
Nw,1ber 

;· ~ 
-~ :; 

"' 



COL.L.£CTORs· t>IG£ST 
FOUNDED in 1946 by HERB]i:RT LECKffiBY 

v;{. 18 No. '20'7 MARCH; 1964 ....... m-···-·M;;t2:.··w:·· 
., ... _, ........... , ..... , ... -.. __ ............. __ ..... -...... -·-·--·--- ................. --·-... -.......... _,_,, .... , ................... ., ... 

OOG!IA: 
--- On our outer jacket this month we bring you a reproduction of the 
cover of a penodical named YOl)NG BRITAIN. lie know in advance that 
this picture will strike no nostl4gic chord in the breast of the 
average Digest r ender. In fact it i s more than likely that most 
readers will never have beard of it at all . I cannot even aay for 
certain that YOONG BRITAIN bas ever been ment ion ed in the thousands of 
letters which reach tliis office every year . 

Yet it was an Amalgamated Press plblication. It ran fl'CJll 1919 
till 1924, a total of 265 issues . No mean achievement . It is 
certain that thousands of youngsters supported it . Just wh;y does it 
get so litt le mention to-c!ey; just wh;y do so few, if any , collect it? 

It consis ted of short stories and serials , Two serials in t he 
issue of which we have reproduced the cover were "Off His Own Bat" 
and "Bold Robin Hood," both reprinted later in the Popllar. 

In July 1924, YOONG BRITAIN was amalgamat ed with 'll!E CHAMPION, 
lie have been told that the circulation of CHAl!PION in the ln t e .... -- ... --... -- .-........... __ , ___ .,.,,,,,.,...,. .................... _._ ..... _ ... __ ,,_, .. _.,,,, .. -. 



thirties vss hiflher than that of t he MAGNEI', and we know that the 
CHAMPION carried on whil e t he IIAGNEI' became a war casualty . Yet the 
int eres t in ClliJt~PION, among our readers , is very limited • 

• l;nyone to-day would find it essy to amsss a collection of Magnet s, 
Gems, School boys 1 Own Libraries, Lee's , or Union Jocks , within lim i ts , 
if he h:ld the money to spare . Aeyone seeking Young Britain, Dread ­
nought , Rllnger, !h pir e Library, or the lik e , would find it cheape r but 
nearly an impossi bility . 

In th e 1963 Annual we observed that "Jack Blake of St . Jim's" is 
far more rllro than "Tom Merry ' s Schooldays" or "The Making of ilo.rry 
Wharton , " and the sc:ir city of the fi r st - named is due to the f ac t that 
PllJCK i s so rare. 

!lone of us a'Ould have our collections now if some unusual people , 
long ago , had not r etained thei r copies of the ol d papers in which the 
main i nterest centres t o-day . Ve owe those wrusual people a debt 
which we shal l never be able to pay , 

There i s , of cours e , nothi ng unusunl in people collecting. We 
!mow to our cost , in this office , tha t people collect th e most weird 
and wonderful things. What is i noxplicable i s why people collected 
certain pepers and not others ! 

Girla did not coll ect at a ll. It i s an impossibility to find 
copies of Girl's Reader or Girl ' s FrieM. I have so\J8ht them fo r 
years and never succeeded in f i nding eVen one. 

The Y,ignet, Gem, and llel son Lee were probably th e most retained . 
There was obviou sly somethin& i n those papers which appe:iled to s ome-
thing in cert ain kinds of boys. Docs anyone know what those "some-
things" were? Does anyone know what kind of boys tho se certain kinds 
of boys were? I can't even begin to guess . 
ARE WE ANY THE W'ISER? 

Did we learn anything from the recen t experiment of LOOK & LEARi'I 
to present th eir own arrangements of some of the ol d Greyfriars 
stories . Did I hear a neigh? 

We have been told for years that a paper like t he Magnet would not 
sell to-dey . But we don I t !mow, do we? Si nce the war we have seen 
an old Tom Merry story tran s ferred to a pi cture se ri al in which Harry 
Manners became George; we have seen some mutilated Rookwood stories 
offe red in serial form in Knock.out; we have seen cb.mks of an old 
Nelson Lee tale presented with the main character ' s name altered; we 
have seen two truncated sub stories and one drast i cally pruned genuine 
s tory in L. & L. None of that is any criterio n. We ar e still none 
the wiser. 
"''""""'""'"""""'H"''"""'-'"'""'"''""'"'""""'"""'"""""""'"""'""'_",_,,,-,NNH H1U,H<;fN"n,,1n,,Wo;,/U'""'"'Hl'HIHH,H""""" 
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We do know, however , that the Bunter books sell so well at 11/ 6 

a tim e that the p.,blishers are shortly to is sue yet another new story 
in the se ri es , more than two years after the death of the creato r of 
Greyfriars . That must teaoh us something . I ' m not quite sure what 

it is• THE EDITOR 

NEXT MONTH: 
GRAND E11LARGE:Jl SPRIIJG NUMBER OF COLLECTORS' DIGEST 
Packed with good things , including a new Slade story : 

MR. BUDDLE LAUGHS LAST 

Conducted by JOSEIBI!IE PACKMAN, 
27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich , S.E. 22 . 

During the past few months I have received a number of very 
interesting a rticle s , including some from Australia and New Zeal and . 

I have of course already t hanked the writers for their contribu ­
tions , but I thought it would be r ather nice to devote this month ' s 
BLAKIANA to the work of our overseas chums. 

I can assure Mr. Wadham that the "Union Jack Detective Supplement" 
is highly prized by collec tors who are lucky enough to own eithe r the 
bound volumes or ( like mysel f) the issues of the U .J, with the 
Supplements therein. 

I am pleased to say that work is going ahead with t he S. Blake 
catalogue , It is hoped that t he material will be i n the hands of the 
printers in the very near future . JOSIE PACKMAN 

SEXTON BLAKE SUPP!JmllTS 

In 1922 the Union Jack began a successful series of Detective 
Supplements that I conside r to be one of the most in t eresting features 
the famous weekly ever intro duced. 

The eight page, easily detachable, Supplement covered a wide 
sco.e, ,of world ' s . ..lx>lice , and,..det ective Jo rc e .,topics, and1.,at. each ""'"""" " 
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year ' s end, binding cases were supplied , and the series could be 
I 

handsomely bound for 4s , 9d, The Supplement waa well illustrated 
with photographs and many drawings , and those readers who had copies 
bound would certainly cherish an interesting and unusual volume , 

In No, 1 of volume 4, presented with Union J ack of J anuary 2nd , 
1926, part one of "The Story of Australian Gangsters" commenced, 
written and illustr ated by Australian newspaper-man E, F, Hiscocks , 
A more authentic and compl ete series of articles on larrikin types of 
1860 to tho 1890 period I fllllcy has never been p.,blis hed befo r e . 

But those artic le s were only a small part of the grand collection 
of factual material the Detect iv e Supplement printed over the years; 
and, according to the Union Jack ' s "Round Tnbl e" talk , a great many 
readers sought binding cases for their Supplements , 

It would be most i nteresting to learn if any present dey collectors 
have managed t o secure any of those volumes , Surely some of such 
strong l y bound JUblic ations must have somewhere s urvived, 

* * * * * * 
ON THE TRAIL llI'lll ALLAN BLAIR 

By S, GOR!Xlll SWAN 

illll'll you are weary of sleazy night-clubs, off-b eat charac t ers and 
the se x and sadism which characterise so many modem thrillers , I 
recommend a dose of All an Blai r, to be r epeated at regular intervals , 
This author , whose real name, William J , Bayfield , i s l os s well - known 
to us than his nom-de-plume , will provide a r eal tonic after th o 
corrupt atmosphe re of the cont emporary novel , 

He was guilty of a few pot -boil ers, but a t his best he could keep 
you enthrolled for hours with a stra i ght -out story of crime and 
detective work without any frills, A mysterious murder would start 
Blake , Tinker and Pedro off on a long cross - country chase fill ed with 
eventful happenings , i n the course of which various c lu es poi nted the 
way and an occasional body obstructed the JUr8Ui t , The trail often 
led them across three or four counties , during which period an 
as t onishing succes s ion of l ocal inspectors and medicos would make 
thair appearance , Sc much excit ement and so maey events were li ab le 
to occur t hat ofte n it required a little effort to rem001ber what the 
original crime was about, 

One of the best examples of his work i s the "Twist in the Trail , 11 

(S , B,L, 1st Series Ila, 137), which takes place in Ireland not long 
a.fter the Great War. This is a fine story with plenty of local 
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colour - including a band of potheen distillers - the real villain of 
which does not make his entry until the l as t part of the s tory . 
This was often a feature of Blair ' s yarns - that you knew little about 
the villains until the s tory was well advanced . Sometime s there was 
a rogu e with some dis t inguishing physical charac t eristic such as 
abnonnal height or a twist ed thumb or six fing ers on one hand , whose 
t rai l would be picked up at various poi nt s of the compass until he 
was finally tracked down. 

Allan Blair is not r emembered for hi s characters ; most of his 
stories were inde pendent t ales of mystery and crime . Neverthel ess 
he did create two villain s who ap peared in more than one s t ory . One 
was Karl Freytag , who had been a Gennnn submarine comander in the 
Great War. You will find him in : 

s . B, L, 1s t . Series 220 "Case of the Mis s ing Journali s t" 
s . B. L. 2nd. Series 3 11Gase of the Deported ..Uiens" 
S, B, L. 2nd . Seri es 24 "Case of the Press Photographe r" 

Another rogu e who appeared in at le:,s t two s tories was named 
Moxon Liddisher , the Maste r ]'limic , who was, as his nickn.'.lme implies , 
a kind of Leon Kes tr el . 

There were several othe r minor recurring charac te rs , such us 
David Mani sty , a press fbotograph er , who made hi s debut in the l as t 
of the Freytag yarn s mentioned above . And th en, of course , the r e 
were t he invalu abl e Barry and Lucas, whose aid Blake frequently called 
upon to shado1< some suspect . I don ' t think there was ever a descri p­
tion furnish ed of these two men, but one could surmise t.hnt Lucss was 
a bi g, fl es hy man as he once impersonated a croo k of that aspect . 
Barry and Lucas went throu gh a lot of pe;csonal peri l on Bl ake ' s behalf 
and took part in a number of cases. I have never noticed any refe r­
ence to thes e two in arti cles on the Bl ake saga , but I think they 
dese rv e a pl ace in th e hall of f ame. 

Allan Blair contribu ted n l ot to t he chronicles of S . B. He must 
have been wr1 ting of the detective I s i:dventures ove r a period of 
thirty - four years . Like Murrey Graydon , he disappeared from the 
piges of the U. J . and conf ine d himse l f t o the S. B. L. for nearl y twenty 
years. Why thi s was so I can only guess: he """ a little old ­
fashioned at times, but thi s was not so evident in his later s t ories . 

In othe r fields I have tr:iced his stories bctck t o a Boy' s Realm 
s erial i n 1902, but r ecently r ecognised his handiwork in a -!,!. Marvel 
No. 121, "Held for Ransom," J'lblished 25. 2.1 896! How l ong before tha t 
he commenced his caree r it is impossi ble to say , but in any case it 
was a long and meritoriou s one. Though he ( continued on page 14 ) •• 
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TllE \o/l!IPPTI!G BOY 
OF CEDAR CREEK 

"This i o the l ast straw 111 

Thus Char les lfomilton , one day in t he ye ru: 1919 , The author 
had ooen l ook:ini; through some recent issu es of "The Boys ' Fri end" 
when something lik e a cold douche which he r ccci ved evoked the above 
remruk , 

For some tim e there had been a rift in the lute be tween Hamil ton 
and the odi t or of th e • Companion Papers, • 'llie Ml story of the 
di sa_,"l' cenent has never been tol d , as Frank Richards deleted most of 
the account from hi s autobiography, But see Crulpter 6 of that book, 

Frank Richard s , Martin Cliff ord nnd Owen Conquest had protes t ed 
indi gnant l y but in vain , against stories by other writers being 
printed under th e · pen-romes which they had mil.de famous, At t he time 
of which we write , over a hundred substitute St . Jim 1 s yarns had 
appe ared i n "The Gem," and s ome ninety about Greyfrinrs in the pages 
of "The 1',agnet, " Neither had Rookwood escaped , for , beginning with 

~ "Lovell ' s Luck" in B, F, 823, nine sub- stories of tha t school had bee n 
printed , 

llut so far, Cedar Creek School i n British Columbia had r emained 
immune, Under the pen- name of Martin Cliff ord in the weekly 1 Boys' 
Friend ' Charle s Hamilton had been describing th e ficti onal schoold:,ys 
of Fronk Richards - that alte r ego of his, in to whose personality hi s 
own so often emerged, I n fact , some details i n th e Cedar Creek tales 
are autobiographical , 

The School in th e Backwoods was the li t tle ewe-l amb of our nutho r, 
It was his own wish - fulfil lment - his own imagined life sto ry he was 
describing , And now the blow had fal lenl A ' sub- sto ry' of a 
J)!lrlicul arly ridicul ous kind had been foisted on to hi s p,.bli c as the 
worl< of Martin Cli fford , (See articl e "Sub, Writ er Vi sits Cedar 
Creek, " Collector • s Digest No, 200, ) 



Page .. 8 .. _ ... ....... _., ... - ... -·- ··· .................................. -- ........................... _ .... ,- ........ -·-·---
Hence the ejaculation "This is the l as t strawl11 

What should he do? Prote s ts to the edi t or vould, as he knew 
from past experien ce , be us e le ss . He th ought deeply , And then an 
i de a strudt him . His eyes spa:ticl ed. He vould l e t the readers of 
th e 'Green 'Un' know what he thotJ8ht of substitute. stories! Remember , 
thi s vas 1919. Not for maey years would Charl es Hamil ton be abl e to 
make his protest . 

Soon aft erwards, a bri ef series of t ales appeared in "The Boys' 
Friend . 11 They told how Frank Richards won n prize in the "Thompson 
Pres s 11 with a short story, and how Mr. Penrose , th e editor , had 
astonished and delight ed him by secur i ng his se rvi ces for regular 
contributions . All Cedar Creek School had felt decidedly proud vhen 
they read in thoi r local !l"pcr: 

"FROM A WESTERN WINDOW" Sket ches of Canrulian Lif e 
By Frank Richn.rd s 

However , orl ng to having been the victim of a rag, und immersed 
in a deep snow drift, Frank caught a se ver e col d. To his dismay, he 
found himself unabl e to comple t e hi s weekly s tory for t he "Thompson 
Press!' His distress was very rea l . Imagine hi s consternation 
th erefore when story No. 5 "Jones ' Mortgage" by Frank Richard s duly 
~ppeared , It was a story writt en in poor English , i n f ac t the 
fe eblest rubbish imaginable. To add t o hi s indi gna ti on he was r e-
prov ed by Hiss Meadows for s plitting the infinitive . I vill l et 
Marti n Clifford t ell his own tale now. The following extracts are 
from "The Cedar Croak Autho r" B.F, 964. 

"Frank Richards blinke d. For a moment he wondered whether his 
mind was wanderi ng; whether ho hnd somehow writt en hi s weekly story 
aft er a ll , sent it to Mr . Penrose and ·forgott en about it , fu t thst 
was not possible , fut how was it poss i ble for hi s s t ory to appear 
under his ntlllle when he had not written it? 

"I t is n ' t my story l " stuttered Frank. 
"But it ' s under your ns.me 111 Bob gave a roar . ,.The awful s poofer! 

Tbat' s what ho meant.when he said he would manage. Hc1s written a 
blessed yarn himself, and p.1t it in unier your ~e l 11 

Frank Richard s sank back in his chair. Words fai l ed him . 
The enterprising editor hnd ' managed. 1 Failing to r eceive Frank 

Richards ' copy in tim e for pre ss , he had not l eft a bl ank, . He hadn't 
even written something under hi s own name. Ho hsd calmly used Fronk 
Richards I name and chara cters , n.nd p.it a. story in the I series ' , 
incidentally splitting infinitives, and placing them, as it were , t o 
.... --., ...... --.. -· ...... ----·-----.. -,.....,-., ...... ,_ .. _, ................ ..,_,_ ............. _ 
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the credit of Frnnk Richards. 
Fronk picked up the paper agnin , ond glanced over Mr. Penro se •s 

precious sto rJ . It vns utt er trash . The characters woro mere cari -

c,,.tures of Fronk Rich:i.rds ' own property. Fronk' • chnrru:te rs vero 

dravn from lif e - the new author ' s were dravn fran Frruuc's , cmd caro­

l cs3ly and clumsily drovn at that . 
"We 'll go nnd see him!11 said Bob. "We ' ll make him print an 

oxplrul3t ion in next week's number, nnd own up£" 
(Fronk and his tvo chums go into Thompson to see !Ir . Penrose , and n 

s tomy scone ensues . ) 
"You coul d have missed tho story out for n veck , " said Frank . 

"Not after advertising that it wo.s to oppoo.r, " sni d Mr. Penrose . 

"'illo "Thompson Pross11 has o. r eputation to coMidc r . " 
"lrlhat good vill i t do the bl essed p,per ' s re put ation to have tha t 

silly , ungramatic:ll to sh shoved into it?" dan:indod Fmnk , "Do you 

think anybody will be tClken in? It will be a:, clear as dayli ght what 

you've done. " 
Hr. Pcnro3c l aughed. 
"Nothing of the kind l I don ' t sey th e yarn ' s qui t o up to th e 

mork, but it will pru,s with the rost . Bless your in experie nced 

heart , r eaders don't do much thinking l " 
( 1be odi to r coolly offers Fr-'...nk two dolla rs for the uoe of bi s Dilillo 

which Frank contemptuously roje ct 3. After rofusing to print the 

demanded expl:inntion, Mr, Penrose t ells the school boy outhor t hat he 

will go on borrowing bi s mmo. ) 
Frcnk Ricmrds was speechless . 
"You-you-you 111 use C/1 """'" vbether I wri to for you or not?" he 

gaspod a t last , 
11Correct111 

"We ' ll jolly well seo l Come on, you chops ! We 'v e got to call 

on the oheriff befor e ve go bllck to school." 
"Hol d onl" eja culated !Ir . Penrose in al.am . "lihc.t are you calling 

on th e sheriff for?" 
"To nsk him to chip in , of course - according t o ln wl If we 

liv ed in a big tovn, I could got an injunction to stop you. You know 

that . The sheriff' s th o l sv here, nnd be will do aa velll" 

"Don' t you do anything of the kind ! " howled the nlamed Mr. 

Penrose . "Why, thllt vould give the whole gomo avny, and epoil the 

circulation - and - = -- " 
"Will you stop the series then , and leave my DD1DO out?" 
"I - I - I guoss I shall hllve to , if you insi s t , " grunt ed Mr, Ponro"!' • 
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"And you ' 11 des troy al l the r anaining . copies of thll t number, with 

the dud in it , and I ' ll see you do it l " so.id Frank , detenninedly, 
"That' s t he conditio n. Otherwi se I' m goi ng to the sheriff , " 

Mr, Penrose had to giv o in , In th e presence of Frank Richards 
& Co,, :ill the remaining s tock of the current nucber of th e "Thompson 
Press 11 were tak en outt piled int o a heo.p in th e yard , an:i set fire to . 

There is no doubt in my opini on, t hat this Cedar Creek story was 
provoked by the appearance of "\fanted a Poet" in Boys ' Friend No, 933, 
Mr, Pcnroso was made to st.m:I in as whipping boy for Percy Griffith -
the ori ginal offe nder. Alt hough substitut e sto ri es abou t Grcyfrinrs 
and St . Jim ' s continued to oppoar , 1>.'ld there is no r oconl of pi l es of 
Magnet s and Gans havin g t o be burned , at l east the pure H:unil tonian 
air in Briti sh Columbia r<1Dained unsullied , For no ot he r sub- wri t er 
seems to have vi sit ed the School in the &ckwoods , 

* * * * * * 
LET' S B E CORTROV E RS I AL 

.!!.2....ll• A QUESTION OF TASTE: 
Some time ago , in this series , I critic i sed as unbel iev able the 

Hamil ton character Tom w.tton . Some of my coll eagues agreed with me, 
and the subject has been referr ed to more than once s ince then . 

I fow,d, however, t ha t my colleagues took a dim view of l>J.tton 
for differe nt reasons from my own. They condemned Dutton as a charac ­
ter dr awn in poor t as t e - deafness i s no subj ect for humour. 

I ,have to confess thst, in making my c r it i ci sm of l>J.tton , I gave 
no thought at all to th e "poor taste " si de of the matte r, I condemned 
J>J.tton because he was not true - t o-li fe , Nowadays, and for many years 
past , a boy afflicted wi th deafness would wear a hear i ng-aid, 

Adult s , whose sense of heari ng deteri or a t es wit h the passing of 
the years , find themselves handicapped and li able t o misi nterp re t what 
is said t o them. But deaf children are usually amazing at the art of 
lip- reading, They acqui r e t he gif t unconsc i ously , Years ago , i n my 
own school , we discovered that a boy was lip-r esding , He was take n 
to a doct or who verified that t he boy was actually very deaf inde ed , 
though th e parent s had never suspected i t , 

J>J.tton irrita t ed me as a boy who would never exist in a:cy r eal 
school . Inva ri ably I fow,d his misWldersto.ndings tedious , not be­
cause I t hought th<lll i n poor tast e , but because they were crude , Had 
they been r eal l y funn,y, or shown wit on the part of the author , I 

·might have been amused . 
,. ................ ,,,1Hmmff-fHl"'"'"""'"'""-"'""'""'"'"""'"""""'"''"''"'""""'"""'"'"'"""''"""''"'"';"'""""'"'"'NIWIH,I"'"'"'"",_,_,,,.,,, 
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Goethe once said that nothing shovs a man' s character more than 

the things he la \.18hs at , Goethe may have had sanething there , 
M.Y mother detested anything which cas t fun upon s tuttoring , She 

was disgusted with songs 1thich relied upon stuttering for the ir humour, 
A1lythi.ng which might hurt the fe elings of a person afflict ed with 
s tutt eri ng caused her i ntense ange r . She instilled me with the same 
view. 

Yet I never heard her express any annoyance a t jokes invo l ving 
deafness - possibly because she he rself was hard of hearing , She was 
th e first to laugh at aeything incongruous resulting from her deafnes s , 

I recall a music hal l act - a married couple known as Nat Hills 
and Bobbi e , I thought them brilliant. One of t heir many sko tche s 
depicted an el derly coupl e , bot h afflicted with deafness , who met 
after m&\Y years an1 exchanged remini scences. The ol d gentleman sai d : 
"Do you remember when I ?1t you across my knee arrl spanked you?" and 
the deaf old lady replied : 11You wouldn' t know the old place now. 11 

I l aughed heartily, Yet if they had given a s tuttering song I 
should have fourrl it revo lt ing , I could l augh at humour from deafness, 
but humour from st utt ering would be anathema t o me, 

Utterly inconsisten t! I 
Yet aren I t most of us inconsi s t ent over the things we laugh at . 

I would regard u stuttering churacter as drawn with very poor tas t e, 
yet I never ceuso to delight in the spee ch impediment of Arthur 
Augustus D'Arcy , I s it not a cortainty that many who >rould give 
Charl es l!aoil ton a black marl<: for ge tting fw, out of Dutton I s deafness 
would still gi ve him full m:irloa fo r th a humour he extracted from 
Gussy' s impediment? 

What ubout th e obcs i ty of Bunter and the oth er fat boys of the 
llnllilton story? Rnrol y is obesity due to overeating , Usually th e 
cause is some physical disorder over which the suff ere r has no control , 
The discanfo r t must be at l eas t equal to t hat of deafness , and it is 
f ar more dangerous, Some readers and writers do not 1L1<:e Bunter (and 
I do not agree with t h,..) , but I have never yet heard hilll slammed be­
cause his f atne ss was portrayed in questionable taste , 

Occasiona ll y Bunter' s short - sightedness was msde the subj ect of 
cc,neey. I have never known this criticised , and the author himself , 
and his si ster , suffered fraD poor eyesi@llt for most of their live s , 

Mr, Selby ' s red nose and irascible t ... per were due to indigestion, 
but there is nothing funny in indigestion in real life , Clarence 
Cuffy was , to ?1t it mildly , n little simple - but most of us found 
him a joy , 
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Authors, when tryi ng to be t\uu,y, make Ml use of the ills to 

which the flesh is heir, and they often try to extract humour a t the 

expense of the frailti es of human nature . libero , in fact , should an 

author draw the line in th ese matters? 
Candidly , I do not believe that Charles lwmil ton was ever guilty 

of bad to.ste in bis stories , but 11,' we condecn Dutton ' s deafness as 
being a breach of good taste we Dtust equally condemn the obesity of 
every fat boy in fiction. 'ilhich sur ely would be carrying things too 

far . 
On the othe r hand , it must be ad.mi tted that the chllracter work 

in connection with these ills mcl:es a big difference . And Dutton ' s 
deafness was never used as aeything but a subject for comedy. It had 

no othe r !'ll'pose . 
Some, then , say th at Dutton was a character in poor t aste . 

say he was unreal . So perhaps Groyfriars 110uld have been all the 

better Md he never been created . 
But would it? 

CO!ITROVERSI/,L ECEOES 

No. 72. NOT FLAWLESS, BUT -

ROBERT KELLY: I agree whol eheartedly with your recent comments in 

the Digest about substitute stories in the Gem from 1920 onw:i.rds. 

F.amilton was obvi ously on good term:, with : . M. Down, the editor of 

t he two companion papers. I feel that Hamilton by the 1920s was to 
some ext ent n victim of hi3 own success . lli th the competition of the 
Thomson papers becoming acute the A. P. seems to have shuttled him 

between one paper and anothe r to help save declining publicntions and 

get new weeklies like Modern Boy and Rnneer off to a good start . The 
result was that for some years both the Magnet nrxl Gem car rie d large 

numbers of sub sto ri es despite the good rel ations betwe en Hamilt on 

and Down. 
My guess is that some ti.I:le in 1926 the decision was mode (pertw.pe 

nt Hamilton ' s own insistence) thnt ra th er than have both papers carry -

ing large numbers of :rub s tories one e.'1ould revert to being a l'll'8 1Y 

Hamilton paper . As the Magnet was the more popular by 1926 it was 

the - obvious choice . How else can one explsin the sudden erxling of 

long runs of sub stories in mid- 1926. From this time onwards substi ­
tute stories were very much the exception in The Magnet . Admittedly 

the Gem had a run of Hamilton stories rourxl about 1926-192'7 but thi s 
is probably expl:rlned by th e gap be tween t he ending of t he Rookwood 
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s tori es in the Boys Friend and the beginning of the Rio Kid in the 
Pol'llar and Ken King in Modern Boy. 

Hamilton •s earlie r rel ~t ions lfi th Pent elow are a diff erent 
matter althou,lh this period saw the beginning of hi s diversification 
with Rook'.ood and Cedar Creek in tho Boys Frierxl, 

ii , 0 , G, LOFTS: I wns surprised to read in Roger ' s a rticle that 
"f.!r, Hamil ton hlld a bitter argument with the editor of the Gem in the 
late twenti es , " I hllve been in touch lfith Mr, DOlm for a number of 
years , He hE.s 3lways spoken highly of C, H,, and never , to nry 
lmowlc-dge, had any dispute with him. It is true that there were 
editors on e.:ich paper , e , g. Hedley O' Mant (Mo;inet ) and Art hur Aldcroft 
(Gem), but on hi s r are vi sit s to Fleetway, C. H. only ever saw the mru, 
at the top - c. M, Down. The explansti on I heard ,is t o why C, H, did 
not writ e so much for the Gem was that he was more enthusiastic about 
Jimmy Silve r than Tom Herry at that particular ti me, It seems that 
he used to send in about a dozen comple te Rookwood yarns , which was 
sanething which never h::lppened in coru,ection with Greyf ri ars or St , 
Jilli ' s , Dy 1928, perhaps the ~lodern Boy tale s were more at tractive 
t o him, but thi s papor was al so under th e control of C, M, Do,'Il, The 
Boy's Friend w::i.s in a different group, and cmne um.er R. T. Eves . 

PETER 1'.A!,Gm: I agree with you that Roger Jenkins had to scrape the 
bottOl!l to find flaws in the dimnond, but , as you so aptly add, that is 
sanething of a compliment to Charles Hamil ton, 

LAURlE SUTTO!l : Concerning Happy Family romes, I rm surprised thllt 
Roger Jenkins is so worried by thi s matter, H..'\S not he met with 
"nam~s for the job" in real life? I cnn offer Mr. Cotton, r.r.y tailor; 
C!!kebread, the baker; Carver, the Lewisham but cher; Tyler , the m:in 
who repcired rny roof; Glazier, the Crystal Pal ace goalkeeper , 

Why was ll' Arey n name t oo good to be tru e? It is quite a conrnon 
name mnong profe ssional and amateur footballers. I can I t see .'.'.my 

objection to Mr, Lambe, the vicar , or to Skinner , Gore , and Crooke -
all quite common names. 

I e.gree with you about Professor Balrnycrumpet, to which I would 
ndd the llelshan Stakes und the Swindl.em Handicap , I don I t share your 
irri tation at th e transllltion of foreign phrases, Council schoo l 
readers didn ' t learn l anguages , and the translations were un education , 
For millions, their only French les sons C31lle 1'rom Mossoo. 

ERIC FAYNE adds : Boys did not buy the Magnet in order to learn 
18l'lgUllges, Monsieur Charpentier'• repetition in English of everything _,.. ___ __ _ ,,,_,_,,,.,,,.,._,...,,, ____ ,,, _____ ,,_,,,,,,_,,,.,_,,,,,,H""'"""#"'"""""''"'"" 
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he sai ~- in French was usually unneces sary and unnatural . His meaning 
was obvi ous , in any case . 

* * * * * 
G;}IS OF HAMILTOIIIA (No. 5. Now Series ) 

Bucks i s a bea utiful county . There is scene ry i n the Chil t erns 
t ha t simply cannot be beaten anywhere . Any fellow who goes fo r a 
rembl e in the Chilterns wi ll get t he worth of his boot - leathe r. fut 
the Gr eyfriars walking party , much as t hey enj oyed glorious sce nery 
and heal t h- giving air , could not help f ee li ng tha t i t was rather a 
mis t ake to bring Methus el ah there . 

Methuse l ah wa.s ol d and seemed tired. He was qui te in diff erent 
to scenery , and grumbled audibly and ince ssan tly a t the Chilterns . 
Up every s t eep rise he made sounds of obvio us disa pproval . Sali sbury 
Plain , as Johnn,y Ml remarked , was the place for tlethuselah . Bob 
Cherry obse rv ed t hat when th ey started down they would see how 
Methuselah coul d go. But th ey were going up now, not down, and what 
they saw was chiefly how llethuselah couldn ' t and wouldn ' t go . Bob 
had to coax every yard out of him, and Methusel ah complained sterto r­
ously . The juniors s trolled on in a l ei s urely way, and Bob accompan­
ied them on th e trike, as if he were accomp'.lnying them on an American 
orchest ra. 

( I n next month ' s Collecto r s ' Diges t ther e will be a spec i al 
competit i on in connection with thi s ne.., se ri es of Gems of 
Hamil tonia . ) 

never r ece i ved star billi ng, in hi s quiet , straightforward way Allan 
Blair was one of the mainst ays of th e Blake t rad iti on. Al l honour 
to him! 

FOR SALE "B0Y8 WILL BE BOY8" mint 18/ -. SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARIES, 1958-

1963, 00 mint copies , 1/ - ea ch . 
WANTED: To compl ete Club Libr ary se ts S. O.Ls . 306, 381. Nelson Lees 
1923- 1933· Collect ors Diges ts 1-32, s.o.Ls. (st . Franks only) . 

NORMAN PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE STRE!lr, LIVERPOOL, 1• 

~: Last 3 issues of the Magnet 1940 . 
R. P. THOMAS, 841 BEAUMONT ROAD, BOURNVILLE, BIRMINGHAM 30. 
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COliWC'l'ED BY JACK WOOD 

see in the February C,D, that Bill Thurbon has inquired how 

Maxwell Scott named his most famous detect ive , Nelson Lee, It i s 

true , as he reminis us , that a Nelson Lee vas a very fomilinr ff8\U'e 
in tho vorld of 19th century jXUltcmime and theatre - as I also 

rooalled in a C. D. Annut.u art i cle some yea.rs ago. 
llovever, this was not the characte r from whom Scott got his llBl!le, 

A,, I revea l ed in a series of article s i n C, D, some yenrs ago basod on 

t he diaries of Maxwell Scott - diaries fron vhich hi s son kindly 

o~-tracted a grea t deal of information for us - Scott derived the nome 

from an entirely different source , 
For the benefi t of those who missed those articl es , I will repeat 

tho infoxmation , 'iii th the reminder thn t Maxwell Scott vas the pen 

name of Dr, John Staniforth , of Sheffield , and later of Eindervell , 

near llhitby 1 where he died in 1926, 
M:uwell Scott , his oon recoll ed, was a nMe derived from his 

wif e ' s msiden name, !laxvell , and the name of on old fri end, a cert:un 

llr , Scott. vho had recently died. llruo<ell Scott had a fancy that 

thi s p,rtic'.llar rhythm of syllables - a tvo-syll 3ble word followed by 

a monosyllable - was a "ca.scot" for him, and it i s noti ceable tha t be 

never dep,>rtat from it for his heroes - Nelson Lee, Martin Ihle and 

Ken,yon Ford , 
ni e name of NelsQn l oo vas invented on the spur of the manent , 

with out any notion of t:.o importance it was going to achiev e, Tho 

name vas a Jl11'0 acci dent , but a profitable one, and came from the 

112,'l)QS of a Mr, Nelson and a Mr, Lee vhich Maxwell Scot t happened to 
notice among vnrious letters and circulars vhich had boon sen t to him, 

Both were complete strongers to him, 
And that is how Nelson Lee was born, 
I was also glad t o r ood Ray Hopkins • account of Edwy Searle s 

Brooks • vi sit to the London Club, and his came nts on the devel opnents 

i n t he llelson Lee Library , I have also bad tho privilege la t er of 
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re ading Bill Lofts I record of the ll>!l.ey ques ti ons which E.S.B . 
answered at tha t mee ting . And very i nterest i ng they a ll were, too . 

I was inter ested t o read tha t E.S. B. apparen tly named St . Franlc3 
after his wif e , Franc es , because ; poss i bly by a strange coincidence , 
th e Franciscans who founded the monast ery which centuries l ater l ed 
to the famous Colle ge were , of cou:roe, t he Grey Fri ars - and I had 
al ways thought t h!lt Brooks , being asked by tho N. L.L . editor t o wri t a 
schoo l stories I ha d subtly founded well on th e llomil ton sch ool! 

Brooks i s also sli gh tly offsid e, I. think , i n linking th e many 
changes of editor I the national s lump and. heavy un emplo yment, and th e 
change i n t he se t-up of St . Fronks it self , for the dro p in circul a ti on 
in th e yeo:rs' af t er 1929. 4;reed , t he firs t; possibly th e seco nd, 
though I would doubt it except inasmuch as t he firs t had led te a 
drop in the quality of th e sto r i es ; but I cannot agree about the 
third at all . 

The increase in tho !llllllber of houses from two to five ( counting 
the non- re siden t School House) at St . Frank ' s too k place well before 
th o decline of fortune s in 1929- pl us . The new Large Seri es of the 
ll . L.L. C001e i nto being i n 1926, whil e th e re-orie nta ti on of St. 
Frank ' s took place in No, 537 Old Seri es , in conjun cti on with t he 
refonnsti on of llalph Leslie Fullw ood. 

However, I am glad to see th at E.S. B. was evidently es dissatis ­
fied with the sys t em of 11sub11 writ ers as Hamilton was , and that it 
was an editorial. decision over which they had no control . Pity -
but what a lot of dis cuss ion and a rgument the O. B. B;c . would have 
mis sod if it hadn ' t happened I 

Best of lu ck to Jim Cook :>.nd his family on t heir emigra tion to 
t he l and of Alec IA.mean and Toe, Brown. No doubt t hey will be in 
ear ly touc h with Jack Murtagh , to the ir mutual prof it and t he profit 
of the C. D. Looking forw ard to more l ett ers from St. Frank ' s , and 
I •m sure after hi s r ecent art i cl es that Jim will be gl ad to note th a t 
th o hidden ci ty of t ho Kalahari Desort has now bee n official ly 
l ocated , 

* 
* * * **t*. * * * *** * 

ARTICLE:! URGOOLY W.UITED FOR THE NELSON LEE COLUMN -----------------------------



A'l1'!0Sffill!E By R. J . GO.OOAVE 

The pouer of desc ri bing scenery and conveying atmosphere vas 
Wldoubtedly possessed by the Bronte si sters . The limit ed Yorkshire 
moorland society fonned the fowidat ion of Flnily Bronte ' s "Wutheri.ng 
He~h t s" and the novel s of her sis t er Charlot t e . 

The gi f t <>f conveyi ng an atmosphere is necessary to any wri te r , 
altholl8h , like all naturnl gifts , it varies to a great degree , 

I t is essentia l that the r eader absorbs the ·atmosphere creat ed 
by the author, as by tlw.t means he or she i s enabled to identify 
themselves as p:,rt of the pst te m. 

Few can read 11\lutheri ng Hei ghts " wit hout sharing the suffering 
of people call8ht o.nd ro cked in tonnents of l ove and jealousy , 

To come to our own authors - the a tl:lospheros created by the 
various authors of t he Sexton Blnke Library must vary considerobly, 
rith tho c,,ntral charact ers bei ng skillful l y blerrled i nto the sto r i es , 

It i s most remarkabl e th:l.t the atmospheres whi ch prevai l ed at 
Groyf riars , St , Jim ' s and Rookwood should be so unl ike each oth or , 
and yet be written by t he same autho r . I t would seem tll.'.lt Frank 
Richm-ds bad the power to alte r his entire personal i ty when wr1 ting 
for the differen t schools , 

\iith th o early detec tiv e Nel son Lee Libraries bei ng writ t en by 
more than one author , the effect vas the same as in t he Sexton Bloke 
Librories , llhen Brooks took over the enti re vriting of the St , 
Franks I stories the diff erent a tmospheres were r educe d to one, 

~ : Good l oose copies or bown volumes containing any of the 
foll owing: MAGNETS - 52, 131 t o 149 inclusive , 195, 205, 237, 238, 
239, 277, 313, 319, 353, 400, 417, 422, 435, 469, 706, 719, 751, 752, 
753, 762, 763, 009, Nost i ssue s between 821 am 890, 900, 921, 924, 
925, 936, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965, 967, 900; 996·, 
GlliS - Man,y issues between 400 anf 500, l!any issues be tween a:xl and 
879, Also Nos, 9251 935, 953, 9541 956, 975, 900, 984, 985, 989, 
990, 992, 993, 998, 1129, 1150, FOPULARS: 183, 190, 370, ;585, 396, 
452, 455, 466, 474, EARLY Pnll!Y FOPULARS: Nos• 12, 0 , 45, 47, 48. 

ERIC FAYNE, "EXCEl.9IOR HOOS&, • GROVE a:>AD, ~ - -~ , 

·-------------------------------~-----------------------· ---- ......... 
UH:lllTLY V.Ah'TED: GCJD No. 799, Can anyone help ? 

T<»! !3JE~, 11 TIMBEBTREE,,IIOAD, ~ ,,, .. mg,m~ .. ~,,----
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DANNY'S DIARY 

Hare~ 1914 
There has been a new paper out this mnth . It ls col.l ed th e Hal fpenny Wonder , 

and tt ts described. as a ser lo- cot:ilc. t he coolc characters are Ragged Reggte and 
vtctor , hts Valet; Kt cks:y and hts Cotllc r:ioke i 8ao:¢t' Sharp , th e shopwalker , and Billy 
Brigg s ' BaOO:lt.s. There Is a serial entitled •The &'nr-Ltghted Wtnoow,• and tM s Is 
ey EdI!llnd fclrdw:,eh , whO wrote the s t ory •Sprlnghe el J ack9 In the Jester Which QV Oran 
gave ce at Chrlstoe.s, · 

Doug and so:::ie ot ht s Cr tends went t.c the Pall adh m early tn the month to see 
5or:t,ardler Silly Wells tn a boxi ng bout with Be.ndscan Blake . It was supposed to be a 
20-round contest , but Wells won In the 4th round. He was given £1800 and won the 
titl e or HeaV)'Ti'6l&ht Cbar.l)lon or Brita in. 

t itio,red Dad 111 edvertlsecent about th e CUnard Uner Laconia which tot es people 

Four Pages of Screaming Comic P1ct1,res ! 

11111 COMPUTl PACH OF New and Specially Writte n S:ori, s: 
a IICOID IWElT (4 ! lnL acr oss any way) CIY£N AWAY with c1r·~r, Cl1r,y of 

No . I OF ' ' THE HALFPE NNY WOND ER ." 
...... ., " - c .... r H .. - . .. ,(,.,, • . o ,., ,.. BV J . EOMUN u FOno w YC H . 

Tl\• T>i!~• l ·Of ·l• .1· • i, a .. ' I , 0 .. 1·., ~ r ,r,· '" 

t · A Af• r -,.lf.ul\l o,.,,..,,,,. ·"'•> ·ll•a"'"· .. ~ .,,. •. 11., .. t ,,.n,, , f,. J 

............ NUNTID; or, KINC OF DETECTIVES, ' ,.,.,us IUNC Cf r.ROOKS ! '' 
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t'l"cc Ltvefl)ool t o Napl es tor £12 on o l uxury tr i p . I asked Dad 1t we cculd a ll go, 
and he nearlY had a rtt . Lat er on, lllhen I asked Da::1 tor o balrpenny to bu, the new 
Haltp enny Wonder, he satd , very loudlY! •Do you think Jlc a clll lonoln .Donny? • 

A· str4nge thing has happened tn the ceci thls month, There ha5 been o scrtes 
about the CAptolncy ot St. Jm's• Xlldare had to go home, so a new cnpta l n woa 
n~essary . In •nte New C&.pt~l n,• ttoatelth waa to be appointed , but Cutts SllW t o lt 
that the Head got to know &bout HonteJth•s Cll.l'q past . Then TCICD Nern took o hand, 
and rec we.s elected eepta ln, 

The second s tory WM •captain Tm Herry ,• and lt was a real wlMor. In tht s 
ts sue• a new cricket serial by A. s . Hardy started, cnlled ' Ploy ing the caae , • 

Then the odd thing happened. The third story ot the oonth was cal l ed •The 
Housecaster •s Per il ,' and this was noth i ng at a ll about the captaincy question , and 
ala;lst seeued by a dttt erent write r ent lreiy . 

With the rourth atory, we went back to the ca.ptaJncy sertes In a tt ne tale called 
•Under His Thum,• ln Mleh Cutts was mode captain ot St. J le t s. 1be series will go 
on Int o ne:r.t oonth, (fl(! I 11n enJoy lng It very wch. 

So tar, Bl ackbum ts on top ot the Football League, lll1d Preston North End ts at 
the bot t oci. We are gett i ng near the end or the seasoo , ond It wtll be Interesting to 
see what happen.., 

Doug took me to see the Boat Race on t1areh 28Ut. I was pl eas ed that Cact>rl<l.ge 
won, tort &ll a light-blu e support er , but It wasn't a Vf)'C"J good race , tor Cta)rtdge 1'M 
In the lead an the tlce and Oxford never looked li ke cotehlng up. 

Doug bought ce a copy ot •The Boyt s Journal. • This hos a new school serial bY 
JoM FtM eoore, who ts a raoms M"lter. The story Js enttt l ecl •The Outlaw ot the 
Shell ,• 

1 hOO one copy or ChJckles . I t contained a sto ry by fr:rie. Richards called 
1Conde::t1ed on Suspicion' Md It we., nll about HarTY Wharton & Co end the Clltt House 
gtr lS. The Ferrers Locke tal e was 'The Stolen Code Book.• 

There wcire riotous scenea nt CWgow when trrs . Pankh.lrst waa arrested lltlllc she 
was addressing o surtragette ceettng tn St. Andrew• s Hall. There Has a ti ght betneen 
th e wooen and fhe pol ice. n.ooer pot s and chairs 111ere tlu'own about , and one lady 
~nch(>d a poUcerian with th e deenntcr ot water troc the c:hatm..Yl• s t abl e . Poor Hrs. 
Pankhurst was drogged, halr-ratnttng , rra:a the hall. 

HuD says that ftOc>en ought to have the vot e , and Dad says they couldn't make a 
worse rt st or t.htngs than t.he men dO. He soys the onl.1 person who ner went to 
parllamrot with good Int ent tons w~ Cuy FMkes. 

The Hagnet has been patchy tht.s uooth. • Blundellts Prlt.e" wna chler]y about 
Blundel l Md Bland, Blundell won £1 in a coltl)ett tt on, and. he thought he hBd M>n £100, 
,o bought a cot.oz-b ike. Rather a wet rd art a lr. 

'Th e Ntsslng Chtnee" was rather good, about the kl<tnnpplng or Hop Ht, "Al oozot s 
Narvelloos Nlxture• was a bit f'UnlV tn parts. Alonzo dosed people , without their 
knowing tt , 1'lth sone cedl clne which gave them patns, •&a.sY Tero.s" was about Fisher 
r. rtsh '#ho started s ellln& goOds on tbe system or yoo buy now R pay ten t l oes as 
meh l ater on. It was passably gOOd, 

On th e whole, It haa not been a YtI'Y good conth In the Nagnet. There ls a new 
sertal, by Sidney Drew, In the ttagnet, celled ' The Blue orchid,' but l don't li ke 
S tdne, Drew Cl.lCh. 

Jessie brought me a eop7 or Puck one ciay. Val rox ts .nu 1 gotng strong . 
The tlnn. or HendeNOnts has also started a new comic this conth called •sparks , • 

It costs a haltpenn¥, ard ta gOOd ,a1ue ror ooney, providing you1 ve got the hal fpenny. 
It ha.a .six pages or t\rmy p icture s , thr ee aeria l s , n two ccq,le te atortes . t don •t 
~ ~w :h8! ~8!e ~ ~ !t• ..... .... _ ___ ____ .. _____ _ 
~: Nagnet s Nos. 829 , 87.3, 875, 882, 884, 888. s.o.L. No. 6o. 
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Meeting held 28th Jnnum:;y, 1964 

Eight members plus tuo new ' chums' assembl ed . in the first meeting 
of the Hew Year. We were al l so rry to hear of 1'orman Gregory ' s 
family bcreo.vcment , hi s wif e 's mother havi ng p.:i.3scd 3way . We were 
pleased to wolcome for the first tiiJe mid we ar e certain it will not 
be the last by Ul\Y means, 1",r. T. Ivan Webs t er and Ian Parrish , both 
keen 11:lgnet f am. Also Mr. Webster is nn admirer of the Helson Lee 
yarns . In the ubsenc o of Nonnen, Jack Bcll fie l d took th e chair . 
As tho meeting hud started fairly l=.te , a number of items prepared by 
Tom Porte r had to be deleted from the programme. To the deli ght of 
our two new members, th e fi rst itec was 0.'1 exhibit of Red Magnet -
No. 155 - "Spoof i ng Alonzo" - dote 28th J anuary , 1911. Mor e to the 
interest of Mr. Webster was a bound volume of Boys Friend Libraries , 
al l Brooksiana, Starting with No. 514 - Nipper at st . Frank s and on 
to No. 713 - The New Yo?i< Mystery. A game of Breaking the Cijile r 
was f ollo wed by Tom reading the Secretary ' s article in the l ast C.D. A. 
"Heart of Oak." This being more Hamiltonian , was more t o the liking 
of the majority . Another game of "Jumble d !lames" was the prelude to 
a qui z of 8 questions - Hamil tonia and Nel son Leo - won jointly by 
the Secretary and the Vice Chairman. A discussion in t roduced by Tom 
Porter was a good item of the prOf,'l'Blllllle and as the question he asked 
was "Does Bunter Spoil the ~lngnet " - it can be accepted that a deba t e 
followed and was much enjoyed by the two newcomers who, of course , 
join ed in . Greyfriars Bingo , now ge tting very poJ"lar, concluded 
the programme. Next meeting , February 25th , should be a tip top 

affair. HARRY BRO.STER Secre t ary. 

~ 
Meeting held on Satiu'deY , 8t h February , 1 %4 . 

Our Chairman, Geoffrey ~ilde 1 was back in bis usual place on the 
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rostnua to open our February ... eting before another excellent attend ­

ance . We were again fortunate in having on oxceptionally fine clear 

night , so that those of our manbors who come from outo i dc the Leeds 

area liad no fe:ir of trovelling conditions . 
Tho iainutes and .:,onthly report s having boen disposed of , Gerry 

Allison read us oxtroc ts from correspond ence received - an exception ­

ally varied and interesting lot this month, 
Jack \food followed with :ln int eresting accoun t by Bill Lofts of 

the meeting of tho London club attended by Edwy Searles Brooks . Tho 

questions pit to him, and the answers he gave , were followed with 

close att ention . 
"Twenty Questions " came next , a version of the pop.,.lar radio 

quiz ~ devised by Gerry Allinon , Seven items were pit to 

our tocm of experts , of a V!l.ried nature , ranging fro m ' Juicy • Lemon 

to Yvonne C<lrtior , They acquitt ed the111Selves well , guossing five of 

the seven wi th something in hand . The tvo thnt beat them wero I A 

l!odern bey ' and Squeak, of Pip, Squoak and Wilfred . This very 

knowled&OOble ponel of exports wss Jack Wood, Bill Willismson , llarry 

Bar low and Harry Lavender , 
Gerry also ouppl ied the next itom , 'A Knight ' s Tour on a Chose 

Board, ' 64 word squares hnving to be filled in , in correct sequence , 

to supply a Jl8DS"69 from a t~t story , Geoffrey Wilde won thi s , 

Bill llilliSJtSon being second , and Jack lliison third . After all 

this int elle ctual exe:-tion a break for refre sleents was welcome , 

Frank Hancock had a quiz of 20 questions af t er tho in t erval , 

which was won by Gerry Allison with 14 correct , Elsi e Taylo r and Ron 

Hodgson being next with 13 each , 
This week' s Hamilton charscter wss Arthur Edward Lovell , the 

choice of Frank Hancock, and the rending was from a Rookwood story 

describing Lovell 1s efforts as secretary of the Fourth Fom Cricket 

Club - an episode which brou,l!lt out all Lovell ' a quali tics of sel f -

confidence and obstinacy , and the weakness of his arithm etic ! Fnlnk 

havi ng a spot of chest trouble , Jack Wood very kindly deputi s ed and 

read it for him . This bro\18ht a varied and interesting meeting to a 

close . llext meeting , Saturday , March 14th , 
F , 11&';0'.lCK Hon, Sec . 

~ 

Despit e tho very hot weather there was a good attendance for the 

Febru'.lry meeti~ . 
-· Claj.nnan SydSm,Y;th .. W\I.!> tllJl pl~lljjJ,.IJI!; ~Cem,l!nt ,that the m.'!i: 
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i 2 sue of 11Golden Hours, 11 the club ' s magazine Will be available soon . 

Next it em was a repo rt gi ven by the Secretary and Victor Colby 
on the pl easan t day spent with Mr, and Mrs, Jim Cook when thei r ship 
call ed a t Sydney on Fob, 2nd· on route to New Zealand , Perfect · 
wea t her plus th e enthus i asm for the hobby, made a pleasing i ntrod uc­
tion to an enj oyable day , Jim ' s l ett er of t hanks was appr ec i a ted 
and we would lik e to thank them for tho pl eas ur e th e ir news of our 
friends in Engl and brought to ua , 

Vi cto ri an Coll ector, Tan Dobson of Melbourn e was able to ent er­
t ain Jim and Mrs . Cook at hi s home wher e se veral pl eas ing hours were 
spe nt browsing through Tan ' s oxt cnsi ve coll ection , 

Thonks t o th o Memeys id e folk for their gift of a s cenic 
calendar to convey th e ir gr ee ti ngs for th o New Year . Hanging in our 
clu b rocm thi s will be a remi nder of fri ends so fn r awey i n mil es ye t 
so cl ose to us hobby- wise . 

Of particular int erest t o t he Merseyside c lub will be th e news 
that th e tap e our chapo made some time "80 in rep l y t o th eir greeting 
i s now in th e possession of Mr , D, E, Hobbs of Seattl e , U,S, A, A 
most fri endl y l et ter from Hr, Hobbs bad been re cci ved by Victor Colby 
and thi s was read out by the secretary - l',r , Hobbs i s anxious t o 
bridge the distance by t ape or lett er and the club ' s newes t member, 
Don Harkn ess hopes to be abl e to corre spond with him s inc e t hey s!w.r e 
not only the comon i nt erest in tho O. B.B,C, but also in phot ogra pri ng 
t he coll ections fo r distributio n amongst t ho coll ector s who are unable 
t o at t end tho meeti ngs , 

Syd Smyth was able to give fel l ow members a detailed r eport of 
Edwy Searl es Brooks vi s it t o the London Club ' s 0 , B, B, C, t hanks to 
Bill Lofts - this was gr ea tl y enjoyed part icul a rly by th e Lee 
enthusi asts . 

J ack Hughes send s the good news that ho will be heading south 
from Queensland early next month so cl ub menbers will hnve the 
pl eas ure of his company on Honday nigh t , •larch 9t h , when o s peci a l 
meeting will be held to coi ncide with J ack ' s visit i o Sydney . 

In the absence of the t reas urer , Ernes t C.:irter, now on hol id ay , 
the f i nanc i al statement was gi ven by th o se cre ta ry. Then members 
retired t o the nearl>y coff ee shop to cool off a fter a stimulating 

meeting . B. PATE Hon, Sec, 

~ 
The sixteent h A=al General Meeting took place on Sunday, 

F<i.llJ;3!fl~ j;)l,_~ HllDe,Hou~e~. East Dulwich, ... _. The Presidtnt of, th •~··~ 
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club , John Wernhem wns present with some of his Hamiltoninn museum 
exhibi is-. · There was an excell ent a tten::lance, this augered well for 
ballot for the post of chainnan for 1964, Candidates were Len 
Paclonan , Brinn Doyle and Bill Lofts , In th e subse quent election 
they finis. 'ied in that order , thus Len Packman is the chainnan for 
1964, All the rest of the officers were re- el ecte d en bloc , Votes 
of thanks to the reti ri ng chairman , Bob Blythe , were given and a ll 
t he other off i cials were thanked for their sterling work during 1963 , 

Don Webster J'.'lt Bri an Doyle thro ugh hi s solo quiz , subjects 
"The Captain" and "Chums." Result very good, over two thirds of th e 
questions ri ght , 

Laurie Sutton ' s 11Members Mo.mes" quiz was gr eatly enjoyed a.Ill w3S 

won by Bill Loft s , Second place occupied by Don Webster nnd the 
third jointly by Winifred Morse and Brian Doyle, 

Bill Lofts then g:,ve a talk on the "First Numbers" and illus ­
trated the talk with some of hi s specimens, "Magnet, 11 "Gem, " Grey­
friars Herald " e.nd the like , Bill wi ll gi ve another of these talks 
o.t a future meeting and bring some more first numbers along. 

The Sexton Blake Circle will be meetine for the first t allc, re 
t.oe Sexto n Bl ake c~talogue it was announced, 

Hosts Len and Josie Packman provided an excellent study f eed and 
both librarians did very good businesa . 

The next meeti ng will be held at the re sidence of Bri:in Doyl e , 
14A, Clarendon Drive , Putney , London, S.W.15. Phone FIJTney 1086 , 
The date Sunday, March 15th . Kindly inform if inteming to be 
presen t, UNCLE BmJAl·illl 

MERSEYSIDE 

Meeting held Sunday , Februa ry 9th : 
It is pl easant to know that you have friends who remember you 

and we have constant reminders of this by th e correspondence we 
rec ei ve. 

January was no exception fo r in our moil bag were l et t ers from 

Don \lobst er , David Hobbs (U. S.A.) , Bett e Pate (Australia) and Harry 
Brostcr , 

Harry a l so sen t us a copy of the Midland report which Jil(lde 
in teresting r eading , 'tlhat a pity th at they cannot at t end our 
meetings but i t i s comforting to know that they are at least with us 
i n spirit, We nlso rece iv ed a letter from Mr, 11, Li s t er of Blackpoo l 
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who says t ha t he is a member of t he Lorxlon Cl ub . I appreciate, of 
course, that Blackpoo l, being ab out 50 mil es fro m Liverpool i t would 
not be possib l e for him to at t end our meeti ngs re gular ly , liut never­
th el ess he would be very we l come if he coul d pay us a visit on 
occasions . Bette Pa te in her l ett er spoke of colleagues in Adelaide 
:url Perth , many hundreds of mil es from Sydney , and it made me feel 
that our i deas of distance arc r athe r i nsignificant by comparison . 

We had a discussion about 30mc books which were off er ed for sa l e , 
but it was decided not t o t ake any act ion . 

We hnve recei vcd anoth er dro.wing froc Alf Hon.son. This one, 
"Winte r nt St . Jim' s ," i s a.bout the bes t . 

Norman Pragn oll gc,ve a quiz on T. V. and School persona li t i es 
which was won by Bert l!amblet t with John Farrell sec orxl. · 

My contributi on was a quiz on the news of th e inst week, and 
schoo l charac t er s , Jack Morga.'\ t aking 1st place followed by Pat Laff ey . 
P:,t was c.lso the l ucky man in this month I s ba ll ot which gnve him the 
honour of preparing next mont h I s quiz . 

llext mee ting Sunday, !larch 8th . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
!IEW TELEVISIO!i PLAY FOOM MAURICE Mcl.OUGHLIN 

Mauric e McLou8hlin has bee n a keen and loy al suppo rt er of 
Colle ctors ' Diges t for mo.n,y years . He is bes t known to renders o.s 
t he wri t er of th e Bill y Bunter pl ays , the most recent being "Billy 
Bunter Meets Magic , " but he i s also dese rv edly f amous in ot her . 
branches of play -wri ti ng. Far from the worl d of Greyfri ars was "A 
Lett er to tho General " which was produced e t t ho Edinburgh Fes tiv a l , 
and w"3 also 11idely acclo.imcd as one of th e best TV dramas of all 
t ine when it was tel evised nbout n year ago . 

Mr. McLaughlin ' s l ates t pl ay "SHAIX)W IN T!lE SUN" i s to be 
televised on the Ind ependent cb= el on Monday , M.lrch 16th , from 9. 10 
til 10.30 . Set in South Afri ca , it is a story of a gi rl s ' scho ol , 
with Anna Neagle , as the Headmistress , heading a di s tingui shed cast. 

It promises to be even more ent er ta ining than "Lot t er to the 
General , " and t ha t i s in deed say i ng somethi ng. We advise our r eaders 
t o make an appointment with t heir TV se t s fo r March 16th , at 9 . 10. 

* ****** *** * 
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THEY WROTE THE VERY FIRST GOO 

By ii . O. G. I.OFTS 

One of the very few number one issu es that I do not possess is 
the first ~ GU>l. Such is tbe very high valu e pl.need on the stories 
writt en by '11:lrtin Clifford ' (Cm rles Hamilton) that number 3, tho 
opening St . Jim ' s story entitled ' Tom Herry 1s School days , 1 i s fa,: 
more vll.lu..!\bl o even t :1ough i t i o not the very first issue of the p:!per. 

Most readers know t hat when tho Gr)! oommenced i n 1907, under the 
editorship of Perc y Griffith , the intention wss to have adventure 
tales by vnr:i.ous authors , mingled with th o school stories of St . 
Jim's . But aft er llo. 10 of the papor, it was decided to have 
rogular weekly blos of Tom tierry & Co. Such wtlS the poi;ulnri ty of 
1l!artin Clifford .' 

No. 1 -~ Glll, an adventure s tory , was entitl ed ' Scutt l ed ' rurl 
was writt en by a. myst erious 'Levis Bird , ' n now name in boys f i ct ion. 
Ibey time s I Jnvo !'lZZled over tho true ident i ty of t his nuthor - o.nd 
wild theori es in my mind of Lewis Higgins ono time editor of CHUCKLES 
and on the Comp!lllion papors ' s t aff - and Lewis Carlton - Bloke au tho r 
and edito r of t he UNION JACK, were in th e mcin highly unsatisfactory 
without a:rry proof whatsoeve r , A recent tallc with Mr. c. M. Down who 
was on t ho staff of t he paper a s a junior sul>-edi to r failed to provi de 
concrete infonnation , except that the first stori es could have been 
penned by Chnrl os 11.'lmil ton , who wrot e a consid er abl e omount of 
adventure tale s in tha t poriod under numerou s nom-de-plumes . 

' Lowis Bird I w:,s in fact a pen- name for c,x;rL HAYTER, who needs 
no intro duction to Sexton Blake read ers for his wonderfu l cha :rocters 
Losely om Lobani,u, a nd the very f i rst time to my knolfl edge that he 
ever used a nom-de-plume for writing stori es . Hayt er of course o.lso 
wrote GOO No. 4. 'A secret ~est ' and !lo. 10. ' Treasure Trove . • 

No. 2 of the 1d Glll anti tlod •on the Tro.11 of the Grizzly' 
wr:i. t ten by yat ruiothe r nev nnme in boys I stories 'NAT BARR' was 
nnother pcn-nome of a f81Dous writ er - none other th.s.n N08!-li111 GOUJlARD, 
better knoim to most as ' Kalie Do.rran I crontor of Spea ri ng of Scot l and 
Yard . Goddard was. ki ll ed in the first world war . 

no. 6. "A Briti shers Pluck" written by 'Bri an Kingston 1 was the 
pcn-nnme of Percy ilil li e.m Longhurst , not a Blake author to my 
knowl ed8"• His f avourite theme was boxing and he wrote under this 
nnme a groat deal for ' CHEER BOYS CHEER' and 'MARVEL' (second serie&) 
as well as in the ' llOYS FRIEliD LIBRARY,' __ ... _ . ..,.,,,_ ,,,,_,,"',,,,,.,,,,,,,_,__,_,m, __ HHl'Nm1- NHll- --" "m""'"''"'""-''""''H'I"'"'"''-- '"' 
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Jfo. 8 t he remaining adventure story ' Tho Night Ridar ·• writ t en by 

a myst eriou s MARK GLOVER, as yet I have been Uil!lble to t ra~e; but I 
am practically certain to glean this infonnation in due course , when 
I will publish my findings in the c .D. 

In nll probab il ity the majority of re aders couldn 't really care 
l es s who wrote the very first storie s in th e~ GD!, lllld I couldn ' t 
agre e more tha t they were run-<>f- the-mill type of ya rns in those ea rly 
days , though they may have pleased m.'.lny young read ers, 

All the some, th e GEM will go down in history as one of tho 
finest papers for boys , due of course to the work of t he l a t e Charl es 
Hamil ton , !lnd it is nice to know the o.ctUlll. n.'.lmea of th e writ ers who 
l aunched the Gll1 way back i n 1907. 

I felt quite fl a tt ered , 11hon r ecent l y di scl osing the very first 
writer of the NELSON LEE LI BRARY, at the int er est shown by collectors . 
In some ways th e GEM had th e same begi nni ng , though the authors were 
named in this inst ance . I may have given myself a free advertisement 
in sta ting thnt I do not have the very fir s t ~ G:;J.!, but as nlre ady 
sta t ed , a lth ough it ... ay not havo a grea t deal of int erest to the 
majority of coll ectors, a t l eas t to myself who collects t hes e number 
one is sues , •scuttl ed' by 'Lewis Bird I h::i.s a more then usual interest ! 

OFFERED 

10/ - each for Rookwood Schoolboy Own.s 170 , 174, 182, 198, 202, 206, 
220, 284, 308, 341. 6/6d . for St . Frank ' s 285, 288, 300, 303 , 306, 
309, 312, 318, 336, 345, 366, 369, 372, 375 , 405, 408. Few Lees , 
Gems, School boys Owns in c . !lo. 3 for exchange . 

THOMPSON, 531 WALLASEY PARK, BELFAST 14. 

BOOKBINDING 

ALL TYPES OF BINDIIIGS UNDERTAK!?: : BOOKS REBOUND OR REPAIRED: 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

L. WARD, 3 HEATHERDmE CLOSE, MITCHAM, ~· Tel : MIT. 3837 

~: 4 Nelson Leos, 2 s . O.L' • •, 3 Tom Merry books 16/ - tho lot . 
For snle and wanted: books by V. Gunn and Berk eley Grey . 

65, BffiT'rlAM ST. , BEIFAST. 
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J . '!',1ELLS (~by) : Alt hough Brian Doyle states twice i n his 
article thn t A. B. Payne dre w every one of the Pip , Squeak, and 
Wilfred cartoons , he is i n error. "Poth" drew these st rips on 
m.werous occnsions . 

HARRY BROSTE!! (Kinver ) : It is obvious that th e main onthusiv.sm of 
Diges t r eaders i s for Hamil ton, Brooks , o.nd the "proper " Blake , but 
variety i s wel come, and you cate r for i t . I think that C. D. 
proporti ons the main "wants" very fairly . I f othe rs want more , l et 
t hem writ e and submit th o mat erial . 

ALEX PARSONS (Tranmere): I like Mr . Webb' s covor worlc on C.D., 
and think it an e,:cellen t job with plenty of :>tmosi;ru,re, I sec 
fourice Kutner of Cl apt on is a l so a Warwick Reynol ds o.dmiror , 
Congratulations to l·1auric c on his fine to.ate. 

E. H. LAMBERT (Chcssington) : The praises due to the C, D. Annual 
:ire logio n. I t ge ts bettor evorJ yea r , Most li t erary plblicnt i ons 
seem t o diminish in both quantity and quality o.nd liko mney 
camnodi ti cs these dr!.ys ·..re contiwnlly get l ess vo.l ue for our money. 
Not so with th e Annu.:il, I am glad t o see that Sludo has become a 
regular f eature . I should l ik e to see more of the Slade st ori es in 
th e monthly Digest , 

(A new Slade story: MR, llUDDLE LAUGHS LAST is due next month , - ED,) 

JOHii STEELE (lli geri a ) : Jxiy chance of an art icle on th e D, C, Than.son 
pepers - Wizard, Skippe r , Hotsplr (old type)? I an sur o oth er 
readers would also find this in t eres t ing . The la t es t ,\nnual i s 
eas il y one of the best yet , 

CHiiRLIB DAY (Keighley): I was deli gh t ed wit h th e .Annual, th e first 
one I have had, What a wealth of i nfonna ti on and ple asure it 
contains ! I was especi all y i nt eres t ed in th e Catalogu e of Comic 
Pnpers . Ref erence to it gives one an immense advantage over .frien:is 
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who ~re int er ested but not so wel l informed . 

JACK OVERHILL ( C!llllbr id ge) : Of course , you nrc right when ycu say 
A VERY GALLANT GffiTLllWl was cut of pl ace in the MJ.GNE!', In one 
simpl e sent ence you say it all , It wasn ' t the darlc shadow of one 
s t ory , it was tho dark shado w t hat story cast over th e ot hers , I 
used to read t he DWiOllD LIBR,\RY when I was a boy ; I liked very much 
the schoo l t ales abo ut Tufty ond Co, , and Kettle nnd Co,; but writers 
in t he D. L. used to drag in death - I om sure to the undoing of the 
D. L. I ranembcr one s tory opening about a school with a s ini ste r 
name t ha t said ' One boy , . so bri ght and bonny , bn.d gone t o that school 
and had come out in a wooden box.' I was fill ed with horror, ju.st 
didn • t want to rend on . As you mentioned Pent clo w-I looked down the 
li st and couldn ' t fi nd n s i n;;l e story of hi s th:it I coul d r emember : 
SlllllWllys - quite a lot . 

JOHli UP!'ON (Southend) : In the .lnnual , those beautiful evocative 
pictures by Alfred Hnnson nre turned to again :>nd again , And what 
an exhaus tiv e list of the children ' s comics , packed with infonn:,.tion , 
These are th e highlight s of what i s an am.zing book to me, with i t s 
l ovely headings nnd illustrations of the ol d papers , 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I • 

I II I I OUR FAMOUS 

CONTRIBUTOR, 

ROGER JEtlKillb , 

phot ographed 

at our 

London Club ' s 

meeting at 

Maidstone 

a few 

months ago . 

* *** * 
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"BUl!TER, THE STOWAWAY" Frank Richar:!s 
(Cassells , 11/ 6) 

It was stated r ecently at a meetin,; of the London Club that 
this latest Bunter story was writt en up from a genuine TV script . 
There is little doubt that the story is li nked with th e last of the 
t elevision series , though whether the story is an extension of the 
sc ripts or the scripts were epi sodes taken from the story is some­
thin,; which matters li ttlc , 

"Bunter the Stowaway" should appeal to youngsters , and that , 
afte r all , is its object , Action is fast , though in the ear li er 
chapter there is a littl e too much of the author p.1tt ing v=i.ous 
people ' s thoughts into words , The sto ry opens at Greyfriars wher e 
the Famous Fiv e and Lord Mauleverer arc planning a trip to Hong Kong, 
accompanied by Mr, Que lch , on Sir Reginald Brooke 1 s yacht , Even­
tually Bi lly Bunter accompanies them, sta rt ing the voyage as a 
stowaway. 

Thero aN adventures in Kent, followed by adventures in ?lice , 
Malta , Egypt , India , and Hong Kong, Events are rathe r too obviously 
contriv ed. In t1ice, Bunter is instrumental in the recovery of a 
necklace which - wonde r of wonders - proves to ho.ve boe:n stol€'n from 
Miss Beryl Brooke, Maul overer 's cousin . 

Most adults will find the story r athe r :in indige st ibl e mixture , 
and may be relieved to turn to the old China series fo r a picke -<De-up , 
Thero is pl enty of humour which is r ath er laboured , Subt l ety is 
conspicuously absent , except , poss i bl y, for the cement of Bunte r in 
Cairo: "There ts one special place in Cairo I want to see . My 
cousin , Ge:orge1 was here in the war, and said it shouldn ' t be ciseod . 
I t' s Groppi's , s ir . My cousin said it was the best cafc in CD.ire. 
All the troops loved it ," 

Geographical de tails are convinc i ng, and th e writ er would seem 
to have more than a nodding acquaintance Iii th the plnccs of which he 
writes . There is nothing to cause offence to any rabi d Greyfriars 
fan , ond Mr, Prout •s referenc es to his days in t he Rockies will ca:rry 
some of us a l ong, long way back in manory. 

* *** * *** * *** * *** * 



TELEVISION? IT ' S JUST ANOTHER SUBSTI TUTE,, , 

Says Brian Doyl e 

Now that the halcyon duys of the fine old boys I papers have long-­
since disa ppeared , peopl e must sometimes ask thOOJselves: what has 
taken th eir pl ace in the hearts of prese nt -day young reade r s? 

As the vast majority of modern p.ibli cations for boys (and girls) 
are i n the form of p.1eril o picture - s trips, readers are not given th e 
opportunity of being able to roally ' lose themselves ' in the adven­
tures th ey ar e follo wing , Publish ers of those juvenile papers are 
dangerously encouraefng I picture - book ' stand!U'ds up t o th e age of 15 
or 16, i nst~ad of persu ading th ei r readers to actually read . I do 
not, of course , refe r to the children's comic- papers , which are o. 
class apart, but to t he "Now HotsJ:RJ.rs, 11 "Vali ants , 11 "Boy- Fri ends" and 
so on, of th.is world. 

The aver age 4- page picture - strip story cen be assimila t ed in 
about 4 minut es and doesn ' t , one imagines , li nger for much longe r in 
the imagiruiti on. A compl ete modern boys ' p::i.por can be 'read ' cove r-
to-cover in l ess t han 15 minutes . And that is hardly val ue for money, 
l et alone food fo r the young, ima,,..;.nativ e mind, 

How di fferent it wllS when t he lu clde r beys of years ago could 
l ook forw::ird to such inpers as the 111'iagnet, 11 11Gcm, " "Boys' Friend," 
ttUnion Jack," "Nel son Lee, '1 "Chums, 11 11Captai n," 11BOP11 and so on. A 
copy of any one of those papers would take hours to rea d. And what 
exce ll ent , stirring reading it wasl •Jany stories would remain in 
th e memory for a li f c~ time; most would be r oc3l l ed a ff ec tionat ely for 
:non ths afterwords . 

And what an incredibly wide r ange t he stories covered in tho se 
days too . Tale s of sc hool, sport , mystery , detection , adventure , 
pirat es , expl orers , humour, scienc e- fiction , and many more varietie s 
spring to mind , On glancing through a fe w presen t-d ay boys ' papers, 
one not i ces that almost every story is concerned with the last world 
war, with an occasional Western, sporting or myst ery yarn thrown i n 
now and again , As for school stories , they see m to be a lost art , 
as rare as a sovere i gn in a bus conductor 's bag . 

But al l this is no doubt labouring a point I probably don ' t hav e 
t o make anyway to readers of the nc.n.11 

The poi nt I really want t o rai se i s this : What !!M take n the 
place of those wonderful ol d story - papers and their action - packed 



serials vi th every episode ending on a not e of higb suspense? 

My own answer (and possib ly an obvious one) is si.mply -
television , 

In the place of the adventures of Sexton Bl ake , Nelson Lee and 

FeITers Locke in printed form, modem young11ters (and their fathers) 

tum on the exploits of Perry Mason, George Dixon, Laurence Preston 

and police-car 1Z-Victol'-One I on their home screens , 
ln.ot ead of waiting impatiently for tho weekly arrival of the 

"Onion Jack , " 'Chuma" or "Nnenet," the lads of todey nwsit equally 

i.mpatiently the start ing-ti.me of their favourite TV serios , whether 

it be "Z-Cnrs , " "Robin Hood," "The Dofeooers ," "Dixon of Dock Green" 
or 11Taxl.l " 

Addicts of pr,r-var humorous yarns now h.ovo their chuckling 

counterparts in telly - fans of such ehows as "Here ' s Harry , " "Sykes , " 

"Hancock11 or "The Chor lie Drake Show. tt 
Instead of "House of Thrills , 11 they have "Our House, 1

' for 

"Street of Mystery" the substitute is "Coronation Stre et , " for 

"SJ>Llce Voyage to the Stars" it ' s "Thank Your Lucky stars," for the 

"Rio Kid, 11 i t •s "L"1"811lie, " They thrill not to cliff-hangers , but 

to Cliff Richard; instead of the "Nnenet , 11 they hsve "Dragnet , 11 and 

in place of the "GIID" they have "The Seven Faces of Jim, " 

'!'be unfortwlate school -owry enthusiast has no TV substitute , 

sad to sey , The inferior Billy Bunter TV series (with the 
exception of the t alen ted Gerald Campion) was disa ppoi nting run has , 

in any =• , finiehed its ND , An outstanding TV se ri al was "The 

FU'th Fom a t St . Doori.nic' s , " but where are its successors? And 

Kr, Jimmy F.dward.s' "libacko !" series, though set in a J>Jblic school , 

should really be classified under •comedy, • perhape , .. I 
I feel more th:m a little like Mr, Prout for saying it, but all 

this surely goes towards breeding a new generation which will tend 

tovards laziness , It ' s all done for the IIIOdern youth ; he doesn ' t 

have to take the trouble to read Jllll8llZineS or books; he jus t has to 

sit down and pi ck his way through a picture strip (appallingly 

drawn, as likely as not ) , or loll in front of the fli ckering TV 

screen , 
The renl disadvantage about the process of television series , 

replacing boys ' papers , of cours e , is thst you can ' t collect them, 

And yet , pemape it ' s not beyond the bourds of possibility that , 

sey around the year 2000, we migbt be seeing ads , in the "New C, D, " , 

off ering ( to all those fortunate readers who possess the necessary 

-·--·-------·--~·----
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film projector): 

"For Sal e: Complete run of "Perry Mason" series , mint 
condition . Also Episodes 1- 10 of "Z-Cars " ; the rnre ll'o. 1 of 
"Robin Hood"; and _sever ;u _odd .nos , .of '!Billy Bum;er ," "Sir Francis 
Drake," "Ivanhoe,~ etc, What offers? 11 

You never know, do you? 
But , · personally spe·eJdng, give me a stack of old boys ' papers 

anytime. 
After al l, you can ' t curl up in front of a roaring fire on a 

cold wint er' s evening , with a can of film negativ e , can you ••• • , 1 

rnE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK RICHARDS 

(Memorial &Ii tion) 25/-

Available fran all booksell ers, or direct , to any address i n the 
world, from Coll ectors ' Digest Office, 

NEXT MONTH 

BUMPER mLARGED SPRING NUMBER of COLLECTORS I DIGEST, 

containing all our usual pop.llar features PLUS: 

"MR. BUDDLE LAUGHS LAST" A New St ory of Slade 
featuring Mr, Buddle and Meredith . 

An arti cl e reviewing and discuss i ng the pre sent series of 
SIX GIIMS OF IWUL1'0NIA, with a special competition with a 
money prize and special book prizes for runners - up , 

Make sure that you don' t miss this ~PBCIAL issue , 

* * * * * * ·• * * 
* •*•*• * * * 
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