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BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTRIX OF THE LATE BILL MARTIN'S
LIFELONG COLLECTION OF OLD BOYS' BOOKS

OFFERS REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING LOTS:-

{IOT 68 - Bound V;ol. "Schoolboy's
:0wn Library 4d," containing 3 Nos.
{- 43 & 51 (Frauk Richards) and 234

10T 75 - 4s Lot 73, but 5 copies
by Martin Clifford Nos. 144,240,
250,258 and 259.

(Martin Clifford). Excellent conds

IOT 69 - As Lot 68 but 3 Nos. -
245 & 247 (Frank Richards) and 356

10T 70 = & Lot 68 but 4 Nose —

(0. (:onq%?f"tm):mgmellent conditione" " "40 Toose coples of

107 76 - As Lot 73, but 3 copies
by various authors, Nos. 82, 216
and 3804

"Modern Boy's Good condition.

312,315,378 and 381 (E.S. Brooks).
Excellent condition.

10T 78 - 80 loose copies of
"Modern Wonder', Good condition.

10T 71 - 4s 1ot 68 but 3 Nos. -
321,324,393+ Excellent conditions

10T 79 = 45 loose copies of
"Wizard's Good condition.

10T 72 - As Lot 68 but 3 Nos. -
357,360 & 363+ Excellent conditions

10T 73 - T loose copies "School=-
boy's Own Library 4d." by Frank

LOT 80 = Over 50 loose copies
miscellaneous comprising - Eagle
Rover, Hotspur, Skipper, Pilot,
etcs Good conditions

{Richards Nos. 121,133,135,185,257,
129,261, Majority good conditions

0T 74 - 4s Lot T3, by Frank
Richards, but Nos. 269,313,352,362
385,391 & 406, Majority good-

conditions

107 81 - 5 Goldhauk 1/6 books of

St Jim's by Martin Clifford,
Nose 1 to 5 inclusive. Excellent
conditions

PLEASE QUOTE 10T NUMBERS
POSTAL OFFERS ONLY AT THIS STAGE. NO CALLERS.

Executrix - Mrs. I. Cerpen'i:ar, :
230, Watford Road,
Harrow, Middlesex.
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THE LIMIT}

In our opinion LOOK AND LEARN is one of the finest papers on the
bookstalls to-day for older youngsters. It is an instructive paper,
and it succeeds remarkably in making instruction interestings This
is no mean achievement. Without being dull in the slightest degree,
it is a paper of which parents and schoolmasters approves The appeal
of LOOK and LEARN is to the more intelligent older childe Just, in
fact, the very type of intelligent child who would delight in the
stories which Frank Richards was writing between the warse

The Greyfriars stories arrived in LOOK & LEARN No. 91, dated 12th
Octobers On the front page was the announcement: "Meet the original
Billy Bunter in the stories that made your parents laugh." In his
Editorial, the Editor announced: "The stories have become classics of
their kinde The author, Frank Richards, was a scholarly man who
wrote millions of words about Greyfriars - and as a recreation wrote
one complete Bunter story in latin.,... I have decided to miblish...




ol

some of them in their original form in LOCK AND LEARN."

The actual offering was a substitute story, originally entitled
"Bunter's Prize Bssay," from the year 1928, drastically pruned. This
story is to be followed by another substitute effort, "Bunters's
Barring-Out", from the year 1923.

It is almost certain that these substitute stories were selected
in error, though the mistake is inexplicable, for it could have been
so easily avoideda But equally inexplicable is the drastic abridg-
ment of any story, for even a story by Charles Hamilton would be
rendered near to worthless under such treatment.

What on earth was the use of undertaking a most worthwhile
experiment if its chances of success were to be negatived from the
start? Surely the risk would not have been too great in allowing two
whole pages of LOOK & LEARN for the Greyfriars instalment. These two
pages would probably have carried three chapters, and the whole story
would have run its course in five weeks. Was it quite impossible, as
we were promised, to present the stories in "their original form"?

The stories would have suffered but little from gentle shrinkage
brought about by skilful pruning. But wholesale abridgment, with
bits written in to lirk up indigestible chunks, is something quite
different. Let us hope that the powers-that-be will think again, and,
even at this late hour, serialise a genuine story in a way which will
give it a chance.

From any viewpoint, it is rather deplorable that a substitute
story, so heavily abridged, should be put out as an example of the
work of the late Frank Richards.

THE ANNUAL:

And now to lift the curtain on a few more attractions which you
will find in COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1963. Richmal Crompton,
world-famous creator of "William", writes a delightful account of "THE
PRE-BUNTER BOOKS FOR BOYS". John Upton strikes a new note with
"MEMORIES OF THE PICTURE SHOW". Harry Broster presents a new angle on
some of the old stories, his article bearing the intriguing title
"HEART OF OAK". Our youthful Lee expert, Neil Beck, is in festive
mood with "SOME CHRISTMAS LEES". For Slade fans, and that seems to
include nearly everybody, there is a brand new story entitled
PADVANTAGE VANDERLYN". This is a sequel to "The Boy in the Cormer"
which was so popular in the recent 200th issue of Collectors' Digest.

Have you yet ordered your copy? Don't leave it too late.

THE EDITOR.
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BLhARTIANWNA

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 27 Archdale Roed,
t wich, London, S.E.22

NAME THE AUTHOR. (7) L By Walter Webb
WHY THE ANONYMITY ?

The surest way of arousing the curiosity of the reader is to place
before him a story from which the name of the author has been deleteds
He reacts to it as he would to an anonymous letter, and wonders who
could have written ite

This was the state of affairs in 1905, when the UNION JACK, after
ten years' publication, during which time the name of the author, except
on very rare occasions only, was generally given, suddenly reverted to
& policy of strict anonymity, this anonymity coinciding with the
decision to publish long, complete stories of Sexton Blake permanently.

Since no reason for the change was given through the medium of an
editor's chat page and there appeared no logical reason for such 2
policy, the reader's puzzlement can be understood, and there is no
doubt that it inspired a steady flow of enquiries at the UJ offices To
this day the reason for the anonymity of those old-time Blake stories
has not been given, but that it aroused certain suspicions in the mind
of the reader of that era is obvious, for, at one point, the editor
had need to stress the fact in the pages of the paper that all his
stories were written by British authors and illustrated by British
artists, which pointed very conclusively to the fact that in the minds
of some a foreign element had crept in and was resenteds

Why, then, to allay these suspicions did not the sponsors of Sexton
Blake alter their policy and give an author's neme to the stories?
Their attitude is difficult to define, and the only answer seems to be
that some of the stories tendered - from outside contributors mainly -
were of such quality as to necessitate considerable revision by a staff
writer, under which circumstances no particular suthor's nome could be
given, and rather than publish the yarn under dual authorship - which
was never favoured ot the A.P., anyway - they decided on a policy of
anonymity.
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In those days difficulties faced the apprentice in that no clear
picture of Elake was afforded hims There was no E. R. Parker to
guide hin with a visible picture, and the fomation of a mental vision
was given no definite outline because staff writers, Graydon and
Goddard, had their own conceptions of Blake, and freelancers like
Hayter and Maxwell both portrayed him differently.

Telding into account also that a writer used only in trying his
hand at school and adventure stories and not being versed in the art
of detective story writing, some revision of his proffered work might
have been deemed necessary, and, although it must be admitted that
there was very little mystery attached to those early stories, most of
which were straight-forward adventurc yarns describing a series of
exciting (?) incidents, with no plot at all to speak of, they did terd
to stretch an author's ability just a little further, and if that
little extra was not there it had to be supplemented by another's hand.

Some of the stories attributed to A. C. Murray in the official
records point to the correctness of this theory. Like the novels
under the Desmond Reid byline in the latter issues of the SBL, they
vary markedly in style and quality. That Murray was responsible for
UJ No. 359 describing Blake's adventures as a territoriel, is without
doubt, but No. 398 was obviously passed to him for revision, for there
is definitely a confliction of styles here, the more predominant being
that of a man who wrote under the byline of "Fenton Ash". This and
other sporting stories dealing with racing (Nos. 296, 308, 311, 325,
343, and 476), football (Nos 433), and billiards (391), will, no doubt,
bear A4.C. Murray's name in the official list, but I feel convinced
that they were all revised by the author end were originally penned by
the man who wrote as Fenton Ash,.

Significantly the word "Ash" comprises the initials of the well-
known Arthur S. Hardy: but this is not to say that Ash was Hardy - he
wosn't, for the writing proves such, though it is not improbable that
Hardy worked with Ash in turning out the originals. The wrestling
story (No. 230), was certainly written by Hardy, & claim which may be
verified by the time this gets into print. According to the late
Hs Jo Garrish Ash's real name was Ae J, Atkins, and he was the father
of F. St. Mars, who wrote the famous naturc stories in the STRAND.

ERNEST A, TREETON

In view of his remarkable dialogue into which he was wont to ire
vest not only words of extreme rarity but also those which will not be
found in any dictionary, it is rather surprising that a writer named
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Erncst A. Treoton has never been identified with having written some of
the early Sexton Blake stories.

Treeton was, in fact, easy prey for the researcher, not only on
account of his highly dramatic style but because he was never stumped
for o word or an expression, and if there was no word to suit him he
would invent one. Words like "grumped" "gruffed" "girded" "humped"
and "vented" punctuated his dialogue at regular intervals, and since
these words were entirely his own invention in so far as appendage to
dialogue is concerned, it is wholly unlikely that any other author
would have used them in that capacitye The task of a researchor,
therefore, in ferretting out his unsigned work is not mede particularly
difficults

A fow samples of Trecton's unusual phresing will not be amiss,
since they will serve to give same idea of what wes one of his chief
characteristics; so here, then are six brief sentences taken at random
from "Two Newcastle Lads" a story he wrote for the "Boys' Herald" in
1905, which ran from issue No. 91 to No. 103.
sag "I dinna doot ye're richti" quickened Andy.

"Ye can't leave "em outl" Harold warmed.
c) "You young houndi" he gnashed.
d) "Yes, I've got a few dents" grumped Andy.
{e "It's a pleasing place, I must allool" he hunped.
f) "Well?" he gruffede
Very unsual dialogue this, which, it must be conceded, could never
have been duplicated by another writer. Now, here are sixz more exmmples,
taken from a fow UJ stories, also written in the year 1905:

(2) "Do you kmow of any recent chartering?" quickened Blakes

b) "I'11 do it, if I stick to the rudder like paint," Tinker wormeds

¢) "Curse youl" gnashed Grafton.

dg "You infernal dogi" vented Grafton.

e) "I know, sir: I've learned the game from you down to the groundd"
prided Tinkere

"You've got rid of the only master carpenter we had," he girdede

Below aro the titles of the stories of Sexton Blake from which the

cbove were taken, and though not confirmed by the official records, I

am confident were written by Ernest Treeton: "The Ocean Detective,"

Nos 81), "The Warder Dotective," (No. 91), "Mwice Round The World,"

Noe 104;, "The Reporter Detective," (No. 1.1']‘), "The Collier Detective,"

Hoe 143)e
It is worth mentioning that by the time the last story in the above

~—
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list was published all the umusual words had been deleted either by the
editor or the author himself due possibly to the fact that some readers
mystified as to what they meant and looking in the dictionary without
suocess, may have been prompted to write in and ask for enlightemment.
Since No. 143 is the last traceable story by this writer he may have
been asked to make the alterations himself and, as a result, decided
to take his work clsewhere. Pure theory, of course; but it is not
conceivable that a writer will drop suddenly and en bloc all words
which up to that point had characterised his work unless he had been
expressly forbidden to use theme

Surprising that so little has been written about Treeton up to
this point. One has the impression that he must have been an obscure
and none too successful journalist: but, the fact is, that he was
writing for a very long time - in the region of 40 years, dating from
the early days of the Harmsworths in the 1890's to those of the A.P.
in 1934,

Strange that a man who was writing for so long and still at work
for CHUMS in the middle thirties should be overlooked in this way.

And yet, perhops, not so surprising after a1l when you come to think a
little doeper, for it appeared that Treeton preferrod to work under a
nom-de-plume, as it was rarely that his own nome appeared above his
writings. He was a stockily built little man, always pleasant, and
with no great education, always smoking cigarettes, and generally hard-
up, a8 was the case with the najority of his fellow contributors, who
used to bring yarns in, quickly written, and bo glad to get the cash.
He was very popular with everyone, and was o friend of Hamilton Edwards.
FENTON ASH

To have one's work mentioned in the DAILY TELEGRAPH is most
flnttering to any authors To have it praised to the extent thot it
"suggests Jules Verne, Rider Haggnrd, and Fennimore Cooper in their
boldest and most entrancing moods," is the sort of write-up that any
author of the early 1900's would have dreamed of without believing thot
it could really happen to him.

But when Fenton Ash's fine story, "The Radium Seckers," was pub-
lished by Messrs. Pitman early in 1906, the book critic of the
"Telegraph" said just that, which makes it clear that the talents of
the author were considerably above the avernge in the field of boys!
fiction.

Information about the author is sparse, though an editor, now dead,
once wrote that the boyhood of Fenton Ash was spent in South Wales, on
the. shores..of..the. Aristel. Channel,. sihere. most.of. big. ovailabls. bime. wns
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passed in the pleasures of boating, sailing, and yachting - which indi-
cates that the author had more than a little fondness for the sens
Later he studied enginecring professionally and music as a hobbye. ILike
many other UJ writers, he was a great traveller. His stories of the
weird ond wonderful were, as a matter of fact, follow-ups of the dormi-
tory yarns he was fond of relating at school, for, when there were no
printed narratives available to read, he would use his imogination and
write them up himself, much to the appreciation of his schoolfellowse

A long time ago the cuthor was an occasionnl contributor to UJ,
and just before Sexton Blake began his long run of weekly appearances,
wrote two very good adventure yarns, (Nos. 30 and 60). From these
stories and the style in which they were written, I am convinced that
Fonton ish wrote at least two Sexton Blake stories, - "Bankruptd" (No.
247), and "Sexton Bloke In Cardiff,” (No. 261), both published in 1908.
Both were extremely well written, with good plots and characterization,
and, in an era in which the Sexton Blake story was not of particularly
high merit, were quite outstanding.

Unfortunately, the name of the author was not long seen in the
realns of boys! fiction - at least, not in so faor as the three major
publishing houses, Harmsworth's, Cassells, and Kewnes, were concerned -
and what happened to him is problematicals He may hove died suddenly,
left the country, or, like the celebrity who wrote as "Max Hamilton"
contimed in the profession under a different name and in a manner so
lucrative as to make the continued writing of boys' literature no longer

worthvhiles
THE MAN WHO WAS " IDA MELBOURNE"

In these much changed times it is good to see a link, be it ever
50 slender, which has yet to be severed from the paste Todoy the ~
SCHOOL FRIEND bears not the slightest resemblance to that of the twenties,
excepting in one swall yet pleasing instance. A name, which is all
that holds old and new together - that of Ida Melbourne — can still be
scen now and again to bring back memories of an era when the paper was
a worthwhile product for a girl to reads And, as far as the UJ is
concerned, it brings back memories of that paper too, for "Ide Melbourne"
was the pen-name once used by Horace Phillips, one of the very few
survivors who wrote Sexton Blake stories in the pink-cover era of that
periodicals .

The obvious query is - is Horace Phillips still contributing to the
SCHOOL FRIEND under his old feminine pen-nome? Or, has another writer
taken over, and, if so, who is he? Charles Homilton was still writing
in his 80's, and it is possible that Horace Phillips is still doing
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likewise in a very small way - the more probable explanation is that
"Ida Melbourne" now conceals the identity of a younger writer, since
it was a well=known policy that pen-names were conferred upon authors
who contributed paper-backed fiction irrespective of whether they
approved or not.

At present, no proof of Mr. Phillips's participation in the Blake
Saga has been discovered, and, lacking any knowledge of how the author
would have handled Blake, it is not easy to make a prediction of what
story, or stories, he may have permeds But something of his style is
to be observed in No. 385, containing a story entitled "The Father Of
The Chapel," which, despite its title, does not deal with religion.

WHO PASSED THIS ONE?

It has been said that Peter Cheyney once wrote a Sexton Blake
story which was rojecteds Evidently Mr, Cheyney was not writing in
the right eras He should have been contributing in 1911, when an
author could get good moncy for any kind of tripes Like that served
up in the UJ story, "Only An Alien," (Mo 386), for instance, one of
the most incredible, over-sentimentalised, and futile Blake stories
ever writtend

In these days of the all round improvemecnt of the Blake story, one
approaches the much earlier model with a certain amount of indulgence,
and in a mood mellowed by the atmosphere of nostalgia which pervades
ite But, when one comes across o yarn, which, even in those days, was
an insult to the intelligence of the reader, he is moved, since he has
proised certain stories in the same ern deserving of the thumbs-up
treatment, to give the downward motion in cases when, in his opinion,
the work of the author warranted it.

Picture Blake and Tinker imprisoned in a cellar of a building in
London's East End, It is impossible for them to get out by their
united efforts from the insides Nobody from the outside kmows of
their imprisonments How to get them out? Even the author was
stunped, apparentlye. So what does he do? He has one of his charac-
ters — a young Polish girl - dream up their predicament, Unfortunately,
her dreom does not clearly define the actual situation of the building,
and, so, Pedro is brought in. An article of apparel, worn by one of
his masters, is given him to sniff ot, and then, in broad daylight,
beginning in the West End, the three - the girl, Mrs. Bardell, and
Pedro - the latter on the leash, traverse the busy streets of the
metropolis until the East End is reacheds

Whilst the reader is prepared to gront his author a certain amount

Y m oCy - L R
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of licence, did this particular contributor really expect him to
swallow the fact that even a bloodhound of Pedro's capabilities could
have followed a scent which hundreds of people must have crossed and
recrossed, to finally leod his companions right outside the building in
which Blake and Tinker were imprisoncd? 4And did he imagine that his
reader could over swallow the fact of a woman of Mrs. Bardell's seventy
- o0dd years, and considerable avoirdupois, being physically capable of
tramping from one end of London to the other?

These and other absurdities abounded in the story, the author of
which should have been taken by the scruff of his neck, his manuscript
ramed down the back of it, and both deposited on the pavement outside
Noe 23 Bouveric Street, with the kindly advice to confine his limited
capabilities to the execution of fairy talos, or similar stories of a
nature calculated to appeal purely to the very younge

Nor was the editor, who so insulted the intelligence of his readers,
blameless, and should have been dealt with in such manner as to have
prevented him from ever again hoisting on an unsuspecting public similar
drivel, although, of course, it was quite likely that he himsclf wrote
it, and, in consequence, there was nobody to stay his hands

A clue of authorship is furnished by the introduction of a Scotland
Yard official, named Martin, This detective-inspector was used by, at
least, five writers - Michael Storm, Norman Goddard, John Bobin, Ae Ce
Murray, and Lewis Carlton. The first three can be eliminated
immediately, Storm had gone - and could never have been guilty of such
atrocious work in any case - Bobin hadn't started; aond the style ruled
out Goddard conpletely.

4 .nmmlm cnuaur.ur um w sell 2|8 Nelson ue Llhrary 1917 - 1922
start ng at 120 mainly consecutive, Condition mainly good, English relative will
arrange dellvery., Offers wanted,

Lo Ly SLATER, O, RODEBANK, [EPSH, SURREY.
MANTED: MAGNET No. 1559, Can any reader assist please,
JOHN TROVELL, 16, BOURNE ROAD, COLCHESTER, ESSEX,

\7 1= Bu0.PBa, Chums (200 Vols,) Magnets, Cems, Populars, U s.
AE,
G, REARDON, 20 ASHLEY ROAD, NEWMARKET,

: Bexton Blake Libraries (1957=1963). All in mint condition, 1/- each, "Boys
Will Be Boys* E. 8. Turner, Mint,
: Nelson Lee Libreries, Schoolboys Omn and Bays Friend Libraries (St, Frenk!s
only). Good condition essential, Fullest details to:=

HORMAN PRAGNELL, 23 BRAE STREET, LIVERPOOL, 7.
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Heomillorasna

BROOKS AND HAMILTON LA S By Roger M, Jenking

Ross Story's provocative article in the 200th number of the CD -
and its echoes! - have proved very engrossing indeed. One must admire
her for her loyalty to her favourite author, but surely (as Robert
Kelly says) it is not necessary to disparage Hamilton in order fo
support Brookss  The Nelson Lee must have 2 wide circle of supporters
zamong CD readers, enough to sing loud praises in favour of St. Frank's
without indulging in cat-calls at Greyfriars.

I have re-read the extract quoted from No. 562 of the Nelson Lee,
which is supposed to prove that Brooks was better than Hamilton, but I
regret to say that I can see nothing special in it at all. Some of
the brighter children at the grammar school where I teach English can
produce work as good es thot, but it never occurs to me that they will
nake outstanding writerss It may be, of course, that the extract.
suffers from being torn out of its contexts But on the surface it
appears to be a typical Brooks theme - a schoolboy doing something
wonderfuls It is possible that this sort of tale goes down well with
youngsters when they go through the wish-fulfilment and Superman phase,

but at my ege I prefer the Hamilton version in which schoolboys try to )
do something wonderful and fail, with hilarious results all round (as -
in the St Jim's Music Hall)s

As Ross Story's conclusions are all drawn from the one extract, 1 "

cannot see for the life of me how she cen justify the sweeping state-
ments she has made. 1 fancy, however, that I could justify a complete-
1y contrary conclusion on one espect of writing, at least - character-
isation and motivation.

Hemilton had the rarest of all gifts, the ability to portray a
character vibrantly alives In Harry Wharton he depicted a decent lad
with a streak of stubbornness and pride that could easily lead to his
downfall - and so it did in two famous scries that will never be for- }
gotten by Magnet readers. It was indeed Shakespeare's own formula

i




for his greot tragedies, to depict a hero with one foult in his charac—
ter that would eventually be his undoing - Lear with his impetuous
choler, Macbeth with his veulting ambition, Othello with his jealous
suspicions, and Homlet with his fatal indecisions Harry Wharton's
downfalls followed the same pattern, step by step, painful to read yot
ineluctably fascinating. Events were against Wharton, but it was the
weakness in his own character that made them so disastrous for hime
Nothing was strained, nothing forceds

What can be found comparable in the Nelson Lee? Well, there was
Handforth's downfalle He got up one morning and found it was raining,
which threatened cancellation of a match. He became awiward and try-
ing, and when the roin stopped he still went on being awlward ond try-
ing for no good reason that any reader could sees Brooks just said
that Handforth felt that way, It seems to me that Brooks could
portray villains and hypocrites and eccentrics, but characters who were
neither wholly good nor wholly bad were beyond him.  You will find no
Whartons, Vernon-Smiths, and Cardews in the poges of the Nelson Leee
The nearest is Travers, and his actions seem unpredictobles. He changes
his mind not because of the pressure of events but becouse, like Hond-
forth in the story above, we are told he just feels that way. Brooks's
characters seldom seem to bo so much alive that we inogine them lenading
independent lives of their own: he is always mdging us, telling us
things that we ought to learn from their speech and actions rather than
from the authors

Walter Fleming raises the point about mystery storiess I should
agree that (apart from the Mysterious X stories in the Gem) the villain
is usually quite obvious in Hamilton's stories, This was, of course,
deliberntes A story which depends on a surprise at the end can be
interesting to read once, but then it is finished and done withe
Hamilton told me that he deliberately made his villains obvious, because
he hoped the stories would be interesting from quite a different stand-
point - that of character and incident. I have re-read the Courtfield
Cracksman series many times. I am not in the least bit interested in
the villain; the series is just & delightful vehicle for displaying
the Greyfriars characters in slightly different circumstances, and the
reactions of Vernon-Smith and Bunter to the new form-master are alone
sufficient to make the stories worth readings 4s for the Wharton Lodge
Christmas in that series - well it beggors description, and makes all
the other Magnet Christmases seem like substitute storiese But the
mystery is not worth thinking about, as Walter sayse It was never
intended to bee
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I should not like it to be thought that I consider Brooks to have
no merits at all, but, when Hamilton is denigrated as a writer or
domned with faint praise, someone who wishes to see both writers re-
gorded in a fair light gets pushed on the defensive. I think that
although individual characterisation is not Brooks's strong point, he
can deal very well with characters en masses Reactions to tyranny,
to wizardry, to lost worlds, to clementzl disasters like floods and
storms, where he can swecp the reader along with the tumultuous surge
of events - these usually come over very well indeed in the pages of
the Nelson Lees But as for stories of an amusing kind on a quieter
level, like bickerings among tho staff at Greyfriars (so apprecinted
by adult readers), or talés centring around a single character acting
the part of the lone wolf, these do not came over so well at St.
Frank's,.

Which author do I prefer? Well, as I see merits and defects in
cach, I am not bold enough to state my conclusion. I leave it to you,
dear reader, to guess.

(Roger Jenkins's criticism of Charles Hamilton will be found in his
article "Flaws in the Diamond" in the fortheoming CD Anmal.)
% X % B % ¥

Quite recently I obtained four Hagnets of the 192525 period, all of them substitute
stories, A8 a matter of interest I looked up the 1ist of sub, stories and thelr authors
complled by Bill Lofts and published In last year's C,D, Annual under the title of *The
Next Best Thing®, 1 found that the storles referred to = Magnets 901,904,905,972 = were
1isted as having been written by 8, R. Shepherd, 8, E, Austin, G, R. Samways, 8. E.
hustin respectively,

However, a close study and analysis of the four lwlel in question reveals beyond
any remla doubt that, whoever wrote them,

1 feel that any reader rust agree that the evidence con followlng extrac
of unusual phrasings and quotations taken from them 18 a convincing proof of this fact,
1n Magnet 905 (11sted Samways) the author makes a curious analogy on the of a
Harathon runner = obviously he was thinking of a sprinter, In 972 (1listed we
hmu-aln'...u!am that would have done credit to a Marathon runnery® and also,
*...in training for the Harathon, Bunter?® (a reference to e
In%mnmmﬂ mmu-mmm to *a passage® = again

in 9‘12 'a
9c?!:-armc| to m-m (as distinet from the Quad); in 972 four references

ln%ulmd Shepherd) we have an expression from Pishy, *[ reckon you skates,,.”
In 904 (1isted sustin) Fishy again, *I reckon you skatess.,”
In 901, "the sun was shining brightly ..'mmitnmwm;
in 972, "the passage " 1n 901 more references to the
In 901 ®his prominent proboscis; "his proboscls®; "his aural W in 905
"his prominent proboscis®; "his proboscis® (mentioned four times); *his pedal extremities,®
In m.-m—u-mu-umm-mn;mm-
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o site LeSe
N 901 ¥,,.never been seen In Creyfriars® (not the usual gt); in 972, "...better

than anyone ip Greyfriars,®
In 901, "The repainder of the day passed uneventfully enough;® in 905, *The rest of
the lesson passed uneventfully enough.”

Without detracting from the tremendous amount of work and research that Bill Lofts
has accomplished in this field, 1t does seem to me on the strength of this evidence that
he has been misinformed as to the authorship of many of the stories published in "The
Next Best Thing®, and that we still do not have anything like an accurate and conplete
1ist of substitute stories and their authors, In point of fact It is quite clear that
such a desirable state of affairs s impossible considering the lapse of time since the
publication of the stories, It 1s our misfortune that the Hagnet and Gem authors
apparently falled to keep detailed records of all the stories they had published in these
papers; end still more so that the AP, doesn't appear to have detailed and reliable

3
1 must confess I an a bit dubious sbout accepting the assurance of authors about
stories they claim from memory to have written between thirty and [Ifty years ago;
particularly in view of the recurrence of themes and similarity (and even duplication) of
many titles, Mo doubt many titles were altered by bright editors, snywayl

My own careful and critieal study of many hundreds of Magnet and Gem stories indi-
cates that there are literally dozens of substitute staries in our 0.B.B.C, "official®
115ts which are still credited to Charles Hamllton, Many of these are, I feel, en insult
to his memory, being utterly absurd, worthless, and in the same category as others that
are acknowledged as such, I have, In faet, an abundance of evidence and quotations to
support my view of the stories I have in mind, quite gpart from the faulty character=
1sation (characters acting "out of character®) which 1s usually the best guide to a sub
SLOTY.
1 hope shortly to elaborate on this subject with the help of quotations that will,
1 an certain, convince sny student of Hamiltoniana that he can safely add a considersble
number of additional titles to his 11st of substitute stories in the Hagnet and Cem,

LET'S BE CONTROVERSTAL

Noe 71: A HIT OR A MISS

The topic of the substitute writer is always with us, and therc is
little doubt thot it always will be with use A reader whose letter
appearcd recently in Yours Sincerely makes some extramely interesting
comments on the subject though some of his conclusions are fallaciess

OQur reader said: "It is only since we have grown up that we
criticisos" He contended that when we were boys we could not tell a
subatitute story from the genuine articles

I am awarc that there are some readers who claim that they could
never detect one from the other, and it slways surprises mc. My own
view is that any youngster who thought the substitute stories and the
gemuine ones all came from the same pen camnnot have been a very avid
reador of Hamiltonia ot alle I myself read the Gem and the Magnet
from a very early age and I have read them ever since. I cannot recall
any time when, to quote Gerry Allison's apt illustration, the sub sto
did not eause the cinder to grate between my teeth. (cont'd on page 18 )as
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As e ay treat Doug took me to the 12th Annual Motor
Bhow at Olympla, My birthday was on a Friday, but Doug could only DAN 7
take De on the Baturday, on account of school, It was Interest= NY s I
ing, but hard on the feet. There was a 12 h.p. Talbot for &410, |
and & 25 hop. Vaxhall for £480, With this one they gave a 3=
years guarantee, The smallest car was a 9.5 heps Standard for
£195¢ It had 5 lamps, ample room for two, a windscreen, a horn, a spare wheel and tyre. [
The tax s £33s a year, and 1t does LO miles to the gallon,

A salesman saw Doug looking at the Standard, so he pointed to the announcement about
®arple room for two' and sald: "You look a wise young man, This car would be just right
for you and your little bit of fluff,*

Doug went red, but I laughed 1ike anything, because it reminded me of Doug's young
lady who 13 named Freda, e

In the Boy's Friend 3d Library which Doug bought outside the Hotor Show it {s a most 3
unusual month, for in one of the issues there are two Bexton Blake storfes: "Sexton
Blake's Zulu" and "The Blave Market," Doug says he never remember the B.F.L. ever e
having two stories befere in one issue,

There have been five stories in the Hagnet this monthe It happens
that way some months, the calendar being what It 1s, The first one
was "The Greyfriars Gold Seekers® which was about a magazine
which hid 20 golden soverefgns in the earth of Grey-
friars and made a competition for mnom' to dig
it up, Eventually Alonzo Todd found the
money and gave 1t away Lo provide socks
for cannibals, I was not keen on this
story. Next week came "The Coker Cup®In
which Coker presented a magnificent
silver cup for competition among the
Creyfriars teans, Too such spart in this
one for me,

"Cast up by the Bea", however, was a
very good story indeed, sbout a very wealthy
boy called who was
by the sole survivor of a shipwreck, *The
Biter Bit* also was very good, Fisher T, Fish
was very Inquisitive about Monsieur Charpentieg
and he tried to pry into the French msster's
private affairs,

Lastly a serfous tale called "The Scapegod®
about Harry Wharton taking the blame for some=
thing Peter Hazeldene dids [t was for the sake of
sister Harjories

We all vent to the Lord Hayor's Bhow on Novene=
ber 10th, This year's procession was an abridged
reproduction of the Lord Mayor!s Show of the year
1613, three hundred years ago, At the Gulldhall banquet, Mr, Winston Churchill responded
w©
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toast,
I had quite a nice bit of money for my birthday, and also scme other presents which
were not so useful, I bought myself some Coconut Chips which are little strips of coconut
covered with pink or white sugar, They are very satisfying end mot too dear, being four
ounces a penny. 1 also bought *The Marvel® which contained "The Bchoolboy Boxer® by A.S.
Hardy, and "The Becret of the Towers', a Jack, Bam and Pete story by 8. Clarke Hook,
There was also a serial called *Football Fortune®, all sbout the winter game, by Charles

Eoptiton,,
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I bought the Union Jack which contained "The Hystel
Walla-Walla®, a story of Sexton Blake and Yvonne in Australia, It

: was 11lustrated by Val Reading, I would love to go to Australia,
IA RY where you find the Kangaroo, an animal which carries its children

in a purse on its stomach, It was an exciting story, and 1 gave

and the Marvel to Doug after 1 had finished with them,
1 also bought Answers Library for Mum, This contained a story
called *Two of a Trade" by Nora Vawdrey, illustrated by G, J. G1llingham,
1 have had several Christmas Numbers alreadye

called Tales from the Pictures. The first story

was *Thirty Years After® from a film which s
coming on at our own Gem, (That's the name of
the cinema, not the book,)

With Chips Double Number they gave away a

diploma to show you are a pal of Weary Willle
and Tired Tim. Chips had a lot of Christmas
plctures and stories, including a long one
about George Gale, the Flying Detective,
Doug asked Mum if she wouldn't like to
have a complexfon like his girl, Freda, He
sald Freds never allows soap and water to
touch her face, She uses Lissue papers
and a little bit of powder, 1 forgot
ryself and said: "Sounds dirty to med*
and Doug was very angry, and told Mum
I an the rudest boy he has cver had
the misfortune to know, That hurt my
feelings as we are taught Lo be
polite at school, like when you tread
on a lady's foot you raise your cap end
say "The pleasure {8 nine,*
The Cem has bean wonderful this month, (The book,
not the picture palace), The first story "By Whose Hand" 1s
one of the very finest stories I have ever read. It has everything.
#un, drapa, fireworks, and rystery. Crocke was brutally struck down, and
Koun! Rao was blamed for it, though Gore was the culprit. Gussy helped Glyn
to make fireworks, snd when Glyn 11t his set=piece IT read "The New House is a
rotter,”

"The Drudge's Chance® was another story about Lynn, the new boot-boy, "£100 Reward®
was all about an escaped convict, with Cutts of the Fifth In a star part.

Then the Christmas Double Number = the first Cem ever to have a coloured COVETs
The story "The Mystery of the Painted Roor? 1s the grandest Christmas story 1 have ever
read. Tom Herry & Co went to Eastwood House, where Lord Eastwood had disappeared. And
Gussy, who slept in the palnted room, disappeared too, A long and marvellous tale,
£180 In this Gen was a free game, "The Race to the Tuckshop®, and a story called *"The
Shownants Double® , all about Tomsonio's Circus, The serial in the Gem now is "The
Corinthian®,

Final story of the month, a very funny one about the rivalry with Rylcombe Grammar
Bchool, was "The Schoolboy Ralders®, & grand ronth of fine stories in the Gem.

There have been three bye-elections this month which is an extra election for some
special reason like Sir Rufus Isaacs becoming Lord Chief Justice so he had to leave his
parliarentary seat at Reading, Here the Unionist party won the seat from the Liberals,
At Linlithgow, there was a Liberal majority of 521, but at Keighley the Liberals held
the seat with an increased majoritys
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LEI'S BE CONTROVERSIAL (conti'd from page 15).

Our reader enquires: "Who would you call a substitute writer for
Sexton Blake?" Here he is wide of the mark, for there is no connee-
tion at alle It was nover claimed at amy time that all the Sexton
Blake stories came from the same man, But in the case of the Magnet
and the Gem the editors maintained the myth that two separate writers
turned out every story of Greyfriars and St. Jim's that appeared.

It has been suggested by seme of our contributors in tho past,
that the great scandal of the old papers was that the work of substi-
tute writers was published under the pen-nomes of Charles Hamilton,
Tho genuine writer himsclf, though possibly with tongue slightly in
chock, subscribed to this views Substitute stories may have been
necessary to maintain the sequence - but such stories should not have
appeared under the pen-names Frank Richards or Martin Clifford.

There is much common-sense, much justice, in that.

But pause, for o moment, and considers The Sexton Blake saga
belongs to nobody, although we moy have preferred one author to
another.

Things were very different with Greyfriars and St Jim's. They
belong exclusively to Chorles Hamilton. There is not one man in the
world who would suggest otherwises But it might have been vastly
different if every substitute story hnd been published under the nome
of its actual writers MNames like Pentelow, Samways, Warwick, and many
others who butted in to fill the gop while the genuine writer was 8
engnged in other fields. If those substitute stories had been pub=
lished under the nomes of the actual writers things would have been
vastly differents They would have been part of the Greyfriars and St.
Jin's sagas and accepted as such - in the same way that every Sexton
Blake story is accepteds

In my opinion only one man really gained - the financial aspect
excluded, of course - from the fact that all the stories appeared
under the pen-names of Charles Homilton - and that man was Charles
Homilton himself. True, very much indifferent material was published
under those pen-names, but this very system threw two thd.ngs into
violent contrast - the gemuine and the imitation.

Charles Hamilton's reputation hos lost nothing from the activities
of the substitute writerss In fact, it gnined cnormously.

We should have liked the substitute stories no more and no less
had they been published under the nomes of their real writers. But
they would have becn given some credit as part of the saga and they
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would have avoided the odium which has become their lot for all times

Plenty of Sexton Blake stories down the years were boring and
badly written, but they never remained in the memory as'the substitute
Gems and Magnets dide I can recall only one Sexton Bloke story which
gave me the "cinder crunch". That wes "The Man From Tokio". The
originol Granite Grant stories had been published anonymously. Before
I had completed the first page of "The Man From Tokio" I knew that it
was not by the original writer and my disappointment was intcnses In
consequence, I have never forgotten ite Had I known in advance that
the story was by a diffcrent writer there would have been no
disappointment.

It was the rccurring hopes and disappointments of the Gom and the
Magnet which deeply blackened the substitute periods in the paperse
Hod we known in advance the names of the writers of the storios there
would have been no lasting odium, for we should have bought and read
only tho stories of the writer or writers who appealed to use In the
same way as the readers of the Sexton Blake Library did before the war
when copies of all the periodicals were in the shops to be bought or
ignored as the whim took the purchasers

Our Yours Sincerely writer said, referring to two substitute
stories which were reprinted in the Gem: "Both stories were considered
good enough for the re-prints, and some of Frank Richards' own stories
were note”

But our correspondent is mistaken. Many of the genuine tales
were omitted - but not because they were not good enough for reprint-
inge Simply becouse they were dated by topicalities, like "The
Diabolists", "Tom at the Franco-British", and plenty of others, or were
over-sentimental like "Figgy's Folly" and some of the Dick Brooke
stories in a way which would have fniled to ring the bell in the nine-
teen~thirties. 4s a result of these inevitable omissions - and other
factors like the publication of the Christmas stories in November in
earlier days - the seasons rushed by too quickly for the selector, so
he had to leap aheads In those days I was responsible for any amount
of picking up of genuine stories which had been omitted on account of
these leaps aheads I think we can all rest assured that no gemuine
story was omitted because it was "not good emough for re-printing.”

The mumber of substitute tales reprinted was very smalle It is my
impression that the intention was to reprint none and that a few crept
in through the carelessness of someone in the editorial office.

It's just my point of view. What's yours?

* k% ok
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CONTROVERSBIAL ECHOES
w_mmzm
Anything that I wrote seventeen years ago 1s surely too falnt now to
have any m left at all} [ have, however, confirmed with John Bhaw that it was
Charles Hamilton himself who wrote that comment about the Nippy from Nowhere stories,
Clive Fenn was the son of George Manville Fenn, and was the only writer of stories about
Charles Hamllton's characters who was not disapproved of by the creator of those characters,

Charles Hamilton admitted being vague about dates, but he was never uncertain about
stories, He always remembered his omn stories, and this is clear from the letters John
Bhaw received from him early in the last war, when he confirmed his authorship of very
many Stories, during the course of a long correspondence, For this reason I have always
regarded Jchn Shaw's 1ist of substitute storles as being the most authentic and reliable
of all, Similarly, [ an prepared to accept Charles Haniltcn's statement about the author=
ship of the Nippy from Nowhere stories.

Why Charles Hamilton did not disapprove of Clive Fenn's storles is not altogether
certaln, 1t is, however, clear that there was a momentous disagreement over the Gem in
the late 'twenties, and Charles Hamilton refused to write anything for it for many years.
1n the particular circumstances of the time, 1t might well be the case that he preferred

_ the 8t, Jin's stories to be written by Clive Fenn rather than by anyone else, Compared
with some of the stories of the time in the Gem - for example, 8t, Jim's besieged by
Russians in the Edwy Bearles Brooks serles = I expect that Clive Fenn's tales seemed
almost as good as those by the genuine Martin Clifford himself,

m Gwyn Evans; G, K, Teed; Michael Storm; Andrew Murrey; J, W, Bobinj J, Oy
another very popular writer who it would be tactful not to mention - all had
"Ghost! writers for some of thelr Bexton Blake yams,

Phyllis Howell was a creation of G, R, Bamways, and not J, N, Pentelow, though, as
you rightly suggest, the mnr- nanes were interloped In Mr. Hamilton's stories with-
out his ing the story ' in the GEM it was actually written
by E. §. Brooks, and was originally entitled 'The Coward of 8t, Jim's' = but there is no
record to show that Brooks and Hamilton ever collaborated In stories for the Companion

Clive R, Fenn most certainly did not write any substitute stories in the MAGNET or
GEM = not only by official records, When Mr, Fenn was contacted some years ago by Ton
Hopperton he remarked 'that the only story he ever wrote was rejeoted by Pentelow the
editor, Then he (Fenn) wes later most astonished to see that Pentelow had carved wp his
idea Into five or six stories, which were later published, Clive R, Fenn's job was simply
to answer readers letters in the MACNET office,

Mr, C, M, Donn recently told me that Charles Hamilton did create Cordon Cay & Co,. in
the BPIRE LIBRARY, but only wroté the first few stories, and afterwards he (Down) and
He £e Hinton wrote the stories under the 'Prosper Howard! pen-name between them, A full
explanation about all this would take an article by itself. The mystery of the creation
of Clifton Dane in the OEM 1s most easily explained} Readers who have the CEH will have
to have a full 1ist of additional data since that was published in due coursel

Moe 57 THE FEUD OF THE FOURTH which introduced Clifton Dane was written by the
editor PERCY GRIFFITHE

The substitute writer who retired Mr, Linton, and replaced him with Mr, Pilbeam was
FRANCIS WARWICK, who wrote more stories than credited to him in the GEM CATALOGUE.

Personally 1 denft think Clive R, Fenn had the ability to 'Chost! for Charles
Hamilton, According to Btantor-Hope, and I'm only quoting what he told me, "he (Hope) as
a personal friend of Mr, Hamilton had his full spproval when he used his characters in
stories.

:  Phyllis Howell 1s found In G. R. Samways *School end Bport® and also {n
Atk ppd 13, Premmablya these, tho Hagnets were also written by Bamays, An
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interesting point: 1In Magnet L68 1t {s stated that Phyllis Howell had lost her only
brother In the war a year before, but, later, Bamways introduced her brother, Archie,
to Greyfriars,

Ge Was Right! By W.0.Ge Lofis

Some years ago, I took friend Gerry Allison to task, for suggest-
ing that he could detect a substitute story in a few words. Although
T still maintoin that with sub-editing, interloping of phrases and
other factors by sub—editors, one can be so wrong, though a general
examination by an expert could possibly tell the difference = on this
occasion I am most pleased to say that Gerry was rights "Wanted a
Poet" Noe 953 the Cedar Creck story in the BOYS FRIEND was written by
a sub-writer but not as Gerry so strongly hints by Ge R. Samways = but
by Reginald S. Kirkham — who was a close friend of his.

In fairness to Eric Fayne our editor, who suggested recently that
Charles Hamilton had written all the 205 stories, he had not only been
misled by Mr, Hamilton, (who probably assumed he wrote them all) but
it has been many years since he last read them, and one's opinions can
alter a lot in a fresh perusal of them.

I have found evidence, that the above story was written in a great
hurry, so probably the writer can be excused to some extents At the
same time I can also answer Ray Hopkins query in the August 'Yours
Sincerely' on details about R. S. Kirkham - or 'Kirks' as he was
affectionately called.

IKirks! was considered a great humorous writer at the Amalgamated
Pross. Starting writing for THE SCOUT, he later wrote some early sub-
stitutc Magnet stories, and at least GEM 568 "Denounced as a Coward"«
In 1919 he wrote many Bessie Bunter stories in THE SCHOOLFRIEND, mainly
the mmorous ones, whilst Horace Phillips wrote the serious themese
"irka' wrote boys stories under the name of 'Frank Vincent' as well
as pumerous girls tales.

Around 1930 'Kirks' was left a large sum of money by his father,
who had owned a large store in the South. Giving up writing, he went
on a cruise round the world, and on his return started a successful
fruit growing business in Kent. On his death a few years #go, he left
over £32,000.

'Kirks' was an exceedingly popular man at the A.P., and was a
lending light in all the house dinners, parties, and functions, and he
was certainly far from unknown.

So congratulations, Gerry on proving that a Cedar Creek story was
a sub, and I'm only too pleased to confirm (providing that they are
ccr.rect) amilton queries in the future.
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BACK AGATN in response to persistent request
GEMS OF HAMILTONIA (No. 1 New Series)

Lancaster stood silent, looking at hime His face expressed
nothing but a faint amusement. But there were strange thoughts in
his mind, strange feelings in his heart. Loder did not know it,
could not guess it, could not even have understood it had he known =
but had a fellow like Wingate uttered these words, or even a junior
like Wharton or Bob Cherry, the self-possession of the schoolboy
crook would have crumpled up. Overwhelming shame would have driven
that smile from his face; his glance would have faltered and drooped.
He would have stood guilty and condemmed.

Loder hated him, but not because he was what he was. Had
Lancaster been as open and above suspicion as any man in the Sixth,
Loder would still have hated him and sought to injure him. It was
Lancaster's good qualities, not his bad ones, that stirred the Sixth
Form bully's bitter malices

(There will be a special competition in a few months' time in
connection with this greaent series of Gems of Hamiltonia. Watch for
future announcements.

FOR SALE:s  3.B. Library 7d,8d,9de 30 copies No. 218-319, £2, 8, 9.

S.Be Library 7d,8d,9ds 65 copies Noe 153 = 350, £44 1. 3a

S.B. Library 74,84,9d. 159 copies No. 149 - 343, £9. 18, 9

No duplicates, and nearly all are 7d & 8d, very few 9de All in good

condition.

Union Jacks 4 copies (1912) 12/-; Union Jacks 12 copies No, 1006 to

1324 15/- Contre supplements missing but S.B. stories complete in

the aboves Union Jacks 59 copies Nos 844 - 1531, £5. 18+ Os

Nos 1 Sexton Blake Anmual, 17/6. Detective Weeklies 4 copies, S.

Blake stories, 4/=s SBs Library, 64 copies 387-519, end period £1.0.0.

S40.L. 385-370~367-211-310-298-383-363 BoFs Library 435-439) £2,15,0.
both St. Franks. ) the lot.

B.F. Library 3d, 178-201-251. B.F, Librery 4d. 140-289-463-)g1, 18, 0.
512-535-544-568-635+ Jtne lot.

Greyfriars Annuals 1919-30-32-34-37-41, cover missing from 1930,

Postage extra on all items, £4, 10, 0s

I. LITVAX, 5, SANWELL ROAD, ASHFORD, MIDDX.
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Nelson Lee Column

BEBBEEBRBEBBREBEEEEEBBE

CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD

IMPERSONATIONS * By H. CHAPMAN

Tom Hopperton, in "Dear 0ld Pals" mentions stories about disguises
and impersonations and wonders if the readers were convinced by theme

Es Se Brooks' stories have always been described as larger than
life, far-fetched, and fantastic; but I contend that they were very
seldon really impossibles In any case, he always told the stories in
such a woy as to make them sound plausible.

Take the cases of impersonation in the St. Frank's storiese
There was the time, on one of the summer cruises when Reggie Pett
dressed up as Violet Watson and sitting in a chair on deck flirted
with Handy. Reggie was a slim, good looking boy, he wore Violet's
clothes, and after all it was dusk. No wonder Handy was taken in, and
they do say "love is blind".

Then there was the time when Reggie impersonated his own sister
and accused Jack Mason (Gray) of stealing her handbag. No one had
seen Pitt's sister before, and it was easy to fool most of the boys,
although Nipper "tumbled" to the trick.

On another occasion Nipper was expelled from St. Frank's and
returned disguised as a new boy., Nipper was a good actor, he dyed his
hair a fiery red, wore dark glasses and adopted a shy attitude, com-
pletely different from his own personality. The story seemed to me
quite convincing.

Contrast this with the Bunter book, "Bunter Keeps it Dark". In
this story he is sent home from school for a week; but does not want
to gos He blacks his face and puts on clothes from the theatrical box
and pretends to be a visitor from India to see " ", We are asked
to believe that all the boys are deceived and that even Mr. Quelch,
he of the piercing, gimlet eye, fails to recognize the most stupid
menber of his forme

This is asking too much. Bunter, the Fat Owl, the world's fattest
schoolboy, with his little turned-up nose, great big glasses, completely
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disguised by blacking his face and wearing different clothes.

Apart fron his appearance, Bunter had not the wit, intelligence
and nerve to carry off such a deceptions To me this was quite an
impossible story.

E. S. Brooks always made his characters behave true to form and
never made then act out of character.
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E. M, WYATT thinks it did

When I read Bob Blythe's article in the March C.D. I too, like
Alex Parsons was pleasantly surprised to find that the N,L.L. was more
than holding its own in the affections of our fellow readers. I did
think of writing a few lines to the Nelson Lee Colunn at the time but
being no great shakes as a scribe I never got around to it. However,
after reading Alex Parsons' most interesting article in the July issue,
I felt I had to make the efforts

Mr, Parsons wonders whether the N.L.L. contributed to its own
demise owing to its lack of size in comparison with its companion
papers and I feel certain that this was sos As a youngster I often
wished the Lee were larger as I had to endure many a taunt from my
chuns becouse of its smallness compared with other periodicals.

Some time during 1926 we were told by the editor that the N.L.L.
was to be increased in size and I had hopes that at last the old paper
would be equal in size to the Magnet and Gems Alas! the new format
fcll a long way short of that and I felt greatly disappointed, About
the same time, the.stories, in my opinion, fell below the standard I
had come to expect of them and so I finally forsook the N.L.L. As
Mr. Parsons says, size and format played a big part in our schoolday
readings It was certainly so in my case. I still have a soft spot
for St. Frank's though, and lock forward to Jack Wood's column every
monthe

* % % *

LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S By JIM COOK

To cnter St. Frank's is like going through to another world. The
transition is sudden and overwhelming. You begin to shake off the
encumbrance of the modern way of life the moment you step off the
clanking old local train at Bellton station. You feel as if a thousand
years of time have suddenly dropped from your shoulders as you leave
the station yard and walk into the old world village of Bellton. But
the metamorphosis isn't complete until you enter the school gate of St,

L =T O = A Y

oomE QP W0 an

e
ir



Frank's in Bellton Lane. Then you begin to live. An entirely new
vista opens up before you. Here, in the calm shadows of the eln and
chestrut trecs, here, in the peaceful Triangle where old Josh Cuttle,
the school porter sweeps up the follen leaves, the scene welcomes you
and begs you to rest awhile. Fronm the top of the horseshoe of build=
ings in the monner of a defiant barrier stands the School House which
at any moment will disgorge all shapes and sizes of human beings
escoping from their labourse. And old Josh Cuttle with 2 fixed regu=
larity would give o final sharp swoep of his broom and toddle back to
his lodge to gloom over the lovely weather, the reign of peace and the
cheerful schoolboyse

I had come down to see the old school on one of my regular visits
and it is a strange fact that no matter how evil the weather there is
a permancnt sunshine here that will cut you off from the sullen clouds
you left at homes As if you were in a dank, dark and eerie wood and
you suddenly break into a clearing of bright sunlight and green meadowse
Then the promisc is fulfilled; this is what you have come to enjoy and
it never changes. But some things may not change yet people altere
It may be a good reward, it may even be a tardy blessing for characters
to change but it seems such a tragedy when somebody we know so well
tends to slip into the background and merge with the nonentitiese
This has actually happened to Bob Christine of study Nos 1 in the
Modern Housee In the early chronicles of St. Fronk's Bob was often to
the fore with idess and resource and with his two study mates, Yorke
and Talmadge, was geporally sought after by Nipper to help carry out a
scheme to @ successful conclusion. In those days when Bob was captain
of the old Collego House he was a force to be reckoned withs While
the Ancicnt House always wes top dog even when Ralph Leslie Fullwood
was in command the College House juniors under Bob Christine's lecder-
ship easily took the honours in sport and their recognition of the
Ancient House ley only in recruiting good players from ite It was
left to Nipper to infusc the vital spark which had lain so dormant in
the Ancient House under Fullwood's captaincy. But Bob's prowess as o
form captain did not suffer cven when Nipper estsblished the Ancient
House to its rightful order for Nipper was quick to realise the power
of Study Noe 1 in the College House.

And between them Nipper and Bob put many things to rights at Ste
Frank's until the coming of John Busterfield Boots. This amazing new
boy became leader of the Monks and ousted Nipper from the Remove
coptaincy in a matter of days. Buster's supremacy wos the outcome of
his power of speech, his forceful manner and his remarkable gift of
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organisations Yet his ability to control the juniors who had fallen
under his spell did not allow for the rude awakening that was to come
laters It may well be that the genesis of Christine's lapse into
obgcurity began at this periods le is not the sunny, even tempered
Jjunior I once pictured him. Today he is just one of the crowd for
Boots reigns supreme as captain of the Modern House. The great J.B.B.
is vastly different to the inage he created when he first came to
St. Fronk's and is really a nice fellow, but doar old Bob Christine,
with his chums, Roddy Yorke and Charlie Talmadge appear to me to have
accepted defeat and do not any longer blend with the strong characters
herce

I approached Bob about his indifference to the new order and he
diffidently explained that it wos perhaps due to the four Houses which
is now St. Frank's, When, in the old days, there were only the Ancient
House and the College House there was a set challenge between the
Monks - as the College House juniors were called - and the fossils of
the Ancient House. But the change to four Houses split up the rival
factions and an independence grew with each individual House. Bob
considered that the change had brought about 2 lack of desire to fight
for the mastery and though House rivalries and japes still went on it
would never be the smme as in the days when there was a definite out-
come of a battle.

Today, the West House, under Reggie Pitt's guidance, can claim
equal honours with the Ancient House for position as leading House
but there is always the Modern House and the somewhat effete East
House to break up the picture of settled glory., Perhaps because of
its associations with the pnst the Ancient House will be, for me, the
main House at St. Frank's,

The absence of Nelson Lee and Nipper makes itself felt all over
the school and one senses the feeling of detachment on entering the
kncicnt House that you are aware they are not in the school.

Dr, Stafford, the headmnster, has received news from Now Cuinea
concerning Lord Dorrinore's party and he tells me that this part of
the world is becoming very important politically.

The summer holidays are over so it cannot be a prelude to the boys
of St. Frank's spending the vacation overseas.

But trust Dorrie to pop up wherever there is trouble. And
trouble there must be in Now Guinea otherwise ho would not be there.

“otrls om wnua 1898 Chums Annul 19213 250 Plctiregoars 19(5-5e  ALL 00D
CONDITION, B8ALE or EXCHANGE ===, LEES, eto,
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UNFAMILIAR ASPECTS OF WODEHOUSE
By Gerry Allison

THE school stories by P. G. Wodehouse - comprising eight serials
and nineteen short tales, written for The Captain, have been fully
described and commented upon in our hobby magozines. Bill Hubbard had
a full length article entitled "Mainly Wrykyn" in the Collectors Digest
Anmunl for 1962, A fow of the short stories were reprinted in the
Holiday Anmuale

Other juvenile literature by this author however, is less well
knowns In the "C.D.! Anmual for 1961, there is a masterly survey of
Cassell's finest magazine "Chums," by Brian Doyle - "Through The Years
With 'CHUMS'," If you refer to the list of stories contained in Volume
17, for the years 1908-09, you will find one called "The Luck Stone"

a School and Mystery yarn, illustrated by Gordon Browne, and written
by Basil Windnom. I wonder if Brian was aware that the author of this
story was really Ps G« Wodehouse?

I have been told by Mr. Wodehouse that CHUMS was a favourite paper
of his during his boyhood, and that he read it for yearss He therefore
knew exactly the kind of story the editor wanteds This story has been
described - somewhat unkindly - as "professional bilge writing, pro-
duced after wide and purposeful bilge reading."

Purposeful - my eye! Wodchouse was an omnivorous reader of
popular fictions Henty, Haggard, Anstey, Connn Doyle, werc all favour-
ites, but especially the magazines. He had rend scres of school
fiction, and enjoyed it all. That was his only purpose in reading -
enjoyment, Incidentally he had a wide knowledge of, and a deep respect
for the work of Frank Richards. In a letter which he sent me soon
after the death of Charles Hmmilton he saidt= "I was so sorry to hear
of Frank Richards' deaths I never met him, but he must bave been a
splendid fellows And what a great writer of school stories."”

The two had certain things in common, The gift of imparting
hoppiness; their re-readability; and particularly an amezing kmowledge
of literature and a genius for apt quotation. Many prescnt will re-
member the Hamilton Tag List compiled by Tom Hopperton. With this one
can compare Jeeves, who quotes from Pliny the Younger, Whittier, Fitz-
Gerald, Shelley, Kipling, Scott, Enerson, Shakespeare, Virgil, Dickens,
Horace, The Bible, Burns, Browning, and mony other suthors and poetse

& writer in The Economist once stressed the debt of P.G. Wodchouse
to Frank Richardse "When we are all ancient history" he says - "some
smart pundit may very well prove that Wodehouse wrote Richards as well -
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or perhaps vice-versa."

And in addition, if this leamed scholar has in the course of his
resecarches, come across the St Frank's stories, and has compared
Phipps with Jeevos, Archie Glenthorne with Bertie Wooster, and William
Napoleon Browne with Rupert Psmith, he will certainly be able to prove
that Wodehouse wrote Edwy Searles Brocks also - or, again, of course,
vice-versas

:Besides writing for Chums, Wodehouse in his early days contributed
stories, essays, articles, verses, efc. for many other magazines,
including Answers, Punch, The Globe, Titbits, etce In one of these
articles Wodehouse reveals a rcmarkable kmowledge of the Union Jack
stories. He discusses the various types of villain which appear in
detective fiction.

After dealing with Tho Sinister Men From Chimn, Assam, or Tibet
who are on the track of the jewcl stolen from the Temple, and The Man
With The Grudge, which has lasted as fresh as ever for thirty years, he
comes to THE MASTER CRIMINAL. To end this short article, let me quote
this delightful passoge.

"We now come to the last class, Master Criminals,

The psychology of the Master Criminnl is a thing I have never
been able to understand. I can follow the reasoning of the man who,
wishing to put scmething by for a rainy day, poisons an uncle, shoots a
couple of cousins, ana forges a wills That is business, It is based
on sound comwercial principless But the Master Criminal is simply a
ditherer. He does not need the moneye He has got the stuff. What
with the Delancy Emeralds and the Stuyvesant Pearls, and the Hontressor
Holbein nnd the bearer bonds he stole from the bank, he must have
salted away well over a million. Then what on earth does he want to
go on for? Why not retire?

But do you think you could drive that into a Master Criminal's
head? Not in o million yearse I have just been reading the latest
story about one of these pooy half-witss This one, in order to go on
being a Master Criminal, was obliged to live in a broken-down cellar
on a smelly wharf on the river, posing as a lodging-house keeper. A1l
he did with his time wes chop wood in the backyard. And at a conserva-
tive estimate, after paying salaries to his staff of one-eyed Chinamen,
pock-marked Mexicans, and knife-throwing deaf-mutes, he must have been
worth between two and three million poundse

He could have had a yacht, 2 fleet of motor-cars, a house in
Grosvenor Square, a nice place in the country, a bit of shooting in
Scotland, a few miles of fishing on same good river, a villa on the
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Riviera, and a racing-stable. He could have run a newspaper, revived
British opera, and put on Shakespeare at popular pricess But nol He
preferred to go on living in his riverside cellar, which was flooded
every time there was a high tide, simply because he wanted to be a
Master Criminal.

One scarcely knows whether to laugh or weeps "

It's true, you know. MNre Reece had his millions, but he never
seemed to get much pleasure out of thems And now we have the Master
Criminal who plamned the recent Train Robbery. By the latest account,
he is trying to flog fivers at half-price. He'll probably end up in
the riverside lodging housel

N Y WA

MIDLAND

Meet’ t_October

A5 the room at the Arden Hotel was not available for the usual last Tuesday In the
month, this meeting was put back a week. Nevertheless, despite the absence of the two
Burton members, there was a full attendance, The twelve present were Norman Gregory,
Harry Broster, Tom Porter, Jack and Madge Corbett, Jack Bellfield, Ted Davey, Ray Bennett,
Ceorge Chatham, Gerald Price and Win Brown and Win Partridge. A quiz, set by Jack Bell-
field was won by the Secretary, eleven right from twelve Hamiltonian questions, The
1ibrary raffle was won by Norman, who recelved a BFL, a NLL and a 2nd series Creyfriars
Kerald. Before the talk there was a display of collectors itens from Tom Porterts wonder-
ful collection. First, bearing the date of the meeting Oct. 1ST but L2 years old was a
Nelson Lee Library No, 330 "Playing for the League", Another Item dated Octe 15T, 1938
was a Magnet, Also a Cem of the Dirk Power-Levison Series No. 660. This was L3 years
old dated Octecber 2nd, 1920, Most Interesting was, 1 thought, a No, 1 Empire Library in
tip top mint condition, The date on this was February 19th, 1910, This a Rylcombe
Grammar School Cordon Cay yarn, As an interest to Jack Bellfield a football programme
from 1921 = Cradley Heath St. Lukes versus Birmingham Trams. Jack was an official of
the first named club and appropriately Tom Is very keen on trams, Ted's talk was from a
Magnet of the Valentine series and all the fine humour of Frank Richards was given full
reign by a recital of the adventures of Horace James Coker warestling® with a book of
750 1lines from Virgil, In Coker's opinion Virgil could have cut down to a fracticn of
that figure if he wanted to write a book, As Ted remarked Frank Richards could not be
excelled for his humour and we had another example of the same when Madge Corbett read a
part of the Tuckshop Rebellfon (Magnet story) when the Remove barred themselves in the
tuckshop against Mr, Hacker. This was the bit when Hacker called on a gang from
Courtfield to help, to the utter disgust of Mr, Prout.

HARRY BROBTER
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Me . ABTRALLA
scnce of Syd Bmyth who 1s holidaying at the Barrier Reef, Emie Carter
opened the meeting. His pleasing task was to make 2 presentation to Stan Nichols sho has
been host to the club for several years now, providing most congenial surrcundings for
the meetings entirely free of charge and almays ready to meet the wishes of club merbers.
To express thelr real sppreciation for his generosity members chose a most unusual token,
a 'stereoscope’ complete with a travel 1library of views, Stan's surprised but happy
acceptance of this gift left mecbers in no doubt whatsoever that the choice had been a V
happy ones

The pesting was thromn open for discussions and after each overseas letter was read
by the secretary pembers were able to alr their views on a wide range of subjects,

Of Interest to all was & copy of the *Transcona News® received from Bill Cander, A
three colour spread gave a well-deserved write=up to Bill and his activities with the r

8.P.Cs Twe photos of Bill surrounded by his ccllection and printing press supported this
article,

The ever-welcome "Newslettera' from Harry Broster brought nems and views from the
Midland Club. Hembers were extremely Interested to read the amnouncement therein re the |
proposzl o reprint the older 'Hagnet! yarns in "Look and Learn® and are eagerly locking
formard Lo further news on this subject,

Ron Hodgson kept us informed of the activities of the Northern Club, The secretary
was most pleased to learn that Ron shares her enthuslasn for the ®Slade® atorles and also
that he has extended a friendly hand to our new member Don Harkness who shares Ron's
fondness for the Captain Justice stories in the Hodem Boy.

It won't be long before Jin Cook will be on his way to New Zealand and it is good to
know that he will have a contact established since he and Jack Murtagh, both ardent Lee=
ites, have been exchanging letters regularly, It 1s hoped that there will be a member
of the hobby clrele to bid Jim melcome at each port of call In Australla with a full size
meeting here In Bydney 1f time permits,

From Rev, Jack Hughes of Brisbane came his usual friendly letter reviving pleasant
pemories of Jack!s rmemorable visit with us in March this year, HRe and Harry Curtis of
Ipswich hold the fort for the hobby In that part of the world and it 1s to be hoped that
one day there will be sufficient enthusiasts there to permit the formation of a club there,

Victorfan collector Hrs A.C. Davidson's letter was then passed around for the members
to read, From this letter it would appear that information given to club members at the
July peeting, although in good faith, was Incorrect, Mr, Davidson tells us that Shefla
8tevens, who was such a vital personality in the earlier OBBC in Melbourme 1s still alfve,
We would 1ike to tender our sincore apology for any hurt occasloned by this incorrect
statement contatned In the elub report for the August C,D,

‘The remainder of the evening was spent discussing Charles Hamilton's ability in
relationship to his characterisation of English schoolboys as opposed to the forelgn
element always present in his varlous scheols, Ceneral opinfon was that he was excellent
in his partrayals of the former whereas the latter were always larger than life, This
tople made for stimulating discussion,

Before the meeting closed for the usual pleasant half hour at the nearby coffe inn, £
Btan Nicholls announced that he had been able to make arrangements for the Christmas g
party and details of this happy event will be finalised at the November meeting.

B. PATE Hon, Sbo.
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_— b MORTHERN

Was an exc L atl of twenty members for our October meeting, Including
four senbers of the fair sex, which enabled Geoffrey Wilde to remark how nice it was to
be cble to open the meeting with the usual *Ladies and Centlemen,' instead of 'Gentlemen,!
as happened last month,
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Formal business was socn dealt with, and then Gerry Allison dealt with events and

T ence recelvéd, and informed us that two new postal members were enrolled, He
followed with an account of the meeting held at Maidstone, which had been most enjoyable,
with the added pleasure of meeting old and new friends, and was favoured with very fine
wea'Mers

_~Jack Wood gave us his news of the month, which included a reference to fLook and
Lea! ! and the Greyfriars story it has chosen for re=printing, which seems to be an in=
different substitute effort, and hacked about at that, Jack also mentioned the latest
Bunter bock, 'Just 1lfke Bunter,! and offered en interesting theory as to who finished off
the story. e

The next ltem was a quiz "People and Places! by Frank Hancock, dealing with old boys
bocits and comic papers, Some of the clues, presented in cryptic fashion, puzzled many
members, and produced some answers not foreseen by the compilert BStill, it was good fun,
and Geoffrey Wilde ran out the winner, with Gerry Alllson second and Neville Vear and
Molly Allison joint third,

A general discussion was the next item on the programme, and the subject, 'Was Edwmy
Searles Brookes a Plaglarist?! was a topical one in view of the recent controversy as to
the respective merits of Brooks and Hamilton in the colurns of the 'C,D,! Bame very
interesting views were advanced, and the general conclusion was that all writers plagia=
rise to some extent at scme period of their careers as they cannot always aveld being
influenced by what has gone before,

The birthday of our President, P, G, Wodehouse, was only a few days shead, and so,
after refrestments had been served, the second half of cur programme was devoted to a
reading of his works by Geoffrey Wilde, Ceoff, rendered one of the stories from 'Young
Men in Spats! in his usual effective fashlon, and at 9.15 we all dispersed in high good

humours
s HANCOC H 8
Next meeting, 9th Novembers L4 B o S

LONCOR

Despite inclement weather, there was a good gathering at Leytonstone on Sunday,
October 20th, Hosts were Reuben and Mrs. Godsave, Satlsfactory library reports were given
by the two librarians, Roger Jenkins and Bob Blythe, The sales of the Nelson Lee cata-
logue have been very good, a recent advert in the 'C.D.' helping the sales considerably.
Sexton Blake catalogue makes good progress, Bill Lofts mentioning the fantastic dis-
coveries re the authors writing for the "Union Jack,®

B111 Lofts was the first victim of the *Sclo Quiz® and he acquitted himself quite
well, The two Packnans, Len and Josle had a private go at the quiz and did exceedingly
well,

B111 Lofts read cut an article about Bill Gander from the "Transccna News.” Bill also
paid tribute to Bill for his fine work in editing, printing, publishing and mailing the
querterly issues of the "Story Paper Collector,” The thanks of all those present were
afforded to both Bill Gander and Bill Lofts, Quite a good feature this reading and greatly
erjoyed by the company, A debate followed, subject "Was Quelch a Just Beast?", Bob
Blythe read a paper from Bill Norris, vho was unavoldably absent from the meeting, Bill
Norris disagreed and thought that Quelch was unjust at times. But after comments from
Messrs, Lofts, Sutton, Bush, Blythe, Packman, Wright and Hopkins, plus remarks from Winifred
Horiss and Millicent Lyle, the motion was carried that Quelch was a “Just Beast,! A good
stouy 'Teed followed,

Next meeting at Bob Blythe's abede at L0, Ellesmere Road, Dollls Hill, Londony NoWe10s
;:A.Bw. November 17th. Kindly inforn Bob If attending and bring mig or cupe Phone

e mm-- UNCLE BENJAMIN
%m%: Eleanar Packman, cnly child of Mr and Mrs, Leonard Packman of Blakiana
ame 5 en associated with our London Club ever since it was formed. HMembers have

matched her grow fron 8, Little girl into & charming, Young, AORMa A FEI0IRES. M.
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hear the echo of wedding bells in late October.

‘The lucky young man who has carried off the brightest jewel from the Blakiana crown
is Mr, Bi1ll Hickman, Collectors' Digest wishes this grand couple long life and supreme
happiness always.

Blll and Elesnor are spending their honeymoon In Deven and Cornwall,

t ERSETBLIE
*11 was mi.g% ﬂ the attendance was goods

After the Chairman had dealt with the correspondence he Informed us that he had man=
aged to acquire 3 Hollday Annuals in excellent condition at a very reasonable price, The
rules of the club were then read over, minor adjustments made and finally passed for
another year, The election of officers resulted as follows:=
Norman Pragnell; ﬁ% B111 Windsor; Librarian - Jack Morgan, Lt was o=
nously decided to invite Eric Fayne to become our President in succession to the late
Charles Hanilton, and also to invite Frank Case and Dob Webster to be Vice-Presidents.

The tusiness part over, Norman Pragnell intreduced a quiz based on Characters and
thelr Creators which was won by George Riley, (We will have to consider handicapping
Ceorge; he wins too often,)

We spent the rest of the time discussing future programmes and declded that for the
November meeting we should have a Brains Trust; the 'brains' (?) selected being the three
elected officers of the club, By means of drawing out of the hat Bert Hamblett was given
the honour of preparing the next quiz (or whatever else he may care to Inflict upon us).

We were sorry to hear that Frank Unwin had been unable to attend the meetings be=
cause of 111-health, We all hope that he will scon be fit again and will once more joln
the happy band.

Next peeting, Sunday, Noverber 10th, BILL WINDSOR

;qy P‘](Nudnme]: It has been my

privilege to examine Frank Richards! library,
and 1 know that he was an exceptionally well=
read man, gifted in the study of languages

0 and above the average In the literary fleld,
Henry Ward Beecher once remarked that it made
from

very 1ittle difference how one acquired an
T“CETESH“E T"e‘“s education, whether it be In the classic shades
the Editor's Letter-Bag of old Oxtord or Harvard, or by the fireplace
in a lonely cabin on the frontier, The fron=
tler is a good place to get truth, There 18
no cne there Lo bother yous
‘%}W (Muchalls): I love Collectars' Digest even though 1 donft possess a
[ or Gem = or indeed anything apart from ny treasured volume of Jack, Sam
and Pete, I think It is good to keep In touch with the things of one's youth and to
experience a pleasant nostalgia for those far-off days, Just as a stray whiff of a cer-
tain perfume, or a snatch of an old melody can Instantly re-create some cherished moment
of long ago, 8o do these old school yarns, Why worry about who wrote which? It was all
pure gold to us bays then, and It remains untarnished now,

m&nﬁﬂ{smuwm}: 1 thought the old Bexton Blake much better than the

new, but in order to sell anything these days, one must move with the times = or must one?
Apparently neither the old nor the new Blzke was acceptable to the public, but I am not

really surprised. Books and magazines that sell to-day have to be full of sex and dirt,
to interest the masses, Many people are concerned about the rubbish which is coming into
Australla, a lot of it from the U.S8.A, The editorial on old hym tunes and old stories

mas a delight,

Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Road, Burbiton, Burrey,
Duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, Yark,




