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THE EDITOR CHATS WITH HIS READERS

THE TOLL OF THE ARCTIC Y

We apologise to our readers: for the
fact that our Januvary issue was a good many
days late in publication. A4s most will have
guessed, it was due to circumstances beyond
our control - the leng abnormal spell of
Arctic weather following the Christmas hcli-
day. Unavoidable delays occurred at varicus
stages, and we can only hope that you found the January Digest worth
waiting for.

AND NOb_} WELSON LEE CATALOGUE .

The fourth of the catalogues issued by the Londen Club - the
Nelson Lee Library Catalogue — is now available to cll our readers.
Compiled and produced by Robert Blythe, with the adyice of several
hebsy experts, this is a splendid book and a great credit to all con-
cerned. Comprising nearly 60 pages of reading matter, it is much mere
than a catalogue. As indicated on the cover, which is extremely atirac-
+ive with its large badge cof St. Franks, the bock is a complete guide
and bicgraphy of the writings of Edwy Searles Brooks. As well as a
complete list cf titles in the Nelson Lee Library, we are presented
with details of Mr. Brooks' writings in the Gem, Schoolboys' Own Lib-
rary, the Monster Library, the Popular, Holiday Annual, Boy's Realm,
Nvgget Library, Boy's Friend Library, Fluck, Union Jack, Sexton Blake
Library and others. In addition there are comprehensive surveys of
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Mr. Brooks' work in stiff cover books in the post war years, and part-
iculars cf the films made from his stories, Finally there are many
pages of description of St, Frank's, and details of the characters in
chronological order. On the cover, the St. Brank's badge annocunces
CONSILIO ET ANIMIS which all St. Frank's old boys will know means "By
Wisdom and Courage," We take the liberty of adding BY DEDICATION AND
SHEER FARD WORK. In fact, Mr, Blythe has put nearly a year of work in-
to the book.

We have browsed for hours over this fine publication and have
learned plenty of things - not only about the Lee - which we did not
know before, It is an essential addition to the treasures of every
reader of Collectors' Digest, and we heartily recommend it.

The modest price cf the bock is 3/6 plus 1/~ for postage and
packet, While stocks last it can be obtained from Robert Blythe, 40
Ellesmere Read, Dollis Hill, London, N.W.10.

THE EDITOR.

LR I N T

WANTED: A1l Collectors' Digest Annuals up t111 and including 1960.
S. k. PACHOM, 520 E. 5th Bt,, Bethlehem, PA., U.B.A.

WANTED; Most numbers UNICN JACK, SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY 1st and 2nd series. HNos, 1,2,
'y 125 13, 18, 2k, 26, 73, 83, 85, k22, 3rd series, DETECTIVE WEEKLY frem No, 25.
CHAMPICN featuring Colwyn Dane stories. TEXAS RANGERS featuring Jin Hatfleld steries.
MR. D. NEWAN, 13 LONGCRCFT LANE, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTS.

WANTED: Oreyfriars Heralds (1915) 1 = 18 (£10); Magnets 1461 to 1468 (8)§ Populars
T8 = 174 (10/- each). 38 ST. THOMAS ROAD, PRESTON.

FOR §%: 2nd hand coples of various Bunter books 3/6 and L/6; Tem Merry and Rookwood
bocks I~} Flrst Blggles Omnibus (pubs 1953) 5/-; William and Brains Trust 3165
Talford's Last Term, 8t, Winifredts ¥ =, (postage extra), S.A.E. first pleases

ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, CROVE ROAD, SURBITCN, SURRET.

WANTED: Nelsen Lees, Unlon Jacks, Thrillers, Detective Weeklies, Boys Friends, E.S.
Erooka' 5,0.L's; Novels by R, Bervice, Connle Morgan, J. B. Hendryx, E.R. Burroughs,
Chums Annuals. All correspondence answered,

A, G, DAVIDSON, 193 RAE STREET, NCRTH FITZROY, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA,

FOR ANGE: Magnets, Gems, Nelson Lees, B.F.L.s 8.0.La, 8+B.Ls, Unlon Jacks,
®to. 5end your wants 1ists, THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL: "Becy Without a Name® and "School
and Sport," VERNON LAY, 52 OAKLEIGH GARDENS, WHETSTONE, LONDOH, N.20,

WANTED: 8.0.L. 42} Nelson Lee No, 130 (old series). Your price pald or 8.0.L!s, Nelson
Easu, Gems and Magnets for exchange only, Would ltke tc oprrespond with a reader who

1s Interested in Xmas numbers of 5,0,Ls, N.L. Gem and Hagnet,

BRIAN HOLT, BRITISE EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, lCFP\ND.

WANTED: B.0.L's Nos, 60 and 68, Magnets Nos, 829, 862-865, 867, 868, §7Ls 869, 879,
8L, 886, 897, 900, DR, R, WILSON, 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, N.1e
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DEAR OLD PALS (Third Spasm)
By Tom Hopperton

The impersonatcr is probably as old as the missing heir and might
even have originated when he took his place, but there is no peint in
starting with Jacob and Esau and tracing his history. This is one
fanily where lineage and legitimacy do not go hand in hand. What counts
is the credibility of the stery.

One type of music hall turn that seemed tc vanish entirely after
Edgar Benyon went back to Australia was the chap whe had a tray of hats,
wigs, heards and greasepaint and used to do lightning changes. Every
time I read a Kestrel tale I find myself remembering them and comparing
their meagre results with those of the Master Mummer. But perhaps he
wasn't so rushed for time. Anyway, let us give Lewis Jackscn full marks
for the way he built old Leon into a first-rate character. Kestrel, of
course, was an experienced actor turned eriminal; he had an amorphous
sort of face, and his lack of teeth helped him.tc ring the changes with
o wide assortment of dentures. I can swallow him with ease; it is
when I have to strain my gullet for some of his -schoolboy eounterparts
that I find it rough on the epiglottis,

Tt would be difficult to compute the number of steries turning on
disguise and imperscnation that Frank Richards has written. Like
Bunter's sins, their name is legion. Yet no matter hew frequently they
oceur, he enters into them with such whole-hearted gusto that he quite
carries himself away. What I am not so sure of is how far he carries
the reader in the process,

As soon as the ventriloquist is spotted you know what you are in
for and can forecast the level and form.of the stery. There is a much
wider range in the impersenation stcries, which call for more individual
assessment than sweeping generalisations.

"The Gem" seemed to be favoured as the trial. ground. When Kerr
appears as a young girl in pursuit of Gussy, no-cne is going to carp,
The Charley's-Aunt rig-out makes it conceivable that he could secrape
through as a suffragette or some other "old sketch" as Bunter with old-
world courtesy used to describe Aunt Judy and her like, They are
acceptable and enjoyable as light-hearted schoolboy fooleries. Monty
Lowther was the first of the many who had to leave school for some
reason or other and returned in disguise. All right! They could get
past the Headnaster and fool their besom pals, while Frank Richards is
still willing tc use a variation of this in "Bunter Keeps it Dark" in .
1960, so we won't crib,

Unfortunately, he was not content to leave it at that, and from
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these little acorns geew some thumping big oaks indeed, which while
still in the sapling stage were bent to dramatic ends, In one Rookwood
story we find Peele, feuding against a gardener's boy, turning up at a
match disguised as a pclicemsn and arresting the kid amid general con-
sternation. Owen Conguest remarked: "The peliceman seemed a little
on the short side," which could easily have been the understatement of
the year. Still, virtue triumphed in the end. Tommy Dodd had wind of
the plot and he turned up in turn, disguised as a detective inspector,
and arrested Peele amid general rejoicing. This seems to Tequire no
comment and was only the forerunner of many mere situations where, to
paraphrase Churchill, the author was intoxicated by the exhuberance of
his own imaginatioa.

In this connection, I believe the prize for originality must gc to
a sub who had Vernon-Smith cavorting about and even playing football in
a rubber mask, thereby revealing for the first time that the Bounder's
face was generally accepted as being a most peculiar texture - or al-
ternatively, that pronounced myopia was rife at Greyfriars.

A1l these isolated ploys are, of course, insignificant compared
with the exploits of William Wibley., True, we bad Putty Grace imper-
sonating Mr, Bootles, but Putty was just an incorrigible practical
joker who threw in impersonations as a sideline. Wibley was a late
arrival in "The Magnet" (Wo, 323) and was committed in cold blood, with
ne lack of effort and detail, in an attempt to create a Master Mummer
in the Remove,

The foundation was laid with cave. Wib's father was an actor and
the son's sole ambiticn (except when the plot demanded that he try to
get into the Remove XI)was in tum to don the buskin, as it used to be
celled. Every passing reference to Wibley found him messing about with
wigs and greasepaint, The Wharton Amateur Operatic and Drametic Society
passed into his handg and he functicned as manager, producer, director,
make-up man, stage manager, leading actor and occasional author, besides
whipping in the reluctant members of the cast who served as the setting
for his resplendence, This was the springboard from which he was cata-
pulted into some amazing situations, with his impersonations of Mossco
as the star attraction.

The panner in which Frank Richards managed to get away with this
is not the least striking illustration of his prowess in his craft and
it was 41 so convincing that the reader whc never reflected on what he
had read would put the tale down with complete satisfacticn. One visit
to a school play would dissipate that! Imperscnatcrs, like poets gnd
fools, may be born, not made, but they take longer to develop than the
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cther pair, and I am not going te labour the point that no fifteen—year
0ld bey has the physical and parcticularly the vocal attributes to carry
off the imperscnation of an adult., It was mest clever, it was fascina-
ting to watch it being done, but it was still a fraud occupying space
that could have been better filled,

Sc there we have them, the ventrilcquist, the missing heir and the
impersonator, dear cld pals whwse absence would not make my heart grow
fonder. With that imported pest, the cowboy, they formed the Four Horse-
men of the boys' weeklies, responsible for more bad writing and trashy
stories than every other character combined, A harassed Shakespeare
said: "Tired of all these, for restful death I cry." Not being in so
parlous a plight as be, let me amend it to: "Tired of all these, for
Pete's sake let them diel" But they won't die! Boys and authors being
what they are, the Four Horsemen will still be gaily galloping in an-
other hundred years.

* % ® *;ﬁ * % *

IYE OLDE CYNIQUE INN
Overheard in the Lounge =

"Is it true that many famous people come here incognito?"
"Well, just a wee bit, perhaps."

Miss Clossington, the recepticnist says: Some ef today's books
should be pitied rather than censored.

The following letter has been addressed, erroneously, to the
Editcer of Collectors' Digest:
hioax House,
Pishy View,
Livexrpeol.
Dear Editor,

With regard to the gentleman resident of Ye Olde Cynique Inn, who
desires to contact, with a view to matrimony, a lady possessing a large
number of "Mngnets."

As T have a big ccllection, my brother Fisher suggests I should
obtain further details, conditional, that is, on the gentleman possessing
an equally large ccllection of Gems.

Yours faithfully, FREDA T, FISH,
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DANNY'S  DIARY

After his rather long bilious turn due to Christmas (at least, I suspect that was
the cause of scme feeble stories) Martin Clifford Is back on form in the Gem, and I
have 1iked three out of the four this month, "Flggln & Co's Feud® was good, and carried
on the Kil¢are-Monteith quarrel, Monteith thrashed Figeins, so Figgins attacked Mon—
teith one night in the woodshed, Menteith thought his attacker was Kildare, who had to
resign his eaptaincy t111 Flggins omned up,
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This was followed by "The Masked Entertainers" which was a scream. Cutts engaged a
conjurcr, Who was appearing at Wayland Empire, to glve a show at Bt, Jim's, But the
Terrible Three went in the ruins to plan to keep the conjuror out of the way and to turn
up disguised to spoil cutts! show, But Fatty Wynn was eating a ple in the rulns and
overheard the plot, 8o it was Figgins & Co vho turned up as the Masked Entertalners and
made Cutts and Tom Merry & Co lock asses.

"At Grips with the Crammarians® was a school rivalry story, and good fun, But the
1ast stoiy of the month, "Fatty Wynn, Professional® was very long, taking up no less than
27 pages, and there was more quantity than quallty about ite

In the second week of the month, Doug took me to the Sclence Museum at South
Kensington vhere they have just got the first collecticn relating entirely to aviaticn.
There are any apount of models of aeroplanes and airships, I particularly llked Cody's
man=117ting kite, and some of the earliest inventicns of Wilbur Wright and other ploneers.

One evening Dad brought me home two comics, and I liked the pletures which were
very good and funny, But the stories were amazing, end for adults, A comic called "Herry
and Bright" bad a very heavy serial called "Life® and Mum read the Instalment and vas
irntoresteds The other comlc "The Jester” had a serial called "The Iron Oonquerer® about
Napolecn and his sweet, sad Josephine, I don't think any boy could ever enjoy that storys

A new serial has just started In the "Penny Popular® called "The Making of Harry
Wharton' and it seems it is the first story of Oreyfriars which ever appeared In the

Hagnats

On February 1lth the King went to St, Paul's Cathedral for a memerial service to
captaln Scott who died un the way back from the South Pole,

Doug had an interesting Boy!s Friend 3d Library this month, It was "Beyond the
Fternal Ice" by 8idnéy Drew, which once was in the Magnet as a serial, I don't 1like Mr,
Drew!s stories, but Doug kind of gurgles over them,

Dad took Mum to the St, Jame's Theatre to see a revival of "The Impertance of Belng
Earnest® by Oscar Wilde, The stars were Gerald Ames and A, E. Matthews, but Mum sald It
was rather old-fashioneds a

Mr. G, A, Hutchinson, editor of the Boy's Own Paper ever since it started, has died,
1 suppose he must have been an cld gentleman, for the B,0.P, 1s an old paper. Doug says
the B,7,P. will pack up now, for it couldn't con* inue without Mr, Hutchinson. But Dad
Lon't you belleve it boy, Nobody 1s Indispensary,"

The Magnet has beer really good this month, and just a wee bit better than the Gem
sgain, 1 think, "Harry Wharton & Co's Rescue® was a scouting story in which Hazeldene
wes 1od astray for a time by Smithy.

t3corned by Oreyfriars® was good, Mr, Quelch announced that a wcrkhouse boy named
Tom [3mn was coming to Creyfriars. However, Tom Lynn and Lord Lovell changed places, and
of course, Lord Lovell did not mind a bit vihen all the cads were snoobish,

Then came "A Split -in the Bixth" which reminded me very nuch of "Figgin & Co's Feud"
for Wingate and Courtney had a row with Loder, and in the end Wingate had to resign the
ceptalney. The last story of the month was "Captain Coker® in which Coker filled Wingatels
ehoce for a little vhile, It was very funny, aud In the end Wingate was cleared of the
charge against him, and he became Captaln once more, 2

In the last Hagnet the edltor gave away a "moving picture wheel", and when you spun
it you saw men boxing,

Southwark Bridge, which has been iIn use for nearly ;00 y.ars, has been closed for
alteratitns, and it will be three years before 1t 15 opened again, It wen't bother me.

1 never go to that part of London,

salt

VANTED: Union Jacks = year 1917. Hos. 691, 693, 695, 792=b, 7114 717, 721, 725, 727, 732,
235, 7%, 70s Year 1919 = B0C, 820, Year 1920 = 851656, 858, B61~863, 885, B0, 672,
87Ly G775 885+ 1Rg, J, PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LOMDON, B.E.22.
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BLAKIANA

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 27 Archdale Road, East Dulwich,
London

Al HEWRY JOHN
By Vietor Colby

That Henry St. John Cooper ¢id write Sexton Blake stories in the early Unilon Jack
days has been confirmed by his son, and ascepted by the experts, the only real problem
being to identify the Individual stories, This, I doubt not, will be done one of these
dayse

Meanwhile, what sort of man was this, who gave of his time and talents to promote
the Sexton Blake saga, and has, In consequence, jolned that immortal band of Sexton Blake
clwoniclers?

Just recently through the courtesy cf Frank Vernon Lay, I recelved a copy of "Sunny
Quercw® a hard cover romance of Henry St, John Cooper, published by Sampson Low, and to
my delight found a short b'ographical article at the back of the book entitled "Henry S8t,
John Cooper - an appreciation" by Helen Ford,

Here are some of the more Interesting aspects of the 1ife and activitles of Henry
Bt, John Cooper, gleaned from the sbove article,

ce b e

& man of many gifts, an adept at anything, he undertakes, of a lovable personality,
Henry 8t, John Cooper stands conspleucus In the world of authors, His friends call him
affectionately "Jack of all Trades" - but they do not add "Master of None®, for in all
he does, whether It 1s wood-carving, hammered brass and copper, reproductions of old
furn{ture, photography, printing, making gramophones or the medel ships for which he is
famous, he must alm at the best and, as with all genulne artists, his best satisfies him
only for the moment, If then,

Ameng Mr. Cooper's meny activitles breeding tull-dogs was a great hobby of his for
some years and he has written no less than four books cn the subject, which ars generally
accepted text~books on bull=dogs and their management,

He bred and owned several champlon bull-dogs, H1s services as s judge of bull-dogs
were In great demsnd ot all principal dog shows In England, America and Germany,

tr, Cooper started ~ut in 1ife with the idea of belng an artist, Educated partly
in England and partly in France, at the sge of 15 he had a studio and In his spare time
painted many charming little sketches of Richmend,

But the literary germ was in his blood, and when he was about 17 he obtained an
engagenent as sub-editor on a new boys! paper called Pleasure, This paper shortly de—
parted 1ife for the all=sufficient reason that it did not pay its way, =nd the proprietor!s
capital had run out. The boy used to get the paper out himself (the editor not being
enthusiastic). He had no cash available for paying contributors, so would buy the
Illustrations from an agency that supplied drawings or blocks that hed already seen
service, selecting the plctures almost at random, then write articles, short stories, and
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serials, Into which such incidents were introduced as the picturcs could fit. In
addition he conducted prize competitions, wrote edi%orial notes, and a few advertisements
also answers to correspondents. He wrote, In fact, the paper from cover Lo SOVEr,

After this experience he did no more such editing, but went on writing serials,
and one of these, a boy!s adventure romance, was published by Nessrss Garrold in bock form
under the title of "The Voyage of the Avenger,"

"Sunny Ducrow® the book that has made him famous on both sides of the Atlantic,
ran for many weeks as a serlal, He himself made no attempt to re=publish it in bock
form, but a friend sent it to Sampton Low vwho promptly accepted it, Messrs, Putmans
have sold many thousands of copies in America,

Mr, Coopep!s werks deserve to sell. His are the clean, sweet, fresh and wholesome
books we all like and respect.

Mr, Cooper is no reallst of the sordid and unhappy school, He has seen more than
one side of 1ife, and knows that the Summer fs as real es the Winter, Many of us still
are old=fashioned encugh to love our herces to be manly and clean, our heroines sweet
and simple, and we are grateful to Mr, Ccoper that he gives us such bocks, and helps us
to reallise that there 1s still romance and truth and purity for all who leve them,

In meny of his writings there is a suggestion of the cecult, a subject in which
he is deeply interested, In "The Garden of Memories" partiecularly - a story of rein-
sarnation he deals with the subject convincingly to minds attuned,

In "The Gallant Lover® he goes back to the days of "good Queen Anne."

aCarniss & Co," 12 o romance in which old furniture, Mr. Cooperts pet hobby, plays
an ippcrtant part.

Other bocks by him are "James Bevanwoed Rart," "The Imaginsry Marriage®, "Sally
Luck," and "The Goloonda Necklace,"

Mr. Cooper in his long career of writing storfes, must have turmed out thousands,
Porhaps the best loved story among schoolgirls was "Polly Green? writter under the name
of "Mabel Bt, John?, Thls weekly story ran-te over tio million words = surely the
longest serial to the credit of any auther,

Henry St, John Cooper - a noble flgure with a fine head, anu thick, waving hair
going grey, a kindly smile, and a humerous twinkle 1 his eye, a heart as big and gener—
cuc as his body, No one has ever been turned avay empty frem his door, and his ears have
n.varbeen deaf to the cry of the sorrowful and needy.

sr e

A worthy member 1s he not, of that select band which has kindled and nurtured the
f1lame of Sexten Blake's existence, and preserved him for the enjoyment of posterity,

SEXTON_BLAKE — "OLD BOY"
" By S. Perry

Why so little support these days for Blakiana?

Is it because there are no Sexton Blake stories for boys? Mest of
the contributcrs and the readers of "Collectors' Digest" write and read
about old boys books, and all the pleasures they had reading them when
they were boys.

The Magnet, Cem, Popular, Nelson Lee, and the others are ne longer
with us, and there is no lack of material for their various section in
C.D. Can it be because the Sexton Blake Library still exists - cne can
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not say "going strong" because apparently it is having a bit of a
struggle these days - the reading matter is net for boys, and most adult
readers cannct find it on the bookstalls - perhaps it will be much better
in its new format, although I have not yet seen it advertised anywhere.
Let's hope adults gradually find it and remember the pleasure they used
to have when boys, and so become regular readers)

I am sure "The Big Smear" would not appeal to boys - they would het
be able to see why Sexton Blake should lose his business or his past
reputation, because he was caught having an "affair" or lecking - cr
suspected of looking at "rude pictures" - come to think of it I don‘t
think adults would either — James Bond seemed to get away wich quite a
lct of thingsi!

The early stories of "Sexton Blake at Bay" (Detective Weekly Nos.
1 and 2) were far more satisfy:ng and to me far mcre probable - but then
perhaps I was still a boy (ahem!

If only there were picture steries for boys - I am sure all the
old papers could still find a sale if the steries were in pictures.
Imagine a beoks like "Lion" with a story of Sextcn Blake in pictures -
not just a couple of pages, but from "Cover to Ccver" - the Magnet would,
I am sure, prosper with the young generation in that form. They don't
read these days, but they do look at pictures - come tc think of it sc
did we. I can still remember the "Bruin Boys" in the Rainbow and "Tiger
Tin's Weekly" and I think it would be much better to teach the young
generation "to play the game" through picture stories than nothing at
alll

- Another reason why we do nct get lots of contributions to Blakiana
could be that so many different authors write of Sexton Blake. After all
the school stories were all written by Charles Hamilton and there is not
a great deal of support for "substitute writers" although they wrote
about our favourite characters!

I my be "sticking my neck out" regarding Nelscm Lee, but I think
most of the support and memcries are of the author, Edwy Searles Brooks
and the cthers do not count for a lot - with the possible exception of
Maxwell Scott.

With "Sexton Blake" he always had a lot of different authors. My
own favourites were Gwyn Evans, Anthony Skene and Edwy Searles Brooks,
But there again it was the stouries we loved not the characters (sticking
my neck out a@in) and perhaps a Detective with any other name would
have been just as good. In fact I can remember years ago getting a bock
in the Children's Library by Gwyn Evans all sbout "The King Crook". It
was exactly the same story as had appeared in the "Unicn Jack" tut the
detectives. nams. bad, besn. Alkered s, 1. hoDs. Aone. A FheX. FER0SRS, AV, FOR...
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the same story because I cannot remember the name of the Detective.
There must be a great number of members in the Sexton Blake
Circle who all read about Sexten Blake and must of course still be in-
terested in him, Please write an article for Blakiana about your
favourite authors who wrote abput him. Support Mrs. Packman whe has
been giving us great pleasure for cver nine years! Make a new year's
resolution to write about Sexton Blake for say nine minutes every two

months.
* * * * ¥

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT SEXTON BLAKE

Have you NCT noticed the Sexton Blake Library? Or rather, have you noticed that
the 8.B,L. 1s NOT on display in the shops or on the bockstalls? And hasn't been for a
very long time}

What good 1s a first=class story If you donft get the chance toread it? What good
is a most attractive cover If it is not put on display for prospective readers to see?
How can a circulation ever build up under such clrcumstancez? You tell us}

Any amount of readers have written us that they can't find the 8,B,L. In the
shopse The newsagent tells them "only available to order,® VWhich often means a lost
order, More than one reader has actually been told by his newsagent that the 8.B.L.
ceased publicaticn long ago. Are cur Sexton Blake fons panting with fury?

If ¥OU have had similar experiences = if you cen't find the 8.B.L. In the shops =
don't write to us, Write to the Editor of the Sexton Blake Library at once, If you
feel very heated about it all it may be safer to write your letter on asbestos, But
writel

KEITH CHAPMAN (who 1s on the staff of the 84B.L,) Writes us as follows:

Tn an article entitled "Let!s Be Controversial About Sexten Blake" (January C.P.)
an znonymous writer draws attention te what he terms a 9glip=up" in the New Order
8.2.L, changes of the later fifties,

aTinker® he writes, "was far too popular tc be turned into a stooge to be used for
che purpose of 1ight rellef.”

What an unjust accusation to level agalnst New Order editoriel policyl In the
stories of the New Look writers, Tinker became, as E, 8. Turner am'ng others has quoted,
"no longer the boy assistant, but a sturdy, hardy key man in the Blake menage "

More than ever before, Tinker has played important, leading parts in S.B.L.
stories, SEASON OF THE BKYLARK, STAND=IN FOR MURDER, MISSION TO MEXICQ, BULLETS ARE
TRUMPS, KEEP IT SECRET1, TORMENT WAS A REBHEAD ,...

surely it was the old-style authors whe were portraying Tinker as a eloth-headed
Watscn and a "stooge for 1ight relief? (8.B.L. No. 3L4 THE CROOKS OF TUNIS, pages 63

4.)
. That Tinker has become to an irritating degree "a young man who goes goofy In the
presence of a legey female with ticTan ﬁE‘ is In oy opinion, a false claim, As more
than one of our centributors - and strangely enough, amongst them, the New Order auther
whe seems most popular with the older readers = could assure you, current editerial
policy deplores the attributing to Tinker of adelescent emctional attitudes, It fs a
fact that sequénces have been, and are, quite frequently deleted and re-written solely
because of this fault,

Glad to s.e Coliectors! Digest In such good health, and wishing 1t continued
BucCess,
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HMARTIN THOMAS writes:

Although there hasn't been a complete change to the standard pocket~bcok format
the new=style covers do achieve one excellent result, They make a complete break from
the "comic book® presentaticn with which the 8,B,L, has hitherto been easily confused,
The new covers are unmistakably adult and appropriste to the orime novel fleld,

Let!s hope public response will greatly improve the B,B.L.'s prospects, which, as
¥ou know, are now uncertaln,

EDITCRIAL COMMENT:

Letters to Collectors' Digest in recent years from SBexton Blake enthuslasts seem
to suggest that Tinker has lost some of his former great popularity, There must be
socme reason for this. Mr. Chapman tells us that " sequences have been, and are, quite
frequently delated and re-written solely because of this fault," In that case, surely
it seems that Blake writers "quite fr have the tend as d by our
Controversial centributor last month,

Mr, Martin Thomas!s latest thriller "DEATH IN SMALL DOSES" Is now on sale In the
shops {or available to order), Don't miss It.

OFFERS of 8,0,Lts and Preewar FILH FUNS, please,
Jo MARSTON, 168 NEWTON ROAD, BURTON=ON=TRENT,

MEMORIAL EDITION OF ®THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK RICHARDS® = 25/-=, Packed with
Interesting reading and many fascinating pilotures, with a long supplement on Charles
‘Hamilton!s work by Eric Fayne, Obtainable from any bookshop or direct from Collectors!
Digest Office, The Editor of C,D, will mail the autobiography to any address in the
worlde

%N_%: Cood loose coples or bound volumes containing any of the following — MAGNETS
s 131 to 149 inclusive, 195, 205, 237, 238, 239, 2]1s 218, 319, 353, 400, L17s

s 921, 92, 925, 938, 940, k2, 93, 95, L9, 951, 965, 967,88, 996. Most lasues
henm;enﬂm and 890, 900, cma = many issues between LOO and 500, Many 1ssues between
800 ard 879, Also numbers 935, 9534 95ky 956, 975, 980, 985, 989, 990, 992 233, 996,
1129, 1150, 9B8l. POPULARS - 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 52, LS5, 466, L7hs Advertiser
has complete sets of Gem, Magnet and Popular but needs many gocd replacement coples
before having final binding work done,
ERIC FAYNE, EXCFLSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITOM, SURREY,

NOW AVAILABLE

The NELSON LEE CATALOGUE. A complete guide and biography
of the writings of EDWY SEARLES BROOKS, Price 3/6 plus
1/- post and packet.
Wrd te:
Robert Blythe,
40 Ellesmere Road,
Dollis Hill,
London, N.W.1G+
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NELSON LEE COLUMN

CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD
"LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S"
By Jim Cook

St. Frank's College,
Bellten, Susses.,

I was very surprised to learn that Nipper arrived at St. Frank's
on a Tuesday., When he explained it to me I could work it out for myself,
quite easily, It's all there in the records published in No. 112, the
first St. Frank's story, or the re-print published in 1933. It's not
very often you can pinpoint the day of arrival of a St. Frank's junior.
Tncidentally, Nipper told me that when he first came to the school he
had to disguise himself to lock like a boy of fifteen. Which proves that
Nipper is elder than the chronicler led us to believe., I should think
he is the only junior schoolboy to held a licence to fly an aircraft.

I bumped into Nelson Lee as I was leaving the Ancient House and
after exchanging greetings he asked whather I would like to accompany
mm to the village, Nelson Lee is one of those remarkable pecple who
seem to emanate an aura, You feel that a kind of ragnetism surrounds
hin and you are drawn to it. It is a very pleasant attraction that
rsiher subsues you yet fortifies that apparent wenkness we experience
when in the presence of strength., The schoolmaster-detective, locking
very fit and well, waited on the steps of the Ancient House while I
hurried inside for my raincoat. A hint of rain was in tha breeze that
cage in from the Channel over by Shirgle dead.

We had reached the stile in Bellton Lane when Leesuddenly took me
back to those hazardous days at St. Frank's at the time of the William
K. Smith earthquake. Well, it very nearly reseubled an earthquaks af'ter
the German-American ty~oon altered the shape of the old schnol,* He
told me about one of Smith's workmen who had stayed on when the million-
aire left and who had appeared in Bannington Court ¢n a charge of larceny.
Inspector Jameson, of the Bannington Police, had alerted Lee of the
charge for while Lee was not involved the inspector had considered the
case of special interest to Lee as it echoes back to the days wher. St.
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Frank's was wnder siege. Actually, the charge was a very weak one and
Lee was able to get the man off with a caution. So, out of that unruly
mob that William K. Smith brought cver from America to alter the outline
of this part of Sussex, at least there was one decent chap who broke
awey and remained behind in Bellton.

Apropos courts of law, Nelson Lee said it would probably be much
better if accused persons were "faceless" when they appeared in the dock.
He explained that juries could very well be influenced by pity for weak
characters and harmless looking wrongdoers, I saw his point of view
and wondered whether the position has ever been clarified. Do the jury
really have to see the faces of persons brought before them that they
may declare the truth on evidence before them? Even Lee wasn't sure
about this,

Later on, when T had returned to the old school, I met Reggie
Pitt, captain of the West House. But he was tco busy to talk to me.
Affairs of State, he explained, prevented him from granting me an inter-
view! I like old Regzie, At one time, his popularity in the Lower
School almost eclipsed that ef Nipper's; but I have yet to see the chap
who will oust Nipper from his lofty perch of leadership. Some have per-
formed that distinction but not for long, Nipper has been knocked off
his perch once or twice but only temporarily.

After I left Pitt I saw Bob Christine, I could never understand
Bob losing the captaincy of the Modern House to John Busterfield Boots.
The strange thing is that Bob seemed to succumb to the great J.B.B.'s
volubility with no apparent reaction from Bob or his two faithful chums,
Yorke and Talmadge. Bob Christine was quite a likeable chap in the old
days when he ruled over the destinies of the College House.

*01d series 445 - 463 (1924).

CONCERNING THE EARLY LEE

Jo A, WiRK of Dunocn writes us as follows: Browsing through an old school note-bock
I came across sh entry, written in 1925 or thereabouts: "Read a grand Boy!s Friend Library
all about Nelson Lee, detective, It was a football mystery in which Lee, in the guise of
a football club trainer, took on the name of Leeson end solved the mystery,” So keen was
I on football that I had copled the opening paragraph of the yarn:

"passy Passy Tackle him, Patsy, Oh, well played, sirl Goodwin's got it againg
Shootl Bhootl Goall Goall"

After reading that boyhood effort I would 1like to lay oy hands on the yarn,; but I
do hot sppear to have recorded the title, and an advertisement In the Digest for an un—
known story about Nelson Lee would be pointless, However, I did read someshere that your
Lee columnist would welcome data on any stuff featuring the deteotive, so this query of mine
may be his cup of tea, From memory, I would say thit Nipper did not feature I{n the yam
which was written long before St. Frank!s saw the light of day. The suthor's name
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bl = The Oliver i Series = Gens 787-

In one sense, the Gem never properly
recovered from the first World War, Like the Magnet, it was reduced in size when the
peper shortage came, but, whereas the Greyfriars stories resuned their full length when
eircumstances permitted, the St, Jim's storles seemed to remain confined to a limit of
about nine Chapters throughout the ftwentles, The Cem became cluttered up with at least
two gerials every weel, with other odd features thrown in for good measure, In the
glorlous past, the Gem had had a longer story than the hMaguet. HNow the wheel was come
full eirele, and the Magnet engsged most of Charles Hamilton's time and attention,

0f course, mere length is In itself no eriterion of merit, and the basis for the
series In Cems 787-791 seemed most promising: St, Leger, the dandy of the Fifth, had a
young cousin who had been a professional boxer, by name of Oliver Lynn, Colcnel St.
Leger befriended his unccuth nephew, and sent him to St. Jimts, From this time, Lynn
suffered a series of setbacks; his cousin seemed not te want to know him at school, and
his studymates in No, 6 could not bear his manners, There were some good situations,
when Cardew took up the cutcast merely out of whinsical curiosity cnly to drop him after
he tired of him, and when Lynn quarrelled with his studymates and threw then all ocut of
the study = a situation in which Charles Hamilton ccntrived to represent both sides as
being in the veong. And Lynn's sacrifice for his unworthy cousin provided a moving
climax to the whole series.

Even so, there were Jrawbacks; the quarrel with Bleke & Co, was resclved by what
oritics scornfully call a deus ex machina - four footpads whe decided to hold up Cousin
Ethel so that Lynn could conveniently rescue her, vhich hardly altered his studymates?
reasons for disliking his manners. Lynnts strength, toc, was exaggeratedj even the
most skilful young boxe~ would scarcely be able to oope with four men at once, And the
shortness of each weekly episode ruthlessly eliminated any chence of having a sub-plot ¥
with which to embellish the main story a 1iitle, Everything was —ery direct and to the
point, One might perhaps deduce from this that e Schoolboys' Own ieprint in No. 160
would be a very satisfactory presentation of this short geries, »ut in peint of faot 1t
is the mest unsatisfactory of all Hamilton Schoolbcyst Owns, since it ends in the miodle
of she serfes with Gem 789, Fhy the series was not reprinted in full, using two numbers
of the menthly library, is one of the many mysteries that surrcund most of the Fleetway
House publicaticnss

This Gem series inevitably challenges comparison with a very similar serles about
Richard Dury in Magnets 985-990, which was, Incidentally, reprinted qulte satisfactorily
in Schoolboyst Owns 167 and 169, There can be no doubt that the Greyfriars version was
vastly superior, partly because it was longer and artistically developed, and partly "
because 1t was weitten four years later, in 1927, when Charles Hemilton was approaching
the peak of his performance, Whereas Lynn was presented briefly and rather coldly to
the reader, Dury Was show Lo be a sympathetic character and the Greyfriars jualors
objected not so much to his table pammers (as dfd Blake & Co) as to his bad spartsman= i
ship In erewing over defeated opponents, Dury's worship of Hilton of the fifth was
shown to be quite reascnable and eredible, whereas Lynnts regard for Bt. Leger was ex—
plained briefly by a reference to something that Was never related in the Genm itself,
Masterly, too, Was the description of how Dury came to realise that his idol had feet !
of clay, whereas Lymn adnired St. Leger right to the end, ¥

But perhaps the nost endearing part of the Dury series was the beginning:
Christmas at Wharton Lodge, snow abounding, Dr, Locke an honoured guest, and Bunter
forcing his way i without an invitation,

With such an Irresistible opening to a series, how could 1t fail to win the
readerts heart?

e
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o, 6. ET TU, BRUTE!

In Collectors' Digest Annual for 1962 we presented "Late Summer
Folly", a story of St. Jim's. It can be truthfully stated that there
seems to be plenty of our readers who liked this story, but I received
letters from three readers who gave views which I regard as worthy of
deep consideration.

ROGER JENKINS wrote: "I think I should have liked more Hamilton-
jana — who wouldn't? - and I particularly wish you had written an article
on the subject. The St. Jim's story reminded me of a post-war Mandeville
book - quite authentic but having medern fouches that were disturbing
reminders oi the passing of time. My vote would go for Mr, Buddle every
time. He, like Danny, is safely anchored in the pre-war past."

NORMAN GREGORY wrote: "A surfeit of good things as usual, but
oh, Mr. Editor - five or six stories by substitute authorsl! After all
the derogatory remarks that have been said by you Hamiltonians about
these poor individuals, we now find you at it yourselves. Is this an-
other rase of imitation being the sincerest form of flattery?"

Norman added: "Only my fun. HMore power to yor elbow,").

MAURICE KUTHER wrote: "A fine character study of Cardew in 'Late
Summer Folly'. These stories of our cld favourites seem to be on the
inerease, Whether this is a good thing for our hobby is debatable.

They are not in the same category as 'substitute writings! because the
same nostalgia and tenderness cannot be attached to them, The extracts
from Greyfriars Herald and St. Jim's News, etc. were all part and parcel
of our childhood periodicals, and can be re-read with some dogree of
fondnoss, despite their literary failings. Our present-day sub writings,
nowever well written, haven't the advantage of that long vista of years."

YNow, each of the gentlemen quoted above has given us food for
thought. I think there is a good deal of truth in what each one says.
Why, then, did I write "Late Sumer Folly" for the Annual? I might
have found a factual article a good deal easier to do, providing the
subject matter for same was not too elusive,

"Late Summer Folly" was a substitute story, but not in the same
sense as the pre-war substitute stories. They were substitutes for
stories by the genuine writer. "late Summer Folly" was a substitute
for an article.

Hamiltoniana is a deep well - but it is not a bottomless well.
There is no doubt that we shall find plenty uf new slants on Charles
Hamilton and his work for many years to come. There are still untapped
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sources of supply. Grimslade, for instance, though Grimslade is not
a generally popular school, and I, at least, kmow nothing about it.

So the main object of a story like "Late Summer Folly" is to help
out the problem of new material. And if a story can be made "authentic"
as Roger terms this particular story, it is better than hothing.

The same problem of material supply is with our Nelson Lee
Colum to an even greater extent, for the subject is much mere limited
than Hamiltonisna, It is outside the scope of Let's Be Controversial,
but it cen be said that, without the imaginative writings of some con-
tributors, it would not be possible to keep the Lee Column running re-
gularly every month.

Mr. Kutner speaks of Digest "substitute" stories being on the in-
crease, but I don't think it is really a valid objection. In the year
1962 we published only one - "Odd Man Out" last April. I am ignoring
the Slade stories which come intc a different category. So far as the
Annual is concerned, types of substitute stories have appeared down the
years without criticism resulting. But this is the first year that I
have written a story of one of the famous schools for the Annual - and
it is "Late Summer Folly" which is a pill which some find difficult to
swallow,

Mr. Jenkins refers to the modern touches which he finds disturbing.
I was puzzled at first by this criticism, but I think he means Lowther's
wolf whistle, and Cardew's reference to Gussy's "bloomers" and to a
board being disfigured by seagulls, Charles Hamilton would certainly
never have made one of his boys make such comments. But the difference
is this. Charles Hamilton was writing entirely for youngsters. I am
writing entirely for adults.

"0dd Man Out" was a mild psychological study. Many readers wrote
that they liked it, but two criticised it cn the grounds that Lowther
would never have shown jealousy of Talbot. They were wrong. Jealousy
is not the prerogative of nasty people. It is a human failing which
can attack the best of us. The lack of resentmen on the part of
Manners or Lowther was the weakness of the Tom Merry - Talhot set-vp
tn the old days, had we been intelligent enough then to see it. That
is not to say, however, that "0dd Man Out" should ever have been written.

Mr. Kutnor is right when he says in effeet that ncstalgia and
tenderness could never make a story like "Late Summer Fclly" live on.
It was never intsnded that it should live on. It was merely written
for the needs of the moment - to provide a bit of variety in the Annual
and to be a substitute for the factual article when new topics are more
and more difficult to find,
¥r, Gregory cannot be. £awhisthe..hak.he.seys.i8.a080 utely. fmue.
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Often and often I have condemned substitute stories in the Gem abd Magnet -
and now I have descended to writing them myself,

Collecting enthusiasts rezlly fall into two types. Those who
have a great nostalgic affection for the old papers and the pre-war
writings of Charles Hamilton. Some perhaps would not even want a med-
ern Bunter book in their collection. And those who just love the old
achools and old characters, and enjoy anything about them., The ones,
perhaps, who say they could never detect a sub tale from a genuine one.

Candidly, I am on the side of Messrs. Jenkins, Yutner and Gregory.
Under different circumstances it is quite likely that I should have dis—
liked "Late Summer Folly" intensely. I put every bit of blame on my
editor.

And how do you feel about it? For the majority of the customers
are always right, Would you prefer Late Summer to be our last piece
of folly?

* % % ¥ %

FRANK_LETTERS
By Geoffrey Cook

I have had the great pleasure of being one of Frank Richards'
correspondents, and I have created this article with the help of some
of those letters which are in my possession.

The war had been over some sixX years, but Frank Richards told me in a letter of
March 1951 that the publishing of books was still being frustrated because of a shortage
not only of paper, but of the almost non—existence of boards for binding the booksh

hpparently when grumbling to a publisher that he had had only five books published
in 1950, the publisher replied that the average author was lucky 1f he had ONE book
printed In a yeari

Publishers, said Frank, required copy eight months In advancej quite a change from
the old days when an suthor needed to be only Bix weeks ahead of the printerl

In one lette~ Mr, Richards grumbled about the terrible delays in publishing his bocks,
saying that this was enough to turn an author!s hair grey = and here Frank in his own
inimitable Way Introduced a 1inej an action for which he 1s famous In his stories =

t,..that 1s supposing, lfke Gilbert!s sentry, that he's. got any}"

Frank did not confine his little sayings to his storiesl .

Onee or twice 1 suggested to Frank that a slightly-reformed Bunter = who was less
poncelted and dishonest - might mske a more attractive Bunter. In a reply he recalled
that Billy Bunter was "reformed® once in a Christmas series in the MAGNET; Bunter after
reading Dicken's *Christmas Carol" was temporarily a 'Better Bunter!, Frank wondered
mrume Idea would work out in a book, and said he would certainly think 1t over, but

ed =
V] fear that Bunter never cculd stay refcrmed, The average reader
expects him to go on being the same cld Bunter - and to tell the
truth, 1 should rather miss him myself, if he became a different
sort of fellow,t
1 ghall be please to he:

remerber a sto t a reformed
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Bunter during the last Ten years,

Frank's 1iterary agent Informed him in 1951 that he thcught of trying out "Jack" =
Frankts new character — on televislon, I wonder, now that Frank Riehards has passed ony
whether thls will ever ccme about? I cennot think of a better character than Jack for a
Children's T.V. series, 1 had always thought that Frank!s softest spot was for Billy
Bunterj but perhaps this is true until he !invented! Jack ... On oneé cecasion Frank
confided that he was !very fond of Jack! and on another occasion that Jack was his
favourite character}

I really think that Frank Richards was very dissatisfied with our modern times, as

he repeatedly refers In his letters to me, to "these deplorable days."

In spite of such remarks however, {t 1s obvious that he always lcoked on the bright
side, for he once concluded a letter as follows =

',.. writing my books taking y>u into snother world free frem the
worries and cares of the present day. So long as they produce that
effect [ shall be satisfled that ry writing 1s worthpwhile, Gecrge
Crwell, In his article in HORIZON a few years ago, Was pleased to
describe this as "esoaplst? = echoed since by other writers who
have no ideas of their own and take them second-hand from Cecrge,
But surely there are worrles and troubles encugh in 1ife without
an author adding to them In his books} I confess that I 1ike
cheerful books, md cheerful faces, and a cheery outlook generallyd
and I hope that I shall always lock on the bright side of things

if I 1ive to be a hundred = as I cheerfully hope I doti

1t 1s a sad thing that Frank!s optimiam was short=lived by some thirteen years, In
1952 Frank told me that his health was as usual, and that he had not had an illness since
Influenza fn 1899} 1 wonder how many people can boast of such good health?

I am unable to understand why at the present time a new Bunter series is not being
arranged for television, The Sunday Chronicle once tock a poll of 1ts readers, and 96%
voted In favour of a continuation of the series, I repeat - 96%.

In 1951 Frank menticned to me that a new series of Tom Merry books in paper backs
to sell at 1/6d or 2/~ was being planned, I wonder If any reader knows whether these
transpired, as 1 have nc more details of them either from Frank or from any other pources
If they were published, 1 wonder under whal name?

On a recent radlc programe quite a few remarks were made by a psychologist trylng
to explain the character of Charles Hanilton and how Frank Richards' character fitted in
with hin, 1 asked Frank whether he wished to be addressed as Charles Hanmilton or Frank
Richards, and his reply was, that he liked to be addressed as Frank Richards = "but it
doesn!t really matter very much,"

On another occasion after discussing the weather In a letter to Frank he replied
with a misquotation -

u,,,but it was an unspeakable Spring - the worst since my memory
started business In the 1870's, However, It is cver now, and as
Shakespeare very nearly remarked = 'How ls the winter of our dis=
content, made glorious summer by the sun In Kentj?"

Well, we all know that our famcus suthor was e bumorist.

In conclusion let me say that the bundle of letters which I have of Franks, are
ameng ry most treasured possessions. Particularly 1 hold dear the first Jack book =
wJack of All Trades" - which Frank sc kindly sent to me in November 1950 = "from the
author To an old reader,® I belleve two tJack! books exist in menusoript, How 1 would
love to see these published.
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Q_ld Boys’ Book Club.

MIDLAND

chri. Meet i December 18th .

Only one thing detracted from the enjoyment of the twelve members who attended this
happy last meeting of the old year and that was the absence of Tom Porter, confined to
his house with a bad attack of 'flu, There were others we missed, but iU seems a strange

meeting to all of us without Tom, Nevertheless there was a good programme snd we did
anple justice to the good fare provided by the Arden Hotel "Tuck Shop?, The quiz which
Jack Bellfield improvised on the spur of the moment was more to the liking of the members
tha: e few we have had of late, Also easy, proved by the fact that the writer of these
notes won first prize = a "Bunter Book," (very acceptable for the fact that it was one
I had not gots)

Due to the absence of Tom there were no ilbrary books for disposal and we mlssed
nis "Collectors Item®, Before tlie "eabs arrived" at 8,30 there was time for Madge
Corbett to entertain us with one of her excellent readings. As a welcome change frem
Hailtonia, the one chosen was a short Ste Frank!s Christmas holiday yara featuring
Handforth in one of his funny (for himl) adventures, Fancying himself as a detective
he set cut to investigate the queer happenings at the house next dcor, with surprising
results, This St, Frank's yarn is a favourite with Madge and it 1s the second time she
has read it to us and as before it went down well and though It was "supposed" to bc the
work of a sub=mriter, "Handforth Investigates" was much enjoyed by all, especlally the
new members who had not heard It before, ;

The rest of the night was taken up with the refreshments and discussion cver the
excellent items in the current C,D, and C.D,A, Those present were Jack Bellfleld, Jack
and Madge Corbett, Normen Gregory, Ted Davey, Gecrge Chatham, Jack Bond, Len Lidsey, Cerald
Price, Win Brown, Win Partridge and

the Secretary, HARRY BROSTER.

MERGEYSIDE
ecting held 6th Janu

In view of the present weather ccnditicns, there Was a remarkably large attendance
at this, our first meeting of the new year, the only absentee being John Farrell, whu was
unsble to make the long and difffecult trip from Wiganj he hopes to be with us as usual
next monthe

Proceedings opened with the Chalrman aealing with various section matters, Including
a resolution regarding the purchase of a number of books to augment our liurary stock; this
was carrled wnanimously, as It was generally agreed that our now considerable reserve fund
could not be put to a better use, The secretary gave details of the financial sitdation,
which was approved as being most satisfactory, and he then read a long and Interesting
letter from a former Liverpudlian, Mr, Daniel E, Hobbs, of Seattle, U.8.A, who has been
doniciled there for me1y years., As a means of keeping in touch with the hobby, he has
requested that he be permitted to become an hssociate member of the Merseyside Section,
to which we are only too pleased to accede., and we are contacting him accordinglys We
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should 1fke to express our thanks to Eric Fayne for his help in patting Mry Hobbs In
touch with us, through the nedium of nc,D*

During retreshments, the corpany submitted thelr sholce of the six characters from
the schools whom they would not Invite to a Christmas party, and the reasons given were
both amising and enlightening. The main quiz of the evening was the work of Normanj a
long 1ist of posers on hobby and general subjects, which was won by George Riley, with
Frank Unwin and Jim Wslsh hot én his heels, Bock prizes were presented by Normane A
sinilar type of quiz was conducted by Frank Case, on a three—tean basis; this resulted
In a win by a substantial margin of points by the "C* team, comprised of Jim Walsh, Bill
Galley and Pat Laffey, The library business, dealt with by Jack Morgan, was brisk and
the meeting closed at nine~thirty, somewhat later than usual, due to the full and
interesting programe,

The next meeting, which promises to be equally entertaining, will be held on
sunday, 10th February al the same time and venue, Will members please remember to bring
thelr entries for Frank Unwints "Names Doubles" competition, which had to be postpened

for a month?
FRANK CASE
NORTHERN

Our January meeting was held as usual at Eyde Park Road on Saturday, 12th, The
weather was the only enemy of happy hours, keeping away a number of members, again
ncluding secretary Frank Haneock, The [ifteen who were able to attend, however,
included a "new? member, Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor = whom most of us recognised better as
our old friend Elsle Palmer, now newly married, Chairman Geoff Wilde, wishing Elsie
every good fortune {n her new life, presented her with a small wedding gift from the
Club, We'd have made It a run of vintage Magnets 1f we could = but perhaps Mr, Taylor
might not then have shared her pleasure quite so much}

Main fare after the ccnclusion of the business was a programme of tepe=recorded
talks, staged by courtesy of Normen Snith, who had brought along his Telefunken recordars
Leading guest speaker was Northern star Tom Hopperton, but members welcomed an oppor—
tunity to re-hear the BRC broadeast of Christmas week, "I Say, You Fellows®, a really
sensible and adult study of Charles Hamilton and his work, For those who hed missed the
original this was an even greater treats

Probably our coldest meeting on record, this was a quieter cccasion than most of
our meetings, but nonetheless the customary warm and cheery glow prevailed within for
those who had tramped through deep snow and braved the biting winds to meet once more
the friends of boyhood years = who used to do It In every Christmas number}

Hext meeting, Saturday, 9th Februarys

JCHNNY BULL

preine

In spite of the inclement weather a few stalwarts braved the elements to attend
the January meeting which was held at the home of Mr, Litvak at Ashford {Middlesex).
What they lacked In numbers was made up by thelr enthuslasm, and We were soen off to a
quiz by Bill Lofts which was won by Don Webster with our host and Eric Lawrence sharing
second place, This was followed by a talk on "How I first made the acquaintance of the
companion Papers," by Isaac Litvak, After a surptious tea we had an informal dis~
cussicn on the hobby in which everybody jolneds We finighed with a Quis prepared by
our Chalrman and Bill Lofts ran out the winner with Millicent Lyle as runnel’ UPs

Annual General Meeting to be held at Brian Doyle's residence, Sunday, February 17th,
at 1k, Clarendon Drive, Putney, S.¥.15 (Putney 1086), Please notify hosts 1t intending
to be present. D. B, W

s By W,
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AUSTRALTA

Club merbers were In excellent spirits when they met on Thursday, Jan, 17ths This
seemed a good om:n for club affairs In the year ahead when it is hoped *The Golden Hours
Club® will progress to bigger and better things,

The meeting got away to a pleasantly Informal start when Chairman, Syd Smyth pro~
duced lssue No, 6 of the club magazine of which he is the haru working Editor, There
are cop'es avallable for our overseas friends and I can assure you there 1s excellent
value for the smell cost of L/= between the new style covers which are most arresting,
For the Blake fan there s a tasty dish served up in"Vic Colbyts Corments®, flavoured
with pungent Wit to balance the wealth of analytical commeni we have come to expect
from the pen of this talented Blake expert, For the Hanilton enthusiasts there 1s a
wide variety of articles from H, W, Twymanm G, R, S8amways, Bill Lofts and J, F, Bell-
field who writes on that controversial subject "Snobbery In the Hamllton Stories,"
Arthur Holland, who is known to you for his unusual festure in this year's Annual has
contributed in a different field on "The Jester®, And for those who favour the "E,0.P."
we have some "Roving Thoughts' by Stan Nicholls whose artlicles are always welcomed. Bo

that 1s the treat In store for those vho sseure a copy of G, H. Mag. Nos 6, - remittance
direet to 8yd Bryth, 1 Brandon Street, Clovelly, N.5.l.

Highlight of the evening was the London Club!s Hamilton Catalogue which had been
sent out most generously by its producer Roger Jenkins, Members expressed thelr
admiracion for a superb production and spent a very Interesting time as IT was passed
around, :

Letters and greeting cards were passed around by the Secretary and scon the over—
seas news was being discusseds It was grand to welcome back our old friend "The Foghorm®
as its cheery chatter and well informed news snippets have been greatly missed, From
Harry Broster came the latest gossip from the Midland club whilst from Ron Hodgson there
were greetings from our Nerthern friends, Sorry, chaps, that the tape couldn't be made
at your Christmas party but good to know 1t is merely & pleasure deferred, Our mecbers
were pleased to receive those clippings giving detalls of the Hanm'liton discussion recent—
1y on radle, Vietorian meober, Tom Dobson, who Lopes to join us later this year for a
peeting rent aleng a cricket article from a Melbourne paper because mentlon was made
therein of Nelson Lee so this was doubly interesting. Letters from Jack Murtagh In lew
Zealand and Gorden Swan fron West Australla completed the nmews coverage for the month.

Subjects under discussion for the evening were the new format of the 8,B.L, and
the future of this publication and secondly the "Stanton Hope = Hamllton" controversy.
Victor Colby had been In touch with the S.B.L. Editor and was able to supply direct
infornation in the form of a personal letter from Howard Baker, From all reports so
far received the chenge in format has not been the dramatic event expected and It would
appear that greater publicity, easler avallability plus moderr adult presentaticn as
suggested by Frank Unwin in the Foghorn will be necessary to avert disaster,

After this discusslon Btan Nicholls gave a talk on "Biggles Goes to School" and the
part Capt, ¥, E, Johns has played in the schoul-adventure story saga with als well
written and colourful stories,

B. PATE (Bec,)
REVIEW
" OF ® (Alec Waugh) Hayflower Press 3/6.
s book, which was surveyed by our hard=cover expert, B11l Hubbard, some months

ago, 15 now lssued as a paper back. Collectors may like to add it to thelr library,
The story created a sensation when first published over forty years ago, but It ‘s diffi-
cult to see why it should have done so, Possibly the author Intended readers to see
something there which he Kept obscure = and readers did just that.

It is a wordy, s:ow-moving story, with little action, and though characterisation
15 worthwhile, 1ts impact is blunted Ly the author having too much to say, With crastic

t ve it is li}_gexy to make in the sixties,
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THE MYSTERY OF THE TWO
1

. BOTTLES!
ONE LITTEL WORD WIF YOU. Written by Peter Todd
e

There was a crash on the
staircase, and Herlock Sholmes
sat up frowning. He was resting
on the settee in his sitting-
reom in Shaker Street, taking an
occasional swig from a mug of
cocaine. A moment later Doctor
Jotson entered. He was waving
two copies of the Collectors!'
Digest, and seemed very excited.

"Really, Jotson!" snapped
Sholmes, "I wish you would take
a little more care when dressing."

Jotson gasped. "I did
hurry over it," he admitted, out
how on earth did you guess,
Sholmes?"

"From the simple fact
that you have both legs down

i _ ome leg ¢f your trousers," he
said quietly. "But what's the furore about?"

"Have you seen this?" Jotson panted. "Iwo peecple called Bottle
are both claiming to be the office boy of 'Chips' - one called Horatio
and the other Philpot! This seems right up your street, Sholmes!"

"Shaker Street, in fact," quipped Sholmes, with his ready wit;
"put let's have a look, Jotsen,"

Herlock Sholmes perused the accounts of the visits of Horatic and
Philpot Bottles to the meetings of the Merseyside and Midland meetings
of the 01d Boy's Bock Clubs, as reported in the Collectors' Digest for
Septeinber and Octover of the last year.

"Mmm ! I" he murmured. Then his brow cleared. "Jotson" he said,
"please fetch me Volume MMMMDDDCCCCCLLDDDDD from our filing cabinet -
hurry, but don't trip up again."

In a few minutes, the faithful Jotscn staggered in with the book
Sholmes had asked for. It was a bound volume of 'Chips' for the year
1900 - from No. 488 - 539.

Sholmes openad the tome to page 3 of No. 512, the issue was
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dated June 23rd, 1900, His deep set eyes 1it up. "Listen to this,
Jotson," he said and read as follows:-

One littel word wif you
e oreis
Boy's
Colum

Ladeys, gents, chaps and uthers,

At larst I as gained mi rites. I, the grate an onley Bottles, am
orthur ov orl this wat now apperes in mi kollum,

It wos like this. T'other day, Mister Hubert Trelawney - im wot
rote the "House of the Heath" an "Dead Man's Island" keme down to see
+he Bos sboute a nu storey. "Whi don't yu give Bottles a charnse?" ses
e 2 ole Chips. E's gud enuf now 2 rite funney stuf."

#Ig e?" smered the Bos. "Thats a matter ov erpinion." Then e
smiled silkly, and sed "Bottles shal ave a charnse." Now, wot'did e
mene? :

Still, wotever e ment, I'm ere this weke, an menes to siop."

"You realise what this proves, Jotson?" murmured Sholmes.

Jotson shook his head bewilderedly. He wasn't with Sholmes at 211,

"Why, you clet, don't you see that if Philpots Bottles was an
office boy in 1900, he must be at least seventy-five now?"

Jotson gasped in amazement at this superb example of Sholmes's
skill as a mathematician. ’

"Ergo" went on Herlock Sholmes, "Philpot Bottles was not the
person who attended these meetings. And now Jotsor, fetch me the 1coMIC
PAPER'S WHO'S WHO."

Soon Sholmes was riffling through the pages of the grrat work -
the result of years of research by the indefatigable +.+.+. ++++. which
gives the fanily trees of every character who ever appeared in the A.P.
COM1CS.- 4 .

"Ah! The mystery is solved, Jotsoni" Sholmes said in triumph.

"The two blokes who have been impersonating the great Bottles
0.B., are the twin grandsons of the original 'Chips' office boy."

"You see here," he continued, whils* Jotson listened with bated
breath, "that Philpot Bottles married Sharlot Scroggins, whilst Horatic
Pimple - the Funny Wonder office boy — was wedded to Sally Slapecahbage.
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The son of Philpot and Shariot married the daughter of Horatio and
Sally. Their wnion was blessed with twin boys, who were named after
their two grandfathers. It is these young rips - Horatio and Philpot
Bottles, whe have been pulling the legs of these 0ld Boys, as they
call themselves)" The great detective yawned., "Pass the cocaine,
Jotson," he said.

*
*!‘Qﬁ:****

YOURS SINCERELY

(Interesting extracts from the Editor's Letter-Bag)

NEIL LAMBERT (Chessington): I think the 1962 Annual has surpassed all previous volumed.
Tt gets better every year, and has rapldly become part of the Christmas scene for ne,
What a pleasure it was to shut cneself away from the trials of thls modern sge for a few
hours and enjoy the literary gens concerning the characters and places in our favourite
old boys! perfodicals = to bring back memories of a bygone age. [T was a welcome

change to escape from the type of fiction that fills the bookshops and in which the moral
standards are invariably so low = to 1{ve once agein in that age of our youth mhere to
"play the geme® was not a sign of weakness, Congratulations to all who contributed
stories and articles to our wonderful Annual,

RAY HOPKINS (London): Tom Hopperton's article was much enjoyed with his suming=up of

e reason for the masterly character work in the later Magnets and Gems ~ a fine plece
of writing, 1 also liked the allusion to the Magnet and Gem belng drugs of addiction,
How true that isl Brian Doyl's compilation of the stories In the pre=war B,O.P. Was
full of interest,

Ay Jq BOUTHWAY (South Africa): Being a Wodehouse fan I much enjoyed "Halnly Wrykyn" by
W, J, h, Hubbard, Regarding "The Bunters at Home* by our Roger, Why did he not include
Wally Bunter? Was it because h® was the inventlon of G.R, SamWays? I was walting to
read vhat Roger had to say about Wally, but It didn't materialise,

{Wally Bunter was not an invention of G.R. SBarways, He was a genuine character, It was,
1 think, Mr, Samways, who turned Wally, rather ineredibly, into a formmasters = ED.)

A {Highans Park): A big hend for Mr, C. H. Chapman, Hls new ploture of Billy

er 1s really something, and I am sure that every reader of this superb Annual must
have been highly delighted when they gazed at such a fine portrait of the "Fat OwWl,"
The Annual was a work of art, and deserves the highest praise,

JORN ml%ﬂ (Burton-on=Trent}): Did Charles Hamilton arop Cliften Dane in the post=
war storie n a "Tom Merryls Own" there was a 11st of the §t, Jin's characters, and
n that paticular study there were only listed Glyn and Neble, Cne charaster almost
discarded was that intolerable bore Grundy, for which meny thanks I sayl Canft stand
the chap somehowj
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(In the last year of the Gem and in post=war staries, Chas, Hamilton wisely streamlined
his 1ist of St, Jimts characters and cut away mich of the dead wood, We fully agree
with you about Crundy. = ED.)

ARTHUR CARBIN (Rugby): I 1iked very much the article by Tom Hopperton, He expressed In
words of what I have been thinking for a long time about Charles Hamiltornts crities,
I 1iked the 1ittle tale YBedtime at Morcove®, I[U's z pity we can't have more articles on
Moreove and Cliff House,

STANLEY PACHON (U,8.4.): Hats off to the indefatigable Mre Lofts. 1tts always a
plcasure to read his articless

Eﬂ‘% (Nottingham): I thought the Ghristmas Mumber superb, Just like the thrill
One use get in those far off days when the Double Numbers gleamed on the bockstallse

A A (Stockport): Itfs an Annual to outdo all other Annuals, end the very
professlonal-locking cover is magnificent,

REY K (Brighton): Hany years ago I read a beok entitled "The Crulse of the
E%er;uui.g T cannot reccllect the author?s name, I think there was a sequel to this
gtory.  Does anyone Know of 1t?

JOHN_ARLOTT (Alresford): Meny thanks for such expert commendation of Alan Gibsonts
prografme.,

N_%J%m (hustraliz): Could you tell me If Warren J. Lawson was the veal name of
an author wWho wrote for Triumph in the last few years of that paper? Hls stories were
excellent, but he never wrote for the "Champ fong"

Al BAKER (Caernarvon): I did enjoy "The Editor's Christmas Party® In December C.D.
It was like reading the ®Chat" In the dear \_31\1 Gem,  Mr, Buddle was rplendid,

CHAR 1170 (London): 1f you have not come across 1t, you mey be interested to kiow
a--nt the reference to Frank Richards in the Guinness Book of Records. He is 1isted in
soue detafl as belng the most prol!fically recorded authcr, together with a photograph
which I have not ryself seen previously published,

FARQLD LACK (Northarpton): Of course, I enjoy all the varlous bits «nd pleces In the

al, and maybe it is invidlious to pick out a few of ry favourites, but here goes, 1
1iked the description of Frank Richards Christmas with his relatives, the brief details of
the 1ife of Pictures and Picturegoer (the silent cinema being another of ry interests),
"Bedtime at Morcove? and of course, "Danny's Christoas®, Best of ally though in my
opinien s "Late Summer Folly'. Wonderful, Jast wonderful,

ROBERT BLYME (Dollis Hi1l): Your correspondent Edward Themas (January C.D,) sald 'The
0.B.B,C, would not have been heard of but for Greyfriars, etc,! and added that Sexton -
Blake and Nelson Lee were not good enough to have formed such a cluh, It's rathe”
ermsing to think that if a Nelson Lee enthusiast and a Blake enthusiast had not got
their heads together in the winter of 1947, the London Club would certainly not have
been formed in 1948, and 1f a club had not been started then, who knows when, or even
1f such a Club would have been formed? We all know we owe a lot to Charles Hamilton,
but pay 1 say hupbly that we do not owe the inception of the 0.B,8,C, to him.
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THE_HARD %Vﬂ! BCHOOL %ﬁf CLASSICS

No, STHE HARROVIANS" (Arnold Lunn)

1t would appear that quite a number of hard cover school story "classies" written
in the first 20 = 30 years of this century were concetved under the influence of previous
staries of school 1ife, That the "Harrovians" ingpired Alec Waugh's brilliant story of
sohool 1ife during the 19141918 War = "The Loom of Youth' = s very obyiouss In its
turn, "The Harrovians® was probably an atterpt to present further aspects of school
1ife at Harrow other than those already conveyed by He A. Vachell! s famous story = "The
H{11" which had appeared scme eight years previously.

That the author of "The Harroviang® was aware of his debt to Hre Vachell is shown
n a Dedfeatlon to a friend at the beginning of the bock, in which he points out that
certaln incidents in "The H111" had given parents and particularly mothers, false
irpressions of 1ife at Harrow, .Such conclusions were, of course, quite unwarranted, as
many of the incidents, not only in "The Hi1l" but in his own bock, were quite exceptionaly
for shortOlived relapses confined to one house will oocaslonally occur at any big schools
There 1s also an amusing parody on some of the people and happenings featured in the
"Lords" chapter in Mr. Vachellls books

"The Harrovians® oreated quite a stir at the time of its publication in 1913,

A story of Harrow Bchool in the late #90!s and early 1900's, its presentation of certain
unwelocme facts undoubtedly upset a conservative element among the old boys and certain
other admirers of the school, ThatMr, Lunn had a great love for Harrow however, is plainly
shown In the bock, whiie the popularity of the story can be attested by the fact that by
1926 1t had run into six editions.

. "The Harrovians' is a realistic school story although it 15 written for boys and

13 of 1ts kind one of the finest school yarng ever written, It has not a great deal of
ploty it possibly has some artlstic blunders and it 1s rather shapeless and disconnected,
but it is very true to 1life in detall, There is little sentiment and the book Igavowedly
an attack on the autocracy of athleties then prevalent not only at Harrow, but at many
other public and gramer schools, 1L 18 also rather novel In that 1t 1s entirely written
from a "House" point of view. Z

The story was apparently based on a diary kept by the auther when a boy at HarTows
1t follows therefore, that the hero = Peter OfNelll - is largely Mr, Lunn himselfs

Peter OtNelll is apparently an orphan who has been adopted by a chfldless uncle
and sunt, A typleal Victorian period couple, they give the suthor many amusing
opportunities for admirsble irony and wit, After a short interlude with the hero at
prep school, the scene changes to Harrow and we follow Peter!s career throughout his
six years stay at the school mhere he finishes as Head of his House and a Mdnitor,

The fact that the story 1s based on a diary means that it s written in the first
person, This has resulted in too much attention being centred on the hero who completely
doninates the bock. Hven his friends are 1ittle more than names while IMr, Lee, the
housemaster, whose work behind the scenes the hero gugments as House Captain, s largely
off stage, Indeed he does not mske a personal appearance throughout the entire yarns
The numercus villains are a little too larger-than-life, Admittedly, the bock is a story
of a dusl between the scholars and athletes of a house at Harrow, but one feels at times
g:at Mry Lunn has done less than justice to Cayley and Cadby, the two chief bad hats of

@ yarn,

Mr, Lunn does not, of course, make the bad hats cowards as well as bullles, as that wo
be a technical error. Their prowess at sport is realistic and convincing and we ere
treated Lo a first-olass description of a Harrow football Datch betwsen tho housess The
authors ascount of Cadby's reactions vhen he 1s awarded his First Eleven colours after a
fine century for the School also shows that Mr, Lunn had a brilliant touch of cricket
atmosphere to hand when he cared to use. Nor 15 Peter OtNeill made the perfect heroy
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for he figures as an irritating prig at tines,

The mthor boldly tackles two awkward subjeets for a school story ~ Religion and
Politics, There is a complete chapter concerning a religious meeting crganised at the
school bysme of the boys which the hero attends while there 1s the usual left wing
incident typical of the times, Mr, Lunn, however, never crosses the line which divides
good taste from less pleasant presentation and keep strictly to the path of gquiet,
but efrective reallsm.

When Peter OfNeill leaves Harrow near the close of the story, he enjoys the
personal satisfaction that he has played a considerable pert in bringing sbout reform
in his house, and of knowing that other boys have been carrying out similar work through-
out the schools

The final chapter sees hin return to Harrow as an 0ld Boy scme ten years later,
when he learns that the work has hot been tn vain but has affected a lasting improvement
that 1s sppreciated by more than one generation of new boys.

GRATEFUL THANKS TO YOU

ERIC FAY'E expresses his warm and grateful thanks to Collectors! Digest readers
and to club merbers vho supported "Billy Bunter!s Christmas Circus® during 1ts recent
run et the Queens Theatre, Especial thanks to the 01d Modernians! Association whe
turned up In large numbers on the last day of the show to give 1t such a rousing finale,
In the cruel weather which hit all theatres so hard, Eric Feyne deeply appreclated the
loyalty of his friends which gave real encouragement to the Bunter Company and to
hinself,

WAS IT A COMMERCIAL?

We have just cone by a copy of "Billy Bunter at Butlinfs", resplendent with a
special Butlin's dust~jacket and with an intericr advertisement for the camps, We Imag=
fne that 1t was probably purchased at one of the CAIpSs

When this story was reviewed in Collectors! Digest, our reviewer, not unnaturally,
sugge~. ! vhat It was written with advertising Intentions, It will be recalled that it
appeareu. :aannounced, between the two nornal Bunter books of the year in question,

In a letter to the Digest, Frank Richards denied that the story was written with
any advertising tie-up. IT would seem that the Heliday Camps have noted its possibili-
tles since.

COMICALITIES Tony G

A series of conic papers which seems to be neglected by the collecting fraternity
{s that fron the Dundee firm of D, C, Themson, Thls company did not enter the comic
paper field until the 1ate 19307s, although lts famous string of boys! papers dated from
early in the previcus decade,

I well remenber the arrival of the first Thouson conmic, the Dandy, In 1938, It was
of the same format as the company!s boys! nagazines, its price was 2d and {ts cover fea=
tured Korky the Cat, 2s it does to this day, The clients seemed to get thelr money's
werth in the Dandy and 1 remember that one of my ficst reactions was to feel that the
paper appeared to be orarmed with material, BStories alternated with comic strips, each
story taking a double spread of letterpress.

Lined up in the first issue were an odd agsortment of characters, some of whom .
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In 1963, with snow overhead, frost in the air, and lce underfoot, we have looked

back to a wintry set of pletures from an old comic paper. This is how Lot~0~Fun
saw the winter of about 50 years-agoe

survive In the Dandy, Cffhand, I recall Hungry Horace, one of the Bunterite tribe of grub=
grabbers; Keyhole Kate, the skinny femele Peeping Tom; Freddle the Fearless Fly; Desperate
Dan, the coybay of fantastic strengthy Bammey Boko, vhose nose was as long as a barge pole
and Bamboo Town, an animal item of the order of Casey Court, with most of the action saking
place in a single large panel, Another character Was Invisible Dick, appearing in conic
strip form, although he was an old timer, having appeared in stories in the Thomson boys'
magazines early in the 1920's, There was also an adventure strip dealing with a Canadlan
mount ie who used a boomerang, (The Dundee school was always an anthropologist!s delight
when 1t came to mixing cultural products, If the hero had belonged to the Australian
police, he would no doubt have fought crime with an Eskimo harpoon,) Then there was Our
Oang, based on the famous Hal Roach comedy films. Among the stories, I recall one about a
boy who omned a magle plece of stringj one about a brother and sister who were on the run
from a Dotheboys Hall style and Wild Toung Dirky, who was a one-boy, post-Cullode
guerilla arty against the hated redcoats occupying Beotland, How many young Bagsenachs, 1
wender, have been won over to the banner of the beany prince through Thomsen yarns of this

m‘smne time later, the second Thomson comic, the Beano, appeared, It was of the same
small format as the Dendy, a size now becoming familiar in the comle paper werld, for the
amated Press launched "Radic Fun® and "Enock Outt sbout this period, although thelr
famed "F1ln Fun® was a long established small format publication. The Beanofs front page
featured Big Eggo a conic ostrich, Early comic characters included Lord Sncoty and his
Pals, Wee Peem, Pansy Potter, the Strong Mants Danghter and Tin—Can Tomy, the clockwork b
For many youngsters of that generation, these and other Dandy and Beano cherackers
were to be the compenions of the fortheoming war, for both papers survived the conflicty
earing alternately on a fortnight. 1s through the er sho e years.
i T e PRty volch sppeared on The Gve of the wery did
8y Wi this copic in an exchange (cont?d pe32)es
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The latest novels

Sexton Blake Today ="

AMGER AT WORLD!S END:  8,B.Ly 5154 EGHOND RETD

The editor Inforped me that this novel is an adaptation of an original novel by
John Newton Chanoe better known to 8,B, readers as John

In the capable hands of Desmond Reld the novel retains its rrestmeu and excellence,
holding its ovm with the best of modern science fiction. This s a true spine=chiller,
a book f1lled with terror and foreboding caused by Evil which has lived on long after
those vho ereated 1t have perished, An excellent plece of writing, the novel has pace
and excltement coupled with geod characterisatlion, macabre Incidents, and a strong Blake
facing death at every moment, endeavouring by sheer will=power to conquer the community
of Worldts End plus one Professor Ballantyne = research scientist,

TH IN MARTIN
SISLL DOSE: S.B.L Noy 516 Tors

hn excellent novel featuring Blake, Paula and
Tinker = an ntelligent, quick-acting Tinker
playing the star role for a chenges

Bet in California, the book retains all the
characteristics of first class English detective
fiction with the glamorous setting of Hollywood,
f1lm stars, etc,, kept as a background to violence
and the evil of deliberately induced drug sddiction,

Well written, with a sound, carefully
developed plot ond skilful portreysl of all the
main characters but particularly those of Bloke,
Paula, Tninker, Olscn and Zeitsmannj this is a
tough thriller which all Bloke fans should enjoye
& blend of sadism and deduction, the book has a
surprise ending vhich ghould Interest even the
sternest SeByLe Mtlc.

The next Sexton aldm ncmis, w aale in nid-February,
will be: "THE IMPOSTOR" By'Philip Chambers and Howard
Boker, "The BLAYING OF JULIAN SUMMERS® by Richard
Willlens,

-

(contéd from p, 3ies Of letters some tine ago, tells me it ren for 80 issues from 1939 |
until 1941, Although I read it frequently, I find I cannot recall the name of a single
a;arqum- ln the Maglo Conioc, Even the character on the coloured front page has eluded ry '
merorys » however, recall a strip dealing with a bay who owned a set of magic pipes °
which coul.c nrlng sf.ab.lea to 1ife and I remepber that a comical sowboy caverted on

back covers

Duplicated by York Duplicating Bervices, 12a The Shambles, York,



