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THE SPICE OF LIFE: 

IN v.ou~ A reader , in a letter received this 
1 ' ~ month, appeals for articles on such papers 

as Modern Boy, Champion, Pilot and the 
like, as a change from the Big Three, by 

£t)ITOR
'S which he means Blakiana, Nelson Lee, the 

Magnet and so on. There :i.s nothing un­
usual in a l e t ter of this type, of course . 
lie get such appeals off and on in the 
course of a year, and more thlln once I 

t)£N 
have r eferred to them in my chat with you. 

It is surprising how difficult it is 
to come by articles on what we will cal l 
the less poiwar papers, 

The Qiampion is reputed to hnve en­
joyed a far larger cir01lation than the Magnet, yet it seems to be a 
real task to lay one• s finger on a Champion enthusinst in our clan to ­
day, And oven the few who have a love for the Champi on see m to have no 
urge t o writ e articles . 

It io obvious that the popere tha.t featured the same charac­
ters, with t he qualiti es of Peter Pan, year af ter year, were the ones 
which entrenched themsel ves fo r sll time in the affections of their 
r enders. In addition, it would be difficult indeed to write a compre­
hensive history of a paper which offered nothing but ser ials or adventure 
stories from different writers every veek . That :i.s the main r enson, but 
not entirely a convincing one. The Marvel, for instance , r an a series 
on Tom Seyers , the boxer, for many years, and another long series on 
Jack , Sam, and Pete . Modern Boy presented a great number of varying 
series , most of which would be worthy of consideration . Yet our contri­
butors seldom seem to consider them, Why? Clearly, I think, because 
they had no great following 1J111ong our own writers . 

A good many years back I wrote a lo~ articl e on the Modern Boy in 
general and Ken King in partio,lar, It appeared in Colleotors ' Digest 
Annual at a. time when, renders .were asked .. to .. vote for . tho articles. they 
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liked the boat . (The pr actice of votin& in connect i on with articles 

hi.ls long beeo abandoned as wlfair tc contributors on lees popul.nr pape r s 

So fnr as I remember, my Modern Boy nrticle did not even f l.8ur e in the 

first eigh t when the r esult of the vot e was announced . I don I t suppose 

it was cuch of an article, but it f ailed chiefly on account of its t heme 

That does not mean , of oouree , thl.lt beCllUBe the demand is a mino r i t . 

one , we sho uld not try tc moot it , Articl es on s ome of th e •other paper 

11re nlweys welcaoo, If you hi.Ive pl enty to say , then aim at the Annual. 

Space is more of a consideration in the conthly Digest , 
In passing , the 1964 Annual will oontain plenty of variety. John 

Upton t akes a view of a paper publi shed for young lad ies long 880 . Bill 

Hubbard gi ves a fascinating r eview of the Tarzan s tor ies , and in an 
appendix to the article Frank Ley lists those Tarzan tnles whi ch 

appeared in the mor e popular papers . !lorry Broster , whoso title is "Vas 

Your Journey Real ly Necessary?" intrigu es wit h nn article which branch e• 

out in all directi ons t o collect items on popular and not - s o-popular 

theces . 
HAVE YOO c»lDDUID YOUR /,NNUAL? 

Exciting news for our Lee fans i s thl.lt Robert Blythe, who writ es 

from the depths of hi e heart, contributes a long artic le on the work of 

Edwy Searles Brooks - Vri ter Supreme . 
i'ir . Buddle will be beck again in a nev story entitled "Christmas 

With Meredith" in Collecto r s • Digest Annual for 1964 , THE EDITOR 
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ONE l!All' S FOISON 

By Gem Alliso n 

It was my privilege recently , to visit "Rose Lawn," the house at 
Broadstairs , where Charles Hamilton lived and vorked f or so many years . 
Besides the rove of classics on bis shelves , he bad many other books, 
and I was especially interested t o see various novels by P. G. Wodehouse. 

Frank Richards and Pelham Grenvill e llodebouse have between them 
given me more happy and caref ree reading than al l othe r authors put 
together . My ovn l ibrary - in addition to Old Boys' Books - contains 
al l the great poets , historians and noveliets , whose works I r ead vith 
the grea t es t enjoyment . But I r e1'lrn again and again to Greyfriars 
and Blandings Castle, to St . Jim's and the Drones Club, to Rook>rood 
and to llrylcyn. 

During my fourteen years as librarian of tba Nor thern Section 
O.B.B.C., I have sent out thousands of parcels of Hamiltonians to men 
and women in all walks of life. Chiropodists and Company Directors , 
Scboolmaaters and Soli citors, Blacksmit hs and Book llakers , have all 
deri ved joy and solace from Magnets and Gems. Last week I """ told 
by the Leeds City Librarian that in the Cent ral lending Library alone 
they have , t o keep at l east tbree copi es of every Wodehouse book in 
cir cul.a t i on - and even then it is r arely one finda mor e than half a 
dozen on tho "W" shel ves. 

I think that I have proved my pqint . )lomil ton and llodehouae began 
writing at about the same ti.me, and for sixty .years the ir books and 
stories have brought happiness and delight to mil li ons of people all 
over the worl d. And they wil l certainly •continue to do so for a l ong 
time to come. They were both gre at humorists, and the world is r icher 
for the ir genius which they poured out unstinting l y. 

But t here is an exception to every rul e . My enthusiBBm for Frank 
Richards and P. G. llodebouae is not shared by Mr, Daniel ~rge , a 
lite rary critic . .l.pparent ly all the myriads of r eaders who enjoy these 
books are mentally under the age of ten. So, as an antidots to our 
simple satisfaction, let me quote t o you f rom t he essay • Arrested 
Devel opnent . " It is contained in the book "lonely Pleasures• by Doniel 
George, published by Jonathan cape. l!r . George now speaks : let no 
dog bark . 

•t uaad t.o mow a IGClC cal l ed 1Rodt He To Sl eep, Hother. 1 ftle mel odY bu not 
Uagered In m, ,al nd. - pem&pe: 1 t was a reel '8 t1on, not a aong. The onlY worda l cm "'" 
call are:- 'Backward, tum backward, o Ttme tn rour tlt lbt. Hake me a boy ag~ln, just 
tor toni ght. ' 
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•Hun:u.rtng th em as : kind ot tnoantat 1on1 I s e; tled down to e.njay - ( I ho;ed) 
•Jack ot all Tr aded' by Frank Rlehards, CNatcr o: Blll.Y Bunter , and •Nothtna Serlcu:fl' by 
P. o . WodehOUse, creator ot Bertie Wooster. 

• Both authors received the anent. t on ot Oeorge Orwell tn his Crlt.lcal Essays, 19"6 . 
Both, I think he tound, writ e speettteall.y tor the young, and/o r tor readers Whose ment.al 
developaent has been arrested. Some readers never &l'CM out of their attachment - f ound 
l n the •oed' ant1 •Hagn et• to the fantas i es or Frank Ri chards , and many ere able cont i nu­
ously to identity them111elves wtth the cl ubland heroes of P. Cl. Wodehouse, Clo ( Orwell · 
suggests) Is - or ncted during the "or as t.nou&h he were - hi s own tn-esponslble Berti e 

Woos~r . It ls obvious however, that 1f the ment al development of these two writers 
seems orTes t ed, the arrest was 1:lade with their knowlecl&e and consent . 

• r t ~ did not henr my prayer. l t dld not turn bacJc.ward t ar enough to enab l e me to 
receiv e the words or Richards wt r.h dllldllke ra tth and t eMOur . •J ack of all Trades" I 
did Ind eed - with a little sk lppln.g - manage to read rrom t>e&lMlng tc end• but the 8Ill.1Se­
ment lt pro vided wns such aa only a grotlr'l-UP ( say over ten ) cou l d dlscav er . On the tl r s t 
page I was trked by notic i ng thnt the author contuses Brer rox wlth the Tar B'1by. For his 
benefit, let us tiav e the tnmorta l line agntn . All tog et her flOIIIII: •Tar Baby atn•t seytn 1 

nuthln , en Brer Fox, he lay- low.• Thank you. 
•When Jack , knowing no better, gt ns hts name aa 1 NobodY,' Lord Cort.olvln sa id• 

•Nonse nse l You do not locic. as tr you had read the Illod, so I suppose you Mve not 
boITOWed the trick fro m UJ.ysses, m .. o:r:?• 

•u onJy Jack - rclilOrlts Danl el Ceorge - had been stud.)'lng Dr. wnu ac Stii.th• s 
•c1 ass l cal Dictionary • tn the barn , instead or hlS •Latln-£ngl1sh Dictionary,' he COUlct 
have t old his lordship that the Pol.ypher:us adventu re ts related tn the Odyssey , not the 
lllad. 

•Later, th e eurl.y he8dect Jack trotemtze s with sor::ie obvious Publlc S chool boYs. 
TheY sa, •oh ptp t, ' and •Oh cn.mt>a\ ,' and •By Gwr&1 and •oh sctsso rst• 

•The story ha.a a tantaltztna: end . Unsuspect tngl.Y, Jack ts gett ing into Lord Cortol ­
vtn • s toll s , t.0 be handed over eaa t n - it ts to be teared - t.0 Btll Hatchet . Wh7, 
recntns a eystery. Shal l we ever l earn vtlet heppens tc html The under-tens ~ wonder . 
ove r- tens , ltk e rne, J!i\Y be conten t to say , •000<2bye1 Jack. Thanks no end. I must cut 
now,, By gumt• 

•Backward , turn backward __.. the run was no more erreetlve wlt.h the ooll eet l on or 
short stories 'Noth ing Serlous . t is WordSWOE'th says , •There 1'aS a tlcie when oeadow , 
grove and streaz:i' and P.C . Wodehouse , to me did .sceo apparelled ln eeloatta. l ltght ., 

•coae to think or t t , that stn:p].y lsntt tro e . I never , even tn my YOU1*, carefree 
unci-tt t cal days , thought Wodehouse e l t.her vecy good or very r unny. In the llst or tort.Y­
rour books printed on the jacket or this one are Jlllll1 I t a il ed t o read - they ore probabll' 
his best, Pt ty~• 

To be fair to Daniel George , one must admit that the two books he 
criticizes are 'not t he best works of their autho r s . Frank Richards tol, 
me he had sent three further stories abou t •Jack Nobody ' - in addition 
to the three which were published . After his death, I wrote to "Spring 
Books" about them, and was to ld that th ey did not intend to issue them~ 
(I wonder who has t he MSS now?) J\lso "Nothing Serious• is a s light 
volume of short stories , now out of print , and it is one I have not 
re ad . 

But I pr efer t.o r egar d thi s sarcastic essa¥ as the exce ption which 
proves the rule. Shylock talked of I a Daniel come t o judgement .' Well 
the judgement of this particular Daniel leaves me cold. I t could be, 
you ,,imow ,,,, tbat .,,he ,,is ,,wrong1,,.and ,, the ,,';'illione , of ,,,!>OO;>le .. who,, find ,, deli~ht 
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in the books by Charles Hamil ton and Pelh.:un llodehouse are right, I 
would like to bet that no one can tell 1:1e the titl e of ally book by Mr, 
Daniel George wit hout l 09king them up, He never wrote a Sexton Blake 
story I feel oermin, 

Conducted by JOOEPIIINE PACKl!AN 
27, Archdale Road, Eqst !Wvicli, l<lndon, S,E,22 

IN Af!D AROUND BilKm STRE!ll' ( J ) 

By Vol ter Vebb 

(A shor t seri es of items , some serious, some amusing, but 
al l, it is hoped, of general in te rest, gle ru!ed from the 

Blake papers and othe r souroes,) ' 

- Plggiari,.. - or vos it? 
Some time ago some criticism was l evell ed agains t cerw.in articl es 

in Bl ald.ana 'because, it was said , they tended to go too, far back into 
the pest . But the plain t ruth of course i s that th e further one re­
tr aces hi s steps into the mote distant pas t, the mo,e int eresting the 
data he unearths, To prove the point, and to get the series off to a 
good start , hov about thi s little i tem - a letter from a reader to t he 
editor of the UNION JACK after the paper had enjoyed a success ful run of 
just over four years : · 

"Dear Sir, - I write to tell you t hat your No, 217, • ''lirixt Yankee 
and Don, • is a bare-faced . copy - more than half of it word for word, 
You, I know, are above printing copied Mtter in your popular paper, 
and have evidently been gulled by seine unscrupulous person .. , .. • 

This was the startling extr act which appeared in UJ i ssue , !10, 220, 
of the halfpenny series, and the vri ter went on t o give the sto ries 
which were copied, and, in fact , lent them to t he editor for comparison, 

"He is quite r ight,• the latter confessed , in his r eply; "the 
st ory i s a bare-f aced copy of two stories published by a contemporary, 
and I ·Bil infinitely obli ged to hiJ:l ( the reader) for point!."8 out the 
facts, Needless to say, it was sent to me and 'printed by me as an 
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original story - · I never having r ead the tales it w'1S copied from . 
The person who sent it to me will , of course, never work for me 
ognin . Two stories of his , which were in the ed.itori!U. drawer, wer e 
sent baclc immediate ly, and I om very undecided as to whe th er I shall 
prosecut e him or not. To pr event such a thing happening aga in , I 
he r eby offer a prize of half a guinea t o anyone who finds out suah 11 
cru,e in any subsequent number of the paper . " 

One littl e point which must have puzzled the r eade r of thllt e r a : 
Why was the name of th e au th or witheld from him? ilthough the UJ " "" 
not exa ctly unconnected wit h the policy of anonymity, thi s WllS a t a 
ti.me when the writer ' s nume was generally given , and it was on r are 
occasions only th at .:l. story was published anonymously. 

It would be very interesting to name t his ente rprising in di vi dual , 
but, unfortunately, there is no record of it in th e archives o.t Fleet ­
wcy House, though, a ccording to the editor, in a n annoWlcement he made 
three weeks previously , this contributor had tr a velled extensively in 
Spain , i.ineri ca , and Cuba . But, do we dot ect a clu e in the following 
paragra phs? 
A Tra velled Writer : 

Obse rv a tion by the editor , Mr, Ernest Goddard , 
"The story I give this week is something quite new for the UJ, and 

it is none the worse for having been written by a man who lmows almost 
every inch of the country he describes, Mr, Mel ton Whyte lived for 
many years in Cuba, nnd once during his sojourn there, he had the 
privil ege of gazing (11t a safe distnnce , fortunat ely ) upon the re­
doubttlble brigand chief, - Mnnuel Garcia himself, Ah, yes ; there 
is ( or r a ther, wD.S) a Manuel Garci a , and he a ctually died f a cing the 
rifle-barrels of the Spanish soldiery, as described by Mr, Whyte , 

It i s int eresting - and signifi<>c'Ult - to have to record thllt Mel ton 
Whyte, one of the earliest of the Sexton Blake autho r s , set several of 
his stor i es in Spain en d Cuba . He died many years ag o, nnd wns in 
actual fact Mr, Gor don J. B. f.nderson, an art photographe r. 
;;buse: 

You had to a dmit t hat Ernest Goddard WD.S a very fo ir man, in th a t 
he would not only print a lett er prai sing hi s paper , but had t he courage 
to insert one couched in the most uncomplim entary terms , as in the case 
of this direct a nd pa infully blunt missive: 

"Si r, - Your books - namely , the UNION JACK, PWCK, and the MARVEL 
- are the worst books for men, women, and clii ldren to r ead , I would 
not let any child of min e re ad them , You ought to be locked up for 
publi shing such tr ash . "Just ice." " 
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. Clearly, Mr. Goddard was annoyed at receiving such a poetcard 

which he described as •stupid and ill ogical.• 
"The writer appears to forget that abuse is no argument, and that 

an opinion of the sor t he expresses should be. based on some rB!lBOn­
able ground , • he r eto r ted ; •rut there; I have was ted too much time 
and space already aver thi s paltry postcard , which , as I have asid , 
is absolutely the f irst of i ts kind ever deli vered at t ho of fice s of 
the UNION JACK.• 

And now to Baker Street and Sexton Blake for a spot of homely fun , 
at tha t period following worl d war Ii, when r ation - books were etill in 
force nnd food was far l ees plentiful tt,._'\D it is now. 

Humour: 
-- Mrs. Bardell (announcing a client) "He' s a butcher, 1e says. Got 

a big shop, an ' lots of meat - I asked ' im. An' it 'll be al l right, 
1 e says . " 

Tinker guffawed from his sent in the window. 
"What a woman, eh?" he naked. "Do you think fo r one moment that 

I - or the guv'nor - would dream of eat ing kidn eys and bncon th at 
were come by ille gally , Mrs. Bardell? " ' 

"Youl" snorted the good lad y. "Why, you' d eat a norse off the 
street when it wo.sn1t l ookin ', given 'arf a cbanat! I ain 't never 
yet heard you croBS-<>XZllllinin • a nice j uicy kidney as to who its 
mother was ••• •• " 

(Extract from Anthony Parsons ' s "The Mystery of Avenue Road" 
published in SBL No. 100, in 1948.) 

Whet one mi8ht aptl,y des cri be as being a sli ce of good meaty humour. 
( Continu ed) 

** .***** 
Sexton Bl ake Jlllthor s who were Editors 

Part One 
By w I o, G. le fts 

One of the bi ggest advant ages in being an edito r of a paper , is 
that if you contrirute material to your own magazine it is hardly like­
ly to be r ejected , But joking apart , it must be freel,y admitted that 
the majority of editor/ wri te r s were first class authors in their ""° 
righ t , and t he sto ri es they wrot e helped the success of the papers 
under t heir oontrol. 

Commencing with Ii~ Boward. !laker, the lest edito r of the SElTON 
BLIIXE LIBRARY 1956/1963 (shortly t o be re-issusd by another f irm) a 
popllar it y poll conducted some yellrs ago, praved that one of his nom-
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de-plumes 'Peter Saxon ' C81Ile out well on top as the best autho rl It 
must be r emember ed that t.he majority of S.B , L, readers had not the 
sli8htest ide a that it hid the identity of the editor , Apart from his 
own name, and 'WILLii\M .u!THUR' - a f act not known is that he was also 
' WILLIAM B,u.LINGER 1 - the latt er part of this name being the originAl 
spelling hundreds of yeers back of BAKER, ' WILLL<M ...RTHUR' ar e his 
first two christian names, 

Mr. L. E, PRATT editor for so many years of the S , B, L. prior to 
Mr, Baker , was also a writer of boys' stories, writing in THE BO:XS 
RE,.LJI and BOYS JOURN1!.L under the pen-name of 'FENTON SMITH' - but most 
surprising ly nev er penned a Blak e yarn , when one considers that he had 
control of the librnry for no less than 35 years! 

Mr, Herold 'ti, Twyman penned n few Sexton Bl!lke yarns for th e U.J . 
during his period of office, and nlso wrote stories und er the nnme of 
' i., Cartwright , 1 A correction to one of the many unfortunnte errors 
th a t croppel up in Brian Doyl e 's Author' s \iho's 't/ho - i s t ha t he wos 
onl y editor of THE DETECTIVE WE&a.Y up to No, 43 (1934) and then went 
on to preparing new papers which nev er saw th e l ight of dey , He a l so 
wrote othe r boys ' stories in the BOYS I REAU! (2nd series) under the 
pen- name of I John Forge 1 

- end whilst editor of THE DETECTIVE. LIBR,,Ry 
in 1919 - wrote n few of the NELSOII LEE stories , which ha ve for some 
r eason in th e past been assumed quite wrongly to have been reprints of 
MAXWELL SoorT tales, Plus two Greyfriars stori e s for THE MAGNET, and 
materinl f or MODERN BOY, Mr, Twyman is also a clever inv entor , and hns 
several patents to his name. 

You won I t find th e name of JACKIE HUNT on any SEXTON BLiiKE mu teri nl 
- ye t he worked as a sub-editor on the U.J . Wld DETECTIVE WEEKLY for 
many years becoming full edi to r of the latte r in 1937. He contri buted 
many of the short pieces t hnt went into the back page of the S,B,L, 
' Magazine Section ' and also wrote the script for practically all the 
stri p- Bloke stories that appeared in KNOCKOUT comic, Mr, Hunt also 
hsd the distinction of being the f ir st person to leave the Amalgamated 
Preas in 1939 to go into the armed forces , when Donald Bobin carried 
the DETECTIVE WEEKLY until the end through paper shortage , 

James Stagg , one of the modern Sexton Blake authors , was also an 
edit or of se ver al picture strip papers at FIEETWAY POBLICATIONS - and 
originally was a sub-edito r on the S,B . L, A Major in the l ast war, he 
was at one time on the llAil,Y MIRROR live-letters section, I could 
tell a very amusing story of when I first met him with the late Herbert 
Leckensby some ye ar s ago, but that must be to l d elsewhere, Now a 
free-lance writer , since establishing himself by winning the .C500 
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E. Nesbit prize , another nev fact t.o clo se thie piece on J.\l!!S STAGG 

is that be vaa also ' GILBERT JOHNS' vbo wrote in tie Modem S.B. L. 

Noel Vood-s..itb , who wrote Blake stories in the U.J. under the 

name of ' IIORIIAII TAILCJI' was of course a sub-edito r on the l!AGIIE'I' and 

G!JI for many years , apart from holding editorial posts in sporting 

pepers . It is worth recording that he bas now been proved to have 

written that substitute story in the KAGNET featurin« SEXTO!I BL.IKB, 

818, ' Disgraced , by hie Father ' in 1923, To explain the r eason. why in 

the C,D, Annual 1962 Substitute list it was given ' believed Hedley 

O'llant ' it was or iginally told me 'that the chief sub-editor on the 

Compenion pepere had written it' - which vas 0111ant by my records, 

But fresh information since 1962 shafs that the writer had left to go 

on the stage around that per iod and Noel Wood-Smith was then editor, 

Official records also show that Noel Wood-Sm. tb had penned the atory. 

Hool who was something of an inventor , also wrote stories in the early 

days in tho BOYS READ! under the Mme of WOOD SIIITB, alBo penned 

girls fiction under ' NORMA TillOR1 in the girls ' pepere, 
Probably tho 010st famous edito r of all those centioned so tar, 

is our old friend JOHN ll!X PENTlll.Qj, who penned several Blake tales 

in the U.J, and S.B,L, So much has been written about this editor and 

writer in the pest , tha t I would only be in th o Cl8in r epea ting old 

data - but freah infon:iation gives tho news tint at one time be waa 

an officer in CU..toms and Excise , and cisrried a close relative of a 
well known boys I artist a t Amalgomated Prees , of whom frosh facts wi ll 

be known at a later date , 

BOOKBINDING 

ALL ·TYP&S OP BIJIDINCS O!IDffiTAKEN: BOOKS REBOUND OR RKP,i!RED: 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

~ 3 ~ Cl.CSE, l!!m!l!!!, 2™[ . TEL; KIT. 3837 

----- --------·----- · 
DAii 01Hlfil,IHY only wants 3 Magnets to complete bis set : Nos. 39, 768, 

933, Very high prios offered far 841:18, 

Bill lofts, 56 Sher inghag House, L1sson Street , 
LONDON, 11,W. J. 
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COllDUCTED BY JACK 'WOOD 

By the Author of - By R. J, Godsave 

The anonymity of the authors in the Old Series of the Nel oon Lee 
Library was preserved by stating that a CU?Tent story waa by the 
author of the three previous ones , the titles of same appearing in 
small print. This, together with the forthcoming publication gave 
the reader the knowledge of five consecutive titles even though he 
possessed only one issue. · 

The title given to any story i s of the utmost importance . A 
good on e can gain a read .er even though the story does not come up to 
expectation; a bad one can leave an excellent story unread . Any book 
or s tory i s ad ver tised by its ' title, tempting one to sample its 
cont ents , · 

A f ew exampl es from the Nelson Lee Library shew that the atmos ­
pher e of the series can be oonveyed to the reade r through tho title of 
any one of its episodes. 

One of the best r ebellion series was that deal ing with the trials 
of the Remove under the tyrannical headmaate r ship of Mr. Howard Martin . 
Owing to a fire which destroyed the College House, the School Governors 
held Dr, Stafford responsible, forcing him to resign and appointing 
Mr. Martin in his plac e . Such a title as "The Siege of the West Wing" 
o . s . 234 must capture the reader's imagination and enable him to join 
in the thrills of the rebellion . 

Another fine series was th a t relating to l!andfo r th ' s brothe r- in ­
law Mr. Clement Heath , who for a short time was the Remove form-master 
during the illness of Mr. Crowell . The finding of a sto l en diomond by 
~ir. Heath in Bellton Wood led to Mr. Heath finding himself in the 
clutches of the Comte de Pl essigny - a weal thY man with crimina l 
tendencies . "The Diamond of Fate" o .s. 260 is one of the fascinating 
titles of this series . 

The Dr. Karnak series waa a masterpiece in the sphere of mysticiSII 
with "The Evil Eye of Baal" o . s. 449 and "The Curse of the Moon God" 
o . s, 450. Who can fail to be thrilled by such titles , let al.one the 
. story ? ............................................................................................................................................................................................ . 
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A similar ls)'Stical series was that of Ezra i.l)lirke, Here one 

delved into the realms of Spiritual i sm and sorcery , "The 13 Club" o,s . 

544 and •Tf,e Cellar of Secrets• o,s , 547 1111Bt have cauaed """-l' an 

irregular reader to become a regular , at least for this series , 

With "The Isl4nd Comp" o,s , 351 vis i ons of the ccstle-llke build ­

ing on Villard ' • Isl4nd in the River Stowe must have inmediatsl,y come 

to the regular reader's iaind, This was an extrece ly good series which, 

incidentally , introduced Archie Glenthome . 
Of the Qirinu,as storios "A Yuletide of Mystery • o,s , 238 brings 

to the "1nd pictures of bl.4zing logs , holly llDd mistleto e by the use 

of the old DSDe for the Oiriatcias festivities, 
Al though theso titles are taken froc t he Old Series , it must not 

be supposed that tho Nev Series did not possess its quote of strl.ld.llg 

titles . Vi th Handforth to tbs for e, the ti tlcs , gencrall,y , were in a 

lighter vein , 
• * * • • 

8, s. Brooka' Ovn Detective By V. O. G, lDfts 

"E, s. Brooks could never write , u well as l!axvell Scott , about 

Nelson Loe, • So wrote a collector to me reconUy , Not having read 

many sto r ies of the latter writer , I nm haxdly in a position ' to lllllke 

r»rf opiDion, ll;y own assumption is tbs t no vri ter could ever hope to 

bet t er tho work of the creator of such a character ; and al though I 

have greatl,y enjoyed reading many of the St , Frank ' s stories in tho 

NEJ.50li LEE LIBRARY, I ""If that its proper titl e should have been THE 

ST. FRANX'S LIBR.UiY, Lee , in my opiDion bccaco an extremely minor 

character as the yoar s went by, greatl,y oversluldoved by the wonderful 

charac ters of Mr. Brooks' s own creations Hand forth & Co, 
liels<11 Lee however, when he was featured , see:,ed a more youthful , 

mombulJan at ti.ces , fi8ure than Sexton Blake , lla,Ybe his clos e conne<>­

tion vi th schoolboys injec ted this spirit in him, but I must ""II that 

I could not fault E, S, Brooks' interprotetion of Nelson lee - the 

creation belonging to that ace of writers in d!\Ys gone by, l!axvell 

Scott . 
I know that my good fri end Bob Bl,ytbe will not mind .., pointing 

out that , further to my revelations Ul8t month in the BL/iXIAIIA section , 

I csn now write about a long series of detective stori es written by 

Brooks which for sooe reason war e ocitted from the E. S, Brooks 

Bi bliogra phy, A clue was given me firs t by a story under ' the 'Robert 

V, Comrade' pen-naco in the MEADIIOOOlll' featuring this detective. 

Headers who are tortunnte enough to have tho GDI for 1912 "'11¥ liave 

l 
I 
I 
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read many of those short det ective stories . All wer e anon.ymoua, and 
they f ea tured Frank Kizi8sten , Detecti ve , and Dolores his pretty l ady 
assistant. Later, perhaps it was decided that a boy ass istant was 
neede d (like Tink er a,ld Nipper) and so Tim made his bow! Frank King­
sto n , who had .hi s of f ices a t 100 , Charing Cross Road , W.C. - wa.s a 
sor t of minor s l eu t h , with no great chllract eri sa ti on tha t one could 
writ e about, but th e s tori es were f airl y interesting in thems e lves, 
with action , mystery, and suspens~ as the ~ th eme. 

Mr . E. S . Br ooks W!lB qui t e young at the time, and today no doubt 
would s hudder a t some of tho things written in those far off days . 
But in fo e words of an editor who knew him in th e ear ly years; 'he 
showed exce ptio nal pr omise in his de t ec tive st ori es - and who can 
think otherwise af ter r eading such mast erpi eces of suspense and myst ery 
llB tho Ezr a Quirke se r ies in the NELSON IEE LIBRJiRY, sure ly the weird ­
est stories ever penned! 

Starting in GEM 206, ( for th e benefit of many r eade r s who may 
'wish to keep a r ecord of E. S . Brooks ' stories) th e titles are as 
follows: 
~: 
206 
2<:!1 
206 
209 
210 

No. 1. 
No. 2. 
No. 3. 
No. 4. 

211 No. 5 . 
2 12 No. 6. 

Gem: 
The Chained Death 217 No.11. The Crimson Thread 
The Green Envelope 218 No.1 2. The Masked Three 
Skill against CUnning 219 No. 13. Kidnapped 
At turn of tide 220 No.1 4. The Band of Steel 
No story 221 No. 15. The Red Grange Jt,stery 
The Maimed Hand 222 No.16 . At the Hercy of tile 
Frank Kingsten's Gr im River 

Race 223 No.17. The Broken Message 
213 No. 7. Cheating the Flames 224 No.18 . The Fat eful Ball 
214 No. 8. The Stolen Biplane 225 No.1 9 . The 11- 12 Express 
215 No. 9 . The Black Chasm 226 No. 20. The Shadwell Opium Den 
216 No.10 . The Submarine Spy 22'/ No. 21. "100 Degrees " 
Twenty-on e detec ti ve stories , and all f ea turing Frank Kingston - E. S. 
Brooks' own detective creation . 
!2ll : The serial mentioned in last month's Blakiana has been proved 
not to have been written by E . s . Brooks . This fearured Professor 
St eel and his phantom submarine , so I 'Will not dwell on it further, 
However the following stories which were all anonymous have been 
prov ed to be by E. s. Brooks. 
CHEER BOYS CHEER: Nos. 60 until th e l ast fssue No. 69 . 
Serial THE YELIO,i' TERR<R a thrilling se ri es of stories featuring Jimmy 
,Hardina;,,,,e.,n<l. ... s\ealin/:1 }'Wl ,, tile,, Cb;i,n~M11 .. Inmi,9 11,.Qf ,,Qur ,)lq111e-;tAA?,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, •. 
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Single story in BOYS R8ADH9/11/1910 - No. 442 •RIV.US OP THE AIR• 

Singl e stories in JWIGER 1930s. 
There is also a stroog SUBpicion that E. S. Brooks used the ,nace of 

Philip Hardy in the llol1dS¥ Annuals, but oore proof is needed at Ule 
mODent, and views of readers are welex>me on the subject . 

• • • • • 
POIIITS OF YIU 

~ : Getting a bi t hot under th e collar, aren't they? 'l'he boys 

in C.D. , I ceon - St . Frank' s v. Creyfriars? Jlll:les ~. Cook v. Re« 
Sandarson? larry !lorloy calls 1t n boaltby argument. It's a good job 

they live far apar t. One or the other wouldn' t stay healthy for long! 

Don' t knov vby thoy botbar. It's O.K. having a friendly argucent 1 but 

when they start crossing svords and insinuating that the other is a 

rotter - vol+, it • s tl.m to cool dovn. To put 1t in the words of 

George Robey: •Teminate your exc1 tabili ty vi th a modicum of roserv e. • 

I vouldn1t like your job as editor, old poll 

~: I =t 98¥ again hov much C.D. is welcomed these dB¥•; 1t 

seecs to get better every ~ime - especial l y nov that we are having so 

much more Leel I don' t ,thl,nk ~ can complain. fut I-. with 

you that nov and then t'!"pers ere inclined to be acriaonious; I think 

one should not take this 11,valry too seriously. I suppose, l ~e poli ­

ticians , ve all ll.ke to shout at eoch other occasionally. 

CHAIU.&S CHURCHILL: The .Leo Colw:m has certainly boon on fir e .lately, 

but I do feol that one or tvo people have been rather ~ .in their 

rocarla!. .l.ftar all, everyone is entitled to their opinions. I think 

Roger Jenk:in8 picked a very poor example of a St . Prank's story t o 

road snd critici se . If ho .wanted to road a story for critical Jm'l)Osos, 

I could bavo BU&l!"Sted many others for preference . Broola!1• stories 

vere nearly all of li.L. Librery length, and 1t vould have been fairer 

.to .take onu of this type snd not go for an "advart• blurb and pic:lc an 

original S .B.L. 
ARffl CARBIN: I have been J:1ore than interested in the letters and 

articles ca:,po.ring Prank Richards v1 th ;;:. s. Broola!. Hotbing vill 

shllks Ill)' love of all P.R. vor'k.s, but 'I will state in all sincerity that 

if 'the old Nelson lee appeared once J:1ore on the bookstalls , I should be 

the first to buy a copy, knowing that I should enjoy tho stories of 

st . Prank's. P.R. and E.S.B. vere as different as chalk and cbeoee, 

but both bavs thei:t' place in tho vorld of boys' papers - and vsren•t 

ve vbo vere boye in thnir hoyd'ey luc:lcy it vas eo. 
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LAURIE SUTTON: I . wonder if read ers noticed the conflicting views 
expressed by the two Lee Col umn contributo r s in Octob er: - ll . H. 
Bros t er : "Brooks did not r epe at his themes like Hamilton ." H. Chaifl!Bll: 
"Duri ng the long run of 15 years t he St . Frank's stories achieved in 
the Nelson Lee it was , of course , necessary to r epe a t various themes." 

One can ' t help thinking, what about the l ong run of 32 years of 
th e Magnet , not to ment ion all the years of the Gem and all the 
Rookwood s t or ie s . 

Novertler J9J4: 
I spent I;tf halt-ten::i holldq at Aldershot with rq cous in Robin, and we h ad a very 

nt ce ttae. On the Saturday cy \UlCle had booked t or us to go to the AlClerShot Hippodrome 
lltlere we sa,r Ctamg Ling Soo who ls a carv ellous Chinese 0celc tan. At least he l ooks 
Chi nese , though 1 heard sooeone sey he "as really an Enal lshman or an Acertcan. ln the 
saoe progral'Y."le wu Harry Ta t e and. hU co~any tn •Motoring.• This was qulte tWUlY. Harry 
Tate dresses tn breeches and ftlggle s bls bl g coustache about . 

Robtn•s school t ees have gone up t o £)-1a pel" t en:i, including books . Hts rather say'S 
1 t ts wer protlt eertng. 

When I got hot'le again I twnd that Doug has got a new girl trt end . Her name ls 
Lavinia Wtlls. She ts very fair and veey l ns lpi d am hos her ha i r tn long curls. I asked 
Doug whether the c::urls were real or whether she does the m up ln curler s "'1.en she goes to 
bed . Doug saYS they are real of course. BM that she ts o ften co.llod the 1?18.ry Ptck:rorcs 
of Kent.• 

I made a jck e end t old Doug 1 t "ould soond ttml\Y 1 t he aald he we.s goi ng t o Lavvy • 
and Hum WM angry wlth oe .so I had to l eave the table . 

The Gee has been good this ronth . The ttr st s to ry was •Work i ng HIS Way" t n l'fl l eh 
Hooper , the New Hous e boot.boy . got the sack • end Talbot bee.ace boot.boy tn his pl ace . 
There ts a new cad at St . J lm' s called Cl 8:?l)e, and he sneers a l ot about Talbo t. In the 
end of the story Lord Eut..ood arranged f or Talbot to have a achOler shtp so that he could 
be at St. J tots as a puptl. 

The second t.al e wa.s •saving Talb ot• l n Nllch Levi son played a btg part . Talbot was 
accused ot th ert, but Levison Coond out that the th l er was TreshaD of the rtrth • a trlend 
ot Cut t s . Bo Tre:flm:::ti "a.s expelled .• 

In •T oe tten7• s war Fund ,• the el'ums got up a tund to help the soldier s a t th e tront . 
They chal l enged the Ftnt Eleven to a f ootball match t o help the fund, and Ki ldare was 
cross about 1 t , and guyed Tom 11en, & co by OJ.ming w t ror the game tn top hats Md 
evening sults . E"fen· so, the First Elncn won. 

• captured by Cipher« "as another Talbo t tal e . 11¥stt!rlous messages in c ipher are 
tound chalked on the doors of St . J lcl• s. Levisoo. worked out th e cipher, and found tbnt 
Talb ot wee: bein g threatened by hts old assoc i ate Hookey Walker. The re have been rather 
a l ot or Talbot tales latel.Y. They are very good but I hope we don•t keep on hav l.ng U\em. 
A new serlol •Ortlcers and Trooper' by Beverley Kent has s t arted ln the Cea. 

Robin sent oa a new Bo,-s• Friend .3d Llbrory called •Ne1son Lee t n the Na'YY4' by tiaDN l 
8?9 tt 11,.,)t , waa .. a J.ood 3to17,, ,.end I ,J8Ye, lt ,to ~Douf. .. ,to,,mke,up . f or , CV ,rather , Nde , jok e,,,,,,, 
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Talk Inc or wer f'l.lldl , at school wt ban bffn lrrrtted to c:., 6d, ror ' ""' 6d, the 

n(!WSf)GOer tbe Dally Dtapateh sends elcarettes an:! &hocolau wcrth 1/8 to a soldier at U'it 

rront. 
11.m Md I uaaaI.lY 10 to the ploture a once a •ct.. We a8'J •A Q.aeen11 Lon• In Pat.hr 

colc:ur . t dlcil•t llt• lt, but J1wl Mld It .as lonlJ . The:, ad'fcrt l N It u the last pic­

ture Wttd1 will be m1, In colC11r till an1r the ..-. A.nother tlcit • SCDII' Cmrlea Hdl'tl'Y 

t n •1 Hu.,ece t raa KIN' 'llhicb I lttld cax:b better. Thl1 ns a ftJ'J' 100& rn.o, b11na In 
4 Ntla. Dad won•t or ic coae wtth us u hi dotan• t Ut t pleiurtl ciJCb. I t ta TerJ nice 
1n:1eed w?m Dad eooea , bectJJte we Utt his CCl:llanY, And h4 p.t,'1 tor the ,eats , t 1 0 In 

holt-prlee , except on Saturd0111, ao wt don•t go on Batll'd.o,s. 
LaTtntc. gan It.Iii M 1r1,--., Llt>rw7 , the .stcry In whleh wns -when the war t s OTr bY 

Henry at . Jobl eoop.,, !UI ms pleued and Uted Ult ~ . and Dou& was tcuched Sid la.Id 

thtlt lA"f'lnta•s ktrx3 h~ 1IIOUld bl htr dOllntall , and I "110 l dldh•t ibin\ t.aYtnt a wQ.lld 

tall rer tor a PeortJ, 111:dcb ms whal. Ulll: boot con. 
OOUI ,t ill hU Ult Narft1 l'Nlr7 wet , bl.Ii I oontt Ut t It a l ot, Jack , Sm , end Pt t t 

ban bewi lolntd b7 a""' P3l cal.ltd .UU, but be d6un •t steD to IL1)roH the stort es. 
.Authors do twvi.r tht rca. tc:c Sayers 11 still tn the Nan"el. One ltor"J' this mnth about 
hla ,ea •A cen:ien•a Cratttude' by A. s. Haro,. 

1 orten ban the bcO's' f'rietd ,m., I ea ln nm s, ttwgh I ttitnk that the bJC,e tront 

pag, picture la ntber c -.tte or apace. There II an•_.. serial called •tinder U\I 

1.111• • ' n,ce b7 John TNr&•llls. nw ... 111 or IChool atones ltKl.lt the Burnside ao,, t:,y 

H«-aoe Phillips It at.Ill got~ on. Tht.1 are t alrlY COod, but not• pat.ch en St~ Jlall1 ~ 

myrr t era . 
TheN la alwa,1 a separat e c<q>ltt e It.or,' tn tho B.r., h1 one week this z:ionth then 

waa qUlte o good western C4lled. •cnm or tbe Pact Tra.111 bJ' cmest Trt•ton. 
J. F\m Fair hY cptned 1Q .:,- tom tn a dlsuald ·lhop . tn ,om-,, It ts quttt t l'Clttns . 

Jo ..- or the mchl.nta )'CU p.1.t a hal~ In Ult slot , end U ,ou "111, Jllbtcb t:m•t ori.en, 

your hllrpeon, ccaea beck. to J°W• Thert 11 one aachlne ~ you att er-a ah.Ip betwtn 
rocu, and 1r 1CU dOn' t let w lh1p toudl U)e rocta, your h,Jlperey COMS back. C)le 

sechlnt ta called ' Whftt tr. Bl.ltler SM,• Md I put a haltpenn, In btoaust 1 Chouiht l t 

WOUld be tdlcattcnal but It turned wt to bt onl1 a lot or sntpa troa allly old rnm. t 
6*ed t or Iii' none, bade., and the Rttmdont sa id •Bt orr "lt.b 10Ul11 

Tbt Nagnet 1, at.Il l below lta old atar.:lard . The Urst sur,- Md •Harry Wherton & Co 

tn f'1'MOt' a.a Che ti tle OQ ttu? oonr , but i.be story wu aetuat.i, cal.lid •t.oott.ng tcr 

ilona, .• /.l<mO Todd and lbcle 8tn,11D1A were co boltda, to Sll'lt :r.erl.and tt,en "or trot , 
w,. ColOMl WhaHon M:I 88"7 & Co went w t to tr, t o help thm hoDe, Md they all found 

themetns tac.Inc t he ce.rmiu tn rrenc, . · 
t n •fl'I• Reign or TCl"l"Ol'9 a now 1ehool dentist called Theodon Luu; It.art.ad pull ln& c,J.t 

t.et th right and left , ond putt ing In Cl ll 1'8,8 tlhen they weNO ' t wa,,.tld. He turned out to 

t,t C3dlb7 of Bl&heltff t D bad been hel ped by Loaer. Ugbl I fCUld all that rather paJn-­

tul abc:ut U:ttb. 
tn •Tbl 8113Ct Footballtr'tl' Nr,. ~ t lcb not ott hJa onlca Cl"CICI Oflf"1U'i:, and torboclt 

foci.boll . Bo the Rea:)Tt tootboll ue.a dlecutsed tbe:1:ret ln, as blact bQJs t n crder t o 

pl s, St . J l:i.' a.. 
•rautnc tor Coker' was good ot t u tn• , Coker was Dede a pre fect , r:...it It dld'l 't 

work out •11 , and at Che end he "81 Just eoter or the f'tttb agatn. 
w, ... gotrw to a, ar,r'm>Cbert • houat ln Ea.sex tor wr ~tatm, hollda.1. I don't 

cind , bUt I t.hlnt l 1'0llld rather bffe OJriscms ot haDt . 

- ~.~ i . 829: 873, -175, 882: 888', -888. -• .o.~ lf;. 6o. - .. - - -
~ · l(X)!lmflQDRQAD, ~. 

~- Yi ~rm:.. A ~ int o'i th1, -~;,. book 1; .;,. ;,.11ab1.: Pr1~, , • 51: ,;o. 

pos e. op u Ha ll abte Cl"C:D ~. Ip Ell!WD 8911, ~ . Lond99e N,W,JO. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
Tl!OOE OFFICIAL RECaU'6 By Laurie Sutton 

Fro1:1 time to time in the C. D. there bas be en some controversy 

r <,garding the authorship of .certain sto r ies . 
NOV I do not doubt or disputo that Bill lofts bas core information 

and knowledge on this subject than ony other living person, yet never­

theless I have challenged his statements as to th e authorshi p of cer­
tain stories for r easons that · I have previouely stated in C. D. 

Of oouree Bill bas grent advantages in having personal contact 

with mony Fleet Stree t personalities, au thors ond edito r s, but I con ­

sider that there nre bound to be erro rs made when men nre searching 

their memories for titles · end nsmee of, in man.v coses , insignificent 

stories and authors of up to fifty yesrs ago. . . 

In recont months Bill Lofte has supported hie statements · with 

r eferences to "official r eoords, • but I sm curious to know just what 

form these r ecords take . "8 I see it , "official records" would i,., 

t abula ted dota filed in the publisher's offioe , but v e have never 

previously heard of the current exis t ence of BJJY such reoords . Had 

they existed , all the research , now disooveries , ·. contradictions , etc . 

would have .been superfluous . ...Cter all , Bil.1 1 s r evelations have come 

at varying intervals , and not in one disclosure such ne an official 

list would provide . 
In view of all this , I was very interested in Bill Lofts ' oommente 

on Gem No. 77 , "The Terrible Three ' s ~r-Cruise .• As Bill remin ds us , 

C2\srles Hamil ton wrote of this in his Autobiography ne though i t had 

boon the first of the sub s tori es , ye t, in fact, sho ut n dozen had been 

published between Gome 43 and 74 . Bill ooncludee from this that C. H. 

was llnalfsre that sub stori es had been p,blisbed previous to "The T. T. 

Air-Cruis e• but I regard this as utt erly impossible . In six months 

between Gome 43 and 68 no lees than one-third of the stories hnd been 

subs . .a young autho r in the esrly days of the Gem oould hardly have 

failed to watch the develop11ent of the paper, and financial considera ­

tions would have made him well awsre that his stories had been published 

only two weeks in three. furthermnre, before Gem 66 , sub writers had 

already introduced , obviously on an editorial circulation idea, two __ ..,,. _____ ....,.__ __...... ,,,,_ 
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Colonial junio rs, Clifton Dane and Hsrry Noble, both of whom had 
already been insinuated into genuine Hamilton stories - this, of 
course, before the characters were adopted (and adapted) by Charles 
Hamilton, 

It would seem that either illarles Hamilton' s memory was ccnfused 
when he recorded t he incid ent in his Autobiography, or - more lik ely -
that the incident occurr ed several mont hs before the publication of 
Gee, TI (actually befo re No, 43) and the story WllB hel d over; possibly 
the or'4!insl author of "The T,T, Air-Cruise," as en established 
professional writer, also had his pride hurt at having his story re­
written , and his pccket hurt by the splitting of hie cheque! 

* * * * * 
GOO OF RAl!ILTONIA No, 13, (New Seri es) 

•Have you anything to tell me?" snapped the inspector over the 
telephone. 

•convi ct No. 19 is at Greyfriars School," 
"llhat! • gasped Mr. Grimes. • Are you speak:lng from Greyfriars?" 
"Oh, no, not at all ! I' m speaking from - from Barrow.• 
"Good gad!" 
"Don't get the ide a into your head thnt I'm a Greyfriars can," 

said Bunter hurriedly , "I'm at Eton. See?" 
"Who are you?" 
"Hy ll800 1s Smith, I say , that man Waring - Convict No. 19 - is 

here now. I mean, he' s a t Greyfriars, He calls bimelf l:ric Gilmore, 
end i s master of the Second Form. He' s stuffed the Head and all the 
f el lows, When you've got hi.Iil I shall claim the reward, See?" 

"Give me your name at once!" 
"Robinson," 
"You young rascal !" 
"Eh?" 
"How dare you play such tricks on a pclice-inspector. I shall 

come and see your headmaster at once! " 
"It ain 't the headmaster, it's the master of the Second Form.• 
"It is your headmaster whom I shall see , you young r llBcal, and I 

shall see that you are caned for this fooli sh trick , " 
"Oh, l or1 1" 
"Tell me your name immediately !• 
"Jack.son." 
•1 shal l see whether your ll8llle is Jackson when I call,• said 

Mr. Grimes ,grimly. --··· .. ······-····-··••··-·-·•• ....... - ... ·-·-~·-··"'"""'"" 
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"I - I aay , don ' t forget I ' m speakiJ;>g from Harrow - I mean, Kton 

- that is to say, liincbesterl" gasped Bunter. "No good coming to 
Greyfriars , you know, if you ' re going to see the Head. You' ll waste 
your time ooming her e." 

There was no reply to that last masterly 8Xlllllple of :ai.nter' s 
DBtuteness , Inspector Grimes had rung off . 

* * * * * 
LET'S BE CONTROVHlSIAL 

l!2....fil.: IT I S .rulT l!Y POINT OF VIEW I 

Most r eaders of the Digest have been entertained by the liveliness 
which has been apparent this year between the Lee fWlB and those of 
Hamiltonia , Just a few have been saddened by it. 

In an article in last C>onth' s Digest , Mr, Harry Broster appealed 

for tolerance . Such an appeal should find a sympathetic echo in our 
hearts , if we see intolerance in the var ious items which ve lnve 
print ed this year , Now and then a contributo r writes with unnecessary 

tartn ess , undoubtedly, but, generally speaking , it has all been good 
cl ean argument and fun, 

Harry, of course, wrote with the best intentions - to reason with 
both sides - to act as a peacemaker, I fe el , though, that he a pproach­
ed the =tter rather like a man who tries to extinguish a bonfire vith 
a bucket of paruffin . The eyes and nays for bis ocimments on Mr. Brooka 

and the St. Frank ' s yarns are outside the soope of this co lumn, but I 
f ancy that Harry's article will do but 11 ttl e to soothe the sa vage 

Hamiltonian breasts. 
Harry is entitle d to express bis own opinions, and ' bis opinions , 

as ve all know, are worthy of respect . That does not mean tha t his 
opinions are, of necessity, indisputable facts . 

Harry may well be right in t he points be makes to Dhow where St . 

Frank' s is superior , I certainly disagree heartily wit h most of bis 
remarks about Bsmil tonis, 

Most Greyfriars f ans are fond of Bunter , for it is impossible to 

like the l!a8net without enjoying :ai.nter, Most St, Jim ' s fans love 

Gussy, for it would be difficult to enjoy St. Jim 's without doing so. 
Yet Harry regard s Gussy DB a case fo r a psychologist and Bunter ha 
rejects because the Owl could never have passed the entrance examina ­

tion . Surely such arguments are perilously near sophistry . 
Harry adds that Pitt, De Vale r ie; and Fullwood were "more accept ­

ab le" than Vernon-Smith . To whom? liell, obviously - and quite 
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rightly so - to our le e f11Jl8. But not to Haml.lton iMB , surely . Most 

Hamiltonians regard Vernon-Smith as being a splend id character study , 

especial ly in the golden age of the Jlo8net. 
Horry regards levison "" Haml.lton•s finest character i sation . But 

one oould argue that levison " "" one of t he most inoonsis t ent ly hand ­

led of characters . 
Horry liked a big cast in his school stories . He liked the minor 

pleyers kept in the lil!:eli;!!,t . He thinks t be Hamil ton tr avel series 

suf f ered because only a SID311 number of boys went on those tr ipe 

abroad . ilut we don't all feel like that . I don' t for one. I vould 

not for o moment agree toot stories vith l.:irge casts vere superior to 

st or i es vi th smnll ones. Quite the reverse. 
Horry seys toot •st . Ji.m' s vas more ontor toining " presumably 

because it bad o wger cast and more Houses. fut thnt is only s 

llllltter of taste . llarfy really should not assert that St . J iJ:11s """ 

core entertaining than Greyfriers , or thnt St . Frank ' s waa Dore enter­

taining than ei thcr , simply for that resson alone , 
I would agree vboleheortedly tllat oertain very interesting 

characters vere je t tisoned without cuch r eason. Boys like lumley-

1.UIDJ.ey, Monteith , and Kolllni Rao vere put into the baclr8I'ound, to be 

r eplaced in the limeli;lht by Cordev, Backe, Trimbl e, 'iildr oke, and 

ot hers . fut I would not agree for one c,a,ent that a large cast 

iloproves any story . I have alweys oontended that the Gen foiled in 

it s middle years because its cas t """ for too Wge. The glu t of 

minor characters on the stage, toking the l imelight from the tried 

favourites , put one in t he position of not being eble to see the vood 

for the trees . · 
The macmoth Qiristnas po.rties a t Eastwood House loft me oold, but 

I VBB al ways chl>.rced by the soaller , CIOr e intimate parties at 'iherton 

Lodge. 
Personally I should have detested the trav el series if Harry ~ 

'iherton had been accompanied by "the little army• 'vbi ch Mr. Broeter 

seems to find so advantageous . I should hnve lost interest very . 

quickly had the Clift' House gir l s gone willy-nilly into the trav el 

series ., 
I vould go further , ' and suggest that huge casts and very long 

series vars bad policy in that they disoouraged growing cirollat ions . 

A casual reader , fin:ling himself in the middle of a story and being 

faced vi th ·a glut of characters , might vell find himself bevildored 

and disincl ined to become a regular reader . 
Our friend asserts that "th e subject of 4ubeti tute writers has 
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become a distinct bore to the more sensible of our hobby,• Such is 

not r eally the case , The substitu t e writers played such a large part 

in the story of the llagnet and the Gem that it is alJlloat impossible to 

vri te of certain sections of their history vi tbout r eferring to the 

subs , I have little time fo r peop l e who oondemn the subs simply 

because they were subs , but our l etter - bog proves tbnt t he sub jec t is 

still one of keen interest to the aven,ge Hamiltonian , Or is Harry 

suggesting that average &.mil tonians ere not senaible people? 

Harry is in orror when he nc ruses us of being wis e after the 

even t , I spent a oonsidernble portion of my own boyhood fuming over 

the substitute sto rie s , And ns I was not, and never have been , above 

ave rag e intelligence, I nm sure tbst large O\Dllbers of readers 

expe ri enced the S!lllle re acti ons as I did , 
To speak of folk vh o abandon their membership beCllUss the clubs 

dwell too much on Bunt er and Greyfriar s is surely a simplification: 

If club programmes are allowed to beoome monotonous , th en the club 

officiala are a t fault. · ll;y ovn exper ience .is that the clu bs provide 

as much variety ns they can, If a member wants to give n talk or 

arrange a novel 1;y item on Nelson Lee , Sexton Bloke , or ney other 

character , be or she is give n eve ry encouragement to do so . My 

impression is that if a man lo ovos the club becnuse he considers 

Bunter is too much in the lime light, be would bn ve left in any case 

· for some exruae or other , 
Providing readers keep their temper s , the arguments on the 

r espective merits of Brooksiann and R::lmiltonin are not to be deplored. 

They add to t he interest and to the fun of living , It is jus t n pity 

if anyone takes them t oo seriously . 

<XlllTROY)\1lSL\L EC!IOI,:l 

llo , 79. THE PglT-WJll! GREmUARS 

:i.~iae ! ~~! 8
1
8

:~ ~~csan:r1 :.::tww:n~ ~~~t~ ai~t!:;• 
Md •Bunte''• Bratn wave' eme ll tnt ana el.moat ltk e our d60l' Nagnet or lcq aa.o. But 1 

dtd Und tn th e l atur llC4t'7 an tn-t t.attnc reterenc, t.o NI". 8d\ka u Joey, , b:, Loder or 

the Btz tb. A lmlll poi nt , but nnnoytnc to the nteran read er . I don't think t lbould 

ever went a oOlll)let e collection of Bunter t>oolu• but tbey aro . I th i nk , beeutltully got 

u,p, and t or better t¥J)e than our Hagneta. 1t)e1 .art , aa you rl&htl.J' polnt.ed out atmad 

at you.ngnen or t ~, end not a.tu.a t'UltT old •bartleens .• An,yone cu~ 

~~ ~ ~~·:~ :W ~!118tt!cn~!,r~t: 1~ey~~t!~ =:: ~.=' .. 
tour. We are only a&td rut een. 

~: Hr. Ram!l t.cn t hou.&ht he wu wrtt t na 1olely ror 1ouncater, or a new 
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, .,.re, lcn bl.It It 11 t::t oplnlon mat &alts ot UM 'Bunter' boou WQJ.ld hafl: ~ Ttr'J 

dt1awotnttnc 1t tt had not bM\ tor Ult aipport or old re:.!en or the •11acnu.• To 
tek• !:ff ONi c.'.lae, DOit ot rq trlendt knew ot r:v hobl>¥ tbc:11.gh thQ' haYt no lnt.fl"ltt In H, 

t21ouell'ts . I haopen to Jtno1li that n, lea5t thrt e or theci bought aeveral cq>lu or Bunter 

Book• oa Cl'lrtstma cn:S blrthd oy presents tor 10Wli people , slcply beeauae the Jaekeu · 
C&llht the ir eye through their knofllledee or rr, <WI tntert.1t In <lre, trtars. I ao ,rratd , 
hclteTer , tbBt t know or no tnsc.arice In 1'bltb any or Ule ,wng people , a.ttcr resdlne 
t1:11tr pruen t , as.a tor J:Xrt Bunte' , 

PeraonallY, alUIOUgh I al"UI preferred th t •Na,tntt.' to the •c::;ec,• I enJQJtd I.ht 

tlandtTlllt publ 1c.atton • •Toti Meny & co . ot St , J tc1 S- tar CION t.h.'.m atl)' Bunter Boot. 

~~IT~.~ei:e: :e1::~r:~~!,1~~r~~ ~~r~• rt~,;~~~ a:.~!°°Pos~ 
war St. J le' s hu not 1urrerec1 tn th11 wa,. iltboueh D'Arc, "a, md t the sr.ar , ht dtd 
aot dcc.lnate the Nit or the coat 3S Bunter Md the ~ rtTo did, The oni, crltlolm 

t can We or post.-ws- St , J Ids 11 • too mdl Talbot.• S..s tor po1~ Roonood, "' 1 

.Ill Lonll , 
(Did TolboC. nor In oore thm tMl poat 1ar Tee Herry t ~l es? -ED,) 

!!!!\f!B!;.. ~ :i=n~na~--:1:!~/:c!nbt\1~ : 1~~~,r:b:~~~ ~~ch 

t Mn benrd troa ectults as •11 as yoaqaters . eu, co tie tbeJ art so ta.1dl a l.r'Onst.¥ 
or HatlJ.lt.c:n a.i. hll bUC. and full or nry palpable rauus. Tht CMl"Qei.ers ban beoca 
stert0t;ypes tm toll s tor Bunl.er. And llflen poopl t crittclae I.he rauU1 t t Hl ra.,r. 
Charl11 Htll:i.tlton bee.ems ccrpllte.ly under- r ated u o 'M'lter . I hon bell> qultt W\Dblo 
to read OZJ¥ ot them rt ght through .. each one ti n 11\odow or a Nagnt t aeries which I 
tnrlnl i.ei, pnter In the crtglnnJ. .. nich worn tn thta Nsi,ect th:1n the s . o.t.s . Thtl.t Is 
NlY t wtm a set ectla'I or hts best work could l!pp t lll" In omlbUI edl tl Oll. aut I aippo,e 

UltN 11 no hope ct that-. 

!¥!~£ R:W~t !n~ ~!~M~':1~~t
1!!1!!oo~i.er311~ Ui": 0: 1::r: 

VIBLBY - Vil.~ AN AC'IOR ! By John Upton 

\ 

I 

1 

I note free i tems in C. D. trot soae collectors do oot appear to 

l ike the stories in which boys ,:uwquerade a.s oosters and other adult s I 
with complete success. I myself never questioned the as'"11!lption that j 
was mnde , and the stor i es of Frank Richards in which basically imposs-
ibl e situations of this kind vere presented gave ce a tremendous amount 
of acw,ecent as n boy, and continue to do so . 

One of the finest eXllll!ples of the 1""'8querade1 story that I know .I 

of is "Ace of Jokers,• in vhidl 'iib l ey. expelled. returns to Grey-
friare as a Mr, Spofford , "n short , middle-<lged gentleman" vi th gold-
rimed glasses , ond tsl<es charge of the Remove, Some of the ri chest 
or Frllllk Ricbarda 1 bucour 111 herein to be foun:I, In the follovillg 

extract , for exacple , the nev master makes a SOl:lOVlat eurprising start 
with bis class , vi th S0!:18 manbero of which he bas ecores to eetUe .... 

•What ls your no?• 
•aierry, lir.• 



•sher:TY\ Your naat h Shen-,? • 
•No. atr; Ch.eITY.• 
• Abatrd \ Do not atte.q>t to play pructteal 3okes on oe. Do you suppose I CD llk olY 

to believe that your ntme ts Cheny , or Apple , er Raspben"y , or anyt.hlrc or the ac:rQ• 

SMPPtd Hr. Spofford. 
Bob' s tace wa.a as red o.s tbe rip est chen7 tha t nez- ripened. 

• •But - bUt t.hot ts qy n.1£>e., atr ,• he st,ai:D)N(I. •tty MDe reall,F •• Chen7 - Robert 

CheM"')', s tr .• 
•Nouense l 'hlke tttty U nesL• 
•Ob, ~ hat L• ca.aped &ob. 
•1.m ycu.r ne.oe?• decnnded Hr. Spottoni , nxtnc his eyes on Johm7 Bull . 

•Bun, s tr .• 
•wtw.t - Whaf? AN you Tentun,- to 1.t:Lltatt the ab.!t.lr"d j es ting of thts ba1' who 

pretends tha t hlS nacc ts Cherr)'? 1 do not bellno thll t )'our mme ts Bull , or cow. or 
Sheep• or anything or the kind \ • · • 

JohMY' s race ,a.s as rvo as Bob' s. Soce or rhe RemTlt.es crtnned. Jobnny dtd not 
grin., 

• tt, name's Bul.U • hi roared. •And a. jolly &cod naDe , too l • 
•st1enc e1 Toke tl t ey line s.I How, your N!llla?• 8*ed Hr . Spofford , point ing wlt.h 

QJ.elch • s pointer to Hurree JOt!ISet Rsn Singh • the dul!lky~Nabob ot Bhantpur . •1 was not 

awnre that th ere "o.s a necro In Utl a Fora. Your MPe - SnOM>all • or RIIC&l•• or what?• 
•1 han not the uta8Cled bonoUr" or betnc a nccro , ~ ••ttaob l e str . • aatd th e No.bob 

ot Bhc.nlpur • • and a:, nace ta Htrree J tlCNt bill s 1 ncJ). • • 

•1 wJll not au°" thU trlTOlous 3eattrw 1• snorted ttr . Spottord. •How dere you 

prcten:t thnt your nome ta Hol.Y Jar:pot Rura BMal Did 7ou. &lO" HolY J aq,ot Rw::a Rane?" 
•1 di d not&• hooted the Nobeb. •1 rejoice l n the nt>BUX'd ood ezecr able 1l8tl8 or 

Rurrc e Jaoset ROD Singh .• 
•1 can • • that thts Sa a 3est .• sold Hr. Spottor'd. •No dcubt )'OU tii ve planned a 

rac on your new cas ter by pretending to have 12\Ht rldlculoua and ltl)ONlble JUJC)8!1• 

Teke ti f't7 Unea. • 
•oh, c, esteemed hatL' 
•No" you , the boy wt th the speot.<1.Clos - what ta )"ClUr naz:te'11' 
•Bunter, , tr .• 
•cnmterl I do not l>el.tere thst J'OUI" name U Gnmter L• 
•1 so td Bunter\• hooted tile oo. or the Rer:JOTe lndtgnant)J' . 
• r?lDt ts equoJ.lY ab.surd . Bunter ta not a nm:.. It ls a r ldlculoaa ejaculation .• 

•Hn, M, M i• 
• Take ti t ty Unes ---' • 

It never occurred to me as I read such stories to consider that 

such thi.Il8S simply oould not hllppen in real life, and I am glad that it 

did not, fo r half the joy of that wonderful world would 8\ll'ely have 

evaported with the oold , hard fact in one ' s lllind . 
You will remember the story, "They Vapted An Actor,• in th e 19}7 

Holiday Annual . Wingate , dawn to play Hamlet in the Sixth Form Produ~ 

tion , fall s ill vi th flu . Wibl ey ' s services are offered to fill the 

br each , but are declined - "it wouldn ' t be fair to the other play=s , • 

seys Nor th, "to DSk th,.. to act in the piece vith a .1"811 hand taking the 

leading part . • Wibley ' s r etaliation is to pl oy the part nevertheless, 

in n dual role: llsmlet and Kt. "Jay Pew. ,• • n f'riend of Rake ' s father . • 

The .. pley .. e~s ... to .. a ... tromendous .ovation, .. for .Wingate •s .,subs ti tute , , .. who , 
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then removes wig and moustache to rev eal bis t rue i dentity , Even Dr. 
Locke has to l augh at the extraordinary expression on Nort h' s face , 
Revenge is sweet! · 

One of my favourite • !!agnet" series is tho delight ful Eastcl i ff 
Lodge set , which rests entirely upon the assumption menti oned above, 
\libley plcying t he role of the spy, Sir Will iac Bird , during bis 
absence from home on a secret mission , is an inspired ide a, tailor-made 
for Frank Richards ' delicious humour, Constantly , throughout this 
series , one is gr ateful for the superb acting ability that i s \libley's, 
for without i t he would undoubtedly have gi ven the g..., away at the 
start , "" it is , his frequent involun t ary returns to his true age 
cause some embarrassing lll<Xl!ents, aa for axample when Sir Will iam and 
the Famous Five witness an encounter between a Spifire and Ceman I 
Messerschmitts , end when the planes have dis appeared behind cloud Sir ~ 
William sxcla1ms: "By gum! If only a f ellow was a bit olde r-• 

•tt - It .t\at-a eJaeulated Bob;. 
1 1 - I - Oh, I - l ceon, It a i:m were a blt. JOW'f:er&' stamered Si r Wllll ac. 'Who 

wtllldn' t be nn a1rmn.• 

And on another occasi on., . , 
•it will be lunch soonL• recorked Sir wnuac., 1 Race you tellows up to the twse , 

Jtiat?• 
I Wha -Q- Q I 
The rm:x:iua Fl ve blinked, They were prepared tc roce an)'body, but they were sur­

prlsea to hear t.h..•t CMllengo trolil o. venenible baronet. ,rt th s ll vecy hair, 
nie:, trot atter hlci, to l'.llcour the • venerable old belln9 - •oot onl7 Bob Cheny was 

level ,ti.en t.he:r BrTlnd et the portico or the Lodge,• •sooe spri nter ,• a:o.spa NUgent, 
.U they dlac uss the Incident Bi lly Bl.l'lter onrh ears and retorts: 1Wha1. about Jt? Wlbley 
can runl He did dlc school tiuxtred )'Ol'ds once. • In aplt.e of thta gtve-a.ra, .. (DM8.S1. 
ownileu others .. the f ai:ws Fiw atl ll dO net rec.llH the tro th WOUt ihetr energetic 
hoat 1 such ls the ooqi l ete coovtcttcn wi th ""lch thnt ~le schoolboy !dopta the 
l'i)yslctll appenranee nnd, by md lerg e, the attributes ot o st1t.Y-tlve yoor old . And It 
fs the QU.altta ot Fl-ant Rl cbOrds' wrtt tng thOt adds e<q>let c conviction and naturalness 
to the 8CIJ81~ sttua tJon, Md brtnga out all Its entertain i ng potentt:il. 

A further challenge to llibley's acting genius comes when his 
"nephew,• Loder, and Price turn up a t Eastclif f Lodge in the s tory: J 
"Billy Bunt er's Hair Raid, " Already Loder' s r eception on the tele -
phone has been , r ather lee s than oordiol: 

•we•re at &natcllt f Btatt m nc:.. we oenrt get o toi l tor love or r:rJf'if'!Y,1 sa i d 
Loder. •wn1 rou aend the car?• 

'Oh, no&• 
'Wl>ot?' 
•1-1-r:»an- The taet ts, LOcler- t man, <ieral.d .. wto-the di ckens dldn• t you let 

i:,e mo::r~oo1:/~"f~ back Loder•, TOlce. •Dtdn1 t you tell De, when yw Sc1W 

oe oi. the IChool, to C-OCIO along tor the hole. 8llY t lce I llk ed, whether you were at ho:ie 
or not1• 
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•Oh,• gasped Wtbley, • dld I?• He realised th o.t th e genuin e Sir Wllll lll:I: Bird mst 
have done so .• 

The conver sa tion proceeds ••• 
•J s thot young elld Whcrton there , a.tte r all, " 1th hts gang?" asked Loder, 1n a very 

ple nSllJ'lt c.one. 
•r,y young friend Whorton l s here L Certo lnl,y\ Hts friends Bull, Cherry, Nt}gcnt, 

Hun-cc Singh , and - and Bll'lter are here nlso L I rear , Loder - J mcon, Geral d - tbot you 
TtOUl d not pull 1111 th tbet'\l What?" 

•1 say , th ls ta pretty thtckL • Loder• s vo tcc was angey now. •Her e . I z as rm- ns 
East cltrt Statton, onC1 a pal wttb ~ 

•L ots or t ro lns bac.kl ' 
1 Wh8t7 1 

• Good-bye, GeraJ. dl' 
• Look h ere--9 bowlOO Loder trom th e o ther erxt. 
But Str WUU ;;w d id not l ook there. He le.z:;J:lCd beck. th e rece i ver , noo u Cer.lld 

Loder went on talking, he had to waste hls arteetness on the deser t a tr. 
Wlbley r ose from th e t el ephone. 
1 Thnt ' s thatt• ho rermked . 

That , however , is not thLlt; Loder and Pri ce e l bow th eir woy in at 
Eas tcli ff Lodge , and during Sir Will iam ' s unavoidable a bse nce thr ough 
t he loo s of hi s wig, they cause Harry Wharton a nd Co. plenty of un­
pl easantness . Sir Will iom - the secret of whose identity is r e ve aled 
t o the Co. during the course of this story - ralli es r ound handsomely 
in speeding the par-ti ~ guests: · 

Loder gl ared a t 6 lr Wtlllac. 
• Look here,• he roar ed, •tho se young scourdrels .,. 
• eucnce , Loder • that u, Gerald &• bartted: Sir Wtllt i:e sternu . •How dare )'OU app ly 

a1ch epith ets t.o CIY gue st s - QY honoured guests1 I am per r ect)Y Lll'fare Gera ld• tbo.t these 
chq>s - I oean , these boys - woul d have been very glad to keep th e peace . I am shocked 
at you , Gerald & I oc d lsguste<l ot yaul, You have taken advantage or er, - r;v t eq.,or ory 
l001 spos1t lon to act lik e a hooll gan .... Indeed, ltk e tt Hun&• 

:~l~ e:;:t · a ;l~;2 ~: · to be bull,yragged - I - I raean, I "111 not pertl tt the e 
to be subj ected to hoollgant sm undor Et" r oon Nothing or th e kind I Gol' · 

•I - I - • Loder ohok:ec1 with roge , •t - • 
St r Wlll l o.a waved hU hand to Ole st.'l trs. 
1 Gol 1 h e th.lndered. 
•You old roou • bowled Loder. 
• Blur:p l 1 th.mdered Sir Willi an. 
•Ohl Yes, slrL' gs.sped tile bUtler , troa below. 
1 Reaive th ese - th ese persons troo the house & Remove t.hm a t onceL Bend thelr 

baggage a tter th ee.. Bluq,l Tate th ee away& Bluq, - John - Charl es - Robert - reOOYe 
the se two young 1'1ltt1an s l I t they are perm.J.tt ed ~ ecter tht a llXUlSlon aga tn• Bl~• tt 
wnt cost you your pl ace l Reoove Uletal,• 

A maste rly performance indeed for a boy of 15 years 3 months ! But 
these char acters had no fixed ages, surely , in our imaginatio ns. 

Wibl ey, in my estimation , was a most essen ti al char act er to 1'}le 
Greyf:riars scene , whose starring roles in these end other stories gave 
us some of the witti est stories of a ll. I a lway s feel t hat Frank 
•N'"''""'"''"'"'" '""•- ""IIIHU,N"'ff"'"''"' "'"'" ""'""'""'"""""""'"'" """"'" """"" """'H"'"'"'Hll'"ll'" "'"'" " "'"" """" """""' '' '" "' IH"'""' • 
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Richards especially enjoyed contriving situations of the Eastcliff 

Lodge type , and it is an enJoyment which, just ns it briJl8s the stories 
so s trongly to life , nlso brings the author himself , and his personnl­
i ty , vividly Md< to US, 

AUSmALU 

The usual enthusiastic core of collectors was present f or the 

Septeaber club ""eting on Thursdey , 17th , held ss nlweys at tbnt CIOSt 

congeninl rendezvous, The Book Bargain Baz=, Crone Place , Sydney, 
Don Harkness eo ter tained members by passing nround the prints of 

photos taken at the Jiugust meeting, Acidet the genernl babel, one fac t 

emerged - the members may not be very photogenic but Don is a first 
class photographer! And this unaninous opinion was confir...d by the 
secretary when she thanked Don for his pleasiil8 eff orts on behalf of 

his fel.lOII members, . 
Syd Smyth came staggeriil8 in under his load of magazines ond whilst 

the contents wore beill8 eagerly consu...d by those pres ent a plell8ing 

half hour was spent discussill8 the most vtll'ied selection , Blake fens 
wore psrtiCUUU'ly well catered for as there is an abeorbing article by 
Ill' , H, II, Twyi:ian coverill8 entirely new territory , "The U,J, Cover-Book" 

a rarity , t he o~ dne in existe nce being in hia possession so it is 
literally unique, For llrunilton enthusiasts ther e was nn unforg ett able 
feature by G, R, Somweys telling of hie personal encounter wi th the 

inCC111psrable Cluls. llemi.lton - entitled "A Half Hour Viti? C,H, " this is 
a crust for nll thoee devotees of his artiatry, Informative and amusill8 
S.B.L, reviews by Victor Colby were, as a lways a stimulatill8 fe ature of 

th e club magazine with Ernie Carter's Column providing a wide coverage 

of inte restill8 eoippets of news, Overseas subecribers will be pleased 
to know that their oopies have beeo posted late in August so should 

reach !)]gland mid October at the latest, Jmyone who would li.ka to 

obtain a oopy c,ey se01re one from Syd Smyth, 1 Brnndon St ,, Cl.ovally , 
11.s.w. at the cost of 4/ - , 

"The \Ibo• s Who of Boys Writers" was produced by Ernie Carter and 

this labour of love was peni.aed amidst the UlllllUJ>:OUS oomcents of 

I 
~ 
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approval, · . 

Lett ers from .orthur Holland, Wellington (N.s.w.), Mr, Matthews 
(South ,wstralia) and Ron Hodgson (Northern Club) provided a ple asant 
interlude of news and views and this was followed by a r a ther colo urful 
di scussion on Bandforth, arising out of R~. Sanderson' s thought pro­
voking fe a tur e in the curr en t C. D. 

Meeting fini shed as usual in the local coffee shop wher e sundry 
topics were discu ss ed und er th o mello wing influence of first r a te coffee , 
Next meeting to be held on Octobe r 15th, B. PATE · Hon, Sec , 

+ + + + + 

MIDLAND 

Meeti ng held 29th September, 1 'l64. 
What wss generally acce pted as one of the fullest programm es for 

some months was enjoyed by twel ve members'. Before t he start of the 
scheduled agenda Ivan Webster displllyed 2 fine exampl es of bound Gems, 
Bound locally t hase were to use · the pun real • gems • of workmanship, 
There was also a very fioo copy of a pre- 1900 Girls Own Annual , already 
bound of course , Iv an also gave us the details of his lucky 1 f1nd 1 of 
70 S,O,Le. whilst on holidey on the South Coas t, Starting with a 
quiz by J ack Bellfield, winner Tom Port er ond runner-up myself, we vent 
on to the next itan - major one of the evening,' Thi s was a talk by me 
on the subject of I Talbot and Levison ,• I gave my opinion tha t Talbot 
was spoiled by aver playing his · capabilitie s of cr a cksmanship at the 
btart. It was a lot to as k a young reading public to swallow the ' fact 
t hat a l ad of 16 years could dominate a des per a te gang of criminals 
even if the fe at of being abl e to cr !lck any kind of safe was vi thin 
hi s bounds , All stories were far - fetched but this I thought was asking 
too much of a gullible re ading publi c . I also contended that Levison 
he lped to make the earlier Toff yarns re adabl e , Talbot had qunlij;ies 
enough to malal him one of Martin Clifford I s best chara ct ers 111 thout 
over r eaching his more than unique gifts as a safe bre aker , Various 
opini ons were given but generally , as is usual, what was accepted by 
the reading public of t he early Gems era was good anough for every one 
now, Nuff said , The Raffle was won by Norm,in Gregory and Iv ab 
Webst er. Ther e was a sho r 't game set by Tom Porter and then ' a discussion 
introduced by Norman, This was "Would Greyfriars have been improved by 
th e addition of anothe r House?" One or two thought two Houses could 
have enhanced interest but as expec ted - the majority would not counten­
ance any interference with the beloved Greyfriars , Finishing off a vecy 
. complet e , evening' ,s .. programme, .. , Ted,} lavey .. obliged " 1n his " usu!ll ,,,,,.,.,,.,,,,,,,, .. , .... 
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entertaining mamer, with a reading from Magnet No. 1483 - ' From School 
to Circus. • ]»ring the night we all had to congratulate our treasurer 
Norman on completing the whole set of •captains,• his premier interest. 

HARRY BROOTER 
+ + + + + 

NOJ!T!IDlN 

Secretary . 

Meeting held on Saturday , 10th October, ]964: 
Most of the missing 'regulars• were back in their places for the 

October meeting, and chairman Geoffrey Wilde welcomed the larger 
gathering for the start of what promises to be a very interesting 
winter season . 

Formal business was soon got out of the way, and then Gerry 
Allison gave us the month's correspondence, which included a letter 
from Ian Menzies, one of our Canodian members, who is at present visit­
ing this country. He was unable to attend the meeting, as he had hoped 
to do, owing to illness in the fsmilY. 

Jack Wood• s news of the month followed, the chief item of which 
we.s the exciting prospect of seeing Sexton Blake on the bookstalls 
once again, and the chance of re-reading some of the old masterpieces 
which gave us so much pleasure in daye gone by. It is said that the 
old BakerStreet set-up is coming beck; Mrs. Bardell , Pedro and all. 

J,. moment of nosta!;!is followed when Jack Wood read the minutes of 
the meeting held ten years prevlouslY, on 11th September, 1954, includ ­
ing, as they did, the names of some s talwarts who have now passed on. 

Then Gerry gave us an account of the !Dndon meeting, held at Mar­
gate , which he ond l\)'ra attended. They were right royallY entertained, 
and the souvenir menu cards were passed round. lie were pleased to hear 
that Gerry worthilY upheld the honour of the llorth by winning the 
letter quiz conducted by Roger Jenkins. Gerry also described the visit 
to • Rosel awn, 1 at Kingsgate, where, thanks to Miss Hood, they saw Frank 
Richards' study, and the typewriter on which so many of his stories 
were vri t ten. 

The Allison• provided this month' s programme, and the first item 
was a team game based on questions about the hobby, and also general 
knowledge. Gerry and Jack were the captains, and this proved so popu­
lar we had a second session after refreshments. J ack' s t eem won by 
62 to 56 after a very exciting contest. 

Then J ack Allioon read us one of his own school stories which he 
eontributed to 'The Scout, ' and this brought a most enjoyable meeting 
to a close. Next meeting Saturday, November 14th . F. HAIICOCK, Hon.Sec. __ ,.._ .... __ ..... __ ... __ .... _____ .............. .,_,_ .. ___ , ____ ,, ___ .., __ _ 
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Meeting held Sunday , 1 1 th Octo ber: 
Tbis ' v as our A. G. M. and I am pleo.sed to r epor t an improved attend ­

ance. John Farrell was back after his illness , and we wer e par t icularly 

pleased to se e Frank Unwin again. lie elected the offic ers fo r the 

coming year , tho verdict being •no cllen&e. • The firs t discussion con­

cerned the r e-appearance of the Sexton Bl alw Library . No:nnan Pragn ell 
r ead an extr a ct fro m tho October 1Blakiana • and he expr essed an opinion 
that the r e-introduction of Pedro was not a good thing as the idea of a 

bloodhound tr acking down criminals was r atho r out of date . Most of us 
agreed that Pedro in 11 world of fll8t cars, jet pllllles , r adar, and all 
the scientific para phernalia of the police today , would bo superfluous . 

ilo did not conside r that the sto r ies would necessar il y bo modern, how­
ever . Period sto r ies {i . e . sto r i es of say 1920, and 1930 or even 
earlie r ) completo with Pedro !lild Tinker , and kept to those peri ods 

mi8bt well succeed as they would provide a change from t he mod.am 

det ective books of which the r e ar e msey on the market. We all agreed 
however t hllt · the new venture must be given the utmost publicity . Some 
of us had been unab l e to · obtain copies of t he new Edgar ilallnce boo ks 

as many of tho bookstall s in Liverpool not only did not have them but 
did not know they ever existed . Prom the r e we vent on to the Jim Cook 

saga , on "Hamilton v E. S . B. " 
Norman read to us an article by Roger Jenkins which appeared in 

number 6 of th e C. D. in 1947. This ar t icle wll8 extremely cr i tical of 

E. S.B. and one phrllBe which he used VllB: - "A Plethora of plagiarism . • 
Thie we f elt was going 11 bit too far . No autho r can ever claim that 
any pl ot he mcy conceive i s abso lutely original , and some wr1 ters may , 

to 11 cer tain dagree , be influenced by earlier wri ters. &mil. ton , for 

exampl e , mcy ha ve been influenced by T. B. ·Reed. The atmosphe r e of 
sey ' The Fifth Form at St . Dominic ' s " and the ">laster of the Shell" is 
similar to th e a tmopsher e of the Gr oyfriars or St . Jim's sto r ies . 

This does not suggest , hovevar , that Hamil ton pinched his ideas fr om 
T.B.R. . 

Frank Unwin read t o us a l etter he had r eceive d from Jim Cook in 

which he sugges t ed tha t E.S.B . may have been anticipating the demis e of 
the schoo l story dur ing the peri od of about 1929- 19J} , when the Nelson 
Lee as 11 sch ool story paper was at its lowest ebb . He certainly concen , 

trated more on the adult detective story . This looking into t l\e future 
coupled vi th the Editor- ' s instructions i s p robably th o r eal expl anation 

f or the demoting of St . Frank ' s a t that t i.me. 
Nevertheless we al l deplo r e the rather sil ly , antagonistic a tti tud 
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of some of the Hamiltonians agains t the E,S,B. enthu sias ts. 

This month I s quiz was i ntroduced by Bill Gall ey and was won by 
John Farrill with Jack Morgan and Frank Onwin OB runners up, Prank 
Onwi n won the 'r affl e ' for next month ' s quiz. Next meeting, Sund!ly 8th , 

BILL WINreOR 
+ + + + + 

~ 
There was an excell ent a ttendance at t he J.eytonstone meeting on 

Sunday, October 18th , 
The Hamil tonia library was busy with the cambers and the libr arian. 
Due to indisposition of the librarian , Bob Blythe , there was no [ 

Nelson lee Library report , But, no doubt, this will be r emedi ed next 
month when the ceeting of t he club tokes place at Bob' s home, 40 II 
Ell esmere Road, Dolli s Hill, London, N,W, 10. on Sunday, Novet1ber 15th, 
Tom Wright gave a r eading about St , Sam' s enti tl ed •a Tooth for a 
Tooth , 1 which Dicky Nugent i s supposed to have wri tt en, This reading 
caused roar s of laught er and it was a great pity that Mr, s-ays was 
unable to at t end, He would have enjoyed this itec, 

Ray Hopkins won Roger Jenkins' little competiti on and Josie Pack­
man won Don Webster ' s ' Olympic ' quiz , A debat e took place, the subject 
' What Constitutes Ol d Boys' Books?' All present had thei r sey and 
divers opinio ns were expresse d. A very enjoyable item. 

Excell ent progress was the r eport about the Sexton Blake catal ogue, 
Bill loft s , Charlie Wright and Len Packman gi ving detai l s of work done 
in connection with B8D0. 

A hearty vote of thank s was given to the hosts , Reuben and Mrs. 
Godsave. UNCLE BENJAMIN 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
RESULT OF GOO OF HJ\IULTONLl CONTIBT 

As usual, there was a Tel')' large entl")' tor thi s contest. The fi nal plac ings or 
the six e:itraeu, act.Ording to the vottlli , ts as rollows: 
lat 11. 2nd 1. }rd. 12. 4th 9. 5th 10. 6th s. 

Three ecq:,etttors tl ed tor ,st pl ace. We have therefore Increased the cash award 
to JO/-, and a rea.lt~e ror 10/ · will be sent to each or the rol1011lng: 
JOIN T'ROVEU., Colchester: D. H. HlW I.RO, N~UnghaO; W. H. BI03 TER, Ktnver. 

Tbe runner up It OOtWJ) WEBSTER to lfloc one or our book awards has been sent. 
we orrer our greterul thlwts to the l arge ruct>tr or reeders ftio Entere4 ror tbe 

conteat. - -- -··-· -- ---------··---------
~: fA)f)U8 FIGHTS, 
flf(l1AS J.ANQ..EY, 57, SAM>GATE ROIJ>, BIRHINGHIJ1, 28. _ ...... -~"'-""'"''"''""'"""'""" ........... _, __ ... _..,_,_.,.,..,,,,.,,,.,..,. ...................... .._..,.,, ... ..., _ _,..,,,,.,. 
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(Interest i ng (tens t roo The r.dl tor 1s Letter-bag) 

l£'Vlll.E s , BRCMN (Snle): l hope you will get one 
ot your writ ers to 40 an art i c l e on th e ne,r canto 
•The Bl g One. • All th e st.ri ps ln Ul t s poper ae ec. 
to be tamtlt &", met l kn<M that the oover strip 

• Boi ler" appenNd on the cove r or th e grand old Knock.out under the nooe or • tttk e. • 
§!!2...§!!i!!! {Austral.la) : 1?1e standard ot c.o . t s remrksbl.y hl t;.h, and stay s t:hat ft'W• One 
thing str ikes oe as t rontc ol ln the recent controVer .sy. Nobody can cr t tlc lse t.be wb 
wri ters with out sooe readers l eaping t.o the i r defence - not to pra i se the ir work.. Yet I 
know or no set. or c.oll eetors N\O sp.ootal1Se ln spur ious yarns . There 81"0 a rcw ,f\ o 
collect anything wit h o Haull t on nnoe- on It , even thoUgh It t s not genui ne , which _ has • 
to put It ct l dly , always fl abbergasted me, 
~ ( Sartoo- on-Huc:t>er): Although I oo not a gre at reader o r s exton Blake , :is oost 
or tho stor lt:s seem to conta in core adYcnture t.ho.n detection , I am pl eas ed be 13 coo i ng 
bocke aM In s ocethtng li ke hi s old style , t , tor one , B:J. • tired of the se iy , ~ink ­
ing , wl seerack tng, Ai:1erlcan- tnsplNd pr i vate eye .• The pubUo 11bre.rtes ar e tul l or theo. 
t wch pre t er HolJ:les , 1.ee , Blake , .n::l Poiro t tn th eir or i g inal s et t i ngs , The dernncl r or 
t.hts k ind or re.odl ng t s not de3d , but ttie new paper t:11st be bette r adYcrtiscd and dla­
pl ayOO core In tll e Etiops to be succ ess M. 

His~:f~T~:~~ r~~l~;:t~:i ~~~! ~: ~ep~:~!~~ r heoPY tri ps t o the l and ot 
~ (New Ze3lond) : t t l s a ptty tha t scce readers dep l ore th e 90ntroY er sY tha t 
rages over the old books, bUt w1 thout tb.'.lt spnrk of ctogca to se t our th oughts m<1 pens 
racing to f i nd words I th l nk we "°'1ld Coll In to tMt taken -t or-gran t ed a ttt tude that 
resulted t n th e deml se ·or cost ot Ul.e oltl papers. 
OONJJ.lJ §TlllGmN (Burnl ey): I rtnd. l ao l ost with all the ar t icles condeCl'll ng sub aut hors 
ond also thos e areuri~nts Yilcthe r th e Jicenet, Geo, or Nel son Lee were t he be tter CIO&S. t 
oan•t see how t.he argw::,ents cm ever rec onc ll o thecselves , as each of us has our own 
favour i te . couldn ' t wo have oore .ortlcles deallng wit h other weeklies Uke Hodern Boy 
(Ken King , ce pt oln Just i ce , etc.) , Boyst Cinema, Bulls eye, P il ot, Chw:pton , Trluq,h , and 
Bays• Bi g Broad cas t? Can you re cod>er t bat l ast one? 
~ (8outharl)to n ): Sp lend i d news about tb e return of Sexton Bl oke . 1 1 11 ha:V'e !!Gr 
subscrtp tt on all readY. l no 1d entn11Y, do ar ticles tor c.o . ti.ave t.o be typ ewrit t en? 
(No• sl r i ScrlJ>tS need not be typt"Wrltten• bUt al l nao es ot people llnd pl aces shou l d be 
Inserted t.n block ~ltals t o avoid copying error s . - EI>. ) 

~t1§•a;W! ~~~~~)~o!~~Y !:1~~Bo~~ ~~f:1~~e~
0
s~c ~~h~u ~:or~s

1
~~~nl.Y 

ju.st be&n discove r ed . 
WALTER W@B (Bl n;itngham)~ Blako back aca tn - arx:t at Baker Street , too. Spl end i d news i 
1 t ' a ~otng t o be just lik e old ti mes ago.In . I shal l be Ulere In February , hal f ""Cl"OWn In 
horw:1 nt the reodY tor th e ri rst Issue. 
ALEX PARSONS ( f ranmeN l: ttust s aY how delighted I a:J t o hetir th e splendid news t ha t 
Sexton Bl ake ts on hts "aY bock . And the real Bl ake, Ti nker and Pedro , th t s tloc . t •o 
atral d I d ldn' t care ooch tor the lost serl es al th ough l ots of the stories ,rere very good. 
I•m a conserv ativ e tn t:ti" cho ic e or the oltl ch.orae t er s - one ot the haro core - and lO'fed 
th e ortgt.nal Blake tJ'ld co . I thought 1'110 rather a fl ashy typ e i n t he l as t series , and 
just a .shadow or the austere and dignified One "c used to kn ow. Thank goodne s s tor t he 
return or the r eol Blak e ln t.be ol d ram11ar SUIToundl rJ88• 

~ .,~~or;:on~ t~ l ~o~ .. ~- ~u~~r~tt~~=~:~s~~~::S~r .. ~h~n~yopo 
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11gntne ss or tti.e Bunter books. 
WIJ.TtR n..om~ (Chlngford): tn ai.swer to o.o. Wadh.Y.lts l etter, No. 15 or the Wonder 
Libr ary was entitled •The Lives Between- ..uxl. No. 16 •J. 111a:iy P.Qong the J31>s.• No sit.hor s 
gtven . One thing 3t>Otlt the pre 1915 books was the reall.Y gocd value . 120 pages f rt }d, 
8nd In SOD! or t.he o)Jj s.r .Ls. there were u tlllllY u 1~ pll£es. 
JOHN TOtLt!BJH (Burton-<:fl-'T'rent}: 1 have net"er reoo th e •cem• series about Hr . Rotlton •s 
neptie,,, Cllch seecs to be o rnvourlt e or ;yours. Roger Jent.Ins sntel once lt teo.tured: 41.Wst 
entlrel.Y the chlet seven old chnrocters (Tom tterry , Ha mers, Lowther, Blake, Kettles , 
Digby, D' irc:Y), 'Ibis alone would be~ tnw ceuont t o rcJ.CI tt, In r:t, c.ue . 

~~ .. - c~ i o;e ~opie,-or-~ -v-0i~s ~i.1 1';,1~ ~ ~r Ule. roi1;,1~ MAJ~;ffl .... 52, 
131 to 1/fJ Inclusive, 195,:?05,237,238, 2)9,:!77,>18, ;19,:;5;,J,oo,417,l,22,435,l,69,7 , 19,752, 
753,762,763,8<:9, Host Issues bet,,een 821 aM 690,900,921,924,925,936,9~ ,940,942,9lo,9!P, 
951, 965,967,968,996. CM - 413,414,415,493. Many lssues between 800 and 879. Also Nos. 
925,935,953,954,956 .~o .~ ,985,969,c.fYJ,992,'J'f>,9'1!,. 

58
POPUL.ARS: t83, 190,JN,385,"H>, 

18!,455,1,66,474, §ABLY Pmf{ POl'IJUJ>3: Nos. 12,13.45.47, • 
~· •txCll..S((R HOC6E,• ~ . SlRBl'ION, ~ · 

s;.;nton·S.o.Ls. i~ sale. S.i.:t.· ,~-it-si:-.. L.·rooo:-v; ?WU!ON .. ROlo--,-s:E.15.---,.._, -
WAlnm URCllliLY: -~~t -N~:-10s:-c;~~-i;;s; ·,;;,.;,-~;~1~ ~~n-t ~i;,;.g -sa:· -- - -- - -

ERIC FAYNE, ' ElC'E:UHCR HOl.6£, • ~ , ~ ' §!!a§!• 

lil...l'..U.!! 
roc:AR lU.UJ.CE liYSfERY MI.GAZU£1 No1 h 

Star tum in this issue, 'ftllch Is well up to the standard or the previous thru , ts 
a loog1Sh s tCI')' by Hartin Thocas, ent itled ' Kllled With a Loving Kiss .• Thts t s on exc it­
i ng tal e In a hospital S(lttlng , a whodunit 'libl ch keeps th e render puzzled wit h a nw:tier 
or suspects Wltll It reaches t ts surpr i sing clt ClOl, Short sto r i es by Edgar Wall.ne e azx1 
WtllSaz:i Shand, pl.Us a true crl1te tale , eocple t e an acceptable bill or rare . 

The Decedler Issue of thts popular aiga%ine wtll oontntn a Wall oee Chrl strnaa ghost 
story •The Haunted Roon.• Other contributors will tnelude Willia£! Fear ( ao ex-Thooson 
boys' paper aithor) and Nigel Norl and with a ne" nn:. Pye. story . Int erior l llustr att<ms 
"Ill be by Erle Parker , and tlle cover will be rroo the bniSh or Corttella , Nho ~ 
responsib l e ror oany t lrst-class Sexton Blc.ke covers. 

LOHOON 9 ,B10, c, - H.lHILTONJJJ( LIBRARY 

SPEC!/.L OFFOOI 
(1 ) To coci:,let.e ser ies, tl each ottered tor:- 11.3g.net 751; Cea 755i s.o,L, 169 

(2) 15/ - each ottered tor Nagnets 820, 821, 822, ass. 859. 
(}) tr yo.i han not yet had a copy ot our printed nnd Illustr ated catalogu e , t here are 

1ttl l a rew ooptu left . Send 6d t n st.acos. 

RON. tJBRARIAN: ROCER JEHKIMS, 'nlE FIRS,• El.STERN RO.AD, HAVNlI', HANTS. 
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