeklng his stories out for LWlY 
t!lll.tlpl es of th e peflll1 In 1962. He "8J a hw:larl be ing , a writer OOtng b ls job. Good luc.k 
t.o hlI:l. In your Ollll oolw:ns you have evidenced th e repetltlTmess, the worn t r icks. 
When not tired he has passages u witty or descr lptt Te as anything In th e language. 

I sa id that Latin ooqx,slt l on by hlm I had seen "as undlsttngul.,,&d. That waa 
correct. I ban not aeen it all . Bette r I.At1nlsts tban I have 1 I know, pra ised hls. 
on th e evi dence I ban I can• t IIOT8. 

It ls the ~ with tbe ltt eracy al lu s i ons ot "1tch, ld:11r lng1Y, I pave a 
select ion. Hamilt on was well .. read, I clesr)J' sa id so , bUt no tiGl so bU8Y t'rOD .w1 early 
age, could bava read all the bOOks he quoted trom. We all Dake quotati ons wl tl'lout 
gotng tuUy t.o the source. M your ooltms ( a.gain) have said , sooe ot the quota ti ons 
were "60l'lsomelY repeated . 

rra:2 yoor co ll.Dl s I had that he waild not say tti ere he was e<Juoated. I would not 
be so stupid aa to Srt/ he was not well-edllc ated. Hts prtnied repl.Y t.o a, trl eOO Orwell 
proved oUurrwt ae. I do thtnk. you ela te ror him too DUCh erudttton; maYt>e he hlclselt 
did. 

Am t bet ,_ • patronis ing"? Lord tort> ld It It aeema: ao. Wbo, by the""¥• "as betrw. 
pMrcinlstng 1'lherl ln Auguat CJ). Hr'. Davty Galllll!llts on •one tr. Fr ank ShaW' (the oldest~ 
tbe-nose tt'l dt} 5ll1lng II1f piece was •reasonab).y 1ntell1 gm t • bUt ahOR"s • •s-,lou., though 
pl aus ibl e ree.sontna• •' Ina WOid sophtstr')l9 - tor which I have a shorter worn. I wa.vi•t 
'fll"ltlng a tflllosophlcal tN atlae; reasoning, per se , had Utt U t o do wltb It . 

tl)e eg!~ ir;;:j~Jo~ed~~8
d~

0h:°~~~1: b!1:~!tu:ea; ~~ ~"!;r::OH!t:Sw=.QYr 
"'1'0l'I& t o quote ,7~ or to mention - after t na:lst tng oo h t s htgb moral tntlu ence - hJs Oll'I 
con feH l on about &8:lbllQC? 

Your r n l ewer 1n th e ·July' 1962 Issue quit e m.tsread IDB "1en be olt es J!fJI quotat i on 
•th ere t s nothing , better' u tr I th~t H. wa., reterrtng .. t o th e .. gld)llng .. not hi s .. - .... 
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wr1Ung. 1 haventt a cow .. !!!lne ls "lth R&ADflt8 DIGEST t n U.S . - but I shouldn't haYe 
thwght t t read Uk e that. 

1bat the atltt""'l)aolted Bunter books caae betore the ChrlRl!ial plays mtt lbe r . v . 
aeries I knew. And that UU!'Y sold wall . Printed mtter ot all ktnda dld In Ule war 
years . 8urel7 these new cedla widened the tlal.d ot appreolatton lcmerurel.1? 

I did slip when J said BUnter was revived by the s e ciedt a . He bad never died. 
Because I do not oonslde r Rtc:bards lbe eqUa]. or Dickens or hta "°rte mre mt t ttngl.J' 

e:1oe11ent , ao l the opponent or lbe t:Ull sooe or )'Our readers make out? I maY' be a Bounder , 
nen a Hazeldene, perhaps a bi t ot an Alonzo ToddJ I 8ll nM. an unNpen'tlJnt Sk.1Mer. 

•Limited kno,Jled&e' I adtllt. ~ has \Slltnlted? I deny •apt te•, I delH l mere 
debUnkers, things were sa id • ..,-ag1.1e1Y" beeall.Se space forbade elabcratlon . 1be pteoe , 
Witt.en loog before I t , tw11 not oaahl~ 1n on Rt ohard• s deatll. 

Heybe I tatled., but rt!'.f object "as t.o praise i.he oan and h is •ann.s•. Wondertul 
creation I said his 1'Cl"k was. I orttto tsed. Uladulier•tc:1 pra11e ta PaN1' good • t1lng . 
alwe,1s oo.conTlnctne remUng . I would er l ttclse t.he great master. Dickens. ¥tloa )'our 
reader Hr. Daver finds • a bore- or~ Cheatert.on. The best or lllr'tters have touUs . We 
1'0Uld not Uk e thea t r they h&m1 t. 

Naught. was set down In malice . It I seeoed pat.ran.laing I am 80"7• I thought. that. 
was one Ti ce I was t ree tran. 

Certa ln].y I was not pstronlsln.g Che club& t.o llllldl. l owe J:l!Ch. I have tried to 
repa)" Ute debt.. Hers&1slde Cl Ub can te ll you tMt as wtll tr. Feyne . 

In th e sad con-tdora or this adult. wcrld the alcove occt,1>led b7 the o.B.B.c . ls a 
pleasant one and I wish I c(lllld r:(fselt st.ey In It oftener. I til with th e metlbers ntn ecy,­
nlne per cent . 

I 81'.il with nothing a hundred per cent . As E.H. Font.er aatd or DeO>Or&CY• •rwo 
cheers tor the o.e.e.c.• 

TE OIDE CYNICU. INN 
SIXI& t olk sort. out their problem In the so litud e or our fEPCUs hoste l.rY. Georg e 

Sellars went t.here with a llOPJ' ot the Blue Oeo •Naaon• s Last tiatoh.• George alW&,18 
beltned It ffa3 writ.ten by J. N. P«it.elow . but the Oet1 catalogue credits It to c. R. 
Slill\'a.YS. When Oeorge le t t , still uncomtnced. ibis ts l'lhat he wrot.e In the Ttstcort a 
book: 

An old-tloer ts one Wbo oan rmed>er ftn th e village aqua.rt: was a plaoe . 
not a person~ 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Conducted by JA(l(. WOOD 

· This oonth we welcome a new contributor to t he Column. Neil Beck 
is onl,Y fifteen years of age, and i t is interestin€ to see hO\t Brooks ' 
wonderful stories charm a new generation. Read~rt! will also gi ve a 
warm welcome to James W. Cook, one of our most popular contributors , 
who starts a new se ries of his famous Letter;, from St. Frank ' s . 

!!ANDJ11JRTH Mil10R 
Bv Nei l Beck 

"The fags waited on the platfom. 
"One or two people al i ghted . And one of these arrivals was a 

junior schoo lboy. He was about the same age as Owen minor, but sligh t ly 
bigger in build . At the first · glance at his face , the Handforth trade 
mark was revealed . 

"There was the sa.me aggressfVe jaw; and ihe same bi g nose. But 
this l!andforth was mild er al together then F.clward Oswald. 

"He was attired - wonder of wonders! - in a dark-blu e velvet 
sui t! And upon his head there was a kind of sailor hat , " 

. Thus, Willy llandforth ent ered the Nel son Lee (No, 386, O.S,, 
"Hand.forth Minor"), ' 

Willy's a ttire and his meekness on l4s arrival were all Jl"rl of 
a hoax that Willy md thought out with which to fool the schoo l , 

Al t hough he was at first treated . with contsnpt and sco m by his 
Form-fellows , Willy rapidly rose in their esteem by obtaining permission 
from Nelson Lee to change some old disused box- rooms into studies for 
th e Third. In fact he had onfy been at St , Frank ' s a sho rt while when 
the Third Fomers recognised him as their leader. 

It was in O . .S , No, 392 ("The House of a Thousand Eyes") that 
Willy's interest in inse cts · was revealed , The usual fiv&-bob was ob­
tained from his major and so Willy set of f for Bannington where ha 
bought a se l ec tion of. beetles . On his way home he rescued a man from 
death in the old quarry . The man,· Dr , Ryland Grimes , invited Willy to 
l ook over hie coll ec t ion of insects, Willy agreed and this proved to 
be the start o'f a very good story , · 

His great l ove of pets was \lever bett~ shown than in the tale 
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"Willy ' s Dog" (1st N,S. No, 131) , Enraged by s:aing a greyho-;,,,d l'\111 

over by a car and the body callously kicked into a ditch by the dog• a 
' owner•, Willy took a look at t he dog and found tha t it was stil l aliye, 
Taking it back t o St. Frank ' s he fought to save its lif e , and succeeded , 
But thm the legalities of Willy' s ownership vere investigated, h011ever, 
after one or two scuffies wit h the dog's supposed owner, the real owner 
came forward and m de Willy a present of the unfortunate Greyhound 
( ca lled "Lightning' ' by Willy) • 

Ap,.rt from Lightning, Willy ' s pets incluied Mannaduke th e monkey, 
Septimus the squirrel , Rupert the rat , Priscilla the parrot I Ferdinand 
the ferret and Sebastian the snake . 

In "Peril Camp" (TI, 2nd N,S . ) Willy shoved extreme CCUl'8ge', 
coolness am hi s 'way• with animals whm he recaptured an escaped man­
esting tiger and returned it to its circw,-ovner . 

Handforth minor was a l so capable of showing great courage . In 
"The Slaver of Kalala" (64, 1st N,S,) he was sen ten ced t o die a terrible 
death by the sl aver Lorenzo , He was stretched out in a little hollow 
in the aand am left to be eaten by an anzy of lilck ants . Not once did 
Willy cry out and his coUl'8ge was rewarded when a s t orm bro ke and 
fiooded the hollow, thus anabling him to escape. 

In the previ ous tale "In the llannibal s • Grip", Willy had been 
senten ced by K 1l aba, the cannibal chief , t o be roasted on a kind of 
spit over an open fire. Otto Lorenzo, th e slave r, appeared in the nick 
of time to save Will y ' s life . 

Willy shone on the cri cke t field as both a batsman and a brilliant 
fielder. llis first real chance came in St. Frank's cricke t revolution 
series (Nos. 516-520 O. S. ) when Fenton introduced , at Browne ' s sugges t­
ion , three school crick et XI •s . Willy took his pl ace in the Third XI, 
but by the beginning of the First New Series he was a regula r menber of 
the Second XI. On one occasion (O.S , 518, "Playing for th e First") 
Willy played for t he First XI a t Helmford, held a catch and then pro­
ceeded to score 21 not out (ba' ting at No. 9) to win t he match by three 
wicket s. 

His big chance did not come until No, 7 1st N. S . ( " llandforth t o 
t he Rescue ") when St . Frapk's were playing the Third Schoolboy Test 
against Young Australia. In the field he made two brilliant catche s in 
the first Aussie innings, and when be batted he scored 10 and 41 , 

Yes , Willy &ndforth was truly one of Brooks ' best characters. 
He possessed cheek anough for a dozen, a remarkab l e a ttracti on fo r 
anima l s , coolness am coura ge , It must not be forgotten thst he was 
also a good footbal ler {by Third Form standards , anyway). His powers am 
abilities ,of .,le adership ,ver e .• such .. thst t he Third ,,backed ,,,him UJl to a .. man 
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in all things or else he wanted t o know the reason why they did not; 
law in the Third was enforoed by the power of Willy ' s fist ( shades of 
E. O.H.!) 

Being kindred spi rits, William Napoleon Browne and Will y naturally 
had a great amount of r espect for each othe r and it was due to this 
that on severa l occasion they were featured together . An instance 
which jumps to mind is in "The New Year Revell ers" (o.s. 552) , when 
a ft e r severa l failures by the Removi tes to bring Muriel Halliday (an 
under- mistress at th e Moor View School) and Mr. lie?ll'Y Bruce together 
under the roof of Dorrimore Castle, Willy and Browne proceeded t o 
journey to London ( fro m t he castle in Derbyshire) and there , after 
Willy ' s tact had failed , they kidnapped Miss Halliday and carried her 
off back to Derbyshire where everything turned out well . 

It was well - said by E.S. Brooks that \lilly had a "way with 
people ." No better example of this can be found than his repeated 
success when dunning his major of five-b ob. Handfor th maj or grew weak 
at the knees at the sight of Willy and dreaded those two fatal words 
'five-bob ' , Alth ough he held al l girl s in open contempt they liked 
him because of his coolneas and cheek. 

Apart from his other qualificati ons , Willy was also something of 
an inventor. Remember th e "Silent Two*? There were in fact two of 
t hese , one a car and the other a river-boat . The car appeared in "St. 
Frank ' s Saves the Ashes " ( 1st N.S. No. 9) and was described thus: 

"The design was more or less conventional , but it was no mere toy 
affair. The two-seater body, brilliantly red with glistening new enamel, 
rather favoured t he mcing - st yle, with a tiny windscreen and an enormous 
bonnet . 

"From one side of1his bonnet protruded a huge exhaust - pipe of 
gleaming copper , am it extended right to the rear of the car , where 
t he outlet was flatten ed in t he orthodox way. 

"The radiator was imposing, and the cent re of it, alth ough very 
business- like, suspiciously resem bl ed zinc gauze of the kind that is 
used for pantry windows. 

"The car was clearly bmnd -new, and it was per haps only open to 
criticism on one score . 

"It was fi t ted wit h four bicycle wheels, and these rather de­
tracted from the general effect . In every other re spect thi s novel 
aut omobile was of tru e racing design." 

One point that was omitted at this stage was that th e engine 
would give out af ter two or thre e miles; but this was not very sur­
Crising considering that the engine was only two f ag- power! Yes, 
.. hubb;i: Heath and Juig LEmon.,wer e Willy;s enlflnJ •, ....... .... _ .. _,,,., ____ ......... .. 
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The s econd "Silent Two" came into "The Myst ery of the Poisoned 

River" ( 1st N,S, 102) when Willy and Co, were instrumental in th e 
solving of th e prob l em, why hundreds of fish in t he Rive r Stowe were 
being killed , 

Thi s "Silent Two" was similar to any othe r motol'-boa t exc ept that 
thiB motor was, as before , Chubby Heath and Juicy Lemon; th e operation 
of this craft was similar to that of the land model, 1, e , Heath and 
Lemon pedal l ed the craf t along by a similar ioothod to that of a bicycle, 

For me there was neve r a be tt er St, Frank's character than Will y 
llruldforth , although I must admit , I have a soft spot for everyone at 
St , Frank ' s, ' 

* * * * * 
IEl'rER IBOM SI'. rnANK 'S 

By James W. Cook 

St, Frank ' s College , 
Bell to n, Sussex, 

From the moment I ste pped off the t rain a t t he sleepy old stat i on 
at Bell t on I somehow knew I was back in that bet ter world that lies fol'­
ever dormant but which i s always ready to appear when slll!llloned by good 
f a ith , 

Nipper had written me and at the ear li est opportunity I went down 
to see him to reco rd the latest hews from St, Frank's , But even as I 
wal ked down Bell t on Lane memorie s came flooding back of Dr, Karnak , 
Ezra Quirke and Cecil De Valerie. Somehow those three face s came into 
my mental vision as sooo as I reached the stile that l eads int o Bellton 
Wood, Perhaps it is because I have e l ways associated them with t he 
supernatural that the gloomy shades in Bellto n Lane s t i r up these events 
from past days of the t ime when Dr, K'U"!lak had De Val erie under his 
spell , I wonder ed how Val was these days , In fact I was au i ous t o 
know how the old schoo l had progressed since my last visit end i t was in 
this frame of m:!Jld t hat I turned into the gnteway and entered St , Frank ' s , 

But there it was , exac tl y the same as we al l know it , The proud 
elms and the l eafy ches t nuts sti ll look over the Triangle and peep into 
the f orm rooms where Mr. Crowell and >'.r. Pagett the old est of th e maste r s , 
s till reign supreme , Oh, I mustn ' t forget Mr, Stockdale , another old ­
timer, Housemaster of the Modem House, who will f oreve r remain in my 
memory for his hero i c act i on with Kennedy Hunter, M,A, 

The deer old Triang l e is crowded wit h these scenes fro m ear ly St, 
Frank ' s days althoUBh the later events were equa ll y filled with drama 
and dange r, 

. ................ H ................ . .. - .. . .... -- ......... .. H .. , ................. .......... . .. . ..... . ... , .... ..... . ........ .... .......................................................... ,_ .... , .................. ,, ... .,.., .. 
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It appeared the juniors were at l essons for a quiet , studious air 

_,nmg over the schoo l and the lobby just inside t he Ancien t House slep t 
in the peace of s il ence, Very soon it would be dinner and a re l ease 
from the hunger paina of Fatty Little l So in t o Study C I went and sat 
down t o wait for Nipper. I t has often crossed my mind of the possib il ity 

of fonner people assoc i ated at one time wit h St. Franlc 1s returning to 
t he ol d schoo l ; What, I wondered, happened to juniors like Cl aude 
Carter , Noya, John Willard, or seniors such as Starlce, who had all le ft 
St . Frank ' s for var ious reasons ; I wondered if they had ever tried to 
come back , The though t s t ruck me as I remembered Bernard Forrest ' s 
vain attempt to regain entry into the schoo l after he had been expelled. 
His disguise had been exposed at onee , * It has always puzzled me why 
he went t o great l engths t o get sacked + and yet gre a ter lengths to re­
turn . 

Gore-Pearce was another junior who occupied my thoughts as I sat 
in llipper ' s comfortable arm chair. But the pl ace is fi ll ed with visions 
of schoo l boys and their various adventures that fight for space in one ' s 
memory that soon the mind r efuses to concentrate on any part i cular 
event. 

My meeting with Nipper and Co. wi ll be told in my next St. Frank ' s 
l etter, 

* Second New series No. 179 
+ 1st New Series No. 71 

* * * * * * * * * 
~ Stit t~ over at.OI')' •n:ie Reasedal e School H)rst er)'9 by Sm1U'I. TCU' p:rlee pai d plua 
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· DANNY'S DIARY 
l«J'/Dl!tR I J 9] 2. 

How ear l7 the 
Qlr l stmas Doubl e N1.1:>­
b<irs oomo outl I halo 
bad 80Cl8 or tltem d\11"1a& 
Hoveaber , mid thq are 
ao l on lY that I IIIOU.ld 
l lk e to keep th ese btg 
rat . &nOIIICY tssUea tar 
ever, l1f bt"Ot.her Doug 
had the CJJ.rtstmas 
N'Uclber or PUXl( - 52 
pages t or 2d. He eave 
lt t..o me and I l oved 
the I:18ln IC01'7 •nut 
SQutre• s seeret• ffl t ch 
was al l about Detective 
Spearing. 

At the be glMlng or 
the IOOl'lt.h the ~op ot 
John Barte.er & Co at 
Kensln&t.on ff tgh Stree t 
was bbm ed out. Four 
w::,men dt ed . end JnanY 
otb.e.rs were sertous~ 
tnJured, though the 
r t re br l gade l'm'k.8d 
bard. Ho,r awtul wtth 
Chrlstmas dr aflll'ln g near & 

The Oeo bas been 
just TRFr'lllendOUs th i s 
month.. Never bet tar 
Ylhleh t s 9!1Ylng a 
t ootb tut . Fir st there 
-.. a stcry oalled 
•Bat rl ed'I a real OCl'iter. 
AU about a QYsterloua 
crack,.stlan Ri o oall ed 
btmelt • x• a.rd robbed 
people or lb elr preetoua 
poaaeas tons. Capta in 
f1elltlll, t he oousln or 
11eu.1m or the Fourth , 
came Int o tb.e -.cry , 
Dr, Holce a ,ea robbed 
or hts Rembr'8nat:, ttie 
next week brought 
•caugbt Rdandecftt '111\toh 
carried a'I th e tal e or 
•x• and FQJTQra Locke. 
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the detectl n , was called tn. When 12le thl e t waa 8Ttlntual 1Y 8Pl)le-t ende d everybod;r wa., 
aoaz.ed to learn h t a 1dent1t;,Y. But I had suspec ted hl o. I won•t trite dON'l. here ,t,o tn e 
~ste rl ous •:r nalll' 1IIBA 1n Gd& anybody el\oul d read Ct' cUary 8<D:! tt cie S1d u ll'lldlt 
spoil the st.orY f or then,. 

then ~ •Herd 1'1mes9. Toe l1eny & Co were hard up , ao Cluaq adver ti sed htm elt 
as a dete etlw li ke Pernr a Lock.e. l've never laugh.Id so wch tn all my ur e. 

And t.hen - th.err the GeIJ•a 52 page Chr i stmas Number. 1be S t . Jtc i.ta story was 
1 Hobod)tt a Stuctye and it wa., ten-lt tc . Hobooyta Bt uctY was called that because It was onl.y 
used as a pm'll sblfient flOOCfl., cnce a conk di s appeared t roc, U\at rocm, l eaving all hls 
Gl othe s beh ind hi m, end ha was never tound. In tba story, Levison chipped Toe J1en,r Into 
spend i ng a night ln tb e rooo, bUt t he gas went out m tllere were stra.nee noises - so 
Too Herry ran tor tt . I don't bl BD& h ll:l. Tbe next night Lev laon ele cte d to be l ooked 
ln Nobo(fyfs StUd)t to ~ ow he was braver than Tom. And 1n th e coming - Lnlson ha1 dlr 
appeare d and all hi s clothes were 1n a heap on t he floo r. WCM\ \Oli.t a grand taleS 

Al so In thla Double Nur.:bet' wa, •The Hotmd or me Moor' , a sto ry or Kingston , t.he 
dete etl n , rltt en by Robert w. CCl:nde. Hy pal Ltndsqt a elder broth er wonts at t he 
neetwa, Hoose, am he to l d rie that Robert w. CCl:ll'adet s r eal na,e la r.dwy' Sear l es Brooks. 
It. was a topplng , .exclttng stcr'J'. 

Then 1n the Doubl e Nucber there '6S a at or,- called •Tbe Crarcsr School• a Trt ll:l)h • 
bY Prosper HQ!lard, al l about Rylced>e crs:re.r Bcb.ool and brt netna t n Tom Hen,o and hb 
tr lends. It ..aa lllustr ated by &.&. Brtseoe. 

Dad took me to th e Hot or Bhow at Oll'q>t a tn tha rilddle or the month and tt wu 
tnterut tng. We._ the Wol se l91 , Renault, Hur:t,er, Autt tn, Dallller, 81albeam end Talbo t. 
I trled to per auacle Daa to buy one, bUt he a:8Ya: th e dl i t s at the door. But he opened 
hl a heart Pl bought me two •Boys• Fr iend )d Ltbrart eS- on the wq hODe. 

One waa a thrill er bf Naxwell Seot t cal l ed •The Black House• and I li ked Jt beoaise 
tt tntnxtu ced Nel lOCl Lee "'1.o t a tn •Blrda of pnqe the seri al tn the Geo. The other wu 
a very eood ,choo l Stcrf by Horace Phfll lpa, call Id: •'!'he Wor-S't Hous e at Ravenshtll.• 

Lat.e In the oonth tlJl!l an:1 Deo took me to Trlo l ty Houae Wblch ta a new restaurant 
juat oPerted tn Oxford St reet , L<ridon. I t t a .-. 1C1Ulne place ror all Che cooking ts d:)ne 
by electrto tey on spec ial llflpll anee, ~!eh th e Tr lotey people have tnn nted . FMCJ 
eook tng by el eetrt ct tn The1 saY these appli ances wi ll beooae availab l e to the e.ne ra l 
public , mid that tut UN housewi ves will coot by elea irt e tty. Ozn-ent will becoce cheaper 
end cheaper end ln tt fty years tl oe people will get lt. for nothing . 

Toward s the end or the cionth I bed a Union Jack rrm Cousin Robin at ~ld ers hot . 
It wu called •'I'll& cre at Turt ~st er)"I an.1 tt waa a r,o,ooo-,,ord story or Sext on Bl ake , 
Tinker, 81'1:1. Ce orge Nsrston Pl ll!lltr. It was a blt he avy for oe, ao I so l d tt t o Oous 
tor a halfpenny, and he sa id tt was Ter.Y good . 

Doug had •Cheer. Boys , Che~ au-t staas Double Hln>er . It had stori es by Horace 
Phill ips , Stewart Young, Ronald Stewart , C<rdon Wallac e and CH ve Fem . l•m not very 
kem on c .s,.c. A new aer ial 1138 just stared ln the Ba, •a Prt end. called •sporting 
Lit e; or Fra:l Watt to World Qlsq)tcn.• It 1a about a bay "1o ll 't'td tn a barrel - Jtiat a 
place to live& • but n ent ual.lY boo8DI a great boxer. 

The ,ooden toll--bn dge at Cor1ng-on-1baoe s ls t o be pull ed datr\ ~ a new OM 
bu il t suitab l e t or the Q3Sses or modem t.ratttc . I sa,ir th e old tr 1dge ~en 1U::I took ce 
to Henley tn the s ucr:ier. I t Is pt cturesque . and t beli eve t t t s th e Tef7 last WOO<len 
brldge lett e&rr71n& rood trarrtc OTer Ute Thaoes. It a:eeca a shaoe to pull tt dOffl, bUt 
Dad says we wa t pt'OgNlss and aotlt people li ke to live tn the paat t oo cuch. 

1'1le Kacnet stori es have al l been about Vemoo-Q:llth, the Bounder or Creytrlar s , ln 
a reud wttb t he Famous Four. It 11 n tdentl.)' going to be a TerY l ong aer ies, tor tb e 
stories are &111 gotng strong. 

The first. waa 1 Top Dogtl a sco uti ng story , tn 'flhleb t he Botn:1ert a pat rol !Joked 
Harry Wharton• s patro l. The aeeond one was a Ccy fox star, call ed •Tbe Bowlderf s 
Trllq)h ' and Scil~ made a OOCl)l et e gtq or Bob Chen,, . Waa Bob•s rac e red? 
-·- .. Then.oaae:The School.boy c:ru~rs• 1 tn which t he.Boun:Ser started a. new .. t ootball ... ~ 
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us:i tn th t RIDO'f'e, and managed to beat H&n7 Wbar\On &: Co by &•tttng a pro t ua tonal too~ 
b&ller to pleY t or Mm. 

1ben •Backed rrom thl Sohool• ln wht cti th e Bounder , thnlu&h Mtul U-tok.ery • aot rrank Nu&:ent txpe lled. It waa a ctreoatte start. 
FlnalU, 9 Tbt Bchool.bo;J Rent&ldl'I ID 111ltch UM Bounder S~ Bulatr'Odt Cf'I to h11 a ldt agaln,c. Wbartcr'I, Bulat.rode , cnot a roner , bad retorced , but t he Bc:ulder pulled th • strlnu ,o he QJfflld ecat nS' HarrJ catn. 
a:t lC.to' saYs he l a going t o ge t Han,o ~on and all hla trlmda expelled . I 

ho~ he "°n' t aucceed. 
1hB ed i tor ot th e Nalnet bu Ju.t publlllbtd a l)04!CI wrU.i.en b1 one of ht a yomg Naders. u aou Ukt tbt a: 

You ult oe ,tiy I nner tlnd 
1'tle labc:Ur or lhe d8)' ttNa : 

Because , good friend , ltl1' yout.ht'Ul m.lnd 
ta with Ult chuDI at CNY f'ri ars . 

t Jcr,e St, J 1n• a , ao ruu or &tee, 
I Nnl 1n Too KelT71 

But all the .._ t •d raiber be 
Wtth Whartcn and Bob CJltrT)' . 

Otar F.dltor , tt 1<11 but knew 
Thi thou&ht.a or tam ltl)pON.er, 

And "°" 1our bock tA!rl 11• tA!rcuab ""1 U>roual> 
Tlie gl ob< In .., ,.,. quar<er l 

tft1 rvad by Dlfl1 a baJ and l:llf'I. 
On tratn-r tdea, &rips and lnDll1•a 

And I 111 suppoH it all I can. 
Aa s:zre es CJ neDB•a Seamya. 

I whb I cOUld writ e nrse U kt lb.at . Douc ae:ra: ' .Is!:!il ,r t te -Yer·sei Tou oa,tt 
h.Vdl,1 .. 1t1 Jou Oll'l name&• 

\olltoh 11 li bel or scandal - or aomethl flll. 

(T\rn back the clock and enjay a ctrtatz:ias or exoctl7 ttt iy year, ago. •I».HNT•s a;us ,­NAS• ts In Collectors ' Digest Annual tor 1962. Han you ordeM 7our ooPY?) 

~js ,G~'~ ' s;;":S~~.';s:n4~~~ tto~!'9.D~ ~'7~297!2,:;.~4. AI.a 
t1AQfE1S t6, 52, 134, 1J6, 141, 195, 205, ZR , 2JB, 239, m , }18, 319, 353, t/)0 , 417, 422, loS, IHJ, "I«,, 719, 751, 752, 762, 763, 764, 809. moat ta.sues between 821 and 890, 900, 921, 924, 925, 9.l8, 91,0, 942, 91<.l, 91/i, 916, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996. l'Ol'I.URB 18}, 190,~ • .J85, '96, 16:1, 165, I,66, li74. 
~I C fAJNE, &rcn.sICI\ HOll:IE, CRO'¥E ROAD, Stll.BITai , BlJtREf • 

.P,6(;() ~: r!~ ::: .or~~· · Adnr U aer hu a,me ttsgnete chletl.)' 1n u. 
J . YAFfl:, 1} CIXRIC ROAD, Blr..BEJI. CR.I.WSAU., HAHC1£81'Dl, 8. 

~;~":OJ:'~~i.l!':t~) 762, 764, 780, 1d'2 , 1257, 126LJ to 1$l . 
~ ........... -..... -................ - ........................ - , .... _,.,,_.., ... ___ .. , ..... ____ .............. -... --.... ,- ....... --......... ,_ 



Page 16 .-... -, .............................................................. -, ... ., ..................... _.,, ......... " ....... ~ .. , .... _ ... _ .......... - ................................................................. ~ 

BLAK 
I have repeatedly stressed the need 

for mterial for Blald.ana , and so it will 
not come as a shock to anyone whm I say 
that unless mate r ial IS forthcoming it will 
be an i mpossibili t:, for Bl akiana t o appear 
more than occasional].y in t he coming year . 
The need i s pressing and urgent; and so , 
for the la st ti me, I not only aak fo r :,our 
co-operation but also emphasise that the 
continuati on of Blakiana (at least, so far 
as I am concerned) is dependent upon YOUl 

Conducted by JOOEPi!IllE PAC 
Eas t Dulwich , Loi 

JOOIE PACXMAII 

* * * * * 
MUSillGS ON THE S. B.L. THIRD SERIES 

By Chas , Wright 

Whan the Third Series commenced in 1941 the war was of course in 
full swing , and , as was to be expected , our old friend Sexton Blake had 
qui te a l arge number of cases dealing with the great conflict . Some of 
them oealt with secret factor ies and underground factories , a bombed.­
out hotel, Bl ack Market operators , mysterie s invo lving a Cashiered 
Ma.jor, an Italian war prisoner , missing airmen, Civi l Defence workers , 
and pe r sonne l in tile Arm:,, Navy and Air Force . 

llhan the war finished , Blake went back mor e or less to his old 
type of cases with which we were familiar in the previous series; but 
al tholJ8h practi cally all the s t ories were very good, to the ol d- ti..,rs 
there was something missing . llhere were t he ol d friend! (or enemies) of 
:,ore • •• Gun@ll Dass, Zenith the Albino , George Marsden Plummer, Dr. Hux­
ton R,ymer, Leon Kestre l and Rupert Wal do? Alas, the:, had departed for 
ever, except f or a rare appearance in 1943 of Zenith , and in 1944 of 
Leon Kestrel . We came to understand of cour se that the world ha'1. changed 
so much mor e after this war than ·was the case afte r th e 1914-18 war -
at l east , so far as boys books were concerned - and Blake and Tinker 
were now operating under vastly changed conditions. The Spiv had 
arrived ; the Ni ght Clubs and Cabarets were increasi ng; and in the 
Blake world spying was on the inc r ease t o such an exten t that he was 
kept quite bus:, rounding up some of these gen tr:, . The Racketeers were 
on the increase , especial ly where Currency and ex- Government sto r es 
were concerned , and Blake had his share of these cases too . He still 
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dabbled in cases coMected with sport , boll ­
ever , as he had done in the past . "The 
Mystery of the Rio Star" vaa very top i cal a t 
the time , daaling vith very high priced foo t­
ballers . "The Case of the Doped Favourite" 
involved him once a@ilin in the ' Sport of 
Kings ', and the "Doped Heavywei ght" took him 
a¢n into boxing circles . He also had the 
usual crop of cases dee ling vi t h murder, f o»­
gery , burglary and skulduggery in general . 

Of course , ve still cissed all the old 
characters , and it took a long time to setUe 
down to the new stories; for aftor all, ve 

had been used to reading about these varied and formidable opponents 
of Sexton Blake for over forty years ! But we eettled down and enjoyed 
thes e stories , although up to a point, it was like Punch without Judy . 

A few years ago , however , a heavie r shock awaited us. Sexton 
Blake no longer ant in his armchair in his old dressing'-gown , pipe in 

mouth and Pedro at his feet , whil e Tinker or Mr. Carter , as you prefer , 
pasted articles in the famous Index . He opened a J)6la tial. office in the 

Vost W, and ~ a glamorous staff (shades of Yvonne, Nirvana and 

'!be Black Duchess!) , and I for one have neve r become used to it . But I 

suppose we have to realise tha t Blake , who has always been topical and 
m.:,dom, must move vi th the times . J.nd who knows, perhaps in the future -

when we have the S. B. L. fourth series - Blake will be one of tho moat 
fiu:,ous space detectives doing his stuff on the various planets . 

* * * * * 
"THE CASE OF THE COLONIAL CRICKEl'ER" 

The following interesting letter has kindly been sent on to me by 

our editor : 
"I am caking a rather late comnent on an article in the 1961 Annual , 

but an illness earlier in the year put the matter out of my mind for a 

while . It is with reference to tho contribution THAT CRICKEl' STORY tint 

I write - "Tho Case of the Colonial Cricketer . " 
This especially interests me as , so far as I can recollect , it was 

the first •u.J.• I ever read , though I must admit I never spotted the 
technical. errors at the time . The assisrunen t must have been rushed upon 

Andrew Murray, an author whose work I enjoyed very much in the ol d days . 

Recently I read an ol d 11.U.J. 11 of 1911 enti tl ed "Sext on Blake - Boxing 
Trainer", expecting it to be by A.S . Ho.rely, but afte r read!!,>i a few 
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par agra phs di scovered it to be in t he unmist akable styl e of Andrew 
Murra y. 

The point on which I wish t o coDJDent, however, is that Mr. ilebb 
as cribes it to Andrew Ni chola s Murray (author of Kew, Carl ac and Lawles s ,) 
but in th e li st of Blake authors he is in cl uded under the name of Geof­
fr ey Andrew Murray , So which i s correct? 

AB t o the subject of whet her G. H. Teed ar Murray Graydon wrot e 
th e most stories of Sexton Blake, I should cast my vote for the latt er, 
because he wrot e som of tho PWNY PICTORIAL, and I have f our Boys I 

Realms of 1906 each of which contains a storr of filak e , undoubtedly in 
hi s s tyl e (one of them feat ures Matt hew Quin) and t her e were more 
stori es to come in t hi s se ries . 

Yo\ll"s sinc er ely , 

S, GORDON SilAN. 

(According t o riry records th e ' Col onial Cri cket er' st ory .-as written by 
Andrew Murray, Tho fact that both Hurrays have ANDREW as a Cilristian 
name does , however , tend to make things somewhat confu.sin ~. With re­
gard t o th e Teed - Graydon matter, I agree with Mr. Swan la s al so did 
t he late Herbert Leckenby) that th e odds are in favour of Murray Gray­
don, who a l so wrote a nlllllber of th e Blak e s t ori es t hat appe ared in 
ANSilmS r ound about 1910-11 , J os ie P . ) 

* * * * * 
§EjX'ION BLAKE LIBIWlY fl'IU§ ANl >tlT!IOOS Ofd §!lUES) (contjnueg) 

No. 440 Pear 1• c:r Shadow ............. .. ........ ..... T. Nertln 
No. l,41 t. Cold Night tor tt.Jrd~ . .................... _____ ........................ .................. T. Hartin 
Ho. 1,1,2 CulltY PartY... .. ..................................................... ........... ~. Dol phin 

No. ~ ~ Uaph to TNason ......... . ...................... _,_____ ...... }rl. A. Ball inger 
No. ~ Desert Intr i gue.......... . .......... _ ................... .... J. Stagg 
Ho. W6 Hts al on to Nexlco......... .. ... .. .... ...... _ ......... ...... .... } .• Maclean 
No. ~ Murder Made Easy: ..... ..P. Reld 
No. ~7 This M111 !'list Dte. ...... ......................... .w. A. Balltnaer 
No. ~ Bred to Kill ............. . ............ T. Hart.in 
No. "'9 Contll e t Within ..... ...... ...... ............... o. Reid 
Ho. 450 Bullets to Baghdad ........... P. 01amers 
No. !6 1 The An£17 Night ................ ............ -...... ·- ···_ .. w. H. Bak.er 
Mo. l,52 Wtt.(b,,,ffunt. . ......... _o. Rei d 
No . l63 Han on th e Run ..................................................... A. Klrb1 
Mo. l64 Design tor Verweance ..... _.1. Harti n 
Ho. 165 l'b'der Comes Call ing ............................ . ........ _ .. D. Re id 
No. 166 HWTl oane Warnlng. ................................. ...... fl. Wllll am 
No. 4S7 The World-BhMers . . . . .. o. Retd 
Ho. 458 1.arp 1ypo Kill er ... .. ........ • . wnu ..,. 
No. l£;IJ Date wtdi Danaer. . ...... _.T. ttartl n 
No. ~ Booe Ofed Lauahln.&............................... ... ......... ..... ...... .. . ............ B. Dolphin _ ......... ~ ............ -................... __ ......... ___ '""'"'_"_,..,_._ ... _,_..,_ .... _ ........ _,,,_.,_, ................. _ ....... - ........... .. 
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Viol ence ln QJtet Pl aces. ...... . ..................... - .......... - J. r. Bt<r7 
JQUn\8J to eenoa.............. ·····~·····•·H·•······-··• ······ ············-------·····---r . D. FalllJOett 
Contr act tor a Ktller .. . ............................... .D. Reld 
1be Blg Steal .. ·······-·,· J. T. Stc:ry 
Denger on th e Fli p Side. ....................... - ... J. T. St.ary 
l>eael Han1 a l es ttr,y ... ...................................................... ........... ..................... T. Hart i n 
The Devil t o Pay ............................. R. Dolph.In 
Tblef or Clubs ........ . ..................... _ •.. Ji. John• 
Shot Crom ibe Dark ....................................................................... --···------ P. CJlmii>era 
Bursitt to A.lgerta ..... ··········--· .. - ·-·- ··--- .. ·-· ··· A • .Necleai 

THE P§DltQ §1'QRf 

The Edtt of' ot CXlU.ECTORB' DICiEBT tnvlt.ed readers to sen, bl a their opinions ot Ktll.fR 
P.A.OC, th e st ory Mllch re-tnt.rodlc ed Pedro to th e Sexton Blake Library. Here are SCEle 
vi ews rece lftd to date: 

rn=~1r!0~ (~~s=-al~i~~ ~ ~::'1~atm:e:!!t~~ ~~~!~ :~" :o~~-~ng ln 
the wo tl'I• • st ll l ha.a th e same ~ lrabl e hr-&etertsttca ot old. tt ta ret re alllna io mow 
that his son Manuel la following ln his tatber• s foot steps. A.a the ,to:7 progn ssed , 
Pedro• s oration to the Canine C(u)cll Lh:lbo (4th Dhlston Dream Section) wa.1 euper. It 
was good news t o read th at Pedrc •a Md Hanuel• r tuture home wil l be Bertteley SQUS'e• It 
oth er M""ltea deal as kindly end s,q, athetlcell.Y with than tn tuta:N ,tort es . t.be old 
Bl ake fetls ahoUld han no caus e t or regrets . 

ALEX P~S (Tran111ere): Pedro• .s re-entrJ "81 i:arnd b7 the tantutlc ~ ense t.hat 
accc;q>aned It, t thought the bloodhound's aoliltqul es gan such an att:IOaphere of un­
re8ltt7 th at th e c:flarac ters became as mc<>nTl nolng as pq:,pets. 1 had a r.:ien'8l picture 
ot the a1thor t s tlnge rs workin g r.heri. Wt haw had CWl)' talltlng anl lill!lll tn ttciton. but 
Cod seYe us al l tran a Sol ll oqutstng Bl ooelhound. · 

:!!n Et ~ldp!red(~u::~~~)~WOA~~~ ~:;:,::~1=. to :;·wr.: ~!:~\~!d,;~~!~ 
set out to cake a t ool ot th e old ord er? There " os none ot the bumen wanilth and appeal 
ot th e old Pedro-Blake relotton~ tp , and ~ Pedro dldn 't nan BDOk ~ong all th ose other 
atclt charact ers I just doot t know. Ha1be J eight get to l on twiuel t n tloe - but ,1'Q' was 
ho necess ary at a ll ? 

,:r-~ ~fc:i!, ~/::e=cx;~ ~~!o~~~· pre"!e:o!:m i:t p~ t~:'u o!~th= 
pl88Sl re t'fld Ham e l proved a • real • character . Hore ot both• pl e111e. 

~~"Po~ P:~c:>~ee~~~~t;~i~~ ~~t ai;t e~en ilJ~~ve a11~id bu.!n:1-a cent llltilch the occa.t l on needed. [ felt that tile Wf'l ter was meklng coaec:IY of U\8 ewnt 
S"Jd ihts "SS I ml staken tJ!proach. The ,on fer Pedro waa natural but unnec H 88l'7• Olang e 
tor th e sake ot change. · 

Sa:lilthlng ot th e old Blake-Tinker relatlonlh l p In t.hta one 1tor'7 'IOuld ha ve done no 
ban:, to the •New Loot• , aa It t a eocetlz:iea called - and Jt would have cre ated a wealtb ot 
gOOC,...Wlll among older reeci er s, Enn those aocu,tooed t o ..he prtaent-<Sa;r s.s . i.., D',lght 
well have weloomed Jt as a cbalg e. 111 Ylew 11 that the S.B. L. eave ua: sa:iethlng reall.7 
worth haYJng tn the re turn of Pedro • bUt took somel:J\tne •sY agaJn tn th e W81' die ac.c:r,, ....... -..... , ............ _, ............. -....................... -........ -.... , ...... -........... , .... _ .. _ .. ,,.. ... -....... -... -·-·-·· .............. _ ..................................... .. 
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was handled. 

Pe<ro•s come-back was a brtll1Slt ide a , but as such It talled t.o at>CI& u: t ent. 
But there ta anot.her day • and 1 hope the Ide a ceY haVe MOU\~ a trlng llflt.h oore 
suecessful results. 

(JUNGE Cf FQR11!\T FOi. THE §EiX'IW Bt.ljKE LIBRARJ: 

we understand. that tll e famous Lt bl"ary ts shortly to have a change or torm.at • and 
.. 111 prese nt an eppearonce sooeth lng alter the st.Yb or •ARGCST". H ts a cost l1 pro­
cess, and lt ts to be hoped U\at nll lovers of the t800.ls det.ectlve will gin the neN"" 

style sext on Blake Library every s~port. 

Frank RI chards 
(Ca.ssen• s 10/61 

The baslo theme of Ull a new Bunter book - Ole bank robber Clo ls observed 
dotting hla dlSBUlse tn a wood • ts very ve17 tat-Jltar. It waa: used In t.he Magnet , tn­
var tablY 1n a rtrst-cla.ss .story and It waa aJ.•afS aocept-0.ble, T?l.ere t s no doobt that 
tt will pron equa.111 acceptab l e this t1 1il8 and tfflt readers will r egard • e111¥ Bunter•a 
BodYSUa.rd' as one of the beat or the poat.o-war aEr"les, 

There Er& tilD'ee rather Incredible ep t SOdes 1n the stOl'f, n ts \llbelle1'able 
that a crtolnal would re:u, on a trap, drt\l'l'I b:V a pen)', as b i s ineons or a geta111ay a f ter r 
robbing a bank, tt tl!kes sa:ie swallo,r t ng tha t a ktdnapper should cerel.Y gag Bunter -
not bind hW or we him inaenalble - and risk ltlee U na hll:l awttt through the streets 
tn broOd da,yllght lD1er a iari:,d.lltn on a bandeort. It aeeos unllkel.y that on •old bQ19 
would be atven acoa:rJOdaU on tn ten:i tloe at the publlo school tral M'lleh he had been 
expell ed year, before. 

But tilOst ot us suspend crec:ltblltty, lllQN or less , ,tien reading a st.orY or this 
tYPe, and the 7arn ts rttten with the old sk ill am eh.arm. It will rlng th e bell with 
all bUt Cha Ofll'Pln&, and, as al.CJost the l ast of the poathtn)Ua ).y-publl lhed at.<lrtes, it 
will be doubl1' wel COCte. 

BoKI. I~ along th e Dover Road on a brtlllBnt September afte rn oon was pleas ant. 
enough ucep t tbat our object tw waa a television studio ard not the ~s ide, An'lvl,_ 
pt"()q)t)y at ii.JO tlY wif e end I were escorted ft'lthOt.lt del a7 Into a •brt ett ng rooc:i- ftllch 
ts about. o.s near a.s one ought to get to a prison celll Here I dts r1l~ed such treasure• 
a., were avai lab l e and froo which a tew were se l ected ; these t omed a cheer ful an-81 tn 
the st.ml o l ater- In Cbe progra,:ce . the proctueer th en $P&ared BM lntrodlced Cl8 to Hr. 
Cerald CSl:l)ICll 'flflo atlll aetlSDCd to cnrry a htnt ol Bunter abrut hlm even wi thout 8Tf¥ oake ­
up. '!?ie old Gems and Magnets, Coll ect« s ' Digests et.o. • wen ,upported In a row on a 
large ourtaln draped over a bench alorli one side ot the 9tud.fo, beg1Mlng wtth 118gJ')et 
No. 1 down to a salJDOn cover ot 19,cJ. Now the Inte rviewer an-lved. a.rt.er a breekneck 
journey troa another atutlo without. a ctnute t o .spnre - t el ev i s ion ts Uke that. 

Bo St wa.. baok to the brtertng rooo wtth Hr. Cacc>ton tor Cbe rtnal dhcu u lon. 
It acem Cb.at no eortpt l s prep&Nd on:t onlY the broa:lest outlin es or general prooedUre 
are dll!leusaed .. m tMs was r eso lved Into .. a tew tntroc:motor1 , remrts, .. th e e:d'll bt tton, the 
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•dtseover,oe t.hat •81117 Bmter" waa there 1n person end the rtn al j olUtlc e.tlon all round. 
F'rom the brlef •'ll rooc back Into t.he studio tor •votoe leYel and lighting teats . • '!be 
ltage was at tJ ,or lnel and boastQd notbtng beYond t.hree cbalra and a balf-atrcle ot 
11>10:ttng board.a. As we tou ted tn:fer U'le ltehta UW teohnlelana tlU.ted ar<UWI and I 
strugglid t.o look something I wu not reeling , antll"' wen banlabed to tba aeml-darttness 
or the ConV'Ol ROOCI. The tena:lm here waa nen worse. A f'OR' .or t.el evta lon aeta eacb wtt.11 
a dttferent picture and each engaglng the attention of a gaz ing, m.ittertng h\llan . OUleJ> 
lu:ians 1n the bacqround gazing, t.bough stleb t, but no l eas enxtaus. In the absence o r 
ohatrs c.aci>ton and I aipported the wall em. I think this 1'BB T.he pertOd .tlen I did tXlN 
tlroat .-allOIJlllng tben ever. 

At l ast the coll caM 1 we "8N back tn U,e chairs, there was s1l ence1 a al.gnat, m 
th e Questions start.e<f. I do not know 11bether the. Old School Ti e came Into operation at 
t.hh point but tbe nerns 1Usappeared md 1 thorou.gbl)' enjayed tbe t.hnlst and p&n7. 1be 
reault to date ts Ql'li tan-letter, M'ld ft!')' lllt el1 , a new mec.ber tor the o. s.e.c. 

DEATH OF. FAJ,!OUS ARTIST 

TIDMAS HENRY FISHER, vho illustrated every William s tory ever 
published , died on October 15th a t the age of 83, During his l ong 
career he cont ributed to .Punch and ot her m£!.t!!lzines, a,nd created the 

famous sailor trade mark of Players 
Cigarettes, He was a regular 
cartoonist of the Nottingham Football 
Post. He leaves a vid ov and a 
dalJ8hter, 

Miss Riclulle.l Crompton, crea ­
tor of William, vri tes Collectors • 
Digest as follows: 

"It was very sudden, He was 
veil, and working on a William 
sketch at 5 o 'cl ock , By 5,45 he 
was dead , from heart failure , He 
was 83, so we are fortuna te in 
having had hiJn as long as we have, 

He will be irreplac eabl e as 
Willi am• s il l ust ra tor, though I 
suppose tha t the publisher will 
find a substitu t e , He vas a 

~tr. Thc>m:r,, 1-1. Fbh~r. cha.m.ing man with a delightful 
sense of humour - and a very cl ever 
artist." 

Another Silver Chord broken, 

******* ' ................ , ........................... _ ...... , ............... "" """'"'""'" '""""'"'"'"""""'-·· ·--- ..... -.... _, __ , .. ,, .... ,_ .................................................................. . 
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HAMILTONIANA 
I THE GLORIOUS FIFTH I AT GREYFRIARS 

By Bri on Doyle 

1'11\e Clortous Fifth ' a t Creytrt ars l In how w.ny •Magnet • st orie s has the annual 
event or Oey FaMC:es Da,y been cel ebrated, t wonder? QJlte a nur:aber, tha t' s cert oln . 

In mM¥ yeors , cspecl all.y dur ing th e ' thlrtt es, ca:a& a stet')' set aga inst a back­
ground of fireworks snd guys; a story so beoott tull,y 'M'ltt en th at t.he descri pti ons rode 
th e r eader alm st scent the acr id tang or SDOke and gunpowder In the cold Novea>er 01r. 

'lbese seasona l st-Ortea usually had tin appropr iate tit l e ; a rew that eooe to o lnd 
are : • The Sto l en G\Q'4' 1All the run or the Fttth• 1 01.l)'ect on the Fttm• and. •Fooled on 
t.he Fi f th.' E3Ch .story hod a su tt ab]¥ col ourtul cover. 

A ooupl e or oot st an:Hng stories or 'th e Pitt.ht spring tnt o one• s head •• • 
There was the clAsstc ,ertes ot t93b In fl'ltch trr . Prout , os tecporanr He!dla.st.er , 

ordered all tl reffOrkl '° be contl scated - needles s to StiY, his orde r ffl!flt tor nothing 
fltlEll the •SeCNt eevmt tnterrened. It wos tn the same story that LOder, th en t3q>orary 
Head Pre fect, was made the ' N ' ot Ore1rrtors ond o.lCi:e within an ace of be i ng btm ed 
on the sch.col bont lr d 

On th e last tfttth' at Oreytr lars In 1939 , Pr i ce ot th e Fifth plantt<l ttre wortt s 1n 
Hr . Prout• s tt rep l ace - wtt.h ett,oti ve and col ourful Nsults& 

In nany at.cries soce Wltor tunat e was gagged and boUnd, tied to a chalr , and hoist ed 
around the school grounds u the latest thi ng tn guys. 'lbe victi m during the ' th irti es 
tnclUded sud!. people a., Loder, Horace Coker, Herbert Vemon Stlt th , and teq,orar)' pup il 
Jto warren . 

II Charles Haol lt on was .st ill writing re gular •ttagJlet • stories tt •.1 probable that 
this year • s Gey Fal'Kea Day tllUld be featured, as usual. 

-,!)at would be happening dOMl at oreytrlar •a on .Bl1J ?tO'f'ed>er the F tttll, I wonder'/ 
Let' s take a quick trip to Kent Sid ttnd out ••• 

As.suclng a conveni ent cl oak or lnt slb 1llt7 (we don•t want any ttrecrack ers thrown 
at us &) we walk t.hrough the school gates lUst as dUak 1s tal l Ing. 

It' s rath er a chlllY Non ttler even i ng and there are taint ~ches ot tog tn the a ir 
and qiJite a bit or ground cls t hovering a tl'ttte eerllY 8boT8 t he deep green tur t ot the 
ple,l ng tt eld.s In the distan ce . We gl ance baok and see Ooellng, ~ug In rutti er r11d 
carcyt ng a J.a:i>, ;1ust starti ng to loalc. the heal)' tron gates bebtnc1 ua, 

Before us the great htst<:rl c ldlool bUlldlngs l oom darttlY. Host ot t he windows 
are alight With wartlll and lllu::itn atl oo tra:, within llld cut l ong patches or 8hadoWeCI 
yell°" light on the 4llll) gr'OI.D'ld wts l de. 

As we :stroll towan11 the Cloi s ter Field , where t he huge school bonfi re ts to be lit, 
we see streatJS ot Creytrtara boys all heading in the sarie dtreot lon , l ong IChool-e ol oured 
scarve s dalgll ng (rcEI the lr' necks 8'ld gusts ot misty breath v i s i bl e in the col d e'f'eflln g 
atr. 

There go the FaJDJs rtve , a ll lending a Willing hand ln carrying a s izeabl e card­
board box tilled t o overt1 Qf91ng wlth tlrework s or all ma;>es and sizes. BoD..Qierry, a 
wick ed little grin on hi s ruddy race , plllJSes tor a acment to tmce a j Ul:'l)tng squib tNcl 
his pocket. '111118 Whart.On, Nugent , Bull tflc1 HWTee Sl.n8h l ook on with smlli rc f aces , 
Bob l ights t he bl ue paper and t osses t he aqutb at U:11 het of a taclliar f at tt gure _,.,_, .... , .. ,--....................... M.-... """"-"' "-'"'"'""' __ ,..._., _ _ ,.._ ....... o.ontl nued on page 24 
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l ooclng i., out ot r.he l ooc. 

•smg l Snapl crackl. Popi Crackl' 
'Ibe sQUl b certa l nlY gt vea value ror coney u lt JWtOa around 8111,y B\Jlter • a 

ar.i,le, tight-checked trousers . 
1 Y8I'OOOOhL Help l H\a'der l' 
Bunt.er bops lll"OW'ld, Vflng "lth the squtb W see 'llflo em JUCI> hlEJlest, aa a o:"'Owd 

or renews gather around to enjoy the . joke. · 
n.e f ax>Us F'1ve go on the tr 9aY ewckl1ng. 
ltlo•s that tlgure havering ln the ahadQll1 Cloister~ It looks 11.ke VernorrGmtth -

and thar. sltghtl1 bi tter sc tle on his Ups probably meBM tha t ,ooe ootorumate baa a 
surprise In store . It they haYen•t aJ.read7 had It& 

Ah, perbaps Ch.la 1s a clu e. Walker s.i Carne, those ~ chaps 1n the Sixth, 
have lust stopped the Fe.rJOUS F'ht end aee to be allk l ng thee tr thqt ve aeen Chelr eYen 
shadier Cl"OI\Y, Loder , ~ere. Han-y What't<tl & eo. 11\ake th ei r heads r:m dt se l atl!I know­
l edge or the bUllY ot the SlXtb; but after ttle t.11) aentors have walked on, l ooking 

WOITled, the Ret10Tltes break Into l.aUghs Md ttlihpera, 'nlef ntdentu, knoW ooN than they 
shCM'edl 

Here "° are on the fi eld at laat . And there ' s th e great Orqtrta~ bonrtre ••• 
Stdldtns well onr i..etve fe et htch, there t s a spaoe at the t op t or the ga:- -

'ffltch app8l"Eflt1Y MSn•t 81T'lved 7et. ~ lltlat'a t.hac. no ise ena cheering inc.he dist.J'loe? 
eerhaps !t• a t1w guy B1Tivtng ••• 

ti 11, But th ere ' s s<a thing rathe r 1.11usual aboUC. the ttgure. It aeems t o be 
oovlng - .'.Ind th e eyes behind the grotesque maak appear to be glint i ng. ni.at' s Vemon­
So l tt. at the head ot the proceaalon too, wlth a crowd or ot2ler lmiw s oan-ylng \he guy 
on an old ctlalr t1ed t.o tw:> 1Cll8 poles, follaiwtng behind. /,s the irocesslon nears the 
bontlre, as 7et unlit, th e gu, seES:a to be stnl&Bltna t.o get t111tfl ••• 

Kere come, Hesr,. Q.lelcb aid Prout, both tor onoe wearing genial m ll es : they 
ooven•t forg otten ibeJ "8N once bay1 tbeaselwa anes reaed>er how cuch tun ll:!Z used t o 
hllve on the FUtb. tr. Prout walk:1 ciajeat1oall1' aDl"OH to the g1.11, now SllTOmded by 
exci ted jmlors. . 

•c:a>,lte lUeUke, ZIV bo1's9 be boa:la . •n.•, a reaarkabl e effort, don't you t2llnk, 
Q.ieloh?' · 

Before ~ l oh gets a cb.Dnce t o RPlJ', th e •llf eUke t figure SUO(len).J bursts Its 
bonds and jl.l!l)S up "11.h a roar or Er1ger. 

ProUt stae&ers beck In astool.rDent . 'Wb-rrt ••• S• be gasps. 1 It .1J alive •• • 
upon Cff word ••• th is t s unpreced ented , tl')perallelled ••• ~ 

n:ie tguyr t.&81"8 Its msk oft , revealing tba oont.orted f eat ure .a or Loder or the 
Slxthl 

Loder glaNa arant and c1asl.es ott Into tile n 1,it. 
•s aneone el se praotts1n• tcr the school sports . .. • recarka Lard Mauleverer. 
' Loder, Loder, c:ooe boek, do you hear'? Leder ••• ,• 
But Hr . Prout• ·a NQU81t falls on dea! ears . U Loder hears he heeds not. Like 

th e Pharoahs ot old be has folded his tent ood stolen allen t ly M/JY •• • 
But now the genulM guy Is being hoisted ~ oo t.o the balttre .. Wingate, tbe 

school oa.pta ln, aitp.s forward flld applies a catch to the pc,er ·at Che root of the heap 
and witbln minutes the tl aaea are le~~ high and the f&Cfia of Ole watch~ ach)olbO,Ys 
glcwing th tl'l-red.. Now ocaes the ttreworka • ••• 

Rodtets . oat.berlne Jiheets, orackers , aqulba,. Rocen candles, golden rains, 
•baige r s ', and dozms t1Cre are soon buaU,Y In action . 

Bunter atmda oo the out*lrts ot the crowd,. cunchlng a bor or chocolate as he 
watches. He l sntt really keen on Uraworka .. espec loll.Y ftn theytN &QUlbsl • but lllhen 
he has ftnlahed his .!flack he intends t o steal 8fflS¥ to Lclr'd Haulevercr•s studY, l'tlere he 
happElls to know there ts a tlJCl)tuous trutt cake ju,t wnlttng r.o be eaten. 

Now rroci all sides, o.om the crack ot SQUlb.s, th e • swooshes• of rockets md Che 
hiss of dJ.c,ley pi eces . Fer on hour or CIOl"'e t.herets no lae and ga iety in th e at r . fllen 
••- ••- ' -""'"" '"""'-" '"'"- "''""'"'"''"""'" ' '""'"' ' .. •OO•,.••ol••-••l"""' '"""''"'"'"' .... ""N,O•-'"'"'"••l ... ,•HH ............ ,,., .................... _ ............... ... -- ........ ,., ... , 



tt• s ti me t.o 10 back tnto th e w&tlth of the school , ttwre there will be hot ebesV!iuta 
and cocoa to enJ07 , The f ie ld slOlfl.Y eq,tt es of bays end masters, 

A oorose-loolclng Goaling wmxters en to rs , d:>..-i th.• t tre : ihere 00De1 a eoft 
hiss e, he tilters do-..n tbe l ast reluctsit glo'lllln8, ei::Jbers. nwn be too dt aappeara - and 
the fi e ld ls l eft -ty and dark. 

.l cold wind ~ en).y sir tng1 QP &rd we decid e tt• a high time we left. .la we turn 
our coll ars up and cake tr:r tbe aac.es, we hear a taint Toloe ea:itng f ra:i an open wtnc1ow 
abo'f'8 us • •• 

•u you t"° tunka w(ll.tt help oe to put thl a aciutb dOllll old Prw t' s cbla)e7 , 1•11 
do It JllfSGlt , But watt till Cbe next t luie I ge t a hatr.per troa Aunt .Jud)'• th at ts a11.• 

tt• s Coker, or cwrae . planning ooe of hi s regular wnge!WICes c:,n hls fon:,,,,me.ster. 
11lta one, Ute nll the rest, l a probabl7 dooc8d t.o !all ure, He' ll no doUbt chooN Ille 
wrong dllcne 'I ••• 

soon, nen Coker• s raucoua tones have faded 81118:f and we find ourse l ves ln the 
l ane outs ide tbe school. 1'here•s qui te a r.btS cl$ dl"tttt ng In from Che aea n~ md • •re l ooking to"'8l"d to s itti ng at our fire s ide, having a hot drink encl enjoy i ng an old 
•Magnet• - Gu)' r.- es edit ion, or oourae •• • 

* * * * * 
!Er ' S :eE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 62 1 THE IIX)L 

I have l ost c ount of the number of times, :in.:recen t years, I have 
been cal l ed an idol ate r. The vord can mean "a grest admirer", in which 
case t he impli cation is true . But I have a sad fee l ing that t hose vho 
toss th e word "id olater" in my direction in tend it to hav e a l ess kindly 
meaning. 

A good f ri end of mine wrot e in Controv ersial F.choes : "How you 
Hamil ton enthus ias ts do bristl e when your idol i s critici sed l " 

Do we? I have a hunch that Let' s Ile Controversial would not have 
remained constant for 5t years had i t not contained some criticism and 
appra isal . Surely our readers are intell i gent enough t o hevo hooted 
it out of the Diges t l ong ago if it comprised merel y the vapid out­
pourings of an i dolat e r , 

I hope I don't bristle at crit i cism - but I do bri s tl e a t unfair 
criti ci sm. I bri s tle at l oose comment s which can be denigratin g , 
especially when the vri ter , mor e often than not , d.oes not mean exactly 
vlBt he says . I have challell8ed plen ty such comnent s in thi s column. 
Sometimes the gibe of "idolater" i s reall y no ansver to th e challenge. 

Recently I challenged a SU889Stion that Charles Hamilt on wrote 
in a simple s t yl e . 'lhe vri t er of th e sU,!gSsti on did not mean "Simple" 
be meant "simple" - but the impres sion that too avera ge reade r of the 
ex>l!lllent vould gain is th at Charles Hamil ton wrot e for l ess int e lligent 
yoWl89ters. 
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In thi s month's News Letter, issued by th e London Cl ub , the 
reporter refers to a debate concerning the respec tiv e merits of Hand­
forth and Bunt er . The reporter concludes : "The result of the debate 
showed tha t llsndforth was t he better of the two characters ." 

I t showed nothing of t i.. sort , At most it showed that a majori t;y 
of those taking iart in th e deba te conside red that llandforth was the 
be•te r of too two characters, Which i s something quite different . 

In this col umn I challenged Mr, Frank Shaw who inf ormed read ers of 
th e N"" Strand mgazin e tmt "there have been much bett er s chool s tory 
wri ters 11 without menti oning the names of those "much better wri. tars." 
Mr, Shaw has written Collecto r s • Diges t as fo llow s : "I insist that 
Richards th ough more p::olific, and loved fo r a lon ger time by many more 
r eaders (he liv ed for a l onger time) i s not as good as Talbot Baines 
Reed or th e aut hor of "The Gold Bat" and not be tter than lladeth , Col e , 
Vachel l of 11The Hill 11, 'Stalky' or even Farrar . Exce pt occasional ly. 
He i s \Uleven, isn •t he?11 

The under l ining is mine . In poss in g, Mr, Shaw also r efe rs to 
ido l atry. 

One or two readers sa w idolatry behind my sugges t ion that as 
Charles Hamil ton kept his youthful background shrou ded in sec recy we 
should r espoot his wi sh . That it was no busin ess of ours . I have heard 
th e vi"" expre ss ed that a man well -known to t he public, lik e a film 
sta r, is fair game for the publici sts , 

There is no comparison , Filo stars seek public i ty and thrive on 
it , Charle s Hamil t on never sou@!lt publicity, Ile was th e most retiring 
of men, lie l ived the life of a recluse, In fact, he had li ved for 
seventy years before one in a th ousand of those who had loved his 
stories even knew the real name of the man who wrot e them. Publicity 
and fame came t o him very late in life whan journali s ts realised that 
t here was r eal ne,e behind thi s man - a man seen so hazily , b)I his own 
wi,sh, for decades by millions who had loved his work, 

I make no idol of Charles Hamilton, I have no obj ection at all to 
fair appra isal of his work , I have offered plenty of cri t icism of 
various phases o.f it . While I am spared I shall off er plenty mor e, 

But I admired hi s work iomensely , and I have a hi @!l r espec t for 
t he manor:, of the msn himself, Nore than that, I am gratetul to him , I 
am gratetul for t he happy reading he f1P.Ve me throughout my chi l dhood , 
for the pl eas ure and stimulati on he -has gi ven Ii10 all my life , 

I go furthe r; I conten d that a ll in our movanent , whet her 
Hamilt onians or not , should be gratetul to Charles Hamil ton, Does anyone 
bel ie ve that without Greyfriars , St , Ji.o's and Rookwood, our movement 

wo\ll,!l, .lll\.Y~.~.G~t!Xl..11.t ,.l!JJ,.1 .......... - .. -- .·-·--· .. ·----·· ····- .. ·-··•"•··- ·'"--·· ·-·""'" -



I doo 1t . 
It ' s jus t my point of vie w! What' s yours ? 

No, 60, !Ht trr§tmY OF fflE K rn 

~t~~','J!\,~ ::.= :ead~:C: =~~ ~!n!;,p~ t=-a~!tk~:'1: •.~ju, 
He ma en upen on 111\Ytht ng weattrn , md •• a P" • t tr lend or nr . HaD.llton• Tla ltJ.ne, 
hlo rNQutntly. 1 haft no ln t.entton of t2*.tnc I.hi gl oss .,n:, tr<D ttr, Hmllt.ar1 • tor, 
afte r a ll , b e dld wrl tl the s torha • no editor has ever dllputed tbta tn 0Cffl'er1ett cn. 

HslY otber collectors tac.e the vte" that Ule 19~ ttcrles were noth ing l ik e ao gooct. BJ 
th a t tlDI Stanton Rope " 44 a globe-t.rot'8r' , and was , poaalb l.1, bo t able c.o • .sut:i- the 

stcr l ea aa h t haa done t hose t n tb e Popular . 

~:1:1%Xr or
1
t:6P~~~ =~ t~n~ ~~ i'J:z:r:cn:~~~~~t~:·_.l~h~ ~s:. ~; 

ore d el l lh t tuJ. yam a. 

~ ~~; :.~~~a~t: 1 ~! ::o ·~~~n& J:~~ ·r~ ,P~e!~e:, '::" 
t.hll • p~ Western eer les when the aithlr ha:I nen r bean tn t.baJ. he:a.1.,.,.ere, One 

al,mfs thinks t he wv l es an a:cellen t aiud)r In these oaae, but the n stores weN 'llll"ltteri 

In l.he 's il ent • days .90 no help could be glemad tra:i th em. Atcoai:tiere oould perilap a 
haft beEn obt.alned ff'OII tbm bt.lt d i d Qiu Hea ll ton en r tek l U me to Ylslt the otn eae.? 

Hts prodl &lou• outpUt 1IOUld ,e ec t o Dake th at J.q,oa.st ble . One ts forced to f eel , ln 
the absenc t or MY clu es to th e re uon rnx:i &be Rl'l ter h lnN lr , Uiat ht "as abl t io 

presen t the Rt o ltd 1n a natur al .sett t ~ bee&lst he MS lust that dnd ot ,rlt.er. Per­

hapa It all came out or hie t c.ogt nat ton (H, c. Wall a nenr pe r sonal )¥ met a ttnrtlm ). 

Cha, Bm llt on ta: a ca ster or the s chool st ory, th e spot"t• 9tOl"f and al.90 the West&m 

and tt h al.80 poutbl e t ba t , bad hi t ried hta hand at them, h t o.ould han g l'n!n us 

great blatortcal 1ams , ,o Jence- tto.tton phutut ea and war sior 1, .,. The abon 1111Clr'do&• 

ha.a bean •~oYeb Jt tor Dt to get out o f 'ef¥ ,:Yt tec Wt dou not add an toe.a to dl t Kn~ 

l edge ..e a lr vodf han on Cbas Hm:11lt on. One hope, tbnt aor e a.itob!ographtcal data on 

our taTIU"1to aut.hor •a works fl'l ll ooct to li ght troo a ponisal or his \11pub1t.-ie<1 poPer s, 

(t«7t£1 n. Rto U d ,t or lea eppeared ln the ear lY dals or telklng ptcwre, - ID, ) 

~: Stiff twl Fency Let ' , Be ControY'lr'allll being ...oh si old bo7S I &Na&.11 

~ our obsC'M'atlona on th e Rto It.id. To Cit It ha.1 nnv bttn SUJh a Q1'8ter7 ihat 

Frmk Rtohord1 was able t o Rl'l te 10 ca.sterfUl lY on th e Wild WHt. Nost men han l on d 

00flba1• from a yery eo.r].y age, and Frar* was no excep ti on. !bare wae pl ant;1 of reall1 

rtra~lua wtnem mt.trial - st<rl t e and plcarea - a'fa tlabl t IIIMl'I he -. JOWi&, Sld 

I ban no doub t Cbat a ,rtter ot ht1 ablllt7 oould l t t b11 t aaglnat l on ,u td e h lm io 

wrltin& IO COO'f'lnct nal.7 . I agre e "Ith ycu lhat """ th e Popular Ud lta"lH were 
,.- 1t ten ha wu at hh pe ak, Ren11 tb e aupertorlCJ d the se , t or te, 01'tr Ulo" ot "ten 

19a-1 later. Incldentoll.)t . t:he ctLlY cU,t.alte I enr not loed was a referenoe t o putti ng 

tb e sate t7 oot ch on a Colt N'fOlTer - tl)GJ nenr bad UWr:i. '!be .ti ol e tll l n& mekH a 

ftr7 1ntert1tln& .subject fer debate • 

. ~il fifnWl!i!, ~~ .. :'f ~1;:our ~::lnf~r:~ ,:-.;~t ~=':•!!, N~u I :: :.~z:~u 
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ot one ktrd or 1nother, 1n the nationnl or l ocal preaa , er oceas tonall)r In l e11 
predictabl e publl catlons , to tbe "M>rk or Hnolit oo. AJ.ooat with out. em eptt on they aeem 
to De to betre¥ ignorance or 12\e real acope and no.ture or his out}'.(st. The gener al trend 
ta t o typtty hla aa an 10\dl., yarooh, le ggot • enthor cro s sed with a • stlt t upper lt p , doM 
wtth cads" advocate . Hors epl eY abrunds , or course tn h l a wortc, a.s do probl ems ot school ­
boy honour; but how ad\ el S<l there ls besides , tha t seem lo littl e recognt aed. No, 
th e tact Is tha t though they dt ah CAtl tbe nonsen.se, tt. ~se er-1ttc.a don• t know th e ir stu tt . 

;;r~~~n SlOc=~J:I~!: ..!t:a:c, a::1,: =~B=~~e~::!,~o=~:sr:~s 
Frmk Rtoblrds . I wW t.ell him. F4'IY Seorles Broob <Ud. ni.at l a ~ Tletr and one 
honestly arrived at &tt.er re8dlng l'u¥1red a ot ach90l stol" tes by both szthora . , I wtl l 
give hlD the nfCl8s ot thre e school stor ies by Brook.a t hat l think were bette r t.oon 

-Rlchord a• •Ootmtall aeries . • Fi rst •The Scandal e.t st . Fl'ank'dl ecr tes. Kecondl)' th e 
•H!Yldforth In Di sgrace' series aM thtrdl.J the Bernnrd Pornst series . These Tlews will 
obvlousl)r nor. be held l>Y· d.l rers or atar l es Hao1lton , bUt the quest i on was naked and I 
hnVC answered It. 

t:e§tJng held 25th Seotect>cr, 1962 
The Septect>er ceeung wa., one ot. the cost enjo)'ab l e t or sc:ae t tr.e . Despite 

@ol ogtes t or non-attendanea troc our two Burton Demer s , twelve or us , tnol.udt ng a new 
C).?)-",or , Gerald Pr ic e or Blackheath , bad the pl ea.:aire or ll stenlng to one ot Ted Daveyta 
Bl:llstng and tn atrUctlve talks . Taking a., hi s Uj ect part t cularl.Y Oreyh'hr a , he dnlW 
at tent ion to the high t:m'8l principle s , the never t antng ~,'the 8l'.oall ent Engl.lab 
am the clever})' woven pl ots ot these sohoo l stor i es ot Frmk Rld'lards . Quot at tons 
rra:,. a Bunter Book & •Bill)' Bunter t s BmTtng OUt' Illu strated "too, another pctnt 'lflteh 
"as out.standi ng tn Frank. Rtehards Yltlrit .. real Ut a obaraotterzatton IC11ch wu unror-t­
lmatel7 l ding t n th e lil9Jcrtty or other school at.cry ,rlt erst wortc.s. We all enj oyed 
tll.ts talk. "1 teh lnwlved SCDe intere iltl ng points or dtaeu.,stoo . Natural })' other s ot 
u. 1'lbo had other Inte rest, besides the Hactlton atcrtea , di d not entlre l.Y agree wtth all 
ted setd and a l l WlY debote t oUOffl!d. 

The qutz set bf Jack Cortlett was, ll ke that or l as t o::>nth, a s tttt one and tan 
Port.Er Md Jaok Bellrl eld •N 1olnt wtmera: . N<X"mn OregCl'Y waa the nearest In •Gues s 
th e NUabel4 OOCl)etltton l¥ICI W<lrt a N.L.L. Old ser i es No. ~1. We were deligh ted to aee t.hls 
oonth ' s • eou ecr.ora t tec:is. This Mas s.o. L. NQ. 58 •1be Butt or the School• b7 Ntchael 
Pool e Md as everyone knows, Tcc Porter has been ~ an:hlng tor this, t o COI!l>l&te his 
full ooll ectt on or s . o .Lts t or ntn e or ten y(!ars . Congro.t.ulattons tr-oo us all • Toa. 
And 3S Too added, t t cacia along as a result or tlle gre at generos tey or »r. w. D. Neill or 

H~ ; : r ctt-,u.sst on lnt J'OdUee4 by J ack Belltl eld , th e mect>ers were t.Nated to a 

1. 

l 
I 
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t lne readtng b)' Nadge Corbett or her hUsband' s C(lltrtbut Ion t o the Austrollnn Col.den 
Hours Magaz.1ne . 6Ubject - Prnnk Ri chards th e Dol!n t o E8l"tl'l Author. The Llbrar7 
rattle was l'IDn bf Rey Bennett . 

HARRY BR.OSTER. 

~ 

When cecbers gathered at th e Book Bazaar on Thtrsc28)' • 11th October a t 6 PA they 
were very ple ased to welc<n1 to the meeting Arnold lteena 'lf\o bas been absent t roa Ule 
rants tar sooo ttoe. 

After the ch.aim~ S)'d Sey-t.h • had opened th e proceedings , the secreta?T gave ller­
rePon on the happenings 1n club circles stnce too prevt ous ceettng. The London Cl ub 
mect>ers wtll be pleased io hear that their toped gr-eettng ts new bein g mjeyect bJ 
J&Ck Jtrtagh tn New Zealood trca wh:1:1 we wtll dwbUess receive sOt>e interesting 
conants . 

Lett ers troc Too Dobson In Victo ri a • Bll l G(i'lder ln Canada and Bi ll Hubbard In 
Xer11a ,iiere then read and discussed. Betcre the meeting wss throM open t or general 
toptcs the quest Ion or a. Orlstca.s P~ w.as brought ~ and tbose present expressed 
th e wt:ti. that arrangecents cad e las t 1ear be rep ea ted t.hta 1ear - date to bG decided 
at Noveccer n:!etlng. 

The Bl ake enthu s i ast s held the floor as both t opics disc us sed tor t.he rest or the 
oeettng were 1n th ts tl e ld. unanla,u., deotslon on t he long awa it ed Podro s .B.L. •K111er 
Pack9 was tha t 'lflat happened to the grand old dlap, !hw l d not have happened even to a dogL 
Even the supporte r s or the Old Guard, 'flflo are always eccuaed or being rank sent.ioental • 
1st.a deOered they coUld not swallow tt ln AlCh l arg e doses as served 1n Pedrots dream.s. 
oo. unanloousl7 NO, Pedr o' s bOnes ~ never have tieen 30 tndecent l.Y dlsturbect. 

Syd Smfth, 1'lho hoo th e pl easure or aeettng Blake autho r, St8'1ton Hope, before hla 
death ree entlJ' 1n 9Ydney, SJPP11ed sooe vef"Y' lnt erutlng det ail s or the sc ope dt hle 
vari ous actt vlttes and prootsed that when all th e data has been collated en a rticl e 
will be publ lshed In the club oagaz lne. 

Treasurer Euite Carter then dealt wlth tt nanclel oe.tter s betore the oee tf ng ed­
Journed. to tho nearby o.otr ee !hop tor a =oat pleasant conelualoo t o th e evening •• 
00.stness . 

B. PATE - Seeret.ar)' . 

Neetlng he}d 14!:P Qetober. 

Thi a was another splendid Meting, wt th a Vfll'Y gOOd a tten<1.nee, tbe on)y absen t ee 
tictng Bill Crcenwood, Nlo sent h i s apolog ies. To eO\.lltert>al enoe this , howeTer, we were 
most. pl eased to weleooe a new oect>er1 Hr. Galley of AlgbUrth , moN so as lt l a a oon­
stdere.bl e tfoe stnce we last ho:! an add ltlon to our oetlberShtp. He quickly made htme lt 
nt hoce, and we cost s tncerell' hope he wil l tlec0Cl9 one ot our band of regulars. 

We got orr t o m enr]Jt st.art , the run and varied progf"(ICDEI U>Gludlng two qulu u , 
th e usual oetiate , tirJsk l1tira17 business , and mah tnfon:ial dtscuaslm. The fir st quiz 
an exCellent e rrort SUbclltted bY Normsn Prognell . ,es wen by George Riley , wttb Bill 
Windsor second. f'rank ur..tn ' s equally entert a ining llst or posers resulted In a " In t,y 
Btll WlDd.sor. cl ose Jy t oll<*E<! bf George Ril ey 8"ld John Fan-e ll. The deba t ing -.tt>Jeot 
chosen b1 Jack Horgan ms a ft1" good one, lltllob gave ri se t o wch animated dlacu.utoni 
Norom prCDlses a slmllor ooe tor next mc>ntb. 

OUr-next o u ting wtll be the A.G.H. 8l'XI as Uler e ta tuc:ll tci,crtant bUalneH to be 
dealt "1.th• lnc ludl~ the t l ec tl c:xi or ottleer.s , we are bope tul. that as nmy members a.a 
pesslble " 111 tie present. 'ff:1:11 will probabl.1 be the c~e 1 th e section ot l at e aeec lna 
to haw taken on a new dld rev it al i zed le aae of llf e t "11ch Is cost grattt')'lng to al l 
oonocrned , not l es st th e trtr..er . -.......... -..... -.. ~-··· ............... _ .......................... _ .................................................. _.. ...... -...... ~,- ....... -, ........................................................ ... 
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Nnt ntectng, 1tt.h No'N:lber (6 p.n.} at Blll W'~nd.scr•s. 
l'RANI( ' CASE, 

n.e October oe ettng, held at th e holM or Rwben Godsave at Leytonstone on SUnday, 
14th OCtober, "68 a hopPJ and lolly oocas ton. A good attendance enJoyod a vm-ted pro­
gracme. T1IO Desert Island C~antoos ael.ect t ons , bY Lauri Buttoo dle1 Leslie Toda re­
spoct lw lY, were intere sting, Md as a result Sob O\tlrry increased his l ead nt the t op of 
tile oo,,ulorl!;Y e.>1>1.. . 

Tea wrtebt gave an tDllln& reading of a St.. Sac' s episode, punctua t ed tbroughout 
b)' heart)'" JaJebter troa t he li st eners. Bill Lorts won Don Webatert a Nelaon Lee qutz. 

Nearly all present ah'ed t he .tr vi ews l n the debate cm Rct ort'led Chareete"rs. Four 
round! or a cxxlltled • nu runatort qutz were held , d\l s dell ght.rul ga::,e being tnti'Odlleed 
by Reubon Codsa:ve. 

Tbe HODlltQ n Library In oharge of Roger Jenkins, did brlS bua lness , and tbere waa 
a healtt(Y' deDand t or 1 8111¥ Bunter•s Bod;ygl.Ull"d9 and the Ceo catalogue . 

Nert aeet lng at Ul8 hooe of Hr', and Hrs . Len Pockcan , 'l:l 1\rehCJa.le Road, Caat 
~~ London, a . E. 22. Phone To1111ley :ifl:44. Please tnronn ho3ts tr Intendi ng to be 
present, 

Wa.E BENJAMIN, 

If!, W, 00 c, LCfl§ BER£hV!D 

nw oother ot Blll Lofts , London Club 11eCitler and popul ar contr ibut or to c . o., di ed 
verY suddenly on Nondey DOmlng, OctobEI" t 5th. ~ behalf or all tt s rceder s Coll ectors ' 
Digest expresses i ts deepest t(ftl)a~ with Bill i n hl s sad loss, 

Heettns held m §AtlD'daY, l3th Ootober, 

Ctr aia!rmn, Oe orr rey Wlld e , lO.S back wi th us this month to open another ,r,el100 

att ended oeett~, a little later tilan usual , 11~.iy business , plus the sale or 90G'.l6 
air-plu s cagne t s, haVt ng taken l onger tmn expected. We were pleased thnt Elsie Pol.ri)er 
was na)l'lg those presen t, her departure frall the d lstl' l ct hav ing been post.pooed tor th e 
ttaa being. Another stalw.:irt, Herold Busby , ts 111 In hospi tal, and we serxt our best 
,rtdle s t CI' a ~eedf rccoft!')' and r eturn to the fold, 

n.e c trrutes am tr"ealllra"itbrartan • s reports were soon disposed or , anct then CerTY 
Al.Uson rea:! sooe or the Int eres ting correspondenc e rece i ved cllrlng the month, BJll 
Thurt>on or car:trtdge twte a turth er donat i on ot books tor th e U brory and sa:ie ocntc,s 
were purahaaed aa SCDG or our postal o&t:bir s ware showt,._ m tnc.reaa tng Intere st tn the se, 

'.fhls cooth sem,tb.l blrthdaf or oi.r President , P, c . WcdehOuse. He was written 
acknowledging cxir gree ti ngs , 8ld tella us he t a busy wr1t1~ a book• and when n, ts ( 
ttnt.~ed he has proo lsed to rec ord a t alk on tftPi fer us , te lling or his OM'I bO)'hood 
reoi::U'* • J ack Wood told ua aboot the new Btmtor book.• rll toh has just been publtstled and 
pctnt.ed out there ts ool¥ ooe more t o cooe , J:10N•s t ho pJcy, unless soce ot tb e 11.1bsU-tuta 
writers get cr ocJclng agaln . The rest ot t he e'vcntne: was de,oted to watch i ng ru e , both 
o:,1'1111 varteey and sttl l s. Noll¥ AUtaon !h OW<ld sane ot the Chester f Jeld re union and 
9CX:lO t:e.ken at Hatloek at Ea.tte r . Tom Roach t oll oued on with d'I excell ent progracco on 
gener-al tnt.eres ts. Ron HOOP.On rowx!ed ott a t'ln o eventos.•s entertatnoent w(tb ~ 
still a or glor-1~ scenery of Scotland , and a few takal at Natlock tn our bottl e A 
novel and enj07ob le cee tlne. · · 
..... ._ .... Next . oeettng, Saturdq , . 10th h'ovectler. ''"' " ' ""'""""'"'M"' ' mMHbHMH_,, .. - .... - ·-~· ~, ............ _...._ ......... , .. -
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YOURS SINCERELY 
(ln t ere5 t1ns lt ms trm the {61ltor •a ·Letter-bag) 

UAfir:1&'a'I.~~~~~:!: 1n·=~·.,~~~o~OC: ~!!:n~t1:~:: =1
~ ~,~~1rc~: 

wltb everr good lntentton or ke eping on but at t er a ..tllle loae heart . 

hi~ WAJ.!E ~~~~)~~ you for the l'18I\Y haPPY golden boors you have glven us 

~ ~':!1~1~1v!1

: !~;.,~,5~~1!!gg~.,n=~~!~1~U::!!::s8~~~~;~1: 
these chnracters. Hy congra wl attona t o both 'Philpot Bottle s• .. a real good chuckle 
al l tbrough. 

:::, 8w.t1f ea~::~:a1,!:~ia11!n~~=~~-:,err:: ~·:c!:i~ ~~~~· Y:= ln 
o.s a spec i al treat. c.o. ts ttf f avour it e r eading matter anc1 I alWQ'S l ook f orward t o each 
Issue with keenest o.nttelpat l on. Many tba.r*a fer t:Wtt ~ such a .!IPlencUd lob ot our 

pc rtodt oals and ror the valuable end unseltt!h serv i ce rendered '° our hobby. 

~F~~~~tei)~~~ !::d totl\a!:nt100~5:°ro~s!i:9c~n~ a:':~ ~~f~~!°" 
Folks for 1907 and I treasure lt t or l ta high artist.So and literary standard• Artists 

~:::t:!:c::·~~er~a~~~~=::•t:;,,~~:~~l~~~~t~no~lr 
Arthur Bryant , tll.e dlat l ngulshed hi storian and rons Hadoi Huett er , "10 wa.s to ach l ne 
grea t er raoe tn other r lel ds o.rter he ctu~~ed bis nmae to f'ord Hadoz roro ln tbe Urst 
•at"• 1t the prodUctton or a ca::itc p(t;er ea.1ch a., Puck ls a lost art ., th e pl"Odaotlon or 
a dltl.dNfl•s oonthly such M Littl e Folks bas been lost "ltll tc. 

:£VtJ!1th°i?! ~!.~~~i\1~~~ ~~ a~n~ :ern\~~=~~!~r:a;~e....=~~~ eITOr? 

1 There•a a breathless huitl In the Cl ose tonigh t• 
Ten to Mke and the m td\ to "tn • 
A buc(>tns pitch Md a bUndq Ugtit ., 
.An hour to PlaY and the last mn tn. 
AM ti • s not t cr t he sake ot a ri bboned coat , 
Or th e seltJ:11 hope ot a sea.aont a t ooe, 
But his CEC>taln' s hR on hta: shoulder stlOte .. 
•Ploy up' PlQ upl end pl 8J t.he game&• 

(A pr i nt er's s lip changed Slr Hat?')' NewboU Into Newport. To coq:>ensau tor our "Tel'7 
JUJe error we haVe pleasure to printi ng th e U nes - m.) 

~l~~n~ oe~r:o;;oc,~!m~:,7 p~~~ ~rt:e 1!::,::t!~1:h~:~:.mk 
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Sexton Blake Today 
oufli AND LITrLE ciRL M No, 509 ~ 

A good book and a good ron tor 1 ts ca:i,anton. A ator"/ of t\Yst ery, Intri gue and 
deduc tt or., agal nsc. a backgroW,d ot ktcriapp t ng. 'nler e are thr ee ciatn groops of dlar'ao­
ters , an having dtrterent motives nnd none or thee knonln& the M'lol e truth or the case 
unt ll the tin.al chapter. The pl ot COTers t he l ove ot a mn for h ls ctstross , uie greed 
ot coa::ia.ndo klll er s t or coneY, a third cants des ire ror revenge l1ncl an tntern att o,ull 
crook• s use or all then enottona t o gatn a nev, secret weapon - 1 th e Oroansr•. Oood 
f ast ac ti on, well-dra m charac tor s , good di alogue and a detective mto uses ht a J)O"ers of 
doduct ton to the full. 

Hr. Han900 has produced a book t.o please all tas t es. 

PHJLIP ClfAKQB 
A."lother excell ent novel conta ining al l the tngredtents or rtr st cl ass det ooU n 

tl ct lon ... superb var t e<1 charac t crt sa tt on; o care tul}y planned and clever]¥ devel oped 
pl ot; a snui& , acti ve, t ntenselY lh UD8J\t det ect.Ive Mlt'kl ng aga ins t t.l oe to stay an 
uecu tton and save th e lit e of a oan \·bo once sa.ved hi s; a fana ti c "'1o wlsbed to pltey" 
chess wtth lh' e men; and , above all, t hO high stmldard or lit era tur e and sto(T'"t ellt.ng 
l'lllch l s the hallll.ark or thi s author ' s nork . 

Fra::i th e tlrst vivid word p i cture or a ho ll d.V erc,nd's Inte res t tn th e unusual at 
se~ desc ri bed tn the openi ng li nes , throUgh t he Mger and cti>.arasst'lcnt fe lt by Sexton 
Blake and hi s f ell ow war-time Res i st.Mee wor kers In Fr ench North Afric a. as they watched 
a t ide or pat.hettc rerue ees r-et urntng t o Kar se lll es frUl t ha t sc.me Algert a.n terrttorY 
as t hey hel d a 20th reu,l on or thei r group , ri ght throUf,h to the unexpected ond entl rel)' 
sa ttstaot ory ending , this story grips th e readcrt lc.oglnatlon and Interes t. 

J. ri:ust t tor all collecto r s• book shel ves. 

*********************************** 
YQllt§ 81NCOU1.Y (CCl\t1nued tr m page .}1 ... ) 

~ 1~os:;n~ ~; !S:s't: ~~s~: ~!e:~ r r~1{=t1;: ;~:a::sbeto 
about 1924. ts I t poss i ble for any of your experts t o SUJ>PlY me wi th any lnfon::iatlon 
about thi s s eries - date s, otc? 

lffll£Tlf\<~:nrtnod%e:1l!oo~,~ou~:~ldt~e;;~ c:t=.e~
1
:: ~in/f~:e ~b:ra 

th e <Jays men Stell a Stone was cnpta ln Md th e •bounder- was Augusta J.nstruU'ler-&"Offlle. 
How well I recall her aITIYal at curf House wi th Pegay Prtston , how the l att er saved 
her lif e In Ule school tire; her expul s i on and her re turn as •011ve W6)'1l.e9 • They were 
to ne mnderful stories althou.gh I adc l t tha t as the ye.u-s went by t hey becaoe l ess 
ln teres ttna. I ltked Bett y Barton & Co. but never as DJch as the cur f House alrls . 
AA.mt.It. CARBJN (Ru.gb1h th e Digest gets bet ter and bet ter , and I enjcy al l secti ons or 
It , bUt I 111st MY how ent crta l nln g Oaru,yt s Diary t s. For a f ew mnen ts each mcrith I 
teal as though I was liv ing In th e paat aga in. A nostalg ic md de ll atittul t eeltna . I 
also lik e vtlJT 11.1ch the tll ustratton at the he ed of ChUDS 1n Council . It res:itnCla ce or 
the ds,s l'flen t sot with r:q s i st er and brother with one or two cousin s fn fron t or the 
tire, Just to talk. I ge t a strang e feelin g ins i de cie \'Il er, I look at t.bat fin e drnfl lng. 

Wi ~w!tlifW!MrJ~ ~e:~dcb~· :: 1:e j O: ~ m~e~ ::~ . cover to tlle back page . 

- .. -~~~"MOM"~'~tf~~ b,··~~~ ·~~c:~~1g!~.~~:e1~r;;: ~~~~t'>i~:-OM•M-,Oo<•-M,O~"M' 


