
• a . ..... .... ., 

• 
u ... 
"' ... 

• & .... 
"' ~ 

& 
., 
5 .., 

• a i 

G • 00 

~ 

"' "' 

IP 
.. 
~ 

0 • 
• ~ 

0 
> 

• • 



Page 2 

r FOR SALE I I BY ORDER OF TllE EXECUTRIX OF THE LA1'E BILL MARTIN. s i I LIFETIME COLLECTION OF OLD BOYS. BOOKS . 

·-----.. ·----·--.... --... -...... -..... i 1m..1l - Offers requested for 
i 1 bound vol=e No. 6 of 1 d 
! Marvels, comprising l!os. 231 t o 
! 257 inclusive. Good condi tion. i.-, ........ - -.-....... - , ........................ -.......... _,, __ ........ - ~ 
i LOT 24 - Offers r equested for 
i 1 bound volume No. 1 of 1The 

lm:..11. - Offers requested for 
94 loose copies of 'The 
Boy' a Friend • 3d Library, 
Noa. 3 to 100 inclusive, 
except Nos, 8, 19 , 30 and 51 
with covers except odd one . 

l Champion• with 354 p,ges . Good ~ - Offers reques ted for 
i condition but cover marked. 64 loose copies of 'The Boy's , 

L .. --·-·····-···--·--· ··-·-···-·· ···· --- · Friend 
1 

}d Libr ary, comprising j 
i ~ - Offers requested for 36 Nos, in 100 to 200 range , l 
1,_ 3 large bound vol umes >f runainder above No, 200 - Iii th\ 

'Nuggets' comprising 1 vol . covers, I 
' containing Nos, 169 to 210, • I vol . year 1902 and 1 vol . year lm'.2i - Offers requested for l 
i 1903· All good conditio n . ! 98 l oose copies of 'The ! 
, Nugget Library' 1d paper backs j 
i ~ - Offers requested for ! with covers , comprising Nos. 1 ! 
j 16 individual book bound copies I to 100 inclusive, except Nos, i 
i of 1The Boy' s Friend ' }d i 19 and 20 . S<XDe well used . 

i Library - Nos, 36, 37, 39, !··----·····--·-······--- ··- ·· 
) 66, 73, 113, 116, 119, 135, ! ~ - Offers requested fo r 
I 144 , 146, 155, 160, 166, 169 I 50 loose copies of 1The 
i and 182 , .All excellen t i Nugget Library ' 1d paper 
f condition . i backs , with covers, canprising 
j"·--··-----··· ·- .. --.. - ···--··1 42 copies Nos. 101 to 150 
· PLEASE QUOTE LOT l!UMBmS, 1 except fo r eight missing, and 

j POSTAL OFllllS ONLY AT THIS I 8 copies above No. 150. 
j STAGE. NO CALLmS, , 
i,,_. _____ ........ _ .... .,..._ .. _,. .. ""'"'-~- -- ..... ---·----·--· ·-..; 

f Executrix - Mrs. I. carpenter, I 230 Watford Road, 
z Harrow, I Middx • 
... ----··- -··-----...... _ ..... , ... _,,_,..,...,, .. _ .. """"'_ ................ _ .. _ ..... _ .... __ ... 
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FOUNDED 1n ] 946 by HERBERT LECKEt!llY 

~· Giant bui l dings and 11181111loth businesses dvari' th e personal ­
iti es of th ose who cree p about in the ir shadows , 'l'he age 1n which we 
are living seems to be one without individuality, which is perhapa the 
main reason f or th e lessening of loyalty , \l!len we were chi l dren we 
got a kick out of l oyalty , especially th e sna ll er loyal tie s , The 
stories we r ead taugh t us loy alty to our count ry, to our parents , t o 
our sc hool , to our t eam, t o oursel ves, 

Mos t of us were intensely patri otic, We stirred de liciously to 
the s trains of "Land of Hope and Gl ory" , 

Boat Race day was sane thing special, We wore favours, If we 
possessed bicycl es we deco ra ted our machines with light or dsrk blu e 
ribbons, accordi ng t o which side ve supporte d , I t meant plenty to us, 

Sane of us rode on t rams or buses fo r the sake of l o,al ty, I f we 
liked to support the l osing side , we t ook the tram and thumbed our noses 
at the snorting bus , I f vs felt superior we took the bus and looked 
disdainfully at th e tram, 



Ye rejoice d in our school colours . Momben, of other schools we 

regarded as rivals . Of course , we did - like Tan Merry meeting Gordon 

~ · Ve supported our favourite cinema - "I alvaya go t o the lb!'llar . " 
Ve supported our favourite papers. Ii, bought the Ms&net or the 

i..e , and felt sorry for the partiaans of the l!arvel or the Bo. • s Realm. 

ilu felt that the editor of our f avourit e pape r appreciated our support . 

~=a~~s~VWeD r~P;::5 v~ h~dof ~l',., v;p~~s,y:. a:~h ~f ptlt? ~" 

carry fcx1a,y it is hard to be loyal to British Railva,ys or London Trans ­

port . It is impossible to be loyal to a supermarket . The girl at the 

cash desk is almost a machine herself. It is not easy to be loyal t o 

a cinema , when almost all of them are ovned by two gi ant concerns link ed 

together in some mysterious way. Could vs sum it up by ss,ying that a 

peMf ' s not a peney aey mo?'P? i'ne soul has gone, t o be re placed by 

grim effici encv . 
Tho old papen had personalit ie s , Modem periodicals have none. 

A multi-million concern does net bother whether we b,zy its p11pers or 

not - and some day ano ther concern , vi th aven more millions , vill 

sweep the lot away, whether they want to be swept away or not . So 

why bother? 
Canpetitio n has gone our of life , and loyalty has gone with it , 

Modem youth is t he vict im of our times . 

OUR 200th ISSUE:. In August will appear the 200th issue of Collectors• 

Digest, It is a milestone in our hist ory and large numbers of readers 

have writt en to say that it is an occasion to be marked vi th a vhi te 
st one, Ye feel the seme about it. Therefore the 200th issue s of 

Colle ct ors ' Digest will be a GIU!iD DOUBLE !IUMBER, Ve hope that it 

will thrill you i n tho some ws,y as the magnific ent double numbers which 

the old papers gave us, long , long ago, Every effo r t is going in to 

No, 200 to make it the finest issue of our magazine ever to ca,e to you . 

The price of this special issue will be 4/-. In the case of 

our regular subsc ri bers , their yearly subscriptions will be set back 

ono number, That is to say , if , for instance , ymr sub ends with No. 

204, the record will be set beck to 203 to meet the double cos t of 
this issue, J.ey subscriber who does not viah to receive this "Special" 

shoul d notify us of same in good time , and appropriate adJustments vill 

bo made. Ve believe , however, that all reade r will wish t o recei ve 

this great souvanir issue to mark 200 months of C,D, Casual readers 

and non-subscribers should note that this issue will only be sent out 

to order , U you are net a NgUlar subscribe r, order your copy in 

,good time ·--- -- ··-·-·-···-----· 
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The number of copies we print will be strict),)" limited , More 
next month about our 200th SPECIAL, 

THE EDI'l"OR, 

****** 
OUR MAY EDITORIAL 

Large m.unbers of readers have written to express their pleasure 
in our novelty F.ditorial which appeare d last month, 

Under the heading "BRIGll'ION WAS A LOT OF FUN IN 1905 11
, the 

EVENING ARGUS, which has th e largest evening sale of any Sussex news­
paper, reprinted our "Still Looking Back" item, though no doubt by 
accident th e paper omitted to mention t hat the item came fran COLLECTORS' 
DIGEST, I t f eatured in the Argus dated 15th May, 

The newspape r was abl e to answer some of our queries . The Empire 
Thea tre is now the defunct Paris Cinema, whil e the Eden Theatre l ate r 
became the Grand in North Road, and was closed in 1955, The Argus al so 
mentions that cross i ng th e Illvil' s Dyke by cable rsilwey ccs t 6d f or 
the return fare . 

****** 
~. g;g~ ~~~~~-E~m.s~~~~ ger::~AD!9~1~~ prlce ~·a1d. \trlte ..,..,,,,.,.,..., ___ ... , ... ,,_.,,_, __ .,,..,,_,, __ ,.,_,.,,.._._, _____ , __ ,,,.._,...,..,n.,,_,,.,..,,.,,_..,,,, 

~RJ'. ~~~~ .= ~r:1~ :c:iio1~~~e or ud\{Nt. Han cany old .......... -...... ____ ... __ , .. _,_,,_ .. _, .. __ . ____ ,. .. , ... -....... _ .. , ___ .. _ .......... ..,,..,., .. 

~ sN~~~t.:1f~;J~1s~~ 1~}hb~t.~0~1,1~: 
1~ 'ol~in!~5Ko~~: r~C:~, . 

ttT exchange. Ha&nets 562, 653, m, 792 , 817, 972, 1055. creytrtara SOlB 67 , 85 , 99, 
tOI, 105, 121, 123, 129, 131. Nons ter LB. No. 12. Wlll be on holiday 8th - 15th June. 
~. 5) WAUJ.8EY PARK, BELFAST, 14. 

!:!A!:!JlP: CHU13, botmt1 volw:ies or consecut ive cionthly ~ tor 19:1 . 1923, 1925 . 
HARRY tu.'t'THIMS, 22 RlESDJ.. STREET, ST. I..EONAROO, Pffli AUSTRALJA • . ., .. ,_ .. _,..,,,.,_."_, ... --·--· 

!ftEt~R
1

~~Jitt~~ CHAlflONB Feb . 1942 (1 050 ) to June 19!,6 ( 1272) onl.Y al:r mlsstng , 

P. HANCER, 10 PJ.M: SQJAR£, llNCB HEATH, NORntAK"TON. ""'' __ .... _ .. _ .................. -......... _ .................................. -....................... ___ ........ _,._ .... _..,_ ............... -..... , ... -.. . 
~: ...... B.F'.L .... No. IPl . ..... ror sal e - l1any .3d B.F'.L'S· ...... 38 BT. ~· ROAD, PRmTOH • ..... 

WimED: HAONETS No,. 829, 873 , '176, 882, 884. 888. s.o.i. •s Hoa. 6o ah1 68. 
i:i:T. WILSOO, 100 BR001Flll..D ROAD, a...t80CM, .. N.1 .• _,...,.,.,_._,,,,.,,..,_,.,,,..,..,,..._ ..... .,,..,.'"_,,,, ,...,_..,.. .... , 

PJ: SIJ.E (!. EXOIJ.NGE - Hagnet.s, oeu , Nel10n LeH, s.r.L . , s. o.L. , onton Jack• , etc • 
.. end 1011£.W!fl\Oll.•H, ..... - .ur,._.:;2 OW!CH ·~WHE11110HE, _L011X>1,.N.20. -····· ?Witffl & BUUB.f:V4Pt - I haw dlJC'ltcate ttagnets end eat'lY Populars tor ucttange -
.o.r,w ,11 t,uy • ....... • ' ... ,_ , .. t } CEDRIC ROIJ>, BR . .. CRl.tlPSAl.L, HAN:HESTD.. e. _,,, ....................... _, 
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THE BUffERF L ? WAS D1FF£RENT I 
bY Cern 4111fon 

th e reproctuct. l on or ButterflY arK1 Ftre r q on c.he ccr,er or Collecto r •• Digest ror 
Na, bniu&ht back DWQ' happy memori es . >. nott ln,tde centloned that The But ttrrly ,eemed 

to ban star t ed IU lite In 1905. 
To be utc t , Butt ert \J' No. 1 boN th• dac.. Sept«lb er 17th , 19(11.. ,,map, a rew 

word• .wld aor:ie recu ¥1QUt thll re.ther unulllal eootc peoer would be or tnurut , tor 
\hi ButterflJ' wu dl tterent rrcc other coales In n rl ous way1. 

Flr st l.7 - and thls waa a Md de t ect .. It had no 0t t1ct B01. One HU'Ched t.he 

pa&tl tn n t n t or the o.lr apelt edl't ntures so dl llghttully recorded In Coclc CUts by 
Sebu t.lan Gtnaer, In Ott ps by the &Nat 8ott111 , o . B., IN In (bu ckles by Bartholomew 

a1uenosa. 1'111 wa.11 a aertou1 l ou, but ther11 •as al-,a Cbtertul Charlt t B.rown, th e 
•ori gi nal Boy VentrllOQUJst 1 enc.nnctn&17 llluatr a ted by Wakt t h ld. 

But a .111Ch more lt:IIC)rtMt currennc e between the Butt.tr t lY and the other llltekly 

o,oc1tes - at least tor the rlr at rew months or It s career e wu Its eleoent or aouetneu . 
Ttlt ear lY t asue, or The Butt tr r)y were ra th er naughtJ , and contai ned Clf\Y lllu atra tl ons 
or the klnct uaual l)' seen ln Photo Blt al 

NU:i:t>er 1 or Th• But terrl)' Uta bdoN • now. The tlt lt , l n bold bl o.ck lettertnc . 
1, ~rtq,oted ou r a beallt l tul bun -ertl.1 , ap.ctral tl'ld lb l11mrt1* , lffllch uu nd, rro:i 
11D>1t mrgln to Cl&f'&l.n. The pea • conta i n• ti .,. •tr aces • and all are lllultratloos or 

ctr lt or fl)C'JS'I with auperaoondant CUJ""t'es. ~ · rtra:t lt eo 11 •An ~to-Oa t.I School&.lrl•a 
Lttt er4 Md ltlows a oouple or mature te enegera, wit h lara e hat.I and nowtng hat r, 
cak.lrc eyes at a hanc1soce boy , deaplt e the pruence or a gorao fl"'ltke schoolmlatre.ss . 
Thia was t he rt rat appearanc e or •n. oas te1 who fe a tured tn Butt ertlY evecy week onwan:1, 

to No. 655, Karch }ta t 1917. nos.d e only dlqppeared Jlbt n th • Bun ertlY wu oerged 
wtth rtreri, end be&on at No. 1 (N• Nrln ) dat«i J,prJl 7tb, 1917. 

Tp coaU r1Jt wlU\ fro nt Pll t of Ho. 1 h0111ver. Another picture pNaen t td U\1 
Buttur17 Corpa. 1FUll)' equlppt<I - not •Uh tJff1 warli ke tnt ent1o n, but sen t out t.o 

capture a t ew thouamd Nader , or to , tor our brllht lt ttl t journal. Wto Nlldn't be 

captured b7 a corp , li ke thl l? 1 (~ ot e). 
The ttn al t rome Is he aded • A Li t t.le F'at t tr NOW' and the caption reada:• 

The Co7 One: ' Do 1ou l"'tQIZ:tler, Dear Kr. Miles, .ti en 7ou used t o 
call Cit ,our ltttll Ltna? • 

Re (abNnt ly ) 1 .ih 7u; a littl e l eaner . Tbat wu lq years ago , 
wa.sn1t. It?' 

Besides th t larg e butt ertb' on th e cCl'f'er, the page, or the paper wert Ulua t rated 
by D&I\Y other picture, or l ep ldcpt ara , :soce with the tacea and rorms ot a t tractl Ye 
d!!CStla, ooq,lt tt with col QJNd win&•· Free gtt ta or pret t, pei, er buttertll u were aent 

to en,one Jho wrote and 8*ed ror them - •rou can st ick th ea Into boot.a, or on to l et.t er, 

'llflt n writ.Ire to a trl tnd . I hen alrtad1 d l lt N!JI.Jc.ed .}0, 000 pll)tr butterflies s:a,ast 
c:r r ea::lers .• 

I n No. 5 or t,hl a WlUM1al •Coclc• th e •Butt ertlJ' Beaity Coq,etlt tcn ' coa,enced . In 

A Chat with fo ur EdUor .. 'lllho wu epparentlJ' a lara e naked bab7 boy, tQUlDPICI with tour 
go1a.acier butt erfJ.y wi ne• - we read : -

•oear Reader , 
In th l • l'l.lmtr 1ClU "Ill find aa\Y' pre t ey races . Now, t want you to 

pick OWt thre e lllbtch , In J'OW'" cptnton. would win prt u a In a Bt&JtY Show. 
1ba"I t t ll III wbl cb prtt.ty t~u JCuld wln th e f irs t, ltcond and Ul.lrd 

prlze1 l"ltplCtlTt lJ 
The EOltrua of • rorc 1t..f1eo-Not• ha • r:iarted a copy or Butt t r117 , 

Md 1 heartll,1 ICl"tt with htr 1electlon. Thia week I otrer the mm ot 
On.9 <Nln eo. 01 a Butt erf l.1 Be&1t," Prl 11.• 
n, , editor ooneludea h l 1 Chat b7 aaytnc - 'T hi ButterflJ' waa a bt g nnture , and -~~·· · 



•tt l s the rtr st tltlEl1 he goes on - •that a h l gh-cla.ss hUcoroU.s paper of th.la kind 
baa Hen sold tor one halfpenny . There Is pl ent7 or rooc tor a Uttl e paper Uke the 
Buttertl.7. It ts dttt erent t.o all other hlnorous lou.mals.• 

He was quite right too . r or a matter or curiosity 1 oounted the number or tprett.7 
t acea ' In that Issue ot t he green-coloured p-,e r. 1ll.ert '"" seve nt een . 

A few weeks later, n •Hiss Butterrl.71 haa her own •Chat• and said, 1 1 aa .sure all 
qr r eader s , espec l a lJ.y C)' girls readers, of all ages , will a,pqrectate the tone of 
dalnt tnea 'lllt\tch penades the pages or 1'HE BlJITDFLY. There l s nothing quit e Uk • nu t 
Butterttn • 

But U\e element ot 8'l1Jctness graduallY grew lea s end less , until at l ast - except 
t9r no .sate , me Butt.err)¥ was Uke mst otber oocJ.e papers. But tt • as abuqs a •good 
buy . • 

'f'2'too~=t.Bg:A~ cop~!cb~~~~ ,:c~!~oomTn v::J1!~:.. ~~:;n:~ c:a"~roken 
ot ters tor sale t.he res:ll!llncler or the vol uae, cocrcirts tng the f ollowing copies: 692, 69) -
700; 701 - 7131 715 - 726; n11 7JJ - 735; 7YI - 750: 751 - 7511; 751 - 762; 765 -
767. 64 copies In all, lneludl.ng the tollo"1ng aeries ooq>Ute - Cmllllng aeries lntro­
Ouctng Cardew; Sar*.eyt II Clrcu•; New Houae 8.ln'l~t; Racke , hero; F1tth f'm"D 
11)'s tery series; the tsmou.a St. J le ' a Xldnepptng aeries~ tbe Levison• a Past series; 
the Stony Seven , and 1:19n1 other famous stories ot a &olden per i od or t he Ciem. All have 
been bound tor ~ rears and a nwnber are boubd •1 thout covers. Condi uon, ,rt th ohe or 
i.wo exceptton1 , ncy cood, t>ut purchaser mst. underst..i that the group eoq>rUe.s the · 
reaJant of a broken down \'Ql!.mE, SUltable tor eny collector"'° proposes to have the 
copie s re-bound . Prtce i8 10s . plus postage. 8-t.E. first , please. Wrt te: 
rate FAYNE, EXCllBIOR HCIJSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBI~. 
,,,.,.,..,,.,,.,.,,.,.,...,,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,._, .. ,,.,o.,.,-,_, ,,.,,.,.,,..,,.,.,.m.,~,.,.,,,.,_,.,,. ,,.,,._..,,.,,.,,..,.,,.,....,,..,,.,,.,..,,.,.,,.,.,.,,.,,.,.,,,..,.,_,.,.,_,.,. ,tf,Hf'f"l"'H"""''" 

~: s.o.L. 42, Nelaon Lee No. 130 (old aeries). four prtee paid tor s.o .L •a . 
Nel son Lees, cema and Hllg!'lets tor uc~e only. Would llk e to correspond wt~h a 
reader a ta interest.eel tn Xmas Nl,,f:lbera or s.O.L . , N.L. , Oeti and Haanet. · 
BRIAN fK>LT, BRITISH DtBl.88?, REYJJkVIK, ICELAND. 

~~ t~~/~'i:~:~v:: ~~d~!~t~~I~~ ~,0;,~:3:;!1
;~~4~~~422, 

921, 924, 925, 938, 940, 9Li2, 9lo, 9i,6, 949, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996. Moat IHuea 
between 821 and 890 , 9()0. GEHi - man)'" Issues between l,oo and 500. Han¥ issues bettiJCen 
800 and 879. AJ.30 ntmbers 935, 953, 954, 956, '175, 9EIO, 965, 989, 990, 992, 933 , 998, 
1129, 1150, 964. POf'1JLAR8 - 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 452, 455, 4£,6, 474. Advertiser 
haa coq>lete se t s or Gem, Nagnet and Popular but needs man)' good replaceaent ooples before 
having flnal binding work 4:lne. · 
DI.IC F'.lYNE, ElCEl.BlOR HOlEE, GROVE ROAD, BURBITON, SURREY, 
"'""'"' '"'"'"""''-" '"''""'""""""'""'"'"'"""'"""'''""'"'""''""'"' ... "'"'""'H""-""''"'"'-'"'-"""'"-"'" '""' ... """"'"'-"" "'"""'"" " .... "'"' 
t£H>RIAL EDtTI~ Of' ''fflE Am'OBlOORAPKJ OF' F'RANIC RICHIJI.IS' - 25/- . Packed wlth interesting 
read ing and IiWl)' t aae tnat l ng p ictures, with a long ,upplecent on Charles 8BI:11ltCl\1a wortc 
b7 Erle F'8¥fte• Obtainable from ~ bock.Slop Or' di rect trcm Collect.era• Dtgeat Otrtce. 
The F.dtt..ir , ot .c.D • .. wt ll .call , tbe .. autoblogr&Ph¥ . to tsl'f address , Jn .. the world . ,,_,.,, ........ _ ............. . 

~: tlagnet a Noa, ,ce:,, 1034, 1C87, 1CS8, 1039, 1559, 0000 CXINDJTI~ f'OR 
BlNDIHO PLFJBE. 
JOHN TROVW.., 16, BOURNE RO/J>, CXl,OU.Bn::R, mBEX. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 

Dtrb7 oar waa a most tr e,to occu lon. While the race waa betng run , 'llllben the horse 

reached Ta t te.nh.EI Com er , a "Ol:'ll!l.n MJ.shed on t o the oourae end thre " bers elr ln rron, or 

uw U re ' 1 horse , Anaw:r, ridden bf ttr. H. J ones . The horse tell , the Jock91 was hurt , 

end the WOQln WC-' lt'r l OUllY tnJured . Sbt dlld 1oon a tttntard a, 

l1Y D)thEr was dl nres.sed about It, t or ttm t a a ,uftragttte at h lrlrt . She saya 

there "111 be no DON 'IIGl'S tr 1'l<l*'I are rnr gl'nn t he ?Ota , 

Dou&, flho ti.i a b:pem e on tango Pr1Mo, did not win ar\Ythlnc . craaanour wu put 

tb t post flr at, but "u dl squalU l ed tor ~ Ina. 8o the wtM er wu Abqeur , m cu~ 

al der or 100 • 1. 
The Gt11 ha.I bttn n. r, Sood Ulla i:ionth. lo the rlnt at.or)', Lntsan 1a tat.b.tr lo,t 

hta coney, *> Levt.on had to l ean I t, Jt~'•, bUt hi came ba.ct dtacu t atd 61 a boot.-baJ, 

and created a.,e b trouble . The ltory was called ' The Sc.h...- Ind t lo ud It . 

•tom HHT7' a Special Nur»t r' was n rr cood. I 11"8Y• like nort u about Toa 

Htn7'• W.tk17, and i.hla ooe 1'&11 rtrskho p. tbe btlt ,tor, or th e o::inth wu ' Tb• 

8o1£1>1 o f u. School. • ftle Sc1q>1 were the hrrlblt TtlN e ll"ld thq cot ~ to my 

eciount or prMb , Ttlt:y nearlY had Nea:11 Ct 11 o.atd!. up with thlla, bUt Toa .. .,.eel a ehlld 

nui bei ng run over by a trl. l b , ao th ey wtre t orgtnn . 
The l ui. story • COlffard or Hero,I was «>out a new bo)', Roland Ra, , 111')(1 t rrund 1 t 

TU'Y Sood• 
In Ult DJ.ddlt ot W oonth thm and Dou& took m to tbt Ro7al Horse 6bow at 

Rlcmond , and tt ffU enjoyabl e . Rlctnlnd 11 a chan:ltnc, 1l eep7 lite.It town, nut lt ng on 

the banks or Ule upper The£'18S. The narrow atreets are e&1CI ,t,c1 qult t and peaceful , 

with hardlY &rO' trat rt c , ror th eN are no tnm. It ls lovel)' countl"1 all a.round , m 

wt had a ,ptolal tta M\d aom Rlda>nd cakt1 cll led Nat ds or Honour-at a pre ttJ 11 ttl t 

tta-shop . ttm aatd tht world 11..i to al°" dcwi s)d be core restM In thl1 siud)frtrw 

littl e to"1 b7 the 1Uf'&llng rt nr . I would not Uk e c.o li ve th ert al l the tloe , c.houC?I, 
u t th ink t would r 1nc1 tt ~ qut et . 

DoUa bought Dt 'The Bo-1' • rrtenci- u, r eed on the tr a in. It had two aerial s . Ont 

was •t tnt e-r .ltlroad' Sid It ts a Cl)'stery tal t et,ou t Sanon Blake. The other was ' Tbt 

Fool ot t he Ha~ b7 JOM Tregtll l s . He bu llr"ltt.en a lot or 11ntce ss.cr t t1. Ot 
course, ,erta1, are r ather un11ttlt a.etory unlen you &N a regular reader. 

Doug bought ror hl1a:.eir t he new Boy' s Friend 3d Li brary called •r tnker •• 

Sc.hoolda)'II'. He seerled to be enJ07I~ It . 
N'td ttm ba:t the 25th blrthd.V wct>er ot • t.n .. ,r, . • 
Ona or tbt grMdstMds ac. RuNt Part r.::e course was lllllmld d<Mn, Md the 

airrracatta s were blaatd tor tt. But 11.m NY• ner,uitrw aeu blaaed on tht ,uttra, ttta.s 

tl\ese dq1. I t we have a bad ammtr It ,rill bet.he ,uttragettu ' tault. 
we went out ror a picn ic m Whit Nondey and It was pleasant . I ,prawled w.ier a 

tNt and rtld tor a ttoe . I had taken wltb E» Conte OJts 'flbtch cont a lnacl a ,e rtes 

called •ca.ra ,--, Ctu:t .. IICitoh was quit e good. I au o had the IA"lloo J ack 'llllhlch waa at'Nfl 

C.O ae b7 Q1' couatn Robin MKI llYH at JJ.der tl'M>t , and 1fx> spent Whtt:iun •ltb u• . 1bt 

Stz ton Bl ake sto r., wu called •Tbt Ex--Con-,lct1 Seertt• and th ere wu a new Hrlal about 

hl&?wfa.)'Dtn, ' Di ck or the Hlihwa)',. b7 c.v t d Oooelwl n. 
Tbt battle crut11r ·~ un Karyl has cone to DfYonport t Ol' her tl'l ala . l'fr . 

~111 aa;,1 Iha f'Ja1 bt tM lut or her tlnd. 



----- ~-i2....2.. 
Very cood 1t.orlu In the 11acnet tht1 month . • rn Dlreat Pt rll ' waa about a tiger 

tlllbtch Heaped rr<:a 11uller 11 nenacer l t . u. 1tem that Ult port.er at Fr'tantal• ltatlon 

la nacied RUCClt. Th.la ta q\Ute a ootnctdenct u the port.er at R7lcccbt la n8Cltd Tnd>lt . 
1H ll CWl Betrayer- wu a aood dt'aDatto 1t.ory. i Hew boy , not ertY &ood at sport.s, 

cace to Greytr t ara. Hts naae wa.a Pr,nk Clt'veland , but c.he Bounder denola"lced hi m u 

Rubert Olbome , expe lled troa at . Wode'• tor tbttt. ln t.he mid, Cln t land had to gln 

btm e lt 911!1¥, u ht sued Bolaonr Ktnor tree: Clr'OM\tna, ttus provt,- hlmHlt a 1Pl t nd l d 

.. 1tr1tr. 
Harry Wharton&: Co. eaved some satlors rroa a .-.ct tn Che talt called •Ttie 

Scboolboy Drsiatlat_. bUt tht aa tl orwlost all their bt l on, ln,es . So Cokt r , em. also th e 

Recxrn , ri-, Ule Mel t Idea or stagtnc a pert on:iance In a id of th e 1allor1. Good f\l"I. 

•Qltt_. was anotbe r drs::.atlo 1t.«:1r7. N&Jor Olen'7 owed DOOeT to l'tl". Vemon-&n l tb, 

"'° ta a acne.yl tnder. So Bob had e ith er to wtn a ICholantalp or lean (iN7 f rtar1 . BUt 

INKER 
BROA.O . 
•. 

A Ripp- aew Yarn of TinJ.:er, the moat fam ed boy ia literature . introduciq 

Ses.toa Blake . Jt deala with one of the mo1t bafflina my 1terie1 e wer yet publiahed . 

Bob saved the Bounder Jllho had talllf'I o·nr a cute, ao ,-.. Vemon-ttJ ltb "lped ou.t. Ule debt . 

In Ula Geo th e1 ban Juat atartad a new abort eerlal called •The Outtt• ··<I\ a..ms.• 
lt doesn't eeec YIJ'1 well wri tten. 

i. Chip at achool gave oe the latest Ktlnel which cont.itned a Tm 8Qers sto ry 

cal l ed •nw Ptght l ne Crlclctttr- . Tbere ,ea ala:> a Jack , Sac an:i Pete t ale called •Pe te • a 

ttotor Polo ContHt . • It I t aid that polo on ciot.clr-t)lkts 1• aweeps .na America. I nue.r 

ee11:1 to tl ncl S'IY'thlnc l nterestt,. In the Pete 1tortea , thou.eh tbe authOr' c.rtea Yflr7 bard 

t o be runn,. 
Nr. Wool -.:,rtb 11 opentna a 1tore In our tcw1. &nry art lc.le In pr i ced at .3d or 6d. 

It la IOOtl.hln& Uke UllB Ptnn7 Bazaar , though rre r, lt c tn that ta auppo.ed t.o be a 

pom,. 

------·--------------------- .. ·-·--·-·--.. ··-··-·-· 
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Conducted by JCE~KINE PACkliAH' ZJ ArcMal e Road, Eu\:. 
Dulwtch, London. 8.E. 22. 

It cai:w some"'1ac. as a mock t o oe to tl nd that. thi s mnth coq,letes IIIY tenth year 
u eooouetress o f Blakl ana . I t onlJ' seeos a short while ego that 1 sugges t ed t o 01.r 
dear trtend , the late Herbert L.eckenby, that I tli~t take on the job. ttlcb water baa 
puaed UP1er the br tdge a1nee that t l m •• • I wonder "'8. t bu bllppened to H1n7 
ff(11.l81' •• • ~ HaUrlce Bond ••• 

flltN han bten t ltMts lltlBn l have felt deapondent l.brcu&h ma rt.ace or a t lrlal , arxl 
cm oore t.hall one ocea.slon I ban been on the potnt. ot glYlllC l t up , Bowner , 1 dtc81e ls 
socethlne to be proud or , and enn ir I ban not pl ea.Md n~• - Mltcb, or cour• , 
ts dl tcp,aatbllt tY - I ha'fl at least done ., bH t . 

The t a.et t hat l ban t>eea. abl e to c.arTJ on 11 ~• en'1 N l¥ io t;he loyal bMCI of 
mpport.er a who have •kept. r:ae gotrc • wlt.h material . 1 do aot prcpoM to lllf'ltlon C¥ 
nooes, bllt every on• or 70u WhO haS aent cit aau rl al throUghout tb eM ten 7eara beJ; ..­
cratetul tbanksi t here are, bowenr, two Ttf')' good trlm:11 without ftN INl'l1 art l clea 
and Yaluabl e dat a I .1hould colt certa t nlY ban nner been ln a poattton t o e8M"f on, 
and lt t a Utt. Ina t hat they ahould be tbe two cootr t bUtors Ulla month. 

nun.: 7ou AU. tor a 111$>dertu l tm year1 .. and Cl81' the nen. te n (D.V.) b1 Ju.t u 
-.:,nder tu l . 

JOBIBP .ICIIWI 

NAME mE Al1l'l!OR I 

By Walter Webb 

An artlele Jlblch rec 8ll& th e Tsrled Rrlt t n& atyles or those anon,y .. 
tlOUS, old-tlce Sexton Bl ake authora , and how certain clues to 
the i r ldentlttcat l on a.s Clell to 'Rboll credi t - or oth entt se .. !l\ould 
be gtven. In rela t ion t o those atort es . 

Hov vell do yoo remember the 1i terary style of your favourJ. te 
old-time author, or authors? 

For instanc e, if you are a llaoilton f an , could yQU by glancing 
at just half-a..(!ozen vorda of dialogue in a MAGNET story tell whether 
Charles llBmil ton wrote thEIII or not? Let us take one of the most 
familiar passages in a Greyfriar 1s yarn as our example: 

"Hallo , hallo, hallo l " Bob Cherry exclaimed . 
Now, would Charles IIBmil ton have typed out the above ill hi• ------· ,--------------------·--------
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maID.lSCrl.pt ? If you are one of the more observant of his admirers you 
should be able to reply r eadi ly enough that this brief sentence would 
have come fran the pen of a substitute writer, fo r Hamilton , if us ing 
those words - which he very often did , of course, - would neve r have 
writt en th em in quite that orde r , More of this anon, however, 

One of the most fascinating pas time s which has faced the Blnke 
collecto r during t he pas t fifty years or so has been the attemp ted 
tracing of the authors responsible for the vri ting of those anonymous 
s t ori es p,.bli sbed frcm 1904 - 1930 in the ol d UNION JACJK, 

Gifted with t he necessary patience, and, of course , the means 
necessary to indulge in this enjoya ble form of re l axation , the r eading 
of those anc i en t yarns . talces on a new glamour - tho re ade r, in th e ro l e 
of his f avour i te charac t er , disregards alike the well-worn plot, the 
l aboured humour and other situations which , in the light of this modern 
age , seem so farcical and is oblivious to all el se except i ng t he task of 
making himself familiar vi th the style of the autho r whose sto ry he is 
reading, 

In this res pect sane aut hors dropped clues all over the place -
W, Murray Greydon is a typical example - and it was chioffy in th e V8/f 
he set down his dialogue that a writ er invariabl y gave aw8/I hi s identity , 
For , if be had any pet words or j:brases in his vocabulary and was a fast 
worker they gene~ came out vi th monotonous regularity be fore he was 
even aware that they wer e in the text , Take the more pro lific of tbam -
Hamilton , Teed, Brooks , Goddard - how well one I'El!lembers the wey they 
used to repea t themselves in those bygone days , malcing indentification 
of thei r stories a fairly easy matter, 

It sounds a r ather incredible t hing t o say, but it is a fact tha t 
a clue leading to a pas t author ' s identity can be found by just noting 
the way he used the name of Sexton Bl ake, Today the use of Sexton 
Bl ake ' s full name is discouraged - editorial pol i cy no doubt fo r bids the 
modern autho r in this age of s lick, to p- speed writing too frequen t use of 
Christian names and othe r unnecessary details; but, way back in the 
early days of the cen tury, no such r estrictions were placed upon Blalce • s 
c!Jroniclers, am they were free t o use the charact er' s full name as 
often as they like d, Of this concession , scme, but not an , t ook ad ­
van t age and a study of the situation reveals the intere sting f ac t that 
the rival factions were pret ty voll equally divid ed - fifty per cent 
us i ng the detec ti ve ' s full name, Sexto n Blake, and the remainder his 
surname only , In ot he r cases , one or two auth ors , like W, ~ Graydon, 
E, W, Alai s and Cicely Hamilton , used both Blake's full name am surname 
only in equal measure , s o it will be readily appreciate d that in trying 
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t o trace a particular wri ter the re searcher'• task i s made much less 

difficult than i t might otherwise have been . 
Fran facts mostly gleaned fran th! Blake stories which hsve 

appeared under their names, hire are scme of tho authors vho generally 

re ferre d to the character under his full name - Sexton Blake t 

Nonnan Goddard, Dr. J o W. Staniforth , W. B. llom~l , 

Edgar Jc,yce l!urra¥, T. G. Dovling Maitland and Jonas G. Jones . 

Among thoee who, ill.e the present day authors , used Blake•• sur-

name only , were: 

Willinll> J . Jla.yfield , Ernest A. Treoton , Stanhope Sprigg, 
Gordon Anderson , E. J . Gannon and .A.lee G. Pearson . 

As pn,viously stated , n cloee study of an author ' • dialogue can 

pey di vidends for the p.irpose of indentification , 88 the brief sen -

tence frm n MAGNET story quoted at the beginning amply proves, althOU8h, 

in this particular instance , instead of leading to the 1.dontification 

of any one nuthor 88 having written it , it does point conclusi vely to 

Charl es l!amilton as not having done so ; for it V88 a peculiarity of 

!lmnilt on •a writing - or should I sey , a system to which he rigidly 

adhered in his vriting? - never to finish a sentence of dialogue vi th 

the verb in relation to the nsme of the orator - in this instance , 

Bob Cheny. 
Therefore , Charles Hamilton vculd have written the above sentenc e 

down, thWJ: 
"Hallo , hall o, hallo l " exclaimed Bob Cherry ; the only difference 

of course boing in the svi tching over of the verb in ord er tha t the 

sente nco finished vi th the name of tho characte r . 
c. M. llamnl.11 • • • Erne st A. Treeton , , , Fenton Ash. The first tvc 

were the real names of early writer.,; the other a peeudocym; yet al l 

three hsd one thing in common - they ver e certainly Blake wri tars of 

a past decade , desp ite the fact that thei r namee do not appear in any 

of t he Blake lists of tit l es and authors so far p.iblisbed . 
Facts appertaining to all three are quite interes ti ng of dis ­

olosuro , but must be left to a late r instalment , 

• * * * * * * 
DID CHARLES HAJ.ll L'!ON WRITE A SEX'IDN BLAKE STORY"/ 

By W. O. G. Lofis 

.b mat noder1 know, Cba.rlu KoalH on lt.ert.td hi s wlttnc career tone before the 

Gea aoo ttacnn .becan t n. t907 .. d 19(8 Napee t ln lY. HS• output ror T'rapps 1101.cw:.s 1: eo • . _ j 



......................... -~·········· .. ········-·····- ·· .. ··· .. ,-.................. - .. ~· .. ······ .. -- l!P ..ll 
al one wu a l!!IPl.1 tMt.o.att o . (See er arti c l e In HaJ, 1962 c.o. •The F'lrn Greyr r l a.rs 

School.• ) 
Hta Urst sto l"l" tor the Amal&am ted Prus , so tor u I h&Te betn abl e to trac e, 

" M t n t he Halr peM7 Unlon Jack No. 50 dat.ed 6.lf.1895, Md entitled. 1 11\e Cor~ lr Ca,pt a hf 

a t al e or pi r ates . The nut stol")' In U\at paper we., not unttl No. 171 (31. 7 .1897) 

ent t tl ed • Captain Neco" Both stor l u , t oo lOtntall;y hlMI \he autllor', ne::it und er th e 

s tory u bt:lrc b7 Cb3.rl u fku:dHon. 
n_. reader m at , or course , n oemer that at th1 1 period t.41 H or Sanon Bleke In 

th e UNION JACK "'8rt very r ew and t ar between, end Charles Ha.mlltonta na,:. ioost oert a l nlY 

did not appe ar In th e f ew th a t M N publt.lhed. At a l ater det t hts nam did e.ppeo.r CIOrt 

trequ ent b' u tM author or nuoerou1 a:tfent.uN ator tu and aeny re aders •111 prob&bl.7 

l""lmld)er the talH In the Penny U.J. about th e IChool l St. CynU\ tana and F'ernl q -

reprtnted In the NUa;get Li brary DM1 year, later. 
About thl a period, ar..or l ea by o •ttax Hac lltQO- al ao appeared and I CM re cect>er, 

with sone pl eaau-t , a t ew years ago con tl m tna ~ good rrtend Wal t er Webb• s sc.at e!llent 

tb at thl a wu th e pen-naoe o r a 11110aan, Hts, Ctc tl7 Hamilt on .. "1 0 becaDt a f llCIOUs 

playwr i ght In l at er year s , and 'llho b&S been aiapected or wrttt ng But.On Blak e stor i es at 

the ti me when U'le author•• name wu not gtven. Hr. H. w. f"lilyl::len, t oroer ee2l tor or th e 

lht on Jack (1921· 3}) can cleo.rl.Y reaecber 6*tna a aenl or d1N cto r u a wocan ever wrot e 

Blake ~ " • Sid wu to ld that Htu CectJ.y Hu nton cert.alnl.)' wrote a ttw In the Ter)' 

ear17 doJ•. Vnrort.unat el.Y, the ac tual tltlea have nt't' tr been po1 t tl't' el1 tdenttrltd . 

No", quit e recentl.7, lt wa, ~ pl en,ur e t o l lWT'I (trco an otr tclal awrc e) I.he 

authorlht p or several or the earl.Y Penny U.J. Blak e 1t or tea , tnclud l !ll t he wrt ter of 

tb e Sm.rt Cnl'TOCk ( ' The Snake• } t ale, , md l eon now reveal t o Nad er• or Bl ak lana th at 

U.J. Ho. 1,0 dated 7VI Apr il, 19CW5, m tltl td •ni e Ct rcua Det ec tive' '1111&1 detlnl t.el.Y written 

by a c. Ho.cnton . Unrort l.l'liat el.Y, l cam ot aJ.tM th e f ull OU"lattan naoe , end thl s tt 

could stand for e lt.ber Cecily or Cho.rles l 
lt would be quit e ea,;y t or on, t o sa, th at thl 1 s tory wa., writt en by HU I Hamilt on; 

but a IIIIOn:l or cautio n ta nec eaS&I')', t or I CMno t Needler t he lo.te Cbarl H Ha.citl ton ever 

denYtnc bt ,ro te a Blak e yam , si d th e cJrcu 1 wu a t aYcurttt 11.t>Ject or hi s enr l.Y 

,irttt nsa . He u11d the name ct •HaJTY Oort ar, t or a ,p l endtd aer i es or , t or te s Sn PUJCK ot 

that per i od, f eatur l na th e at:Mdult ring , and one CUit al so remed)er that he waa wrtttn 1 

thts type or s tor 1 l ona btt ore Cl aver lrw, St . J l ci' s N creytrl ars t>eeem hi s cht er out­

put . 
The N ader t'IQ1 8* th e questi on, camo t one tell by t he atYl e of llll"ltl nc , t or 

Charles Htllltlt on 1 1 .style • a.s unclatoka:>le ? On Ulla point I woul d sa, th i s ; a lth ough 

It ts tl"\le that .NCh experts as Er l e rayne . Roaer J en.kins and J ohn SMw could prob ablY 

oeu ct bl 1 school 1tor t es , lt 1, a lbee r t q>0ss t b1ltc., ror one to tell , wlth any con­
Ylctt on, his st or i es or to tallY dtt r eren t theoes . He 1lrO.S 3\ICh a cl ever wrtter t ho.t he 

COUld vlrtuall.7 adap t hl ci.ttlt Int o a eoq, lt te ly dlt t ere nt pe~ . t o proYe thta, ho" 

Clal'W' read ers could hones tl)' aa, tha t th ey knew Charl e, Hao llt on wa.s • Ral,ph RedwDY' or , 

ind eed, •rrant Rt chards', •t1artt n o. 1rr oni- , •OW1Conquea t •, or MY ot t he other 

11JOerou1 ptn ~ aot• he u sed tn pre-war days'ZI 
It ts rather trust.r a ti ng t o l eam rrcm an ot tl c tal source t.he aut hc:rsb lp o r a 

previ ously anonymous work , only t o oreat e , as It wer e , anoth er C\YSt ery; rut tt 'IIOuld be 

very t nt ere attna t o know tr any rt adar of th e c .o. • u ever t old by the late Charle s 

ffaJ:IJl ton tha t he di d ?125 p.-i 8lf¥ Su.ton Blake st crt u . AsSl.l:l.ln& that he never Clllde Slcb 

a atateme nt , It eOUld poaa lbty be that •Thi Ci rcus Deteet tv e• was h is wort. 

tOf •T NISS: Colle c t ors ' Dl&Ht Nl.d>cr two Hundred. 

Grea t 8\.u:l:er Double tb:lber. A l111eat one In our HUtory . 
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REFLECTIONS 
By John Upton 

Thrwgh the l i brary rocll l tl h or the Nortl\ ern Section O.B.B.C. I have been al. le i.o 
renew tr/ aoquaintMce with ,everal well•l oved •ttngnet• ser i es, Including the Popper Island 
rebellion , the J le Valentine sert es, the F.gyptten serie s , th e second seri es Involvi ng 
HOJ"t7 wtiarton•s tall troc groce , and tile lrot.hertlood or Justice seri es or 19)4 . All have 
glnn mt not onlY ta.ienae pl eaSJre , but ClllllY opportun iti es tor tru e relaxation ; so rare 
In the se da,s. Arte r on tntenal or nearl)' seven years , I rtnd th ese sto rie s , fflth t.bel r 
llkl ltul blend or draDO Md coceCIY, their auhtle Marooterlzatlon, enn more rasctnatlng . "°"' too , oore thM ever before , I real i se ,ust what a tlu ent s tyle was fr'Mk Rlc::hards': 
81111111 mooUl. flowing, al"1JYS lucid, "Ith fre quent uoobtru a tve cor:cents u;ion bJman 
cbar8Ct er ; l t.s quaJ.tt l es Md rrauttes . 

I an r ending now t.hC farx,us Q\lna series or 19JO, which I have not seen before. 
Undoubtedl.y the ttn tst holiday sert es 1 haV1 read to date , this dcconstrat.es the 
brtlltanc e or the wltcr ,tSt.b each suecess t Ye story' . I t also pro .es quite clenrJ.y, to 
lllY' J:l.lnd, the tr\lth ot the arguoent that. the greatest atortes or Frank Rte.hards could not 
be oondensed without Irrevocable d.D1.ge. 1be turther one gets tilfoY tr an hts peak, per­
h.eps, the oore poss i ble lt eight be to edapt , re-,,u e , condense. But tor such a super­
l ativ e work as the China ser i es t o be so treo.ted "wld onl)' do hortl, tn rtt vtew , both t o 
th e wort. Md t.o the author' s reput at i on. 

In thts ser i es , there ts one eha,pter which recitnded eie a t once or that tine 

~~·s~!i~ :s, ,:rur:.e~ ~h:o~ =~t~f, !~; ~dtg:::ac:: ~i~i/~~~iu~t ~~· 
dlapter, too, throtfs tnt eresttnc stde ltgh ts on the Bunter-famil y (a t break fas t tn this 
ease), and In It fl'8rit Richards gi ves tull treedot1 to hls propenatty tor dry and llt\ta­
steal oowent , ustnc the Bunter f actly, no dwbt, as ht a roll s . We leam or Nr. Bunt.er , 
tor exacple ••• 

•ttr. Bmter had eaten enough tor only three, so tar. When he had eaten 
enOU&h tor tour hts brotl' cleaNd and cal.med. Li ke QM1' citddle-aged gentle­
aen , Hr. Bunter was better teq>ered after breakfast . He g?Ulted, but his 
grunt was mre pl &Cllble. 
' He l ooked at hi s watch, l:f'IC1 there was a general rtstrc or spl rtta When he 
rose troci the table, a., It they rose aut.ccat leell)' when Mr. Bunter rose.• 

ffle ca11Se ot Hr. Bunter•s discontent t s contlded •• 

'1blngs ..ere not looking up In th e Ci ty. Nr. Bmter had bought nibbe.r 
~s tn e,:peetat tM or the rise l n th o.ae del us lve shares 'lfllch ls boUnd 



·to coot 10me t lr:ie - but showed no sign or ooo!n,: just yet. Tht tax • 
collector hod cUltcl aeveral ti .me, ; and on t.he la.st oocu l on h11 NDlrka 
bad be.-. quite no.et¥. Hr. Bunter had read In Ul8 a:>rnl,. paper or a 
JlfC!nderM new qst ea or romu that had been built tn Paltstln& - IWld th e 

preTtous doy hi s Ford had nearl7 cmt t.o P' l ef on a 8\Jr'T'e)' road tb&t 

badl.1 nteded repair. 11\11 8fll0Jed Nr. !unttr; he wo.1 ,n n so unrea.,onable 
u t o suppose that a Brltl llh C:onmaen t ought to repa ir 8.rJtl sh roada be rore 
they bUllt new roads tn Asta Htnor: espoetolly a.s th ey taxed 11r. Bunu r t.o 
r ai se th e aone7. Polltlctena, or cc:urse, DOTed In Qttterlous "8.YI th eir 
wonders t o per fon:i; and Hr. au,iier di d not protesa to wxierstar,d what th e ir 

gam wu. He e'fen ,uspected that UlQ" •re noodles Nlo did not know bow to 

do their job • ••• • 
Hr. Bunter •• ln-t tatton l s rurth er Incre ased by 

t.ht enonm>Us food bill s ttlen all hta progeny or e at 
home. At 1chool , though •t1r. Bunter did no t W'holl.Y 

l ike cirtlirll'IB the di.aquas tor t.he lr school 
t ees • • • there , a t l ea.st , ht stood to wtn. 

ft\ere fll.1 no Cloubt 'llllhat ever that th t Bun­
ters , at achOol , ate th eir !!IOnQ's 

wortl'I.• 

Roger Jenk ins, In ·~ 
~ ~· U'lat ttra. Bunter I • a 
~t ~ fi gure , but In tbta 
dulpter we do learn Tarlous us otul 
deto.11.s about her. She ts • a pl~ 
and ple asan t l~ N\O always aart H 
wU.h her b.ulbend, • to llowtnc u, , lint: 
or l east natatMCee , blr' •cbt,r 
occupation or a gomlng • bet .ng •t o keep 
thin.gs ICl)O CJ\ and pl t aaant as t ar u 
pout ble till tn e front door ctolld wt t h 
a ban& beht nd her lord SlC1 £laster .• Her 
llttnt11tn111 Ja eonttraed be7ond all 
d<:ubt 'lltlm Ille prot ea t1: •But It ta ., 
nice to Mn w1111a11 a.t home.• She ta 
undwbtedl.J , as F'rM\k R tcbaroa u-.. 

i,iroases tt, •an attect Jonnte parent. • 
And with all hta opprobriou s ,roy1 , 

Bunter ta &h en the vtrw t , perbap1 hla onl7 one , or returning that a.tr,ctton . .:.bout c.o 
ltP t Bunter Villa to join H3l"'l'7 Whrton & eo. (w,.belcnoim to tblc , e.a u-.iat) , he M.Ulht1 

beck Into th t house to a41 aOO(Slye to her. et, tarnell • or hla brcther end s t ater e.re 
leu aoltcttous .. . 

• •C:otng?• asked Saa:;y • .,, ... , 
• • HUrTebL, sa td Sao:t,. 
11rt nt l• sat d Bess1,. 
•• TahL• 
••rt:Y deer WllllaD -• aatd Nrl. Bunter. 
wtCoocl>ye , cum ,• Hid Bunter. •Co arr1 eat coke , 811CQJ'S Tour hat r t I 

untJdT Beutel GOO<H>Jt, a.ca , old ®ar .• 
•Thi rorc1 marted f//118:1 • • • • • • • 

rtnallY, IT. Bunt.er , hsYJng n garcl t or •th e tmens e eoount be would saYe on food 
.,.,.,,..,,.,.,,_.,_,....,,.,,..,.,,,...,.,,,.,,,..,.,.,,..,,.,,.,.,,,,.,.,,.,.,.,,.,,_.,..,,..,..,,.,,,.,,.,.,,.,,,.,_.,..,.,,,,.,..m,.,.,,.,,,,..,~- "'"'""'HHH'"'...,'"'"'"'--"' 
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bills tt Bunter st.a,yed awe., t i ll the er.:! or the vac•, gives htm three whole pounds! 
1'hla chapter 11 slMted to a "erf dllt vtewpolnt , I t Invites t he JOWi& reader to 

rel1Sh a typ e or ltlDO\lr th.at l a , as rar a.s I .kno", uniqu e In tu Inclusion tn s tories tor 
juveniles. 'Ihot ~ ot th e or i ginal ,youthfUl readers l auahed with frank Richards, I 
have no doubt , because the style Its elf Is s t r.i,le Sld recognisable , desp i te the reference s 
to lncoae-tax, road ()C)RStnJCt lon In Asi a Hl nor end so on, 

There are Q8lY more extq>les, of course, or Prulk Rtdu1re1st lnt ei,,ol at ton ot per­
S<:tlal carcent In hts st.ortea. I not i ced one In a sibsequent st.or)' In the saoe aeries 
•,11 Aboa%"d tor Chino,• 1178 •• •• 

•Not , or cour se , that o. passport serves en)' userul purpose beyona provid ing 
ot tl clals "1th something t o do, But ortl c l als aJSt do soaeth tng t o keep up 
an appearance or e.:ln'll~ their salar ies, A traveller round tr a velling 
without a passport was li kely to set a whol e series or otf!ctals Cti':k.Ung 
li ke a !l ock or geese. He eigh t be suspec t ed or bel1'!: a fugitiv e, crl ol nal 
or a spy, t or the o ttlc l al Cl.Jnd, ot course , Is qul t.e bltnd to the t act that 
cr lc lnals and spies aJ.Ml,Ys have their po.1sports In perf ect order •••• .• 

tty or':e
1
~~ s t:;rth~:r;!~ ~~ S:~1=t~~~\:

1
:; ::;

1
t!\~::ct~~/:~;~ - ~ 

ernt clm ot his M>rt ftltch ts so poixilnr t Oday. The author ot stncertcy, without fllY ~~1: = 1:: ~re!:~~·~rv:-~=Ge~ l ~~s~~ ~WEM~ ~~ves It .. 1thout ~ 

00 YOU REJID1BP,7 By Roger He Je t*.tn;: 

NO, 44 - Ciepa 759 - 764 - LEV}$0N18 Pl.ST §CR.JR! 
Leviso n• s cereer was indeed a chequered one. He was the cn.ly charaot.er to begin 

hta schoold ays at one Katlllton1d1 achool and continue U. at anothe r . In Ho. !p or the 
Hagnet he bad been expelled fl'()Q Cireytrlars tor visit i ng 1ftl e Red Co,, , though Dr. Locke 
lat er allowed ht c t o l eave quietly without the disgrace ot a public expuls i on. In No. 
1t.2 or the Ciec he appeared u a new mec:ber ot the Fourth Form, and achieved notor iety 
tor having c,pened LUclle)"-Lw:lleyts cotttn to ;rove t hnt he was not dead but onJ.y In a 
trance. 'Ibi s grlsb' scena was bare ly over wl'len Harry Wharton happened to visit St . Jlat s 
abcut a games ttxture, and sa i d, •1 never Intended to sa)' a N:>rd about your being 

~:~e!::~~:r~!fo::·0r~~e:' ,:~ £e!i:O~~:a!~t:e~~;~ ~~!1::~;!~ ft 
to have suttered a cur tw a l apse or oecory here. At al l eventa , Levtaon was the hero or 
the oour tor having saved LuoleY"l,l.m.lay r roa being burled al ive, and Dr. Hol.Des :igreed to 
l et Lnts:m stw even "'-en he knew about his past c.oreer at Greytrlnrs - •I :flall gtva 
yw a ehllnoc, l hOpe 700. will prove worthy or It.• 

1'1ts SCClO'tll\at ccntradlctory background to the Ceo ser i es ln Nos. 7~ - 64 1s r esll)' 
or little MlP , s i nce thi s ser i es quite accurately rec3.lled the t act tho.t Levison was not 
expelled troc GN!ytrlars , but onl¥ forced to lea ve , filll e the events ot Gee Ho. 1b2 were 
COCl)let el.y t oriott en. fl'le plot began flhen Baggy Trl rb l e had an upset with th e Levtsons 
end he got hold or a garbl ed tal e rro c Bunter about Ernest Levi son h4vtng been expelled 
tr aa Creyrrtars tor havi ng stolen a,ney tra:1 the Head. Lnlaon or course dented thi s , 
but retused to CCEl)laln to Hr. Rallton , md everyone began to aispeet the Mlrst . /,t tha 
end or tlE series Dr. Hol ~s was deep11 annoyed r.hat he .!lhoul.d not have been l ntor::>ed ot 
the tact t hat Levison had had to l eave Greytrtars . Hi s o&tlOl"Y - ltke thnt or the 
rea:1ers - did not stretch back rr00: 1922 to 19101 
.......... nw .. Ciem series or 1922 real1¥ needa .. to .. be read ln a vaeuu:o, BS thoueh thi ~,earller ... ~ 
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st.orJes did not ext .st. If thls ls done, i t can~ enjoyed ror what lt t s . a coci,etent 
Sld Int erest ing tal e or Levl s:m• s reactions t o a SJdden end unex pected bl ow. The bll nd 
faith or Frank Levison c d') be a littl e tl")'tng at t.l ces , but U'le llfllo.tlcal l oyal ty of 
Cardew t s alwQs a joy to r eed about . flle aeries had a gN at sense ot drm:iatlc pu11>ose 
end unit y, and at tl MS even a particular e-ptlOde WQa carried ovar t roa one week to 
Mother , thus a lvlng the desi red lq1reasl on U'l.ot ever.,thlng happened In th e space or a 
r ew da,ys . 

1922 had CIJch to coi::cend It , .Rt Charle, Ractlton told me, a t an Int erview , that 
there was a ereat deal to be said t or c~tdertng the years mld- 1921 t o ci1~1923 oa 
be i ng th e fine st two consecutiv e year s t n t he hist ory or the Ceo. But tll.ough the plot s 
were good and the detatls well tbought out, th ere wos WldoUbt.edll' socethtng olsstng. The 
l ong sto ri es ot Ule blue GE/Q a ff orded a mre l e tsurel..J (l)PJ"Ooeh • and the upheava l or th e 
war Md C'larJes Hamtltoo •s nll tt ary .servtee had robbed 0,1ch or his work ot lts cust ocary 
polish l n t,he ear}y , t11entt es . It was not unttl the adVent or th e coloured covers that 
the lndlan S\JI:Cer or th e Geu really began, 

Let's Be Controversial 

No1 67. THE BRANCH LINE 

It is more than obvious that there need never have been a sub­
stitute sto ry in th e Magnet or th e Gem. Charles Hamilton was perfectly 
able to have kep t both papers supplied with new sto r ies for every week 
throughou t the lives of bot h papers . He hod the talent and th e stamina . 
He never dried up owing to indifferent health or to holidays . In fact , 
he was a demon for work. It is hard to thini: that ho wru, ever very 
happy away fran the typewriter. 

I t is easie r to wonder that any l!lllll was abl e to churn out two 
l ong st ories - one of Greyfrie.rs and one of St . Jim ' s - each weok . 
Yet we know that he did it , at diff eren t times , for lo ng periods of 
time . He could have done it al l th e time, if he had been s o inclined. 

lie had substitute sto rie s in th e Gem am Magnet, not because 
Charles Hamil ton had dri ed up or was a iling or \las on hol iday , but 
simply and solely because he turned his talents on to branch lines . 

In 1915 he branch ed away to Rookwood, writing himself aJ.J. but a 
handful of this se ri es until the Spring of 1926 . 

In 1917 he br anched yet again , th:ul tiJJle to Cedar Creek , writing 
every om of the 205 stories for the next four years . 

In 1919 he took a third branch t o the Benbov, writing evary 
sto ry for th o next two years or more • 
............... _ . .And .. while .. ,Rookwood1,. Cedar ,Creok ... and , .. too ... Benbow wero .. ,cl~ ..... ... 
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his at t enti on, the subs titut e wri te rs took comnand of the Gm and th e 
J11a8net. Rookwood and Cedar Creek, most readers will agree, vere wort h 
it . The Benbow was not . 

The Benbow stories were p.,r el y run of th e mill yarns , agreeable 
reading lik e all t he writer ' s work, but l acking originality in plot or 
c1,aracto riz a tion. The only novel ty was t he fact t hat we had a schoo l 
on a ship. 

Oddly enough, in al l of th ese branc h line s , Charl es llamilton 
branches away to a branch within a branch , as it were . 

For thirty weeks in 1923, th e Rookwood clrums want t o the 'illd 
Wes t. That was a l ong time for school stori es to be turned into 
wes terns. The cliums roturned to llookwood at lo ng last, but I, per ­
sonall y, thought that the llookwood series .as neve r quite the same 
again . 

The Benbow seri es branches in the same way. After a year or so , 1 i 

the ship was fitted out and went to sea in a long voyage t o the 'ie st \ 
Indies . I have little doubt that tha t long voy1J€0 was a mistake. It ,, 
""" • at arcy rate, tho end of tho Benbow. 

No critic i sm can be really offered against the long br anch line 
into which t he Cedar Croc.'< seri es turned, foming what was to be th e 
swan song for Cedar Creek. In the las t se ri es of al l, in th e Backwol)d 
s tories , Frank Richards ran away f'rom Cedar Creek, to meet with some 
deli ghtful adventures which lasted for 17 weeks, and ended the long 
run of th at WlUSual se ri es. 

A contributor t o thi s month' s Digest was recinded of this fi nal 
Cedar Creek series by the events in a modern film, I felt the urge to 
l ook up the series and read it again , Much vater has fl owed wider the 
br i dges sin ce I l as t enjoyed it. 

Frnnk Richards vas accused of theft and compelled t o leave Cedar 
Creek , ll1s uncle , Rancher Lawless , decided to send the boy t o a di s­
tant school ~hlch handled hard cases - a rather drastic decision for 
an affec ti onate rel ative to make. Rather thDn become a hard case , 
Frank ran away from the Iavloss Ranch, He f ell in with rust l ers who 
were planning to rob a brutal horse-d ealer , He became a chore- boy t o 
the horse-dealer . He met up with the thirsty l!r, Penr ose , and becsme 
a partner in producing a backwoods newspaper until Mr. Penros e ' s thir s t 
got beyond contro l, .Wandering on as a rolling s t one , Frank j oined up 
vi th a l!<>ld- seeke r, and accumulated a few hundrod dollars which seve r al 
sinister people tri ed to s teal . He mot with the Black Sack gang, and 
re scued an Engl ish nobl eoan , Lord St. Austelle, who vas a relative of 
Vere Beaucl erc, Finally Frank returned to Cedar Creek with his JlBllle ·- ···-·---- ----- .. -~ ..... _H ______ Jffi l_ ... ,_ .. , __ , ___ ... __ ,n., 
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cleared , Lord St , Ausl:ells wonted to tak e him to England, send him to 
University, am set him on the road to authorship , But Frank fe lt 
"The Call of th e Prairies• and sta.yed on at Cedar Creek , 

So ended the Cedar Creek seri es , Charles Hamilton was never to 
write another story of the School in th e Backwoods, One wonders why it 
ended then, for it must have been pop.tlar , Possibly the powell!..tha t- be 
decided that Mr, llamilton should once again concentrate on St, Jim ' s 
f or a time . 

Read toda.y , these last seventeen stories of Frank Richards I 

Schoold ays have lost little if any of their chano, which is remarkab l e 
when one re alises tha t th ey wer e wri t ten aver forty years ago, Just 
her e and there, on the rar e occasio n, they are mildly dated, by s tyl e , 
In rthe more dramatic ljlO!llents, particularly where Frank is accused of 
th e theft , th e dialogue is stilted am ol d- fnsbioned , When a r ascal is 
being thras hed brutally, "tho schoolboy would fain bavo looked awe;y," 
Ilut it is only at rare moments that t he 1189 of th e storie s peeps 
thr ough, With just th e s li ghtest lllllendment t o dialogue in places , these 
seventeen tales could be is sue d as one story t oday and woul d make 
reading matter which would surely appeal to 8Il/f modern boy , 

No doubt when th e stories appeared , re aders were longi ng fo r 
Frank to return to Cedar Creek , All t he same, the author was at his 
most successful when he was doing a "s olo" turn of this type , The 
hero •,as in the limelight all t he time, The Rio Kid s tories, betto r 
written and core convincing , owed much of thei r succ ess to keeping the 
hero in tho l end ri th th e supporting cast small and ever changing , 

The entire Cedar Creek series , with t he exc eption of about three 
s t ories , was republish ed in the gold en 1189 of th e Popular , Those 
three s t ories wer e undoubtedl y ljlissed thr""8h th e carel essnes s of some 
sub-editor , 

Cedar Creek was as suredly a worth -whil e branch line , Every s t ory 
was excelle nt of its c l ass , and Charl es Hamilton wrote tho l ot , Possibly 
th e most l!l(lmorable sto ri es of tho whole lot are th e last sevent ee n in 
which Frank Richards appeare d solo , and became a rolling-stone , 

I t' s just !i\Y point of view l What' s yours? 

* * * * * 
On earll er topic s . 

~: l ~: :!~:s:8 1~!0:/1!cu~h ~t~~ o~: e~ U:!~:s ~ u~~:1"!1~n pc:e;!:' ~D. 
stories than fthat are vlrtunllY substttute tales - vti.oever wri tes theo. When 1, CCD!S 
t.o reading ;yarns about Gre;ytrlars , St. J tCJI a and ao on, not hi ng can gtv e ce greaur 
.,.,m,.,-... ,..,,.,..,.,_,.,_,.,,..,.,,..,,._,.,.,, .. ,.,..,., .. ,,.. ..... _,. .,, ... ,.,,.,_,,,..,.,.,.,,,,,_ ,,,...,,.,,.,.,.,.,.._.,.,.,,_, .. ,.,.,,.,..,,.,.,,.,,_,..,,..,,...,,,,.,,..,,,.,...,,.,,., 
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pleasure than re-reading t he M>rb or ffle Haster: equallY, I der tve tud:I pl euure to 
read t rc artlelea ~ the papers. • 

~ook~~~~et! o~re=:or~., ~~J~i~:nj~cdae Lo,: =r ~oIBs ~!o:r 
.story as a •aibatltute'I or •ta ltat t oftll stci,17 do not know lffiat they are talking about. 
It t, a vers ion <Jf th e St. J t e1t .,. 5888 as seen through .iult e7es , and lt ts as enj oyable 
to read as a well -writ ten C:OOem no.-el dealing wlth one ot the t11elent Greek heroes . 

ty+~'8CE~~8S~!h~~1=1~t~!n 1~~5F'E,!i'1~~=~r!!~.:i~~ :!1 !~&tit~ t 
th ere fore r:q QUOI'J anent codern 1 sub9 writings Show! a t nllure on af part tQ c,prec t ate 
that a sUite ot th l n&s cmno t alweys be statlc, othel"ll'ls& atrophy will set t n. ~ 
renant a tailed to appreciate th e dlt tl eul t y or the edi to r aM ht s hard-working t a lthtu l 
band or contrlbUt or s to find new tie.tertal. 

~GE SEl..LARS: I ab,oy s enj oyed stories about ventr U oqulSts , ltl)ersonatcirs, r t•alrY , 
e c ircu s , the boxing r ing, and dear old Oussyts l ove atra t r s. 1 always telt SO?TY tor 

OUSSJ', probabll' boenuse 1 hod s.ich m at t e lr whm l was 14 yoars old. Lost but not 
l east, I Uke eyst ery and ghost stories or t.he schools, l'.fld , or course, cr icket and 
rootball yarns. 

(The lehoes on Tl£ VITJJ.. SPMK wlll appeer next a,n t h) 

ffDWffiT BRI'rf'ON 

La.st cont.h ln our Yours Sl necre lY colum a reader sent tn ll query conc(!ffllng sto ri es 
or RedelYtt e School lffll ch oppoi'.ll"Od long ago In The Boy•s rr1enc:1. In a1 artlcl e which 
aweared ln Colle ctors • D1sest knnual tor 195}, Eri c Fayne queried the Identity or 
Herber t Bri tton, flho was cred i ted with wrltl nc these Redel,ytt e stor i es . A.t th at tl oa 
nobody seeced to know. 

We are now gro.tetu l to t1.r. w. o . c;. Lotts t rr the tollow lng lntorm.atlon: 
'Herbert Brit t on was a pen-naoe or Reginald T. &Yes 1111\o started In t he Hognet and Geo 

OepartCBnt os tar back as 1907L Later he was editor or nie Boy• s Friend In t.he war 
years, Md founded •The 8ehoo1Fr1end• In 1919. Later stil l he was editor or •Th.e O\eD'"' 
plon9 end •Trl llt'l)h-. The stor ies he wrote or Redcll ffe school wht eh brought In c;rey­
Frt ers, Bt. Jtm•s , etc., tn •The Boy• a Friend' were certainty well writ ten an:! ttiiy 
MN beli eved at one tloe to be the won: ot Crorles Hnr.itlton by soCJe coll ecto rs , until 
Nr. Rarlllton denied wrttlng thecl some year s ago. Whether R. T. E'fes wrot e any Hognet 
and C:cc sto r ies MS &2S: been proved as yet , though a re li able source says It ta unllkct.yt 

The Redcl.ytt e stor i es appeo.red. tn the year s 1917/19 In 1 '1"ho Boy' s Friend • and told 
ot t.he adventures of a boy boxer , Bob Tranrs, fflo vtsl ted all the H&itlton cej or and 
calnor schools In tum. These stories were foll owed by a seri es about J ack Jackson, in:! 
a turf.her ser ies ebollt •Bartcer, th! BoW'Jdcr". 

The M"lter .o.t tled not very succes stully to 1ct1tate the Hoollton aC,J'l e, but plots an::1 
ehe.ractcr h a tl on were hackneyed. So t ar as we know none or theo ,ras ever reprinted . 
They were adequate, but nothJng core , sx2 In our view eny collect or who thought thee 
Rr1t t en by Q\nrles Hoollt on waa not a d1scem 11'18 stud ent ot Haclltonla. 

Tbe sketc h ot Bunter which appears In page 15 cooes rrom the tactle penell or 
New Zealond reader , Oeotf Han-taon. 
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Conducted by JACK WOOD 

Q.UES'l'IONS and A!lSWERS 

By Noman Pragooll 

1'869 21 

Of all the Boys I Books, which we read with so much interest , 

ncne , wo think it true to say , had such a turbulen t and ohoquored 

career especially in its last few years as the Nelson Leo Librnry . 

Betwoon 1930 - 1933 thero wore so many changes in the style of the 

st ories presented to its roador , that i t was no wonder tha t t ho cir­

culntion dropped and many loyal read ers woro loot • 

.lt the oge that ve first road the Nelson Lee it was t oo much for 

us to understand tho upe and downs of editorial policy . Ye just 

accepted tha:, without knowing tho roason why. Si nce tho formation of 

the "Old Boys Book Club" much infonnation about these yaars has come 

t o light , and we are certru.nl.y not so much in tho dark as we wore 

thirty years a,;o . 
Those of us whose first l ove is the Nelson Lee Library have fran 

time to tlllO given our views on t hie subject, and have of fered 

suggestions aa to what might have saved the Nelson Lee from its dEIIDiso 

in 1933. 
Dospi te the oontillUll.l changes in editorial policy there is no 

doubt that some of Brooks 1 best work camo in this period in tho life 

of the Hel son Lee Library . His style had roachod 11 more adult §t "<!O 

and already showed the stamp t hat was to oake Brooks ono of th e best 

thriller vri tors of our day . Tho evi denc e of this was to be soon in 

the "Dncca, t he Devil :0.,arf" and "Sargasso" series . Sano of tho 

puzzles will never be answorod completely, short of a round - table 

conference vi th &Ivy Searl es Brooks and the various Nel son Lee odi tors 

present . 
Nevertheless , some light can be shed on those years, and wi th 

our own knowledge plus certain infonnation given the vri ter by Brooks 

hims el f , we propose to give during the coming months our vicv on this 

,------------·- ··· .. -·-··--·-···-..................... . 



period . Among the subjec ts to be disc ussed will be the destruction of 
St. Frank's in 1930 , tho artistic merits of Kenneth Brooks, the 
appearan ce and disappearance of "Between Ourselv es ", Brooks' intere st, 
or lack of it , in St. Franks, and various other t opics . 

We may mko mistakes in our articles - we hope not - but we do 
not possess such a full knowled8e of the Nelso n Lee as so.., member s of 
th e o.a. B.c . Nevertheless, wo hope t het the series will be of so.., 
intere st tc our Nelso n Lee Col= readers , and may even provide a littl e 
controversy. 

The first subject tc come um er th e microscope will be the des­
tructio n of St. Franks by Professo r Cyrus Zingrav e in No. 1, oecond now 
series, 1930. 

* * * * * 
DARKNmS OV»! ST. fflANK Is 

llY c. L. Lettey 

For readers who liked 11\YS'tery in thei r school st ories the Nelson 
Lee was pret\3rable to th e Magnet or Cro. As befi t ting such tales, 
many scenes teak: place duri.ng da:dcness. In fact it was surprising the 
Illllllber of nocturnal doings that occupied the St. Frank ' s boys . '!'he 
author seBDed in his elELlent on these occasions . 

How mruzy times did we read t hat Nipper was abroad with his beloved 
guv 1nor Mr, Nelson Lee around the midnight hour when all the othe r lads 
were abedl !:ark doings in dusky places were qui te a feature of the Lee, 
Hence the eerieness surrounding the St, Frank's tal es , Indeed almost 
any series of these tale s will reveal a considerable Illllllber of such .I 
events. As example take >!ouster Library No, 15 (The Boy Who Vanished) 
which was by no means o.n unusual exampl e in this respe ct. 

Nipper wakes as the clock strikes 12 and sees Goodvin l eave the I 
dormit ory. To quote Brooks - ''The moon sent out a dim, diffused 
light" . Nipper follows him am gets a sack thrown over his head by two • 
marauders . Later he escapes . Sce ne 2 : The followi ng evening . Goodwin 
returns fran tile railway station . "It was gro wing daI1c - tjle gloom 
was qui te deep . " Two figures l eap out at hie but are scared off by the 
arrival of Fat1;y Littl e . Scene 3: •a prematurely daI1c afternoon. " I 
Ni pper and Co. explo re the secret passage . They gi ve Fullw ood a score . 
Scene 4: Fullwood leaves t he ctmnitory llhen all are as l eep and creep, 
through the gl oom t o open a grating for the marauders tc enter St. 
Frank ' s , Scene 5: Handforth and Co miss t heir train from Bannington . 
We are t old that "the evening was exceedingly dark with great masses 
of cloud." Hendy mkes a detour in the gloom vi th his usual series of ,,.,_ .... ,,._.., .. , ___ ,, ____ .,.,,,,_ ...... ,. ____ .,. __ ..,,,,_ .......... ,- ... """'""'.._,_,,_.,.,__,....,N, ___ N_" 
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blunders , Scene 6: Goodwin baa to go to Baaington , "It was quite dark 
al.ready, clouds filled the slcy," Waylaid Md captured by the villains , 
Scene 7• Pitt and Gr ey cycle to St , Frank's , To quoto Brooks again: 
''upon a dark stretch of road where the trees met overhead ." They di­
cover traces of the attack on Goodwin. Scene 8: Nipper and Co investi­
gate. In a dark wood they soe a hut. 11- the gl oom was int ense. " 
Gcodwin is a prisoner illaide , Scene 9: Kidnappers apiri t Gcodwin 
away near th e sea , "Ths hour was between 2 anl 3 in the morning -
only the restless sea made any sound . " Actually, pages 48 to 65 covor 
evening, night and the ear ly hours of the morning , Hours of hal.f -
light and darkness , 

Q.u.te a large number of th e St , Frank's tales bad t hese "nigh t 
scenes" woven into them - and this was not entirely due to the 
detect ive element, Edwy Searles Brooks seemed t o be at his very best 
when writing of daricness over St . Frank's . 

* * * * * 
•4 LE'MI!~ f?AH!:'S' 

St, Frarit•s Coll ege • 
Bell ton, Bussex. 

Before I lef t St . f'ronk's on r:q last Tl slt, Ni pper prootsed he HWld 9'r"U.e and t ell me 
tho result or hl s lnvest tgat ton at Hoat Holl ow. Jou Cl6)" remecber th at • sM a co l um. or 
IIOOke comtng troo one or the chlmeys and thts caused quite a lo t or ,peculation ooong th e 
Jtmlors tor trl)'tllh:~ happening at H:)at Hollow ts alfRl1"S news. ror cldl. ttce thi s gaunt, old 
house has been occup ied tt haS caused a seosat l on row'ld the l' l llage 8ncl SOCl&hoJr or other 
St. h'l'.!nk' s has bcoo ln't'ol ved. Walt.er' Qiurch once pra::ilse<l me he would wrlte up the 
hl1t.or? or Hoat Holl ow and pnaent tt to thts oagaz tne . 1 sball rec tnd bt c next tlce 1 
see ht ci.. I lhall use a Uttl e atrateo because ffnndtortb , tn hts peculiar "'87, DB1' want 
t o do acr::icthtng atctlar tnd 311 the t hin edge or the wtdge tntrodu::e Troekett Grt a to the 
Nelson Lee coium t 

t ,raa very surprtaed when I ret:ld Nlppar's l etter tor they had found nothlns ~t all , no 
stgns or t orced entry, no re mains or enytht .ng tn 8117 or the ttre grates , ln t act . Hoat 
Rollow rcca. ln.s juat a.a tta lMt res ident I ert tt, eq:it,' 8lld dclK!rted. But bow dl d that 
eolurn or .srx>ke 1S1Ue fro1D tt.s chfDl'l&Y7 As Ntpper st ates tn ht• I et t.er , bad tt been a 
tnsr:i> eac.aptng troc the sovere cold be ffCllld nner take the trouble to cle31' up everyth ing 
after he ler t. Tb.ere IIOuld be no need to . Yet evel"J'llhtrt , l n every room, no evidence 
could be rounc:1 that would show IIOQSbodY bad llYed wre . Nipper cc:netueled th at tt was 
j uat one or tb oM things, one or t.boae ttit ngs ,ent t o t ry people l n hts iroreaa ton. Bu.t 
it 11 not llke Nipper to gh'e UP '° eas ily t or a:x>ke wu de tl nltel.Y seen rtstrw troc one 
ot the cht e11e7 stacks at Hoat Hollow. I •• It Q:,Selt; so did a. l ot aore jl.l:ltors. And 
ttwre there t a m::oke t:here ts rtre. I ai:i nr,r tn~tgued and wlll not lei tt res t there 
t or I th i nk Nipper ts keeptna s:,oetb lng back . 

During ~ la.st 1'1slt to St . Frank'• I ma t ban been tn pen.stve oood tor lt s t.ruck oe 
thot a gre at host of lunlor s 1 aaw tn th e school were never hardl1' mentioned tn tbe 
ohrontctes . As I heard their naoea menti oned It waa r<r th e tt rat ttm Wt wch juniors 
Mire at St. Framt' a to m and: on retlectton one can aee bow t;be,e boys were kept tn tbe 
.. ,.,_,.., ... _,_ ....... ,,..,_,_, ,.._.,,...,,.,,., .................... ,_.,..,,,.. .. ,,..,.,,..,.,.,,..,_., ..... .,,_,,,_,,_,..,..,, ............ - .. ..,-,.....,"'"'"""'""'NIIH 
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bac.kgromd. 1be7 1118:N, ln lhort , nonentltlt1. Like a chap CW) aee ldent al 17 bn&eed 

,ca lna t bbard or Stui:11 a In Ule .Ancl eftt BouM. HUbberd -pt hl1 apologtts utde a 
N.ld •that'• allr tght, Bumt t t l' Mow 1lbo t a Burnett? t csi quttt eull,1 ut Nipp.-, 

bl.It one wonder, '*IT cer t.atn peopl e art ohos• u npr Hen tatlTH In all .ita of l tr t . 

Ha•• tbtf IOQltht na that ot.her a have not? sea tr ait , ICICie qualU ,7, that wtll pu.111 

thee out Into the open? J. o.zn:lere.r will 11tn the pu.bltc o e u will a hero slid tht)' 

will bof.h go dom I.a rec ord.I as t eat ur t'- In IYeDl.a: Wt not , I asazce , wtl2\ equal 

honourt. 1 Clhought abOUt thl • u I l ooked at tba retNatl,. tl C\,a"9 ot Bumttt . Ke 1111a1 

a quiet, 1tudtou1 flllow and Uk e mnctredl QCIN at Bt. Prank•• nff t r had any rea.aon 

tor martnc tl'II ll Deltah t. Untor t.wlately ih ett people wi ll never appear t.n records al ... 

\bough tt dou nm a pit, th at one hal to be dtr f~t to be noticed . Clda Ut t OoN­

&earce ond Bllfflaf'd ForNat are apotll&bt ed nalnl.Y on aeccunt or ~ tr ~.,.. U"lckll'T ,t,t eh 

uposu W ei t or 1111\at thq are . Ntv ertheleu thq lhart c.he headlines or publtctt, . 

t would r ate Gore-P earce lust a llhadB in ncess or rorreat tor manneaa . t n hi s 

letter Hi pper t1l11 or Gere-Pearce • • late st atteq,t t o a ttain Ult role ot ch let cad of 

tbe Lowtr Sc:Dool. The othl r daJ , o. P. ntumtd troa th t 1'1lh c• •ttb '-ht ai.art1 t nc news 

th a t Hr. 81M.a, th e 'flll agt P"OCer, and o•utr , or tht tuck a\hop patront &ed b7 alnost. al l 

at. Frank' , t ell owa, had dled atte r be ln& run o'fer b)' a car . The sad news was recei ved 

a.1 a bl Olf tar old Blob IIIGS Yer, well mQIM'l am popular wttb U. Jwil ors . Ve17 shortlY 

aru.rwansa Core-P earce , wa, htard reportt na tht«ath or nr. Shar,:,1, the •Ill.ag e t.rc&­

a::mcar, eR1 snch waa t he 1rtee t t hat Mello n I.At htmtlt wu stagered by" the ~ athet le 

at titud e tr. school gmerally accepted t he news. Re wa, al so st aggered by the t act tha t 

on17 hal f aa hour ear li e r he had been 1pe.ik1na t o old Sharpe . Ht had been t o cakt a pui­

c:baat a.t the Lronconger a and the m opt.eeper had nner l ooked htolth la-. l t NM a toot 

that ~. Btnt.af i!tlCIP bad bffn closed doM t or U. pa,t t ew daT• end" I t waa generall.7 

auu:*1 th• old chap hnd bt en Ill; bUt old Sharpe ' s death waa Indeed a grtot surprl N: 

and • lhocl<. 
Ntl.:i o Lee , decided t o cakt a f ew enqutrt u , and with Nipper went t o t he Village . 

But tbt 'C1fo genUtalll ft bad betn reported dt ed E N 'ftr7 .wch altn. li.ctall7, Lhl 

na>Ur or ol d Btnk, • dea tb bed beein la tht wtllagt t or .aaebod)' bad not totd bta ll'IOP 

ol osed dOllll aid Pl,1' two and t wo tos uuwr and oadt lt ttvt 'fl'i th U. result that a malt ct ous 

roport. had gone round tha t the old boy hod dt ed. 1'bll Core-Pearce , eaaer to spnad bed 

neu not only till ed oft thl old troeer bUt bed t.hroWI In old Sharp e as well . or oourse , 

at soon u the dlt.totlvt STlnd back at dl t .cbool , ht tl1nOUDC8d tha t the t wo 11nUtoen 

were n ry met,. au vo. n,,, onl.7 on, who wu not ~led by thl 1 n"'s wa, Core--Pearce. Re 

•u ent lrt l.f 1ndltt eren t to tbe ract that old Bl nb "8.1 al ive or dead Md QI he had t n­

'flllted U. <Seclst or tbe tronaonger ht t elt be bad been cheat ed. But, a, Nlpper pot nted 

out, 111Mf'I wa, U\t 1ansa ot apreadtns nmour, llk.e tha t, rucour, th4t had no gaJn er ~ 

rn t n t he t or onybod)' , onl.7 m'!H1 . 

Htppt r hod decided l ore ago tho.t Core-P earce had a ktnt . J. d51.gerou1 ktnk. A 

fellow ,,ix, geta 14.tt atactl on out or cJse 17 and cts rortunt su f tered tly hll net&hb<)ura 

a1.i hen a k.lnk ot a .,.., t tr'Sll t klnd . 

FO<mmE rrol JACK woa> 
ftll1 aon Ui we ban wtlcoaed back to tbt LH Col1a1 tM> 1talwart1 lilbo ban bttn 

absent t or t ar too long . t ref er to Normn Pngn ell and Cllrt l.ette7. Wt look t o"' ard 

t o en tntereat lnc 1er l ea ot ar ticle, r rom th e former, and to turt htr wo.rt rroc the able 

pen of t he latt er . I t &OH without ,a 7t ng that Jl1:1 COOk•a: latta t Letter t ro11 St . 

F'r'W.•• will bt NCtlvtd wUb ent tu1t a,11 by all the ! aria. 

IXtl t T HJ:881 Coll eot or • • Dl&Ht N'Ud>er TWO Hundred , 

creat Sumer Double Nucoer. J. H1ltat«I • tn our H llt or,. 
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Mttt!ng heJd ,'prl} :,qth, 1963 

once aca tn tt ft'as the •trttd and tru sted rw who attended t.hl 1 IOJoYable cenln& . 

Tbe t l ne n Who wert pre aent tontght wt can al-,s depend on aeetng , wi.leu t Uness or 

Cl)re l !:l)Ortant bU.llness prevenu then t.umt nc up. It was 9.1&&t1t..ed tha t w Dlde thl1 

progracrie core tntOl't'llll and cut <ION\ at le an one lt 1e1. ftl.1 Agenda t or U\e nen tna had 

to bt ICl)l'Ovlled due to tha norrai,pearS1ce o r two or the •arttatl : Tht Oiia tn:en filled 

one &aP wtth a 8aJ lltool tina QJI$ or 10 questions 001U7 naoe:s or chaneters. ni.e 

Secrttar)' ,on by 1 •ehcrt bead'. Pri ze tor this was a tbdt.m Boy. Toa Port «- oblt&ed 

with the other It.ea on the progre.cme. Approprtat.eiy hl a a.abject t or cuscus aton ...-a.s 

•aect>~lpll or the Club. Was there .n,tMng 'fll'OlW with ou.r pro s raa:ie.11 Various 

opini ons •rt s t •en, n' tf')'Ofle h.:S dlt terent Idea.a, buc. all ,a:.retd th at thU'9 coul d be 

core varJatl on and "' t, l ght be QON Inclined toWardl Kamllton la than wa, reall.Y' naeua ary. 

nt ere were other author, and oth er rt t lds of dtscuuton . The room could not be bet t ered . 

lde u of l nc.reas trc our ctllberm lp were put forward. 1be Secre tary put ln a word about 

8Ubsct' l ptl on, . 1he newsl etter aent out each aonth cost aevenpence- haltp eM.Y each. 1'1e 

poatal fee s of 7/ 6 ju.st oovered a year •, SJPP.l.Y, We have one pa,yln,g postal aacb er Who 

oavers ht s new.sl et ttr (and generallY atnds a blt our ). Another 1oc.al cetber pa7s hls 

full oect>erah lp f H of 211- evtl")' year Sld 11t we baw not aeen ht c 1et , fetatlY cocott­

oentd prevenu hi e CC£l1nc a l ong . A contrast to other, , "10 pa)' not at au. AtlYWaY, 

no am, , no newsl 1tter. 
RAJ' Btmet; ,.., scheduled for U11 mi n dlscunl on and tt lhcJffs hU teem esa: and 

loyalty that he came d troc t frca a hoc>ltal v tstt t o g ln us a nry t nt erest tnc talk on 

Se.non Bl ake ( ror a chan&•U He c<q>ared the ltldem Blak• wt U'I one rr om the i:titddle 

period and one rroa fatrlJ ear l.Y da)'a or th e 8..B.L. Actually we e ht had Nld dU:rtna 

tho O\rlstnaa receu . I HY three, tt was vry nearlY onl.Y the two, he had NOOOO 

tl\ouehts about put tl'8 th e •CJOdem- one on t he rt re . "illch abowa Jtlat he t hought. ot 

t.he onl.1 N!JQllntng Old Bot•• Book on tbt rartn. Be ccq,ared thU ttcxfem &let • , a 

ohr t atcu yam , wtth one by Gwyn E'ven1. We enJoyed this talk anct hope there will be 

oth ers lik e It t.o rouow. 
ttadge Cert>et t M>n Ole Guu1 th e Ntd>er . 10, Hode.m Boy , thi s 01 her prtze . 

The Collector s ' ttc ror the nt ch t was a 4} year old Ceo NO. 690. The date (as that 

ot the ceettna: ) April ,30th, bUt 1921 not 196.). 1'he Ratt l e wo.s won b7 Jack Belltteld "1.o 

generou.sl.1 return ed hls l:l"IH or a Bunter Book ( Sld a r ew Hodem Boys) tor re-rattle . 

Won U'lt s tl oe by Nad.ge Corbe tt . It wu decided that• UTan ge t o ottt our N(llr'UlCffl 

Club fri ends later on t n the year and th e Secretary wlll dlscuas th e do.ti wi th hla t e ll~ 

SecNt,ary • 1'he Ches t er t lt ld re-un l on l a alwa• wel oooe to Hl dl&nd ce.:tie r s . 

NeetJns heJd 31t h NlY, 1963 

our ~ l"CSI , Cieott r'VY Wi lde, wu back w1,h u, rcr our HIY ceett na , alU'IOU&h, aa he 

reoarked _,,,,th• .'"athtr ,wa.1 .. anTthln& .. but , 11a1"'-llte . ... TbeN wu a good at te ndance , but •port. 



Page 26 _ .......... ., ..... ,,, ...... __ ..,..,_ , ...... H ....... ._, ....... _, __ _..._,..,, .... _,,, .. __ ,,..,.,..,, ,.. , .... ,_,,._fH __ _ ..... ,, .. .,.,,. .. 
eaJMd tile absence or two regulara, Jook Wood be tng at Wed:>ley r or tb e Rugby Le8&lle Cup 
Flnal , and Keith Bal.J!ltorth playtrc cricket. 

Aft.er tbe usual tonr.al bualnes.s Cen-y llll son gave us til e na.s and corTespondence 
ot the contl'l• and we were pleued to hear trm Stanley &:!1th, 81'1 tsteeoed 1:18mer N'.lo II 
88].dom abl e ~ attend maet l rcs. Cel'T)' also discussed th e talk ll\lodehouse and tbe 
Ic:nrtalst g!Yen on Ulo B.B.C. HODe service a fe,, dQa before. 

The prq>oscd i:,eet1ngs wtlh ow- coll eagues or the other clubs was next on tbe ageoca. 
The date tor the Hane.heater oee ttng w1tb Hetse.ysld e ls n°" SUnday, July 7th M d thla has 
been detlntt el,y booked. We hope to rtx a date t or a oeet.tng with ttldlard l ater , probab}J' 
tn Septder, Md we are hoping soce of tbaci c:ay be able to coce t o handluter. 

Our event ng•s entert.atroent bega'l with a re adt~ rra:i a P.G. Wodehouse scMol story, 
•Lon L.'.lcbs' aertaltscd In The Capta .tn. This was a cricke t eptsoo.e , very -..ell rendered 
by Ron Hodgaon. Oerry gave a brter talk on the old cClllc papers , quottng rrcxi. an articl e 
he had ccrtt rt W.tect i.o •The Story Paper Coll ect.or.• 

Rerreitrlents rollowed ood then Oeorrrey Wtlde gaYe us a t alk about ht s recent holtdaJ 
tn VenJce ldlere be was ln charge ot a party or hta P'C)lls. We round tllla ooat tnterestt ng 
as Geott constant}y" re terrod t.o cop ie s ot tb e Nagnet end Oem Nlteh described the dotngs 
or Greytr l srs 8fld St. Jto •s ltlen th ey vt s lt.ed thla tM:10us cit,'. fl'tla took us a long to 
9.20 Ol' so, men Cle ceotlng c.ooe to S'l end. 

Next ceett ng, SaturdaY, 8tb Jtme. 
,. HAJ«:X>CK, Hon. sec. 

Heetlng held J2th ttlY• 

The attenaaic e at thts c.ectlng "8S quit e good , the only absent ees be t ne Prank Unwtn 
OJe to tlln ess, and Bill Creln900d. We were, howenr, pl eased f.() ho.Ye the COl:l)an)' or 
Jabn Farrell once again atter hts l engtw and unavoidabl e absence . .Arter the tlnanct&l 
statment and cl.Ub re por t by the secretacy , the cha l rcan ~tted a ru:iber or tte i:s.s tor 
dtscusston and eonalderat lon; these lnelud ed the arrangeoents t or the Hanchester ceettng 
tn Jwi.e, ot flhlch a. nur:ber ot our mecbers ,rill be pre sent to take part In ,C,,at proo l aes 
f.() be a ver, unJofabl e occu t on, porttcularl.f as sooe ot the Northern and Herseyatde 
hob!,y rrt ends will be ooetl ng each other r or the tlr at ttma. Final detalla should be 
avail able at otr ne:zt tte0tl ng. 

Following tbe li brary and other business eaoe tetn:stiooota, sld Qlen the cett,ers 
todc pe,rt In II l ong and in teres t i ng qu iz devised and conctucted by Noman; thts toot th e . 
rora ot a cJxcd questlonnalrt on hobby, li terary and gooeral aibJect s 111tltch was moat 
lntr tgutng, "lthout being too dlttlcult . George Rtley c aoe out on top , a 'IIJOrthf ,rlM cr 
or tbe book pr lH, roll owed by Frank Case, and 8111 Wtndsor. ~e t.o tl\e lqth or thi s 
enjeyable conte s t , one or t..o tt.eos on thi' agenda bed to be deten-ed to next. cx,nth , M'ld 
t he aaetlng sided In dlscus s lon or an lnt omal nature between ourseives . 

We ltiall be wt thout the COCJ>MY or our CMJ.mon, Non:ian, at the next ceet l,.:t on 9th 
June aa he "Ill be on holiday , but a tull prqµ-ar.ne has been 81Tanged, and "e are boOlDG 
to have a good attendMce to caJT)' on the good "ork . · 

FRANC CASE 

There were 21 oeirbers In attendance at the Crlc.klewood oeet l ng on Sunday, Har 19th., 
th e pr e.sence or Bob Whi te r, hoDC t or a visit t roc Lo! J..ngeles, CBde It seec ll ko ol d 
ttoes a.a there was also oost or the old taclllar race s pr esent . Hosts NarJort e Md 8111 
Hon-ta aaw to St that one and all had a very good tlCE. LeM'fflee ttorl ey gave bis 
aelect lon or the ocq>anlona: he "ould lik e to ba n on a desert Island, the se bet~, Toe 
Redltrtng, Bernard CJ.yn, TalbOt, Hr. Prout, Rupert de Courcy , Vemo n-6 Dlth 1 Bes.ton Blak e 

and , Waldo. ,.,_, ____ ....... .. ,- ... -, ...... . ...... . -- .-·-····--'"""""""'"'"''"-"'-''"""'""""""'"'"---··• 
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Host Bill Norri s eondUeted h i• easy quti; Jotnt winners were Bob Whiter end Er l o 

L.affl•, .. nce: j oint thirds were Don Webster , BJll l.OfU and Roger Jenk ins . J.. hucorous 
reading b)' Brian Doyle fro D a atocy entitl ed • 11oddened by ttfa:te?Y' waa groat Jy enjoyed . 

Bill Lorts quiz wo., won by Dob Webster , the accond pl.ace wa1 Ulled by LC1'1 Paelmnn and 

In the third UJ Bob Whit er . 
fltcn the Coq>a01' had S1XNt C10N •rn.o f'UD' tllhldl •s proJtcted by Kar-Jor ie Horru . 

· Tl» lattEr al so toe* a tllo or thl aaeher lng out In th e 1arden. 
E.xcell ent bu1t ness ,es done by me two lt brartam , Roeer Jenkins and Bob B]J'th e . 

It "u agreed to mke a st.art on the Su:t.on Bl ake cat3logu e . 
The next meeting wtll bG held on Sw-.dq , June 16th , al. Excols l or House, Grove Road. 

• urblton , Sun-ey, •phone E2.l1brl<1ge 3357 , boat &rte royn e . Klncll.Y oovl se It In t end i ng 

t.o be pre sent. Ginn a ttn e d81, this oeei.tna should be ono or th e hl ghlla,ht.a or th e 
year . 

With grateful th.arlb: to th e host.a or the cr Jctlewood oee U ng , Bill end KarJorl e 
Norru , the cocc>an,y wended the i r dlnrs ..ays hom , happy tn the knoJtled& t or anothe r 

dell ghtrul tt oe . T.NClE BmJAl'1tH. 

We had a par Ucularly at lmlatlng 11eettnc on Kay 16th. Cha.Iraan Syd Berth 
reportea that No. 7 or the Colden Hours Hagulne ts now tn course or prodUctton . wt th 

tho usual excell ent Yarl e ty or articles . S)'d read t o th e aee ttnc: a pl eutna letter 
r l"'CG Frmk cu e, pra i s i ng Col den Hours No. 6 1 "11Ch had been ravourably no e lved by the 

t'lene y s lde Club when he shared hla copy round at t he ir la s t matt i ng . 
Hecbeni a.re realncled that atock.s or 011 CW'Tffit t11u e (and ,o m bacJt nwct>era 

are an ll ablt) 1:1111' bl purchased r t"CII Syd 81:l:rth, l f Br&ndon St , Cl onl l7, N.S.W • • 
Auatrel l a , at Id- per copy . No coll ecto r ab:)Uld be wt thoUt one. 

ni e CWSt.oc:'16r1 read i ng or cornspc,ndwiCt! wu pleasurvablt . J t m Cock , noted tor 
hla ramou, Lett ers rro a st. Pronk' a , t el ls u. that he l a tak i ng his t aDtlY to ih t sun­
shi ne or New Zeale.nd later In th e year . we shclulcS l i ke to teq,t hl r.:i to lk lp ah lp In 
81(1nt y, to becoce one or our pon:1ancnt club meirt>ers . Dell ghttu l l etters were read t roll 

HUT)' 11atthe" a or Adela ide , Ron Hodgaon , 8111 Hubbard, and .Artblr Holland . 
We conc l uded th e i:re tt n.g aa uaual In U'I• loeal co tt ce lhop , and , aa Artl'lr 

Holland M'Ote NCent lY , • the allualon to Utt oort ee .shop to.kea one ' a th:lllghta to the 

da.1• or Ai:kUaon, Steel e , and Swtrt or Ule 17Ul ccnt.w7.• Tbt re ts corta tnl.1 a 
' lH erary n .avour t o t he capusc.htno , and 1t'• 4 Ir-and w.ecy" to unnt nat e these aon thlY 
hours with the hobby. 

Next ceet tna , Thursday , Ju.no 13th. 

~= 

B. Pl.TE (Beere=) 

Su:ton Bl ake Lt br,uy (l a t es t aert u } 351 to l,c5; 410 ; 411' 4,25; 4'0 S 

43}1 tut.; 435, To purchase or to bon"'ofll. 

OONIT NISS: Colltctors t Ol gH t N\d>e:r Two Hundred. 

Creot SUamer Doubl e NWli>er, J. Nll est.one t n our Htatol'7 . 
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SN!!I - Md f'R6tl 

a was a lore tlr:ie a lnce I had aeen the entire progl"8IIQI Sn en, ctneca - several 
yaera, at l eas t. On th.la SlnlV day tn earJy Nay t had no lntent l on or apendlng OTer 
Uree hours ln a olnS18. The oaln ettractl on ISU, I knew, a f eature enti tled •salll:t' 
going Bolltbtl but It dld not lnt.eNst. me. 

Bea Ide 1, th e rllr.l crt tic or 111:i' local p~ er had not been enthualasttc. He wrote: 
• f'bQN: ta not reaJ.17 enough to tbll rn.111 to keep a,:a adUlt $dlenee eapt lnted. Joung 
rergua ttoelellMd, althoU gh a handaom smll bo1, l acb .ome or the natural cbarm tbat 
character11es eo man)' chtld acton In British tu.ca:, bUt gh u a genoral)y lik eable 
ptrt on:iance.• I had forgott en, t or the tu>ent, that crlttoa ll ve ln a little .:>rld or 
their CWl. 

In IIIY ea.se , Sar:'q' did not Int erest ce then. But al ao on the bill were t llO I tem I 
tboUght t ~ld U t e to aee , One wa.a the Ro1al Weddln& ln co lour and the other Ml 
•Crat.Y Dq8' a coll ectlon or shota troa Tery old an ent cocecu es. Bo I pa id er ')16 and 
entered Ute theatre, 

The RO)'al Wedding cm:>e on rtrst, It l u t ed for 18 deltghtrul clrait es . 'ftlml cace 
•cra:z.y Day,it wit.It CBn1' nostalg i c sequences t eaiurtng ratty AJwckle sld Buste r Keato n 
der.lonstrattna a l ost art , th e YDOle pl easant rtlz:I betng ruined by a ca,ttnu oua and ::iore­
than-\1.mallY f atuous coa:>entary by tr. Htgh oreen. When Crazy Days ended I had been t n 
tlle etnet'III tor just onr 45 mlwtes , lfld I wu re ad1 t o l ene . sun, I thought t woUld 
j ust stt on and see the ttrst fln olnut ca or SacQY. 

The ulbers ™"' started t o aell tee crem , dr1nka and goodness knows Yb.at.. Each 
um er wu besi eged by an enorooua oob , the N\ole seet hing cro'flld being p i cked out by a 
coupl e or spot.lt ghts. They weN also se lling hot. aauaagea and I wondered ldl.Y bow 
CllCh greaa.e was t ranarerred to T.he ct neoa seats troc pat.ronst cont act "11:b the &&Usages. 

How o!IDB 12 t1tootea or s:trerttaecents , In glori ous colour. 1 cant t recal l tirult was 
ea,,ertlaed , but I 1:11sed aJ to llltlethe r eoce J)l"O(tUets wctlld not sell better by Ndllclng 
t he ad"fert.l stne and also redUcl~ the pr i ce. 

Nore edYerttsecent s now - next ..eek 1s great attr acti ons. X-certtrl cates , and th8 
ldU).t Madlence tfllch t em.ot be saptlnted by~ ta pro:ciaed, nelt week• •the ooat 
daring bedroca scenes end th e oost at artltog dial ogue eTer t o reach th e .screen.• 

NOff •sai:Q' c0tng South' e.ace on, and t prepared to le ave. tt was one or those n ry 
wide and Ter)" narrow pictures lltlleh g ive you the h:1>rcu t on or wateh t ne mriethtng thro\W' 
a l etter box. 

I aaw ttve otootes of tt. I decided to stay tor j ust anotber fi ve. Near)y two 
mur, late r J wa.s st ill there , and t t caoe a.a qu1'8 a .sboclt t o aee •Tt!.e End' on the screen. 

t round tt m1 entrmc tne ftl..ci troc start to tt nl&h. I thought Fetgua HcClellarw:I 
( "'10 plus sacmvf the twelve-year old boy whose pareaau eaoe tro c Norr.him 1 re l and, tbe 
cx:ist natural child actor I han enr aeen. It la Hd t o think that he cust grow up. 
I 1lll.1 proud to rht nk that •saa:v Cotrc South' was a Bl"1ttsh f11D. 

Beat or all tt carTted r;iie back - a long way. It tell s ot a mall boy woo rtooa hto­
aelt &lone Jn Port Said, and who aets otr ;o ttnd th e onJ.7 rel ati ve he knows - bt s atrit 
Jan e ,tao live s tn Durban , 9:lCl8 6ooo Clilea south. 88.C'q' eets there at lu t attor a.om 
amazing adYenturea on the we:,. t t rei.rtnded oe of l ong agoq when t waa a verY Slall boy 
U st entng to £17 sister read i ng alOUd a story ealled 1A Peep Behind Ult Sceneal'. In tha t 
atOl"J' • ltttl e girl called Roaalte Mt ott alone In quo t of a re la t he. 

Hore still , t r. rectnded me or th e lut 17 ator l e. In the Cedar Creek eertes , ,tien 
rr-ait. Rte.hard, , u a rather older boy• then SEIIIQ', wna accused or th er t and le f t h11 
uncle's hoae, faci ng ai:e.drc adTenwre., t or the 17 week.a "'11eh brought the Cedar Creek 
,erlH t o a cl oae. 

I bl!d a glortou, tl ot 1f1 tb 8a..llEO' - end with the oeror t ea or COdar cre ek "'lch would 
not be uo lUded. 

ill th e week that Sa:q, "68 going South one Mii tbat tl) lt urmaual s l&ht nerJ 
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even.ire - thl c l neea qUtue . It • .aa r a ther r·hra.san, to th1rit Ulot plent.1 ot t ollt still 

Uk • • 01, an arx1 oh.1rmrc .sc.«y. 

•~ lng2:~ 
the Editor's Letter- Ba i 

i'Yttr1/W=~>~u:=1i~t, ti;~.<=:!:.:;~ ~:'~,=--:1::.,n: ~~.blrcb 
Strang e l'WXIS and event.a s-e oreeptng Into lllbat weN ht the~ o oomera MCl"Olal\Ot ln Cbe 

hobby. I c«UlO t NCcnollt the t ntroduo tlon or ns:.1 Jl ke Blade or ttr. ,8uddlt t o th4I 

tender nostalgia 911\tc:h at. Frri• a , Crey trtara end St. Jtota atwa u, . flMM • toreti,MNI' 

seeo t o pleaae a rew or your reade r s but I 111:1>11' omnot tak e O\o.rles Cblrchlll' • dloti.m 

g:',:l~~~:!'~~\!~k:.:~ 1::, t~ ~= ~~;, r;:: ~n~": ~ 
switch ott. H:, ~e r t o th• Md to Hr. Olun::htll t a that we PI..I' not to •U.dl ott ml1 

not to Nad bu.t to vtew end to pt nzse . 
Th• ~tr book aim aHCS to 111Jo1 ,pact 1n c ,D, 11tb1ch It baa no rl&bt to . 

Another tll.lng 'lltltch MMYI m la the cro wlrc eoour1' or concltU0 17 n ld t nct ot U. old 

at..or'Jea. Roser Jenkins he.a addenl.Y toouaed tn bll mtcro1eope ttrur points or dlaoomtort 

end blown Chm up a, pet aTtraton.t. t • really th.vlkt\ll he la not a NtlllOl'I lM ten. 

J YIOUld croH ..orda With hie llll:lldlattl.7 It he t,esan to UH a rake w1th u.t St . ,r,lftk•• 

htatory. 

COUr Nac2er onrlook1 on, i:ilnor detatl . Wlth Jta crxtern ton:iat CoU eeiora 1 Dlaen 

preaentl readers with doublethtNad l ng C111tter tn one tsa.11 thon wu fol.RI In one taue 

a f ew Jeara bacll:. In eonHquenoe . though "8 Mr have ext ended our aoope a tr ifl e , tbe 

reader tllbo ltkes IO Nad ot cn17 Ue old papen: &StU tt nd.l Ju at o.1 Cl.I.Ch on the subject 

as he ner dld end still geta run Talue tor aone.y. - m.) 

~!R9"'~~~ ==~l~~~al ~1:!•,:d~ =:n!~ i;eor~~lT ~i!r.~1
~~ 

~lled bulh country wwld qui te po.sstblT reduce IOClt ot ht a pounda£e It he ,.. Mtnt t o 

clear ec::c» ot the torub . And, ot cour• , th ere ere very deadl.1 tlger anekea , kan&arooa , 

"8llab1H and othe r strange cnat uro :a. 

fF.Bli,fJll ~~;~~ I:;!':~: '41 i:'~...!~~!!•::r:.:!~:!. ~~ ~ ~ ~:ien 
Ttrg tn tlel d th ere , ,mo publtlhea , pr in ts , writes, drdtt , '"°• 



long be rore George Hand.en 
PlUIIDE!r pu t t n an appeaiw,ee . 

~:n~\:~~~:l~~~at ~n 
been a lheer cJeltght . Tiu, 
Narc h coTer caused a tu& at t he 
heart strings . The CO"t'er by 
Henry Webb ror April "u mother 
auperb ett ort - Wlll lac t o a r. 
ind now the cover t cr Ha,y 
ringi ng tbe ~e again. What 
a r:enellous reproduet Ion or 
that 1918 Butterrl.Y, and how 
clear all the deta tl s Mn 
cocie out. I Tel"Y cUd'l enjoyed 
•r1:-. CroYCor'CI Puses by. • Please, 
llhatner the ertttcs ma, SIIJ, 
don't ce(lle to gin u a oore 
1t cr1es or Bl ade. n,.ey are 
al"81'a ao we11 ..... 1ttw1 ard 
enJ07able, · 

~~=~~~~cl~ 
on •Th e Ftghttrtt Fon:tl"Hllster' • 
It recalled llW' conruaton , as a 
bO)', ,two I reed the Rookwood 
stories ln the 19J1 Mld 19'2 
Holiday Annual.a , botb or tllhlch 
featured ttr. Dalton, and then 
the one tn t he 1933 ff.A. t n 
Yfttch tr. Bootl es ns the Four-th 
Pore coater. I 8111311 liked 
reading th e articles on t he 
Hard Con r Clau t cs. 1 hope 
that •t oo Brown•• Sc.hoolda,J.,. 
will not be ocl t ted. 

~ ~i~to(~:-e~~~!:.s.1 ~~ ::s~~i:. ~I~ ~~l!~o=o:~r~~: :~a!e~ey 
were~ al l ONed to use e,ny Cire,trton oharacters 1n th e stories. I don't know ,t,y". 
n,e boys t ~ W gtrla 1 cmsaztnea were not comected ln srr "87, md were socetlcea 
ln dt tt erent bull.cUnga. 

~ na<:::i,:ar :: 1~ :ep::~:.~~~.:'~.!0 a!~ha~~:· oflon 
pri nting oTer ,30 years ego. Wtth th e ~s1,. or the :vean t gran t they ban atta ined a 
certai n acadeolo st81dtng entltltng the m to be called today , • story-pepers .• ~=~ol~ ":~~·;;;:~~ ~! :fse~~~:n:/= =•~e ~~rowe!':£ was 
tben uaecl tor a pa.per ,t,lch was, t n t act, 11 eoatc. I t t a caly l n tb e put rew 79BN 

~.citr.~ ls!~!ll~~,;i~;~i;;_:::.:u'.l,~wi~~J~,.fu;~'1.\t::~~".'.:~ 

f 
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publtcatlons. "' ED.} -~= ~~f'.t(~~:nr canD= :::1~e~e~~:nrA~;:r:t~:cn~\,~~ meRo~rtA> 
Jerit:lns alXJUt •Happy Famll.Y n81i18&4' - unttl l re.membered that flt' t avourlt.e ne,uJ.ae;ent "8.3 

Hr. Read l 
(ny, S~school t eacher's name ea ttr. DJable. - ED.) 

THE DI) Of J.N ERA 

· we have reached Ule end or the u ne. TtlE! l as t or all the old boys• pape rs ta 
gotng. th e Senon Blake Ltbrar,-, ,tilch comm!'nced Jta Ute wa, bock Sn 8DOtber world , 
the year 1915, wlll appear t or the laat ttme tn m.1d-vune 1963. ffl e U rst at.or.( was 
enti tl ed •nt e Tello,, Ti ger.• Approprta t e).y enough, the laa t s t oey wi ll be entitl ed 
•The LO.st. Ti ger .• 

To lllll'k. th e occas i on, th e editor or the Sexton Blake Library has coll ected 
comnenta !l'Om authors , arttsu , and other"S associated •Uh the granc1 old pertodtcala 
doYln the r ears , and these will be a t eature or the laat two issues . Our rea:ters will 
be anxious to obta in copi es o r these memorable 1.nues, and we adv i se t.hen io order 
t.hem a t once. Thq wlll beeCCIB real coll ectors' lt ms , espec lall.Y as the numbers to 
be pt'lnted or these last Issue• haTe, tor sooe WltnOMl reason, been s l aatied . We doubt 
Yer., mch lit.tel.her th e d-.and t or tl\e se l uues can po&sl bl,f be met, so order t.hem. and 
hOpe tor th e best. 

And so dies the l as t or th e 8rand old perl odt ea11. All wlll r eel ll)'llpathy" wltb 
Nr . w. Howard Bak.er, the s.s.L . Editor , at thi s ttoe , tor he has worked ao hard to 
Jceep Sexton Blake in the shops. 

In our opin ion, thi s endtng we.s lnnl tab le, t he system or distribu t ion be i ng 
fthat lt ts to-dq. .A.t present dq prices , neQ.88ents just canno t s todt pe rl ocUClll3 
In the Mpe that the, 11117 se ll, Yet ca3Ual readers cannot poaslb lf be obtai ned unless 
periodicals are on display. Without those C4sual reace r s , mBn¥ or tlhoc would beeoae 
regular readers, t here l s no repl.aeecient t or th e natural waatage or ol d regular 
reeaers es ti me passea , and so ctrwlattona l:'.llst t all. 

We belt en that a new week].y paper, republt~ln g the bea t of all Ute old Union 
Jack :,,ems, a.no pri ced .a1 at 9d would ha'Te fCMld a read:Y sal e . But once aga in there 
can be no reacl)' aale or BllY'thlns unle as tll e newsagent s have th em on dlspt-OY. 

It ls sad - Jndeed Incredibl e - when one recalls th e 1181:11nOth eq, tr e ot old 
boys• pa.para 'llfltcb t.be .faL.lgama,ted Preas U30d to cootro l. And now the last or th e 
tew l e ft In pos c-.ar year.s ls going, 

flle final sto ri es ln the Sext on Bl ake Library, l asu.ed ln c.td-June, will be 
• THE scum OF tl.lFUO• by Hart in fl\oau; and •THE WT TICER• by w. A. Balllnger . 

* *** • **** * 
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THE MAY NOVEIB in the SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY 

Reviewed by Margaret Cooke 

KJRC§R BY PROXY .. No. 52} by Richard Wllll8'JS 

J. at1IT 111& tale ot wrder by reo:iu contro l, an 
undergroW'ld organisatio n to help retugees , ... and the 
obscure workings or a "oman• s c lnd. WU the IIJJJ'der ln 
n jeweller's st.ralg rooc oom ttt ed to hid e the identity 
ot t he tlltet - or just SllJUr:,: to cover a hoax? Nei ther 
Sexton Blake nor the Polt c.e knew; the Jeweller thought 
that he dtd, but the rtna.l. revelatl on ls a tlU'JJrtse 
tor the reade r, Tbe novel ls well - planned and the 
story has pace , Cl)'ster)' and plenty or action. nie 
di alogue Js excellent , as t s the charac t erizat ion, 
book to sutt al l lovers or the S.B.L. old or ne1f, 

f'RE GIP.L WHO SAW TOO l1J9! - No, 524 by De.m:md Ret d 

When the l onely t cagl natlve Doll Socer s wi tnessed 
a Clll'der on her way home t'ra:l a clneoo, her dey,,,drcan, 
heeai::ie a. pro l onged 
n lgbtoore. Ser etr orts 

\ o avoid death at the hands of a liW"'denr detenntned 
10 destroy the onl.)' wi tness to ht s crt oe before !he 
could ceet Sexton Blake , took the gir l rroo ane tn­
credtble adventure to another . 

This ls a well-written, exelttng book with a 
ierrtrlo elt cax - Bl ake at ht.s most aett n best. 

The characte r s are well~ and the st ory has 
pace and tens ion, Host or the Interest ts etntred on 
T.be oatn chare.ct er - Doll SOC'lers - M unusual herotne 
ror an s.s .L . but one ror Whom th e reader uust r eel 
l)'tl)athy P.nd art eetton . 

Both bOOks have excell ent covers end an lnterestll'lQ 
selecti on or l etters appetir tn the aa! l beg page at th e 
back or Murder by Proxy. 

* ** * **** * *** * 

DON'T MISS: Collectors • Digest Number Two Hundred. 

Great Summer Double Number. A milestone in our History. 

"' Duplleated by York Duplleattng Services, 12a The Sharbl es , Torte.. 


