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!_ .• Ii FOR SALE 
BY ORDER OF THE EXl!XmRll OF THE WE BILL MAR'l'Ill'S 

LIPKl'DIE COLLrol'ION or OLD BOIS• BOOK3 
I -- - -- -
I owms ~ POR ll!E POLWilING wrss-

J::-:-3 bound books ' l>iaaond I lm.....2i - 3 bound v:ls , 'School l E : comprising llos, 1, 6, ! and Adventure Sto ri es • each Iii th 

1 15 - 18, 19 - 24, Good Condition 1 3 copies of 3<1, Boy' s Friend , -----·---4 good condition , 
- 2 l,irge paper back 
3d, Boy's Own Library , ~ - 1 bound Vol, 'Tales of 
11.Dd 4, Good condit i on. Vyclifte 1 with 3 copies of 3<1, 
·-··---- - ·- ·- ·---~ Boy' s Friend, Good condition , 

I~ - 1 bound vol , r , "Jack ;-. - -- ---------i 

l Som end Pete Adventures• , with , ~ - 1 paperback vol , of 
4 copies 3<1, Boys Friend , J 'Pete Detective• wit h 3 copies 
Good condition , · .1 9f 3d, Boy's Friond , Good 

I . ---, condition. 

~ - 4 bound vola , 6 - 9 1:---·-·----------i ! inclusiv o, othor'lis o WI Lo_t 59, ~ _ 1 bound Vol. of 'llel son I 
lw 6J - · 1 &lmd vol , 'J.;;-;;; Loe 2d. Library ' , with llos, 82 ! 
I end Pete at School ' vi th 4 ' , to 89 inclusive , Excellent I 
I
I copies ench 3d, Boy' s Friond, I condition. ___J 
Good CODdi ti on. , • I 

I --::----i ~ - 100 .differen t copies of ! 
W 62 - 1 bound vol, ' Dan The ! old issues of ' Collect ors ' ! 
i Boxer, Caravan Detective •, Good I Digest •, Good condit io n, I I condition. 1 i 

j PLEASI CJJOTI I.OT JIOIIBl!RS, lWTAL OWJlliS CIILY il 'rllIS S'HGB. 
1- 110 CALLERS, 

I lira, I, Carpenter, 
230, Watford Road, 

ilarrolf lti dch. 
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FORGOTTE!! l!ll!ORY: 

Il>ITOR§ l 
tn4T I 

To st ir fo 1·got t ou memory 
And ,dlisper "Thus it used to bc 11

• 

A reader s ont me that quot ation n month or two back , What 
ac tu.~lly did t he poet mE>3II by a forgotten memory? For , i f it is for ­
gotten, how can it be a mmory a t al l? I s i t that our memoxy plays 
us tricks? Of course it does :it tin:es, 

I read in my newspaper that our climate is no different a t ol l 
now fra:, vhnt it used to be , \/hen it i s good , it is very good indeed 
- but when it is bod it is utt er l y wret ched - nm, said the newspaper , 
it is , and a lveys has be en, usually wretched , 

And I could hnve s worn thnt, years ago , we used to get fo r better 
sum.'?lers t hon we have hnd in recent yel.l.l"'S. Every summer there seemed 
t o be a number of heat-waves , I can even l'Elllmber the delightful 
exponent of poetry in th e ol d Greyfrio.rs Her..J.d writing: 



'!'he heat wves come, the heat wavos go 
rus is th e worst wo ' ve h:ld, you !mow. 
I ' m melting to a gra..,ae-s pot, ohl 

July . 
ile never melt to grease-spots nowadays. Is it just that we weor 

more sensible clothes than wo usod to do? Do we get the same heat 
waves now, and fail to notice tbEC. 

ilhon I wos a child I had a sl ed >du.ch I kept for yoar aft er yoo:r, 
hoping for snow which nover Mme. Only our fictional hero es seemod to 
got the snow in those dcys . ile had green Chris tmases which, according 
to tradition, fill churchyards . I ' m ruro they don ' t. Mild we11tbar 
novor killed on,yono. 

Docs our memory pllly tricks with us whon we think back on tho old 
sto ri es? L dnrescy it does at times . It \lllS eith er fault-/ msnory or 
chronic old age which caused mo to cred1 t Pentelow with Phyllis Howell 
in lost month's Digest. llnving written out a thousand times, on impot 
paper , "G, R. Snmwnys i nvented Phyllis Howoll", I would add that Mr. 
Samvays vos probably t ho delightful exponent of poetry r of orrod t o 
11bcvo. 
MORE FilJJLTY l!ll!ORIE3: 

As wo so.id i n last month I s issu e, advortisacents are welcome. 
'ihoy hel p in the difficult task of balancing the budget . ~to a 
l~ nucber of ronders , howevar, send in 11dvertisemonts wi tbout 
in cl uding their l'lllDO and nddros s . It r.dds t o tho already hefty m,mbcr 
of lit t l o jobs a t thi s offic e . 'lie rmi nd our friends that rulCIOS nnd 
addrossos crust be included , and ptiid for , with llll advertisements. 
Tre: AlfllUAL. ] 9§3: 

I prmisod thnt this month I would lift tho curtain on SCJ!IO of 
th o good things to ca:ie in COLU>:TORS • DIGEST Alll10AL for 1963. For 
Roeor Jonkins fans (llnd that must mellll everybody) the r e is tho exciting 
prospect of a double helping of roading mt t or from ono of our moot 
pop.1hr wri tors. First t horo is "FLAWS IN THE DIAJ.IOND" in which Mr. 
J erkins views Hnmiltoninnn fran a frosh allgl e , ilhether you 08?'06 or 
disagree vi th 1111 or sane of the nrguconts in this most readable 
nrt i clo, you will be int erested - Md you will Ullk about it for a 
lor.g time to come, This year (with two helpings of Mr. Jenkins for 
the price of ooo) ho turns for from bis noIT'..o.l bunting ground , nnd in 
an artic l o cllllod "MORE VILLIAH" ho givos bis own impress io ns of 
Ricbmal Crompton's lovobl e hero , 

Geoffro y ilildo turns tho spot~ht on tho St, Frank ' s sto ries i n 
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t ho Gee , This is a r.iast or l y revi ew of a r athe r nogl ect cd branch of 
ol d boyn • book l or e , Bri en Doy l o compl e te s hi s tri o of scllSh-hi t , 
fac t- J)"'ckod :ichie vcmont s wi t h "THROUGH THE YEARS WITH ' THE CAPrAIN"', 
Messrs , II, 0 , G, Lof ts ond Derek Adley come wel l up t o scrat ch wi th 
:inot he r l!lllSsivo pi ece of r esear ch work wide r the tit le "A CATALOGUE OF 
OOl·UC PAPERS", New Zealand cont ri but or Albert Wat so n turns up wit h nn 
orig:i=l idea - "Anal ysing t ho CHAl'!PI O!, LIBRARY" , Fronk R:mcock di s­
cus se s ChD.r lo s !io.r.iilt on 's School St ories . 

And tha t i s about a ll th o SJ)"'Cs for our 
giv e you r.n i dea. of the good t hi.ngs t o cane . 
your Collecto rs • Digos t Annu.'.ll fo r 1963? 

fi r3 t "tr :i.ilo r 11
• I t will 

Have you yet ord er ed 

T!lE EDITOR, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
OUR 200th NUMBER CO~lPffiTIOK 

Rarel y h..1.ve ue nm o cont es t whi c h croo.tcd so r.ru.ch enthu.sias:n .a.s 
t hc,t reproduction fro ,:, the Grey fri ars Heral d i n our recent Doubl e 
NurJbor , At l eust a hundr od r enders wrot e i n t o say how deligh t ed they 
wvro to sec it . For :JO r.w.n,y it brought hooc t o ti1cm how vastly 
superio r were the coope ti tions of the old d:1ys when comp:,.rcd 1·ri th th e 
monotonous speci.Jr.ens of thi s day and age . So poptl. ar wns this contust 
th at we sml l, as t ice goes on, reprod uce ano ther ol d t ime pu:c:zlo for 
the a t tack of Collectors • Digest r eade rs , 

The following i s t he so l u ti on of the Grcyfriars Herald puzzle cs 
written out by C, D, odi t or : 

A cill er ' s so n who had got i nt o the king 's f avour by reo.non of his 
ca t uas pre sen t ed 11i th spl endid attire by the king , Some day s c.f t er ­
wards th e cat pcrsundod the gian t occupant of a l arge c:,stle to turn 
himself in t o a r at , whe reupon t ho ca t at e him. The co t then tol d t he 
king it was his oas t er •s dwe lli ng and l :1t er the mill er' s son wed t he 
princess . 

'ibo fir s t pri ze of £ 1 i s awarde d to R, M, Jenki ns (Havant) whose 
entry diff ere d in only two pla ces from t he correct s ol uti on , 

Next in or der of l!leri t wer e J , T, Mt1nn (Ret ford , Not t s , ) and R, J , 
Godsa ve (Leytc ns t one ) who each r eceive ono of our s pecial book awards , 

* ******** *** ***** * ** * ** 
~ : C'huca .ANUa.la 1920 - 1930i Scout s 1925 - 19,0 ; u ..r• s ; 8~ • Friend 3d Libs . 
Plec.se ~ It orrers • 
.. ~ ..... !!,.'l!9!.lr., .... ).!i,~ .. 9.I\Q!glj1, .... ~ ... Y.J.~ .. ~ ...... <m:<illlii . .... l:l,ll@JI, ................. .. 
RECElVCD my POSTCIJU6 nns StH£R? Don•t throw a,r e,yi 99nd, pl ease , to Coll ec~ r. 

C • . c. .. ROBINDCIC, 7, Duesbel")' St., ,HW.., . York~ tre • ........ _.. ............... _ .. ,,,., .... , .... ,, ................... ,, .... ,, .. , .......... . 



CONDUCTED BY JACX WOOD 

A VISIT TO fflE HOME OF MR, El1iY SEARLES BROOKS 

By Robert Bl ythe 

'lhlrty years :,go, nnd that's a s obering t hou81,t to begin with, a 
yowig ma,1 decided t o visit , without an invitation , th o author of the 
stori es tha t he had ndmired over since he had discovered th e llel son 
Lee Library in 1926, 

The paper had been goi ng downhill for sane years past and now, in 
1933 th o bl ow had fall en, He hed been t old that if he wanted to r oad 
more about St , Franks then ho had to buy the Gem fro m then on, This 
youth fol t so indignant tha t nothing would do but t o go t o tho fountain­
head, as it were , and fl.nd out wey, 

Inste ad of being thrown out on his ear as he deserved for his 
cheek , ho was hospitab l y rec eived and , whilst bei ng r cgnled with t en 
and calms , was t ol d :is much as the aut hor deeced advi s:ibl e of what went 
on behind t.'lo scenes nt th e A.P, o.nd why th o llels on Lee was forc ed to 
such o.n ignomini ous fini sh , And •i. th t hat this impetuou s youth had to 
be sa t is fi ed, 

Now you do not have to be a Nolson Lee to worl< i t out tha t "ho" 
was yours trul y arrl your3 tntl. y , remembering that occasio n, hns never 
ceased t o exto l the St , Frank.• s t orie s and has de fended E, S, Brooks 
agnins t all caners , And there hove been pl enty of "comorn", 

This lov e of the Nelson Lee blos saned forth a t th e end of last 
year , as you !mow, with the Helson Lee Catalogue , and so it was that n 
f ev weeks ago I, i n the company of I.en Paclcm.'.ln, made a return journe y 
t o tha t snce house vi sited so long ago, This t ime we had been invited 
o.nd th e rc:ison was t o present Mr, Brooks with n copy of the book tMt 
represe nt s so much of his li f e , the li t erary sid o, n t any ra t e , 

First t hen , ho lives in a secluded part of llorbury in South 
London, His house lie s tu cked avay in a cornor of what i s roughly a 
l argo tri angl e , r athe r l1ko n vill1lge green , As s oon as one opens th e 
gate • one.,,t•e"1ises .that eaneone i s ObviOUS5i.. ll f irst cl ass f:1'1I'<hmer~ .. as 
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the short drive is a moss of now ars . This , as we soon f owxl out, was 
tho '10rk of Mrs. Brooks , who is a member of th o Roynl llorticul tural 
Society . Later, when our visit was nearl f over, she showed us tho 
grape-vino that she had growing in one ( l ) of her greenhouses . It 
lookod lik o tho one at llllmpton Court , only smalle r (1) . She als o told 
us t hat she had been up until 2 a .m. bo ttling fru1 t froc the garden . 
As you c:,.n realise from learning such hanely dotails , success and fame 
h.:ld not al t erod than , and make no cistake , Brooks is v ery succ essful 
in his own line . !!is books hnve world -wid e circulation. 

However , all this i s jumping the BUil a bit , as ve haven ' t even got 
to tho front door ye t. Arzyvny, hnving passed a Jll81= , ( nnr , not 
aniDru.) on our right , wo r ang tho be ll. How would wo be received? 
Aft er all , Brooks has not beon very co-opera tiv e over the p,.st fow 
yoors and go t ting n reply to a lett er we.s a quostion of wni ting . So 
Len and I had our fingers crossed . Tho result of !l,lShing t ho bo ll 
butt on was n' t vecy encouraging , ns a very largo sounding dog st=ted 
barking like mad. Resol ving to go dovn f i ghting , wo brscod ourso l vos 
- mid then a pleasant f ocod Mrs. Brooks was welcoming us in . 

The dog, having decidod that we weren' t edi bl e , made the best of a 
bad job , and becaco fri endly , Yu-, Brooks shook hnnds with us and we 
wont i nto the drswing roan , Mrs. Brooks proceoded to supply us wi th 
coffee which she grinds hers elf , 

As to tho appearance of tho room and of others t hut we saw thore 
was no osten t atio n. Apart from one or two obviously expensi ve i tems it 
,ms a roan that one might oxpoct t o find i n any ordinary hooc . 

L1.t01· we were shown where Brooks does hi s writi ng . Thi s was , in 
offpct , an ext onsion of t ho dining ro001 (a perf ectly ordinary dining 
ro co , by tho way) and to ce , c t any r a t e , it cnmo as a bit of a sur­
pri se , for t hore was nothing t o indicate comfort or a:ey of th e usual 
trapping one might associa t e with an author ' s so.nctum. First, th e desk 
on which th o typing is done , Above th o desk and ext ending alo ng t he 
entire wal l i s a win1ow with vari ous pet plant s on the s ill, sooe of 
than , according to Mrs. Brooks , rare v~rieties . The wall t o t he l eft 
of the desk fre e floor t o coiling conta ined nothing but books and no t 
all of th<n by nny means his own. At th o roar of th o desk from l eft 
and righ t a sho rt proj ection fre e the wal l s of the dining ro001 prope r, 
more books , also from floor t o cei li ng , an d to th o right a door l eading 
to th e conse rv a t o,:y contnining tho grape vi ne . 

So !i!Uch for tho topography , As to what we talked about, wel l th!l t 
i s a different mat ter . It' s r at he r difficult to record a conversation 
thut went on for noar l y two hours . In a:ey case a l ot of tho talk ~·-·--...... ,_,,_, ..................... ,-.... --... -H ..... _,_,.,,, ............. ,.,. .... ,,..,,,_ __ ,,,, .. .,,_.,, ... ,. ..................... ,, .. ,,, .. .,..,_ ......... ... 
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conc ornod Cl!ltters thnt hllvo lllroady been di scussed withi n th e jXlgeS of 
c.o. , such 11s th o reason why t ho Nel son I.co = to an om . However, 
some new it EIDS camo up which rill be of in t eres t . For i nstonc e , have 
you ever wondered why St . Froncis was chosen for the name of t he 
school ? Well t hi s i s Hrs . Broolw 1s chri s t i an =e , or r :,the r the 
faial o versio n, Frances . So when Mr. Brooks was ca.sti ng around. f or a 
nomo ho added tho Saint , and th ere you are . 

The earli es t record wo have of 11 st ory by Bro oks is as gi ven i n 
the c11tru.ogue. That i s ' Tho Iron I sl llrx!' whi ch appeared in th e Gan in 
1910. !low wo lelllil t hllt there was 11 short sto ry of about four 
thous :md words wri t ten whilst ho was s ti ll nt school , which appo:ired 
in o. mng,:izin e cru.l ed 1Y03 :md llo ' . This in fact vo.s hi s very fi rst 
effo rt to be accepted. 

Ho vent on t o t el l us t h.~t ho did pre tty much os he l iked under 
th e edit orsh i p of the onsygoi ng Mr. May. Ho admitt ed that ho found 
th u new edi t or' s re s t ri c ti ons , and dictat i ng of poli cy , irksome . .As 
a re sult , th e quali t y of his s to ri es foll. I t Diily be adde1 in passing 
that he now enjoys 11 very f ri endly re l a t ionship with his pr 03ent 
p.ibli shors and, i n f o.ot , has never hlld o. singl e at ory rejec t ed by 
th an, His , I think , is s anething of 11 record when you rsnBllber tha t 
Coll im hnvo !'lb li shcd j us t over eJ.,;hty of his novel s sinc e 1938, 
l nci dent nlly , wo l ooked through several of hi s i,anuscrip t s , and t hey 
are perf ect model s of what nn o.uthor 1 s cs s , should l ook like , fo r 
there was hardly o.n lll t crnti on, or revi si on, to be seen . Perhn?J one 
or two i n about f ive pages , but no mor e , 

When I think of what it coat s me i n porspir:i ti on and ment al 
st rain to even writ e o l e tt or , ond t his artic l e , if it comes to t hat , 
wel l it sh:lk:03 me ! 

\lo were also t ol d t ha t his boolcs o.ro even more po!'ll ar , if that ' s 
possi blo , on t he conti nent , t han t hey ore horo , He showed us SO<lO 
copi es of a Go=n edi ti on, Apparently , 1-1hen the book i s first p.ib­
li shod, i t appears both i n cl ot h and paper edi ti ons . Lat er , when 
SD.J.os hllvo sl owed down, i t i s refasuod in o pocketbook forcat . He 
al so showed us o Iutch edi ti on , which vos bound in r od cl oth vi th a 
bl ack ins et on th o spine , wit h le tt ers in gi lt , Very impres si ve ! 
Edi t i ons ore a l s o pri nt od in th e Scandi nnvi nn countri es where t hey ore 
very po!'llar , ?.boy ore al so prin t ed in Spanish , On t op of 1111 this, 
Coll ins havi ng branch es i n various po.rts of the COlll!lonvoru. th , odi ti ons 
are avru.l obl e in Csnadn, Australi a , Now Zoalo.nd nnd Sout h Africa . 

Als o of int eres t I think , i s t hv f ac t t h.> t a Gorman fi lm producer 
hsS bo1J6ht th o s cree n ri ght s. for four of hi s . novel s vi th an . opti on on . 
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qui to a f cv more . A far cry ind.cod fran his do.ys with tho A. P . 

We ll thore ' s n lot more I could t ell you , of hi s friendly '1tti ­
tudo ond his condid comnent s concerning t he A.P ., but I foor this 
urticlo is olre:u!y too long . Howeve r, th er e is one thing I crust 
menti on. One of tho last thing s he soid just before we l oft wos "If 
you wish co to corae t<, one of your meetings, an:! if you really thi nk 
that your members would be int er es t ed , I ' d l ik e to can e along . 11 You 
se e he i s b:lsi colly n vory shy mon ol though ho mannges to conc ool it 
und er o. bluff exterior . I' m sure in my own mind t hat he was n ' t a t al l 
looking forward to being i nt ervi ewed , if that ' s th e ri ght word , by a 
couple of !ldcirors . In s pi t o of thi s he has volunteorod t o 0001 0 t o a 
meeti ng where he knows ho wi ll be boobnrd ed with question:, . So when 
ho docs , nnd we're hoping it will boo t th e IW.wi ch mee ting in December , 
we hope wo shn.11 sec n good m.:uzy people fro m tho oth or cl ubs caning 
olong t o give him o right roy:il wel cc:mo. 

mnrnm BROOKES 

QUESTIONS AND .ANSWERS - PART 2 
By Uomnn Pragnoll 

not.ween m e years 1925-1929 th e 1l luatrot l<X'l3 tn th e Nelson Lee Ll bl"3l')' ccq>nred 
very t avournb l y ftlth thoa.e t n the Hagnot Wld the Ceti. 1'le drm l nga by J.rtll1r Jones 
reached th e ir peak durtng t.he oar lY part ot the Fi rst New Ser l es , t or by then the Nel son 
Lee l'od changed I ts fortl4t ond had appeared wi t h larg er pagoa , thus gi ving t ho art-1.St 
cons lderabl.Y CION acope . Al though J.rt?an" Jon es ha:l dooo a Ta,t a12)Unt or work: 1n tll e 
Old Ser ie s, !'.l.lch or 1t waa: cruc1a and tD'11C881no.tlve , sJd bore Uttl e res erit>lonce to h l s 
lnter l'Oric.. Probably ht s fin est tll ustratt ons appeared l n the Horthea t rla se.rtca . They 
were beaut lt ull.1 drmwl , with tbe ut::iost at c.ent ton given to de~ ll. J. glan ce at UW 
ftrst nld>er or the Nor thes trl an se r tea: wtU prove t.bc i,iotnt . 1be droWtng or the c astle 
showod a htgh Standard th a t was never to be beC.tored t n th e U t e of tJ\e NelSCl'I Lee 
Li brary . When J.rthur Jones retired t'rom the scene hi s place was t oken by o Nr . c . Acbl er , 
l'llo can-led on unt tl tho end of th e Pt ra c. New sertea t n January, 1930. In cony respects 
hls wort was equally as zood a., tha t or Joo.es. Rt s touch wa.s a grea t deal ll tht.er , one! 
cost ot hts characters appeared to bo tatr 88 egatnst the dork and rather heavy appeOTd\CC 
ot J ones t s characters. Nenr t holes.s, hts • Portrait Ciall el")"9 waa the los t we Mire to aec 
of Jo nes Bild Acbler . When the 8 eoond New Serles appenred wi th Nelsoo Lee•a Detect i ve 
'-Cad~ , t he lllustro tl ona were dme by Savi ll e ~e y, an:1 It was not l.l'ltll S t . F'rarie. 1& 
r&-opmed tha t the l lluttro.ttons by ICenne th Brookes awcored tor I.ho t trat ttliW. n,.ese 
wore wit hout doubt I.he pocrest ever t.o appear In the Nelson Leo. Thi St. Fronk ' a 
characters were dra,m wi th no deta il at all, mc:I wore co.c:pl et e}y OXPJ"'9Ulonless . Onb' 
Handtorth cou.ld be t denttrsea , bl' C1e"1S or hi s hair qutt r . Thi s waa: dtsapp o tnt lng to 
the read er , aa It could tn no sens e repreacnt a real rettrn t.o St . Ft-mt •s . f1\e corr 
tll'll l t)r of both stories Md lllua t ro.tl ona wu broken, nenr to retul'T4 

ln the i:il ddl t ot 1931 It was dec i ded to ghe reader • a real re turn to the ol d d eys , .. 
a t l east , th ese were th o sent t monts ex:preased by both r.c:tr,o' s earl ea aro ota and t he Edit.or . 
And "1at better Wftf to dO It than bJ' a return to Nort.be strto. !be aeries waa well 
wrtttan , - ,_1,don • t .. tbtnt. u.re cm .be an,y, ooq, l a tn t .. about .. tbat , .. - . tiu t the t llu etrct Jona .. -
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fllhat a lec.-clolml 

u nu- the.re wu a ccntra.st between U)8 work ot tno m-t.Ists, l t 1'0.S shcwl hire. 
eoc,arina the llluatn.tl ON betwven tbe tlrat and aecorx:i N<'lrtbestl' la aarJea wu Ut e 
eoq>erlna lherbet en:t ~e. It looked, too , u tt cocc>lalnts WN being eent tn. 
A " ell-knoN'I corNll)ondent, Dorotl'\Y Lemora Baber, tm.s to ld t>y Brooks that en, l et ters 
f\188f'dlng the llluetratlons hUJ.d be writ ten to Chi F.dttor , end not c.o b.111, the rwthol' 
or the stories . In talm esa to Kooneth Brookes, t t OC\Y be anld th at he , Uk• Br"OCIKa, 
real i sed that the NellOO Lee Li brary wu on the donn grodo , md r:hcrercre hDd Util e 
tnoent tYe to gtn or hl1 beat . lo.bat d id &. a. BrooU tblnk about tl.ll thla? Let oe 
quote Brook.I hlt11elt: •I do not know 1*0' Artb1r Jooes ,ea c:rClpped a.s antat ln t al'OUr 
ot Kcmetb Broc*.ea - but again that-., purely oo ed1tor18l decision , I agree wl tb 
,ou that web dol:r:lge wa, done t o the prc,er b7 the chs\{te.• 

Towards the l atter part or Ute Second New Scrtea a new Portro.l t O&llez,r was lntro-
dueed, the charnetera being portray ed by Kenneth Brook es. No doubt Brook.cs di d hSS 
best , but they bore no re., ecblanc o to r.bo llllDel we lOYod so well , Md cuat havc hs:I the 
ert ect ot mkll'll' tcn7 l oyal rcOO:ers tum to other boy's' boob. 

One con onl1 ossuoo that Kmneth Brooke s wna out or touch with thin.gs , om It 
certnJnJ.y aeec:s t.hat there waJ Utt.l e ~r:itl oo between E. s. Sro<*a , lcnne th Broc*.es, 
ard tho FAit.Qr or the Ne l aoo Lee. This aeeos quite l ogi cal when one looks at the 
111ustra t.1ons ln the •caronla.1 series, N\cre we see the Noor View g trla still In the i r 
OD all pa, despite th8 t act thac. t.hey were on a holiday adTCnture abroad . Al so Jn tbe 
ttnol Waldo serie s , we not.e U\at Melson Lee wu g tnn a a:,uatachc . 

To llEI \11>, perhaps we ~ld 80¥ that Kenneth Brode.es wns ono ot th e D'lJ\)' traged i es 
Ulat bef ell Che Nel3Cll Le<! Li brary between 19&19},. His ert orta In other rt eldt 
were, no doUbt, or t.be hlgheat order, but In the NeUon Lee hJa tllu.ltraUon1 Cl.lat be 
re garded 05 a coq,l eC.e t a ll.Ure. In our next article we Shall dtacusa the Wt rew 
J:OOths In the li te o r •Bct..em OUl"se lnl'. 

Since thta articl e wu ,rJ tun t.he wrtcer has been In touch wU.b Kemetb 8roa(.es , 
who ln a w ry co-operat ive comer hal ottered to g ive hi s •tewa: on his 1lde or the s t. 
l'Nnk'• Saga. TbeN • 1"bell aYaJlabl e , will appear ln the c.o. l ater . 

tDU: JPICQ or RC8S STl(JING HER NEq cm 
~ o!lf~~ 1!:f.c1e Wal ftr,' good Md l!l\rew1 m:I I OD ln tull egNt!Dlif'lt . Althc,ugb 
avirles Rogll ton ha.I l ong bem a t aTQJJ'ltt &1thor or atne I t.ht.rit tor all rowxt work 
Brooks ha4 htc:i beaten. When an element or ~stery ho., been Introdu ced In th e HeoJlton 
aurtea t.he ,olutlon hos U:llal).y been fai rly ob•toua . d'lcreas Broc*-s' tt,ate ry atortea 
be:,~, .core orten tban not, been a lt ttl e a,n tbought,-proTolr:fna . I l'lopei RoN Stor7 
wtll 1tlot to her gun1 • 

.JNPH'!; ~;J'::eri ltl).y that Rou Story h: a pro t eu t onal writer, en tmthorlt,:, 
on the art or •tol"7 .. 1tu1g. 8'ld to &ate thtlt the poi nts ahe haa made tn retereno1 to 
O.-le., Ro.alltoa•1 Jn®llH ;y to reach EOlllf Sear l es Brooks• perftctlon In aehool st.or7 
prHenta.t lon aN rldlculou.a ta 1q:,ert tnent . t do not mow 'fblC.hor Hr. lell.7 Js a 
qual.Htecl pqcbo l oglA to aaauma t hat •rar too CIOIV Lee mthU.1taats can-Y a onaslTa 
Int er-t or te, ocq,lu. •• • but tr he 11 not I WCU1d urg e hie to Ntraln r nio ualng DBdl cal 
Jqon em CMtfne hlmelt to t.bat are heal th:, expreu t n ll teraWN Jilllch 11 toond In 
Hacll tm' • w e, . 

Lib 80 Qll\1' .re crren, 111f-oplntonatec1 post aort.em on the Ute or fl'le Mel.on 
Lee Llt:nr7, Robert l•llY tatea l Mff or ab.tenet fr'CCl h.11 beloYod Ra=ll ton .XS flndl 
tlGIII to decide on tbl cau.,e ot dea tb or a paper he no l oneer bothers about until a 
broedslde 11 tired troa a COll)etent critic at bis r awurtte euthor. ----------·------ · 

) 

~ 
I 
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Hr. JtoUy states tha t • • •• the Nelsm Lee DJ.ght tndeed hnw surv ived m tll 19~ .· 

But t t dtd. Stories reprint.ad r roc the N.L.L. weN eppeart ng tn the Scho01b0¥'• own 
Lt ~ ri ght up to then and enn Ule l'V.GHtr Md CD1 n.lmgs t de th.e s .o.L. n.."N forced 
to s t op. Ht s augaostt on of a fall ln quality ln the stor ies ln the N.L.L. 4boUt 
1920-29 oan CfllY U:e tt0 bel ton he basn • t read ,sry ot Olis per iod for eoaa VOJY 
tnterest ln& ser i es eppeo.red at. th1 • t!DI . 

Halr lce Kutner bl aoe• the arit et J.rtrur Jone• tor lack or appe al s'ld expresses the 
poss tblllty tha t he , Kutner , m,ay have beooce a stamch Nellon Lee ton ha:t the t ll u~ 
t ra.tlons been dane by IOCebody elM . Deor oe, Haurtce, Mnn •t )'OU hllerd or Ptcaas ol 

:~o:.1~iict~n~S:~~~ ~ 1:M ~~!~ 1!S:#n;1!~J~:a:d after all , 

ROBERT WHIIW .- 1c.es: 
I thtrit Rot>ert KtllY gave o very f al r en!llffer to Ross Sto ry, an:1 pu'-1 SOOJ tntcrest­

lng po ints t o ponder on . 

1/IU.JfiiM!· lu,~ .,.,tea: e 8 beoooe oellow wtth the odvcnclng years. Whatever It ts, I Cal read 
Ross Sto ry' • optnl cn t hn t &. a . Brook.a was , or t s , a bot ter wr t ter tNll Charl es 
Hactl t.on wi thout nishing t o r::, ~Jter . .WW:, I t t s the same 1n oth er 1nstMCCS ot 
<1ttr er ln.g optnicns . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
FOR EjXOU,NCE! Sexton Blake Li brary ( 2nd Serie,) Nos. 41 , n , 401 ; Ord Ser t c,1) No:s. 
105, 1Z7, 1)8 , 141, 145, V,7 , 474, 478, sen, 5,21~ (l ncl udlng rt nal i ssues) ; exchange 
tor 31. Sertea No.s. l,:,o - 711J, es;,eclall.Y' stories by Jotl'l o. Brendon , J;.nthorty Skeoo 
( Zenith stor i es) , Coutts Brtabene fFernro stories ), Ant ~ Parsons , Donald Stuart, 
£ . s . Brooks. Will purchase tr ex:chani• un& l teble . Pl ease 1t ote t ercs . 
P. tt. JtJJ~ , •HAVIilalc»"T ,• KIRST ROAD, WJ,LTQHJ f-NA2'2':, fliSEI . 
,,,,.,,, ... , ,H,,.,.,,,,, .. .,, .. ,, ..... ,, .......... ,. .............................. ~ ....................... ""'''"•'"' ""'"""''"''''""""'"'"'" """""'"'"""'" ... "'"'"' '"""""""""'" 

~: NQSCli UE LJDRJJU£S. F'Ullest detd l la to:­

NORMJJf PRACfflU., 33 BRAE 81'Rm , LlVDPOCL, 7 • 
.... ....... .. ....... ..,. ... , .. -, .................... .................. ...................................... ,, ....... - .... . ........... ,,, .. w, .. ,., .. ,. ....... -, ........ ,. ......... ., . ..... ,,,,,,,., ... , • .,,. 

HlililliU: Clood t ooae copi es or bound vol.l.E,es c.c,ntolnlng MY or the f oll owing: 
1W1!m. - 52, 131 t.o 118 lnoluslve, 195, 205, 2J1, 2'1 , 2)9 , m . 318, 319, 353, """ · 
Z.17, la2 , "'5 , lllJ , 706, 719, 751, 752, 75}, 762, 763, 764, 809. Koat l saies between 
821 d'ld 890, 900, 921, 924, 925, 9'6 , 9'3 , 9l,O, 9la, 943, 9q6 , 949, 951, 965, ~ . 968, 
996 • 
.£Ell. - Niiny 1saiea between 400 Md 500. Na'l)' lssuea between 800 8Pd 879. / .1.ao Hoa. 
93; 935, 953, 954, 9.56, 975, 960, 984, 965, 989, 990, 992, 993, 993, 1129, 1150. 
.E!lf!!l.i,!!ji : 18}, 190, Y/0, }85, -'96, 452, 455, IP, , 474. 
-Earlyl> QMY Populars : Nos. 12 , 1J , 45. 47, "3. 

, ERIC FAYNE, ... 1 EXCELSIOR" HCIUSt,• q CROVE ROAD, . 9.1\BITOf, .... SURREY. ,.,.,,,,,.,, .. ,,. .......... ., ... ,. ........ , ...... m,, 

~ : }bgnets Nos. 829, f1'73. 875. 882, 884, 888. s .o.L. No. 6o. 

00. R. WJlSOO, 100, !AOCl1nll.D ROIJ>, GLA80CJI N. t . 

T~ ~ t.g: QTJ~ A ;; copies are still a"Tatl.alll ;- pi"tce IJ6 Inc; poat.oae . 
f~ , Is now rer 9d U 4 ' lt.BT' tor Lee coll ector s. J t wtll not bO repr int ed 
atter these ere .sold. 

Mrtt e to: -
ROBERT BL?TRE, 1') ll.LIJJHD\£ ROAD, OOUJS HIU., LCIUXJi, N.W.1 0• 
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IX) YOU R™E}illm? B;y Roger M. J enkins 

110, 45 - Mogru,t !lo, 288 - "Shunned by tho Fom" 

Doubl e numbers have a spcci:il a ttracti on fo r coll ec t ors , llDd 
those that wore i ssued just bofor o the f irst World War no·, seem to 
shin e with on added l us tr e . It i s tru e that doubl e numbers were 
p,bli shed duri ng t he war, and oven af t erwards an enlarged l>J!!lbor mnde 
an appearance once in a whi le , but thoy never renlly equal l ed thooe 
t ha t were i ssued when t he world was young. The 1913 Summer Double 
NUl:lber of th e Magnet is a typical eX3llple of t hese renowned issu es . 

The pl ot is a rel a t ively simple one . A now boy DBmed Brandreth 
arri ves, and i s denounced by Snoop as the son of th o swindl er who i s 
wanted by t ho police for defra udi ng his fath er . To stote that i t is 
Mr. Snoop who is tho guilty JX,rty will spoil no one ' s pl eas ure in 
adv!lllce, s in ce most coll ec tors know t ha t tho o.dventure s of Convict 
Snoop were re l a ted i n blu e llnd whit o days . I/hat i s of int eres t i s 
tho way in which tho juniors r eact to t he s i tu a.ti on. 

llhnrton and his fr iends support Brondroth until hi s conduct 
beooces supici ous , whil s t Snoop and Vernon-Smit h l end th e oppositi on , 
though even t ho l!owxlor r efuses to go :ill th o way wi th Snoop. 
In tere sting sideli@hts o.ro the cunni ng way in which &nt or contriv es 
to change s tudi es twic e , and th o way in which Mr. Snoop tri es to got 
Mr. Vernon-Smith t o inv os t money in hi s f inanci:il swindl e . 

Yet when :ill i s said and done , the sto ry hardly seems to be 
Me o th o l ength of th o noma.l Hai!net sto ry: thore mny be twic e th o 
number of words , but not twi ce th e number of incidents . Furt hemore , 
th ere is only one climax , and the sto ry seans t o havo been extended 
by re l ating every incid ent in full detail , instead of explai ning saoe 
happenings thr<JuBh convers a tion. Those are critic i sms which bnvo 
indeed boon lev elled "6"inst tho Bunter books . fut i t does a t l east 
explain why th e Schoolboy s I Own Li brary repri nt s o.ro moro satisfac tory 
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to road, despit e their abric181Dents: th ey contain 11 series of 
climllxes, which give a satisfying ebb and n""' to each reprint, wheroas 
th e double Dlllllbers and funter books have only one climax 11pieco. 

Finn.J.ly, mention must be mnde of tho coloured cover of Magnet No. 
288 , 11 sai~ boot containing three schoolboys with 11 bllckgroun1 of 
a pi er jutt~ out i nto the se11. It hlls no connec tion with the s tory , 
but it typifies th o sorooo, halcyon world th:lt exi sted when the double 
Dlllllbcrs were in th oir heyd!ly. 

* * * * * 
I.Er' S BE CONTROVIBSIAL 

.!!2....]Q. TllE ONE AND OllLY 

Surely tho most lovabl e ch!lroc ter in th e vholo of H.:imiltonia is 
Arthur Augustus D'Arc y, th e swell of St . J im' s . Oddly enough , he ,ms 
nevor imi tatod n t any of th o oth er llomil ton schools . I sey oddly 
enough, because most of the big lillmilton successes in cbarocterisation 
foun1 th eir countorp,,rts elsewhere as t:ioo possed . 

Gussy vns croated at the end of 1906. Ho V3S really bcliovooble 
only for n few ye"-?'8 following hi s creation . Ten yenrs l nt or he ,ms 
datod . Yet wo h&vc gone on rending nbout hira down the yonrs, and 
even te>-day wo do not fo ol thilt we aro reading of a dated charoc t or . 

By tho end of 1906 Charles Hamilton had created n lll.lll1ber of 
schools which bnd stayed for a short time and then pru,sod on . Ho Md 
no ro..,son t o think that St . Jim ' s would last any long er than the 
others hnd done , or t ha t Arthur Augustus , vhcm he hlld introduced into 
that modest littl e series in Pluck, would still be f eaturing in now 
tales fifty yo= on. 

Gussy was not la rger t hnn lif e . As a schoolmnste r I woul d 
hesitate to 80/f that ney fictional schoolboy, with th o exception of 
th o vory wicked , WI.IS lnrger t hnn lif e . fut Gussy was dated by his 
monocle , his spe ech impediment, his "fivobs" . 

Even when most of us wore chi ldren , Gussy was c!Ated, though it 
never occurred to us. Ve loved his o.ristocratic background without 
any sens e of jealousy . Altholl8h we seldom Ind five p,nce in our own 
pockets, we were thrilled to rend of s boy who frequently received 
five pounds from his "petab" . I doubt whether Gussy is any more 
dated in 1963 than he was in 1923, but I think he would cause more 
resentment to-<lay, with far lo ss reason . 

When Gussy was introduced to St. Jim's in 1906, he was roally a 
stock Edwardian charocter . Clearly be was ori8inD,lly intendod for .... _ ... _ ..... _, ___ , _____ ., __ ,_ .... __ ....... -----··"· .. - ··---- ·-"-
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light roliof onl y , It was l oN to ~lnrtin Clifford , ns th o years 
slipped by , to develop Arthur Augustus into one of the i!nmilt on 
11gre.J.ta0

• 

We were never to l d whether the monocle wns meroly of f ecta.tion or 
whether Gussy w:is defective in tho sight of one eyo, lie can accep t 
tho t Gussy hlld one woolc eye , for though ho was fastidious , he wns 
novor :iffocted , 

But tho monocle heavily datod Gussy, Nono of us , I would wager , 
ever saw a school boy wea.ring .:i monocl e on .J.ccowit of weak sight . 
For th e past fifty years, I would imllgino, no sch ool i n t he country 
would nllov a boy to at tend wG.'.lring a monocle, Yet , to us, Gussy 
without hi o mor.oclo, would not be Gussy nt :ill, In the pos t-war 
stories, Charles llllmilton pl cyed down tha t monocle , Thero was but 
li ttl e ref ere nce t o it - but wo old-<,tngcrs must nlwnys hnve sonood 
that it wns ther e , 

The speech impediJllent dated Gussy oven more t hon his monocle , 
yet so much of tho gentl e chonn of Art hur Augustus l ny in thnt speech 
impodimunt , To-<l.'.ly there is much in speech which grotcs horri bl y 
upon sensitive nerv es , but actwil speech impcdiJllent i s almost unknown 
in nom:Jl youngst ers , 

Martin Cli fford developed Gussy frc:m th e stock dudo of tho 
earlier stories to the siJ:lple , ld.nd-hcnrtod youngste r who wns one of 
roturo ' s gentl aacn in the fi nest sens e of th o expressio n. In almost 
evory story of St. Jim ' s over wri tten Gussy played his part , nnd he 
st!lI'I"ed on oountless occoaions in i.nmJmerab l e groat stories , In 
many ways I i n certnin ci rcumsta.ncos, Gussy served Martin Clifford 
every bit ns well as Billy Bunt er servod Fronk Richnrds , 

Tho story "Bought Honours" i s a cl nssic among school stories for 
ovary one who hlls ever road i t . In t his story , th o simple Gussy wns 
persunded by tho c,mni .ng Levi son t o cheat in nn ex.am. I t is an 
unfo rgettable episodo i n th o St , Jim' s s~ . I t was Gussy ' s 
connection wit h 011 vor Lynn which placod the Schoolboy Pug seri es 
omong the Gem' s greatost . So often Gussy ' s simple faith - somotllll<'a 
cisplncod but always endearing - brought th o l ump to t ho t hr oat . In 
lighte r mood we r ecnll Gussy and his chequebook; Gussy adopting n 
donkey i n t ho bri lliant litt l e "D'Arcy Mrucl.mu.s"; Gussy going to work 
nt vnri ous j obe, and al vnys rl th hilnrious results ; and Gussy I'\lilD1q! 
nvey from school run taking refuge in turn e t Croyf ri ars , Rookwood, 
and Clif f !louse in a sori os which is na delight ful to-<!ay as when i t 
wss wri t t en forty years ago. 
- · Gussy V llS undoubt edlz the gro3 tcs...!_pioco of chorac t er E"~~ ---

,· 
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at St. Ji.e ' s . Yet it was Gussy who inevitably dnted St. Jim's . But 
it was a dati ng which , in nzy viow, t he roodor neve r really noti ced . 

• • • * • 
DAVID NIXON GOES TO GREYFRIARS 

Olvid Nixon , one of the moat like able pers onali ti cs on t elevi s i on, 
jo i ns th e cast of t he lwl t or show in th e Wes t End this caning 
Chri stmas seaso n, With the intriguing ti tl o of BILLY BUNTER MEETS 
MAGIC, th e pl ay , which opens at th e Sh..~f t esbury Thoa tre on December 
23rd , would seen ass ur ed of success . 

Dtlvid lli.xon plays a conj urer who can do wonderful tri cks when 
he is all alone , but finds things begin to go wrong when anyono el ao 
is present , A.Di when Billy lwl t er hnppens to be pre sent - \foll, 
inngimtio n boggles, I n rec ent years th oro have boon " f ew cl.nor 
gnm,bl es because th e Groyf ri ars chums spent Chrisbn.:ls abrcud . This 
yoo:r thoy arc in good ol d Engl!Uld - a t a lo nely pl.nee in Cornw:ill -
and suroly many hearts will w= spontruioously when we say tho.t t he 
pl.ace has been romod POLPELLY, 

Peter Bridg omont, "ho was such an out standing succ ess lMt yoo.r , 
onco ag:,in play s Billy lwlt er, When he oaets David Nixon, who pl oys 
:, conjurer who hns a mil d flair for vi llai.J\Y, things really hnppon , 

Lost year tho Billy Bunter show, though it did the bost bus ine ss 
of all th o Christn'.ls mntinee shows, was hard hit bY th o weathe r. 
Another bad seas on woul d moan the end of Billy Bunt er as a stag e 
attra ction . Let us hope fo r good weathe r, nM gi ve the llho\f every 
su pport in our paver , If you = di s play a bill profi t:lb l y , l et us 
know here at t he Diges t Offic e , :ini we will send one to you . 

H:lke an onrly ·:,ppoi nt men t to meet Billy lwlt er :'.Ind the Greyfri= 
chun:s , not forgetti n& lir . ~ elch , when BILLY BUNTER ~!EmS MAGI C a t 
the Shaft esbury Thoetre . Mor e novs of the show in future i ssu es of 
Coll ectors ' Digest , 

• • • • * 
SUPPLIERS OF HAMILTON' S PLOTS B,y Derek Adley 

Onoe "8'lin it uas n pl.e:i.aure to re ad an arti c l e by Roger J enkins 
in C, D, - I refe r to ' More News from Rose Lawn', It WllS ind eed · 
in t eresting t o r ood about Charles P.Dmilton' s hoore and noighbourhood , 
an:! not e that Rogor f elt t here wllB li ttle to suppor t th o i dea tha t 
Hamilton was ever supplied vi th pl ots f or ~ s t ori es , 

( con tinted on p,:l80 18 ) , • .. _ , ..... , .. _, ______ ........... , .. ____ , .......... , .... _.,_, ,, .... ,.. ............. .,_ .. _ .... . 
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~ at Pearl Robbel"Y. That 1omd1 lUc• the tit le or a 
story 1n tht Union Jaet, but t t lln't. In Jul.J of tht a year a 
t1r. Hayer bought .->08 menUtcent pearl.S, worth £1JO, OCXl. lbef 
were ln a morocC() cas e , ,rapped 1n cotton-woo l and tl 111ue paper, 
ano thi s cue waa placed ln a sp6Clal 'M:IOden box fllhtch waa nailed 
oo.i. The boz was 'lllf'apped tn blue paper and th e mal l parcel 
sealed wtth red wax, each seal beln.a lt.aL:l'ed wU.h n capital 
•t11. nae parcel wu re gtatff'td io 111 adm"eu 1n London, 
bUt tlherl It erf'ITed, apparentJ.z tr1t8:l)ered wtUl, It COf'r" 
t aln ed onl.J J.uq,a or qar . 

tt,e p0U ce ban Jun a:>lTed Che .ctfster)' ana the 
crtclnala are going on trial rcr thin . What a IIOOderM 
real-Ute 1to17l 

Both UM Cec and th e Nagnet ban been tlr s t clau 
th i s t'.IOOth. The rlrat tmgnet story waa • Th.e Sneak'• 
Rennaee tn Rblch a ne... c~ cu t er natJ8d Herr can, COD& 
to Clre}'frtars, and Ute Bouncier end SklMer conducted a 
f eud agatn,t him. After thot, In a tale n4Clld •The 
Oreytrtars Heral d, ' Fllher T. Ptsh .C.arted a jwi Jor 
mgazt ne at th e IOhool . 

But t he cont h ta qu i te cet1>ratlonal tor ~ tlnal two 
stories. In • oace to the Laat' the Bounder wu gated by 
11r. Cpelch,. but he still went to pl07 In a foc tball oat.ch 
at St . J l c.t a. When Hr'. ~elch focnl out , til e Bounder wu 
e,;pdled . The MQUel to th.la •tory waa •Th e Vanl:11.ed 
Bcho01bo>'9 l n whtch the Bomder , rather thSl be expelled , 
bJd hl cae lt In the n.tlned tower . E'Yentuall.7 Hr. O,!tl ch 
tound hie ther e , but port or the t °"'11:r re ll M &Y end th e 
Bounder aoved ttr . Quelch•s Ute a t. t.be rllk or hla o,n. 
I "11 keep th e N la.s t tllfO tticnei.a rcr ever . 

J. new Oemon otr ahtp , the L.2. , was on trtal near 
Berl tn. I t caught t Ire • the envelope we.a destroyed 
l natentJ.y , and t he al.Dost bare al.uctn h z::i tram t ell to the 
groond. The 28 oen on board al l l o.at t.he lr Un a. the 
L.2. wculd hon been th e ttnut untt In Cemmy ta aer ldl 
n eet. 

Mun hod J.n• ers one deY this conth. She 11 Inter­
ested ln a new hospital serial • Tbe Angel of th e W8.l"'d9. 
It ls n 17 dracatt e. 

l1'Y brother Doug 11 absoluteJ.y ruthl us md r1eret1es s. 
It ~es :ae qu it e sad to tlltnk or MY chap r e tuslng to 
ahofl nercy to hi s own brother. Re had proctaed t o tek:e 
ce to Drury Lane to see •s eal oa Orders" end t waa l ookl n& 
t orward to It very w ch. But he d l c2l' t tmte oe , owing to 
a plat'U:1 1 harmless littl e set of cine . 

Doua; oft en wears a strt:IJI hat, ftlilch h e cal 'b h i s 
ooaur . He "eara a black c<:rd, ,t)lcb ta screwed on to 
the back or th e bet, and the other end or the eoTd 11 
rast ened tn h l a bUtton-ho l e ,, Tht1 t s In ease the fflnd 
bl Cll'I ott bis hat. 

Doug and I wen walk.lnt:. tnd Dtlenl1' we ciet hla old: 
n ame, Freda. A• Oouc W811 about to re.tat his hat to her, 
I eculd not raa l at putting m,-hand at the back and l erklrc, 

DANNY. 

"QUICK; eur-ct.ui 
(A~ ................... . . 



DIARY 
the cord. Ot cour• • th • hat lhot uprl&ht on tn11•• bted. 
f'Nk:la c.acltltd lUct a hM , bUt Dote woa n ry Rr>' • Ht told 

m I ban lkdt hta tll t 1-..cbtnc •tock or ht• trt encta. He 
,aid tba t not ht lW:>Ulcll'C. \like m to Onry' 1.sl• - 8l'ld hi 
dtcm•t . 1boush I be&&-1 hie wtth tears In~.,.. • • 

Howvnr, Dad toclc: tt.11:11 one nentng to thl Adelphi to Ne 
•Tht 1trl troc Uiahll, a malcal 00Dld1 'llllll c.b 
atan"ld Fa:uncl PQ'rlt ancl PrtTUla O&N. 

1bt Ptlf'ln1 Popular s. u.aotl.1 «M year old t.ht• 
oonth, end Dou& bou&ht m a copy . I th11* 1 t waa 
hb oonacl4lflCt . In ch.l.rcb 1 Whl,p t red to hta that 

st. Kerk wouJ.Q')• t havo te1' callee agalnn ht• 
brotbl:r , 111'112 Dou& hlaHd back that St. l1.ar1t dt cti•t 
hon a brottwr 1 lkt ce . But i.h• nen <Say" be 
bou&ht CIR t.ht Penn¥ Popular . 

It contained • n ory et,ou t tbt St . Jtc •• 
parUs:ienc. cal.led • Told by TelEC>honl". The Sexton 
Blake -.cry wu enttUod •In th • c~a Docaln'I . 
Hr. 1.lnclsq, llbo la a Btztcn Bl*• a.nc:.all , t.ol.d DI 

that tt. epp e0l"9d tn U\e Unta:a Jae& In 19(13 °"""' It 
was called •sexton Blok e In Bmm-'. What an 
ameztna brain Hr . Llnaaay oast ha'ft l 

JC.w,.t ON th e county crick et c::ihllq)l ona th l a year. 
t WOWCI rather 11.te t o be a oount.y crlck t ter "1en t 

...... vi,. 
The Geel Cortes , wbo.t a cx,nt.h& Onnd t ol u . 

Thi rlr et. WU • 1.t the EltVU'lth ROI.D"9, md It 

nlat.4Ki bow ttr . Latbec wu a CIOl'I who ff:Udlod old 
fOHl la. (Not U'ie 2IJ.con ktnd . ) Toa Hiff'7 WU 

aent..encod to • tloe&ln& ln tble •'°'7 • tiu t Cuaq 
lo.WCI h~ 

'T cm Herry Nl no~ wn, a monkey Whl ch Tom Herry 

MYod troci a cn11 1 can who had atolm thil conltey • 
..._L Dlagrace to bla Hw ... me.a a &::er"Yelloue c.ol•• 
J.. n• boy n-=-ct I CM:11 Rao cs:,e t.o St. J 1.D' •, end h e 

bad • •t oten t quorn l with Toa Keny . tt all ea.2 

ri ght In th e Uld. • str a i ght u a 01.- wa1 the 
ato17 or LlM , o new bootbo1 . vf'lo tell t OUl or 
Lrtllone -11 tour were JKnCSerlUl tal es . 

T0111"art11 the 9rld or U>e-CIClllth there wu a trol n 
cralh In a roe at Waterl oo Jtnetton on the South 
£oat.em & ChaU\em Rallwoy . ffle 7.}2 tnl ln trcx:i 
Elr:era Dxi ran Into t.be back o f "'1t 7 .35 troa 
Sladtheatb . Thre e people "8N killed, .-Mi t:Wl1' 

lnJurod . 
OnC! night Che tut tN1tttea bumod dolll'I. a 

pav l llon belona ln& to Brtatol Unl w r alt Y, at Cood>e 
t>l naJ,e. The undergnda ret.alla.t.cd by WNtoklna th e 
,u f trag ettea• e.Q. In Queen St.ran I.be next day . 

I have hid a rau:t>or or Coal e cuts thte 111)1'1.th. 
1:t doHn• t alt.er IILICb aa um coea b7. 'f oe , tbe 
ftc« oi or L~n Han, 1• st ill on U. f ront PG&•, did 
t.ho tt.tlbeJTY rlattlica on t.ho back. I na t do aro 

:ff" ME · AND'"CUMB I " ....... _......,&-. ..... ,.._, 
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Wo:Uas. the Wal ter , PSllJ Pancake, the coot, and Harold Hazbeai. The storJe, _... 
ttart.Jn·Ste tl and hi • 12 clrl detectives, 1'be Rid Rover, , Rhlch Is a rootball atory, ..a 
a n• serial oallld • c;a&eer Street'. I ~· a 80ft Jl)Ot ror Coote cuta. 

The Q.aeen Eltsabltb, • fi ne MW BrJtl lb battl elb.l p, hQ.s Ju.at been launched. She 
ls a pioneer In QM1 "8)'a - the rlNt to tiurn oil onlY, r.o a,unt the new 15-lnch I\Sll , 
to bl c,eclall.7 &n:rJUNd 1111atnat aJr attack, and t.o have,ll'ltl - aJrcratt suns. 

On Che nlcht ot October 27tb theN wa1 a ctreadtul tlulderstora l n South Walea. 
two peopl t MN tilled and 1even ln1ured, and an enon:,ous aa:Mlt or d8tl8Ce oone. 

1 hon for&heo Ootll for hl1 dreadtulne u . 1 thlnk 1 t !a onty rl Ght to return 
good for nil , IID 1 • c.r,1,- to be ver,- ldnd r.o bin. It la t:i, birthday next month. 

HAMIL'IONIANA - Suppliers of hilton •s pl ots (continu ed from poge 15) .. 

Whilst I do not want to cri ticiae th e nrticl a I would like t o ~ 
confixm th!lt Hnmil ton definitely ~ supplied plots from time to tim e 4 
by n number . of people , I would like t o l ot readers know th:lt this 
is not just nssumption so here nro the f nct that I have, 

Although I have not oat mony boys story authors, I h:lve over th o 
past t on yonrs or so had correspondence with sover:u hundred nnd have 
nll the l e tt ers M3tly filed , Going through th eso l etters I find 
thAt I can =• six men tlmt supplied !lDJn1.l ton with plot s , I f eel 
thnt if I = name six suro ly th ere . coul d have bee n others , 

Tho famous lmltor Court se ri es VllS vr1 ttun in droft foxm first 
by a well known Fle et Street chnrocto r !l.'.lmOly iledley O'Mant, Another 
figment of O'!!ants imngination WllS the St , Jim ' s series '!be Schoolboy 
Aixman featuring Angol o Leo, 

Kenneth Newn>:Ul who was revenled llS a subs titute writer nlso con­
firmed t hat he va.s po.id a fee of three guineas for f!Very plot he 
supplied for a Creyfriars or St, Jim's s tory, 

Famous for his editorship of the Union Jack , ii , W, Tvyman also 
supplemented hi s income by turning out llnmilton plots, and i t is 
int eres ting to note Mr, Twymnn•s own words: "\le were all required to 
feed Hamilton with plots , and of course it ' s not to be wondered at 
t hat he needed it, considering hi s outp,t , • 

Two others I can name here ll1'e L, E, Rnnsaoe and fomer A,P, 
director Reginnld T, Eves, 

La.st on r:,y list WllS not surprising in my viev for s ur ely he would 
be the one to have lll!lde the policy decisions of the Magnet and Gem, -
c. M, Down so long ed1 tor of those p:,pers , 

I have deliberotely left Jllr, Down until lost oa he said that it 
was not detrimental to llnmilton to be supplied with plots for it would 
hove been impoesibl e to have kept going for so long wi tluN.t a. CODSider­
oble a.mount of repetition unless fresh cinds were brought in on the 

plot s , ---··--- ---- - ----
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I think Kr. Down sums up quite nicely vhen ho says that no one 

else would have written up the oo plots as Hamilton did for i t is one 

thing to think up a plot Dlld another thing to wri te it and hnd these 

stories been wri tt en by othe r vri ters they oould never have captured 

the re.>ders in the some V3/f • 

(EDiroRIAL NOTE: llo foel it proper to odvise renders t hat articles of 

t ho type of Mr. Adley' s , print ed above, must be received vith such 
reserve as the individual reader JiJO¥ think fit. lie sey this, not 

because vo doubt the informtion given in the articl e, but be=se 

oeybody .E2l!l&, if he felt so in clined , claic to have suppli ed plots , 

now that th e :>uthor i s no longer vi th us to oonfinn or deny the 

stctecents . 
In our Mo,y issue , our "Let ' s Be Controversial" contributor vroto : 

"Thero is nothing belittling t o Mr. i!amilton in thi s . These plo t s 

would hove been nothing vi thout th e skill of a brilli o.nt writ er to turn 
thoc into littl e mnstorpieces ." 

'1'1nt, suroly , must be tho vordi ct of us all . Authors glcnn thoi r 

plots froc nl l sorts of sources , nnd a = vi th a gigantic weakly out ­

p.1t noeds :> phenanenol m.a:iber of plot s . '!here con bo no doubt at o.11 

that lllll§.i of the plot s were th e author• s own.) 

* * * * * 
By John Trovell 

'nle tucl nat.lon that a boys• publt c.ntle11 c., ua 1rt upon thOH or us 'flh) no l.Onler 

reaard ourseln1 as~. and even Mn eoce d1tt lculty tn Noallln& tbose dlatont. daY•, 
Is a trltl.l t.e tndH d to u,e t.altnt. or a i:m ,t:,o obYlou.tly lwed and reaa.rded wtth prtdo 

the cbarac:t.tN he created tor U\e dell &flt of so Dlf'l7 oJre.ra. 
Thi eentu., or Charl 11 HaDtl ton -, nne r CIOl"t ewaren t than tn ibt t'ncntt. parttculerlT 

dUrl ng the per iod t roc 1921 to 1937 , and f ortunate Indeed were thoH or u, lllho aide the 

ocquotntance or the 01"Q7frlar ' a acene (l.u'"ln& tho,e Years. 
What a aaatc endears ua .t ill to tbt ato rt ea or an 1Cll&lnary group or 5Chool boya , 

att encllnc a rt rtl oloua achool wh>, rar rrca talll na by the WA)'l 1de, have thrl'fid and 

tlCU"l.shlN:I, to entbral • .., to:.1a.,. To attcr.pt to W'IOllu tbJs appeal ta an absort>l na 

aIDJ•ct and no doubt baa befl" the bo.als or mn.J a ll n l.y dtbe.ui between HacJlum admrera . 
Cod>lned with the llJJ)t;rt> lllust rotlons or Leonard Shi eld s , tht cNdt blUty of tho 

DIJr\Y Md Tarled oharacterl that graced the KB&net PfllCI waa a prim rac tor In Its l on& 

end IUCceHtul ur e. 1'hete ohanoten "'" so Tl't'IClly end I IRCONlY portn:iyed , b7 boUJ 
mt.hor and artl1t, they 1nrlu1noed: our youthful U na . Wt .., In the Feaou1 F'tve t.hi 

ccunte rpart of all w •J ibed io ac.blff t , a seat tor ad'renwre , prowesa at IPOI"', a ,ense 

or l'U:lour, eolt>lntd 11tth a btU e r Jn t atr play' and tht trhqih or rli,tlt. Tbt ""1'Ql'd 

Sounder , an ob1t lnat.t Wharton, a roolt ah Coker, ne n a ca:kUah SklMer WON tec lltar to 

u.s 1n real lit e , and added to the a,ppeal or so 11811 Necnet ept.odea. 
O\a.rle, Hcc lltcin • • abtlt t,¥ to creat e I.he tq, reaalon that thl Nadtr wu parttctpa ttnc 

ln tht aaYen~ .xi drsla , wu lh •er artla c..r,. In COCl)8IIY with Karry Wharton & Co. • 

stroll Id onr Cow"tfteld Cccccn, In Cbt ~ID ~tdg e tllat f ro. a ttah t wt th Ponaonbr 

to a act tln& 11ttll a bD robber ..auld Na.alt. Dropped t ree the Clotat•r wall atter 
ll &hta out , to I XPff'lenct tht thr111 or dt O'tna aJthortty , wtUl the ( continued on Pa&t2 1.Uu 



Conducted by JOSEPHINE PAcro!AII, 27 Archdnle Road, 
East IW.wich. London, S.E,22 . 

'SINGLETON FOUND' vos n Sexton Bloko 'iri te rl 

B;y 'i. O. G. Lofts 

'io.J. to r 'tiobb i n the September Bloki.nna seeks t he id entity of th e 
well known writ er 'Si ngl et on Pound'. Frall an off icinl source I can 
say that he wos none othe r than Oliv er Merl and - the Blnke Library 
writer of the charac t er the '!'OPPER. 'inl t er , should know this 
gent leman well enough, withou t myself going in to detllils - as he once 
wrote a t length about him, the main characte ri stic th at one will 
nlvoy s remember, thllt Morland liko Gussy - wore a monocl e ! 

Al though Oli ver l';erlnnd hns not as yet been proved as having 
writt en any Sexton Blake s t ories in the UNION JACK - i t is quite 
probable t hllt he did oo, nnd his nane will be no doubt di scovered in 
ti.Cle . Readers will be int eres ted to kn<lw, tha t I hope, giv en reason ­
able timo to solve all the remaining myste ri es of aut horship surround -
ing the UNIOII JACK and other pflpero . Alr eady , I know th e offi cial 
i dentiti es of ' J ohn Stanton• and 'Herbert Chan:lro s ' who wrote i n the 
U.J . pri or to Blake stories becoming a regular feature. All these 
facts - plus fresh information about new authors discovered , will bo 
presented in Blaki nna in a aeri es entit l ed 'SEXTON BLAKE - "UNION 
JACK" - OFFICIAL DlPORllATJ:011' • 

* * * * * 
'!'RE CASE OF 'ffiE fMi'l'Y COFFIN B;y Tom Hopperton 

So you are enthered togeth er to mourn the pflSSing of Sexton Blake 
nnd so , with a marked and more than Mnrlt Antonian diffi dence , come I 
to epenk in Caeear's funeral . You see , I think you aro a bit belated 
in th e obsequi es . . I paid my sentimental tribut e by buying th e last 
two copies of The Sexton Bl.Ake Library, but any toors I had to drop on 
Blake • s tombstone were shed maey years :igo. 

In W\Y case, hie pflOSing is not really a matte r for the OBBC. It 
falls within th e province of th e Commmi.st Party, for Blnke i s clearly 
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the lnt es t victim of .American Imperielifll!l . 

Frank Richards officinlly disclaimed nnti - Americanism . In 
priwt e he l apsed into cnusti c remancs about how the Americnns had 
vulgarised everythi ng (his worc!sl) nnd when I said that in nll the 
thousands of title s in the Dillie Novel Club ' s ca tnlogu e there did not 
seem to be a single schoo l sto ry, hi s reply was more or less: "What 
else can you expect fran such an unculti vnt ed bunch?" 

"Vulgari s ed" ap tly sums up t he situation . Everything is reduced 
to its cru:lest and rawes t t o make th o maximum impact on thoir appall ­
ingly wido marl<et of intellectual eunuchs and near-illit e rates . 
Hozo.rt gives wey to beat music: She ll ey ' s Ameri cnn he ir s ore 
Ferlinghetti <!lld Ginsb erg: in our own fiel d , t ho boys I stories which 
woro a stepping s t one to literatur e havo been almost des tro yed by that 
abcmineb l e export from the U.S . A. - th e all - in-pi ctures comic book 
engine of illit era cy. 

Blake bas been shifting his ground ever since he was born. He 
began as the ha 1pency Sherlock Holmes, a palpable crib , and as t he 
p,rely inductive and deductive s t ory had limited scope in the callow 
marlcet a t which he wns aimed, he was edged over into u fascinating and 
effective blend of thrill e r , deduct i on and bizarre charact eri sat ion . 
This reached it s psak in the ' twentie s I and if the s trumch Blck:ians 
would only s earch th e ir souls th ey would probably find th a t llhnt t hey 
aro really lamenting i s not the pas s ing of th e name but th e los s of 
the peculiar atmosphere which was Bl:lke a t his most eff ective - the 
wonderworld of The Union J ack some forty years 880• 

Yet this atmosphe re , gripping as we nov regard it, could not keep 
The Union Jack wavi ng, which was its real and original home. It paled 
visibly during th e 2nd seri es of the library I and the 3rd moved 
furt her from tradition until we had t he melanch ol y spectac l e of the 
Blakians desperately striving to delude tban se lv es tho.t t he oow look 
in s a,e way deel t with the Sexton Blake and Tinker of cherished manory . 

At th e riak of raising Mr. B.oker•s t..nperature, it seaned point­
less to r<move Blake from th e c ru shing competition of the picture 
libraries only to shove him into pal try herrl.n!M!ut te d pamphlets so 
obvi ously and pathetically poor rel ations of the papei,-backed book. 
There n:ust sti ll have been a fund of goodwill in th e name, and if it 
was worth saving a t all, the only WOif was to give Blake a oow- new look 
model l ed on Mickey Spillane . 

In spite of Blake' s univ ersity education (or educations) , his 
medicnl degree , his mixing wi tb t he hi8hest 1 am his casual display of 
mastery in .. all sorts of subjects from Black Magic to Chinese ···-- .. ··-
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sanitation , he remai ned comple tel y nnd wivaryineJ.y unsophistiC<1ted , 
The devotees of James Bond, who deriv e a snobbish vicari ous satis ­
fac tion as they inrti cipat e in his hi @b livi ng :md impeccably U 
standnrde , would look down their noses a t BlJlke as th o sort of chap 
Yi th 23" bottoms to his trous ers, who would meekly acce pt South 
African sheITY and never know th o diff erenc e . Blake had to find hi s 
lll!lrkot runong th os o who buy t heir suits nt bton • s with nary n hanker 
af t er Savill e Row, and ll(H)no should know better than Fleetwe,y th at 
hero th e cus tccers have had their brains boatcn out by the Americans , 

A littl e random sampling in a chnin li brary vill s how tha t th ere 
i s a cuch heavi er tumov er in Ameri can crim e titles than in Engli sh , 
They are a ll reprints from which tho weake r sis t ors have been weeded 
and most of the se ri es show an almost unf ai ling standard of t echnical 
competence to back the novelty of the th emes and settings . The 
ranke r rubbi sh i s be i ng p,shed on sale or return int o every 
newsagent' s . The p,lp i,ags , with oi@bty 11" x 9" inge s for 1/6d, 
dwarf the Engli sh librari es , The Confidential Detective type with 
j:llot ogrophic covors di spl ey busty blondes who are ww.blo t o ge t them­
se lv es murdered unl ess th e ir skirts are a round th eir waists . Tho 
art-cov or jobe sandwich dete c t i on between war s tori es with a l echerous 
slnn t and vic e exposl!s and rely on !!!or e busty wenches, thi s t ime of 
asso rt ed hue and without aey skirt s at all, generally torturing or 
boing tortured by J nps or lbz i s , By the way t hey insist on jonming 
~ · ... into the ti tl o and their general apprc:1ch, they seem t o bo 
despera t ely r o-ru,suring th ei r reade rs of a perhaps doubtful virility , 

By th e til::e a youth hoe road a fow of eithe r th o bet t er or th o 
wors e of those iaports , what is th e use of trying to i nterest him in 
anyt hi ng lik o the atmosphere of Tho Union Jack? Ve blithol¥ acce pt ed 
that every timo Scotl and Yard was fl= oxcd it r nn i n despai r to 
Sexton Bl ake , We rev elled i n our favouri t o moste r criminals and 
wai t ed with our tongues hanging out for t he next appearance of Mr, 
Reece, th e original Big-h ead, Zenith t he Albino who shoved Ceo th e way 
to whiter than whit e , and Waldo t he Yonder Man. Here , I con for once 
scoop Bill Loft s by gi ving you on excl us iv e re l ease on the origin of 
'ial do . He was moulded on that Li ttl o Jim in th e poem by Farmer who 
sai d: 111 have no po.in, dear mother, now, D.it, oh; I om so dry. u The 
l ad who, ne Fi shy would have pit it, has cut his eye t ee th on tou@b 
priv at e eyes and Capone-lik e master c riminals would deride than as 
incredibl¥ naiv e , 

Besides , Bloke is on aus t ere p,rit nn, unmoved from aso oti sm by 
even th o most glsmorous of !ldvcnturessos and when ho was lat ezy nmged 
...... ------------------... ...... ., ___ _ 
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into feminiM soci ety it vns dis ti nc U y reniniscont of Harry ilharton 

and Marjo ri e &zo ldin o, It is obvious eDOU8h thnt re stro.inod 
.&moricruis l.iko Fran ces Crone enjoy only a modern t o suc coss : the r ecord 

s:uos are notched by such blood end guts, sox end sadism , booze and 
locbory mongers as Spil.l,ln o , 

It is the r e:iders vho lnv e tri ed to keep Bla.lm static , The J.,P, 

and their successors hnvo never hesitated t o modify him as they fol t 
i t necessary , The fomula for anothor successful trnns formation 

soocs cl enr eno1.18h, but , fran our point of vi ew, to what end? It 
would only sharpen t he di laana confronting th e ol d st,igors ,mo have 

ste.yed with the oov look , They vore ri8ht in accep t ing t hat if tho 
nDOo of Blake Ind to endure he h!1d t o change , vhil o t he more he chnnged 

tho l ess ho remained the Blak e to vhich th oy cl eaved and th o great er 

thoi r '1is sntisfoc tion. 
The 0011 l ook vas o vi shy- voshy ca:ipra:,iso which only nibbled nt 

th e ed;ies of tho probleci . In spit e of i t, or rnthe r i>o=o of it , 

iilnko , or vho t vas left of him hos nov had thrust upon him the f1n:u 
dogr.,dotion of being superseded by comic books about pr i va t e eyes o.nd 
spoca:,e n, Tho saddest thing of all is to sec our fri ends who kne v 

hie at his best keening at his voke : if they would only lift tho li d , 
thoy would soc the coffin i s ec,pty , 

* * * * * 
Soxton Bl alco - "UNION JACK'' - Offic i al Inform :,ti on 
.!!.9.a.J.. by W, 0 , G. Lofts 

I would lu t e to be classed as o typicnl J ohnny Bul l o.nd s:>y 'I 

told you so ', but folio~ r:,y ro cont revelation of yet anothe r eutho r 
who wrot e Soxton Blake stories in the OllIO!l JACK - the Rav, Herbe rt 

Escott Irmnn (Henri Garrock - "Tho Sllllko" - Sorice) , 1<hich confinns 
once "8",1n both Derek Adley nnd my own sta t e:iont in the 1959 C. D. 

l.nruru. ' thot m,my aero now au t hors vill be brcught to light should any 

official OllION JAaf. li s t be brought to light ' . I om moot please d t o 

snnounce th at quite a gr eat denl of new infoxmation has boon glooned 

fran offici"1 s ourc es , ond rather thlln give all tius <ID.to in one 
article I propose t o so do in o se ri es , and to also gi vo 119 much gen 
os poesible about the nev authors discovered os h!lving proved to hove 

written o Sexton Bloka s t oey. 
FirsUy , in onslfe r to two re cent queri es which hove croppod up in 

BJ.old.ono, I can confirm and infoxm Mr. s . Gordon Swen of Aust ralia, 

thot OllION JJ.CX No. 69 entitl ed 'S exton Blake 's First Coso ' wos wri tten 
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courso was t ho author of '999'" 

In answer to Wal to r Webb, tho MmC of Geoffroy Alldrow Murra.Y .,,,.. gi ven on official dllta I hnvo personlll l y soon rol.nting tc records 
kept of tho authorship of Sexton Blo.ke Librnr-J and Union Jack sto ri es ho had written . Sevoml autho rs t hat I hnve oot who knov him 
pcrsonlllly vhon ho WM writing i n th o 1920s - hnvo told me tha t ho vas knovn tc than os Geoffroy - whils t I bel i eve that tho son of Honry St . John Cooper told :,c thnt he was known tc him as ' llick;y' (he had a 
personally flUtogT<lphod book fro:, him under o pon name of his 
' Nicholas I sl lly ' ) but llS Wllltor has provod thn t his rolll name was 
Andrew llic hol oo Murray , I accept it llS binding , and it vill bo ent ered in to our record s . I t is difficult tc understand wl\y he used ooch 
vnri a tions of his Ml:lo, but it was 11 well knovn fact t hat Murrny woo socething of M eccent ri c ( due to o type of contnl illness) in his 
l as t years , o.nd I t hil'lk thnt in th o circumstances vo need not dwell 
on it furth er . 

UNIOH JACK No, J49 dnt od 18 . 8. 1906 en t itled ' Saxto n Blake ' s 
Rocoooo' was vritt on by Chnrl es E. St , John Pearc e , when it ms 
pr eviously boon ns9\ll!lod by roey tc have boon penned by Arthur S, 
Ho.."'<iy, 

"Do you know Chru-les E. St . Jo!ln Pearc e" I asked an old odi tor 
fri end of cin e dovn Pleet Stre e t roc onUy . 

"Of couroo I know lw:i" was his reply . "I ought to as he in fact c,.:,.rriod my secre tary" - "vhcn I was running the SC!iOOL."RlEllD :it 
Fl eetw:iy House . "Pcnrce was i n 1923 odi tor of SCHOOLGIRLS 0-•~•, o.nd once oskod ::io to help lili> out fo r 11 yarn ho was doi ng for FOOTBALL 
FAVOURITE, aa he was not well up in England ' s National win t er gomc. • 

Writ er of e:i:iz>, boun<i books , th e first in 1882 , C. E, Ponrc e nt the turn of th o century wllS n prolific vrit or for boys '1Jld gi r ls -
.Udine liys t ory Novels - Aldinc Novels - M:lscot Nove ls - th o Lloyd 
pl blic:,t io ns and librorics , apart froc writing f or the R, T, Evos 
group of papors - ' Champio n• 1Tri UDph1 otc . 

Probably hi s bost work was a bound book in 1924 entitled 'Unsol ved Murder Myst eries ' proof that ho was not only well up in cri.ce , but 
quite c:,pable to wri ts a Sexton Bloke yarn . Charles E. St . John 
Pearce died before th e last w11r, and so probably o full complete list 
of al l his works will now be never known, though it is more than lik ely that other U,J. Blake stories ccoe l'raJ his pen. 

Other official dote which r enders may care to vri te in t heir 
records o.re as follow; ( continued on pogo 28 ) •• 



Heettng he)d Awro.U 27th 
Holidays tock heAYler f.OU U>an usual Ulla oeetlnc as onl.1 .N:Vcn cet'btl.N attended. 

It was a pl easan t w.rpr l ae to weicoce Joe tta.rat on trcxt Bi.rtm however and he brought 
apolog ie s tree. Jahn Tocllnson, attll on tbe sick 11~ Ho Pl"08ror:Ele had beoo tt.xed ao 
aft er cl.nu tea had been read , we settled dolJln ror a genercl chat en old boY•' boOka 
mt t e:ra. We dlscussed th e llkellho<XI ot th e earlier •HagneV' storie s be i ng republished 
ln •Loot: and t.eam-. This waa very welCOD& news and aocietbtng to l ook r oiward to 
though on9 or two i:,ert,ers wen not eo sure that the se would be 81\Y lt:1>ro"t'ecent on tbe 
lnst rcprtnta ot Rookwood t n th e •Knockout'. J eek Bellttel d J)l'OdUced a very good copy 
or Jo seph Parts • •Collectors Ntscell.eny" which he had obtatned troc Bill Kart.In• a 50.l.e 
recently. This started ott o dl acusalon on Blll Hortin met hls collection. Then 
t>ook.dhops tn generol and the pl easan t hours we had all spent t n such ( and se arch.In& t or 
thee) . .ii th eN was no quiz ttxed, a quiz In the 'Collectors N19Cellan.Y' was t.ackl.ed . 
lt wae oostlY Se.xtoo Blake l ON end CJOre dltttcult than the U8U8l sort . The Secre tary 
hec1 ooat Bnawers but qu ite a tew were beyon,; htm even. Duri ng retrestr.ents th e rattle 
WM held a,d J ae& BeUtt eld was the wtnner •Ith a Bunter Bock as ttrat pr i se . The last 
tnst el.J;)ent ot Jack Corbett's arti cle In 1947 c .o. Arnaal ,ea read by TOJ:1 Porter end the 
en nl ng closed with a read.Ina tl"'OO a St. Jt c • s s.o.L. by Jack 3e lltleld. Thia fea tured 
Saggy Trt c:ble and Cl arenoe Tort TQtl*.lna. 

neet tns 0019 on gptUf94Y, 14th 8£PtRer, 196}· 
The attend.once ror our Sep t ect>er ceet l n& ..,,.. well below avcrti1 e , aooe regulars 

betng absent beca.iae or t¥>l10.n1a. m'lcl Ceny .llll80n , wlth tt,ra end 11ollY, had cone acuth 
to attend the meeting at Hatdatone . As cha trcan Ceottr ey Wil de polnted. out, It wae also 
very W'IJsual ror another rea.aon - all the t.en cerzt>ers presmt were caleal It DJ.St be a 
wry long tloe s inc e we had a r;,ect tng wit.bout my aeti>irs ot the f air sex be i ng present . 

Fon:inl bu:;lneas wu cut to o. mtn l Cl.ll'l,Md t.hen Jack Wood s ave u.a h i s nea ot tbo 
mnth , the cbl et it.ea belng P. c. Woelebouae' a new t>oc*. Nu t Fm Hancodt go.1'0 n t4l.k. 
Nllch he ent t tled 'The School Sto rtea or Charles Halll lton ; SOQl! retlectlon .s on looking 
baok; pou l bl.1 W'lta tr,' flllch dealt 'llflth th e atorlea, characters, dev i ces ot plot, ete. , 
dOllll the year-a. Necben fomd tl\ 11 lntenattna , not all agre e t nc wtt.h some ot the 
l'tewa: expressed, and there WM a llveJy dtacusalon on several poi nts . 

OeortNy Wilde took onr with a cocpetl tton he had dEivteeo Jlttilcb 1%10lt ot us found a 
pretty Stitt test. He gave ua a short sentence or phrase about a schoo l or choroot.er , 
Sld we h8d to dev i se a Short myme Of' coupl et t.o tit I t. It waa pretty bard aotng , but 
wtton Geort reoo out his e,'l:.9Jfer s It all aouncted very eUY ar'KI Obvl ous l 

We then had the uaual Interval tor rctreshcmt.s , wlth Jock Allison ottl clattne ,-ery 
abl,1 In the absence of the ladles, and the second halt ot th e c:ieettng wa.s enti re).)' 
devoted to a reading by Jack Wood ot a Oreyt rtar s story, 'How Horoc e Coker got hta 
Ra ::ion,• th e ep laode eboeen b7 Jack relating how Cokerts tcrDtdabl e Aunt Juay came to tb e --- ·- .. -,. ........... ._ .......... - ..................... _ ............. --............ _, .. ,., .. ....., ............ .,._,, ... _ .. _..,,..,,. .................. . 
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acbool end persuaded a re l uctant Dr. Locke to £ 1TII Coker hts NDOve tl'OCI the Shell to 
th e f'ttUl. A.mt Juct,1e t o lth In her dorltn, 6<':-oci?, ll1ld tho 'ffll" she overcs,a tho 
Heaci•a obJee tt on• , Dade YeJT enterc.a.tnJna Uatanlng. 

1bla toot u.a on n lct l.Y to nine otc JCoill, wbm tile oeauna tomtnated, rather e.aru er 
thm uaia1. 

Nen meetJne, ~. 12th October. 

r. RANOOCK - Hon. sec. 

f'roc Lonaon•e Vtctorlo Ste r.Joo rm-eoourt ,. C"n Sun:la.r, Scpt.ect>er 15th, )0 cez.t>tr1 
end trJ end.s l et\ by coach bound tor J1ald.s'°'1e to a t und the President • s cee t tn&, A 
tln e IUCQel" dey , th e Journey waa: delt ght rul with m fntenisttng bUzz ot conYertot l oo ol l 
the wa, cto.t , aut>Ject , I ahould eun:il se , old bQJ's 1 books. 1.1:lOngst the occupanu ot 
\h8 coa.dl were Gtn7 , ttyra n Noll¥ All l aon ot the Nor-them cl ub and Chnrlea Skilton , 
Uw tt rat publisher or tlle now f SCJOU• Bunt er books, We wen nry ple.ued to haw these 
l!altora with us, On MTIT!ll at th o Royol St ar Hotel , l'btdatone , tho Part.¥ W:s3 
wtl.001:led by John WernbalD, cur wort.hf Pres ident; wtth hi i:a were Roger Jenklna and Eri c 
t.o.wrenclil, Proceoatng to th e oak rooo. or tb8 hotel, the party pertook ot an e~e llEl'lt 
l wich. The aattoo l7 pri nted 081'1.1 can:r, were proYtded by the Pre .stdent Md t he f ront 
pnc;e w!IJI graced by en excell ent dr'81rtn& bf c. H. ~ Cuen or honour wu Nl u 
Cdl th Hood. Af t.er l W\Ch Don Webstt r propoaed Ule t.oaat 10l d Boys ETel")'Where.• The 
reaponder to this tou t "81 CierTY .C.llt son. The Pre.shkmt proposed the t out to the 
guesta and Charlea Skilton rcp lt ld. A trul.Y ~ le occuton. 

After lunch the par"t,J boarded th e coach for the short journey to John Wernhoo• a 
hOuae. Here t han .:ia a roaD d11Pl a tng th e oollect t oo 110 tar aued) l ed or the f'rttlk 
Rlchanl•' DUSeuc. Another rooc Md been set lllld e tor the iwo lt bl"'a.rlans, Roger 
Jenktn s and Bob Bl,ythe, to dtspenae their wares t.o th e bc:rrowers. Later on t o t he 
maetl ng ro oo where the attendance had been lncnBNid by th e tl)ptort:nc e or 11ll lteent 
L.¥18 end he r brother f'rulk Ltcbe . Qla ln:nn 8ob BlYthe "'looood one Md .,11 Sid then 
ott er the usuQl r omat ltt es , alnutes , corr-eapondooee, r tnaneta.l report , u r.-ar tons• 
report, Btll Lot ts Nfldered another or hts art lel ea t'rom the Ple etwaY Publ1 eatl on1 house 
r:caztne , on D•J.rcy. Thls together 1'lth a tumroua reacttna: by Roeer Jcnktn.s t roc a 
•Hagnet•, )'t ar 1933, woa greatly enjo7ed b7 the Cot1)£f\1. As e llght rell er from 
HocJ.ltonta, Cel'T)' All llCSl eonoucteci his Coclc Paper Quract..ers Q.Jlz.. Wtnncr Len 
pecmen , secood 8111 Lott.a, thi rd Don Webater . Elltllnat<:r QJ.tr., key word • ceroo~ "9.4 
jointly won bf Ct l"T7 illtlOr'I an:t 8 111 Lotta. Len ~ wa.s th i rd . An exeellMt. U>ll 
followed, ttra. JohnYiftlaC md her led1 helper pourtn, tea tree the lftl'&e teapot 
es:partlY . Mt.er t ea there wca a o lnei:ia show, two eme llent ru .oa, one or eeenes l\Nrt 
F'rdlk Richards WBS portlWVd plua <lrarrtngs by c. H. ~ ooc1 the other a tU m cJeallng 
wi th the elwl.a:Jna places ot Greyt r lara t or e short- ttc» by BIUy efld Wally Bl.l'lter. 1.11 
Jniereattng spectator or all these proceedings wu 11111 Edith Hood, housekeeper to Fronk 
Rtchard1 tor ao C!lflY 1eans. 

All too soon c.me call on r Md lt was a hawY' p~ who boarde4 the coach t or th e 
return journey booe. 

Sunde:,. October 20t.h• t s th e <Sat-O ct the nert cettlng, aodreas 35, Woocllx>u.at Reed, 
~ e, Londm , E.11. 'P'tlone HARyland 17J7. Ho.st,: Reuben Sld Hr.a. Goda.an. 
Ktrx11Y tnton:i It lntm:ltng to be prese nt . 

UNCU: B!lUJ.111N 
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M!!ttng held S!r!9!\Ie Bjpt&W: 7th: 
HoltdaY"• eaasn tnt.ertered with the ar.t.enc1Mee "11ch ... bdow ueraa•. 
The rtnanctal staiec•n N.:I by tbl cha~ tndlcac«I Cihat .. an tttll aolTGnt 

and It au t tlt that .. ltClUld I I.kt to U3I aom, ot our aa-plu, cam to lqwon t.be 

11......,. -~ 10< M)'tlltns to oell - obe11>7 
.tmng tht CCl"Nsponclonce nre li t ters rec tlftd troo Tea Pori.er. Alf Hsism , Fm 

CBM llnd Don Webster. Ntce to hear h'al abeent trtEnda. We ere hop ing to ooet .90CII 

ot thee again tn th e near tutuN. Arter the bU1tneaa Noman Pnignoll 1.-n ua a reeding 

tree a 1960 c.o. ot en aoc<Ult or a London me r.Inc att ended bJ fUcb:ml Cra:l)too ' • 
w1111az::i ~ his aanc. He uwn tnt.roclJCad a quh llbt ch waa 9IOfl b7" Wal ter Pr ichard . 

TO f 1Dllb up bt l)l"Opoaed Uw IUbject for dJa<::UHIOl'I 'llhlcb .... ba.,ed a, the b.-i e flts , er 

oUMnrtse , or tbt oorTH:pondQnee colUCll 1n tbe Ne lam LH , ln which E. s . !rook.4 lnYl t ed 

crtttcha and tdeu troc bJt Nooert. Would 1:btl ha-n t>enotU.ed the tt.,cnerl 
tbls wu Non:ww,.t a night and a.a uaual It paued too qu lck)y . 
fttt nut aevt tng, lllbl ch 11 the A.Ci.N. , ts on lwlday , October 13th, 6.o prcq)t . 

BILL IIIHl80R 

'411 extreml.1 aood atten:ls1ce m flllr.::lq , 8 ept es.t>tr 19t,h, •&S a ple.oatng ocon tor 
'lllhat pronc1 one or t.be club• 1 CX>1t ID.Jo.Jebl • ceet t nga. 

Nc:t>en ~ bapw to •lOODt ac,alD JClbn Co.rdtner ard Don Barkneu llh> by tb e l r 
tntl'llal~ are conrlrotrw our orl&l.Dal opln1on that thlJ "1ll be .,alued addltlons to our 
cll'Gl t . 

Chairman 81d 8!:l'f,b opened Cbe cee tl rc at 6.JO p.a. and le t ~r• tr'OCI our trtonda 

here arw:1 abroad wt re nad b1 tbO Menltal'Y • Fl n t 1nttnattng n8'M lt ea Cm:18 trom New 
Zealn ? la Jack l'l&rtagb fO> Hnt detan1 or hi• lat.eat aooop at the sale or U\O 1att 

Bill 11Art1n•• coU ect ton - aJ..o troa thla part or tbt -,rld lt ,.. plea,tng to beOl"' tree 
Geott'reT BarTl90n 9llbo ,... .. 1t1.ng tor detail• o r clut> Dld>t:l"'I here . 

Blake entlala 1aau NN caiend tor u letters troa Jo1l1 Pacla:ul brou.ght tbe news 

tmt the Sexton Blake C&tal.OIIM la "ell wlder 111111 *llat r roa w. J.. colleotor GQJ'don 
8-.an '" he.er that t.heN ts a •trcllr& a,yeaent to brln& beck Blak t & co. Thia "as turthlr 
contlraed. bJ Viet.or Colby JIM repc:tted t.llat hla letter ed'Yooattng tb o uae or Blake t n 

otber pubUoatton1 put out by ttae n. eeiwa,y Hc:iu..o bad been IOCOl'ded a courteous repl.7 . 

kClfl Rod.Cam brougbl. u, thi ,... behind the naa froo bla part or W ..orld . 

Free Harry aroau.r es1t u. pcpular ' NttJalette r- Ind thO ooCEJent.s t.here l n sparked 

otr _. t nc..ro.ttrc dlacu•tona , prt lcul.t.rlT "hen tbl mr l tl or the ' hant-oe>Hr9 adlool 

ac.ortea '"'rai• lUcbarda anCI Broou c.aae under tlN . Bill Hubbar<I, WbO 11 si eb an ard ent 
•.1,pporter or the f on:,er, "Ill bl pl eased t.o ht ar tlMl.t hta arttclos cme In tor t&'Tou:rable 
t'CJCalnt aa t.he ID(IClbera t elt that <Uacualon In tbt s r teld dl tl nl telY had a pl ace In c . o. 

Letten tl'OII our rr1 erx1 BUl camer pl.la an .tnnce copy or B.P.c. No. 84 apuitliild 

otr a l'Vbal battle , tb11 t l ce on th e mah dl1CU.asect tt'•tff7 or Cbarlu H11Jnt.on• 1 1.-17 
1Cb:>olda7a. Host .u>tr"a bK1 penonal uperltnces to eontr- lbut.e concemtoe tti e 

aurerent at tltudH here an:t onrseu t.olllnl• one ln Nlat l Ol'Llblp io C1M•1 old school , 

end lohl1 dtacuuton , f ollowed by lett<.ra trom South .Austral.ton coll ector Harry t1attbews 

n Artlllr Holland ' • allllqa tnc.enatlnl, po~ I ot ne111 8l'k1 .,,en ooc~ t id tbe Nit 

or the nensna. 
Tbe rtnal battl H re tbl old eobool tie e tc . wre w11ed tn tbt local oorr ee lhOp 

llhrN lobe: aoothJna lntluenoe or Um ec,reuo enab led DBllben to cool dcMs'I bero~ 
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oecting concJ.Dded ot 9 • .30 p.c. 

s. p;.n; - Hon. sec. 

HAMILTOOI@.- ttognot l1osrtsa , ~ tt lnu i'\J (t'Ot.) Pfll:t) 19) •• 
~l headoctBounder os a coq>cnton. Pulled our boat up th e gletc, l ng Sarlt tor a 
fort,ldcJen pttn t c under the oak on Popper •s h l and , llf'ld Celt r.lw dlscey at being d l r 
&OYCred by an trac.o Blr Hilton . Evoo winced at n well descr.od •sur rrocc HCN'Y 
Slla.lel Quelch. Such W'&S Md st ill l"ffla!ns c.he Hm11ton spell , and fortunat e Indeed , 
~ tho se ot us WM can torget the :rears. tum badt the clock , Md dc ltght or.co core 
tn the edVentures or those l mortal characters cre a ted by on In.spi red a.atnor Y4\0 
p:-ovldQ(I tnt _c.og1c o r Nagnet Hesoertsc. 

BLAKIA!lA - Sext on Bloke - "UJIION JACK" - Offici a l Info ma ti on 
--- {continu ed froo page 24) ... 

U.J. ?.o. TI . "On th e Tra ck" T. G. Mnitl ::m 
8 1. "l'he Occnn lle to ctiv o11 E. A.. Trcct on 
91. "The \'l.crd.or Det ectiv e" E. A. Treot on 

%(JY~ 
ln t e res t ing lt ems frOC'l v' 
t }i.e Edit o r ' :, ~J: t t ~r~ B, ~ 

LEXtWID H, AU.m (Bourneoouth) : 1 was 
IX>St tnwrest oo and pl eased to reoo 
lnde f otlgable Bill l..ofta' .90lutfon to cy 
tm year old l'nQUlry about the ldent.tty 
ot 1Cherles Wcntwort.l'I'. Surol.,y thla 1111st 
be sc:J:Je sort or record and proves t M t 
baelr. l'lll:tlers or the c.o. never fade •IXI• 
Perbapa Bill or sore other rellow 
collector could .1uppl.y t ntcn:nt la, about 
Mother or these ct(at er toua: • oothors t ••• 
John J.ndrcws M o was cred i ted qulte a 

rarrber or atort es tn the Boys Friend !ti. L t br'nry (New Ser l es) . I han a record ot a 
t ew or U..e , sx,e obvtoual.y ba:Jed on l14Dell Scott yarn, but not oll - No • .300 Peril 
PU (FerTe.rS Locke), No. Y/2 Hlllton Pound Secret, No. 628 Bodylt nc 8111 the Bowler, 
Ho. 635 'lbtSllnr o..,nrr, No. 687 n,e Bta tl orca1 tert 1 Secret, No.~ The Secret ot the 
Ntn tnc Ccm1.ct. 

At one pertoel e tew ot t ho B.F . aeri es wero credit ed t o ts.mus sport ing per sona lt­
ttea e . e. Ho. 2f.a - Cl oyne or Clavemou.se by Wally Hs:r:iond, th ta wn.s NpUbltsh od toter, 
ltnll8• to a,q , urder exactly the amo title but no author cenu oned - No. 676, s><>Hlbl.y 
the •gbo.,t ' was Btdney Horler Who uooen.oot Q\.ltte a lot or thts r,ork. 

'S:tflff ~~t S:rfs:1:1~,t;:=: =~ r ~~ ~;~ ~ 1.'iT, 
I wcnier Clo I• doing thl • to r r 1eecwa1 Publi cations , Md WN!ther tJ11Y CIOr& or Charles 
Hamtl ton' a characUrs wtU be ln denger or bet~ • rwtllated" ao.t 
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Diary ts o.l• o a popular favouri te or mne - and I SJ glad to see the SM& btgb IUndard 
or the Diary baa been kept up. 

?:e~~~~:n:;•~':r~~ ~;:/: :a1~:0=t~1:0::: :.a~~:OI 
rowm to tbe old ato r tea and tbolr OIID nostal,£1a. Sex ton Bl ake l a indeed dead. So 
msfG' peq:,le are busy delving Into his put tbat ~ e bla tt oe or lncUnatton to s tve 
t.o hl s tuturc. 

~r~ e::'10:)~~ ra;~aaU:~!n:!i :e~1~e:::'::,:.s~Ertc 
Porte.er, u principal conr artist. , "1t Thi B..S.L. rleht Into the Nt , along wtth the 
rest or the strip txinthltes. 

When E.R. P. Illust rated , the LlbrGI")' stood out U ke a beacon e:x,nest all the at.her 
publteation.s . Thi s ta not to Sf/ that the New Look covers were not goo::I, the.y were , 
but . ... they lack.ea tbe Y1 tal Unes or E. R. P. 

Secondl.¥, th e dts conttrwance or t.hc Father/~lcyor rela.ttonshl p bt:t.teen Blake 
sld Tinker, (holir 1 12taaed the f81llllar •Qrv •nor9 -) and the Introduction or Ulc teoa.le 
ela::,ent , to sa:r nothi ng or the ocqulst tl on of su::i>tuous QUG.rteni tn Berttel ey Squcre • 
.All these things , I think:, helped to hanen the em. Well . the New Look Blak e has 
iOOO• tut •our Blake' at.Ill N!CID.tna. •• • wt121 us. 

;re~ w~~n (~~~~on.°:!1~:~i:r
0!::; ~~ pr4~= :i~e~~t ~~r . aM 

yrur valued contributors, Tel")' ::J1SJ7 tllllries tor the gr~ Werk J"OU do. 

( And uw,,u . Str . to you. ond to tuxlreds of readers U ke 7ou, 1'h\o g ive u.s sueh 
wonderrul encourageoen,. -m.) 

CONCERNil1G CRARLES liAIIILTON 

By The Editor 

Under th o titl e "Wl!EllE CHARLES HAMILTON mrr TO SCHOOL" nn 
artic l e by Mr. lf . o. G, Lofts apJl"ars in the current issue of our 
cont emporary , STORY PAPER COLLECTOR. Mr. Loft s quotes from the 
prospectus of one of th e schools which, he al l eges , Chnrl es Hamil to n 
att ended. 

For many years there was a rumour that Charles Hamilton was 
expelled from Cha.rterhou se. The source of thi s absurdi ty has long 
been los t in t he mis ts of time . But even in th e pos t ye:,:r or two 
equally absurd rumours hnve found their wey in t o Collectors I Diges t 
office to be taken with th e customary grain of salt . It can be 
acid that these :rumours were large ly due to the reticence of tho 
author , but, as we have said more thon once, it '""' no busines s of 
ours . 

Mr. Lofts i s well-known to us " 11 as a hard -wo:rid.ng and dedica t ed 
re senrclt worker . I n the inst, he has found out invaluable items 
---···- · .. ·- .. ---·-·-- .. ----· ··· .. ·-·- ---.. ·---·-............ ,_ ..... _ ...... 
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concerning th e old s tori es o.nd thei r vari ous authors . He i s , 
dese rvedly, t he Sir Bernard SpilbSUly of ol d boys' books . 

So fa r as Colle c tors I Di8es t is concerne d , ve have never J:Ulled 
p.mches concerning cri ti ciflll of th e work of nuth ors, but we have set 
our face agai nst delvi ng in to the pri vnt e liv es of th ese people . 
Anent thi s la t es t arti c l e , wo C311 only say tha t i f it st ill s some of 
the absurd nmours of r ecent years , it will have se rved o. p.1rpose . 

Wo do not sugges t t hllt t here i s ru,;ythi ng i !l.!lccur a t e in Mr. Loft s ' 
ar ti c l e i n S. P.C. In fact, san o of the dotllil s are much vhich ..., 
as sumed. In my pos t sc ri pt t o t he Autobi ogrophy , las t year , I lfl'Ote : 
"It se oms evi dent tha t Charl es Hamilton was educ '1t od a t a first-c las s 
priv a t e sch ool ." At t ha t t ime, 1-!r . Lofts di s :,gre cd wit h me ave r 
that comment. 

lihi l e not ques ti oning Mr. Lofts' good f ai th i n th e s li ght es t , 
Coll ec t ors I Di8es t consid er s tha t he shoul d dis cl ose th e s ourc e of 
hi s i nfo= ti on. Any peopl e , who were children a t th e t ime when 
Char l es H:ll:lil t on was a chi l d , must be ve ry e l der ly peopl e i ndeod 
t o-dcy . It i3 noo.rl y eighty years sinc e Charl es Hlll:lilton w:lS at 
school , ruid that is a l ong ti mo. It is , a t l eas t, unusual th!lt o 
pro spectus s hould s till be oxum t of the very school which t he auth or 
att orxicd - unl cs 3 i t ,,ms r otninod f or SCX!le I'GllSon by a rel ativ e . 
l'.:r. Loft s does not t ell us th at t he i nfom at io n Ca!i OS fro c a re lativ e . 
I n fac t, he spc;:lk,J of pass i ng on i nfom a tio n to Mr. Ho.o.ilton ' s ni ece 
for bi ogro ji,i ca l pur pose s . 

Tho comr.,~nt s of Mr. ii. H. Gill, which appeared a few months ago 
in t hi s magazi ne , were critic is ed in the S. P. C. art ic l e . Wo ho.ve 
"8'lin cont ac t ed llr. Gill, who i s a barri st e r . He i nfonas us thnt he 
hsd mw,;y lor .g cha t s wi th Charl ea H:imilt on fro c 1949 onwords . Tho 
au thor sta t ed thn t he spon t much of hi s boyhood i n Berkshi re , Wld 
t hat t ho topogrnphy of t'.O.ll,y of hi s fi cti onal t owns and vill nees was 
tok en fro m the Ber kshir e towns and vil l.nges whi ch he knew as a boy . 
Thorc cnn hordl y be any ques tio n thct Mr. Gill hns merely re poot ed 
what he was tol d by tho auth or. 

If Mr. Lofts giv es us tt ic source of his inf omn t i on - and t here 
i s surely no r eason ~ny it cannot be giv en - r eaders can dec i de for 
thomsolv os whothor to accept whol eheartedly the S.P . C. articl o, or 
wheth er to accept it w1 th ocy re se rve ,du.ch t hey mey dean fit . 

Candi dly, ns we hove said bofor e, we don I t bot her two hoot s where 
Charl es Hamilt on went to school , a rd we don ' t want t o know. He ws a 
gro a t c redit t o his school, whorev er i t was - Md t int ' s enou,!h for us . 

* * * • * * * 
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You know it's .allrlght !or devotees of the Old Pnpera to belittle 
the periodicals o! today which tho :iresent generation of boya llDd 
girls are reading - but we can I t blome th• - they cllllllOt help being 
bom in this era - the ..,.. aa we couldn't help being bom in the era 
bo!ore the last World War or 1'1rst World Var& 

'lbls, those vbo were brought up on the 'bloods' of 1840-'60 -
viOV8d with scorn (?) the f"riodicals of 1860 - •oo& (Boys of Engl and , 
Boys Stnndaro., B.O.P. etc.). Boys who were 'weaned• on these papers 
vioved with a critical eye the type of reading that was printed for 
their sons and heirs between 1~1 900 (along with tho pe.pors .ml used 
to read - but still had a sneaking reanro for - papers between 1800 -
1900 to lllllll9 o f evs Boys Comic Journal, Boys Friend, llo.rvel, Union J ock , 
Pluck, ctnm,, B. O.P., and not forgetting the Al.dine Libs& 

nu-tug the period betveon 1900-1920 th ere vos quite o shoal of 
Boys (and Girls) literature - even vith a Great liar breaking it up with 
tho thunder of battle . Fathers and grandfathers must havo oost a 
sorro'lflll eye on the nev papers springing up - Boys Herald, Boys 
Leader, Boys Roolm, Boys Friend, G•, Jlaenet , Popllar, llroadlJou.ght, 
llelson Lee, etc . &t I d"1'6Sl\T tboir faces bri8htoned up vhon they 
saw a lot of their old favou.r:l.tee still :running - Chums, n.o.P., 
llo.rvol, Pluck, U.J., Boys Friend Weekly. ("Not a patch on tho old 
stories vo use to re:id thousb, old lllllnJ") 

!!he ladies I have no doubt, when looking at the copies of Girls 
Own Paper aloo had ploosant memories of earlier stories. Though os 
we wll know _mm dau;ibters also took to the c..., Maenet, Po:pilar 
and Neloon Lee. We come to the period now whore quite a f ev of us 
can recall our papers, libraries o.nd comics between 1920-40 - that we 
used to road and our fathers and grandparents used to viev vi th a "not 
bad - but they don 't bold a cnndle to the papers.!!!!. used to read"• 
But aenin their faces used to ~t up when they saw !!!m old pe.pars 
still going stro11g& Jlaenet , Goo, U.J., Nelson Lee, Boys Friend, 
B.O.P., Chums, eto . D got stuck into Rover, Adventure, Hotsi:ur, 
Vizard, Boy's ling., Ch!Dpl.on, Triwopb, Boys Cinmn, - oloug with the 
papers our fathers read onco - (and they still did on the Q.T.&) 

And oo of course we oomo to the period of 1940 - to date. A lot 
hos beon vri tton nbout what happened durillg this time and only just 
recently - when the S.B.L's pocked in& 'l!lere are still a few of tho 
__:old ·-· boil§ p,bliahed - Soout and B.O.P., though Yery ruch ~ 



:!f.OUS SERIES: nbove picture canes frau the popular ood 
series in which Mr. Greely opei:.od his own school in opposition tc 
Rookvood. 

f:ran wh!lt they voro - but holding their ovnl The Thomson Paparo aro 
still vi th us - Vizard, Rover llM Adventure, Nev Ho~jlll' - so when .l!J!. 
l<>Olc at what tho. younger genarntion of tcdey lll'8 readl.ng, vo are thliik­
ing the """"' as our fntbere and grm,dtntbere did nll tile voy back to 
tho 1840s, "!lot " potch on the yarns we used t o rood old manJ • 

It will go on :ind on, each gener11tion turning round and 8'\Yillg tile 
same old thing - eo don't let us be tco ha.rd on the present dl\Y boy ruxl 
girl - I env a y0<q chap oojoying his Vnliant end Knockout the otber 
day, just as I enjoyed my oopy of llagnot, Ge or Vizard thirty years 
agol Boye and girls don't alter - just the periodl 

• • • * ...... • 
ldtttd tllr £rlo r.,ne, Excelalor Houae, OroTt Road, lurt>ltoo, 8'ffl.J, 
Duplloat.td bf rcn. DupUoetJ.nc l9"tou, 12a ftle lbllml••• Yark. 


