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TRIBUTE FROM MERSEYSIDE

. Many thanks to the very large number of readers who wrote us
expressing delight with our recent Christmas Number. "THE MERSEYSIDE
FOGHORN", the monthly Newsletter of our Merseyside Club, has made a
welcome return, and it has the following comment to make:

"The Christmas Number of C.D. has arrived, and it is, without any
question, the best ever. What warmth and nostalgia it brings! It seems
impossible to re-create the magic and atmosphere of bygone Yuletides
but this C.D. issues goes a very long way towards doing so. The only
drawback is that the temptation to read it now, some weeks before
Christmas, is toco strong, when a little patience - until, say, Christ-
mas Eve, would bring even greater enjoyment., The editor knows exactly
what his readers want - especially at Christmas time."

Cellectors' Digest is grateful to the Foghorn for sc generous a
tribute,
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THE LONDON CLUB CATALOGUE
The new catalogue of the Hamiltonian Library, sponsored by

President John Wernham and issued by the London Club, is a magnificent
plece of work. Splendidly printed on fine art paper, with a number »f
superb phetographic reproductions, it is more than a mere catalogue -
it is a real ccllectors' item of great worth. If you have not yet
secured a copy, we advise you to lose no time in doing so, We con-
gratulate our Londen Club.

THANK YOU, ALL

On the three days prior to Christmas, hundreds of Christmas cards
and letters poured in a mighty flood into Excelsior House, They
brought the good wishes of readers and friends from all over the world.
Every one of the cards was hung in the editorial lounge aver the Christ-
mas season, to give your editor a glad Christmas, But during those
days your editor was "doing his bit" every afternoon at the Bunter
show at the Queens Theatre in the West End, and filling up every cther
waking moment of the day in producing this issue of Collectors' Digest.
It was just impossible to reply to all readers who sent along their
greetings, and I take this c¢pportunity to express my warm thanks to all

who sent to me, THE EDITOR.

"1 SAY YOU FELLOWS"

At 10.30 in the evening of December 27th the B.B.C. broadcast in
the Home Programme, under the above title, a discussion on the work of
Frank Richards and scmething of an appraisal of the man himself. No
doubt scores of our readers heard it. Those who did not missed a real
treat.

Introduced by Alan Gibson, the programme contained lengthy comments
by John Arlott, Dr. Kemneth Smith and Denzil Batchelor, with certain
readings, by Headley Goodall, from the author's work,

All these gentlemen confessed to have spent a lifetime under
the spell of Charles Hamilton - a spell which still remains with them.
They are in good company. The programme left us with a real happy
glow. In thirty minutes it was inevitable that many aspects of Charles
Hamilton's work could not be touched upon. It was, however, one of tie
B.B.C's finest half-hours, and a magnificent tribute to the world's
greatest writer of school stories.
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THE MYSTERY OF TIGER TIM AND THE BRUIN BOYS
By W. 0. G, Lofts

If any reader were to ask my
favourite character, I would have
no hesitation in naming dear old
TIGER TIM and his fellow ERUIN BOYS,
These lovable characters, which must
have delighted millions of children
in their first reading days, have
always had a very soft spot in my
Heart,

What happy memories they bring
back to me! Of myself ps a small
boy in the late 1920's and early 30's
clutching my rather tattered and
&rubby penny comics - I could not

afford the coloured twopenny issues.
Going down to our loeal market book-
stall and exchanging them at the rate
of four penny comics for one coloured
coui? =uch as the RAINBOW and TIGER
TIM WEEKLY, in whirh TIGER TIM and the
BRUIN BOYS appeared.

Seme years ago it was =y good
fortune to meet one of the first
editors of the RAINBOW and he related
to me how TIGER TIM and the BRUIN BOYS
were created, This was printed in an
issue of COLLECTORS' DIGEST for 1957
but for the benefit of new readers it
is worth repeating.

"J, Louis Smythe, the well-known

Illustrated by Irish Illustrator, whose work ls best known in
BASIL REYNOLDS FIREFLY, FILM FUN, FUN and FICTION, BULLSEYE, was
ST called upon by the editor to illustrate an inci=

dent from a story, The passage chesen was where the hercine stepped from her carrlage
and entered a house ., follcwed by Ner PTiger! named Tim, The artist, whose knowledge
of cld English names was limited, was unaware that In this instance a 'Tiger! signified
a page=b* or youthful attendant; and he drew instead a small striped tiger, promenading
serenely upright upen his hind legs, The editor gasped with astonishment, then laughed 3
but.he made a note nf this comic aniral for future use,"

At the time of writing the above I was under the impression,
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like many other collectors, that TIGER TIM and the BRUIN BOYS first
appeared in the No, 1 RAINBOW dated 14th Pebruary, 1914, Thanks to
Gerry Allison, however, I leamned a little later that these characters
had appeared earlier in the FLAYBOX ANNUAL for 1912, but at this time
$hey were at MRS, HIPPO'S KINDERGARTEN. According to Amalgamated Press
Tecords the very first PLAYBOX ANNUAL was issued in 1908; but for some
strange reason the BRITISH MUSEUM files state it was in 1912. In any
case, so I am told, the 1912 PLAYBOX was the first time that TIGER TIM
and the BRUIN BOYS appeared.

In searching through earlier Amalgamated Press publications, in
an offort to trace earlier comic strips festuring these characters, I
at length located some, but they did not appear in a comic! Like
Ripley's famous BELIEVE IT OR NOT, they actually appeared in the first
volume of ARTHUR MEE'S NEW CHILDREN'S ENCYCLOPAEDIA for 19101

In Apthur Mee's famous work was a section entitled 'THE PLAYHOUR'
which was intended, I suppose, to-be a sort of relief from the other
highly educational subjects. Included in the first few issues, which
had been bound o form &he yearly volume, Was a comic strip entitled
FROLIC FARM, A number of comic animals lived there, with names like
PIGGY-WIGGY, JOHNNY BULL, NANNY GOAT, DICKY DUCK and ROMPING ROVER.
These animals had a series of adventures on a farm owned by a Mr., and
¥rs, BULL. This was, I resume, the forerunner of TIGER TIM and the
BRUIN BOYS; a few issues later MRS. HIFPO'S KINDERGARTEN appeared with
TIGER TIM and his other playmates. Both the above comic sets were drawn
by a J.8, BAKER (JULIUS STAFFORD-BAKER) a well-known artist in many of
the Victorian comic papers and the originator of CHIPS' famous CASEY'S
COURT.

It scems, from readers' reactions, that the school of MRS HIFPO
was very popular, for shortly afterwards, the comic sets were amalgamated
and the FROLIC FARM animals joined MRS. HIPPO'S school, where gradually
they were pushed more and more into the background — until they practi-
cally disappeared altogether. Never failing an opportunity to educate
the young reader Arthur Mee had the script underneath the comic strips
written in French as well as English - surely a novel way in which to
teach the young reader the mysteries of the French language! The section
of the PIAYHOUR incidentally was conducted by AUNT MOLLY, who also wrote
the true amusing history of her dear old friend TIGER TIN, relating his
days in the jungle before joining MRS. HIPPO'S school along with JOEY
THE PARROT, GEORGIE GIRAFFE, JOLLY JUMBO, FIDO and the rest.

As already mentioned, J. S. BAKER was the first artist to port-
ray TIGER TIN and obviously he mas the prior claim to creating this
charaoter, , even if it was suggested in the first place by the editor.
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On contacting MR. J.S. BAKER, however (he is now aged over 90 and
living in Norwich) I learned that he was in extremely poor health and
obviously could not remember details about these famous creations, On
contacting his son, also an artist, but a landscape artist, I found
him much mere informetive. Disputing the earlier story on the origin
of TIGER TIM he asserted that his father was the creator and that he
was always very proud of this fact, He also claimed that his father
was the originator of the comic animals in the comics and newspapers
lcng before the days of MICKEY MOUSE and FELIX THE CAT, It seems,
therefore, that- the true story of TIGER TIM and the identity of the
original creator will never be known, especially as my editor informent
died last year.

If J. S. BAKER was the creator he certainly did not draw them for
long, as within a year of the characters appearing in THE RATNBOW
(where they had joined MRS. BRUIN'S BOARDING SCHOOL) they were taken
over by another well-known illustrator, 8. J. CASH, whose claim to
fame was COMIC CATS. Shortly afterwards the most famous artist of them
all started to draw them - H.S. FOXWELL; and I have no doubt that it
was this artist who, by his fuller, more robust and lifelike characters
made them as famous as they were to become.

Although J.S, BAKER was a first-class arist in his own field, his
first drawings of TIGER TIM and his playmates were feeble, when com-
pared with those I grew to kmow so well in the 1930's, It would be
like comparing HUTTON MITCHELL'S BILLY BUNTER (Mitchell was the first
artist of the MAGNET) to that of the famous CHAPMAN!

' H.S. FOXWELL'S output for the RAINBOW and TIGER TIM'S WEEXLY was
fantastic, though I am told there were several understudies who filled
the breach during illnesses, holidays, etc. Such was the success of
TIGER TIM that when the PLAYBOX started in 1925 they were there again;
this time the girl counterparts, TILLY TIGER instead of TIM, once again
by H.S. FOXWELL., In 1933 Foxwell left the Amalgamnted Press Lid and went
over to the London DAILY MATL %o draw their famous character TEDDY
TATL, He died, I believe, before the Second World War,

The successor to the TIGER TIM strips was a B.C. WYMER, an artist
of whom I confess I know very little - and, indeed, mahy of my comic
editor friends know nothing at all about him., His work was a close
reproduction of H.S. FOXWELL, and he carried on right up to the first
tasualty of the war when, through paper shortage, TIGER TIM'S WEEKLY
finished in 1940, With PLAYBOX finishing in 1955 and the RAINBOW in
4956 dear old TIGER TIM was relegated to the back of TINY TOTS, drawn
now by a host of different artists and a very wooden and pathetic little
creature compared with the TIGER TIM I once loved so well, With the
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end of TINY TOTS, this was, 1 believe, the last appearance of TIGER TIM.

Fhere have been many arguments as to who was the greatest money-
spinning character for the Amalgemated Press Ltd., and no doubt our old
friends SEXTON BLAKE and BILLY BUNTER are well to the fore in this re-
spect. WEARY WILLY and TIRED TIM, of CHIPS, ran for over 50 years it
is true,but only in cne comic and a penny one at that., Bub TIGER TIM
appeared in three coloured comics, in strips and in stories, and these
ran up a mammoth sale of nearly 400,000 copies o week, Nor must one
forget the yearly Annuals which were very very profitable to the
Amnlgnmated Press.

Do you remember the following (maybe a Christmas present in your
younger days): PLAYBOX ANNUAL, TIGER TIM'S ANNUAL, RAINBOW ANNUAL, THE
BRUIN BOYS ANNUAL, MRS. HIPPO'S ANNUAL? What happy memories they bring
back to us alll

e e s s omomom oo =

: mChatterbox Annual® 1868, 1869, 1676, 167h, 1875, 1881, 1885, 1686, Victorian
11drenfs Books with Colcured Plates, Christmas Annuals and Magazines, 01d Xmas

Birthday Cards, Yelentines and Berap Albews,

ROBERT RAWSTIRNE, "WHITECROFT®, MANOR AVENUE, FULWOOD, PRESTCN,

w. Nelson Lees, Union Jasks, Thrillers, Detective Weeklles, Boys Friends, E.S«
a' 8.0.L'8; Novels by R, Bervice, Connie Morgan, J. B. Hendryx, E. R, Burroughs,
Chums Annuals, All ccrrespondence answered,

ke G, DAVIDSON, 193 RAE BTREET, NORTH FITZROY, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.

:  8.0.,L's and B,F,L!'s centaining St, Frank's steries, Collectors! Digests
1 = 1960, Fullest details to: HNORMAN PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE STREET, LIVERPOCL, 7.«

M 1 Merseyside Branch 0,B.B.C. requires 8,0.L's contalning complete stories of
Ble Jim's and Rookwood. Fullest detalls to:
NORMAN PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE STREET, LIVERPCOL, 7.

£1 EACH OFFERED for 1935 lssues of THE SCHOOLGIRL as follows: Nos. 287, 311, 312, 316, 317
318, 321, 322, 323, 324, 325, 326, 32, 328, 329, 33¢, 332, 333 and 33
MR, N, LINFORD, 115 ALLPORT STREET, CANNOCK, BTAFFS,

0l OF EXCHANGE: Magnets, Oems, Nelson Leesy B.F.L.y 840.Lsy BeBalay Unicn Jekksy
Tto, Bend your wanta 1ists. THIS MONTH!S SPECIAL: "Bey Without a Name" and "School
and Sport,” VERNON LAY, 52 CAKLEIGH GARDENS, WHETSTONE, LONDON, N.20.

WANTED: Populars, Nelson Lees, Unlon Jacks, 38 ST. THOMAS RCAD, PRESTON,

H@: 8.0.L, 423 Nelson Lee Ne, 130 (91d serles). Your price pald cr 8.0,Lfs,

elson Lees, Gems and Hagnets for exchange only, Would like to correspond wWith a reader
who 1s Interested In Xmas numbers of 8.0.L. HN.L. Genm abd Magnet,.

BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH EMBASSY, REYEJAVIK, ICELAND.

:  Oem No. 799, B.F. (Green 1Un) 762, 76k, 780, 1042, 1257, 1264 to 1298
1 TREE ROAD, OLD HILL, STAFFS,
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Sexton Blake Today

(The latest Nevels In the world-famous Sexton Blake Library review by MARGARET

]
RAT

COOKE. )
THE MAN WHO KILLFD ME
Hoe 513 = Arthur Maclean
i ”

sln'rmmu:. A reprint of an
ey ealler new lwok novel,
but well worth a second
DEAIH reading. A strong plot,
a well developed sLOCY,
I" SMAI_{ plenty of action and
mystery, excellent

DOSES characterisation and a
e

surprise ending, make
. k. this a good bock for
o A\ Christmase

CORP: FOR

Balll

Despite his staff's
opinion that 1t was a
"dovnright damnable im=
pertirence and 1iberty®
Sexton Blake accepted an
olive branch from the

Here are the covers of the January issues which will be on Duke and Duchess of
sale in the middle of the month. Derwentwater and arranged
" * to spend Xmas with them

at Dedlelgh Abbey,
Suffolk, He longed for a real traditional Xmas amay frem erime and despairing ¢alls for
help - for snow and turkey, Christmas trees and crackers, parties and carols - and peace
with all the trimmings. .

A3 an odd asscrtment of guests assembled at the Abbey for dinner, snow began to
tall and Sexton Blake began to relax = until they played an after-dinner game of murder
and murder became as real as Christmas - sudden, agonising, and as Inexplicable as a
series of metiveless killings in far amay London. Blake ceased to dream and went into
action, An excellent bock, full of incident and ectlion; mystery and suspense until the
final chepter when Blake exposes the leader of the English counterpart of the American
sMurder Incorporated,®

Both these novels are the first to appesr In the new format, which apart from ita
much smaller size, differs very little from the old cne. Disappointing for those of us
who hoped tc see the S.B.L. compete with Pan Books and similar paper-backs.




Page 9

HAMILTONIANA

DO _YOU REMEMBER? Roger Jenk
'AFTER_LIGHTS OUT™

N = BOYS! FRIEND LIBRARY No.

Before the days of the Schoolboys! Own Library, long stories of the Hamilton scheols
used to make sporadic appearances In the pages uf the Boys' Friend monthly library.
number of these stories were by substitute writers: "School and Sport*, ®Through Thick
and Thin® and "The Silent Three" come into this category. Ancther set of stories were
by Charles Hamilton, reprinted from the weekly paper: "Cousin Ethelts Schooldays", "The
School under Canvas", "Harry Wharton!s Dosnfall" and “The Schoclboy Castaways," are four
that come readily to mind here, There were, hc#ever, a handful of tales speclally written
for this monthly 1ibrery by Charles Hamilten - scmething he never did for the Schoolboyst
Own Litrary - and it is this group of criginal stories that comprise the Collectors! items,

The precedent was set by No, 30 #Tom Merry & Co" and No. 38 #Te¢m Merry's Conquest®
both written in an ingenuous, sirple style that mark them out as real period plecess Nee
288 "The Boy Without a Name® and its sequel No, 328 "Rivals and Chums" farm a palr about
Highcliffe, and are undoubtedly the most femous of all in this group. No. 13 "The Feud
at Rockwood" is scmething of a disappointment, ranking as a very sub-standard Rcokwood
stary, although written by the real Owen Conguest. On the other hand, mifter Lights Cut?
#n No, 383 18 obe of the rarest and most readsble of the genuine storless

For some obscure reason, the Boys! Friend menthly librariss were always undated, The
dates can be traced by lcoking for contemporary advertisements in the Gem and the Magnety
but PAfter Lights Out® gives Us some other clues to work cn, It features Levison after
his reformation, when Cardew and Racke have arrived at the school, and Mr, Railton has
returned from Flanders with a damaged arm that causes him to pace the quadrangle at
night = to the dismay of breskers of bounds, There is much talk of food regulaticns, but
1t looks as though the resl wartime sharteges have not yet arrived. From all this it
would seem that the story was published in early 1917.

It is a tale of scme merit, with gllmmers of that diamond-cut~diamend quality of
the best Levison type, Racke spreads a false aocount of how Levison accompanied him tc
the Green Man, with the result that Levison is dropped from the cricket team, After they
have fought Sitterly in Rylcombe woods, Racke is found lying insensible, having been
battered by a cudgel, The real hero of the story is Levison miner, who gets the wheels
turning that eventually prove his brotherfs innocence.

The only real dissppointment {s Cardew who, in the 'twenties, would have played a
majer part in the stary of this type. Here he seems rather a shadowy figure, but that
13 only because we are judging the tale by the higher standards of future yearss

Da?pue this, "After Lights Out® 1s a worthy scquisition for any collector!s
bookshelf.

YE OLDE CYNIQUE INN

Notice In the vestibule = Bacheler is anxious Lo meet lady who owns collection of Magnets,
with a view to marriage, Please communicate with manager of this Inn, giving full parti-
culars of collectlion.
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LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL

No. 63. THE ICONOCLAST

Nobody seems to know whether the present publishers of the Bunter
books intend to continue the series with new stories from a substitute
writer. It nppears that in early 196% we shall see one new story by
Charles Hamilton, and later in the year the story on which he was at
work at the time of his death, Apparently this story has been finished
off by another writer.

The keen Greyfriars fan is perturbed at the idea of the series
being continued by a substitute writer. With the memory of substitute
writers in the past, we wonder what kind of a picture Greyfriara may
present in a few years' time.

I suggest that it was by no means the most gifted writers who nec-
essarily wrote the most successful substitute stories. By which I meen
that a man might be a fine author and yet be incapable of writing a
Gregfriars or St. Jim's story which was acceptable to the keen fan.

There is = great temptation for the substitute writer to introduce
his own characters and his own settings to make the series his own. And
if a men destroys tradition, as he is tempted to do, his work will not
be acceptable to those who may know Greyfriars better than he does.

This urge on the part of any substitute wiiter is human and under-
standable. He is using another man's characters and another man's
reputation. The temptation fo introduce change and thereby make the
series partly his cwn, must be jrresistible. Yet I think it fatal to
submit tc this temptaticn.

A reader, whose letter appeared in our "Yours Sincerely" section,
spoke in glowing terms of the Cliff House stories written by John Wheway.
Our reader referred to ihe many changes introduced by Wheway, and how
Mhe made Bessie Tunter an entirely different character." I doubt whether
our reader would have found himself holding a majority opinion.

As a youngster I read and enjoyed perhaps the first hundred or S0
Senool Friend stories. Years later I came on CLiff House again, and I
found it wnregognisable. So many old characters dropped; 80 many new
ones introduced; 8¢ much change for the sake of change. Worst fault of
all, a boys' school was introduced near C1iff House, and this school
provided the boy friends of the Cliff House girls. Stupidly encugh,
Greyfriars was never even mentioned in the Cliff House stories.

lo doubt Mr. Wheway was happy. He had made the series his own.
But at what cost to the circulation of his paper we shall never Know.
We only know that Cliff House, as a separate entity, did not long survive
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Mr. Wheway.

Many of the substitute writers introduced their own characters
and tried herd to make them popular. Mr. G.R. Samways tock over the
Breyfriars stories in the Penny Popular, reborn after the first world
war. In many ways, I think Mr, Samways the most successful of all the
substitute writers, for he lmew his Greyfriars, and he tried hard to
imitate the Hamilton style, But in the "Popular" stories, Mr. Samways
introduced a character, Demnis Carr, who was starred for quite a long
‘time, Naturally Mr. Semways had a soft spot in his heart for Dennis
Carr. Equally naturally, there must have been a hard core of readers
who found Carr a blot on the landscape. The Carr stories had a good
run, but they stopped with a sudden jerk, to be replaced with the old
Red Magnet stories.

A while back I was criticised for having led readers up the gar-
den path in a very early Annual article by suggesting that Mr. E.S.
Brooks wrote most of the Gem stories between 1926 and mid-1931. Said
ny critic: "Now we hear that Francis Warwick was generally responsible
for most of the stories in this period."

In my reply I pointed out that, during the period in question,
early 300 stories appeared in the Gem, and it could still be a fallacy
to sssume that Francis Warwick wrote most of them.

Tn Blakiana recently, Mr. W.0.G. Lofts contributed an article
which showed that Mr. Warwick actually wrote 41 stories for the Gem.

Not a lot of stories, comparatively, but what a lot of change
Mr. Warwick brought sbput, Spalding Hall, a girl's school was put
down near St. Jim's and Cousin BEthel went there as a pupil. The
Spalding Hall pupils became the girl friends of Tom Merry & Co. Mr.
Lofts tells us that Bully Burkett and Cyrus Handcock came from Mr.
Warwick's pen, So it was Mr. Warwick who now wrote of Tom Merry,
Marners, Lowther and Handcock, the chuns of study No. 10.

It appears to have been yet another substitute writer who swept
away Mr, Linton, and replaced him with the ill-fated Mr. Pilbeam.

Mr, Warwick was uhdoubtedly an excellent writer in his own
sphere - but he was not a good substitute writer. When my History of
the Gem comparatively recently, appeared in the Annual, I did not kmow
who wrote the stories, but I passed the opinion that the writer of
the Spalding Hall and, Handcock stories was the worst of all the sub-
stitute writers - not because he was inexpert with his pen, but because
he destroyed tradition. I still think the same. .

It is quite likely that any substitute writer, who takes over the
modern Bunter series, may not face quite the same perils as the old
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sub writers in the Magnet. I think it likely that hard-cover books

rely more for their sales on casual purchasers, and less on the support
of the loyal and true. It may well be that a new sub writer can be an
jconoclast - and get away with it. We of the old brigade can only hope

for the best.
It's just my point of view. What's yours?
PR

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES
M, 62, THE IDCL

: 1, too, feel that the 0.B.B.C. would never have been heard of, had it
Tot Seen for the beloved tales cf Creyfriars, St. Jim's and Rookwood, BSexton Blake and

Nelson Lee, gsod as they were, would only have been pleasant memories of our boyhood and
not quite good enough te have formed the wBretherhcod of Happy Hours® as dear old Herbert

Leckenby called the movement,

JIM BEPBURMN: I Was with Frank Shaw almost all the wey and have felt for a long while
that many of owr fraternity allow Leo mugh sentiment to sway thelr judgnent of the
1terery value of the work of our beloved Frank Richards, However much Frank luved
writing, his work was all on a commereial basis — words and time meant meney = and no
auther could saddle himself with the burden of so many thousand words per week and
expeet to reach the pinnacle of writers such as Dickens, Haggard or Conan Doyle, Frank
was a great writer in his sphere = his charpeters were all so much alive, and in our day,
when reading tock up so much lelsure time, we grew to love them all.

The nostalgla this keeps alive s understandable, but 1 still think that we shculd
keep anfeven keel" and try to understand that writers like Frank Shaw are writing what
they think and not being unfair, er have any intention of upsetting or incurring the
wrath of members of the 0,B.B.C.

(Our Controversial eolum has elaimod that Frank Richards was Second to None in his own
sphere, It has never compared his work with that ef Dickens, Haggard or Conan Doyle,

for the sipple reason that no conparison 1s possible., All were supreme in their own lines
So far as cormerclal basis goes = what cther basis has any professional writer? = EJF.)

CLIFF SMITH: I know that Ifve & lot for which to thank Charles Hamilton, He entertained
and Instructed pe during ny formative years - God bless him, I'm sure that nobody ean
assess the impact for good he had on the youth of the last fifty years.

MAX LYNE: The battle with Frank Shaw is vastly entertaining; he writes well, and with
mich goed sense; but I think this round goes To yoU.

IS8 E, J. PAT! Three rousing Aussie cheers for Controversial Mo, 62. 1 was delighted
With yeur rapler—sharp arguments, Bravo and Viva for your fair-minded outlooks

JATHLR HOLLAND: Fer any reader to see ldolatry behind your suggesticn relating to
Charles Hamilton!s secresy pegarding his yeuthful baskground {s sbsurd. Bueh a reader
fails to distinguish between idolatry and loyalty. I agree wholeheartedly with your
suggestion that we should respect Charles Hamiltonfs wish in this matter,

Whilst he was alive, 1 looked upon him as a friend of 50 years! standing, who
brought much pleasure into my 1ife through the medium ef his pen. The high moral tone of
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his stories helped to Keep me stralght In my teens, instilling me with the urge to "play
the goe" and ast squere in all things. Though he is no longer with us, I shall always
respect his memory and be everlastingly grateful for help received. The sinesrity of
cnets friendship can be proved by loyalty,

RAY HOPKINS: TYes, you are right, The word Idolater has an unpleasant ecnnotation of a
bowing, scraping individual and I alsc attach an added meaning te it (vhich ney be my own
imaginings or may stem from delvings into biblical readings when a Very young persen) of
a tavning for the sake of gain, I think that we should not hurl the word Idol in the
direction ef Frank Richards at all. He appears to me to have been a most hurble man
blessed with this extracrdinary gift of being able to invent several different microcosms
of humen 1ife and to people them with characters with which we are all able to identify
ourselves. That he was suseessful is shown that we can still enjoy guing back into these
1ittle werlds and the faot that we are fatter and older than any of young characters 1s
nc deterrent to our being at ine with them while we are silent partners in their N
adventures, If we can also thark Frank in cur hearts for making us see that nasty little
habits (such as lying and eavesdropping, to menticn just two of the minor viges he
portrays) should not be Indulged In by ourselves, that is scmething that we keep to our-
selves but we can still be grateful to him, We can also be grateful to fate (or what-
ever it is that guldes us all) that made him proficient in this pleasure giving activity.
kfter all, he oould have been more proficient in some cther field In which we, none ot
us, might have ever even heard of him, And had we not, we, none of us, would have had
the pleasure of recelving monthly the good cld C.D, and of being able to Inundate Ye Ed -
with piles of correspondence so that the poor chap can do nothing but hustle out yet
another edition of C.D.

BOB WHITER: Itve always maintained that without Hamiltonia there would have been no
0.B.B.Cep N0 CuD, No S,P,C, The facts speak for themselves, We all know that Frank, as
an author, had his faults, What author hasnft? I still sqy he was a grand writer = he
never let his readers downj his heart and scul were In his work right t111 the end. Quite
frankly 1 dontt care If anyone criticises me for making en Idol cut of Frank Richards.
Frem the age of elght, I found his staries one of the joys of life, They gave ms some—
thing to 1ive up to, even If we failed In the attempt. I am'quite unashemed when I com—
fess that tears came fo 1y eyes when I heard ¢f his passings

W; Mr, Sutton Wants to think again. There s nothing phoney about the

T es series, They were some of Martin Clifford!s best storles, as were the *X®
series, Have you noticed that Charles Hamilton wrote a lot of circus stories in Gem and
Magnet? His last story of circus life was *Jack of the Clrcus' in the "Jack of All
Trades® series. C.H. fust have been very fond of the circus,

(C.H. mas very fond of all aspects of circus life = E.F.)

W.0,0, LOFTS: Regarding Syd Bmyth's and Bob Whiterfs ccrments = and the formerfs stated
ment that 1 "have gone astray®, I would 1ike to say that I met Stenton Hope many times
dovn Pleet Street in company with old editor friends of his, The conversaticn was ob—
vicusly more intimate than If he were being Interviewed by the Australian C'ub, To say that
Hope was a nodding acquaintance of C.H. is ridiculous. C.H. knew Hope as far back as
1915, when Hope ran Chuckles and published short Greyfriars storles to glve the paper a
boost. - In letters to me Hope mentions hig collaboration with C.H. in.the Herlock
Sholmes tales in the Greyfriars Herald. Later, when Hope was on the Popular, he gave
€,E, authentic help in the preparing of the Rio Kid tales. It is well knomn in Fleet
Street of Hope's expert knowledge on western affairs, :

Hope!s father was_a shareholder in the AP, Both were fond of travel, and Hope
visited C.H. many times in France, which makes him far from a nodding acquaintance, Hope
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knew that whatever he might tell the Australian Club would be printed in C.D. (which C.H.
might reac) and he was always extremely cautious in what he sald.

{Charles Hamilton wrote less than a couple of dozen of the Herlock Sholmes stories, none
more than about two thousand words in lengthas Burely we are not asked to belleve that
Hamilton needed the assistance of Hope of anyons else in the writing of those 1little
efforts, 1 do not quite see why Hope sheuld assupe that anything he teld the Aussie Club
would be printed in Collectors! Digeste Comments made in Fleet Street would surely be
more 1ikely to eome to Charles Hamilton's notice than anything he might say In Australiae
In any case, why should he bother? — E.F.)

* * K * *

BILLY BUNTER'S CHRISTMAS CIRCUS

BILLY BUNTER'S Lo B0 Lot

The new play, running for a short matinee season at the Queen's
Theatre, London, has plenty of colour, plenty of action - and plenty of
noise. What more could youngsters ask for in a Merry post-Christmas
show?

The casting of the Famous Five is more successful than ever before.
For one thing the boys are of the right age. Harry Wharton is dark and
serious; Bob Cherry, vurly-haired, fair, and full of high spirits;
Jehnny Bull plump and stocky; Nugent locks the youngest of the lot,
which is right, and is fair and bright-faced; Inky is no newcomer to a
Bunter show, and is excellent, apart from his turban, which Hurree
Singh never wore. It is evident that the casting director took very
great pains to ensure that the Famous Five were just the thing. They
are an attractive set of lads, and act with verve and ccnvictioh, In
view of this, it is a pity that they do not have a 1ittle more to doe

The first scene, set in the gymnasium at Greyfriars, is theirs,
and they make the very most of it. After that, pantomime reigns supreme .
but it is very good pantomime. The story is wafer-thin, Colonel Wharton
engages a suall circus to give a performance on Boxing Day in the park
of Wharton Lodge. Some crooks in the circus decide to rob the Colonel
of his valuables, including a Rembrandt. (Maurice McLoughlin, like Mr.
Buddle, has not forgotten his "Baffled",) It is likely that the show
owes as much of its success to the producer as to the author. The
split-second timing of the countless pisces of by-play have to be seen
to be belisved.

For the adult Greyfriars fan, the show is made by the opening scene
and he may sigh that we cannot see a little more of Greyfriars. But he
will be a curmudgeon indeed if he does not enter into the joyous spieit
of the whole entertainment, and enjoy every minute of it.

For the third year in succession, Robert Lenkesheer plays lir.
Quelch, and, without any possible doubt, he is the finest of all the

ches. One would dearly love to see him as Quelch in a serious
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epigsode of the most famous schoolmaster in the world.

A truly remarkable performence is given by Michael Anthony as the
clown. What a wonderful, versatile actor the man is! Those who recall
him in a T.V. play early this year as a German Officer, and recently as
& harassed father in a Dock Green episode, will be delighted, and not
a little astounded, by his magnificent clown. ' .

* Peter Bridgemont never spares himself for one noment in the role
of Bunter. He is hardly ever off stage, and his energy is breath-taking,
For the very first time in Bunter stage history, the feminine
element is introduced; Bernadette Milnes plays the step-daughter of the
rascally circus proprietor., Petite, winsome and’altogether charming she

gives a delightful performance,

For the carping, there are one or two slips which might have been
avoided, Friardale Junction should obviocusly have been Courtfield
Junction. The Ringmaster mentions that Colonel Wharton and his wife
have gone out for the evening., And the boys loock very business-like in
their black and white football shirts while Greyfriars colours are blue
and white. But only the ungenerous and the unreasonable will feel like
edrping.

Eric Fayne is at the piano during the show, playing his own com-
positions of Greyfriars music, plus a medley of popular songs.

The London Club has a party at the theatre for the performance on
January 5th (a few tickets are still available at the moment of W'iting)
and the 01d Modernians' Association has a large party there on January
12th, If you are intending to visit the show during the remainder of
the run, we remind you that it ends of January 12th.

And because the Famous Five are so goed, we think we should give
you the names of the players. Here they are:-

Harry Wharton, Gregory Warwick; Bob Cherry, Peter Saunders;
Jehnny Bull, David Griffin; Frank Nugent, Barry Henderson and Hurree
Singh. Louis Aquilina.

With characteristic generosity, the Directers of City Stage Pro-
ductions gave a special Premiere Matinee of "Billy Bunter's Christmas
Circus" at the Queen's Theatre on Saturday, December 22nd in aid of the
Lady Hoare Thalidomide Appeal. The Direction gave the theatre and the
cast gave their services for this worthy cause, and a packed house
enjoyed the show. A splendid Souvenir Programme was produced especially
for the occasion. =
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- BLAKIANA

Donducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN

It gives me great pleasure to be able to say that my 5.0.5. for
material has been answered. I have already received several interesting
articles, whilst others are on the way from overseas. Several readers
have elso written to me requesting the continuation of the Union Jack
Titles and authors, where known, from the year 1914 and working backward.
The last year published was 1915. HMay I take this cpportunity to thank
everyone for their assistance and tc wish you all a Happy New Year.

JOSIE PACKMAN

* ¥ * ¥ *

THE SENTIMENAL TRAIL
By Victor Colby

How many of the avid readers of all things pertaining to our
revered friend Blake, have failed to be thrilled by the creations of
Stanley Gordon Shaw, to wit - Fury the Fur Man, and Jannsen the Moon-
slayer, and have failed to revel in Sexton Blake's stirring adventures
with them in the backwoocds of Canada, Alasks and the Foring Strait? Not
many, I know,

Like the clean sweet air from the vast, snow mantled forests of
Canada so vividly portrayed in the stories themselves, Stanley Gordon
Shaw's Sexton Blake narratives carried a freshness, clarity and colour
so redolent of exciting atmosphere in the great outback.

If I may be permitted to introduce a perscnal note, I would like
to take the reader back to an occasion in the year 1928, when as a boy,
just tumed 12 years of age, I was confined to bed with a painful attack
of mumps.

To provide me with scmething with which to while away the long
tedious hours, my beloved mother had arrived back home (Amcliffe,
Sydney, N.S.W.) from her shopping expedition, with a copy of The Boys
Friend Library, 2nd series 152, dated 5.7.28 called "The Roaring Traill"
by Gordon Shaw.

Depieted on the eover in red end blue was a bewhiskered cowboy, gun
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held aloft, a wild lock in his eyes, charging across the Canadian country-
side on his plunging steed, with the form of a young man flung face up-
ward across the aaddle behind him,

How I enjoyed this picture, and the story it illustrated! They
thrilled my young heart and introduced me for the first time to Stanley
Gordon Shaw.

During the years that fcllowed I locked back often on that day,
picturing the cover in my nind's eye, and reliving that wnforgettable
story.

#he Roaring Traill" was not = Sexton Blake story, but later I came f
4o read and to enjoy the wonderfully adventurous Sexton Blake stories
written by Gordon Shaw, end have always held them in high regard.

Just recently in 1962, a full 34 years after reading "The Rearing

i11" I was privileged to receive from England without prior lmowledge
that this cne would ba sent, a copy of the self-sane issue of 'The
Roaring Traill" that had captivated me so many years before.

As T gazed once more on that charging figure on the galloping horse,
with the background scenes of mountains and pines, memories came flooding
in and I felt the years recede.

Tt was almost with reverence, certainly with wam affection that I
handled this small book, whose image I had not seen in 34 years, and
oy delight was unbounded that once more I had a copy of my very own,
this time to keep for good, for the fate of the first little copy I
cannot recall.

Could I be sure there was no mistake after all these years? Well,
1 could soen find out, I could remember in the story from way back,
right near the beginning of the story, one of the characters, a young
man, speaking of a premonition he had.

" hat's a premonition, Mum?" asked young Vic Colby, and he did
not ask in vain,

So, in 1962, as I reached page 3 of "The Roaring Traill" there it
was, the word "premonition" just as I rocalled it, now shorn of its
mystery, but providing a positive link with the past.

Stanley Gordon Shew, Sexton Blake author and adventure story
writer par excellence, I salute you.

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT SEXTON EBLAKE
Sexton Blake is a remarkable character. It 1s nc exaggeration to say that he is
unique, & character whe has appeared regularly in new stories over 70 years, whose
adventureg have been told by scores of different writers of widely-different styles, and
Whose career has covered every aspect of crime In every comer of the gloke, %.,‘;,,E be uniques
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The Bexton Blake Library 1s a remarkable publication. It has been published for
nearly 50 years, the number of issues per month varying from 5 to 2. It survived a
certain vicissitude = a survival which above all else makes it unique. It did, In fact,
change horses in mid-stream, a most perilous proceeding.

It is loosely accepted that, In the early nineteen=fiftles, the 5,3.L. changed from
a juvenile to an adult publieation, For any periodical to survive such a change is re=
marksble, Old readers may be antagenised and lost in too large mumbers before reinforce=
ments can arrive In the shape of new supportérs, I can think of no periodical of preéwar
days which underwent a drastic change and 1ived long after Lo tell the tale,

But, In fact, to regard the change in the S.B.L. as one frecm juverile to adult appeal
1s a fallacy, The Sexton Blske stories were never written for children, I strongly doubt
ther there was any less adult appeal in the old sterles than In the modern cnese It

all depends on the tastes of the adult,

While I disregard the contention that the §,B.L. changed from a juvenile to an
adult publication, we all know that a great change did take place In the storles. Sexton
Blake changed from & private Investigator into ean organisaticn. Tinker changed from an
adolescent into a young-man-sbout-town. A female staff was introduced to bring in colour
and frills, The old background disappeared, A new realism took 1ts place.

The biggest change of all took place in the presentation of Tinker = and here, I
think, editorial policy slipped up. Tinker wgs far too popular to be turned into a
stooge to be used for the purpose of light relief. All the world may love a lover, though
I'm ncne tco sure of this, But all the world is likely to be frritated by a Young man
who gees goofy In the presence of a leggy female with titian hair.

It would be unfair to suggest that the 8,B,L. 1s loth to experlment. We have, in
recent times, been given stories in the first person, which are disliked by some readers
and sppreciated by others. In the Pedro story we had the soliloquising animale I am
all for innovations of this type occcasicnally, They keep the Sexton Blake reader on his
toes, In spite of this, it scems to be that we have rather & lot of the wne type of

+ Adventure and intrigue eppear to be winning the day against the straightforward
detection of erime,

The modern ccvers are superbly drawn and coloured. In the past few years there
has been an equal balance between Lhose which are blatantly "bosomy® and those which are
not, The titles have quality, most of them being abstract,. I have wondered whether,
novi and then, a less absiract title might be more tempting to the occasional readers

‘The stories do not lack realism, Recently we had & man torm limb from limb by a
mobe In another tale "the slave trader snatched a baby from 1ts motherts arms and
dashed Its brains out on the nearest logs Then he fell on the mother,” The deseription
of a man~te-man fight in yet another story was not for the squeamlsh.

I am not suggesting that there ia anything deplorable in such features, 1 am not
proposing the emasculation of the good old §,B.L, But I do think It would be sound poliey
to cater as well for readers who prefer a little less vlolence plus a good slice of
mystery and neat crime detection,

Though, personally, I have never found e Blake writer so entirely readable as the
pre=war Plerre Guiroule, I think that the writing of the average Blske story today &s
of higher quality than ever before, Incidentally, though 1 enjoy reminiscence of past
cases Introduced into stories, I dislike footnotes giving the titles of such stories, 1
daresay plenty of readers 1ike them, It 1s merely a personal whime

There seems to be a hard core of readers who are not so keen on the lady members
of the Blake orgenlsation, Then, why the apparent Insistence that these delightful re-
males must feature In each and every story? Why not give an cccasional story without them,
and let Bloke and Tinker work togethcr on a case?

It is no secret that the 8,B.L, 13 now In a period of trial, A larger circulation
1s necessary If the well-loved menthly ls not to follow the rest into the realms of the
"gone but not forgotten”,

Whether the new format will do anything tc help matters, I should not 1
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1 tind it rather disappointing, with its very small print and its Father flimsy "feel,"

This month Martin Thomas mskes a welcome return in "Death In Small Doses". We have
a soft spot in our hearts for Martin Thomas who is a keen Collectors® Digest reader, and
whe knows the Blake saga from A to Z, In addition, he tells a rattling gooed yarn,

I want to see the 8.B,L. live on for many years to come, I am of the opinlon that
if one stery each month wgs of the realistic type and the cther more of the older type
of straight erime detection, no possible harm could be done and much good might result,
Here's to the 5.8.L.

BIION JACK TITLES AND AUTHORS FOR THE YEAR 1L

No. 534 The Golden Calf . (8eoepion) M. Scott
No. 535 The Mystery of the Monastery........(Kew).... Murray
No. 536 The Workings of Chance {P1urmer!

No. 537 Plummerts Prisoner .{Plurmer)

MNc, 538 The Secret of the Well (Bcorpion).

Plurmert s White Hope .
No, 542 The Case of the Pewter
No. 543 The Crey Domino
No. 544 The Death Cylinder.
No, 545 The Case from the Clouds,
No. 545 The Man who sold his Estates ...
No. 547 The Pursuit of Plummer. (P
No. 508 The Case of the Radium Patient
Ko, 549 The Gentleman Crook
Yo, 550 4 Bid for a Battle
No. 551 The Case of the Hissing
No, 552 The Pirated o

No. 553 The Madman®s Fortune
No, 550 The Boundary Ralders (Laviless)
No, 555 The Councll of Eleven. ..IB. Beatremon)......
No, 556 The 8ixpenny Doctor :
No, 557 The Great Train Mystery
Noe 558 The Death Club

» {44 Dext
(Wu Ling) ..

(¥vonne, H, Palmer)..
Councll of Eleven)
Nos 560 The Mountalneerts Secret Council of Eleven)
Ho, 561 Lawless)

Lowless)
{Rymer, Yvonne)
fsir R, Losely)

Ho. 563 The Bogus Prince
No, 564 The Crimson Pearl,
Nos 565 The Land of the G
No, 566 Plummer at Sea
No. 567 The Mystery Millionaire
Mo, 568 The Case of the Blind Barcnet (D
Nos 569 The Mystery of Shamrock IV

Now 570 The Case of the German Admiral,....(Lawless). ..
No. 571 4 fight for an Earldon
No, 572 The Commerce Destroyer

No. 573 The Bwesters Punishment, . Yvonne

Nos 57l The Case of the Germen Trader  (Plumer)

Noo 575 Lawless)

No. 576 .{council of Eleven)...........
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DANNYS DIARY

A Splendid New, Long, Com

plete Schoof Tale of Harry

Wharton & Co. and Lor
Mauleverer,

- BY =

FRANK RICHARDS

B

I was in funds early this month, Some of my relations gave me money for Christuas,
ar.d oy grandmother gave me an extra five bob at the end of the holiday, Bo I was able
to buy a few more books than usuals

1 spend threepence on the Boys! Friend Library which contained "Two Lancashire Lads®
by David Coodwin, It was very interesting, about boys who often wore clogss 1 would
1ike 2 pair of clogs, but Mum says you can't buy them In the south of England, and Doug
says he always thought I did wear clogs, because the whole house shakes when I run up=
stairs,

Before I went back to school, Doug treated me tc a visit to the Playhouse where we
gaw "The Headmaster,® It was a farce, and I couldn't help laughing. Cyril Maude was
"Dr, Banctuary,"

I bought a Penny Popular which contained "Jack Blake's Recruit®, This was a St
Jimts story, but the Terrible Three were not in it. It introduced a charaster called
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Marmaduke Sriythe, and It seems It was an old 8t, Jin's story vhich once appeared in
Pluck. The Sexton Blake story In the Pop was "The House of Mystery" and Mr. Lindsay
says this was the New Year story in the Unlon Jack for 1906, and it was then called "A
New Year Mystery."

The Ceneral Bus Company has fitted a kind of cow-catcher to their buses to
pake the streets safer, If anyone falls at the side of a bus the wheels will net pass
over them, Of course, alltthe trams have cow=catchers fitted In the front.

There were a 1ot of bullles In the papers I bought. In the Dreadnought there
was "The Bully of the Barracks" an army story by Andrew Cray, In Cheer Boys Cheer,
vhic,: Doug often buys, there 1s a new serial called The Bullies ef St, Clare" by
Henry T. Johnson.

One day I bought a paper called "The Wonder,” It contained a detectlive story
about Paul Bleuth and his assistant, Dirk, and 1t also had a serial called "Daddy" or
AThe Convict Earl,”

one evening Dad tock Mum and me to the Londen Hippedrore to see "Hullo, Ragt ime®
by Max Pemberton and Albert De Courville, It was a lovely show, and it starred Willie
Bolars

In "The Boy's Friend® there 1s a serial called "Tinkerfs Boyhood" all about
Tinker!s adventures before he becane assistant to Sexton Blake, Itts funny to call it
#Tinker!s Boyhood" for Tinker is still cnly a by, though a blg one.

Prince Albert, the second son of the King, has just passed cut from the Royal
Naval College at Dartmouth, with seventy other naval cadets, [ wouldn't mind belng a
sailors 1 1like the uniform,

Itum takes a paper called "Answers® and in it there is a football compet it ion.
You get a prize of £3 a week for 1ife 1f you can forecast the correct result of 16
1eafue pmatches, Doug says It should be easy, as all teams win at home except those that
donfte

The L,C.C, Want to construct an underground tramway near St, Paul's Cathedral,
but a lot of people think the increased vibration might cause serious damage. At
present there are large cracks in the building so there are worried feelings about the
future of Wren's shrine,

Neither the Gem nor the Magnet has been very good this month, though the
Magnet steries were the better, First cne of the New Year was "The Greyfriars Panto-
mime® in which Lord Manly hired a show to visit the school, and one of the playebs
turned out to be a crodk,

Then came "Fishts Fag Agency" in which Mauly offered to pay anyone 10/= ® week
to fag for him, so Fishy started an agency by vhich fags worked for hin at a half=penny
an hour,

"Rake of the Remove" was a new boy, and the story was about a quarrel between
Wingate and Loder, Lastly "Left In the Lurch® in which Dibbs, the groom, was dismlssed
for stealing from the pantry, and all the domesticated staff went on strike, Of course,
it turned out to be Bunter who was the pilferer, With the second of these stories the
editor has given a calendar for the year 1913 with the Magnet.

At the end of the month Dad took Mun to Covent Garden Opera House when Mr.
Thomas Beecham presented the first production in England of Stranssts "Der Rosenkavaliev,"

The same night Doug took me to the pictures, and I loved 1%, ‘There vias a
Belig f1lm about wild anipals; Broncho Billy Anderson in a western film by Essanay;

a Vitagraph Filn with Mr, and Mrs, Sidney Drewj & Biograph film with s girl called Mary
Pickford, scmething about a hati a Nat Pinkerton detective film from Kalem; the Pathe
Gazette whieh showed the latest Paris fashions ir Pathecolourj and a Keystone comic which
I 1iked best of the lot. .

It has been the worst lot of stories in the Gem since I started taking the
paper, "The New Boy's Secret" was about a bay called Denton, but I didn't like It much,
"Jinter Sports at St, Jimfs® gave me the plpe #Tgm Merry's Promise® was the best of the
‘tunch, in which Tom saved an old couple from losing their home, "The Third Form Mystery"
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was a third-rate affair where Lumley-Lumley gave Wally D'Arcy a monkey which stole things.
Finally, "The Head's Prize" was £5 which the Head offered for the best medel aeroplance 1
think Martin Clifford must have been mfferdng from after-Christmas biliousness when he
wrote this bunch. -

For "The Head!s Prize" the usual artist, Mr, Macdonald, drew the eover and one of
the inside plctures. The other inside picture was drawn by some other artist, but it was
only a football scene which could have {1lustrated any amount of stories, so I recken It
was just a plcture the editor had In reserve,

8o the Gem and the Magnet have made a bad start in 1913, What a pity after such a
long run of wonderful stories In 1912} Doug says 1tm unreasonable. I canft expect any
writer to always be on top forme

Mun read a bit of my diary the other night. She quite 1iked 1t and says I may be=
ocme a famous diabetic like that man Pepper who lived in Charles the Second!s times How
funny it would be If, in about fifty years time, some ladles and gentlemen should read oy
diary, It seems indellble.

UPTODATE

Aequiring an old sewing machine from her mother recently, a Pen=y=Fford woman found
a yellowing plece of paper In the machine!s drawer,

Shaped for a blouse sleeve from an 1898 copy of "The Funny Wonder®, the cutting in—
cluded a strip cartocn featuring "the new motor—earst,a story aboul submarines eee and
rStartling Revelations from Stricken Cuba", a report from the Cuban wars

(We are indebted to Arthur Harris of Llandudno for the above cutting from a local
newspapers)

MEMORIAL EDITION OF THE AUTOBICGRAPHY OF FRANK RICHARDS" = 25/-. Packed with interesting
reading and many fascinating pletures, with a long supplement on Charles Hamiltonta work
by Eric Fayne, Obtalnable from any bookshop or direct from Collectors! Digest Offices
The Editor of C.D. will pail the Autoblography to any address in the mr;d.

WANTED: 8.0.L1s Nos, 60 and 68, Magnets Nos, 829, B62-865, 867, 868, BTk, 869, 879, B8L,
o 897, 900. DR. R. WILSON, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, OLASGOW, N.1.

WANTED: Unlon Jacks - year 1917+ Nos. 691, 693, 695, 792=h, 711, 717, 721 725, 727y 132
T, Tis Tear 1919 — BOC, 820, Year 1920 = 8156, 08 , 861065, 865, 570, 872,
&30, §77, 885, RS, 7. PACKAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON, 8.F.22

WANTED: MAGNETS to purchase or exchange. Advertiser has some Magnets chiefly in the
1500~16C0 range for exchange. Write =
J. YAFFE, 13 CEDRIC ROAD, HIGH CRULPSALL, MANCHESTEK, 84

Wi : Good loose coples or bound volumes containing any of the following = MAGHETS LS,
9 to 149 Inclusive, 195, 205, 257 238, 289s 277s 318, 3195 353, LC, LiTe k22, 321,
3ol 305, 958, 9Us Sz, Oli3y OUfSs Slds 951, 965, 96T, 9B8, 996, Dost lssues betmeen B21
and B9, 900, OEMS = many issues between 40O and 500, Hany 1ssues between 8ec and 879
K150 Noss 935, 953, 95k, 956, 75 960, 965, 939, 990, 992, 933, 998, 1129, 1150, Bk,
POPULARG ~ 183, 190, 310, 385, 296, l5e, 5y by lTh Advertiser Nas comlete sets of
#em, Magnet and Popular but needs many gocd replacement coples before having final
binding work done.
ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, BURBIZON, SURREY.
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NELSON LEE COLUMN

Conducted by JACK WOOD

THE "MONSTER" LIERARY
By R. J. Godsave

During the height of the popularity of the Nelson Lee Library, the
Aralgamated Press issued in the November of 1925 a new publication - the
"Monster" Library. o

Roughly the size of the Magnet, the Monster averaged 130 pages and
cost 1/-d monthly, Bach book was a reprint of a famous series which
had appesred in the Nelson Lee from 1918 onwards, and was equivalent to
approximately eight of the Nelson Lees.

Skilful editing had streamlined the stories, cutting out the
weekly resume which was incorporated in the original Nelson Lee stories.
Tn cne or two cases the story was slightly altered, the Ernest Lawrence
series which consisted of eleven Nelson Lees being reduced to the normal
eight.

A fine three colour cover by J. H. Valda decorated the Monster
with a drawing by that artist at the head of the first page, depicting
a scene from the story. -

It was to many readers a "gift from the gods" in as much as back
numbers were hard to. get, and such clubs as curs did not exist.

That the Monster did not start at the beginming of the St. Frank's
stories was wmfortunate, as the famous "Hunter the Hun" series were not
included, The first story in the Monster Library was entitled "The
Schoolboy Treasure Seekers" this being the series commencing with No.
158 0.3, "Captain Burton's Quest." .

In =11, nineteen Monsters were published, which ineluded such fine
series as Colonel Clinton, the Martin barring-out and the Eldorado
stories.

The last story was entitled "Rebels of the Remove" which was
originally the Commmist school series in the Nelson Lee which ended
with No. 348 0.s. The Downfall of the Snake. .

Instead of the familiar drawing advertising the following month's
story, the reader —in No. 19 of the Monster Library - was invited to
purchase "Buying the Remove" by Edwy Searles Brooks which would appear in
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No. 54 of the Schoolboys Own Libraxy.

Whether the publication of the Monster proved uneconomnical or the
cireulation figures did not come up tc expectation, remains a mystery.
Although the life of the Monster Library was a brief nineteen months, it
holds a unique position in the history of boys' books.

EIE R B

LETTER FR +
anes
8t. Frankts Collegay
Bellton, Bussexs

The sun was well down cver the West House when Nipper and Co came into Study Cs
and after what seemed a very short time Tomny Watson was pouring cut tea,

T must have arrived when the juniors were in funds for the table was laden suffi=-
elently to Invite Fatty Littlel

The news from 8t, Frank's is that nothing has changed and plenty has happeneda
Nipper gave me encugh material to 11l a tome, and my greatest diffieulty will be in
selecting the best of these events that will interest the majority.

Perhaps 1t I mention what Nipper recorded in his diary under the heading nBuster!s
Bouguet® , I won't go far astray. It all began, Nipper told me, when Timothy Armstrong
of the East House, was heard to remark that the most beautiful of roses has its erigin
beneath mud, slime and filth, And Handforth, just to be argumentative, disagreed and
locked to Church and MeClure to back him up. But his study mates could ring no valld
reason for disagreeing with Armstrong!s statement and for once deserted thelr leaders In
the melee that followed Buster Boots of the Modern House, accidentally recelved a punch
that was meant for MeClure, This was hard on John Busterfield Boots who, as captaln,
had come over to discuss footballl But this was a hazard visitors to the Remove Common=
Room had to accept. After the rumpus had died down Buster, In a fit of revenge, dared
H?nt:y to send Irene Manners, his special girl chum in the Mool View School, a bouquet
of flowers,

But Handforth declared in his matter of fact way that flowers were alright to lock
at but only silly asses gave them to girls, And Handy sniffed his disdain at the
challenge as Buster Boots knew he would whereupon the great J.B.B, promised to send then
himself and departed tc his own House. Poor old Handy was trapped beautifully, For while
he would rather forgo a termts pocket money than send the falr Irene a bunch of flowers,
the alarming thought of Buster Boots doing so made Handy bristle with jealousy.

Now Nipper wouldn®t have entered the episode In his diary had not Bernard Forrest
and Gore=Pearce exchanged views on the subject. For out of thelr conversation a plot
was hatched that threatened to allenate Handforthis af fection for his girl friend. It
was a typical Study A scheme to bring hurt or disgrace on a popular Removite and it very
nearly succeeded,

aee e

What had once been a beautiful bouguet of mixed flowers but were now dead and
covered in dust and ashes lay wrapped in a sheet of newspaper on the table in Study ie
Flowers were almost dally discarded by Mrs. Btokes, wife of Br, Beverley Stokes, and
Gore~Pearce had employed young Fullerton, of the Third, to bring hin a dead bunch of
flowers as soon as they became avallable, Fullerton did not have long to wait, for his
first pry into the rubbish bins behind the kitchens of the Anclient House brought him
success and the five snillings Gore~Pearce had promised him. He alsc promised him some=
thing else if he didn't keep his mouth shuti!

The next day a parcel, covered with tissue paper, which anyone would be forgiven
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for assuming was a floral tribute, arrived at the Moor View School addressed to Irene
Manners, The maid looked her surprised when ALlf Burmers, the strect urchin of Bannington
and a handy tool of the cads of 8t, Frank's, presented the parcel to her, Had Irene
seen the delivery she would have becone suspicicus for none of her friends at S8t. Framng's
would employ Alf Surmers for such a purpose, But unfortunately she did not see the bay,

She recelived the parcel In the common=room and eagerly tore the tissue paper
away while her close friends, Dorls Berkeley and Marjorie Terple locked on expectantly,

It was Doris who looked at the card attached to the rotted stems of the withered
flowers and stuttered Into the awful silence "With love from Ted,” With dozens of eyes
on them Irene & COe, rushed away and the deerepit bouguet lay where Irene had dropped It
in her amazement,

That same afternocn, which was a half holldsy, saw arrangements made for one of
the flercest fights in the school's history. Handforth had been informed by Joan Tarrant,
whe had ridden over on her bicyclesof the deadful insult, And when Handy had sped to
gee Irene he had witnessed such a lock on the girl's face that sent him flying back to
Bt, Frankis and crashing into Busterts study, J.B,B, strongdy denied sending any flowers,
dead or otherwise, and told him he had only threatened to do so as a Joke to get Handyls
back up, But Handy's slap on Bustert!s cheek fixed the appolntment there and then,
battle was to take place behind the Gyn later that afterncon,

Nipper, using a little comicn sense, knew that neither Bools nor Handforth would
do such a caddish trick on the girls and he mede a few enguiries. From the maid at the
Moor View Bohool he got a description of the boy who delivered the parcel and at once he
knew it was ALf Bummers, He sought that young gentlemsn at his home atv the rear of
Bannington and applied the logic that {f money will shut a man!s mouth more money will
cpen 1te

And from Alf Surmers the trail led to Fullerton., Nipper just put Willy Handferth
to deal with him, The truth came cut,

A fight took place behind the Gym that afternocn = In fact two fights tock place,
but it was between Handfarth and Gore-Pearce to be followed by Buster and Forrest.

Nipper 1s definitely of the opinion that it will be a very long time before Forrest and
G~P play their crude jokes again on Handy or Buster Boots,

FRANK NUCENT WAS LATE

When the curtain rose at the Queents Theatre on December Z7th, the Famous Five
were a man short, Temporarily they became the Famous Four, It was a day of snow and
ice, and Frank Nugent was fuxing and fretting as he walted on Rednhill statlon for a
train which never came, i

Fortunately, 1like the good pals they are the other membors of the Co. covered
up for him, but it was hilarious to hear Johnny Bull, referring to their preparations
for the amateur dromatic soclety!s presentatfon of Jullus Caesar, say "Ifm Portla, sir,"
Stocky Johnny would have made a sturdy Portia, No wonder Mr, Quelch locked surprised,

It was not until after the interval that Frank Mugent, flushed from hurrying or
blushing with embarrassnent, put in an appearance,

S mm e mm e, e, .-

OFFERS of S5.0.L's and Pre-war FILM FUNS, please.

J. MARSTON, 168 NEWTON ROAD, BURTON-on-TRENT
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Old Boys Book Club.

HIDLAND

eeting held November 27th

There were apologles from our twe Burton members, also from cne of the newer
menbers, derald Price, but It was nice to see Len Lidsey msking his second appearance @
and enjoying 1t, It was a very good programme which Tom Porter had arranged though
accerding to the various remarks, oy quliz did not eppear to be too popular (though it was
strange that Norman got 21 of the 2 items correct and more than one of the others topped
the dozen mark,) It still remains a mystery what cur members read other than the Magnet
and Ger? Mixing up a few old boys favourites with classics and well=known steries (a
few currently seen on T,V, even) the Identities of the authors were comperatively a
uysteryll Anyway, just to show that they bore no hard feelings, they allowed me to win
the "Guess the Bumber® competition, There was a short talk by Jack Corbett, He maintained
that there were other Incentives besides nostalgla to explain the fondness for Frank
Richards! achool yarns, In our young days though bound books (he mentioned as example
Rider Haggard's yarns) were easily accessible from the public libraries, there were more
leanings towards the weekly and monthly papers, What had they to offer that the library
books had not? A lively debate ensued in which most members jolned, Before we got on to
Norman's discussion we had a "code' game devised by Tom Porter which was solved first by
Ray Bennett,

Norman's talk was on *free gifts", the sort which were part and parcel of the
advertising programme in the early and mid early Magnet and Gem days, He was able to
produce a few which he had carefully hoarded and these naturally brought back haipy
menories to most of us,.

There was a generous display of Magnets on the library table and we have Lo thank
the Librarian for the gift of Modern Boys which were glven as prizes throughout the night,
Apart from what 1, Ray and Norman had, Cecrge Chatham the winner of the library raffle
had five of these in addition %o a Bunter Book, G&econd prize which Ted won was a Bunter
Book, To show his appreciation, George read & few humcrous passages from Magnet Noe 1661,
Collectors ltems brought along by Tom Porter were a batch of Boys Realms 16 to 31 = early
1918, contalning among other things =~ a Blue Crusader. serial by Arthur §, Hardy. Quite
a full programe considering we spent more time than usual on deciding the way our Xmas
meating (Tuesday, December 18th) was to consist = a dinner or a "study" feed, Last was
favourite,

HARRY BROSTER ~ Secretarye

MERGEYS IDE
HMeeting held December Jthy

This our eleventh Xmas meeting was a great success, proving tc be equal to those
held in previcus years, and a really enjoyable time was had by all present, There was
an almost full attendance, the only absent member being John Farrell, owing to indig~
poaition, and we very much regretted his inabllity to take part in the festivities of the
evening,

o, B8, 910, 59,80, SEELY, YTt WD NoTments, SRSRANE, BERSEAR, DSPAEES, O BEOEAGN,....
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patters] tismsfollowed by the secretary!s report ond then came the sale of surplus
1ibrary items; needless Lo say, these went llke hot 8akes. The ensuing library
pusiness was also brisk, with borrowers stocking up for Xnas holidays. Formal business
#as Kept to o minimum, and the next Item was the presentation of a glft To our hostess,
Mrs. Windsar, as a small nark of our gppreciation of her kindness and hospitality over
the pest yeals

’ After refreshments, our founder member, Jim Walsh, followed his annual custom
ot providing wine and cigars, and toasts were drunk to "Absent Friends,” cte, We then
erbarked on a varied selection of quizzes, etCe, which made for tip=top entertainment,
The first, o competition devised by Frank Unwin, was won by Pat Laffey. A seasonable
extract from a Bunter book was splendidly read by George Riley, earning well=deserved
gpplause, A tean quiz by Frank Unwin vas closely contested, the winners getting home by
just one half of a point, Cane yet another set >f brain=teasers set by Bill Windsor,
and onee again the winner was Pat Laffey, who was in sperkling forme

The evening drew to a close In a discussion on a controversial remark made by

a reader in the C,D, and various opinfons were velced by the oarpany, without unanimity
being achieved, Before the meeting ended, we were pleasantly surprised to receive a
tphone ¢all from our former ceolleague, Don Webstery who wished cur meeting welly we
Jnow he would 1ike to have been with us in person on this special night, as In years

gone bye
The next get~together, for which ancther gocd programe has been arranged, will
be held cn January 6th at € p.m, at the usual rendezvous.

FRANK CASE.
LQRTHERN

Twenty=one members were present for the Annual Christmas Party on December
8th, The prospects had been far from auspicious, for dense fog had shrouded the north
all week, but this had mercifully cleared by the Saturday, and something 1like our usual
happy band was able to be present for the beanfeast, Unhappily, the fog had mcre
permanently affected those who, llke secretary Frank Hancock, are asthmatic sufferers,
and we learned with regret that Frank had been cbliged to stay at home,

The proceedings followed their traditicnal pattern when after an early start
we sat down to the splendid study spread provided by the ladies, Thelr standard never
varies, bless tem the fare was as tempting and as plentiful as ever. The Domestic
Selence mistress at CLITf House certainly knows her stuff, and her pupils do her proud}

After the feast came not the reckoning but a chance to relex and chat and
peruse the library!s Qwistmas offerings, and many famoug serles were borrowed to gladden
the Chrigtmas fireside.

The main event of the evening was a Bunter Drive, and the dlce were soon
whirling merrily, With a few currency notes In steke money on the tables the scene would
have gladdened BI1L Lodgey's heart. ster qur exertions we sat back and listened to a

reading from an early Christmas Number of the Magnet,

Then we were put to work indeed, Jask Allison decided to Investigate why 50
years of Quelchy?s tuition had not succeeded in getting anyone promoted from the Remove,
and subjected us all to an examination to test our knowledge, If teasers of this sort
are dished our at Creyfriars no wonder the pupils never graduate} We all passed some
baffled moments o contending with a game of ingermity and entertalnment value, but
eventually correct papers handed In, appropriately enough, by Harry Wharton and Mark
Linley (in the person of the Chairman) and by Peter Todd {m the person of Jask Wood,)

Bupper and a toast to our President concluded the prooeedings apart from the
prize-gi¥ing = and happily there was something for everyone, Another happy and convivial
partye

Next meeting = Baturday, 12th January. JOHNNY BULL.
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LoNpoN

It was Hemiltonla and Film Fun at the happy Christmas meeting at the Cricklewood
home of Bill and Marjorie Norris, It Was marred only by the nens that Len Packman was
unable to attend owing to illness, Those present wished him a speedy I'eCOVErYe

fRoger Jenkins, the Hamiltonian Librarian, reported that he had received a £lood of
letters of congratulation as a result of the new printed and illustrated catalogue which
had been provided by John Wernham, our President, Library business had improved still
further, and there Were now 800 bocks out on loan, Library takings for 1962 amounted to
over £33, Recent benefactors to the 1library were Kenneth Kirby, Maurice Kutner, Tom
Porter, and D,C, SBamel, and the club placed on record its appreciation of their
generosity,

Two Chaplin films and a Laurel and Hardy were ably projected by Marjorie Norris,
with msic dispensed by Bill Norris, Real film fun it was, Judging by the mirth of
the entire company,

Frank Vernon-Lay!'s "Desert Island Companions® he called "Under the Banana Treef,
This was greatly enjoyed, and was one of the best renderings of this popular features

Marjorie Nerris conducted a quiz, and, strange tc relate, there were no losers,
All twenty competiters gained a prize Kindly provided by the hosts. The real winner
was Roger Jenkins, who had previously given an excellent Magnet reading,

The Annual General Meeting s flxed for February {7th at Putney, MNext monthly
meeting 1is ab Ben Litvak!s home at 58 Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex, Kindly advise
hest 1f Intending to be present,

Chairmen Don Webster stated how he had enjoyed his year of office, and went on to
appeal to all who could do so to support the Bunter show at the Queen!s Theatre, Londons

With grateful thanks to the hosts, the meeting terminated at 7,15,

UNCLE BENJAMIN

YOURS SIKCERELY

(Interesting Items from the Eqitos!s Lctter-Bag)

BERNARD PRI? (8anderstead): The October cover absolutely rang the bell, It was
dramatically right In every way, It Was bot sentimentally "lald on with a trowel®, and
Was therefore Infinitely acceptable to a discerning person, How interesting about those
imitation Cems. by Jardine, But what T Want to know 1s who wrote many of the stories of
the 1928 = 30 period not quoted in Mr, Lofts! fnteresting article,

Who could not enjoy and love Dannyts Diary? A delightful boy$ You can hear him
spealty |

Hy CHAPMAN (Barton=on-Humber): Having grumbled In the past about the meagre ration of
8%, Frenkfs In C.D. 1 feel bound to write and thank you for the November editfon, The
plcture on the cover is Handy to a "I, Pleased also to see the reappearance of Jim
Cookts Sty Frank!s letters, I have read stories by E.8.B, and C.H, since a boy and
enjoyed them all, but always preferred the former (the old series, at least)y I have
SR, FERSDERY. A, TR, ASAUAIEANSS. 8. Bhe. R 10, K19, 00, agree. that,, they, aFe, YEry, £95ds,,
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W, H, G (Canada): No doubt there will be cthers coming along in defence of Danny
and Nis Diary. I just wish to add my volce to theirs, [ hope it runs for a long time.
Aetually I do not think it can be corpared with any other feature in the magazine - as
to whether It is better than, or not so good ase It 1s DANNY!S DIARY and I like it}
Thanks far the photographs of Rose Lawni they bring home to us once agalin cur loss,

mﬁ% (Muswell HI11): The reader vho disllkes Danny made us mad, How could he
accuse of being a smig specimen? He 1s an alert, 1lively, artful, healthy-minded
lad with an intelligent and keen Interest In people and places in fiction, He is able
to pass on priceless information to collectors, Above all, he describes so warmly the
era to which he belonged, We shoul from the housetops "lcng live Danny and his Diary,.”
1t's a menthly treat which enriches all cur lives and we do not want to give It up or do
without It at any time,

ARRY MCRIEY (Honwell): C.D, gets better with every issue, Danny's Diary is fine, and w
at a great idea 1s the Creyfriars Art Gallery. 1 em sericusly thinking of mutilating
each copy and framing the plotures. It would make a grand collection,

NY {Manchester): Please pass on my congratulations to young Neil Beck, Hls
plece on Willy Handforth was much enjoyed, It Is refreshing to see that the old N.L.L.
con meke a strong appeal to a present day youngster = and how erudite Neil 1s in the
Bu, Frank!s fleld. The Brooks maglc remains as effective as evers

a%g'sj KH[E& (Cheltenhan): How grand to be welcomed on the frontisplece by "Good 01d
and the old pile of St, Frank's in the background, and then to find L complete
pages taken up with the Lee Column, A great article by Neil Beck on Willy Handforth,
He has put intc words vhat I have often though I should 1like to say, Willy is one of my
favourite characters — not the least of his endearing tralts being his love for animals,
#Danny's Diary® is still the "tops." I 1like, too, the reproductions of the covers of
some of those grand old papers.

o] (Birmingham): The Annual, like the Digest, is a "must® to we enthusiasts
of the old papers, and, whilst I do not always sgree with the contributors to it or the
methods by which they have reached their conclusions, I still read it fromeover to cover
and I wouldn't be without it,

1 i11 (Leeds)t I send my sppreciation of the Digest, The [llustrations are very
eed, and, tc a small collector like myself, they are a useful addition, I
perticularly like the new Greyfriars Gallery,

D _TH N (Edinburgh): Roger Jenkinst! "Retwrn to Rose Lawn® was first-class, His
escripticn of dear cld Frank Richards! heme made wonderful reading, Roger s a grand
writer, his articles always Interesting, 1 felt I was really being shown round the
Orand 01d Man's home, -

i (01dham): Collectorst Digest is surely the Lcﬁ_?______ﬁ_tgg
. Christmas without the Annual would be neither
(Dundee}t My thanks for the enjoyment Itve had from reading C,D. during

the past year, Itfa always a Red Letter Day when it arrives, I couldn!t doc without It
nowe

IN OOl (Huddersfield): Danny's Diary, which has received scme adverse oritioian
is Informative and amusing, In fact, C,D. 1s excellent, I would 1lke to see scme briel
outlines of some of the cld stories by Henry St, John, Duncan Storm, Victor Nelson, ete,
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also an article on Jack, Sam & Pete, [ am sure this would be greatly appreciated by those
with small cbllections and with 1ittle hope of making their collections largery

W (Manchester): [ am a great admirer of that wonderful artist C.H, Chapman
st confess that 1t was his drawings that first excited my Interest in Bunter and
Couy 2nd later made me a regular reader of Frank Richard's storles, I imagined the
Greyfriars characters to be exactly as Mr, Chapmen portrayed them in his drawingse

%}ﬂ (Rughy): I think C.D, Is better than ever, and the October issue, with its
@ by Roger Jenkins, together with the excellent photographs, Was the best of
a fine year, The Oreyfriars Art Gallery 1s what might be expected from brilliant Mr,
C.H, Chapman, This series 1s as good as any published in the Magnet or elsewhere, With
pannyts Diary and the Gallery as regular features, together with all those other
attractisns one has come to expest in C.D,, 1962 must certainly be the megazinds best
Years

(Acton)s Delighted with yet anovher story sbout Blade, Poor old Buddle}
8 O nly no match for Meredith, Looking forward to more of these two great
favourites in the new year,

BOGER JENKING (Havant): 1 am lmmensely pleased with the latest stary of Mr, Buddle,

P L

WHAT YOU SATD ABOUT THAT ANNUAL

JOHN UPTON (Southend): It surpassed all expectations. What a tremendous
undertaking, and how magnificently produced!

JAMES COOK (Wembley): I think you have reached the acme of perfection
with this issue, for it has everything! I congratulate you and thank
you for a beautiful book of our hobby.

FRANK SEAW (Liverpool): What a treat is the Anmual for 1962! I think
there have beon better years but it is a wonderful job just the same, I
could have done with more about Hamilton. Some of the other stuff is
fine but not quite right for this Annual, to my mind. Danny is splendid.

ROSEVARY LYNE & HITARY BOWMAN (London): It was glorious, and uy friends
and I just love reading it. We were disappointed at the non-appearance o
our friend Meredith, We adore him, and would like to see him return

in next year's Annual. He is the type of boy we would like to have at
our Christmas Party.

RICHMAL CROMPTON (Chislehurst)s Heartiest congratulations on the
Annual, It is a magnificent production.

GERALD ALLISON (Ilkley): Congratulations and thanks for another superb
production, With what a wonderful féeling cme holds the Annual and
surveys the cover, A mingling of joy and sadness; delight and pain;
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hﬂai-t—wa.ming nostalgia, and blissful expectancy. It is one of the
truly happy moments of the year.

RON CROLLIE. (Hornchurch): I intended to save the Annual for Christmas,
but I couldn't resist reading "Danny" and "The Bunters at Home", I can
only say that if the rest of the contents is even half as good as these
two, I can lock forward to a very enjoyable holiday indeed.

VALTER FLEWTNG (Chingford): The Annual gets better every year, and I
think you and your team deserve a medal, The contents seem more varied
than ever, so should suit everybody's taste.

704 PORTER (01d Hill): Congratulations on the Annual. It is excellent
in every way.

B. THOMSON (Bdinburgh): With its abundance of good things snd its most
attractive cover, I thought it the best yet. "Late Summer Folly" with
Cardew's desperate swin for life was really gripping. The clever
blending of stories in "One Enchented Evening", first class. The humour
of "The Bunter's at Home", great. "Christmas with Frank Richards",
"Danny's Christmas" and all the other articles make this a memorable
edition,

BASTL ADAM (Newcastle): The finest Annual. The very first time that
every article in the volume has been of interest to me. The illustra-
‘tions are splendid, too.

GEOFFREY WILDE (Leeds): A very fine Annual for 1962.

(Sheffield)s The Annual cover is a real smasher, and
‘time stood still as I browsed through and was fascinated by the con-
tents of this most chaming and wonderful volume,

*
I—l*iﬂ*ﬂ'ﬁh*

A RENINDER! - You have only a few days left to see
BILLY BUNTERS CHRISTMAS CIRCUS

at
QUEENS THEATRE, Shaftesbury Avenue, LONDON.
Must end on January 12th. The furmiest and most exciting of all the
Bunter plays. Join the Famous Five in the Gymnasium at Greyfriars; on
Friardale station; in the park at Wharton Lodge; and in the circus
which Colonel Wharton has engaged.
U F%ﬁ%mmmﬁtﬂn}lmﬁ

shed by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Crove Road, Burbitons
Dunlicusd by York Dupllcating Bervices, 12a The Shambles, York.




