t

MAH 1963
DIGES
ik 'WA r

o e

.

w1 Neiqs

/ : ’S
e
gr
E
[ |
i
(=
=

fanal ;_5}#-“




Page 2

FOR

SALE

BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTRIX OF THE
LATE BILL MAKTIN'S LIFE-TIME OOLIHJ'.EIONV
OF OLD BOIS" BOOKS

LOT 1 - Offers requested for 22
Bound Volumes of Gems. Also 4
unbound volumes - this comprises
complete Nos. 1 to 776 inclusive.
This collection is unique.

10T 4 - Offers requested for

early series MARVELS, over
350 loose copies having
serial nos, below 500,

LOT 2 - Offers requested for
MAGNETS over 450 loose copies
having serial nos. below 500,

10T 3 - Offers requested for
MAGHETS over 175, loose copies
having serial nos. above 1000.

10T 5 - Offers requested for
1d new series MARVELS, over
225 copies, having serial
nos, below 250.

10T 6 - POPULARS, 60 copies
cnmpnsmg 14, "Id and 2d
issues., Price £5.

gnod cellection,

EXECUTRIX -

NOTE - LOtsﬂlﬂndEfurma.hasu.sfora

POSTAL OFFERS ONLY AT THIS STAGE.

* % ¥ # %

Mrs. I. Carpenter,
230, Watford Road,
Harrow,
Midaxz.




Collectors’ Divest

HERBERT LECKENBY

Vol, 17 Number 195 MARCH, 1963 Price 2s, 0Od.

EDITOR CHATS WITH HIS READERS

BY ANY QQ;E NAME
t Is something of a paradox that COLLECTORS!

DIGEST wastes 1ts ewn time. And before loyal readers
send up a storm of protest which echces from Wick to
Sydney Harbour let me explaln that I am merely referring
to the much loved title of our magazinee

This title suggests that we cater for collectors,
but in no way does it show in which direction our im
terests lie. And the number of things which are
collected by members of the general public are varied, amusing, amazing = and large in
Quantity,

On an average 1 recelve four letters every week of the year from people who have
come aoross our name, but who have no Hea of what our movement 1s, Usually they have
something to sell; sometimes they merely write for advice. They have found the name
COLLECTORST DIGEST in one of the yearly lists of British publications, So they write —
while others telephone. I can't blame them. Our title has misled them,

This week, fcr instance, I have had levters from (a) a man in Sandwich who wishes
to dispose of a collection of medel soldiersy (b) a lady of Nerwich who sollects dolls
of all countries; {(c) a man in Wales who collects the title headings of newspapers and
who jossesses two thousand differedt ones; (d) a lady of Chelmsford who has a florin
which left the Mint with a bubble in the middle so {t split down the centre, Plus a
telephone call frem a lady With a vast collecticn of beer mats,

Sometimes the letter-writers enclose a stamped addressed envelope; sometimes
they den'ty but courtesy demands that they be sent a reply to explain to them what
the interests of C.D. readers are, An average of four letters a week. That is, two
hundred letters a year on subjects nothing at all to do with our hobby, And, to my
dismay , the number shows signs of Inereasing,

Plenty of Digest readers, of course, have other hobbles eside that cf collecting
or taking an interest in old pspers, They often refer to these other hobbles in thelir
letters to me, and I am glad that they do, I find the Information they give me of very
great interest,
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Readers Robert Ramgtorne of Preston anc Vera Nicholls of Leeds have the fascinating
and charming hobby of collenting Valentines, Mr, Rawstcrne, In fact, has the largest
and most valuable collection of Valentines !n the country, some of them oVer one hundréd
years old, Plenty of our readers are interested In tramway lere, and collect pictures of
trams of all shepes and sizes. 1 do myself.

But chatty, interesting details of cther hebbles which are sent me by my omn readers
are quite different from the hundreds of Ietters which come from folk who have come
across our name and are merely seeking frve advice o free advertisement,

The only escape from the time-wasting of the uninitlated would be to change our
pame, and I muist make it clear that I am not considering doing this. The good old Digest
1s loved by 1cyal readers all over the world, and to abandon cur nare would almost break
many hearts, Bo there is no solutlon, 1 just go on being courteous and as kind as
possible to those who write and offer me a Louls Quinze snuffbox at the sacrificlal price

of

.

However, purely as a matter of Interest, I invite readers to don their thinking-
caps and invent a name which they think would be suitable for our magazine, making our
activities clear yet avoiding ambiguily, Jot your suggested name on a postcard or a
shest of paper, with your name and address, end send it to me, You wontt find your
suggest fon adopted, but you may win, for your own 1ibrery, one of the two or three book
prizes to be awarded for the most apt, witty, amsing or captivating suggessions,
€losing date = March 17th,

BACK T _MONTH
femand for mere Slade remains unabated, Therefore I am pleased to announce
that a story of Slade will be one of the features In cur next packed issue, The story

{5 entitled "MR, CRAYFCRD PASSES BY®, and It relates another adventure of Mr. Buddle
and Meredith in peaceful, scholarly surrcundings,
THE EDITOR,

TOMN_AND AROWND

T.¥, personality, Derek Cooper, had a watehing brief at cur London Club Meeting at
putney on February 17th. The following day he made a brief appearance In the B.B.C. T.V.
programme Town and Around, and spoke of his first visit to the 0,B,B.C, His comments
were pleasantly made, even though he seemed to have that Inevitable astonishment at the
way some folks pass thelr spare time, He spoke with genial warmth of some of the old
gtorles, though his reference to the old stary papers as "comics" made the viewer wonder
whether he knem very mch about them,

g_%_yg = 75 Hodern Boys (1928-39); 50 The Thriller (1929-39); 30 Young Bricains (1919-

T 28 Boys Realms (1906~28); 19 Dreaduoughts (1913-143; 17 Boys Friend Libraries

(1912=17)3 15 Union Jacks (1920-25); 9 Sexton Blake Libraries (192439); 60 Unien
Jacks without Detective Supplements (1922-27); L4 Crums Annuals (1923, 1925, 1927, 193C)
8.AE. Offers to J, KING, 5 WHITE HART LANE, LONDO 2,

WANTED: Boys Friends (Rockwood series). Good conditien,
18 EE

% 1923 = 1925 Gans for Magnet L1,
W . FAIRFIELD ROAD, TRANMERE, BIRKENHEAD.

WANTED ~ King of the Islands
‘and Rlo Kid Boys Friend
Librartes,

HANGER , 10 PARK BQUARE,
NORTHAMPTON,




Boor

Once more the gun boomed cut over the stermeswept sea, as the junlors of oreyfriars
came out upcn the open shore. The fishing village of Pegg was upen their right, CLIff
House Scheol on their left, and away to the end of the bay loomed up the gigantic oliff
known as the Ehoulder, The sand was erumpling under the heavy billows that rolled in
and broke on the rocks, Lanterns gleamed by the shore, where a group of fisherfolk and
coastguards had gathered, The juniors joined the crowd of them, unncticed in the excite-
ment, There Was no lifeboat at Pegg, and in such a sea no boat could have 1lived, Far
out on the black waters lights were dancing and dodging, showing the position of the
hapless vessel,

"ghe!s doomed}” sald Bob Cherry, In a hushed volce,

That's a wonderful bit from a wonderful story = "A Son of the Sea" , the first
story In the Hagnet this month,

I was_in luck. At school we had to do an essay on a shipwreck for homework, and

I oribbed all of it out of "A Son of the Sea" though I adapterated It to sult my own
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convenfence,

For instance, I made It "She's doomedl" sald a boy who was watching, My form
master, Mr, Scatterby (we call him Seatterbags® or just "Scatty®) gave me 9 out of 10
for it, and says he will expect big things frem me in the future, But he's quite silly,
I lost the one mark because, he sald, "N¢ boys would use the word docmedt, You
hear that on the stage,” I forgot myself and salds "Well, Bob Cherry sald It4® Secatty
asked who Bob Cherry was, and I sald "A friend of mine," which is quite true,

Jessie buys O1d Moore's Almanack, and 01d Mocre is often right, For this month
he said "There will be great excitement in certaln spots," He was right, Early in
March I went dovn with chickenpox, I didn't feel very bad except before the spots came
outy and I had to stay In bed for a few days with a log fire In ry bedroom, I was able
to read md read,

Excitement] Tons of it in the Magnet and the Gem which have had scme lovely
staries,

"4 Ben of the Sea” was dellofous, Harry Wharton saved a by from the wreck, and
he turned out to be Con Fitzpatrick, on his way to scheol at Greyfriars, He didnft want
to go to Creyfriars; he wanted to be a saflary and in the end of the story he ran
awsy L0 seae

Next week the Magnet gave "The Caplain's Minor® in which Jack Wingate came to
Greyfriars., In the Greyfriars Gallery in this issue there were pietures of three Grey-
friars boys, Treluce, Ionides and Carberry. I had never heard of any of them, and I
mentioned this to Doug as he sat by ry bed and ate all my bananas cne after the other,
Doug sald: "They belong te the class of the gone but not fergotten,® I sald: "Yes,
1ike my bananasi®

The next Magnet wag "Bob Cherry?s Secret” In which a new football-coach named
Yorke came Lo Greyfriars, He was Peally a rascal named Peaul Tyrrell, and he was Bob's
cousing

In this Issue there was a plcture of Greyfriars, It reminded me a bit of the
€rystal Palace, but 1t was a nice picture,

Next, another sea story: "Chums Afloat” , The Bounder dared Harry Wharten and
Bob to row out to the Shoulder one dark night, They tried it, and got carrled away and
picked up by a ship called the Spéndrift, It was a story of murder, and mutiny and
mayhem, 1 denft really know what mayhem is, but Doug says it always gces with murder
and mutiny.

Lastly "The Bchoolboy Conjurer® in which a very Jolly new chap called 0llver Kipps
came to Creyiriarse

What a grand month in the Magnetl Fancy any man being sble to write all those
marvellous long tales in one month,

The suffragetles have been making things tum this month, One evening, early in
March, they went round the West End of London smashing shop windows. They did nearly
£5000-worth of damage. Harredfs had their window pulverised, Dad says 1t's shock Ing,
but Mum keeps casting sly glances at the bricks on the rockery in the garden,

While I was 111 I Wasn't allowed to see my friends, but Lindsay, whose father 1s
a Bexton Blake expert, brought the Unfon Jack every week, There have been a lot of
stories lately about Yvonne, a very shapely ledy, Doug liked them a lot. The Easter
Double Number of the Union Jack had an 80,000-word story about a new crock, Dr, Huxton
Rymer, 1 got a bit bogged down with it, which Doug says was due to my immature mind,
Very insulting)

One evening Dad brought me "Fun and Fiotion"y The stories were fearfully far=
fetched, and one of them called "Judith Hate" was sbout & wicked adventuress rather
1ike Yvonne, I must say that I 1iked this paper,

One Saturday, the P & O liner 'Oceana" was in collision off Newhaven, A tug
managed to get It in tow for a while, but eventually the liner heeled over and sank,

Towards the end of the month, while I was still spotty but able to go cut, Mum
took me to Kensington Palace where we saw the King open the new London Museum, Its
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purpose 18 to provide a home for relics of old London and Lendon 1ife,

Deug end a pal of his, Wobbly Defrayne, went to the Vaudeville Theatre to see H.G.
Wellls "Kipps", It Was a scream to hear them talk sbout it afterwards. Doug sald that
the story had been vulgarised and recduced to the level of farce, and Wobbly, Very pompous,
sald "Vanished s the simple soul of Kippsi" When I asked them if they had swallowed
dicticnaries, Doug sald "Tha%® 1little horror wants bootingl® - meaning me,

A lovely nonth In the Gem, The boy who was "Ashamed of his Name" was Guy Vavasours
His real name was Peter Smith and his father kept the Vavasour Ams, But it was a very
good story, and Vavasour turned out to be a good chap in the end,

"The Last Hope" was grand. Tom Merry lent Cutis the sports funds, and Cutts refused
to pay 1% back., Tom managed to get the money be wrestling in a cirous,

"ghoulder to Shoulder® was another lovely story about Mr, Selby end Wally, Tom
Merry and Gussy told some white lies and felt very black, Lastly, "Hidden Treasure at Sta
Jim's vhich was not quite so good as the other three, but amusing and exciting in partss

A new gerlal called "Sir Billy of Creyhouse® by Warren Bell has just started In the
Gemy

In Doug's "Cheer, 3oys Cheer® there is a competition in which the prize is a free
passoge to Canada, with £5 to spend when you get there, Doug says the editor dosentt in=
tend you t¢ paint the town red.

The Boat Race took place = nearly = cn March 30th, The water was rough and the
Cambridge boat sank, The race will be rowed early In April,

My spots haven't quite all gone even yet, and I'm very much afraid that ny Headmaster
won't let me go back to school yet, I hopes

A . . :

THE "MAGNET LIBRARY PORTRAIT CALLERY.

EDITORIAL NOTE: When the above characters sppeared in the Magnet in the Greyfriars
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Gallery in Mareh 1913, many readers must have been puzzleds All were from the hazy
backwoocds of Greyfriars, Carberry was a prefect who had been expelled long before,
Ionides had been an effeminate Greek prefect and had long disappeared from the stories,
He was an interesting character in the early Magnet and one wonders why he was dropped.
Treluce was still at Greyfriars, but never more than dead wood.

VALENTINE FOR MEREDITH

At the Digest office, on Bt, Valentine's Day, arrived a Valentine addressed to
Magter Cedric Meredith, Blade College, Before re-addressing it to Meredith at Blme. we
could not resist taking a peep at 1t, The card was s and 1% ¢ the
following verse:

The Famous Five are pure and fine,
With them, we could not mix or dine,
Far more to us you do appeal,

We lcve it when you act the heel,

Ton Merry's mob are good end straight,
With them we know we'd never ratej
Their uprightness has brought them famg =
We'd socner have your type uf game,
So keep on rageing Mre Be,

Right through this :ear of 635

We love it when you act the swine,

B0 won't you be our Valentine?

The card was signed as from "The Belles of 8t, Lillan's', We are not certain
whether Mr, Buddle supervises the letters received by his pupils, Certainly Mr, Que!
would have a few questions to ask Master Cedric Meredith concerning the Belles of Bt,
Lilian's,

J.t.'amr rate, the Belles may be pleased to know that Meredith will be Back In
Collectorst Digest next month in a brand new story of Slade entitled "MR, CRAYFCRD
PASSES BY,"

R, PHILIP SWINNERTIN

Mr, Philip Swinnerten, former editor of the childrents paper Chick's Own and brother
of Mr, Fronk Swinnerton, the author, died fn a London hospital. He was B3,

He began his working 1ife as an apprentice lithographer with Eyre and Spettiswoode
Ltd., and then began to draw for Harmsworth periodicals, like Comic Cuts and Chips, He
did the front pages far both these papers and also drew the Weary Willle and Tired Tim
series,

Arter the First World War Swinnerton was concerned in the creation of Rupert the
Chick, the chief character in Chick!s Own and was for a long time {ts editor,

Eater he werked both as a commerclal artist and as a journalist for other
Amslgamated Press papers, Ineluding Rover and Boys! Omn, He also did serious {llustra—
tions for magazine articles,

He was with the Amalgamated Bress for 45 years and continued his assoclation after
his retirement until he was
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BLAKIANA

Conducted By JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 27 Archdale Road, Bast
Dulwich, London, S.E. 22,

NEWS OF OLD AUTHORS
By Bill Lofts

Whilst cn the South Coast recently, I met a former editor of THE
DETECTIVE WEEKLY. During a discussion about the 'thirties he gave me
the following information on cld Blake authors, which will be of in-
terest to all.

LEWIS JACKSON

Readers will be sorry to learn that this popular author died a
few years ago in the Brighton area.

Real name JACK LEWIS, he wrote 44 stories for the S.B.L. and 40
for the Union Jack, his most famous creation being Leon Kestrel, the
Master Mummer.

I saw him once many years ago in Fleet -Street, but was not able
to speak to him as he was with a group of editors. He was 2 big man,
with features similar to the late Sydney Greenstreet.

T have been told that he was more than a useful cricketer in his
younger days, and that he hnd a younger brother who, until recently,
was on editor on one of the women's papers. '

"ewis Jackson" started writing before the first World War — on
a woman's paper. Later he wrote for nearly all the Harmsworth papers
of that period.

In 1914 he started free-lancing, and after serving with the Roya]
navy in the 1914-18 war he returned to turn out stories by the hundred
including school stories for the RAINBOW. He also wrote under the pen:
name of "Stephen Hood."

GEORGE E, ROCHESTER
As many readers will remember, it was my pleasure to meet Mr,
Rochester a few years ago. (A full report of this meeting appeared in




Page 10

¢.D.) Although not primerily a Blake writer, George E. Rochester did
pen a few stories for the 5.B.L. and Detective Weekly.

Writing women's fiction in recent years, he unfortunately suffered
a stroke early in 1962 which left him partly paralysed and wnable to
carry on with his writing. A short while ago he left for the U.S.A.

40 live with his daughter,

A fine writer of flying stories, G. E. Rochester wrote about many
of his personal experiences whilst serving as an officer in World War
One, when he was shot down over enemy lines.

A1l readers will join me in wishing Mr, Rochester a full re-
covery.

HARRY BLYTH, Jnr.

One of my most memorable events was meeting the son of the
creator of Sexton Blake at Broadstairs. At that time over 80 years cf
age, Mr. Blyth gave me a lot of information about his father - the
famous "Hal Meredith" who died long ago.

Calling at his house again recently, I was most sorry to learn
that he had died.

I shall always remember him with gratitude for his kindness in
supplying me with some of the most important information in the history
of Sexton Blake,

"DAVIES"

Second series S.B.L. No. 231 "The Warehouse Murder" in which an
Inspector Craig was featured, has been credited in official records
as being by an individual named Davies,

As reported in C.D. Annual, 1959, nothing was known about this
writer. It was therefore with some excitement that, thanks to the
editor of the S.B.L., Mr. W. Howard Baker, I learned the identity of
this author. He seems a most interesting person, his knowledge and
interest in old Blake affairs being almost on a par with our own
experts.

A full report will appear in Blakiana shortly.

LIEE I RN A

ARGUMENT
By E. C. Carter

I fail to see Walter Webb's reascning on the list of Sexton
Biske authors. I agree entirely with Josie Packman, Credit must be
given to the author whose name is on the liats and who has been paid
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for the work. The A.P. would only pay for work submitted once, not
twice.

Ls I said before if Brooks wanted to write under ancther name
he surely would take one entirely different, Does Walter doubt the
existence of L.H, Brooks at all? Bill Lofts mentions in cne of his
articles that he died in tragic circumstances many years agoe

If we are going to doubt records then all our CONPOSETS, authors
and poets are in doubt as to what they wrote. Shades of De Vere and
Shakespeare! :

Tt is always not possible to judge an author by his style; even
the experts on Hamiltonie hrve been out at times. The article that
Jomn Shaw wrote years ago, on the spurious writers has been found
wrong in places.

Tuke No. 5 of the Sexton Blake Library "Midst Balkan Perils"
featuring Laban Creed. Now we know the style is Murray Graydon's
and Creed was one of his creators. Brooks is given the credit for the
story, Perhaps some of these were a joint effort, one author sub-
mitting a plot to another and being assisted in the writing. The eash
then may be divided. But then Brooks must be accepted as the author
although the style is not his. We had instances of one author re—
writing stories, Would he get a fee for this?

Stanton Hope once told me he was the only author on the A.P.
staff who got paid for the same work twice.

One can distinguish between the style of the two Graydon's at
once, but can the style of E. J. Murray (Sydney Drew) and Andrew Murra]
be picked every time? They wrote in the same period which makes it
all the harder,

I shall rely on the official lists for my irformation and dis-
regard all the "so called experts" on this topic.

* ¥ ¥ X ¥ ¥

On Saturday, February 17th, 1945, on the bock page of the "Daily Telegraph', Bydne]
fustralia, In the "Mystery of the Week® section, appeared the review of Collinst Crime
Club Novel "Greenmask® by J. Jefferscn Farjeon. Written by "Dr, Watson, Junior® the
review article was entitled "Flashback to Bexton Blake,"

1 remembered this review article with considersble interest and years having
passed, thought I would 1ike to read it again. Alasl 1 did not have a copy of the pape
nor could I buy oné. However, I visited the Public Library near the Botanical Gardens
in Sydney and having requested the Livrarian to glve pe access to the file copYy I
lsboricusly copied out the review article, Here 1t Is tor your interest and enjoyments
You won!t necessarily agree with the views expressed. Rlight, Send your comments to
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Blakiana. They will provide good copy for future Issues,

“0reenmask" Is a strange return to the old type of detective rystery - a highwayman
ghost In a castle, sinister vaudeville villains at a haunted inn, buried treasure and
bodies bobbing in & mountain stream,

Like old=time melodrama, there 13 always something disarming about these detective
stories, which recall boyhood adventures of Sexton Blake (rightly cescribed by Dorothy
Bayers In her classic "Monograph on Murder and Detection® 1928, as "the nearest modern
approach to a natlonal folk lore, concelved as the centre for a cycle of loosely- ¥
ecnnected romances in the <rthurian manner), (The scholar will recall, however, Mistress
8ayers! error in deseribing the Blake-Tinker bloodhound, Pedro, as a bulldeg,)

In the Farjecn and Blake detection tradition, energy is more Important than deduct- ‘-z
ion, courage than Intelligence, billet~shots than clues,

Accordingly, the Identity of the ghost in "Greenmask" is so cbvious, that the most
fnnocent Eigh Church curate could name him with easy assurance before chapter 10.

411 the Farjeon villains, alsc, are of the same pattern it more anaemic than
those celebrated Sexton Blake rogues = horrible Mr, Recce, acrobatic Walde the Wonderman,
imperturbable Mr. John Smith.

Blakefs assistant, Tinker, would have shown in the "Unfon Jack" the same blending
#f boldness and stupldity as does Farjeon's amateur investigator in "Greenmask,”

However, it is well o remember that Tinker must be now In his sixties, Blake is
at least 80, or 11 years younger than Holmes - sufficient answer to the blasphemers who
have hinted that Blake was a naturel son of Holmes and Irene Adler (see "Scme reflections
on the sex 1ife of Sherlock Holmes" by Aldous Huxley, Carbridge Press 1923).

According o the Sexton Blske Annual (19l1), Blske and Tinker were in Sydney for the
150th celebrations, vhen Blake solved the curlous mystery of the "Sundowner!s Secret®
invelving a murder at a strange goldfield in the heart of the Mallee,

The old fellow had remained very fit; elthough in his seventles he was able to use
his fists, halt two maddened bolting horses, vault a five-barred gate, swim the Harbour ‘o
from Pinchgut to Kirribillf in & rainstorm, and run two miles in record time,

Holmes, 11 years older, and suffering from rheumatism and the Inevitable effects
of his early drug taking habits, 1s In vastly inferiar physical condition.

FROM THE HE/SACENT!S CORNER

In the article "Let®s Be Controversial About Sexton Blake® (February C,D.) the news—
agent gets the blape for the fact that you do not see the 5,B,L, ¢n display In many shops,
so 1 think this 1s a good time to put forward a few facts,

The main fact is that there is 1little or no demand for 5.8.L. from the casual reader,
most of them go to regular readers, I spesk from fourteen years experience as a retafl
newsagent, and of course as a keen reader of the Library. I have always kept a good dis=
play of the Library, but despite displaying them among the general paperbacks, with the
ome;l],[brm-.leu and, with the weekly and monthly magazines, I am afrald it did not help
the salese

The second fact s that there 1s no help from the publishers In the wey of advert— M
ising in the general press or even in the trade guide, -

The third fact is that most casual readers prefer to pay 2/6 cr /6 for a bock, as
they seem to think the more you pay the better the stary, a fact bofne ctk by the fact that
when Corgl published Jack Trevor Story!s "Mix Me A Person® we sold all our Inftial order

out in three days, and yet we couldn't sell one extra copy of it when It appeared as
*Nine 01Clock Shadow® (S.B.L. No, LO7).
The newsagent like everyone else is only trying to make a living and any magazine
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he has left are a complete loss. If he had one copy of each popular meekly ana menthly
magazine left on his hands he would lose over eleven pounds a month, which means he has
to sell over forty=four poundswerth of mags a month before he can even start to make
encugh to pay rent, wages, ete,, and of course there are also the daily papers he has
left as well,

If r;he‘Fleecway Press were to do some advertising to help the newsagent, they woulc
rind him only too pleased to give the Libraries a good display.

EDET_QQI% NOTE - We did not blame the newsagents, except those who gave cut the absurd
ormation that the 8.B.L. had ceased publication. Clearly the distributors are at
tault, We repeat our sontenticn that elreulation can never build up unless the S§,B.L. 1
on ghow to attract the casual purcheser who may well become a regular reader. The
solution 1s an arrangement for a month ar two during whieh time newsagents can take the
S.8,L. on sale ¢r return, Surely such a plan could be operative.

LET!S BE CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT SEXTON BLAKE

One after the other they have gone, The latest to disappear s XNOCKOUT. Slowly,
but with deadly persistence, the pre-war papers have been killed off, Count up how many
of the ruch leved, grand old titles have vanished In the past few years, are we to bells
that the support for the old papers Was not so great as for the new? Cr is it the polie
of the publishers to sweep away every link with the old A.P, days?

Sc KNCCKOUT has gene. One, at present, is left = SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY. In trying
to save It, are we, metaphorically, trylng to batter down a solid brick wall by butting
with our heads?

In my view, the only thing which has kept the famous Library alive till now 1s the
hope that Sexton Blake might appear in a television series. That would have given Blake
a glgantie new lease of life, But it has never materialised.

Martin Thomas, thi famous writer of Blake stories, has some extremely apt comments
to meke cn this matter. He writes:

"One must assume that the project wes dropped because of a lack of interest by the
American market, which prefers an American hero tc a British., "The Saint" had, cf cours
alresdy been Americaniased. It 1s possible that the Americans preferred to cozy the Blal
soga with 77 Sunset Strip" rather than to import the original, 8¢ we have the B,B.C.
boosting a French detective, and I,T.V. boosting american detectives and Americanised
#British" characters, such as the Americenised Scotland Yard of "The Pursuers" znd the
Americanised "Ghost Squad®, Lockhart end Steed of "The Avengers® are about the only
T.V. detectives who make no concession to the American taste and market.”

In my own views, Mr. Thomas has squarely hit the nail on the head. He might have
added the Americanised Mark Sabre stories, such as they were, I have long regarded "The
Avengers" as the most delightful thriller programme on television today, Clean as a new
piny full of knuekout thrills and intriguing mystery, they are as British as Nelson's
colurm, "Steed® 1s the perfect British detective, and when "Cathie Gale" appears In the
steries, played by the Incomparable Honor Blackman, we have a wonderful eombinations EV
week, without fail, as "The Avengers® ends, accompanied bY Dankworth!s fascinating theme
music, I sey to those around me: "Real good old Bexton Blske.," And when does this fine
British thriller appear on television? For a long time It was Televised cn Saturdays,
starting et twenty minutes to eleven at night. At present it comes on SBundays starting
at twenty minutes to eleven at night. The perfect show for youngsters, or for the young
in heart of all ages — and it comes cn when most people are toddling off to bed, Could
a nything be more utterly absurd,

Onoz agaln Collectors' Digest appeals to all Its readers everywhere to back up the
Bexton Blake Library, Order it from your newsagent, for, the distributicn system belng
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vhat it 1s, you are unlikely to see It in the shops. For overseas readers, send your
orders aleng to us, and we will bock a subseription for you.

1t 1s surely worth while to make big efferts to save this grend old British pericdicel.
It will cost you 2/= per month = the equivalent of 9 cigarettes, e mey be hitting our
heads against a brick wall, but 1f the end comes we shall know how the lands 1lies = and,
what 1s more important, we shall know that we have done our best,

FOR_EXCHRNGE - I will glve near nint Schoolbcys Ovn Libs. Nose 14 25 3, 5y 6 74 8, 12,

1;, 15, 215 22, 23, 255 26y 29, 30. 31, 33, 3bs 37, 38, L0, U3, K5, 16, 17, 50, 51, 55,
69. 70, Ta 72, 735 755 76, 78. 79, 80, 83, 87, 88, B9, 90, 9, 93, 95, 9?- %8,

99, 100, 101, 102, 105 107, 110, 111, 112, 115, 116, 121, 123, 12l, 125, 126, 127,

130, 131, 132, 133, ?ﬂh 135. 140, 142, 143, 10k, 145, 146, 1!;7. 118, 1524 1534 154, 155,

158, 1594 16l 166, 171, 173. 175, 189, 198, 193, 266, 293, 295, 298,325, 335, 3U1, 341,

350, 368, 37l, 383, LO7 at a generous rate gt exchange for any of the following wanted

1tems =

NELSON LEE LIBRARY (urigznal Series) Nos. 11, 16, 19, 235 274 31, 33, 32, 36, 30, U7,

53, 5y 6liy Thy 1334

UNION JACKS (pubnahad after 1905) Nos. B0, 100, 113, 12k, 126, 310, 358, 186, U3, 96,

3ls 5129 52, 54 536, 551, 560, 56y 565, 617, 618, €55, 666, 672, GET, 630, 70U,

& INIOH JACKS (puhll.shed before 1905) Noss 194y 250, 261, 283, 285, 299, 336, 3k, 356,

360, 361, %5, 366, 367, 3105 311, 313, 375, 400, U11, 420,

mﬁms Nos, 278, 279, 33, 359, 360, 3615 365y 39y 371, 312, 36, 5T1s 379, 31, 32,

»

Li3, LBS.
B.F.La 15{ series les, 105, 229, 429, W33, Th9. B.F,L. 2nd series No, 515.
I will pay high cash price for wanted items If you prefer,
V.E. COLBY, 8 BERESFORD AVENUE, BEVERLY HILLS, N.S.W., AUSTRALILA.

% Nelgen Lee Librerfes, first, second and third new series. 01d series No, 488.

2 ®Ezra Quirke" series Schoolboys Own and Boys Friend Libreries (St Frank!s only)
Collecters' Digests 1 = 38, 75, 7%. All to be In first class condition, Fullest detalls
including price and serial numbers to

mmh.N PRAGIELL, 33 BRAE S‘I‘REZT, LIVERPOCL, Ts

WANTED -~ Magnets Nos. 11901209 (inel.) 1212, 1303, 1307, 1317-1350 (incl.) 1&31, 1510,
% ]1. W, RICHARDSON, TOLWORTH JUNIOR BOYS'! SCHOOL. DOUGLAS ROAD, TOLWORTH

mmm Collectcrs' Digest Annual for 1960,
E{TFmE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY,

FOR_SALE = Bound volume oontaining 13 Magnets between Noa 1515 and No, 15403 17 Cens
Detween No, 1507 and No, 15423 Gem No, 603. 30 copies in all, In one volume,
Excellent condition, &4 158,

Bound volume containing 27 Gems between Mo, 1557 and Ne, 1596, lovely coples, &3 15s.
Postage extra in both cases. B.i.E. first, please,

ERIC FLYNE, EXCELSIOR HCUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, BURREY.

FOR OR_EXCHANGE = Magnets, Gems, Nelson Lees, BJF,L., 8.0.L., Unfon Jacks, etc.,
Bend your wants Tists,
VERNON LAY, 52 OAKLEIGH GARDENS, WHETSTONE, LONDON, N.20,
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HAMILTONIANA

LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL
Ko, 65, THE FOUR HORSEMEN

We all hnd our likes and dislikes among the various types of
stories. A student of character might get a comprehensive knowledge
of us - of our intelligence and our personalities — if he could glean
from us particulars of our tastes in the old stories.

Tom Hopperton disliked stories of missing heirs, of ventriloquism
and of impersonators. He should then, like St. Jim's better than Grey-
friars or Rookwood, for the Gem presented much less of that sort of
thing, Offhand, I cannot remember any missing heir story in the Gem.
There were plenty at Greyfriars and Rookwood. It is difficult to de-
cide which was the best of them. The Mornington-'Erbert series was may
be the most charming and touching, though it often fringed cn melodrama
and today there is a scent of old lavender about it. The Flip series i:
memorable for the affection which the little waif hed for Billy Bunter,
It contained so many first-class tales.

I never cared for the Skip series. It was typical of the latterday
Magnet and had its moments. It was written with great competence even
though, for me, it lacked something which some of the earlier series
had possessed,

I think that, possibly, Tom Hopperton was a trifle hard on the
missing heir theme, though I agreed with much of what he wrote. With
missing heirs, ventriloquists, and impersonators, one had to suspend
credulity -— but one had to de that when reading most of the stories
which we enjoyed in our youth., With the missing heir theme one had to
swallow so much coincidence and contrivance.

Most of us enjoyed Bunter as a ventriloquist., But cnce again, if
we didn't like ventriloguists we could turn to S5t, Jim's which has no
resident voice-thrower. Rookwood had Van Ryn, though we heard nothing
of his powers after the first few years of Ropkwood,

All three schools had their impersonation stories, Xerr wes
supposed to have a gift as an impersonator in many tales. But it was,
of course, Wibley of Greyfriars who made that type of story entirely
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his own.

I think it is fairly certain that the average reader liked the
stories on any of these themes. In fact, down the years in the Magnet
there were so many tales of missing heirs, ventriloguism and imperson—
ation that one weuld hardly have become a regular reader at all of the
Magnet if one did not take such stories in one's stride,

The secret of it all was in the way the stories were told. Charles
Hamilton wrote so well that he could make even the ridiculous seem
feasible., But, in the hands of a writer without his gifts, even a good
plot would have amounted to nothing.

The Strong Alonzo series was sheer fantasy. Yet so well was it
told, so brilliant were some of the character etchings it contained,
that it became an immensely readable series. I have read it many times,
and never cease to enjoy it. However, Strong Alonzo stcod alone. It
was never rehashed as was the missing heir theme,

Any series had an advantage if it was not predictable by the
reader, The missing heir theme was usually cbvicus from the start,
even though, as in the Skip series, it covered eight stories in the
telling.

The last of Mr. Hopperton's pet aversions was the school cowboy,
and here I am with him all the way. In this instance, the Gem was the
main culprit. In the early twenties, Wildrake was intrcduced to an
already overcrowded stage. He was the last new perganent character to
be introduced at St. Jim's, and, along with Mr. Hopperton, I should have
been happier without him. Why he was ever introduced is a mystery, even
though Cherles Hamilton may have foreseen that travel series in the Wild
West in the Gem a few years later,

In any case, St. Jim's already had Buck Finn, though we saw little
of him down the years.

Of Mr, Hopperton's Four Horsemen, I think I 1liked the schocl cow-
boy the least of all., I think we should have lost nothing if he bad
never been invented. But though I think the missing heir was plugged to
death and he often gave me a pain in the neck, I still think we should
have lost some worthwhile stories without him, or the ventriloguist, or
the imperscnator.

It's just my point of view! What's yours?

* # * X *

WE RENEMBER CLIFF HOUSE

CONTROVERS AL, _ECHOES No, 63.
1t has happened before occaslenally, and no doubt it will happen again, Readers
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seize wpon one particular item of the Lat's Be Controversial article, and ignore the

main theme under di 1 t has h this months Readers have spotlighted the |

section about Cliff House, \
Readers have different memories of C1iff House, according to whether they only know |

the Hamilton version, or whether they recall the earlier, the middle, or the later School

Friend ~ or perhapa only The Schoolgirl. It is fairly clear why the pictures reealled to

different minds are so various concerning Cliff House,

GORDON KIRBY = While Charles Hemilton was alive there was no point in stating that his

ouse storfes were pbetty terrible - I'm sure he knew It = and, in view of the
shabby treatment he received from time to time, cne had no inclination to re=gpen the
old wounds,

It is accepted thab Charles Hamilton wrote not more than the first six of the
Behool Friend stories, Whether Horace Phillips Senior then tock over, [ do not know,
but his own school, Morcove, appeared not long after, with a remarkable life of 18 years.

When the Sohool Friend finished in 1529, Cliff House appecred In The Schoolgirl In
tio serials, Later on, John Wheway gave us the new and infinitely superior CLIff House,
which ran in the Schoolgirl until the fall of Nerway in 1940, This superb writer took a
plastic surgecnts knife and removed much dead wood {Dolly Jobling, innabel Hitchens,
¥ivienne Leigh, Augusta Ansthruther-Browne, Helen Stone = characters of mhon I was very
fond) and ereated a whole new andience for C1Iff House, He said In one letter to me
that he was anxious to work with his omn characters, so gradually he dropped minct names
(Phillippa Derwent, Marcia Loftus, Nency Bell) and brought in others (Lydfa Crossendale,
Diana Rgyston=Clarke, Rosa Rodworth),

Wheway had a remarkable understanding of feminine paychology, C,H. knew nothing
whatever about it, and his female characters are totally unreal, and in the main, Mare
Jorie Hazeldene perhaps excopted, unlovely, "Bessie Bunter of C11ff House School is a
vulgar moron conpared with the Wheway creation,

YERA NICHOLLS = [ started to read the School Friend in sbout 1525, T 1iked Annabel

tchens, a very old-fashioned girl who loved housework, In the Fifth Form there was
Angelica Jelly, a fervent hobbyist who got all the new crazes, The maln characters in
the Fourth were Babs Redfern, Mabs Lynn, Clara Treviyn, Phyllis Howell, Phillippa Derwent,
Harcla Loftus and Bessle Bunter, Also Augusta “Browne and a s Jemina Car—
stairs, Miss Steele was the fourth-form mistress. Bessle Bunter, in those days, was a
far nicer character than depicted by Roger Jenking In his "Bunters at Home,” Bhe had a
dearly=loved parrot called "Polly" which was almest bald but was the lovellest bird in
the world to Bessie, .

A1l the girls were very fond of Bessie, who was kind-hearted, though they often
laughed at hers One serfes of C1iff House I would love to read again. It oconcerned a
very old-fashioned school called "Lilac House" and the uniform was after the style of
Queker dress, The girls from Lilac House all went to CLIff House to sta¥e

% = In mhatl Way was Bessle Bunter changed by Mr, Wheway? We read of her in the
8, she was fat, lazy, greedy, foolish, a braggart and a borrower, She talked of
the splendours of Bunter Court, and sncred at night, [ remember one stery about Bessie
ueeting her double on the train, and changing places with her, Bessie went as Corpanion
%0 a wealtly old dare In the country and the férmer companicn went to C11ff House as
Bessle Bunter and astonished the natives, especially by her proficiency in maths,

Marjorle Hazeldene was kind, but was "mousy" on the vhole, She was friendly with
the masuline Clara, DUt never played so large a part as Janet Jordan who was a [ine
ewimer and a great friend of Clara, Yet Marjorfe and Clara wers shown as great friends
in the Magnet.

Of course, another bayst school was introduced into the CLiff House staries, and
this used to puzzle readers when they found it a different schcol from Greyfriars,
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Characters lost thelr reallsm when they were presented In a certaln way In one magazine,
and quite a different way In another paper,

BOB WHITER = I appreciate that publishers are cut to make money, and cannot allow senti—
ment to Interfere with it, but I would not 1like to see the Bunter bocks continued with
subs writing the stories, If there were only a way for them to reprint the old master—
plecesy I know that here we come up against the old trouble, as In the past — turning
Magnet geries into 8.0.Ls. Drastic cutting would have to cccur., But at least theyld be
the genuine article.

RAY mnﬁ = #The Iconoclast" poses an interesting question and one we shall emsoun -

1T Cassell's do indeed continue the Creyfriars series with another manipulater of

¥ our favourite characters at the helm, Past records show that a "take-over® writer tends t

relegate the former main characters to the backgreund and to introduce creations of his
own, This is a falling of the subs, and is done, I suppose, to make them feel they are
writing an original story, I have hed tastes of the subs cyself and recall some old
Gems (around World War 1) which were cbviously not Martin Clifford at all and which I
later discovered were written by an author I knew as Jack North, In his own stories of
his omn schools 1 1iked his style, but to me he completely lost the light-hearted
atzosphere that I always associate with dear old 8t, Jim's. We must only hope that the
new Greyfriars chronicler (1f Cassell's do declde to keep the series running) will be a
great lover the the old school abd its criginal creator and will not terper with the
scene of things as they have always been at the school in Kent.

EETER HANGER - My own views on the matter are cne of resentment that substitute writers
were owed to vrite under the name of Frank Richards, but, at the same time, I CO
regret that they were uns ccessful in capturing the Creyfriars spirit, Had they doene so,
we might still be having our weekly Oreyfriars story, llke the Sextcn Blake fans who get
their stories of their favourite every monthe

IC_FA adds - The great pumzle of CLIff House as a separate entity was the fact that
Teyiriars was never nentioned. It has been suggested that Charles Hamilton, angry that
the series has been taken out of his hands, always refused to allow Oreyfriars to be
introduced, It is, perhaps, the most feasible solution of the puzzle, but it Introduces
another poser, If he could prevent Greyfriars from belng menticned in the Cliff House
staries, why was he unable to prevent substitute Greyfriars storles being written? Or
was he given scme emolument for allowing sub tales to be written? Certalnly he never
gave the Irpression of any such arrangement In his letters,

Mr, Wheway, in his letter to Mr. Kirby, bears cut the contention we made in nThe
Ioconcclast®, He was anxlous to work with his ovn charscters. Why should Mr. Wheway use
a surgeors knife on another manfs oreations? Why did not Mr, Wheway concentrate his
talents on a school of his own invention? Surely nobody who remembers the first few
years of the School Friend could reasonably regard such characters as Dolly Jobling,
Augnusta Anstruther-Browne, Vivienne Leigh, and Helen Stone ({school csptaln) as dead
woods

It is certainly true that Bessie Bunter, In the School Friend, was a much more
lovable girl than she was ever presented In the Magnet,

"BIG CHIEF BUNTER" (Frank Richards) Cassellls, 10/6de

¥hen, fifty years ago, Mr, Brown of Taranaki, New Zealand, sent his son Tom to
Greyfriars Scheol, Mr, Brown did not own an Air Line, Mr, Brown was a good business man

|
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and his son Tom was a shrewd and sensible lad, but it is unlficely that, in those far=off
days, elther envisaged the possibility of Alr Lines existing In the dim and distant
future.

But, In 1963, Mr. Brom does, In fact, own a0 Alr Line which cperates a service
between Sydney and Auckland, Under these eircumsteno2s it is quite natural that in the
latest Billy Bunter book, Mr, Brown should be having his son home for a hollday, and glves
hin permissicn to take six friends with him. It is rather surprising that this never
happened before, for the Creyfriars chuns were great globe-trotters. Maybe, 1f the Hagnet
hzd lasted a 1little longer, we should have enjoyed "the New Zealand Serfes®.

Regrettably enough, even in this new story, the chums do not reach New Zealand till
the last page of the book, The readerts anticipation quickens during the early chapters,
for there 1s the promise of sorething really nmew In Greyfriars travel, But the plane on
which the party 1s travelling has to land on & small south seas Island, and, to pass away
the tire, the Famous Five and Bunter go for a sea trip In a small boat With a scuth-sea
islander, From this rather reckless proceeding we find that cur own Visit to New Zealend
18 "off* and we are landed in yet ancther South Seas adventure,

Tom Brown never featured very largely in Greyfriars history, though he had quite a
famous radio set before the war. He does not make his park in this new story, for he is
off the scene during most of the tale.c This {s probably as it should be. Frank Richards
Was never again to make the error of long ago in ellowing his minor charzcters to take the
1imelight from the leading players.

Thiz is an extrenely well=written adventure story. Action 1s, of necessity, very
swift, and dialogue 1s never excessive,

There are some delightfully picturesque gescriptive passages. It 1s, In the cpinfon
of this critie, Frank Richards! best travel stoary since the war, He always loved writing
of the South Seas, and in this story there is little doubt but that he enjoyed himself,

Of course, the early promise of scmething new is not maintained, and for his basle
plot the author went a long way back = to the Magnetts Congo serles of 1922, That was
the first big travel series In the Megnet, and while it was running, the paper Introdueed
its famous yellow ond black cover, Today, one seldom sees any reference to the Congo
series, but that 1s possibly more due to the length of time that has elapsed since It was
published than to lack of popularity of the series at the time 1t appecreds

The real novelty cf BIG CHIEF BUNTER is that we see Bunter as hig familiar post-wer
self, but get also many glimpses of the Bunter of the early twentles, when he was far
less lovabley

Buntert s ventrilequisn has, in recent months, recelved a back-hander in Collectors!
Digest, but I think it 1ikely that most resders enjcyed the stories Introducing his
strange gift. Fronk Richards had the knack of meking the Improbable or even the Impossible
into conwineing and enjoyable reading materdal,

Because the Congo series is not particularly well known, "Rig Chlef Buntar® will
come to many readers with a charming and disarming freshness.

When 1 read of Bunter terrifying the cannibals by making the idol speck, I got that
strange, rather dellelous, nostelgic feeling which I experience when I see on television
sone of those old movies which are condemnsd by the highbrow eritics, but enjoyed by
everybody else,

"Big Chief Bunter® will ring the bell = particularly with the youngsters,

YE OLDE CYHIQUE I

Always try to drive so that your licence will expire before you do.

-
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NELSON LEE COLUMN

CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD

RAMBLING JOTTINGS
By Jack Wood

Last month's query by Mr. J. A. Wark, of Duncon is easily answer-
able, although his actual recording of the cpening of the story is not
quite accurate.

With No. 62 of the first edition of the Boys' Friend 3d Library
before me, the actual quotation is: "Pass! Pass! Tackle him, Patsy!
Oh, well played Tim! Hurrco! Goodwin's got it again! Shootf Shoot!
Goall GOALI"

The words are the opening lines of Maxwell Scott's The Football
Detective, a tale of Nelson Lee,and the Boys' Realm is a reprint of
the serial which ran in the Boys' Herald from October 21st, 1305 to
March 10th, 1906. Illustrated by Val Reading, the serial ran from No.
118 to No, 138 of the Herald, and was the third of a popular run of
Nelson Lee serials which ran in the Herald, and were afterwards repub-
lished in the Boy's Friend Library.

The three serials, of course, were Nelson Lee's Pupil, which ran
from No. 2 to Ho. 23 (1903 to 19045 and illustrated by Harry Lane, told
the story of Nipper's adoption by Lee. Nipper's schooldays, with 4. H.
Clarke as the artist, ran from Nos. 73 to 97 or from December 1904 to
June 1905, and recounted Nipper's early days at St, Ninian's,

Nipper did not appear in The Football Detective until the closing
chapters when he, and Lee's other ward, Dick Starling (or Syme) are giwve
leave from St. Ninian's to see Lee play for Newport Rovers against
Blackburn Rovers at Crystal Palace.

In The Football Detective we are introduced to Frank Goodwin, a
young orphan of 28 years of age, who is a machine hand at Brincliffe
Ironstone Mines and inside right for Newport Rovers, formerly "Cock o'
the North" but now struggling to regain lost fortunes with a good run ir
the cup after losing interest in the league.

Frank is engaged to Maggie Nemo, a local board school teacher |
who turns out to be a typical Maxwell Scott missing heiress. Frank
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becomes involved in a kidnapping and an attempt o emear his character
with a murder charge, and Lee is brought into the case to find the
heiress and clear Frank's name, BNaturally, everything turns out well,
and Lee and Goodwin score the vital goals in the final after Blackburn
had taken the lead to give Newport a 2-1 cup win.

Lee, it appeared, was an old Corinthian, and one of the finest
amateur outside rights in the game.

This was not the story in which he appeared under the name of
Leeson, That was one of his favourite aliases, for he used it in two
serials. In Detective Warder Nelson Lee, serialised in the Boys!
Friend Nos. 237-25T (1905-6), Lee came to St. Ninian's as games master
Leeson to solve the riddle of another missing heir, but ¥r. Wark's
story in which Lee acted as trainer Leeson was actually Out to Win,
e(muthir early Maxwell Scott yarn which ran in Boys' Realm 431-445

1910).

3 ALT these stories, by the way, were reprinted in the Boys'
Friend Library later on, though not quite as "later on" as Mr. Wark
suggests when he talks of "sbout 15925%

In Qut to Win, Lee became associated with another Scott hero,
Jack Bartley, who appeared in a number of detective and sports stories
by the Yorkshire author. With illustrations by E. E. Briscoe, who at
that time was the Realu's leading artist in this type of story, Out
to Win had Lee figuring as the new trainer Leeson for The Swifts, whose
cracic forward, Fred Forest, is accused of mzrdering his uncle.

Lec kept the team at concert pitch, and this time had a "double"
the Swifts beating Newcastle United at Crystal Palace in the Cup Final,
and also winning league promction on goal average!l

Tneidentally, in realify, the Crystal Palace Cup winners in 1905
were Aston Villa and in 1906 Everton, both beat lewecastle United.

* * K *¥ ¥

A1 QPEN LETTER TO ALL NELSON LEE COLLECTORS
From Robert Blythe

Dear Fellow Readers,

In 1933, after nearly 5 years of vicissitudes, the Helson Lee finally gave up the
ghost, Today, nearly thirty years later (thirty yearsi) these few pages are allotted to
Nelsom Lee collectors for the purpose of recording ccrments and results of researches far
the benefits of others with similar interests, Vhat then cen the Interested find in these
pages? To put it bluntly, preclous littlel Jack Wood does his level best, but with so
few contributers (and we owe a lot to these few) It is a thenkless task, What then is
the reason for this apparent lack of support?

Out of curiosity I?ve collected some figures corpiled from last yearfs "Whot 3 Who"
One might suppose from the scarcity of writers thet interest in the Nelson Lee is efither
-w:!‘,.RE,,miamu‘..,,m.uml.‘..ﬂ,.m‘.mmimm‘..t.m‘.Ja..;,.m.‘m”m.‘m‘.lm AN, 23, RE0RI..

b e
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Who profess an interest in the NuL., and this out of a total of 199 mhose names appeareds

When cne considers 1ts enormous popularity it 1s gratifying to find that the total mumber
of those who are interested in the Megnet is 153, not double that of the N.L. Now I find

this extremely interesting for the following reasons:=

(a) The Magnet survived the N,L, Ly seven years therefore nearly an
entire generation grew up with the Magnet and knewing nothing
about the N.L.

(b) Sterfes of Creyfriars have appeared regularly over the past ten
to fifteen years, thus keeping the characters in the public eye,

(c) Frank Richards had always taken a friendly interest In our
aotivities which 1s more than can be said for E.S.B., 1 regret
%0 safe

(d) Over the years since the clubs were first formed, there has
been an enormous amount of publicity with the spotlight con=
tinually on Greyfriars, or should I say Bunter.

The Nelson Lee has had none of these adventages, yet the stories obviously still holé
their magic, even after 30 years, at least to 93 pecple of our circle.

he next question 1s how many of these 93 give the Nelscn Lee as their first cholee?
The hard core, as it were, ofl those whem one might expect tc keep Jack Wood happy in his
old age, is é and this compared with the overshelning number cf 101 for those who chose tf
Magnet, might seem at first glance somewhat depressing, However, I do not see it 1ike that
at all, The Magnet!s popularity I accept cheerfully (1t wouldn't do any good If 1 didntt
anyway), for the reasons Itve already menticned, but how does the N.L.'s popularity coor
pare with other papers? Is the Cem mare popular? Not on your «seesd Only 9 colleotors
give the Gem as first cholce. The Popular, Not one single solitary custcmerf The B.0.L7
Just cne, Other papers outside the Magnet group don't fare much better either, The Unfon
Jack does better with 14. Those papers before 191k get 13 and all the rest of the groups
put together can only muster 18,

A11 this does not mean that one paper is better or worse than any other, I have
stated many times, and It 18 a tenet of the Londen Club that all interests ghould be
gatered for and that one paper should not be allowed to swaop pinarity interests. Nof
My whole spoint is to show that, far from being a dead letter the Nelson Lee, after the
Magnet, has more followers than any other paper. This bolng so, why I It 80 few of you
rally round with the occasional artiecle, Are you shy? Are you inarticulate or is 1% just
plain, down to earth, proerastination? Do you reallse that if all you 28 were to write an
article each it would keep the Nelson Lee Colum on the boil for 24 years} And if all 93
got down to it, even if it were only once it would have to be done once every 8 years, Th
imagination boggles at the thought,

Now then what about it? You have all stated that the NiL. interests you to a
greater or lesser degree, well then « why not share your interest with the rest of us. Why
ghould the Magnetites have It all their om way? Why should the Nelson Lee be confined to
a mere ccuple of pages? If the Nelson Lee 18 to survive in the C,D, at any rate, you mst
all pull your welght = otherwise = finito}

At this point I seem to detect certain rukblings in the distance and one or two of
you may even be popping off with spoplexyl Who 1s this chap? 1 can almost hear you sa¥,
dares to sit in judgment? Wkst on earthis he done to help keep the N,L. Column going? Has

written anything lately? etc,, etc, Well for those of you who know me perhaps an answe
3 not necessary, but for those who don't perhaps a few words of explanation would not ba
amiss, First, then, I edited the N.L. Column for 6 years fram its inception, and
that period wrote many articles which sppeared both in the C.D, and the Annual, Bo much
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so that at the end of that perfod I had run out of ideas (which never came very easily
and usually meant much burning of the midnight oilf) Its because I know the difficulty
Jack Wood faces every month that I decided to write this screed, In the hope that some
of you will rally round in ever increasing numbers with articles or even suggestlons
far articles and thus make the N.L. Column a vital part of the C.D,

Ineidentally, I haven't answered the question "What have I written lately?"
Well, for the past year I have been doing a Rot of research for a Nelson Lee Catalogue
and bibliography of the writings of E.S. Brockes, which with my usual modesty, I can
¢laim to be the higgest thing of its kind that has ever been attempted, So [ hape I an
fergiven on that scores

Well there it is, Ifve had my say. Now its entirely up o you.

Cheerio}
Yours sincerely,

BOB BLYTHE,.

1 had a very,wery warm spot in ny heart far the Nelson Lee," So sald Mre
George Inns, the producer of the Black and White Minstrel Show, to our Editer,

What 18 it that calses some pecple to form such an attochment to the Nelson Lee,
shilst others are left stone cold? The old adage of "One man!s meat 1s another man's

{Bon® does not angwer the question as quite a few collectors are keen on both the

Nelson Lee and cther bookss

An ardent collecter or reader of the Magnet and Gem is rarely Interested In the
Nelson Lee, The prodigious cutput of Charles Hamilton could be the explznaticn in that
the Hamiltonian enthusiast has quite enough to cope with, without ecllecting, or reading
other author!s works,

On the other hand, the Nelson Lee enthusiast is invariably Interested, to a
Jesser degree, in the Magnet and Gem, and possesses a falrly good knowledge of Hamilton
lores |

Although the average schoolboy and schoolgirl was not unduly critical in the matter
of 1iterature, I would suggest that they were influenced, perhaps, subconsciously, by
the author!s cholce of words and thelr arrangements

In the case of the Nelson Lee, with the deseriptive powers of E,8, Brooks, this
could have made the lmpression on many of us as it did on MHr. Inns.

WANTED: A1l Collectors! Digest Annuals up tili and including 1960,
S, A. PACHON, 520 E. 5th Bte, Bethlehem, P.A., UsB.As

: B.0.Le 2, Nelson Lee No, 130 (0ld series), Your price pald or 8.0.L's, Nelson
Lees, Cems end Magnets for exchange enly, Would like to correspond with a reader who
is interested in Xmas numbers of 8.0.L., N,L,, Gem and Magnet.
BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH EMBASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICELAND,

[ B.0.L's Nos, 60 and 68, Magnets Nos, 829, B62-865, B67, 863, B7L, 869, 879,
64 897, 900s DRy Ro WILBON, 100 BROOIFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, Nale

T it k(27150 00 Gy O T T S

87L, 877, 8854 MRB. Jo PACKMAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON, S.E.
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O1d Boys’ Book Club.

HIDLAND

Meet ing hi

th_Janu;

Last meeting we mlssed the presence of Tom Porter, This one, the first of the New
Year, was conspiculous for the absence of Madge and Jack Corbett. A rare oocurence
except for the holiday perfods, There were other apelegies for mon-appearance from Joe
Margton and John Tomlinson of Burten end also from Gerald Price, Ancther familiar face
which we would have liked very much to see was that of Oeorge Chathan detained on
business matters, Nevertheless nine of us enjoyed a full programme which was in the
hands of Tom Porter He started with a quiz of 10 items - 5 Hamiltonisn and 5 8ts Frank's,
As we had some of these "teasers® some time ago, the quiz was an easy one.and for the
records - the Secretary was winner, Prize = a fModern Boy". Agaln there were quite a fen
of these Modern Boys floating around, Tom presented all of us with one each and Ted
won one for "Cuessing the Number,” In the game of filling in the letters the numbers
are glven to form a well-known title, Norman, being the winner, had two or three "Modern
Boys" again for his reward, Norman must have quite a pile of these partlcular papers
which he has won in the last few meetings, There were also "Mcdern Boys® included in
the bundle of bocks which Ted Davey won in the raffle, accompanying a Magnet, Gem and a
Bunter Book, Lucky Tedl

The "Collectors Iten was this month the first (1920) Hollday Annual. In good
condition (Tom's books are always in the best cf condition) it was a pleasure to see 1t
cnce again,

Tom gave us a talk on the Greyfriars Herald, How it originated "at Greyfriars
School, edited by Harry Wharton & Co.* in 1916, Elghteen numbers turned out by the bBeroe:
of the Reiovej then the 1st serles commencing with stories of the "Benbows” .

Later it became the Boys Herald and ran till 1923 when it was merged with the "Marvel”,

Following this talk there was the usual discussion and the Boys Herald or the
Greyfriars Herald (just as you 1ike) was a good subject, for it contalned Greyfriars,
8t, Jim's, Rookwood, St. Frank's and Cedar Creek, The Bembow, not to forget dear old
Herlock Sholmes.

4 good programme much to the taste of those present = Jack Bellfleld (Chairman),
Tom Porter, Norman Gregory, Ted Davey, Ray Bennett, Win Brown, Win Partridge, Len Lidsey
and of course = the Secretary

HARRY BROSTER o

NORTHERN
Meeting held on Batucd Febru:

There was another good attendance vhen Chaimsan, Geoffrey Wilde, cpened our
February meeting. Geoff expressed pleasure that the Secretary was back agaln, after
being sbsent since November, owing to 1llness, and also extended a werm welcome tO
another new merber, Kelth Balmforth of Bradford,

After the usual formal busineas had been dealt with Gerry Allison read us a
selection of correspondence received during the month, including a suggestion from our
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Merseyside colleagues that we meet them agaln In Manchester In spring or early summer,
which, needless to say, woe favourably roceived by our members, We shall lock forward
to seeing them again in, we hope, better weather conditions then those prevailing :at
present, A "Cet Well" greetings card, slgned by all the members, wes sent to our friend
Margaret Jackson, who 1s still In hospital.

Jack Wood followed with a few Interesting items of news, He spoke with spprecia-
tion of the London Club's latest production dealing with the Nelsen Lee Library and the
works of Edwy Searles Brocks, which will be of great Interest to 21l Nelsen Lee enthu—
slasts, The "Dally Express' had that morning printed a cartoon about 2 Robot Bowler which
the Australian cricketers were going to use, As Jack pointed out, Bernard Glyn of 8t.
Jim's invented cne of these a good many years agol

Gerry Alliscn devised the game which followed, "Who sald =" some of the sayings
betng well-known ("Keep Smiling® for Instance), and some not sc well known, We divided
into two teans, Greyfriars and Rockwood, Greyfriars winning by 36 points to 21, Highest
{ndividual seorers were for Greyfriars, Tom Brown (Geoffrey Wilde) 13 points end Micky
Degnond (Jack Allison) 9 points, and for Rookwood Kit EBrrol (Nerman Smith) end Jones
minor (Tom Roach) L points each,

An interval for refreshments followed, especlally welcome because of the ccld
weather conditions most of us had experienced on our travels.

‘Then Jack Wood took over agaln and gave us a reading from "Right-Ho, Jeeves" by
P. G, Wodehouse vhich brought the meeting to a hilarious conclusions

Next meeting, Baturday, 9th Mareh,

F. HANOOCK = Hon, Secretary,

MERSEYBIDE
Heeting held, 10th February,

Despite the Inclemency of the weather, the success of the meeting was assured by
the very good attendance present, the only sbsentees being John Farrell and Bi1l Windsor,
both of whom ure on the sick list, We sincerely hope they will be back on parade at our
next meeting; thelr compony 1s greatly missed at our get~togethers, and we know It Is
also a matter of regret to them,

Norman opened the meeting by bringing up for diseussion a number of impertant
matters, ineluding correspondence from the Northern section on the proposed trip to
Manchester in June, and we are hopeful that this venture will materialise as planned,
We have many memories of the last meeting of the two sections when 1t was held in
Manchester, and we anticipate the next being equally enjoyable, After the financial
report by the Secretaryy there came the library businessj  this was brisk, due mainly
to the acquisition of a number of beoks purchased cn behalf of the seetion by Norman,

Following refreshnents came a reading by Walter Prichard which was enjoyed by
all, particulrrly as it was a nice change frem the usual boys' bock materfals Then
cane the "Names-Doubles® quiz introduced by Frank Unwin, and the entries submitted were
both ingenious and arusing, especially those of the winner, Pat Laffey, who wen hands
dewn, and deservedly soe A team quiz was the next itemj this was yet another effort
of Frank Unwin's, providing keen competiticn between the three sides, all of whom did
very well in a not-too-difficult contest, In view of the Indisposition of our host,
B111 Windscr, the meeting ended a 1ittle earlier than usual, and ve should llke to avall
ourselves of this opportunity to express our thanks to Bill and Mrs, Windsor for so
kindly providing facilities for the meeting in the cireumstances, Next meeting, Sunday,
10th March; members will be notified by pest if the necessity arises for a temperary
change of Venues

FRANK CASE

'LONDON
®] g ay You Fellows" the London Club celebrated its fifteenth Annual General
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Meeting at the Putney home of Brian Doyle on Sunday, February 17th, Highlight of the
gatheringg was the playing of the recording of the B,B.C, radio feature "I say you fellows®
Cur President, John Wernham, was in attendance and he outlined the plans of the Frank
Richards museum collection, Also in attendance was Derek Cooper of the B,B.C, Impressed
by what he saw and heard, Mr, Cocper sald that there would be a feature about the club and
hobby In *Town and Around® on B,B,C. T.V. the following evening.

After his suecess with the Nelson Lee catalogue, Bob Blythe was elected Chairman
for 1963, the rest of the officials being re-elected, Bob's first job in the chair was
To conduct a Nelson Lee quiz. Len Packman and Charlie Wright tied for first place with
Don Webster third,

Roger Jenkins gave a reading from Magnet 1086, "Hacker Asks for 1t" which was enjayed
Len Packman, now recovered from hls recent 1llness, was pleased to state that he had
seoured the run of "Chips" year 1916, with serial story "The School Bell" in it, which
he had been seeking for years. Len and Josie will be the hosts on Sunday, March 17th at
their East Dulwich home, when one of the features will be the second part of the L.P,
record about Sherlock Holmes,

Lawrence Morely conducted a quiz and once agaln the familliar names crop up as
winners = Don Webster first, Charlie Wright secund, Len Packmen third, The quiz master
provided book prizes for these three successful competitors.

With numerous votes of thanks to all who had worked for the geod of the elub in
1962 we took our leave after one of the happlest of A,G.M's,

UNCLE BENJAMIN

ABTRALIA

Merbers gathered at the Book Bargain Bazaar for their monthly meeting on Friday,
February 15th, Cnly one factor detracted fyom the pleasure of those present snd that
was the absence of one of the clubls staunchest members, Victor Colby, who we hope will
be able to. join us next month,

Chairman, Syd Smyth, cpened the proceedings at 6,30 pom. Wwith a report on the
olub mégazine, Quite a few letters had been recelved by him and he passed on these
enthusiastic comments to the writers of the artioles mentioned.

Treasurer, Ernle Carter, dealt with club finances after which members settled down
to hear the news from overseas and other collectors,

A letter of thonks from Roger Jenkins was read out by the Secretary and once agaln
the members were flercesome in their praise of the work he and John Wernhem had done to
further the cause of Hamiltonia,

A pleasant bugg of comversation filled the next half hour as the current coples of
"The Newsletter' from our Midland friends and "The Foghorn® from Frank Unwin were paesed
around, Harry Broster's Interesting letter brought first~hand news of their arctic
weather and we are now busy organising the mass migration of all 0,B.B.C, members %o
Australia ses. what a club wetd have cut here thenl

Local news from the well=informed pen of Wellington enthusiast Arthur Holland, and
Queenslander, Harry Curtis concluded the letter reading,

A spirited discussion tock place concerning the future of the §,B,L, which at the
moment geens to be plunging deeper Into difficulties , There was unanimous agreement
that the new format has dene little to ald the sales programme and may even prove to be a
retrcgressive step as the print is even more difficult for adult eyes than usuale &
bold stroke on a broader scale will be necessary to put the §.B,L. Into the adult market
was the general opinion and there was unanimous support expressed even if this change
necessitated an increase in price, Blake supporters here are quite willing to meet the
new format half-way, but feel that as yet there has not been any thing offered which is
worthy of that support.

After the usual contiouation of pleasant dicussion in the local coffee shop the
meeting concluded. Next meeting March 1lith. B. PATE = Secretary.
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"BOY'S WORLD® = A uﬂil WEEKLY
Repart by Gerry A11ison

The appearance of & new magazine for boys Is so rare an event these days, that
it calls for special menticn. In the palry days of 19191920 there seemed to be c.
fresh paper every menth, but not today.

So when, on Monday, January 21st, the bright coloured cover of "BOYS! WORLD"
greeted my weary old eyes, as I passed my statlon bockstall, I thought the occasion
worthy of celebrations

The price of the new nagazine is a modest 6d, and the publishers are Longacre
Press (1.8, Ochams Ltd,) The size i3 94" by 124" which ia that of the Detective Weekly,
about halfswvay between the Magnet and the Boys! Friend, I have the first four coples
pefore me nowy and I think them good, The contents are varied, imaginative and colour=
ful, They ccmbine amusement with e modicum of instruetion, Here are some of them,

Four strip-gerials = one in colour = deal with Sea Adventure; Selence-Fictlion
Mystery; Classical Mythology; and (alas) lastly, a Scheol Stary, Castleford Schoel -
tut not the Castleford in Yorkshire, Prose items {nclude a serial "The Ship That Van-
{ghed" a short Nature Story and such weekly articles as "So You Went To Be 4 ~—*
detective, reporter, pilot, T.V. announcer, to daté,

Other features are "Ticket to Adventure', "Let's Co To The Plotures", "It Makes
You Think®, "Meet Your Herc", %The Hand of Fate," eto,, etos The first three {srues had
SUPER FREE GIFIS, but of these, the less said the better|

Newsagents sey the paper ls selling well, and perscnally I find ®BOYS' WORLD" an
atterpt to glve beys an Interesting and entertaining magazine, Opinlens from 0.B.B,C.
merbers are varled, Most of them judge It from an adult standard = e.g. "Too many
plotures and comic strips for me; noreor less a 1963 Modern Boy, Btill, any new boy's
paper 1s a step in the right direction,* - Harley,

But it is what the 1963 schoolboy thinks which will decide whether "BOYS' WORLD®
will succeed or not, 8o, once again, I have called in the ald of ry personal !Baker
gtreet [rregulars! the two schoolboys, Kevin and Robert Holmes, who gave us the low=
down of how the Magnet would fare today. (See C,D, June 1962). Incidentzlly, Robert
s now Captain of his Bchool, and 1s a coming footbeller,

1 provided the boys with a copy of the paper for the first three weeksy Then,
when they hed had a chance of studying it = between schoolwexams, I set them another
11=plus test paper, with twelve questions Lo answer about the new magazine, These
are printed belew, I think the publishers will approve of the 61=000 dollar question)

Finally, I often wish I had made my fortune saving all ry Magnets and Gems. 8o
now, I an going to buy the first year's issues of BOYS! WORLD, I shall leave these to
my grandson, with the instruction to advertize them in Collectors! Digest and Exchange
and Mart in 1999, [ wonder what profit there will be on the 26/= the papers will cost
me?

IWELVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE BOYS! WORLD

Kevin Robert

¥, Was your first lrpression Yes, but I didnft think Very favourable,
favourable? much of the free gifts,

2, Do you find it easy to readi Yes. Yese

3, A peper has to compete True; but there is a I agree,

for a boy's time rather than  1limit to the number
for his pocket money today, of papers a boy can
What do you think? afford, even today,
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Le Is the Boys' World good
Talue at sixpence?

5. What lmprovement can you
suggest?

.6. Issue No, 2 was given free,
if an order was placed for
the paper. Do you know a
boy who got No, 2 free?

T« Do you prefer the pages In
plotures to those you have
read?

84 In what order do you llke
the four strip serials?
*The Sea Ape"

"What 1s Exhibit X7»
"Wrath of the Gods"
"The Becret of the Tower?

9. Are you reading the gerial

"The Ship That Vanfshed?®
Are the eplsodes too short?

10, Which feature do you like
best?
11, What 18 your general opinion?

12, Are you going to buy it
every waek from now on?

YOURS SINCERELY

Kevin

Yes, 1 think it s
very good value,

More colour photo-
graphs = such as in
"Logk and Learn,”

Noa

I like them equally
well,

I an reading the

serial and think the
length of each epi=
sode guite adequate,

I 1like the "Wrath of
the Geds" story best,

Very entertalining and
yet educational,

I am going to buy It,
I do not think it is
very well-Enown yet,

Robert

Yes, compared to some
comicss

More photographs.

Noa

1 like them both,

Yes, About the right

*Wrath of the Gods"

Very goods Plenty
of i{nteresting articles,

I don't know any boy
who is getting it,
but I would buy it
myself,

(Interesting Items fronm the Editorts Letter=Bag)

JIN (Sheffield) Ip the mdst of all the hash the various governments keep

ng o nrthxn.g it 1s very !'erlemm to drift bnnl: r.o
the gitet, slofsters 3t Creyrisre, Carry oni. May your shadon

eful old 8
Vel

Jim's or

b T—
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FRANK KNOTT (New Zealand) I an In charge of an every-changing group of boy scouts,
and, for the past ten years, almost every bey who has come to the camps has borrowed and
read some of umy Magnets = and then consistently begged me for the loan of mcre, Among
modern papers here In New Zealand there s just nething to entertain boys, This latest
Annual 1s the very best ever,

ART (Bermuda) The Christmas number was & "Cerf, but 1t was the Annual which
proved most "Popular” and drew re 1ike a "Magnet," You and your contributers surpassed
yourselves from the wonderful cover (snow on the lettersy) to the last page of all, I
got a great kick out of the stary ®Face Value,”

A (Northampten) I look
forviard to the arrival of the
Digest, It forms a link with the
old days. 1 have never been a
true Hanllton fan, but my menory
goes back to the first stories of
8t, Jin's In "Pluck" and to No, 1
both of the Gen and the Magnet,

hg J, SOUTHWAY (South Africa) In
Ty newsagentis shop today I bought
the §,B,L. "The Big Snear®, It
wag priced in our currency at

124c (1/3)s I was surprised to
find that the vhole effort was
printed in Kimberley, Apart from
the fact that it does not advert-
ise the companion book of the month
it seems the same as those which
were printed In England,

PRRBONS (Tranmere) What a
fine cover by Warwick Reynolds
(January C,D,) This illustration
has solved what has been a rystery
to me for years, I have always had
a vague memory of drawings In early
Gems which were the work of an
artist other than the usual cne,
Thls was somewhere about the time
of Levison's refornation and the
coming to St Jim's of brother
Frank, I have a reccllection of
one of the serles belng illustrated
by the same strong lines as in
this C,D. cover,

(Reynolds illustrated the Gem be=
tween, roughly 1916 2nd 1919,
vhile Maedonald was in the navy. ED)

PATRICK MRRAY (Edinburgh) Some
Ime ago therc was a suggesticn

made that the writer F, 8t, Mars

was a womanj he was often referred
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to as the "nystericus F, St, Mars" and quite correctly - he has proved the most difffcult
man te trace, There are, however, twe distinet references to him being a man and that
his name was Frank, It 1s poasible, of course, that the curious reference to him
"Florrie" may have been his real name, Florence still being popular as a man's name In
parts of Ireland, Readers of Somerville and Ross will have no difficulty in recalling
the frmortal "Flurry” Knox., Bt. Mars died some years ago in the South of England, but
he seems to have dropped out of public 1ife completely and he left no ‘trail after the

ublication of his last book in the early 20ts,
i. HANGER (Northampton) It 1s nioce to see that Denny has maintained the high standard

e set Up at the outset., Let us hope that, like Harry Wharton, he will not grow up.

i_._l"w.,'%ﬂ (Vancouver) Greatly enjoyed the latest Mr, Buddle as usual, Prefer it to
anny? s Diary, probably because D,D, antedates me,

ARD_TH| (Edinburgh) I blundered badly when I stated that Nelson Lee and Bextcd
lake could never have formed the 0.B.B.C, When it was just these two self-same books,
or rather the devotees of same, who did exsotly that, No wonder Mr, Blythe found my
agsertion smusing, My apologies to all Lee and Blake fans,

W (Wickford) 1 went to the Bunter play at the Queens Theatre with my

ter, and we thoroughly enjoyed it, My daughter was delighted when Bunter ran round
the andience In the Friardale statlon scene, and dropped the contents of his sultcase
right beside her. Incidentally, the feminine touch In the person of the ringmasterts
step-daughter nade just that difference this year In my opinion, and Mr, Quelch was
excellent, I was puzzled by the gorilla being shown on the programme as just "a gorilla®
Does this mean that 1t really was a tame gorilla?

(Large numbers of people have commented on the remarksble performance given by the young
man who played the gorilla., To have hamed him on the programme would have destroyed

the illusion, But this clever artist was very real = and, out of his skin, an extremely
intelligent and 1lkeasble young man, = ED,)

ton Lodge = at the Queens Theatre, of course, The best yet, in ry cpinion, Only
Creyfriars would have brought us out in that weather - but it was worth every skid on
the journey, Can you congratulate the company far us?

(We can = and dof ED,)

Ag WARK (Dunoon) The article on the Dundee firm's Comic Papers set my mind back to
Eﬁ'a mnpaperson tap In oy young days = Rainbow (the Bruin Byys - have we ever had a
better strip on animals?) Tiger Tim!s Weekly, Comic Cuts ~ how I enjoyed the Ticket of
Leave manj ~ Butterfly, Firefly, Funny Vonder, Chips, Chuckles, Merry & Bright, Puck
and Jester, And Lot=o<Fun with its coloured cover but printed on poor quality paper,
Puck was besutifully produced and Jester carrled many a serial of excellent quality, My
pockev-money did not run to them all, but I had cousins who used to pass plenty on, I
was rather 1like Danny in this respect,

.kE MWYETH (Purley) The whole family enjoyed a glarious afterncon at Oreyfriars and

% (Liverpool} C.D., llke wine, seems to irprove with age. I lock forward to it
[ menth with the same pleasant anticipation as the meetings and neither ever leta me
down,
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The latest
novels in the
Bexton Blake
Library reviewed

Sexfon Blake Today e

-t

IBE TMPOSTER (3,B.L, No, 517)

Written by top=ranking 5,B,L. authors Philip Chambers and Howard Baker, the novel
deals with the Hungarian rising in 1956, the unsettled stale of the world generally and
the kidnapping of Eustace Craille, head of British National Security by the dreaded
Russian M.V.D.

Would they breck the old man's will by thelr torture? The National Security
machine was In jeopardy, Crallle must be rescued or killed by cur own people to silence
him, and preserve the secrets locked away in his brain,

Bexton Blake and Edward Carter risked 1ife and limb to auewl: te rescue Craille

then onwards
avent.a took an unexpected
turn,

A good exciting -
novel packed with action
and suspense but with a
tendency to over=
dramatise some of the
dangers facing Eustace
Crailles

The novel shows
Blake and Tinker at their
best and should give all
8.B,L, readers great
pleasure,

An excellent
"whodunit® and one of
the best 8.B,L.'s to

appear for some years,

Who did kill Julian Summers? The partner who had wronged himj the girl whom he
had wrengedj the foreman who hated him or AN, Other? From its first sentence this
detailed and informative novel gives an impression of expert suthorship, first—class
characterization and a good carefully controlled plot, It holds the reader's attention
and grlps his Imagination right through to its surppising climax at the end,

1 recormend this bock to 211 Blake lovers, young or old,

Edited by Eriec Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey,
Duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, Tork,



