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BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTRIX
LIFETIME COLLECTION

FOR SALE

OF THE LATE BILL MARTIN'S
OF OLD BOYS' BOOKS

OFFERS REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOVING LOTS:-

10T 57 - 3 bound books 'Diamond
Library, comprising Nos. 1, 6,
15 - 18, 19 - 24, Good Conditione

%m-jbmmdvols. 'School

and Adventure Stories' each with
3 copies of 3d. Boy's Friend,
good condition.

= 2 large paper back
copies 3d. Boy's Own Library
Noss 1 and 4. Good condition.

LOT 64 - 1 bound Vol, 'Tales of
Wycliffe' with 3 copies of 3d.
Boy's Friends Good condition.

= 1 bound vol. I, "Jack
Som and Pete Adventures", with
4 copies 3d, Boys Friend.
Good condition.

I0T 65 - 1 paperback vol. of
"Pete Detective' with 3 copies
of 3ds Boy's Friend. Good

"t condition.

10T 60 - 4 bound vols. 6 =9
inclusive, otherwisec as Lot 59

10T 61 - 1 Bound vol. 'Jack, Sam
and Pete at School' with 4
copies each 3d. Boy's Friemd.

10T 66 ~ 1 bound Vol. of 'Nelson

Lee 2de Library', with Nos. 82
to 89 inclusive. Excellent
condition.

Good condition.

IOT 62 - 1 bound vol. 'Dan The
Boxer, Caravan Detective's Good
conditions

LOT 67 - 100.different copies of
old issues of 'Collectors'
Digest's Good condition,

PLEASE QUOTE IOT NUMBERS. POSTAL OFFERS ONLY AT THIS STAGE.
NO CALLERS.

Executrix - Mrs. I. Carpenter,
230, Watford
Harrow,

Road,
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FORGOTTEN MEMORY:
To stir forgotten memory
And whisper "Thus it used to be".

4 reander sent me that quotation a month or two backe What
actunlly did the poet mean by a forgotten memory? For, if it is for-
gotten, how can it be a memory at all? Is it that our memory plays
us tricks? Of course it does at times.

I read in my newspaper that our climate is no different at all
now from what it used to be. When it is good, it is very good indeed
- but when it is bad it is utterly wretched - and, said the ncwspaper,
it is, and always has been, usually wretched.

And T could have sworn that, years ago, we used to get far better
summers than we have hnd in recent years. Every summer there seemed
to be o mumber of hent-waves, I can even remember the delightful
exponent of poetry in the old Greyfriars Herald writing:
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The heat waves come, the heat waves go

This is the worst wo've had, you lmow.

I'm melting to a grense-spet, onl
Julys

We never melt to grease-spots nowadays., Is it just that we wear
more sensible clothes than we used to do? Do we get the same heat
waves now, and fail to notice them.

When I was a child I had a sled which I kept for year after year,
hoping for snow which never came. Only our fictional herces seemed to
get the snow in those doys. We had green Christmases which, according
to tradition, fill churchyards. I'm sure they don't. Mild weather
never killed anyone.

Docs our memory play tricks with us when we think back on the old
stories? I daresay it does at times. It was either faulty memory or
chronic old age which caused me to credit Pentelow with Phyllis Howell
in last month's Digest. Having written out a thousand times, on impot
papery "G. Re Samways invented Phyllis Howell", I would add that Mr.
Samwoys was probably the delightful exponent of poetry referred to
aboves
MORE FAULTY MEMORIES:

A3 we said in last month's issue, advertisements are welcome.
They help in the difficult task of balancing the budget. Quite a
large mmber of readers, howevor, send in advertisements without
including their name and addresss It cdds to the already hefty number
of little jobs at this offices We romind our friends that names and
addresses must be included, and paid for, with all advertisements.

THS ANNUAL, 1963:

I promised that this month I would lift the curtain on some of
the good things to come in COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1963. For
Roger Jonkins fans (and that mist mean everybody) there is the exciting
prospect of a double helping of reading matter from one of our most
popular writers. First there is "FLAWS IN THE DIAMOFD" in which Mr,
Jerkins views Hamiltonianz from a fresh angle. Whether you agree or
disagree with all or some of the arguments in this most readable
article, you will be intcrested - and you will tolk about it for a
lorg time to come. This year (with two helpings of Mr. Jenkins for
the price of one) he turns far from his nomal hunting ground, and in
an article called "MORE WILLIAN" he gives his own impressions of
Richmal Crompton's lovable heros

Geoffrey Wilde turns the spotlight on the St. Frank's stories in




the Gems This is a masterly review of a rather neglected branch of
old boys' bock lores Brian Doyle completes his trio of smash-hit,
fact-packed achievements with "THROUGH THE YEARS WITH 'THE CAPTAIN'".
lcssrse We Os Go Lofts and Derek Adley come well up to scratch with
nnother massive piece of research work under the title "A CATALOGUE OF
COMIC PAPERS". New Zenland contributor Albert Watson turns up with an
original idea = "Analysing the CHAMPION LIBRARY", Frank Hancock dis—
cusses Charles Hamilton's School Stories.

And that is about all the space for our first "trailoer". It will
give you an iden of the good things to come. Have you yet ordered
your Collectors' Digest Annual for 19632 THE EDITOR.

O K R K R K K R K K R X K R R X K K K K K K ¥
OUR _200th NUMBER COMPETITION

Rarely have we run a contest which crented so much enthusiasm 23
thot reproduction from the Greyfriars Herald in our recent Double
Mumbere At least a hundred readers wrote in to say how dolighted they
were to see ite For so many it brought home to thom how vastly
superior were the competitions of the old days when compared with the
monotonous specimens of this day and age. So popular was this contoest
that we shall, as time goes on, reproduce another old time puzzle for
the attack of Collectors' Digest readers.

The following is the solution of the Greyfriars Herald puzzle as
written out by CeDs editor:

A miller's son who had got into the king's favour by reason of his
cat was presented with splendid attire by the kinge. Some days after-
wards the cat persunded the giant occupant of a large castle to turn
himself into a rat, whereupon the cat ate him. The cat then told the
king it was his master's dwelling and later the miller's son wed the
princess.

The first prize of £1 is awarded to R. M. Jenkins (anan‘t) whose
entry differed in only two places from the correct solution.

Next in order of merit were Jo T. Mann (Retford, Fottss) and R. Je
Godsave (Leytonstone) who each receive one of our special book awardse
* K X X H K X X K K K E X X O X ¥ * ¥ ¥ *  *
WANTED: Chums Annuals 1920 = 19305 Scouts 1925 = 1930; UJ's; Boy's Friend 3d Libs.
Plecse submit offers.

Re Wo BTORY, 3l ABERDEEN CREBCENT,  BRAHALEA Y1 BRATIN,.. OWTARIQ.. CALDA..
RECEIVED /NY POSTCARDS THIS SUMER? Don't throw away: send, please, to Collec
C. C. ROBINBON, 7, Duesbery 8t., HULL, Yorkshire,
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CONIUCTED BY JACK WOOD
A _VISIT TO THE HOME OF MR, EDWY SEARLES EROOKS

By_ Robert Blythe

Thirty years ago, and that's a sobering thought to begin with, a
young man decided to visit, without an invitation, the author of the
stories that he had admired ever since he had discovered the Nelson
Lee Library in 1926.

The paper had been going downhill for some years past and now, in
1933 the blow had fallens He had been told that if he wanted to read
more about 3t. Franks then he had to buy the Gem from then on., This
youth felt so indignant that nothing would do but to go to the fountain-
head, as it were, and find out why.

Instead of being thrown out on his ear as he deserved for his
cheek, he was hospitably rcceived and, whilst being regaled with tea
and cakes, wos told as much as the author deemed advisable of what went
on behind the scenes at the A.P. and why the Nelson Lee was forced to
such an ignominious finish, And with that this impetuous youth had to
be satisfied.

Now you do not have to be a Nelson Lee to work it out that "he"
was yours truly and yours truly, remembering that occasion, has never
ceused to extol the St. Franks stories and hns defended B. S. Brooks
against all comers. And there have been plenty of "comers".

This love of the Nelson Lee blossomed forth at the end of last
year, as you know, with the Nelson Lee Catalogue, and so it was that a
fow weeks ago I, in the company of Len Packman, made a return journey
to that some house visited so long ago. This time we had been invited
and the roason was to present Mr. Brooks with a copy of the book that
represents 8o much of his life, the literary side, at any rate.

First then, he lives in a secluded part of Horbury in South
London. His house lies tucked away in a corner of what is roughly a
large triangle, rather like a village grcons As soon as one opens the
gate one realises that someone is obviously a first class gardener, as
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the short drive is a mass of flowers. This, as we soon found out, was
the work of Mrs. Brooks, who is a member of the Royal Horticultural
Society. Later, when our visit was nearly over, she showed us the
grape-vine that she had growing in one (3) of her grecnhouses. It
looked like the one at Hampton Court, only smaller (). She also told
us thet she had been up until 2 a.m. bottling fruit from the gardens
4s you can realise from learning such homely details, success and fame
had not altered them, and make no mistake, Brooks is very successful
in his own line. His books have world-wide circulatione

However, all this is jumping the gun a bit, as we haven't even got
to the front door yet. Anyway, having passed a Jaguar, (car, not
aninal) on our right, we rang the bell. How would we be received?
After 211, Brooks haa not been very co-operative over the past few
years and getting a reply to a letter was a question of waiting. So
Len and I had our fingers crosseds The result of pushing the bell
button wasn't very encouraging, as a very large sounding dog started
barking like made Resolving to go down fighting, we braced ourselves
— and then a pleasant faced Mrs. Brooks was welcoming us in.

The dog, having decided that we weren't edible, made the best of a
bad job, and became friendly. Mr. Brooks shook hands with us and we
went into the drawing rooms Mrs. Brooks proceeded to supply us with
coffce which she grinds herseclf,

As to the appearance of the room and of others that we saw there
wes no ostentation. Apart from one or two obviously expensive items it
was a room that one might expect to find in any ordinary homees

Later we were shown where Brooks does his writings This wes, in
effect, an extension of the dining room (& perfectly ordinary dining
room, by the way) and to me, 2t any rate, it came as a bit of a sur-
prise, for there was nothing to indicate comfort or any of the usual
tropping one might associate with an author's sanctum. First, the desk
on which the typing is done. Above the desk and extonding along the
entire wall is a window with various pot plants on the sill, some of
thom, according to Mrs, Brooks, rare varieties. The wall to the left
of the desk from floor to ceiling contained nothing but books and not
all of them by any means his own. At the rear of the desk from left
and right a short projection from the walls of the dining room proper,
more books, also from floor to ceiling, and to the right a door leading
to the conservatory containing the grapevine.

So nuch for the topography. As to what we talked about, well that
is a different matter. It's rother difficult to record a comversation
that went on for nearly two hours. In any case a lot of the talk




Page 8

concorned matters that have already been discussed within the pages of
C.D., such as the reason why the Nelson Lee came to an end. However,
some new items came up which will be of interest. For instance, have
you ever wondered why St. Francis was chosen for the nome of the
schoel? Well this is lirs. Brooks's christian name, or rother the
female version, Frances. Sc when Mre Brooks was casting around for a
name he added the Saint, and there you are.

The earliest record we have of a story by Brooks is as given in
the catalogue. That is 'The Iron Island' which appeared in the Gem in
1910. Now we learn that there was a short story of about four
thousand words written whilst ho wes still at school, which appeared
in 2 magnzine called 'Yes and No's This in fact was his very first
effort to be accepted.

He went on to tell us that he did pretty much as he liked under
the editorship of the easygoing Mr. May. He admitted that he found
the new editor's restrictions, and dictating of policy, irksome. 4s
a result, the quality of his stories fell. It may be added in passing
that he now enjoys a very friendly relationship with his present
publishers and, in fact, has never had a single story rejected by
them, His, I think, is something of a record when you remember that
Collins have published just over eighty of his novels since 1938.
Incidentally, we looked through several of his manuscripts, and they
are perfect models of what an author's mss. should look like, for
there was hardly an alteration, or revision, to be seen. Perhaps one
or two in about five pages, but no morc.

When I think of what it costs me in porspiration and mental
strain to even write a letter, and this article, if it comes to that,
well it shakes mel

Wo were also told that his bocks arc even more popular, if that's
possible, on the continent, than they are here. He showed us some
copies of a German edition. Apparently, when the book is first pub-
lished, it appears both in cloth and paper editions. Later, when
sales have slowed down, it is reissued in a pocketbook format. He
also showed us a Dutch edition, which was bound in red cloth with a
black insct on the spine, with lettcrs in gilte Very impressivel
Editions are also printed in the Scandinavian countries where they are
very popular, They are also printed in Spanish. On top of all this,
Collins having branches in various parts of the Commonwealth, oditions
are available in Canada, Australia, New Zealond and South Africe,

Also of interest I think, is the fact that o German film producer
has bought tha screen rights for four of his novels with an option on
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quite a fow more. A for cry indeed from his days with the A.P.

Well there's a lot more I could tell you, of his friendly atti-
tude and his candid comments concerning the A.P., but I fear this
article is alrendy too long. However, there is one thing I must
mentions One of the last things he said just before we left was "If
you wish me to come to one of your meetings, and if you really thinic
that your members would be interested, I'd like to come alongs" You
see he is basically a very shy man although he manages to conceal it
under a bluff exterior. I'm sure in my own mind that he wasn't ot all
locking forward to being interviewed, if that's the right word, by a
couple of admirers. In spite of this he has volunteered to come to z
meeting where he lmows he will be bombarded with questions. So whon
he does, and we're hoping it will be at the Dulwich meeting in December,
we hope wo shall see a good many people from the other clubs coming
along to give him o right royal welcomes

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS — PART 2
By Norman Pragnell
KENETH BROOKES

Between the years 1925-1929 the illustrations In the Nelson Lee Library compared
very favourably with those in the Magnet and the Gem, The drawings by Arthur Jones
reached thelr peak during the early part of the First New Series, for by then the Nelson
Lee had changed its format and had appeared with larger pages, thus glving the artist
considerably more secope, Although Arthur Jones had done a vast amount of work in the
01d Series, much of it was crude and unimaginative, and bore little resemblance to his
later work, Probably his finest 1llustrations appeared in the Northestria series, They
were beautifully drawn, with the utmost attention given to detail, 4 glance at the
first mmber of the Northestrian series will prove the point. The drawing of the castle
showed a high standard that was never to be bettered in the life of the Nelson Lee
Library, When irthur Jones retired from the scene his place was Taken by a Mr, C. Ambler,
who carried on until the end of the First New Series in January, 1930, In many respects
his work was equally as good as that of Jones, His touch was a great deal lighter, and
moSt of his characters appeared to be fair as sgainst the dark and rather heavy appearance
of Jones's characters. Nevertheless, his "Portrait Gallery® was the last we were to see
of Jones and Ambler, When the Becond New Series appeared with Nelscn Lee's Detective
Acadery, the 1llustrations were dene by Saville Lumley, and It was not until 8t, Frank's

ed that the {llustrations by Kenneth Brookes appeared for the first time, These
were without doubt the poorest ever to appear In the Nelson Lee. The St. Frank's
characters were drawn with no detail at all, and were completely expressionless. Only
Handforth could be identified, by means of his hair quiff, This was disappointing to
the reader, as it could in no sense represent a real return to 8t, Frankts, The con—
tinuity of both sterles and illustrations was broken, never to return,

In the middle of 1931 1t was decided to give readers a real return to the old days, =
at least, these were the sentiments expressed by both Edwy Searles Brocks and the Editor.
And what better way to do 1t than by a return to Northestria. The series was well
written = 1 don't think there can be any complaint about that, — but the illustrations =
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what a let-downi

If ever there was a contrast between the work of two artists, it was shown here,
Comparing the 1llustrations between the first and second Northestria serfes was like
comparing sherbet and chazpagne, It locked, tco, as If cormplaints were being sent in,
4 well-known correspondent, Dorothy Leonora Baber, was told by Brocks that any letters
regarding the 1llustrations should be written to the Editor, and not to bim, the suthor
of the stories, In falmess to Kenneth Brookes, i1t may be said that he, like Brooks,
realised that the Nelson Lee Library was on the down grade, and therefore had 1ittle
incentive to give of his best, What did E. 5. Brooks think about all this? Let pe
quote Brooks himself: "I do not know why Arthur Jones was dropped as artist in favour
of Kenneth Brockes = but again that was purely an editorial decisfon, I agree with
you that much damoge was done to the paper by the change.®

Towards the latter part of the Second New Beries a new Partralt Gallery was Intro=
duced, the characters being portrayed by Kenneth Brookes, No doubt Brookes did his
best, but they bore no resemblance Lo the nares we loved so well, and must have had the
effect of making mony loyal readers turn to other boys! books,

One can only assume that Kenneth Brookes was out of touch with things, and it
certainly seems that there was 1little co-operation between E, 8, Brocks, Kenneth Brookes,
and the Editor of the Nelsom Lee, This seems quite logical when one locks at the
{1lustrations in the "Caronia® serles, where we sce the Moor View girls still in their
gym slips, despite the fact that they were on a holiday adventure abroad, 4lso in the
final Waldo serles, we note that Nelson Lee was given a moustache,.

To sun up, perhaps we should say that Kenneth Brookes was one of the many tragedies
that befell the Nelson Lee Library between 1929-1933, His efforts in other flelds
were, no doubt, of the highest order, but in the Nelson Lee his 1llustrations must be
regarded as a corplete failure, In our next article we shall discuss the last few
months in the life of "Between Qurseclves®,

Bince this article was written the writer has been In touch with Kenneth Brookes,
who in a very cc-operative manner has offered to glve his views on his side of the St,
Frank's 8aga, These, when available, will appear In the C,D, later,

ING

WALTER %E nriteg:

Ross Btory's article was very good and shrewd and I am in full agreement, Although
Charles Hamilton has long been a faveurite author of mine I think for all round work
Brocks has him beaten, When an element of mystery has been introduced in the Hemilton
stories the solution has usually been falrly cbvious, whereas Brooks! rystery stories
heve, more often than noty been a little more thought-provoking, I hope Ross Story
will stick to her guns,

JAMES W, % F}El{

Hay nd Robert Kelly that Ross Story is a professional writer, an authority
on the art of story writing, and to state thal the points she has made in reference to
Charles Hamilton's inability to reach Edwy Searles Brookst perfection in school story
presentation are ridiculous 1s irpertinent, 1 do not know whether Mr. Kelly is a
qualified psychologist to assume that "far too many Lee enthusiasts carry a massive
inferiority complex,..' but if he 1s not I would urge him to refrain fron using medical
jargon and confine hinself to that more healthy expressive literature which Is found in
Hamilton's tales.

Like 8o many more overt, self-opinicnated post mortems on the life of The Nelson
Lee Library, Robert Kelly takes leave of absence from his beloved Hamilton and finds
time to decide on the cause of death of a paper he no longer bothers sbout until a
broadside 1s fired from a competent critic at his favourite author.




Mr. Kelly states that ®... the Nelson Lee might indeed have survived until 1939-L0.°
But it did, Stories reprinted from the N.L.L. were eppearing in the Behoolboy's OWn
Library right up to then and even the MAGHET and OEM alongside the B.O.L. were forced
to stop. His suggestion of a fall In quality In the stories in the N.L.L, about
1925=-29 can only moke ne believe he hasn't read any of this peried for some very
interesting series sppeared at this time,

Maurice Kutner blames the artist Arthur Jones for lack of appeal and expresses the
poasibility that he, Kutner, may have become a staunch Nelson Lee fan had the 1llus-
trations been done by somebody else, Dear me, Haurice, haven't you heard of Plcasso?
The adepts in artistry in Cubism and Surrealism came pfter A. Jones and after all,
Jones! work In the Nelson Lee was hampered by his very limited canvas,

tes:
1 think Robert Kelly gave a very falr answer to Ross Btory, and puts some interest-

ing points to ponder on,
HWILLL writes:

¢ ‘e become mellow with the advencing years, Whatever it is, I can read
Ross Story's cpinion that E, 8, Brooks was, or 18, a better writer than Charles
Hamilton without rushing to ry typewriter, 4&nd It is the same in other instances of
differing cpinicns,

FOR EXGHUNGE: Sexton Blake Library (2nd Serfes) Nos. L1, 77, LO1; (3rd Serles) Nos.
105, 127, 138, 141, 145, 467, L7ky L7B, 507, 521406 (including final issues); exchange
for 2d, Serles Nos. 40O = 740, especially stories by John G, Brandon, inthony Skene
(Zenith stories), Coutts Brisbane (Ferrarc stories), Anthony Parsons, Donald Btuart,
E. 8. Brooks. Will purchase If exchange unsuitable, Please state Lerms.

P. M, KING, "HAVERCROFT," KIRBY ROAD, WALTON-ON-NAZE, ESSEX.

WANTED: NELSN LEE LIBRARIES. Pullest detalls tot-
NORMAN PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE STREET, LIVERPOCL, 7 o

WINTED: Good 1oose coples or bound volumes containing any of the following:
- 52, 131 to 119 inclusive, 195, 205, 257, 236, 239s 277s 3185 319, 353, LOO,
17y » U35, 459, 706, 719, 751, 152, 153y 762, 163, 164, 809, Most issues between
€21 and £90, 900, 521, 92k, 925, 936, 938, 940, 92, U3, 9U5, 99, 951, 965, %7y L,

996,
%E = Hany issues between LOO and 500, Hany issues between BOO and 879. Alsc Hos.
s 935, 953, 954, 956, 975, 980, 98lL, 985, 989, 990, 992, 993, 996, 1129, 1150.
ARS: 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, L52, US55, 466, LTh.
Penny Populars: Noss 125 13, LS, 47, €.

ERIC FAYNE, "EXCELSIOR HOUSEZ," GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, BURREY.
WANTED: Magnets Nos. 829, 873, 675, 882, 884, 888. 8.0.L. No. 60,
DR, R, WILSON, 100, BROGMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW N.l.

Ti + A few coples are still available price L/6 inc, postage.
8 s now regarded as a MUST! for Lee collectors, 1t will not be reprinted
after these are solds
Write to:—

ROBERT BLYTHE, 40 ELLESMERE ROAD, DOLLIS HILL, LONDON, NJW.10,
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DO _YOU RENEMBER? By Roger M. Jenkins
)i - t lio, 288 — "Shunned by the Form"

Double numbers have a special attraction for collectors, and
those that were issued just before the first World War now seem to
shine with an added lustre. It is true that double mumbers were
published during the war, and oven afterwards an enlarged mmber made
an appearance once in & while, but they never really equalled those
that were issued when the world was young. The 1913 Summer Double
Number of the Magnet is a typical exmmple of these renowned issues.

The plot is a relatively simple one. A now boy named Brandreth
arrives, and is denounced by Snoop as the son of the swindler who is
wanted by the police for defrauding his father. To state that it is
Mr, Snoop who is the guilty purty will spoil no one's pleasure in
advance, since most collectors know that the adventures of Convict
Snoop were related in blue and white dayse What is of interest is
the way in which the juniors react to the situation.

¥harton and his friends support Brandreth until his conduct
becomes supicious, whilst Snoop and Vernon-Smith lead the opposition,
though even the Bounder refuses to go all the way with Snoop.
Interesting sidelights are the cunning way in which Bunter contrives
to change studies twice, and the way in which Mr. Snoop tries to get
Mr. Vernon-Smith to invest money in his finanecial swindle.

Yet when all is said and done, the story hardly seems to be
twice the length of the normal Hagnet story: there may be twice the
mumber of words, but not twice the number of incidents. Furthermore,
there is only one climax, and the story seems to have been extended
by relating every incident in full detnil, instead of explaining some
happenings through conversation, These are criticisms which have
indeed been lovelled against the Bunter bookse But it does at least
explain why the Schoolboys' Own Library reprints are more satisfactory




to read, despite their abridgements: they contain a series of
climaxes, which give a satisfying ebb and flow to each reprint, whereas
the double mumbers and Bunter books have only one climax apieces
Finally, mention must be made of the coloured cover of Magnet No.
268, a sailing boat containing three schoolboys with a background of
o plor jutting out into the sea. It has no conneetion with the story,
but it typifies the serene, halcyon world that existed when the double
mmbers were in their heyday.

% % * %
LET'S BE CONTROVERSIAL

No, 70, THE ONE AND ONLY

Surcly the most lovable character in the whole of Hamiltonia is
Arthur Augustus D'Arcy, the swell of St. Jim's, 0ddly enough, he was
never imitated at any of the other Hamilton schoolse I say oddly
enough, because most of the big Hamilton successes in characterisation
found their counterparts elsewherc as time passed.

Gussy was created at the end of 1906. He was really belicveoble
only for a few years following his creation. Ten years later he wos
dateds Yot we have gone on reading about him down the years, and
even to-day wo do not feel that we are reading of a dated charactors

By the end of 1906 Charles Hamilton had created a mmber of
schools which had stayed for a short time and then passed ons He had
no reason to think that St. Jim's would last any longer than the
others had done, or that Arthur Augustus, whom he had introduced into
that modest littlc series in Pluck, would still be featuring in new
tales fifty years one.

Gussy was not larger than life. As a schoolmaster I would
hesitate to say that any fictional schoolboy, with the exception of
the very wicked, was larger than life. But Gussy was dated by his
monocle, his specch impediment, his "fivahs".

Even when most of us were children, Gussy was dated, though it
never occurred to us. We loved his aristocratic background without
any sense of jealousy. Although we seldom had five pence in our own
pockets, we were thrilled to read of 2 boy who frequently received
five pounds from his "patah". I doubt whether Gussy is any more
dated in 1963 than he was in 1923, but I think he would cause more
resentment to-day, with far less reacson.

When Gussy was introduced to St. Jim's in 1906, he was really a
stock Edwardian character. Clearly he was originally intended for
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light rolief only. It was left to Martin Clifford, as the years
slipped by, to develop Arthur Augustus into one of the Hamilton
"greats".

We werc never told whether the monocle was merely affectation or
whether Gussy was defective in the sight of ono eye. We can accept
that Gussy had one weak eye, for though he was fastidious, he was
never affected.

But the monocle heavily dated Gussy. None of us, I would wager,
ever saw & schoolboy wearing a monocle on account of weak sight.

For the past fifty years, I would imagine, no school in the country
would allow 2 boy to attend wearing o monocles Yet, to us, Gussy
without his monocle, would not bo Gussy at alle In the post-war
storics, Charles Hamilton played down that monocle.  Thore was but
little reference to it - but we old-stagcrs must always have senscd
that it wos there.

The speech impediment dated Gussy even morc than his monocle,
yet so much of the gentle charm of Arthur Augustus lay in that speech
impodiment.  To-day there is much in speech which grates horribly
upon sensitive nerves, but actual speech impediment is almost unimown
in normol youngsterse

Martin Clifford developed Gussy from the stock dude of the
earlier stories to the simple, kind-hecarted youngster who was one of
naturc's gentlemen in the finost sonse of the cxprossion. In almost
every story of St. Jim's over written Gussy played his part, and he
starred on countless oceasions in inmmerable great stories. In
many ways, in ccrtain circumstances, Gussy served Martin Clifford
cvory bit as well as Billy Bunter served Fronk Richardse.

The story "Bought Honours" is a clessic among school stories for
overy one who has ever read it. In this story, the simple Gussy was
persuaded by the curning Levison to cheat in an exams It is an
unforgettable episede in the St. Jim's saga. It was Gussy's
connection with Oliver Lynn which placed the Schoolboy Pug series
omong the Gem's greateste So often Gussy's simple faith — somotimes
misplaced but always endearing - brought the lump to the throats In
lighter mood we recall Gussy and his choquebook; Gussy adopting a
donkey in the brilliant little "D'Arcy Moxdmus"; Gussy going to work
ot various jobs, and always with hilarious results; and Gussy running
away from school and taking refuge in turn at Greyfriars, Rockwood,
and Cliff House in a serics which is as delightful to-day as when it
was written forty years ago.

Gussy was undoubtedly the greatost picce of character painting




at St. Jim's. Yet it was Gussy who inevitably dated St. Jim's. But
it was o dating which, in my view, the reader never really noticed.

* O % % #

DAVID NIXON GOES TO GREYFRIARS

Devid Nixon, onc of the most likeable perscnalities on television,
joins- the cast of the Bunter show in the West End this coming
Christmas seasons. With the intriguing title of BILLY BUNTER MEETS
MAGIC, the play, which opens at the Shaftesbury Theatre on Deccmber
23rd, would seem assured of success.

David Nixon plays a conjuror who can do wonderful tricks when
he is all alone, but finds things begin to go wrong when anyone else
is presents And when Billy Bunter happens to be present - well,
imnginntion boggless In recent years there have been a few minor
grumbles because the Greyfriars chums spent Christmas abroade This
year they are in good old England - at a lonely place in Cormwall -
and surely many hearts will warm spontaneously when we say that the
place has been named POLPELLY.

Peter Bridgemont, who was such an outstanding success last yeer,
once agein plays Billy Bunter. When he meets David Nixon, who plays
a conjuror who has a mild flair for villainy, things really happen.

Last year the Eilly Bunter show, theough it did the best business
of all the Christmas matinee shows, was hard hit by the weathere
Another bad season would mean the end of Billy Bunter as o stoge
attraction. Let us hope for good weather, and give the show every
support in our powers If you can display a bill profitzbly, let us
know here et the Digest Office, and we will send one to you.

Make an carly oppointment to meet Billy Bunter and the Greyfriors
chums, not forgetting Iir. Quelch, when BILLY BUNTER MEETS MAGIC at
the Shaftesbury Theatre. More news of the show in future issues of
Collectors' Digest.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ *
SUPPLIERS OF AMILTON'S PLOTS S By Derek Adley

Once again it was a pleasure to read an article by Roger Jenkins
in CuDs = I refer to 'More News from Rose Lawn's It was indeed
interesting to read about Charles Hamilton's home and neighbourhood,
and note that Roger felt there was little to support the idea that

Hamilton was ever supplied with plots for ln? stories.
continued on page 18 )ee
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ﬁe grsaﬁ Pearl Robbery, That sounds like the title of a
story in the Unlon Jack, but 1t isn't, In July of this year a :
Mr, Mayer bought some magnificent pearls, worth £130,000, They A N Y
were In a morocco case, wrapped In cotton=wool and tissue paper,
and this case was placed In a special wooden box which was nalled
dewne The box was wrapped in blue paper and the small parcel
sealed with red wax, each seal belng starped with a capital
*Iv,  The parcel was registered to an address in London,
but when it arrived, apparently untampered with, it con=
tained only lurps of Sugars

The police have just solved the mystery and the SO “I‘h
criminals are going on trial for theft, What & wonderful
real-life storyl

Both the Cen and the Iagnet have been first class
this month, The first Magnet story was "The Bneak's
Revenge® in which a new German master named Herr Gans came
to Creyfriars, and the Bounder and S8kinner conducted a
feud against him, After that, in a tale named "The
Greyfriars Herald,® Fisher T, Fish started a junior
magazine at the school,

But the month Is quite merorational for the final two
stories. In "Game to the Last" the Bounder was gated by
Mr, Quelch, but he still went to play in a foctball match
at Bte Jio's. When Hr. Quelch found out, the Bounder was
expelleds The sequel to this story was "The Vanished
Bchoolboy® in which the Bounder, rather than be expelled,
hid hinself in the ruined tower, Eventually Mr. Quelch
found hin there, but part of the tower fell away and the
Bounder saved Mr, Quelch's 1ife at the risk of his own,

I shall keep these last two Magnets fer ever.

4 new German airship, the L.2., was on trial near
Berlin, It caught fire, the envelope was destroyed
instantly, and the almost bare aluminium frame fell to the
ground., The 26 men on board all lost their lives, The
Le2, would have been the finest unit in Germany's aerial
flects

Mun had Answers one day this month, 8he fs inter-
ested In a new hospital serial "The Angel of the Ward",

It is very dramatic,

My brother Doug 1s absolutely ruthless and merciless.
It nakes me quite sad to think of any chap refusing to
show mercy to his own brother, He had promised to take
me to Drury Lane to see "Sealed Orders® and 1 was looking
forward to it very much, But he didn't take re, owing to
a playful, harmless little act of nine,

Doug often wears a straw hat, which he calts his
boater., He wears a black cord, which is screwed on to
the back of the hat, and the other end of the cord is
tastened in his button-hole, This is In case the wind
blows off his hat,

Doug and I were walking, and suddenly we met his old
rlame, Freda. As Doug was about to raise his hat to her,
1 could not resist putting my hand at the back and jerking

“ QUICK, SIR—CLU"
(A thriling Incident

in the long,
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the ecord, Of course, the hat shot upright on Doug!s head.
Freda cackled 11ke a hen, but Doug was Very angrye He told
me I have pade him the laughing stock of his friends., He
sald that now he wouldn't take me to Drury Lene — and he
didn't, Though I begged him with tears In Ly eyes.

However, Dad tock Mum one evening to the Adelphi to see
®The girl fron Utah", a musical comedy which
starred Edrund Payne and Phyllis Dare.

The Penny Populer is exsctly one year old this

H ME AND OIMBI"

wta tak of Bohos! Lite in this issue.)

month, and Doug bought me a copye I think it was
his conscience, In church I whispered to him that
6t, Mark wouldn't have felt mallice against his
brother, and Doug hissed back that St, Mark didn't
have a brother like me, But the next day he
bought me the Penny Populars

it contained @ story about the Bt. Jim's
parliament called "Told by Telephone” . The Sexton
Blake story was entitled "In the Czar!s Dorain®.
Mr. Lindsay, who 1s a Sextcn Blake knowall, told me
that it appeared in the Union Jack in 1908 when it
was called "Sexton Blake in Baku", What an
amazing brain Mr. Lindsay must havel

Kent are the county cricket chanpions this years
I would rather 1ike to be & county cricketer when I
Erow Up.

The Gem} Corks, what a month} Grand tales.
The tirst was "it the Eleventh Hour®, and It
related how Mr. Latham was a man who studied old
fossils, (Mot the human kind.) Tom Merry was
sentenced to a flogging In this story, but Gussay
saved him,

"Tom Merry Minor" was a monkey which Tom Merry
saved from a cruel man who had stolen the monkeye
“uz, Disgrace to his House" was a marvellous tales
A new boy named Koumi Rao came to Bt, Jim's, and he
had & viclent quarrel with Tom Merry. It all came
right in the end, *Straight as a Die" was the
gtory of Lynn, a new bootboy, vho fell foul of
Levison, &ll four were wonderful tales.

Towards the end of the month there was a train
crash In a fog at Waterloo Junction on the South
Eastern & Chatham Rallway. The 7.32 train fron
Elrers End ran into the back of the 7.35 from
Bl:.uaﬂeat.h. Three people were killed, and many

jured,

One night the suffragettes burned down a
pavilion belonging to Bristol University, at Coombe
Dingle. The undergrads retallated by wrecking the
suffragettes' H.Q. in Queen Street the next daye.

1 have had a number of Comic Cuts this months
qt doesn't alter much as time goes by, Tom, the
Ticket of Leave Man, is still on the front page, and
the Mulberry Flattites on the backs Inside are
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Waddles, the Walter, Pansy Pancake, the cock, and Harold Hazbean, The stories are
Martin Bteel and his 12 girl detectives, The Red Rovers, which 1s a football story, and
a new serial called "Queer Btreet", I have a soft spot for Comic Cuts.

The Queen Elizabeth, a fine new British battleship, has just been launched, 8he
is a pioneer in many ways — the first to burm oil only, to mount the new 15=Inch guns,
to be speclally armoured against alr attack, and to have, anti-alreraft guns,

On the night of October 27th there was a dreadful thunderstorm In South Wales,

Two people were killed and seven injured, and an enormous amount of damage done.

1 have forgiven Doug for his dreadfulness, 1 think it s only right te return

good for evil, so I am trying to be very kind to him, It 1s &y birthday next month,

HAMILTONIANA - Suppliers of Homilton's plots (continued from page 15)..

Whilst I do not wont fo criticise the artiele I would like to
confirm that Hamilton definitely was supplied plots from time to time
by & number of peoples I would like to let readers kmow that this
is not just nssumption so here are the fact that I have.

Although I have not met many boys story authors, I have over the
past ten years or so had correspondence with scveral hundred and have
all the letters neatly filed. Going through these letters I find
that I can name six men that supplicd Hamilton with plots. I feel
that if I can name six surely there could have been others.

The famous Bunter Court series was written in draft form first
by a well known Fleet Street character nomely Hedley O'Mant. Another
figment of O'Mants imagination was the St. Jim's series The Schoolboy
Airman featuring Angelo Lece

Kenneth Newman who was revealed as a substitute writer also con—
firmed that he was paid a fee of three guineas for every plot he
supplied for a Greyfriars or St. Jim's story.

Famous for his editorship of the Union Jack, H. W. Twyman also
supplemented his income by turning out Hamilton plots, and it is
interesting to note Nr, Twyman's own words: "We were all required to
feed Hamilton with plots, and of course it's not to be wondered at
that he needed it, considering his output."

Two others I can name here are L. E. Ransome and former A.P.
director Reginald T. Eves.

Last on my list was not surprising in my view for surely he would
be the one to have made the policy decisions of the Magnet and Gem, -
Ce Mo Down s0 long editor of those papers,

I have deliberately left Mr. Down until last as he said that it
wes not detrimental to Homilton to be supplied with plots for it would
have been impossible to have kept going for so long without a.consider-
able amount of repetition unless fresh minds were brought in on the
plots.
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I think Mr, Bown sums up quite nicely when he says that no one
else would have written up these plots as Homilton did for it is one
thing to think up a plot and another thing to write it and had these
stories been written by other writers they could never have captured
the readers in the same way.

(EDITORTAL NOTE: We feel it proper to ndvise readers that articles of
the type of Mr. Adley's, printed above, must be received with such
reserve as the individual reader may think fit. We say this, not
because we doubt the information given in the article, but because
anybody could, if he felt so inclined, claim to have supplied plots,
now that the author is no longer with us to confirm or deny the
statements.

In our May issue, our "Let's Be Controversial" contributor wrote:
"There is nothing belittling to Mr. Hemilton in this. These plots
would have been nothing without the skill of a brillient writer to turn
then into little masterpieces."

That, surely, must be the verdict of us all. Authors glean their
plots from all sorts of sources, and a mon with a gigantic wealkly out-—
put needs a phenomenal number of plots. There can be no doubt ot all
that most of the plots were the author's oWtia)

* * % O *

MAGNET MESMERTSM By John Trovell

The fascination that a boys! publication cen assert upon those of us who no longer
regard ourselves as such, and even have some difficulty in recalling those distant days,
13 a tribute indeed to the talent of a man who obviously loved and regarded with pride
the characters he created for the delight of so many admirers.

The genius of Charles Hamilton was never more apparent than in the Magnet particularly
during the period from 1927 te 1937, and fortunate indeed were those of us who made the
acquaintance of the Creyfriar's scene during those years.

What a maglo endears us still to the stories of an lmaginary group of schoolboyss
attending a firticlous school who, far from falling by the wayside, have thrived and
flourished, to enthral even today. To attempt to analize this appeal is an absorbing
subject and no doubt has been the basis of many a lively debate between Hanilton admirers.

Conbined with the superb 1llustrations of Leonard Shields, the eredibility cof the
many and varled characters that graced the Magnet pages was a prime factor in its long
and successful life. These characters were 0 vividly and sincerely portrayed, by both
author and artist, they influenced our youthful lives, We saw in the Famous Five the
counterpart of all we wished to achieve, a zest for adventure, prowess at sport, a sense
of humour, combined with a bellef in falr play and the triumph of right, The wayward
Bounder, an obstinate Wharton, a foolish Coker, even a caddish 8kinner were familiar to
us in real 1ife, and added to the appeal of so many Magnet episodes,

Charles Hapiltonts ability to create the impression that the reader was participating
in the adventure and drana, was sheer artistry. In company with Harry Wharton & Co. we
strolled over Courtfield Common, in the certain knowledge that from a fight with Ponsonby
to a meeting with a bank robber would result, Dropped from the Cloister wall after
11ghts out, to experience the thrill of defying authority, with the (continued on page 28)es
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'SINGLETON POUND'! was s Sexton Blake Writer!

By W. 0. G. Lofts

Walter Webb in the September Blakiana seeks the identity of the
well known writer 'Singleton Pound'. From an official source I can
say that he was none other than Oliver Merland - the Blake Library
writer of the character the TOPPER. Walter, should know this
gentleman well enough, without myself going into details - as he once
wrote at length about him, the main characteristic that one will
always remember, that Merland like Gussy - wore a momoclel

Although Oliver Merland has not as yet been proved as having
written any Sexton Blake stories in the UNION JACK - it is quite
probable that he did so, and his name will be no doubt discovered in
time. Readers will be interested to know, that I hope, given reason-
able time to solve all the remaining mysteries of authorship surround-
ing the UNION JACK and other papers. Already, I know the official
identities of 'John Stanton'! and 'Herbert Chandros' who wrote in the
U.J. prior to Blake stories becoming a regular feature. All these
facts - plus fresh information about new authors discovered, will be
presented in Blokiana in a series entitled 'SEXTON BLAKE - "UNION
JACK" ~ OFFICIAL IIFORMATION'.

R
THE CASE OF THE REMPTY COFFIN By Tom Hopperton

So you are gathered together to mourn the passing of Sexton Blake
and so, with a marked and more thon Mark Antonian diffidence, come I
to speak in Caesar's funerals You see, I think you are a bit belated
in the obsequies. - I paid my sentimental tribute by buying the last
two copies of The Sexton Blake Library, but any tears I had to drop on
Blake's tombstone were shed many years ago.

In any case, his passing is not really a matter for the OBBC. It
falls within the province of the Communist Party, for Blake is clearly
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the latest victim of American Imperialism.

Frank Richards officially disclaimed anti-Americanism. In
private he lapsed into caustic remerks about how the Americans had
vulgarised everything (his words}) and when I said that in all the
thousands of titles in the Dime Novel Club's catalogue there did not
seem to be a single school story, his reply was more or less: "What
else can you expect from such an uncultivated bunch?"

"Vulgarised" aptly sums up the situation. Everything is reduced
to its crudest and rawest to make the maximum impact on their appall-
ingly wide market of intellectual eunuchs and near-illiterates.
lMozart gives way to beat music: Shelley's American heirs are
Ferlinghetti and Ginsberg: in our own field, the boys' stories which
were a stepping stone to literature have been almost destroyed by that
abominable export from the U.S.A. - the all-in-pictures comic book
engine of illiteracy.

Blake has been shifting his ground ever since he was borns He
began as the ha'penny Sherlock Holmes, a palpable crib, and as the
purely inductive and deductive story had limited scope in the callow
market at which he was aimed, he was edged over into a fascinating and
effective blend of thriller, deduction and bizarre characterisations
This reached its pesk in the 'twenties, and if the staunch Blakians
would only search their souls they would probably find that what they
are really lamenting is not the passing of the name but the loss of
the peculiar atmosphere which was Blake at his most effective - the
wonderworld of The Union Jack some forty years ago.

Yet this atmosphere, gripping as we now regard it, could not keep
The Union Jack waving, which was its real and original home. It paled
visibly during the 2nd series of the library, and the 3rd moved
further from tradition until we had the melancholy spectacle of the
Blakians desperately striving to delude themselves that the new look
in some wny dealt with the Sexton Blake and Tinker of cherished memorys

At the risk of rmising Mr. Baker's temperature, it seemed point-
less to remove Blake from the crushing competition of the picture
libraries only to shove him into paltry herring-gutted pamphlets so
obviously and pathetically poor relations of the paper-backed booke
There must still have been a fund of goodwill in the name, and if it
was worth saving at all, the only way was to give Blake a new-new look
modelled on Mickey Spillane.

In spite of Blake's university education (or educations), his
medical degree, his mixing with the highest, and his casual display of
mastery in all sorts of subjects from Black Magic to Chinese
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sanitation, he remained completely and unvaryingly unsophisticated.
The devotees of James Bond, who derive a snobbish vicarious satis-
faction as they participate in his high living and impeccably U
standards, would look down their noses at Blake as the sort of chap
with 23" bottoms to his trousers, who would meekly accept South
African sherry and never know the difference. Blake had to find his
market among those who buy their suits at Burton's with nary a hanker
after Saville Row, and no-one should know better than Fleetway that
here the customers have had their brains beaten out by the Americans.

4 little random sampling in a chain library will show that there
is a much heavier turnover in Amcrican crime titles than in English.
They are all reprints from which the weaker sisters have been weeded
and most of the series show an almost unfailing standard of technical
competence to back the novelty of the themes and settings. The
ranker rubbish is being pushed on sale or return into every
newsagent's.  The pulp mags, with eighty 11" x 9" pages for 1/6d,
dwarf the English libraries. The Confidential Detective type with
photographic covors display busty blondes who are unable to get them—
selves murdered unless their skirts are around their waists. The
art-cover jobs sandwich detection between war stories with a lecherous
slant and vice exposés and rcly on more busty wenches, this time of
assorted hue and without any skirts at all, generally torturing or
being tortured by Japs or Nazis. By the way they insist on jamming
Man's.... into the title and their genernl approach, they seem to be
desperately re-assuring their readers of a perhaps doubtful virility.

By the time a youth has read a few of either the better or the
worse of these imports, what is the use of trying to interest him in
anything like the atmosphere of The Union Jack? We blithely accepted
that every time Scotland Yard was flummoxed it ran in despair to
Sexton Blake. We revelled in our favourite master criminals and
waited with our tongues hanging out for the next appearance of Mr.
Reece, the original Big-head, Zenith the Albino who showed Omo the way
to whiter than white, and Waldo the Wonder Man., Here, I can for once
scoop Bill Lofts by giving you an exclusive rclease on the origin of
Waldo. He was moulded on that Little Jim in the poem by Farmer who
said: "I have no pain, dear mother, now, But, oh; I am so dry." The
lad who, as Fishy would have put it, has cut his eyeteeth on tough
private eyes and Cepone-like master criminals would deride them as
incredibly naives

Besides, Blake is an austere puritan, ummoved from ascetism by
even the most glamorous of adventuresses and when he was lately mudged




into feminine socicty it was distinctly reminiscent of Harry Wharton
and Marjorie Hazeldine, It is obvious enough that restrained
Americans like Frances Crane enjoy only a moderate success: the record
sales are notched by such blood and guts, sex and sadism, booze and
lechery mongers as Spillane.

Tt is the readers who have tried to keep Blake statice The A.P.
and their successors have never hesitated to modify him as they felt
it necessary. The formula for enother successful transformation
seems clear enough, but, from our point of view, to what end? It
would only sharpen the dilemna confronting the cld stagers who have
stayed with the new looke They were right in accepting that if the
name of Blake had to endure he had to change, while the more he changed
the less he remnined the Blake to which they cleaved and the greater
their dissatisfaction.

The new look was a wishy-washy compromise which only nibbled ot
the edges of the problem. In spite of it, or rather because of it,
Blake, or what was left of him has now had thrust upon him the final
degradation of being superseded by comic books about private eyes and
spacemens The saddest thing of all is to see our friends who kmew
him at his best keening at his wake: if they would only 1ift the 1id,
they would see the coffin is empty.

L

Sexton Blakc — "UNION JACK" — Official Information
Mo, 1 by We Qs G. Lofts

I would hate to be classed as a typical Johnny Bull and say 'I
told you so', but following my recent revelation of yet another author
who wrote Sexton Blake stories in the UNION JACK - the Rev. Herbert
Escott Inman (Henri Garrock — "The Snake" — Series), which confirms
once again both Derek Adley and my own statement in the 1959 C.Ds
Anmal 'that mony more new authors will be brought to light should any
official UNION JACK 1list be brought to light'. I am most pleased to
armounce that quite a great deal of new information has been gleaned
from official sources, and rather than give all this data in one
article I propose to so do in a series, and to also give as much gen
as possible about the new authors discovered as having proved to have
written a Sexton Blake storye.

Firstly, in answer to two recent queries which have cropped up in
Blakiana, I can confirm and inform Mr. S. Gordon Swan of Australia,
that UNION JACK Nos 69 entitled 'Sexton Blake's First Case' was written
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by Stanhope Sprigg, which was the real nane of the author, and he of
course was the author of '999',

In answer to Walter Webb, the name of Geoffrey Andrew Murray was
given on official data I have personally scen relating to records
kept of the authorship of Sexton Blake Library and Union Jack stories
he had written. Several authors that I have met who knew him
personally when he was writing in the 1920s - have told me that he was
known to them as Geoffrey - whilst I believe that the son of Henry St.
John Coopor told me that he was known to him as "Wicky' (he had a
personally sutographed bock from him under a pen neame of his
"Nicholas Islay') but as Walter has proved that his real name was
Andrew Nicholas Murray, I accept it as binding, and it will be entered
into our records. It is difficult to understand why he used such
variations of his name, but it was a well lmown fact that Murray was
something of an eccentric (due to a type of mental illness) in his
last years, and I think that in the circumstances we need not dwell
on it further.

UNION JACK No, 149 dated 18.8.1906 entitled 'Sexton Elake's
Romance' was written by Charles B, St, John Pearce, when it has
previously been assumed by many to have been penned by Arthur S,
Hardy.

"Do you know Charlos E. St. John Pearce" I asked an old editor
friend of mine down Fleet Strect recently.

"0f course I know him" was his reply. "I ought to as he in fact
married my sccretary” - "when I was running the SCHOOLFRIEND at
Fleetway Housce "Pearce was in 1923 editor of SCHOOLGIRLS OWN, and
once asked me to help him cut for a yarn he was doing for FOOTBALL
FAVOURITE, as he was not well up in England's National winter gomea"

Writer of many bound books, the first in 1882, C. E. Pearce at
the turn of the century was a prolific writer for boys and girls -
Aldine Nystery Novels - Aldine Novels - Mascot Novels - the Lloyd
publications and libraries, upart from writing for the R. T. Bves
group of papers — 'Champion' 'Triunph! otc,

Probably his best work was a bound book in 1924 entitled 'Unsolved
Murder Mysteries' proof that he was not only well up in crime, but
quite capable to write a Sexton Blake yarn, Charles E. St. John
Pearce died before the last war, ard so probably a full complete list
of all his works will now be never known, though it is more than likely
that other U.J. Blake stories ccme from his pens

Other official data which readers may care to write in their
records are as follows; (contimed on page 28 )..
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Heeting held

Holidays took heavier toll than usual this meeting as only seven members attended.
It was a pleasant surprise to welcome Joe Marston from Burton however and he brought
apelegles from John Tomlinson, still on the sick 1ist. No programme had been fixed so
after minutes had been read, we settled down for a general chat on old boys' books
matters, We discussed the likelihood of the earlier "Magnet" stories being republished
in *Lock and Learn®. This was very welcome news and something to look forward to
though one or twe members were not 8¢ sure that these would be any ioprovement on the
last reprints of Roolwood n the "Knockout", Jack Bellfield produced a very good copy
of Joseph Parks' "Collectors Miscellany® which he had obtained from Bill Martin's sale
recently. This started off a discussion on Bill Martin and his collection. Then
bockshops in general and the pleasant hours we had all spent in such (and searching for
them), 48 there was no quiz fixed, a quiz In the "Collectors Miscellony" was tackled.
1t was mostly Sexton Blake lore and more difficult than the usual sort, The Secretary
had most answers but quite a few were beyong him even, During refreshments the raffle
was held and Jack Bellfield was the winner with a Bunter Book as first prize, The last
instalment of Jack Corbett's article in 1947 C.D, #nnual was read by Tom Porter and the
evening closed with a reading from a 8t, Jin's B.0.L. by Jack Bellfield. This featured
Baggy Tricble and Clarence York Torpkins,

NORTHERN
ting held on Bats eptember, 1963.

The attendance for our September meeting was well below average, sone regulars
being absent because of holidays, and Gerry Allison, with Myra and Molly, had gone south
to attend the meeting at Maidstone, As chairman Ceoffrey Wilde pointed cut, it was also
Very unusual for another reason = all the ten members present were malesli It rust be a
very long time since we had a meeting without any members of the falr sex being present,

Formal business was cut to a minimum,and then Jack Wood gave us his news of the
month, the chief item being P, G. Wodehouse!s new bock, Next Frank Hancock gave a talk
which he entitled 'The Bchool Btorles of Charles Hamilton; some reflections on looking
backj possibly unfair,? which dealt with the stories, characters, devices of plol, €TCas,
dovm the years. Members found this Interesting, not all agreeing with some of the
views expressed, and there was a lively discussion on several points,

Geoffrey Wilde tock over with a competition he had devised which most of us found a
pretty stiff test, He gave us a short sentence or phrase about a school or character,
and we had to devise a short rhyme or couplet to fit it. It was pretty hard going, but
when Geoff read out his answers it all sounded very casy and obvious}

We then had the usual Interval for refreshments, with Jack Allison officlating very
ably in the absence of the ladles, and the second half of the meeting was entirely
devoted to a reading by Jack Wood of a Oreyfriars story, 'How Horace Coker got his
Remove,' the episode chosen by Jack relating how Coker'!s formidable Aunt Judy came to the
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school and persuaded a reluctant Dr, Locke to give Coker his remove from the Shell to
the Fifth, Aunt Judy's faith In her darling Kerace, and the way she overcame the
Head's objections, made very entertaining listening,
This tock us on nicely to nine otclock, when the meeting terminated, rather earlier
than usual,
Next meeting, SBaturday, 12th Octobers
Fo HANCOCK - Hon, Bec,

Lotpoy

From Lendon's Victoria Station forecourt, on Sunday, Scptember 15th, 30 nembers
and friends left by coach bound for Maidstone to attend the President!s meeting. 4
fine summer day, the journey was delightful with an Interesting buzz of conversation all
the way down, subject, I should surmise, old bays' books, Lmongst the occupants of
the coach were Gerry, Myra and Molly Allison of the Northern club and Charles Bkilten,
the first publisher of the now famous Bunter bocks. We were very pleased to have these
visitors with us, On arrival at the Royal Btar Hotel, Maidstone, the party was
welcomed by John Wernham, our worthy President; with him were Roger Jenkins and Erie
Lawrences  Proceeding to the Oak room of the hotel, the party partook of an excellent
lunch, The sultably printed menu cards were provided by the President and the front
page was graced by an excellent drawing by C, H. Chapman, Guest of honour was Miss
Ed{th Hood, After lunch Don Webster proposed the toast "0ld Boys Everywhere," The
responder to this toast was Gerry Allison, The President proposed the toast to the
guesta and Charles 8kilton replied, A truly memorable occasion,

Arter lunch the party boarded the coach for the short journcy to John Wernham's
house. Here there was a room displaying the collection 80 far assembled of the Frank
Richards' museun, Another room hat been set aside for the two librarians, Roger
Jenkins and Bob Blythe, to dispense thelr wares to the borrowers, Later on to the
meeting roon where the attendance had been Increased by the sppearcnee of Millicent
Lyle and her brother Frank Lambe, Chalirman Bob Blythe welcomed one and all and then
after the usual formalitlies, minutes, correspondence, financial report, librarians!
report, BIll Lofts rendered another of his articles from the Fleetway Publications house
magazine, on D'Arcy. This together with a humorous reading by Roger Jenkins from a
"Magnet" , year 1926, was greatly enjoyed by the corpeny, As a light relief from
Hamiltonia, Gerry Allison conducted his Comic Paper Charncters Quiz. Winner Len
Packman, second Bill Lofts, third Don Webster, Elirfnator Quiz, key word "Carboy® was
jointly wen by Gerry Allison and Bill Lofts, Len Packmen was third, An excellent ten
followed, Hrs, JohnFanhan and her lady helper pouring tea from the large teapot
expertly. After tea there was a cinera show, two excellent filrs, one of scenes where
Frank Richards was portrayed plus drawings by C, H. Chapmen end the other a film dealing
with the changing places at Greyfriars for a short time by Billy and Welly Bunter, An
interesting spectator of all these proccedings was Miss Edith Hood, housekeeper to Frank
Richards for so many yeers,

All too soon came call over and It was a happy party who boarded the coach for the
return journey home,

Bunday, October 20th, 1s the date of the next meeting, address 35, Woodhouse Road,
Leytonstone, London, E.11. "Phone MARyland 1737, Hosts Reuben and Mrs. GCodsave,

Kindly inform If intending to be present,

UNCLE BEWJAMIN
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Heeting held Sunday, September Jth:

Holidays egaln Interfered with the attendance which was below average.

The rinancial Statement read by The chairman indicated that we are still solvent
and 1t was felt that we would like to use some of our surplus cash to lprove the
1ibrary = anybody got snything to sell = chesp?

Among the correspondence were letters received from Tom Porter, ALf Henson, Frank
Case and Don Webster, Nice to hear from absent friends. We are hoping to meet some
of them again in the near future, After the business Norman Pragnell gave us a reading
from a 1960 C.D. of an account of a London meeting attended by Richmal Cromptont!s
William and his gang. He then introduced a quiz which was won by Walter Prichard.

To finish up he propcsed the subject for discussion which was based on the benefits, or
otherwise, of the correspondence colum In the Nelson Lee, in which E. 8. Brooks invited
eriticism and ideas frou his readers, Would this have benefited the Hagnet?

This was Norman's night and as usual it passed too quickly.

The next meeting, which 1s the A.G.H., 1s on Sunday, October 13th, 6,0 prompte

BILL WINDSOR

ASTRALLE

An extremely good attendance on Thursday, September 19th, was a pleasing omen for
what proved one of the club's most enjoyable meetings.

Mezbers were happy to welcome again John Gardiner and Don Harkness who by their
enthusiasn are confirming our original opinion that they will be valued additions to our
cirele,

Chairman Syd Smyth opened the meeting at 6.30 p.m. and letters from our friends
here and abroad were read by the secretary, FIrst interesting news iten came from New
Zealand via Jack Murtagh who sent detalls of his latest scoop at the sale of tho late
Bill Martints collection — also from this part of the world It was pleasing to hear from
Geoffrey Harrison who was writing for detalls of club members here,

Blake enthusiasts were catered for as letters from Josie Packmen brought the news
that the Bexton Blake Catalogue 1s well under way whilst from W. . collector Gordon
Swan we hear that there 1 a strong movement to bring back Blake & Co. This was further
confirped by Victor Colby who reported that his letter advocating the use of Blake in
other publications put out by the Fleetway House had been accorded a courtecus replys

Ron Hodgsen brought us the news behind the news fron his part of the worlde

From Harry Broster came the popular "H T and the therein sparked
off sone Intercsting discussions, particularly when the merits of the "hard-cover® school
stories versus Richards and Brooks came under fire, Bill Hubbard, who is such an ardent
supporter of the former, will be pleased to hear that his articles came in for favourable
cocment as the members felt that discussion fn this fleld definitely had a place in CaDs

Letters from our friend Bill Oander plus an advance copy of B.P.C. No. 8l sparked
off & verbel battle, this time on the mch discussed mystery of Charles Hamilton's early
schooldays. Most members had personal experiences to contribute concerning the
different attitudes here and overseas Towards one in relationship to onets old schocl,
and this discussion, followed by letters from South fustralian collector Harry Matthews
and Arthur Holland's always interesting pot—pourri of news and views occupled the rest
of the evening.

The final battles re the old school tle ete, were waged in the locel coffee shop
where the soothing influence of the espressc enabled to cool down before the
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neeting concinded at 9.30 p.m.

Es PATE = Hon, Sec,

HAMILTONLANG -~ Hagnet Mesmerisp (continual fiom page 19)e.

tocl headed:Bounder as a compenicn, Pulled our boat up the gleaming Sark for a
forbidden picnie under the osk on Popper's island, and felt the disnay st befng dis=
tovered by an irate Sir Hilton, Even winced at a well deserved !six! from Henry
samuel ‘uelch, Such was and still remains the Hamilton spell, and fortunate indeed,

those of us who can forget the years, tumn back the clock, and delight orce more
:Bme adventures of those lmmortal characters created by an inspired author who
provided the magic of Magnet Mesmerism,

BLAKIAI‘-& - Sexton ::!lak(. "UNION JACK" — Official Information
contimied from page 24)...

UdJe Yoo T7s "On the Track" Te Go Maitlond
81. "The Ocean Detective" E. i. Trecton
G1. "The Warder Detective" E. 4. Treeton

My ALLEN (Bournemouth): I was
most Interested and pleased to read

indefatigable BI1l Lofts' solution to ry

4 ten year old enquiry about the identity
. of'Charles Wentworth!, Surely this must

(77771 be some sort of record and proves that

n i items from back numbers of the C,D, never fade away.
l‘ te;:?&”‘% Yetter-Bag Perhaps Bill or some other fellow

the itor's ~Letie ] eollector could supply Informaticn about
a\u!.her of these mysterious 'authors',..
John Andrews who was credited quite a
nucber of stories in the Boys Friend ld. Library (New Series). 1 have a record of &
few of these, sone obvicusly based on Maxwell Scott yarns but not all = No. 300 Peril
Pit (Ferrers Locke), No. 372 Milllon Pound Secret, Nos 628 Bodyline Bill the Bowler,
No, 635 The 811ver Dwarf, No. 687 The Btationmaster's Secret, No, 698 The Secret of the
Missing Convict,

At one period a few of the B.F. series werc credited to famous sporting personali=
ties e.g,, Ho. 2l2 - Cloyne of Claverhouse by Wally Harmond, this was republished later,
strange 1o say, under exactly the same title but no auther penticned ~ Hoa 676, possibly
the 'ghosl' was Sidney Horler who undertock quite a lot of this work,

(Cannock): Am enclosing two pages from THE SCHOOL FRIEND dated 10th
» 28 It was a great surprise to sec the new character called BESSIE BUNTER.LLL
1 mnder who 1s doing this for Fleetway Publications, and whether any more of Charles
Hamilton's characters will be In denger of belng "mutilated" so.}

JOHN (Nigeria): Have now recelved the 200th edition of the C,D. and 1t is a
nagniricent number well worthy to bear the proud nurber of 200, It was like recelving
a oid year /nnual so chockful of interesting items and articles. [ also thoroughly
enjoyed *The Boy in The Corner® - hope we shall be having more of Slade socon, Danny's
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Diary 1s also a popular favourite of mine = and I am glad to see the same high standard
of the Diary has been kept up.

(Manchester): I feel 1ike a lone wolce crying in the wilderness but 1
regret passing of the modern Blske end am intolerant of those who are So happy to
return to the old stories and their omn nostalgia, Sexton Blake is indeed dead, 8o
meny people are busy delving into his past that no-one has time or inclination to give
to his future,

(Kelghley): I have read with Interest, the various tributes to Sexton
ey for my ovn part, I think that the removal of that splendid artist, Hr. Eric
Parker, as principal cover artist, put The 8,B,L. right into the rut, along with the
rest of the strip monthlies.

When E,R.P. 1llustrated, the Library stood out 1ike a beacon amongst all the other
publications. This is not to say that the New Look covers were not good, they were,
but,...they lacked the vital lines of E.R.P.

Becondly, the discontinuance of the Father/Employer relaticnship between Blake
and Tiuker, (how 1 missed the familiar "Guvtnor® =) and the Introduction of the female
element, to Say nothing of the acquisition of sumptuous quarters in Berkeley Squart.
411 these things, 1 think, helped to hasten the end. Well, the New Look Blake has
gone, but "our Blake' still remainS....with us.

H W, HII (Oldham):  Collectors! Digest = that priceless packel of pure
pleasure » in oy opinion, gets better every month, To yourself, Mr. Editor, and

your valued contributors, very mony thanks for the grand work you dos

(And thanks, 8ir, to you, and to hundreds of readers like you, who give us such
wonderful encouragenent. =ED.)

CONCERNING CHARLES HAMITTON
By The Editor

Under the title "WHERE CHARLES HAMILTON WENT TO SCHOOL" an
article by Mr. W. O. G. Lofts appears in the current issue of our
contemporary, STORY PAPER COLLECTOR. Mr. Lofts quotes from the
prospectus of one of the schools which, he alleges, Charles Hamilton
attended.

For many years there was a rumour that Charles Hamilton was
expelled from Charterhouse. The source of this absurdity has long
been lost in the mists of time. But even in the past year or two
equally absurd rumours have found their way into Collectors' Digest
office to be taken with the customary grain of salt. It can be
said that these rumours were largely due to the reticence of the
author, but, as we have said wore than once, it was no business of
ours.

.
Mr. Lofts is well-kmown to us zll as o hard-working and dedicated
research workers In the past, he has found out invaluable items
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concerning the old stories and their various suthors. He is,
deservedly, the Sir Bernard Spilbsury of old boys' books.

So far as Collectors' Digest is concerned, we have never pulled
punches concerning criticism of the work of authors, but we have set
our face against delving into the private lives of these people.
Anent this latest article, we can only say that if it stills some of
the absurd rumours of recent years, it will have served a purpose,

We do not suggest that there is anything inaccurate in Mr. Lofts'
article in S.F.C, In fact, some of the details are much which we
agsumede In my postscript to the Autobiography, last year, I wrote:
"It seems evident that Charles Homilton was educated at a first-class
private schooll." At that time, Mre Lofts disogreed with me over
that comment.

While not questioning Mr. Lofts' good faith in the slightest,
Collectors' Digest considers that he should disclose the source of
his information. Any people, who were children at the time when
Charles Hamilton was a child, must be very elderly people indeed
to-day. It is nearly eighty years since Charles Hamilton was at
school, and that is a long time. It is, at least, umsual thot a
prospectus should still be extant of the very school which the author
attended - unless it was retained for some reason by a relative.

Mr. Lofts does not tell us that the information cames from a relative.
In fact, he speaks of passing on informmation to Mr, Hamilton's nicce
for biographical purposes.

The comments of Mre We He Gill, which appeared a few months ago
in this magazine, were criticised in the S.P.C. article. We have
again contacted Mr. Gill, who is a barristere He informs us that he
had many long chats with Charles Hamilton from 1949 onwards. The
author stated thot he spent much of his boyhood in Berkshire, and
that the topography of nany of his fictional towns and villages was
taken from the Berkshire towns and villages which he knew as a boy.
There con hardly be any question that Mre Gill has merely repeated
what he was told by the author.

If Mr. Lofts gives us the source of his information - and there
is surely no reason why it cannot be given - readers can decide for
themselves whethor to accept wholeheartedly the S.P.C, article, or
whether to accept it with any reserve which they may deem fit.

Candidly, as we have said before, we don't bother two hoots whare
Charles Hamilton went to school, and we don't want to know. He was a
great credit to his school, wherever it was — and that's enough for us.

L B K IR K S




E8€9..31..

n T BB on in

You know it's allright for devotees of the 0ld Papers to belittle
the periodicals of today which the present generation of boys and
girls are reading — but we can't blame them - they cannot help being
born in this era - the same as we couldn't help being born in the era
before the last World War or First World Warl

Thus, those who were brought up on the 'bloods' of 1840-'60 -
viewed with scorn (?) the periodicals of 1860 - '60} (Boys of England,
Boys Standard, B.O.P. etc.)s Boys who were 'weaned' on these papers
viewed with a critieal eye the type of reading that was printed for
their sons and heirs between 1880-1900 (along with the papers THEY used
to read - but still had a sneaking regard for - papers between 1880 -
1900 to nmme o fews Boys Comic Journsl, Boys Friend, Marvel, Union Jack,
Pluck, Chums, B.O.P., and not forgetting the Aldine Libs}

During the period between 19001920 there was quite a shoal of
Boys (and Girls) literature - even with a Great War breaking it up with
the thunder of battle. Fathers and grandfathers must have cast a
sorrowful eye on the new papers springing up - Boys Herald, Boys
Leader, Boys Realm, Boys Friend, Gem, Magnet, Popular, Droadnought,
Nelson Lee, etcs But I daresay their faces brightened up when they
saw a lot of their old favourites still running - Chums, BeOePe,
Marvel, Pluck, U.Js, Boys Friend Weekly. ("™Not o patch on the old
stories we use to read though, old mani")

The ladies I have no doubt, when looking at the copies of Girls
Own Paper also had pleasant memories of earlier stories. Though as
we woll kmow THEIR daughters also took to the Gem, Magnet, Popular
and Nelson Lee« We come to the period now where quite a few of us
can recall our papers, libraries and comics between 1920-40 - that we
used to read and our fathers and grandparents used to view with a "not
bad - but they don't hold a candle to the papers we used to read".

But again their faces used to light up when they saw their old papers
still going strongl Magnet, Gem, U.J., Nelson Lee, Boys Friend,
B.0sPs, Chums, etce MWE got stuck into Rover, Adventure, Hotspur,
Wizard, Boy's Mag., Champion, Triumph, Boys Cinema, - along with the
papers our fathers read once - (and they still did on the QaT.3)

And so of course we come to the period of 1940 - to dates A lot
has been written about what happened during this time and only just
recently - when the S,B.L's packed inl There are still a few of the
"old 'uns" being published - Scout and B,0.P,, though very much changed
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FANOUS SERTES: The above picture comes from the popular RookuoodJ

series in which Mr. Greely opered his own school in opposition to
Rookwood.

from what they were - but hnldizﬁ their ownl The Thomson Papers are
still with us - Wizard, Rover Adventure, New Hotspur - so when we
lock at what the younger generation of today are r y We are -
ing the same as our fathers and grandfathers did all the way back to
the 1840s. "Not a patch on the yarns we used to read old mani"

It will go on and on, each generation turning round and saying the
same 0ld thing ~ so don't let us be too hard on the present day boy and
girl - I saw 2 young chap enjoying his Valiant and Knockout the other
day, just as I enjoyed my copy of Magnot, Gem or Wizard thirty years
agol Boys and girls don't alter - just the period!

*
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