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ffiIBUTE li'ROI! MmSErSIDE 
Many thanks to the very large number of readers who wrote us 

expressing delieht with Olll' recent Chri stmas ll1.1Dber, •THE l!EllSEYSIDE 
FOGWRN", the monthly Newsletter of Olll' Merseyside Club, has made a 
wslcane retum, and it has the following coment to mke : 

"The Christmas Number of C,D, has arrived, and it is, without any 
question, the best ever, What warmth end nostalgia it brings! It seems 
impossible to ~create the magic and atmosphere of bygone Yuletides 
but this C.D. issu es goes a very lon g way towards doing so, The only 
drawback is that the tanptation to read it nov, some weeks before 
Christmas, is too strong , when a little patience - until, say, Christ­
mas Eve, would brin g even greater mjoyment . The editor knows exactly 
what his readers want - especial l y at Christmas time," 

Collectors I Digest is grateful to the Foehom for so generous a 
tribute, 
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'!HE LONOON CLUB CATALOGUE 

The new catalogue of the Hamiltonian Library , sponsored by 
President John Wernham and issued by the London Club , i s a magnificen t 
piece of work, Splend i dly printed on fine art paper, with a number ~f 
$uperb phl\tograp hic reproductions , it is more than a mere catalogue -
it is a real collectors' item of great wort h. If you have not yet 
secured a copy , we advise you to lo se no time in doing so . We con­
gratulate our London Club , 

THA!IK YOU1 ALL 
On the three days pri or to Christmns, hundreds of Chri stmas cards 

an d l et t ers poured i n a mighty flo od into Excelsior House . They 
bro ught the good wishes of readers and friend s from a ll over the world, 
Every one of the cards was hung in th e editoria l lounge ~ver the Christ­
mas season , t o give your edito r a glad Christmas . But durin g thos e 
days your editor was "doin g hi s bit " every af t ernoon at the Bunt er 
show at the Queens Theatre in the West End, and fi ll ing up every other 
wakin g moment of the day in producing this issue of Coll ectors • Dige s t. 
It was just impossible t o r eply t o a ll r eaders who sent al ong their 
gree t ings , and I take this cpportuni ty to express my wann thanks t o all 
who sen t to me. 

THE EDITOR. 

"I SAY YOU FELLOWS" 

At 10.30 in the evening of December 27th the B,B.C . broadcas t in 
the Home Programce, tmder the above title, a discussion on the work of 
Fronk Richards and something of an appraisal of the man himself. No 
doubt scores of our r eader s heard it . T!,.:se who did not missed a r eal 
treat. . 

I ntroduced by Alan Gibs on , the programme contained lengthy comments 
by John Arl ot t , Dr. Kem eth Smith and Denzil Batchelor , with cert a in 
r ea din gs , by Headl ey Goodall , from the au thor ' s work . 

All the•• gentle men confessed to have sp ent a lif e time unde r 
the spell of Cmr l es Hamil ton - a spell which s till r emains with t hem. 
They are in good company. The pro gramme left us with a real hajJpy 
glow . In thirty minu t es it was inevitabl e t hat many aspec t s of Char l es 
&mi l ton's work could not be touched upon. I t was , hovever, one of t l.e 
B.B. C's finest half - hour s , and a magnificent t r ibu t e t o th e world ' s 
greatest wri t er of schoo l stor i es. 
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THE MYSTOO OF TIGER TIM AllD '!HE BRUDl BOYS 
By 'I. O. G. Lofts 

If 8!lll reade r wer e t o a sk my 
favourite charac ter, I would have 
no hesi tati on in naming dear ol d 
TIGER TIM and his fellow EliUDI BOYS. 
These l ovabl e characte r s , which must 
have delif!hted millions of chi l dren 
in their fi r st r eading days , have 
alv nys had a very so ft spo t in ey 
lioart , 

What happy maDOr ies they bring 
back t o ce ! Of myself JI~ a small 
boy in th e late 1920 1s and esrly ,O ' s 
clutching riv rather tattered and 
grubb y penny com1ci - I coul d not 

aff ord the col oured twope nny is sues. 
Going down .t o our l ocal markot book­
stnl l and exchanging the!n a t the :rate 
of f our penny comics for one col oured 
o.,...!: "llch as th e RUNllOI.' and TIGER 
TIM IIEOO.Y, 111 ;;~.ieh TIGER TIM and t he 
BRUIN BOYS appeared . 

Some yesrs ago it wau :-C' l!()od 
fo rtune t o ceo t one of the first 
edit or s of t he RAINBOW and he related 
to me how TIGER TIM and t he BRUIN BOYS 
were cre a ted. Thi s was printed in an 
i ssuo of COLLW!'ORS' DIGEST f or 1957 
but for the benofi t of new r eaders it 
is worth repe,,ting . 

•J. LouJ1 a.iht. '111 wtll--kn....."'Wl: 
Illunrated by Irish Illustrat« , ffloN wortt ts bu t )nOt111 tn 
MBU. Rm«){L6 FJR.ETLY, f'fUf nRi, f'UN nnd FI C110tl, BUUSEYE, was 

called upon by the .Sttor t o tllu,tr att en lnc t­
dent n-a, a s t.cr7. 1be pus,ae d'IC$11l was WN the berotne Mpped troa her oarrtaa• and 1nt1Nd. a houH . .... t oll :..wed b:, tier •rtaer • n.-:t rm. Thi anta t, flbon knowled&• 
or c1d l'..Qc11ah n&11H na llnlt.ed , • as m..art t.hat tn Cb.II Jnstancfl a 1r111rt a lgnttled a PIIH<t"° er youthtul att endant; and he drew lna:tead a aoall 1trlped ucer, promenadt~ 
aertn• lY ~ibt ll)cn hls hlnd 1,1 1. nw eOltor &8.!Ped with aatont9'1CEl'lt, rll., laughed 7 but.he made a note r.f this coo lo antcal tor tutUN use. • 

!t th e time of writing the above I was m,der th e impression , 
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like many other coll ectors , that TIGER Tiii and the BRUI!i BOYS first 

appeared in the No. 1 RAINBOW doted 14th February , 1914, Thanks to 
Gerry Allison , however , I leamed a little later that these characters 

had appeared earlier in the PLAYBOX ANNUAL for 1912, but at this time 

jhey vere at MRS, HJPro 1S KIJIDERGARTHI. According to Amalgru:,ated Press 

records the very first PLAYBOX ANNUAL vas issued in 1906; but for some 

strange reason the BRITISH IIUS!lJII files state it was in 1912. In any 

case , so I em told, the 1912 PLAYBOX was the first time that TIGER Tiii 

and the BRUIN BOYS appeared, 
In searching through earlier Amalgamated Press publications , in 

on effort to trace earlier comic strips featuring these characters , I 

nt length locatod soce, but they did not appear in a comic ! Like 

Ripley I s f!llllOUS BELIEVE IT OR NOT, they actually appeared in the first 

volume of ARTHUR MEE'S NEW CHILDREN'S El/CYCLOPAEDIA for 1910 ! 

In bthur Mee I s famous work was a section ooti Ued 'THE PLAY!K}UR' 

which vas intended , I suppose , t o be a sort of relief fro m the other 

highly educational subjects . Included in the first fev issues , which 

had been bound to fol'lll ,l;he yearly volume , was a comic strip entitled 

FROLIC FARM. A number of cocic anicals lived there, vi th names like 

PIGGY-\IIGGY, JOIINIIY BULL, NANNY GOAT, DICKY roCK and ROIIPING ROVER. 

These onimals had n series of ndventures on a f a:n:, owned by a 1-lr, and 

Mrs, BULL, This vas , I p,esume, the forerunner of TIGEJ! TIM and the 

BRUIN BOYS; a few issues later MRS, IIIPPO 18 ICINDEJ!GAI\Tlll appearod vith 

TIGER Tiii and his other playmtes, Both the above comic sets vere drawn 

by a J ,S, BAKER (JULIUS STAFFORD-BAKER) " well -known artist in many of 

the Vict orian comic pipers and the ori ginator of CHIPS' f&mous CASEY •s 
COURT. 

It seeos , from r enders ' reactions , that the school of HRS lll.PPO 

was very popular , for shortly afterwards , the comic sets were amalgsmstod 

and the IBOLIC FARM animals joined MRS. HIPPO •s school , where gradually 

they vere pushed oor e and more inco the background - until they practi ­

cally di83ppeared al together . Never failing an opportunity to educa t e 

the young reader Arthur ~lee md the script underneath the comic strips 

vri ttm in Frmch as well as English - surely a novel way in which to 

teach tbs young reader the c;ysteries of tbs French language ! The section 

of th e PU.YHOUR incidontally was conducted by AUNT MOLLY, who also wrote 

the true suusing history of her door old f?iend TIGER TIM, relating his 

days in the jungle before joining !IRS. HIPR>'S schoo l along with JOEY 

'!HE PARROT, GIDRGIE GIRAFFE, JOLLY JUKllO, FIDO and the rest , 

.la already mentioned , J , S , BAKER vas the first artist to port-­

ray TIGER TIM and obvious ly ha ms the prior cl aim to oraa ting this 

omra ot sr , .eve n if it was suggested in the first place by t he e~ 
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On contacting MR. J .s. BAKER, however (he i s now aged over 90 end~ ...... 
living in Norwich) I learned that he was in extreme ly poor health and 
obviously could not remeober details about the se famous creati ons . On 
contacting his son , also an artist , but a landscape artist, I fo\Dld 
him much oore inf ormati ve. Disputing the earlier story. on t he or igin 
of TIGER TIM he asserted that his fathe r was the creator and that he 
was always very proud of this fact. Be als o claimed that his father 
was the originato r of the collie animals in t he comics and newspapers 
l ong bef ore the days of MICKEY MOUSE and FELIX '!HE CAT. It seems, 
th er efore , that , the true story of TIGElt TIM and the id ent ity of the 
original cr ea tor will never be known, especia lly as my edit or informant 
died la s t year . 

If J. S. BAKm !!!!'. the creat or he certainly did not draw thoo for 
l ong , as within a year of the characters appearing in THE RAINBOlr 
(where they had Joined MRS. BRUIN'S BOARDING SCHOOL) they were taken 
over by ano th er well -kn own illustrator, S, J. CASH, whose claim t o 
fame was OOMIC CATS. Shorily after.<ards tho most f amous art ist of than 
all sta rt ed t o draw th an - H.S . FOX11ELL; and I have no doubt that it 
was thi s artist who, by his fUll er, mor e robust end lif el ike charact ers 
made t hem as f amous as they were to be coca , 

Al th ough J .s. BAKER was a first-cla ss arist in his own field, his 
fir s t drawings of TIGER TIM and his playmat es were feeble , when com­
pared with th ose I grew t o know so well ·in th e 1930 's. It would be 
like comparing HUTTON MITCHELL •s BILLY BUNTER (Mitchell was th e first 
artist of the MAGNRr) to that of the famous CHAPMAN! 

. H. S. FOXWELL'S output for the RAINBOW and TIGER TIM' S WEEKLY was 
fantast ic, th ough I am t old th er e were severa l understudies who filled 
the breach during illnes ses , holidays , etc . Such was the success of 
TIGER TIM that when the PLAYllOX started in 1925 they were there 819'in; 
this time the gir l count erparts , TILLY TIGER instead of TIM, once al9'in 
by H. S. FOX'tiELL, In 1933 Foxwell l e ft the Amlgaonted Pr ess Ltd and went 
over to th e London DAILY MAIL to draw thei r famous chsracter TEDDY 
TAIL. He died, I believe, befor e the Secom World liar . 

The successor t o the TIGIB TIM stripe wns a B. O. WYMER, an artist 
of whom I confess I know very little - and, indeed, mahy of my comic 
editor friends knOII' nothing a t all about him. His work was a cl ose 
reproduction of H.S. FOX'iELL, am he carried on ri !',llt up t o th e first 
casualty of tho war when, through in per shortnge , TIGER TIM'S WEEKLY 
finisheC: in 1940. llith PLAYBOX finiahing in 1955 and the RAIND in 
1956 door old TIGER TIM wns relegated t o the back of TINY TOTS, drawn 
nov by a hos t of different artists and a very wooden and pathet ic little 
creature .. comP"2'C<i with , the TIGER .• 'I'IM.,I . once .loved eo well. - ~ the .• 
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end of TINY 'l'OTS, this was, I bel i eve , th e last nppea.nnce of TIGER TIM. 
llhere have bean many a rgument s a s to who was th e gr eates t money­

spinning charact er fo r t he Ama.lgrunated Press Ltd . , and no doubt our ol d 
fl'i ends SEXTON BLAKE and BILLY BUNTER are well to t he fore in this ~ 
spect . 'olEARY WILLY and TIRED TIM, of CHIPS, ran for over 50 yea rs it 
i s tl'lle , but only i n one comic and n penny one a t thn t. But TIGER TIM 
ap peared in t hree col oured comics , in s trips and in st ori es , and th ese 
ran up a mammot h sal e of nearly 400,000 oopi es a woek. Nor must one 
forge t the yrorl y Annuals which were very ve ry profitabl e t o t he 
Am>1l gnmted Pres s . 

Do you r emember th e f oll owing (myb e a Christmas pr esen t in your 
younge r days) : PLAYBOX .ANNUAL, TIGEl\ TIM' S ANNUAL, RAINIDW ANNUAL, THE 
BRUIN BOYS ANNUAL, MRS. HIPRl 1S ANNUAL? What happy memor ies they bring 
back to us al l! 

~: ' Chat, ertio& Annual• 1868 , 1669, 1871 1 t87b, 1875, 1881 , 1885, 1886. Vlctorle,i 
1'i'1Iaren• s Books with Coloured. Pl at es , ctr fs tcu Annuals and Hagazln es. Old Xmas ald 
Btn.hday Cards , Valentin es arxl Scr ap Albia. 
ROBERT RAWST'.AUt;, 1 WHlttCRCf'1'9, JUNOR. J.VDUE, ft..UK)(I) , PRESTOO. ,.. ......................... ., ....................... ,,. ......... , ... ,. .... ...,,., ................... , ..... , ................................... ,, .... ,.,.,,.,,.,,,_,,, __ ..,_.,.., . ., .. ,. ..... ,,..,,,,.,,,,. 
~: Nel son Leea, lrltoo Jada, Thrtll ers , Detective Weeklies, BoJa Friends , E.s. 
~ · s .o .L•S; Novels bJ' R. Serv i ce, Ccmte Horgan, J. B. R«1drf:I:, E. R. Burrough s , 
Chums Annuals. All COIT'espo ndence answered. 
A.G . DAVIOOOO• 19} RAE S'i'Rttt, NORTH FITZROY, VICTORIJ., AtETRALlA • ......................... ----........ ,-................................. -... _.. .............. _ .. ,,.. ......... - ...... .,, ....... -... -- - -·""""""'""" """""' 
~: e.o . L•s sld B.F. L' s C"1taln tna st. F'raM.•s at.,rt es . Coll ectorat Digests 
~ 1960. Fullest de ta ll s io: NCIU1AN PRACiNW.• .3.3 BRAE STREE'l'. LJVD.POCD, 7• ...... ,~-...... ,_,_..,..,._,_,.,,_ ....... ,_ ................. -... -................... ,..... ............... .,_, ........................................... -...... -................. ,,, .. ,, .. . 
9~, s"!f~=~cR1i!;!·~;t~~~1:s S. 0. L' a conia tnlng coq,l e te stol"fes ct 

NORl1fJf .. PRACNEll.., .3.3 BRAE' STREET,. LIVDPOOL, 7 • ........ ,.~ .... , ..... ~ .... ,., .. ,.,,... ............. ,. ............................. .,,,.,,.,,..,,.,,. .... .. 

tt f./lCll Cf'F'ERED tor 19.35 Issues or fflE SCJIOCU:IRL aa ro11arirs: Nos. 2B1, }11, 312, .316, 317 
318, 321, .l22, 323, 324, 325, 326, V:, , ~ . 329, 3.l<, 332, 333 and 3.llt. 
?fl. N. LINFORD, 115 ALLPORT STREET, CAN?«ICK, STAFFS, 
.................. , .... _ ................. - .................................................... __ .. ,_, ........ _ .. _ ..... ,.,,. ................. ,, .. ..,., .. ,.,,.,,..,,,H .......... .,,. .. ,.,,,,,,,..,,. 
fOR &U.E or £IalANGE: Ha&,net a , Oema; Nelson Lees , B.F.L., e. o.L •• s.s . L. , lbl on J e.l:ka, 
etc . Send your wants U a:ts. !flIS K>Nl'H' S SPECIAL: •Boy Wtthout a Name' 800 •scboo l 
Elld Sp~ ..... - VERNON .LAY, ~ OAXLEICH GIJIDEMS, WRETSTONEr., LONOON! N.20 • ............ ,,..,.,,,..,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 

~: PopUlara, Nelson Lees, lttlon Jacks. :,a Sf. THOf1.l;8 ROAD, PRESTON • .............. -..................... -.......................................... -... _., ..................... _. ............. ....-. ...,., ...... _. ... --.......... _ ... , .................... .,..,,,,., 
~: s.o.L . 42; Nelson Lee No. 130 (;ld aertea}. Tour price pald or s.O.L' s• 
Relioii Lees, C-.s and Hagneta tor ucban&e onl)'. Would Hke t.o correspond with a reader 
1"'o ts 1ntErest ed tn Xmas rw.m:t>ers of s. o.L, N.L. Ge.ti! abd t1agnet • • 
Ml/'.N HOLT, BRITISH FJ1BASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICD..AND • 
...... -, ....... ,...,.,..,,,....,,,,, ..... ,_ ... ,.,. .. ,,H'O"•.,""" .. '" .... '"'""'_' .......................... .,,,,_,,.,, ,,,.,..,.,..,,,,,._,.,.,.,., ...... , .. .,_.,,, .. ,. .. ,. .......... ,,, .. ,,,,.,.,.,, .. 

~ Oem No, 799. B.r .. (Creen tun) 762, 764, 750 . 1ata . 1257, 126q C.o 1298. 
~TR.EE ROAD, OU> HILL, STAFFS. 
'"" ................ _ ......... ,-, ........ ~., ..................................................... _._,..,_ ... ,--... -, ............................ ,- ........................................ . 
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Sexton Blake Today 

(The -1.&t.Ht NoTela ln U'lt ..crld-tm:w:,ua Sext.cn Blake Li b~ nvtew b)' Nl.RGIJlET 

a:xlt<E. l 

Hert an th e covers ct th e January tssues ffltch will tie on 
sal• 1n the a lddl l ot the CICflth. 

;.. reprin t or an 
tal.ter new 11.lOk nonl , 
wt wel l ttOrUl a .second 
reacunr: . A strong p lwt , 
a well developed st.or, , 
plent)r or action anc1 
mystery, uctlle nt 
charactertea.Uon and a 
IIU'J)rfse encunc , cat.• 
this a &ood book tor 
C21rtstme.s. 

il-'ri:i!111ncer 
Despite hla statr ' s 

oplnton that t t "8.S a 
• oomrtght daal.able Le,-, 

pert-1c&etand lib~ 
Sexton Bl.8k1 accepu d M 
oU ve branch ff'OCI. Utt 
Duke and tuchess of 
Den1entwai.er and aJTan&ed 
to ,pend IDaa "ltb Chia 
at Dedl•tlh Abbq , 

81.lttolk. Ht lonaed for a nal traditi on.al Ioas "'IY troo Cl"'iml and dt a1>atrlrc calls tor 

help - tcr sr10ff efXJ turkq, Qlrtstira1 tre es end cni.okers, 1>art tu and oarols - and peace 

wlth al l t he trtmfna: s. 
J.s an Odd asscrtment or ctwstl uaa:i> l ed at th e Abbe:, tor dinner , S'I"" began to 

t all BM Suton Bleb bt1an to relax - unt-11 the7 piayed an atter-<ltnn.G"" &aDI or curcter 

Ind carder becar::e as Nal u Cb:rlat.cu - sudden , acontstnc , and u lnus,l lC.abl • as a 
,erles or 110tlT8l esa kllltnc, In tar f/lf'1Y i..on:ion. !lake c.eued to dNa= and ,rerit Into 

acUon . An exiallen t bode, t'Ull or Incident and action ; 111Yster, and suapenn until Ult 

tlnal chapter ..tien Blak e oxpoaes Ult l eader or the Engl.I .. c~ Lllt.erpart or the American 

•11un:ter Inccrwra t ec:1. • 

Both thue nonla are th e tt rst to appe,r l.n th e new t arat , IClleh ap art. trom l ta 

RlCh c.a.ller atu, dlft tra tt f7 ltttl • traa t.he old one. Dtaaopo lnt fnc for in ose or u., 

Nlo hoped, t o aee ~ S.1!.:,.L• C0111et•. with Pan Book1 .. anS 
1
s l c llar .. paper-b ack.1 .. ............................ , .. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
00 YOO J\OfflBllt? 8Y Rne r H.. Jeni:f y 

Noe l,O - !l()YS' FRJDID LIBRA.RT Ng, '33 - •Af:T[! LJCiHT§ (1]l'9 

Befor e the day a ot the SC'Jl.oolbafat OM'I Library, lona at orl es ot th e ffaollton achcola 

uaed to Make sporadtc appearaneea ln t ht paee, vt the Boyat Friend monthlY library . A 

ru::t>er or tb u e sto ri es were by .»1tlD.1tt wrlttrs: •school and Sport" , ' 'ftJrcu&h Thlct. 

end 1btn" Ind •n,.e Slltnt Thl"ei"' coae lnto Chia ca.i.ecary . A.n':ther set ot s tories wen 
b7 Qlarl es H8CJlton , reprinted t'rm tbt week]y papera: •eou1tn &tbe l •a 8choolday .. , •Ttte 

School Wlder Canns • . ' Harry ~ · 1 DoN\tall' and • The SchoolboY Ca.tl.l!lf'JaYs, • are tour 

that COOl8 readl]Jr to c lod here. There weN:, hG4tUer , a hMdf'Ul of talea apectall.Y wr i tt en 

tor tbis C"Onthl.1 Ubrc.ry b,y aiar1es Hactllton - ,eoeth t ng he nenr did tor the Schoolboys• 

O\·l'I Library - and it 11 tbts &l'0'4> o r orig inal stories that com:prJM th t C.Ollectcra' tt ms. 
The pNCedent was ~ " b1' No. JO •rm NerT7 & co- and uo. J8 •Tu:a NtitTY'• Conque~' 

both ,a-ltt.tn tn an tncen.acua, al~l• l'tY'le thar. mart th em c,ut as real J)U"lod pl effs . No, 

288 ' The Boy Without a Naoe• and lt, aequel Ne, ~ 'Ri vali Md Qwmlt tcn:i a pair about 

Htghclttt e , Grx1 aN uncloubtedl.Y th e moat te,x,ou.1 ot 411 tn thla group . No. l.13 •The f'eu:I 

BL R~ 11 secethtna or a <lllappQlnt.tient , rtr'lk.tng u a nry sib-etandard Rcdofoal 

atcY , alU'IOQlh Witten by th e real o.ren Ccnquu t . On th• othtr bmd, •At t er Lt£ht1 out • 

6n Ho • .:,SJ 11 ooe or the rarut end ~st readab l e or til e 1tnulne stort ea. 
f'Clr l(la obscure nucn , the Boys• Friend mcntbly Ubrartes wen alwaJ.s Wl<IAt t'd. 1be 

da.t e., can be traced by looking tor contqMral"J adYertiseants tn Ult Gem end tbe Hc&nn, 
but •J.tt er Llaht• out • &.hes us sotie other o.tut, to work oo. l t f eatures Levi .sen att er 

h l a retClrmatton, 1'llen Cardew and Racke haTt arTITI!d at the achoo l , and Hr. Rantcin haal 

reta:roed tl"<:1:1 F'lender• wt Ul a dJl:la&ed an:i that OIWIH hlt:1 to pace the q~ l e at 

n igh t - t.o t.ht dtra- or breakers or bwnds. 1beN ts mch talk er rcoc1 regulattona: , bl!t 

lt l oek.1 a.a thwgh th e nil warUoe thcrtages haw not yet arr tYed. f"roc al l thta lt 

would seem that th e •torY wa., ptmlt9h.8d In earlY 1917. 
It It a tale ot 1ome merit, "1th cltaners or that dlomond-cut-dtuiend quallt.Y or 

the bes t 1Avt1on cype. kacke spread• a Calse aooount ot bolJf L8l'1son aecoq,anled him tc 

Uw Green 11.tn, wttb t.he NS1l t that L...-teon 11 dropped trm th e ortcr.n t eac. A.tter Che, 

hffe tOUl,!lt 'lltter:i, In Jltylooct,e wocdJ , Racte 11 found ).yin& lNlenalbt. , ha•lne been 

battered by a cud&al. 1bt real hero ot Cbe at<rt ta L8"'hon 11.lnor, llho a• ts th e lllheala 
turning that t1"intual}y prove ht a brother'• IMOC.enet. 

The onlY real dlseppe,Jnt.oent la C8J"Cle'III "'°• tn th e • twentteir , would ban ple,yed a 

OIIJCIZ" part In Ule ltcr7 ot th i s tTP•. Rere he ..., rather a ~ t teure , but \h 11.t 

la Ml)' because ,.. lll"t Jud&lrc the tal e by fl-. hlatier ,td)darcla or tutuN 7eara. 

Dt-,tw ibis, •.trter LtlhU out • l a•~ .cqutattton r or sr:, colleci.c:rr'a 
bodt!llel t. 

TE OLDE C't'N I Qt.£ I NH 

Nol.lee In i.ht Ytstlbule - BachelCf' ta oratoua to aet ladl' Who 0111na eolleottc:in or Hqn et.s . 

with a 1'1eW to IIBITl a&•• Please eca::untcate wttb canager o f this Im , &lTJnc t'Ull part t-

. CIUJ.l!Z"a •• or .. collect ton. , ............... h ............ ........ ...... .... h ............................... ,. .. , ......................... . , .. ,,.,. ........ ,, ............. . ., . ,,. .... ,.,. .... ,,,,,,..,,., 
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LET' 5 BE COliTROVffiSIAL 

No, 63 , THE ICONOCLAST 

Nobody seems to know vbet ber t he present publishers of tho Blmter 

books intend t o oontinu o t ho se ri es with new st ori es from " s ubstitut e 

writer. It appears t ha t in onr ly 1963 wo shall see one n"" s t ory by 

Chllrles Horo1l.ton, nnd la t er in the yonr t oo sto ry on which ho was a t 

work a t the ti c>e of his death . App,.rent ly this •tory ms boen finished 

off by anoth er writer . 
The keen Greyf ri ars f an is perturbed at the i dea of t he series 

being continued by a substitute writer. 'iit h the a ecory of substit ute 

writ ers in the pas t, we wonder what kind of a picture Oreyfriars mny 

present in a few years ' tioe. 
I sugges t tha t it was by no ceans t he most tp.fted writers who neo­

esoor:Uy wrote the most succo88f'ul. s ubs titut e s t ories . By which I oean 

that n a.:m eigh t be a fine aut hor am ye t be incapab l e of wri t in8 a 

Gre:,friars or St , Jic ' s story which was a ccept a ble to the keen fan . 

There is a grea t tecptati on for the substitute writer t o introduc e 

his own characte r s and his own settinell to w e th e series his own, And 

if a Dlll dest ro ys trsdi ti on , as he is t empted t o do, hi s work will not 

be accep table t o t hoee who r::,ay know Greyfriars better than he doee . 

This urge on t he pnrt of any substi t ut e wti t er is human and nnd el'­

standa bl e . Ho is usin g ano th er mn •s characters and anothe r man ' s 

reputati on. The t 81llptat io n to introduce change and th ereby a:ake the 

se ries partly his cwn, must be ii Teeis tible. Yet I think it fatal to 

submit to t his t <r:1ptati on , 
A reade r , whose l etter appeare d in our "Yours Sin cerely 11 sec ti on, 

spoke in gl owing t ares of th e Clif f House st ori es wr1 tten by J obn Wheway , 

Our rssder referred t o th e cany changes introduced by Wheway, and bolt 

"be made Bessie 'llmt er an entirely different charac t er . " I doubt wheth er 

our resder would have found himself holding a oajori ty opini on, 

As a youngster I rssd and ooj oyed perhapa th e fi rst hundred or so 

Scnool Friend s t ori es . Yoars )At.er I came on Cliff House ap;abi , nnd I 

f ound it YdlrSO<>e,,isable. Sc cian.y old om 1.,,ctftrs drop ped ; so cany new 

ones introduced; so much change for th e sake of change , 'iorst faul t of 

all , s boys I school was introduced near Cli ff House , and thi s sch ool 

pro vided t he boy friend s of th e Cliff House girls , Stupidly e nough , 

Greyt'riars vas neve r ev en ir.entioned in t ill> Clif f House sto ri es . 

!lo doubt l'.r , Wh""BY was happy, He had ~.ode the series his own. 

Bnt a t vhat oost to th e cia:-cula ti on of his paper we shall nev er know. 

lie only know ths t Cliff House , as a separa t e entity , did not l ong surrlv e 
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Mr. Whevay, 
Many of the substitute writ er s introduced the ir own characters 

and tr ied bard t o cake t hee popular . Mr, C.R. Samway,, took ovar the 

Breyfriars st ories in the Penny Popular, rebo rn afte r t he f ir s t world 

war . In many ways , I think Mr, Sal!lrays the t:lOSt euccessM of all the 

subs titute writer s , f or he Jmew his Greyfri ars, and ha triad hard to 

i ml. ta te t ha Hamltai sty le , But in the "Popular" s t or ies, Mr. Samwaye 

introduced a character, Dannie Garr , vho """ starred f or quite a l ong 

twe , Naturally Mr. Sacvays had a soft epot in his heart for D<nnie 

Garr , f4ually naturally , th ere must have been a bard core of readers 

who found Carr a bl ot on the landscape . The Carr s t ori es had a ~od 

run, but they stopped wit h a sudden jerk , to be rep laced with the old 

Red J!a8net st orie s , 
! while back I was cr iticised for haviog l ed r saders up the g&l'­

den path 1n a very early Annual articl e by suggesting that Mr. E,S, 

Brooks wrote most of the Geo sto ries te tween 1926 and cid - 1931 , Said 

cy cri tic: "llov ve hear that Francis Warwick vas generally respo nsib l e 

f or cost of the stor i es in this peri od , " 
In my reply I pointed out t hat, during the peri od in questi on, 

early 300 st orie s appeared 1n the Cea, and it could s ti ll be a f al l aey 

t o assuce that Fran cis Warwick wrote roat of t hee , 
In Blald.ana r ecent ly, Mr, W. O. G. Lofts caitributed an article 

which showed that llr. War.,ick ac tually wrote !11 stories for the Gem, 

Not a l ot of sto rie s , coaparative l y , but what a l ot of chanae 
Mr, Warwick brought abput, Spaldin g Hall , a girl ' e sch ool vas put 

down near St , Ji o ' s ard Cousin Ethel vent there as a pupil , The 

Spalding Hall pupils becaoe the girl friends of Toe Merry & Co. Mr, 

Lofts t ells us t hat Bull y Burket t and Cyrus Handcock cace fioom Mr. 

Wann. ck ' • pen. So it was Mr. Warwick who now wrote of Tom Merry , 

Manners , Lowther and Handcock, the chlltlS of study No, 10. 
It appears to have been ye t another substitute vr1 tor who swept 

away Mr, Linton , and replaced h1o with the ill - f ated Mr, Pilbeac , 

!Ir, Warwick was ubdoubtedly an excellent vr1 tor in hie own 

sphere - but he va s not a good aubsti tut e wr:i. tar. When r:ry History of 

the Geo cor:,para tively recently , appeared in the Annual , I did not Jmov 

who wrot e the stories, but I passed t he opini on t hat the writer of 

the Spalding Hall snd . llandcock s t ories vas the worst of all the su l>­

st i tute writ ers - not because he vas in expert with his pen , but because 

he destroyed traditi on, I still think the 98tl0 , 

I t 18 qui te likely that any substi tut e writer, vho takes over the 

modern Bunter seri es , lll8,Y not face qui to the same perils ae the old 
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···--·---------·- ·------
sub writers in th e Maenet. I think it likely that hard-cover books 

rely mol."6 for th eir sal68 on casual purchaaers, and l ess on th e sup port 

of t he l oyal and true. It 1!18,Y .. on be t hat a new sub writer can be an 

i con ocla st - and get away with it . \le of th e ol d brigad e can only hope 

fo r the best . 
It' s jus t cy point of view . \/hat ' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL EX:HOES 

fl!' AAD 11D9)H: 1, too , f eel t hat th t o.B.B.c. wculd nn~r han been t1earc1 ot • bad tt 

not ~een tor the be l OYed tal es or Cre1 trl art, s ,. J tm•• and Rookl'food. Sexton Bl ake end 

Nehon Lff , 1:oc:1 as U., wen, "<llld on,J.y have been pleasant mmor-111 or our boYhood and 

not quit e eood tnouch to ban tormd th • •Brc:Utemood or Rai,py Bourt9 u dtsr old Hert>ttrt 

LecJcenby oMled th e movement. 

~t"=: o~ "fr.~'!!1~~:a"too ai:: ~t~~o ~ ha~.!;1
~~t 

1:;a' :en • 
ltN ·~7 Y8lu111 c.r th e work of our bel oved frft Rtchard a . However m.lCh Prank l.;rred 

wr l ttn1 , ht a work was al l on a COCl'.IMl:ro13l. bas t s - words o.nd tlme meant ooney - and no 

authcr could Mddle hl ue lt with the burden or e0 ClalV' thousand word a pe:r uek and 

expeet to reach t he pinnacl e or ...-t tera st.di u Dt<*.en1, Hee.aani or Conan Doyle. Pronk 

wa., a sn at M'l ter In hta sphere - Illa ch3rccter s were al l .so mob aliv e , a,.d ln cur da1, 

men Nadi.n& tOOk 1.,1> S> Cl1dl 11t sure ttae , we crew to lon th em a ll. 

flle nos\al& ta tht a t.eep1 aU n t , undeN'8ndabll . bUt t 1t1 ll think that we :f'ltul.d 

t.eep an lfenn t.H l • and try tc tn:t ert:iand that 1'l"U,ers lik e fl"llm Shaw are .n-tUng lllhat 

they t hink and not being unra1r. w- haw siy Int ent.Ion or ll' H ttlrc or tncurT l n.g Uh t 

wrath or l:lliDbera ot th t o.s.s.c. 

(our Contn>n r a l al colta1 has elatc.c:I that fl"Mk Richard s waa Second to None tn hla °"" 
sphere . I t has newr oofl1)8Nd hla wort. wit h toot of Dickens , Haegard or ConM Doyle , 

tor th8 a tn;,11 reason that no oocpar t ,on la pou lble. All wert suprecie tn th t lr own Une . 

So fer a.a cor:ntro lal t>uts '°'' - lllhat other bu t s bu any pro reu l onal 'IU"l ter'? - E. r. ) 

~ I ruu;~ed1::z.~!:tcr!'~!~!/~:;1~ho: = ~1 e~1:sis!:-Otonth8t"~c: :;r::!ned 

8":t:.a the li:i,ao t ror &ood hi Md on th t youth or th o le. t fifty years . 

~: The battl e with Frs\k Shaw b TUtl.Y ent ert a ining: he wrtu a well , and wteh 

I'1lob aoed aens e ; tiut I think ib i s round &OH to you. 

O~\i ;;~•i!.,,hfP~.=•:::::::.~~=.~=v~: ~~ r~!~:ics:-ou~l:: . dellat,ted 

: ."~~ .~·~~~":,.-: ,!ct;!:~~~~~:!.:."= ": !:adu 
ra na t.o dt,tlnaut~ between t clol auy llf)d l oyal~ . I ocre• "holeheut ldlY "Ith your 

sua. ea tton that "6 lhould re,poct O'tftl"les HOC1t1ton• a wtlh In this oatur . 

~Uat hi waa ai tn , t looked ~ hi.a. u a trttnd or ~ yvar, • 1tardtnc , lllbo 

broulht IIIJCh p l tut.ire Int o q Ute GlroQgtl t he ciedltm .r bl, Pffl • 'lht b l&b moral tent of 
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bts s tor1e., helped to keep De straight ln CIV teens, lnatllltng ce with tlle urg e to •p l sy 

the pl~ and ut 8QU8l"8 tn all t hlnp . tboogh he ls no l onger with us, I shall al"eys 
respect h t s CJBOClY and be ever l as tln&.11 &ratetu l tor he lp re ce tT&d.. The s tnt <;rl~ or 
(1)81 s t rl endah tp can be proved by l Cl)'alQ'. 

R/,Y HOPKIN§: Yos , ym 8I'1il right . 'n\C word Idol ater ha.s nn unplenaant COMOtati on oi a 
bowl~, scraping tncUY1dual 800. I also e,t teeh an oodcd oeantng to It (Ttllch 08)' be c;y owi 
tiaaglntnas or cay st eo ! roll del v tngs Int o bl bll cal re adt ng.s fflen a TU')' )'CW'lg per son l of 
a f awning t or th e soke of ga ln. I thlli:: th!Lt we shrul.d not hlr l th e word Idol In the 
direction f'f F'reJ*. Richard s a t a ll. He ec:,penr, to r.:e to hav e been a oost hw:Dle c.on 
ble ssed with th i s e:z:traorcUnary gtr t or being oble '° lnw nt aavetal dttrerent mtcroeosm 
or hU.""nn Ute ond to peopl e thet1 wi th ohtraet.er s wttll 'Plllch we are all able to tdentlty 
our5'!lves. That he was sueoesstul t a shoNl that ne ean still enloY ggtn g back Into th ese 
lt ttle wcrlds and th e tact that we are tatter aoo old er than any or young character s ta r 
n, deten-ent t o our being at >ne with thi:!m "1tle 1'fe are s il ent partners 1n their · 
adventures. It we CM a.l.sCl Uwit F'rP tn our heart s tor maki ng us see that nas ty li ttle 
hab i t s (~h M tying and eavudropp tng, to -oentt on j ust t wo of th e ti lnor vtGes he 
portra1s} shOUld not be lna.ilged ln by ourael ns , th at l s oooethtng that we keep to our,,, 
sel ves bUt we can s till be eratetul to hlm. We can also b6 grateful. io t e.t e ( or what ­
ever tt Is tha t guid es us oll} that oade hltl pro fi c ien t t n this pleasure glvtng :wtlv lt )' . 
After all, be OOJld hav e been . ClOl'e pro rtct.nt tn .,ciae other tl el d ln Ylh1ch ffll , none ot 
us , might have ever even heard ot btci. J.nd had we not, we, none of us, would have had 
tbe pl easure or rece i ving mnthl.y th e &;ood old c.o. and of be i ng abl e to lnunclaUI Te Ed · 
with piles of COITespond~ ,o Chat th e poor chap CM do nothi ng but mtatl e out yet 
another ed ition ot c.o. 
BOB 'i.'HI'IU.: l i ve alJfQY's uatntalrled lha t Without HM 1lt onl a theN wwld hani been no 
~ no C.D. No s.P . c . The tact s speak tor thENelves . We all know that Frnnk, u 
an author , h..,d hi s t dl lts. What authcr hasn ' t? I sti ll a-OY he was a 8rtf'ld ,rlter ... he 
newr l et his readers dQlllrlf h i s heart and soul were in hts M%'k right till '2'1.e end. Quite 
f'rank.ly l don•t care 1t anyMe critici ses oe tor ~ t ng en idol cut or F'rook Richards . 
F'lU!l Ule age or e ight, I f ound hi s stories one ot t.he j,oys ot U t e. The.J gaw as SOD9-
thlng t o U ve up to • even It we t ail ed In the att e~ t . I Ill qutte tlnMhtned .tlen I con­
res.s t hat tear s C3I:l8 10 !Ii)' eyes Yllen I heard ot hls pas.st~ 

~E ~: ' Hr. Sutton want s to tlllM agel n. There Is noth!Rg phoney about the 
· ~siCTs serles. The:7 "8N some or 11ert1n Cl.lttord ta best stcr tes , as were the •x• 

ser les . Have )'OU notleed that Olarl es Hnctlton wrote a lot or etrcu s stori es tn Oee end 
Magnet ? Ht s l o.at storY or ctreus Ut e ffll.S •J ack ot Ule Ctrcu:s' In the •Jack ot ill 
Trades" _. 1es. · c.H. wa t have been Ver)' fond or the ctrcua. 

(C.H. ~ very torx! or all aspec t s of c i rcus U t e • E. F'.} 

~{G{~!ha~:1:;!~ ~~tl1~1'\~ ':l=t~ir:: ;t:'t«ith:~:r= s1:!:!ee 
dom f>l eet Street ID. oorc:,any ntth old editor trt enda of hls. 'lbe c01'Jl1lr sai.t on was ob­
vt ousJ.y moN tntl inate than 1t he wera be J,:w tntervtewed bY tll e Austr al.t an C'.'IJ:I. To a.if that 
Hope was a ncddlng aoquaJntonc e ot C.H. ls r idiculous. C.H. knew Rope as hr back as 
1915, Ml.en Hope ran awckl.es am p~Uitled aha~ GNJ'tr lars stc;irles to gtn, th e paper a 
boost . ln J.et.ters t,o Q8 Hope Dent tons bis collaboration wt tti CtH• tn_ th e Herlodt 
Eholm a tal es 1n the CN)'trJm-a Herald. Later , ..,_en Hcpe was on th e PCJPUlar, be aave 
C.H. authentic help 1n the prepar1.0& of th e Rfo Xld tal es . It Js well tnc.l tn Ple et 

StreetH~~~:";:~:z,= . ~~rwet! t :;: r.::ir:;,th M!N °f ood ot tranl • and Hope 
T1stted C.H. many time s t n France , Ylhlcb makes btm t ar tra::i. a noO:Ung acquaint ance. Hope ........ ,, ..... ~ ...... - ... '" __ , ........... ,_,_., ....... ~ ... , .... _ ................. , ...... _._, ............ -..................... ---·--· .. ··-·-...... - ... . 
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knew that "'1ntev or he ml &ht t ell the Au1traltan Club woukl be printed In c .o. ("'11uh C.H. 

oJght re ~) and he -.a. al.W81'a ertn:oe lY caut l OUI tn Mla.t he aald. 

(Olarl es Ho.mllt.on wrote l ea, thSl a couple or oosen of the Herlock Shobe• • tor l ea • ncne 

more than 9bout t wo thousand wtirda l n l en&th. 8l:'e}¥ '"" are not caked t.o bdten that 

Hacllton needed i.tw a.ss lst.:nc e or Hope or anyone el• • tn tbe wrl tJnc ot those litt le 

e fforts. l, 00 not qutta eee JlltW' Hop11 .should auw:e Uiat a'U't,htng he t.old \be Amati Club 

would be pr inted In Coll ec tor-st Digest . C.Oa:ients oadi In Fl it t si.r eti would sure}1 be 

IXl"8 ltk el.7 to "°°' t o OW-lea Hl!Clllton• a noti ce tban anythtnc he mt&t,t StJ)' In Aus tralia. 

In tllf¥ C43t , 'IQ' atiould ht bothlr? - c .r. ) 

* * * * * 
BILLY BUllTll!' S CiiRIS'n!AS CIRCUS 

The new pl ay, running f or a sh ort ca tin ee season at t he ~on I s 

The.otre , Loodon, has plenty of colour , plenty of ac ti on - and pl en ty of 

nois e . What core c ould youngst ers a sk for in s Merry pos t-Chri stcas 

show? 
The cas tin g of the Far.ous Fi ve is oor e successful than over before . 

For one t hing t he boys are of the right age. Harry Whart on is dark a.'ld 

s e ri ous ; Bob Cherry , 1,"Urly- haired, fair , and full o f high s~irits; 

Jemmy Bull pl ucp and stocky ; Nugent l ooks t he youngest of t he l ot, 

which is ri ght , and is f air and bri gh t- faced; Inky is no newcomer to a 

Bunter show, and i s excellen t, apar t fror. his tur !>an, which Hurree 

Sin gh never wore . It is evident that t i.. casting di r ecto r t ook very 

great pains to ens ure that the F111::ous Five vere just t he thing . They 

are an at tractive set of lads, and act with verve and ccnvic ti ob . In 

vi ew of this , it is a pity that they do not have a littl e ::ior e to do . 

The fir st scene, se t in the gymnasium at Greyfriars , i s theirs , 

am they Liake the very most of it . Afte r that , :pento!ili:e reigns sup rane · 

but it is very good pe.ntociLle . The s t ory i s wa fel'-thin . Col onel Wharton 

~s a a.,all circ us to give a perf omanc e on Boxing Day in the park 

of Wharto n Lodge . Soce cTOOks in th e circus decide t o r ob the Col onel 

of his valuables , including a Recbrandt . {Maurice McLaughlin , l ike Hr. 

Btddl e , ms not f or8')tten his "Baffl ed" . ) It i s likely that the show 

owns aa rauch of it s succ ess t o the producer as to the author. The 

split-second ticing of t he countless pieces of by-play hav e to be seen 

t o be believed . 
For the a dult Greyfriars fan, t he show is aa de by the opening sc ene 

and be my sig;, that we cannot see a l it tl e mor e of Greyf riars . But he 

will be a cumudgeon ind eed if be does not enter int o the j oyous sp irit 

of the whole entertainment , and enjoy every cin ute of it . 

For the third yeer in succe"8i on, Robert Lankesheer plays Mr . 

Quelch, and, with out any possi bl e doubt, he is th e fin est of a ll the 

(luelches . One would dearly l ove t o see hill as Que lch in a ser i ous 
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episode of t he cost famous schoolmaster in the world . 
A truly remarkable perf omence is givm by Michael. Anthony as the 

cl own. What a wonderful, versatile actor the men is! Those who recall 
him in a T. V. play early this year as a Clemen Officer , end recently as 
a harassed fath er in a Dock Green episode , will be delighted , 81ld .not I 
a little ast ollllded, by his oognificen t cl own. ' 

Peter Bridgecon t never spares hiDself for one. cioment in the r ol e 
of Bllllter . He is hardly ever off st age , and his e.'lergy . is breath-taking . 

F!>r the very fi r st t i!lle in Bunte r stage hist ory, the feminine ~ 
eleiaent is introduced ; Bernadette Milnes plays the ste?-(lau ghter of t he 
rascally circus propriot~r. Pe tite , wins ome and ' alt ogeth er chaming she 
gives a delightf ul perf orrance . 

For the carping, there are one or two sli ps which might have bem 
avoided. Friardsle Junction should obvi ously have been Courtfield 
Jun ction . The Ringmaster mentions t ha t Col onel 'olharton and his wife 
have gone cut f or th e evening. And the boys l ook very busin es s-like in 
th eir black am white fo otball shi rt s while Greyfriars oolours are blue 
and white. But only the ungenerous and the unreesonsble will feel l ike 
ca'rping . 

Eric Fayne is at the pian o during t he show, playing hi s own coo­
positions of Greyfriars music , plus a medley of popular songs . 

The London Club has a party a t the 1heatre for t he porf orcance on 
January 5th (a few tickets are still available at the moioont of writing) 
and th e Old Moderoians ' Associati on has a lar ge party there on January 
12t h. If you ere intending t o visit the show during · t he reminder of 
t he = , we r emind you t hst it ends of January 12th . 

And because the Famooo Fiv e are so good, we think we should give 
you the nsoes of th o players . Here they are: -

!11\rry Wharton , Gregory Warwick; Bob Cherry , Pe ter Saunders; 
J ohnny Bull , David Griffin ; Frank Nugent , Barry Henders on and Hurr ee 
Sin gh. Louis Aquilins . 

l!i t h charac teristic generosity , the Direct ors of City Stage Pro­
ductions f!PVe a special Premiere Matinee of "Billy Bunter ' s Christmas 
Circus " at the Queen' s Theatre on Saturday, Dececber 22nd in aid of the 
Lady Hoare Thalidomi de Appeal . The Directi on gsve the theatre and the 
cast gave their servi ces f or this worth,i< cause , and a packed house 
enjoyed the sh ow, A spl endid Souvenir Programce was produced especia l ly 
for the occasion. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PAOOlAN 

It gives i:te great pl eesure t o be abl e t o say that ey S.O.S . for 
i:taterial has been answered. I have al r eady received several interesting 
articles , whilst others are on th e way from overseas. Several readers 
have als o written to me requesting t he continuati on of the Union Jack 
fit les and authors , where known, fro i:t the year 1914 and working backward . 
The last yea r published was 1915. May I take this oppor tunity to thank 
everyone for their assistance and to wish you ~11 a Happy New Year . 

JOSIE PACKMAN 

* * * * * 
THE SE!iTIMEllAL TRAIL 

By Victor Col by 

Ho-. many of the avi d readers of al l things pertaining to our 
r evered friend Blake , have failed to be thrill ed by the crea t ions of 
Stanley Gordon Shaw, t o wi t - Fury t he Fur Man, and Jannaen the Moon­
slayer, and have failed to r evel in Sexton Blake ' s stirring adventures 
with t hem in the backwoods of Canada, Alaska and the F~ring Strait? Not 
nany , I kn ow. 

Like the clee.'l sweet a ir from the vast , snow mantl ed forests of 
Canada s o vividly port rayed in t he stories theoselves , Stanley Gordon 
Shaw' s Sexton Blake narrat i ves carriod a freslmess , cla rit y and c ol our 
s o red ol ent of exciting atcospbere in the g1'eet outba ck . 

If I ""Y be perci tt ed t o introduce a perscnal note , I would like 
to take t he r ea der back t o an occasion in the year 1928 , when as a boy, 
just tumed 12 years of age, I was confined to bed with a painful attack 
of i:ru:nps. 

To provi:le .., with sooething wit h which to while away the l ong 
tedi ous hours , my beloved mother had a rri ved back hoce (Amcliffe , 
Sydney , N.S.lt' . ) froo her shopping expedition , wit h a copy of The Boys 
Friend Library , 2nd series 152, dat ed 5. 7. 28 callod "The Roaring Trail!" 
by Gord on Shaw • 
.................. °!'J1ict ed on .. the , .. oover .. in .. red and .. bl ue was .a .. bewhisk er ed _ cow.1>,~;!J .. P 
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held aloft , s wild l ook in his eyos , charging across t he Canadian country ­

side on his plunging stood , with t he f ore of a young aan flung face up­

ward across tho aaddl e bohind biJ?l. 
How I enj oyed this picturo , and the story it illustrated ! 'l'bey 

thrilled rrry young heart and int rod uced me for tho fi r st ti me to Stanley 

Gord on Shsw. 
During t he yoars th at fo ll owed I l ooked back often on ths t day , 

picturin g t he oovor in 0/f cind ' s eye , and reliving t hat unforgottable 

st ory . 4 
"The Roaring Trai l! " was not a Sexton Blsk e story , but later I caoe 

to read and t o enjoy tho wonderfully advanturcus Soxton Blske st ories 

vri tt en by Gordon Sh!lw, and hsvo al>rays hold th O!:l in hig h r egard. 

Just recently in 1962, a full 34 yoors af t er r eadin g "The Roaring 

7rail!" I was privi l egod to r ccoiw froc Engl.end without pri or kn.owledgo 

,i,at this one would be sen t, a copy of th o se lf - SSlae issu e of 'Tho 

lioaring Trail !" that had captivated ,ic so r.,sny yoars befor o . 

As I gazed once moro on t hat chargin g figure on the Bl).lloping horse , 

vi th th o background scen es of oountsins and pines , memori es c,,oo flooding 

in and I f elt the years recode . 
It was almost with reverence , certainly with wam affec";ion that I 

handled this sml l book , whose icago I had not seen in 34 years , and 

rey delight was unbounded that onco core I ro d e copy of cy very own, 

this t il>e to koop f or good , fo r tho fate of the first littl e COJ'Y I 

cannot rocall • 
Could I be sure thore was no cistsko after all th eso yooro? Well , 

I could soon find out . I could l'CE<ll:lber in the story froc vay back , 

r igh t near the beginning of t ho st ory , one of tho charsctors , a young 

ron , speaking of a prc oonition ho had . 
''W hat • s a promoni tion , ~luc?" asked young Vi c Col by , and he did 

not ask in vain . 
So, in 1962 , as I reached Jl8<!0 3 of "The Roaring Trai l! " th ere it 

was, t ho word "premonition" just as I rocalled it , now shorn of its 

ll\Y5tory, but providing a positive link with tbl past. 

Stanloy Gordon Shaw, Sexton Blske author and a dventure story 

writer par exc allonce , I salute you . 

LET' S BE CO!ITROvm:llAL ABOUT SEX'l'ON :aIJ.KE 

Sur.on Blaitt 11 n remarilabl e char'Mter. rt la no euga:e rotlon to - that he la 

witque. J cheract er ftbo has ®Pured NIU,larl7 ln new stcr l ts over 70 7ea.rs, lltlc,e 

ldVenturu ba't'e bun told by 1CCn1 or dlUerent r ltera or • l<M~trrerent st,J'lt1 , and 

~~~ nary ~ t or crtm ln fftT'Y C<ST1er ot tbe ~ . § be unique. 
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The Se xton Blak e Llbl'WY ts o. remarkable pubUeatlon. It has been publlshed. t or 

neorl,y SO yearS , th e nwm>er ot tasu ea per conUl vary in& tf"OO'I 5 to 2. It aurvlYed a 
certain Tl e l sslt.ude - a survival "1:leh above all el se cakes It Wllque . It dt d , ln tact , 
chcnge horses 1n clct-strea:i, a aost perilous proceed Ing. 

It 11 lo ose)Jr eoeepted t.ha.t, In the e arly n lnetcen,,.tU ttea , th e 8..B.L. oban&ed trom 
a juvenil e to an adUlt publlc ntton . Fer an)' periodica l to SUMtve lRlCh a dlan&e la re­
CW'k.eble. Old reader s ma1 be ant agonised end lost tn too l ara e rur:bers before re l nt oree­
meni, can !rTITe In tbe shape ot new ~ers. I eon think of no per l ocUcal o f preewar 
Cla)'s \llhteh unden.ent a drastic change 81:d Uved l ong alter to tell tht tale ., 

BUt, tn tact, to regard th e e~e ln the s.s . L. as one t'f'(lCI jUTer:Ue to adUlt 'l.ppe al 
l s a fallacy- ., The Sextcin Bl dt e stories were never written for children. I stnln&l.7 doUbt 
lllletber then we.s 81J1 l en oclllt appeal 1n Uw old stori es than in Che modem cines. It 
all depends on the tas t es or tbe adult . 

Whlle 1 disregard the contentl<:m that th e S.B.L. ch!l'l& ed rrcm a j \l'n!nl le to en 
adUlt publtc atl on , we all know that a gr eat ohan8e dl d tek.e place In tbe .stor t es . Sexton 
Bbke changed troc a pri vate 1nYest1gator i nto an orge.nlaatton. Ti nker changed tra::i an. 
adolescent tnto a 10\Jl'l8""08D'stlOUt.- toM'l. A female stat t "85 t nU'Odlleed t.o br'~ In colour 
and rr t lla. The old background disapp eared . A new reallm took Its place . 

The biggest chmge or all took pl ace In the present ation or Ti nker - arr1 here , I 
thtnk, editor i al polley slipped up. Tlnkf'r wqs far too populm- to be t urn ed Into a. 
stoog e to bi: Used tor th e purpose or light relier . ill th& wor ld~ l ave a lover , 'Ulough 
11n none tco sure or tbts . &.it all the world ls ltkeI.y t o be hT ltated bJ' a young man 
Jlbo goes gooty In th e presence or a l eggy tecal e with titian ha tr. 

It would be untatr to si ggest that th e s.B . L. ts loth to experloent . We have, In 
recent. times, been gtnn stories In tbe fi r st person. ttl tch are di sliked b7 BOCe readers 
and ll>Pl'eCl ated by oth er s. ln Ul.e Pedro stor)' we had t.he aolt loqu t at~ oolml . I am 
all tor 1Movat.tons or thl.s tJpe oocas t onaJ.1¥. tbey keep the Sexton Bl ake reader on hi s 
to es. In spite or thts, lt aea::ia to be that we have ratber ta. l ot ot Ule 9ne eype ot 
st «"J . AdTentu.re and t ntrtgu e Q ear t o be wtnnlng the dA)' aga inst tile aU' alght.f orward 
det ection ot crl ge . 

nie oodem cover s ore s.iperb).y dr'oM aM coloured . In the past t ew year s there 
ha.,: been t'fl equal bal ance bet.Men those ...ntcn &re bl atantb' • bo~ am those ?tllcll are 
not . "n'le tttles have QU&Uty, t:IOst ot theo being ebs traet ,. I h ave walder ed ltlethe r, 
now md then , a l ess abs t r act t i tl e mtght be CICl"il teqit l ng t.o the oCCllatonal reooer . 

'nle storh a do not l ack reallSl'lt ReeentI.y we hed 3 man torn l l c:t> troo l imb by a 
CIOb. In another tal lil • thil sl aTe tr ader snat.ched a bab7 fr'Om 1 ts mother' s arms end 
dash«! It s bra i ns out on Ule neare st l og. Then he fell on the ex>ther. • The descr i pt ion 
ot a ~ ti ght tn yet another s t.cry was not t or tll.e squ eamt~. 

I SD n'ot sugg&sttng that there ls anyth ing deplorable ln aueh f eature s. I 3n not 
propos ing the ecMUICUlatton or th e good old s.B. L. But I do th i nk tt wo.ild be soWld poll ey 
tel cater as well to r re aders 'llho preter a li t tle les s 't'l ol ence plus a &ooel slic. e or 
m:,'Ster,r and ne at ertlll;'! detec ti on. 

'nlough, personal]¥ , I have never found e Bl,nke writ er So ent t rel)' readable as t he 
p~ Pi erre Q.itroule. I Ultnk that the wrtttng or th e av~ e Blake storY tod.Q' le 
or higher qualft.y Ulan 6ver before . InctdentallY, tbough t enjoy remlntacene e or put 
cases lntrodUce<t Into st.or les , I d i slike t oot.notes glTlng th e tit l es of such at<>rt es . t 
dtreSQY pl enty ot r eaders like them. l t ls mereJ.y a personal 'lfltm. 

There. aeem.s to be a hard CON of readers "1.o are not so k.een on t.be ledY med:lera 
Jt the Blau ora tn t sat lon. 'Jben, 1llllJ the apparffl t lnslstence that these del t@httul re­
mles llllat. te atm"e Jn each and evel')' sto?Y? Why not g ive an occastonal Btal7 wlt.hOut Ulai,., 
!l'ld. let Blake and Tinker work together on a ease? 

It te no eecret that the S.B. L. ta now tn e. p1or1od or tr l al. A l arger e trc ul atton 
ts necessar,r t r \be well -l oved month.Ur ts not tel tollow th e rest Into t.be N8lcs or the 
• gone but not forgo t ten• . 

,..,N••••IIHHOWhether th e 
0
nelf foroa.t. wlll ,,do, arQl'tblng • to , help c,a.tters . .. 1 ,mould not , llk 11 .. i.o,m.,, 
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I U nd tt rather dtsappotn t -lng, wtt.h tt a Yef-7 S!Bll prtnt elld tt s Nthe r ntos:, •ree 1. • 

1bts l:IOOth J1.art.ln 1bomas des a wel ccit:e return In •Death In Small Doses". We ban 
a soft spot ln our henrt.s tor Hartin Tboc:la.a Jrtio ls a Jteen Collectors' Digest reader , eJxl 
Yllo knows the Blake sqo nui A to z . In Eddlt l on, he tell s a ratt li ng good yarn . 

I wa:1t to see the S.3 . L. Uve on for Dcfl.Y years to coce . I ec of the opin ion tt-at 
tr one s torY eaeh, month WQ.s or the real i stic tn, e 3nd the other oore of the old er typ e 
ot straigh t er lot detection , no poss i bl e ~ oould be done and ruch coo<! ci18ht r esult . 
Here• s to the s.s . t.. 

~J c.ti JACK TIM 00 /Jffll(!§ FOR THE ~ 

No. 534 The Colden Cal f . .................................. - (Scorpion} ..... ··-···· ···· .......... "~ .. .J1• Sc ott 
No. 5}5 The 11Yst ecy or the Honaater:, ............ JKewl ..................... -- -~-···-··~-----J. .. tlln'1lY 
No. 536 The Workings of Qw\ee ....................... _{f lll:Derl.. ... ~ ................. - ...... -..... tt .. Osborne 
Ho. 5J7 PlU[IID{:r'fS Pr l soner. ............................. - ... lPll.ltller) ......................................... ?1., \Jllbeme 
No. 5.38 The seore t or the Well .... ·-··· ····-··-·-{Se orplonl ........ ---···-·-··-·- -" · Scott 
No .. 5'9 1be Snake ' s FaD& .............................. - .... (ll.. OarockL ............... - ...... _Jfo t k.nC1'0

ll 
No. 540 'Jlle Garden City" Bwt ndl e ....... _ ................................ _ ... _ .................... _ .......... Not knCMn 
No. 541 Plu:::oarf 8 White Hope ..................... - ...... (Plw::Dlr l ............. . .......... - .. 11. Osbcrne 
No. 542 'ft'le Case of the Pewter Cuhtll AAth.i(,: ... JH . Gni"Ot!k) ......... ............ _._N ot knOfl'I 
No. 5l.i3 The Crey Oa:ltno .... m·•····--.. -·--- .. (Tvonne) ................................... _ ... Ci. H. Teed 
No. SIA The Death Cyl t ncler ................................... {Kewl ................................ - ... ·-····). . Murtw 
No. 5l6 'Ole Cese f'roCl tlH il Clouds , ............ .' ........ [f;eorptonL. ......................... --- ··--M. Sco tt 
No. ~ 'll1e Man tilo sold his Est a t es ............. (Pl\alDer") ............. . ............... _ .... .t' .... Osbcme 
No., 547 'Ille PursU1~ or Plt.ErJer. ..... ................. _ (Plurmcr L ....................................... 11. t,,st,ome 
No. ~ 'Ille Case or th e R001l.l:I Pat1P.nt ... .' (Rymer lll'J:1 Tvcme) .................. -.G • H. Teed 
No., 5lS The Gentleoen Crook ............ . ............ (Allbn!Y Dt>xte1•) ... ... ................. ?'!.. Osborne 
No. 550 J.. B1d ror a Battl eshlp ......................... JL::oflessL ........................................ J... ttlrray 

:: ~~ ~ ~~:! ~~-~-~-~~ .. ~.~-~~-~~~rJ;\:1:)~~:::::::·:·-·----------··:::::~: ~~:~ 
No. 553 'Ill e Hadl:l6n' s FortUne............................. .................. ... . ... -.. 11. Scott 
No. 554 The BouooarY Ralders .............. - ............ ..<t..·wrless)................ . ..... __ .. :.. Murra.Y 
No. 555 ~ Co.moll or Elevtm, ...... _ ............ - .. - 1&. Beal.tl"'C:xlll). _______ ....... .......... c . ff. Teed 
Ho. 556 11\e 8 bp eMY Doctor: .... -........ .. ... ...:-. ............ - ............. _,_ .... _ .. Jt. Stott 

=~= m ~ g::: g:~ ... ~~-~-:. .::·.~:~.:·::::.~.~.'.:IYVOO.;;i·;··H~-·pair,ej:'f.':.·:.·-····:::.".".".{: ~~~; 
No, 559 The Lost Ki n& ................... ----- -- · ....... .iCoUncJl or Ele ven). ..... _ ....... .. G. H. Teed 
No. 560 'lbe HoUnta1neert s Secret . ....... . .... (Council or El evenl. ................ P. ff. Teed 

:~: ~~ ~ ~~ ~=crs:::: ..................... :::::~:::i~wi:!!r1 ::::::::::·~-.. ~: =e 
No. 56} 11te Bogus Prtnc e._ .. , .. ___ .... ____ ..... _ (Lan'l e ssl .............................. _ .. _ ... A. ttuITay 
Ho .. 564 11le Cl"it'lson Pearl .................... ............ -. ( Ryt:Jcr, Yvonne) ........................... c. H. t eed 
No, 565 The Land of th e Col den Bee tle ......... J S!r a . Losel.y) ............................ G. ff~t.er 
No. 566 Pl UIEJer a t sea ........ - .... - .. ------- .. --,-· ......... _ ........................................ J'I'.~ ~ CrTie 

! : ~ ~ ~~~ :1;~~r:arone't~:·::.:·::.IP.ti"M'f::::::::::::::::.".'.'.':::::.:::.:·.·:.:~.·.::·~: g:= 
:i: m ;: ~~ :e~1!1r a:c~·:.:t"LifffiiiiiiI::::::::::·::::.::::::.·.·_·::.·.:·.~:.~·.::·!: = 

·• Ho . 571 /, rttf\t for on Earldc:c .... . ................. ...................... 0 . H .. Teed 

~~ ffi §J~f!!§._~~~:~:]:~f))i~~~i:i::.:~.:.=;i ~ 
No. 576 '"''"'1he Retuee e ........... ; ............................. - .... ( COWlC 11 , ot Elev en )._ , ... ·--····.n ... H .... Teed '"'"'N""'" 
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DIARY 

,\ Spl<:111.Jid Ne w, Lo n g. Cl)lll 

plctc S, hoof Ta le of tt ar ry 

\Vh arto n & Co. and Lori 
l\\a utevc rer . 

• 1'Y .. 

FRANK RICHARDS 

I wu In r tnts 1arl.7 tilts monih. 8ooi of ai:, nl act ona gan m CIOl'lq tor Oir1.CUs 1 

,.-.c1 er, grMdclother aan ae an extn t1Tt boO at Ult en:S or th e hoUdq. So I wu abl e 

to t>QJ a few core book.a t han usual. 
I spend threep ence on Ult Bol•' Friend Library 'ICllch ocntatncd 1 TY1o Lancashire Lad,. 

b1 DaY1d Goodwin. It wa,: nry lnteN1t1,- , about t,oya llb> or un wcn cle&.. I wculd 

lt te a pa tr or c1cca , bUt ti.ID a&11 10U Cdl't t,w tl\1111 10 th e , cum or D\&lAnd, and Oouc 
NY• be always ct.ought I did wear oloea , beOaJ.M \b e llhOlt hous e a:baku 'lltlto l JU\ uP­

lta lr s. 
Befor e I "9nt back to s chool, Couc tre at ed ma to a Ttati to Ult Ple,bouse llt\ere we 

.., •!tMI Heecbalt.er.• It ._. a t arot , Sld t OOUlct'l't bel.P lal&btna. Qtrl l Naude waa 

•er. Sanotua.r7.• 
I bcuetit a Pll'ln, Popular 11t\1cb oontaloed 'JIIDk Blake'• Reo:run.•. Ttita -. a a , . 

Jlci•, 11«7, but the Ten-I ble 'ftne "'" not in tt. It lnt.roduoed a charaeter oallldl 
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Nanlal:k*.• &vthl 1 ....a It seeaa It-. m old St . Jlt:l ' • ttcrr ffltch one, appNl'ed tn 

Pluck . nie Senon Blake •torY In U. Pop ,.. •The Howie or tt,at~ &rd Hr . Ltndsq 

sqa th is was the New Tear 1t orr tn the Union Jeck.: tor 19()6• and t t "u thm. celled • A 
Now Year ~st.er)' .• 

Tb• Cenenl au., Ctq,any has ti tted a kind ot cow-catcher to their buses to 

oaltt the at r u ta aater . It ~one falls at the s ide of a bu1 th4' Yltleeb will not pass 
OTer Ulet::. ot course , alla:.ht trans ban OtJW-Catehers Utt«t In the tront . 

Then were a lot or bUll lea In th e pll)ers I bought .. ln the Dreaatought thtrt 

was 'The Bull.Y or th e Samek .. en arw st.cry by A.narew Gra:,. In awer Boys Cheer , 

l'ltlt c.~ Doug often bu)'a, there la a new serial called 'The Bullies or st . Clan' b7 
Henry T. John.son., 

One dq J boUgh t a paper called ~ Wonder. • It conta ined a dttec t lTe stof7 
about Paul Sleuth. anCl hJs assistant , Dirk , and It also had a aerial called 'Dadcb"' or 

'Thi Con't1.et Earl . ' 
One nen1nc Dad took tl.lCI and m c.o Ule l..cxldon H lPS)()drcloe to see •Hullo , Ragttoa­

t,y 1"l..u Peoberton and llbert De Co\lrVlll e . I t wu a l ovel.Y .-aow, encl 1' stan-ed Will ie 

Solar . 
In •n,,o Bey t .!I Frt enit- th ere t s a serial ca ll ed 'Tl nklir' s Bo)'ho(:.(:P a ll abou t 

Tinker • a odventurH before he beclDI asst.t t ant to se xt.on Blake . I t• s t'Unf\Y t o call It 

' Tlnker t a BoYhood' t or Tllic.er ta s till Ml.)' a b01 . thcu&h • bl& one . 
Princ e Albert-• tbB HOOnd aon or tbe Ung , bas lu.at pasNd cut troa the Ro7al 

Naval Colleg e ac. Darta:.uat . "1th l(!TfflC,y other Nlftl eadet ll. I ,ailctJI t i:ilnd being • 

aanor. t 1111:, u. untrom.. 
tm tak es a paper called ·~ end In t c. there Is a t oot.ball CQ:lle tl t ton . 

You gee. a pr tu or i3 a week r or l tr e tr ;yw CM t Ol"'&Cast the correc t Nllllt or 16 
league oatch ca. Doue says It d\Culd be easY, u all U!s:i.s win 3t hCXl& except those t ha t 

oon•t. 
Th.• L.c.c . want to construct an I.Rlerp'OUnd tnu:,rq near st . Paul'• Cathedral , 

but a loC. or PoOPlt Ul l nk the Incre ased T l brat ton ei ght caus e ,erlous damgt . At 

pnsent there art lal'l e crack s ln the butld 1nc ao t2:tert art worT t ed fee ll n11 aboUt thi 

tut.w"e ot WNn• 1 shl"lne. 
Neither the Cec nor tt» lt'Lgnet has bff n very good tht, oonth • t houeh the 

f1tl&net atcTtea Mlrt the better . rtrst one ot th e Hew Yo3r wu 1 Tl'le Creytrl&ra Panto­
cl~ l n '11111.lch Lord HdJ.lY hlre<I a .mCllf to Tlatt th e sch ool. ffld one or t he Pl&Yeti's 

turned out c.o bt a Cl'OOk. 
1ben o-=- •Ftsti •s Fl\& A&tneyti In tlllch Nal1lY ottt:Nd to pay s,y one 10/ - • *Ilk 

to tag tor hta. JO Fl!bY s tarted an agency t-, ,tilth raea worked to r hi e at a halt-pemy 

an hour. 
"Rake ot the ReoOVO- was a new boy , and th e st.orY wns about a (IUNTcl betwee n 

Wi nga t e and Loder . Last.lY • Lett In the I..Urd1" 1n ffl l ch Dlbba . th e grooo , W3a dlm l ssed 

tor steall~ trca Ule pantr, , and all 'the domestJe.o.t«t start went on s trik e. or course . 
tc. tutT>ed oot to b4,. &.m.~ who flaS the p l trerer . With the eocmt ot tb ese siorlts 'the 
edito r has g lnn a oal401ar t or the year 1913 with tbe Haentt . 

At the tnd or t hl riont.h Dad t.ook. ttJD to CoVent Gtll"'din Opera Hou.st ltlen HI". 

1hcau Seechao prom t ed the first prodUctlon tn Di&land or 8thl1u • s • o. r RoH ric l\'Ytll lf1t· . • 

nw !8"J8 nigh t Doug t-ook oe to th i ptoturea , a\d 1 l ovto tt . There ff88 a 
Sell& f tl.J:I about wll d a.nlrnla ; 8roncho Bi lly Andorsoo In a west.em tll .n bf Essanay ; 
a Vl c..aara.,h Ftlm wtth tr . and Nra. 8 1dne7 trew s • Blognph fl ltl wttll. a gl rl ealll:ld Nary 

Pldl:toni . SCD1thtrc ab<llt .a hat; a Nat PU&erton <111tect.1T t r ue trca 1a1ee; the Pathl 

Gue 'tt e "11 M stlCM8d the lat • •t Pat"ls ta.!lltona tr: PatheoolOUJ"f end a KQ'lltalt ocatc Nllch 

I l\ kecl bes't or th e lot. · 
It Ml bell\ th e worst l ot of st.orlts ln .the C41a s ince I started taking U1I 

pai,er. •The New &o1•• Secre t' " 88 u.b()Ut 8 Doy Ot\lled. Denton, but I d tdn• t l lke It i:uch . 

•wtnte r Sports at in.. Jlr.l S' gan oo th e ptp . • Toa tt&n"Y•, Pl"a:lls et wCt.S tll.e bes t or the 
'bulob , tn tll lch Tm aawd on old couple traa l oalna the ir hem . •Tha 1'hlrd Pon :rtt:,a t e r,4' 
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llB.S a 12\tro-f'at.a attalr ,tiere LUcley,,,(..1.1::lley aa·,e WallY D•.lrey a con1u1y lllht ch st ole t hi ngs . 

Ftnall7 , 'Tbt Ht ad' • Prlzeit wu iS tllltch th • Head otrered car th 1 best model aeroplsno. I 

W1*. 11artln CUct ont must baYt been airtertnc trca atter-Olrhtms btU ousneu ~ b t 

wrote thla t:JunGh .. 
For •nw Hea::lt • Prtze • the WIUAl ortlst , Hr. liaodonald , ~ the eove r and one cl 

tbe lnllde pictures. Tht other tnstdt plctUN "a.a draMl by ,om oth er art-tsc., but lt WU 

<rll7 a f oot ball .scene wtttcb could baYV lllu.st.rated sr, aciount or sto r l .. , so I reckon It 

" as l~ a picture the edit or had In reserv e, 
So tbe Gm arxt c.he 11agnt t haw made a bad start In 191 }. What a pl~ at t er mch a 

lona nin or woncsertu.1 ac.crtea ln 19121 Doug q-a I•c. unreasonabl e . l can't aipec t K'fT 

wri ter to always be M top ton:i.. 
tllD. read a btt or qr dt &r7 the other night. ShO quite liked It and say1 t 11181 ~ 

oa:w a · rmous diabetic llki that ~ Pepper trtao llved to <2\a.rlH t he eecond l 1 ttJae . How 

ftlln1 It would be tr, ln about r ue., years ,1.m. aoca lad l es and gentliDin sboul.d read i::ti' 

d18J7. It s te m tOOellbll. 

Aaqutrtnc a, old aewtna U&Chine frCCI her motber N.cently , a Pen-,ro-Ftol"'d wooan f ound 

a Jt ll(llft,. pi ece o r paper In the :iacbtne t a dr'uter . 

Shaped tor a bl oun sJee.,.. rroo an 1898 oopr or •Ttle f'Urv:lT Wonder-, th e m ti.t ng 1.n­

c lUded a st rt p car t oon reaturl ng •the ne" IJX)toi-cara4',a story about auboar 1nu ... and 

•startllnc Ren la t ton. rrom Strlcke-n OJba" • a NpOrt troa the CUben war. 

(We eN lndebc.«t to AM:htr Ha:Tl1 or Llendl.alo ror tile eboTe eutttng t l'OCI a l.ood 

MffSP,t!C)er.) 

l'EO UAL EDITION <F •nu: Atn"08100RAPHY (I f'RA.'« RICRAROO-- 25/- . PackK wttb tnterel\lng 

readtnc and mGf'l1 taaelnottna ptotw-.a , wtt.h a l ong SJppleoent on Ql.arlea !2Ct1ton •s wort. 

b:f a-to f'a)'Jle. Obtainab l e t'l'Ol:I 811¥ bookshop or direct trom Collect.orat o:gest Ottt ce . 

nw tl:ttcor ot CJ>. will oall the .tutobloer8'll'o' t o 1!11¥ edaNss In th e wor~°" .. ·-----

Ct~~·~: • ': : ~ ::'W:: 1~"':~~~e:AD~~~:,~· 874, 869, 879, 884, 

........ -....................................................................................................................................................................................................... -



Page 24 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 

Conduct ed by JACK WOOD 

THE "MONSTER" LIBRARY 
By R. J . Godsave 

Dur ing t he heig ht of the popular ity of t he Nel son Lee Library , t he 

Amlgamt ed Press issu ed . in the Nov11:1ber of 1925 a new pablica ti on - t ho 

"}lonst er" Library . · 
Roughly the siz e of the Magnet, the Monste r avera ged 130 pa ge :, and 

cos t 1/-d conthly . F<ich bock was n r eprint of n f sco us seri es which 

had appe,,r ed in the Nelso n Lee fro c 1918 onwards , and vas equivalent to 

approxiJ.>itely eight of th e Nelson Loes . 
Skilful odi ting had s treaclinod th e st ori es , cuttin g out the 

weekly res ume which was incorporet od in t he original Nel son Loe st orie s . 

In one or two case s t he sto ry was sli ghtl y alterod , t he Ernest Lawrence 

se r i es which oonsistod of ele ven Nelson Lees bl>ing red uced to t he non:.al 

oi ght . 
A fin e thre e ool our cover by J . H. Valda decorated tho Mons t er 

with a drawing by that artist at th o head of tba first pe.go, depicting 

a sccno fro :::i th e s to ry . 
It was to cony read ers a "gift fro c t he gods " in as :iuch as back 

nu::ibers were hard to. get , and such clubs a s ours did not oxi s t . 
That l:ho Monster did not start a t th e beginnin g of t ho St . Frank ' s 

stories was unf ortunate , as the fSJ:1ous "Hunter too llun" seri es were not 

included . The first st o:cy in th e Mons ter Library was entitled "The 
Schoolboy Treasure Soeke rs" this being t he se ri es comen cing wit h No . 

158 o . s . "Captain Burton' s Quest . " . 
In all , nin e teen Monsters vore published , which includod such fin o 

se ri e s as Col one l Clinton, th e Hartin be.~ut and th e Eldorad o 

st ori os . 
The ls st story was enti tl od "Rebels of th e Rec,ove" which was 

originally t he Camurust school series in th e Nel son Lee which onded 

with No . 348 o. s . The Dolmfall of the Snake . 
Instead of the f8l:lillar drawing advartisin8 the f ollowin8 con th• s 

story , the rea de r -:In No. 19 of t he Nonste r Library - was invited to 
~cha se "Bu,ying the Reco vo" by F.dw.)· Searles Brooks whic h would appear in 
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No. 54 of t he Schoolbo ys Own Library . 
Whether the publicati on of the Monster proved uneconccdcal or the 

circulsti on figuros did not coce up to expectation , rcinains a cystery , 

Al though the life of th o Monst er Library was a brie f nino t een oonths , it 

bolds a unique posi ti on in tho history of boys ' bocks . 

**** * ** 

St . Frank• a Coll qa , 
Bellt.on , suuex. 

'!be sun was " • 11 down OTer thl Wtat Hou•• when Nipper and Co caae lnto 8tud1 c, 
end ate.er What seemed a very ahcrt ttm Tc:arv Wat son wa.s pour ing out tea. 

l t111t have arr lved \lltu11. the j llll ors were 1n fl.n! s tor the t 8ble was lftd en aurrt­

ot, ntlY to lm tt e FattY Lit tle \ 
flle ne,,s rro::i et. Frat*•• ts U\nt noth lnl baa dlanged and pleney hu happened. 

Ni pper gave 1111 enough m t er t al t o !111 a t.cx.11, am ~ ueate,t. dtrrt eulty will IJlil 1n 

li l eetlng th t best or th ese nenu tha t will tnierest th e t:14lortt y. 
Perhaps If I a:nr. t Cl'I llt\at Nlppe:r reeon:ted 1n hla d1arY und er tb e be&dln& • Blllw rrs 

Bouquet • . I won•t ao fer a.sere, . U. all bif:an, Ni pper t old m, llhen Tl DOV\1 An!tstro ,­

of th e taat HouH , waa heard to re mrk th at t.ha cos t be.1.1tl tu1 or ro•u has Its er-Ja in 

beaeatb au:1, d l :::ie Md f tlth • .\rd Handtorth , j ust to be arg\Elf.flt at tve , dl so.&reed e.rd 

locked to Ourcb end McClure t.o back him up. But h ta si:udY l:IQ.t..ea coul d find no Taltd 

Na.sen for dt aagn e tna with Armatr'U\C• s ste.teciEn t and for once deserted th e ir leader . In 

th e oel ee tha t foll owed Buat"1" Boots ot th • ttodem House, occt den tal l)' re c.etTed a punch 

thai ,es r. t.Mt tor Hoel ure . 'lbts wu hard on Jobn ausc.ertt el d Boot1 'l'tlo, aa eapt.a tn, 

bed ooae onr io dl9CUS8 tootbalU But t.hla wu a hazard vta l tors to Ule Reeon ccaion­

Rooc baa to accept . After tbe nq,u.a had d ied dot1n Buater ,, In a tit ot renna• , daNd 

H81'ld1 t o send Ire ne Hanner s , hts spect el g ir l chum ln the Hoer Vi ew Schoo l, a boUQuet 

or tl c,w,c,r s . 
But Handtorth d eclarlid 1n bJ1 nat ter ot f act wcr, tba t n ower s 'lflfU"e alr llht to l ook 

at but on}y 1 1117 ASffa pYCt thea co 1trl 1. IJld Rlf\dY Sll ft ed bla dl8da ln at t.he 

challenge as Bust er Boot a knew he would lhlreupon th e ere at J .B.B. pJ"OOll aed to send the:! 

hl cat lt and departed to hl a CWl Hou.91. Poor old Handt was t rap ped bem.ltltul)¥. Fer 'fllhlle 

be WQ.lld rat.he r t orso a t erci•a podttt n::l'leJ man send t he t a tr Irene a bm cll ot tl owars ,, 

the alentlnc thought ot Bult-t r Boot • doing IO made HandY br letle wt th j ealou 11, 

NCM Ntppcr WOUldn't he.Te ent 9Nld th e epbode In his di ary had not Bem31'd r orrest 

~ Gore-Peare, exchanged Tl tws on t he subj ect . for """" or U\e lr oonTeraa tt on a pl ot 

"3a hatched tha t c.hNaeenec:t to al i enate Hand torth • a arrec t ton t or ht a c1rl trltnd. Ii 

wa.t a t;>'plcal St.udy A scheme to tr tnc ~ or cit cract on a popular Rmorlt 11 and tt fl f'1' 

nearl.Y auoeeec1ea. 

What h&d onoe been a beauttt ul bcu.:r..e.t or cil nd n owers but wen now dtOd and 

COTINd. ln dust and aahes lay wr apped In a shee t or n&wspaper on th t t abl e tn Study A, 

Fl owera wen ala>st de llY d l,carde<I by Hrs . Stokes, w1te ot Dr. s n,rley Stoku , and 

CON-'Pt arc t had eq, l ayed 1'0W'II Full erton ,, of th e 1blrd , ,o tr l n« bta • dead wnch ~ 

n ewer-a aa aoon a• th ey became an t hblt . f"UJ.l erton dl d not ban long to watt, t cr M a 

tlrst pry In to UNI rub .:>tlh b lna bWllnd t ba k it chens or tb e Ancien t House brough t hlc 

-.icceas 8nd t he :1 .... an lllt nu Gore-Pearce had J:rOQINd h tm. He al.to proctaed htm aar:,e­

th t n1 tlse tt he d lclV t keep hl • aou eh atal:'\f 

.................... ~! ... ~xt .... ~~ . ..,1 .. ,pnrcte1,...,oowNC1,,wlth .. ttasuepepu:, N\tch .nnyona 'KIUld be t o:rat nn 
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t or aasuc lna waa a floral tribut e , arr tved at the Noor Vlew Beh.x>l addressed to Irene 
Hanners. nw matd l ocked. her surp r ts&d 'llhen .A.lt a..:riers , the street urchin or Bmntngton 
Md a hal<IY tool or the cods of St . Fl-aruc.'s , preeont.ed thlil parcel to her. Had Irene 
,oe n tbe a.eU ve17 aha would have bee()Q) a1sp lct ous flX' none ot her tr l ends at S t. Fraile• s 
would QloY J..lt sur.nrs tor suoh a pUll)ose. But untort\ll.att)y she dtd not see the bO)'. 

She reoetved the pareel ln the eot.'CIOl"P"I'OCIII and et1&er1Y t ore the tissue pll)er 
81ft).'¥ Whtle her eloae tr lcnds , Dorla Berkeley 800 Horjorte TCtl)le loo~ed on expectantJ.y. 

It was Doris tW!;o looked at th e Card attached to the ro t ted st&cs or the wi thered 
flowers and stuttered Into the awful s il ence •With l ove from Ted.• With dor.eru1 ot eyes 
on theti Irene & Co •• ruahed r!lfa':/ and the deoNp It ;>wQ\let l&)' llh!:re t rene had dropped 1t 
In her 81iiazeoe.nt . 

11\8.f. s.aoe att.ern oon, lfl.t eh was a half holld81, saw errang~nts mde for one of 
t.ho tlerceat tights ln tbe sehool ' a hlsf«1' . Hondforth had been lntonaed by Jonn Tarrant , 
"10 had r ta:ien over oo her blcycle , or th e defdtul tnailt . And when Handy had s ped to 
soe Irene be had wi tnessed sucb a look on t.he girl's tace i.hnt sent hlD tly lng book to 
st . F'rlt).k\11 Mld crdl l ng t nt.o Buster •, stu2¥ . J.B . B. 1tt'Or"1 denied s.Efld1ng any fl owers , 
dead or othent t ae. end t ol d hi e. be bad on).y threa t ened to do so as a Joke to get R~t s 
back up. But Hsndyt s slap on Busterta check fi xed the appol ntoent there end then. T!le 
battl e was to t.ako place behind the G)'[l la t er that afternoon, 

Ntpper. us ing a llttl e OOLnOn sense , knew th.3.t nei ther Boots nor Hanciror th would 
do auoh a eadcU~ tr l ck on U'le g trls and he code a few el'lQU1rt ea. F'roa t.he IClll d at the 
Hoor Vt ew School he got a deserlp tl on ot th e ba)" m o delivered the p~el and at once he 
lalew it was Alt ~ s . He sought thnt YOWl& gentl econ at his home a:t the rear ot 
BaMlne:t.on and applt od t.h e 1QR1e that 1t cx,ney will s111t a OO'll 11 ;ooutb ClOre coney will 
open lt. 

km tra:t Alt S~rs t he tr a il l ed t o Full crt.cm. Nipper just put Will y Handtorth 
t<I deal wJth bin. The truth cam out. 

A tight took place behind the G)'tl that a fternoon ... In Caet t ffO t ight s took pl ace , 
but It wns bet ween Hardt crth and Ciore-Pearoa to be followed b¥ Buster and fOrTest. 
Nipper t s dettn tt cl.7 or th e cpln ton that It will be a very l ong t 1Q8 betoro Fornat and 
G-P Plll1 t he lr orodt Jokes agai n en Handy or Bus'ter Boots . 

F'RA.NK mxrnr WA§ W\1'£ 

Whm th e c:urte.ln ro se at th e Queen' s Theatre on Decemtier Z7th, the Fomcus flTe 
were a man alXrt. Tq>erar l lY they beo.ioe the famous four. It was a day o r SlO'l'I' Md 
t oe , ana Frarit Nugent was ru.:i lng end trett l ne as he wait ed oo Redhill stattoo ror a 
'1-aln lffllch never .csie . · 

Fortunately , ll ke t he good pals thQY are the other r.)91:lb<rs ot t he Co• covered 
up tor hto, Wt 1t WM hll ar loos to hear Jobmy Bu.U9 n rerrtng t o the ir prepar ations 
tor the a:i,a t(!!Ur dl'ame.tl o socteey •a pre sent at ion ot Jul ius c~sar , say •tt c Portia , atr .• 
Stodcy JOOIVIY' 1')U].d have made a sturdY Portia. Ho word.er ttr. Quelch l ooked aaprlsed. 

It "as not unti l after the lnt en-3.l that. fr(S)k Nugent, tlushOO trom hun')rtng or 
blushing wt th ecbalTassoen t, put In M appearano,e. 

O F F E R S of S,0,L ' s and Pre-war FIU! FUNS, ple as e. 

J. MARSTON, 168 NEWTON ROAD, BURTON-on- TRENT 

••••••••u••u•••n••••••••••1uu••••••.t•••• 
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H&ettng held Novect>er 27th, 1962 

There were apologies fI'OCI our two Burton ~ r s, also rroc one ot th e newer 
meci>ers, :erald Price, but It. was ntc e t o see Len Llds ey nok.lng hls second appearance a 
and enjeytng tt . It was a very good prograr:ce .tl. lch Too Port er had arrenged though 
acccnu~ to the TI!.I'lom reraarks, C'tf qulz dld not "1pear t o be t oo popular ( t.hougti lt was 
strma:e tlu\t Noruen got 21 or the 2~ lt ms ocrrect end more Ulen one or the oth ers t opped 
tho dozen tr.ark.) It still remains a =,,st ery .tlat our oeClbcrs r ead other than the Hagne t 
8Dd Cer:O tth:1~ up a t ew old boys t avour ltea wtt.h ol.a.sslcs atld well-known st<Jrl es ( a 
tew cun-entlY seen on T.v . even} Ule tdenttt tes ot th e authors were e-0q,erat h o1lf a 
Cl'steryU Arryway, just to show that th el' bore no hard reeltngs, t hey all owed ae t o win 
the •Guess th e 11.1rmer- coq:,et ttt on.. ~ere wos a abort t alk by Jock Corbet t. He mainta ined 
tbe.t th ere were oth er in centives besides rMJStalgle. to expl ain the fondness tor Fr " 
Richard s ' achool yarns, In our yomg deya tbough bound. books {he oent loned as exec:pl t 
Rider Ho,geard1 s yams) were eastl.Y accessib l e troc th e publlo ll bror 1ea , t.here were a:ire 
l eantnas tcw&rds the week].y and monthly papers. What had they t o orter that th e lt b~ 
books had not? J. llve)¥ debat e en1Ued Sn Jlbloh moat mea>ers j oined . Before we got on t.o 
Hol"tla"lrs dlscuss loo we had a • oooe• game devtaed by Tom Porter "1.tch waa sol ved fir s t by 
Rs.Y Bennet t. 

Normm•s talk was on •CNe g lrta'!, t he sort 'flhtoh ...ere par t and parc el of t he 
advertls t ng proarst1Je tn th e ear ly ond cld earlf Hagnet and Gem daYa. Re was ab l e to 
prodice a tew llhtch he had cant u].ly boe.n:lcd and Uleae natural ].y brought back ha.op)' 
CJGoarteS to ooat ot u.,. 

There was a genero us display ot HsiJlUs on t.he library table and we hnve to thank 
th e Llbror t an t or th e gtt t of t1odern 801a "'1th were glven as pr tzea throughout t he night. 
J.pnrt tra:I W t I, Ray ad Non'inll had , Geo1:1e Chathcm the wtMer or tbe ltbrar)' ra ttl e 
had t l ve ot th ese tn add ition to a Bunt er Book. second prize lllhlch fed won wo.a a Bunter 
Book. To Slow hta awrectat ton, Geof'&e re3d a tew hll:xlrous passages from ND.gnet No. 1661. 
Coll ectors lt eos tirougM. al.ore by Toa Porter were a batch or Boys Realms t6 to 31 - eor-11 
1918. ccnt.at nt ng among other thi ngs ... a Blue crusad er . seria l by Arthur 6, Hel"dY. Quite 
a tull progJ"Ol!De considering we spent z::icre t ime Chan uai al on dec idi ng the way our lmaa 
oeettng (fue.sdq , Deener 18th) was to consist - a dinner or a •s tuctye t ero . Las t waa 
faTo.rtte . 

tkletlfj. .he}d OecCllber 9th, 

This our el ev:ent.h Imo.a meotl ng was a great success, prov !ng t o be equal to those 
hold tn pr n toua 7eers , end a :reall)' enjayabie tloa was bed by all present . 'lber e was 
M alooat run et tttndBMe , the onlJ' abaent member be ing John Parrell, owlng to lndlr 
poa tt t on, eM we Tery mch regNt te d hla 1nab1ll't1 to t ake part ln tb e teattTltles of the 

... "
11. .. l!it .. ott , to an,a.,-u .. , tar., wttl>,N"""'"' P 9.l'•nl"l!J<onerolf"M!"\• .. on .. l!oot!Qll . .,, .. 
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m t t.er , i tHU.sr oUowed by Chi 9eCnt ~ • npcrt d'ld then CQCIII the sale ot IIJl'Plu, 

library ttezu; needless i.o tltJ1, the se WU'l t l lke hot enkcs . fllie ensuing ll bru"f 
business wns ala> brtSC , with boff'OWers st.ocik1n« up tor IDa.s ho l1d 1J.Y1. Fol'Qal busl neas 

was kept t.o a mlntwm, nnd tho next ltec waa Che preacntntton ot a g1tt t o our bones, , 
Nrs. Wlndscr , a, a amll oort or our !C)l)reclatlon ot her k tndnesa end hoapltAl ltJ OTer 
th e past year • 

.Uc.er rel'r<!:n:Jents , our tow.ier mmer , Ji.a Wal.it,, tollOllt cd h t1 dV\Ual wsuc 
or prol'td tnc wine and elg.Q"a, 5'd t.ou t s 1'iN drunk to •1.baent P'rt enda ,• eto , We CbWI 

a.N'kecl on a Tarted selecttCl'l or QUlues, eto ,, "11eh codt: tor C:lP""f.Op tnu rt allDlnt. 
nae tlrst , a c.cq,e tltlCl'l dnt .. d by ~ thrtn , 91!1.a won by Pat Latte,- . A aea,onable 
extract troo a Bunter book was aplend ldlJ N ad by George RUq , eam t ns well-deserved 
c,plau.se , .l ttaa quiz bf rrank ll'lutn wu oloael,y oont eattd, th e " IMer1 u ntng bcDe by 
~ug Clle halt ot a point , Cece yet onotb er aet ::r braln--teuera eet bJ Bill Wlndacr, 
and once again the wtmr wu Pat Lat te.J, Jlbo wu lD SPOtlt nc tcr.::i.. 

!be 8"NC1lng dNW t o a olc.e ill a dlecuaaton on , oontroTerstal recart cade by 

a reeder 1n tbl C.D, and 1'81"1ou.a: q,ln lon.s wen TOloed ~ the OCQ>an1' , wt Chout man lcltt1 
bet,. achlned , Before Ult oeect,-: ended , we were pltuant.1¥ SUl1)rlsed t.o rec eive a 
tphOne oal l tree our t c:rair ccolleee ue, Doo Webate r , who wtahed oi.r oeett na well J we 
knCJIII he ~ like to hen been "Uh us 1n pereon on thi s ,peo tal nt&ht., as ln year, 

gone bf. 

~ ha1d cm ~ar:; f~~r::: !~ c:•::=-=-~ bu bean ,n-q~ , will 

FRm( CASt. 

rwen~ • melllbera were present tor the Annual Olrl1tmu Party on Deoed>er 
8c:h. 1be prospects had been tar trCD m-,t oloua, tor dense t oe had strcuded the north 
all weet, tui thta hlld merctta)Jy cleared by t hl SaiurdeJ, and .eomethlna Uk • ow-u..,ual 
hlPP7 bdx1 wa.s llbl • to be pruent for the btanhast. tl'lbappUy, me t og had DON 
pencanenUy att60Ud thcae tmo, llkt s&CNtart f'rar*. BS!cook, are anhu.tlo mrrenra , 

p we learn ed wt th regret that f'r81it had been obll &ed t o ato.)' at haDe . 

"nle prooeedJ~s f ollowed their tr acllttonal pat.tun 'l'lhen after M ear l.)' at&rt 

wt ,a t OCMn to the aplendld at.u1y ,pread Pl"O'Ylded by the ledlu . 'l'belr lteMard neHr 

Yarles, bl ess t 111J tbl tare waa as tmpttnc and aa plantU '\11 u ever. The Domeatto 

Sote.noe atatreu ae. CJ.tff HouN otrtal nl7 tnoM bar .wtt, ll'Jd her puptt. do hG' prcu1I 

M ter the r,asi om,e not. the redcon trc wt a ohanoe to re lu: ..i oh.at and 
peruae the 11brary11 art stmu offerings, and many fa:IOUI 111r111 were bolToff td to gladden 

Ole OrldUD81 tlr u tde. 
The 1Mln ennt ot the evening was a Bunter Drtn , and the dlee wtN soon 

'lhtrllng m8l"f'lll'. Wl t.b. a f ew cmnney notu tn stake lllffl«Y en Iha tables tht scene •ctlld 

ban &J.addened 8111 LodltY11 beart. . after otr eurtlcm"' at back tni llat ened to a 
Nadine trcD an ..,.17 a..1.-., - ot tile ltlgne t. 

1'bs1 • "'" put to wcrt 1ooeee1. Jalk Allt,on deoldt<l to l nYtat t ante 'flfl ~ 
7111·1 ot ci»J.ohff• cuttton bad not aice eeded 1n 11tt1n& S'O'Mt J)l'OIOOted trc. the Remcm, 

and subj eoc.ed u, all to an exm tnatt on to tut our knclwled&•. It te a.aer1 or Ulla .BOrt 
are dim.eel our at Cr91trlere no WOOOer the J>14)11s nner grod\1.1.~& We till passed amt 

bat tl ed manonta ID oont.endtn, wtUl a &81118 ot l~enul tJ end Qntert atrment n lue , but 

~~;1: ~~~:;' ~~1~fP~a;::/;::r: J:~r=:-!rJ= =:., 
8'C>Ptr and a t.oast to «r Pres i dent ooncluded tht pr,ooeed.tnga ec,art troc the 

prtze,,,st"Wi,. - ero hai>Pll7 th t N was acath1 na for t1'll"YOl'Mi. Another ha.ppr and oonYtTtal 

pan,7. 
Next ••t. tna: - Saturd.a)' , 12th J anWll')'. JCJiNNY &u... 



It wu Hslltonla and Fi l.JD run at the happy Ortst.moa •• Ung at the Cl"ick.1--,od bocle of !UU and Karjw1• NoITts . t t was aarNd onlY b7 th e news Ulat lAn Padman ,ma unable to a i.tena CMI,_ t.o Illn ess . 1bo11 PNStn l. wlzbed hlm a apeedJ NOOTerY. Roger Jtnktna , the Heallton lan Llbrar1an , report.ed tbat ht had Noehed .a ll ood ot l et t ers o f oongratul att on u a re 1Ult or t bl new print ed a,d tllust rat~ cat al ogue "1 loh hall been prov ided b1' John Wemham, wr Pres ident . Libr ary bUslnesa had tqiroved aUll turther, am wre Wl!l't now 800 bOoka oui. on l oan. Library t ak ings rw 1962 amomied co onr tJ3 . Recent bene t act.or a ~ tb t l ibrary were Kenneth Klrt171 Haurtq t. IU\nir , Tm P~er, and o. c. 8811111, Md th e Glub pleoed on reco rd tt a ac,precla t l on of tb.etr 
11neros l ty • 

f'WO Oiapltn fil ms and a Laurel and Rar¢f were ably pro j ected bJ Harj ort e Norrt 1 , wtth 1111atc di spensed by 8111 Non-111 Real fl la fWl It was , jtnglng by th e Dirth ot U'III ent ire ccq,siy. 
f'rnnk Vemon-LaJ' • •De.sen I alanct ~an i on.- he call~ 'und er th t Banana TN .. . nits was creatl)' enJ ayed , Md wu me or the belt render l ngt o f thl a pop-1.or t ea t.urt . liarjc:r te NOM"ts conducted a qul s , mct, strorce to re l at e , th ere MN no loser a. All t.went, ooq>ett tcr a aa ln ed a prize k indly J)l"O't'lded t,y th e hoa t a. fflt real wlm cr wu Reger Jenk ins, li\o he,d prevtou aly a tnn an excell ent \1acntt reacUnc. 
The Ann.tal Gener al Heetl ng la fh: ecl f or Ftbl'\l4I'Y 17u, at Putney . NtlC month17 

M8tlrlg ls at !,en L1t1'ak.la ha:ie at S8 SW. 11 Rood• 1~ fOrd t t1lddlt1t %. ltR:IJy adYl N host It lntend l rg to be present . 
Olatnaan Don Webat er stated how he had 11\lQJ'ed b l 1 year of ott tee , and went on io appeal to al l l'tlo ooulel do IO t.o aipport the Bw'IUr !hew At th e Quoent I Theat re• London• Wir.h grat efUl UW\kl to th e boata , tbt oat tl ng t ermlnat td at 7e15, 

YOURS SINCERELY 

O ntereptlng ltetlf trm the tg ltoJ! a :..: :t.•r- B• } 
Bf!NARO PRlf (Senderatead} : ftle Oetcber cover abaolut11¥ r M& Ule bell . It waa · drlllNltlcai r i ght In vwr,, "ST• It was bot sentt mentallY •t a ld on wUh a tnlfflll •, Md waa tb.eN f oN tntlni t..1¥ accep table c.c a Clbcern t ng peracn. How 1ntere st1 n& about \h081 lalt a tl on C•a . bf J ard i ne. a.it lllbat t wane. to know ts who wrot e man1' of thl atorlH ot Chi 1928 - .)0 per1od not quoHd tn tr . Lott st tnterest tng an.tel, . 

',flQ ooUld not en.Joy enCI lOT8 Pl!IN1r' s Olar,7 A det t gbttul bo1& You Oll'I bear bla ll)tllk. . 

~ . , ~~~~~e:: 1:.ir.':td~t;9 00~: ::U~~~ '~ : !M ,::! 
pi cture on Ult cOTtr ta Handr to a 'T'. P?UH d allO t o ,ee tbe N:epptare,nce of J l a Co<*,t a St . f'rar* t s l ettera . l han read ac.«' 111 b7 t.S.B . an4 C.H. al noe a ba1" .and enjoyed Cb• all , but a1'raT1 prefen"ICI the former ( the old ,e r ua , a t uaa , ). I h afl 
9t\1,l .. l'.!.~.n.\l.1. .. .lllllg, .. ,~b! .. 1Ml1111~l~~Ml.~ ... 8U!lU.I P.~~.ll1-IIIN ... l!M:'S., .• HiD~ •• l!!!1. •. ~..r.m.,J,~,. 
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~~~anr;!;t :1~~t~e:;; :~~!eb:0°:eer:s.C(X3i~;!~ ~:e~~~c: ~~~. 
Actual lY I do not U\1nk it CM be cori>ared wlt h ecr, other fe a ture in th e magazine .. aa 

~:tf; !:.e 1i=:O t :a~0~0:; '0~ :Sbr1~ ~:a~:~ ~~:Y :in 1 c~ o!!~ 
~il~~/::1! ~ )~pe~ :e ~~ad~~ ;~ ~l~:.:: ~~~~~~:o1~-e~ed he 
lad wltl\ en l nt.eU lgent and keen intere st in people and pl &Ges ln ttet l on,, He ls able 
to pass on pr leel es.s lntonaa t ton t o co lle c t ors . Above ellt he descr ibes so wen:tl.Y the 
era t o "11Cb be belonged. We shoul trom th e housetops 'lcng U ve Danny and hl s Dlary .• 
It ' s a mcnt.hl)". treat '111\lch enr iches all our Uv es and we do not want to gi ve It up or do 
with out t t at srr time. 

~:_Ya"'f,fa{ ~~~!1~e ~Yr~~:;s~~~e~a~~~:V~ ~s:~iou~~:~1::o~a~~~~t-:: w 
each oopy in1 f?'mlng the pl c turos . It wOUld mdte a grand eollectlon,, 

!me9Wfl1i~;~ "~e:~P::~~~ ~~~~~~t~/~t~~ 1tt18:C:id ==~.L. 
eai: aake a strong ;:ppeal to a pr esent di:iy ycungster - an:.1 how erud it e Nell la in th& 
st. Frank' s tt eld. The Brooks oagtc r emains a., ettoc tl ve as ever. 

~W!PUe ~~;~>~t."~~~1~th~ :=.,a-;!: ~t~~;~~ ~c~'fe~1
d 

pages ~en up with tbe Lee Colum . A grea t artic l e by Ne 11 Beck on WtllY Handrorth. 
Re MS put tnt o fll0l"l1s fflnt I hove orten th ough I .should like t o 88J'. Wtl]J' 1a one or m:, 
t avourtte eharact.ers - not t.he least or h is ena.eartng traits batng hi s l ove ror anlmels . 
•DMny•s Dle.r:,4 h st ill th e • tops .• I l lke, t.oo, the repro<llettons or th e oovfl?'s ot 
some or t ho:l:e grenc1 old papers. 

n ~M'J~~ !m~~Z:l~stT~ ed~:i!:! :!1~~:~,~ :;~~~~ "!oer:~1:1::.:s 
ce th ods by which r.hey hsve re ached th etr concl us i ons , t st i ll read l t trat oover t o oover 
and I woUl.dnt t be withou t tt . 

~ , (~•~ 81,:;:. ! i:~~~1~~~:1 C:~~: ::st~ ~:~~~.,~~:~:. ~ very 
psr tlcularlY like th e new Graytr i ars Gall ery . 

~~ f~rof~r<:;~wo~rdl= !n~~R= ~~~~1~1:! t~~=~-o~:s:·gr~ 
writer , hl a artlcle a always interest i ng . I telt I woa really being ahofln round ih e 
Orand Old n:u,1 s hcce . 

3 "'11% (Oldham): Coll ectors' Digest t s mrel)' the worl tltl t!IOft tnt ere sttrc 
• Cbrts tr.as without th& Annual wc:ul.d be neither happy ncr ooci>i ete i 

~ (Dunc!&eh Hf tbMks t or th e B'ljoYtJ!!nt t •ve had tro o re3dlng c.o . dur 11'11 
the past year. Itf s alwa,a a Red Letter Dey lllhen 1t l'llTITOs . I coul.dnft do wlthoUt 1t 
n°".• 

rarn,~ ~ooda::f~~d}~n ~:::·~_g!~·e:!~~ r;c:~ ~ ~::es::!t~!:: 
outlines or some ot the old s t.cries ~ Henry s t . John , Duncan Ston.i , Vtotor Neleo n, etc . 
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al.lO s ar,tcl • on Jd, Sa 4: Ptie. I am IIIN libla wculd be creac.17 appreolated bJ Ibo• 
wuti. ..U alll .otton, and wtt.b Util e hope ot Mktnc tbtlr oolleot ,"Jon,: lal'I .. . 

:W..~'?!/li!"::~ h~.~:='.:!J~t =~~~·: ~:..~ 
co .. an1. lac.er aedt • a l'ICU1ar NIIIMI"' or F'l'1lllk Rlcbard• 1 .ccrtea. I blaelnld u. 
Ore,trlaN chareoter1 co be e uo\JJ u 11r. Cbapmn J)Ol'V'811d t.blll. ln bll drd'lnp. 

tP.Jfo!lN~R=~IJ~~ ;;_'~ ::~~xce~-~~':: 't!!.tll J'' 
a tlno -· n,o ON)'trlaN .... G.U."7 II ... aJcbt be apeoc.1 ~ lrllll~ ir. c.e. ~ 1hl1 11trlH b u aooct u stt publlmed tn tbe Kl&Mt or •l.fflil)IN:• Wllb 
DennJ'• DhtT and dle Gall..,. u NgUl.ar teacure1, t.ocetbar wtth all tbo11& otblr 
dlZ'aDUIDI <me bu OC118 t.o upeec ln c.n., 1962. IIUlt Oll"talnl.7 be tM IIIIICSlDIIII be" 
7"'1" · 

i:iS• o!tinJ•:':~ab °:'"orlgtl~~~ 7~~u.;r: :=;. 8~fb .. :~o~ ~ • l 
ta~h• ln tba new 7ur, 

PP. iPIIII (BaYdWh 1 • taien.elJ pltued wt\b. tbt lac.tat ai<ZT ot Hr, IID1l e. 

1illAT YOU Sill> MQUT THAT ,ANNUAL 

JO!lll UPl'ON (Southend): It surpassed all expectations. Whst a t remendous 
~ertaldng, and hov cagnificently produced! 

JAMES OOOK (Wembley): I think you have roached the acme of perfection 
with this issue, for it has everyt~l I congratulat e you and thank 
you for a beautif'UJ. book of our hobby. 

FlUNl( SHAW (Liverpo ol) 1 What a treat is the Annual for 1962 ! I think 
there have bean bettar years but it is a wonderful j ob just th e saoe. I 
could have done vi th core about Bam1l ton . Soce of the other stuff is 
fine but not quite right f or this Annual, t o my mind. Denny is splendid . 

RO§p!ARY LYNE&: HILARY OO)iMNI (London): It was glorious, and my f:rl.ende 
and I just love reading it . Ve were disapP9inted at the non-appearance o 
our friend 1".eredi th. Ve adore hie, and would l:IJ<e to see hie retum 
in next year's Annual. He is the type of boy ve ·vould like 1xi have at 
our Christms Par1;y. 

RICHNAL CROMProN (Chialehurst): Heartiest oongratulationa on the 
mnual. It is a ma~ficent production. 

<EWJ> tI.T.I§QN (llkley) 1 Congratulations and thanks for another superb 
produotion. Vith what a wonderful fl6eling CM holds the Annual and 
surveys the cover. A. m1ngling of joy and sadness; delight and pain; 
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hea~ t--warming nostalgia , snd blisstul expectancy, I t is one of the 
truly happy oocents of the yeer. 

RON CROLLI§ (HorncitUrch): I int ended -to aave the Annual f or Christmas, 
but I coul dn 't resist reading "Danny" snd "The Bunters st llome", I can 
only say that if t he r est of the cont ents is even hal f as good as the se 
tvo, I can look forward to " very enjoyab l e holiday indeed. 

WALT»! FLmm!G ( Chingford): '.ftle Annual gets better every year , and I 
think you and your t eam deserve a medtll. The content s seem core varied 
thnn ever, so should suit every body ' s taste, 

TOM FORTER (Old Hil l): Congrstulnt i ons on the Annual . It is excell ent 
in every way. 

E. TIDMSON (Edinbur!',b) s lli t h it s abundance of good things and i ts cost 
attractive cover, I tho"8ht i t the best yat. "Late Succar Folly" wit h 
Cardew' s despern t e swim for life was really gri pping , The clever 
blending of s torie s in "Ona Enchanted Evening", first class. The hul'Jour 
of "The Bunter~ a t Hoce", great , "Chr i stmas with Frank Richards" , 
"Danny' s Cbris1nls " and a ll the other ar ti cl es make thi s a menorabla 
edition. 

BASIL ADAM (Newcastl e}: The fin es t Annual, The very first t iJJe t hat 
every artic l e in the volume has been of interest to me. The illustra'­
ti ons ar e splen did, too , 

G!XlFFREY llILDE (Leeds) s 1 very fine !nnual for 1962, 

Ql)RGE §1:iW:fll§ (Sheffie ld) s 'l'he Annual cover i s a real smasher , and 
~ s to od still as I browsed through and was fascinated by the con­
tent& of thi,e most chaming and wonderful volume, ... ...:... ... 

* A llllllliPA ~ You have only a few days left to see 

BILLY BUNTER'S CHRISTMAS 
at 

CIRCUS 
(JIBBIIS THEAm, Shaftesbury !V8111l8, LONDON. 

!lust end on Janu.ar,y 12th . The tumii es t aDi moat exciting af all the 
Bunter plqs. Join the F81110UB Five in t he Gymnasium at Greyfriars; oo 
Friardale etstion; in the park st llhsrtoo Lodge; and in the circus 
which Colonel Wharton bu engaged. 
_ . .J:.¥.....!!lt...m!!!Ll.!l.J.!! .. ~- ~-Ml-'!-B."..!!.,-~ - ---- -,----­

Pub1tmect 1J>< Erto rerne. £xcel1tor Hou,e• Oron Road, &urbtt.on. 
Oupltoai.d bY Tork ~llcatlng StntG es , 12a 1hl Sbalbl ea• Tort. 


