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I LATE BILL IIARTIN'S LIFE TlllE <X>LUX:TION 
I OF OLD BOYS• BOOKS 

L.----· ··------ ·---·------· I LOT 7 - offers reque sted for 2 j 1m:...ll. - offers reque s ted for I 
! boi..nd volll!les of Magnet s , Thie l 2 bound volumes of Gems, This ! 

I comprises Nos. 1 t o 63 inclu- ,· comprises Nos. 1 to 48 inclu- ! 
sive and f& vecy rare . sive and is very rare. i 

1 ws:-;,~e ·rs requ ested for I l&'L.1l - offers r equest ed for 
11

! 

I 
lll>gnets - 1 bound volume ( cover ! 8 bound volumes 'Nev Series ' 
loo se) containing Nos. 64 - 94 l Marvels, comprising Nos, 1 to ! 
in clusive. 1 loose cover con- ii 179 inc lus iv e , also Nos. 231 to [ 

I taining 23 copi es - Nos, 103 257 inclusive , Good collection I 
and 107 - 128 in clusive , 1 ! but covers slightly different. j' 

I bound volume containing Nos, • 

1 409 -434 inclusive, i'ell used I 1Q!..ll - Offers requested for I 
I and slightly soiled, ! over 400 copies of Collecto rs • i, 
1..-- -j, Digest , includes duplicates . 
[ wr 9 - offers requested for 9 r---;::-----·------­I volumes of Magnets , comprising I lm...11 - offers req ues t ed for 
! vols, 16 - 22 inclus ive and I 16 Collectors' Digest Annuals, 
i vol, 26, containing Noe. 397 - I comprising single copies of 
I 660 inclusiv e , also Nos, 740 - 1 1947, 1951, 1953, 1954, 1958 

1
774 inclusive. An excell ent ! and 1961, 2 copies each 1959 
collection. i and 1960 and 6 copies of 1950. 

large bound volumes of lls€nets l PLEA.SE QUOTE LOT NOS. rLOT JO - offers requested for -;-t----

1934 - 36 issues comprising some j FOSTAL OFFERS ONLY J.T 'n!IS 
00 copie s in Nos. 1359 - 1400 ! STAGE, 

~ · j ,_N_o_c_ALLERS __ • _____ __ 

Executrix - Mrs. I, Carpenter, 
230, i'atford Road, 

Harro1r, 
MiddJ:. 
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THE EDITOR'S CHAT 

LOOKING BACK: 
It is , of course, the basis of our 

movement , It must be th e f avourite pastime 
of read ers of Coll ectors I Digest, The 
magazine which prides itse l f on being as 
modern as t omorrow, neverthel ess has most of 
its r oots in the pas t. The spo t light swings 
wic.et.aingl7 over th e various highli ght s of 

ye ste ry ear , Ther e i s something ead and samething sat i sfying in i t, I n 
looking back , I mean . 

It i s pleasant , dur ing a genial half - hour, to be wafted through 
space to th e year 1912 t o 1922 or 1937 . lie enjoy the tri p , but fe w of 
us would wish to s tcy the r e , Going back is l ike n holid a y, It would 
cease to charm if we were there al l the time , 

Like looki ng back on schoo l days , lie r emember only the pl easan t 
phases . lie for get the hill s , and how stee p, at time s , we found them , 

lie a ll know, unl ess we are hopeless l y bi ased , tha t the life we 
know in 1963 is bet te r and easier for everyo ne t han it was forty years 
ago , In England today t here is no re as on for anyone t o st arve, There 
is no need for anyone to work l ong hours , or, in fa ct , t o work vecy 
hard at a ll unless he feels so inclined . All too many, meybe , have no 
such inclination . No longer is i t necessary for anyone to re frai n fran 
calling in a doctor on account of th e bi ll which wi ll follow , That, 
maybe , is the greatest advantage or- living in 1963, 
·- It i s a mi stake to , dwell , to o. much .. in .. t he ... past, ..... .!: .... !i.!;.!!.!?.:.t.! ... t~~--
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th e pr esen t. And that is a pity . Some people arc patronising in a 
ldndiy way to those of us who lo ok back . Other s openly sneer . 

We talk of how cheap thin.,"S used t o be, and forget that a modern 
youngete r can t hrow away half-a-crown without turning a hair, while 
we us ed to rack our brains in 1924 to find t he humbl e tuppence which 
would buy the Magnet. Kids today , with their almost unlimi ted pccke t -
money, their fr ee milk , their cheap meals at school , their unending ,..J 
entertainmen t on T, V., their triie abroad, and coW1tless other bl essings, 
would be l ost , bewildered , if th ey suddenly found th emselv es set down 
in th e England of the twenties . 

The progress people aro ri ght when they tell us t hat we have so 
much for wt.ich to be thankful in 1963. We know it. We may agree wit h 
th em when they tell us t hat th e past is only · useful when we learn from 
it and correct the mistakes so that the present may be so much bett er. 

But if we who like to look back are often blind to tho joys cf the 
presen t, it can be said tha t progress people are often wilfully bli nd to 
things which wore, in fact , better years ago . 

On cne matter, certainly, Digest readers are unanimous . Peri od­
ical s for the youngsters of yes te r year were inf ini tely superi or to any 
papers on sale in the shops today . There is nothing in this modern 
world which comes within streets of the pre-war Magnet, Gem., Lee, Union 
Jack and tt.e r est . If something approaching the quality of t he ol d 
papers was availab l e at our newsagents, the codern world might be a 
great deal better than it is . 

No wonder that so many r eade rs sighed happily , ver th e picture 
on our March cover , even though, so far as the papers depicted went, 
it was rather a mongrel drawing . 

OUR 200th NUMB,}!: 
The current is sue of t he Diges t is another of our special en­

larged issues . The cover is drawn for this number by talented Henry 
Webb. 

Many r eaders are writing t o remind us thAt our 200th number is 
now not so very far away. They feel that we/ Should mark the occasion 
with a double number . HoW' docs the idea appeal to you - al ways ranem­
bering that a double number would be double the price , and woo.Id take 
a great deal of f i lling? 

THE EDITOR. 

WANTED: S,0 ,L' S wanted (any school? also Sext on Blakes -.nd series Nos. 
400 onwards and B,F,L. ' s 600 orntards , 

1::._ M. HILLIARD, 45 _MOORBRIIX:E LAI:~- STAPLEFORD,,. NOTTINGHAM. ····--,.··-····-·-· 
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It. wu ear}y ennlng at Slade , SKI Br a:HhbHn had written: •Betnc a 11)\.1\18 IT. Bu(jdle •• seated at the table 1n hi• puddtn1, Ill)' st1ter poured ao l den a t roop over studl' marking F..ngl1sh papers . IT . Buddl e ' a her oodt tna , t or her busbond had a ll'l'e& t upeclal N,Pona t blllty •s t he Lower tooth In t he ga, o'f'en.• Fourth F«-, but he t.eusht D\altlb t.o oc.ber ir. Buddle waa crt.ndtng h l a dentures rcrm u .. 11 , so a snat deal or ttr . end tcr tbbllnc a c01mtnt coneerntn& un-BUddl•'• apart t i me wa, occupied wi th ~ • att.acbea par ti cip i al phrtt,les N8l 121, mork ln & ot paper, . t.elfl)herte bell aouncted. Wteh a snort, he How hard a 1choo111Mt er• 1 lot ll8Y' be &ral)bld ~ the lnatl"Ull8nt . dtpe noa l,l)On bl 1 OM'! eonaetenc, and ~ •Buddl eL' be m apptd . how l'!l"loutlY he ukta h is work. "" • Oreyne A cold Yo t ce caDt onr the 1'ln . thl ma t er ot the 'ftll rd F"na , t or tnai.anc e , •T,i.ta t s t.he Reldlaa:te r, Nr. Buddl e. had pl ent.J or mmitt na to do, but ttr . Orayne Pl eau meke It oonn n lent to cane to rrt1 ael.doc bothered to rtod t he work writt en b)' at.ud:1 without delay . • hl a fOl'9 , end MNl.1 oontent.td hlmelt with ttr . Buddle cr1mctc:1. Re had bun a p l .etng • NO-tnk ttlk u c.be tooc. o t each ma,ttr at Slade t or uny years end Tclued pace. It wu not ethaU1tln& c.o Hr. Drayne, hh poac., buC. he ore.en t otnS the Pr lnc loal and tc. waa qutte satt1 t y lng to hie ton . ot Sl ade a aore trial. However, Prln o t., aJ.1, Ia ccntraa c., IT. Bueldle r t &tl ever)' li ke horses , hod to be 11Yen dl et r beads , p l tce •t wort oant ull.Y, and an t H&Ye b7 •t wtll come 11:Dd t ate]Jr , 11r. Scarlet' t.be u m Hr. Buddle bad fl nl lhed wtc.h tc., satd tr . Bmdle . pN scnted thl cenerat eppearslet or an 1, roae t o bi s ten •tlh a 11&b, ah:S Ordn ance SW"'Yt7 map. st.ood tor e. momenc. con t t1111tac. tna the l arg e Just as the te l ephcne be ll l"M&• Mr. pil e ot n:erc l sts s tlll al'f&ttl n1 tb e at e.am Buddle wu ,rea tl Ln.& with an eaq turn ed or bla red-I nk p-, . n..n he 11t c. bla 8'-ud7 
.:;t•.:...;:b7:....:;........,.=;..:;.:..:'"'.:....:•_r ..:h.:..l•= - --'- ' •.:.."- ·;..... ___ .;..;;:.ndc.:;..ood= .;;.•;;;;h.;.;l•;..-;;;; down 'Che tenc U:a o t t1Ntera1 
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con- tdor . ni.e Hesdt'.ls t er1 s room wns t.he ! were tT. Boodle's beys . 
l a.st on the corridor. Beyor.d lt was th e i •Whi ch boy?' decanded Nr. Budd.le. 
gnien batze door 1!111.tch led to the Head- ; Nr . Scar l e t t'roM!ed his dlsapproTal. 
master 1s privat e tl at. ; He said sharply: 'Kt ndlY explain to Hr. 

Hr. Buo:l.le tapped a, th e stub' door I Buddle, crayt ard.• 
end entered . l Gentle QOCkery .,Jhoned In the race <lf 

The Meo.as t er ot Slade waa a large j ihe goo&-lookt ng young &times ma.n.er , 
man. He sat behlnc:1 a larg e desk ln a larg e •nie boY In que stion, Hr. BUC:1:le, wa.s 
oluttr, wttll his larse hands c.l asped ooross ; Heredtt.h or your f orm,• he sa id. 
hl s large wail:tcoa t. Re spoke tn a 1arte 1 'Heredtth J11 111.tt"!!llr'e Hr. Buddle . fbe 
votoe: ! gleam of war almst dl sappenred from his 

• c,me In, Mr. Buddle. Close th e doer' \ eyes. 
Having alreocb' come tn, ttr. Buddle ' 11eredtth l ' agreed Hr. Cra, ford. • You 

closed the door . ! yourselt have often described him as Ohe 
Two masters were st.anding before Hr. 1 most ott enstve yooth ln the school. • 

Scarl ett s de&.. Qie wo.s Hr. F'rooo, tb e · The gles,.11 ot "01" returned. 
Housemaster . T!le oth er was Hr. craytord, . •tte~lth has a~ good 
g~s mst.er and gyTJ instruct.er at Slade . l qualittes,• snapped tt-. Buddle, moment-

Hr . Buddl e looked wtth some surpris e : srll)' f orgett ing a hundred bad 'IUallttes 
at each ot th e UU"ee masters ln tlZ'n. : posse ssed ~ t he sald Hered1t ~. 
Hlddl e-aged Hr. F'romo "as grnvel.y dignified. : Cl-!!Yf Ord .shntgged his shoulde r s. 
'!bere were spots ot h igh colour In his 1 • I happened to be passing bf SlC2 I 
eheeks "'1.lch seeced to indicat e thet he was j heaJ"d Heredtt".l reterrlng to Nr. F'roa., tn a 
atnWtlin& with some ton:i ot supi:Nand : dtsnspecUul mamer. Ht s J.3nguage i:.as dl,... 
QDOC::ton. \ gracetul . I though tt unseec)¥ that a111 

Hr. Cra:yt ord was a young man In his : junior boy d\ould sped< In ~ a mRmer ot 
middle twenties . Hanctsccie o»d self - : the sen tor housmas t er or thls school. • 
pes:se.s.,ed, he returned the hnrd stare with '. ' ()lite rtght l ' said Hr . F'romo toro e-
"11<:h Hr. Buttlle favoured hl1.1. 1 tull.¥. 'I em obliged t o you , Crayford, tcr 

ttr. scar l et's cha.tr creake d as he ~"tng!n g th e ciatte r to the 11.ght or day.• 
threw hls weight back on tt. He regarded tt- . Bearlet "18 regardlna Hr. Buddle 
Mr. Boodle severel.)' . thoughtfully. •Hr. Soodle , 1 he satd , •a t-eport. has J • u. appears, • said Hr. Scarlet, 'tha t 
been IIIQ(2e to me by Hr, Crayford concern ing · ecoe masters have been vexed by bey, lllho 
one ot ycm- b(lys. It ts quit e serious.• arrlv e late tor th ei r iwals tn the d in ing 

•Indeed , RedlaSter?• hall • .lfter th e l ast st.err mNtlng , ttr. 
Hr. Boodle shct a host tle 1lmce ln : Frano posted a not lee to state tha t any 

the dtreettm of the eaoes CASter, and Hr. bey 'M\o pNsented hi mself more than ti n 
Cra7fcrd's right eyelid c l osed slt&htlY tor · ninutes late tor MY ceal l'fCllld hencefort h 
n. mocl?nt. ; not be a.J.lcwe«l to participate ln that meal. • 

•Hr. frot:IO ho.s, in t oot, been cal~ = 11r'. Buddle nodded a trUl e dej eot edlY. 
nlated by me of your b()ys,• !.l id Hr. : '9,J.lt e so, Headmste ri I approTed ot 
Scarlet . , ttr. Fromot s aot ton . Some bofa at ClJ ~ l e 

Hr. Bu:Sdle drffl htcs etr Up to his : han been stro lli ng ln to l trich quite t en 
tUll height, Jttiicl'l na.s not CCllslderoble . A · minut es after the bell has rung. In raot., 
el.ea:o or war shCl"le tn hts E'¥8S• Hr. BOOdle . 1 bellen that I my.sell broached the matter 
was always more than a lit t le scared or · at th e start J:'leettng.• 
the Reader.star or Stad e , but any laput a tlon •Jou dld l ' cssented It' . FJ"'Ot!'JO, 
ago.lna t Hr. Buddle' a boys wo.s enough to •so eome or your own boys were l ate 
l essen Hr. &xknet s nervousness. Hr. · t or meals, nr. Bu:Sdle?' said Cra t oro 
Buddle, alter the manner ot some parents , . gently . 'Heredtth , pertu;)s?9 
t elt ent itled to ,a and thtnk Jtlat he liked 'Heredl th, oecastonallY , oert a ln1Y.• 
about h is om boya .. bllt his Nsentment craytord s:illed. 
was hlifl 1t anyone el ae said or thought the • I thought It llkelY . Hert<lith re,,-
aact thing. 111". &ddlel s boys, at"r all, . aented Hr. fromot a nft rullng. It ta with ... _,. .. _________ ............ ._ ... _ .. , .. - ·-·. _, .. _ ......... -... -........ --..... - ... ·- ---·· .......... -... .,. 
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J ~b:S:!,az!;:;:-_:~:r m::: :.:u;• 
Boko Franc>. He descri bed 11r. Promo as a • I should ban dealt with lt BS KerecUth l a 
well, as aJ:IOOl)ous !fld lnterter1ng old bae- / t on:n,-,me.ster, and Hr. Fromo•a !eating s would 
been. • ! have be«.i spared.' 

Hr. Frooo was red. He stared atratght i Hr . Promo antrfed. 
ehead 1n :,utre&ed dl&nlt.Y . Nature had : •1 do not lik e :,our meta,phor s , Boodle,• 
bl essed Hr. Fro m with a large nose, cco- i he aald. • I should hesitate to describe 

=:.:t~::\~:e~o::•:!!;~;e !!t~~ j ~ ::=-~ermr. :.a:::r~~~la1~/: 
ln th 1 a wq . i be ten:ied a nut . • 

Mr. Bcarlet spok e mlldb' , · Cra7t'ord spct.e smoothly. 
•You "111 aaree , Hr. Buddle, th&t sicb . •I ao solT)' th at yoo regard th e 

l'U]g.ll" dtscour\.esY ma t be nipped tn the btd i matter so ltghtJ.y, Hr. 811:kn e. ln oallln.g 
at once.• l upon the wtldo .c:1 Sid eJl)erl en~ of our Heao-

ttr, Buddle breathed hard, He el f.sped f caater , I felt tbat I waa oot lng tcr ibe 
his hand s behind h11 bac«. t best. If h e decides that the ma.t.t.er can 

1 1 deplore dt seourte.s;y as IIIJCh as~ f be handled by th e bay's t c;;n:i,-oaater • no 
one, Headlilaater,• aa ld tr. Buddle . •I 1 doubt be will Jn•tl'Uct you aocordin.glY•' 
"OU1<2 ackS ~t It la not cl ear to me hoer ( Hr-. Buddle set bls lips grlrll.)' . Like 
this matter eaue to Hr. Fromo•s personal ! mel'f1 n0f'L19.l.ly ceelt peopl e he had a well-
not i ce.• 1 developed atraln ct otisi.tnacy l n hi s 

•1 told Mr. Frmno, • said Craytcro. j natuN . Furth en:oore, h e <21sllked cre:,tord 
'WhY, may I ask?• t lntens el)t. With his obattnaey end hl a dlr 
• I though that the sen t or housema.ster j 11ke working tn W'll aon , he would not. gi ve 

shtt1ld kn°" how boYS or your rorm 1'fl8N: j up east lY. 
ap e$tng ot him , • sa id Hr. Crayford . ! •I oan only say , • he yapped, •that It 

Hr-. Buddl e brlst.led . 1 seeas mdeslrabl e to l.ake too DICh note or 
•rou mean, eray r oni. that tt was too ! conversation we happ en to hear between th e 

good an opportW'll ty to lo se. Yau wl!ll ed ! bo)'a when th ey are obT1ou.sl¥ tmaware or our 
to mat e mtach te t aoo. to wound ttr. FroCIO a t l presence. You ~re pas sing by, Yell SIJ¥ • 
tbe sai:'16 tl1n&.1 j ~. Cra)'t ord. You heard the se bQ)"s taltJng 

Ct-ay! ord shifted his feet mieaa t ly. l on tl'le pla,ylng rtelds _,. 
•Nothing ot th e .sort L1 he siapped. ! •tt was not a, the plaY ln g rt e lds.' 
' In wv case , • aald Nr. Buddle , 'I pre- \ •You beard theci :.n th e gymas lum, 

sUDe t hat 11ere<Uth was not io}klng to you. 1 tben --
Almost a ll school.masters acqutN nlcJcnmes · ' I t hB not In th e om as lum.1 

ammg the i r beys. We are lllclcy tr we ere . ''then where was 1t7 In th e tolleta?• 
dubbed wlth a nllkname *lch ls not too i dEm8nded tr. Buddle , raising hls TOloe. 
offensive . In Nr. Fro mot s cue -- · Hr. Scarlet t rOlmed• Md tapped on bta 

Hr. Scarlet ltrt ed ,. hand . j dedt . 
'That 1, sc,pblstl')', :~. Bud<2le. It may . •Let ua not forg et our sense ot 

be ICl)oa.slble to pnavent tl'loua.htless ban '. propriety , p l ease , l1r'. Boodle• he said 
t'rtlCD nloknamtng their tnstnactors. But l eevere)J1. 
dlsolpUne <2emmds that action be taken If ti'. Boodle waa qulnrtng nlth 
sueh nleJtnunes ere used tn public.• \ annoyance, btlt he controlled htm elt wi th 

• I agne wlr.h you , str , enttrelJ' &• · an e ttort. 
SlOT"ted Hr. F"raoo. \ Creytora si ?'11 a., though aooth l ng a 

t1r. B\dd le nodded slcalY . He &lanced j refractory child. 
at Hr. Crayford. there ,ras a a&'donto grtn · •t happened to be pesatng by tn I.he 
oo th e gac:ies master• s ltpa. It. inturlnted '. Lower Fourth Form pa.a.sage. Hared t th wes 
tr. Budclle. : In hla study with two other boys • PIJ.grlu 

1 1 do not und erstand , Heacz&ater , ,t)1 i lllld Gari:::ian•aY • Ny at un t ton we., arTes ted 
you ban been troubled tn thls catter• ' ; '*ten I heard HeNd lth refer to 11r. F'JoorrD 
Hr. Buddle ap()ke jer1t l )J1. •ty-. cray t ord \ b7 U\e use of a ntokname . He went a,• In 
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d;;; ; ; ·~o; ~en:: to c.r1t1ctse Hr. F'rooo•s ! 'n\at you mre stond tn~ out stde th e .ttud)' 
new ruling c cncernlng puctu ::l lt)' at ceais .• I li ke a eor:oun ea:,esdl'<lpper, ll st erit ng t o 

•The bQY' - s,,orel ' aa td ttr. F'l"ODO ! the rancloQ chatter ot the lads within ? 
wtth relish. ! Good heaTI!r'ls allve -

•swore l ' eJaculated Nr. BU<tO.e. He l ttr. Buddle s tu t t ered tnt o maen t al")' 
stared at th e hou88Cll.Ster tor a coetent, ! sllence . 
8n:1 then tt'ansfQM"ed h l s 1o.z.e t o th e games l CrtG'ford l s cowitenance was dark wtth 
caster. 1.6.m I to under .stand Ulet you l mger. He look a step towarda Mr. Boodle, 
oWm to han heard Horedlth uatng ba:2 l but Nr. Scar let' s i cy tones out between 
l~e - lffllarlng, tn t act?" · theo,. 

Crnyto rd thrUst his hands into his j 'Tha t WlS a cost 11'.Jlrcper observotlon , 
trouaor s pocket s. He raised bts eyebrows '. ttr. Buoue. r wtll httve Meredith here at 
l ot tll,y. I once . Crayford , please serd HeNd tth t o 

•t oert.a.lnJ.y beard hlm us e str(ng ! oe . • 
up rtss toos. I had no Intention ot CJel'I"' ; •cert a tni, , Hetw:tcaster1• sa ld CrQ' --
ttln t.ng tl\nt ;:,otnt to the Chlet or to ycu. • j l ord. He gl aNd at ttr. BuckUe. 

'WhY not - 1t tc.t111 true? • hoote<I Mr. 1 1 1 requ est th a t PUg:r lm be brought 
Boodl e. [ he.re also ,• bl eated Hr-. Buddl e , •He ls the 

Colour nooded CraYfordt s race . : head bey or ~ tom, Md i t ls l'lll eged t hat 
•certo. ln].y t tts truet I was P erse I he was a partn er 1n thi s pro t rine conversa-

t o cws l ng ;you eo.nccrn at the l anguage t1on ,• 
90cie ot your beys u.set• sa id Crayford Hr-. Soar l et nOOded. 
b! tte rl.y . : •Fetch P1lgrUD Md Neredit.h ,• he 

•You "l'8I'e averse t o c.\u.stng rae con .. i directed, 
cem t yet you were not averse t.o C81J.s1ng \ Hr. Cra.YtOZ"d deported. Mr. SCcrl et 
Hr. rro oo pa tn. An odd nrgumentL1 re- ; aat dol'fl aga in at. his dellk and waved a ?wld 
'.nrted Nr. Buddle cont •tuou s}y. j in the atr. 

Mr. Scarlet l nterveneci. j •Be sea ted, gentlemen. I think 1 
' Slade beys do not use strong ; ~l not need t o det ain 70\I 1~ ,• he sai d 

l quage , Hr. Cr8YfOrcP he aaid eoldlY, \ kind ly . 
•should you be aware or my boy doing ao, '. Hr-, frooo sat dOM1, a picture or 
it ts 10ur dUtf to report the rette r to "Iii : Offended dignity. Jr , Bl.ddle a>nd 80f'Oss 
at once. • : t.he rCX1C. and st()(ld st art~ through Ule ,rt.n,-

• t t m ao1TY, str . I Intended to ; dow in t.o the darkne ss without. 
reconstrat e '4 t h th e bay cr,sal! in prlv at e.• : cril.Y a short tb elapsed Tban r.ber e 

•aaton rebltii ng sir.L' wttered Nr , j wa.s a tap at the do<lr and Cl"eytord eni.erect. 
Buddle , and Mr. Scarle t gave htc a sh!l1'1) i ' Here SN ?1eredl t h md Pllg.rl~, Heac,-
l ook. \ caster- ,• he Mnouboed. 

The Hea:21:rester rose to h is fee t. [ liered lth an1 Pl l.o'! c sto«I before Nr . 
•I think ,• he sa id, 'that we r:ust j Scerlet t s de.!fc, tr, Crwtord c l osed r.be 

send rcr Heredlt.h. I presw.,e, CrCO'ford, : stoo;y door , !fld stood with his bade to lt . 
that yru to l d hli:i you ll'OUld be reporttrc i At Che w!ndow, Hr. Buddl e turn ed mm ane 
Ms eonauc t to me.• : gazed at hta two pupils , 

•cert a in))' I di d, sh• ,• Cl'a.YtOrd \ BoUI. boys "8N wear ing the t:iaUVe and 
hod resatned his usual sang-tro l d.. •As t Nll te bl azers or Slade , Both stood with 
,oon as I r ealise<! the glst ot the talk in ! th ei r haMs at t.he lr s ides , Hered l Ui, r at r­
t.M stud)' , I opened the door _. ; hatred# cherubic, stared ln convi ncing ~ 

'What?' The word cam U te a PUtol , prtso at his Heam&ater-, Pl)gr1. m, dar1. , 
shot trm Hr. Bmdle, 'What? Do I hear , sllghtl.y taller, l ooked t n d.1S081 st hts 

ir t ght? You c,pened the d.oor?• rorci-aaac.er. 
•Cert.a in))' I opened the door.• 1 Heredlth ,1 sa id Hr. Scar l et ate.ml¥, 
Hr. BUCl:1l e ala>st pi'll"lted wtth , 'Hr. creyrord h:i.s ciade III repcrt. io ca .tilch 

fQlt lon. / has .-iocked DR. I ham that 100 ha'" 
•A.re we to llld a-lta'ld that you heard f tz"ld.leed tr , F'rol:IO. ' 

Nere dttht s eOCJDents thrcUg.h a closed door? ' ' 8i<b:ed Hr. F'romcJ?tl HerecHth' • 
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honest blue eyes opened wide wi th alanl. stud)', air . We weN chaU.lng u we did 
•tw, air? Oh, slrl No s l r l l don't know our prep . • ~:! UM! words ceana , a tr, but I haven•t done / riaster~·e;1":!:!:\~:~~~~ 

ttr-, scarlet gave an llr.ltabl e aestl.JJ"e. •He~st er , I do not sugg:Ht tor one 
He glanoed at Nr. Buddle , mccent that eU.ber PUgrlm or Gan..onsway 

1[1 thi s boy of your tore. aental.lJ' waa engaHlng In a dlsgraeetul converaa-
detect l ve, Hr, Buddle?• he dmmded, Uoo, It was t1erec:Uth N'.lo was d'lallb.8 

1 The boy, sir, la a Uttl e s lq,le , out abuse agai nst t1P, Frooo.• 
orw:t rather IMocent for hla years,• said 'I wasn • t &houUng,• aald NeredlUl 
Hr, Buddle, forgetting tor the oa.>ent Ule !allk:11¥, 
crlmlnal record or th at 1clden-b.atred •we ..ere quite taken abaok, s ir ., 
mecber or hta tore. lllhen Nr. Cray ford 08C)9: in.• put tn Pll -

l'tr, Soarlet 0-0ughed , The boy oei- grtm. 
tatnl,y looked slqile and tMooent , bl.lt tr , 'When I was talking I dl attt. know 
SeArlet had r,et l'teredtth bet ore . that Hr. CreYlord waa outsid e wlth hla ear 

•The word I uaed was tradUced,' aa ld glued to the keyhol e, • uplalned tlered1th. 
Hr. scarlet. •You uae<1 an ottenaln ntck- •st r __. ejacula'4?d Crayford 
name ldleri reteJT 1ng to ttr. F'ra:>o. • ,ulphuroua!Y. 

• Otd I , atr?- Hr. &.tddle &011&<4 In anycne but a 
'Old you not?• thundered Hr. Scarl et. achoolz3ast.er it would. have been a gr t n. 
Meredith jlEC)ed In alaro. WheU'ler a smtle or a grin, It Tonlahed as 
•oh, s1r1 No, str l Yes , strl I Hr. Scarlet sudelen.11' looked up &.t. h im. 

called hm Boko, sir . E'verybod7 calls hlm •tteredltbl• Mr. Scarlet.la vo1oe 
Boko a1r. I think lt' s because ot hl a W8S ver:r deep. •t warn you that your 
nose , str. But l i e always ~athetlo, pu..lSllDEr'lt 1a llkel,y to be nry severe. 
air. I sa id 'F'8.l"IC¥ having a cold t n that l ' Do not cake thi ngs WQrse by tqiertlnenc e 

Hr. Proc!O rose to h l a teet t o ttr. Crayford . ~ 
'Th l• Interv iew ts patntul to me, 'Cb, s1r l ' moaned Neredlth., Ha 

HeadDa.ster ,• he said . •w1Ut ymrpeniil,sloo ~ed ht s 1Mocent blue eyes toward.a hl a 
l will wtthdraJf. J ai::t 8\r'e you will deal t on,-maste r . 'P le a.se apeak tor me, sir. 
In ex611pl3l"Y tashlon wt th this uncouth You know oe, si r . • 
member of Hr. Buddle'a term.• •1 kno,, ycu , Nere dttllJ• agreed Hr". 

Nr . Soarlet noo:ted. Buddle. 
' I will see you lat er ln the staff Hr. Soarlet cl eared his thro at Md sa t 

loung e , Hr. Fromo, and not l ty ;you ot CO' som&thlng W'lder his breath . fllere was a 
decision In t.bts matter. It , as seeca ln- ooment ot atlence, <llrlng Ylllch Hr. Cra,yforcl: 
d loated, this boy receiv es corporal punish-- fidg eted. 
ment, I think you shou ld wi tn ess It . • 'Pilgri m,• sa id Hr. Scarl et. a t l ast , 

' '11\sr.k you, air' Hr . rromo gave a •you ar e Hr. Buddle• a head boy. Tel l me, 
stttr lHtl e tncltnatton or his head . •1 ac l a 8"&&rlng a ccm:ion practlce In )"OUl" 

oont.ent to l eave the mat ter In your hands.• atud)'? 1 

tr. Premo, In high dUd.geon, wlthcrew . •swearing? • 
J.tter the housemater had gone, ttr. Scnrlet Both bc)'a echoed the word a\ ontw . 
conoentrated his gaze onoe more upon Both tumed rwd. 
Hered l th. •No, stri• said Pilgrim. 

'lou resented a new ruling made by ' Oh, s1r , • gas ped Keredllb . As 
ttr. f'rol!Jo oor.cern tng punctu allty at oeals . usual, when under the siresa ot emotion, 
In ccnsequenoe, us i ng dtsrespectf'Ul sl ang he ran hla hand s through bls mop or 
upre.sa lons, you abused ttr. rromo tn the golden hair. 'Oh, at r , we d0nt 1 swear. 
pr1T8CJ' ot your swtty, apeaklng so 1oua17 tt • s bad rOMD, atr. tty Cath er ea:,a tt•, 
that you were overti.eard by Hr . CraTford "1o a sign ot Sl lnf erlorl\J coq,ltoa\t on, 
was paastng b)' ln the corridor.• air. He ool,1' ..uara aomettmas, s tr , ll ke 

P11&rlo spoke ror th e tlrst. tl ce. When he geta a puncture, a ir , Hr . CraJ'""> 
'Nobody waa speaking loud).)' ln the . tord onlY swears at ua on r.he apcrta tteld 

.... ·- ·-~· -·-·-·---· -· ··· .. ·· .... ·-·-·-···--· ·-~-·· ·--· ···-- ··- ... ·• ... -- ...... ... lile.n , he
1 
8 anm, .. sir - . and .. t .. al•a>'• c l oa e 
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r:, ear , , s lr _. ; NerecUU'l thNw back bb head. 

1Sllem: e, ttGNdlt.h ' ' hcottd IT . i 'I COO• tt Up, sir . I think I om 

Scarl et. ! Noed>tr It. I dlctn• t Cllan 1t c.o ottend 

tr . Buddle S11ltd !'rosui, aice agaJn. : w PtrlOII' • decent ears . • 

• r protest , a ir &• satd Hr'. cra,tord i H1 reotted: 

to a crlndlng wlce. 1Thl1 boy t, a dt,­

guat t,_ Uttle liar -
Hr. Bcarlet frowned, and cturried on 

tb• desk with bl1 t1rcu 1. 
•w, c2cn•t s,ear In r:, 1tuctr, atr ,• 

&aid Pllcrt a. • I tb tr« nr . craytord cean, 
a ,1111 bit or mym that Neredlth was 
sql~. It was jus t ru bbltft ard Ntredlth 

didn 't e1een anyth tna:, bUt t Sl.l)poae Hr. 

cr-aytord heard lt -' 
fttere II.ls th e sllghten Intl .et.Ion or 

oonte~ t In Ptlgr tc.• 1 TOlce, «ld ttr. er~ · 
tord gnm,ed hh lc.wer llp . 

•A ffl)'DI?' Hr . Se-Orln lltit(I hls 

hands in horror . '.A ~ ? What was Ult 

11\)'m? R,peat ti to oe la:iedl a tt1¥ , 
11trecUth. 1 

~IU\ turned a look or Nproach 

"°"'81"ds Pllgrto. 
• Oh, ,1r,• Heredlt.h was gulrc a t 

the carp et new. • t dmt t lik e to tell you 

str .• 
•rou ne(ll'I,' said Hr. Scarl e t tn 

t erT ltytna t?n u , • that 1t "a.a an 1J:l)roptr 

my'1'le - 1COeUl!"11 lll\tch you dare not utt er 

l.n the presence c t yotrBeacbuter?• 
•You nigh t not lh:lentond , air .• 

a.d>lecl 11tNdltl> . 
l'r . BoocU• W38 look.I,. gri m now. It 

was Hr-. Cr-tl,Yrordt s UDTI to IClll e . He sold 

s,oo thly: 
•The m ttV" ls cl ear , air , I hope, 

sir , tho.t ycu "111 not eoqi el 11endlth to 
utter sdl a crucUty 1n your a tlley . • 

Nr. Saarlet st.ood up. He cluped 

th e edges ot his 8°"" Ol'Or hla cheat , and 

glared d""1l at Nerec:U th . 
•Beyl lq,l eassl t boy _. 

P llgrlo broke tn . 
• U, ...a.:,,•t wh3t Jou tbl nk , atr. It 

was silly , bUt Chatt a all , ' Re Jt rtced 
HeNdlU\ by t.bt arc. •Tell t he Head, 

JOU ClOM'll1 

ltlrtdtth raised his hones t blue e,u . 
Hll gol den hatr waa tuzitlll na onr his t o~ 

head. Be c,ot e tn o lOlf TOtce. 
' Shall I te ll JOU, atl"'r' 
•You OBY tell ot , Hertd l th , It lt 

.. 111 not ot tencl the ears or err:, decen t 

per.on ,• aetd nr. Boarlet hen t].y. 

•You O<De IM ee, l ate tor d1Mtt , 
You are llk elte io get thlM et . 

!Stand or J)Uddee, Jollee a00<2ee -
Bcko Uckee - d.al:clee qutotee . • 

He added tna enuoual.y; • I t i s kind 'Jr 

Oltnu e , si r , • 
1bere was sllence tn the st.uct,. Hr. 

Buddle t el.did his aros tf'ld t.urned 1!11fq. 
J.tter • DCDtnt nr. Scarln sat dowl. Pll ­

&rtc was atartng stratatit lhead , NaredlCh 

bad turned hla 800 eye, to the ON'J)et. 

Hr. Soarlet l ooted up at ttr. a-a,t fJrd. 
'That was Ult - th e rti.Yot you htonl , 

· Hr. CrQYf orcr?• he queried , 
'Soa ethl ne of the son , sir . It wu 

, the eiq>letl n ,.'ltch won-led ae , or «iUNe . 

: lt wa, preced ed by lnveotln ag&tnat Nr. 

1"ruJo - lfld the UN or the <lbJectlctiable 
ntcknaoe. • 

1 QJttt 1• sa id Hr. 8ol)J"let. Pe turned 

hla HftN! sue te>ea tbt two bq 1 • • 1 ac 
dlepl et\1'8d with 7ou , Pll&rlm. A• f't' , 

Btoil et • head bey you ltlould dtacooraa e 

~t l u s dl,re !l)t ct towards • ta::i141r or 

the acho<ll atat t. Howenr , e.s nr. eray,­
r orc1 hd Dade a point ot exoneratt~ you 

and Gan:ie1u"t1,f, I wUl content Q.Ystlf wtth 

warning JO'U. J.a t or you, Ne.Ndl t h , severe 

oorpara1 pubtah::ient ta tndtoa tec:1. rn a 
rxcent I l'ball dtscu.aa with 1wr t~ 
mst.- &1 to Wh&th er tnl n strcke, or tll.e 

cane ~ be SJftlctent. • 
•Ob, 11111• cu:tlle(I 11tredlth. • 1 ' • 

dt lloatt , at~. , Isn't It otul , 11r?• 
~ tath. .. lfOUld be Yfll")' worried It h i tn ew, 
l lr , It JOU OOU1d cont.ant Jcurtelt lJ1' 
warning me, too , str __. 

'D'lough' ' rapped ttr . So.arlet , •YfJu 

•tu prepare yourselt, KeNdtth , c.o NCeln 
ohutt ser2nt within the next halt--bcur, t 
lhal.l aend tor )'OU and yoo will be 

pg:11mec1 In th • pr H enae or Nr, F'ratJO. You 

will both now " JtbcfJ"'m.• 
The two boys wtibdrtw . Aa tb e door 

oloaed b4iblnd the a , Hr. Scarlet roN . Re 
IP()k.e io erayroro. 

1 1 whb to haTt a ' '" l'U'd a tn prt ­
Yai.t wlUl tr . lluddlt , era,tcrd . t need 

------N -·- -·-- ......... ,_. ................... .._, ... , ..................... , .. ,,No ........ ,. .... m,,,,, .............. - ....... ....,.., ..... , .. , 
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data.in 70u no lwiaar.• ! Hr. 8UCktle open ed bh l lP• io 

' T'b8lk 7ou, s 1rL• aatd Hr . Cnl,Jtord. i 11>eak, but e l oeed the m aca ln. He knew 

• 1 NIIN ' s.o bavt encroached upcr1 7<W" i Cnl)" f onl rather bett a- than rt-. sear.te, 

tl aa . • · dld 1 bl.It he oould ~17 cl a lt:I ae lll10h \(I 

I.a hi J e tt the 1t.ud7, ht w , a,i d:l.a Heal2i:IO..lter ot Sl odt , 

mlgtia tto &llflOt at tr. BUddle , Alt.er a pau.e, l'tr 1 Buddlt aatdl ' In 

tr, Scarlti tum t<I io th e r~ . o.m, l der lng tr. cra:, tc rd and Ntred ttl\ 1 

•tou wlll ogre e with me that o.oa,>oral ! Headmu c.er, I f.hlnk we lh culd not O'"f~r-

pmit thclent cw t be aettd w NiNd lth, Hr, ! look th e peraonal equat.lon , • 

Bmdl•:. ~~:=l'~: •~c.!I~'= I Scarlt;~ e;:,81 ,::4;!~!; :~ 
1 1 IUPPOH 110, HtadmBatar-, but I dO : 'Th.at 11 a strange remork , Kr , Buddl t 1 I 

noc. l lke tht a a rr a tr,• be sa id, •t t l t · de not f oll'-W JOU, Tou are not, l hope , 

rather unaa.Tour, . It bo7• t H l Ula.i, cas t en aiugge,ttnc tbo.t fll"7 Dld>er ot r:tt et at t WClll d 

are crttpln.g al"CWld •I th the obJeet. ct be pnlUdtcld b7 dl all.te or tlfY lad?• 

Ust .-i l ng t o conversatio ns , Ille N l atl onlhlp tr, BUddle' • lt pa Uttit ened , Rt 

between st.alt s, d boya t a llkel)r to bt ter wu, In teat , ,uggeattnc juat. that. , but. he 

pa1Nd . • .,., th e lcii outb lll ty or Qakl ns bl a p.olnt 

Hr. Scarl e t ciadt -, lrTlt able 11,are . "1Cb th e Htedl:lu ter ot Blade . 
1 '!1'1ere l a no queat ton ot anyt hi ng ot ' No, a trt • tw ae;td. 

the eort , Hr. Buddle . I -'OUld be s trong)¥ •v ery eooc:U It. 11 JC/ft Tiew~ Hr. 

&Ter• to my pn,c t tc. o r 8PY'ln& on th e Buddle , th a t thl1 mat te r lbould be onr-

~· • but that. l a Ta.stl7 dlttere nt troci l ooted tcr the rea,c,n t ha t lt we.. onrhean:I 

matnt.olnl ng a atrtct vlgll nnce. A slaet to" aoo.l d~t . I nsi:u ict 1our apln l on• • IT. 

at ntt , Nr. Buddle - a l ack e,t &ood .super- Buddl e , bUt thl a t1 ce I oomot aubaor l be 

Ylal on .. ~ resi U In a slaot , even a to Cbac. 1' la l q>ero t he , t or Ule aak.a 

~ t IChool. Jou wet be well -.re wf cd dl,alpHn e, that 1 ll.l>P()rt Promo MXl 

that. • cr. rorc1.• 
1 1 ac aware ot tt , Heam:i.aat er.• Hr. •n Is for you t o ctactde , Head-

Buddlet a fac e w:u t.roub l ld . ' Had thl 1 caster ,• said Nr . Budell e atttf~ . 

CQnnran.tlon been helnour, I wculd have •IJ'ndoubte<ll7l' ttr . Scarl et dlr 

actvoeat ed strt c,t oeaaur es , no co tt er how the carded hta gOllll'I, end turned to the door . 

lnf orDBtl on was obta ln t<I. But i t wu Inn- • I wlll now walk t o the ~t oocrion - room 

ocuous - or , at l east , ~ teal of sdl oolt>Qy Md lnt om Proc::IO that Hared Ith la t.o 

mmt al lt.r.• NGelve cb.aathement. th::lt r th e c~ 

•A sch ool rul e wu crttl e l aed, Hr, atanees , lt oq l ook better U 7ou 

Buddl e. A onater ' 1 J)h¥1lcal f eatur e wu - eecoq,any ce , Hr. Bud<lle.• 

t r - coeltt tb.e IUbJeet fOIC' J est .• ' '• )'CU wtah, a tr . • 
•te neraU ona of Sls'.le baya have used 1'bt ato _.u r a wa.lltad t.oget.her to 

the nteknace Boko when re rerrln g to ttr. th e other erd of f1as tt r1t ColTldOr. OUt-

F'roclo, ancs he DJat be well aware of 1,, • a l de t ht s t a rt l ounge ttt-. Scarle t. pau.e<S 

mald ttr . BUdd.lt . for a ClCNl&nt.. Paint.]¥ thQ' could be«r tbe 

• Poa, lb)T\• 80tmd or acmeont talking wttb.t n. 

•tt we endecvour to at.op bQY.s tn- tr . Soarlet thnw open Ow door and 

Tlllttnc end u.s:lng nlskn Olills wt lhBll bt ent.eNd . trr, Buddle f ollowed hlm. 

plOll.f.hln& t.be aanda , • arsu ed ttr . Buddle . Hr. F'ra:lo, Hr. 0ra)'n e ~ It". 

•Hr. Buddle ,• sa id Hr . Scar l e t wleh Cl"athle were Na t.Id Sn a.n:i-ohalr a near lbe 

an unchaNicter l atl c !bow of pat.ieoc e. •we Ml8ll tlre trlll ch we.a bumtna; ., Kr. Cre:,tord 

Da1' 88Nt that. Ch,yf ord wu a trtn , tact.• .,.... perohed on the la rae "6bl• wUh hi• 

leu ln band lt n& thls Dett er . a wouJ.d haft back to the door . ,.... Cra7tord waa t,;eJJt tJ:g 

been betwr had hi repo rt. ed Htred lth t.o 7w, and H tf'Y IIOl"d N ad'.ltd t1r. 8C81"l e i end tr . 

but he IMIII tit t.o re fer th e occurrence to a Buddlo. 

htgber autbarl~ , 8lld ,o I mat deal wUh 'A.nd Buddle called the old bO)' a 

t i. Crt\Yford la 7oung , and he t a oni- at efO-l'Oller. Not a bed na t,iphor .twn 

oonae t entt ow:, perllopa.• J OU coae c.o think or lt.. You ahou.ld have 

......... , _ _, ,._ ... .., ... .,, __ .... _ .. __ , ................................................... .., ..................... ,. ......................... __ 
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seen Old P lnkf s t aoe. Hore Uke a ccn-­
st tpated rtil nooero.s ihan e,T _. 

crQto:d broke orr. Frooo, Oroyne 
and Cra.thte h3l r tsen to tl!.etr f eet end 
were staring a t the Headlrciater. In :f.1t"'" 

pr ise , Hr . Crayford a.U ppe d trtt\ tJle table 
and turned rctlnd,. Hls ,a.w dropped . Ht gh 
CQlour fi ooded his ta,e. 

For a cooent or two there WM dead 
silence. 'nlen Hr. Sc.:.rlet spoke . His 
TOIOt semed to cone tl'OC a refri gerator. •ttr. rrooo , I have decided not t o 
punt itl Herec:Ut.h. Art er constde r atlon I 
agree "1th Nr. Buddle Chat It would bt un-
1tbteal to dtsotpllne a boY tor a conver­
,atlon aocldentallY overheard. It ta 
w,deslnble t or th e beys t o tetl t.hnt tluey 
are being watched Md every t teo or Idle 
chatter noted. I sugcest , Hr. Frcoo , tha t 
it ta unwise to be too sens itiv e over t.he 
t.anents ot thought l ess boys. Hr-. Boodle, 
tJ81 I trouble you to convey a f ew 1POrds ot 
90Jem "8ITII~ to Nered.ltb or YClll" ro:m 
and r.o tell hlo thot , on thi s occaa l on, the 
aatc,er ends hare.• 

•I shal l be tl.Jl>PJ to warn KeNdtth, 
HealEl,a.Ster, • purred ttr. Buddle. 

11:r. Scnrlet turned and strode tro n 
the rooa. Hr. 81.ddle .!lltled a wan:i llt tla 
SJtlt. 

•coodntght, gent1 e:oenL• sa id Mr. 
Buddle. 

Walking "1th slow cUgnlt)' , he 
the Hed:lS.Sttr . 

Fi ve o lnutes l ater Mr. Buddle 
l ooi:.ed in a t Bt001 Ho. 7 on the Lower 
Fourth Fore passage . Pi lgrim l!'id 08%"1'.Wls­
way were pl eYlng droughts . Heredith was 
sprawltng In a shabb)' armha lr, read ing 
w rurrent issuts or the Cec, 

TM three bays rose as Hr. BUddle 
l ooked tn. 

'Meredith ,' sa id Hr. BUddle, • 1 ac 
plec..sed to tell you th at on this occas ion 
your He~ter hu grac tousl.7 over l ooked 
yOUl" otr enca . You will not be puni shed. 
But _. added Hr. BUddle OCJ1nOUslY, • next 
tlce .... 

Jill left l t at that . 
ttered tth• s blu e eye, were ahtntl!g , 
' Oh, str . how kind everyone t, at 

Slad el ttr a a W()()(fff'tul acbcoll' 
ttr . Boodle withdrew, etcatng the 

door. In tll e passage , lie paua:ed tor a re" 
seconds . He Mard Heredtth • s voi ce withi n 
the stud¥: 

' Trust the old CUr:.1) to se e Ju.ttce 
done, • 

Shaking hls head , Hr. Boodle walted 
slowly back. a t long last. towards his studf, 
to the pil e of D'lgl hh exercises which was 
m.at ttng his Ntum. As he walk ed there 
was tll e sound remi niscent or dried peas 
ra ttling 1n a colander . 

Hr, Boodle was chuckli ng. 

YE O!DE CYNIOOE INN 

Toa Hen,' t ell 8 us t o •Keep S!.ltllng.• 
But tt )'OU keep acitltng tt mates people 
wonder Wt you have been up to . 

""'--'""~"""M"' '"'"'"-"'...,""""""""'~ •"'"'"'"'' __ ,,,,..,,..,..,,_,,~ .... ,,,...,~,- ·-"- '"'"""'" "" '"""°''"'"'_ .... ,..., .............. ,,..,~,,.,,...,, .. ,,., .. ~, 
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J.ta, BAH, oo rm 
BY w, O, o, Lotxl 

Peie • , dol, Rory, a, port.N,7t4 ln tb e H8rftl 
to' Cha grea t arust. J. Abnq Qm:i.tnga. 

Edwin 
Coldwell ln Che 
Jarmar,r tasue ot 
th e Digest reque sted 
an artt oie oo Jack• 
Sm Md Poi.-. Al­
t.hough 1 mat oon­
te s, tbat th e last 
or1g ln 81 stor')" ot 
ttf., J t al!lOUs U1 o 
ai,y..i ored as tcr 
bac..'t as 1922 ... l ndeec:1 
a year bef on I 
was born • I will 
endeal'our t.o g i n 
some new taot. s ('lfld 
data at>oui. three 
very lov ab l e 
oharactera Jti.o 
del !&ht.ad oounu eas 
th ousand • ct readers 
ln their dtJJ. 

'!b e younge r 
Nad er • MW may 
USIZDa that. GNY" 
fr 18l"llr Bt.. Jtrl s , 
SH-ton Blake std 
tJel 90rl Lee "8N iti e 
grea t est mone)"­
splm ert s A.Clal.8t11r 
o.ted Press n-er 
prodUced t n boY• 
fl ot ton wiOUld be 
gre atll' mt st.ak.en. 
In the pertoct 190->-
20 J&Ok, Sem and 
Pete were hoUsebold 
naDes, and It -,uld 
be qult.e sate t.o 
Jlecord that the 
sboY9 trto waN 
oonaldered to be 
tar 0"8aier lhdl 
the Hamilton 
acboola , and the 
two ramoue det.t.e­
tlns or our owi 
Blake end Nelson 
Lt:e aeot.tona. 

1'1e honour 
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or wrtr.tng the nry tlrst atcr'f tn the H8l'U91J11Drth Bros. (lat er A.P . ) venture int o boys 
fict ion was s. Clat"ke Hook in the •Hal f'PWO' 11ana11 in 189) . Tbe S. atSldtng tor 
Sar:Wal am th e most W'llSl al aeeond ohrtsttan nace was t l'le co.Iden nace ot h l s grand­
aother .. wtte ot a Oon ncr or S le lT'Q Leone .. hse rattier was rr. Adam Cl..:lrke - 110rld 
taDOUs trMsl a t« or th e Bible, 8l'ld llho was a trtend or q..aeen vtc.tort a. ROOkt as Ult:1 
reader cm gather, had quite an tntlue ntt al becl[grourwl . Ha wo.s also re l ated to Ja:iea 
Clarke Rook, R.A., orx1 beli eved sltgh tl.Y related t o 1h~ Hook founder or JOON BULL. 

s. Clark e Hook was born at Highgate , Lendon md was edut\ated at Ewell Colleg e. He 
ll"avellecl a great denl rom::1 t l'e world ln hl1 earIT da;,s , am beoaim an expert In Vi.a 
8panlsh }tllg'Ua&e, later uatng thh lnowled&e t o aood UH being a cb 1et tranal ot or at a 
gla a"110rks head ot t toe Bt St.. Relent s , L«ics. (WheN lnoldental.17 Walter TJnr the 
t et:ious Blake writer started ta'k. ). Turning to Junnllt tletton, he put hl.s oolourtul 
tr nvels t.o good us e, Qlough oertalnl.1 hot geograa,.1ca11y curreot. 

111e tlrst .st'>l'Y or Jadt, Bao and Pete did not appear until the 23rd Karch , 1901 tn 
INanel' No • .:,85 entt Ued tThe ta&le ot Death' or •the Creat TNasuN T'raJl' • Jaclt 
onn, a roTlna; EngJ.t~, Oxton! \llde:f'll"8t2Uate - ab f ee t :WO tnd\ a, t al l , and a slon­
dld speotcren ot a can, oeets Sao Crant , a wtry looking Aoer-1eai - bunter 9ld i.np per , 
and the be.It !lbot tor luntred s ot m.1lea around. 'ff\lllJ met Pete, a nesro rroo Zanstbd'" 
1n th e st<re of o Bol1van mining ea:s,. All thre e were pem tl ess . Pete , "10 had been a 
IU"Olw: men ln a circu s , was alsO a 1111Natler and bozez,, 'lhe thre e d18COTW" a tre8S1N 
111\.C"th neer-]7 a citllton pounds m sPll t the torttlle tl'1"8e weya, l od&• the aoney 1n th e 
8Mit ot England ard so tbl adn ntures or Jade., Bts:1 Md Pet e bogtni 

A. ton:t8l" editor or t.tHI ttarnl to ld ce not eo l ong aeo, that Hook took mare 
Uben.tes tbal'l 8lY'./ euthol" ht en:r knew aboUt the lllthlntto .. regtooa of hl a stories - ani 
&ne read.era land 1 tl He JIIIOUlQ place an r.ngum pub rtgb t 1n the ctddle of tbl .A.trio.en 
Jm&l• - and "culd haft put Lions and Tteers ln Iceland l t tt ai t ted hil ~se. Tbt 
TC7 elGKlt.az'f huJx;,t.u', ard slap stick eomd:Y ucercl sed a ohana Cfl the Nader a o1 that 
tt oe. Pet• waa elao a wondt.rtul nntrilOQUtat Sld a singer. Aa a rule, be apote 1D a 
weird tn>• of trok.en Dl.gl.lah auch aa tdat atn• t right , old hoas ' but l'tlen he prootlGtd 
ht • nntrtloqutac tn aooe strance 1IIIS1 bb apetah beoace perhc'l I oan well ND!IOO_. 
me lat.t Hfl't)el"t. LeeunhY alll'Q a Nlattng to people that t.bla was 1q,o111tbl 1 - Md 

·re adera my thtnk Ulat Herbert waa right. 
Foll owing the oeet t ng of th e tal:IOQa tl't«. tha7 appeared 1n acfnnturta au onr th • 

=d-~tf.!~
0:i: ~=t~

0~~':!!~,.-:~1/:ft11 "=l~ ~rr~!t~~t 
Pete would tJ'n:M the bad c:JICl UlroUgh .tlle ll'lndOWI of a sal oon - or Clank then on r hi s 
lcnH "t tih bis enffllOUs hand. In later J eara, t.he growing PoPl,llar1ey ot Pet.er lladt flock. 
.. 1te bt.ci up ln t:Wh tbe l8CII wttt that Frank Rte.hard, plugged Billy Bunter. Frank 
Rlobsrd a inold entallY • knew s. Clarke Rook Tflf'7 well 800 described h11:l aa a 1m.ll , C:arlt, 
4!Pper, extreoely pleasant t 11>1 ot trit er , ll'l th & black beard turning grq. Indeed , once 
Jack , Sac aod Pet e , aa expert Gm reade r s wtll know, iurned up in a St. Jt c t a story, 
ftrt Petet., do&, Rbr'/, near)J' had o r lght. "tth flerrtes ' oo.lldog. Later too Nerry NscUed 
Rcr:, rra:i Ul8 ffYde Park Eerpmttne , 

Later , there were 06tlY ser ies, and who aoongat the older reader s doe s net reoec:t)er 
rpe Old Hoas • , Pet ers bal l oon, 1n l'tlloh th ey drltted all over the world In nrt oua 
adnn tures. There was thB Bt.eao ttan .. an autc:oatt e nan ctrlnn by ate81:l .. 'lltl.tch un­
rcrtunatelY eeemed to be 81"81• sett ing out or control , but Pete being a wl tl"'D tlllcin alre 
oould well affo rd to pay fer th e daoage ooused. 

When t be New Ser l es or the 11ar'n!l coo:oenced In J anuary 1904, Jack , sac and Pete were 
to be rot.n1 1n t.be opening ntl!'ber, ~ to this dat e ~ or tists had llluati" a ted the 
ebarac,tera .. Val a:ld WUlt a Read l~ , Fred Bmnett, o.ncl R. J. ttaodonald , bUt In No, 9 

prot>ablY th e beat of theo all started .. J. Abnq Ctnltnga, and he pl.Qed a lar'ge pan tn 
ci.,kl.ng ii. cbar'aoters aa popular a.a they nN . 

19(:6 l8ff the AceJ.gaceted Pre ss l8LllCh the very ttrat or t.betr Libraries .. and Wt 
btt t l[' ww, aou1d they do ao tb an at.art wtth 'ffl & JACK, SAH iJI> PL"TE LIBRARY.•\.o gin a 
_, H,-•n ____ ... ___ , ____ ,,, __ HM ........ _, .. HO_O ___ ,H0-#0 __ ,., • .,,.,,....,,N.,H••••-........ H,, .. ,..,.,..,._, ., ... , 
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60, ooo IJICrd stcry each n:mth on pa.st aeri al s fe aturing thl t r ao•t tl!IDOl.l.s thl t,i-.cc.er s . But 

Gtter prin ti ng aneral thou aMd coplu or the tl rat t lllO nUClbera, t he power:s,Ulat be thought 

a oore gen eral library to oon r all t t1.atH wculd be aore profitable, 80 th e title was 

alt-end to lfltE: BOYS f'RIDm LIBRARY{ - thoueh tb e t,oous thre e ai.111 ~n.red in =i.ey ot 

t.he e31'ly 1t.ortes . 
1919 ,aw cbl Darlng-PollOOk PUn ccqu, ny OOCl)lt te a •rl ts ot rum t n wrtna the 

fta.Us tri o, 'ftleN &nte 1Tlmlt11,ton, a a JBnt Nearo rroo Berauda , wu pertectlY cost a.s 
Ptie , tll'll11t a hero or World War 1, capta in Oartna, played the part ot Jock . 

Stranctl.7 enou.gh, the deoUne of Ole char octt ra started 11\0r tly ate.er ih Ht r Ums 

"" tladt , accen t uated It t s aaJd b1 th e death or J. J.bneJ' Oim l nga , tb t an.tsi who 

ldeal17 portrqed ht m t6ld also Ul6 Introduction of a bQ.1 called Ala Int o th e at art•s • 

'fllho aeei::i.1 t o have tlH n gnatlY dtaltked by reeder, . A new 1enera tton c f bays " 81 81.so 

In force , eM th ey woul d not accept alt.Uatl ons and out.elated ac..orles flhlch belonged t o a 

period of ,ooe twtnt.7 7ean H rll er. Tbt cbaraotera hall altl)J¥ lolt their aw•ol• 
11..VO' rtaders ban f or .:int •tn!n&• rea.aon bem undtr thl lq:,reul"' Ul.aC. the 

chllractera nppeared right up till the Nornl wa1 acalgaoa ted Into SPCfl't' AND A.DYDll'ORE 

tn 1922, but t hq dtd In root aea.ae ~ month.s tEIJ"U t r . No. 9l,O tn Jar&1arf ao.w a 

patM tto t nd l~ to a aerial ' P•~ ' " Cl rou1t on th t top th lrct or th e baCk peg• • and th e ir 

cl os ing WJl'd1 read ltke m eptteph. 

• oi. l a CllI' cl oa tng night .. Dl'J1 tVU')' he.pplneas be yours fl'ough ur.­

sa ld Pete. 

'It h sad to Part wi t h ol4 trl tnda , but aa Pue se:ta , ao tt DJ.St be' 

aald Jed:. 

• t Jo ln ~ ca:rad es tn the tr wtaheS- aa ld Saa. 

s . Clarte Hook retired Jo 1922 t'l"OII, ,rttl .ng and was awarded a mall penston bt 
Aaal.gacBted Pres s Ltd t or hta atrTlcea t o thl:!II!. Sta death hes nenr bHD aat ab ltlbed and 

U 1a bell e'fed that he ma Wt 4 1.a abr'Oed . 
Att ec:pt:, were made to r9'f tn l:ht ohsrac t era aaa•n In 1927 In Ult small •BOYS 

R£.AU1• Wltre they were ..-ttten by a cvsterJous •Cordon Maxwell' not Hook but Wo.l.t~r Rhl:tte 

Mo N'fl&ld ol d sto:rlta: Ylllllet In th e }01 a they ew•ored once egatn aa IJto, Buck end 

Rag U3t 1n the AAfrliDt NVlaed thia til=e by Pel"C¥ A. Clark. I und.e.r a na:,-de-pltCt e (Shtlte 

and Clllr'kt or eoura t ere 1wa1ter atwan:ia • 8'1d •ttarttn rt-aser• o r Saxto n Bl eke t l!C8) but 

Ult chnr l\Oters nev er oought on (l.£aln wlUi boys ao C,bef'lt we mu,t le ave Jeck , Sa.ci Md Pet ti. 

'Ttie Nader wtll arpreota te that lt 11 IDC>O•• l blt ln l,be scope or one art.tol e to 

,rite all the bJstor,- or th ese I PCU• ct1111n:1,et.er 1 , bu t 1 hop e l hav e l l'ftn aooe aott S""" 

f actton t.o la8fl1 who tt Jll reaans Jack , am and Pett wltll artectt on. 

K: i~. 64~~ .x;: .w~o.,b~;°"°~·~ot.~~ -,~.T~;4~· :J06s':°f~8
1tt12, 1501. 

"'11m Jack 4G ru:N1·1 be~en 1078 and 1"6 (t nclude, 5 DD.as Nos . ) N. Lee lJ:: number-a 

bt tween 259 Md 380. (als o !IODI new 91rl u) . l'lonst..er L.lb. No• . 5 end 9. Cireytrlorta 

s.o.L. n t ew svaN•• Ha&net 90l:II earl.1 ones , bet ween Jl6 and 900 . 
~: A gl'Od oollect ton or Haenet s , maJnl7 1n tht citadlt range . Als o oth er Hemll tontw 

~ III') . Cood pric es pa id . 
~ . TCMIJt PL.la;, VA.Jrf<DNDl 8 • B. O'.>IJ..t181A, CAHADA. 

~ 2 'foltr.)la ot SChoolgl rla t ON'I Annu al 1924, 1927. Bodes b7 o.t . Roch e a ter tcr 
~Md 21- each . 8t 81l1)1 fer lale or exchange. wmted - Nel,on Lees , s . o.L t a, 

NBgneta , ttonners. 65 BDmfAN STRD;r • Bfl..f'ABT. 
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BL AKI ANA 
Conducted by Josephine Packman, 27 Archdale Road , 

East Dulwich , Lon!on, S,E, 22 

I am very pleased to say tha t - thanks to some of T!Jlf good friends, 
I now have sufficie nt material for Blakiana in IF nd to las t for quite a 
f ew months. To all thos e who have ralli ed round , and t o others who. I 
hope will do th e same, I extend iey gratefu l thanks, 

* * * * * 
FORTHCOMING FEATURES 

llENRI GARROCK - THE SNAKE 
THE At,'TOR DETECTIVE Al:D OTliER EARLY U ,J ' s 
NAME T"dE AUTHOR (a series of arti cles) 
DID C"t!ARLES HAMILTON llRITE A SEXTON BLAKE STORY'? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
SEXTON BLAKE AND THE AllERI CA CUP 

by Vi ctor Col by 

JOSIE ?ACKMAN 

by W. O. G, Loft s 
by Derek Adley 
by Walte r Webb 

By W, 0, G, Lofts 

The r ecent at tempt by the Aust r ali an yacht Gretol, to wrest the 
Ameri ca Cup fro m the Uni t ed States and t he challenge that has now been 
issu ed by Great Bri tain , makes the America Cup a topic al subject , 

Sexto n Bl ake lovers will probably be r eminded at this time of Sir 
Thomas Lipton, Shamrock IV Md Sexton Blake I s services t o them both , 

The circumstances are se t out in Union Jack 569 of S"Jltember 5th 
1914 enti t led "The Mystery of Shamrock IV'', 

Additional historical data is available i n "The Lipton Story" a 
bi ography by Alec Waugh, published by Cassell & Co,, &nd has been made 
use of i n this article . 

The cup , now known as the America Cup, was lost t o America by 
llngland in 1851, Si r Thomas Lip t on had unsuccessfully competed fo r it 
in 1899, 1901, 1903 with Shamro cks 1, 2 and 3 respecti vely, and had now 
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built his latest chal l enger , Shamrock IV, for a race se t down f or 
September, 1914 , 

So that America should have no inkling as to th e ki nd of ya cht 
being sent against her , the st rict est secrecy had been main t ained , 

Only a fortnight or so be fore the departure of the Shamrock IV 
from Portsmouth fo r the Atlantic crossing and the Cup race , Sexton Blake 
had a visitor at his Baker Street cons ul t i ng r ooms that Bl ake had no 
t rou bl e in recognising , for Si~ Thomas Lipton with his st ores , his teas aD 
his yachts and his wonderful flai r fo r publicity was a colourful and 
well -l oved figure , and one that Sexton Blake was pleased to meet. 

"How do you do , Sir Thcmas?11 said Sexton Blake as th e two shook 
hands. "You wish to consu lt me?" 

"Yes ," Sir Thomas smil ed , "to te ll yoo. the tru:'.;h Blake , I am just 
a little anxious , I suppose you know that this year I have again sent 
out a challenge for the America Cup?" 

Blake nodde d his head , 
11Everyo ne knows that, Sir Thomas, 11 he s ai d "and all wish you 

success. 11 

The tea-magnate smiled , 
11~, a.y, 11 he said, "I have certainly tried once or twi ce but I 

really think that thi s time with Shamrock IV, I am going to do sanething , 
She ' s 11 wonderful boat , Mr, Bl ake ," 

"I cun .delighted t o hea r i t, Sir Thomas," the detective returne d, 
11f or if ever any man deserved success, you certainly do. 11 

Blake was since re in his words , fo r he , i n common with every 
other Britisher , had a vast admiration for the dogged Scotsman who time 
and again had tri ed to win back the famous America Cup, 

Sir Thomas Lipt on ex pl ained that he had had a l ette r fran a well ­
wish er in America to th e eff ect that unscrupulous ioon fran that count ry 
had evil int enti ons t owards Shamrock IV, Precise details were not given , 
but Sir Thomas felt that betting in terests could be behind this r ascality , 

Sir Thomas went on "I know you are a busy man, Blake , but I ,culd 
like you to talce on the responsib il ity of looking after Shamrock IV , 
She's quite safe so long as she ' s on the move, there's no ch.a.nee of any­
one t;etting at he r theo , But it I s when she ' e moore d for the night I or 
lying in harbour , t ha t' s t he time you will come in useful , I don ' t for 
a moment think t hat ~ c rew or skippe r would be anything but dil igen t, bu1 
they 're plain , blunt men, same as I am, Bl ake , and it is only a man lila! 
yoursel f I skilled i n th e wey of criminals who would be likely to cu-­
cumvent any a tt empt tha t migh t be made," 

Sexton Blake wanted to know how long his r espons ility would l ast . 



Page 18 
, __ ,,_ .. _,_,, ____ , .. ,--·-··-.... -... -... - ....................... _.,, ........................ -..... -, .. -............................. -......... ,.,._,_ ........... ., 

11Not very long nov11 Sir Thomas returned , "you see I shall soon 
have to )>e get ting her ready t o cross the Atlantic . Within a for t ­
night we will have to come t o !lil end of our sailing tests , and she 
will have to be got ready for the trip ; I mean to sail her across if 
poss ible. But of course, I shall alweys have the steam yacht "Erin " 
close at hand to give her a t ow if necessazy-. 11 

11Then so fo.r as I am concerned" Sexton Blake said , "my task will ' 1 
last say a fortnight?" 

Sir Thomas agreed that this was so , and Sexton Blake acc epted the l,., 
coamission . 

It was to Southampton that Sexton Blake went with the intention 
el18"ging a smal l yacht with which he could take up a moori ng close u, 
that of Shamrock IV. Tinker was t o j oin him at Southampton . 

Fate decreed that th e most suitable yacht for Blake 1s p.irpcses, 
the "Firefly" was already hired to a man whom Blake knew well , th e 
Bon. John LawlJ,ss and his black servan t Pete. Blake was not aware of 
the identity of the hirer , but visited the yacht hopi ng to make a deal , 
cnl y to find it deserl:ed , He pranptly took it over, and with Tinker, 
set sail for Cowes on the I sl e of Wight, Here he sought out Shamrock• 
IY' s mooring place , and having made himself knolfl to the Shamrock' s crew 
settled down to watch and wait , 

The Je sertion of t.'le "Fi refly" by the Hon, John Lawli ss and Pete, 
came about this way. Qbserving tha t a yacht called "Magda" had drifted 
from her moorings and gone aground, Lawliss offered hi s ass istance, which 
was promptly accep ted by the group of raen on t ho Mnis<Ja", these men 
appearing tc have 1i ttle knowledge of yach ting, 

The Magda having been freed , it s crew asked Lawliss to take charge 
and he agreed to do this becaus e of his interest in this strange 
collection of men, He left th e Firefly shipshape , intending to pick 
it up later , and sailed with Pete aboard fu/lda to Cowes, mooring at last 
only a couple of cable l engths away from Blalce and Tinke r' s Firefly , 
Shamrock !V's m90ring being on the opposi te side of Firefly to that 
now taken by the l!a,!da , ~ 

That night a vio lent scuffle broke out aboard the Magda and 
'!'inker heard the spl ash of c man overboard , Tinker jlJl!lped into the 
water and sav ed the man who was about to sink and swam with him to the 
Firefly , where he aroused Blake t o ass ist jlim, 

Great was the surprise of the two detectives to find the rescue d 
man to be Pete , Lavliss ' servant, a knife wound in the back , and weak 
from loss of bl ood, Broll8ht around with brandy, Pete explained that 
Lawlis• . had been caught_ spying .. on .... secret.._conclave of _the .. Magda' s .. crew 
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and promptly seized . Pete , coming to the re scue, had been knifed and 
was overboard before he could ass i st . 

The Hon. John L:iwliss had on occas i on sailed dl:lngerously near the 
wrong side of the law , Lut it had not prevented Jllake from seeing much 
that was good in the young man. Lswliss I enterprises had been those of 
a reckless daredevil , ente r pr i ses that would show no personal gain but 
a great deal of personal dl:lnger. He was the sort of fellow who would 
never miss a chance of having an adventure . 

As soon as poss ible, Blake swam to the Magda, and found Lawliss 
impris oned in a space beneath the bows. He talked with Lawliss who 
told Blake the result of his spying, which had caused the crew such 
consternation. 

11They have e. couple of diving suits aboard here" Lawliss wxplai.ned , 
"and as soon as they ge t the chance t hey are going to fix a mine to the 
Shamrock ' s keel , and send the yacht sky high . " 

The diving suits were of a new type , with air supplied by a 
chanical process , the apparatus be i ng carried on the back , making the 
diver independent of the boat for three hours . The ri ng l eader and an 
assistan t would descend a weighted rope ladder, walk across the bottom 
of the water , using a luminous compass . The mine had floats at t ached to 
i t and could be al l owed to rise on a line until it t ouched the kee l of 
the Shamrock, the line anchored on the bottom of the water, and tli e 
mine expl oded by th e setting of an internal time machine to a selecte d 
time. New York betting interests were behind this das tardly a ttempt. 

Before hearing his s tory, Blak e had in tande d rescuiiig Lawliss a t 
once . Having heard it, however , he ur ged Lawliss to remain an apparent 
prisoner , until the a ttempt to harm the Shamrock was about t o be made . 
He was t hen to free himself from the irons by unlocking them with the 
kilite--· Blake had given him and leaving the Maeda, he was to swiJl1 across 
,o t he Firefly, to warn Blake. This , Lawliss agreed to do . 

Blaklr then visite d the Navy, borrowed two new independent type 
diving s uits, plus one diver , and awaited word from Lawliss . 

When Lawliss eventually pulled himself dri pping vet on board the 
Firefly , things started to move wit h a vengeance. Blake and the Navy 
man donned their suits, and as a faint glimne r from belov heralded the 
arrival of the crooks beneath th e Firefly on their wey to the Shamrock, 
one leading t he way,with light and compass, the man with the mine 
bringing up the rear , tension geve w ey to action . Blake marked the 
l eading man and t : e Navy diver marked the man with the mine , and each 
dropped to intercept his man. 

After n desperate struggle , the Navy man put hi s adversary out of 
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action and returne d to the Firefly with his pri sone r . 

Blake, ceanwhile , had th e mis for tune to trip over an anchor which 
gave his enemy warning of his presence , and a chance to get away and 
bide , and eventually return t o his yacht by means ,,f hi s luminous compass. 

Blake and the Navy man bad thwar te d the a ttempt to blow up the 
Shamrock, but Bl oke found himsel f in dire peril , being wit hout a compass 
and some di stance from the Firefly because of hi s unsuccessful chase of 
his marked man and compl etely lost . 

With his ai r suppl y nearly exh4us t ed , a heavy pulse beating in his 
brain , bre athing agoni singly difficult , weary , exhausted and numb i nert 
feeling pervading his limbs, his eyes filming ever wit h the strain for 
so long and so abortiv el y seeking t o find his way, he was very near 
death when he came upon a fish threshing on the end of a fi xed line. 

In one of its frant i c moments the fish dashed towards Blake , who 
instinctively shot out his unn, wedging the fish under hi s heavy sleeve , 
Blake r eleased the fish and pulling the lin e taut, went around in an 
evel.'-videning ci rcle , hopi ng t o come upon the anchor chain which must 
l ead to t he yacht from which th e fishi ng li ne was attached . He found 
th e anchor chain , cast of f his heavy boots abd climbed the chaih . 
Fortunately he was seen from the deck as he broke through the wate r' s 
surface , and was hel ped aboaro and ably mini s t ered to by his rescu er s . 

Sexton Bl ake was eventually re-united wit h his f'n onds and desired 
only that the transa ll :mtic crooks de pert fran England 1s shores without 
further opportunity for plo tti ne; and planning . By a cl ever rus e he 
scared them i nto departing on the very cert shi p. 

Blake had an intervi ew with Sir Thomas Lipton on board the "Erin" 
j ust pri or to that Sl!lart steam yacht ' s departure with the j ury-mast ed 
Slwmrock IV in tow, 

Sir Thanas was wnnnly apprecia tive of Blake I s service and asked 
him to name his own figure . Bl ake , however, feeling it was his patriotic 
duty to do what he had, decl ined t o accept paym:,nt. 

A little later, tlie "Erin " with Shllmrock IV in tow, started on her 
l ong jo urn ey. As she moved down Soutbmnpt on Water , every vessel i n t he ~ 
broad waterway gave tongue , siren , foghorn anu bell clashing a farewell. 1 

Fran the deck of a li ttle yacht , three men stood watching the Erin } 
until it vanished. They wer e Sexton Blake , Lawli ss and Tinker , and they 
watched until the l ast fe athe r of smoke from the powerful steam yacht 
di ed awey. 

Thus ends the story in the Union Jack , but his t ory tells us that 
when the Erin sailed frol:l Portsmouth in July , the Great Fl eet was al r eady 
assembling at Spi thead . Before she was halfway ac,ross the Atl antic, she 
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had interc epted a message from n Gennan cruiser announcing that war had 
broken out . 

The Cup challenge now postponed, t he Erin took Shamrock IV i nt o 
s11nctuary first in Bennuda and then into wartime li beratio n a t a pi e r 
in Brooklyn . Returning home along , the Erin was u tili sed fo r war wo:rk 
and was eventually handed ove r t o t he Admiral ty for patrol wo:rk and 
finally sunk in the l·:edite rr ancan as she hurried to the ass i stance of 
a tor pedoed cruis er . 

In July, 1920, a fter Elnpi r es had been overthrown , crowned beads 
exi l ed , and casualty lists had darkened every heme, t he Shamrock IV 
made her long pos tponed a tt empt at th e America Cup a t Sandy Hook and 
alt hough bea t en , came nearest to victory of any of Lipton's chal le nge r s , 

Sir Thomas Lipton' s last attempt was with Shamrock Vin 1930 , 
but al though bea t en, his fighti ng hear t compelled him to chal l enge yet 
again , but death interve ned befo r e he could do ao. 

Today, on Univers i ty Heights th e mast of Shamrock IV marks the 
spot fr om which on November 11th , 1776 the English l aunched th e ir 
successful a tt ack a.cross t he riv er upon Fort Washington and forced tho 
evacua ti on of Lo.urel Hi ll. 

Sexto n Bl ake of Baker Stre e t has r eason to be proud of hi s part 
i n \. , e s t irri ng real life historical events , 

* * * * * 

With rere rence t o Hr,, Vernon La¥' a art i cle •Age Cannot W1ther-, I t olnd thi s Vf1r¥ 
tntere atin g m d tntomattve , although tn appendix 2 he attr i butes 'The Hervyn t17st el")"' 
t o NorDsl'l COddard l'tlerens e l sEMhere it b credlted t o Hl chael Storm. 

Regarding 'The Coat.er Kl~ I sheuld aay t t "as writ t en b)' E. w. Ala ts , par ti oularl.Y 
ru1 It int roduces a charact er call ed Jose ph Hur.m:, a t oot.man JilCGI Walter Webb menti oned 1n 
hls ser l e$ ot articles as being a creatton ot thl:9 author . I seec t o rec,ember a u.J . by 
Alai s •The Secre t or the Allotment• 'fltl.lch also brought l n Joseph Htr.n, a f ootaan . 

J..s tor •sex too Blake - Foremm•, I think here again Al a ls was the ,rlter . In this 
e:tory Bl ake essucies th e Ident i ty ot ~ Packer. In a l ater tale tn the sext(ln Bl ake 
Lltll'ery - • Camou!l e.ge• - Bl ake ego.In assuoes this name as torenan of a proj ect and there 
are certa in desor1pt1 ve paro.grophs In eaob s tory Nllch res embl e eadl other. 

•sexton Bloke , Steward• seems to me t o be in the st yl e or Allm Bl a ir . 
By the way, la tt known l'lho wrote u. J. No. 69 •sei.t.on Bl ake's Fir st ease • ? I t ls 

sa id to be by the author of •999' 'Older Susploton" •Behi nd a Mask' 'Tbe Master of 
N;ysteryt' •The Scar l et Hor sellW)1 etc . Do these titl es prov ide a clue? 

r_QfL&.U:: Bound volu me ot Magnets cont.alnlng Noa. 1049, 1050 , 1081 ~ plUs 21 eop t es between 
if~ mld 1}18. 24 copies In all. £4 4s. pl us postage. Also School.glr'ls • OtS\ 
AMual f CIZ" 1925 IJ6 plus postage. S. A.E. tt rat . please. 
flUC FAYNE, EJCD.BIOR HOUSE, CROVE ROAD, SIJlBlT(t,I, BOO.REY• 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Conducte d by JAC'l WOOD 

A day or two ago the postman knocked at my door and handed me a 
packagu which l ooked intriguing. It was intriguing, becauso it was a 
copy of the London Club' s new catalogue of t he llelson Lee Libr ary pre­
pared by Bob Blyt he, 1:ho was my predecessor as editor of thi s Col umn, 
has one of the only two kn01ro complet e sots of th e Nel son Lee Library , 
and was one of t he founder s of the Ol d Boys Book Club . 

The llelson Lee Library catologue follows th e London cl ub I s equally 
admirable Magnet and Gem ca tal ogues , and should prove an equally popular 
best seller , The pri ce i s only 3s . 6d plus an extra shilling for postag e , 
and I can ' t think of bett er value for money aeywher e . 

For , in addi ti on to an exhaus t ive li st of title s of all the 1!18jor 
Nel son Lee Library s tori es , Mr. Blythe has inclu ded the serials and the 
comple t e "cas t" of named inhabitants a t St . Frank ' s. Ne doubt t here 
are omissions - one t !)at springs to mind is that of Dr. Morrison Nich ols , 
who was headmaster fo r quite a peri od afte r Dr. Malcolm Staffo rd . At 
th e same time , Bob has done Franconians a service which i s illllJeasurable 
and should, indeed , put Edwy Sear l es Brooks on the pedestal be so richly 
dese rves in his own right as author and arti s t in words and imagina t i on . 

As if this was not enough, Bob has gone on to find, and list , i:ruch 
of Brooks' work in othe r papers as possible. I t has been a year' s hard 
work for him, but th e result i s a mw:,orable addition to our knowledge of 
the hobby and particularly of one section of it , 

Brooks, it becomes clear , bad a wider output than many strict 
l!nmil tonians would think , and i t is good t o get the re cord straight at 
l as t. Brooks , of cours e , is s till with us , turning out the Norman Con­
quest and "Ironsides " Cromwell series of novels as , respec tiv ely , 
Berkeley Gra,y and Victor Gunn, It has been suggested to me en more tbn.n 
one occasion t hat somewhere or other he might also be turning out some 
Sci ence fic t i on, but that has never been proved - at any rat e to my 
knowiledge , 

The new catalogue i s exce l l ently "tramed" by a cover which fea tures 
th e St . Frank ' s College badge . No hobbyis t should be without this 
addi t ion t o his library ,_sholve s .. - .and that .i ncludes the . Hamilt onians .. and 



the admirers of all the other faniliar au thors . 
Copies can bo obtoined direct fro m Bob Blyt he at 40 Ellesm ere 

Road, Dolll s Hill, London , N.w. 10. I hope to hear in a very sho rt time 
that the original edi ti.on is out of print and that more copies are 

being duplicated , Well done, Bob, a major contrib ut ion to th e Old 

Boys • lore. 
* * * * * * 
JHVailffdWR 

For a at or t r wOUld lik e to sey Wt I am not going t o att~t t o oc:qiare F.d'V' 

Bettr l es Brook.a wtth Chorl ea Hactlton , n,ts l s aor:ietbl ng tha t ta 1Cl)oul bl e io do. ""' 

opin i on on lht mertt a ot the se tNO ta best aurmd up 1t I quot e Addl aon rroa his 

Spect ator Pape.rs 'llbm he aolTed a problea t or '"° or Sir Roger d.e Con rl(!Jls MQua ln­

t YICes fth~ he .a id 'Then is IIUCh t o be &&Id rcr boUl s tdeS- end Md• bolt . pnrt1H happy . 

All I will 101 Is th nt botb Ra:itlt<ll end aroou had their aood points Md , 11t:2U.ar1Y, 

bot.h bad th e ir Makn ease.s. 
Did 8.root:a rulve one eye on hl a crystal ball ,ban he wrot e his ocntron rshl 

1hntast tot ,erh l ? J. t time he 1:181' ,reU ban den•• tek e , t or e:r.aq>le , &he Sahara 9":rlea 

WIG'9 he JnU'Oduced a Oeatr't Sbtp (I.b e t Conquaror t ) llld then onl.y a Jlhtl e later WI read 

In tl:la & tween Olr"M l na ColUCl'I t.hot ~ had tried t o orou t.hl Sahara In a slnUer 

UIOCl'l.tne. Ont pol .nt lllhlc:h aomet.tl'llta eec,opes the pen of Brodc:at crtttoa la that ha waa 
writing f or a young publlo who had no use for 1U.uot.1ona of the t1ce but pre ferred 
,tortes or tl ciu and plaoes th at In real Ut e could not De se en. N'(!/Wt//, \.hey wer e 

ncellent Nading ca terlal , ao ~ 'ffOlT'17 
nw l nt.roOuctl .,.. of IUCb •ltu.attons ?'>..u been a t op ic for Cl.lob dleou H lon O'l'ff' the 

Y•ars. WhJ', people ban a.sited , did Brooks need to t.Me hl a acbOolba)'a "° adl. plaooa a.s 
NOZ"lhestrta , whereas the H8C11lton .choola enjeyed equal popularity tn flOl"Ql1 acboo l 

a1tualt on'7 The er'ISYieT ta posa1bl¥ thl:!.t st. f'l'Mk' a 1'Duld nner haH ad\ lned na 
PoPUlnrlty tf t he at.ort u hoo been on the same Unea aa Grqtrlara , s t. Jlm• s, etc. In 

ono ?Manet .e rl es enn Hmllton used a lf enta atl c' s it ua ti on ,t,tch. all bis achtrerc ,eem., 

t.o forget ., en cr ltt ctst ng Brookal th e aeri es~ . of cours e , Alonzo tbt Btrona tbl ... 

an e xce llent Hrlts. 
Brookste,, a lt ua tl ona wrere ne tting tn th e u tnoe, for our herots wre &lwoya 

doing sooethlng different , lfl eU\er It was holding a barring-out or dlaoo Ter lng a lost. 

world. 
Anot her ant l-Brookt argument l s that th e Hel aon L.ee had a qulek decline and fall 

and was th er ttore net. aa poptU.s aa tbt Hamllt on pc,er-s . But. bow auoh of thi s W"U the 

mth<rf • fault.? I li ke t.o think , ri&btl.J so I hope , nry Uic.l e Jt an,ythtn.a at a ll . fl>e 

za tn tcult lay with hl a ldltcr• Md artists, the WCX"at offender be t ~ JCemeUl Brook.ea , 

no NloUon W EclWy' I SJI pleased to •81'• Far hla llluatr attons were pathe tic - iha, 

oati>let e1¥ du troyed th e Image t.hat readers had bUllt up or at.. rren1t• 1 ahareo~ra. 
RMdtort.h In particular ; t.b&r lllllQN not 10 st1"0fC u t.hoae of t arUer arttats . 

Brook1 t wrlttnc In t.he Seoond Hew &erl H •eced to bt su-atned aa thWgh be waa 
betng told lltb.,t. t o .-1te and not belng allc:,red to exerclH hta ONJ f ertil e bra tn. Tbe 

natural rt\Yth.cl of before w.a1 olaatnc am tn t u place there was a kind or loo ae-J olnied 

,iory which lacked hl a ear:-ltar pmoh and Ttgour . the moat bleton t e:raq >l8 of thS1 h the 

Moord Northeatrt a ae ries tn ocmc,arlaon t.o t.ht ear l i er aer i es . 
I hope that I han made no ene1:1tea tn the Hai:illton 081111 bVC3Ult of rrtt oonment, , 

but t do hope that I ha'f t helped t.o olHr Che naae or Brook• az:iong the Hsattton td:11.rer• 

'lllbo, for U.e 1101t parl. , aN 'ftl"7 aJCh mtt-ll'ook1 . 



LE.'l'TER IB<J! ST, IBANK 1S 
by Jim Cook 

St , Frank ' s Coll ege , 
Bell t on, Suss ex , 

I have rec eiv ed rrzy first set- back in rrzy visits t o the old sch ool , 
Owing t o th e arctic conditi ons I coul d not proceed to St, Fr ank ' s afte r 
I had alieh t ed at Bellton sta tio n and I s t ayed a t t he Station Hotel, ii 
opposite t he st ation , Several feet of snow pre vente d the st a ti on hack '\ 
from "running" 'l1" t o St, Frank's and it was impossib l e to wal!c the 
di s tan ce so I l odged overnieht as a guest of Mr, Jo s1"h Beggin , th e 
jovial gentleman who owned the hote l, 

This small Inn hasn I t been an important scene in l!1lll\Y of the 
adventures of the St, Frank ' s jWliors and this is """"'1'kable for it 
otands immedia tely outside Bell ton station and you just cannot miss it, 
But one is inclired to by- JlBSS obj ects close at hand , Which is just 
what Nipper & Co did when they tru dged throueh the deep snow to meet 
..,, I hlld I phoned from Victorin sta tion in London, to te ll them I 
would be on a certain trai n and the y promised to meet me at Bell t on 
station if they could wangle Browne' s car, But when I reached Banning-­
ton the snow was so deep that the only vehi cle suitable for such con­
ditio ns was a sleieh and I knew they didn't keep one of those at St, 
Frank 1s l · 

A very severe winter had been experienced all over the CCJ.llltry 
and Bell t on had not escaped it. As far as the , eye oould see one grea t j 
white mass covered the count ry and it was obyious the old school was 
eXO'lriencing hllrdshipe as were the rest of the colleges throughout the 
l and, Mr, Bigg:l n, who has n fat face and a fatt er twm,y , was unable to ! 
phone the school ns his instrtDJen t was out of order due to the wires 
being down. 

The nerl dey althou;:jl suncy was s till very cold arxl I decided t o 
walk the mile or so t o St. Frank' •• Mr greates t difficulty was loc,at.i..ng 
l andmnrlcs with which I had become familiar and which were now obliter ated ' 1 
by thick piles of snow, Bellto n Wood, the river Stowe , and rieht up to 
Banningto n moor was one white mass that blend ed with the general scene , 
while to the left Holt ' s farm, Moat Hollow and Bell ton Lane merged aa 
one, And there were no si gn of life anywhere , Except for a thin spi ra l 
of smoke l azi ly nscending from one of the chimneys at Moat Hollow every -
thing was cold , dead and still, 

Eventually I saw St . Frank ' s in the distance and th e ol d pi l e was 
,.very wel come s i ght , I could quite Wlderstand vlzy Nipper had been un-
._.,_., ,_,_ , __ ,_, __ ,,,..,_...,_,__ ,...,..,, __ ,.,._,_,., __ ,.,,.,_.,..,_,.,,..., .... -,,..,.,,..,..,_._,,..,,..,,.,,,.m,,.,,.,,.,.,.,.,,,,.,,,,, 



............................................................................................................. ......................................... , ............................. Page ... 25 
abl e to meet me the previous day fo r I expected him to think I hD.d 
returned to London as the local train had been unable to run because of 
the drifts , But sanehou they had managed to clear the li ne from 
Bannington to Bell ton and I had cane throU8h , Even the inn -keepe r was 
surprised to know I had come from Bannington by train, 

Well , it turned out t hat Nipper , TOllll1)' Wat son and Montie did wait 
for me at the station after walking from the school . Wil li am Napol ean 
Browne' s car was available but use l ess in the deep snow so they had , 
like true hosts, set out to meet me. It appeared iiandforth &: Co, bad 
br aved the ela:ients and had made sane purchases fran old Binks in the 
village - Mrs. iioke having run out of supplies. - and Handy had remarked 
on the trains running as he had see n t he cot ton wool puffs of smoke in 
the distance . As Church and McClure blld also seen them Ni pper then de­
ci ded to go out and see if I had arrived . But he neve r tho\18ht I may 
have J>J.t up a t t he Sta t ion Hotel and consequently he missed me, He told 
me later that t he hack which I had hoped to take me to the schoo l was 
the same one that was use d some ti.ca ago for welcoming 11Mr. Wrott 11 

• o. 
new Housemast er , who was in fac t Nelson Lee, But I I:ruSt get on with 
the news about St , Frank ' s , 

I mentioned t hat I had noticed the chimney smoking at Moa t Hollow 
and as far as the juniors were aware t her e was nobody l iving at the ol d 
house , Handforth wanted to investigate a t once , but Cecil DeValerie 
sugges t ed going up t o the tower in the Anci ent House and l ook fran there. 
Not that tooy doubted my word. But Moat Holl ow was a lways news and raany 
exciting adventures had come f rom association with this sooibre old house . 
A tele scope had be en obtained from T,T . ' s uncle , Profes sor Tucker , and 
we all usceoo.ed the steps leading to the north t ower , At least , we al l 
wanted t p , but only a few went up and Vi vi an Travers soon ar.nounced that 
smoke was defi ni tely curling up fro o a chimney a t Moat Hollow, And the 
pl ace was su pposed to be empty . And al though Moat Holl ow s t il l hD.d a bad 
influence and was shuru»d by the l ocal vill agers, Ralph Lesl ie Fullwood 1s 
idea that a tramp had taken refuge from the fierce wintry weat her and 
had set a fire going was very feasi ble . But Reggie Pitt couldn ' t see 
how a t ramp could gain ent ry as the walls surrounding the house were 
at least t en feet high and crue l spike s ran along th e top of the wall 
making it doubtful that a tramp would toke tha t chance , Per haps I will 
be ab l e to t oll y ou next time I writ e ,mo caused this mystery , 

Things at St , Frank ' s as far as spo rt is concerned , are not tho 
some, Bi g Si de am Li tt l a Sido are both under several f ee t of pure , 
virgin snow. The river Stowe is frozen ,-':<Ir and Willy Handforth tells 
me tha t one just walks to Willards Island . The Moor View School has 
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its share of trouble too, Several of the girls vore dovn vi th a 

Jl\YOterious gem run Mi.3s Bond had forbidden lll.l contac t with St , Frank ' s 

os a precau ti on , Old Josh Cuttle , who is vory happy with this state of 

nffairo , has run out of 84lt , and as a result , th e old Tri <lll81• is like 

a sheet of glass, Mr, Paget, the fifth fom master is l aid up after 

falling on the icy Ancient House st eJl'I and Nelson Lee has filled the gap 
anl t:lken over the fifth , 

fut Spring vill soon be hero and things will be as you were at 

St , Frank 1s , All things come to an ond, oven tho bod things , 

* ** ******* ** * 
8fBU1J Cf' QlR NARgt CM ETITJCH 

Boores or 1uuu t1oos tor a new ntDt tor our ~aztne hen n°"ed Into the Digest 
Ottloe llfld "' tbtnk. all tbc put ptn t.o paper t.o Joln In the run. SoDe nt:liOlia we,est.ed 
NOuld be Just u mllleadt,- - ror lnsta 11ce , Collect.on • Fentare - Jlh.lle oihen, U ke 
BeYs' Na&astnes Honthl.7 seemed ioo m:h ot a DOUtbtul , and nn dupl teated ,..,.,.lll , 1nt1. 

w, ban Hltoted the following tor our boob ldl.Td.s: 

mt CiEl\tl.TRtC JD.ffll.l't'R.IJlttrU: ( ,en t in by Toa Hcipporton), Mltch tor e,er horror , 

11 Wlbea t.8lll o, 

oca YES'l'DU)ATS, a dellgtlttul ,rrort , 1ent In b7 Patr ick CNlsbM , 

tEt:>RY 1.JJ£ tomn.T . tent 1n b1 Harb~ Holmes, du a nloe UUl t Unk wt\h tbt 
""""1 , 

NG.ssrs, HoR)arton, crttghen and Hol..Dea will bt reoelT l n& thei r book a,rarda ln Cl.Ml 

eourat, 

llJOtlAL EDITJ(I( (S •m AIJ'TeeIOCiRAPKJ Of' FFW« ftla!AA.C8' - '5/ • , Packed wlt,h 

tn ,eNsi~ Nading am ~ tu::ilnatlrc p lct.uNa , wtt.b a I ona llff l tcent oa Charles 
Hecllt«i' s -.,rt bf Erle F'qne. Obtatntlbl t traD tJ11Y bookitlop or d1Not trm Collect.or, ' 
01,e et oruce . The F4ttAr or c.o. wtll mall Cb• auiot>tof'J"el)h)t to orrr addrt11 tn \he 

Ml"ld. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
lX) YOU R.UllllllER? By Roger M. J en.ld.ru 

No. 42 - Magnets 1111- 1115 - Loder 1s Feuds Series 

1929 saw the Mngnet in its C:olden Age. llothing thllt Cl=les 
Hamilton wrote :tt this time wllS less than very entertaining, but it is 
Wldeni:lble that some sto ri es were bette r t han oth ers . Where to pl.nee 
~lllgnets 1111 - 1115 in this hi e rachy of value is diffi cul ~ to detennine . 

The series is , in itself, very episodic . The first tw rn.u:tbers 
explain Loder •s feud with Winga te and how he plotted to lure his enecy 
aWlly from a cricket match with a f ake t elegram , a good Harail t onian 
stand -by. No. 1111 comes to an end somewha t suddenly, bu t the following 
nU!:lber finishes with a good climax, and the plot seel!IOd resolved . With 
No. 1113, however, Loder ' • enmity turn ed towards the Famous Five, who 
h!ld expceed hi s plot the previous week . Blundell saved the day for 
them, and No. 1114 is something of a digression, t elling how a mis ­
lmlerstaMing about his actions the previous week were cleared up . The 
last number of the se ri es provided a grand climax with Loder foiled in 
the middle of the story , and - sur prisingly enough - re pen t en t at the 
end. It was an unusually coral series , despite the surface excitecent 
of the drama . 

I t would be a fair j udgement of thia series t o say that the parts 
are greater than the whole. Among the highli8hts were Doctor Locke and 
Mr. Quelch discussing Aeschylus (with interru ptions) in the first rnu:,ber, 
the success of Hurree Singh 1 s counter-co ve in th e second rrumber, and Mr. 
Quelch 1s adacan t refusal to listen t o Loder •s accusations and his late r 
satis f ac ti on in jo i ning the accused members of hi s fom for te a a t 
Courtfiel d in the last rrumber. Over the whole series is deftly spun 
a web of humour , and of course quotations are llS abundant llS shells on 
tho seo.- shore . 

Had this series been writt en a year later, it would have been even 
greater than it is . But we cannot expect perfection everywhere, and in 
this little quintet cj: sto rie s tho disciminating co ll ecto r will find 
much to please him, much t o amuse l.im , and plenty to sa ti sfy hln. 



!!2.....1 GREYFRI ARS GALLERY by C, H 

,--r- , CHAPMAN 



ECHO OF THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Kr . Willi am H. Gill , who is n Bnrrister-at-Low , writes the Editor 

of Collectors I Digest ns follows : 
"I have rend you:r: excellent nrticle in the "Autobiography of Frank Richards" and , being a friend of th e lnte Crorles 11""1ilton , I 

t)lOlJ8ht you would lik o t • henr a few facts about him, of which ho in­
formed co somo years ago. 

He wont to school in Bcrlcshiro , nenr Reading, but I ne ver dis­covered which school . The t •pogrn phy lll'.ld cowitryside of t he Greyfrinrs stories nre b:ise d on the vill ages :ind places on the Lombourn Downs nenr 
the Kennet Valley ( the Kennet c Sark). 

H=il ton spent a consider:,ble pe.rt of his youth explo ri ng this countryside, and he oove d it to near Pegvell Bay in Kent f;,r tho purpose 
of his sto rie s . 

Did you notice thnt tho cap in the Autobiogrtl~ is incorrect? The correct oap was ?IDlished in the Holiday Annual in either 1920 or 1921 • In the Magnet mnp (reproduced in th e Autobiography) Pegg is ,hown nenr Cou:r:tfield , whereas it is beyond Frinrdale. Also , Ashford and Dover 
are shown BOT'd north of Greyfrinrs . " 

****** * 
OOlffltOVEP§ JAL ECM:g 

tl01 64, ET TU1 Blltm: I 

~;;o=~~ ~:e~:r~tetb:Swe~~~,~~~:~~:·o't:;!f = ~:~!:i:u'~~·"'· altt or wi:tt tng ator l es Uk t t hose or Bladt 11 11Yen to T~ rew ta all the a::re rea.aon tc:r stories or a aub5t 1W te m~ture t o appur , tt oolY t o aatnt.aln the ata>aJjlere or t.bt Tartou, ,choola . tt c l&ht be Chouratlt tbat Olm Rr"U,trs &N taking a Ubert.:, 1n ta.1la U n1 tbt crt etnal ~hOra, bUt aa the Dtau t end 1:ht Annual are prh at t lY olro.ulat.a . any llbertf taken ls ueatl.y lessened. Fl"CQ a Lee lt e point or T1t111, lt WCUld be a Md <le, 1f •Lett.f:r1 troo st. F:rnnk•itt lflbtch could be Cerced wt>,t n.utt ..rlttnc , ceued to appear due t o edltortal pollcy. 

~f .~~t I ~t 1~~~ w!:,C:!o C:!°az.~~· 1~t ~~~~·~ai.jit =t!~:•,::1= t.lken, U. Q&Jorlty would vote tar Uw exOlu.ton or o.11 tlcttonal saaner. Whai we want are tactual Md helpM er ttcl es to a,st at oollector, . For eUZ:ll)le, t.lW: artlolH or Roger Jt M.lna tn parttoular were helpf ul to DI ln rf¥ earJ,y oolltctln& <la:7•• Other aial• warts, ti:JOn& tho at not 10 "911 knOfrl, 'ID) bllpe<I mt ln tho• <lQa were Erlo Fayne and w. Lot t,. A ooN Ncent Mrl ea tor tr . Hubbard baa attmlat.ct en tnt 1reat ln hard-oo'f.­llChool 1tortes. ni., ooueoto r Oota not Wlflt to Nod a litlol.l)' ttetlonol tal e ot Cl~ fr l81"1 or St . Jt c t I wr-ftten b)t s,od'ler ooU ec tor. It J wanted to read a mbatJtute t1J.cnn er Oec, I would ratherreod an old one t>y PentllOII'. 
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JQfN LI~ Bee3,use aooe of the cEl'Jbers or the old Brigade ftel'8 thoroughly a lekenea 
b;r ec:oe~ pl ots and ct-.araeter t sattoo s b1 lnnpert l!llt,,,,,,rlt ers that Is no re ason ror 
thee to condecn enr)' st.Cl')' with HaDllton character s Jlhlo.h cooes th eir way. •t.at e 8'D:ler 
fo l l1"' wa.s well r lt ten anCI great C8l"'e wa.a evtd entl7 tak en to keep Tea 800 hta: trt enda 
wUti exact ly the saai charact.enlst tc s "1UI l'lbt ch tbetr great creator bod endowed thee . I 
persOl'181.1Y thought thu the use or coo.em expre ssions llld lilOdern sporting acthtttes 
enrtctlecl the ehareeter s• act ions. 'nle gre at oban:i ot the Rootltoo aiecesses was evident 
all throulh 'La" eu:cer PollY" and I, r or one1 at:1 longing to see r:iore stories ,rttten 
about Toe & eo. ln tuture Dtgest.s. 

~~ ::: 1: ~i:::1~18e':~ed ;~~·~~~!119• bUt I think , to be 

~ I welooce ttne <l'tln!.t1c stories Uke 'Lat e sumer Foll.l'4'. I thooght the 
handling ot Tom Nerx,- 800 Co ln their modern .set ti ng was cost .sklltullJ' done as there wns 
no change 'flfla•,soever In the charact~ s or the st. J l ot s boy! md ttwy hod t he veIT sncie 
anctearl fl8 qual.1t 1es , diam and l.oolTt duaUttes aa they had tn the good old Gm. The ca ln 
point wn.s that there ft.ls no ~1ng wtth the charaei.crs , ant this aati s tle4 ce cof.1)letely. 
We ol.CI lover s or Haotlt-Onta like to thtnk or our f8vwrite Rrn tlton ehar aer.er 11 ns a set 
or H, ing Md adventurous Peter Pans, and because ot t.hl s ple a ~ l e chi.Ilk or se1t ­
dtt1~toa we sre delighted Tmen our Hro llton Cl\araetera oppear ln good stories or 61W' era.. 
Jt wat be an absorb i ng plo t, m'ld •Lat e Bumer Boli,e det tnl t e].y had tb1s . I hove ott.en 
been bored tlJ' ~. dout>l e or c l uing belr stories , but the sur f -t>oorda Md oodern 
expNsstons ot the st . J'lllls heroes hel d r:ff interest rra:i tbe very start . It. wwld be a 
c.,njor traaedf 1t these olner st-Ortes were dtseonttnued . 

~~I~,.;~ ;~!ws=r~X:·1J~~~~~ ::1~~ ~1'i:i;n<~ ~8ri: 
balanced , wen··•· l tten story. But I felt ,ou had made a c tst.ake ln publishing i t tn 
Collectors • Digest innual . You, as editor , e11 ~t m ':. al l ow the oe.gozlne to det eriorate 
1nW t.hat sort or tht.ng . tt you oo, you wll l .. .. ll a. And that wtll be a sad l oss to 
ceny of us. 

ll:'\~ter ,R::Z-n~tb~,.!r!~'~e~o~
8

~d &c= 1
~0~~1~r!:!· 

a t reah l ot or clUlra.et.ers r1t' alter St . J1.l!lts tn ~ Wa¥ thnt, t cr Instance , the Hod.em 
Bl.alte has been trmstoroed. The crtttotm or .substitute ,rlters was caused r.atn}T bf the 
efrarts of the Dlcu lded few"'° Ir.now IUt little or thei r su.b,ect. ftle:y siq, 11 JIIOJ"ked to 
order and ti lled a gap. The author or •Late 8\11:Ca-Foi.u- ond •Odd Nan outs does not 
ocm 8l'l)'lllhere near th is cet,egor,-. In m<rt, I like the st . Jlct s yam s Pi 1 ll ke Buddle. 
I think. there S"8 great poast bllltles at Slad e. to i:&-i:ilnd, these st.cr i es ftll a &BP • 
the,- are , ai l east , a change rroc 11rtlole s and plJIU or data - often repetttln, I l lked 
'Lat.a Bua:ier Fo~. Do cne wlth F1gg1na and ecuatn Ethel rcr th e nut off eri ng& 

~H!;ff.:i c!o:1:~:ff ~~natbe~~elo~~S: ~ !s7~~ :c:;!c~1tn8:::1' 
and they are evldenU, enJcyed by a large m.a>er or readers. ni.e 1.maglnatl n wrlt lnga 
or soae of the cMtl'1butors proTldea Terlety 8nd adds to dl.e tn t erest . I often wtl!b Jl.Q 
Cook' s •Letter troc.st. Frd:'lk' ,. was tffloe u l ong, Md Il m SUN 1Tha I Ysterf or tha 
Two Bottl e9' e «Ye eoj07D80t to tlefO'. ThaJgti. Jt c an ardent Haolltcnlan of 50 7ears 
atandtng, t btltnv we oJ.d,,otlmera ~ool.a £U8f'd a,atnst b&c<Elln& too conaenatln, To 
deplore an oooaa tonal atory ln our per tootcals attcr the lilMDer of 8COi11, 1a real!)' aotng 
too far . 

(.t further aeleotl on ot Peaders• views cm thla: top to at11 appear nen month.) 
........................ ,, .. , ..... ., .... , ... -...... -........... .,,._ ... __ ... _ .... _, ..... ____ .... _ .......... .,-. .,. .... , .................... ..-.- ......... _. ... ,. .. 
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~eeung held 2§th rebruaq , 1963, 

J.&aln a Tel"J' lnterut tng ~-ria , but mtort matel.Y onl.Y a n17 CXlderete 

atte ndance• 11'1e Di tt i ~ st erUn, ratb cr late we had Uoa on.17 tor a ahort quls - one or 

cilne - uktna th e otctlt rs prennt io n8118 a.s rl&JO' bo7s at t he prl notpal Ha.otlConlM 

IIOhoola natl8d Dick or Richard, 1'11a U a t avour l tt C2lrtstl an name or O'IN'le.s Rs.1lltonta 

end. ectual l.7 Ulere are thirteen bay5 • oalled al Oreytr lara , St . Jta• 1, Rookwo0<1 and 

Coun.tt eld - non e at Hlgbcllft t , For tb t records (t.o br lna In St , F'rank'a) t hen art 

two CI\Jy at ttet Scbool. Wt"" asked to guess Ull mD>tr (or nenNn ) or a nodu-n Boy 

M'lleh 'lt'&S won b)' N<ll'l:IM - Ho. 260, Toa Port.er t ntl"OdUced a non l Id ea - bis Collec ior a• 

It em eAOh month henoe t orword would be a n ry old bo)'a ' t aTOUrtc.e with t,llie dat e 

don'esponcttna t o th e d at e of the meet.I~ , In Ull a oaae It "n,: N,L ,L, (O,B, ) No, 2.99, 

•ftl• Houace.1t.er • s Hat• dat.l<I .!6/2/ 1921, One of th t ctddle atcr l e.s 1n the Ern ta t 

La,rrenoe/SQQle Fox serl ea, Anotber ooll t otart a lt tD tms & 66 1ear old Pluck Ko, 1.t,o 

d.tlhd 23rd Jul.y , 1897, '!bere tms a &ace (Dl aoonr lnc the t ttl e,1 and t.hl a waa wen b7 

the rttcr .. prl H a Hodern Boy , I a l ao "°" t he lt brN'Y ra ftl t - two Too HelT)' Gold 

R8M. paper backs . ff\ere waa a tre, dttt.r tbUtl on o f Hode.rn Boy• - Too•• aeoeroa U y 

ecatn. '!ht •ba t tb• "u th en on . r or a tl oe NortSI Crqot7 has held bll peace , but 

ton ight he l aunched another of hf• 1ood natured tiroadatdes at Bm lltonl a.. Bi• IUbJ eot -

•The Rt o KlcP • 
Spoa1 does not all°" t ar puttl ng on reco rd the optntons ot CMtobera. General ly 

tha t th e Bunt er Books were -,.ery good re-bashes ot aca ot th ese s eri es 'M'ltc."I. tn th omo l vea 

were t nclt nt<I to ~ rept U ttTt at tl ms . But 1t k1 al l OUU-lu B&z!lllt.o n• , schoOl yarn s 

'f"er'1" eJo:,at>lt. 
Still further 1ooth lng th e ruffl ed t eeltnga of th e 1"6Ulleh Hac llto nlans , Toe 

Port ers nt gt,t,,,,el'lf) was o resi t na f'l"OC Ho.anet No. 1599, the opent n.g chtiiiter of QQ1'bt th e 

best of all frank Rich ards ya.ma , th e 1'r001 sert u . 
HAR.RT BRC8Till 

There was on excellent attondam e o.t the tut Dul "leh meet ing on SW')(le,y, ttorch 17th , 

me new mct>er , Les ll t Cla.7, odc t rc ht a Urat 1'l1l t. Bob 81.J'Ule In U\t CM.Ir , " tlOCl:llid 

one and all and rccall1<f the rt rlt oee it na beld tn tbt sooa room eboUt r1t 1.een 70 ors ogo . 

Going on he gan th e t ac ts about the Mel.eon Lee cataloau e , 1 o6 oop lu aold to dote . 

Wl th 3t4 P"S)fl"a, et.o., tn the lt brar.,, he hopes t o uplfld 1t111 furth er . EXc11lent 

progress wna gtTim by Roger Janki ns re hl1 Hocllton lan Llbr al'7. 
'ft!;en OM!l& a dl acua ston abou t eor:i>lltna a Sexton Blak e oatalogu1 . ibis will be a 

col o...i t.a.sk bl.It. U lt Clo•• ae.t.er l aU •• it. w:tll be a wort.h7 coai,an t on c.o t.he other tour 

ettol'C a ot c.he cl Ub. 
Bill Lott.a oblig ed tht ooq, an:y by Ned lng the ttrst Clhopt.er or tean ac. l'lll?ber on• • 

~Sch he htld b~t along with h t.o. The oontr ast to tbh was th e 111lt o r oop l11 of 
1 8 1& Chi ef Bunte r9 a IOrt or A]ilh& and tatca? Don Webster oondJc t ed h11 O'lare.Ot er1 ond 

Authors qu t s , tbl a bt tnc NJn by Len Paclmen dld 8111 Lot u "1th the e'ftf' t al tbf'Ul ctuirll• 
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wrtght 1n thtrd ptaoe . •'lti.e tlnill Probld ot the Sh~lock Rol.Llea sagA, pla)'ed owr on 
A L.P. record by the host , Lm Packcen , "M enjoyed bf al l . Len Mid Josie had put on 
a grnnd stldy teed ond w1th special SUJ<t3:es tor tho two U brarte s Md t.he teed 'lltlat oore 
could we ask tor. 

Hert. aeetlng at Bob Bl)'the •s abode at II) &llt smere Rood, Dollls HIU , London , 
N.W. 1 o on Bm d.tO', April 21 si . llndl.Y ad'rt se boat tf you 1nterxl r.o be pre•en C anct bring 
cup or c:a«:, 

tfeettry, held 1 Q5h Nalyh, 

A cost grattty t ng t eature or this oeettng was the Tel"'7 lm-ge nttendance , t n t act 
on].y th e Wl&Wldablt obsenee of our usual regular, John Fan-ell, pNTented us f1"0l:I haYI~ 
a 1 ~ wat er . John wll l be Dack "I th us next oooth, howenr, 

We got ott to a t alrl)' pror;i:,t start wtth thl aecretery reoo tna: the tl nmo tal 
report, -.tll ch still g1T8s C8U.N tor sat ls faett on Em tben Cai:Je the cha11'D8l•s retiark s on 
general m t t.ars , one of ftltch dealt with Er-to F~e ta arttole 1n tbs c.D, on al ternati ve 
nai:ies tor tll.ls p~ r:xri.Ull¥, It was eencrallY agreed tllt!.t t he ootnt ng of -an ade<i;uate].y 
deSOt"tptt n title wSt.hfn the ll c t t of about three noros was extrer:ie].y dttti...un , 

Non:nn then sut:r:ittt.ed a rep ent or a coq:,et ltl on "1loh. we enjoyed a r ew years ft&Oi 
we were requ ired to ()()i;i>lt'9 th e tl nal part or a story 'lllhldl he had wrltt.on , e.nd needl es, 
t-0 Sti!/, thla gavo pl en~ or soope ror or-lgt.1'1811'4' and l ~enu l~. Frank ltlwtn was adJUdBecl 
the w1Mer aJ the result or a no.st credltebla etrcrt , altbwgh 9008 or theother entr i es 
weN also n r,, good. 

Atter retrestDen ts and the llbrnq txutne.ss we oonoentl"ated on a novel quh. , Uw: 
worit or Fr-at* unwt.n, l'ltlo asked us t o choose a cast tl'Cl!I the Rei.:xr,e l>ra?:iatic Socl et¥ tor a 
prcxlJct l cn or 1 0).lver hi"' · We bad t o put on oor thlnkl~ c(l)s ror this ooe, as tt 

t.allad t <r a krc,rl edge or both Dickens am HwJ.lton , bUt ccat or thos e prese nt had a eo , 
and th e efl,91Jel'S twn t shed were or :t. high at.amnrd. Pat Latr 97 took the honcurs Sn a 
ol ose tlnlsh .n:t wns the rec tptent or a nt ce book presen t ed bY rranc. 

J. ~ort but anltiated dlacuss t on on a topic t1«1,tloned In C.D. t.ook ua t o th e end 
or the uoet~ , tx)St enJ~ab l t , and a ll too ~en.. ftl.e beat neet tng ror a lon g ttae. 

<u- ne:z:t g~ tqtether Will be held on Sundq, April 7th ood not April 14th as this 
ls Easter SUndaY, at th e u.sual. tlzi:le md venue. 

FRAHI( CASE 

Hcett [4 held Sqtm.'dgy, 9th ?1afch• 

nie weather had relented at l a.st when our ttlrch tl&etlng came round , am ninet een or 
ua aaserbled In l2.ICh better · lk.lllttt ona thM htd prevailed tor tM last t ffO Deet lngs . 
We ..en espeotallY elad. to han wt th us aaa ln El si e Tt1¥lor and Hn llle Vear who h.:ln been 
unavoldllbl.J nb1e-nt rwentl)'. 

Al as , the nows or the lilOOth was JDOst ]Jr or a tnlgto nature , 41 our old fri end 
Nargaret J nc.'Uon end Harold Buaby, one or our DOSt popul.81' tiel:t>{,f's , hoo...t.r...th dt ed s ince 
our lo.st oeet lng. ni t s t s Jndeed a arte,-ous l oss , both to tbe Club erw:t t.o us all as 1~ 
dlTldUa.la. ~ "1.ll be great'.17 mi ssed. We ext end our a t noeN qq,etbtes t,o f.l\e tr l ond 
ones . 

G81TY Alllsoo quoted a oouple or t nt erest 1ng it.as t t'Om the l oc.a.l. press , one to the 
ert ect tha t t.he Soya °"1 PcJPer Ml:l ch ,raa Ura t. publt shed tn 1879, h.Qa been taken crrer by a 
Lorger gro1.1p flftUh t s e:cpandtne lt a t nter e.na In this tl eld (one worx!era 'llt>.at CbQ' 11111 
cak e or tt), and the other about th e achool.bo:r "10 grew a r:iouataob&. ~e lll"lte.r 
speeul at ecl as t.o tha t would haw been ttie reoot ton l n t.he GN11trl ar1 Reaon had BtllJ 



Bunter grot1n one& 
Tb.en car:ie a "Tery Interest ing quh. on Bt. Prank' s , smt by Ben Whit er . OUr l eading 

Bt. rt-Mkt s enthu..stast , Jack Wood, woa In rt ne ! Crn:l and answered nt ne out or t.en nry 
dltriOUlt quest tons oon- ectlY . 

Tbe t alk t.ht s week WS3 gtw n by Hol]y Alltson , her SUblect be l ~ Ule g irls at.oey 
papers, notab ly th e School Fri end , end the changes llhlctl took place ai CUtr House ah.er 
Frmk Rlooards had set t he scene there . MollY also rererreci t o the authors at PoPUlar 
g irl s st'4"tes. such as Angela Brazil anct Christin e Chaundler, and read extrac t s troo a 
very lnt ere sr.tng sto ry t t1ega Makes V.er Mark• by Olrlsttne Chaundler, ~tch was published 
In •Littl e folk s., 

Fronk HMc.ock prov t ded a puszl e eonsts r.lna t o 20 l ucbled nEDes, th ese be ing Hamil to n 
charoctef" s other tb en • reg ul ars• . Winner - Georrno, Wilde being tll e onl.y one t o gues s 
r.hec all. 

After rerresklents , ano ther qull of slo ll ar t ~e sent In by He.rry Lanncler yt,o ,ras 
unabl e r.o att end this oonth. '!h is was a real t eas er and none ot us was abl e to 
ocq:il et e lt, Oeo rt rey Wlld e coo i ng out on top . We have sent this one on to our London 
coll eages 1n t:xchange for Ule s r.. Frank• s qul z atoresaentt oned. and "111 be Interested t o 
hear how th e, get on with tt . Another enloYab le oeett ng t emln et ed at 9.,20 p .m., 

Next meet ing , - Annual Oeneral Meetin g • BaturdnY, 13th Apr il. 
f, HANOOCK 

Al§ TRALIA 

.ln extr aordtnnry oee ttng wa.s hel d on Monday night , Harch 11th to eo lnot dc wlUl 
the Tl s tt or Rev. Jock Hughes or Br isbane , QUecns lend. Conttnut n,g h ts bUst ness or con­
ference deleg ate with the equal lY abaort>tng pleasurJ! o f our hobb7 in t ere sts eod:e his tew 
da)'s tn S)'dney par ttcul nr l.y enj oyabl e. 

It KOS wt th genuine pl ea sure that ciett>er a of the Ool den Hours Club welcomed J' e.clc 
t o thelr club root1 tn th e Book Barg e.in Nazaar , Md t or t he nex t two end a halt hours the 
hobby t alk fl owed with out l et up . 

fl\e wide fi eld. or Int eres ts covered by J ack 's coll ecti on had sooethtng th eret o \o 
stri ke a N SJ)Onaiv e cord ror eac h and every t.'lEU>er. Two t t eoa 'lhtch attr act ed par ticular 
lnt.e.rcs i from our co ll ecto r were th e c.3tal ogue produced In such splendi d s tyl e by th e 
London c l ub - now oore than ever Jack is l ooklng forward to add i ng t hee t o bl s ooll eoti on 
as he 1s pll"tlc.ul.arl.y Interes t ed tn Hac tl ton l a 9'ld Nel.aon Lee it ems, Al so a support.er 
ot tbil Btl'ltE!r books , J ack l s partlcul:lrlY att rncted to the lllu st r at l ons ,t,,ich ot OOIJJ"Se 
have groa t sent i cen'81 value becnu s e tMy oonstltu te a lt'flng link wi th d'ie pa.at. - Jack 
t e l.l s w: th at th e book.seller ' s ~s tst ant alWa)'s he.a a most curi ous expre.sat on when h e 
aaks for these boob • •• sh et s not QU! t e 8UN, bUt al.Dost sol St Ill, he reck ons it s 
well worth running thta gauntl eC. t o obtain thecl 

From rei:i tnl scenc C:s or th e Qw::pt on and Chuoa , Jack Ntw-n oo to hta fir st l ove , 
Hamtltont a ard cier:tler s were ooat tnc.ere st ed to lean'l or hi s meth ods tor storing am 
preaenlng hl s valuable coll ect i on - oost fo lk know th e cdds one t aces tre e clld ew end 
dust but In trop i cal QUeensland Ute l s even r:!ON dlttlrult t or the arden t book 
coll ecwr . From all eccounts J ack ha s tb e s i tua ti on well In hand with ht a Insec t proof 
boxes i ns ide a "Ide !llel YOO. cupboard . But atilldat this ,cene or pert ecr.ton ther e ls one 
bl ot to Cl8f" his pl easure . One lillCh sought e tt er Magnet has elUd&c:I Jack t or t!'dt:/ year s 
despite all hi a effort s Md ott ers - No. 1385 1B his he ar ts desi re, so oan aeyone he l p to 
aJPPlY th.ta one treuure •••• we hope that this e . o .s. on behal f o r our tu-est will brl.ng 
tllis Ht.gnet to QueenslencJ to raake hh v1s1t " 1th ua a truly meoorab l e one. 

Reoal.U ng hts vtstt to Englsnd In 1954 J ack was abl e to g ive meobers f!r st harw1 
remln l aoences of hl s oeet l~ with Herbert Lecluinby and t he t.wo wonderf ul days he waa 
pr1Ttl eg&d to spend "1th thi s waro-bearted man who smred s0 mch or his llt e wlt.h ua. 

Menti on o r the new fort'lat s.B.L.. brought a Nsponst'fe t wl1*.l e troo JeeJc who 
ent.artained us wtth an en1S tng sr.ory t rom hta country traw l s. As he poi nted out ...................................................................................... ,. ............ __ ,, ................................ -....................... ., ............... , ........... ,. ....................... .. 
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th e print 1n the cUITent Blakes Is too SJBll tor adUlts to cop e wlth - how dtd folk In 
t.he ear}y daYs cope by ci!Pdle ll ght? Stay lnc In a farm-house cturtn g hta COl.l'ltry ctrcult 
several y ears ago Jack thoUght he'd rtrxl out - so out caoe h i s tre asured tra•e l Un& 
co111>anlon (Nagnet or Oem) the candlelight was brought c'loser and Jack setU ed doN'I to 
recapture pas t ple asures. A thU!ll)ln g headache caivlnced him our foreb ears 1111.St han had 
harder headst 

J.. halt hour ln the loc al cotrte shop eonclUded a memorable evenlrg and we say again 
•so glad . You could join us Jock.• _________ _ _ 

DANNY'S ___ .. DIA_RY 
J.PRlLJ9!~ !uidmot.her and Aµntfe Gwen caoe to spend Easter with w; , Md Cran. brought me 
SOl!le papers. She Jtn;ns that I do a l ot of read Ing. 

one of th ee MLs the Penny Popular . Y.htch I can•t otten afford t>ut llk e very web. 
It contained a crlc!t et story called •To:n Herry and Cot s Subst i tute• , a ll about a new 
curate cnl.led ttr. Do~s who was a fin e cricket er , Dou& Sa)'S tha t the story once appeared 
m th e Gem vben t.hat paper onlY cost a halfpenny, and th at It was then oall Jd •ni e St. 

J t ci•s CUrate" , Al.S(l In the Penn)" Pop waa o. st ol")' about J ack , Sam, and Pete o.a.lled 'T!le 
Oe&d Cl t,yt . I did not !Ute thl s mch , but one about Sex ton Blake called • Tbe RaJah's 
Bod:)'gunrd11 was exc iti ng. ttr. Lindsay told me that it was In th e \Jnlon Jack ln 19C6, and 
It was ent it led ' The Stewant Detective .• 

Cran also brought me C.he l a test aoy, s Frlenc1 Library• Mi ch was called •Tti.e Shame ot 
st. Basil • .- b)r Henry St . John. I have re ad qu tt.e a raw t al es aboUt st . B.aall' s , and I 
al"ays like thee,. 

The thtl'd paper Gran bn:l.lght "o.s Chips, but tb ert was a bit or an 8l'l1JC!ent about 
thi s , as Auntte Swen dtdn l t think I ought to have It. She said that nice boys ctontt 
read cooic p<l)ers , Md tt d ldn' t oake any difference Jltlen Doug o.srured her very s oleml)t 
that I msn • t a n l ce boy. Ho..ever, Cran slipped It to me Jt\en AWltfe Gwen tfflsnt t l ook .. 
trw, so lt WM a ll r tght. I t h8d an Interesting stOl"'I - one or a ,er l u, I thtnk -
4&1.led •The Prison Chai:,lalnl . ~lllng or a par sonts actnnwres at the Gaol on the 11oor. 

The Cunard cotll3nf haa Just dfscloaed particulars or it s n9"1' liner• the Aqultanla. 
It wlll be over 900 reet lon g, and will be the longest Paaseneer vesso l In the world. 

The CCIII. has bem. ttrst,-o]..n ss thts oorith - every stor)' a aem. In •o r>.rcyt .s Dodge-, 
Gussy accident aUy punched Mr. Lathan on the nose , and I'M away Crom school. He became 
on Int erpreter at the Royal Hotel, Weyland, and the s tocy was a real SCNam all through . 

•Th e Schoolbey Ftrett.ghters' was vecy good. Tm l1ercy formed a rtre bri gade, and 
It was us eful ,hen there was 'a t lre at the Creaoar School• and l1cllt Blnnc was almost 
burned t o death., 

•Honours Dlvld ecP was excell ent . A. new bOJ called Cedl"io Lac;y c:!llle t<I st . J lm' s , 
and he was reported to be a great crick ete r, so Tom and Ftutns each t.rled to get hie 
lnto th eir ON'l Houses . E:Tentually, att.er Tom had bagged hi m t or me School House, It 
turned out that he wa.s not allOJfed to play or t ctet any rxr e. 

The l a.st Cem or Ule J:IOlltb was gran:1. Tom Hel'T'Y "8S 'tklder a ClCl'Jdl • He had been 
seen going in to a public houae, Md he also Insulted Cousin Ethel. In the end It turn ed 
out t.hat Tee had a d<:Alble n.ned Reggie Cl&Tertng. A marYell ou.s tal e. 

I had. a daY out with Doua; on Aprll 19th . He took me to m e CUp Fi nal a t the Crysta l 
Pa lace . Aston Villa were pl aying $Underland . '?be cn].y goal. oam tn the second halt 
l'flen Vllla forced a corner. Wallace took tt, and Barber headed it lnto the net. So 
Aston Vtll n are the cup wimer s this 7ea:-. 

111.at eTenlng Dou& todc. me to the Savor 1'1ea.tN 111\ere we a... a not Yer)' f'\SUlY Carce 
called •Bl'other .Ut'rec2" by P. G. Wcxktlouge ana R. w. West.brook. 

A gOOd oont.h In t.he Haenet. 1 B8I'Nd by C.be Fags' was all about Jack Wtn&ate. In 



•Sob Chtirr71 a <218889, Bob• a cousin, Paul Tyrrell waa lntrodUCtd aaatn. Be oheai.d Lord 
HauleTetNr out or &01M1 moruay, so Bob a.nc::t hta trtanda spent their &alter boltdaY ahaa1ne 
1)TN11 ecrosa rranc e, anCI tbq oaucht up with bla at ttiat • Carlo. 

•The IJll)Otalble Four4 Ra ve17 r~. .l1l about the ooc~u ot Btudr 7 .. Peter 
and uonzc Todd, Tea tlltton. IWld 81111' Buntu-. '!'be lut story•• a FIIMI" 're Pllb 
&ale, oalled •tbe SCboolboY 11one71enaer-• J. JoU, &ood b\mob. or •tortea. 

Beren: Oran am J.tmtle GMn went bale, Dad tock thea to CO't'ent Garden ()p8l"ll Houae 
to beazo Btanor &nrtoo CenJ90 a baa atarted a ,euon tbeN. 

Terrible tornado In the U'llted Stat.ea, •tall bu omaed areat dM:111• and mob lou 
of llf• In Cillo, Incuana, llltnol1, tUaourl, Md Pennqlftftla. tllll aa,s • otcen 
OCllll>laln abcut our °"' ollaat.e. but w don't ba'n thins:• llke that to put i., 1'llb., 

Sexton Blake Today 

The Latest Nonls tn Sexton Blake Llbrar, NT 1ewed by Nargaret Coate. 
<11- • ..,., rra:i 8111 .....,ec..,t> 

CULT ~~ue!£ 8gZ.,V}r?J.9n.e Reid acat>le ocnt.atnlna first cl.au .:!'lR '!5° 
cbaracter l aatton, 119",C8f'7, h<rrol"• acttaeni anct de<IUO&.lon. 
• ¥'b7 wu the deat.b of a f at £nclltil:Dml ao llportant to a sroup or l.q)leaaani people 
tn J.trtca, Md "'1 did ht, d ,..,. cmtaln lnltlala tnatead of Mnwnoet? Wbo "'" tibe 

ltwiterablH? 
Sexton Blake aougbt the an...-, io lh tN and otber question• In Lc:mdon and Atrloa, 

atrh'lng to cOCl\ect a aroup of Initials with peq,l e and cra.nlaattcrui, ccnaotoua ChaC 
ratlun to coq,let.e Ma ta4t would •an dqer to a lq e arta ot the '#IOl'"lc!e 

Thl a l s a klUgb tlrtller dealtna wltb polttlcal lntrl&U•• bnlt,&llT.iJ, •dalJ&eroua 
eccentz-101, pan,iolaca ald outrlcbt crack.poi..' ued u c14>ea ln a bid tor world J>OWU"• 
l t t s wort.by or It s plaoe IIDCl'l&•t Che bHt s.B.Ls. 

SPWJ.l'!:3',!5 ~~ a OlaT81'lY oonstnicted plot and counter
8L~f° HP,.Jl'er 

of excellent).y dre~ cbareetera fonii two croups of au.,pecta ,t,oae act tm1 belp io ,ur 
taln tbe llll>'lttr7 or A.be Hardoutle•a nrder. ._ -. be platn1 ElHtc- BmnY and • 
dtd Blake find blood on t.o:r JDOneT tn anotbr r«dl 

ta usual rr. w1111-. &Ina &ood ftlD• tor hi• reeder• mmtr.- 111Jatel7, IIIJl'der• an 
exo lttna chaae, •t.rona action - and a ,urprt• encUnc. ftlls 1• a nonl co aalt all 
tutea. It bu pece, aoUon, aaspenae and c::tr.as anc2 ebcM'• sexicn Blake as we lik e 
bl.Cl - W<l"IC, tlndl1, tnt.elltaent and Ttrlle - a fll7 1ood book Indeed. 

!f.Y!Dl!i Good loo se cop te1 or b<lmd TObDla oont.alnlnc l!ff¥ of me rollowlna - J1AGN£1'B 16. 
'S2;U1 to 1l6 tnclualn, 195, 205, 2SI, 238, 2J9, m. 318, 319. 35}, i.oo, 4t7, 422, 921, 
9211, 925, 9.l8, 940, 9112, 91o, 91<6, 918, 951, 965, 'J(;/, 988, 996. !lo ........ be_ .. 821 
and 990, 900. ODS - _,, 1-.aea between i,oo and 500. Han7 IN01 1 .,.c-ea 800 end 879, 
lllo lllllll>ers 935, 953, 954, 956,_'[15, ~ 1 985, 989, 990, 992, 933, 998, 1129, 1150, 98 ... 

~ ~~~~~-.!W..=~1:~t°!~!~~ "=r .... rr.!r ~~= 
work don•• - DIC FJ.YNE, EICEUIIOR HOUB&, GROVE ROAD, St.RB110(,. BtMRE'f. ___ .. , ... - ........... _,.. 
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YOURS SINCERELY 

~~!•> 1~ a!ft~.be=-: ~~ :!at1a!; ia,-:S i!~!t~t:_~~/:!C:.enr!ne 
watt tor tbt 1>1xt. tt 1a a ttne Job, and ti ta bard to decide lilhlClb t eaCDN I enJa:rtd 
the mo.c.. DazllO' alJl'a,s tirq, a 1ulll) to the Chro&t ' tcr J"es&er years Ind card• ancl 
8'zDei-ro 111 wu I t.reatJ pertMpa a Utt \• .DOr'! ~ tbal the stor lu or C• da,s, 
but IOCld>ow just right fer an aclllt oea enum.taat Jtlo Juat l.cms to enter t he 
ata>sphere or •IQhoold ay# . 

~Pc:ffl=>~::!n: :~~ toln ~ l~~ ·d ·No~~~ i!~~~=~ a:: ::n 
a aozen bodes about hlJD, end we.s rlab and ft11DOU1, d Id he Tblt the We,c rcr the t lrst 
ttae, a good rwtf rears later. tr. ~ lltaat oan be dent t,y a olner Sid tm&tnattt'e 
11rlter 11bo • don bta h~ . No dOUbt tba old sfl ent Wea:c.em ttw, or lllltcll th ere 
were ~ e1Ul befON 1914, 1tarrlng well u w. s. Hart Md 8r(r)dlo 811).y Anderson, nr, 

or great. help to h tm. 

~~~~: :,i.:,~ :!tl :: : ~::-:.,: ~~:~:.~~;a:cllB~ 
promlH ot auab lqnley apart trca tb ea. tl\les1 tt be Colltotora' Digest. 

~ ~:"~~=-N~~~ R!:=!:: =!~!:1:: :• :'r!r~:l~o~=l~at 
111\d cc .ea •oc,gtc,,, Please 80Dllbodf put them rtlbe r r.r nen )'l!ar•, e<ttttcn. 
.!!a.....L..... (Qie,i.er): J gNatl7 enjQJ' th e Dtge,t. and tbe AMuaJ.. thq ban NTITed 
~tea or lm& ago an Gl"Q'trlar1, St. Jtats , Molson IM, tile Rto U<1. and Ung 
ot Cb• Islao:11 _... p8l"t ot • U te. ttr IIIOet T1T1d Mar tes are 8NU)(I 1929 Jlbln \be 
Orqtr t 81"a cnm .,... In Rol.J.1wood, an:t si. rrat, ·were at 121:e ha t Natdle1 1n 
J.uatralta. . I eaa st ill NC8ll.,. bitt er dllNll)01ntaant "*t st . rrant.•1 wu burned doNl, 
and the long IClbool stort 11 N..:I to haft am• tor enr tn 1930. 

~E ~ (811.er tteldh The Narob COTr 11 eu llf on• or the best enr to ai,pear M 
• .nica .. ner Heinl that t1aodcn&ld plGture bet ON. Tbe cw-tou, thlng t a 

Ii.be wt oe dl'Nl"alt1 of d.aWa tn the Gem , Hacnet.a:, 11\d BoJt a Fr l onda depleted. Fer 
tnatanc• a G• or 1910, the famous ato'7 or tba OUtat.derfa •<1eat111, and 8o1f• rr1en11 
or t he 191i,.z. J)Ol'10<1. w~ (Ladcnh ln N&ll'l:l t.o tbe. lni«"estin,. article on tbe ac. .. o..t Pc,er 
n e , I WCDdet' 1t nu know that Pere, Y • Bradlbaw, ,tio l a acntloned as a 

contrlllutcl" but not det.atled amonc the Jl()tea cc 1111tbcr1, l a, to tbe beat or .,. Jmowlecta• . 
sti ll a lln (be Ja oertatnly still ln th e Lcndm Telfllll,ale DINotorY) and acbf t 'Nd acrae 
note as Cb.a Dtreocor or tll • PNaa J.rt Seboo l tor aan, reara. Re alsh t be wcrth omtao"° 
tna, a, be wu botb au~ and tll uatrator'. · 

~ (8erlNU.)I Grt:at thi-111 at rt0tlTlnt Cb, M81.m 1. .. cataJ.ocue mtcb OO'ftra 
~ the woru ot E. s. Broc&a. ThcuCh tll e J.at.e ~ Hl!lllll tcn ta cited u betnc 

~;'!':tIT:1!ft!o:!e~~~.~-= ~1:,"::s~~ ~ oai . 


