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THE WIKD AND THE SUN:

Tastes differ. We don't all like the some thing. And, having
got that brilliant piece of eriginality out of my system, I would add
-- & good job, toos If we all thought alike it would be a dull
hobbye

We get thousands of letters at the Digest office every years
Kany of them are delightful. A lot of them make me purr. Some of
them make me smiles A few I put on one side to read after a good
breakfast has soothed me. Every day there is a mixed bage

Some of our readers think there has been too rmuch controversy of
lete. DBrickbats have been flying. One or two readers think that
disagreeable letters should either be cast out, or toned down before
publication, Ina happy family like ours, everything should be nice
and cosy.

But little rows occur even in happy families, And when the
1ittle rows are over, there is no lasting ill-feeling. It's all
transient.

I don't like disagreeable letters. When bottles are thrown, the
editor, like the poor old ref in a soccer match, often gets one in the
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necks Does it really matter? A disagreecable letter seldom achieves
its purpose. You remember the old fable, or course.

The Wind and the Sun cach tried to make a man remove his coate
The wind blew o terrific, icy blast, bitter and intense. But the man
wrapped his coat still more tightly round himself. Then the sun shone,
warmly and persuasively, and the man soon took off his coat.

Which means, perhaps, that it is more effective to feel sympathy
with a men who is misguided enough to hold an cpinion different from
our own, rather than to be angry with him.

To tone down readers' comments = to publish only the nice remarks
— would be to emasculate the Digest. We don't want that. Even the
nicest people in the world like to blow off steam now and then. It
would be a shame to stop them.

Ko doubt we should all do well to remember that tact is the unsaid
part of what we think., Even so, there is the risk that the writer of
a letter or an article who tries very hard to pleanse everyone and offend
none could finish up by being very dull indeeds

And - let's whisper it — don't you think that the good old Digest
has been livelier of late than in all the eighteen years of its exis-
tence? TIt's ovon a bit of fun to don onme's halo and murmur: "Tutl Tutl"

THE ANNUAL:

Preparations are now well in hand for our giant Year Book -
Collectors' Digest Anmuals The order form for same comes to you with
this issue of C.Ds If you can order early, please dos We cannot
print many extra copies fo cater for latecomers, and we should hate
for anyone to be disappointed.

There is room on the order form for on advertisement in the Annual,
should you feel so inclined. Production costs are very heavy, and if
we can get plenty of advertisements, each one will ease the burden on
your anxious editor, and, we hope, serve you well at the same times

Next month we shall let you into some of the secrets of this
year's Annual.

THIS MONTH'S COVER:

Recently my good friend Bill Lofts spent an hour or two with me
in my den. He happened to comment that Magnet No. 1 is the most famous
and the best-known cover in the world, but it struck him that very few
people knew what the cover of Magnet No. 2 was like. I fully agreed
with him, and so this month's cover of the Digest is graced by a repro-
duction of the cover of Magnet No. 2, from way back in 1908, Bob
Cherry arrived in that story, and the boys in the picture are Harry
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Wharton and Bob. The artist was probably Hutton Mitchell, though the
close-up effect and the firm lines are reminiscent of that fine artist,
J. Abney Cummings.

GAME TO THE LASTI
~ Backs to the Walll Splendid in Defeat! Fighting to the
Finish! Down But Not Out! Great Too Late! Came To The Last!

Ho, dear friends, that is not a list of Magnet, Nelson Lee, or
Gem titless It is a collection of the type of press heading which we
are accustomed to see describing England's test match performances.
To be Game to the Last undoubtedly shows an excellent quality. But
what a pleasant change it would be to see "England Smashing her way to
Victory" instead of "Gallant England, Game to the Last,"

This year's Tests have been disappointing, but they have had
their moments, and, for the cricket enthusiast, cricket being the
magic game it is, those moments have made it worth while. We have
seen inexplicable tactics on both sides. We have seen what seemed to
be perfect pitches on which the batsmen appeared unable to score, and
the bowlers unable to claim wickets. We have undergone hours of
excruciating boredom which would have murdered any geme but cricket.
Yet we have hnd moments of tense drama, moments of thrilling excitement.

ind we forget the frustration and remember only the wonderful
moments. Becouse we love cricket.

Haybe one has to be a little odd to love cricket. But probably
one has to be a little odd to love old boys' bookss So here's to the
odds!

THE EDITOR

CUAUGE OF ADDRESS:  RAY BENNETT'S new address is

36, Barrington Rd, Olton, Solihull, Warwickshire.
(from 19th Sept., 1964).

WANTED TO BUY: Buffalo Bill 4d libs; Boys' Friend libs; and Union

Jackse

R. W. STORY, 34, ABERUERN CRESCENT, ERAMALEL, via Brampton, OTI‘BLRIAN 0,
: CANADA,

SALE or EXCHANGE: Holiday Anmuals 1920, 22, 36, 38, Exchange for
5.0.L's, Nelson Lees, Magnets. :
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DANNY’S DIARY

B% 1914
War 15 an gwful nuisance, All the boys! weeklles are packed with war stories
and pietures, It fairly gives me the pip.

In the Marvel, Jack, Bam, & Pete have gone to war, and so has Tom Sayers, Only the
Nelson Lee serial, "The Black House," seems to keep sane, In the Boys' Friend there is
another new war serial by John Tregellis called "The Malled Fist.® There is a new
Captain Handyman series in the B,F., all about the war,

The Magnet has a new war story called "A World at Stake® by W, Home=Gall, and this
even starts at the beginning of the book now, where Greyfriars used to bes

It!s war, war, war, Everything's full of It, and editors seem as pleased as Punche
The editor of the Magnet says he is jolning up, and he hopes we will go on supporting the
Hagnet while he s away.

Worst of all, the papers are smaller, The Cen and Hagnet are now 28 pages instead
of 32, It's a swindle, 1 shall be glad when this rotten war is wound up, so that we
can get value for money agains

The Cem hasn't been very great this month, The first story was "The Housemaster!s
Bodyguard,® a kind of a thriller, A man called Munro, an enemy of Mr. Railton, came on
the scene agaln. He was in a story some time agoe

#Levison!s Last Chznce" was about Levison wenting to play cricket for St, Jim's
against Greyfriars, in order to please his uncle, a Mre Bulkeleys This was & fairly
good tale, and 1t looked back a bit, as Harry Wharton & Co remembered that Levison had
once been expelled from Creyfriars, Doug says he remerbers that happening in the Magnet
a long time ago,

In "The Fighting Prefect,® an old boy named Stoker cores back to cane Mr, Rateliff,
but Darrell, whom Mr, Ratcliff has prosecuted something awful, helps the New House master,
Best of the month was "The Secret Committee® in which Tom Merry & Co found them—
selves prosecuted by Mr, Linton (who was acting Head while Mr, Rallton was away and Dr.
Holmes was 111) and by some of the bullying prefects whom Mr, Linton tavoured, BSo Tom
Heﬂ‘?& Co got up a secret society and scon got their rights and their own back on the

prefects,

A very unusual thing has happened, Paper money has been 1ssued to replace
soverelgns and half-sovereigns, The pound notes are called "Bradburies® because a Mre
Bradbury has signed thems The pounds are green and the ten—-shilling notes red,

Miss Bonestoril came to tea one aftermoon. She 1s Doug's girl, Freda, and she 13
awful, Over tea she was saying that hefather was disgusted with the government for
introducing paper money, Bhe said 1t was Insanitary, meaning the paper money, not the
government, Mum said she didn't bother so much about that part of it, but she was afrald
the 1ittle bits of paper might blow aways

8o I saldi "Why is it insanitary, Freda?

Freda sald: "You silly 1little boy, It's insanitary because dirty people will
handle ity and then it will be passed on Lo uS."

1 was thinking 1t over, and Freda said: "In a few months this country will be a hot
bed of disease."

. Mum sald: "But all money mist get a bit infectious, Freda, yet we can't do without
it

Freda was quite cross, Bhe sald: "Not at all, Mrs, Penlerick, With gold or colins
of any type, you can wash them in carbolic, but you ecan't wash paper-notes in carbolic.”

8o I sald: "Do you wash all your sovereigns in carbolic, Freda?®
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Freda was very engry. 8he sald most boys were disgusting, but I was the most dis-
gusting she had ever met, Then Doug got angry and said that he regarded me as revolt-
ing, but didn't think I was disgusting, And Mum sald that 1f they regarded her son as
disgusting and revolting they had better go awaye

Frede sald she wouldn't come to tea again until Mum apologlzed, and 1t wasn't much
of a tea anywaye

After they had gone, Mum was angry, end sent me to bed, but I didn't mind, as it
meant 1 couldn®t do oy French, Welve started Chardenal this term, Bo I went to bed,
ane took "Through Thick and Thin® with pe. That 1s a new Boys' Friend 3d Library about
Tor Merry & Co,, but 1t's a rotten tale, and 1 think Hartin Clifford st have been
werried by the war when he wrete it,

Later on, Mum brought me a cup of cocoa and some hot cheese on toasts She sald:
"You mmust try not to upset your brother, darling. He's older than you,"

So I made up ry mind to give Doug *Through Thick and Thin® as a present.

The Magnet has been better than the Gem this month, which 1s unusual. "4 Cool
Card" was a new boy called Sampson Quincey 1ffley Field, whom Bob Cherry nicknamed
Bquiff, on account of his initials, Squiff comes from New South Wales which is a county
1ike Kent in Australla.

®Ructions at Highcliffe! was a grand tale, and that alsc had a lot about Bquiff in
it, The next tale was "Spirited Away® in which an American millionaire's son called
Bylvester came to Greyfriars, Being small, he went in the second form, but he was
kidnapped by en American gangster named Five-hundred dollar Smith, He was rescued by
the detective, Ferrers Locke, [ think this is the first time Ferrers Locke has been in
the Magnet, though he has often been in the Cem, Maybe Martin Clifford let Frank
Richards have him in exchange for Levison, who was expelled from Creyfriars,

The last Magnet tale of the month was "Hard Up," and S8quiff came Into that a lot,
Rarry Wharton & Co got 1nto debt and tried to raise the wind, I like Bquiff all right,
tut 1 hope we don't get too much of hime

says that if the war goes on, Freda may become a nurse, as she thinks the
uniform would sult her, I'm sorry for our soldiers if she does. She'll be washing
them in carbolics :

FOR 3 17 Comics, Firefly's, HMerry & Brights, Jester, sparks, etc. 5 Union Jacks
19127103 6 1de Marvels 1906/8, Jack, Bame & Pete; L Penny Populars 1913-16 (Bexton
Blake); L 2d, Thrillers (1935); 39, Nelson Lees 1928/9; 12, 7d. Sexton Blakes;
Prairie Libe Noe 23, 24 25, (1919); Xnpas No. Gem 1938;  50L. 277 Frank Richards;
807, 355 Martin Clifford; Boys Friend Lib, 439 St, Fronk's In London; Boys Friend
L1k 613 Charles Hamilton; Football and Sports Lib, Nos 513 2 Volumes Boys Journal
(Vele 1 and 2); Bound Volume Monster Library - Last 6 issues 14~19;  Brand New
O1ympia (Bplendid 66) Typewriter (cost £23), THE LOT (value over £LO) - £34 (N0 OFFERS)
or separate = Typewriter £19¢ Os O 01d Boys Books £15. O, Os (Postage Extra)

BOOK X "
ALL_TIPES OF BINDINGS UNDERTAKEN: ' BOOKD _REBOUND OR_REPAIRED:
Y W P
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN
Archdale Road, Bast Dulwich, S.E, 22

THE MODERN BLAKE By S. Gordon Swan

NOW THAT TiE Modern Blake is no longer with us, it is possible to
view it in perspective and assess its worth. To many readers in the
'fifties it must have been apparent that the Sexton Blake Library was
getting into a rut, that some infusion of new ideas was necessary to
lift the stories out of commonplace routine. The change, when it came,
was too drastice Overnight the Baker Strect menage dlsappea.red the
old house, so faithfully detailed in a two-poge plan in one of the
Annuals, seemed to be no more, probably demolished to make way for the
block of flats in which Blake had his penthouse apartment. And his
office was now in Berkeley Square, decorated by no less than three
feminine assistants. Blake himself had undergone rejuvenation, some-
thing his admirers would not object to, though the Mephistophelian eye-
brow seemed an umnecessary addition.

One notesble feature was the zbsence of Tinker. He did not appear
at 2ll in the early stories, wus not even mentioned. It was quite
evident that he was to be dropped in favour of Paula Dane. o doubt in
name and type he represented those "juvenile associations" which were
anathema to the exponents of the New Order. Before the advent of the
Modern Blake Tinker had been provided (by John Hunter, I believe) with
the neme of Bdward Carter for the sake of convenience.

In regard to those so-called juvenile associations, by the way, the
slogan of the Union Jack was "For Readers of all Ages," and this was an
apt description. Though, in fact, many of the old stories were of an
adult nature, and I am sure the phraseology employed on occasion by
Ge He Teed and Jack Lewis was far from being in the juvenile class.

To return to the Modern Blake. Sexy covers appeared on the S.B.lL.
and sexy episodes featured in the stories, which also introduced brutal
interludes and unpleasant adjectives such as "wet-lipped," the whole
set-up being based on the tough American style. All the old authors
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disappeared at one stroke, and unfamiliar nomes were appended to the
stories. Presently, John Hunter returned with one yarn under the new
regime, but made no further appearance; later, Rex Hardinge turned up
with two stories, but unfortunmately they were a re-hash of two old
yarns, and we did not see any more of his work. This was a pity, as
he had been in good writing vein prior to the change.

Later still, an old faovourite in Warwick Jardine produced one
story, but one noted with mixed feelings that it was revised by Desmond
Reids Surely at no other period in the history of Sexton Blake were
so many stories revised by the editoriel staff and reproduced as was
done under the names of Desmond Reid and Richard Williams, One canmot
imagine Robert Murray and G. He Teed being subjected to so much revi-
sion. Those authors retained their individual styles, instead of
being churned out in one pattern.

As the New Look progressed, the rough stuff was toned down, doubt-
less due to protests from stounch readers of long standing. And
eventually Tinker, whose admirers must have clamoured for his return,
re-appeared in maturer form (with incrensed girl-chasing propensities)
his absence being attributed to the conduct of investigations in the
North of Eogland. - In due course, Mrs. Bardell also came back, and
became Bleke's "daily" at the flat, Last of all, Pedro, who had been
absent for meny years indeed, made his comeback in a manner by no means
pleasing to his fans. A far better story could have been written
about the faithful hound than the one Wilfred McNeilly wrotes

As time went on, good stories emerged from the new format, par-
ticularly those which dealt with Blake's wartime activities. "The
Last Days of Berlin" was something different from what readers of the
saga had experienced before, and "The Sea Tigers" was even better, in
my opinions Ironically enough, there wasn't a woman in this story,
which only goes to show that.sex is not necessary to a good yarn.

Another author responsible for some good efforts was James Stagg,
whose style was less staccato and less brutal than the others.
Regrettably he vanished from the scene a year or two before the S.B.Le
came to an end.

01d characters in Huxton Rymer and George Marsden Plummer were
revived and fairly faithfully portrayed, although Rymer did not seem
to fit into the atmosphere of "High Heels and Homicide." .

Jack Trevor Story struck a new note in Sexton Blake stories. To
some staid readers he might not have appealed, but his ontrageous
yarns provided a leavening of humour and he had an individual style.
His more serious works, such as "The Frightened People," and
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"Ipvitation to a Murder," were extremcly good.

The majority of stories by Martin Thomas and Rex Dolphin main-
tained a high standard, but those under the editorial name of Desmond
Reid were a mixed collection, some good, others mediocre. We As
Ballinger's "This Man Must Die" stands out as a striking and unusual
story. But Blake's dalliance with females would not gain the approval
of long established readers who had made an ideal out of the detective.
Blake had never been the austere, aloof character the modernists
claimed; readers of his earlier exploits are well aware of his
association with fascinating females; but these episodes were handled
delicately and not with the blatant suggestiveness of the New Look.

One story that should have remained unwritten was "Danger's Child,"
by Jack Trevor Story. This begen remantically enough with Blake going
like o knight-errant to the assistance of an old girl-friend, but cnded
on the customary note of Trevor Story irony. What Blake fons would
find unacceptable was the iden of Blake being the possible father of an
illegitimate daughter. We wanted Blake human; he had elways been s0;
but we also wanted him to remain someone we could look up to and
idealises

As Thirza Von Otto said to him years ago, as his hands went out
to her: "Stop, Sexton Blake, I would not have you act as other men.
You are, to me, as far above the common herd as that great planet over
our headSs eeessl have a woman's heart that you may have for the
asking; yet you will not ask it now."

That is the Blake that we prefer to remember, the one that Thirza
Von Otto saw and loved, who remained the man of her dreams and retained
his integrity throughout. 4nd that is the image that lingers in the
memorys Loyal admirers hope it will be projected once again on the
screen of contemporary history, in spite of the demisc of the Modern
Bloke.

Sexton Blake = Union Jack — Official Information

Noe 9. By W. O. G. Lofts
Lewis Carlton:

The reader who may imagine that We 0. G. Lofts is always success—
ful in tracing authors, would be sadly mistaken! Indeed, probably the
most disappointment I have encountered was in failing to trace Lewis
Carlton once editor of the U.J. for a period before the first world
war. He was certainly alive up to a few years ago - and believed in
the Devon area - but exhoustive enguiries by Derek Adley and myself
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make hin elusive as some of the unceptured members of the great train
robbery; and if contacted he could no doubt be & mine of information
on old outhors, particularly "Michael Storm."

Probably the most astonishing fact in fathering all the authors
of Sexton Bloke yarns in the Union Jack is that apart from a short
tale in No. 563 (1914) "The Case of the Strange Advertisement," Lewis
Carlton never wrote any stories of full length for the paper! This
is also greatly surprising when one considers that he was editor; as
well as writing considerable stories under his own nome and that of
101aude Custer.! It was presumed quite wrongly scme years ago that he
had’ penned many of the Plummer yorns after the creator 'Michael Stom’
and 'Mark Darran' - but as rcaders who obtain the Sexton Blake Cata-
logue will see, the correct names will be inserted, in the sequence of
when they appeared.

To conclude this piece on Carlton; o8 now widely kmown, after
playing the part of Tinker on the stage - because of his youthful
looks - he returned to freelance writing, and wrote in a syndicate
formed by John G. Brandon, John Bobin and his son Donald. MA11 four
collaborated in ideas and stories; and so the reader who studies
styles of authors had better beware of their stories at timesl Lewis
Carlton also wrote a large mmber of girls tales under the name of
'Louise Carlton' = and lastly indecd wrote two stories of St. Jim's -
which were published in the Gem Nos. 956 'D'Arcy's Night Out' and Nos.
975 '"The Champion of Ste Jim's,' -

The "Gordon Carr' and"W. J. Bayfield' question

My good and old friend Harry Dowlor, has written to the effect
thet it was he who first gave the information that 'Gordon Carr' was
o pen-name of W. Jo Bayfield, I couldn't ogree more with Harry that
the style is nstonishingly similar, and also the theme of prison life.
To be perfectly fair to Harry - I om not blinded by the fact that even
official records can meke mistakes, and also that authors - who were
only human, could even have nom-de-plumes to cover up their real
identity as in the ‘cases of 'Michacl Storm' and 'Anthony Skene.'

Such matters as why they did this, was purely their own concern and
not ours. Further enquirics, make me still stick to my original
statement - that they were two distinct individunls - as I have found
another elderly author who remembers George or Gordon Carr as once a
nember of the editorinl staff, and he also remembers We J. Bayfield as
a free lance writer. Even disregarding official records, I am bound
to accept this as fact, and I must point out with due respect to Harry,
and his wonderful knowledge of the old papers %‘!El authors, that he is

vt T
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basing his stataments purely on theory; and of the remarkable similari-
ty of style = when even Walter Webb thought that the 'Carr! stories were
by Bayfield. There is also the strong possibility that G. Carr being
2 member of the staff, copied Bayfield's style and themes, Certainly
this is not the first time this hos been done; or even better the theory
that Bayfield gave the stories for 'Carr' to publish - on some arrange-
ment between them.

It was agreed by the Sexton Blake Circle some years ago, that data
coming from official sources, should be accepted ns fact, or we would
get nowhere in conpiling authors and records. To give full credit to
Harry Dowler ond the late Herbert Leckenby, almost 96% of information
they published on authors and nom-de-plumes appearing at the start of
this century has been proved correct by official records compiled at
the time, and this high percentage is something which anyone should be
proud of§

Murray Hamilton:

This is not a name to be found in the 'Union Jack' but THE
THRILLER, and it is worth recording in the space I have left in this
concluding item, of a story worth getting hold of, for those who
collect material by Sexton Blake authors. This unique story was
written half by Robert Murray Graydon - and the other half by Ge He
Teed - hence the use of part of their names] THRILLER No. 489 (1938)
"Made in Amcrica."

The only reason I can think of this strange partnorship is that
Robert Murray Groydon who sterted the story failed to finish it and
G. Hs Teed was given the commission to finish the toskl]

In conclusion this is the last of my series of articles, and all
the fresh data will be included in the Sexton Blake Catalogue that is
now in the process of being completed.

WANTED: Good loose copies or bound volumes containing any of tho
followingt MAGNETS - 52, 131 to 149 inclusive, 195, 205, 237, 238,
239, 271, 518, 319, 353, 400, 417, 422, 435, 469, 106, 719, 752, 153,
762, 763, 809, Most issues between 821 and 890, 900, 921, 924, 925,
936, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996, GEMS - Many
issues between 400 and 500, Many issues between 800 and 879. Also
Noss 925, 935, 953, 954, 956, 975, 980, 984, 985, 989, 990, 992, 993,
998,  POPULARS: 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 452, 455, 466, 474. EARLY
PENNY POPULARS: Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47, 48.

ERIC FAYNE, "EXCELSIOR HOUSE," GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREX.
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Nelson Lee Column

PRBEBBERRE BB BEEREBBEE

CONDUCTED BY JaCK WOOD
4 LETTER FR( ST, FRANK'S By Jim Cook

Before I settle down with my news sbout St. Frank's this week I
would like to record an amusing incident which took place in the fom-
room just recently. 01d Crowell, the master of the Remove, had
succumbed to the flu virus and was confined to his bed. Dre Stafford,
already with staff troubles, had after some shuffling managed to get
Mr. Pycraft to deputise for Mr. Crowell while Biggleswade took over pro
tem the Fourth Form. The Head himself was taking Nre Langton's
duties - the sixth form master being another victim of the flu - and
several other staff disturbances were taling place in the domestic
quarters due to the sudden illnesses.

Now Mr. Pycraft, the ill-tempered master of the Fourth - was not
armsed by this change and neither were the Remove. Jnd as lessons
progressed it was becoming obvious that something had to break for
Pycraft was getting more and more bad tempereds Lines were being
dished out by the hundreds and the least trivial excuse was nade for
impots to be given. Towards morning breask all-out total war had been
reached when those two inoffensive twins, the Trotwoods, had been
gated for the rest of the week becouse old Pycraft couldn't make up
his mind which was Cornelius and which was Nicoderms. So in a fit of
raging temper he imposed a confined-to-—gates on then both for the
repainder of the week. Nipper tells me the Remove was shocked by
this harsh treatment on the juniors and after the break Nick Trotwood
had brushed aside the synpathy that was showered on him and his brother
by retaliating to such an extent that 0ld Pycraft was soon wishing he
hadn't been so jolly free with his gatings.

While Cornelius was afflicted with deafness and more or less took
1little part in the activities of the juniors his brother Nicodemus is
a clever ventriloguist and becuse he uses his gift so very rarely one
ig apt to forget that he possesses

the ability to throw his voice to
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PoBS
such remarkable extent that you are easily misleds Thus it was that
Nick got revenge by using his powers to throw his voice and make it
appear to come from Pycraft, Every word the form master uttered Nick
echoed to make it seem that another voice was repeating it in the
corner of the form room. This went on for some little time and even
the juniors were mystified because nobody knew of Nick Trotwood's
intentionse In the end, just before dinner, old Pycraft could stand
it no mores He suddenly passed a hand over his brow and complained
he was not feeling well and rather than allow the boys to catch his
germs he would retired as he thought he had caught the flus

So after another re-shuffle the rest of the day the Remove was
taken over by Professor Tucker who devoted the time to the mysterious
Universe. Even Bernard Forrest, I am told, found the fact that what
is seen of the Milky Way through the modern telescope appears as it
was a thousand million years ago, as very extraordinary and wonderful,.
Later on, Forrest was heard to remark that a horse named Milky Way was
one that "owed him money." lMaybe that is why Professor Tucker's talk
was of interest to hime It surprises me why some juniors, while
risking the sack so openly by backing horses, would quake in their
shoes if they were found outs It's a kind of inverted heroism to
effect indifference to expulsion while at the same time tremble like a
leaf at the very thought of being found out.

Take smoking; any time you went into Study 4 you would notice in
the fender a big screw of brown papers This was always kept handy in
the event of a master or a prefect coming suddenly on the scenes The
paper would be quickly lighted and waved to and fro, filling the room
with pungent smoke. It is a little precaution which has saved the
rascals from punishment or woses But why go to all these lengths just
for a smoke, Still, Study A has a reputation to keep up, Gulliver
and Jell never really got over the loss of Fullwoods That was a blow
to them when Ralph Leslie joined the decent fellows. Bub I suppose
if it were not for the bad ones you wouldn't appreciate the good oness

I was surprised to hear of an inn called The Bull Hotels I thought
I knew a1l the inns around Bellton and Bammington but the other day
Guy Sinclair and Simon Kemmore of the East House mentioned, in my hear-
ing, to Parkin, another East House prefect, that they would meet Grayson,
of the Fifth, at the Bull hotel. Well, there is a Bull hotele I
have since found out that it wasn't a well-known inn but if one were
on the farther outskirts of Bannington you would pass it coming into
Bellton. Anyway, it is only a small place as inns go and has a
questionable reputations
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Nipper & Co. apologised to Study D for no apparent reason and
Handy wanted to kmow why. 4 terrific din coming from next door to
Study C had brought scathing remarks from Nipper & Co. about "that
noisy elephant, Handy" when it was realised it was not Study D but
Study Be Fights, scuffles and thuds and thumps were so commonplace
in Study D that whenever they occurred Handforth & Co. were also blamed,
But this time it was Study B, Claude Gore-Pearce, Hubbard and Teddy
Long were going it hamner and tongs and even the change in direction
had not been noticed by Study C. It was most unusual for Study B to
be in a state of war but it was so. And Nipper & Co. forthwith went
next door and apologised to Handy. Handforth didn't quite know how
to take the apologye

Talking about Nipper I didn't realise how ruthless he can be with
the juniors. The other morning before rising bell he had the chaps
down on Little Side for footer practise. It was frosty, terribly
cold and icy puddles were dotted all over the field. 4And the light
was bad paking it as dismal a picture as you could imagine. But when
it was time for broakfast it seemed well worth the early rising for
the juniors looked the picture of health. But Nipper has to be very
severe in his running of the sports fixtures; you can casily imagine
the scene in the junior bed rooms as he routs them out in the cold and
unfriendly light of early morning to practise soccers Edgar Fenton,
the captain of the school, has similar troubles with the seniors but
they have to buckle to when Fenton wants then to. His word is law
and nobody has really hankered after his position as much as Nipper's.
Fenton, as head prefect and captain of the school has the unenviable
task of keeping the seniors in order, a job with doubtful honours.

Do you recall Jane Trumble? She once held the position as Head-
mistress of Ste Frank's, That was some time ago but she was seen
entering the Ancient House the other day and speculation is rife. St.
Frenk's has known Petticoat rule and I don't think it would be welcome
again, tut Reggie Pitt says he wouldn't be surprised if she didn't try
once again to run the school. I doubt it though. The wonder of it
is that she has the nerve to show her face again at St. Frank's after
the disgraceful conduct she exhibited during her war with the juniors
and the barring out against her authority. St. Frank's has enlarged
since thens She ruled when the old school comprised just the Ancient
House and the College Houses These days she would have quite a hand-
ful trying to run the four Housess But you never can tell with women.
I yonder what bee she has in her bormet thig times

?oontimed on page 25 }
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THE END OF ANOTHER ERA

Mr. Co He Chapman, who illustrates the Billy Bunter series, told
us that he had been informed by the publishers that the latest Bunter
story, due out about now, will be the last of the series.

But, at the end of the book, we found another title announced. =
"Bunter, the Sportsman." In consequence, we contacted Messrs.
Cassell who gave us to understand that the future of the series is not
yet certain, The last manuseript written by Charles Hamilton has
been published, But, said Messrs. Cassell's representative, "there
are o mmber of Frank Richerds' television scripts which we may be
able to have writton up into storics." He added that they would be
very sorry indeed if they have to decide to close the series.

So the future of the Bunter scrics is at the knees of the gods.
What seems cortzin, however, is that there are no further original
Creyfriars stories to come, written by their creator, In that senmse,
an era has ended. r

To commemorate the post-war Billy Bunter serics and their
remarkable run, Hr. Chapmen has sent us the picture, which he has
specially drawn for Collectors' Digest, and which fills our centre
spread this month, Also, we have asked our Let's Be Controversial
Columnist to look at the series as a whole in his articles. Finally,
our book critic reviews. in this issue the lutest (and possibly the
last) story in the Buntor series: "Thanks To Bunter."

We undcrstand that o firm of publishers of paper-backed books is
considering re-publis the old Magnet stories in paper-back format
- 4 copies a month at eachs If anything comes of this project,
we shall notify our readers in due courses

R

'S BE CONTROVERSLY
Yo t-War G iars:
e news s Totost fitle in the Billy (contimed page 18).s
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Bunter series put out by Cassell's may be the last will be received by
our readers with mixed feelings. Some reacders mey be sorry, some may
be relicvede What docs scem certain is that, if the series continucd
from & substitute pen, we should find the same mystery enshrouding the
stories, the same resentment, the same heart-burning as happencd long
ago and which has never ceased, and nover will cease, to sond mighty
ripples through the ranks of Charles Hamilton's old boyse

Fairly recently Roger Jenkins gave us his reasons for disposing
of his collection of the post-war Bunter books. -"His criticism of the
stories can hardly be challenged though it can be stated that they
were written for youngsters who would have no knowledge of the great
days of the Magnet - and they served their purpose well.

Personally, I could never bring myself to disposing of my post-
war Bunters. Naturally I have them all, and the complete series
looks rather delightful in my bookcase. Apart from that, I have an
affection for them as the stories written, in the evening of his life,
by the man who played such a large part in influencing my own life,

We should be doing less than justice to Frank Richards if we
failed to realise and credit just how remarkable an achievement the
post-war Bunter series wass At the age of 70 or a little over, he
embarked on a new career - that of a stiff-cover book writer. So
successful was he that the Bunter series ran to nearly 3 dozen titles,
plus an extra one about Bessie Bunter of Cliff House. The size of
the output was nothing new for Frank Richards. But the limitations
of complete 60,000-word books was.

For something like thirty years he had been accustomed to the
unlimited canvas on which his gifts were displayed to their best
advantages 300,000 words was nothing abnormal for a story - and
30,000 words, either way, made no difference. But now he had to
conplete his story in a fraction of the distance.

It can be said that he adapted his style amazingly well. His
Bunter series were competent to the last.

The minor defects were seen in occasional irrelevant episodes
which seemed to waste space; excessive dialogue; and the lack of
originality in plots Maybe Bunter was the fly in the ointment.
Bunter had to figure in the title. He had to star in the story.
Whether the author felt that his future now depended upon Bunter, or
whether he was fulfilling a requirement of his publisher, we do not
knows It seems likely that both author and publisher felt that it
was Bunter who sold the books They may well have been right.

Very few of the stories were in serious vein. So many light

iy
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tales brought the risk of sameness. Under these circumstances it is
quite astonishing that the writer managed to introduce so much variety.

The first post-war Greyfriars story, so keenly anticipated, was a
disappointment to the average old reader, There was mo sense of
occasion in the story. One chapter in reminiscent mood would have
made the tale memorable. It was not theres The story was purely
run-of-the-mill, with Bunter in a little series of episodes.

That first story showed us plainly that there was no sentiment
in Charles Hamilton so far as his work was concerneds He loved
writing, but he wrote to earn a living. Sentiment did not come into
the matter - certainly not in anything like the way that it came into
the outlook of his o0ld readerss

He wrote solely for youngsters of a new generation who knew nothing
of the Magnet. He was happy and proud that so many of his old
supporters remained loyal to him and to his work, but he never wrote
with them in mind. Evidence of this is found in the re-hashing of
o0ld themes which he kmew old readers would remember, Too often he
introduced Carcroft when he knew that his old readers would by far
have preferred reference to St. Jim's or Rookwood e 5

I fancy that Charles Hamilton would have loved, in post-war years,
+o achieve success with something apart from his old Amalgamated Press
characters. That would explain his hankering after Careroft, which
never rang the bell.

For the adult, the repeat, in potted form, of the old plots was
unfortunate. It caused comparisons to be made, and, inevitably, the
comparison was unfavourable to the new story on the small canvase.

Such details as the unawareness of Greyfriars that it had a ventrilo-
quist in its midst, and the ignorance of the cast that Billy Bunter
had previously changed places with Wally jarred a little on the older
readers Against this, we must not forget that the author usually
introduced some unexpected new twists to a familiar plot.

Probably those who criticise the post-war tales for lack of
originality are being quite unreasonable. In writing school tales
for 55 years, Charles Hamilton was unique. But there is a limit to
the number of plots which can be adapted to school life. Any man
with a gift for writing can write if he has his plot at his finger-
tips. The finding of new plots is the bugbear for authors only half
the age of Charles Hamilton and whose output is & mere fraction of hise
For us, as sdults, to state that we have loved Greyfriars for thirty
or forty years, and then to beef because the author uses plots from
long ago in stories intended for youngsters is surely rather absurd.
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I sometimes think that Hamilton, in his post-war tales, would
have been wiser to go back to the blue Gem and the red Magnet for his
plots, meny of which were of appropriate length and could easily have
been adapteds  Probably he was more out of touch with blue Gems and
red Magnets than his old readers were. In any case, he went back to
1919 for his Bunter's double story, and to the early twenties for the
Conzo series. Even an old reader would need & long memory to go back
g0 far as that.

The new stories sparkled with an amazing gaiety. Never was
there amy indication that they were written by an aged man. Only on
very rare occasions was there just the slightest indication that they
ceame from an author who was not very closely in touch with the second
half of the twentieth century.

Tagtes differ so much, that it would be futile to attempt to say
which was the best of the post-war Bunters. I enjoyed almost all of
them, and value thems From a personal viewpoint, I would have no
hesitation in naming "Billy Bunter Among the Cannibals" as the worste
This was the only time I ever recall that I found Charles Hamilton
anreadsbles I have read it half-way through on several occasions,
but always abandoned ite To this day I have never read it to the
ends

The story which the author, at the time of his death, had two=-
thirds completed, was one of the rare serious plots, albeit a hackneyed
one - the wayward Bounder and the loyal Redwing. Just how Charles
Bemilton would have finished it will probably be debated among
readers for long to comes From the start it was not too convineing,
tut the original author might, and probably would, have saved it with
a strong finishe

I repeat that, by end large, the post-war Bunter series was a
splendid achievements We old readers found faults - but the series
was not intended for us.

Thousands of & new generation, at a time when the school story
is out of favour, mst have found the tales right up their strecte
Thousands who would never have lmown Greyfriars will now carry happy
memories for a long, long while to comes

The post-war Bunter joins the Magnet and the Gem in assuring
+hat the memory of Charles Hamilton remeins evergreens

*
LR
*




Page 21

CONTROVERSTAL _ECHOES
Yos 77. FLFTY YEARS OF "THE TOFF"

JOHN : There can be no doubt that the idea of bringing a boy eriminal into 8t,
in's and n reforning him was scuething new in the history of the Cem and made an
impreasion on the youthful readers of 191l which 1s still remembered, and was never
equalled by any other character introduced into the Hamilton schools, . Although 1 was
too young to recall the impact made by the original stories 1t has been described as
o tpemendous excitement® by people old enough to remember and it is snall wonder the
amated Press seized on the opportunity and followed up the initlal success well
into the following year. On this question of overplaying the character we must remember
that had not Talbot returned to St, Jinls after the first series we should have missed .
some very fine stories and one of the best yarns that Hartin Clifford ever wrote. There
15 no need to consider the hash or the sticky sentiment of the substitute writers and
zlthough it is true that the theme was never changed by the genuine author most of the
later stories were well constructed and readable, It-1s difficult, also, to ‘quite know
shat one could do with & reformed Talbot other than rake up the past. All the Hamilton
characters had parts to play and one of the weaknesses of reformation is that the
interest evaporates with the blossoming of the better nature, Levison was a sneak and
was thms vastly more entertaining than Frankfs big brother in the latter days and there
are other well=known portrayals one could mention, but the shadow on the young life of
Reginald Talbot was a much larger canvas and It 1s to the everlasting credit of Charles
Hanilton that he could excite the emotions without descending into bathos and make us
all love a child delinquent, The stories lose nothing with the years and when you
remind me that 1t all happened fifty years ago I feel older than ever}

% 1 remember the arrival of Talbot in Gem Nos 334 "The Toff," Although
on; olboy at the time, in 1914, 1 had already been a devoted reader of every
number of the Cem and Magnet since 1910, but nothing 1 had ever read in either of the
two papers had ever gripped me so much, After reading the last of the 1st four Gens,
®The Parting of the Ways,® I was cne of the first, and there must have been thousands of
other readers, to write to the Editor asking for more Talbot, and in due course we got
them; first the "King's Pardon® Gem 351, But still we were not savisfied, we wanted
more and rore tales dealing with Talbot, and I know for a fact never had theré¢ been such
a denand from readers as there was for Talbot.

Looking back after all this time, 1t seens to me that apart from the first four
tales of the series, Levison really played the major character in the tales, and not
Talbot, although of course Talbot was in trouble in'each tale, and Levison's object was
to save him time after time,

After the nany times Levison had saved Talbot, readers felt something should be
done by Tom Merry & Coa to give Levison another chance, as he could not now be such a
cad, as he used to be, and readers in thousands, wrote in time after time to the Editor
asking for Levison to be given a new starts .

Well we got our new reformed Levisonl But he was not. a Levison we expected, Gone
was the old power of detection, gone was his keen braln; he just beeame another fellow,

A new cad had to be found, so Cardew arrived, a character 1 could never stand at
any price, Then we had Trimble, cr did he arrive rirst?

Well, what caused the slip in the circulation of the Gem in late 19157 In my
view= The reform of Levison, MNot what the readers wanted, The arrival of Cardew and
Trimble, The large number of sub writers' tales, some awful rot, Above all the cover
change from Blue to White,

Devoted reader of both the Gem and Magnet, even I- at last, could not stand the
sub-writers' tales any longer, and thinking at the time that the real Hartin Clifford
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and Frank Richards werc deadl, 1 gave up teking them at about No, 530 of eachs
From time to time coples of the Magnet and Gem ware bought perhaps cvery

three months, in the hope that a mistake had happened, and that the real suthors had

started up again, but it must have been just bad luck that each time a copy was bought

from 1915 until 1931 they proved to be by sub-writers, and each worse than the last,

At 1ast ocne day, waiting at a railway station a copy of Gem No, 1287, *The Fighting

Fag® was bought, and found to contain the reprinted tale published peny years before.

It was, of course, the famous story dealing with the arrival of Wally d'Arcy at St.

Jims, ond was written as every Gem should be written, A vote of thanks should be given

to Mre Eric Fayne for bringing about the reprinting of all the first and finest tales

ever to sppear in the Oem, a debt we can never repay to hime

4s youthful reader of "The Gen® = always oy first love = two serles made
2 post profound irpression on me, namely *The Toff" and the %Outran® introductory
stories, 1 would add that the impact of these yarns was "terrific,t
1 agree with you that Talbot suffered through too much repetition, whereas Outram!s
re-gppearence in the Christzas No, of "The Ger® for 1917 (No, 510) *The Shadow of the
Past" seemed feasible,
Personally, I would have preferred the early Talbot series, plus that great story
#The Houseraster's Homecoming® (when he could have been written out of *The Ger®), I
would have been content to let 1t go at that.
My favourite "Toff® story: GCem 377 "For Ancther's Sdu.' in which Martin Clifford
characterized Talbot, Core and Dr, Holmes in "masterly® fashi
To sum up = "Talbot Was "a toff* by nature,” Need one aewmre.

H The early Talbot stories were first-class, but I think that "House=
“Tsteris Homecoming® should have concluded the story, with the possible exception of
®[n the King's Khaki" end Cems 988 = 991, four fine tales sbout Talbot and his cousin
Crooke, It is true that the editor and the substitute writers cashed in on Talbot,
Personally, I think the last Talbot stary *Through Thick and Thin® (post-war) was
C.ii1s worst story about the Toff,

] Your article on the Toff was very true, He could have been the best
&ﬁeﬁb&r at Ste Jimfs next to Ermest Levison, but that unsavoury past was repeated too
pany times, Actually he was an unreal character, No bay of 16 could be the leader
of a gang of oriminals, He should have been jettisoned 1like many other good characters,
The Gem would not have nissed hime As a schoolboy he lacked the glamour he showed as
a gangsters

1 BoJohn Geal {see 'Controversial Echoes! No, 74) thinks 1t unfortunate
Mﬂ‘ thinking 13 on the increase in the collecting world, Dear me} But
what 18 my kind of thinking? 4 little less cynical and a 1little more balanced than
Mr, Gealts, I hopes
1 think that the collecting world like any other world consists of all kinds of
pegplu and, that being s0, we have to show a great more tolerance of other people's
views than has been evident in the 'Digest! correspondence columns of late. 1 feel
that when another!s opinion does not agree with our own we should not rush into print
with accusations of bad taste, arrogance, unpl and 1 Nelther should
wey aa John has attempted to do. give a pen portrait of someone we have never metl

The atmosphere of Creyfriars, the well-dramn charu:tat's of the boys and masters

have certainly been known to me since childhood but t agree that nostalgia for

wmm 1s the only valld reason for collecting ﬂae llhgmr..' 1 collect the Frank

Richarda! stories because 1 enjoy reading them = nostalgia alone would not ccax me to

read page upon page of close print, Because of this enjoyment I wish I could afford
to possess every Oreyfriars story that Frenk Richards has written; unfortunately

econoy in space and expenditure will not allow this, For the same reason I have to
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exclude substitute stories = many of which may be quite well written but do not enter=
tain me as mch as the genuine article, 8o [ cast them out = not to the four winds ar
the dustbin, but to friends In the hobby, and, in the early days of &y membership, to the
Library, I do not exhibit my collection and I am at a loss to reason what prestige 1
would gather in Tokyo, fuwait, Hanover or Paris if I did soi John's corparison of
yours truly with a2 swanky art collector is far off the marke

1 think most of us 1like the hobby because it brings us together to share a mitual
enjoyment not only of Greyfriars but of 8%, Jim's, Bt. Frank!s, Blake and the rest,
Let us share our nostalgia, our love for the stories and our Interest in research, but
let us share It as it should be shared = with understanding and sympathyi

GEMS OF ILMILTONIA No. 11 (New Series)

Wharton was at the top of his form. He had had no chance in the
first knock, but he had the chance now and made the most of ite

There were no "fireworks." He played himself in steadily and
carefully, taking the measure of the bowlings His score did not go
up by jumps, as Stacey's was wont to do, but it went up steadily.

Othor batsmern came and wents Ste Jude's bowling wes good, and
the fielding wes keen, and the average of runs was low. Wharton,
thoroughly set, could not be shiteds He was feeling confident - the
happy feeling of the batsman who has an instinct that it is "his day."
One after another, men came out from the pavilion and treiled home
again, and still Wharton was on the spots

Seven down for 60 - cight down for 82 - nine down for 85§ Lost
man inf

"Staceyl"

Wharton had the bowling. Stacey came out to the wicket; and
there was a deep breath among the Greyfriars men.

"Fan me, somebodyl" murmured Bob Cherrye

"If that cur lets him down =" muttered the Bounders

Three wanted to tio - four to win} But Wharton had the bowling
— and he was glad of it, as he saw the black and bitter face at the
other end of the pitch. Stacey knew that he could not keep his wicket
up - neither did he want to do so; he would gladly have thrown the
gome away to prevent his rival from scoring the winning hite If the
bowling came to him ——

It looked as if it might. Once, twice, thrice, the ball came
down, and nothing happened, Again it came, and again, and Wharten
stopped it deads The Greyfriars men watching from the pavilion were
on tenterhooks. Every man knew that the geme depended on the ‘next
hite If the bowling came to Stacey - only a few hours ago the star
of the team - the gome was upd  And the Bounder, at least, suspected
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that, whatever the hit was like, Stacey would fail to make the running
goods

The bowler scemed incredibly slow in getting going with the last
ball of the overs

But it came down at last.

If Wharton failed =

He did not fail. He stepped out to the boll and it went. But
Wharton did not run — Stacey had no chance of letting the game downl
He knew that it was a boundary — and it wasi

(NEXT MONTH: There will be the second of our competitions in
commection with this latest serics of Gems of Hamiltomia)

REVIEW
Frank Richards
TEQNKS TO BUNTER (Cassell, 11/6)

1 should not 1ike to hazard a guess at the number of occasions on which a firearn
has sounded in the Courtfield Bank, The clerks in that part of Kent shculd be pald
denger DONEY.

In one of Charles Hamilton's last stories, "Billy Bunter's Bodyguard," it happeneds
We comnented on that oocaslon that 1t seemed unlikely that a bank raider would rely on
a horse and trap for a means of getaway after his ralde

In "Thanks to Bunter," the latest addition to the Bunter serfes, there is the sound
of a shot in Courtfield Bonks This time the raider relles on Billy Bunterts bicyele to
provide hin with the peans of escape, We are equally ineredulcus on this occasion,

Of course, thia particular benk=raider has raided banks before and escaped on a
schoolboy?s bicycle, So habit may have given hin proficiency, But eventually, like so
meny bank robbers before him, he 1s arrested within the walls of Greyfriars where he 1s
acting as a temporary form=naster,

Tt will be seen that there is nothing very original in the basic plot, though there
are quite a few original side itens in the story.

There are many instances where the writer shows that he is fully acquainted with
the Greyfriars background, and these should please the older fan. There 1s an amsing
11ttle sequence featuring Prout and Hacker, The Bounder and Coker, who play substantial,
and not unpleasing parts, seen oddly out of character to those who have read Charles
Hamilton for years, This is certalnly due to the dialogue, but it is difficult to pin=
point just why they do not really ring true,

This s a readable tale, and 1t is certainly a good deal better than the previcus
Bunter offering, "Bunter the Btowaway," It can hardly fall to please youngsters, for
Whon 1t 18 written, and there {s nothing in it to irk the nveterate Hamiltonianse

m#z Pink Union Jacks Noss 646, 671, 723, 3/= each plus postage, Falr
tondition, Boys! Own Anmual 1934=5, 1zfs plus postages

ERIC FAE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, CROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY.
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(NELSON LEE COLUMI - contimued from page 14)e.e

I understaend from Me. Nelson Lec an invitation has becen sent to
Edwy Searles Brooks on the occasion of an anniversary. The man who
wos responsible for chronicles and history of the-old school has been
asked to attend to receive an honour. I have only the barest details
as Mr. Lee was called away to London before he gave me the full
strength of it, I can't see old Edwy making the trip to Bellton but
at the same time if an award is to be granted to him for his work then
he should make an effort to go downs And if I know anything of those
Ste Frank's crowd they will get him down by hook or by crooks So for
the moment that's all I can tell you.

Yours to a cinder,
JIM COCK

THE FLAW OF THE NELSON LEE IN ITS BEST DAYS
By Reg Sanderson

Re-reading Nelson Lees once again and viewing them from an adult
angle, I consider Brooks portrayal of choracters excellent, whether
heroes, villains or non-descripts (with only one notable excaption).

I liked his showing of Teddy Long, below par mentally and physic-
ally, living in constant semi-fear because of these failings, trying
to curry favour by retailing news obtained by eavesdropping etcs, I
could easily appreciate his way of lifel

I would now like to quote from James Cook's July "Letter from
Ste Frank's" -

"And Long getting bolder reached up and knocked Church's cap off
his hend, Had Hand®rth been with them, Teddy would not have dared
block their path, but Master Edward Long always took chances when the
odds were greatly in his favour."

What wonderful material for Roger Jenkins to get his teeth intoe

What James Cook is telling us could be phrased samewhat
differently (viz) :

Church and MeClure of average physical prowess had both had their
spirits so completely subdued by their arrogant Lord and Master so
that when he was not present even the approach of Teddy Long filled
them with apprehension, although Long's courage wes not nomally
sufficient to face a bariing lap doge

Brooks' portrayal of Handforth completely mystifies mes A person
who will deliberately tear his best friend's laboriously written
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imposition to piecces, imprison another boy so that he could take his
place in the cricket eloven, and after such acts a few scowling
apologies would promote him again to a lad with a ‘heart of gold!
lenves me bewildereds Admittedly he was shown in many heroics but
there always scemed an a2ir of self-glorification about them.

411 this scems strunge when Brooks' obvious talent was shown
in all his other creations.

Did he use Handforth as his own safety valve! and towards the
end, was his own incrcasing irritation portrayed through Handforth?

Hendforth stood out as the one flaw in the good days of the H.L.L.
and the more he was featured the more the flaw was made apparent.

CalL A TRU( By H, Chapman

I bave been taking the C.D. for several years now, and look for—
werd to it with pleasure each month. In my opinion it has improved
considerably during this time, largely due to the efforts of the Editor.

Although primarily a Loe fan, I am clso interested and enjoy
Homilton storics, Blakes, etcs and I read the C.D. from cover to cover
several times.

I have also had the pleasure of seeing a few of my own efforts in
print, and although I have written solely for the Lee Column, this is
because this is the subject I know most about and becouse from time to
time there have been appeals for copye In any case Hamiltonia seems
well provided with contributors. For some time now, however, I have
had @ feeling of increasing irritation cvidently shared by other
readors (5ee Ae Parsons No. 212 and J. Geal Nos 211).

The constant references by some writers to "The Master," the
exaggerated praise of his work and the contimual and monotonous dis-
paragenent of the sub-stories (no matter who wrote them) is doing more
ham than good to Homiltonia and the C.Ds

This is what has led to some of the t. Frank's fans becoming
impatient and eriticals I ~m in touch with some of then and I kmow
they all read and enjoy Greyfriars, St. Jim's, Rio Kid, cotec.

The samo connot be said of some of the Hamilton fans, however,
who have gone on record in the past as saying they do not like and do
not read St. Frank's stories and think they would be better forgotten.

I would suggest that in future the hobby is treated as a hobby
and not as a roligion, and that we all get on with the job of making
the C.De as interesting as possible, trying to keep off each others
corns as much as possibles
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HERSEIBIDE
Heet. held A ST

As 5 meeting to held on a Bank Holiday Sunday 1t was not altogether
surprising that the attendance was rather moderate, nevertheless there were cnough
menbers present to ensure a busy and pleasurable evening. Apart from John Farrell,
enjoying his holidays, all the regulars turned up, and the number was increased by the
presence of the writer of this report, Frank Case, on his first visit to Sefton Road
since his departure from Liverpools

Chairman Normen opened p dii n a warm to the visitor on
behalf of all present; he hoped that this was but the first of more frequent appear=
ances of an old and not=forgotten member, Frank was able to assure hin that such would
probably be the Case in future. The correspondence was then dealt with, Norman having
received quite a few letters from our friends, both at home and sbroad, The next item
was a discussion, this forning the second and concluding part of the tepe recording to
be despatched to David Hobbs In Beattles The chosen subject was a rather ticklish one,
based on correspondence and articles in recent numbers of "Collectorst Digest,* involving
certain factions of the Hamilton and Brooks fans in rather spirited exchanges of views.
This was a most interesting debate, free from argument, as most of those taking part

were in agreement.
Following refresh 3y the 11l , after which came a quiz subnitted by

brary
Bi11 Windscr, This was a repeat of the one he devised some years ogo, in which the
answers had to be two rhyning words, such as ! "Chips® quips,' a total of twenty ques=
tions, The Intruder from Nottingham, emulating Robin Hood, pinched this with sixteen
ecrrect, closely pursued by Walter Prichard and Bill Galley. The draming of lots to
decide the compllor of next month's quiz resulted in Walter Prichard being the lucky =
or unlucky? - victime The final item was a very good debate on the fags of the various
schools; whether they were necessary or not, It was generally felt that, with one or
two notable exceptions, they had 1ittle influence on the plots or In the stories as a
whole,
The meeting ended at nine ofclock, time being, as always, the enemy; we have
almost six weeks to wait for our mext meeting on 13th Beptember, bY which time most of

the members will have had thelr holidays.
FRANK CASE
M 1
. Host of the turned up for this meeting, This was Tom Porter's night and

he cormenced by giving us an entertaining report of his visit to the London Club Meeting
held at the home of Eric Lamrence at Wokingham, From what he said and reading further
reports of the same function in the August C.D, this was a howling successs The
®Magnets® so generously given by our Retford member, John T, Mann, were put up for sale
and eagerly disposed of, Discussions on their various contents tock up a lot of time,
however, and left 1ittle for the items arranged by the Chairman, The Anniversary
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mrber bearing the day and month of the meeting was an early Magnet, No. 494 (47 years
0ld) the title being A LESSON FOR BKINNER.,® This was part of a magnificently bound
volune fronm Tom's collection, There was a talk on binding ond Tom gave us some Very
ugeful information on the subject, We were intrigued with the Collector's Plece
which the Chalrman had also brought along, This was one of the very early 3d Boys
Fricnd Libraries, Date, January 1908, The first B.F.L, deallng with Bt. Jin's and
Tom Merry, The title was "TOM MERRY'S CONQUEST." Boys Friend Libraries were mch
to the fore tonight as three of them were put up for raffle {proceeds to the Library).
Ted Davey won two of them for first prize and second prize vent to myself,

For a meeting so near to a public holidsy, we had a very interesting couple of

Dot HARRY BROSTER
e A Secretary

AlB 1A

Although the attendance was not as large as had been hoped, those who were able
to be present at the Book Bargain Bazoar on Wednesday, August Jrd, accorded a very warm
welcome to interstate collector, Tom Dobson, who was on his yearly visit from Victoria.

The Secretary passed around an Informative article for perusal, Entitled "Coniecs
1n Transition® by John Holliday 1t had appeared in the "Sydney Morning Herald" dated
18074196l and merbers were pleased to note that old favourites Sexton Blake and Billy
Bunter received favourable mention thereins

Letters fron overseas were read and a pleasant hourts dlscussion was enjoyed as
members 1lstened to news and views from their fellow collectars Jim Cook (New Zealand)
and Bi1l Gander (Canada)s From Jip came a cutting from the "Auckland Star® dated 27th
July, "6l showing that our hobby interests are mentloned in all kinds of unlikely places,
Here & reader was contending that the bloodthirsty stories in papers 1like the "Union
Jack? and #Pluck? had not turned their readers into rurderers end thugs, which of
course 13 entirely our point of view tool

Fron New Zealand came a friendly letter from Geoffrey Harrison who wrote sonetime
ago because of his interest in the club's photograph vhich cppeared in "People® several
years ago, Ceoff is interested in the photographic projects Don Harkness is under=
taking and we are happy to say that very soon the photos Geoff has asked for will be on
the waye

1

Broster dropped in on us via the Mall Box with more news of the Chesterfield
Re-Union and the always interesting tit-bits from the Midland Club's activitiess

Closer to hone there was news fron Arthur Holland of Wellington = and a charming
poen from John OfLondon®s Weekly entitled PThe Country of Bookst which made & nmost
sppropriate introduction for our visitor who had brought along some of his special
treasures for our enjoyment.

The next hour passed all too quickly as merbers passed around and discussed "The
Menster Library No, 1" "Jack, Sam and Petey B.F.L, No, 1" and two other rare items
trom the BoF.L., "Sexton Blake In Biberia® and *The Missing Heir" which was especlally
topical as 1t featured Nelson Lee in Australia, Our post sincere thanks to Tom for
affording us this treat. -

Grand finale of the programme was provided by Don Harkness who lent his photo-
grephic skill to capture the pleasure of this special meeting for absent friends, Very
soon we hope to be sharing this evening with many of your folk now reading this report,

emmmmm--— B, PATE Hen, Sees
He 8 th
occupant o chair, Geoffrey Wilde, was eway on holiday, our

reg
deputy Vice=Chairmen, E18ie Taylor, cpened the August meeting, There was another good
attendance, and we were pleased to weloome another new znenberh’hmﬁ'N'H“E’:'l‘mxmmﬂ’%w’mgk

R it
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1tens for this month's meeting were supplied by postal mecbers,

Gerry Allison reminded us that 88 years ago to mmm,msmmn, 1876, a
great man was born = the late Charles Hamilton, whose 1ife work was probably the greatest
single factor In bringing us all together at this and all the other club meetingss
This month's correspondence included a letter from our artist member, Alf, Hanson, and
we were delighted to hear that some of his strip cartoons have been accepted for publi=
cation by a girls' magazine, and will appear shortly,

Jack Wood had a couple of interesting items from the press = one telling how a
headmaster had informed his prefects that they could have a few bottles of beer in their
studies for personal consucption (Loder would be pleasedf), and how yet another public
school had abolished fagging.

The first item from the postal merbers was 'A Collectorts Plece,' by Joe Willians,
of Bristol, which was read by Jack Wood, This was an interesting account of Joefs
boyhood reading of the old pepers, which sti1l give him great pleasure to=day.

Next was 'A Picture Puzzle,' by Alf, Hanson, which consisted of 16 cleverly=dramn
pictures representing places in the various Hanilton stories; Rookwood, Pegg, Wapshot,
Packsaddle, etc, John Hunter was the winner with 12 correct, Frank Hancock second
with 10, and B11l Willlamson third with 9,

After refreshoents we had another very Interesting paper by John Upton, and this
was read by Frank Hancock, Two items on the subject of 'Desert Island Books! followed,
the cholces of Cecil Hardinghan and Alan Dacre, both of whom, If they were ever ship=

» would hope to be carrying & large supply of Hamilton stories in their luggagel

'l‘he final iten of this novel programme was en ingenious word=building game, based
on the of Hanilton schoolboys, devised by Stan Alder, Myra Allison was the
winner of this one,

Thank you, postal merbers, for your very entertaining contributions to our August

metings
Fa HANCOCK Hon, Bec,
Next Meeting, Baturday, 12th Beptember,

Lapo

‘There were fourteen nembers in attendance at the East Dulwich neeclng on Bunday
August 16th,  The smaller attendonce belng due to the holiday seasan,

No Hamilton 1ibrary dealings as Roger Jenkins was on vacation, I!auerer, Bob
Blythe gave an excellent repart on the Nelson Lee Library and had a good supply of
catalogues, second impression, for sale,

Len Paioan gave a pronising report on the progress of the Sexton Blake catalogues
He particularly stressed the good work put in by Bill Lofts, Derek Adley and Charlie
Wright,
It was announced by Len Packmen that Brian Doyle had heard fron E, 8, Turner, author
of "Bays Will Be Bub’-!,l that the TDaily Telegraph'! wanted him to do a feature on old
boyst books for one of the future coloured supplements, Mr. Tumer had contacted Len
Packman and matters were being put In hand for various meetings and access to collections
of Blakiana, Nelson Lee and Hamiltonia,

Three excellent quizzes were oonducted by Bob Blythe, Don Webster and Charlie
Wright while Bob Blythe read a Trackett Orinm eplscde,

Len and Josie put on a good feed and an enjoyable time was had by a!

Next meeting 1s the one at Margate on Sunday, Beptember 13the !lnd]: let the
Becretary know if intending to participate,.

UNCLE BENJAMIN

SBOTICE 70 LONDON CLUE MEMEERS:  The Landon UBBC Meeting for Septerber will be in the
AT
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forn of an cuting to Margate, A Li-seater R.A.C.S. coach (colour: maroon with crean
Jettering) will pick up members of the party ocutside the front main entrance of
Victoria Main=line Rallway Station at 10 &.me on Bundey, 13th September, lMembers are
asked to be there at 9,30 sl L0 ensure that the coach leaves promptly., The party
will proceed to the Nayland Rock Hotel, Margate, where lunch will be served at 1 psfe
After lunch the party will go (by coach) to Roselamn, Kingsgate, Later on the party
will return to the hotel for tea and the meetings

dz (Interesting Items from The
Editarts Letter-bag)

0g Do WADHAH (New Zealand)s Regarding Walter Fleping's coment on Ly article on
Wonder Library, 1 am sure he s quite right In concluding Noe 13, "The Grand Adventure,®
mas a reprint of a serizl that appeared in Chips Confc Cuts or the Funny Wonder,

And that "curlous fact about Nos, 15 and lé being advertised on the back cover of
No, 13 can be explained by good intentions that were frustrated, I have a complete
set of "Chips" for 1916, In every issue until May 20 of that year the Wonder Library
was extensively advertisede In 21l following nurbers not a word about *Wonder®
anywheres
1 feel sure Nos, 15 and 16 were never issued, but I am quite curious to learn what
the titles of the stories were going to bes Can Mre Fleming enlighten me?

DAVID (Seattle): Althot other illustrators vere good, I never quite enjoyed the
WAGNET, no matter how good the story, when Mre Chapnan's drawings were not used; to me,
no one elsels work was 'right,! The same of course applies o Mre Macdonald!s pictures
in the CEM, 1 was always distressed when the story, and therefore the illustrations,
brought the two schools togethery

1 would certainly subseribe to your Editorial Salutation to Mr, Chapnan, wishing
hin many rore years of good health and happiness, and thonk you for so aptly expressing
my sentiments in the name of all your readers,

(0lton): As one of our club members remaried once:= "Bunter certalnly v
Tade crime payl" 1 myself feel that Bunter was starred toc prominently in the later
staries, even though [ cheerfully admit that Greyfriars would have been infinitely
poorer without himb

,mﬂ;‘%ggh (Colchester)s The no quarter asked or given battle reging in the Nelson
Tee Colum, with the forthright determination of the Leeites and the skilful defensive
work of Roger Jenkins, is providing a fiery contest, full of interest for the ringside
observor, Possessing only three coples of the Nelson Lee, one hesitates to enter the
ring and venture on opinion, but when the final bell scunds the contestants should be
congratulated on a spirited battle that has given the Lee column a boost and added
intereste

Mﬁ%ﬂ}mﬁ (Bhepperton): I have L of the Mascot Bchoolboy Serfes published in 1947
ang the titles aret= 1, Top Study at Tophan; 2, Bunny Binks on the Warpath;
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3. The Dandy of Topham; L Sent to CoventrYs
I believe these were issued weckly as No, 3 refers to Harry Vane!s third week at
Tophan but the series seemed to come to an abrupt end with No, L although at Lide I
think the story in each booklet of 20 pages was jolly good value,
Incidentally, Tony Clynn has made on slip as the Headnaster of Topham is Dre

Chetwynd (not Dr, Carfax), Mr, Carfax is the Remove Fororrasters

{The Ric Kid's name was Kid Carfax, = ED.)
%EL%“.-"@ (Boctle): How about an article on Red Cirele, Dixon Hanke, and Rockfist

ogan? It would nake a change from those back=biting letters, [ amas keen as arnyone
on Charles Hanilton, but I realise he had his weak points, and I don't Leer Iy halr
because someche riakes a critical remark about him, Why canft everyone be friendly?
Thank you for a rost professional magazines
GEORGE. E?M (Shetfield): 1 preatly enjoyed Clarkson Rose's article, Did you hear
Tin on the radlo in Music Hell a fortnight agor He was great, What a rare 1ad is Dannyl
His diary is full of interest, bless hird
STUART WHITEHEAD (Fakenham): Congratulations on C.D. wihich goes from strength to
Strength, %PS Diary and Blade are ry favourites, but I read every word, Yes, even
down to York Duplicating Services at the boitom of the last pages
GERALD PRICE gﬂlminglmm): 1 was very impressed with the editorial in the August nunber.
T road 1t Just lmeediately before the leader in the Dally Mail recalling the outbreak of
the Great War, and both articles made the sane point regarding the wars being largely
responsible for the type of soclety in which we 1live to-day.

(A number of readers have written pointing out the simflarity between our editorial
and the leader of the Daily Mail on August Lth. IT was, of course, a coincidence, Our
editorial was written In early Julys =EDs)
Eq W, W, BTREET (Tounton): Your name was given to me by the British Museun regerding a
query I raised over a number of stories - 13 Pony or Post~Chaise stories, the first one
of which was written in 1886 and called "The Bristol Yogi Rat® {motto:r Let There Be
Truth) and other stories like The Black Bastard of oOxtord, The Jockey Bay, The Ccinder
Tacts, and the Ghosts of Davey Jones! Locker, All these horrible tales ware cautionary,
designed to be read by tiny children who attended the Post Chaise Schools and all over
the countrys ['m very keen to locate these stories and the suthor Who was Ae Je Daviess
They l;ee:?‘e designed to put fear into boys who were made to read them, Can you please
help

(Readers may recall that Miss Richmal Crompton, in her article in lost year?s C.Da
Annual, referred to this type of storys If any reader can help Mr, Street, please write
him, care of C.D, office, Your letters will be forvarded, =EDa)

REVIEW Richnal Cro

*HILLIAN A0 THE WITGH® et

Willian, Richmal Crorptonts bundle of mischief, is back to add glory to the yedls
In the new volume, the number of his adventures is reduced to five, though there is no
reduction In the quaiity, [f anything, he 1s more entertaining than evers

That gorgeous mass of femininity, Mrse Bott, features in two of the stories, She
1s one of Miss Crompton's most delicious confections, Probably the funniest story in
the book 13 "Mrs Bott and the Portrait® in which the massive lady decldes to have her
picture painted with Violet Elizebeths nMother and child,® as Mrs, B, wistfully
observes, B8he can't deeide on her artist, but It may be Tarquin Lane, related %o the
fanous Hubert, Targuin has done a rough sketch of Mrs, Bott and it has a vague look of
Mrs, Gamp, Tarquin showed Mrse Bott his sketche
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nind who 18 this meant to be, may I harsk?® she said grirdy,

Another gen 1s "Willian the Psychiatrist® with which the whole tasty meal cpenss
The title story, which eppears as nurber four in the 1list, Is probably the least funny
though it has 1ts moments,

Miss Crorpton is in sparkling form with "Willlam and the Hoop-La 8t21l," She
takes note of the "surmer Saturday season" of the English villoge when fete clashed with
tete, sale of work with sale of work, flower show with flower show. She might have
concluded "William and the Hoop=La Stall" with the wordst "This has been one of themi"

This latest Willian book should please everybodys [t will rejuvenate the not-so=
young, inspire the jJaded, and, of course, be just the gift for your favourite nephew or
nieces

The book is partially 11lustrated by Thonas Henry who died while it wos In
preparation, H1s successor, Henry Ford, who is responsible for the jacket and other
plctures in the bock, 15 good, making Willlan & Co look rather younger, vhich ls ne
disadvantage,

L

EDGAR WALLACE MYSTERY MAGAZINE No, 2 (Micron 2/6)

Ne. 2 maintains the high standard set by No, 1, The story by Edgar Wallace is short,
but shows the old raster at his best. Outstanding, also, is a neat psychological
thriller, "Mrs, Webber's Profession® by Jacques Pendower. "Cyanide City" in which Nigel
Horland introduces his famous character Mrs, Pym, keeps the reader on his togs, and Rex
Dolphints "The Last Bandit® is pleasantly original, Martin Thomas shows himself a master
of the short story technique In "Death Bentence," and Willlam H. Fear achleves plenty of
action in a longer tale "The Drug Bmugglers,” The True Crime story this month is re-told
by T. C. J. Jacobs, who gives a fascinating account of the Wilgwam Murder which cccurred
in the Cuildford district early in the last war. A blographical account of the late Edgar
Wallace is by no means the least interesting item in a tip-top programme.

Blaklan fans will be interested to know that Eric Parker 18 working on illustrations
for No. 4 of EW.M.M,., which will contain a 60-page whodunit, entitled "Killed with a
Loving Kiss," from the popular pen of Martin Thomas,

WANTED: Magnets No. 829, 873, 875, 862, 884, 888. §.0.L. No. 60.

DR. R. WILSON, 100 BROCMFIELD ROAD, GLASGOW, N.1,

Dall O'HERLIHY only wants 3 Magnets to complete his set:
Nos. 39, 768, 933. Very high price offered for same,
Write: Bill Lofts, 56 Sheringham House, Lisson Street, LONDON N.W.1.

NOW in Active preparation. COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 1964.
Please order early,

Baited by Erio Fayne, Excelsior House, Grove Rosd, Surbiton,
Duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shambles, York,
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