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THE BABY AND 'lBE BATH WATER: 
In an extremely interesting letter, C.D. r eader David Hobbs of 

Seattle makes the follovin& comaonts: 
"llhil e this group of hobbyists find s pl easure in certain readin& 

motorial of earlier years, and others , with equal nostalgia, admire 
different aspects of • wey of lite that "vae," we all basically lament 
and oeek to bonoUr j.n tbe pasaing (if not to recapture) some of the 

eaeential refinea11mts and .nicetiee to which society, as a whole, bad 

attained , despite the admitted prevalence of much that was not good . 
J.seumiilg that progr86S imp~ies a progresaive movenent upwards, it 

v..ud seam that at least as much tboµgbt and effort should be applied 
towards the retention of the eminently worthwhile as is devoted to the 
removal or improveJDent ot remaining inequities. But it doesn't SeBD 

to work that Va:J. Instead , each generation fails to learn moat of 
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what was valuable in the pr eooding one , so has to begin again almost 

a t the beginning ." 
llhat a wealth of truth there is in what Mr. Hobbs wrot e ! So much 

that was bad in the old days has been scrapped vi th advantage - but so 

much that wss good , too. 
Progress we muat have . 'ii thout it, our country would stagnate . 

Unfortunate:!¥ , the baby is often thrown 8lle:J with the bath water . 

Tll8 ANNUAL: 
Her e are eome of the great a ttr octiona in our gioot Year Book, 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL, which will be coming your We:J in December . 

Roger Jenkins gives us one of the finest articles he has ever written. 

Under th e title "Magic Seri es ,• he discusses some of the gems of 

literature to be found in the llagnet . It is !ln orticlo you will r e!ld 

time !Ind time again . Our own Dr. Spilsbury of the ol d papers , Bi ll 

Lofts , coces up trumps with "And Every Story NOT a Gem" in which he 

gives the Mmes of tho writ er s of all the subati tut e stories which 

appeored in the Gem. 
James W. Cook, whose "Letters froo St . Frank's" ore always so 

populor , gi ves us an intriguing story entitled "Monday Morning at St . 

Frank's.• Frank ShOII says "It Was the Extras I Liked,' and chats in 

his usual f aacina tin& sty l e on cer tain aspec t s of the old per iodicals . 

With tho intriguing titl e 'Gold Wot ches and Red Noses," Ger ald 

Allison discusses , with delicious bumour , those old , old adve rti se­

ments . Robert Kell¥ contributes an or ticl e on t he Kagnet, and pro­

vides food for thought w1 th some new slants on certain facets of some 

of the outstanding Greyfrilll's aer i es. 
lk>w'a that for a tester? There ' s plenty mor e to come. And 

r emember, the entire volume is lavishly illustr a ted with pictures to 

touch your hearts . Have you ordered your Annual yet? 
TllE EDITOR 

BOOKBINDING 

ALL TYPES 01' BIND DIGS U1!DffiTAKE!i: BOOKS RBBOOND OR REPAIBJ'1P: 

Q U ALITY WOR K M!NSHIP 

~ 3 BEATHERDEllE CLOOB, ~ .§ll!!!!.ll. TEL; MIT, }837 

Y A Ii TS n, 
DR, R, llILSOll, 

lagneta !lo. 829, 873, 875, 882, 884, 8138. S.O . L.No . 60 

100 BROOllFISLD ROAD, GLAScg,,. 11,1. 



Page .J-·-·-····-----···---······--··---···· .. ·-·-·---···-·-- ·-• 
OUR SECOND "Gffl.S OF HA!lllll'ONIA" OOMPETITION 

Once '38ain we invite r eaders to place six Gems of Hamil tonia in 
the order of th eir pref erence, This time, the items are the six from 
No, 7 (June C,D,) to Ho, 12 (this issue) . 

We ask our renders to consider each extract on its own merit 
alon e , and NOT t 6lce into consideration the sto ry or serie s from which 
the extr act was taken, Given loose with this issue is the entry form 
for the contest , This coupon contains a grid marked A to F. Under 
A mark the number of the ext r act which you consi der the most meritorious. 
Mark your secon d choice under B1 and so on until you have placed all 
six extr acts in your order of preference. Finally I in the few lines 
under the grid on the coupon, write a few words to explain whet caused 
you to decide on th e very best extr act . 

" prize of £1 will be awarded to the competitor whose entry comas 
nearest to the order as decided by the pop11lar vote . There will be 
at least two additional book prizes for runn ers-up, 

Closing date for the contest is October 21st, Following, to 
he l p you 1116ke your selections , is a summary of the six extr acts . 
~· Bunt er has p.it a d:rug into the coffe e of th e man who fills him 
with the utmost terror, Scared to the very soul, the boy watches 69 
the man drinks, The extract is a brilliant cameo of coward' a courage 
and of a man who never dreamed of danger from the fellow he utterly 
despised, It is an unusual pictur e of Billy Bunter, and , perhaps, one 
t hat Fronk Richards never surpassed , 
No, 8 (June) An "old boy" comes back to join in the study brew, r e­
membering his own schooldays in years long passed , Ending vi th a 
typical llomilt onism in the form-room, where t he boys are yearning for 
cl asses to end • 
.!!2......9. (July) A SUlllllOr scene this ti me - seven boys in a boa t on the 
Thames. Gussy on the high hor se , and a piece of soft sawder which 
might have worked the oracle had not Gussy noted t he wink which passed 
between Lowther and Manners. Fnding again with the typical 
Hamil toniem • 
.!!2...JQ (August) The cowboy at bay , wrrounded by his enemies , A fine 
ske t ch of the char acte r of the Kid - portra,yed in a few words , In any 
circumstances , he thinks of his horse• s safety before his own. A 
Cl'.llck-shot, he shoote only to disable , seldom to kill, With all hope 
long gone , the Kid is game to the l ast , 
.!!2....l1 (Sept ... ber) A brilli'l"t little .cricllet sequence . Stacey comes 
to the wicket , pr epared to betray hi s side rather than aid his rival, 
, ·, .. -_ .......... _NN l,.. ... 1 .. 00 - · . ... _.,.. .... _._,_.. ....... .. .... .. ..... .. ,__,_ ... .. ..... . .... , _,,.,. ___ ........... _, 
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.bDd Wharton ..,eting the tiictics of the t r aitor by bitting a boundary , 

thus putting out of his riv al 1 s r each the chance to let dovn his 

school. 
~ ( this issue) A short sketch froc vhat many consider the most 

eer ie llacil ton series of all. The shock as the boy suddenly realises 

the identity of the kidnapper. No heroics, here. The boy is scared -

and who wouldn I t be? 

~papen.-, 101nc to pot . Thl)'' tt full to lht brim. with ... . I n Ult Gem 

and th1 Nunet put together theN has on1¥ been one decent t ale l n tht Whole month. 

That on, ai.ory wa, callaj •Tht llnc • s P~ ... and even t.hat brl~a the war tn. 

tQI MJ• u. 11n1 t that thl .C.Orles IN ITf1 'IIIIOl"N. Jt. 1a lust that I •• &tttlnc 

older, Ind I'm not ao e&&,Y to plNH u I u.nd to be. Uta oot at all 11.ke tbat , of 

cour,e. I &lway1 Ima. a gOOd Jt.OrT tti.an t H t one, Ind l abl111 ban , It•• all Ult 

fault or the war. . 
Then: bas been nor.htn.g mch aood tn tht f1a&net thl1 month. tn th t rtrs t aeory 

•Chanced bJ' AdTer1lt.1, • NaulntNr ux.J&ht ht had 10,t Ill his aon11 , ., be aic-ted to 

wort bird , buC. ht wu ICCUNd of cheating tn an uaa. In the end thq pl"O'Yed ht hadn•t 

don t 1t • n ht found ht blm ' t l ost. hta moo17, All a bit 11117, 

In • The Greytrtara Spy HUnttr1,• the Otnwl 1:11Uter, Herr Cana, ltrt GreytrJra rc:r 

good, so that he oould go back to Germany. A new master cSH , and ht turned out to bt 

.. aosh, .. a cerwn IIPY. 
In •Won BJ Pluck ,• th e ONJtrlsrs chaps tried to btat St . J ta.•• ~ rautng IDON 

aoney tor tll• Prtnce ot Wale.s Wit' f'\o:I • T!lt ta1e, tbey ratald .u tbtn sto len • Ind 

l1artt Linley WU IU,Ptcted • *IUII he WU poor . 
• r 1111ung tll t ,.., told about Hany Whorton and Diel< 1l'll><>er btlnc can-led ,,,...,, to 

a Get'IIIII) dutrey er, which Md come ott Peu Bay. ni.ey "8N ordeNd to pUo t. the "11p. 

I only yuned mce durln& Ol:1 1to17 .. but th t )'81111 l uted all th e WQ' through the •torf· 
Wonde.r 1 didn't &t t 11//1 mouth twek . 

t..u t t.ale ta_ U\t l:IDnth wa, •t-bt Pbot.o Prise- tn which &any \tlartoo and co got the 

• craze tor photo&Nl)h,y Decaust • ntwlp8per ott ered D O r tr a pri se. 80--so. 
T?\I worst month Sn the Ka,n t t t ner Nl!Klber . 
Thert' 1 a chin&• oomtng about Sn the i...o cin ema Sn oui- toYr'I. Pltnt¥ or t.ht pro­

grai:ma 1t1ll con1l1t or a l ot ot one-reder1 Md "'°'1"t t l era , but they are &tttlna 

more Yt.r'J long 111.l:ls or Cbree ns tour ru11, Rbldl r:ltllll that one picture can lut 

neariy an hour. Ont or ar ct neau baa now sot QIO proJectors so t.ht7 don• t show th e 

caption Jtllch aa,1 1 &nd or Pon Ole - Part ho will follow lmed l at.111.• 
Thia montll I "8nt to 1,11 liar'7 Plclttord In •Tenlbel or the Storm country9 ~lcb 

waa In twr re el a. A.notJl.er t.lme I saw IV)" Cloae In ' The Lure or Londor, l'!lhioh alao waa 

In tour rttl.J: . 
ror three -*a In Septellbe:r our l.lntcia Crane, bad a wonderful ntw tMEntion oalled 

Edi eon IUnttont ~lcb aan t.alk lna plctuN,. I t wu done wt tb a kind or ~· 
llhtcb -.a ,q>lltlld , and the reoord1 1'tl't 11ntronlud with tb t 90Nen , Tt,q chanaed 

the plotuNa: enry, thret dll1• • , t •• •,Pl"f.lll"mllDi or th11 80C"t whtoh bed t:llkln& """'""'" 
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'P1ewres called • Faust . • •The Dear NUte'I end •ttarte LlDYd at Hocie.• I dldnt t really 
like ti'*! mch., end enj07ed llJob better the ordinary fllt:ls, •aroneo Bll l.Y Win., Outs m 
8 Jt.eyatone Comte called •OUr Country Cous ln.t8 fllhlch were tn the saoe progra::Ele. 

1 th l tit the '81.klng plow.res "ere PoPUlar, though, tor they have cooo back t or 
MOtber fortnight this month. 

The ye&r' s gre atest ertcketera were n8Q8d this conth, based on perfon:i.ances wlih 
bat or ball. They are J.W.H.T. Oougia.s; r .R. Foster : w.c. Crace; c. Hirst; J.B. Robbs; 
G.L. Jessop; w. Rhodes; P.F. Warner and r.&. Woolley. 

Doug otCEn buJs the Oreact\ouaht and War Pictor i al, as It Is now cnlled. It has 
. stories about Bil l Stubbs, the Cockney ii:e ro , who l s & aoldler at the tront. 

D"13 beys ae the Boys t Friend Rhc.:i !1..? ts tn e kl nd r:ood. It has o new series or 
schoOl stortea called •red-Up With roc ~ean• by Horace Pbllltps. Ttle ctiter chal'acter tn 
these stories 11 called Loder. How n: l'.'i 

There u al,o a new serial tr. t t'? s. r. by Henell 'Scott abcut .Nelson Lee and Nipper. 
I t ts cal l ed·~ Hts Hajeat.yta SeMt ce .. • ni.e editor says that ?1oJ:well ,Soott ts a doctor, 
and he ts very busy- Just na. as so mc,iy doctors have gone to the front . 

'tb& rirst storY in the Gem this conth was •r oe Mer!7' s Fl net.• He found o boby l n 
the woods. and didn ' t know Tl\ot to ao nt th lt, so htd tt In a ba9t.et. Levison found the 
ba,Set, OZ)(I then 50Clebod;y else founj l •, . It wos m.tul ptrfle. 

•scouts to th e Fore' was aboUt the St. Jlmt s eeouts 'fllho1 tn order to be original, 
went aft er sc:oe Germen sptes . 

in •The st. J tots .Ur,nerll Tom Hem & Co were caJTted nwoy tn a zeppelin flhlch had 
coce dOfllfl near st. J tm• s wltbout anyone nottclng tt. n,,e Gel1113ns were c.ros s - aonner 
end blitz.en - because HaMera took a photograph or tt. HMners1 photo r.tlght m.ke the 
1oae tho war ... achl Hctn Oottl When Tom Hen-y & Co got Oll8Y' tl"OCI tho .Huns, they found 
Lard CoMllY' tn Ito.J.1. SpagetttL SeprlstU 

In • TOD Merry&: Co on Guard' tbe country was :llort or T&rrltort als , so T0t1 and Co 
went auarcttng the r al1"8Y in ease there were MY Genmn aptes about. There werel 

Far and 8f#tl the onl1 cseeent t al e this montb was •The Ktngt s Pardor, l n 111\tch Talbot, 
the Tott, came b8dt. t o work on a rana 8' AbbotafOl"d. He aa'f'ed an u;trea.s train rroc 
bet,. ,recked b)r a cermn IPJ, 10 won hts pardon. so tar, he can •t coce back to St. 
J tu,.ia 88 he ttaa,tt 811'¥ CIODQ' .. 

There ls o cntr,- In our to-.,. owned by a c:ian call«! Schiltz •• He seem a ~ es, 
utn e nm , nn1 lt.UiJ aa.JS that he haa liv ed tn hls dairy tor more years Ulan She Cll.t'l 
reoem,er, end he t s very ktnd ,o Herybody. i CJ'OWd or peopl e broke all his "tn:to•, 
s.mShed hl a equl pi:nent, md threw wcs at hi s ca t-, tn cnse be ma a Oermn spy. Doug says 
h e ought to hlff• 1:IJn& a unJon J ack In hla wtndow to show everybody he waa Brtt l ah. 

There 18 a new 1tory In Comic Cuts called 11Tb.e Girl Who LOTed i Satlor,• Hart i n 
-Steel, the detecttn , still appears · fl'ler'1 Nonttay in this pai,er-. The Red ROYers still 
play football, but Chef ha1'C all Joined up. Tom, the 1'tdt et or Lean l'lan, ts still 
betnc chased b)' P.C. Fat rytoot. I hope they won• t both 1otn th e al"QY. 

An ~ lng thOUght b&l!I lust struck me, I .:>nder 'fltlether Bonestortl t s a Gen:ian name. • 
Jt ,ruoo, a btt auc,tctous to me, l wonder 'ltlether I ought to mite 90tl8 enquiries. 

~: OM8 AnnUals betON 1ear 1921, Also O. B.B' s an.1 ea:i.lca betot"e year 1940. 
Co9d-prtcea pntd • 

.lppl)': }9, PSI RO@, WTIXltlj KlRSH, HI(Jf WYrottg:, !lS'i· ______ ... ,_... . ---· · ,._,., _______ ,._,_._, ___ ,.,,.,,,,_ 

§!I.Ii: :.i:~•;g,1~~.-:n::~~,:~~~le; r.~~·B~::;;..!~~~s's' 
£1,10.0J. ~ Sezton Bl akes (new aertef) Mo. 4 to 148; t4 Sexton .Bl akes t,:t, 4~. 
6d No. :,<)3 to 7'3 l:7,2.6d. . . 
.w.mM; 58, SW!ffMc W, 61ltW, mml· .. ,,._, ___ ,..,,.. , , ..,,,,,,,..,.,. __ , __ _ ,,.,.,. __ ww ___ ,,,m,.,,--, 
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Conducted by JOOBPll1NE PACKIWI 
27, Archdaj.e Road, East Dulvich, l(!ndon, s,E,22 

I re,ret to say tbo.t unless 1111,Y material is · forthcoming by the 

end of October £T THE LA!l'&ST, Blaldana for November vill be OIIE PAGE 
ONLY, Josie · Paclmlan 

RETURN OF SEXTON BLAKE 
As exclusively announced in Collectors ' Digest a month or bto 

"80 , Sexton Blake is coming back, !nd at laat he is to appear 1n a 

format vhich vill do full credit to the man vho, for so man,y years , 
must have bees the moat po?>lar detective characte r in tho world's 
fiction, · 

The nev Sexton Blake Library vill be fllll -scale papeX'-back 

editions , There vill be tvo nev issues every non th · at 2/6 each . The 
first tvo issues will be on sale in February next , · 

Mr, V. Boward Bakor , the editor of the books to be published in 

this enterprise, givea us information which vill surely """"' the hearts 
of all our readers, llr . Baker believes that the wheel of popular 
taste in detective fiction has . coms fUll circle . Be believes that the 

public has tiNd of the sexy , hard-drinking , vise-cr acking , Ame:dce.n 
ins pired "private eye,• lll'.ld is rsady for a rsturn to tho typically 
English detective , makillg his shrewd deductions and following them up 
in the atmosphere which is beloved of countless admirers of detective 

sto ri es . In the view of Collectors • Digest, llr Baker is abeo lu tely 
right . Ve hope and believe that the forthocming series of Sexton 

Blake stories will be more popular than ever before , · 
There are many aspects df the ne,1 series which csnnot fai l to 

appeal and intrigue our readers, Gone from the sto r ies vill be the 
chromium-plsted settJ:ng of Berkeley Square . The nev look forntla vill 

be very much in th e background . Though BerleleySquare Organisat i on 

will still exis t, 1 t will merely handle overflow w~ k, . . · . 
Sexton Blake hi.meelf will be back in Baker Street , with Tinlcer , 

.as in earliAlr da,ya, Pedro will be there 1 on the mat, at Blalm'a f !l!t, 



~~8--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Mrs, Bardell will be there in charge of the domestic arrangem ents , 

Blake baa had his large Baker Street house converted into a llWllber 
of offices which he bas l et off to variOUJ! f irms , Some of these firms , 
and their dubious act ivities, mey well euppl,y the material for some of 

Blake ' s cases , Blake's own flat is at ths top of the building, 
Pedro is mo.ldilg a como-back with a vengeance , He will be far 

more than ao ornament on the mat , During the first si:x conths , Pedro 

will be pla;'ini eubstantial parts in CllSes which will be worked out in 
Britain ' s countryside , Tinker , certainly , will be more t he char acter 
we used to love, and less of the dar:!e-chasing YOUll8 cian about town, 
Sexton Blaks himself will be a man of high principles whoo we can set, 
core or l ess , on a pedestal as of yoro, Too much dolliance wi t h sex 

and violence will be no feature of these new Sexton Blake stories , 
Anott,er most f!"'cinating f!'ctor of the . new Sexton ]!lake series is 

that one in four of the sto r ies will be a re pr int of a past master­
piece in the Blake saga , That is to say that of the twenty- four 
stories to be published in the first two years, si:x, at l east , will be 
a r eprint of a story which won acclaim between f915 and 1963, If tau 
have in mind aay particular story which you loved long ago and which 
you think would prove popular in this dey and age , Mr, Howard Baker 
would be pleased to hear from you, His addres s is 82, Girdwood Bd, 

Putney, London S ,11, 18, 
The future is bright and rosy for Sexton Blake fens - and they 

are legion , lie congratula t e Mr, Howard Baker on his ent erprise , 
further particulars will be given in next month' s Collectors' Digest, 

The lle.il,y Telegraph is shor tly publishing an article by E, S, 

Turner, vorld -f8CIOus writer of the best-seller; "Boys Will Be Boys, • 
The article will be lavishly illustrated in full colour , 

!Ir, & lira, Len Packman, our own Sexton Blake experts , have been 
visited in their home at East Dulwich by a D\lJ!lber of Daily Telegraph 
photographers vi th a battery of cameras and br ight lights , About 

forty photographs were taken of !Ir, and !!rs . Packman I s wonderful 
Sexton Blake collection, and , of course, of other papers dear to Digest 

readers . The fomous "bust " of Sexton Blake is ono of the moet rare 
and cherished collections of Mrs, Packm!>.n, This featured in &CICIO of 
the photographa taken , It is to be hoped that plenty of the picture s 
will be used in the Telegraph ' s colour !l.lppleaent , Vatch for thecl, 

THE GQBOON CARR , ALLAN BLilR CQNTRQVOOY by Derek Adley 
I was most int er ested to read of tho r ecent controversy over the 

naroe of Gordon Carr that Bill ,Lofts hBs discovered in official records . 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----p~ 
Contrary to Harry Dowler' s fin, conviction that Gordon Carr was a 

nOOHle-plumo of V. J . Beyfie ld, I am just as convinc ed that the y wer e 

two differ ent individuals. I have in ey possess ion the two si&ne,tures 
of V. J, Beyfi eld and Gordon Carr, end al though I don ' t prof es s to be 
a handwriting expert , they ar e in "'II huoble opinion wit hout question 

the hands of two different people. 
In fairness to Mr. Dowler, h<lwever, I should poin t out t ha t Mr. 

Beyfield was not the sole author who used the nom-de-p lume of 'Allan 
Blair' as Gordon Carr also wrote under this name in var ious pibli cotions 
including Boys Realm end Union Jack . 

Personslly I doubt if the whole mystery will ever be clear ed up 

now, and it is a great pity that V. J . Beyfield is not alive to throw 

SOl:le l f8ht on the ca tter, Pure ly on theory I would soy tha t Gordon 
Carr was t he or f8inator of the 'Allan Blair' pen- name, end V, J , Bo.y­

field took the lllllle ovor on Carr ' s death or sudden di sappe!ll',ince in 
the 1900 period , This ca,y explain t he f act of vl\y some coll ec t ors 
including the l ate Herber t leckenby and indeed Mr, Dowler have r eaarkod 

in the past that ' Blair ' was at his best in the very early days , a'ld 
his writing greaUy de teriorated in l a ter years , The explanat ion be i ng 

simplY that G, Carr waa t he betto r vri te rl 
I have no doubt that l!r, Dowler as en avid re ader of the ' Allan 

Blair ' stories can t all the sty l e to a certain extent, but I would 

point out, without I hope causing offence, that he once wrote in the 
S .P .C, that ' Malcolm Doyle ' was a nom-de-plume of V, J , Beyfiel d , This 

has since been proved wrong by the late C, II, Hincks te lling me i t was 

his own nom-de-pluce end which was later confirmed by official r ecords , 
I am also doubtf\Jl over some of the othe r pen- naces Bllid to be 

those of V, J , Beyfiald - in particular, Edgar West. I wonder where 

this info l'Clltion origina ted from? 
In clo si ng, I do not think that Mr, Dovlor can be blamed f or tho 

wrong assw:iption tba t Carr and Blair were both nom-de-plumes of V, J , 
Beyfiald as the r e was definitely soce obvious connection or , I should 

883 coll abor atio n, be tween the two authors V, J , Bayfi eld end Gordon 
Carr in the ear ly years of this century, 

A Jmi PEN NAME OF E1 S1 BROOKS! By .., • o, o, Lofte 

Undoubtably Edvy Searles Brooks ' cl aim to f ace in boys fiction 

was his brilliant school s tori es of St , Frank ' s in th e IIE!SON IEE 

LIBRARY, A fa c tor , goner allY for gotte n, is quite apart from t his, he 

would still be remembered today for bis largo outp.1t ot Sexton ·Blake 

.!'tories in the UJIION JACK and S£ll(TOI! BJ.A!CE_ LI.!!!!!RY · --------
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Personally , I have alwaye greatly enjoyed his stories , and his 

own crea ti on \!ALDO THE llONDm!WI, who cay have been inspired by a 

London coroner namely Dr, Waldo, All edito r s I have met have praised 
B, s. Brooks - not only for his error-free l!l(l!luscripts, rut for always 
getting his oopy well ahead of schedule, One su~tor on the Sexton 

Blake Library in the 2<l' s, oonfessed that he looked forward to reading 
and enjoying his stories before they appeared in print, 

llan,Y Sexton Blake enthusiasts , I know, collect work of vri ters of 

the Baker Street detective in othe r fields , and thllt of cour&e includes 
B, S . Brooks! .Famous for his Victor Gunn and Berkeley Gray novels , and 

per haps inflllllOUS for his work in the IW:NE'l' and GEii substitute stories , 

though it shoUld be r ecorded that Roger Jenkins personally pr aised one 
of his St . Jil:11 s tales ' MISUJiDEllSTOOD1 , whilst I thought his Greyfriars 
yarn ' Tllll MYSTERY OF MAIILY1 quite good, and reaaonably passable llB a 

' Prank Richard8 1 yarn to boys at the time of Jllblication . 
The IWiY S&UU8l BROOKS Bibliograplzy produoad by Bob Blythe was a 

godsend to oollectors, as they could see at a glanc e his work in other 
fi e lds , Bob would be the last person to claim that it was 1oo,' com­
plete, and in fact we both agreed that Mr, Brooks had probably penned 

more stories in the very early days than he had claiJ:,ed , He must have 
done this to ensure a reaaonable living ! Starting his career in THE 
GEJI in 1910 writing seriala under the DSl:l9 of ' ROBERT II, oc»4RAilE' he 

did vary little writing indeed, until 1912 1 when his Sexton Blake 
stories in the 1},J , appeared , pl us of course his substi t ute work for 
the Cocpanion papers alr eady cientioned, · 

Inforcation reacbed m recently , that E. s . Brooks was a oontriru­

tor to Ti!B BOYS HE2UID and CHEER BOYS CIIK!R, and I lost no time in 
checking thia infon,,ation to see if it was correot . There have been 

one or two critics of ' Official r ecorda ' la t ely in the C, D, - which 

have probably upset collectors ' own pet theo r ie s , and in chocking the 
' Official reoorda ' in this respect it only proves how right docucentsry 
evidence which is legal and binding acoording to the Jllblishers ia. 

Mr, 8 , S , Brooks was indeed a contributor to these papers , and a chsck 

at tho British Museum fil es quickly locawd his stories in question . 
' NORMAN GR&VFS' was a pen- name used by E, S , Brooks in TllE BOYS 

l!liX.I.LD .&!ID CllEliR .OOYS cm;:i;:a, Stod.es so fer located , aro as follovs: ­

BOIS Hffllill• 415 July 1st, 1911 till 425 Sept. 9th , 1911. 
Serial "The Stow8>1ay.1 s (bi.est• featuring a British boy fighting 

ogainst RufUs Crang and his Marlsllous 11,ydroplens, 
BOYS IQIRALD: 441 Dec. ,ow, 1911 • 
Complete story "Plying to Victory , or the Rival J .. viators• featuring 
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a Victor Maitland, 

CHEER BOYS Cl!5ER: No. 11 "The Maley Guide" - Complete s tory 
about Borneo, 

It is quite possible that a ser ie s of detective stories were 
written by him, plus another long serial about Professor Stee l and his 
phantom submarine , but these tales were anoeymous and require further 
checkl.Il8, 

To satisfy the doubtful coll ector, who mey say quite rightl y that 
E. S . Brooke has never claimed to have writt en under t hat name, when he 
cer tainly remembered the 1910 ' Rober t W, Coc,rade' nom-de-pl ume, to use 
an expression which was recently criticised ' beyond all doubt ' , I wrote 
to Mr, E, s. Brooke, and his r eply was as follows , The word 'CAN' in 
capital letters was the author' s own wording ... , 

''with regard to your query, You I re asking me to go back a l ong 
wey .... over fifty years, Strangely enough, I CAN r emember writing 
under t he name of !!ORMAN GREAVES, for a paper cal l ed CHEER BOYS CHEER, 
and I believe it was under the edito r sh ip of Hor ace Phillips. The 
name of the serial THE STCWAWAY' S QUEST is a l s o fami l iar to me .... and 
even Harry Bedford and Rufus Crang, I was quite a boy at t he time ... " 

So all you Sexton Blake fans who coll ect cate rial of author s in oth er 
fields , can now search for any NORMAN GREAVES material, If I cay be 
excused S8ain for using the expressi on , I think I have safely est ab­
lish ed beyond all doubt that this was a pen-name of E, S, Brooks , 

TINKER - AS SEEN BY PIERRE WIRaJIE By Eric Fayne 

Dr. Forneau r eached for the regi ste r, opened it, and t ook up his 
pen, His pale green eyes surve yed Tinker fr om above the stee l-r immed 
spectacles that perc hed on the end of his stubby nose , 

"Your surname i s Smith , " be purred ; "and what is your othe r 
name?" · 

"My othe r name?" ejawlated Tinker . "Why do you ask tha t ?" 
A mere mnttar of form," was the airy respons e , "fu t it does not 

matte r. One name is as good as anothe r, We will sey Maurice ," 
He wrote in the register, murmuring the name "l'lBllI'ice Smith " to 

himself, 
Then he looked up S8ain and asked: 
"And your age?" 
Tinker was bewilde r ed . He didn I t know what to make of it. He 

experi enced a sudden surge of irr i ta t ion , 
"What th e deuce has my age to do with you?" he demanded, 
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"It is of no consequence ," purred Dr, Forneau , "One age is as 

good- as another." He smirked. It was evidently one of his stock jests. 
He added: "We will s,zy twenty." 

He wrote in the book, and then sto l e e glance at Tinker, 
·•Eyes bl ue , hair brown,• he muttered . 
Those fev lines are t aken from the 'Pi erre Quiroul e story "The 

Slave r' • Secret.• In them we find a glimpse of Tinke r' s appearance, 
as the &1thor himself saw hie. 

The w,zy tlie &1t))Or presented Blake and Tinker made en enormous 
difference to the appeal of a · story to the r eader. I alweys thought 
Pierre Quiroule unsurpassed in the way he handled the two main charao­
ters. And his secondary characters _ :Granite Grant, Mademoiselle Julie , 
Sir Vrymer Fane, and Bertrand Charon were equally good studies. 

Tinker, who drove Blake's Rolls -Royce, "The Grey Panther ," was 
alw,zys depicted as a young man of approaching twenty. 

Apart from the P. 1.1. stor i es , I was not en avid Bl ake reader , but 
I iiever ·read anything in the S . B.L. l!hich neared anything like the same 
quality. I believe that, publis hed now, they would be best sellers , 
The detection described and the skilful planning of the plots were 
superior to 1DOst modern crim e tales. Maybe, one d,zy I some estute pub­
lishe r will re-issue theo . Slight shrinkage would not hann them, for 
p .Q. was always verbose, but they would probably be more successful if 
no attempt was made t o modernise them. They would win their wey as 
s tories of the roaring nineteen - thirties. 

Part of their charm was the verisimilitude of the backgrounds . 
Seldom did P. Q. set a story in Ruri t enia, · · 

Two stories I have re cently r e-read vi th great enjoyment are "The 
Mystery Box" and "The Mystery of No, 7 Bitton Court.• Oddly enough, 
both these storie s are ext ens ions of old tal es which once appeared in 
th e Union Jack , 

"The Mystery Box" has l ong been my favourite of all Sexton Blake 
stories . Thrills, 11Umour1 and clever detection are blended wit h en 
overall charm of writing , making en unforgettabl e tale, 

The Bitton Court story is nothing like so good . It is possible 
to detect the original Union Jack sequences, vri tt en years earlie r be­
fo re the vri ter acquired the pleasant, r eadable sty le of later years, 
In consequence , Bitto n Court t ends to read unevenly, end parts of it 
jar, There is no such demarkation in "The Mystery 'Box. • 

Did any other writer I apart from Pierre Quiroule I utilise hie old 
Union Jack tales in this wey? Idly, too , ·1 wonder whetlier the editor 
knew tha t the writer was using his .old stories . from the U,J, on whi_;h,, 
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to beee new S,B,L. tales . 
I think that , wi thout doubt , Pierre Quiroule , waa the most re­

printed of &l.l the Blake suthors . Many of hie old U . J . stories were 

extended into S .B.L . novels, and &l.most a ll of his S.B . L. stories were 

published twice in the S,B ,L. It could be that someone, apert from me, 

r egarded Pier r e Quiroule as the greatest Bl ake writ er of them all . 

HAMILTONIANA 
Do You Recember? By Roger M, J enkins 

!lo. 51 - Magnets 99'.H OQ4 - llallas series 

1927 was in many weys n clicax in the writing career of Charles 

Hamilton . The Rookwood series in the Boys' Fri end had coce to an end, 

and he was destined to writ e very few St . Ji.Cl's stories from this ti.me 

onwards. Greyfriars , however, was only on the threshold of its f,..e 

and fortwle in 1927: practically al l tho f81!lous series were yet to 

come, The Dallas series, which ran from late spring t o early SUllllller 

was a reciarkable collection of individual stories which augured so 

promisingly for the future. 
This seri es was probably never bette red as a characte r study of 

Vernon.Smith at his worst . His father had befriended Paul Dallas , the 

son of an old friend, and sent lili2 to Greyfriars , Vernon.Sci th was 

bitterly jealous of tho new boy, and was not slow in letting both the 

Remove and hie father know hie feelings . A grand climax came half wey 

through the saries , when Mr. Vernon.Smith t ook Dallas off to Monte 

Carlo for tho holideys , leaving bis own son at school , whilst Redwing 

decided to leave Greyfr iars becsuse the Bounder, in a fit of unjustifi­

able rage , taunted him with being the recipient of bis father's bounty 

- the MemoriAl scholarship specially founded for Redwing to win . Having 

alienated the sympathies of his fathe r , his best friend, and the whole 

of the Remove, Vernon.Smith was an outcast indeed - the lone wolf that 

Charles Hamil ton could depict vi th sympathetic yet penetrating insight . 

No holidey episodes were related , and in th e very next number the 

new term had begun . A Head I s inspection of the Remove s ';i;.dies was 

decided upon and, having advance notice of it, tho Bounder planted some 

incriminating evidence in Dallas I s desk, with the inevitable result 

that Dallas was expelled . 9ell~cted nrrivnl of Ferrera Locke 
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managed to overtbroV this plan , and the Bounder' e cunning gradually 
beCB111e of lees nvail ll8 hie trickery became exposed , Eventunlly , 
D4114B' e father turned up , and vhen Dllllas decided to leave Oreyfrillra 
and go abrosa vi th his father Vernon-Smith reluctantly came to believe 
that Dallas Vll8 not the pushing interloper he had so firmly believed 

him to be . 
Charles Hamilton had a masterly oontrol of situation . Ho once 

told ce that whon vri ting his stories he oould imagine the expressions 
on his characters ' facee ae they spoke, the story vae so real for him , 

In a story of joolous vindictive plotting, vith man.y arguments between 
various chsrootore , there 1a no room for a f alse move, Unleas the 

author can oonvince all his r eaders that each character is re-acting 
to every ai tuation as his nature impels him, the whole plot will fall 
orll8hing to the growld , There vas not a aingle false note in this 
in tri8uing serioa, 

Altbouet, Dallas left in l!agnet 1004, the situation at the end of 
tho series vas far from resolved , Redvi.ng' s return vae r el at ed in the 
fnmoua South Seas aeries in the SUllll>8r of that year, and Vernon-Smith• a 
redemption was a gradual proces s , In l!agnets 1007- 1009 he was again 

featured as a lone wolf , but this time as the hero in a much pleasanter 
atmosphere, and so the Wfl3 Wll8 peved for him to become the attractive 
young rascal that Qiarlea llacil ton portrS3ed so well wit h the eure wt 
li,rht touch that lasted throughout the Golden Age of the l!agnet , That 

deft touch disappeared, lllllB, after 1935 - but that is anoth er story , 

Im Is BS OOll'ffiOVFJlSIAL 

No, 80: THE HARD Q'JRE 
Long, lo"8 ago, I pointed out to tho editor of tho Gee that some­

thi"8 in o story did not ooincide vi th somethin& we had l earned in a 
1a11ch earlier story . He r eplied , in gentle reproof: •rt is quite 
icpossible to regard the etory of St . Jim 's as a whole, • 

But that, in fact , was woot the bard core of St , Jim's, Greyfriars , 

and St. Frank' s fans wanted to do, J.nd it was for that r eoeon that 
Gems, l!agnets, and Nelson Lees were saved in such numbers, whil e ot her 

papers , which bad no such oontinuing etories , were r ead and t hen cast 
mt83, 

In real life, Barry llharton & Co would not have been in the Rem:,ve 

for lo"88r than three tercs , Ve all knew that quite well, But common­
saneo was euapended when we read our favourite papers , year af t er year . 
'ie w1l t and maintained our own illusion s , So when we read oome item 
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vhich gave the negntive to something ve had read years before, ve fe l t 
annoyed about i t. 

Last month, in this oolwnn, I touched upon items which jarred in 
the poet-war Bunter stories . Billy Bunter am Wally &inter changed 
places in a fascinating ser ies published in 1919 or thereabouts . In 
1955, the eame thing happened again - and nobody a t Greyfriars r e­
cal l ed that it had happened before, Our herd core grumbled about that 
sort of thing. If it did not shatter our illusions it dented them. 
Were ve unreasonab l e to have any illusions at all? 

The classic example of long- term incons i stency was the case of 
Levison. He was expelled from Greyfriars, as Magnet readers lmev , and 
as Gem readers were informed on many occasions in blue-cover days . 
Common-sense told us , as we grew older, that if Levison had been 
expelled from Greyfriars, he would never have been acce p:ted at a schoo l 
like St . Jim' s. But ve had no time for oommon-sense when ve knev for 
a fact that he ~ been expelled . 

And then, in the twenties , the rumour got around that Levison had 
been expelled from Greyfriars, and Tom Merry 8' Co vere shocked ( though 
they had known it all the time end so had we) • 

And it turned out that Levison hadn 't been expelled ( though we 
knew he had), end we accepted it, bec,iuse it was a fine series, that 
one in the twenties, end it could never have been written at al l if 
history had not been diatorted to suit the occasion - end, of course, 
only the hard core knew the actual facts of the csae . 

Tl>Dre vas a classic case in the red Magnet. Bob Cherry vas 
expelled on the vord of Vemon-Smith , though not long before Bob had 
been instrumental in saving the Head from the evil intentions of 
Vernon-Smith's father . The hard core felt that the Head was ungr a te­
ful to expel Bob. Bu:t if the Head had not forgotten what the hard 
core remembered, the author oould never have written whet was a 
sensa tional and outstanding series in its dey . 

For me, the Stacey series of 1935 was Frank Richards' gr eates t 
school story. It containe everything vhich makes th e per fect school 
tale . But some have criticised the Stacey aeries on the ground that 
l!r , ~e lch did not show th e perception for which he was noted. He was 
acting out of character in preferring Stacey , a newoomer, to Wharton , 
whose ste rling quality he knew down the years. And Mr. Quelch would 
never have made a favourite, as he did for a time in the Stace y series, 

Is the hard core right? For the Stacey series , which many of us 
agree was Frank Richard s at his moot super b, could hardly have been 
written at all, had not Mr. ~lch proved himself a littl e less than 
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There were , of course, pl enty of other little things of thie kind 
which jarred the hard core down the years. Often, no doubt, it was 
for gett'Ulnesa on t he part of the author, 88 in the case of Sefton who 
was expelled from the llew !louse in the vhi te cover Gem, and then turned 
up again in his old role of llew House pref ect as late as 1939. . 

· Those who remained constant for year after year probably numbered 
a f.,. lnmdreds compared vi th the tens of thoueands who ·reed the papers 
every week. One in fifty, ma,ybe, knew when eoaething was written into 
a story which r ef\J.t ed what had gone long bef ore. 

, 'ias editorial and autho r' s policy r~ht in l argely ignoring the 
hard cor e? To some extent it was, for 111Sey fine stor ies could not have 
been vri tten had too much attention been pe1d to, what had previously 
been related. 

The poin t is whether the hard core was of service to the old 
papers in gener al and to Charles llsmilton in particular. I think it 
ilolst have been, in th e same Wtzy that supporters• associatione end non­
playing members ar e of benefit t o spor ts clubs. The sale of Bunter 
books to the hard core ma,y only be a drcp in the pond compared vi th t he 
total sales neces sary to make the publication a success, but a sal e of 
a few hundred books at 11/6 a time 1e not , at any rate, to be sneezed 
at , 

I think Charles l!amilton qht, with advantage, have renembered 
the hard cor e a little more often, A few remini scences in a story 
alvll,YII deli8hted t he "old •uns,• rut they did not often occur. 

One of the moat renarkable reminis cences occurred in a St , Jim's 
story in a post-war Tom Merry Annual, when the autho r referred to the 
occasion when Binks, the page, pl tzyed ghost, and vent round the secret 
p<1Ssage giving the eeri e three tape on the wall. The Binks s tory j' 
appeared in the Gem in 1906, and it was odd that it should be mentioned '· 
in a tale wri tte n fifty . years later. Odd - rut pl easant. It was , 
indeed, odd tha t Charles Hamilton should have remmbered the occasion, 
llor,nally he did not seem to have 1111dl recollection of the stories he / 
wrote in th e blue Gem and the red Magnet. 

As, I camnented last month, a few reminiscences in the first post­
war Greyfriars story would have made a pleasant li ttle pot-boiler into 
a memorabl e tale. 

Sexton Blake and Nels on Lee are really outside the scope of this 
colllllll, rut the greates t instance of a SI111b to the hard core was found 
in the New look of the Sexton Blake Library, The hard core was 
j etti soned, Whether it proved to the advantage of the S,B,L. is a 
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question. 
I ~ieve that there vere some changea towards the close of the 

Belson Lee, I am voDdering whether those ch8llgeB mi8ht hsve been , pert 
of the cause of the untimely end of a very popliar paper, If our Blake 
8lld lee fBDB care to send 1D 8ZI:f vievs on the mntter, ve vil:l pass them 
ov~ ~ the Blakiana 8lld Lee ColUlllllS, 

Q,?N'1RQYl!Sui. ECBQI§ 

~o. 78. THE RIO m•s GQUHUNE 
~iet~a~e:~1::e::1um~ ~w·~J: ~.:~~~t~!s 
could not be NpQblllbtd Sn book t om •ltbollt ClruClo prunsnc. Whlle th! eoonomu ot 
the boot WOl"ld al&bt dnBDd tbtl• the rem.le.a would be dlauc.rov.. Bow aou.ld· one abrld&• 
Cb:I Stacey or t.b1 bt.er COtrt 111'1H wlebwt IPC)lll,w t.bt cr,erall ett teC? The StaceJ 
Nrtt1 runs t.o .,.. }6o,ooo .ard•• but tt 11 not a won!: too . 1orc. w, CM' t baY• our 
cake and ,a , It. w, can•t 11q In one brNib that H.S.lt.on was c.bl tlDHC. a1thor ln the 
tltld• and ln tbl nui tbat bis beat .:n. tQlld nNd dl'Utlo prualn& blron n could be 
publlmed. 11111"1 an, ot ocu-,e, a num>tl"' ot ... 111 Cbat wo.Ud benetlt troll abrldl_n,. 
but lt 11 blCCIII or lbtl tact. tblt tbel' dcm•t rate aa H•Uton•• tlnt st wo$. 
~: 1'!11 -.ln NNOn 'RIU' tbt R.lo lld t.a111 _.. neTer publhll.ed ln book rora II 
~ ,1 .. 1nc tectmtoal t1TOr Cl'l the part ot the aiUIOr. Brook.I, too , WU guilty ot 
this. t re rer to 1lbat 'ta comonl7 tmlld •a.atbOr' taJ.ttas.• An autbCJr ,hould nner 
lntnJde hit own ptracaallt.Y, oplnlcna, er 1tat..entl tnto rtctlon. 'to do so drU8 
attention to Cb• autbor, 111d ..., troll tbt lf'Ar/. 
~~51£: I CMlnOC. let th e .oooulcn p.au without brln&IO& t.o th t notice ot 

- In& 11blob tbe trlt«" ot tbt Contl'OTC"alal .,peen el Cber not co mow or not 
to con1lder worth .anttonlna, .. RIMll', that f'N'lk Richard• wrote a t'Ull•lq,tl'l, . weat.em 
DOYel .,. 71ar1 l!IIO• I refer to •1tLe t.ene,tu.an/ publllhtd by •tl ent.tc Bo<*: co. Ntn1 
ot _.. aoqua lntaneu think ,er, blgh)J' -ot It, and tb.lNI II one ac>e0t. ,blch lboUld lnt eN1t 
enotber emtr'lbutor to Olia Auauat Ol&eat. The om_. or tbe Ber4ff-,. Rancb ls Colonel 
Carf8" 

-~ I ~ ·t agre e wlr.b ycu lbcllt -,terna. £Yen, u a cblld I dlsllked tbn 
~I can ntTtr understand ,bJ MJ&h, lpnnt bulllu, flltlo onl,1 bad the 
1nient1ence to lo<*. arter cows on bot, dult)' plains, were enr llllde lnto heroes with 
a talN bl1to17 ot htro tc1. 

JiBlWDl add& Reeder le llJ cl_.lY lllalnterpNi.d the arc.tole. '!'MN wu no dlr 
pan11aent or the Jiaenet In Ccntnmralal lfo. 78. tn N&>l.1 to read..- Cock, auNl.7 nery 
IIIE'ltlr proleci& ,me ot bts perlOMlltJ lnto bts ,rttlaca. I u,ure rader Coocllead 
that • ban a oop7 ot •!be Lone Tuan' at th.II ottloe. NI" Wallaet llfl be rl&bt aboUt 
cowbaJJ, bui I wctld .. titlether Ille bu read an, R.to lid stort ea. ~nc need • 
pl ent,1' ot tnUlll&tnce and qult.e a IJ>()t or pluct. rro. UM preunt i:r•~ ot bfft, 1 

,· lh:luld Cbtnt ~· are wealtb1 .en, ChaUCb thtnc • h8'N altc'ed elnce c.b.e Rio ltd rode 
tlle n.nct•• And, a, we •n,toned ~en lut llOfttb, t.he Rto ICld'• na.e ._. Cartu. 

®!ffli \o¥.!,. I J:;!.1:=;o ..=!!!!"~;°~ w;!1~~ a!' .:O~!•aa!: a~.!: :-;11 
Echo on the to rr, ,nd then the otber ,.,.thlrd1 can-led on aboUt other cbarac.tc"a, re­
pri nts , a.lid ibe decline or tbe c-. Le"YIIOfl'• ntona bad no"Cb.lnc t.o do wlth tbe topic, 
and Hr. BakN" 11 ~ ott-.lde whim be siat~ Cbat LfflDl w a mjcr ~~ ln WC-
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(ED;ITORINc COttffls We aN pleased to rein.st.ate Hr. Sellars' under-Uned Echo. He is 
right l'lhen he suggeats that some Echo eontrJbutors WS')der rrcn the point . They do , and 
they often send Jn EcilOes N\lch are core than twi ce th e length ot the parent Contro Ter­
stnl article. Host Echoes are edltorlaUy pruned, and we se lect the it.cm., which are 
Ukely to be or Ule lilOSt lntereat to our reae1era. nr. -Bdcer1 s tt e:. was Cl.It constdera.b!T, 
but we retained the portion which n thought fll'OUld be ot Interest , enn thoogh tt <lrtrted 
tlW¥ trom the theme or the parent article. The edttort s decision on aieh matters rii.si be 
ttnal. No doubt th e old boy i:wtes mtstllkes, but he does hi s best .) 

R006R JDOOJ§i I bat'e rollOllted with keen Interest the r ecent llttl e oontroverq aboo.t 
ine Slbatttut.e stories , end can posatbl.¥ 8dd to the dlxuH t on by ltat l ng l:IY' experience 
u Hamiltoni an librari an or the London Club. In twelve years J haVe had 126 dJUtNnt 
people bon'o,rlng rroa , the library , s.i at Pf'U ent about 50 t>orrowera have 30J.19 900 Ke,gneta, ... 
ceas, and s .OJ..s. out on loan. 111.eae borrowers obviousl,f represent reeular end wlda-
s;nad reacting ot HamJ.ltonlana. or cours e, I cannot :,pe!k ror all 126 t>orro..ers, but I 
do know that I hue never beEO asked tOf' o substttut.e stOl")", though ttr:ies without nw::ber 
J MYe bten wamect nenr to supplY one. On one occas ion, wn a ,ubsUt.ur.e st.cry c.rept 
Into t he library Rhen I was not watchln, too closel,f , l recetvec, a well--desoned reprl -
r:nnd from M lncUgnen t reader, whereupon I retundad ht _s lom money ond niooved tale 
orrendtr« copyl rtoc al l tht s , I m.tght perbaps be excused r or wonderllll ho9t many keen 
Hamiltonians octuBllY do like the SJbstttute storles, 

I note t hnt the 'Nelson Lee rans are not exhorted to entbJae over the Haxwell Scott 
stories, or the ,ubstltute St. Fronk.Ti stories tn th e Boyst::ftealm and Nugget Library . 
niey QUI te undersUlndablY prerer the wort or Broctts. I MmdBr When l t 1 s going to be 
adDltted that the HODllt onl ans ore no le.s5 unreasonable In preterTln& the work or one­
•t ter, too? 

GEMS OF HAMILTONIA No, 12 (New Series) 

For a moment they looked at one another, bl a ck suspicion and fear 
growing in the junio r' s face, mocking malice in the ot her 's. 

It was as if !I mask bad dropped from the face of Basil I.agden , so 
t erribly and threatening was his look. 

Jimy did not s peak. He could not , but his heart was sick vi thin 
him, for at that moment he knew all. 

He knew - he read in that terrible face as plainly as if words 
had been spoken - be knew, he felt, that it was by this hidden door 
that bis chWD8 had 'vanished from lruman sight - that the hand that had 
dragged them from the l i&bt of day was the hand of the oan before him. 

The silence was terrible while it lasted . 
That moment seecied an age lobg to JilmDy Silver, while be fought 

with the fear that was gathering in his heart , and nerved himself to 
·meet bis danger - for he knew bis danger now. 
_ He moved - . 1t was tQ m,¥e a .~WW for the door., __ .... .,.,,.,. __ .,,,.,. 
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But even as he sprang tile captain's hand closed on his shoulder, 

end SWUDg him back , 
"!lot so fast ! • Basil legden ' s voice vas lov , hiss1ng through his 

lips, and his eyes burned at t he junior . "!lot so fast , r:,:y boy !" 

"let me go !" pented Jimcy, 
The captain laughed - a lov , soft laugh - as his grasp closed 

savagely on the junior's shoulder , 
llardly knoving what he did , Ji.mlQy Silver struck a t him, and 

strove to wrench himself fi'ee . 
It vas man against boy, but the can vas one-armed , and Jimy 

Silver vas - strong nnd oouragoous. 
He fought for his liberty, pent1ng . 
But as he clo sed vi th the captain , a shooder of horror r an through 

him as a second arm vas thrown about him, enclosing him in a deadly 

grasp. 
The surprise , the horr or of it , of feeling himself grasped wit h 

tvo arms by a man he had beli eved one-anned, almos t overcame the 

junior , 
The eapty sleeve vas still hanging , but from under the s l eeve had 

oome that aound am, strong end sinsvy , and the almost fainting junior 

understood tha t the empty s l oeve vas a cheat , a lie , Md tha t ho was 

in a poverful grasp froa which there vas no escape , 

May; HIDDEN LIFE By John Beck 

To f oll ow up Ton:, O)J'nn•a art. t el• on •the Hidd en Ll tl ot f'rOnk Rlcb.:lrds ' (Augus t 

C.D.), I t1DUld ll.k t u, C01111en; on Ult •ttasoot. 8choolbo7 8tr1ea . • I blTII ln ~ posseuton 

Ho. 3 1n Ole aerie, en" Ued •ne DQnd1 ot TopMQ.• l ~ldn•t col l 1, CoOd Rtchol'ds t n 

coq,ar lson with the Hag.net but b)' reacnng OBNtull.1 It 11 eaay to ,ee the charocters are 

acylld on Gre.,t r t ars . Tbt ObvlCU4 ot oourae bt lng a tai tuck ptl t ertr named Bunn)' Btnu . 

J o.l.ao han a copy or No. > ot tbl •Huoot l cbool&lrl Serles• by tbt S.1DD publlsb tr l 

at U. .am pr ice or 4~ . It l s cal.lid •nit Jap e or tht Ti na• by Hll.da Rlchard1 • and the 

atoey l a abwt t he foo:rU,. ron::i a, St. 011Te'a t tGtur lnc cherec i era Pamla D\l'loM , Ha7 

carti.• end PlUCI> Peg P lppt rc . Here ta a paHace troa the ator, that r lnga a bell: -

• • t 801', I nner knew tha t ,au bad JNiP"r'Olll' IOld Pee , •1 omsie to apeat to )'OU about 

aoaetbi,w el •• But 1111 hnn acae , U 7CKI Ut e. 1111 ltt you glrl1 ban sometb t rc ouc. 

ot '11 ~er t roa Ptpptnc Part - an it coma.• 
'When&' 19.ld Hq . 1Do TOU mean tn- . 
•Ho, I don' t•' 9laPPed Pea, •I mean "hln L Haqur• get delqed In Ole pos t t hese da1•, 
~ know. 1 t my coae arr:, dq troD Ptpplng Park &' 

• It enJ\' J:WWJrOl1 "" • and Psiela. la.ghed . The s,. 0Un 1 1 juni ors had heard a gre ot 

deel troc Pea about Pippin& ,en.. tt "°"• acconu nc to ,,, , a QO-. Q!l8Dltt cen c. Nstdence. 

CTen WenDKrth HaJ.11 ib 1 lt a t.el.7 boDe ot Iaolda WenttlOl"th , the wealthlH\ g ir l Gt s t . 

Oltv e• a, was, accord ing to Peg, a CMrt trifl e tn ccq,arlaon . Pe& tel at.aye on the point 

or reoet Y1n& a llaq>tr troll Ptpptn& Park. But that heq,er nner seem:t co mter lolt se .• • 
I tlOl'der 1 ._. fre.n\ Rletw'dl t.rYl-. to tstabllab tb eN n"' 1cbool 1 to take onr 
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'lf\eN Orqtr l ars and Clltt RwH lt rt. ot t? Wt tbout a doUbt, laclt of publletey of the 

,tor tes cust MT t out the earetni or these schools ~on . 
A turther tnteru tl ~ potnt , ln '1'he Oa.nc2Y or Tophtlo, ' chocol ates are J"OterNd to 

411 t stl ct t es • t,u t tn 'Bll.11 Bunter at Butlt nst they are •s ti ckers .• Prl ntert1 elTOl' or 

a atgn or ~ ''°" tiDet? 

THE TERRIBIE TRRER' S AIR-CRUISE ••• By"• o, c, Lofts 

Editors have al ways held a fascination fo r me; maybe because it 
is they !mow everything about the papers under their oontrol , Over 
the years it has been ey good fortun e to meet dozens of thee , and to 

glean first hand authentic infol'iilation fo r CW\Y of ey art icles , 
For me, easily the coet interesting part of Frank Richards' Auto­

biography , was his acoount of .his meetings with Percy Griffit h , the 

very f ir st editor of tho MAGNET and GDI, I couldn ' t agree more wit h 
Mr, Richards when he stated that ' Percy was a cost re mar kable edito r . • 
By all a ccounts he was a colourful characte r, He was also the 
CIY•terious v.c. in the Autobiogrs pby, 

In Chapter VI entitled Rll'1'S Ill THE WTE, Frank Richard s gives an 
interesting account of how the substitute sto r ies started - a subject 

which hos aroused so wch discussion and oont roversy over the years , 
llaybe I coul d pl ead guilty to writing core than 8IJII othe r wri tor on 
the subject - not because I think 8IJ11 of their work as good ss I Frsak 

Richards ' but simply because their work is part of the history of the 
MAGNET and GEM, 

• .. . . Percy Grif fi th handed ' Martin Cli ff ord ' s partly writt en 

manuscri pt , which was s Tom Merry story , and had been written by s well ­
lmown newspaper correspondent on the DAILY MAIL - and briefly he wanted 
Kr, Cliffo r d to I touch it up here , and the r e , and to lick it into 
shape , ' "You will get half the chequet• said Gr iffith , He did not 
seem to hear the remark Marti n made about the cheque , I t was an 
emphatic recsrk , " 

Readers who have a oopy of the Loodon 0 ,B,B, C, GEM Catalogue , will 

!mow that the above story was in fact GEM No. 77. "The Terri ble Three' s 
Air- Crui s e• where Tom Merry o. Co. were somehow carried off in s bal l oon, 
and tha t i t was written by Ernes t Br indle - rewr it t en by Charleo 
llar:l1lton, This infomatio n was actually supplied to me by the lote 
Herbert Leckenby, who on a visit to Charles Hamilton , asked him 'if 
Brindle was t he gentl eaan in question • and probably clisunderstood Kr. 

Hamilton's sl igh t nod of the head as the affirmative . AB Erneet Brindle 
.!Aot a writer of stor i es a t Amslgamatod Press Ltd, and a newspaper 
correspo ndent at the same per iod , thi s seemed to tie up, thoueh I was 

eatly puzzl ed by !Ir , C. K, Down tells me that ~w Brindl'!..!!!:Y, 

,, 
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well, and he certninly was not the writer in question. 

Being in the fortunate position r ecently to peruse some of the 
early GEM records I found thst Gl!JI No. TI was in fact written by a 
HARRY HARPBR, a · prolific writer of ai r -8tories from approximately 1900 
ri ght up to the second world war, and who curiously wrot e at gr eat 
lengths about balloons and ai rships in many bound books . He was also 
n newspaper reporter of some reput e - being an air -co rrespondent for 
a Central Newsagency . This is certainly the only s tor y HARPER wrote, 
so probably he found his work in a different field more rewar ding . 

GEii. No. TI was not of course the very' first substitute sto ry in 
the Gl!JI, and 'Martin Clifford ' probably was unaware that quite a few 
hlld appeared previ ously. As r evealed in a r ecen t Controversial Percy 
Griffith did indeed write a number of the ear ly sub yarns himself -
and we mey never now know if ' Hartin Clifford ' knew of this . 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

REVIEW 

li.ffl1~31!1819I (H IOl'Oflo 2/6) 

'!he ca ln t tes ln thts lat,cs t 
tasue ts a lq st.ocy ent ttl ecl ·~st 
Act ton- bY Arthur Kent. It ts a 

i•ll-wr1 tten st-Ory on the tough s tde. 
· but lt seeca ove,r:-loog for tf\at t a 

prl marll.¥ a .short story mgaz tne. 
For us, the gm or the 

coll ectt on ts a brt st.or)' entitled 
• .4nge1.• R&X Qo)J,bln haS pro'fed 
htcselt the mast.er ot shcrt,,-stor.f 
t.eemtque, and • Angel' ts a perfect 

: uaq,le or crlSp wrttt~ , with rew 
characters, end a mcal:re ending. 
F.quall.y good. ts a neot littl e tale 
• ratthtul Serrant-' b)' J. T. LM&. 

tbe !hart Edgar Wolloce I tee 
•Blll or Scotlaro Tard- ta quite 
enterta ining wt thotlt bel~ exoeptlonnl. 
thl a oont.b. 

We reiro<tuce a pteture by E:rlc 
Parker wbld>. will £1)peor I n the 
October tawe , No. ~. or c.w.n.H. 

plN O'HFJU.IHT ool)' wmt.s } Kagneta 
to ccq>lete bi s set: Noa. 39• 768, 
933. v~ hllh prtee overed rar ...... 
!:![llSJ Btll Lorts , 56 Shertngham Houae1 

.,._,. __ ,,,,,,_,_,,,,,,,,...,.,,,_,,.,.,,,,,,,.,_.,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,m,,,m,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,;.,,,,,,, •• ,_,,Ltaaon 1SCl'eet, LOI-IX)N' N,W 1 1 •,. 
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CONIXJC'l'ED BY JACK WOOD 
ROOM FOR BOTH B,y i'. H. Broster 

The controversy botweon the fans of Charles llazail ton and those 
vho prefer F.clvy Searles Brooks is getting out of bsnd. Co!!IIIOn sense 
has given place to narrow- minded, end in some oases what appears to be 

stupid , stubbornness . 
As one who is known to be not too fond of either , but having r ead 

01ch of the work of both , 11111)' I endeavour to get matters on a level 
keel? First , tho followers of llamilton outnumber those of Brooks. 
Hamiltonians will justify that (apart from asse rting that be had more 
talent , which we expect) by saying his output was gr eeter by far. i'e 
have to oonoede that point . C. H. was en older men than his rival, and 

had a good start . llaey years star t . Up to the time of his death , two 
years 880, C.H. was still writing , So is Ec!vy Searles Brooka, under 
other names. 

E,S , Brooks follow ed on when Maxwell Soott died , using Scott ' s 
main characters , llel son Lee and !lipper , He did it well , proving a 
keen rival to the verious autho r s of the better - known Sexton Blake . 

Maxwell Scott sent Nipper to school et St , Ninien ' s. This was a 
good school, in interesting surroundings , with some wonderflll charac­
teris ation. The obvious thing for E,S, Brooks to have· done when asked 
to start a school seri es for the Nel son Lee Library to compete with 
the flourishing Magnet and Gem would have been far him to foll ow on 
where Scott left off - et St . llinien'e, already established with a 
good •cast,• 

Nipper had already been the re (in the Fifth Fo1'111). &.it, nol 
Orders were - a new per sonnel , based on the same lines as Greyfl·ier s , 
St . Jim ' s , and Rookwood. He was asked to "cri b,• It was oleer that 
it went against the grain . So, as a point for Brooks , I assert he 
showed brillianoe in maintaining the high standard of the St , Prank's 
sto r ies for BO long, 

If bis personnel bore a dis tin ct r esemblance to those of Grey­
friers end St . Jim' s (acting under the orders of those who paid him , 



Page 23 

and money counts) I again J',lt 111/1 neclc out ll!ld say that those prototypes 

of his were more feasible than those of Charles Hamilton . For instance , 

Montie Tregellis - Weet was 1110re acceptable than Gussy of the Gem who, 

for all his good qualities, was hard for n fifteen-year-old boy to 

svallow. If any of us had a lad lika him, it would be our duty to take 

him to a psychologist . He was nice, but just eimple. 
, Passing to Charles llllmilton •e mneterpiece , funter. Who could 

swallow him? (Not even Jonah ' s whale!) ,\p6rt froa his size , which no 

reasonable lad could attain without worry to his par ents , be was sill>­

pler thnn D' Arcy. As n colleague of mine so .aptly p, te it , no normal 

school would accept a boy of his low standard , nssuming they had some 

form of prelilllinllry examination. Yet Brooks • fat boy , Fatty Littl e , 

was a trifle more bu.man, Perhaps Fatty Wynn was the model in this 

case . Ve hope ao. 
Pitt , De Valerie, and Fullwood were more ncceptab le than Vemon­

Smith. 
Brooks' cast was a lllOre mmeroua one than Hamilton's, end, all 

through, hie prototypes were IIIOre feasible. Again, he did not r epea t 

his themes like Hamil ton , It is very true that her e llnmil ton showed 

his genius, He could give you the same ainoe tiJDe end time again , end 

you liked it . He made you like it, 
There ban been assertions tba t Hamil ton • s co:omand of the English 

language was unique , There was not 1111ch wrong with Brooks ' , either . 

Nipper , ss a central figure , using the "first person,• wns r nthe r 

boring to me, but when that wss corrected he was but little behind Tom 

Merry. Harry Wharton won the pop,lsrity poll last year, butmcey think 

be is priggish , Tom Kerry would ooµnt more vi th me, but I give the 

• palm to JilmQy Silver of Rookwood as the perfect example of a schoolboy 

leader. 
I consider Ernest l.evieon of St . Jim ' s to be Charles Hamilton's 

finest chsracterieation . He had everytbing 1111tural to a typical 

schoolboy "bad hat , • Beneath the evil , there was much good. In al l 

the large personn el of St. Frank's there wss none to come up to him . 

In /1111 opinion , Brooks scored over Hemil ton in the size of hi e 

personnel . That OBllt vas brought into story ofter story, r i&ht up to 

the finish. To illustrate my point, ae the years went oo the Grey­

,!risrs yarns concerned for the moat part the Famous Five, and , of 

oouree , funter - ond with them Vemon-smith , Coker, Quelch , Skinner II: 

Co, Poneonby & Co from llighcliffe bed to come in. Who else was 

featured ? Wingate? TOllple? The lot we bad on TV in thet aeries which 

got worse ae it vent on. 
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st. Jim's was more entertaining, You had more for your money. There 
were two Houses and mor e Forms in the sto rie s , Generally I prefer St. 
Jim's tales to Greyfriars, Rookwood, with a similar line of charao­
tcrs, was superior to both, but died too quickly, St, Jim' s was not 
so bad , but Greyfr iars was full of interesting characters who were 
jettisoned as time passed . 

But Brooks got ri d of very few and was able, from time to time, 
t o use the large number left . Think of the Ma8net travel series, 'iho 
went on these trips but Bunter and the Famous Five? Coker and Vernon­
Smith popped up at times. It was very much the same with any holiday 
series in the Gem and a t Rookwood, 

But lDrd Dorriemore and Nelson Lee took quite a little smy with 
th em when they tr avelled out of England, They needed that "lit t l e 
army" in Northestria and othe r places, Brooks did not forget the 
girls from Moor View, either. I suppose Miss Primros e ond Charl es 
Hamil ton did not see eye to eye in these matters of "going awa,y 
to gether," so we had none of that sort of relief in the llam1l ton 
papers , Pi ty l 

I have said that what Hamilton did, Brooks tri ed to do bet ter , 
r ath er overdoing it in the process. In some wa,ys his tales. bordered 
on the fantastic , but ho was writing for a juvenile J'lblic - and that ' s 
where I think things get out of hand in our O.B. B.C. world, We forget 
that what we liked when we ·were young i s open to much criticism now. 

The subj ect of substitut e writ ers has become a distinct bore to 
tho cor e sens ibl e of our hobby, Qiarles Hamilton had such a demand to 
satisfy th at the powers-that-be had to do thei r best to give the 
schoolboy r eader s what they wanted . Hence the poor, mali;ined subs ti­
tut e writer, The settings and the characters were what readers wanted . 
They got them, Could t hey detect the diff er ence? Can the so- called 
experts of to-dey - oh, so much wiser afte r the event - t e ll a good 
sub yarn from an indifferent one by the r eal "bloke?" I doubt it, 

Brooks had no substitu t es - or, if he did, only, and very seldom, 
towards the end, 

Hore tol erance should be shown by both sets of partisans , Efforts 
are made to cater for both sides at club meetings , but it is a sad 
fact that Hamiltoni a holds the swa,y, Greyfriars and Bunter still con­
tinuing as tile main dish even then , I will state that in my own club, 
t he membership of fifteen, which definitely includes five Leeites, would 
be more but for th e f act that members have left due to t he f act that 
so much Gr eyfriars and Bunter have monopolised t he progralll!le , 

'ihy not put Brooks on equal terms with Hamilton? One had the 
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lar ger outp.it so had n bigger r eading p.iblic. And neither was the 
"greatest " writer of school sto ri es. They were great, but not the 
greetest, 

It is up to the clubs to see that the programmes cater for all. 
~ite a number of our fellow hobbyists are knowledgable on all old boys' 
book l ore, and find interest in whatever subject is on the agenda. But 
it is vi th regret that I notice a minori ty who will not budge from their 
one "love ,• For them, it is Greyfriars or nothing. Nelson Lee, or "I 
am not in the l eas t interested.• 

I say Greyfriars, and not Hamiltonia, beC8USe th e &.mter fans out­
number all other sections , St. Jim' s has a small consideration, Rook­
wood very 1i ttle , and other Hamil ton schools mi;!ht well never have been 
thought of, for the attention t hey re ceive. The few would banish every ­
thing but Greyfriars if they had their vay , 

In fairness to the Nelson leeites, this is not so wi th them. Our 
Brooksiana experts can hold their own vith the Hamiltonians . 

Collectors• Di8est caters for all to t he beat of its ability , even 
to· the point of · providing "sub" stories introducing the old favourites 
and the old familiar place s . ·A point for the anti - hack-writer brigade 
to chew upon - a tirade against the poor old sub-writers, and a story 
by a "sub" in the same issue , 

Sunming up, a l ot of this wrangling over the respecti ve merits of 
IIBmilton and Brooks and most of the condemnation of sub-writers comes 
from a narrow-cind ed minority who, being on the whole very knowl edgab l e 
hobbyists, could do a lot mor e to ksep matters on an even keel , Tolera­
tion for th e ot her' s viev and helping to broaden t he rang e of interest 
(which, however you look at it, is not excel l ed by any other hobby in 
existence) would be to the advantage of all . • 

By B, Cbam8n 
The Nelson Lee said to the Monster: "You •ve had the bes t years 

of my lif e , you beastt" 
Browsing through some back numbers of C.D, I came across t he 

above line by R. J . Godsave which was a winner in a oompeti tion, Very 
neat:i., put I thought, and qui t e true. · 

I took t he Nelson Lee for several years cx,mmenc:i.ng rl th No, 158 
0 ,S, which was the first story in the first Bolidey Series 1 l ate r re­
printed in Monster No. 1 as the "Schoolboy Treasure Seekers," 

For the past four years l have ,been borrowing those that I had 

no\~~~-= ~e"!1., fro!.!'! ,,~.:!:~~ ,,.,:;ub,"' so tha; .t l:,0,.:,~,~!;;~"'="'!!;!, ,!,.':';'., 
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from !lo. 158 omre.rds >lhich. I have not r ead, once at least, and a<IOle I 
have read a dozen times. 

Alth01J8h I think nearly all the Old Series wore very good. I am 
sure that (with one or two exceptions) those which appeared in the 
Monster were very rarely equalled and never surpassed. 

It per haps seems strange that I should prefer the earlie!' stories , 
as some of the moot interesting and entertaining charactara were not 
introduced into the stories until several yeare later. Archle,Phippe, 
Villiam . llapolean llrovne, '!'ravers , Quirke, Mr, Arlington Wilkos, the 

lloor View Girls, etc . , ware all lets comere, 
V!J¥ then do I pref er the earlier stories? There are several 

rea.aons, 
1, They were told in the fµ-at person by !lipper, a style of which I 
was always very fond, Thie ~tyle was dropped leter , Nipper became 
"Hamilton" and seemed to beCOllle juat another schoolboy like the rest , 
2, The storiea were on a eaaller IIOl'e intillllta scale. &ch aeries 
was written . round one character (w,ually a nevconer posses sing some 

uniq ue ability, or surrounded by some mystery) vi th Lee, Nipper & Co, 

Bandy & Co, ,l'ulwood & Co,, Christine & Co., . taking the chief supporting 
roles . 

n..ring tho long run of the stories, b!Jvever , Mr, Brooka in trodlloed 
ao 118111 good, new. charactara, that some of the old favourites hod to 
toke a back seat, The new ones ware so popular t hat I cannot see how 

the author could have left them out, 
}, There was always a more or leas strong detective element in the 

early aeries , and if Lee was not the central f.18ure he kept appearing 
from time to time and he and !lipper always solved any JIYstories that 
vero going, Nipper nninde!I, Lee f'rom time to time that they ware not 
juat llaster and Pupil, but Detective and Assistant, and that he did 
not mean to be l eft out of any of Lee's adventures , 

Lee' s role gradually grew smaller, however, and the detective 
el....., t was left out of the atories altogether , Lee seemed to become 

just another schoolf>astar and was often not mentioned for weeks at a 
time, The title of the paper was changed to the •Nelson Lee Library 
of School Stori es ,• · · 
4, In the early series we only had •Handy• in small occasional doses, 
and he was very 811181ng, but later he became the central fi8ure and the 

stories vare written round him week attar week, so that we got far too 
11111ch of him. 
5, ~ing the long ron of 15 yeare the St , Frank's stories achieved 
in the llel eon Lee, it vas , of oouree, neoeasary to r epeat various 
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themes, Holid ay Trips , Barring OUta, School Trains , etc . lie l ool<:ed 
f orward to these and enjoyed them immensely, Even when r epeating an 
old theme, however, Mr, Brooks always tri ed to give it varie ty and to 
go one bet tar, wi t h t he r esul t that the l ate r series seemed t o be come 
just a li ttl e mor e far-fetched and im,,ginstive than the early ones , 
al though only occas i oool ly did he tax our credulity too much, 

To sum up therefore , I thin!<: the Ol d Series were al l very good 
with possibly the following best of al l - "Schoolboy Treasure Seel<:ers 

~

Monste r 1), Bl ackshee p of t he Remove (2) , The Tyrant of St, Fr:mk: 1 s 
3), Boy from Bermondsey (4), The Bulli es of St, Franl<:1s (5), Expell ed 
6) , ' Neath African Sl<:ies (71 , St . Franl<:'s in London (8) , 

The fir st 11311 Seri es was good vi thou t a chieving the previous 
standard , but t he Second New Series were mostly very inferior. So I 
think. the Nelson Lee was right when 1 t accused th e Monster of taking 
the bes t years of it s lif e . 

It is a pity it did not t al<:e a lot mor e , These grand old sto r ies 
might then have been much easie r to get hold of to-d ay, 

· A NIDLE= COMPANION By o, ll I lladham 
In that CCEl)l~t,e and eapt l va~;ng • car.alogue or comte PaperJIII tn the 1963 Coll ecto r s• 

Otgest Annual aut.hor s w. o. o. Lorts and o. J .. Aclley have listed one that ca ll s t or aome 
ccmoenr.. 

The comle tn question ts Jun gle J inks, 41\d it begsi Ute on Oeced>er 6, 192J. as a 
new Cotl)M t on Paper t.o the Geo, }'(..c£.1et, POD'Jlar an::!: Boys• ,r ie~ . 

For a Coq,an!cn ?ap!!r" tt Yf13 bc.."':l !:l a ;-ei;I C.C!!t au:iospbere oost umaual 'lllhen Editors 
ot the paper s in quntlon h.<\d r,:,...,..?:...t.ing nn to o: ri r. In te ct, th e onl.J aMounceaent or 
th e birth ot Jungle J !1:t::c t can r: ,.:t 13 a SJ.all i O line par !_t&.raph on P8' • 2 ot the Clec. 
ror D~ . 1, 1923. The ~:.e :. or <:.na sam 1:!a'~l 1s:i.r.r~s the &rr1va1 or J ungle J l nka 
COCl)loteJ.y, The Gee hs.1l:. t he ne~ Cof'l!en1·:in ?ape:- !n then wordsi 11Jun&le Jtnks ls the 
tl tl e or re, new Coc:pan1o:. Pffl)el' tor th'l :t(U'~e r ~i'l.mt ... . .,Jungl e J tr* s will please evel')"" 
body ·, yc'J.,g or 016, fl'1t.h i ts rare ~ get ct ~tort ee, . l ok.as, eocipet ltl ona (with ooney 
pr iz es), t alea rroc. tt.e zoo, a,d, ln s;"IOr t., au th e ri.:.n or t ht t atr,• The F.dl tor went. on 
to ~ tn!lt a tr ee p.8(.6'.et or t olt et would be given awq wlth ooa>er one, The pri ce or 
th e paper is not :ita";ed. 

It 1'0Uld be lnter est ln& t o learn tr anr collectors have cq,tes or Jql e JlnkS. .la 
a CoCl)8.rll on Paper to SJC.~ a pcpular periodical as the Oeo It mould be tnter estt na: -
especlall.Y aa it l s llk elY very rew readers ot the other C0111)8111on PIC)ers have eve r heard 

2' !i._ - - - ... - .. - - - - - - ... - - - - .. - - - .. - - - - -
~ : Cood l oose copies or bound votuocs oonta lnl i:c M:t ot the t oll owtna: 

fi~~cJk: ~~: 1J.~.JcJ~97~9~1J5tc7s1~57&~~~~!1J2:81~' 1~d.3~~~·~53:.:00890, 
900, 921, 9211: 925, 93;.), 9'3., 940, St.2, 9~}, 9~ , 951, 965, '3671 968, 996, .!all - Hll'l1 
tasue:, t>e:.w,a.., Im n."X1 500. Hc.n.1 Issuer. ~ct..'teen 800 m'K1 ffl, Al.so Nos. 925~5 , 953, 
954, 956, 975, seo, 984, 985, 939, ~,o, 'l':!2, 993, 998. ~= 183, 190, )10, 385, m, "521 l&.55, !p6 , 474. PRLY Pffi POFYLANh No~. 12~, 47, 58, . 

.liB1£..Wl!§, 'EICflSIM HOOSE,' ~· ~· DmliI• ,, ____ ... ____ HIH .... ,_ ....... ---HHm .. HflH1,,, ,H_,_,_ffll_n_11H;,Hllmlln-•11,IH"'' 
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§'llltltT, 1l§:nY41+ 

In the at>Nnce o r Cbalrmn Syd S~ on bolt da.7 the Treasurtr Erni e Carter tock tht 

ch$Jr end cipened the mntna n 6t15 r. c.. on Ttllradey , l.llguat 20th , at the clUb' s Vfl'1 

convl"Ylal clubrocat at t.he 8ook Bar1w ., Bazaar . 
The umal .-i't?JJ.slutlc atcio~her- prevailed u the secr etary read correspondence 

rroa Harry Broater who, with his nffer ratu na Interest , keep, us lntcrmct or hobby 

ecC.IYliles tn the Nldland club . 
BuslneH aattera ha• tnc been settled tn cOMect t on with the Polltton or club 

rtnonces md the: J>OSSl ble purchase or a collectton or Hamiltonla , C>lld>era ll)IDI 
the rem inder or the oeettng tn genernl dtacusston. One questio n raised waa •What doe.s 

we a book a clu1tc? "1 lch naturally spnrked ott aoae dlvers t cptntona . Also the 

ract t bat tht well -l O'f'ed •81.flla?st and 'Wllltd books are bet.na wlthdra~ tro 111 quit.I a 

' "' children ' , Ubrarlts ln Aua:t:"Olta 4l'OUMd considerab l e ccn::mt . 
eocie turther phOto• wen taken by Don Harttnea at the cmclu ston of the cieettne 

before DJ:l'lbers adJoum ed tor the uaial cheery session In the nee.rt,y eorree .rx,p. 
Next i;iottln& wlll be hel d on Thurtda)', Sept.Ger t7th. 

B1 PA.TE Secrec.ary 

~ 

l'!.ef!tl~,~1e1.~1~~:sim:a;r, pr esent to enjoy a tuller oeetina: than we have hB4 of lett . 

w, wtrt all pltaHd to learn tM.; l nn Wtba;er away on holldey in Bourneaouth had been 

1uct1 In acquirina 70 s.o.t.s . Wi th 'flhat he acquired a few lf ffk l ago at Sutton Coldfield 

tnn 111at be ecJC:l)tllnc qui te a coll eett on or theH handy stze old bOYS' books . Another 

1u t to tl\e llbrwJ' was si.nouneed by the Librarian - th.ls was a nuc:t,er or • ttagnet s ,• th e 

donor bei na: our W&llheath DIOOer Patrick Hughea and mk tng up a total or 200 ?1agnet1 now 
open tor bo!TOW1ng b7 other oet1>er 1. Thank 1ou, Pat . Tom can us a dellghUul talk on 

I nr1 popular Hacdlton ch&Ncte r - Coualn ttb el . •cwsin tt.hel ' • Schoolclay• the well • 

tnom but IC.V'Ct: a.r J.. - !'ca bad brought elong hJa COP7 - bu been r eprintld twic e at net 

urn appeerln& In U. &q)Jre Library t n 1911: St ran u a serial In U\e Cta ln 1915 
n then ma pub ltabed a1 a coc:i,lete yarn In 1917 In th t s. , .L, Wt heard all about • 
tthel'• schooldeYS e.t S t. Prm•s , her rrlendmtp wi th t.he teq>ero.mentnl DolCNa Pelhu 
and her dn otld 8dmrer Georae Ft a tne or St. Jtm'e . The one and onlY • cuaaye featured 

proolnentlY in this clUII O tale or 11at1.tn Cll tt ordte . This was Tocts night arxs be Nit 

to tt Wt tt waa a ruu procna:ie. ho aaoea'"" Introduced , •r1 n0 tht ttn .. am 
• rwtn'Y Q.Jutlona' sx:t WIN DJcb enjoyed. Tbt r.its toot the Ill.apt or a ' .:>lo atratr. , 

1,n Parlm wu on Ult rto1l • lne end and acquitted h1~ el t n17 well with tht an.swer1. 
Needled to IIY' ha got hla •Retllve' froa the ftll rd Fol"'D to th e Fourth on the ,~th or 

I c. AnntTtrNIY 1IJd>er ., Na&net No. !198 - • Ttuil Creyr rtara OrgQl'lt zel4 - date 25th 

AIJCU,lt, 1917. A ..rtlDI •cctrt ,am , tuU ot tun ano e.xelt.eaent u t10st Coker SC.Ortea 

are. The Coll Ht.cra u.ea:.., • t aooua Lt•t aon •c1autc• th e e t . Jtda s .,.L. No. '33 -

Alter Ll&htl out or El:pUled r roc St . J Id.. ffl«N ... alao a dl M1Jsaton t ntroo.iced bJ 

Ult Chatn::an 9Wb¥ was Ponaonb:r dep i cted u ,o utterl.J bad?' Al Oltl be upaotld , thla __ .. ___ .. _ ........ ___ ,, __ ,,.., ___ , __ , .. _-,,,,""'"'--·--



,. 

l 

....... - .......... - .. -·-·"'"' '"'"'"''""""'"'"""" ~, .. _ ... ,. .... - ................. ,.,. "·'· '"""""'-"' """"" PS§e_,29, 
brought rorth cany lnteresttna oplnlons troc mst present. The r at ne Urst prtze went 
to George Chat.rue. 2 B.F.L. and seco nd prlze io tbe treuurer . 

Nut oeettng ~ould be a., · lnterutJna, accOl"dl ng to the &ehectule, 8td will be held 
on tue9da¥, 29t h Septecbe r. 

R.&RRY BR06'1lll 

"2!l!lQ!! 
on Sunday, Septect>er 13th, a party or med>ers or the London Club, plus Gen,, am 

nyra Alli son or me Leeds club l eft Vlotort a Statton rJJ coach eoo joume7ed to Hargate. 
Groced b7 rln e weather the j oumey was nry enj oyable espeetalll' along the l12 DOtOl'WeY. 
J.rrlvtng at the Mayland Rock Hotel , Westbrook, U'le party were oet by J<hl Wernhao, 
presid ent or t he club , Roger J enkln:r Md Kiss HOOO. The l otter, u . wtll be retiM!aberecl, 
waa: Frank Rtchards' houseke(?9er t or ceny year s . Also meettna the part y waa Maurice 
Bladt , our N.lrgate cemer. Arter the usual eonv1YlaJ. greettngs th.a party ant dOM to an 
excell ent lunch, The rt ne souvenir CICl'lU cards were the gt tt or th e president or the 
c l ub , JMrl Weml\El:I, Len PackJ:lan prop osod the t oasi to th e o.e.e.c., Roger J enk i ns 
proposed th e toast t o th e vt sl tor s to 'l'lhlch OeIT)' Allison sut tablY replied. . 

, After lunch , the oeet lng took pl.Bee. Excellent bualnesa nnd progress was the 
r eport bf th e H~tlt.onlan Utrarl on, Roger JeM.tns. A letter qa1a COld.lct e<I by Roger 
was gnatb' enjoyed • Cel"TY All ison sJ1:1>1¥ I'Otl'lll'li lllf81 •Ith cost or tb e :in•ers . Geny 
Md brought a pi cture card Qui z with hi m o.Dd It was 8111 Latt a· who solv ed the moat. 
Art er M enJoyable cieetlng , te a • as served. .Arter te a 1eave was tak in or J ohn Wernhao 
and Roger J enklns mid the rem i nder ot the party boarded the coach t or the short joumq 
t o •Rose l a"'1' at Xt ngsgate . Her e , t hanks to tb e kind tnvltotton or Nls.s Hood, we 
Inspected Frank Rtehlrdst s tudy and other rooms that the great author used In the l at ter 
years or hi s ure . Tim th e enqo and •Ith tarettella to Hi ss Hood, al so gro tetul thanks, 
the j ourney back to London eoi::menced and It 1'QI a ?q,py thrOng that al18,1lted at UlG 
various desttn at ton, . 1 • 

Next cee tlng at 35, Woodhouse Road, Leytonst.one, London, E,11 . Phone twtn.AND 17~ . 
Hosts Reuben and Hrs . GOOsate. 

UllaE BOOANIN 

Neetlng held J2th Septer.t>e~ 
The Cha!l'1:lo11"1 was ba.2 in hi s accusto~d seat f or the Septed>er oeet tng, but another 

. holldny conth found sever.il .stBlJrar.ts mtss l nghtncludlng Cl ub ot tt cer a Gerry Al lison , 
Prank Honcodt, and El sie To.ylor. The relattvel.y SQB}l gathering , though, pero ttted an 
Jnt loot e ata;u;phere , with opportunlt.)" for personal oonveraa tt on and t or browsing through 
a. nu!iber or ttems .. 01tn1Y Blake - that Ernest Whttebe.w:2 wos l et.Ung go; Md there wo..s 
an opproprt atel.y relaxed atr about the eventng •s progr .mne, too, 

Ttle cet tl fli rlrst heard th e co1Tespondence arising out or th e Chester tt eld tr lp 
{quit e entertal n tng, t.hls) and th' Treasure r • s report, presented by Noli, S.ll l son. 
Dlscusston of bus iness mtters and th e con th ' s hobby news foll owed·. 

J aek WOOd then g3Ve us tbe f irs t or tb e e'lcnlng•s mt n offer i ngs: a aileellany 
that ranged freely OTer bobby ltt.4lratur e and threw up ~ provocativ e thoughts encl 
suggest ions on th e 1111)', Jack•• reacung a ·tncluded e:ztraet s fro m the ttagnet• s Ind.t a 
aeries , the new Wodehouse, the l atest Bunter book, Nld a newspaper cutti ng 1'1th a u m: 
to tbe ear l.y career or Sexton Blake. 

Next tte D WBS a St. Pre.nit' s qu.h. suppli ed by Jack Farrar , " ho had also sen t along 
thre e tX>dem SBLs as prizes. fl'le answers , r ead out art.er the tea lnt enal , proved our 
resid ent mestro the e.ipeeted eas:, 1'1Mer, With a are 2} pot nt s out or 24, though, 



Jock han:llf f el t h t deserved a. prts.e, so th e thN e Blakes went to C:eoftrey Wlldl (17} , 

Karry Barl o,, (13) Md Bi ll w1111 ... on (111, 
Wt concluded , aao tn on a at . f"rnnk• s not • • wlth. a readt,. b7 t.b.e Ch&trcfin of two 

Ut.rect s troD E. s . BrockS ' Honhutrt a .98.rlH , chosen t o !ibow nm his power ot 
u clttrc narrat i ve , and second hi s sen 1t ot deSCl"tpttn aca:,aphere . 

QJltt a ctwinge this oonth : M hope tor a full t.urtt-wt o.g~tn l n OC.tober 'flhen we 

begin tf\at proot s ea to be a part lcu.larl)' t nt.eresttr.s winter proarm:r.io. 
Next ocett,:g: October 10th. JOll!ffl BtJU. 

~ 

Mftl~~.§~ aJ:: :¥il~~ n at t4mene e and this , ocq>led with J ohn Farrell 

being oft stet, NSllttcl t n tht 1:10st Spm"Ml,y attended ceetlrc ot the Ytar , 

Nenrthelea1 r.ht qual l "1 of lh.ose flho were oblt t o be a t th e oee tlng was hi gh and 

once aaa.ln we had an enJarab l e ttce . As Noman Prc,&ncll was bolkln& In the sun~lne 
ot Brittany 1 deputl Hd aa O\alrae,i . 

The aibJeet t or dlacusaton waa tat.en troc l ast oonth•s controYertl al echo In c.o. 

fl'llt "as proq,ttd by tbt """ tbat a tlru 11 contq l a tt nc publtlflt ng t cnr cx,nebly 

paperbadt1 ot th e old Hog.net ,tor tes. llhl lit the general t eellng ot th e ciett l ng "°" 
tllAt thll r,Jgh t be welcoae a1 tu as ~er• ot the o . a . a. c. and H8Dll ton t e.ns wtN 

concerned, there wa, o doub t that aJeh a venture would not attl"GCt a S1ttlc lent rm:t>tr 

ot readtl"I to Dflkt t t a tl nanetal ..:cu, . One boOk a a:inth , It was t el t, c.l&ht com 

otr , but not tour . Heedless to HY • all bopt t o bt praYed ,rong . 
Thls led to th t queat ton ot other wr iters produc lng ator l ts ot CNYtrtara , st. J lc•s, 

1t o. at t er the de4th of Cha.rlu Ha.:i!lton. Thls wos d lacuaaed at great l engt.h, and 

although non• ot us on HerMJtl dt aet 1bot under thl collart onr sub1tl tuto ,r t tera we 
nerer'thelus t elt tha t to cont l rNt that. polley , now r.ho.t tb t e.o.tt. htmelt ma 1trt 

us , woul d not be qul tt the rt~t thine to do . ( Er l e FQJne aiwu,a excepted , ot ccurn . } 

Thi• conth•s quiz ns lnt ~ced by Wol t er Prlcrord o.nd w, boo to ldcnt lf)' chm"oo-o 

ten bY clu es; I canaged to win tllJs on, wtth Jo.clt Horg:1n second. 
1 wu plea.sod to recetn a •phone call tro a George RUey , "1lo Ja "°" qul t t aettled 

Jn Bamslc, . Ht wlahed to bt rmecfJered to everyone at t.he cet tlng, and "' 311 aend 

hh :i our btst wtsbes and hope that , In thl not t oo t ar dl.,tant tu ture , hi tllflY be abl t t o 

attend a ceet t ~ . 
Next a cet lng October 1 tth. 

BILL lll!IOOOI\ 

( Int eresting Items from Tbe 
Editor's Lett er- bag) 

VI TI TIIURBON (Cambridge) ; I wonder 
11' it 1a going to be poesible in the 
coming year to get some articl es on 

the adventur e stori es in the Marvel, Pluck , Boys' Fri end, Boys ' Journal , 

etc , Also, if an,yone has the material avail able, an article on some of 

i 
+ 
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the Bret t and other ear lier papers would be ent ertaining , 

PETER HANGER (Northampton) : I am sure your col umnist wos r igh t in sey­
ing that Rio Kid stories would make good ss lling novels, lllld I am 
equally certoin that thi s would apply even mor e so to King of the 
I s lllllds, West erns are ten a penny, but Ken King is unique, llllve you 
noticed that th e Wizard portion of the Rover & Wizard i s beginning to 
shrink? I suppose this means tha t the Rover will be the last survivor 
of the books we knew as boys . 

JACK OVERHILL (Cambridg e): 'iith reference to Tony Glynn's inquiry oon­
ceming the name of ~ e lch, It is not unique , Mr. \lillilllll Henry (aiel ch 
14 Union Road, Ciimbridge, VllS our baker over fifty years ago. He is now 
retired, his business taken over by a Mr. 'iebb , but he still li ves at 
t he same address, and at the age of 84 is still pr etty hearty . There 
are others bearing th at nlll!le in Cambridge and Cambridgeshire . 

J OHN UP!'ON (South end-on-Sea): A delightful cover this month. They 
always are , but it ww, grand to have the chance of see ing "Magnet " No. 
2 , Al!g, the very fine centre spread from Kr. C, H. Chapman, Thank you 
for a spl endid issue . 

More power to the elbow of Leslie Rowl ey on p , 22 - he summed up my 
feelings on t hat subject exactly , I s it really necess ary to talce a 
hobby so serious ly t hat harsh words have to be flung about? When th e 
Edi tor is ncrused of bad taste I thillk it I s t i me t.o call a halt ·- or 
r ~the r, some time befo r e that! Or am I perhaps taking these remarks 
equally too seriously? 

A, FENNER (Higbams Park): The cover alone of this mont h' s issu e was a 
joy in it se l f, so please, do you th1llk that we could have more of the 
old oovers of llagnets , Gems lllld Nelson Lees? 
W , J ,A, HUBBARD (Nairobi): I notice tha t the tendency t.o refe r to 
matters t ha t wer e discussed some years ago i s s till pr evale nt among 
your more recent writers. This is part irul arly marked in the July C,D, 
They must r eally get bold of some back numbers and catch up w1 th t heir 
reading, 'iith r egard to Kr, S. Gordon Swllll1S article "Rogues liho Never 
Returned " he might l ike t.o know that the charact er of Dr, Gorlrot Ribart 
was invented by a Dr. W, H, Jago who only wrote the (1lle "Union J!!ck" 
story, Dr, Jago WD8 a shi p' s Doctor who after deliv ering his story 
sail ed 8llay on his ship and never r e- appeared a t Fleetwey House which 
explains why t he character vas never heard of agai n, No doubt Dr. Jl¥}J 

vis it ed the Seychelles , the venue of the st.cry , on his shi p on more 
than one occasion . 
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pv!LLE VilNE {Swindon): In the film r el eased by the Kalem Co. in 

1915, True Boardman took the park of St~aree, end he was wearing a 

monocle dur~ the whole of this film which incidentally was a serial. 

I hsvo a photograph of TNe Bocrdmen cocpl ote vi th &Ahrenger r18out , 

monocle included. 
!Ir . Vadhnz:> r efers to the "Yonder Library , • Perhsps the following 

information may be of interest to him and other readers of C,D, The 

information is taken direct h-om copies of the various papers listed in 

m:, coll ection: No. 1} ' The Grand Adventur e • reprinted from 'Chips' 

serial of 1915; No, 10 'All Sorts • r eprinted h-om 'Chips' serial of 1915; 

No, 12 'Heart of the SlWDB' r eprint ed froc 'Chips ' serinl of 1914; No, 3 
'Tho Blu e Lamp' reprint ed h-om 'Chips ' se rinl of 1914; No, 9 'Heart of 

No lion's Land' reprinted from 'Comic cut s • serinl of 1915; No, 1 'The 

Red Rovers' reprinted from 'The Wonder' serial of 1913; No, 11 'Ticket 

of Leave Man' r eprin t ed h-om 'Th o Wonder• serial of 1913, Nos, 15 and 

16 never did oppear. 

Kiss B1B. PLI!ipF.ljS (Hitchin): I heartily ngree with Mr. H, Cho.pman on 

'-call a Truce,• The hobby is bo ~ spoilt fo r me and others by the 

aggressi ve attitude of a fl!II Hamilton followers, Apart f'rom thot , I 

lik o Coll ectors' Di89st very much, It nlwa.ys sur,.riees ""' that it con 
go on, year ofter year, and r emain so in teres t~ . 

ARTHUR VI HOµ.AMD (Auatrnlia): llaey thanks for Cl6king euch n good job 

of C.D. I look forward to each issue with pleas!lllt anticipation, and 

beli eve that the int erest~ covar s add considerably to m:, enjoyment. 

JOHii McMAHON (Glasgow): This month's cover (September) was superb , It 

aakes one vi eh that be hsd the ear ly copies of the llsgnet . I don't 

understand anyone ~ the needl e over old books, I lov e them all and 

am most grat eful to be able to recap ture them vi a C. D. 
JAi@ 'ti, COOK (N.,., Zealand): Reg Sanderson ia not alone in his dislike 

of Handforth of St. i'renl<' s . All the rottere , C<lda, and boundars there 

disl ike him too, 
LARRY MORlijt' (Handvell) 1 I ' m glad to see the ,heal thy arguments snd con­

troversy between the Hamil ton and Brooks fans llhich hss devoloped over 

recent monthll, This kind of thing makes a velcoce change. I DlSt 

adllit that somo of the vritars of letters tak e th e eubject too much to 

heart , After all , ve are only deal~ vi th boya• .writ ers ; not the 

greats, Ul<e Scott, Fitzge r ald , or D. M. ltlvrenoe . If I rom ... ber 

correctly, Roger Jenlcins compared Charl es llsmilton with Dickens, vhich 

is pure nonsense. 
+ + + + + 

.... - , .. Ui i~h1ni.'ticeiiio~;·~1ood;"~ton,iun-ty-;-"'- ..... -
Dup11cawd b7 Ton: Dupl tcat t._ son-to u , 12a fl>I - 111, Tcrt. 


