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FOR SALE 
BY ORDER OF THB EXECUTRIX OF THE LATE BILL HARTIN 'S 

LIFELONG 001.La"TION OF OLD BOYS I BOOKS 

OFFERS ~\JESTED FOR THE FOLLOIIING LOTS:-

LOT 82 - 20 differen t copies of ~ - M,igazines ccmprising -
3a. & 4d. 'Sexton Bl oke , ' mnjori 9 - 'Annch:lir Science ' 6d. - 1938, 
below No. 100, with covers . SOCle 4 - 1Popilar Science ' 25c. - 1948, 
well -used , moderate condition . 3 - !Science Fiction' 9d. - 1947 & 

1m.....§i. - 22 different copies of ~8. With covers , fair condition . 

4d. ' Sexton Bloke' No. range 100 !~ - M.'.lgazines comprising -
t o 200, with ccvers, fair ! 5 - ' Amazing St ori es' 25c . - 1948&9 
condition . Is - 1 Astounding Science Ficti on' 9:! 
.!&!JM. - 3 copies 'Sexton Blake , ! 8 - fasc ellnneous 
6d. _ Nos. 7 & 12, 7a. _ No. 70 ! Iii th cover s , f :lir conditio n. 

with covers . Well used , modera te j.!m'...3Q - 2 books , 8/6 issues , by 
conditi on. \ Frank Ricmrds - 1 - 1 Billy 
~ - 5 copies 'Sexton Bloke' j Bl..in;er's Own' am. 1 - _'T?m Merry's 
8d. _ Nos. 3(15,306,307,310, & 311_10wn • Excellent condition . 
lli th covers , excellent ccndi t i on, LOT 91 - Book, 7/6 issue , by 
LOT 86 - 50 different conies of M!1rtin Clif ford - 'The Scapegoat 

'Collect ors ' Digest '• ill enrly ~!!ti~:.'•·' Excellent 
issues , good condition . 

LOT · - Book - ' Billy Bunter of 
lm...§1 - Enrl y post -war American G f . S , Fr 
MDg5Zines comprising - 15 - Weird rey nars chool , by ank 

F t t• Ad Richards - Autographed Copy. Tales - 25c . , 8 - an as ic ven- Ex 11 t ndit" 
tures - 25c , With covers - good ce en co ion • 
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PLEo\SE QUOTE LOT NUMBERS. !'OST.AL OFFERS ONLY AX THIS STAGE. NO 
CAU.ERS. 

Executrix - Mrs. I. C1rpenter, 
230, Watford Road, 

Harrow, Middx. 
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JiJST CIIRIS'IHAS 

Christ:i. as, 
of course , is 
not 1·"1£\t it w:is 
~vhen we 1rnre 
children . But 
then , fe, ·r 
thir.,; s are . 

Everybody 
sea:is t o :lgl"ee 
t hat Chri st!n!lS 
is to o co::icer­
citlised now<>-

" ·· · ·' ' days . The 
pre par:, tions 
fo r i t start 

t oo early ; th e coney i s t oo l avishl y squandered ; 
the hust l e and th e bus tl e are s o ri otous , t he 

noi se so blatant tha t th e ol d , gentl e messag e of Peace on earth , good 
will towards men, is almos t l ost. 

In the ol d d1>ys we made our own pleasur es ; we did not rely on 
th e t el evision screen t o entert ai n us throughout th e Christ.,,is . Much 
of t he joy of Christmas was in the l ooking forward t o it. In l as t 
year ' s Coll ectors ' Dige st Annual, our YOUJl8 fri end Danny took us back 
t o peep int o C'nrisi>:las time , fifty yenrs ago. Bother m!llcing the 
p.iddings , with al l th e a tten dan t j oy of preparing t he ingredients -
and funny eating much of the fruit which '"'" i ntended to go int o those 
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plddings . The house fill ed with the ste!llil of the boil ing plddicgs . 
The making a t bane of the silllple Chris1mss deoora ti ons . The buying of 
the grand old Christmas Double Nuobers which ooant so cuch to us then . 

I wonder somet imes whethe r Christmas can poss ibly menn s o much to 
children now as it di d when we were young. I wonier, if we could taJce 
yow,g funny , tum a swit ch t o rut him forward over fifty years , and 
plant him down i n the middle of Christoas 1963, st ill a youngste r, 
jus t what hi s re acti ons would be . lfould he fi nd the modern ·, orl d 
vastly superi or t o t he one from which we had taken him? Would he pre ­
f er an evening bef ore the t elly so superio r to t hat ni ght out at th e 
pmt o with Muo 3nd Dad? Would he find oore pleasure in a diac cut by 1 
th e Beatles thnn i n a browse over th e Chri s b:ns Doubl e Jfur.iber of the 
Magnet i n the year 1913? I just don ' t know. fo,ybe he would . 

Early in November h o small boys , probably Wlder five years of 
age , = e rushing do1m the street, One trip ped, ruid f el l at my fe et , 
hi s small , chilled hands smacki ng hard on the pavement . He let out a 
t erri fic yell. I pi ck ed him up, and said: "Cooo on, son , You ' re not 
hurt , Rub your hands toget her ," 

He looked up a t me with a t eo.r-streaked face nnd sai d smart l y: 
"Can you spar e a penny for the guy?" 

I l aughed out loud , and presented him with a s ixpe nce , He was 
off like t he wind with his coopanion . They had no guy. The request 
had just come autora..::rticall y . 

We had guys, of course , when we were children , but it seems t o me 
that th e "Penny for t he guy' ' rite i s sane thing fairly new. I wonder 
what cy oot her •aould have said , l ong ago , if her small son had stood 
about the s tre et chant ing "Penny for th e guy, " She oigh t have said 
nothing , but sh e would have had a fit , Nowadays we see the "Penny for 
t he guy" bri gade out and do~ , at l eas t four weeks before November 
tbe Fifth , 

I have wondered away f roo Chriatoas , and that will never do i n 
our Christr-o.s NUt:lber. Christma.s, c.ft er o.11, i s what we make it our­
selves . Many of us are lu cky, f or we have those old-tilll e Christoas 
Numbers ::unong our most cherishe d possess i ons , and we can spend an hour 
i n an a-s l'lere of an ol d- fashioned Christoas if we feel so inclin ed, 
when our modern televi sion se t begins to bore us . 

J.lay th e message of the first Chri stmas get through t o us all this 
cocing fes tiv e season, and cay i t s spi rit of love , happine ss , and 
peace reoain with us in the New Ycnr soon to be born. 

THE AN!lUAL: 
CO~RS

1 
DIGEST ~!; .. ~~ ff!!~!!~,!!,~,;.,~ 
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rith;'~~~~ t--;,"'£rit i;fo~~ us t ~' cli; '';rt"hint~":'J: 'fu:7;~ 
tent s . Here in al phabe ti cal order, i s a list of the contribut ors to 
thi s year ' s editi on : 
Derek ADLEY; Nei l Bl'XX; &rcy BRC6TER; Jomes OOOK; Richmal. CROMPI'ON; 
DANNY; Rex IXlLPllIN; Bri an DOYLE; Eric FAYNE; Frenk HANCOCK; A. W. 
HANSON; Tom HOPPIBTON; Roge r JfflKI!IS; Frank Vernon LAY; John UPTON; 
Albe rt WATKIN; Henry WEBB; Geof f rey WILDE; Charl es WRIGHT. 

'fuat gall ant band have gi ven of t heir best to a ssure us a Merry 
Christmas - an d th e Annu.'.ll i s l avi shl y illustrated to wazm all our 
nos talgic hearts . 

My ve,:y bes t wishe s t o all my r eaders for a happy time thi s Yule-
tide, and fo r th e bes t of eve rything in 1964· THE EDITOR. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

~ · 

~l 
~ 

~ 

l}enaltp for 
3Jmproper mse 
~ 

A St ory of Gr eyfri nrs were a rai r 111.ld>er or pas senger, Oil tb e 
It looked O\r t stcassr. as Bob Cherey tr a in - a coupl e ot doz en Greyrrtors bo)'s, 

had obsened cheertull.Y. It had started to Sld a rew Frtardale re s idents "1.o were 
S0011J tn the olddle or the att emoon. ni.e return ing to the v l ll age att er a shopping 
Call had been heavy tor a t tme. N'Off It had apre e or a vi s i t to a cinema ln eourt:tleld. 
ceased, but the bitter cold had t ntenstrled . 1bere seeoed llttl e promise th at their 

The l ocal tl"atn tor Fr t ardale stood at. journey would be cocp l eted very speed i ly . 
the baY pla tf orm or Courtr1ela Junet. lon. The l ocal r m ln some cOMectlon wl th 
The ancient engi ne was tus s tng and panti ng, the maJn U ne expresses . ni.e up traln • 
and eotttlng a st.ream ot "'11te s teac into only a t ew olnutes l ate, was long gone. but 
th e dri , frosty atmospher e . I r the engine th e dONl train rrao. London WM alread7 
was 1q,attmt to aet go lng, the passengers tl t teeri cinutes behind tt oe , did was st ill 
In the local train were no le as so. not si gnall ed. 

Normally , the l ocal di d not Cat'T'Y oany Bob Chen'7 pass ed a hand over Ute 
passeng er s.. lt wu, ln f ac t, only the atsted "tndolf or the compartment , end go.zed 
spasmodic tratric ror Creyrrtars School , out over the t ndt tr erentlY Ut pl atforms . 
near f'r'lardal e , ftl l ch kept the Un e open at •It tht.s tt"aln doesn't. som 1e t a move 
all . On Ull a cild-Oeeed>er WedneeiOa,y there on, JtCtre goln& to be late for eall-oTer ,• 



.t~ ""i- ."-- ", .. .__ ... ___ .... _,. ___ ___ .... ,,_ .... 
he 

84
~; Fao:,us Five were ill present tn I the Rem,ve walked QP to hta. 

the coq,artme nt. Creytrtar s jun I on had •Where' s Smithy?• demanded Wharton. 
bem play ing toot.ball cain..t C~t t eld Redwln& gave til e slight es t shrug or 
Crunty School tha t a rtemoon, and Dick hi s ~oulders. 

l.~r;: !:,SO no~ ! 1~t~.,~~: to 
8 j ::~;s:~~'\!:n;a~ staroo at 

oatdlea on the Reoove•s fixture list, and I RedWtng. •Where ts he, then7 1 

I t gaTe Herry Wharton u.e ch.'.lnce to "lay I • He•s gone by ro~. He sa ta he 1d get 
soce or his ,econd-cless men. Stot t, tor . a ta.1.I, He woott, or course&• 
truitance, ?lad replaced JolnlY au11 tn goal, I Wharton SlX>thered en e;iaculatton or 
.ind RedWln: had been gi ven his opportun Jty llll)at l ence . He spoke angrily . f 
:i ~~!e~!e;1JUl ~ 0;ra~~ 50t.t:='~ I detm;~ =,::1:e~~~;!mki! ::1~ • l 
gaoe , 800 f ootballers and supporters bad only le t hie eooe ou t becai.se I said 1111e 
now tamed tnto soal l groups and ..ere fflflted hi e In the gmce, WhY dial ' t you 
scattered ln croi,artoents along the tra in, stop htc:111 

It had been the la.st Mtdl or the •can £n1Me stop th e Bounder when he' s 
tem. Within a few days, lireytr tars M>uld mde up hl s Cttnd about sa:ieth t ng?tl asked 
bt bnaklng-up tor the Chrtat.cllls vacation. Rechrlng dr11Y. 

ffle .sentce on the local Une trco · 'It you•d told Qe , " ' d have .soon 
coortfl eld to f'rlard4le l'f8S not wry ~ stopped htc , • snapped Wharton. 
quent , and the erofld ot Remv t t es hod found •I darcsay 1 He dtdn•t give ce th e 
u ae to enjoy a .sti>stantlal t ea tn Chink- e?Wlce. He "8.S or r am m,ay bef ore 1 could 
1ey1s restSJrEfl t before he edtna; ror the do enyt.hlng about l t. Arter he ttnt.!tl.ecl 

,st.atton. hts t ea he s aid he ha1 an appotntD:!nt to 
•One tht .ng ,• went on Bob, 'th e:y can't I see sooeoo.e tn rrtardsl e. He Juat d t~ 

blai:ie us tor Clltttng r oll 1t the jo l].y old !! appellNd before l could do a thl~ .· 
tratn Is l ate. C).111lch ts S'I athlete ror Wharton made a gesture or annoyance. 
bis :years, but he ..on•t reel up to givi ng . 'An (C)potntcoont In F'rl ardalel 11W: 
,1:1 to a couple or dozen fellow s. • ~ beas t. He1 s gone to see sane boOlY 

'That sounds ltke the London tz"aln rake at the •cross K:eys• or the •thre e 
nr:,,,,• cOo::Jented frank Nugent. I f'l shers.• He won•t get a tax i on a night 

A distant MJJ:ble increa sed ln volum , U ke this. He•ll have to hang aboUt f<r a 
and with a clatt er and a :squeali ng ot bus.• 
brakes th e electric express QNw up on ~ \.hart.on checked htc.selt u a ID.YI passed 
tor pl atf om. along the corTldor . It ,ra:i J o:rce, a ga::,e-

tn the corr id or outside the coq,artcm keeper on Sir Hilton Popper' s estat e. 
occupied bf the Fazoous Five, a boy S8lrlt 'Wharton nodded to hi m, and the can ente red 
pest . The l ocal tr a in ccq>rl sed old corr l- a second-class cocpart.Oent Md slrum ecl the 
dor. rolltng- stock., now used on the br8'>Ch corr idor ooor. 

line : :n: l~~ve ~:.:/!: ~!::!"~!~· I call~~oo ar:~~h :!:': :~1::s and 
Hany Wharton. M tntervJew "1t h the Head tor htm.• 

He rose S'ld passed l nto the COJTldor, Redwlng nodded. He looked won-led.. 
clostnc the cccparr.ci.ent door behind him. •Ir the train hangs about m.ich longer, 

•Redelr\' M ~100 out . we shal l all be late tor cs.ll""OVer, be aatd 
The boy .tic bad saunt tred pa.St turned hopetuUy . •tn that case, the 8wnder •s 

at the call. lt "as TOCI ReOwlng, 1'lbo had absence ffOO't be noticed . I t' s a chance. 
been pla:r lni 1n the aame tbat afternoon . 1be only chance , I think.' 

It was cold 1n the dtltlly-Ut corrid or . The down tr a in had gone, acooc:panJed 
Wl rvJowS were wide open, and flakes or snow by blt ndlng flashes t'l"QC the SllOll1 conctuctor 
were drttt 1ng tn. .A.pert t.rom the two ran. 
juniors,. the corTldor WU deserted . Wharton looked at h i s watch. 

_ .. ,~~ !t~ ... S1.!.,,~~~ ""-n"_r>11!1,~:!-~.;,,~t!-,~.:.,.lffl ~~~ ... 
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aboUt Qake tt ror call-over . 1 reck.oo. t.blsl from the engine . 
train ts orr now.• •Looks Uke a bredu201W1,' said Bob. 

u 1t ln response to his coa:rnt , an He closed the window , md settled dOllll 
en.sine lflhlstle ..ouoded , md the local tra in I ogatn on hi s corner seat. 
jerketl Into cotton. Redlrl n& pleee<t a hand The c trwt es pc..ssed, Md st ill the 
on a window frame to steady hi m.sell a.s the train dtd not ex>ve. TbC guard c:ine along 
trntn Cl)Ved. the con- ldOr. He opened th e door, arx2 

-Well, SJ:tlthY will have to tclte his l ooked .SU!J)le tou sl)' at the F'WDUs Ftve. 
chance ,• said Wh8N.On rather grttllY. -Un- •You young guys bem l ark i ng Qbout:?9 
less there' s t1'rf DJN delay , we 8hall al l he dec.onded. 
get ln t or call-OTer . MY hat , tt•s col d •Lart tn.g? No, What's th e trouble?• 
out here t n the oorrtcior. Coce tn fflth us , asked Wborton. 
Reddy.' The guard WOB ~tng . He spoke 

Redwlng sOOok b ts head. surU).y. 
•I'o go ing along to the toilet to haVe •socebodyfs pulled the oom:imtcatton 

8 wa:ti. These carrtages are tnth}r. • He oord rurther up the train. can •t t lnd MY 
atsplayed hts open pa)J:ls , carked with Ute reaso n tor tt. Sooe young toonkey troc Ute 
gr toe -,;t,.tch had rubbed citr trora the ttl ndciw school , 1 •11 swe3J'.• 
tram. "I'll sec you pre sently, Hnrry. • 1 He deported , leaving the coni,art,Oent 

Rectwtng moved along the con-ldot', Md I door wlde open. 
Whnrf.()n returned to hls cl'J.JmS. lt was I •What larks\• cltlckl ed Sob Cher17 . 
cost].y WUl'CI tn the ccq,art.ment atter the I Another ten t: lnutes went by bef ore 

~ ::a~~:J.y 00:!:-~:::.ion ! !1;~ ':al~::1:0:J~r: ~!° ~~~~~ 
The train jogged along at nn eaQ' pace I · 

t o tbe rtwtlllllc c l ack or the wheels. out- \ • • • • • • • 
std e , the mow flakes swtr lod pas t the •Pretty gotnea honl" 
wfncto,rs . , CosUng, the porter , ooOe that re=uit 

t ho raoous Fi ve chat ted mcrTtl.Y, Uv- I as he l et In the Rem::wttes - about halt m 
Ing aga in SOl!lC or tb o core e.1ctttng cnt1ents ! hour l at e r cr call - over. Cosllng eyed 
or the att'-!rnoon• s game. The tr ain had been t?lnm grtt:l)t through the g100..,. !~ ~ t:; ~:

8 
~~r!::si:1nu t es rtlen there I on. •Wot I snys ts this •ere -" he wmt 

Sob Olel'T')' rubbed the elated wfndcM, I Cheertully tgncirtng the porter , t.he 
sK1 peered out tnto the darknes s . 1 score or so ot jWll ors tr811lDOO ar.aY through 

• Not Frtardal e yet,• ho said . •What's \ th e sncw llhtch covered th ·e quoor ~ le. The 
she stopping roi-1• j Faoous Five brought up tbe Nar , w. 1th 

Wt UI a nua>er ot lerks .end gnints the Red'wtng. 
train ea:ie to a stand.still. J;.s they wal.k.00 a. ShadOfO' figure 

BoD lo,1ered t.he window, an1 put hi s detached Itself troc behind one or the old 
heal out. It was a short train, clXI t.he Co elm tNes 600 joined Ulec. 
occupted 8 coq)al't cient in the last or three •sm1 u,ya• ejaculated Redwlng. 
carrtoges . The engtne was pootlng, m:I the Bc.Qnder spoke irritably . 
belch ing a::nke tnto th e night . 'Whore the dickens did you f ellows 

•ttist be signalsl• aatd Nusent. get to? Jtn been kicking QY heel s , trot.en 
•ntey don't use signals on this Une st if f , welt ing tor you. I got beck to 

nor,,• replied Bob. He Dru.shed l:r"OI' rro t1 school tn tons ot t.toe ror roll , bUt. I 
hls eyes. 

1 

eoul <l'!.' t very well go ln without the rest 
• J.ri. SYalancheS All hands to the ot you. • 

shovel8'' put ln JohMY Bull . Hta'1'7 Wharton paused wtth Redwtns . but 
•SN.It the est eemed wlndCM", Bob,• 1• th e others BJIT i ed on tcwards the warctb 

beggeel H\d"Ne Sllllh. •the partdtul.n ess ot or th e School House. Wb8rt.On g1Bl"8d at the 
thi s preposterou s eltcate l s tcrrtrte.• 0.1ttled t1 8\,l,Mt or th e Bounder. 

Bob stared 1ntci the darkness tor a f ew •I tt s not good enough • S:clihY •' ho 

11~ ;!-~; r,.,.,~,!m::',.,!': ... ~!!!: .,~:~ ,.,,..11""!!J!t .. t~ .. ,~~1!f.~ ..... ~.~, .. ~ .... ~~!!§ ,..,~,'J,;,,'!,.~ 
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'Yo Ice. 'Cllelcb. l et you out ot d etenti on wl th consequent del ay to the sernee. • 
tll ls artemom on the understanding that •ohS• ClJl'tlJNd Whart«I. 
you ple,yed f ootball t<r tba Relfl:lve end •The sta tton--ca.st er at Prlnrdale has 
staYed wlth ttie t ef£1. Arter tea , 1ou t el ephoned DC,' said Nr. Quelch crt splJ'. 
cleared ort to cieet ~ or your shadY" • 1 t appears t Mt the ecergeney cord was 
trlend a. Too utter tool, you know that pulled ln one ot two first-cla ss cc:q,art-
~elch has had hts eye on )'OU eTer since te nt s tn the centre or too tr ain . There 
h.ll.t terc. _. ..ere no passengers t n either or these coo-

•can ttl I got back before your lot , pOJ'Ulents men t he guard Invest i gated . You 
ot an:, rate ,• .srq,ped t.he Botn2er. •t knew about Ulls , ~ 
could have oa:lc call-over with t1rte en The ~t.a l n or the Reo:>ve stared In 
J:1tnu tes to spare , but Quelch c.Jght han sw,>rlse o.t hi s r~ter . 
been susptc t ws U I'd. gone tn without tbe • I knew the CCD11nleatl on--cord was 
ru t or the gtll g. Sk lM er said you weren't p.alled , s tr. nie U'a ln was kept hqlng 
in, Md It' s been domed cold waiting tor abOUt a good tttt een otnutes. The guard 
YQU.. 1 seeQed to tlllnk SODE!bodY hOO 1:>een larking, 

•TM\k goocttess 1w •r e tn, • sa id Red- bUt I 9.1ppose tbey had to lildte sure.• 
"tng. '"°" the dick ens atd 10u do tt, •QutteL• Hr. Quelch' .s brow.s were 
Sc;ltltf? I t?wght you were bomC1 t o be kni t ted ocJne(Jsl.y. •The stat ion-cas t er 
late . There would ha'Ve be«i en UJ'lhol.y t en s C>e that tllere ,,as no gew tne eoer-
ra,, _. geney.• 

•1 told you ttuit t ft'O.S going to do,' •Hey I tlOke n suggestion, s tr?• drml«I 
· gninted the Boww:::ler. •t got a t ~ I from the Bounder . 
eourtttel d. Ten tt c:es h ster thlfl the •well?' bark ed Hr . QJelch. 
l)ut ttng Bill.y . • •ProbablY soceffle Uv es near th e Une. 
! •1 dt <l'l'f. tht nk you crold poss ibly get He didn 't want a l ong walk hooe through tbe 

J,a taxih~~~t~!: 1: 1~; t1¥. = ·in : :/~~a:e,~!;:.: d\d got 
•Honey talk s, Redc.17, The taxi drtnr 11r. Q.zelch' a gtcl et eyes bored Into 

sa i d tha t 1 r I gave him a pens i on he the Bounder. 
wouldn't c2r1.ve tl'rou&h th e snow to Frier- 'F or a 'itlll e , Vemon'"6.m.lth, they 
dale 800 Creyrrlors. I 'N!'fed a t! ver under beli eved that th e train was st opped t o give 
bis nose - and he chMged hi s tllnd quickly . 80l:le ptr.son the Qpportunl ty to l eave l t be-
Stci>le , ts:o.l t It?• tween Courtt t el d end F'rlardal e. A search 

•Jou ood us L• Cllttcr«l Redwtng. rwnd the tr a in with the a td or tlash-U g?\U 
As the thre e Jw,t or s entered th e proved that th i s was not so. NobodY could 

School House t hey were ewro3Ched by Sykes , have le tt th e train with out l eaving carks 
t he pret ect . tn the Br1CM. There were no IIIBl'tul In the 

'Wherton, vernoo-,Sc tth, Redwt ng - snow. The per son who pull ed t.he cord was 
QJelch's stud)' at once, al l t hre e ot ,au,• still on the train. • 
sa id Sykes. He eyed t heo ~ttull.Y , d:ld ' It sounds li ke a detective s tory, sir, • 
o:ktecl: • You'd better get out ot tl'lose wet sa.td the Sounder coolly. 
togs rtrst , but d<:ri1 t waste ttae.• •There ts re ason t o beli eve, Vemon-

About ten ot raites lat.er t.he thre e Seith - ttr. Quelch' s tone s were lc7. 
juni ors -,.e:re stonalng before their tct't'l"' ' There l a reason to belt ne tha t :,ou pul l ed 
ce.sui:r In hi s stud:)'. Hr. QJ.elch, se ated a t t he OO:D.ll'llcatlon cord:. • 
his desk , hs:1 d\ Mgr7" red sJ)Ot on each or • I , sir? ' 
hU bony- ched<:s . n-.e Bouooer1 s eyea opened wide "1th 

•Sorry we1re l ate , air ,' sa id th e I oston l stant . Wharton am Redwlng NeN 
c~ ~t n or t he ReCX>Ye. •The train was star ing at uie tr t onrmast er. 

delay:.~ elch hel d up his bsld. I ~·h::1~ 1~ P:'er: ~f~i°~1:0~!sk• 
• 1 511 awaN that you bo7S are not t o j • 'll'ere not pre sent at roll-call. Tou, 

bl aoe t or being late for ro ll . 'ffle com- 1 Vernon-6ctth, are the onl.y one named on Ule 

.~! :.'~~ m the trat...!...".!' pilled, .. - ... L!l!;,~':.,.~ INI~!!.!!.!~ .. .!!~.,?!~ 
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enough - t.o do such a lawl ess act.• I •tr vem~cJth ..as tn your coq,eny 

The Bounder was red wlth qer . He 1 1lber'I til e tr a ln 1'0.s halted , sx1 you as.sure 
spote lq:iuls lvel7 . me that he wa., not the gulley person , I 

•talk aboUt gtY Jng a dog a ba:I ~. shal l accep t your word, Redwlng ,1 sald Hr', 
or erurae I d 1dn ' t pull tbe C<lrd:. Vhf QJelch. 
atiould I? What utter ro tl' Redwl rfg stood sllent . There was not..h-

Hr. QJelch rose to hi s Ceet . He t ng be could MY. 
l eaned forward onr hU desk, lir, Quelch ' s expreutoo hard~ ogatn, 

•tfr, Clegg , the Frlardale tredesr.an, •1 ac walttng for you to spemt, Re<l-
was a passenger on the t ra in tn a aecold- wing, Was Vemon-6mlth In your OOCl)SOY on 
clus ca:pll'tamt edjo lntng the CJrs t-class the tr ain?• 
ca:partmm t In ttltch, a.a "64 later ascer- •Ho , air.• 
t a lned, the eord wu pulled, He haCl Hr, Quelch looked el.mat tl ~rce now. 
notleed l!l Gre7tr tnrs boy pass In the eorrt - •num how dare you say thn t Vernon-
dor a rew rocenta befor e the bNes were Solth did not pull the cord When you are 
®P li ed. Hr .. Clegg gan this lnt ol'C8tlon untlll'oN whether he did so or not? The 
to the Frlard al e s;.a tt ono-mster - and a:::!ded stati on roste r and the gu&d of th e train 
that he we.a sure t.he boy he had seen was I are corrr l need tha t 1t ,eas tlle act o r a 
Vemoo-,Bcdtb.• reclt l esa sdl oolboy . Apart froD Greytrlars 

The Bouooer br eathed bard . He glared boys, tlte guard was acQUal nted wlth all t.he 
b1t t er1Y at hta fon:i--m ater. passengers oo the local t rain . Such nn oet 

•fll e stupid old t ool , he 1 s bli nd as a ts tn keeping with Vemon-Bclthfs normo.l 
bat . I tell you J know nothing ebout tt . I intolerab l e behaviour , Md, rurthermore . 
WhY should I pull a cocm.mlca tton-coro on a !Kr. Cl egg recogn ized ht.c..• .. 
dl~Y ol d tr ain?• •Hr. Clegg dl ttl 't recognize me,• satd 

•Do not ratse your To lce, Vernon- th e Bounder engrtlY . •Whnrton .'.!ld Redft'ing 

Salth~~t~~o~:!: sfi~ uneas llY. I know ~~·:~ tR:!tia th:v!~t~~fuit 
He hardly knew what to say t or tbe best . I they were not tn your coc:i,any, so th~Y can 

•It was not Vemon-6c1th, si r,• he kn°" nothing pert i nent to tho catter.• 

,aid . The 81m1et eyes were turned on htc. I rappe~~; =er·a 1m1 t pu1~ th e coro b~ 
• Indeed , Wharton? Can yc,u 889.IJ"e oo I caus e tbey know 1 wasn' t on th e t.ra ltl at 

or that? was Vemon-6olth with you when I au ,• oooted th e Boonaer. 
th e cord W8!I pulled? · I Hr. Quelch juei>ed. . 

Wherton redd ened. lf\lhatl You were not oo tbe traln7 

:~~ :.!~' you M°" tbat sooebodY etse I Noru1e~;8~1I~~ cf':a!n~~~!h d;;ed 
l)Ull~~~~ush deepen ed. J tr al ntfr. 

1 Qllc:rm ~odbyt:::i:nco f or a 
• 1 dcn't knOII' wb:l dtd lt, str. I knair moment. 

lt wasn•c. Vernon-6mlth. • ta that true, Wharta>.?1 he demanded 
Hr. Q.J.eleh Cllde a gesture of lz:ipatt en::::e at le.st. 
•It Vemon-&:llth was not wttb. you at •tt•s true, sir,• sa id Wharton 

th e tlcie you can know nothi ng about , IC. reluctant]¥. 
Wherton. • Hr' .. Quelch turned to Red'lt'lng. • 1 Mr. ~elch ' s eyes gl eoc:ied wlth anger. 
sent ror you, Redwtng, b~au se you arxt • You were under det.aic. ton this atter-
vemon-eotth are usually togethe r.. noon , Vernorr6c:il th. For Sa::M.? tt me you have 
were you wt th him llflen tbe corz::unlcatl~ been tmder suspic i on o r hav i ng J:J&de wxlesl r-
oord was pull~ able acqualnt.anceitltps outs ide t he scbOOl . 

Redwt ng shook hts hea:!. Hts race tnS 1 allowed ycu to p l ttf rootb nl.l ac. Court fl eld 
c.roub l ed. on the clear wxierstandlng that you rema!Md 

•It waa'l•t Smithy , a tr,• he sa id tn a wttb tbe team the 1ltlole ttce you were · out,,. 
low voice. 1tde the school gates. You now con r ess to 

11r. Quelch'• trotWI relaxed a trifl e . oe tha t you left the t ea1J and returned to 
,,.,,11f1..,, .. -- 1-,..,.,,.,.,,.,_ .. ,, .. .,.,"''""''""'''"'"''""'"'..,'"'"'''"'t11''"""'"™IHl""''-""'-'""'""'"'""~"'"""jt1f/,1t11 ... ,,..,.,,,,,,11111m11m11""""' 
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the acbool bJ )'OUl"Seu.• 11r. QJ.elcb I Hl". QJ.elch lgnonld t.be NCJOOer . 
tu.med his seYere gaze on hta heed boY. •t 1 1 mall deal wi th )'OU CIY'&elr , Vernon-
blsoe you very c:uch, Wharton. Tou knew tlle Saith ,• he sa id. • Your pw, l shcent will be 
ccndltlons witer tllh.lch thi s boy ,as allow ed 1 sn ere. Jou will bend oTer that cbtltr.• 
to Joi n ,our teac thta nt t.ernoon.• Hr, Q.Jelch se lected his stout.est cane, 

Whartoo waa start i ng to speak, but the 
Sounder tntemc>ted, 

•It wa.sl' t Wbarton• a t oolt., I eleered Jt was half an hoUr l ater that the 
otr .uon e while theY were haTIJ'li t ea ln Bounder entered st1X1J Ho, ~ on the Rem:ive 
Courttl el d, Whartcln couldn • t do anything J)3fl.a8e, Redwtng llU there, seated at the 
about I t .• tabl e , working on bts preparati on, There 

Hr. Q.Jelch patted, Re stood In was an anJtous eipress ton on ht s f ace a.s 
thought tor a cocent.. he watched the Bounder crosa the s tucty elXl 

'l'hen be sa id: ' Wharton aoo Rea.ting, alt dON!. against the fire , 
you ,my-go.• • Going to do your prep , Bm.tt.h.Y'r 

'I1'1e two l i.ntors l e f t the stui:JY, •P r epl ' 1'le Bounder scowled at hll 
nei ther gt vtng a tur t her gl snce tn the chum. ' No, I'm not going to do aey pre p. 
Bounaert s d trectton. t us ed to sey that ~e l ch cooldn •t lllhop, 

vernon-6clth atood tn s il ence , bi s but he excelled htuel t to-ntght, the old 
race sull en. brot e . He 'll hard1Y expect ne t o do arr, 

rwby did )'OU not return by traln "1th prep a f ter the laming he gave me. He Cl!lde 
the tes:i, VemorrBa ttJt?tl deaand ed Hr. th e punt ilu:'lent tit the crlce , but It he 
~elc:ll . t hl ngs the crtolnal 111 goi ng to Clo ~p 

•I wanted to cal l at a :t\Qp tn F'rte.r- alt er tt, he' s got another thtM oomtng.• 
dale .. a 01t ter ot a Chrtst ca.s pre sent tor Rectwt ng nodded. He went on with hJS 
:!'/ father, atr. • work, .nn e the Bounder st8f'9d Into the 

The Bourxler spoke e osll.Y ctld SDOOth.ly. ti"• A rew minutes went by, and. the 
Hr. ~elch ' s keen gaze s earched. hls t nce. Bounder spoke agatn. 

•then the amp keeper wi ll contl n.t •Reddyl ' 
your vtstt Md the obj ect ot It , Vernon.- RedWtng l ooked. Up. 

ScJ.th. Nsoe htc , and I wtll tel cr;bon.e hi e. 'What ta It, Seit ~ • 
•Untcr tunatel.7, no, sir. The shop was • Do you think they 'll get the man wh:> 

closed 11hen I re achl>d f'rlardnl e .• pull ed that eme.g eney chain?• 
• 1 though t tt U ke.ly ,• said Hr. Quelch •1 suppoao they ~l ght . t dwb t a .• 

•t t Is lci,osslbl e t o belt eve IU1Y atatecent He took care nobod)r saw bta.• 
you ~ e. Even 1t your vi sit t o Frlardal e •Uncle Cle gg saw soaeone. • 
waa tMOcuoua as you cl.lie , YOU were st i ll •He thought he a81f you. tt wasn't 
fl outi ng t11tl» rltf t r. le aving your friends you, ene1: tt that was th e ir only clue, they 
tn on:ier to return to school by yoursel f. won't get ror . 1 don't aippoae t.bey•ll 
l acc ept ;your e.sllll' ance tll.:i.t you ~re not bother . The Frtnrdal e Fli er Isn't a ll that 
on the trQJ.n, ao rou could not have pull ed llll)On.Mt.• 
the eom:::untcatl on cord. Hr. Cl egg was Redlvtng return ed to ht s wort, Md th e 
clearl.Y cJ.at akEl'I, .t'ld I shall tnf on:,. the I eouooer iemea t°"'8J"d md attn-ed the 
Friardale statton-maste r. The t a.et "Wn s ttre. 
t hat you should han been on t he traln .• •Do ,w reokon tt wa.s a Orertrtara 

The Boumer did not s pedt. He had I icari , ReddY'?' 
cal l ed the tune Md he was Nei::!Y to PaY th e Redwtng gnmt ed IITlt abl.¥. 
pt per. I •smtthy, please sb.lt 1..IP, old can. 

It'. Quelch stood tn scoe lndeel slon. I ' ve got prep to ttntsh, lllbether you. bother 
The Bounder "9.tched hta. aoout your s or not .• 

•t 81:1 reluctlllt to WOTT)' tbe Resjcaata" •I asked J'OU llhet her yoo thought It 
so near to t en:renct ,• went on ttr . QJelch I was a Oreytr l an CIBll.1 

slow}¥. •Nenrthel ess - r Redwlng s i ghed. 
•Jt•s Cbrlstms, atr ,• nntw"ed the \ •1 daresay It was. Now sh.it u;,L1 
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J. hard soile was pl aying over th e be fool enough to Uk e you enough to stop 

Bounder's Ups. a tr ain so th&t you could b4t 88ffd trom a 
•tt I knew who tt WM, Reddy , I' d Ucldng yout d begged t or .• 

black ht s eye .• The Bounder gave a hard lwgh. 
rwoold you?' Redwtng eyed h1c. •There ar e core thtrca tp heaven and 

st ead ily. •Wh)'?• earth, Horati o, than are c:tres;,t or In your 
ni. e Sounder l aughed sof tly . phtl o8Clphyl 1 be quoted . He l aughed again, 
•It tha t t ra t n hadn't be en del eyed, "° Md stood up . He wt nced , as he t elt, the 

~oul.d all hnve got 1n for ro ll-cell, 800. ett€!ct s or Hr. Q.lelch ' s can e. He went on: 
Quel ch ffould never h an known th .:it 1 t4JO • Do you think old Clegg was just a sad i s tic 
home on r:,y l onel)' Qllll[l • But soceboclY pulled ol d beast, out to get ce a ,l\opptng , 
the cord. Penalty t or t qrroper use - Red¢f?' 
twel ve tJJ.ghty whops tro 6 Quelch ' s btrch. Re:3wlng rubbed hi s di.in. 
Sot1e t e ll °" ha:1 the run or the lf:l)roper use •t s.ippose he was just mist aken . • 
- end I pai d tbe penalt y . Oh, yes , Reddy, 1 He was o lstaken nll ri ght.• The 
I' d bl ock h i s eye.• Bounder acrted aero" the rooc aoo stood by 

Redfflng cl oted ht s 611:P.rcts e bock. He Re<lwl ng' s s ide. • t t you see tr ;o peop l e 
sa t 1n s tl ence. about together a great deal , you e ight not 

The ·Bounder l eaned back ln his cha i r . know t• other t roo ?11\tc.h. Tou eight ~ust 
He put the ti ps o f hts rt ngers toge ther , know Ulem a, Hark& end Spencer, Ll,Jrel and 
8l'X1 ga:.ed a.t. tb a celling. Hardy', or Wear,r Wtllta 8n..1 Tl red Tl c. One 

•o r course, ReddT, the hoITld bl oke ni ght you otght see one or th eo, and thtnk 
might haYe oee.nt well. He mlgt)t han tor- to yoorselt - WhY, th ere•s Weary Wtlltel 
gotten thelt I rve a:,re Z!IOfley then l s good tor And probablY I t 1sn •t weary Wtl ll e a t an . 
I.e . He Cllght have taken tt ror granted tllat It• s Tired Ttm.• 
J sh<:uld be l ote back. He CLtght have delay- Recffling sr.itl ed t a1nt]3. 
ed the t rain wtth th e bright Iden that tr 1 • You get th e weirdest ldeu , 8C1tthy. 
evet")'bod1 was late back rrt °"'1 lo.te return I , a goi ng dO?.n to tbe Rag. Bob Cherry has 
wwld be l ost ln th e crus?l. 1 a kind or Chrlst ms port,y going on to eclo-

St.111 Redlflng d id not speak . brate the md or teru. coming?' 
•Do yw. think that tar-fetch ed, Redd17' ThO Bounder opened th e doot', end 
n,ere was e cock i ng gleam ln tbe • I tched orr th e light. 

Bounder's eyes . •Le ad tlle way, Tio ,• he sa i d. 
Red,rtng ros e to h t s ree t . He placed 

hi s bOOU ttdll)' on the shelf . 
•VerYf&""'tetch ed , Bc ltJ:O'I• he sai d. 

It •s hardlY cre di bl e that all.Y t ell ~• ecul d 

-- --- ----- ----------------- ---------------- -
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Conducted by JOSEP!il!IE PAOO!AN, 71, Archdale Rood, 
East Ihlwich , London, S.E,22 , 

NAME THE AUTHOR (8) By Wal te r Webb 

THE SEXTOll BLAKE STORHS BY C. M. llAMl!ILL 

The above heading is quit e true , yet not st rictly accurate . This 
sounds a little contradictory , but is · explained by the f act tha t al ­
though the auth or certainly wrote Blake stories , it is not under such a 
Illl!:le that th ey should be appended. True enough, it was the real bap­
t i smal name of t he contribut or concerned , but for sooe reason - wri ting 
p,rpo ses , probably - it was changed in early career , and so appears in 
the offic i al records under the one adopted . 

Cicely Mary Eammill was born 15th June , 1872 , in Sussex Gardens , 
Paddingt on, and was the daughter of Co.ptain Denzil llnmmill, a Briti sh 
Army offi ce r . Educated a t priv a te schools both here and in Germany, 
where she was still known as Cicely llnmmill, she entered journalism , 
and eventually became a direct or of "Time and Tide ," a periodical 
devoted to the ?lb l i shing of se rious and light art i cles and short 
stories , for which p!lytient was made a t the rate of one guinea a col Ul!lil. 

By this time the write r bad changed her name t o Cicel y Hamil ton , 
and i t was under this i dentity , thoogh sev eral yelll'S earlier , tha t she 
come under the notice of Hamilton Edwards, a real li ve-wi re of an 
editor , when Edwards was casting arowxl energetical l y for more bl ood 
to accocmodate the rese rv oirs of his growing empire of boys • periodi ­
cru.s . This was about the year 1900, wen Miss Hamilton was canbining 
he r j ournalis t ic acti vities with acting , yet without gaining much re­
cognit i on in eithe r profession . 

Miss Hamilton did a l ot of good won< fo r Edwards, both for the 
edi t or ' s GIRL'S FRIFml and many of th e boys ' p!lpers he had under his 
control . llhich raises a ver:y interesting point . Bow maey wa:ion 
wri tors ·,ere there writing boys ' stories for the weekly papers a t that 
tim e? 

Cicely Bacilton was not the first lady contribu t or t o the pages of 
.. , .. ,_ .. _ .. _ .... _ .. _ .. ,, ______ ....... , .. --.. ,- ......... ·-~----



the UJ, for early in the halfpenn;y series, an editor confessed - and 

quite proudly , too - that t he author who vro t e ns "Wilton Mordaunt" 

was a """""'- '!bat lady has nevor been identified , and most probably 

never will , since al l records :ippertaining to the balfponey sBries ere 

not in existence : but it can be confident l y Sllid that she wns not 

Cicely lbmilton , for the style in which "Wilton Mordaunt" vrote was 

not her.a. Alt the latter cay vell hnve been Hies Evelyn Everett-Green, 

imo, on oo=cing her li terory career in 1886, subsequently wrot e 

s t ori es for boys and girls , am had the distinction of writing the 

second se rial in the very first volume of CEUKS, in 1892-93 · 
Comb~ free ltJ>ce journalism with acting and lecturing , Cicely 

Hncilton ,ms 11 vory busy vanan during tbllt period of her life when 

others of her sex are contempl:iting marriage and settling down to a 

life of dcmesticity with the man of their choico ; but it wns obvious 

that 11cting and writing ceant so much to her tll!lt she VllS prep:ired to 

sacrifice t hoo in the devotion to her cnree r. 
Miss llmil ton ' s work can bo fowld in most of the papers run by 

Racil ton Edwards, for wha:n she vrete boys I stories under the n:lOe of 

"l·l:l:x Hncilton"; o.nd at the 888 of 33, following several ca:ipl.cte 

stories and n serial , 1111 of strong huml1n interest , she ponnod hor 

first Saxton Blake storJ, - "'!he Circus Detectiv e ," - which appo:>rod in 

1906, in issue No. 13() of the UJ. 
It is not being chivalrous to sey that Cicely Bac:ilton porlro.yed 

Blake better than any mole contribu t or before hor - it is the tzuth ; 

for , in the hs:ods of thi s talented authoress, Blake was , in ccmple t e 

contravention of Non::an Goddard's int erpre tation , pres ented in such 

fnshion 118 to make her codel the ideal one for neW<X>mers to the Bloke 

D.rellll to weave the ir nmTatives a.round, and, although it may bo argued 

that there were mJ.e au thors t oo who drew masterly pictures of Blllke -

men like G. H. Teed, Jnck Lewis , Gwyn Ev:ins, Anthony Skene, and Gilbert 

Chester - these were all writ ers of n lnter em . In her own epoch , 

Cicely Rmnilton , in my opinion , towered head and shoulders above nll 

her mole contempororios in the presentation of tho chnrocter of 

Sexton Bloke. 
In between her writings of Bloke , Miss Rnmil ton hnd n one net 

play produced in Brighton, in 1906, and later at llyndhom' s Theatre , a 

venture Nhich g:,.ined her very little recognition , but which was to 

prove the for&-runner of several long er and !:lore successful pl.aye , of 

which tho first , - Iliana of Dobson' s - produced a t th e Kingswey Theatro 

in 1908, was to plant her feet finllly on the ladder of fame. 

Before following the plnyvright int o her more affluent deys , a 
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few com,oents on the style in which she wrote her Sexton Bl.nke sto ri es 
- nine in all - will not be out of conte xt , si nce , by comparison with 
the stories vhich appeared under her pen- ro.me, 11Max Hamilton," they 
settle the question of her nuthorship of them quite conclusively . 

Hiss Hnmilt on had u tend ency fo r over-el abora t ion , and her script 
was noticeable f or the excessive = ber of little d.:lshes she used with 
which to p.mctuat e it . As an ill us trati on, the following extract s 
from "The Circus Detec tiv e" serve to indicate what i s meant: (a) , "fu t 
be wore gl asses - smoked gl asses - an:! a very thick beard ••• " end (b ) , 
"It was the f ight t o get out - t he mad, p anic rush - that all the 
injuries were caused • •• " The authoress was also ford. of beginning a 
sentence with the word 11Nor," am. I can recoll onl y one Bl oke author 
doing this with th e saoe frequency as Hiss Humilt on, and he was G. H. 
Teed, who wus to ente r t he Bl.uke field some f ive years la t er , The 
adverb, "coolly" was also used a l ot by the authoress , end , although it 
has t o be !ldoitted t hat the word "re turood" was utili sed by most of the 
e:,rly Blake chroni clers i,hon used as an appendage to a sente nce of 
cµalogue , it was in her excessive use of the word in that capacity that 
Mi3s Hnmilton' s stories can bo identif ied . Exocples: "He's ovi dently 
i nterested in you," Frenz returned l igh tl y ; and "I s tha t your answer?" 
he r eturned cooll y . (Fr= "The Silent Wit ness ," a detective s tory, by 
"!bx lfumilton" J 

Subjec t to confinnllt i on, here a re tho ni ne sto rie s of Sexton Blake , 
which, I f eel certai n, t ho fomous pl aywright ,m,te for the OJ: 
No, 130: The Circus Det ecti ve , No. 153: Sexton Bl ake Among the Brigruxls, 
!lo. 167 : Lost on The Alps , No. 168: A lieu Year llystery, No. 183: Sexton 
Blake in Wales, No. 1~: Bewurel, No, 205: Sext on Blake i n Amsterdam, 
No, 210 : Tho Myst ery of The Lightship , No. 220: Sext on Blak e - Chemist, 
(l os t st ory of 1907, ond Cicely Hooilton •s las t Sexton Blake sto ry ) . 

The best of t he bunch •-as, t o my mind, J!o. 183, u fine story with 
a thri lli ng climax, In fact, it w:,s o menoroble issue, not only on 
acc ount of it bei ng written by o woman, but by the fuct thet Arthur 
Clark e ill ustrated it , Clurl<e rarely contrib ut ed to the UJ, and his 
dr awings for a Sexton Blake story co.n be counted on t ho f i ngers of one 
hnnd, It was th e othe r C. Hamilton - Charl es - whose worl< Clarlca 
mostl y appended his fi ne illustrati ons to; but it is ogrecnb l e indeed 
t o r ecord that Cicely was also privileged in being teomed up with so 
splen:lid en artist , 

A staun ch advocate of t he Equal ~ts For WCIDlln Movement, Miss 
Humilton no doubt demanded - end got - the SOI.le r at es of pa,,ment fo r 

1!'::~!:°~~!.~t=~!~?;~~~~-:.!1? ;:11.~~;!-~ 
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received for theirs . After ccapori.ng her 1,oric vi th that of SOCle of 

tho male contributors , who shall bo n:u:ielcss , ono is bound to concede 

thnt , in this deplrlment , at least , Miss ll'3mil ton guve omple proof of 

the justific,ition of the Clluse, :u:d if she received f or those very 

good Bl,ike stories the same sized cheque thnt those considerably less 

tw.ented males got for theirs, then she was a very much underpaid l.ndy , 

indeed! (To be continued) 

Soquel, "CICELY JIAMIL'l'Cfi - lnJ! RISS '10 FAME" to follow . 

* * * • * 
Sexton Blake - "UNION JACK" - official. inforootion 

.!l2.t..1. By 11. O. G. Lofts 

\"/hen Derek Adley and I started the tmnendous 
tMk of compiling a Sexton Bloke Authors Who' s Who 
for the 1959 C.D. A.nnuL>J., we hnd t o sort the wheat 

frCG t he chnff - thnt is to check all authors who 

had been previously listed as writers of n Sexton 
Blake story , ond thnt h:>d not come t o lieht from our 

own offici::U. sources . 
One such D!ll:!e on a list was &dvin llnrcourt 

J:wTage , but despit e letters t o the late Herbert Leckenby and to W. 
Webb, · ns to the source of this information , both denied that it come 

originclly froi:, them, nod so wo lw.d not llllY alterna tiv e , but to de l ete 

tho Mme fro,:; our lists . 
!low, ns events prove - F.clwin llarcoort :a..:n,,ge fil wri t o nt lenst 

one Sexton Blake UIIION JACK sto ry No. 1}4 ' '!he Fo.r Fm- North ' 5. 5 . 1906 

and according to Wru.ter Webb a very good one a t thnt . Wal.tor al.so 

tells ce th:>t the n.::imo did originate frail Herbert despite his denials , 

but knowing only full vell of poor Herbert ' s heal.th o.nd worry in pro­

duoing tho C.D. in the 1'lst few yeo.rs of his life, he cm, well be 

excused for a lapso of ca:nory, and it ' s a gre<>t pity that he is still 

not vi th us so t hnt he could personally sea his stotement proved in 

print . 
To tr.,, and at tompt to wr1 te ell tho history of Edwin llarcourt 

au-rage would be a sheer :iJl!poesi bill ty in even a coi,iplete C.D. Amlwll . 

Born in 1839 he wrote for all the Vict orian papers - Md nlso mney of 

the grim penny bloods condemnod so much in the enrly days of boys ' 

literature . &dit or for a t:iJl!e of Ching Ching ' s Own am writer of the 

stories. His cost fm:,ous work was the faaous 'Tom Tartar at School ' 

am ' 'lhe Looibs of Littleco t e • for the Aldine's . 
<'!HHt _ ... _lOIHII ____ Ht<l-l"'oHo--ll tH-llll _____ lffflf1$1#fftlM--HHHtlflll#UH I-
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For readers who mo,y desir e t o collect other stories by this 

prol ific autho r I can name the foll owing in which stories by hie 
nppoored . Chums, Crusoe &gnzine , V:lllgUlU'd Librs cy, Marvel, 
Captain , Ching Ching' s Own, Boys Reo.lm, Nel son Lee Library (reprints) , 
Gir l s Reslm, Boys World, Our Boys Pnper, New Boys Pnper, Boys Pocket 
Libro.cy, Young Briton , British Boys Pnper , Boys Own Libro.cy, True Blue 
War Libro.cy, Boys Lesure Hour, Boys Siru,d.,rd , Garfi eld Boys Journal , 
Boys Friend Library , Cheerful Libro.cy, Lifo and Adventure Library, 
Aldine Ho.lf -Holi day , and many CllU\Y othe r adult papers. 

He nlso wrote under several n~c-pluoes - probably "Owen 
Lander" and "E. Elt on lklrron" - .'.Ind for th e record he di ed a t 168 
Stati on Road, Redhill, Surrey , on the 6th Mllrch , 1916. 

Other members of his f amily wore also vecy prolific writers - his 
brothe r Alfred SheITington Burrage , nnd his son Athol Harcourt Burrage 
- whilst his nephew Alfred Mcl,eJ.land Burrage is probably the bes t 
known t o Blake fans fo r his st ori es about the gran t de t ectiv e under 
the pen-nnoe of • Frank Lellond ' in th o Detective Weekly . 

SEXTON BLAKE IN AUSTRALIA 
So wos tho opening heorlline in the Australian ' Golden Hours 

&gnzine I for the first is sue in March 1960. Vi c Col by wrote a 
highly int eres ti ng account of the v:iri ous sto ri es which hnvo appeared 
in th e UNION JACK and S. B.L. fea turing th e golden land down under. 
I hove not os ye t, obtained t he offici nl autho r of U.J. No. 104, but 
according to Wnlter Webb, it wos E. A. Treet on - he basing it on the 
pro of t hat Treeton hBd penned Uos. 81 am 91. 

fu t I can sta t e tha t No. 119, cos t aptly titled 'Sexton Blake i n 
Australia • was written by none othe r t lum that fine wri t or T. c. 
Bridges ! Of course Bridges hod writt en a Bl oke befor e, one so litncy 
stocy i n the S.B.L, 2M series 487 in July 1935 - nearly 30 years 
l ate r! and i t is cora than lik el y that he DIJ:J hove penned a great 
many i n between the yMrs 1904-21, when so moey mysteri es still remain , 
but I hope to clear up c f ew !!lore in r!I1f next instalcent . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR EXCHANGE: I Union Jack Annual; 6 Harper ' s YOU!lej People ' s Annual s . 
{All si ze B,O.A., valu e £1 each). 1 Chu:Js Annual 8/6 ; 1 Scout Annual 
8/6 ; 1 Holiday Annual 1940; 10 Captain Annuals ; 6 Chatterb ox Annuals; 
4 Lit tl e Folks Bi- Annuals ; Severn! Boy' s Friend 3d Library (s ooe with ­
out covers) . Set of Children ' s Encyclopaedia (Mee•s) ; Moey bound 
Aoeri can cogs : Health & Effici ency , etc . WANTED: Union Jacks.J __ &lll s­
eyes . Clorillet in good condition . R, B. = }m= t~ •, 
... -11-11111~ ~--IOl ... , _ __ ;:u.t., 1 . M ..... E--, ... 



GREYFRIARS IN . THE mlT mD 

Preinrations = i;oing on opnce fo r BILLY BllNTER l!EEll'S MAGI C, th e 
new producti on vhich opens ot t he Shaf .tosbu:,;' Theatre on Deca:ibe r 23rd 
for a s= on of a raonth . Tho pl ay is writ t en os usual by Mlluric 
McLoughlin, an enthusiastic Greyfriars fan and a keen suppo rt er . of 
Collectors I Di8est . Since the l nst Gre yfriars production , Mnurice hos 
to bis credit "A Letter to the Gener'11, " which featured Anna Neagle on 
t elevisio n and wos quite t ho fi nest now 'N play of th e year . 

BILLY BOllTER ME!ll'S MAGIC s t a rt s in the fo:ro-rooo a t Greyfriars, 
and the scene moves subs equentl y t o Pol pelly in Comwo.ll . This yeox , 
an exceptionally distinguished cast hns been e.'lgOge(i for th e prod uction . 

DAVID NllllN, one of t ol evi sio n' s most f ""1ous and lovabl e personali ­
t ies , pl ays a substan ti al r ole as Higgins , t he crock with a tast e for 
o:,gic . PEl'ER BRIIXlMONT, who has appe=d with ever-increasing success 
ns Billy Bunte r i n rec en t years , once again portrays t he 0..1 of th e 
Rwove . . 

MICHAEL ANTHONY, the bri l li ant character star who i s well-known tc 
J:llley of us , appears , f or the first t ime in n Bunt er show, "" an English ­=· Previous l y he has port rayed a fore i gner who falls foul o f our 
Greyf ri nrs chums. 

Of l ast year ' s Fnnous Five , two r emain . Bob Cherry nnd Johnny Jlull 
were super bly cost last year , nnd we shall see the s!!Cle t alented l :ids 
os Bob and J ohney . Hnrry Wharton will be played by a young artist, 
recently returned f roc o successful season on the New York stllge . 
Nugent and Huree Sillgh will also be played by newcaners t o the funte r 
shows. No less t han fifty lads were auditioned this year for the parts 
of the Fomous Fi ve , ampl e evidence of t he care ·bken by the prod uce rs 
t o ensure expert cnsting of t he beloved schoo l boys , 

Mr. Quelch will be pl ayed by Cl ement McC3llln , currently appearing 
wit h great suc cess in "Never Too Late" at the Prince of Wa.les Theat re . 

Advance bookingi, for BILLY RJNTER MEETS MAGI C are heavy , and ::Ill 
the leading booking agencies have secured large bl ocks of seats for 
every perfollJllllce . 

With th eir usual gen erosity , City Stage Productions t:1r0 giving the 
ent ir e proceeds fre e the gal a openi ng perf orm.once to the SAVE THE 
CllILDRFll fum. . 

We hope t hat Collectors I Digest readers will go along in large 
numbers during t he run of the show - and r em<0ber , if you can filnke up a 
party of twenty you can obt ain reduced pric e conce ssi ons in ::Ill parts 
of tho the atre • 
..... ~.,"-Es~ .... ~ .. ~ ... Y ... 1t~i,1t~! 1~~"..!;t .,~,~!Z- •. lc.iza~~~!i.1:~,,.itJ,~· 
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DANNY'S 

DIARY 

~tJr?ensetton on DecedJer' 10tb i E'feryl)Od)' tboua.ht that Bolrbardler 811.lYWel l.a 

wu golrc to win ln the rtdtt at thl Natlonal Sport lna ClUb. But Georges Carpen ti er of 

rrance tnockld h1D out tn 73 seconds . I "°ulcil' t care CllM abou t belr1& a boar . t 

cion•t 11.k.e getti ng hur"f.. 
Carpenti er t s the oost hand30CII boxer 'flihcl ever Histed , eo all the l adlH l on hltl , 

but Doug sqa tho.t tr be goes on t1;htlng ht I beaut;)' wtll ge t spread. 

For a CbrJsim.a present , Jessie , ""° 11 CU" .oatd , &8"• QI th e Sports Llbnr)' . I 

had nner aeen thta pes,er be ton . It cooWna stories aboUt the Blue Crusaders , bJ' 

Arth.lr s . Karey. Tho7 are toot.ball atort ea , IIJld t heN ts a stout goalkeeper oel l ed 

fatty Fo.*es. It t a a nt ot paper t or enyone "'° -1• yery keen oo sport . 

tn rewm, I bought J uate the ;.naars LU::rary Cbrlatau Double Nu.:t>er. This con­

t otntc:1 tao lcing cccc,l ete nortes . One was • Hegden•a Littl e Glrl,• Uw Aor.Y ot en old 

l eg' s Chr l stcias. What a l ot or stories t here are nowaja,ya aboUt aolden-beartad ear 

Tlcta L The other 9tory Ma ' The Curet.eta Conact enee .• Bot h tales looked ol.OpPY1 Wt 1 

know t.llat Juste 11.kH sl opp7 tale.. Ber t oYCUJ"l t.e 111.u:.hor SI OlarlH Ganlce , all aha 

ha.a Jun got a bod( by M a tra:i t he public lttrarl' . cal l ed •Qlee n late . • 

tb" ChrtatoBs cards C8ID8 tran Pat n• a Presents Hou,e at Hoatt nga . and they co.st 1 /.3 

tor 25. fllOY were ni ce card• • and they gant t ree envelopes t or an,y card "'110h waa ot an 

unusual size:. One n i ght, Nlll e HID 111&1 *- Inc c.tnceoeat . 1 got all ttt carda ready tor 

the pos t. end all th e ttrie I was abacn t-Qlnd edlY d i pp ing w band t n tbe rat a ln s and 

eat i ng thee. 
Tht Gm baa been great th i s aon t.b. • Tht Cocknt.1 Scbool.boy9 waa ebOUt e new boY' 

called Harry Hm:oni , llbo dropped hi• hatches . Gu.s«)' dM not UU b l:a a t tlr st , but 

ffacl:X)nd rescued couatn Ethel trom t he ctll- atNae , -, cuas, end eamoo::1 bea.acia triencls. 

.Ac.cording t o the artist , Ethel kept her hat on tn t he mtll- .stNm:i, and non her t eat.her 

d id not l ook wet. I ,uppoae tt waa bor bat,-p tna \hat did it. 

Nen week ca:e •Part,ed ~ tn wbtcb Lff lacll d id a de,plcable trick, -, t.bai 

Cuaq md HatlCX'nd QUlll"Nll ed. In U'ita l aue or t.lMt Oem a new .eer l al eel.ltd •S ecnt 

BerYloe" ooz:umoed. 
Then o,m •ttte Cbon Hunten!' whi ch was nry mlt,eble t or Cbrtatcoa ttme. A atw• 

was ht&lntlna at. J lc'a, tiut e t Ole ,um tt m a tllt er we.a at wo~ In t.be and • the cul­

prit turn ed out t o be Pry e of the rUth , 111d he ,ma expelled troa St . J li:il a. 
Last lY. a ac.ory or Hou.st rtYalr7. There have been ple ney or ator l ea ot thl s eype 

1n the ce~ , tiut Ulla me , • Ceugb.t Neppt.nge t a qu i te tht but 10 t ar. 

-- ... ~ -~~L.,~~'i, l'UII ~ ~ q11,.o. our. ~~~w!• .,11,!*' up"' 



tor ,ari, aoor1. Tau MT9 t.o pa, Jd r:xre tcr a Nit ~ •NrlY doers,' bUt It mes )'OU 

CM get a good Hat 1n coarcrt . It wa, a nlot 't'M'l t t;J Pl"()ll"Slllt . T'be star WG1 Tea 

eost.ello , 'fllho llfll •Tht Ship I J..onll Md •ca:raau .• Theao weN Nd IOl'l&I, but people 

liked tlle::i, end Toti Co.Ullo SSl& •ttr Old Dutch' a, m encore. A.llo [n Ult Pl"OCE'iltD 

qs Vi ctoria Hcrits wh> aerg •RltchJ Koot end • Jou N3dt Ne Lon Tw.• 

l'1Y cou.sln Robi n , 1llbO U•ea at AldtNbot , aci., "tbe Uhton Jact Chrlstma Eblblt 

HllJber tor a preaen t . U cmtalned a •"7 lq Sutcrl Blab 1cor,, cell.Id • n, a Sacred 

Spbe:retl Ylllch lntroa.lced TYorw, tr. HUlta'I Rymer; am Wu LJ,w;. It WU SI UCJtln& w,. 
J pa&Sed It on to Doug In txchonet ror- a new Boyts rrtero ):I Ll bl"Ot'J, ~ltd •The 

Chon ot Rupert rcrt>ea,• 8l 80,0CX>-word We or Bt xtal Blake. I read thl1 , Sid tben IOld 

lt t o Hr. L100N7 tor c;uppence, 1dllcb I ,pent Cl1 1'11 BaT's rrtend Clrtatml Double N\d>er r 
lltlJcb. CU1taillld ttn cc:q,l tte tal es .find rour aer tall . The aa1n atorT, bcwrrrar , we.s a 
tfllQ-Part •'<l'Y entitled •Thi Red Nm•• Ghost• "1tcb 1, uirtntnc mxt Q"atltYJ~ . I 111& 

t17 to get next week'-' copy to tJnd out how It ero&. LucktlY, tt will onJ.1 bt a pel'l\1 

~- J' r ban been bua)' buylng Cbr t stciu presents. I bought Ded an ounce or Btl l's ~· 

Nm • Tobacco lliblc:b. cost m &id. For tt.m I got a bor or Pear •• eoep llhicb coat 6d. rt)' 

ll"(lllD)tber .-lCS cir' !tz)tlt Owen ue o:ictng '° -, end ar t stms wtth us , end I Intend to 

get r:Jt preaenta t or tbea nui ttr. Woolwcrth ' s Jd and 6d st orH. I 
DOd n t dentl)' oeans It to Dt a "'1'7 UnJy Chrlatm.s , tor rw has booght t.wo bottle, 

ot Nu Butatne 19(6 Chaci>agna at 51- a bottle , 111)(1 a bottl e ot Q.>.tnta 8\q)erba Port lllhteh 

oo,t bln IJ6. H• bat boOked nau tor all or ua to 10 to the p:,ntootce •Puu ln BootJIII 

a, tbe Prlnot or Wal• TblatN on N• Tear' • EY,. 
A .,1tndtd tooth tn tb t Nagntt.. •t n BolT'Ollllld Pl.umJIII wu a IX)~ emttt.na story tn 

lffilch BlllY !lD'lter got ktCNpp«I by people 'llho thc.li.ght he -., Lord "'1u.lenrtr . 

Then cam the Naanet •a Chrtst::aa OoUble Nucbtr. u had a coloured oover. The Gl"'e)'­

trtara storY wa, • The Four lleroeS'I and lt was gooct, tbough, .so t ar a.a the tttlt went, at 

lltY rat.41, lt had • Und or e&JntY-cltou . 11\e Head reott1'8C1 :m lflOtG'tXlUI l et ter troc a 

a,n ,h) satd hi WU a Colcn l al 'lb) hid been Named by • CN71'rt.-, boy . Thi arppoaed 

Coloni al enclosed £20 to be &Inn to th e hero . Four bo)'a cla1CIC1 to be Ult hero . '!'!wn 

t he Bounder atapped forward end aatd that be bad Nnt the letter , Jn order t o lhalr how 

wicked and oocatttul etrt41n boys were. Tbe Ba.mer ftas eiptllecl tor plaJl.ni 1Udl a 

trick oo Ult Ol e ot Gn:ytr tors. 
the leoond part or t.ht Jt.Ol"f •Itched to a.rt:naa.s at. \lhaN.on t.od.ge.. Bmt.er tell 

~ tbe tc.e, and the 8culder NICIJtd hie. Colont l Whattoo tnt cn:ed tbt Read, ,t,o 

waa ,o pleued tbl t bl decided to ltt Ult Botnder go back to Gnytr lara. 

Alao In t ht 1 Doubl e H'ur:lber there wu Mother coci,111r.e 1to ?7 called •a, Sheer Gri t .• 

flits wa.s en ad'Ytnture tal e , 5¥1 I did not read tt. There waa, as well , a plaY nbrut 

Grqtrten called • The SpectN or No. 1 8tu1tr. • 
Now SI oCld tbl ng happened. ftloucb"' bad hm1 t.bt Clrlatma NI.D>er, with tbt boys 

enJQJtns Cbrlltml at Whal"toD Lodge, tbe tollowtnc wett we ha:t •Han,.- ~C11 ' 1 ctrtatnu 
N\.d>er,• wbeN fflllT7 decided to produce a O\rlsta,.a ~ ot t.ht Gl"'t7frtan Herald. 

Thls story wu eet at th t tcbool, ot coune . A kind or a Jmi> beet t.o tht prntoua tem., 

The lalt sto ry ot the con lh wa.1 • GOOd Old cot._. ln 1fllc:h a Qll'I called A.ookt robbed 

I.Unt;J JudJ ot all her n:,n,ey. Han)' Whartffl fOll'ld th e Cf"I.Dtnal biding tree lusttce In 

Spindrift CottoBt , near CIN.)'trlars . A tin e tal e. 
Tbe Mtk bet cre Cbrt.c.o.as I b5' Chi Double Hlmbtr or Coale QIU. It ""'pected run 

ot U1ltl pteturta d\d Chrl ltCle.a talu. 
Seba.st.Im Ginger had a ' OUbble kolluz:fl and he s~ed orr: • Tbe saJ.m 2 u. I no wot 

1\1 •l ad on thl ttpa err )'ON tt6l8S, ao I thart. t 1'000 looae no Uae ln wtet n yu t 5t wot 

Y\l miil •Uh 1:11, a JollJ' .lppJ Nerf'7 Ole ICrUtma WIT the bast 01' Juct tn th e 11Q1' er, 

KrUtm.a pruent1 I: pudidml&• 
t sustn•t l et Dad ... ibet . lf'• would nenr l tt at bu)' enotber Come o.ic.. 
Hr grancb)tber ard .lmt t e Gwen C8CII Cll Wd'le«say, ctir11tm1 £1'1. Ded n2 I mt 

tblC In the '91"17 nenl ng at Ltnrp ool Stntt Btattoo. ( oontlrmad on pe e J1 ) ••• , ... - 4---~-,... 
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o:JNWCTED BY JACK \iOOD 

Once oeru,n it is my ha ppy privil ep to wish nll my contributors 

Md rroders the merriest of Christmases and tho most prosperous of New 

Years . How tiJ:le does fly , ond yet hov , thanks to our happy , nostalgic , 

canjXlDionship , it r<Doins at the s&1e tioe static . For , in the joys 

of our former rooding , we keep brilliant t he fi=e of youth - a fl ""1e 

which burned eve r brigh te st at Chri stmas t ime vhen E.S . B. mixed Jfmos 

festivity , myst ery and a snow- cover ed count ryside , in an ovel'-<ielec t abl e 

S03S<>n.'lble concoction . 
Perbnps one of the shortest Xmas series wns thnt vhich was centred 

on one of Lord Dorricl ore ' s ancestral homes on the Kentish co:is t . A 

se ries of only thre e Nelson Lee Libraries , Nos . 237- 239 Old Series sand ­

wiched between th e end of heo<E<1Ster Mo.rtin I s roisn of tyr:uu,y o.nd the 

opening , in J=ry 1920 , of the Spendthrift of St . Fronk's series . 

It was a del18htful short series on o smalle r cruxv<IS tlnn Brooks 

was to point his !mos t hrills of l a t er years . fut none t he worse fo r 

that . Possibly bec.'lUse it was an int e rlude between two majo r series ; 

poss ibly, too , because Brooks wos nov busy wit h St . Frank's stories in 

the Boys Re:u..c,. 
I n tho !ILL s t ories there 3re brief r ef erences t o Hondy & Co. spend ­

ing on eccen tri c Xr.l:ls wit h the Enrl of Gramore. In the las t of tho 

llLL series , a comjXlDion series dealing with llmley ' s holidAy is adv er ­

tised in the Realm "by the autho r of the St . Frnnk ' s stories appet>.ring 

in the Nelson Lee Library . • 
There were , acco rding t o Bob Blythe ' s a<Eirob le !ILL catnlogue , two 

Renlcl .stories , ~e Ghost of Groncore (39) and The New Ye3r Carnival (40) , 

vhich he lists as "doubtful if by Brooks . " It is the second which is 

adve rti sed in the NLL, o.nd tho following of the general practice of 

cross - referencing sto ri es ond plots in the two con:panion papers , se ems 

good r esson to me for reo oving the "doubtful" t,ig. 
In addition , the two Reo.ll:> sto ri es foll be tween two definite 

Brooks ' sories featuring the cheerful T.T. - Timothy Tucker . The first 

of those Tucker series i s nlso list ed ofte r anothe r "doubtf ul• series 



~~--- ··-,-· ~1------~~·-dealing with a nev mast er at St. Frank's . 'Illnt se ri es \Nos. 28-35) wns 
l ater r eprinted in Nugget Libroxy 43, llle lbster of the Remove. It 
o.J.so appeared again in Swan' s hard-back Whoopee at West ches t er (see 
Pnge 42 of the catnlogue) , · 

Agnin, I vould _,. t, evidence of nuthentic Brooks, and good 
reason to ra:iove core "doubtful" tags . Not, of course , thn.t nl l tho 
RealJ:l St, Frank's stories were by Brooks; far from it, but in recnll ­
ing E.S.B. l nter , even the editor c.dmitted no-one else could write a 
genuine St , Frank ' s story , 

Sentiments with which we would o.11 agree , So once again , to 
E,S, B, himelf , and t o all D1f f ellow devot ees of his , n Merry Xm:>s 
and a Happy New Year. 

* * * * * 
SWJNm Ol1I' 

I n r ecent months, Collect ors ' Digest has given n certain anount 
of SJXlCe to o.rgu:,ent O!:long contributors and renders as t o whether 
E. S. Brooks w::i.s o. better writer than Charles Hamil ton, or vice versa. 
Since Ross Story started it all, various opinions have been expressed , 
and a wonderful t ime b.'.ls been had by nl l, Tempers have been kept 
( core or l ess) ond critics h::tve been re stroined (more or less) , We 
have been rwindod (more or l ess) of political candidates who try to 
sway th e flo ating v~te, and , in our hobby, this is the equivo.J.ent of 
fl ogging the dead horse , for there is no fl oating vote among Digest 
readers , Leei tes and l!llmilt orJ.ans are o.11 conservative (non-politi ­
oo.lly spomng) , No argu,:icnt in the worl d would ocnvince the staunch 
Leei te th!lt Greyfriars vas t he superior school, and any llllr;il.ltonian 
vorth his salt would never yield an inch over rep.idi at ing the idea 
t hst St , Frank's knocked spots off Greyfriars , 

Last c,onth , the ball was t oss ed int o our Horu.ltoai= Column ( are 
we getting our metaphors mixed?) and Roger Jenkins t ook up the cudgels . 
This week, the ball coces back to the Lee Coluun, so here ve go again . 

'o'ell, it ' s o.ll clean fun (more or less), and , at the risk of 
letting t he whole thing beccce tedious , here are a few more views. I n 
the end we shall all agree that both Brooks and H'1milton were matchless 
in t heir ovn p,rticular lines (God bl ess theJJ both) and that their 
particulllr l ines were "" unlike ns chalk and cheese , 
ROSS STORY (who started it al l ) writ es: My article certainly st ir red 
up sa,e act ivi ty, both in the Hamilton and Brooks camps. Strange , 
though , hov Roger Jenkins and othe rs seeo to think I am disp,raging 
l!nClil ton vhen I sta t e Dlf re:,aons for thinking Brooks was better . I 
".~~ - be the l ast not to §!eve C,J!~ ~~...:..l?..'!l...!'.'8'..~...J!!U.ll!i!l&l!. 
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t o my own opini on as t o the ceri t s of hi s and Brooks ' writing? ( Thnt 
isn ' t supposed t o sound dogx:i.,tic - it' s just t hat soce of the llnmil ­
t oni cms seOCI to t alce everythi ng sa i d about l!nmil t on :is a pers onnl 
insult : ) 

BASIL ADAM write s : I reall y cust congratul at e Roger J enkins f or hi s 
splendid article in the November •c.D.' It is one of the most st:inu ­
l a ti ng arti cles we have had for scoe time . 

How I adlilire his clear logical sty l e , as coopare d with the 
emoti onal outbursts of soc,e of t he Leeites. I must say I found the 
St . Frank's charac t ers ver:y unreal , and most of the s tori es had an air 
of fan t asy about the n. 
NORMAL PRAGNELL write s : Once ago.in the ag<K>l d eyth that Edwy Searles 
Brooks could not write a school st ory that would cocpare with those of 
Hstilton , has coc,e t o the front . Thi s t i!Oe it :,rriv es from Roger J en­
kins whose grea t knowledge of Greyf ri a rs is core t han count e r- balanced 
by hi s ext r eme lack of knowledge of the St . Frank ' s saga . The id ea 
tha t he was only at his best when describing th e core exhi lirating and 
dramatic stories is j ust not correct . I would lik e to give just a few 
of the sto ri es in which the dialogue was sparlcling and coul d equal aey­
thing from t he pen of Charles Hamil ton . How abo ut t he fru. l of Nipper 
in the "Snealc I s Paradise ," and the deligh tful se ri es describing th e 
ri vo.l.ry be tween St. Frank ' s and the River House School? You could add 
to those the "Funk" series and the Alan Castlet on series, these being 
just a few froc the First New Series only. llhil e th ey may be crit icised 
by some who do not over-care for Handforth ' s r ol e , they were not ruined 
by such a characte r ns BillY Bunte r, who t o r:zy oind can only be des ­
cribed as the world • s bigges t bore . Roger Jenkins ' statec cnt t ha t some 
of his brightest sch ool-chil dren could produce work as good as th e 
se ri es dealing with Hora ce St evens I pl ey , i s not worthy of him . Quite 
fronkly I coubt if Roger be li eves t hat hi!Oself , for he oust know in his 
own miJld that such a sta t ement i s impossi bl e . Had Roger said t hat one 
of his pupils could hllve written a st ory t o cocpl are with the pos t-war 
Bunter books I would have been i nclined t o agree with him, f or I have 
managed t o s t ruggle through quit e a f ew of them. 

Roger J enkins mkes great play with t he chllracter of Harry Whllrton 
and asks wha t can be found conin rob l e in the pages of the Nelson Lee 
Li brary . ObviouslY nothing . Harry 'o'harton was crea t ed by Charles 
Hamilt on , and i s peculiar t o th e p.1ges of t he Magnet . Brooks , howeve r, 
cre:>ted an equallY grea t charoc t er in Reggie Pitt . The ' Scandal I series 
in which Pitt ujiield t he honour and tr adi tion of St. Fronk ' s is equru. 



~~ .... ?,i .... ___ , ............... ,, __ ... _ ....... ___ ..,,,"""""'------·-· 
in characterisa ti on :ind dat::lil t o 
any of tbe Hn.rry Wharton series . 
Pitt , a. crention of Brooks, \-r.l.S, 

next to Lee a r:d Nipper, the fillost 
charocte r t o appeo.r in tbe Nolson 
Lee Library . So let Roger read his 
Magnets whil e Ross Story ard I read 
our Nelson Lees. We , nt lea.st, are 
qui t a sure who wrot e the best school 
stories . 
CHAJU,ES CHURCHILL vri t es : I om in­
cli ned to agree ri th Maurice Kutner 
that the illustro t ions, or sane of thm, probably pit sa:,e people off 
the !lelson Leo. I 'o sorry to sey th.'.lt .the Nelson Lee had periods of 
good :md really bad covers . fud.ly-<lrnwn covers can pit any l ukowaro 
reader risht off• 
HARRY BROSTER writes : Both sides have much in their argunents, but I 
always th ought Brooks wns t oo fc.:r-fetched . Everything about th e St . 
Frank's set-up is overdone. It scoos to cie tl mt ho followed the t hec,e 
of the popilo.r song "Everything you csn do, I can do better." He did 
not try t o go one better than !1"'111 ton ; he tried t o go thre e or four. 
Fancy a school wit h four Houses of l ads of 15 - 16! Two forn,a of thee . 
About f!I , I think , in th ose two f aros . l!nni.lton introduced 39 regul ars 
in th e Racove froc 1908 - 1940, not counting comings and goings. 
Brooks i ntroduced "everything" to bent tho llaoilton ynrns . Fancy 
bringing do,m th e Blue Crusaders froc, Brewt on (A. S. Hardy pit this i n 
Lancashire) t o llonnington . With Fowkes, Dnve lloran, Uncle Too Cobley, 
ru,d all . Look a t t he extensive "peeroge" in those two ferns a t St . 
Frank 's, besides a knisht ar:d a baronet or two. Test c rick eters nr:d 
pro- foot ballers at 15 years of ogcl No, give me Hooilton for fensibil ­
i ty - thoush he could ove:r-do 1 t a t tines . 
FRANK VEJl!IOJ! LAY writes: Tho proof of the pidding is in the eating. 
Many of H!ll:lilton's charocters are household n.snes, but not so Brooks . 
Although I ao a great od!:Jirer of E. S.B., I do not feel that his st ori es 
rill liv e on wben the generation that road t haa as youngsters has 
passed on, whereas Grcyfriars is still gm.ning new adherents and the 
decand for Chsrles Jltlllilton ' s writings has never boon greate r . 

--- ------- ---- ---- ------------ -- ----~ Magnet s Nos. 829, f!l3, f!l5, 882, 884, 888. s.0 .1. No. 60. 
DR, R. \III.SON, 1001 BROOmELD ROAD, GLASG(Y,I N ,1. '"_ ... _...., ___ lll __ 111·----,..u,-
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Do You Ret1enbcr? By Roger Jenkins 

!lo. 46 - Magnet s 981--984 - Holl y House series 

Coker of th e Fifth was not th e so rt of charact er one expected t o 
find playing a jDrt in a Chris1nru! story. His holi day appo=cos 
wore usu:ll l y li!lit od t o sume ~t i.ne , when he would be foun:l hiking or 
enravonning in CCJJJDllY with Potter and Greem , who were oft en f oolish 
enough t o get l os t and so unluckily deprive th ensc l vos of his fnsc ina ­
ting canJDnY for a while . These misadventur es wore observed not only 
by th:> Fcmous Five: Coker had a happy knack of being encountered in 
the poges of th:, Gem and the Boys' Friend as well . But though his 
summer appearances were frequ ent, he was s eldom foo.tured ut Chri s t?:J.cs. 
The 1926 Magnet seri es was th ere fore unique, as it cent r ed wholly round 
Coker . 

Aunt Judy was spending th e Christmas with her brother Henry a t 
Hol ly House, but his s ecretary Poynings took i t upon hilllsolf to visit 
Gr eyf riars and sugges t that as Uncle Henry was ill it would be better 
if Coker nm his frierds kept o.w8:;{ at Christmas . Coker tol d him to 
mind his own busine ss , and t h:>n mysteriously di sappeared , Tho idcnti ty 
of t he villain wus qui t e c l ear , but the series has two delights: it s 
charccterisa t ion and th:> unfolding of th e pl ot in th o final lllllllber . 

The Head graciously gave penni es io n for ony boys who wished to 
search for Coker to sthy a t school aver th e Chris1mas vn cut i on , and 
Mr. Prout conveyed this infomation to Pott er and Greene in a memorabl e 
scene: -

"But I 1Ii1 afro.id we shouldn 't be any use, sir, " sa.id Greene . "In 
fact , as th e poli ce have fail ed t o find Coker , i t sea:is that it would 
appear r ather a cheek on our part - " 

•Quite impertinent , I ' m afraid," said Pott er, shaking hi s hood . 
" I should not like Ins pec tor Grimes to think me impertinent . I r espect 
him very much. 11 

"And as you think , s ir, that no useful p,rpos e would be ser1ed by 
.... 11m ............................ ,m o1,,.,ff!'l .. - llf!II UUW ............ - .. .. ,o1 .. 11HllllllflHlll-·"'"-·1111 11-,mt1Hl"'"' ......... _ .... ,.m .. w;,,, ......... 11 .. uHH .. .. 



Pago 26 
it - " vent on Potter . 

•we feel bound to give in to your opinion , sir , • added Potter. 

•1r. Prout coui;hed once core . 
"I coroly doeired to know your decision," ho ret111rked rnt hor dlyly. 

But nl tholJ8h Pottor ,ml Croem showod such callous indiff eren ce to the 

fato of th ei r stuey-aote , tho Facous Five did toke up tho soarch, for 

reasons thllt ore made clenr in the story . 
This wos tho last Christmas sorioo in which Bunter failod t o 

nppenr in every J1UL1ber. Whnrton hnd agreed that Bunter should spend 

Christmas with him, but vhon aint or found out tmt it was to bo spen t 
at Grcyfriars ho indigronUy stalked off . Reggie Coker, th e swot of 
the Sixth fom, cnme out of obscurity for the lost time to express hi s 

genero.l concern ( which WM so great that it had even caused him t o 

make sme clstllkes with his Greek) and to leave the search to Wharton 
and his friends . And so the Fsi:-.ous Five were left alone with Kr.I. 
Kebble and the inevitable snow. Even Fisher 'I'. fuh s9<!1ied to hsve 

found sooevhere else to go . 
Of course , Coker vtlll found, but there vns no renl evidence 88(lins t 

Poynings . Coker invited the Faoous Five to Holly House, and the final 

net of the drntl9 was played out there , with ainter returning to feature 
in on il:lportnnt p<lrl as on eavesdropper . The CIYStery v:is eventually 

solved , Md th e rascally Poynings V!l8 kicked out into the snov. 
The !lolly House series was, perhaps , " little jerlcy in construc­

tion , and very short cocpo.red with sane of the later Chris tm:is series 

in the ll:l8net • But despite this, it was emnently readable and the 
twists in the plot cmnt:uned (and even hei@htened) the interest right 

up to the end. 'l'houeh it was at times r:ither sanbre it was nlvays 

seeson.,ble , and must beve gladdened the heerts of thousands of readers 

in toot for-off yecr 1926. 
Another seasonable - and certmnly less sombre - touch was to be 

found in the centre pages of those llognets: Dr. llirchecall at St . 

So::>• s was bnving trouble in trying to CM89 an invi totion for the 

Christmas holidays . An eventful tim e aweited him as a gate-cr!l8ber nt 
"Merry Monner" I 

• * * • * 
(:!'.!!Q great articles by Roger Jonkins nppenr in Collectors I 

lligest Alm1ull for 1963) 
• * * • • 

COO OF HAMILTO!,IA (No. 2. Ile•, Series) 

"I soy , Hnrry, old cbe~" IJlUI'l!lll'9d Bunter , after his third helping 
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"Yes, old beon?" 
11This i s a prime turlcey . 11 

Harry Whart on smiled , 
"!lot like t he turk eys we have at Bunter Court , of course ," odd<>d 

the 0..1 of the Remove, 
"Ohl " 
"But prime , all the oome. I think 11 11 have sane more." 
Bunte r had sane more , 
Then h e had more sti ll, 
And some morel 
The mor ef ulness, a s Hurree Jrunset Rllm Singh remarked i n a whisper 

to Bob Cherry , was t e rrific , 
But he ' "'" ready fo r t he Chri stm:ls p,dding , 
His eyes expmded behinl his spectacles as it was br ought on the 

tab l e , flClC!ing, 
"Oh, 11 he gnsped , "good t" 
How r.any helpings of Chri s tmas pudding Bunter had he di d not troubl e 

t o count . He would probQ.bly have l ost count , had he tried , 
A shi ~ l ook cone over Bunter ' s fa ce . A f i shy express i on c.'.lrae i nto 

th e littl e , r ound eyes bchi rxl t he bi g specto cl es . He br eathed with so ?Je 
difficulty , But he was enjo ying hims elf , Happiness bemed froc his 
face . A dinner lik e t hi s was worth exertion. D.mter exert ed himself . 
He did not talk much; he had no time for that , The t a lk of ot hers 
p:,.ssed by him like t he idle wind which he re g<lrded not . It was a t ime 
for oction , not for words. 

Once or twice l-li.ss Wh..~rton glonced a t him with growing nlann , The 
colonel eyed him once or twice wit h s ome wieasiness . Even the chums of 
the Ra:tove, who !mew their Bunter, a nd hi s wonderful powers in the 
gas tronomic line , could not help thinking that Bunter was toking ri sks , 

Where he pi t the ?Jince-pies was an inso lub l e oystery , He must 
hav e pit the m sooewhere , for th ey di sa ppeared a t a gr ea t r :tt e like 
oysters . 

How he raaroged t o crm:i in even one wal.mt was a :?1ZZl c . But he 
cr..i.mt1ed i n sane dozens . 

But the tic e cc.me when even Bunter coul d do no c ore . The spirit 
,ms willing , but t he flesh was weak, 

He toyed idly with the candied fruit s , 
Bunter liked c:tndied fruit s ; and he made n noble effort , But it 

was in vai n. H:trdly a pound of candied fruits vnnished i nside Bunter , 
Evon Bunter had a limit, and he had reached it - if not ovel'­

passed it . When the juniors ro se fro c t he fcsti ve board Bunter was v ery 



~-~~---···---~--··-·--··-···--·-··----···-----·-- · slow in rising. 
He seemed t o be glued to his chair, aro to detach hicself thore­

fI'O!il with a herculean effort , 

(In a few months ' ti oo there will be a special ca:ipotition in 
connection with this l ate s t seri es of Gees of Hamiltonia, llatch for 
announcements I ) 

OONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

.!J2...1Q. THE OllE AIID ONLY: 

~~~~,~ ~~o~ c~u:i~~ ~~:!1~i~~~ict~!;~c,itP!~~~r :!· p~· 

8 wort.hY part t n cruntless tales , an:1 I liked hlc as llllCh 1n dr3Cl8 as In come<!y'. 
The at.ar1ea I used to love (arxl sti ll do) were those or hi s l ove at tal r s, always 

mtd""'aY between pat hos and 1.augl'lter. Needles s to say , Ouasy l s a great ravoor l t e or 
cine. In •cous in Ethel's Schooldan• . lianners cade up a song ebout hi e tor a concert. 
'rbls ts a verse or It: 

He•.s alwa,ys dressed 
In his SUOOaY best, 
C«l)l ete •11th atitntng topper . 
J. modest cap , this lofty chap 
Reeards a.s oost lq:,roper . 
Hts wals tooat , t oo, ts pink Md bluei 
For spats he 1s ratrl.y fussy; 
Re Is the nuttiest or the nuts, 
Our Olll'1 lCIXlrtal Gussy. 

~£Ki ~J!~&hL~~~~~,! ~~asw~~~1:'!\:1~1~1 0;11:1~~~~~ ~e 
the ttagnet. In 'Qf v iew the latter p~r suff ered troc. a surfeit or Bunter, ~ I always 
prer en-ed s t. J 101 s axi Rodalood because or tt . 
~~ ~;coo~ ~u;n~~i;:4w s was always a 1"at r«vourt t e or 1:1t ne, too. I 

ANJ*D1 LJ.NGHAN: I wa., deli ghted wi th t he sun cy you gave of tl\E! one and Onl.)', ~ 
thOU&)lt t t the best Controverstnl or an excellent year. I haYe abrays loved Cius!;)', ct'd. 
JOU presented an aspeet or this great ptece or charnctertsatlon nhtdl t had nenr 
IIDJ)rteta.ted before. t hope tha t ,ou DaY' be t eripted to se lect sooe or the othe r oust.Md­
t ng characters , now end sgat n, and .spotllght thee. ln Ule s:a way In Let' s Be 
CCtltro nrstal. 
QUC [ Ani': odds: ln an ar t icle entt tlecl • Gerry Wi!S RlghtJI Jn our NoveI!i>er Issue ay 
trtend, Blll Lot ts, cocr:ientl ng on the t act that I st at ed that Charl es Kami lt on wrot.e all 
th<! Ceder Creek stor i es , said that I boo been !lls l ed by Mr. Ham.J.lton. 1bls was not the 
case. So tar o.s 1 Jtnoff, Charl es Hatillton never el atood that he wrote oll the Cedar 
Creek stories . Cert.a.tnlY he never node sudl a elate to oe. HY slip was ent ire ly due 
to a taultr i:ie:ory , and the great lapse or year s st nee I read the Cedar Creek tales • . . . ::, .... . 
__ ......... - ..... ~··-·----· ,--- .............. ----11 .. _ .. _l#_ll'"'''"'"''"'l# __ ,,, __ 



WELL1 WHO DIIY? asks Ron Crollie 

I was extreci ely interes t ed i n Lauri e Sutton 's article - 11Who Did 
lfri t e Them?" I have not cared to bring up th e matter till now, but i t 
was pretty obvious to me, as soon as I had read Bill Lofts I artic l e in 
t he Annual , that hi s list of auth ors of the '%1gnet " subs t itute etories 
ua.s far from accurat e . 

Ny coll ec tion of "Magne t s" i s not a l argo one , but I spo t ted s ix 
errors i n the 1916- 17 period al one . 

The following stories , i n Bi ll Lofts' li s t, are attributed to 
J. N. Pentelow . 
No. 417 Foes of th e Sixth No, 449 Billy lrunt er •s Bol t 
!lo. 426 The Terrible Two No. 454 Fi shy ' s Latest 
!lo. 436 Called t o t he Colours No. 468 Linl ey Ninor 

!!one of t hese s t ori es is writ t en i n a sty l e reaotely reseab li ng 
Pent el ow' s , lfuny Har.iil tonians , of cours e , dis l ike his Greyfriars and 
St . Jio 1 s effo rts int ensel y but wheth e r hi s style i s pleasing or 
j arring to indivi dual readers , it is ur.cistakab l e . 

It i s r:,y opini on t hat "The Terrib l e Two" and " Call ed to th e 
Colours, " at l east , were written by Sa.mweys. 

In "Call ed to the Col ours , " the following incident occurs after 
Hr . Prout has walk ed in front of t he bowling scre en while Wingat e is 
batting in a practice mat ch, 

"Wingat e gla red a t the i ntrud er alr:iost I!!Urderous l y , He was bes i de 
hiose lf with passion , and c01Cpletely forgot where ho was and what he 
was saying . " 

"'You dolt l 1 11 he roared . " 'You insane i.J;J.becilel 1 11 

" ' Wha t 1 WhaU ' " 
"Nr , Proot alllost collapsed. The sudden tirade of abuse , coming 

as it did so unexpec t edly , f airl y took hi s breath away." 
"'I was ninety eight ! '" thundered Wingate . 
" ' A couple core and I should have completed my century ! And then 

you go and expose your fat carcase in fr ont of the bowling scree n and 
p.tt me off ! Oh, you frabj ous dWI1I1Y! • 11 

This improbable situation, more l'a?linis cent of St . Sam' s t han 
Greyf riars, is typi cal of Samways, and nothing could be more unlike 
Pentel ow' s sty l e than this . 

"The Terrible Two" contains siI:lilar dialogue and t here is another 
indi ca tion that it is anothe r of Samways ' ef forts , in th e f ac t tha t 
Skinner i s sho wn acting decently , under t he ir.fluence of Phyllis Howell , 
................ - , .. -................................................... _ .................................. ,., ....... -............................ .., ........... ..,_ ....... -, .... _ .......... "'"'" ............. . 



'Ihe aut.iorship of the other four storics I 
have mentioned is not qui ~e so obvious but one 
thing is certain , None of than was writt en by 

Pentelow , 
Like Laurie Sutton, I have no wish to detract 

fraa the exhaustiv e research • hich Bill Lofts must 
hsvo undert<lken in order to produce the list of 
substitute authors , and he hsd eve,:y ri8bt to 
assu:,o that his sources of infomation were 
absolutely reliable , fut , with the e:raoples I have 
given in cind , I cannot help fe eling tha t there are 

m81l/f inaccumcies in tlx, list , 

SUDIE! DEATR OF FRANK R!CRAROO' S SIS'm! 

Wttb Tt f'7 dt(.1) regret we learned or th e IUdden death ot l'frl . una HUTJson on 

Novett>er 6th. ttrs . HazTlr.on was the al ater or the l ate Charles Hemt lUln, 1'ho died 8' 

Ou-1.stms neari, two yeara ago. 
Hrs. Han-taon, lllt)O was 81, was found unconscious. Sbe wu N5hed to hoapltal , 

.twre ,tie dted acoe hcU"I i.wr or heart ra.11.ure. 
nn . HatTla«l wu born 1n 1882, thl e lg)lth chtld or John md n.arton Hac.llt.M fib:) 

u.tn U ffd In Ealln&. On.1.7 t.wo years later her t at.her dUd , and the ra:itly a:,Yed to 

Hill Rill Park , and later to Cbt5"tck. A.a a ch i ld, nr-s. HOITISCl'I ,ut t ered f rom eye 

ulcers . Shi apent long perloda or childhood wlt.h her eyes btlnda&ed, llld her brother , 

Charlie , N.:1 t.o her . Brotl!.er and al 1t.tr were dtTOte<l to one enotbcr t.hroughout the ir 

1on& u,es. 
In 1899 Hrs. P.an-la<m went to the Royal Acadmv or NU.sic, eni:s bad her -,Pr.» voi ce 

c.ra lned. ln 1~ , now tullY quallttacl u a teacher or stnglrc m Yotce prodUetlon, ft 

leCt the AcadetJY. In 1907, l'fltle on holiday tn tho Isl e or 11an, lhe oet Perey Han-Ison . 

A long msle al trl mdshlp ensued, eulc lnatlng wtth thei r mtTJ&& t In 1911 at St. 
&tepblo • s Cl'llrch, Hq,stead. There 1, ,un tn uut.ence a panor.::afc photocracih or the 

"9ddtnc reuptlon at 1rucatl ' s. ft t p lcwrt, ..ti.lei\ $bcKs about e tsJ'ltY cuesu ai. the 

reception la dllttnctl.7 lq,NNIYe . Fr at the back, al.:l>st hldln& hlmdt with 

cmrac ter utte retteence , t , tlrother Charles. 
The JOW\C coupl e hOney"OOOned In f'rance, Swlt zerlond , md Venice, Jrflere O\arles 

Joi ned thtll at the end or the rear . 
&arl¥ tn 1912, they ecie hoce owing to the tUnea.s or tfN . Han-Ison•, mt.her . HN. 

Ha:.tlton dttd 1n tbe Mltm'I or tbat rear , .Y)d Charlu, Jlho was pu.stonatel.1 fond or hlS 

1:1>tber, ._. ., grle t- 1trlcten tha t Cbe" ..en fttll'I tar a "111• lhat , t n ht, '°"'°"' ht 

Cllght t.ate hl a OM'I Ute . 
When war brdte out t n 1914, the Kan-taons , with tlrother Charlea, were on t he 

caitlnent . They returned hoae , and dUrtng the war 11rs. Herrt10n occupi ed htrseir In 

YIJ' IWI ;tl&NI or wel" JKrk. 
Jn 1922 a dSCbter " "' t1om, ,bo _, na:J8d ltla alter her DOU'ar. She ts , co-da, , 

ttrs. Rm.llton Wrtlbt, well'1nOl'll aa Ult niece or Ulll tamua eut.bcr. 
In 1921, the ftaJTIJOOI l:IOTOd to Park Dr ive , Goldtni Gretn , DaYIRC In 19'6 to 
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Cheltcnh.m:I. t hough the Golders Green hooe was retained . In 1957, Hrs. Harr1.t0n became a 
grMdclot.her, 6lld late r that year her husband dted . 1 t was about i.Mt tlme tha t the he.'!l"t 
t rouble, wht cll was to end her l l re tn 1963, devel oped. 

Mrs. HaJTlson was a keen and ent:JiJstastlc gardener , and "as a great catrl over. It 
was on aceOWlt or these hobb l es that she could never be persuMed , ln later ye.irs, to 
l eave her larg e house to 11ve In a na t. 

ttrs . Hon-t son attended the ceetlngs or the Lonclon Cl ub at Surblton In 1962 and 1963. 
tn spite or her near-t,Uroness , .YIC! the dtr tl culey or t he journey rroc Golders Green to 
Su.rbt ton , noth i ng YiOUld pnvent her rro o a tt.cndtng. She woo all hearts at the cee tl ngs. 
She was a sweet ana charo l ng gentlewocai , rea ll y or the old school. She to l d co once 
t ha t, or all her brothel"( s r1ctlonal cfl.aract.ers , she l iked best. Guss;r or¥:I Too HerT)r . In 
her opinion, hls rt ne:st WQl'k. wcs done In the blue Gee . 

We shall ols s a very l ove ly old lady at the next SUrbtton oe e tlng. 
Creoatton t ook place a t Golder s Green cremtorluc on Hoved>er 6t.h, 11 slq>le se rv ice 

fthlch "as at t ended by the editor or this regaz tne. 
Later 11\.at dsy , the ed itor was shown the engageoent rt na: whi ch Charles Haotlton once 

presented to the l edY or h is choic e . When the engagt:!!:IOOt "a.t br oken o re , he gave the ring 
to hls siste r. Also t n Nrs . HarT'l sont s possess i on was a l ovely old s ll ver blsc:ut, box, 
probab).y over a tluldred years old. As a ebtld, Charles saci>lcd the biscu i ts rrom t h ts 
box, flhlch ~ belqed to hls grandparen t s. 

Collectors • Di gest extencis tt s Cleepes t S)'t;)ath;f, oo behal! or It s reeders and 
contr ibu to r s, to Mrs. Una H81:11l ton Wright Md the t ao11Y, 

G~ IN THE ,iESr oo· <~an~1~:a. ~ -~e -11·>.: •• - • - • 
perfo:nnance , and he l ooks fonrard to exchanging a t-tave, a smil e , and a 
handshake wit h hundreds of hi s fri ends during t he run of th e show. 

BILLY BUNTER MEETS MAGIC opens on December 23rd, and pl ays daily 
at 2. 30 until January 18th , 

QN00'.1s-01J.RY ,Ca'liiooed rroo Paae' 20r ... - - - - - - - - - - - - -
It was reartul).y cold and very wi ndy' , ald Gre.n kept talking at>out t6' poor bare knees ••••• 

( DIGrnT reade r s are Invit ed to tum back th o clock, ana spend Of.Rl81'1:.8 ~'ITH DAM« 
• •• • t n Coll ect ors• Digest AMual ror 1963.) · 

?~ .1i:r11,r:~ est~29 r~·p~~st 3~~:~ :::;,!• 2, 3, 4, 1<>-11 (920 p~es) , 

!11&, 42, GRACEFJEI.D QARLJNS, STRFJ.THAH s ,w,36. 

~: o!1:/::;~s:rii~~~5r ~!'tc~: ,~w~! !f . ~:1~~ ?c~s~; =~~; -~~; 
"1.o caoe So.ck9. Tip-top caiClltt on , 716d. each. Po5tage extra on ill ttetlS. s.A.E. 
rt rst pl ease , 

----------- ~· - •gCEl§JORltOUSE,' -~· -~ · .... - -- - - -------
rfz;2;f~GE: 

0
::::~QY ~ -1927, excellent . ~n:2tt lon , ror ooe rroo years 1920, 1921, 

?«w1AN PR.ACNFll.., }} 8RJ.E BTRErr', LIVERPOOL, 7• 

'lfrfJ;)'~}WaX~1~:E.B.o.Ps., Clu:is ( 200 Vols.) H3gnets, Gees, Populars , u .rs. 

~• 20 .A.5HlEf ROAD, ~ · 
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Heettng held 29th October , 196}; 
El&ht oa:bers \1ere present , Normn Cre gm,- (chalroen), Toe Pore.er, Jack Bellrt eld , 

Jack tlOd Naae:e Corbett, Wi n Part r idge , Rey Bennett and Ted Davey. In the absence ot 
Uw Secretllr1 , Noman read the l as t tlewsletter t n Heu or the usual mrwte s am welcoced 
a new postel oedler John T. (another John T .) Hann troc Rettord. Another Greyrrtara 
• old boY" by the way. It was sn lnfot'1!8l nen tng and no r tx«s progrna:E so attcr th i 
stghB or relief that no one had concocted a •Qul zS, Too prodUCed ht s Anniversary NIJ:i>er. 
The first 1,as Ceo N<l. 717, dnted 29th October, 1921. Also, (t)propr t ate ,to th is 
parc.tcular tl~ or Ule year, the following week' s Gem No. 718 •cuy Fs«es 8lld Bonrt re 
Day s t St. J tc•s .• 

Collect ors lt e::s .sMM't were C.D. No. 1 Md c.o . No. 31,. A di scuss i on MS lntro­
du.ced by the chotrnan , t he !llbj ect • contents or n letter rece i ved rra:i the SecretnrY re 
the recent articl es In s.P.C. md C. D. rel at ing to th e •School daYs or Prmk Richards . • 
The t eeUngs expressed In Uu:.t le t ter could not tall to tlncl agreer.en t t ree the very 
loyal adcllrers of Frank Richards 1"lbo were presen t. The •Greytrtanll Bing o Ctc& wna 
wcrt by Win Partr idge and the Utrory rntn e, by ~e Corbet t wh:> received a ' Cedf 800 
a •vreyrrtars Herald .• The enj oyable nt ght • s progr;:a:e f lntmoo by Nmge reading 
extracts troo C.D. Ho. 3A. 

Nectlng held 9th Novetr:bet, 196} 
ni.ere was onothcr good att.c1lda1ce 1'hcn d\o.l n:m Geortre1 Wi lde opened air Noved)er 

IZettng . J.s Geoff remrked, the "8ather ,ms col a Md un invit ing outslae , but all 'll'&S 
war:l md cosy as usual In our chee17 roa:i.. 

The minutes «ll cont.hl.Y reports havt ng been deal t with , Cen"Y J.lllaon gave us the 
ne.is &fJj cOJTespondence or th e tr:>nth• whldl Included a l e tter trom Cli f f Archer , me or 
our iaea>ers tn t.he Han.chester are a , e,;presstng wm"O apJ:C"(!Ctattoo or our po~ 11bror7 
rac1ll ttea. • 

;. atscusa l on eboUt our ChrlSf.m!lS Part)' rollowed. Thia wi ll be held oo Bat urda)r , 
14th Decect>er, c<EtJC:nclng at 4.30 p.c. , ID2 we shall be very pl eas ed to lee my oed>ers 
ot the other clubs 10l are ftble to lll:lk.e the l ourney . As usual we haVe a butper 
~ laid on sld a11 · 1s set fer a IX>lt enloy eble evening . 

• we thlr1 h8CI: fl'I excl t ln& g8Jll9: or •rootbell' between two Cnytr l ar& tems , Shell 
( Cd)ta tn Gen,- Allison) venus Reoove ( ceptat n Ceoftrey Wt J.<:e). ~ of the te~ 
had to e<q>0se a rfO'Dil or not lilOre thsn elr,en ,o~a , the lnltt al l etter or each wore 
betn& Uet or a CJ!Cbcr ot 'tbe t caa. oo t.he te or:: sheet 111pplted b)' oe.rr., . Each l etter 
w~ al l otted a ru:t>er, ~ el nen l e tters totall i ng )4 In each t eac. I t was gooc:l tlll , 
tr,r lng to ccqx,se a rto,:>e u. l ng aa ceny or t.he eleven words as poss i bl e. ~ 90Cl8 
extl'UDel7 s:ua:log efrorta were re3:I out, A break tor retreatnents ~ nlccme atter ·------111'1-~IMl ... - tGHI_ I_III, 
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tb lS strfflUOUS literary exercis e . 

The second port ot tJ\e ~ was devoted to a qulz by Pronk Hoocoek. on 
ch~t ers or th e var Jous school s. It was qui te a l engtby atttll r. with a oax ltllril or 
34 points. Geottre.y Wil de and El.Ste Pal.Der were j oint winners with 31 points each, 
Jack Wood ~ Blll Wlll l @SOO next w1f.h 29 points eooh. m d Ron Hodgson c.hlrd with 25. 

r. short discussion on genenl topics rollowed, aD1 th e ce etl ng tcmtnated ot 
9.20 p.c,. 

F. H/~COCK Hon. Sec. 

~ 
Syd 6.ieyt.h opened the ree ttng nt 6 . }0 on Novectur 14th, .'.lTlll the ttrat 1teo wns 

presented bf Don Harkness , o kem nmauur pbot-Ographer. Don had recently ?l s tt ed 8111 
Hall, and had code n rn o record or Bi ll' s Qcrb collection . Don no,r showed t he rtl c. 
to come rs, l'tlo grca tlY enJoyed tho special tz-eat . 

Ii. l et ter f'l'QO J..rthur Holland sp;;irttod otr an Interest i ng dtscus slon on t he current 
C.0 . and sever al cootrov ers l nl subjects written upon by Roger J enk i ns and l.alJrl o But ton . 
It occup ied o pleasant, tr a t ti c.es heated , halt--hour. 

ThlS was t olloued by the reOOlng of m excellent ort l c l e , rece i ved tra:i Gordon 
swan, on Sexton Bl Me• s 11:Wtr"trlends . The .:irtlcl e will f ea tur e et sn eulY date In 
•nte Gol d.en Hours Ma&azln e.• 

F'rotil Ron HOO,son csoc: nooa or th! project ooncemlng t he publl cat l m or Charl e s 
Haoll ton ' s stor i es t n •Lo ck & Learn.• Bl oke ooth.Jslas t s were t nter-estod t o know thll.t 
the veey ttrst Greytriars story I n •Look and Le.am- wos actu ally wrltt.en by w. Catchpo le• 
7tlO had al so wrltt.en o r Sexton Bloke. We 'l ook end. learn' but tWParcntl.y th e publ l shcrS 
don' t • They still have a l ot t o le&"n oo the mbj ect or ChaS. Har.Ht.on. 

A.n e,111slng qui z tl"Ot:1 Ron Hodgson had t he b.lss l e coll ect ors on th eir toes , with Stun 
Nlcholls Nld Vlc Col by :fl tntng the cos t brlghtlY . 

During tb e halt-hour chat t n the l ocal corr eo shop, we discussed the plans tor th e 
Chrlst::ia s Party to toke pla,c e on Thursd.Q • 19th Oeeer:t:ier. when we hopa to be s itti ng 
d09'll'l to a Chtclten DIMcr tn Ideal ~t ngs. A blg choe rt o t or Olrl stoas to all our 
trt ends. 

B. PJSE (Secr<teiy ) . 

Incleoent weather again tor the Dolll s Htl l ccet tng on Sund.o.Y, Novccber 17th. But 
along they ceoe to enj oy a happy t tt:Je. spent browsing over sa::e ot tho bOOks tfld p~e r s 
or both th? Ho.Dtlt oni an am Nelsoo Lee llbra.r., which th e two ltt>rcrl tll'I.S1 Roger J en..'ttns 
ona Bob Blythe have t or l OM. Roger I:BMges to cope wtt h ht s l arge coll ect ion , despite 
793 papers betng out oo lo M ; good lob he has a ca?' to help in th e tr @spor t o r soce 
or l'iNl.t he l oans out . Bob BJythe , being the host , had all hi s ocrp l ote llbrn.ry stock 
availabl e excep t what the borrowers h.':m!. Both th ese t wo cheDS do an excellen t spare 
tull tt oe j ob , a proper lnbour of l ove. 

Bill Lott s , co~se r and quest l onmster , put Roger Jer.ktn s thro ugh hts solo qu i z• 
~ Roger acqu it ted hl cse ll very wen . 

•Hunch-Bacltcd H lr a::i. th e Homdsdl t ch Hustler,• t eo.turt ng Trackett Orto, naa Bob 
Blythe• s chol co ror a read ing and l udglng bY t be opplaUse nt the cooclus t on It went dom. 
well. 

The Hac.tlt ootm read t ng "os a chapter troo •s.o.i..• 2<11, •Wllo Pooched Prout?! Thi s 
was ..,prec t at ed ; re ader Roger Jenk i ns . 

The tort hcOclng Chrlstoas Bunter ~°" •8111.}" Bunt er Meets Hagl e' "as d lscussod Md 



.~!....~ ---'"""""'"''"'"' ......... - ......... "" ____ l ___ "'" __ __ _ _ 

an Qble to c,.o so were urged to support this stw::w ttt t.oncion•a Shen,estu7 ni.eatn . 
fl vart eQ' ot subjec t s. dram at ranclcc rroo t.he hat , eaeb tted>er haTlng a D.lrai.te to 

eluc idate on the one <Jn,m, wea greatly en1cyed. 
The DeelD>er Chrtstoe3 reet lng l'flll be held on SundaY, 15UI., at Htn House , 

Lordship t.ene, E!.st Dulwtdl , London , s.E. 22. Hosts Len ~ Josle P.i.clcaln. Let thee 
11:nolft tr atten:11ng by letter to '-heir pr i vate address oi- •phone TCWnley 2844. 

UNClZ BOO/J1!N. 

;Yo«M 9J: 
Interes tin g I te~ 
t l-ie rdito r ' s Let ter-Ba g 

gwyn> Vf.ll IID)'m (Sooth :.rr t ca) : t lov e th e ol d Citn. ttf inter est In TJl.e old popera 
ta conttned. to the H~ l tCII saga. I had a large coll eett oo or Lees Whlch I picked up 
years ago, but I could not 'i'IOrk up IJlfJ cnUwstasc tor theo. and I have since disposed or 
t?lE' l ot. Blake has no eharn:s tor oei I DJch ircrer Con3l Dayle. St i ll. every oon to 
his tastes, on:! It Is evi dent that there are plenty l'll.ose tlrst loves are Sl ake Md Lee. 

m..Jlml! (Lustral la): The Double ?.trber was a love)y job to l oot at hMdl e - 01¥:I res:t . 

~ ~W~=;\iu1!:~ !gest Is aJ.woYs a J07. No. 200 was n rare 1tec towards 

f'R/lNlt HJJ«:OCK (Leeds): The cmtton tn your 0011.mns recently o r t he •Foot.boll ravcurtte• 
arouM<! hq,p7 ce1X1rHls• as 1 ree,d this paper tor a ti ne In U!.e ' twenties . 1 N?oet:ber 
littl e or the contents 00'!"• except t he stortu t!bo\lt Perey arx1 Steve , ond a later series . 
Percy erxt Sten , tho t111U onalre Sportscen . 1 t hink thef were wri tten bY MontagUe Hny 
(1 DeY be wraig here) md I ftOnder It these very runny stories were ever reprinted tn 
t he s.F .t.. or els8'';here? N~ scoe of yoor readers could enltght en ce on t hts potnt . 

~n~ffi?r~~~~ )~ ~~~ ~~::ce 00~t~:,O:~~ rt~e:~e ~ ~~~~t;: there 
t s real l.Y no l lmt to t he excell ence ot c. D. Caigratulatton In tull, though seeotngl.y 
ln~equate , ts once mre gi ven to our tnttl.lt able edt tol' tor hi s coottnut ng ~ l e 
achteTeCIErlt s. 

(Str, YOUl" kind recarka. are cud\ appreciated. flle old editor ts ovel"l'lhellJed troc. 
ht s flat teet to hts -=illen head. - r.D.) 

~¥\!Sew~ =8
!.i1~~~~~ 1i~~u~=~:" cu~~~tb~ mt!~~-

wlth t loe, yet I won::ier tr we don't W'lderesttcate our powers ot accurate reco ll ecttao 
rroc a peri od mm, atter all, we were acute}¥ t c:presstmab l e? 'l'DoN WOOOert'Ul mmers 
ot old WCQld aee:c to be en scknowledged md lnca1troverttble fact - tn tht a cue a 
~retty depresslni Tlndtc att on of a child• s om:xry , s ince lt ao:,unts to sa)'tng tha t our 
,e,!,~" t s bteocJi:, stead l lJ foul er . 
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~F=':'w!!o::; i~~s).I r:: ~~;':!~!~ =~~st;~ti !°&S ~s=::~:!c. n 
was something I had wanted to know ror years i at>out Brook.s himself, his booe, and hls 
ap tnl on or St . Prank•,. What about a photo o r Hr . Brooks soon? 

What re.i hll)l)lnesa I gain troo the D1ge.stt Permit me to con&ratulate You on 
th e 200th number. It was reaUy greet . 

J!Jre=1~~~are~ e=~ft~~:t~!~~:dn~~~l~ has lcproved beyond 

w,o , o, WFJS (London) . l'c afraid that Walter Webb has s ll pped up badlY over fld.a 
Helboum e' as lt h not a pen-name or Horace Phlll t ps at all\ The real identity ls 
L. E. Ran.some - a writer of maror mmy t housands or girls • sr..ortes slnce 1919. I have 
been tn regular COET'8sp00dence with blm tor years ana, tn tact , he rec entl,y ,rote m 
pages or tYJ)e dls.app.rovtQg or peq, l e tr.f ine to f l od out t act s about c.H.L Booe ot his 
points re so good that I a::i t.hlnUng or putting t.hea In an art lcle. But plentY ot 
tl1m yet. 

fe¥:hl1~~ ~i'~~!ina1 ~e~::.e:a:r v~ ~~~~~~~ e~ii;1~. att1~ai0
~~ 

dom , W3Sltt It? 

(L arge nw:t>ers or readers have written us 1n similar term concerning the reprints 
lo Look and Learn. We thank all "1o wrote . ... m.) 

ALBERT WAnqN (New Zealand). 01d Hr. E. R. H~al l ever M'1t e a.a • Home.Coal• tn the 
J.lcUne football Llbrar.,'? Who ftrote the ' SQ.1th of the Secret Serv i ce' stories in tbe 
Bey' s Fr iend Library? 

mrFa:s~ =:>;~o~~a~~:1~!~1~'.!:'i1~= ~e~~~i:~ i~!~= 
would ll ke to see a Blade st<KY ; preterabl.Y a oouble-l engt.h one - Sn th& Annual . I 
t.hought Tom Hoppru-tor\f a: •PrJde or the Ri ng' well up to h l s usual ffltey standard. J. tln e 
plece ot ffOrk. We a-e ind eed tortunatf: to have so wc.h ff1lltng talent tn the clan. 

(Mr. Buddle f eatures 1n • AINANTAIJE VAHDDU.JNII - a story of Slide . 'llhlle Tom Hopperton 
contt 1.bUtes a mast,e r ]y survey or sorr.e or tb e l'IOl"k or Sidney Drew - 1n cct..LECTOP.S• DIGEST 
~,i. tor 196}. - ED.) 



R E V I E W 

"JUJ!B" (Keith Waterhouse) By F. Vernon- l<q 

Keith Waterhouse is veil known as the author of "Bil.l,y Liar," 
a book that has been Dade into a popular film . My only exc,JBe for 

reviewing his Iateat offort in these pages is that he would appear to 

have core than a nodding acqusintance with our hobby. 
I would describe "Jubb" as one of the DOSt r evolting novels I 

have ever r ead , even in this da.Y and age. After giving a r epuls ive 

pen- picture of hicself , the hero ( ! ) Jubb goes on to talk about his 

activities as a collsctor of Old Boys' Books. It is clear that the 

vri ter of t he story knows a good deal about the hobby and the old 

papers, though coccents in connection with prices tend to suggest that 

sooe of his knowledge may have cor,e fro n television progr omes . 

ill this would be of little inportance except for the fact 

that Jubb's reason for collecting O.B.B' • is that his sex- life is w, ­

sntisfactory . It is possible tha t any reader night class all O.B. B. 

collectors on a par 11ith Jubb, and judge thee accordingly . T!lare is 

·no C1ention of the real reason why so nany decent , cleen - li ving people 

derive grast pleasure fron our hobby. 

WANTED: Good loose copies or bound volunes containing eny of the 

~ing: ~ - 52, 131 to 149 inclw,ive, 195, 205, 237, 238, 
239, 277, 316, 319, 353, 400, 417, 422, 435, 469, 706, 719, 751, 752, 

753, 762, 763, 809. Y.ost issues between 621 and 890, 900, 921, 924, 

925, 936, 936, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965, 967, 968, 996. 
~ - Many issues between 400 and 500. Mney issues between 800 and 

679. Also Nos. 925, 935, 953, 954, 956, 'I15, 900, 964, 965, 969, 990, 

992, 993, 996, 1129, 1150. ~: 163, 190, 370, 365, 396, 452, 
455, 466, 474. EARLY PlliNY POFUI.\RS: Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47, 48. 

ERIC F.AY.l!E, "EXCELSIOR HOUSE," GROVE RO!D, SURBITON, SURREY. 

BOOKBI!ID I J, G 

ALL 'l'YPES OF BINDINGS UlfD!ll'l'Aml: OOOKS REBOUND OR REPAIRED: 

Q UALITY W O R K i; A N S R I P 

L. WARD, } IIEAlmRD!NE CLOSE, MITCHAM, .§!1!!!!fil'.. TEL: MIT. }837 
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£:dlttd b7 Fl-le Fa,yne, Eu:elator Houae, orov, Roiw:t, Surbtton, su.n-ey. 
~Uc.ate by Tc:rt. [Qpltcat 1n& Servtee1 , 12.a The Shad>les , York. 


