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SQlii SPIG) tI ·CIIUSZNS: 
lloet of u, ot course, are able to look back upon certain special 

Christmases, llost of us , I daresay, have enjo yed iaore Christ.aaes 
than we care to raaember, and, attar all, one Chriataaa ia very lib 
another, !Nt in , .. ery life there are SOM !uletidH which are re­
called for ao11e eopeci al reaaon, and it i s lilcaly that those very 
special Chriataaaea occurred vben ve ver e children, Almost all of us 
found a special charm in the Chrietmae lluabere of the old paper s , 
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E'ven till the out br eal< of var in 1939, ea ch Chrietmas Number of our 
fa vourit e paper made a lWldma.rk in our memory. 

Modern Chris t mases start too soon, and are too cocimercialised . 
le there an:J danger that the ol d-fashione d Chriotmas , as it was once 
known in this oountry, may be lost to memory as the years go on? 
Poss ibly not , for the f'undamental s of Christma s are the same this year, 
next year , every year. 

For me, Dig e s t read.ere with their affe cti on, kin dlines s , and ever­
green memori ee , make it Chri s tmas all the year roun d . It i s one of 
the ver y real blessin8 s of my life. 

To all my re aders , in every corner of the world and at home, I 
wish a very, very spec ial Christmas of happiness , joy, and promis e 
for t he future , 

THRBE YEARS BACK: 
Three years ago, come Christmas 1:.'ve, Charles Hamilton di ed. 
In an artic l e in the current Australian "Colden Hours" Magazine , 

Mr, G. R. Samways concludes with the followin8: 
"Some writ ers have lamented that the news of Charl es Hamilton's 
paasin8 spoilt their Christmas. But who would have wished him 
to struggl e on agains t blindnes s, in cr eas ing illfirmi t ies , and 
the wearines s of th e weig ht of years ? Here was no sombre 
tragedy, but rather a timely and a merc i ful deli verance . He 
is at peace . 11 

lt was quite natural that the death of Charles Hamilton , announced 
s o unexpectedly on television at te a- time on Boxing Day 196 1 marred 
what was lef t of the Chri s tmas season for moot of us. He died in his 
sleep , which is a wonderful way for anyone to be taken from this life, 
but t he Wlexpected natur e of hi s death added greatly to the shock for 
those left . 

All of us would have been gri eved had ho been stricken and 
suffere d a long illnes s. Ve are thankful t ha t such a thing did not 
happen . But Mr. s...,ays ' oomment eeems to s~g e st that death for 
Charle s Hamilton was whet is often call ed a happy r elease - that he 
was wearied with the weight of years. I am qui te sure that Mr. 
Samttays is in error. 

Charles Hamilton was an elderly man, but he l oved life, and, so 
far as I am aware, he enjoyed good health until the end . Miss Hood, 
hie housekeeper , has sa id: "Mr. Hamil ton was intereste d in ever y t hing 
and everybody to the las t, and quite wis hed to see at least another 
decade , for he was never old in mind. Hie end v•e far from a 'happy 
r elease • for him. It came as a great aurpriee . 11 
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At hia death he had completed three new f\111-length Greyfriara 
manuscripts, and a fourth waa two-thirds coapleted . All have been 
published since hia death . In fact, he died in herneaa aa be would 
have wished . 

His ti.Ile had come. He had 11nd hie life - and 1t had been a 
good life, for h1a and for the youth of Britain . I do not belieTe 
for one moment that Charles Huilton aa>r the closing months of that 
life aa a struggle against incrN81ng 1nf1rm1 ties and tbe wearineae 
of the we1«}1t of 7eare . 

Great age take& 1 ta toll, but there can be few '""" w1 th whoa Time 
has dealt aore ldndl7 . 

ABOTIIKR KllD or COLI.BCTIIIG: 
Suaan Sontag, tbe new American glamour addition to tbe B. B.C'a 

Monitor prOl!l"-•, described aa the aost intelligent woaan in the U.S., 
1a said •to have soMthing rather special in hobbies.• Sbe collects 
still• fro• ol d-tiM ! 11-. The7 are al l there on bar walla - 1-rel 
& Hardy, a juvenile 111cuy Rooney, Garbo, Dietrich, Beery. 

•1 aa intereeted in aovie•, • aa;re abe. "But no one can be 
interested in the ldnd of moTiea they make ·nowadays - ao when I 
started collecting I had to go all the way back.• 

lie ae• to haft ·beard of the - yardeticlc being applied to 
another ldnd ot collecting. 

RIIIGDIC !'l!B OLD YEAR OUT! 
Winging your way in aid-De._ber will be our giant Year Book, 

Collector• ' Digest Annual . Our auperlat:1,, • . ._ qf contribu.tora hne 
given of their very beat to proTide yav. wG filicinating reading over 
Chriataaa ti. . And there are ao• of those delicioua little IIUI'­

prieea which you all like to find in tbe Annual year after year. 
Henry Webb 1a reaponaible for the aagniticent cover, and l shall be 
aurpriaed 1f you do not all ..ote it aa the very finaat work ever to 
COH froa h1a gifted bruah. 

In the editorial office, it 1e always our aia to uke each 
succeeding JDnual better than anyt.b1ng which haa gone before . I shall 
be keeping ST fingers fl.raly croaeed till 7our l ettera come twlbli.ng 
in, following the publication of Collectors• Digeat Annual for 1964. 
The final verdict , aa alwqa, ia youra. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • * • • * • • • • • • • 
~: Colleetore' Digest; Boye' Friends; C.D. Annuals for 1~4, 
1957-8; 1961. 

H, l!ACHIII, 38. St. Thom Rd, ~ 1'!!aa· 
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OUR CHRISTMAS COIIP&TITION 

In th e list of words, croe s out (in ea ch case t wo 

(al A St. Jim ' s boy . (b) Two worde asaociated with JACKEl'. 
(c A famous comic paper . (d) Two words asso c iated with WILLIAM. 
(e Two words ""eociated with SIDE. (!) Two names associa ted with 
PENMAN. (g) Two writer s of Sexton Blake storie s. (h) Two St . 
Frank's boys . (i) Two words asaociated with BRIGHT. (j) Two words 
a ssocia t ed with NEii. (k) A character in our Buddle stori es . (1) Two 
writer s about Nelson Lee. (m) Two noDHle-J?l umes. (n) Two minors . 
(o) Two boys who might give you the pip . l p) Two ass is tants . 
(q) Two words associated with Lancaster . ( r) Two words associated 
wi th famous comic paper characters . (s) Two ••orde esoociated with 
PAUL. ( t ) Two words eesociated with OLD. 
You then have one word left . Write the word on a postcard , with your 
own name and address , and post to the editor . 

1. Abbey 2. Skim 3. Methuselah 
4. Eton 5. Prout 6. Rain 
7 . Tired 8. Douglas 9. Cricketer 

10. Classical 11. Drake 12. Jim 
13. Cherry 14. Teed 15. Wingate 
16. Grey 17. Richards 18. Toad 
19. Brooks 20. House 21. Come 
22. Comb 23. Scott 24. Boote 
25. Honey 26. Merry 27. Pole 
28. Bus 29. Norfolk 30. Patriotic 
31. Comxade 32. Levison 33. Lemon 
34. Tinker 35. Crackaman 36. Weary 
37. Bow 38. Tell 39. Modern 
40. Dick 41 • Thomas 

<l!lli: You may not wis h t o mark your copy of the Di8est . Copy 
the words on a sheet of paper , and do your martin& thereon . ) 

As the postcards come in , they will all be put in a bag . On 
Decmber 17t h, which is the l eet day for receiving cards, a member of 
the staff at Excelsior House will draw from the bag . One of our book 
award s will go to the senders of the first thr ee correct solutions 
drawn from the bag . 
************************ 
WANTED: Magnets No. 829, 873, 875, 882, 884, 888. S . O. L. No. 60 . 

DR. R. WILSON, 100 Broomfield Road , GLASGOW. N,1 . 
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GRAND XMAS DOUBLE NO! 

by Comicus 

Every year , round about ti.. middle of December, l unlock an old 
tin trunk, kept in an obscur e oorner of my sanctum, and take out care­
fully and revere ntly , a pile of Christmas Doubl e Numbers of CO!llic 
papers. From these l make a se l ectio n to be read whan Yuletid e 
arrives,. 

There are many favourite books f or Xmas re ading. Dickens' 
"Christmas Carol;• "The )\yatery of ti.. Pain ted Room;• "The Spectre 
of Polpelly; • "The Ghost of Bannin8ton Grange;" "The lliaUetoe llilk 
14.Yatery.• These and many others are r ead and re-read with delight. 

But in my opinion, nothing can recall those blissful sparkling 
snow-white Christmases of fifty or so year s ago as can the dear old 
Comics - their very titles dripping wit h snow. Let me describe those 
which I have cho san for my Xmas holiday reading thi.s year. 

First and foremo s t, the greatest oo!llic of all time "CHIPS. " Here 
is No. 536, the Xmas Double Number of December 8th, 1900. Not many 
of our little coter ie will re !llember this issue - 16 glorious pink 
pages, price 1d! 

llho else should ap pear on ti.. front cover, but the ilmlortal Weary 
Willie and Tired Tim? "Twas Christmas Eve, and the snov vas falling 
gently ••• • " - thus begins the story. l must save the rest fo r later 
on! 

Turn the page, and here is a greeting from the Editor - old 
Cornelius Chi ps himself . Also one from th e charming !li ss Chips, who 
had a column ea ch week of her ovn. Belo w, ve fin d our fr iend Phi lpot 
Bottles describing "Bot tles Xmas Par ty . " "Sun s ov the Empir e , i 
grete yu vun an orL" Alack, where i s the Empir e now? 

Here now i s my second choice - "LOT 0 ' FUN" Number 198, date 
December 25t h 1909. "Dreamy Has A Right Merry Christmas." A full 
f r ont page picture of dear ol d Dreamy Daniel'• adventure s , drawn by 
George Davey. In full colour, of course, with Dreamy Daniel as Santa 
Claus - until he woke up! Again, 16 pages of feati ve fun and frolic. 
Remember Patr iotic Paul, and the Red Lion Scouts from Comic Life ? 
Ther e th ey al l are in red , whit e and black, on page 16 . 

And now my own par ticular favourite "BUTTERFLY. " The Doubl e 
Xmas Number 325, for December 3rd, 1910, on paper of a delicat e gr een , 
and again 16 pages! "PorUand Bil l' s Toboggan Slide" in on page one 
- with the final 'frame ' on page 15. And the re are all the "Butter­
fly " favo ur ites , having their Christmas Dinner served up by t he most 
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buxom beauty anyone could wis h to see , For "Butterfly" specialised i 
glamour - turn to P9&e 16, and see "Flossie - the up-to-d ate Schoolgir 

But the sc ene changes - date December 9th , 19 11, and here is that 
superior col oured comic "PUCK, " price 2d: Grand Xmas Double Number. 
Jolly Joe Jinks and his Pocke t Pierrots spend a Merry Xmas in full 
colour - on page one , vhilst on page 1\IENTY-FOUR? that wonder man1 

Professor Radium "Has a Magic Chri stmas Party and all is J oy . " Think 
of it , 24 J)88es, crammed wi th stories, jokes and jollity, read in thos 
bygone days by the cultured kids of Kensi ngton , and the beje welled 
babes of Bayswater . The Val Fox story v as al one "o rt h the money . 
Some Double Number, indeed . 'o'e shal l never see its like a,iain - and 
all f or tuppence! 

But here is another gr and favourit e fer December 2• s t, 1912 , No . 
1180 of "COMIC CUTS" ; Rival of " Chips" itself io popularity . Behol 
- Tom1 the Tic ket-of- Leave Man, with a et.olo.o. goose under e ach arm, 
pursued through t.he fall!ng snow by his arcb...-nemy , P. C. Fairyfoot . 
Only 14 pagee this time, oddly enough, but with 'o'addles tbe 'o'aiter , 
Pansy Pancake , Chuckles a'ld Sniggers , 11art in Ste el and hie Twelve Gi r l 
Detectives , The Red Hover s, and Sebastian Ginger, Orfis Boy, it is 
st ill a ' bumper number. 1 

Here i s •co~uc CUTS" ogain , fo r the wer-t ime Christmas of 1915. 
beautiful copy t his , in mint condition - No. 1336 , December 18t h . Tc 
the Ti cket-o f- Leave Man is in bed on Christmas Eve . Outside in the 
snow, are Ins pec t or Flipfla p , Constable Cougbdr op, and P. C. Fairyfoot , 
singing carols in aid of the Poli c e Fund for Anci en t Convi cts . On J>Sl! 
16, the llulberry Flatites Give Thei r Chriatmss Guests a Werm Recept ioc 
vhils t in t he Comic Cuts Coloo,y, the nigs all have fourte en hel ping s c 
plum- pudding , and Stripes t he Tiger has fourteen he l pings of n.i,r , The 
Red Rovers is still going st r ong - I was told that the author sent hi e 
s on to Eton on the proceeds fr om t his story - but Harry Hinton and Pac 
Flanag an , are now sernng their King and Country . Whet a feast of 
r ead ing th ese 16 P88•s contain. 

But 1 must ration myself . Six hel pings of Double Numbers are 
enough for one Chri stmas . Next year , 1 must s ee what Butterball and 
Tall Thomas are doing in 'COlllC LIFE, " and Breezy Ben and Di smal Dutel 
are up to in "CHUCKLES" - to say nothing of Tiger Tim and the Bru in 
Boye in "RAINBOW. 11 

For the pres ent , in the wor ds of Sebastian Ginger in that thrill , 
in g story 'The Ornted Bungerl o" - •may i now wish mi reeders A Very 
Appy Krismus , Trooly yorn , 

COl!ICUS 



Page B 

THOOE OFFICIAL RECORI6 By Derek Adley 

As a collecto r who accepts official records ae the ultimate 
answer to our O.B.B, queries , and a lso on behalf of Bill Lofts, I 
should like to 8Jl8wer Laurie Sutton ' s article 1n l88t month' s C,D, 

It is perfectly true that authors can make errors when c01m1ent­
ing about s torie s written upwards of 50 years ago, if, they have to 
search their memories , 1n the absance of actual copie s. Hovever, 1n 
the majority of caees i.e . l!esars. Twyman, Catchpole, llevman, Varvick, 
Saan,a,ye, these authors still ban the original stories 1n their files 
at home. Apart fr om this, their cla1ms to have written certain 
stories have all been confirmed by records a t Fleetva,y House. The 
majority of these stories have always been acce pted by the majority 
of collectors 88 subs anyva,y, vhy th en shoul d one doubt the ev id ence 
when discoTered? 

It is true that this information from official sources bas only 
come to light 1n recant year s , end to explain 88 tactfully 88 I can , 
Bill has written about 15 full length articles for Fl ee tv,cy Publica­
tions, end 1n t he course of doing so he has been given access to 
information not available to the general 1"1blic. I for one aa only 
too glad , ae pro bably other collectors are, t hat he has P99sed on a 
grea t deal of thi s information t o th e C.D. 

On the subj ect of 'it being impossible' for Charle s Hamilton not 
to know that subeti tute stories appeared before the tale mentioned 1n 
his Autobiography, !Ir . Hamil ton told me, not once, but several times 
1n his lifetime that he had no idea what vent on 1n the l!agnet and 
Gem office, and rarely bot hered to look at the stori es 88 they appear­
ed 1n published form . This has been confirmed by the editorial sWf 
who have said that he only paid very fleeting visits to Fleetw,cy House , 

Percy Griffith w99 a very strange man indeed, and !Ir . Hamilton 
as revealed by Bill sometime ago , could not have described the firs t 
edi tor of the l!agnet and Gem more accurately . It would be just li ke 
him not t o mention to !Ir . Hamilton tha t he had written some of the 
stories himaelf! Come to tha t Messrs . Hinton, Down, Pent elov , and 
R. T. Eves (Boys Frien d Rookwood yarn s) controlling editor s of the 
Companion Paper s all wrot e l!agnet and Gem stories themselves. 

In closing , I would lik e to s,cy t ha t during the last ten years 
Bi ll Lofts has solved more mysteries, and given more val uable da ta, 
then probably all othe r collectors l'lt toge ther , and I am at a loss 
to unders tand why Mr. Sutton should try to crea t e fresh mysteries, 
espec ially when he i s b881ng hie facts pur ely on t heory all the time. 

If anyone coul d prove Bill wrong, otherwise t hen t heory, I feel 
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he would, be only too ple 88ed t o accept and aclcnowledge hie mistake . 
Aa Hurree Jamset Ram Singh lfOuld Ba:/ - ' The doubt fulneee of Lauri< 

Sutton is terrific !• 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

MAt-ilLTONh\NA 
Do You Remember? By Roger M, Jen kins 
lio . 52 - Boys' Friend No. 810 - "Jimmy Silv er's Christmas Party" 

Chri stmas time wee a period of the year when Greyf r iare really 
surpassed St. Jim's and Rookwood: Frank Richards' descriptions of the 
Famous Five and Bunter represented a combin ation that could not be 
equalle d by Mart in Cliffor d or Owen Conquest . Nevertheless , there 
were some memor able Christmaeee in the Gem and t he Boye• Friend , and 
"Jimmy Silver's Christmas Par ty" in t he Boys' Friend of 1916 was in 
eome ways the most successful of a ll the Rookwood yuletide st ori es . 

The s t ory laboured under one great disad\'antage : i t had a mammoth 
cast f r om all three schools , including the Famour Five and Bunter , the 
Terr i bl e Three , Blake & Co. , and cousi n Eth el ae a companion for cousin 
Phyllis . Tbe title informed the public that the et ory was by Owen 
Conques t "in collaboratio n with t hoee world-famous authors , Frank 
Richar ds and Mart in Cliff ord . " Ther e 1e a supe rfic ial attra c tion 
about t hese l arg e gat hering s but , as E!ric Fa:tne hae r ecently pointed 
out , the in evit able result i s tha t one cannot eee the wood for the 
tr ee s , lt i s impo•ai bl e for more t han one or two of the vast assemb ly 
t o pl ay an importan t par t in t he pl ot , and in t hi s caee i t wae cousin 
Phyllis &Jd Gussy >rho , alone of the impor te d et ar p,,rfo rmer a, b.ad eny 
significant C<'ntri bution to make to t he s to ry . It ir:uat be admitted , 
hovever , that Charles Hamilt on did contrive to introd uce th e var i ous 
grou ps a t res pectab l e intervals of tim e , and th ere was some ev ent of 
dr amatic significance t hat oc curred as each group arr i ved. 

lt was uncle John who was t he centr al chara ct er i n th e story . He 
was th e skeleto n in the Silve r f &mlly'e cupboar d, but he r edeemed him­
se lf b)' TOlUAteering for t he ermy. The Fi sti cel Four cal led a t 
Lat cham Bar.r acks to see him bef ore they VNlt to s pend Chris tmas e t 
Lo-xham Pr iory . At t.be barracks t hey were tol d that Priva te Sil ver r.sd 
be an acwaed of theft and had deserted . Ji.my Silv er was over>rhelllled 
with dismay , asd Lovell ' s comforting remark ("The poor brute may ha ve 
got a t t he dr ink again , you know. • ) was hardly li kely to improve 
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matte rs, conjuring up , as it did, a nsion of .... sub-Inman creature 
like Caliban . 

But there waa 110 doubt that the story waa a very oeaaonoble one: 
there waa plenty of snow and 1ce-ekating , with t he COIIJ>BWlatory coa­
forta of blazing log-fire s and appetising aeals, and the var vaa not 
sufficiently advanced for sbortagea to be apperent . FurtherllOl'e 
ther e varo secret paaoagoa, inexplicable noises , and Guaay ota,ying up 
all night to watch for the llj'aterioua intruder , with surprising 
r esults . ill in all, it would have been a very carping critic indeed 
who, in 1916, would have been disappointed with "J:l.mllj' Silver's 
Christmas Party . • 

It is intereating to note that tbs story vaa reprinted Oil a 1111mber 
of occasions, w1 th ali&ht but si8111ficant al terationa each time. In 
the 1923 lloliday Annual , where it vaa re-titled "The Jlystery of the 
Priory , • all references to the war ware olli tted , vbilat in lio. 284 of 
the Schoolboys' Own Library Private Silver bad just returned fro• 
Palestine inotead of the Western lront , and all the borse-drmm 
vehicles were r eplaced by motors : an open coach , not a brake , arrived 
to take j lllliora ""'"¥ fro• Rookwood to the station , whilst COllBin 
Phyllis drove a car instead of a trap from Lexbaa station to the Priory . 
Tho aarch of t:Lu 1• inexorable! 

• • • • * 
Ll!'l''S Bl CO!ffliOVBliSUL 

~ . THE HOLIDAY AHIIUAL 10R CIIRISTIUS 
Thoul)l publllbtd eacb Btpi..l>tr, rro• 1919 till 19'9, tbt Roltdey .t.nnua1 ... m-

doulltedl.Y put out r ... t.bt Clr1SWU mrkth t t WU dtoldldl.1 a 'IOl .. .... a kllld 
uncle IIJ&bt purobaM u a pNMftt tor a tnourt i. nepbllw. 

I n•••r Md the tint one, thOUlb l Neall t.bat. it wu lOIDIIIII co • , l~er on. b7 a 
IN,7 at ecJ,ool. 

for t.be nut rour or ttn 7ean , I NCtlHd tbt a.a.. u a Clrla~ PNMRt NCU).ar-
11 fJ"OII tr .1.i.r , and I at.Ill ban tiboN YOlUNI lllblcll •• l*Te • • IUll"lNd b7 .... u 
wlt.ll.., nut, write& ID t.bt -,atuac NUlld Mad ..... I CIUUt ft\4111 la ~ tu-oft 
dqs. 

Tbt tll'lY Koltdq Amluala WIN dellO.Uul iao.t,. - la CIH .... et -- ., .... 
rro. ........ I dill Un UM ~t HtU' jacket. etch 1.lwt ,-u .... prMmt-
td wlUl 0.-. PrdMlJ UMN art DOt a IJ"l&t MDT of ca... ..... , ... ,c., •till la 
u:tlltnOe ~ . 

Aft.er U.. ttr.t tuue , t,beJ cblnctd U.t nam. TMJ oallM si. •• ONytrt .... 
HellMY uaua1. Jc ........ I NNmttd. I a1..,., hid a.,, ... , t•r It . JI•'• • 
a 1 - • ....... • on,rr1tr1 *°"1d N ,,.,.. &be MDllll' of mi. tu ... 
be....S upea. l:ibe UMlal . 

11 tt• pUHd , r.a.. ltllfllr A...i fftertontM . ne ,rloe .. ,....._. tr." • 
it, 5/· . fl:1.1 .,. ..... . IMSMr-qllallC, ..... WU nplmtd b7 a UII* ,..... 'llllllll ....... 
Wi ...,., ..-uu. ot UM .-1111' ,r .....,... . TM u.at ...._ a t-1-17 tat IHitt, 
• •• Nall7 ... talatd lHI U.U .,., .,.,__. WlmN et Mrllll' clap. 

After., a1"4r arrtnd at tbt OIIIOlul• tJlai I -, i.o eld Ce N ll'"• a lollCq 
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.lMQ&l tor Cbrl1tm. , J did aot b1.t1 lt u a Cbr ll i..t pr .. ent to 111111t. I •It.Id tlll 
Ule •• Tear . 1tl.W1 all Annual• •tr• •ld off ai b.all-pr l ce . T•l7 oocutooallJ, 1 •aa 
too late altoeec.htr . I n \be lone nm, lt ... poer eoono.:, . To COll>ltH w, .. , ID 
later 71ar1, I ba.,. had t.o pq ~ ti•• u., or111na1 c:o.t .r m, bOOka. No dollbt you 
bl.Ya 4olll UII .... . 

After Ula ttrst f• lauH 0 OLlrlH Rull i.a r.111T bad t>ut llc.tlt to de wlQ. Uw 
HoUQ.Q' Anntl&l, tboucl, hU wort throU&btat, wu ~ aatn teaiur, . Tb• ,W,lllbtn ""''• 
po•l'b' , k(IDOaial q. t.bou&h tbtN ta no t T1Clcet. ao tar u t know . Ut.at uaiiut.t 
wrlitr, Nrt paid ar.y ltH Ulan t he 11nutn1 .. tf.41' or CN7frtar1, si. . JI• '•• and Root'r.>od. 
I belhn, bown.r, tha t al h r th, lat er wentlt1, MULlnc n...- appeared In Cbt Annual 
rro:i \bl a.ou tne pen. 

1bt a !n at.t.ract.loc or tl!.1 Holldq A.AaUaJ.1 wu u.i, rt prlnUrta or II un, or t.hl 
NrlY lfuJ l too aior-1 .. . and lD tbat, prob~l.Y. t.bt ,0000.,. ,boNCI JUtlt . a., ... t,b,e 
w&r, It dHa no\. aH • Ul.e.t .utboNI ..r t pa id ..,U:.1q llhen tbtlr work _, at•m • aecoacJ, 
tblrd , or ., .tn tounb reprlMln,. 

Clia'lH Hunton • ' orl&lDlll at.orltl lD Ul:t tar l7 BoUflJ' iMU &ll ..... ucep\tOAll.l.7 
&Md. U. bu al.Wl;J'I ,urpr la td •• Wbm 10 IUCh r.prt11'111& .a doat, tha t c.boM ort11Ml 
WH l u t.bt If.,. were no, a t•m a aeoond lhlWJnc. Nqb e t?l•Y .. re •"erloolr.td . 

Two alert.,, ...titc.b ba'ft ftfftr u dtd to dellabl ••· wtrt moat uau11Ual t or CbarlH 
eu1u ... . n.., •m t tac. u.. realal of t.nc.&11, mca. at UM rtnttb . turned •ut i.. t>t dr.... flH rtrat ot tll H t fllU. s,. JI&'• ''«7· l a ,;b t cll ltr'Dll'd Olin lQTIDted. 
-.. 1ae MtPllllt of l.&kl ac 1',1 pu1q1r1 back Int. bllton' . U. la a chl.r91,. lti.t.lt 
l\or,", att.b WU ffll IICll'1ll a N't'lnl . 

Aa. ui. ... io ld ot one, Partr.lnaon 1 1llbo ,old bi s NUl tn re&urn tor a N&IO prortcl1PC1' 
at Soccer. 

a.tb norlt1 wu.J.d . no doubt. ba't"• bHn. eut or pla c e tn Ult Ot• or 11q11ei., tM.ll MN 
iu.i the thine ro r Che Cbrlecau unu.a1. 

AM\blr or lclnal ator," ta the Boll4Q' Annual fHtured Drat• and Rodnt7, l>Otb fro• 
tbe dttmn s, . Wini t Nd ' • • t ch Md hen MITltd • u the acbool on a •tp - tbe 
llftHW . Aft.ff tbl lebow , .. 1 .. tncl-ta flit GN111rt .. , Rll'&ld (or tbe BOT•' ltrald , 
.. lt latar blGUI ) , Or811.:t Ind Rodner ... , to Crqtrltrl, NW1 d!.t IUl"lH fl&Qrlll& UM• 
oonttuM ta Utat pepu . s. rar u 1 mow. ai...t all or tbe" aiorlH wen bf' tbe 
1111utP1 rra Rttlulrda • tndnd . Polllbl1, all or u.ea. lo• or Ul .. wen reprt n i.ct In 
tbe Gt m of tbt late &htrt.tu . 

J btUtn th&l Onllt , u a IChoolboJ , wu •ntlontd t a a r .. t'.qneu, &lut• to th• 
but or IIJ recolleot.lon, IN\t7 nner wu . 

ROlft'ftr, In tbt ltotT In t.bt loltdaJ Annual , MUI Dr-ate and lOdHY fH.iu:red • • ...,.,. 
Wharc.o dld no, tM• eltbtr Nl'toul.7 ., a -.ad .-n.- . •• ncalltd me st . 
Wlnlt rN ' • , . .. a, r epre.aeattd by Daul>MY tDd Co. Drlk• dld a 1reat NM'loe tor Wbarl4II 
and cla l '*1 , u a NIIJU"d, that bt ed Roel'\q lhoald ~· al l •.cl to pleJ' for \be Junior 
side . U &OH •U.beat 1qtn1 tbt. l tbtlr JC'(..-.ncea enntual.17 ai.H led Cbell" i.u 
•tea •1 tb Ultlr brllllenct. 

It wu oot r eal}y a n• tb ... , tboU&b tt wu probabl7 n• to ••t Nadtra ot tbt 
Bolldq Annoal. A 1tat1ar plot had Men •"-• out In cocu,.eotloa wlUl Redfern , O.tn. 
ID.Cl 1..-Nn ct In the blue O• . 

Anot.btr • to ry In tbt tar17 Ho11da, .t.Dm.1,tJ. told or Bunt.tr on Ult run tro• GN7fl"lar1 
md 't'talt. l na &M ot.her RaaJltan IChooll In turn , 1 ban not. cbeckt<I. bUt l btlh'H &.hi 
tal e wu tpeota.111 'lff'lt &en tor tbt Annual . t.MQ&b tilt bu lcs tht N ... Ditt ~ tn lbt 
O• md the Hqnet . 

Charlea Hu nto n hu bten Cl'Jtt clatd ror repeatlA& btc plots . u " ' ha.Ye ooment• 
aor1 tben onct 111 t b l l C4>lUCll, tbt ll,Ullrl•lna thin& ... DOI tbat ht NPHted hl8 ple U , 
but tba t bt Nptt.t ld Ult • .o aeld ca. Ila aebool atorlu, ~n 1111lldl arUtcl .. 11 con · 
Cftl.lN. t..:I, 1t.Nleb ln an ltllbNttn l ln t tr. the 1t&K of 1907 . l!lundNdc a..,.n handNd.1 
of IObooll 1torlt1 ot ONJ'tr l ar1, St. Jt .. ,, tnd 1.-ooc1 . And bundNd• upea bmdnd• 
or th• of tbt 'tff7 h l &btat. quallt7 tn Ua•tr olua . In elit ot t.be oocaa l oaal llllutl l 
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ot d etr90torl, h i• r.o.ord iro•u ht• to but been Ott world' 1 ll'•tA1t wrlttr' er Nllool 
atorlH. 

1 wond tr ••time• wby CblrlH R..tlioa did Mt ue ,_. ot hla 1•• wll......._ 
,iort11 u taundatton• ror bh po,t1ar- Banter -.rt,,. Tb• .-... •111'1 .. .r ca. 
tlM mcblat at.orY aad UM f'll"klnND 1'417 wtUld but bttn t.oe au..i, ,._.11, tor 
Ult Na&Mt. but tlUlC" al&ht ba'r• Nd• a charata,: Nllta ttr a ,01"1M" ._Ml" IMtk. 
•Tbe f'loodtd BOMOl• rroa a atnal• blue Ga w-1.d asre)1' llan ,rtC"NI ...-1 ~IQ' 
•U.b thl c011Prtuloa or a ••11~. mah lat er, HrlH tnt.o a a111Clt tu11-1-..Cll 
-.., .... boot - eel n wuld h.an had UM lld'rtinta&• or betac -h ~ .at•lal ,.,. 
the .., .... , rHder. 1'be plot or tbl Oiatru •torJ •• sir.,, BNNl'I ta -.1.btr tbat 
eould 1111n bHn UHd, m, or oourM, tMN er, plmc., or otbeN. 

Tbt cloatns r .. wn or a., Bolldl.r Annual wu al•t1• a pla, In ...... TMN ..... 
UDdoubHdl.7 cl ntr, t:boU&h I IUPPO• I nfftr ned on, rt&ht tbnUlh . I ...... WM:atr 
uaq ._... t'Ytl' pertor-td, tlibtr at Chrbtaa pv\lH or tlNIIMN, Ir M, I ..., ... 
heard or aucb pertorNDo.e1. 1, n. juat poHnl, tb&t tm"tt or •n or tiblu uni, 
pl.qi would lllkt mt table cttnatment tor • Cbrbtaa lholl tn a Lonidim tbtatrt ? 

Tbt ttnal ttutnc quHUon ta• the loltday Annual wu nner P'*U._. aptn tn 
po•t.1ar re ar•.. ....,enr ~t eould be cut on t.ht pro1peet:1 of a .... ty,,,berD O• md 
1111"•t , tbll"t oeuld a&nlY' N AO doubt U.ut Cbt Holtdq Alnll.l ter Cbrla\al - •• 
anythlnc ,o.. . Te put U a UtUt llltt9dly, It 11117 lunitr'I 0. •ld attlfNitirtl.y' 
at 8/6 a copy. the ltlldaJ AAnual .Ult a1Nl7 band ... aacll. bttkr. 

1 • onl.1 putftl, ,r coarN , Wt lt l"1t1 io • .,...., •• u tMQlb u.r. .. a 
1ent1M11"1•1 a&rfflllllt i.eiw .. a th t au.u.r Ind bl• old p•lllhtr1 . Tbt ltltdc, .....i. 
publt•tnc .... ot &ht au.UMr•1 old •tnclt at.ortta, •CNld ban Nm Nl"1eu co•ttttlon 
ttr lllTtblna ID 12lt PHt1111" Br.mt.er 11 ... 

COJiTiOVBl!SIAL ECHOES 

!!4J2. T!jE IIJlD CCI§ 

~mar~t&Olfii'fi al~ :=n:'\:r't.b~1:!i.!: ~.:~ :: r~:-;.:~ ~=~ b~~:r:. UM 
end fttarU'. 

PETER HfJ!GP: l tb.11*: you hit tbt natl fair and lql&.IN .._ ,.u. IINtt t.Mt: IUTT 
Wblrtoll & Co would net ban bttn lD 111;, RtMn tor ltaatr it.. us... i.er. . Fer lib.la 
reuoe 1 pN ftr ie f'tlal'd UM Bu.llttn N&• .. a c.oll•tt• et ••l•h a\orlu. 1 
nou t.ht lno.tnat1t-1n,1 .. , but tb.tY don•t WHTT •, tort knMr tbt ....... 1M r .. , 
t.Mt Cbarlff Rudlc.n wu to oonatattot do.a Ule ,...,.. • • •Ubout: CM aid , r • tlallltnl,t 
tllln& 1:1•tt•, 1111t IUNlY' bt NCanltd u oae ot tbt alll1' m11'9Clta of bla •rt. U ont 
can eccept tbt ldta that Wban4n & Co ..-. ta tht ltemfl tor ODl.1 3 MNI, tDd ,- ud 
to Hltct 1tortta CO npruent tlaoat ) ''""· 111lloll w-.1.d 1'H ltlNU t1J tm Mltcttcm 
would N S lutum. ters Btont ltTtll HrlHi Chrlat.u Holl: ct,.rette Cut ...... , 
Bprln& term: Carter Nrtta ; tut.er Bol« IWlttr Ctun Nrlt1; lmmr termt aertlt Yernon 
Nr lH ; Su.er Hobs Hlllltnrw South a,u Nrtea. 

w, s, MCBff:R: lten l'tUdtnta ot tht Naptt and Oem will bt U.k.•11 c. lldd Nrt tUIIIIPlH 
or "1at •l&tlt ltt muba io Utt 'ti.rd ccre . ' Htaetr , t &1111,fa wcedtNd 1lby Kantn 
Cllttord 3•ttlaontd CbON •• 1tttt of l.tYllOll 1 1 - altlaht ,c bUlCl and MlUty to 00,7 
bmdtlrlttna . In \bt ttr si BoUda, Annual ,r 1920 Lorina c- to llotknod, wu plaotd 
in tht 'Nocltl'l'I' BOUH, tolllht and btai Ltnl1 0 autd Couala f'bTllla and t.lltfl wu H'ftr 
heill"d or aaata. And - Ult NoOtm P .. •Dfttl wu not • T"7 amerou.a . TM ftiNt 
TomlH eould ban dCIIM wltlli _.. aq,pon . llben IIU'l'7 IUIOOCS cut t:o St . J1_.a UlQ' 
f ound out ht wu • rtlh,t wtncer or &rHt ability . Tilt Nrlta ttalad, 1.-ad oner 
sot a place tn u. Jml .. aldt, not ,.,.. 1111 Iba School IOUN ,1,na . 
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JCIIN TRCMl.l.: I doubt t.hac. H•Uion ..,.,. TtlU&llNd a critical hard core durlDC M a 

early wrltln&, and ne'flr a ont that. would utat, f.hrou&hout, and nen atttr, hla carter 

a1 a school 1tGI')' writer. 
Con.ahnt rertnnct '-'> Ult dtta111 or hla IChoola, Ult a t.alt #XI p141U11 Che atrromct-

11'11 dlatrtcu, Pi cbecklnc 'IIMt hid bttn .. 1ue ~11 y..,., pre-.sou..11. •uld hain 

bffn nffHUl"1 to prennt tht occuton.al lnacctll"aC1' rro. occUl'Tl n&, and Che proc:Ua toua 

amount or wor1' Hu llt.on wu proctuctna, could ban atnn h111 ,can t ti•• tor tbt1 . 

ror • lnc.arreot 1tucl1 DWIDtT1 •er• • particular ner1ton, but tbh could ... 111 

haTe been Ult fault or UM prtnun and not Ult webor. 
ThON p&rdonablt lap1H .... bapptl.J at a atnlam, 11\d u our tdU or N.ut.ed, 

wt t.mut Cht• ,oaie or Ult beat or K•llton would never han bun wrtnen, tor tbt 

plea.art and dtl lght or tht hard core. 

AQBPT W1UTQ: I would ban lond •n ttona or tar ll er eptaodH tn the later aortu, 

and, llltt you, t Nall¥ enjoyed Ult oceutonal l natanc, . Ont coqa c.o at nd tn t.bl 

lladttr: Rtadmatter Nrlt1 - a br ief IDtntlon that Prout wouldn't &et tbt post Clllll'ln.g to the 

tNUblt tMt aro1t on an tarlltr oec.uton Un ht wu Act.In,: Head. Thia Nhl'Tld to the 

StcNt Senn 1trln. Another cue wu Ule HCNt pmel ln Hr. Qudcb 1 s •t.ud:t, le.tire 

to the 1'aulta • INfltlontd antral tl MI onr tht 1ears. 
t wrot t to Charl t1 Hunton •* lnc hl • to oon,tder • 1to17 ttat.urtn1 the old minor 

chracter . Re replttd t.b&t ht dldn' t thtM ,nybody " oul.d l"'Netm .. th t11, bUt that at 

the a.are tl N ht woUld: th l'*- about tt. 

w, He BROOfllt (on .. earlier topic): Jt aiat have been terrible dla tU ua lon to tbl 

LlbNrlan or tht London Club to ttnd: ont wb1t.ltutt story uong1t all the aenutne 

BamJ.ltonla IIIUOd onr tweln years . ;. .atlll mre tt.tttblt blow to tM unfortunate 

betn'oti,er WhO unlucttlY recet•td It . No wonder be wu tnolcnant. While ooaalurat trc 

wt tb both , J wonder 'lllhat happen a tr a M.d>er or &bat ltbrary IUddtnlJ' ~ cur"loua 

enouah to !!!11 to rtad th t aubttttutt 1tor tu • Ju.t to compare tht• with tht 1enutne. 

Otherwise how can he or Ille eoq>t.rt one wttb tht other . Pertah the thou,ht that ht or 

.,_, at&ht !J!J aome or thea. There wen ont or two really " ell•tat.ablhhtd authon or 

boy1• rtett on mon1 thoH aiba, and tbttr rau •t&ht poutbl.J' wt, b to ... what ...-tor 

Job t.hq madt ot Creytrlar-1 and St. Jt mta 1tort 11. ftlt thou&ht al s o ~e t.o DI N&ard-

!a': ,~ ~:U~:'!;t:o ~h:;~e~°"i~'~:n:
0~:0f!,i°';, "'th:a:. 0

~t 
1
~oc~tt : !::! !~c='t~? 

It one ot UM11 collec ti ons wu bequeathed to the London Llbrar,r WOUl.d tbere bt Wboltaal.1 

bumlnc? - tht Ukdlt1t .. ., ot dlapoaal u bttnc or no Talut t.ht1 would aene no purpoa• 

In nc.hana:t ltt al one for salt. Tht borrower, tpp.arentl.1 ..ould not hne tbta as a &ltt. 

GE!fl OJ!' IIAIIILTONIA No. ]4 (Nev Series) 

Bunter was not much given to reading . English 11 terature vas a 

subject in the curriculum at Greyfriara - it vas , ther efore , work - fo, 

which reas on Bunter had a str0118 antipathy for English literature. H, 

did not expect to derive mud! enjoyment from reading the "Christmas 

Carol.• He had no expectation of findin8 a murder in it, or even a 

long-loet lad who, in spite of a wicked uncle, cane at las t into the 

title and estates . 
Certainly be d i d not find any thing of that kind . 

But, to bis ovn astonishment, be fown hi.mself interested . 

Scrooge intere s ted him. 
He found that he was quite keenly following the remarkable 
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apparitions of t be Gboet of Cbriatua Past and tbe Gboet of Cbria-.i 
Present and tbe Gboet of Cbriamas Future . 

Tba alov but sure ~ in tbe cllaracter of tba t unpleasant old 
gentleman, Scrooge, intereated hia . 

Sit ting on a form with hia back to a wall and bia feet on a deak, 
Bunter read and read and read, uuingly -aaed in a atory wbicb did 
not contain a single llllrdar or a long-loe t beir . 

He forgot tbe rora-rooa end bia detention task, he forgot nen 
hia diaappointMnt of tbe ..,rn1ng . 

for once, Bunter was taken out of himelf, and forgot nan Villiam 
George Bunter - bi tberto a parson wbo bad b0«1 incesaantly in bis 
t bougbta , 

He read eagerly . 
Ria anrlety for the ultiaate fate of Tiny Tim was intense , 
For tbe firat till• on record , Bunter actually thought vi tb deep 

solicitude of a person wboae initials were not 11. G. B. 
The ugic of tbe l!aater enthralled him . 
He felt tbat be would gladly bave stood Bob Cratcbit a roaring 

fire in tbe Tank , and would ba'H expended bis cele br ated poet-<>rder 
for that good object . 

He bad an intense desire to kick Mr, Scrooge , 
Hie eyes and bi• spectacle• were fairly glued on the bock , and be 

read it breathleealy . 
Tbe ainutoa paaeed unheeded . 
Vben be came to tbe ood of tbe story Bunter heaved a deep , deep 

aigb , He wished it had been longer . 
La,yiDg down the bock , Bunter leaned back and pondered , 
Hie uncle had told bill to read and reflect . He had read , and 

now he was reflecting . 
His uncle fancied there waa some resemblance betweeD. his awn 

character and Scrooge ' s . That was absurd , of course . Scrooge had 
been a thoroughly selfish fellow , thinking only of billlelf - a mean, 
grasping fellow , lil08 Fisher T. Fish or Skinne r , for inatance - not 
like Bunter . 

But -
ANOTHER BRAIICH Ci' IWlllTOIIIA 

Reader Robert llcCaba of Dundee baa sent us a bock which intrigues 
ua l.Jamenaely, Paper backed , witb abeeta about llagnet siz e , about 48 
pages , thickish quality paper , named "Strange Suspense Stories , " aold 
at 2/6 , tbie coapriaoa , with tbe exception of 6 pages, stories told in 
pictures , It is , in modern parlance , unashalledly a "comic,• It ia 
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undated, and there .la netJunc to indicate juot •bat the date ~t he. 
!bore are no adnrt1-nte at all. .lc-.!1.Dg to a f'ootllne on U.. 
last p11&e 1 t 1a printed b7 the liaoeoourN Preu of' lilwe for c. T. Ltd., 
S.B.1. 

We -t conf'eu that we haft oner board or either of' the last 
menticaod f11'118. 

The intri&uing factor .la that the 6 Jl8BN, near the atart of' tba 
book, carr7 two }-pap weatern a tor.la a b.r Prank ildlard.a . TheJ' an 
Ter'J' joll~ littla talea, obnoual7 buc oa 1he old l!io lid aeries . 
Juat when and •b.Y did Charles llaallton wr1 te th-? 

Did C.T. Ltd. approach Ilia for th-, or did bo juat bapps, to 
BU!m. t the little yarns to 1ilea? Clearl7 there could not laft be-, 

aich in the wa:, of' p,,-ent for tbm, and it - odd real.1,- that llr. 
llaa1lton should laft bothared with-. It ai-t •- tlat all 
waa grist tlat .,_ to the llill, - I think•• can......,. that these 
llin1ature weaterna were written bofore tba poet-war &mtar talea were 
claia1lg hie atte>tion. We do not recall t .. eftr beag -ntioned 
hef'ore . Do p,u.? 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
~ - W.All!BD - !A!D!l - to co.plete •ari• far binding. 
11.L. L. Old Series lloa 114, 121, 12J , 126, 136, 137, 139, 14}, 144, 145, 
146, 148, 440/41 and 542 to 551. .U..O St . Frank ' s atori• and liugeta 
Libraey . .uso lWft'BD (Lant - Loet?) s.o.L • .toe n/54/56. BPL 110 
and 447 . .&l'IOIB IUIT m - Thirt,.-two 11. L.L . Old Serie• 1918-1925? 
Ottara to : JOBI GUiii, Cf!eFa llpad Bot,].. ~ »...lmlhire. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
.!!A!!r.lm: SchoolboTS' Own Lihrar,. }9', 229, 18'j, 186. Bo79' Pr.I.end 
Librar,. 544, 480, 468, «a. hlaon LN Lihrar,., Cbr.la-• Seriaa: 
lerld. !be Sour carer. 

lUSll. J, WllilOII, 25 Tei«P!9"th .lioad, Brockhurat, .!l!!!Etl, ~ . 

IIA!ft'KII: CIIAKPIOI Veelrliea 1929 - 1941, partiml.arl7 thoee which contain 
&peedwlQ' storiee, Dart Dixon end ca-t Rider seriea. 

VBST, 9 St, Clair Cl .. e, ~ , ~ 

.§!!!: 25 ildine Pocbt Librar,. £1; 18 Dixon lilllrloe CZ; Serlon lllalma 
etc . Cood 11>:change for llin.1.a and ~-

38. St, -.S'a Road. Pl!BSTOI 
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COIIDUCTKD BY JACK WOOD 

Here we are once again at the end of another year, and I would 
like to wish our worthy editor , the C. D. producti on staff , all our 
contr i butors and readers another nry Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 
Nev Year . 

The laat year has seen an increasing interes t in Lee affairs, 
though I regret that no-one see ms to have thought of putting Nelson 
Lee and/or St . Frank's on stag e or screen, or republishing some of 
the maey fine aeries in paperback format . 

lie have also seen a very live l y , and often unnecessarily acri­
monious debate on the ..,rits of &SB and Charles Hamilton . llhy peopl e 
have to get so worked up I r eally don't know. Presumably as boys we 
read what appealed to us most , and if that happened to be ESB or 
Hamilton , well , then, we were judging the etories, at the ti..,, by 
th e standards we as reader s wanted . To pr oduce • maturer judgment 
now, as men, seems a Utile intolerant . Personally, as a boy (end 
He n un t il nov ) I read, and can r ead, both w1 th equal enj oyment. 

I can also read quite a wide range of other authors, and I hope 
it IDa/f be practica ble among the Sexton Blake r eprin t s ve are half­
promised t o include some of the fine old yarns from Pier re Quiroule, 
G. H. Teed and Anthony Skene (as well , of cour se, as some of the ol d 
Valdo stories fr om ESB). 

Meanwhile, another correspondent hes his say to add to the recen t 
controversy vi th the Hamiltonian di ehards as we move towards another 
year . 

* * * * • * • 
POINTS OF VIE\I 

JULIUS LSNNARD: "Room For Both" by Harry Broster , is one of the bes t 
art i cles I have read . He is qui t e r:l;rht in what he says about the 
substitute writers . We are all wiser after ve know. 

The var which has been going on between the foll owers of Charles 
Hamil ton and those of E. s. Brooks has been bitter at times . Both 
vri tars are great , and I often wonder how great E. S . Brooks m:l;rht 
have been had the Nel son Lee come out before the Magnet and the Gem, 
My first love was the Nelson Lee, but I think the tvo fi nes t chara c­
ters which have ever appeared in any periodical are easily Sexton 
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Blake aJJd Tinlmr . 
Coming back to school stories, good aa the late Charles Hamilton 

"as , E. s. Brooks at his bes t " aa hi s equa l , but while E. S. B. deter -
iorated at times, C. H. was good moet of the time , E,S, B, kep t we 
boys on tenterhooks, veek afte r week, month after month. We could 
hardl y bear to wait till the following 'iednesday to read what had 
happened to our heroes , Yes, sir, hoth were grand writers , 

We can't sing the praiaes of one without singing the pr aises of 
the other , They both did a noble job in kee ping we kide happy , so 
let thi s argument end, and each one of us be proud tha t t1IO men like 
these graced our boyhood deys. Both were great . Let's leave it at 
that , To Charles Hamil ton , God bless you, and thanks a million; to 
E. S , Brooks , God bless you , too , and may you be here for mny, many 
years to come. 
H, CHAPIIAII (on THE HARD CORE): As a reader of the St , Frank's 
stories almost from the beginning , I am sure tha t E. s . Brooks did 
regard the m as a whole . 

He must have had a marvello us memory aJJd kept very accurate 
recorde as he very , very seldom wrote anything which contradicted what 
had gone before . The characters always behaved true to f orm . 

One series often led quite naturally into , and pr ovided the plot 
for the one which f'!'llowed , 

He also seemed to write as if he was writing for the same readers 
year after year . This must have been so to a great ext ent if one 
considere the lette rs he answered and coamented on in "Between Our-
selves" from readers of from 5 to 10 years standing , They would cer -
tainly have noticed any diecrepancies and objected t o them . 

'iith regard to th e changes in the later years (which were not 
his idea) I personally did not like them , but they " ere popular with 
some read ers . Until the Secom New Series, thlt ie , which was of 
course very poor stuff , and par tly respons i ble for th e em of the 
Nelson Lee . 
L, S. ELLIO'I'l': Our Mr. Lofts hls com, up with another discovery 
which I should think was known to qui te a fe w E. S.B , enthusiasts; i . e . 
the references to his R. W. Comrade "F'rS!lk Kingston" sto r ie s , In an 
ar tic le in C.D. No, 84 (December 1953) Er ic Fayne referred to "The 
Hound of the Moor" by R, 'ii , Comrade, featuring Frank Kingston, 
Detective, and added the comment tha t R, W, Comrade was a pen-name of 
"our old friend, E. S . Brooks. " 

Mr, Lofts states in his article that "all were anonymous , " and 
.!!2 ~ is made of the story wh ich Eric Fs,yne mentio ned in 1953 . 

(O:OOt'd Hit 20} • 
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0tcnt3~ !ro1Wot t nter'ld to ltt tht Kalaer tntertere 
•Ith the weekly publi cation or good old COiiie cuts, 
Whi ch l s want ed theat tlll'lt s tr onl.y to act u an 
antidote to the Ciel"l!ltf\ killjoy . 

•••• 7~. 
''nll s time next year we shall, or course, be all going about our u,ual buslnea, , 

there • s TtJ"Y ll ttlt doubt about t hat , and we shall have no nHd to takt our pl .. •urt• 
MdlYi not that t t• s ner possible to look at Comte CUtt wU.h a lona race. But our 
bran boya will be hck again , an(I •• .shall kn°" onct q atn the bl.,tlna• or a PMCt that 
lhould never more bt dtlturbtd. 

•ttr. cn tps hat a" "' story rt.ct, by the author or ' Tht Rtd Ron r , .• Ht can't do 
better . HIIT'Y and Pad<IY, u •ut-htarted Brltlah 
lads, are tht moat popular tn 1111 t ale now betnc 
publtshtd. T'ht Eq,tre , football, and Coot e 
CuU tor enrl 

• By the way, r ,mentier a good re.so l ut ion tor 
c.h, New Year or 1915 \ COU!l c Cuts l"'.onday, 'Th• 
Foony Wonder' Tuuday , and 'Chips• WtdnHda.Y, 
are all one halrpeMY taeh , and are COlll)anton 
COlltca. Tr, a year or thU, .-.d llllkt 1915 Wt 

That ' 1 What tht ed i tor ,rote In tht Chr J1t­
n.1 Double Ntmb.- or Coel e cuu . I hop• that 
ht'• rJ&ht, and that ptact will ,oon bt bac:..k. 
But a lot or peoplt a td It would all bt CJ'f'tr by 
ChrUta:aa , and 1t• 1 1tlll 1otna on. Somh<M 
there 1u• c.o be • bl t or • d&ll)el" o•.-t.ba old 
paper,. Thtr• wu a Chr11t11U Double Nt.mbtr or 
Chip• and C09t c cuu but not or th • rumv Wonder. 
Thtrt wu a Chr l1 t.a:u DOW!l• NUllbtr or tht na&net 
but not or th • Cia or th t 8019 ' Fr ttnd. Tht Ott: 
411*1't reall1 M'ft a ~l1tAU Number at all. 
tt "*' cal l td a •wtntt r Nmlltr,• tboUlh thlN •u 
a Qu"IIC..., ac.or,. Tht 8011' Fri end hid • k ind 
or Chrtataet Htllb_., but tht td tc.or NJd ht 
hldn' t 1110 , a a jo yrul number •• he thoUlbt •• 
ahoul<i'l't be j oytul. Ke wtlhtd ua •a Oood 
Chrllt .... &I ht d 1dn l t WW\t UI to h*"t t lltl'Ty 
ont. w,11, that '• all rt&bt, of COUl'M, but I 
think tht editor or the Soya• F"rltnd la a bU. 
or • lettuce, 

,. dre adf ul th t na hl,ppentd tn the midd le of 
tht month. lom• Ci1rw.-i enitaera bollbardtd 
Sc.arborouch , K~ltPoOl, and Whit.by, and about 
18 people were killed and • lot or hoN:a dta"'°yed. So -oncttr tbt ntwapapera call th e 
o,rmna 1 b.ti1 r. lllt r a.• 

1 upect the Gtni.ena ""N an&l7 hcatat a t• da,a tarlt tr a Br itish sub1111rtn, 
paaa td undt r tht o.rdantllN a t nttltlda wld lank Olt 1'urktllh battltlhtp 1 t'ltHu c:Uye.h.' 
Rule Brt t#mlal 

Tht Oem hu hid aome wondtrtully good atorlH t.hla month . Thrff out or the rour 
ban been about Talbot, and I can •t htlp t hi nk.Ina tN.t "' are 1etttna a bit too 111.1.ch or 
him. E'f«i Tom Htrry MIN to bt pl aytn, Neond tiddl t thtll dua. 

' lHPl n& It DU'IP . .. . tip-t op t.alt. Cuttl WU turlou, btcault hl• pal, 1'n9h 'UII, 
•u upell td laat month. Cut ta tried c.o han hl a NYtfll e on Talbo t, but llldaN took a 
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h.anc::1 to 1top hi m. Ktldare got ht• overcoat s:oother-.d 

• 
• ........ In tnk , tnd Guasy saw someone colng on the tiles t n an 

-- • lnlcy o•er,o.t and thou,.ht It 1IJU Kildare. l t 1'H 
NallJ Cutt.a . 

•nit St. J t•' 1 Retu&W .., the onl.Y &t.01"7 noc. 
abol.lt. Talbot. CUHJ -.ia&led a llttlt 8el&lan nf'U&t:t boy l nto St. Jl11:' 1, and tt WU 
tun ,btlt tt last.td. Tht Nf'U&H'I mother cumed out to be an old trltnd ot the Htad•a 
wt re. What a eotne.tdenc t l 

• Talbot•, TrtUllJ!h' -, tlne. ttr . PloCktnaton wu a new achnce _.t,r at st .JI• ' •, 
and CJ.¥n Hou., w&a rd>bed . Talbot. r.ooenlsed Mr. Paektnaton u btln& a -.111atn knOIIII 
.. •The f'rotH.ar. • Talbot t.ol d tht Ht..:!, and tht Protuaor.., t.aken away by 1nc,ecto r 
Sktn with 1rtpt1 u.pon hi• • ru t,. 

Tht lat' talt wu • Talbot'• Chrll.._, ttbleb 
toot pt.c. at Tom Hen-yt a hOM n Ruckltbe"7 
H1atb. Cou1t n Ethel and 11ar,orlt Huelden t 
WIN U>eN. How .,..,. did Tea COIN to know 
H&rj .. tt Hueldtna, Ind ,wbat wa1 Sbt dolnc ...:, 
fro. her' t•U1• a bo..x. at ctrtatau ti•? H 
... a 1ood '81.t, UloUlh, I n etch WallY o•uw 
...t Joe P'ra,n t were kl~ by Ctl"'IDln ,PIH, 
.rM:I Talbot Mftd thH. 

Ded •l •a• t*H u, to a London ,tM)W on 
NIW TMI"' a En . tnd "' hlld to aakt up our • lnda 
mat .. •anwid u Ne, '° Cbat ht could book 
ibt nae.a. 'fbtNI I 'llNPlr'II Beautr Be-.itltled' 
at Dn1r7 Lan•, •1'h oeora• Grafta 1nd Will c,,.,..,. 
w,11. U.t ..- co be u. ... Drur7 1...1n, lbOm • 
thO' ha.Te h.:I tor tbll p&IC, t.o CbrllCINNI, WI th 
the ,.. cu t , .., we wiped iblt out. U. H 11 
HaJ•atT'• th.-. ta •De?td Copperfield' Ind 1:bat 
Nal!Y -.dt M lhl.lddtr. t ai&ht &I Nll 10 to 
IChool on ""' Y1ar• 1 £'Ye u 10 to Dtekena. 1t 
the Dl&e ot Tort:'• thtN 11 •Peter P1n.• with 
11.ld.11 Ttthtra&• &I •Peter,• but l ban Nffl 
Peter Pan before. u the Udlfych UlitN 11 
1 Clnderell .. •lt.h L.11.y lrll u tht Prine,. Wt 
I •u anracted by •Jadt and the !lttn lUl.k' at 
Ult :..Yceum, and that' s witicrt we• re 1otna. o.i 
hu booked the Ha t a - 51- onu In tronc.. 
J tult won•, be comtns•tth ua thU year•• 
N hu 1on1 Into a IIU'IU.tona ractor"J' near 
Dart.f ord to mite htr fOl'Wnt. Shi aqa llh• 
"Ill co1111 beck to ua ne:r.t year wben tbt ..z- 11 
onr. 

Th• tdltcr or the Mqntt has spruna a surprt ·t . A special Grey frltr a lt.orY' b7 
rrw Rtch&rds , entltltd ' Th• so1 Witho ut a N• .. 11 to appear tn tht 8071• Friend Jd 
Llbrvy on New Tear•• Day. a ta Ult rtrat tt• thaC. rrant R.tcharda h&a be.-. tn tht 
s.r.L. t u peot that•• wh1 tht Xl&f\tt tal11 ht.n bHn a bit.,... latd)' . H• '• b..-. 
buay wrtttna tbt• lone ,c.ory. 

Oo\q Md a 11111utn1 called 'The Car,• and In It U.N , " a NJ)Ot't that there baa 
bttn an lncrt&M or 111,695 motor nht clu In the United Ktncdoa thh year. It '• 
pretty -,ru1. Dad ..,., that London •111 sooo ar t ncs to a 1tand1tlll. Ooodneas knon 
Wien It will tnd. It aoon "°"'" be Ntt to bowl a aolt -ball &10111 the tramltnH. 
ftl e oU\er da, a motor drtnr swore a t me, witnc a word I'd nl'Y tr hea.-• betore. 

Hum t>ou&ht a ktttlt ana tlbtn !ht aot ho• Shi found It bed ao t · 'lt'd page 23)u 
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POINTS OF VIEW (cont'd from page 17) • •• 
Mr. Lofts - snd very good luck to him - has been sn energetic detec­
tive since the war in connection with old boys' books, but he only 
became intarested during snd since t he war . Some of us csn go back 
much further t hsn that. I corresponded with E. s. Brooks , P .G. 
Wodehouse, Lesli e Chartaris , John G. Brandon , Dennis Wheatley , Philip 
Lindsa,y and Charles Hamil ton long before the war, and have many 
letters, autographed photos , snd detai ls of stories from al l the 
authors mentioned . 
( "The Hound of the Moor• b;y R. W. Comrade appeared in a Gem Chri s tmas 
Number. This ma,y have been apart from the main sari es of Comrade 
stories, whi ch may account for l!r . Lofts missing it. - ED. ) 
CHARLES CHURCHILL: Bill Lofts appsre ntl y eompsres Nels on Lee at St . 
Frank ' • with the Lee dete ctive stories written by Maxwell Scott . 
Surely Brooks ' Nelson Lee detective s tories (pr e St. Frank's) should 
be the ones to be compared . I think they are equally as good . What 
about the J im, the Penman ysrna, Eil een Dare and the Circle of Terror 
ones , to sa,y nothing of sll those e ingle stories ho 11rOte? I have 
practically all the first 110 Nelson Lees, and I esn assure Bill that 
the r e are plenty of good tslee there by E. S.B. 

Re th e repetition of t hames mentioned by Laur ie Sutton, of cours e 
some were repeated as they were 1n the Hamil ton papers . He menti ons 
t he 32-year run of th e l!agnet agains t only 15 years of St . Frank ' s . 
The Ne l son lee Library ran for il years , and af ter St . Frank 's appeared, 
Brooks did not have B1lY sub writers . 

A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK'S By Jim Cook 

On June 12th , 1965, Mr. Ec!wy Searles Brooks is expected to attend 
St . Frank'• Colleg e to reeaive sn avard to mark tho fiftieth anniver ­
sary of his connecti on with Nelson lee and Nipper . 

Although it was over two years later that Neleon Lee and Nipper 
came to St . Frank's to escape t ho attentions of the Chinese Secret 
Society it was felt tha t strictly speaking Mr. Brooks' personal 
association with the Gra,ys Inn Road spec ialists goes back to tho time 
when he first recorded tho ehronielee of the great dete ctive , 

What shape this avard vill assume I do not kno,r for Nelson Lee 
has told me only the barest details . In fa ct , I don't suppose ho 
knows himself for it is Dr, Staf ford vho is behind the pr oje c t , But 
sin ce Mr. lee vill be the most important par t of the eerE111oey it was 
felt that tho housemastar-detecti n should kno,r tha t he avail himself 
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to be present on that day . It is alws.ys possible the detective co, 
be · aws.y in another part of the world jus t when he W8S wanted at St . 
Prank's . 

But altho~ Dr . Stafford is credited with the idea of presenting 
Mr. Brooks with this Golden Anniversary award Nipper tells ae Lord 
Dorrimore has a finger in the pie for Dorrie looked very mysterious 
when we saw him the other ds.y and if there• a one thing old Dorrie can't 
do it is to keep a secret . It was written all over his face that he 
had been up to eomething and Browne of the Fifth 8Sked him point blank 
what W8S in t he wind and Dorrie whispered somet hing about a birthds.y 
present for the professor. 

In any event it will be very interesting when Edwy comes down to 
the old school next June . It seems as if more than one 81fard is being 
given for Lord Dorrimore does not do things in a small lfs:J and perhaps 
there will be many surprise s in store for quite a few people . 

Talking about surprises it amazes me when visitors come to see 
over the school, the ir first and foremost desire is t o sea tbe Ancient 
House before any of the other Houses . For the firs t building that 
greets you when you pass through the school gates is really the West 
House - that is if you are looking straight ahead of you . Immediately 
to your left would be the Chapel and should you glance direcUy to your 
right you would perceive the East House with the Gym a little to its 
right. 

But the fascination of the Ancient House must ari se from its im-
portance for here are housed the leading lights of the school. To 
belong to t he Ancient House is an honour and al though the West House 
comes next in order of merit, as you might aa,y, the Modern House in the 
right corner of the Triangle deserves consideration for on this site is 
the old College House and this new building actually contains most of 
the stone blocks that were originally in the College House building. 

Visitors have frequently remarked on the imposing Head's residence 
which lies behind Inner Court . But you have to go through Big Arch to 
reach here for the fine and commanding structure of the School House 
vi th the junior and senior wings flanking the sides bars tbe ws.y. Then 
through Inner Court where Head' s Residence reposes in a sea of cala and 
serenity . 

I have often tried to lis ten to the excited calls of the juniors 
in the Triang le from thi s inner sanctum but one ma.y as wall try to hear 
the waves breaking on Shingle Head three miles 81f8,f . 

Adjoining the Head I s hous e is the school sanatorium and immediatel 
behind lies the Head• s garden wit h his garage making the tip of th e 
circular lane that surrounds the school. 
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When St . Frank'• is open to rleitors the poor guide ie -barded 
w1 th questions about the old echool and the other d8¥ the boGour !ell 
upon Dr . Barry Stokes to show parents and guardians the heautiee ot' St. 
Frank's . And very interesting it wae tor I attacbed -1! to the 
little crowd that went round and learned quite a t'w things about St. 
Frank's that Barry Stokes had dug !roa the records. 

It would appear that Dr . Stafford ruled over tho deetiniee or the 
boys sOll8 twenty years before llelson Loe arrived and - and Taried 
have been the attempts to alter those rules by nw aaetera and school 
Governors. But I think the 110et interesting and exciting period in 
these abortive cilan8es since llelson Lee caae is the one which Tiaitors 
find most sauaing. That is when women teachers took oontrol or St. 
Frank's. But as this evant occurred before Ban7 Stolcea c:ae to St . 
Frank's the matter is referred to llr . Stockdale who frequently acooa- i 
panies Barry and Old Stocky - as the juniore iapoli tely refer to ··tbe -' 
llodern House aaeter - is quite happy to recall those __,tous tiaee 
for in all the school's history it was the one and only occasion St. 
Frank's wae ruled teaporarily by vo ..... . 

But to return to Kclwy Searlee Brooks' fifty yeara 8880ciation 
with Nelson Loe . 

lipper is as mch in the dsrlc about this "prise giTing da;J" ae 
Lee hiaself , but it is quite early to aake enquiries and later on I 
aay be able to tell you 110re about it . lrelson Lee is both -,.,..i. BDd 
flattered thet he will •et Bdwy Searles Brooks tor the first U. . 
And !lipper will feel honoured to shake the band of the aan who auccea&­
fully hid them in St . Frank's for 80 long . Both Lee and lipper will 
never forget the tiae they cliabed tbroll&h the ak;yli3ht of the engraT­
ing works adjoining their Gr"3's Inn Road chambers when they decided to 
leaTe London for St . Frank's. Buch an i&noainious departure yet 80 

necessary. 
lie m,at be thankful for this Chinese secret society for bringing 

Nelson Loe and lipper to St . Frank's . And St . J'rank's is equally 
grateful for the stirring till8s these two characters brought about by 
their presence at the school . '!'ha history of St . J'rank' s _., never 
have been written bad not llr . Brooks eauggled llr . 1- and !lipper out 
of London and ensoonced them in St . Frank's . Yullwood would have 
retained his position as Fora captain, there would ban - only two 
Houses instead of the four toda,;y, in fact St. Frank's would never be.TS 
come to our notice and remained hiddan down in Sussex . 

POR-SALE:-N;ls~n i..e-1st ,;., ~1 .. -,;: ..;ch; 2.nd-h s;,.i;a 2/6-eadl. 
BOB BLYTIIB, 40 Ellspere Rd, Dollie Hill, London, 1 1111 10 
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la ti lH er.er Ac.Sn.• 1, .,._•old •ldler ef .. prebt..- lo •ar ... 1111 hi• 9llll'd 
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ann ...., artasau . 
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WtU:t •l\b d!Stlll to:- L...L..lllla · JM Weflv Ptl"I • ldlU...2· 
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BLAkl~NA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKIWI 

27, Archdale Road, East Dulwich . London. S.E.22 

IN AND AROUND BAKER STREET (2) By Walter Webb 

Ructions at the Amalgamated Press 

In 1910 the Blake papers were thre shing wildly in the teeth of a 
hurricane of frustration and dissent, which swept through the entire 
offices of the Amalgamated Press, leaving in its wake a trail of 
asc er bit y, disi llu sionmen t, and open hostil it y, Hamilton Edwards, 
controlling editor of the boys' journals , which, of course, included 
the UNION JACK and other Blake papers as well, was in open rebellion 
following criticis m of his department by lord Northcliffe, founder and 
chief of the A. P. Edwards, who, obviously regarded this as an un-
warranted intrus i on, threatened to resign with a demand far heavy com­
pensation. In a brief clash earlier on , Lord Northcliff e bad back­
pedalled somewhat following an exchange of excited wards, and, after 
telling Edwards not t o be rid icul ous, advised hicn to try a dose of 
ptomaine poisoning and then he would readily understand his (North­
cliff e's) unusual irritability . If this was intended as an apology it 
is little wonder that Edwards was not mollified, and the year pro­
gressed in an atmosphere of smouldering hostility on the part of both. 

fuel was added to these fires when, in the summer of that year, a 
case of fraud was heard at the Old Bailey, t hey having been cocnmi tted 
as a result of advertisements which had appeared in some of the Amalga­
mated Press publications . The judge who tried the case mentioned a 
number of them, and remarked that if he could have had his WBI/ the coat 
of the prosecution would be paid by those owners of publications in 
which the advertisements had appeared . 

Following this adverse criticism, which was gall indeed fo r Lord 
Northcliffe, he began to take a more than usual interest in the admini­
stration of the juvenile papers, and what he saw on inspecti on of some 
of the m - the comic papers, chiefly - angered hicn, and he accused his 
editors of depraving juvenile tastes, with the threat of sharp action 
if improvements were not carri ed out ime dia te ly. Of late t he papers, 
in his estima t ion, had got out of band and there were now hundreds of 
vul garities and indecencies in them. To Evelyn Wrench, sales manager 
of the A. P., he protested that on the front cover of the third issue of 
th e newly launched comic paper, MERRY AND BRIGHT there was an 
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illuotration of a fat man and an over~eveloped young voman; page tvo 

contained a story, entitled "The Girl Without A Home. " (Obviously the 

Chief considared that if a girl vas vi thout a home she must be a girl 

of the etreeta, hence his objection to the apparently inoffensive 

title); page thre e was, in hie opinion, rathar 'JUl&ar, and on page six, 

contrary to hia principles, there was a man hol~ a revolTar . 

Whether ha objected to rnolvare in the illuatrationa only 1a not clear, 

but it he vaa againet them being used in the atoriee too - well, one 

can only Bt!Y his vaa a most unrealiatio attitude to adopt, for how vas 

an author to write a datective sto ry undar euch a cell80rohip? Be 

-18bt juet as veil haYe ieeued inetructione to an edi trees of one of 

hie roaantic atory papers and tabooed all ld.saing in love storiea . 

Other thinge that aroused Lord Horthcli!fe' e ire ware the number 

of prison etoriee, detective atoriee, bad girl stories, and eenaational 

and always nry badly drawn pictures, which he deplored aa bein8 only 

too consistent wi t h the juvenile papere , and t hey , he declared, would 

be Yi&oroualy dealt with. Be took 1-ediate etepe to acrap euch head ­

ings in the papers aa "Behind Priaon Walle,• etc., and, to those con­

cerned, iaeued ordare to gc over all page proofs and rB010Ve 'flll«aritiee. 

One enterprisin8 young editor who had been sending up the circulation 

!!&Urea to heights not reached einco the ~ da,ys of "Coadc Cuts" and 

"Chips" by such means aa Lord Jiorthcliffe oo fiarcely disapproved, vaa 

accuaed of bein8 a bounder and aacked. 
What an eventful year 1910 must have been, for, of course, this 

vaa the year, too, that llicbael Storm did hie f•ous disappearing act, 

C8U8ing consternation throughout "!nswara • • office vben be left a earial 

half finished and an urgent telegram had to be despa tchad to Cecil 

Hayter at hie address jus t outaide Brighton aaking him to fin i sh it off. 

A eurTivor of those dqa, who actually joined "Answers•" staff that 

year, recalls it as a eucceaeion of aurprisea and gentle shocks, and 

well re-bera lla,yter'a daah to London that da,y during the late -r 

montha, picking up all the previous instalments, and, with no fuss at 

all, producing the followil>g week'• instalJlent in tiJle for the printers . 

Baadl ton Edwards - A fw words 

It was the policy of Lord Northcliffe to extend to 8J1if young man 

who worked for him the opportunity of great rwarde for good work on tho 

principle that the beat va,y to aake a department grow vaa to give the 

man in charge a pecuniary intereet in ite success . As the A,P . it vaa 

qui ta coaaon for a man earning a aodeat weekly salary to draw some 

thouaande a year in couieaion, and a caae in point vaa that of a young 

man named Robert Baadl ton Edwardo. 
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&i.warde, at one time, was employed by Geo. Nevnee, Ltd. , and vaa 
regarded by some of hie less am.bi tioua colleagues as being a rather 
extraordinary fellow because he used t o take work home wi th him for 
the purpose , so he stated , of getting on! Eventually, Edwards joined 
AJISWl:RS, and became one of those drawing a smal l salary and a commission . 
The commission grew well into five fi&ures annually, and when, in March 
1912, he br ought about a near - cris i s by again threatening to resign 
with a claim for heavy compensa tion , the money he would have bean eD­
titled to draw fr om the kit ty was quite a considerable amount . As a 
matt er of fact, Hamilton Edwards did depart from the A. P. a f ew weeks 
later , and in posse ssio n of a considerable fortun e . No doubt he vas 
glad to go too, for his papers wer e in a par lo us state (his own words 
to an author vho once wrot e f or the UJ) , and there was no doubt thst 
by this ti.me the boys ' papers \far e not the f orce they vere , and Edwards 
conside red that he was only flo gging a dead horse by carrying on. And 
so, it was left to Mr. William Bacl<, who joined the fir m in 1896, to 
take up the rein.s. He had previous ly assisted Edwards 1n tbs running 
of the boys ' papers , and , as contro ll ing editor , with Levi e Carlton as 
hie ass istant , he etaered the UJ and Sexton Blake to a amooth passage 
i n the inteM'aning yes.re to thoee dark days ilcmedJa tely preceding the 
first world var . 

BARDELL yereus VEll!iEI! 
Besides being one of the best Sexton Blake authors of all time , 

Anthony Parsons was also one of the most amusing, and introduced some 
delightful touch es of humour into his e tories . Some of the dialo gue 
between Mrs. Bardell and Superintenden t Venner of the Yard was , at 
time s , quite mirth provoking , and enlivened the Baker Street residence 
to an extent not achieved since the da,ys of Gwyn Evans . 

The feud between Mrs. Bardell and the Yard ace began when Mrs. 
Bardell discovered that Venner was getting all t he cr edit in the pap ers 
for work t hat had really been done by her famous employer, aftsr which, 
in her eyes , Venner was not a welcome visitor at any time . When 
Venner ran& t he doorbell j ust bef or e 7 o'clock one evening be was made 
well aware of this : 

111 wouldn 1 t answered if I ' d known it was you ! " said Mrs. Bardell , 
vi th a sniff 88 t he sooper rsiaed his grey homburg with eYaggerated 
gallantry . 

"Stow it , you old batUe-axe ! " growled the eooper . "I want to 
see the Great Man. le he home?" 

"He woul dn' t be - to you ! " retorted Mrs. Bardell . "Hot if I 'ad 
my Ws::J, 'e wou.ldn' t ! What d 'you want now? Fallen down on your 
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job agen?" 
"It'• a good thing you don't fall down on yours often!" craclmd 

the eooper . "l'• tbi.nkiDg of the fioors, of course.• 
"llell , you needn't bother mu.ch on ecoount of your ovn noora, 

there'• that about it,• cae back the lady vith gusto. •Only thing 
you need to worry about are the ceil.iDga - getting knocked about by 
your bone bead!• and having delivered beraelf of that stinging retort, 
lire . Bardell turned end ssiled down the hall like a Thaaee barge in a 
atift breeze . 

(&ictract froa "The Jl.y,,tery ot the Ybitehall Boab, • publiahed in SBL 
!lo. 158, in 1947. ) 

(oontinued) 

Part 2 
Serton Blake Authors who ware Editors BY ll . O. G. Lofts 

I hope that all ay editor friends will f orgive me when I say that 
if a poll was conducted aa to who was tbs most popular editor of all 
U.. Hedley O'llant would ooae well out on top! 

Hedley """"' to have been a very popular person ind-, and dozens 
of for .. r writers, editors, and artiste I have mt in the last 10 years 
all speak of their fr i endahip vi th hia, and especially his great per­
sonality . Editor of RAIIGER, PILOT, IIELSOII LSE, (under the control ot 
c. M. Down) apart froa working in the lluil ton papers group, 0' llant 
was the ori&inator of the 'Hedley Scott• pen-name (w,ed at ti.mes by 
other vritars) and that of CAPTAlli ROBERT IIAllKE (w,ed also by G. M. 
llovman who also wrote one S.B . L. and was on tbs editorial staff) and 
who incidentally waa "llardar Lynk" in IWIGER and BOIS 1llll!liD Ll!ll.ARY. 

llri tar of Magnet and Gea stories - plus ( to be confir•d) under 
the name of IWULTOII SCO'l"l' in the BOIS RB.lUI, although Hedley only 
wrote two S. B. L. stories in the seoond seriee . Ha wrote also the 
Ferrera Locks detective stories eftar Charles llallilton had ceased to 
vri te thm in the SIIBll BOYS RiALII - where the only aciveree oo-.t I 
ban eTer heard about O'llant was froa the great man hiaself , when be 
told M that he bad lifted hia characters - lock , stock and barrel ! 

I don ' t think that I' . ADDIIIG'!OII SDIOIIDS needs any information to 
readers aa to what papers be oontrolled ! CIWIPIOII first and foremoet, 
followed by ROCKiT and PWCX - aa elready known tbs HOW.ARD STKSlB pen-­
name was Wied by other vritara such aa L. H, BROOKS, All'RED EDGAR, 
CECIL HAITER, in the Panther Grayle detectin stories , whilst IWiLB 
IWIBSl'ORD waa hie own 1)81Ml8118 • 

.lU'lilID KDG.U oontrclled PWCIC and aust ban ai-t set up a record 
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for different papers in whi ch hie work appear ed . ROGER FWLEY, JAKE 
DENVERS, BARRE LYNDON are Just a fev of too nom-<ie-plumes known to 
have been used at present - whilst many of those thrilling anonymous 
stories in BUJJSEYE and its companion paper SURPRISE came from hie pen . 

The remarkable GWYN EVANS an editor? I did not think it possible 
until FRED GORDON COOK ( vho was on the staff of CHUKl and wrote one 
Blake in the DETECTIVE WEEKLY) told me. I knew be had been given an 
editorial poet at FLEETWAY HOUSE, but in the words of an edito r , one 
had to chain him to his desk to kee p him there: Gwyn's re ply vas to 
make paper chains and walk up and down the corridor with them on hie 
wrists and ankles! Edi tor of the short - lived boys ' paper TOBY, Gwyn 
8vans will live long with us for his brilliant Blake stories . BARRY 
WESTERN and ARTHUR GWYNNE were two pen-names of his , in Boye Papers 
and Comics. 

NOlil!AII GODDARD who was of course !!ARK DARREN, and who was fated to 
be killed in the first world war , is famed for hi s brilliant Pl U1111110r 
yarns . Editor of the U.J . f or a time , as recently revealed be was 
NAT BARR in those early adventure tales in the GE!! befor e St . JlM 's 
commenced. He also wrote ..., CAPTAIN FJ:l!GUS HAVILAND in t he 1st ser ies 
U.J. J . R. CANNON in the EMPIRE LIBRARY, B.F. L. and PWCK (2nd ser ie s) 
and PETER PERGARTH in the U. J . (2nd series) . Hie brother Ernest 
Goddard, who inci dentally did not write a Blake , altholl8h editor on 
boys ' papers , wrote as ERNIBT HAIII LTON in the U. J . (1st ser ies ) . 

Stanton Hope, who died only a few years ago out in the country he 
loved so well , Australia, was an edit or of sev eral pa1;>ers before free-
lancing . CHUCKLES the comic, and GREYFRIARS IIERAlJl (lat er BOYS HERALD) 
are two that I know of . One could attribute 'P AUL PCNT lFIX PROUT' as 
being one of his pen-names, as he 'Wrote these tales in the Greyfriars 
Herald , as well as the maJo rity of l!ERLOCK SHOLMIB tales under the 
PETER '!'ODD pen name after C. H. Writ er of Magnet Greyfriare stories 
( tho~h no St . Jim ' s ) Stanton Hope' s Sexton Blake stories were al ways 
fu-e, class, and his DONALD DEAN and WILLlAII STANTON pen-names need no 
introduction , 

What a sporting character was ARTHURS, HARDY, and one who could 
ple,y the games he wrot e abou t equally as well , which was more than moet 
writer s could do! Formerly an actor , his early life and death are 
still of something of a mystery , which Walter Webb is still inv es tigat-
ing . Editor of ALL SPORTS and FOOTBALL FAVOURITE, and balng sports 
editor on msey othe r papers , he "rote as ARTHUR STEFFENS, CLEl!»IT 
HALE, and CAPTAIN ARTHUR LEIGH, the l at t er beillg in the U. J . (1 st 
series) . lt should be emphasised however that the majority of his 
tremecdous out put was published undar his own n .... . 
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llho once said that Val t er Shute (llal ter ELliARIB) ed1 tor of the U ,J. 
before H. W. TllYMAJI was a taxi-driver in the last years of his life ? 
According to a cloee friend of hie , he could not dr ive a car to eave 
his life, and it was proba bly Lewie CARL'l'OII who drove the taxi . Pe r­
sonally, I have al ways l iked th e Blake stories by \I ALTER EDIIARJ:6 - when 
apart from this nsme he used the GORDON l!illlELL name to cover the old 
Jack , Sam, and Pete r eprints ( gre atly revri tten) in the small BOYS' 
REALI!. 

There vere of course many, many other Blake writ e rs who were 
editors at one time or othe r, and my two articles on the subject, to uch 
only the aoe t popular of them. 

* * * * * • * * * * * * • * • * * * * * • * * * 
~:- Oood loose coptu or bound "n:>lumu containing any ot t he tollowtng: ~ -
~1 t.o 11.6 lne l uslve 1 195 ,205,2J7,2J8 ,2J9 ,m ,}18,319 ,.353,400,417,ta2,lo5~~ . 
719 ,752 ,753,762,76}.809. r.oat la.sues betH en 821 and 890,900 ,921,924 ,925,9)6 ,938 ,940, 
942,9la.3,9£6,951,965,967,968,996. ~ - 413,415,493, Han.y t &SUes betwun 800 and 879. 

~~;;:;...i.s:~;~~~;~:6·mi:r ;;rJ·= ~~~2;~?3~:41~' 183,190, 

DtlC ' Al'N§, ' Elg:IBIOR HCX.SE,• ~. StJRBI~, !!!!!§!. 

!Q!..J!!&: 101, .. , .1.Muall' 29~ to 1962 (uc1p t; 1958); 11Bld BHl, 1 •J.ct IIC'Ul'fay'I 
Soboolda¥1 ,• ' Ntd NI.tilt.' •our Bo,a Paper, • Vols. 1 , 2 , .3 and 4; • tounc roix.• 1886; 
' Toq £n&lhhmn9 1882/ } ; 1 81& Buda.et• 1902; •Bo7:a or Enc lanc:P volmu .JI and 51: 
•our 8071 Journa l• Yoll . 5, 6 Ind 7: 'Th • Lada ot the vtllc" Vol. 1 i •Toll\& Tom'• 
Schoold 1J1.• 

~• 19e HlnOf' 1TtnUf 1 ~• ~· 

Bo71' OM'! Paper ,3110/19{6 .. 25/9/19<1J, SoUld Volume. 824 paees . What ot ter.r 
Wl'l tt: Hr-11 G1 H1 TUOODIIAH t CorporaUqn Hotel , HlddJHbfOugh, .To!!J. 

FOR QA.LE: So1a 1 o.t P111>tr, BOI.M Vol. }5 091~1} ). Cood Condition . 

Otte r a t o: .!!.!!!! , le, Pa\kJ\ur'lt Drl'fe, Bradalfll, !!!::!!• 

DAN O•HERLJRT onty wanta} 11q/\eta to ooq, le ie h11 at t.: Nos. 39, 768 , 9}}. Ver:, btlh 
pri ce ot tered t or AM. 

!!C!lt: ~· 56 §htrlnghe ROUf!, Lt1199 Stntt, LOndGne N1W11. 

WANT1I) UllqDfflJ : Hacnet No. 435 . Good looH cop7 1 or YOlUllt contatnln& ..-. 

•g cq.s tOR RCdE,• 
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The u'-Jal tr1endl.7 and er.thu s lantc atmosphere pr enlled l'lhen lll8mbers rorea aU\ered 
at t.tle Book Barga in Bazaar, Crane Pl ace, Sfdn•r , tor the t r October meet lna on n,urmay 
15111. 

Howeur th eir tnt,husla1uc was cor.s l der ab)y dalll)Oned when the s.cre t ary announced 
that the antlo1pattd vlslt t rom pUbl1sh er, Mr. Clarlea Sk!lWn woul CI not be taklna pl ece 
on NoY. 10th. rt had been hoped that memb11tra would rurr, the pleasure or anur\a;. ntna 
Hr. Sk 1lton t o dinner .:>n t hts data but W1torw.nat.tlY bh: tour or Au..atr alta bu rtOI' bean 
c.ancelled. From hla Tel')" t r ltndl Y ltt te r ct apol ogy mellber1 rcc.t'fed t.'"lt becrttntna 
newa tbat tha pleatllN ts merely detei"r't!!d as ht hope& to be • ~th ua ne.xt year, an eTcnt 
Which all i.-~ers wlU. look forward to wit h ertat aaUelp•t.Io n . 

from our lont dist.lee meaiber, Arthur Rolland WM lives at Wel llna;ton, stTtral huil­
dl"t!d 111110 ¥fest ot S)'dney caoa the uaual fr t endlY aod tntereatln& le tter. The pho tos 
t,al,,.en at a. r,eettt 111eet1ng had been lent to l ~h'r and Lt hor,ed they had oon'HYM tbe 
a!Jl>,pbe!'t or cmr clM mutlngis, br lngl na b111 t nto our ci rcl e tn tullest. enJoYMnt .. 
r rom Arthur aloo camti a lett er or thenks, upreH1n& hla ai,prec1atton tor the most we! • 
colW 11tt of scaa loo& want ed Leu - &n"angtd b7 Vietor Colby, thll 11tt on t>lhaU or 
M,1 ttllo w : lub 11enbers, bad besn i::en t to Artmlf' to tip-e s.a t helr appre otat lon t or bl• 
loyal support and contlnutd tnte-est tn c lub actl'1!1tlts and to help maki h i• fffl tha t, 
dup lt t ih• tnmmd.x.i.1 d l ltlt\Ct bttlreen, b• .... re1ardtd u a •ery ao tl Y• !Nlber or the 
Colden Houra Cl ub. Thar&• " ere con'f&Yed to V16tor Colb7 tor ortg1 natlng and &Tl'.n&1rtl 
thts gestu re . 

rrcic Jtm Cook ot Ne.'JII Zealand who also wield s a moat 11ell ln !orre d and lN&lnath e 
ptn , came sneral weleom• lett ers full or Snterutlng nae tteas . One tn partic ular , 
the newa or the remYal or Scotland Tard fro• Ult famou,: ?>Qi ldlna on the Ellblllkllflnt to 
more modtnl quart-era wu of &N&t tnt.erea t to th• SlUe f'fltllU• lu t.l ancl quite a sttllllat• 
trig dtscualo'I anaued, foll<M'ed by the suu eat.lon th~t J lm be t nYlttd. to wri t e an arttel e 
00 t.1!1• l!IUbier.t so the t his knowledge and up-to-date tnf onM.tlon could be SllOYtd by a 
wider pUbllc wit h equal plea:,..in .. 

ne &l,la,.,ra treleome 1Newsletter 1 fraa our friends In tht t1:d!aid Cl ub, v i a Marry 
flrostar~ w.-e pa!aed aN>Wld, contr Sbutt ng to the enjc ,ment cf the eventng . 

Oe~lla of tht Chrl!tllld Party were d lseua:aed and a tentat.1n ren:2enoua aelecttcl -
f .inal arrW1&eDl!:nt a wlll be .llilde flt 'Che Novelllbtr »uttng to be held on Thuraday 19th , 
usual time and place. 

u usual the 1Dut11'1i •Ms concl udtd t n the rrt trldl7 atmosphere ot the l ocal corree 

ahop. s. PATE (Hon. Secretary) 

~ 

Mettin g hf~d Tue91.&y9 9ot~ r 2]th 2 1CJ6L; De.splte tht &bsenee of the two CGl"btt t.a, 
Ra, BenMtt a."ld Oerald Pr to•~ an t nt tNatlne t?tn!na was aper,t b7 the o thtl" elsnn 
meaoe.ra ot t he cl ub. Thfirt: waa no ttxtd prcs.r..-e but the Idea aiueated by Norman 
Gn&of'1 some i1ieet1nca ago , t · • ~ to brln& aJons a cop)' or oopt t• or OW' ~t cul .r 
ra vourH.11 or oth.- da)'s, produced .ao::b. enjo}'IWlt. .llrllOll&tt tbea al l , most].y Tlnta&t 
except Nonaan• , "1.l ch WIN pr..,.1900, • •N No. 1 and 2 of th e •Eq, l re ,• 19(6 and 1914 
PlucJt.a; 19():1 ttarYela ; Tounc Brl t alns; Boya Real.Ill anc1 Boya • Real.II Sport.a LU>r ll"J'; Bora • 
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F'rttnd a and Bo1• • f'rhnct Ltbrer l ts . All or them wtre n.lCb o.t r td .,-,: our Tr6&1llrer 1 • 

pre-1900 - Fun and Fict ion - UlJ' Slopff" a CC.S.c •• ot all . ho nwl7 boUnd 'YOlUIIH 
or Oe• lu.t oolleot«t rroa the book binders bJ' In n Webste r uc l ttd tnttrut tl!l>Klall.y 
u tbey had tht reprtnu or the eerlY areyr rt ar1 ltcrlH tn th•, ioo , n.arttna troa th e 
t-=irtal r tn t ON7tr1 .. , Jam . T'hl1 dffe l oped a ttneral talk on th e earJ.y dVI of 
ore,rr1 .. , and Wln P.rtr ld&t re.ii a ta,.ourtt • pltot or her ' a traD the c.0. 1.. on th e MN 
sub j ect . An eztract rro- a Holiday .lnl'IJ&l Bunter st.oi7 ,.. Ned b7 Jack. Belltlt ld. 
We N'f• Md I t before but ti st ill reta tna t u tUIU'l1' appeal to all or us. Bunt• wins 
a b ike (-.oncs t ~ oth_.. pr l M wtM ... tn a O:,'Cll)t\l t l on) and ttnall.7, t or h l1 ~ . 
at tl a 6d P. O. Th lN ... Hlldl COOIDe AOl'Y, 't'll'Y -.iaJnc Sl d Wtll Nlld t,y Wtn Brow.. . 
A.MIY.......,. l'IUllbtr t.hll month waa Kt l.ain LH Ll~ No. J"8 , U.Otl.7 41 "81'1 old . 
One of tbt Jobn Bust.ertlel d aoou.,. the Rem1't Nr!es. Collector 11 lt.e• ... sn. No. 517 
publtoMd JulJ" 1920 , • undtr S ul Od Ord eJ"III • Nprl nt of Gem Nos. 190, 191 and 192. 
Ltbnr'Y rattle wu won b7 Ted OaffJ. 

IWUlT9lastta 

!l!!H1l!I!!< 
tteettng htld sungp, NOT-,r §th: t • pltued to report a full l)oUae ror tbta 
DNtt n& t n aptta or t ht cold wHtber. Norman PNcn • ll r .. d t.be corr .. pondenc, t n lllllSch 
waa t nclUdtd a let t er tl"Oll DaT1d Hobbs. Tht ttnanclal NPGl"'t ah.awed that we aN at tll 
sol nnt as. 11at n t t waa r,u that aome or our ,urp l us ca.ah should be uaed to 111Pf'O"t 
our Ubrery . and 1 would Ukt any Jlll'lbert or c .o. to kn<M t ba c. sr tht7 haft 1117 boOlc.s, 
Hel .-:,n Ltt a , J1.a&iltta, 0, 1111, s.o . u. etc., to dUpost or at reuon.e>lt prtcea • are 
lnt..-ut.td. The rtra t quiz or the tveri sna: waa provldtd b7 Nol"llllll'I and Ulle wa, 91:)n 

jotntlJ' tf' rm Umin and Bert Haale tt. 
Arter th• tea bNak "' bad enotber qUts, thi s ti• pre sented b)' rr.w. unwtn. As 

one llli&ht apect rroa Fnnk tt wu acaeebtnc quite out or the ordinary. we bid to 
ldtrlttty certain elaculattona or npreastona '111>.tch aom of tbt aebool chlrao t er• atl,b t 
use under glTen ctr cautanc11. It cert.alnl.7 lllde us thi nk and , 9.lch to., surprt•, 1 
aa tbt fortuna te winner wt th J ta Wallll u nmner up. 

Wt then bad a l one dt1 cussto n on ibt ~ tor Dece.eer 111hlch ta the Cbrta t.MI 
.. n tnc. we deci ded to , tart t.rlter Glarl u,ua.1 , ~· anc1 the bill or tere ta 
to be ext9ldtd . Addi t t onal l t .. ar e to be .:tcied to Ult retNlbmtnu lncludln& • drop 
ot .. etb.tna to war11 tbe cockles or our heart• n wt th 'fmlch to ctrtnk U\e be al ib or the 
club ll'ld llb1mt friend,. w, hope to hrf t a 10QI atteridance acatn lftd lt wtll be ff?7 
ntee tr ... or our t elll)OrarllY departed ..-.rs ,- P'Ml\k Cu e , Don Webster, OIOr&e Rll ,1 1 
Emit Stttn, etc . aN able to bt preaen t . 

t 1'0Uld like to take th l • opportwilt.7 of atndtng ben wtJhu troc Heraqalde c.o all 
our friend• of the o. B.B. Club• In tncl.nd and Amtralta and also to our trtWld• tn the 
U.S.A. , Cenlda and Hew Ztal.-.d. 

Hu:t • nt tnc Bunda,-, Dte••er 13th, 5:¥' p1m., PROtl'f. 
Bill. WlNOOCll 

Jel!!!!! 
Mfftl91 he}<l on Sfturdp 1 J4th N9!!9f[e J964= There wu another uc ellent aC.C.endtnce 
at our NoTtmbt:r u1ttn1, ttlt eh aot ,,.q to an eu-ll' aiart ac. 6.~ p . .. , after the U8U&l 
brtllk. llbr81"7 buat nea. h Ceot tNJ' Wild• could PIT e1tl7 a tlee tlns •lilt owing to 
1110ihtr enaea.,nc. Elate Tqlor t ook th• c.balr th1• IIOllth . 

Htnutes , r eports, and c<rrtipQl'ldtnce hPlnc been dtalC. wttb , J&CS Wood can u.a • te" 
Items of news. 1 t IHIU there • 111 be no Bunt.I' lhow oa the London •tac• th la year , 
chhtl,y beclllllt or <1Ut1cu lt7 tn tlndtnc a ,ulc.abl• tbeatn anll.i>lt . Let tefl• were 
pltued t.o htar that a ne• booit b7 a.n..i,r on, baa juat bten publllht<l . '!h t •Da117 
Tehaaph' col oured 9pltmtntp tncludlng an article llbouC. the hobby, end photoaeph• ot 
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Len and Josi• Packmln and their colle ctlon , wu pa&HC1 round Ind dt1cuaMd . It.•• 
acreed that a lfflt. dial of lnfor-.tlon hlid btm &!Yen tn l U.tle 11>act, and that -,re 
photo&nPh • or th • Packmen• and th ei r ftr1 tlne eou,i:.ttoo would han been weloc.t . 

Tht Oirlltmaa ~ .,.., then dt aou,aed, and &ITq .. ntl: tlnaliatd. Thls 11 on 
Saturday, 12th Otced>ar. comenctna at 4.30 p. m. , and u u,u.al a bWlplr pNCr ... ta 
bdn& Of'l&nlHd . 

the chief Item on tbt, mnth•a prosrum• wu a talk b7 Breeze Btntley , tllbo wa1 
paying ua one or bla a ll-too-rare Tlalts , Ria aabject waa St, Jta•a, UM: oldHt. ot the 
thru creat Hamtlton tehOola, arx:I In U.. urlltat. dat• the 110at popular, al tbouah ror 
nrtous r euons, u Breei:e potn\ed out, dOlll'l the year s It hu hlld to t• • .seoond pl.ce 
to on ytrt ar a. Re bl&m with the earl.y da11 , with Jaet Blake & Co. at St . J tm•a, and 
the arrtnl shortl7 afterwards or Toa Nert7 & Co. rrom Cla'fllr tna , th.-i OuUJ, lA1'1Nn , 
LUmley- Lullllt Y, Can:lew, lnox , Wld all th e eolourtul characters •• knOI' so well - not 
t ora:tttl ng the 111&1ten - and sea Who were li t t l e 110re than nu.es , BNH t alao d4iaU 
wit h the dUr 6'tnt t,ype, ot ai.ori es , and the t na tment they ree e1Yt<I at tht hlnCU ot 
th e various author s , and t h• J... P. Alto&et.her , an hour crammed with 1ntcrmatlon and 
,n u rt at n11:ent 'llllltch pau ld all t oo qul<*lY . 

Aft er re trtlbmenU.,. had a co~et l t too dn laed by CeM'7 l ll h o!'I, Ml.tl'lh oons l lt ed 
of th t aurna.mea or tlrt .Y Haa.J.lt,on clw.rac ters each or a l x lett.e r a , the ti n t and l as t 
u tura onl)' bei ng &1Ylf'lg t bt wtMer be tna the one '#ho au•u ed tb • moat , •rec u1ara 1 
onl.Y oe l n& al lowed. Thia prond to be Bill Wlltt auon , 'MID aot II,. Another .01t 
enj oyab le meet i ng. 

f'. HANCOCK ( Hon. Sec:r.t.al7) 

There waa a &ood attendance at tbt Dolli& Htll mNtlna on S\hlaY• No'Yembtr t5t.b, 
host Bob Bl.1th• , n toe to He hi m art.er h la tndtspo altton or t.be prnloua IIOllth. 

A npreaenta tt n pro gnam t wu a1jo71C1. On mow wu tht 0011Pltit •t or tht: 
Neleon LH Llbru"1' , tht taaous -., ot St . ,rn• a and tn Ylron a and t he oolltoilon of 
Neuo n Lee book.I and. paper• that Bob Bl.1th• haa tor loan . Brian Do)'lt read t.ht art i c le 
•70 Tean ot Sexton Blak .. ttom an INbt ot •th e London Maa:ar.ln .. .w1d Bi ll Lotta tlhllat 
&11'1n& the lltoond part of bl a mulbtr onu of old boY•' books bad about II) !IIM01111M on 
lb.OW and which were pustd round tor •at>era ' penaaal . Arter WtntfNd Nor• s oi Lauri e 
Sutton had Jolntl.)' WOO the quts '*11ch t.be 11erny1tde Club had aent. and whltt1. Don Webater 
condUct.edp L.alll"it read t wo YU')' humorous pusae es tro11 • • 11aen1t • and a •om,• boib Yet')' 
IIIJCh enjoytd . 

RoeerJenklna reJ)Orttd a Yer, &ood ir:inth or R•lltonta llbr&r7 bon"ofltna: and ateady 
pro &reas wa.s tht r epe,rt ctven about the Sexton Blake oataloaue . 

The Chr ls tall meeting will be htld on Sundaf, December 20th , a t HUIDI House, Lord­
shi p Lt11e, taat Dulwt ch, London , S, £, 22. r:tnd)J' l e t th e host , Len Pa.okllllrl, k®'f 
Whether Intending to be preuni . 

FOR SAtE: suton Blake LlbraMea as rouowc 6J8; plu s (lat.er Ml"'ttt ) 157, 1n ,17a ,179, 
180 ,182,189,191 ,192,193,197,201 ,202,2 10 ,213.215,221,253,261 ,211 .z, 3 ,276,m ,2S2,m ,2!J7 , 
}05 ,}03,321 ,:,29, 3}0; pl ua CherTY Tree Book1 Nos. 235, 268.Z,0,272,278. Prlct £}. 3 s. Od. 
the lot . Poat.age ext ra . s.a . , . , first , pltaa,. 

'EXOtlfJor ttoUN,' Cron Rof2, Surbtton, 
iiom• (>Ill imiuiti, - r,;,-~..;.,-~i.; ,9<i4=si ;~; 19ii6=1, ,m=s, ,900~: - ----
excellent condition. ant otter accepted . 

fJcU!I, 1 w1nge,n Rofd, BLACKPOOL· 
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~~.~ '12':' ~s~~;i:~~ co1c::i-:::;!:d
1:r~!:~1 ~ =-~t~1~t~~~~.:,-1 b=u raUed tn wrath, et.c. o r c:ourse, 1nttlll1ence cen be Tll''Y 111,cthe , and people han 

,ihat can onlY be called blind spot•. Ptrtta;,1 everyone CNH that a alll\Mt la t>tauttr u l lfld th&t YOW'I& anlaals are pN t ty. tiut ror ...,. &Mnc• tha"1I IN p.ople 'lltlo oon't •su . • Cecra• o"'ell actuall.7 quoted eom ddlctoUI btta trca tht Hqne:t end qui te e" t a entl.Y coulci'l ' t see an,thtn& tn t hu. And 7et he "&1 a rar-al&hted and 
91.&IC I OUI ..... ln aany "aya. 

J ACK OVDlHIY,. (Csibr lc1&1):, An I t.ea or IJ"H t ln t .-ut In 0.-v'IY'• Diet')' thta ariinth W&I 

~ ~erc:::n~:n ~~~ !:h"&I:' wrr5:\:»!~= 1~ J:~"'~0;, c1.-; o~~ 
lat:1> tn .- ratbu-• s -,nub.op - he .. a a\ot.llaker - and lllhln 1 ""'t ~ becl I wu 1 ITlna In 1nother worl d. I wu • new boy at St , J 111111 - IO no wonder at t t\ 
lDU1AN VUCHT (Pinner): 1 was pltued ~ sH In Contronra t ll t chot1 No. 79 a abort tt• rrcm a 1S,,-,ur old enU\ua tu t . 1 .:YN lt • onl7 l lft1en , Ind 1 hff• often ltOOder­ed bow .-n, more enUmatut.a or wt Ofln ace 12\ert ar.. 1 U'ltnk t.ht beat part& or c.o • .,, DSU'Q''• Otar, and the cover Utuatrt.i. t ona tltll ch are a &N&t help In III bunt t or 
coptu .. they &l ,,.e mt .ame tdea Whit t..o look ror. 

J A.CK ax:.. (BtnWtll J: I wlah ttllow col lectors would allow th e atoru or "rath to ,ut,. S ide. Ari:/ ator'1 U I (OOd ltor'7 1t It l s allowed to tell ltNlt . Arri author 11 I ,ooc1 a)tbor It hi l s ~ In 11-,.it. Author l ntruston Cati ,po11 .. otherwlu &OOd 
t.ale, 

PA.T c>.t t(lffAN (11on.a.gh#'I) : c.o. hU btoome par t or ~¥ Utt. At the b1C1Ml,. or each 
llOf'lth I wait hi,atllnt11 tor lt to arTtn. J ..ond e.r 'fltlat the oonr will bt llkt bUt It ta lllN to be pleuln& . Tou ban ne...- let di <loM 7e t . I don't mGlr bow 70U do It.. 1 • ..-. )'atl can onl7 dno tt a llalt«i t lllt to UM • Dt aut" bu\ lt 11 alCb a profualonal lo<*.tQ& proctuotlon that I t must put to shame 11111utnts t.het baTe rull .. t l mt editors . Ood .11>are 10U tor -..u-. Ml'l1 , ..... , 

(Bir , "' t ake ttm ott to bluah. You do us proud . •ED . ) .. ...... .. ...... 
,t LlTTLK •HlTER 

Congra tulations to Bob Whiter and his charming wife , llarie, on the 
arri val of a eon . Born on the 17th October, he ia to be named Roger 
J.:ric . His name h88 already been entered at Greyfriars, where we 
haven • t much doubt that he will be placed in Study No. 1 in the Remove 
pa881J& 8. 

Bob, Marie, and Roger J.:ric now live in the sunshine of far-off 
California, which i s the reason we have not had the pleasure of pre­
senting eo mch of Dad' s work lately. But, with our Bob, the grand 
old hobby s till comes hi&h on his list of finD favouri tea - third only 
to Marie and Roger E:ric. One of these days you will find him on C.D. 
cover again with one of his grand picture s . 
URCSNTiY WANTED~ Gema 4i3,-415, 493-and ~;ta- 205, 2377 2:ia,-239, -m . Good copies , or volumes conta ining same. 

J;;!UC FAINE, "EXCELSIOR HOUSE, " Gl!OVE ROAD, mm 



;JOB l!LYTHE PAR&§ TO B,l:j A DANl§Ll 

BOB B1YTW.:, a leading l ig ht in t he hobby ever s ince its inceptio, 
and laot year ' e cbairlllan of our London club, vi thdrev abruptly fro• a 
rehearsal and refused point-blank w take part in a television pro­
gramme vheo he saw the fora that the programme vu tsking. A fifte8l 
minute item on Old Boys' Booka vu to be put out live in the re«Ular 
s how "Tiae OUt" on B.B.C.2 on Thursday evening, Noveaber 19th, Re-
hearsals were taking place . Mr. Blythe vu being intarvieved. The 
producer asked : "How did you come to start the Old Boys' Book Club, 
llr. Blythe?" !Ir. Blythe's reply was a bo11bahell. lie aaid: •1 am 
sorry if this causes you troubl e , but I cannot take part in thia pro­
grame, tba aim of vhich is to cast fun on a hobby en j oyed by large 
numbers of 111;1 friends." 

Rasul t: Sensation and Consternation. 
In epi te of the bland i shments and pleadings of producers and the 

liJ<e, vho tried to usurs hilll that the show vas not intended to be 
mickey-taking, Mr. Blythe stuck to hie guns. Be would not - and did 
not - appear . 

And what of the show itself, which vent on the air shortly after · 
wards, minus Bob. It wu l ike the curate's egg. On the debit aide 
there were some disjointed extracts from a very, Tery old silent fila 
which featured Sexton Blake and Tinker. The naae and date of the 
film vere not given. Aauling and quite fascinating in itself, thia 
snippet, standing alone , did not help th e reputation ot Sexton Blake. 
It ehould han been f ollowed by an extract fr om a more modern Blake 
film, and could have been pro of of the many years during which Blake 
baa been a major attracti on. 

There vas a l1 ttle too much streee on the more lurid ty;,e of 
boys • paper published between t he vars. At long laat, the C- and 
llagnet c:ae on the scene, and someone read, in an idiotic falsetto 
TI>ice, the captiona beneath pic tures to certain Greyfriare and St. 
Jim 's stories. 

To be fair , ve did not consider the ataosphare of the progr&11111e 
to be "IDickey-tsking. • The three or four interviewers were extr-­
ly pleaaant, and leaned over beckwarda in faTI>ur of the old papere. 
Mr. W. 0, G, Lofts appeared .and hie 1aage C81118 over attra ctively. 
Youthful C.D. reader Nicholas Bannett explained why he prefers the 
old papers to modern ones. A directing offic i al on the Juvenile 
publication branch of one of the largest firms of periodical publish­
ers, asked to comment OD the rea&rks Of llicholas, made the surprisin4! 
statement that more than five or aix times the number of boys' 
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periodicals are sold to-d.., compared with the old d..,s. 
On points, we would vote the show successful, though it was handi-

capped by belll8 compressed into 15 minutes. It is clear that an 
absorbUJ8 full - length documentary on the subject could be put on tele­
vision, but such a programme needs several weeks of carefu l preparation, 
a good deal of scripti118, and adequate reheareal. 

Y.r. Bob Blythe discussed the incident with Collectors' Digest 
after the programe ended . He had been put off at the outset by 
learnUJ8 that t he item waa to be given a name something like "You 
Spoofing Rotter!" Be was deterred by the laughter in the studio when 
the Blake film sequence waa run through. further, he felt that in 
the very short time he would be allowed to speak, 1 t would be imposs­
ible to plac e the hobby in ite true perspective. In fact , the time 
previously allotted to Mr. Blythe was added to Mr. Lofts' time, and 
Bill acquitted himself well. 

It is more than obvious tbs t Mr. Blythe's decision and consequent 
action required determination and more than a little courage . He j oine 
Danny Blanchflower aa one who refUBee to abandon his principles at the 
ahrine of television . ....... ......... ......... 

THE BOBBY AND THE "DAILY TELillRAPH" 

A few weeks ago two pages of the Daily Telegraph Colour ~upplemen t 
were given over to the hobby. Nr. g. s . Turner, famous writer of 
"Boys Will Be Boys" contributed an entertaining and al together ple88ing 
article on the subject of Old Boys' Papers , and it was obvious that he 
had gone to a good deal of trouble to get his facts correct. A colour 
photograph showed Mr. and Mrs. Len Peckman, our Blakiana experts, emong 
eoae of their treaaurea. The only dieappointi.ent was that there were 
not a few more photographe of this type. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . . . 

110 BUNTER SHOW THIS yW 

For the first time for quite a number of years there will be no 
Billy Bunter ahov in the West End this Christmas. A new pl.., "Billy 
Bunter Laye the ~oet" waa in preparation, but it was found impossible 
to obtain a sufficiently large theat re for the aeaaon . 

City Stage Productions will be producing "Pinocchio" at the 
Apollo Theatre starting on December 23rd, matinees only. 

* .. i * * 
f;.dttld by £rte FQn•, Ezet11tor House, Cn:i•• Rold, Surbl ton. 8Ul'Tey. 

LU.ho OUpUcated bf Ton Dupllcattnc StrTlcu, 12a ffl• Sh•bl .. , Tork. 


