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A WORD FROM THE SKIPPER. 

He ;r;ho has learnea. to d1s ~gree wi t.hout bei n.g disagreeable 
has discovered the Ir.Ost valuable s ecr et of a dip lo mat. 

AFTE:RMATf.: 
~ve been deepl y moved ty the wealt h of le tters - literally 
masses of them - whicr.. hc.ve fl owed into this off ic e during the fir s t 
two weeks of January . Almost without exceptior. , the let ter s c&Ite 
fr o~ kindly fo lk writing in r r ai se cf th e latest edition of Collec tors' 
Digest Annua l. Almos t with out exce ption they said "The Very Best 
Ever , t1 er word s to t ha t effect. All the artic l es , the stori es , t he 
pi c tw ··es , and thf ncvel t ies have tee n acclaimed la vi s hly , all ow · 
ster lin g cont ri butor s receivin g th eir mead of pra ise . Pl us , i t 
goes without sayi ng , bouquets for the illlmit abl e firm wl:icl: produced 
the vol UJLe so perfectly . 

So great has been t he vol ume of le tter s th a t it ha s net beec pcss -
itle t o answer every or.e perso nally. I take the opportunity he r e to 
expr ess my sincere th&nk s. to a ll who hove written in such glowing terms , 
I t makes the job s o very wcrth while. 

Pl1iLICITY: 
~ Lor.don Clut has dec ided to take no part in any future tele­
visior: or ra di o progrB.IIllI.es without giv ing cons i derable thought to the 
matter ar.d assuri J18 th em.sel ves that dl1Y sue}, progrrur.rc.es are sincere 
att emi;t s to pre ser:t the hobby in its prope r light . This was ol:vi ousl y 
a se r..sibl e decis ior . A furt her motion that th e clu b sbould never have 



anything to do with further broadcasts vas defeated , and once again 

we consider that the club showed common sense . 
If a broadcBBt is planned , it is likely that it will take place, 

with or without the blessing of our clubs . If we co-operate , we 
should be able to make it r easonably certain that the people who 
appear know what they are talking about , and we should be able to 
influence the tone of the programe . Too often in the past , both in 

broadcasts and printed ar t icles , we have seen distortion and errors 
which would never have occurred had the people concerned been more 
closely in touch with their subject . 

Publi city is a two-edged sword. Generally speaking , Collectors' 

Digest is not in favour of much of it. Publicity which brings more 

reader s for the magazine is naturally welcomed. The more readers we 
get , the bet ter the service we can give . But , usually , publicity 
brings us loads of extra work at this office , and not much else . 

The recent article in the Weekend Telegraph (a first-class articl , 

in which the writer Mr. E. S. Turner , had gone to endless trouble to 

get his facts right\ brought us s t least a hundred let t ers , probably 

more. Every one was answered, though, except in a very few cases, 
the correspondent did not enclose a stamp for reply . The majority -

probably 'if::. - were from people who had volumes of Chums, the Captain , 

and especially the B.O.P . for disposal , snd it was clear that they 
hoped that these volumes were worth a great deal of money. Even now, 

two months afte r the publication of t he article , the letters are s t ill 

coming in . 

CAUSE AND EFFJ;l;T: 
Years ago it was rare to find a schoolmaster who looked with 

favour on the periodicals which we loved . Many schools, so far as 

they were able , banned them. Plenty of parents granted the old 
papers only a doubtful snd limited tolerance . They were regarded as 

harmful in effect . The small print ruined the eyesight ; the subject 

matter ruined the mind . 
The cinema vas often regarded as the root of all evil . Our 

weekly visit to the picture palace was setting our feet firmly on the 

downward path . The music halls , with th eir smut , were avoi ded by 

really "nice" familie s . 
What would the purists of yester year have thought of many of th, 

books and papers on sale in the shops now for any juvenile to buy? 

And most of the juveniles , with plenty of money in their pockets , can 

buy anything they want . What would the old puris t s have t hought of 

our te levision programmes which offer crime and sickening violence 
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night after night after night? 
A week of television crime recently was wound up with an episode 

of "Gideon ' s Way" in which a horrible tale was told of YOUJ18Sters who 

c ommitted crime and violence 'for kicks .' One wondered whether a few 

youngsters might not be given ideas by an offering of thi s type . 

Li cence , in an adult world , does not allow for t he young . If 

you don• t like a TV programme , you can turn it off . You usually 

don ' t - for many of those programmes have a morbid fasci.na tion . 

Children should be in bed st the time those shows are screened . In 

fact , th e average child does not go to bed early . 
The absurdly narrow censorship of years ago has become the grue-

some licence of 1965 . The happy CICdium has never been struck . 

Probably that is why the child of to-day gro ws up so quickly . What 

kind of an adult he will make , only th e future will show. \le didn • t 

do s o badly on the Magnet , the Union Jack , "Over the Hill , 11 and "San 

Francisco . " Maybe the modern child will emer ge just as happily from 

"The Perfumed Garden" and "Gideon ' s Way . " 
The Editor 

REMEMBER KENT CARR'S FINE SCHOOL STORIES? 
TEEN THIS \IILL INTEREST YOU • •• 

I ban jua t made a IUO)rlstnc dl KOTtl"'1 about popular ldlool ato17 writ e r IENT 

CARR, whoae books and atrlala "!tl"t wldt lJ'-read tn the ear).y year s or thta century. 

The dt,covery? That 1KDIT CJ.AA• was, tn ract, a womanl 
Her real name wu ?UH Gertrude Kent CUT and she NU born In Norton . Torttlhl r t , 

on October 28th , 1871 , bt t rc educated a t Shtrtltl d H l&h School, and Somerville Collt11, 

Ozt ord , where lbe was Mt or th at ruoua woaen1 1 college'• earliest educ&tlcnal plcnt tra . 

tn 1898 , sht D11Titd &drwln OllTtr , a noted writer and critt c or the tim , ~ editor or 

the r.agazlne •outlook.• She was dramat ic c r itic or the latt er tor eotce years bt tcr e 

and after tht Orea t war , also contrlbuttn.g to othtr newspapers and masu.lnts. 
Soon att er her man-t ag e, ttrs. Ollnr began \ll'l"ltin.g storlu ror boys anCI at r la , 

parttcularl.Y concentra t lnc on publi c school y.z-ns. Her IIOl t rm:x>us school sertal , 'A 

Rank OUtslder , • appeared In • Boya or OUr Ecplrt" (Nelrose) In 1901 , and ,.. tllustrattd 

b1 Hut ton Nltchell (the artist who originally dNW BlllY Bunt e r end the rtst or the 

Oreytr lart charac ters In •The Ha.gnet • In 1906 ). Three more aerial s nn In •Boys• o.n 
Paper«: 1 Tht Shaping or Jeph son •a,• •caught Out11 and • 01x11 or the Cock Houae.• 
(•Caught ouu• was later seri ali sed ln the 'Amer i can BoY" tn t he u.s . - the fi r st 

En&lish publi c t<:hool 1to ry enr to achlne thta) . All the se .seri als were re prlntecs In 

t>oot-r orw 1 A Rank Outsl dt.r« n:rm1Jll Into suer al edit ions ) end other schoo l atortu In 

hard-cove r s Included : •The Big Row at Rqer• s , • •Rl•ala and Chllms,1 Wer"'°ln a at 

Whispers•,• • Not OutL,1 ' Play l na th e Cl~ and •Heq,h lll Hlnor . • When • The 81& ROJt u 

Ranaer ' a' waa first publlshtd, Harrod.a• famous London department store cho1t t t u the 

bt1t boya • book or the year and de.,ot.td • whole wlnctOllf di splay to It at Chrlatt:Jas . 

Hrs. Oll•e r wu, I &athe r , a •trY aort , rec.lnlne an:i aentle lad)' Cid Ule lut per­

lOll one would have S.11Ptettd or ha:t·t rc written dl"amlttc and sporting boya• school 

1tor1es. When she wu stuck tor authentic deacrlptton a or football or cr icke t Ntchea , 

!ht used to enlis t the help or her ant r al schoolbo y nephews\ 
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Nra. 011,er aleo lll"Ott b1storlcal boob rcr ctinaren, tnclUdtn& •nu.a £11&.abetb'• 

ramt1,11 • •The Boy BondAllln,' •The Vhtte H8"k,• •L<rd or u, 1 Korean Hilla, • • Tilt Reign or 

LadY Btttr ,• •rtar, Syt.u , Ctntltm.n • and a bloeraPhlcal work called ' Girls Who Were 

FaD1>ua QtJten, . • Later tn Ute , u ,c. Dlff OUYER,' ab• spen t &ch palnaut l rc tlme an 

·two ldu..lt blat crlcel nonll - •Gtdeon•a ~ (lbwt url.7 att tlera tn per-tee) and •No 

nan•a Bcd (ltna Louts 11th). .t.nothlr boot , ab<JJt 1'0mft durfb& the 191lr-18 war,,... 

IWomen Who Dared. • She also left a part - rlnt~td nmtl, Ht In Vtr1tnta 1 u.s. A. 

l'lrs. Gertnxtt Olt•er - or •U>fT CARR• aa"' probablY IC.now her better - lhtd to a 

ripe old 11e lr'M1 died In London on Nlrdl 17th , 1955. 
Her boob are tcday tNaaured S\d reed by her chJldrtn a anncfchllct-en - u well 

as by many 0Ut1r re.Sera too, no doubt. I h&'ft tight or thP IQ'Hlt and a tine 8lM:lt 

they 1118ke Wider the •c• aactton or II)' school atcry shel'n1. Good, maty , uc1llent1Y­

proc!Ucld Wu they ar e too, with pllnty or &ood tnctdent , drllla , character-dr8'11ng aid 

sporttrc Inter ludes. 
So, not tor the tlrst ti• , a 111rlter or tine t,oys • atortu , i. u.n.uted a.a a wman. 

J,nd ltt•s bf no mans enjoy her excellent ram, q tha ltaa t or that t act ••• 1 

(1 1111 aich indebted to t ht late ttr1. Ollnr•s daught er, Kra . Gwen Hirst , who tOCIIO' Uns 

tn Ien1lngton, London . tor kindly ai.pplytng • "tt.h a,,t ot the abau detal11 . ) 

;:~: 96;~: ~~ ~4f .N~~~,~~~ 9~~;.
1
::;1.~ ,N}. sro~~=c~~r~

1D1!~;t;>2.~: Ip , 

fullut detail, to:- NC1U1AN PUGNELL, 33 BRAE ST. , LIVERPOOL, 7. 

~~d 1~~1~:~ =~~1,?1~~
9!!1./!:~G~~i:t~:~ 11~~~ ( ~~!j,~~!2

~tn 

Coln,• 1 DiarorkS troc the Sb , ' •f'antomas. • 

!p F<MET J.mruE, ~' ~· 

.t:2!L.§.!.!!: Nodem Tran:way: Feb , Narch , J.pl, Nay , Jme, July , Aug. and Oec. 1.2§2 and 

t';8.l"Ch, Apl, Hay, Jtr1e , AU&. Sept . and Oct . jj§J . 

L, PACP:J1AH, Z7 Ntgmtl.E ROAD, ftMT OOUllat , ~ , S 1E, 22 . 

WANTED: Good loose coptu or bomd YOllllllla contatntrw any ot tht follow i ng: 

iumlTs - 52; 1)1 to us lncl usln , 195, 205, 251, ~. 2)9 , m . .)18, .)19, )5.) , IPJ, 

~ ' 1'>5, 752, 75}, 762, 76}, 80}. Nost l1aies betlltt:n 821 and 890, 900 , 921 , 924, 
925, 9)6, 9:l8, 91,0, 91.2, 91u, 91/,, 951, 965, 967, 968, 996. CEltl: l8J . s .. lasuu 
betwttn 801 and 8)2. Alao No,. 9)5 , 95}, 9~ , 956, 175, 980, 984: 985 , 989, 990, 992, 

99J, 998. POPULARS: 18J, 190, JIO, JBS, }96, 452, 165, 11,6, 474. &ARLT PDINT l'Q'UURS: 

Nos. 12, 1.}7"1E':'1l1, 58. 

~' ' EXCEl.SIOfl Hl'.lBt,' ~ . . ~. §Lit.REY. 

WAN1f>~~~)'l~~:°::~ · 8. B. C. Require mnall QU&ntltlta Old Boys Book&. Condition 

NORtwf PRACl£U., J.l .. !!Ai.!l'.-, LIVERPOOL, 7• 

WAHTID: Ma&,ntta (193'>-19.)5), Geu , Hodtm Boys , Bullaeyu , Chall::;llona, Tbrllltra (all 

~ 9b0) . Write wtt.h particular• or price etc. to:-

a:1 r, RUDD, w1 Hiu.cREST 8TIU1'T'. wmr VANcoon:R. !RJTISH ca.J.11BU, CAHtPe· 



Page 6 

BLA KI AN A 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

271 Archdale Road1 East Dulwich 1 London , S .E.22 

I N AND AROUND BAKER STREET (3) By Walter Webb 

The SEXTON BLAKE auth or and the GAIETY gi rl 

They were evenings of enchantment, th ose spent a t the old Gaiety 
'rhea tre, in the days when London's streets were paved with the golden 
glow of its gas - lamps, when the shrill tr eble of the newsboys mingled 
with the deep bass of the hawkers , as they plied their wares t o an 
orches t ra of whirring wheels, sharp , staccato beat of horses ' hoofs, 
and the tinkling of bicycle bells; when Sherlock Holmes, by courtesy 
of Mr. Arthur Conan Doyle , was i n residence at 221b Baker Street , well 
11done for" in his leisure moments by Mrs. Hudson, and ably assisted by 
the indefatigab le Dr . Wat son in his more active ones ; when a young 
de tective named Blake , - Sexton Blake - with rooms i n t he Strand, was 
observing with keen interest the many successes of the world- renowned 
Baker St reet sleuth , in whose foots te ps he was determined to fo l low . 

The Gaiety was a happy rendez vous for some of the Harmsworth 
editors, authors , and arti s ts, the centre of attraction at that time 
being a di minutive artiste named Ellen Farren , undisputed Queen of the 
Theatre, whose popularity amounted almost to that fanati cal pitch of 
adoration which is accorded the Beatles today. She was a member of 
a team of burlesquers , known as the Great Quartet , the others being 
Edward Terry , E. W. Royce , and Catherine Candelin, who performed under 
the name of Kate Vaughan. Their act was bang up to the minute, and 
it was sai d tha t if you went to the Gaiety the purchasing of an even ­
in g paper was quite unnecessary, for the quart et gave all the news 
from the s t age in a far wittier way than any newspaper could have 
printed i t . Nor did they need script writers - t hey wrote all their 
own gag s , and, as a team, they were supreme. The dancing of Royce 
and Kate Vaughan was overwhelming ly popular , and they were encouraged 
again and again . She exploit ed f emininity and the mystery of the 
petticoat but never gave her audiences too much - she knew the value 
of leaving their appetites unsatisfied . 

Whils t they remained as a team the Gaiety played to capacity 
houses , but time eventually caused the inevitable break-u p . Ellen 
Farren , a cricket l over and possessor of a French poodle, named Ally 
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Sloper, became crippled by rheumatism by, i t was said , dabbing wate r 
on her t igh t s to make them tighter s till ; Royce ' s health failed, and 
Terry and Kate Vaughan went their diffe r ent ways, She became a well­
known figure in pantomime , and he bought a theatre . On its stage 
they at t empted to revive the triump hs of their old Gaiety burlesques ; 
but it was too late , their time was pa.st as was their magic , and th e 

result of that excursion into a dead theme ended in dismal f ailure. 
But wi. th the Pinero play , 11Sweet La.vend.er" it was a differen t story , 
and played to full houses . The cast was comprised of West End ac t ors 
and actresses , but when Terry went on his long provincial tours Kat e 
Vaughan accompanied him, as did a r::ew recruit, whose name every old 
boys ' book enthusiast will remember - Arthur Steffe ns Hardy . 

Of Polish origin , Hardy vas born in 1874 , and appeared a t the 
Br ighton Theatre Royal - or it may have been the Grand - wit h Kate 
Vaughan, who, her dancing days behind her, had developed into an ex ­
cellent straight actress , Like Hardy , she was of mixed blo od , and 
her origin was uncertain , but from photographs publ ished during her 
Gaiety days , _ one got the impression that she was of Polish ex tr action 
t oo . Certainly , her love for music and dancing could have been in -
herited f rom that nation , which , to a man and to a woman, is obsessed 
with the desire to sing , dance , and make music. 

In the Pi nero pl ay Hardy played the role of Clement Hale , a name 
he was to use as a pseudonym in his boys ' stories some few years hence. 
In tho se days he was a very smart, good-l oold..ng young man, and was to 
be observed many times swimming in the sea off Brighton Pier . Having 
the urge to write as well as act , he was prompted to answer the Harms­
worth call for authors to help them maintain the flow of their increas ­
ing fl ood of publications , "'1ich were proving so popular that an 
embarrassing shortage of re ally good contributors was making its elf 
felt. His firs t s tory, a "short" for the Boys ' Friend , was published 
in 1897, under the t itle of "Flash Jim . " 

An unhappy year this for Kate Vaughan , Her marriage was dis ­
solved - her husband was a descenden t of the Duke of Welli ngton and he 
wrote one or two books - and , al though she made a brief return to her 
former triumphs on the occasion of a mammoth variety show which was put 
on at the Gaiety for Ellen Farren's Benefit , her star was dimmed, and 
was soon to be ext i nguished al together . For seve r al more months her 
name and that of Hardy appeared on the bills advertis i ng the comedies 
they played in together , and then Kate Vaughan sailed to South Africa , 
from where she was destined never to return, for, following a perfo r­
mance at the local Gaiety Theatre in Johanne sburg , she died prematurely 
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At the same time Hardy left the theatre to t ake up a f ul l - time 
career with the Harmsworths, and a col l eague recalls him in tho se days 
as being a tall , good- looking , and debonaire young man, keenly inter ­
es t ed i n boxi ng , racing , foo t ball , cr icket - and, in fact , near ly every 
f orm of spor t. He would dress in smartly cut tweed sui t s , of a r ather 
pronounced chec k design , wore his bowle r hat at a raki sh angle , and 
smoked large cigar s . I ncidentally , he had Sext on Blake smoking 
cigars t oo , so this i s one example , at least , of an author endowing 
the detective with his own particular smoking habits , as sugges ted in 
an earlier article . 

Hardy was a geni al companion , whose deli ght was on a Fr i day 
night when, afte r picking up a f a t cheque from the office , he would 
go off wi th one of his cronies to the Tlfest End for a sla p-up dinner 
follo wed by a bottl e of that which cheers, and then repa i r, large 
cigar i n mouth, to the National Sporting Club , or to some other spo r t ­
ing venue, where there was a figh t to be witnessed . No editor con­
si dered him a great writer , and i f so me found him a bit of a mystery, 
all acclaimed his dependability to have his instalments ready for the 
printers on time . Tiell - read, hard-work ing , and devo ted to music , 
Hardy was at all times impeccabl y mannered. 

His story , 0The Touring Company Crime , " which appeared in the 
S. B. L, in September, 1935 , and was his last for the Li brary , may have 
been sugges ted to him on rec alling his earlier days, when he used to 
tour with a the a tric al company, accompanied by that darling of the 
footlights , Kat e Vaughan. By thi s time , Hardy had struck a bad pat ch , 
and, like other surviving member s of th e old Ha..rmsworth brigade , was 
fi nding great diffi culty i n selling his work . His name appeared i n 
the Blake paper s for the last tim e in 1936, as t he auth or of a short 
serial in DETECTIVE \ti'EEKLY, ent itled "Marked Down:" 

1898-1936 . This t otal of 38 years t o which Arthur Steffens Hardy 
can proudly lay claim as contribu t or , is a record unsurpassed in the 
whole history of the Bl ake papers . 

An Amazing Coi ncidence : (?) 
There have been arti cles i n pa.st C.D. 's citing ce rt ain co in ci ­

dences ; but t he B.B.C. plays by Anthony Skene , Anthony Jul ian Skene, 
and Anthony Juan Skene - to give hi m the three names by which r efer ­
ence has been made - beats everything else int o the pr overbia l cocked 
hat : 

Mr. Skene, t he Sext on Blake writer , who, in ac tual fact , is Mr. 
George Norman Philips, has denied that he was t he author of th e plays 
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r eferred to , c laiming t hat the B.B.C. writer must have fi lched hi s pen­
name, and then , finding out that he - the original Anthony Skene - was 
stil l alive and kicking , decided to insert a middle name, henc e t he 
addi t ional "Juan" and "Julian . 11 

However, having previously admitted to making a mistake ove r the 
two Skenes , I am now not nearly so sure t hat I did , and suspec t t ha t 
the ori ginal Anthony has been gently pulling the leg of one , if not 
two, of the Sexton Blake Circle men;.bers. 

Three ques tio ns r emain to be answered : ( 1) . llhy after discove r­
ing that Mr. Skene was "s till al ive and kicking , 11 did the B.B.C . 
writer continue to use the name of "Anthony Skene " minus the appending 
"Juan" or "Julian , "? (2) . Why use the pen- name in the first place ? 
'With all due r espec t to Mr. Philips , he was almost unknown outside his 
Blake and THRI LLER stories , so there was no sugges t ion of another 
writer basking in his reflected glory , so to speak . (3) . The most 
vital question of all : At 3 o ' cl ock on Wednesday , 7th February , 1962, 
a play was hear d on the B.B . C. Home Service . I t was entitled "The 
Reference , 11 and deal t wi t h the eff orts of a gir l to obtain a post as 
matron at a boys ' school. And t he name of the author? None other 
than G. NOIDWI PHILIPS! 

One might feel pro mpted to ask yet anot her question : Why hasn't 
the name of Anthony Skene , with or without the appended "Juan , " or 
ttJul i an , " appeared as script-w rite r for the B.B.C. since those co n­
tr oversial C, D. articles some three years ago? 

To conclude - an interesting observation : One or two of the 
B.B.C . plays have been written by a man named Dudley Roys . This name 
will mean nothing at all to most collec t ors ; but he happens to have 
been the author of two s tories which appeared in THE THRILLER in 1930 , 
entitled , "Certain Death , " and "False Faces , 11 t he issue numbers , for 
anybody who might be inte r es t ed , being Nos. 70 and 79 . 

Dare I say it? - that t his is the same Dudl ey Boys of the early 
THRILLER days - or will I be chided for jumping to r ash conclusions 
again? Two writer s , each us i ng the pen- name of ''Anthony Skene ; 11 

two writers , each named G. Norman Philips . Coincidence surely canno t 
be carried to t he extent that there are two diffe rent writer s named 
Dudley Boys as well ' ' ' 

(c ontinued) 

THE LATE ANDREW MURRAY 

(For t he following information I an. indebted to Mrs . Joan Farrell , nee 
Murray . J .P. ) 

ANDREW NICHOLAS MURRAY was botn on 13 .Jrumru:x 1879 at Isl av 
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Argyll. His father was the local G. P. His parents died when he 
was six tee n . He then came to l<>ndon, doing various jobs until he 
jo i ned the Scots Guards and fought in the South African War . He 
wrote for t he 11.Army Graphic 11 and was Poe t Laureate for the Brigade of 
Guards Gazette . He bought himself out and joined th e Amalgamated 
Pre ss , for whom he wrote prolifically un til his dea th in 1929 . Mrs . 
Andrew Murray is still alive - aged 86 : 

The following extr acts from Mrs. Farrell 's le tter s are reproduced. 
·,ri th her permission . 

. . . . . My parents were separated , so I did not really 'know' my fathe r; 
but as my mother gets older she dwells more in the past and t ells me 
things about my father .• ... 
. . . . . During the t hree years of my father ' s illness in Bethlehem 
Hospi t al she visited him constantly - and then buried him . His 
fri ends vanished - but t hat ' s the way of the world , sur rounded when 
you are on top and dese rted when you fall. . . .. 
• • • • • My father ' s gift has not been passed on to my children (perhaps 
my grandchild ren ) . This has been a great disappointmen t to their 
Granny , but nature does things like thi s ....• 

By the time the above appears in pr int I hope to have met both 
Mrs . Murray and Mrs. Farrell , in which event I will tell you about it 
in the next i ssue . 

JOSIE PACKMAN 

***It*** 
SEXTON BLAKE - '"1THOUT THE SEX 

(Reprinted from DAILY MIRROR 19. 12.1964 . ) 

Here is an announcement to thrill and delight boys from seven to 
seventy : 

Sexton Blake , veteran priva te eye , who went in to semi-r eti rement 
two years ago , will ride again . 

The return of Sexton Blake , in half - a- crown paperback version , 
is destined for February 5, next year . 

Then, from offices in High Holborn, London, Mayflower Books will 
present "Murderer At Large" with Sexton , aided by his stun=t; faithful 
assistant , Tinker , stalking the murderer . 

What a smile of bliss and joy crossed my old uncle's face when I 



Page 11 

gave him the news . 
He remembers Blake of the 1890's. A poor man' s Sherlock Holmes . 

An eagle - nosed , gentlemanly figure in silk dress ing gown bes id e crack­
l in g fire in a Baker- stree t fla t eating buttered crumpets and solvina: 
cr i mes most dastardly . 

He remembers Blake of the Twenties showing lively i nterest in 
damsels in diaphanous nigh t ies. 

He recalls Blak e of the Thirties and Fortie s . More serious now. 
His responsibl e old self agai n . Courti ng danger fo r King and country 
rather than the ladies . 

He's a bit sad about Blak e of the Fifties and early Sixtie s, 
For then Blake was revamped. He ~,as moved from Baker Stree t to a 
c hromium-pla ted office in Berkeley Squar e and acquired a leggy , blonde 
secretary , Paula Dane . 

Uncle went off Blake a bit then . Sexto n Blake was too sexy by 
half . 

The then publishers of Blake ' s daring deeds got wind of my 
uncle ' s disenchantment . Readership started slacking off... Sexton 
Blake , it was decided must be retired . 

Thi s was done in 1963 by leaving Blake and the provocative Paula 
lying on golden sands in Honolulu and idly wondering whether t hey 
sbould marry . 

Mayflower Books are having none of i t . Sexton ' s their boy now, 
NOT married to Paul a, for al l her ~.,nnning ways , NOT retiring from 
deeds mos t daring . 

The man mainly responsible for urging Blake out of his retirement 
is a quietly- spoken Irishman of 38 , Bill Howard Baker , one of hun­
dreds of writer s who have document ed Blake 1 s adventures . 

He said : "The new Blake rill be a compromise between the solid , 
sturdy character of Baker-street and the streamlined character of 
Berkeley Square . 

"Tinker will be a smoother veLsion of his old guttersnipe self . 
And Paula , t he f a t eful Paula , won' t figure half as much in Blake ' s 
life . 11 

11Nail him down in a cr ate and throw him off t he bridge at West ­
minster and whil e you are still dus ting your hands and saying , ' That' s 
that , 1 you' ll feel his automat ic i:1 your back . " 

Blake , out of retirement , is just that. 

URGENTLY llANTED: Good copy of Gem 493 , 25/ - offered . 

ERIC FAYNE, c/ o Collectors' Diges t Office . 
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" HOOL IGA N " 

By L, M, Minty 

(EDITORIAL NOTE: The following i s actua ll y part of a letter sent to 
us by Mr. Minty. lie are unable to help him concern i ng his main 
ques t ion . 11Nuggets 11 was a periodic al published by James Henderson, 
and ran f rom 1892 t i ll 1906 . lie find of intriSUin8 interest the 
r efer ence to the expression "Schneider , how you vas !" I t appeared 
often i n the early blue Gem. Most of us read those Gem.s long after 
they were ori ginally publ ished , so the expression was not familiar to 
us . It is astonishing to catch up with it af t er all these years . ) 

The word "hool igan " came i nto common use about 1890 but was not 
accepted by di ctionaries until about 1902. It appears in t he index 
of t he Solicito r s • Journal for t he firs t time in 1902 . Articles were 
then appeari ng in various le gal journals about the prevalence of 
11Hooliganism . 11 The explana t ion then given for the increasing a.mount 
of 11hooliganism 11 was that during t he recent Boer 'War so many men had 
been serving i n the forces tha t many child r en had been bereft of 
paternal discipline. For want of any bet t er explanation the same 
was given after World liar s 1 and 2 , Since then the word has been 
accepted in modifie d forms into near l y every known language . In 
Soviet Russia i t is spelt 11Ghoulighan." But nobody is now abl e t o 
give a c l ear accoun t of the origin of the word . I n the artic l e on 
"hooli gan " the British titl<.Jclopaedia , 11th F.dition , 1910 , says "It 
seems to have been first applied to t he young street ruffians of th e 
South Eas t of London about 1890 and though popular in t he district , 
did not att ract general attention till late r when au the nti c informa ­
tion of i t s origin was lost , but it appears that the most probable 
source was a comic song which was popula r in th e lower class music 
halls in the late OO' s or early 90 ' s which described the doings of a 
rowdy family named Hooligan (i.e . Irish Boulilon). A comic charac ­
t er with t he same name also appears to have been th e central figure 
in a seri es of adventures running thro ugh an obscure English comic 
paper of about the same date and also in a simi lar New Y9rk paper 
where his confrere in the adventures is a German 'named Schneider . 
The comic character appeared in a seria l strip cartoon in a boys ' 
paper "Nuggets" published fro m Red Lion Street . I remember as a boy, 
about 1902 , buying copies of Nuggets but I have no recollection of 
this comic character Hooligan . I vaguely remember Schne ider who was 
an American German tailor. It gave rise to a silly catchwo rd 11Hullo 
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Sclmeider" to which the per son gree t ed was suppose d to answer 
''Sclmeider, how you vas . 11 Another expl anation I have heard is that 
there was a rowdy family of the name of Hulligan who lived i n Peckham . 
They were c ontinually in the local police courts charged wi th var ious 
assaults and wilful damage to property and thus similar conduc t was 
fir st known as 11hull iganism . " The edi tor of Nuggets cashed in on 
their notoriety by prod uci ng this comic strip in Nuggets bu t t o avoid 
the possibility of being sue d for libe l called his hero "Hooligan . " 
A t eam of Jmockabout acroba ts toure d the Music Halls with a ske t ch 
called "the Hooligans " in which they threw each othe r about and fell 
off ladders etc . A s i mil ar ske t ch "Casey Court" in t ime took their 
place . I remembei-"Casey Court" very wel l. It represented a back­
yard in a slum dwelling and a tro upe of ac robats tumbled off the roof 
and out of windows . But I have no distinct recollec t ion of the 
Hooligan tro upe . 

R E V I E ll THE SAINT MAGAZINE FOR 1965 Pri ce 3/ - Monthly 

Reader s who enjoy the r e search articles by \I . 0. G. Lofts , may be 
interested to know th a t commencing with the FEBRUARY issue of THE 
SAINT MAGAZINE, Mr. Lof t s has a f ull l engt h ar t icle ent itled THE SAINT 
AT FLEE:TllAY giving the whole history of THE SAINT from the THRILLER 
days up to the pre sent, as well a s a pot ted biography of his crea tor 
Leslie Charteris . Lat er on in the year , there will be ano ther full 
length article with illus t rations , plus it is hoped a story , on our 
own SEXTON BLAKE. Towards the end of the yeru: , Bill (giving his own 
research es ) will also have published the histo r ies of DICK TURPIN, 
ROBIN HOOD, and S11EENEY TODD - which have direct c onnections wi t h our 
Hobby. The U. S.A. edition of thi s magazine sold in Austr alia , New 
Zealand , Canada, will have these articles probably two months earlier. 

FOR SALE: Sexton Blake Lib raries (final series) 133, 157, 177 , 178, 
179,100, 182, 189, 191, 192, 193 , 197, 198, 201, 202, 210, 213, 215, 
216, 219, 27/ , 237, 238, 244, 246, 247, 249, 251, 253, 254 , 256, 258, 
w . ~ . ~ . ~ . & . ffl. ~ . 77~m. m . m . m . m . m . 
779, 281, 282, 284, 285, 290, 297, 305, 308, 311, 321, 329, 330, 
£3 th e l ot (plus post and packing) or would be so ld se par a tely. 

ERIC FAYNE, "EXCELSIOR HOUSE, " ~ ·, SURBITON, SURREY 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
February 1914: 

The Cerc".ans have announced a blockade or Britain , and the neut r al countr i es have 
been t old that tr th eir sh ip s br i ng supplies to Brlta t n , t hey wil l be s unk at sight . 
Wh4chtekl In retaliatio n the Brtttsh Navy has s ei zed a ship ca lled the 'Wilhe l mina ,• 
carl"')' l ng supplies r rom t he U.S.A. to Germany, and the shtp has been taken tnto Falmoutt: , 
The Ameri cans are cross about t his. What larks ~ 

The Flr e rlY has now become a comic paper , Sld it ls very PJd:t Uke tbe Butterfly . 
1 lik e It very l!llch . There are grana sto ri es about Abel Daunt , the dete ctive, and the 
comi c pic tures coai>rlse Gr abbem anc1 Pi nch ( the comical coppers); Erb and .Ur , a coupl e 
or tramps; Gtlbert, the Fil bert; and Tl moth.Y Touchwood. The Flr e tly ts only a halr­
penny, so I hope to be ab le t o at ford It sometime s . 

Near t he end or the ron t h Doug had t he Union J ack, Which conta ined a Sexton Blake 
story ent itl ed •Th e Connlston Dlaioonds.• I r ead the tale which was about Baron 
Beaureron and the CoWlc11 or Cleven and wa::; fai rl y exctt.lng though a b t t mtxed up. 
Tl'le di amonds were stolen i n Devonshir e at a ten-day house party , 

t ar ly tn the tal e . Blake boarded a t r a i n at Waterloo , haYlng r es erved a carr i age 
ror htmselt. ni.a t seeoed very extr avagant ... but pertiaps the author meant a r eserved 
•compartment .• though even that was extra vagan t . 1be train went through Taunt on to 
t xet er, Where Blak e changed , and boarded a t ra in tor Btdeford M'lere the hous e party was 
t.O be . 

Doug sai d l t was sllly , as a qn t rav~lling fro m Waterloo would not go th r ough 
Taunto n. He said a man goi ng to Btde t ord woul d go on t he Great wes t ern fro m Paddington , 
and not on the South Western from Water loo. Doug may be right . He Is nearly as 
cle ver as he thinks he t s . 

Ir you send 6d to the editor or the Ur.Ion J ack he wi ll send you a handsome l ucky 
horse shoe to send to the boys at the fr ont . 1be editor says he haS alread)' distributed 
over two hundred t housand hors eshoes. 

There has been a btg rtre t n Parts , and the Houlln Rouge has been ent irely des t roy-
ed. Sarah Bernhardt , the ramous actress , has had her right leg &!JIIUtated. That seems 
terrib le, and I wonder whether she will be ab l e to act wi th only one leg . 

There ts a uarvellous new series or school st.<ries about Rookwood In the Boys' 
f'rtend . The ed i tor says that Owen Conques t, the aut hor , ts very ramous , but I had not. 
heard or him befor e . 

I n t he rtrst story "The Rivals ot Rook'NOod' J t i:.cey Sil ver , a new boy , t ravelled tn 
a train wit h Torrrny Dodd, Tomctf Doyle , and Tolllll)' Cook, who are Moderns, hut as J llll!lY was 
a Class i cal they all had a blt or a fi ght. Ther e were thre e brakes waiting at the 
station t o tak e the boys to Rooktrood, but onl)' a re w coul d trave l by each brake . So 
J lmatV bagged a brake reserved tor Modem prefect s , and drove It himself , passing th e 
other brakes In the lan e bet or e they got to Rookwood. 

The second story was "J 1111Dt( SH vert s Ruse. • The re was a, e lec ti on tor j unior 
eapta tn, aid the Modems were voting t or Dock! Md the Classtca l s ror Srcythe. J t~ •s 
'rot e would r..ake all the dtt fer ence but he kep t t hem all on tenderhooks and d id not let 
them >.now till the finish t.hat he was voting t or Smythe. ttr . Bootles, the t onn-.::aster. 
spoke about •Haster Dodd' and •r.aster Slltft he" which t thought runny. At ~ school we 
are taugh t tliat tt l s bad f or m to g i ve any boy the t itle or •mast er« nonadays . 

I lt ke RookYlood very iruch, and hope to have It every week, Doug says tha t 1t I 
behave lik e a human being Inst ead. of a savage he may buy It r<r me re gularl.y. Jt•s 
nry (Ullkwan:I inde ed. 

We have been to the pictu res qut te a few ttmes this month. We sew Marguer i t e 
Clark In •Wildfl ower;" Elizabeth Risden In •Idol ot Paris; • and Anita Stewart tn a 
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Vltagraph picture ca lled •Two Women. • They "ere quite good, but J d id not care web tor 
•Sixty Tears a Quun• wh1eh was a lo~ plc t.ure about the Ute ot Q.Jeen Vlct.or ta . I t 
seemed U ke history, so I ,raa not amused. or course, I Uk e the KtYstones Ule best. 
lile Victoria picture was In Unemacolor. The serial •Trey 0 1 Hear ts- Is s ti ll going 
strong at one or OUI" ci nemas. 

During rrq halt •t erm holt da,y, Dad took us to a matin ee a t t he Lonoon CoU.s euco, 1'tl.1eh 
ta a variety theatre - a huge place. We SIIJI' a comedian named Charles Austin in a sketch 
•Parter on the Panel ,' 800 we al.so Slll'f Vesta Tll l ey ,mo dresses as a !Mtl , and who smg 
•Jol].y good luck to the girl who lOTea a l'IOldl er.• 

All horse.racing , excep t a t Newmrket and In Ire l and , hu been stopped tor th e dura­
tion or the war. Nother say s It's a good thing , as It 11 wicked to back horses. 

Doug ha.s t he N1t1s or the World every SUOOaY, because l t alwa,ya prints t he won:ls and 
musi c or a song. I am not allowed to read It , but I l ock at 1t When nobody ts about. 
There ta .wi Interesting case about a man named Smlth who seems to have been drowning all 
h t e wtns In baths. He ha1 been arrested tcr doing this, and will be tried later on. 

The Cea has been good t his month. 1 Ht IT Schne ld er' s Secret• was about. a new House­
master , l'lr. Carrington, who wa.a coming tro 11 Melb ourn e ln Aus tralia to replace Mr. RatH.on 
WtlO ha.a Jotned the U"lll)'. However, he was kidnapped on the way by a Oerman spy named 
Franz Goetz, l'ltlo took his plac e as a Houseoa.ster . Herr Schne l der recognized him as a 
spy, antt denoW'ICed h i m. It was a rtn e story, but I t r lnl s hed too QutcklY. t t ought t o 
have been EW&de Into a series or three or r our . 

•The Rlnl Patriots" told how the School House and the New House each tried t o raise 
roney to help one ot t he war fun ds . 

In •The Secret or th e Towers,• Cousin £thel's broth er, captain Clnela'ld. , was wounde 
In the war, and took an old house called •The Towers" t n which to get better. He Inv it e-
To• Herry & Co there tor a house party , but lffien they arrl ved they tound that Captain 
Clev eland ha:I disap peared . He had been klc2napped by a German spy . HarrY H8.c:111ond 
pl ayed a big part tn Chis story . 

The tut tale ot the month, •ni e Prid e ot St. J t 11• s ,• told or a v i sit to Wayland or 
ChunguD1' s Circus . Figgi ns st&JTed In this one. 

On the 21st there wa.s an a ir raid on Ess ex , and borrbs were dropped on Colchester, 
Bra intre e , and Coggeshall, but nobody was. hurt. It makes th e war seem near "'1.en that 
sort or thtng happens. 

The Hagnet bu been quite good, though I don•t lik e the serial ~artlng at 11\e 
begtmlng or the paper. 'The Schoolboy Auct ioneer' was about f lSher T. f tsh who bought 
up a lot or things and sold them by auct ion. I n 'Bunter the Blade" ttr . BWlter made a 
l ucky deal on the Stock Exchange. and sent Bunter .i:20. He spent It all tryi ng to be a 
gay dog. 

•The La.st Pltmge' was good . A Genzan named Falke, who was the prtYate secretary or 
Johnny Bull's uncle, wanted Johnny disgraced so that he "ould not. be his uncle ' s heir. 
Falk e blaclcuHed Smith y to try to di sgrace JoMny , but SmlthY dld the r i ght thing In th e 
end. 

In • captured at Last,• Johnny Bull was persuaded to go to .Austral i a with his uncle, 
bu t before he lett Greytrtars he suggested that SQultr should bec(Jllf the CUth member or 
the Faoous fin. I expect that JMM.Y Bull will come back one day , though he may not . 

The ed itor or the 11agnet says that a read er hu suggested that the edito r or such an 
Important group of papers should han his photograph a t the top or his Chat Page, and ht 
asks hi s reac1,r1 wheth er they would ltke him to put It there. 1 IIY'&elt would rather 
ha.Te a plcw.re or Frank Richards. 

The Cire;yt rlara a torl es are goi ng on tn the Dreadnough t. I had one this aionth. It 
fl'BS about a fo re i gn AcadeGIY which opened near Cireyrr t ar s, and &JDOr,. the pupils were 
Hurre e Stngh, RoCCIIBll ffll.o fl'&S a Cien:1111, and Neunt er "10 t s a Prench boy. It seems runny 
to Clnd Rurree Singh at any otber school but Gre1Crl&rs. 
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'Jo . 84 • 'l'PE CHARr,: or ROCK't,'OCD 

C"jfty yea r s ago this mvr.t h , the fir . . let·s be Cool 
Rockwood s t.ory app~are1 on t he bocks to. 
It Wl:iS a di r ect r Psul t of the war . 
the r e been no 1rosr it ls l ikely that 
there would have teer. no Rookwcoc!. 

Ae staffs wer e depleted at the 
Jutalgrur.a.te d Press , the r e was cm.:.cl: 
telescopi ng in edi torial direction . 
The mediun. for the preser. t a t ior.. of 
Roolo•ood was the Boyft I Fri end , wh.i 
ho.d cou:.e u.r.der t he editorship of 
Herbert Hfr1ton . Hinton i nt r oduced 
Rookwood t o t he Fr; end , though t he 
Rookwood ta l es had been runnif' g for 
seve r al weeks befo r e t he change of 
editor was announced . 

The Boyft I Friend was a lr etdy ;, · 
old paper wr.en Rookwood br ought it 
new leas e of l i f e . I t had starte n 
in Janua r y 1895 as a halfpenny pa r e, 
being pr omoted to t he penny pape r 
class in 1901 . I t had seen over 
70C issues when "The Ri vals of 
Rookwood11 appea r ed . 

A series of th e Rookwood type 
was so meth i ng er.t i r ely new fo r the 
Frie r,d whicl: had al ways been t he 
mediuzr. f or adver.ture serials . 
Fa ir l y obviously , it was Hinton ' s 
hope to swing to the Boy$' Fri end 
so!'Jje of the r.ighty rllE..1er stip of 
the Gem and the Magre t , It seerr.s 
probable that he was croc.erately 
succ €ssful in this , but the pocke t -
1:1or.ey of juvenil e s was painfully 
limited in 1915. To h.i..y r egul ar : 
an addi t i or.al per:ny pape r was ql...i t · 
an under'.a.king - i n me.ny cases , !:.1 

impossitility . It. is , of course , 
rossible t hat the slippiog of the 
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Gem' s circi..:lat ior: , wt·ich seems to have started about 
th i::; time , was due to a trr.riefer of allegiance from 
"t. Jiin ' s to Rook'l.·ood. 

· 0oh:ood has arj w.deniable cf.a1~ , but there i s 
soa:.ethin g of a paradox at.01;.t it . To- day , 
:lock,,iood would almo!lt sur ely come third to 
] r eyf riar s and St . Jim 1 s ir , a potulari ty 
poll of t he great Hamil ton schocls . Yet , 
t}1ough so me rro f ess to dislike Greyfriars 
·.1..11d tc.6.l')Y are luke - 1,.-ant aLout St . Jim ' s , 
·:i}mcet all seem to have a vecy soft spot 
:'er Rockwood. 

Just where does th e c harm of Rookwood 
li e? ln evitat.ly , I think , it lies in the 
or i ginali t.y of so nn;ch of it s material. A 
l.:?.r ge nwrte r of Hamiltonian plo t s first sew 
light of dey ot Rockwood, and some of the m 
r•,aain pec\Oliar to Rookwood to thi s day . 

It would , probably , be idle t o suggest 
that Rockwood' s popularity ever equalled 
tliB.t of Greyf r ie.r s or St . Jim ' s . I n 1923 , 
Jimm.Y Silver and Co went to the Wild West 
ir. a se r ies wbich lasted 30 weeks . It was 
touch and go whether Rcolo;oOC. would not be 
en t irely ab andor:ed . Tha t does not sugges t 
an overwtelm.ing call fo r stories of Rookwood 
Sc:.col. I t is hard to believe that the 
readers of the Magnet or t he Gem would hav e 
to l er ated such a sweepin g cr.ar ige for Grey ­
friars or St . Jim ' s . 

The cea r f.:!!.:. t arp ro ach w&E t he Hollywooc. 
s er ies in t he M&gnet, but that or.ly la e ted 
for 16 weeks, the plot was continuous , and 
the e·.;er.tual rPturn to Greyfriars apparent. 
Bt.l Ji_m.,1}/ Si h· er ir. the Wild Wes t comi;rised 
~ large rum! er of s tori es whict: wer e onl y 
link~d ty se t tin,· a,:.-1 et.a r acte r s . 

M~lliiM -. . ... _.:. .:a 

Arid, of cc,11rst::, the luf"t Rockwood s tory 
·1p;.;e:Ar od in the Be:.-~:' Frie i:1 in th e Sprin g 
of 19,~ . 

Rr,c,kwoor!, ros~ibly , w1::- rE11er i·;rtic1.,: l<::trly 
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strong on characterisation. I t relied more upon its plots and the 
way its story was tol d. Characterisation i s markedly absen t i n the 
Rookwood of 1915 , and , in fact , it matt ered but little . Jimmy Sil ­
ver was a hackneyed type of new boy I and I think readers must have 
loved him fo r his shee r normality . 

In readint those early Rookwood t ales now, one is s truck by the r eal 
verve , t he ebulli ence , of the writing . By 1915 , Greyfriars seems to 
show signs of a kind of tiredness . St. Jim ' s was offering too much 
heavy mater i al. But a t Rookwood the writer see med to have found 
aga i n the real joy of writing which had carried the Gem and the 
Magnet on the crest of the wave a year or two ear lier . 

Rookwood, with its Classi cal and Modern sides , seemed to owe 
more to St. Jim ' s than to Greyfriars . And the fact that Macdonald 
illust r ated the early Rookwood tales streng t hened the kinship . 

\le learned things about t he school which seem to have been los t 
late r. The Modern Side was much larger than the Classica l. The 
Moderns wore re d caps and the Classicals blue . Points which were 
soon forgotten . 

The first three or four t ales told of the 11settling-in 11 of Jimmy 
Silver , his feud with Lovell , his rescue of Lovell from a waterlogged 
pit , and finally of how the Fistical Three became the Fistical Four . 

Then came a barring-out s erie s . It would be easy to assume 
that the Hamil ton-Hinton idea was "When in doubt , stage a barring-. 
out ~" It would be a false assumpt ion , for , once again , Rookwood was 
first in the field . This was the first Hamilton barr ing - out series . 

True , Bob Cherry had put on his famous barring-ou t in t he Magnet 
several yea r s before , but that had been a minor affair , over in a 
few chapte rs . 

The Rookwood bsrring-out was painfully contrived and fsr too 
precipitate . The Head had gone to a nursing-home with a chill. 4 
The Classical masters were all down with flu . Mr. Bootles is 
familiar to us , but the others sound strani,e - Mr. \lickett , the maste r 
of t he Fifth; Mr. Tutt ; Mr. Raynor. Mr. Greely, that chanting chunk 
of characterisa tion , was still far distan t. 

The Classicals came Wlder the supervision of Mr. Manders and t he 
Modern prefects - and the resu l tant barring-out was held in Sergean t 
Kettle's tuck-shop . 

Rookwood was a sl ack school so far as the juniors went - a new 
theme then , though it became familiar later . It is slightly remini ­
scen t of Highcl iffe in "The Boy Without a Name, 11 published the 
previous month. The junior captain was Smythe, and , in the early 
talP.~ he nicked up a licking from Greyf riars at soccer and t hen at 
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cricket. With the pass i ng of t i me , the energe tic Jimmy became 
skipper , and his team then wal ked over St . J im' s a t crick et . Did no­
body really come t o t he c onclusion t hat all three schools had a common 
creator? 

A worth - while se r i es - not unlike t he Kildare - Montei th sto r ies of 
the blue Gem - told of the rivalry between Bulkeley and Knowles , 

Pankl ey and th e "Bagsho t Bounders " featured in quit e a number of 
amusing t ales of schoo l riv alry , thi s time reminding us of the blue 
Gem rivalry with the Gra.mrtiar School , though there was a pleas ant 
freshne ss about the Bagshot boys . 

Herr Kinkel , the Rookwood German master , was the centre of a few 
r a th er uninspired little s tor ies . 

By l ate summer, when Rookvood was f irmly established , there 
ar r ived the fir s t newcomer who was to remain permane ntl y i n the cast . 
He was Dick Os wald , who was recognized by Smythe as havi ng been 
expelled from a schoo l in t he nor th . I t turned ou t t hat Oswald had 
been shielding the son of the nort hern school 1 s headmaster . A for e-
ta ste of the Carboy ser i es in th e Magne t , maybe, t hough l acking th e 
deligh t fu l humour of that s uperb se r ies . 

There was, of course , somethi ng diffe re nt abou t Rookwood in t hose 
good old days. For one t hing , there was no fat boy . Tubby Muffin 
had not yet oome on the scene - or , if he was th er e , he had not be en 
featured . And characterisation was waiting in the wings until such 
time as Mornington should appear . 

Maybe Rookwood was somethi ng of a form of relaxation for Charles 
Hamilton . He seems to have cltu1.g to Rookwood at times when he was 
neglec t ing Greyfriars and St . Jim ' s . There were, by comparis on , ve ry 
few substitute stories of Rookwood, and t hat makes it easier to r evielo.' 
the Rookwood s tories as one saga , 

What was t he reaction of Boys ' Friend reade r s , accus tomed t o 
s t ories of adventure , to the t ales of Rookwood school ? And how many 
r eade r s of the Gem and the Magnet took the new school to their heart s 
and part ed with t he additional penny per week? 

We don •t kn ow! I s t here , among Col lectors ' Digest readers , M3 -
one who can go back as f ar as that , a nd put us wise? 

And who was your f avour ite charac t er a t Rookwool? I thi nk th a t 
I myself would plump fo r Clarence Cuffy who was featured far to o 
seldom . 

CONTROVIBSIAL ECHOES 
No. 82 , nu: HOLIDAY .ANNUAL f'OR CHRISTMAS 
RCX:ER J OOUIS: I agr ee wl t h you that the earli er Holiday Annuals were bet ter than the 
la ter Ones, but I shOul el not agree that t he l ater aM uals had rewer new stories 
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spectallY writ.ten by Charles Hunt.on. According to su r ecords, •cua ay1 s Latest Stunt• 
( 19}0) , '811).y Bunter' a Booby Trap' (1935) , 'The Ounce of Creytrlar .. ( 1936), •Mr. 
RatclUC has 11 Buay D8Y4 (1937), •Jack Orakt •s CaJ)turf!II (19'3) , •They Called Htm a fwt.k• 
( 19.'9), and 'The Case of the Beak'• Black f:Y"e9 (1940) are all genuine Hmllton s tories 
ftl.lch had never before been printed. Very often It waa aetua l ].y stated that t.he at.or l ta 
"ere aptclall¥ written ror tht Hol1dl)" J.nnual , and thls was al,.aya tru e , 1r so stated . 

The last Holiday Annual was dated 1941 , undoubtedly pr i nted In the Spring or 1940, 
or earlie r , tor publicat i on tn Septentler, 1940. It Is curl oua to th ink that the Holld&¥ 
i MUal aurYh'ed the Gem, the Magnet , and the Schoolboys' Own Library. 

You are rl&ht In autng that the Holiday Annual s tor1e.s often due rved :reprtnt t ng. 
1 can modestly claim to have been lnatn.uoental In getting one Npr l nted. Charl es 
Hamllton was look ing ror a short atol')' or hls to be published ln an anthology ot school 
st.orles , and could not rlnd one .!tl.ort enough. I suggested •BU lY Bunter t .s Booby Trap,• 
and (wtlen the A.P. agreed} the stocy duly sa,, the light or day a second time , but I 
think this was the only one which was accorded th l s honour . 

JQiN TROVEl.L: In the da.ys or carefree youth, the Holiday AMual ,cas undoubted l.Y a IDOBt 
welcome It.em to the Christmas stocking, the only fear being that parental f unds "o uld be 
tnsufttclent tor Its Inclusion , and It ,i:as wtth deltght and relter that the gleaming 
yell ow cover appeared rrom lts 1'frapptng, aid one could again revel In th e magical 
school and adVenture stories contained Ins i de. 

The Inclusion or the Rookwood stories was one o r the hi ghlights or the Holiday 
Amual, and Uke ~aelt ll8l'IY readers were l ntrod'Jced t o J ll!lll'I Sllver and Co. throu.gh tts 
pages. 

t n yoothtul enttluslasm and tgnor~e substitute or reprinted stories mattered not 
at all, and Uke the Digest Annual t oday It was essent ial to our ~r.joyment to hu e The 
Holiday Annual tor Chr!stlr.as. 

GEalCE SElLARS: I l i ke the dear old Holiday Annual very 111.lch, and al"ays have done 
since I bought the first one In September 1919. I can remember S&Tlng up iqy coppers 
tor It weeks before It was pul)llShed, and I was a proUd and happy lad Mlen J browsed 
through It and al.most reverently turned the pages wl th great delight. I s ti ll believe 
It was the best or them all . or course t he tt r st 9 H.As . were th e best (better quality 
paper clld mre reading) than the rest ot them, although there were some good ones among 
the thick volwoes. 

GE MS O F H A M I LT ON I A Ho. 16 (New Serles) 

He had saved Reggie . He had saved hls rather. He lei.led heav\l.y against an elin , 
st.arl~ straight before him, se e i ng nothing. From a mlst, as It seemed, his tatheris 
voice CBDe to him. He saw h i s rather . He saw Reggie. He could not speak . Hts rather ~ 
was speak i ng. He did not roll°" the aeanlng or hls words. A strange , wild lncllnatton 
to laugh i.elzed upon him, fie knf'l'I' t hat he was close upon hYst erla t and he f ought to 
keep It d<Wll. Reggie's bi tter voice cai:ie as through a veil . 

•so lt was you - you al l the tliml I Lilght have knOffll thatt So that ' s 1't\y you 
111ere so cut up1 t wondered why - • 

'Silence, Reginald\ llenry , you haVe done Infamous wrong, but you have had the 
courage to speak the truth at last . l shall not for get that. You ,ri ll l eave the school 
with me. You are stil l ey son -• 

There was a rush of te et. Tom tleM")' C8Jl)t racing up , hi s race 'l'l'hlte, his eyes 
bluin g. He caught Hanners by the arm. 

•What's this they •re say i ng, Hanners? What's t his rot - these l(eg?• 
•Hanners trle<l to pull hlu elr together. 
•ttt s t rue , Tom. I did It. 1 had t o Offl upt• 
•Tou•r e lladt • shout ed Tom Merry. •It 1 s not truet It ' s a lie . and you 1 ve told tt, 

tr you•ve oimed up ~ 
•oon •t 1 Toti:l I c&r11 t st wid 111.lCh rrare 1• l'l'htapered Hanner s . •t - I - r eel - U l - • 
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The races , the trees , the old quad seemed to be tl oat ll~ round hi m. He str etched 
out hi s hands blind ly . It NLS hU Chum' s 1trong a.rm tha t caught hi• as he tell. 

THE BI LLY BUNTER GAME By II. 0 . G. Lof t s 

I never fail to be astonished at the memories of collecto r s . 
Many can remember stories , ar ticles , and illustrations of wel l · over 
40 years ago ! Such, I suppose , is the vivid impressions that one had 
in the days of ore's youth. Only last year a member of the Northern 
Club was relating to me about the Greyfriars Cigarette Pictures he 
could remember qui t e- clearly . Only recently, however, in talkifl8 
with a non-collector friend on boyhood memories - he suddenly said 
"Do you remember the Bunter Hwtter ' s go.me. " 

Now I must confess that although by now every topic relating to 
the dear ol d MAGNET has been discussed and written about , I have 
never heard any mention of a Bunter game. 

11Yes11 said my friend , "we cut out the game, and i:ested it on a 
board. We had hours of pleasure in trying to ge t Billy Bunter out 
of a bumping. 11 

My friend's memory was correct . I n MAGNET No. 1 ()5.1 ( 1928) au! in 
t he last but one of Charles Hamilton ' s Crum the Schoolboy Hypnotist 
Series, was the game in the centre pages entitled - THE BUNI'ER 
IIUlll'ER' S - and I should think that this copy of the MAGNET is the 
least existing today - f or many readers may have taken the game out! 

Briefly the game was played as follo ws . Going to the tuckshop , 
the Famous Five discover tha t Bunter has bagged a cake , promising to 
cash a postal order, and come back later and pay for it . Knowing 
.Bunter ' s methods Wharton & Co go in chase. Bunter has ample oppor ­
tunity to dodge about , and elude his pursuers , and if he can outwit 
them, and ge t back without a t least two of them catching him a t the 
same moment - he has won. If not , Bunter loses and ge t s a bumping~ 

The inventor of thi s clever and amusing game was none ot her than 
my old friend , editor of the UNION JACK, Mr . H. II . Twyman - who did 
many oth er cons truct iv e themes for the Companion pape r s and MODERN 
WONDER. Strangely enough, and despite writing two substitute 
Greyfriars sto ries , Twy, unlike Samways, an old school friend , never 
read the MAGNET, or had any inclination to , when a boy . But at least 
his creative Bil ly Bunter Grune, must have given pleasure to a g reat 
many readers . 

* * * ... 
• * . 
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NELSON LEE COLUH" 
CONDUCTEID BY JACK WOOD 

My amendmen ts last mont h to th e Nel so n Lee catalogue have brought 
me a l engthy letter from the compiler Bob Blythe who sugges ts that I 
have made s ome error s which he naturally asks me to correct. 

I had, of course , no i nt ent ion of belittling anything the indus ­
trious predecessor of mine as editor of thi s column had done in hi s 
work on the hist ory of E.S .B. , fo r I have a grea t admir at ion f or the 
service he did in getting the catalogue published afte r many years 
hard work . No offence was intended i n drawing atten t io n to what I 
felt were al.most entirely erro r s of omission r ather than fact , err ors 
due to lack of full information at th e time of compilation . 

The best way, I thi nk, will bo to quote Bob's remarks and t hen 
def end myself . So here goes 

"Page 1 . Why give Andrew Gray as t he author of 1 , 4 and 20? I 
know Andrew Gray is the pen- name of A. C. Murray, but as t he s torie s 
gave no indication of the author 1 s name why al ter the auth or ' s real 
name f or his pse udonym? A. C. Murray should stay as th e autho r : " (I 
agree ; this was a clarificat i on on my part as s everal Murrays were 
author s and this one was best known to readers as Andrew Gray. I 
feel on re- consid eration that perhaps here was a case for printing 
both names rather than jus t the little known real name which means 
nothi ng) . 

"Why give A. S. Hardy as t he author of No. 37 . Agreed th e 
author as gi ven , \II. M. Graydon, is incorrect , but according to Bill 
Loft s payment was made to W. J . Bayfi eld (Allan Blair) . The author 
should be given as Bayfiel d ." (Again I agree with Bob, bu t some ye ars 
ago the late Herbert Leckenby gave the auth or shi p as llard,y , I believe , 
and I had accep ted his au th ority . I think , too , thi s is not the 
fi rs t time there has be en confusion about the sto ri es of Hardy, 
Bayfield and one or two contemporaries . ) 

"Page 19 . You say 2nd N.S. 130 was r eprinted f or S.B .L. 1s t 
Ser ies 21 The Pipe of Peace by Andrew Murray . Whe t her or not t his 
story was R/P for S.B. 21 I don ' t know, but I do know t hat S .B. 21 
was i n fact The Golden Belt s by A, Murray . This aga in is from the 
offi cial lis t s . " (Unfortunately , I caruiot for the moment lay hands on 
my so urce for this one , but I have a f eeling that there was a sub­
t i tle The Pipe of Peace to The Golden Belts , which would make us bot h 
right AnVWAY Pm certain this was the ri ght s. B.L.) 
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"Page 24 . This i s correct, except th at only Gems 1059, 60 and 62 
were included in the S.O .L." (This is the Handforth at St . Jim' s 
series which covered four Gems. I thought the S.O. L. was badly 
disjoin t ed . ) 

"Pages Z7, 30 . This is correc t . Bill Lofts i s giving a complete 
l i st of Brooks and substitute authors and the stories they wrote ." 
(These a re the Boys Realm s t ories , and I await Bill ' s exposure of the 
real truth with interes t - some of the yarns were terrible ~) 

"Page 39. Correct. 11 

"Page s 41/42. I canno t collllIIOnt on these as I have read very few 
of t he S.P. L. I assume t hat you have checked each of these s t or ies to 
your own satisfaction . " (With the aid of a Jack Cook article in the 
C .D. Annual some years ago , yes . ) 

"Page 43. I 'm inclined to agree with you re garding Six Feet of 
Dynamite . The plot of this s tory could well be summed up in t he title 
One Man Bli tzkreig. " ( This was the missing Thriller 590, ) 

11However I cannot agree with you when you M¥ that Mr. Ball of 
Fire is R/P from Black Hand at St. Frank ' s. The Berkeley Gray s tory is 
concerned with Conquest on hi s honeymoon and as far as I can make out 
has nothing to do with Mafia type organisations . Have you checked the 
two stories personally? " (Bob is right in saying that Mr. Ball of 
Fire was concerned with Norman and Pixie on their honeymoon when they 
became in volved in odd happenings beh i nd the walls of an old cas tle. 
So did Handy & Co. in Black Hand of St. Fr ank ' s , the last serial t o run 
in t he Gem. They both have the same adventures with a mysterio us pack­
age held by a man dropped by parachute , are knocked into an electrifiec. 
moat by a mystery man, and other simi lar events . There can be no 
doubt the same, but 1 Black Hand' is not to be conf used with an ear l ier 
NLL sto ry involving Handy and his f a th er.) 

"Page 44. Corre ct , except for Nice Day for a Murder. Have you 
checked both s tories personally?" (Yes . ) 

"Page 45 . Correct , except once again , Dead Man' s Warning ." (Here 
e.gain , too , 1 have checked with the original NLL. Of course , R/ P 
does not mean a word for word slavish copy ; Brooks amended and expand ec 
in his novels. ) 

"Page 47 . Correct , excep t that I object most st ro ngly to the 
dele tio n of Mr . Clifford as spo r ts master . I cannot fathom out whY 
you did this . It' s like Pentelow killing off Cour t ney without tellin g 
Hamilto n! I know th at late in the 1st N.S . a professional footballer 
Victor Mason became football coach but as far as I remember Mr. Cliff ore 
never !Af t the school. And if he did, and I've fo rgot ten it , his name 
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shoul d not be de le te d. " (Well , Bob has forgotten. Mr. Clifford did 
leave and, judging from the Questionnaire , must have been replaced as 
gflD and spo rtsma s t e r by Arthur Blake, wi t h Wally Freeman la t er taking 
over as footb all coach only . There neve r was any reference to a 
cricket coach af t er Hussi Khan's elde r brother wa:y back in the Old 
Serie s . The li s t s of s taff and boys in th e Catalo gue a re those I 
gave in an Annual some years ago as at t he • purple per iod ' when Nel s on 
Lee was headmas t er. I did not th en include Mr. Clifford who had 
left , Looki ng down the list I see Mr. Clifford arri ved in O.S . 395 
and Victor Mason in 544 O.S . ) 

Bob also asks why I say s tudi es K. L. M, and N. in the Ancient 
House and X. Y. and Z. in the West House sre empty , and i f they sre 
what happened to Studi es S. T. U. V. and W? (Well , here again this 
information came from the 'rues ti onnaire and the l at est li s t s publis hed 
in the NLL and the Gem. What has , in fact , happe ned as compared wit h 
the Catalogue is tha t four new Remove studies , K. L. M. and N. were 
added to t he Ancie nt House, and th o West House Remove studies were re­
lette red from O to Z. Hence , as I li s t ed in t he Annual , all that 
needs doi ng is to re- letter from O to W and every one i s accounted fo r. ) 

Fina lly , Bob queri es my in clus ion of The Cresce nt of Dread from 
Nugge t Weeklies 1-6 , in which Sext on Blake t angled wit h Jim the Pen­
man. The sto r ies read like Brooks ; if they are not , th en they are 
a c omplete I pi nch I from his Green Triangle and Ci rcle of Terror yarns 
in the NLL. I'm sure , fr om s tyle and con t ent , they are genuine 
Brooks , but oth erwise have no proof in black and white . The s t ories 
certainly linked with his Lee , Green Tri angle and Penman s tor ies s ome 
Nuggets la t er . 

Yell , t her e it i s . If I 've ups et anyone , and mos t of all my 
ol d friend Bob, I'm sorry, but if I 've cleared up any problems I 'm 
satisfied . Much stil l remains obscure in the early Nelson Lee saga 
and in the Boys Realm stories of St . Frank' s , and I hope light will 
be shed befo re lo ng . The other delet i ons and amendments I made to 
the sec t ion on Brooks as Martin Clifford wer e based on Bill Lofts ' 
gre ate r knowledge of the A. P. au t hors . 

Mr, L. S . ELLIOTT write s : Here are two i t ems not ment io ned by Jack 
Vood or Bob Bl,Ythe . The 49- page s tory by "Reginald Browne" i n No. 1 
Schoolboys 1 1/ - Library , nThe Pir ates • Cover Affai r . " Als o the short 
Ir onsides/ Johnny Lis ter story by Vic tor Gunn i n the "Splendid Book fo r 
Boy s " - "The Clue of the Glas s Stopper . 11 

******* 
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BELLTON WOOD By R. J . Godsave 

I have ofte n wondered if the detailed topo graphical lay - out of the 
St. Frank' s district was appreciated and absorbed by the r e ade r of the 
Nelson Lee Library as a fact . Were the discrepancies - of which 
there were surprisingly fe w - even noti ced by the reader? 

To get al l t hat may be got out of books the reader should hear , 
see , arrl feel al l that the author describes , so viv i dly that he would 
remember it as he would remember an actual erpe r ience . 

Of t he local landmarks Bell ton llood was perhaps , the most impor t ­
ant . It figure s in many stories ; dominated the Clement Heath eerie~ , 
and to a lesser degree that of Yung Ching the Chi nese junio r. 

It is generally accepted th at Bell ton llood runs along the si de of 
Bell ton Lane opposite St . Frank' s , wit h the open meadows on the schoo l 
side running down to the River Stowe. Confinnation of this can be 
found i n "The Hounds of the Tagossa" o . s . 311 in which it is stated 
that on one side of the lane lay Bell t on llood and the other open 
meadow. 

In "Bowled Out" o . s . 210 , Nipper te l l s the reader 11When I 
emerged from th e wood, almost opposite the school gat es , th e evening 
sunlight was shining down more gl ori ousl y than ever! ' This statement 
could allow for open meadows being immediat ely opposite the schoo l 
with Bellton llood star ting a short distance down th e l ane and s tr e t ch­
ing on to Banni.ngton Moor. 

This il lus ion is shattered in "The Master of Mystery " o.s. 257 , 
with llandforth & Co. tr ailing Mr. Helfth - the new Remove master - one 
nigh t. They saw him creep across the Triangle , c l imb over the school 
wall and drop into the -lane , Following Mr. Heath after a brief 
interval , Hand.forth tells his chums 11We' 11 dodge across th e lane and 
get into the meadows , then we can slip along parallel with the road 
and overtake the bounder . " 

Once in t he meadow the lane was cut of f by a th ick hedge . 
Arriving opposite the st il e a handy gap provided a spy- hole , and 
Church peer i ng through saw Mr. Heath step ove r the stile and plunge 
into the wood. The three juniors broke through th e hedge , c ro ssed 
the lane, and slipped over the stile . 

From this extract it would aprear that Bell ton llood is on the 
same side of the lane as the school . 

No doubt , there are many people who read only matter that is 
rela t ive to the story and skip the desc ripti ve parts . Therefo r e , it 
would be only those who enjoy desc riptive reading that would n9tice 
t he discrepanc i es . 
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NEWS rROM THE CLUBS 
HIOUJID 

Deceirber }5th Meeting --
De.spite the tog nine mer:tler.s assembled to cake this a suecesstul Chrt stmu Party. 

tom Porter 'fll&S In charge ot the program:ie and saw to ,It that there ,ru no lack or 
variety. Besid es the anni versary nuaber wh ich Normn Ciregory had. by a s trang e co­
incidence brought along also, ther e was the u.sual Collectors [tem. All Nelson Leeat 
Collect.ors piece was No. 78 Old Serles •t Chrls t qs or Peril • dated 2nd Deeed>er , 19161 

th e f'IRST Double Chrltt&&S number ot the Nelson Lee Library. .tnnlTeraary nUd:>er was 
No. 1J1 {a t Ne,, Serles) - The Ret urn or Ezra Quirke - dated 15th Dece&mer, 192}- 36 
years old . TOCD had brout}lt along the two Collowln& Issues Nos. 1.38 a'ld 1)9 tor further 
tn ter ut and so had Normm too so there were two set s passing round the tabl e at the 
s81l!f time . ni.e chairman "as als o happy to annomce that he had recent].y aeQulred No. 
2 Nelson Lee Library (Old Serles) and now onl.)' needs 17 tor a co~lete se t. The read­
ing was by ttad.&e Corbett and was' a much-enjoyed subst it ute story or Bil ly and Wally 
Bunter at Greyrr l ars - the title 11Bunter1 s Double Trouble . ' The subs titut e wrlter -
Karry Sroster. To balance the scales qalns t th e Leelt.es Jack Corbett obllged with a 
t ape recordin g ca lled the World or Gre1rrtars - A Christr.as fantasy . This lasted 
nearly an hour - and an hour well spent . An li.:aglnar f tour or Greyrr t ars started rro:r . 
Courtrteld J unction a lo ca l tra1n ride to F'rlardale, vi s it s to well-knOM'l landllarks In 
tl'le di stri ct and encounurs with some or t he ravourl t e charac t ers or the t1agnet. This 
tape Neord 1T!£ wtll be ava ilabl e to the ot~r clubs. Durl n& the r erreshme nt tnten-al 
the ltbrary rat'rle ,,u·"'on by Madge Corbett. One or the beat ot our Christ.Us parties 
tor a ll the scall atten dance . Owing to t he Secr etary not being abl e to at t end last 
:..eet lng {NoYeatler) dUe t o his wtre 1 s Illness It Is r eir etted that the report In thta 
oagaz t ne giving the de t a ils ot that meet.Ing wer e unable to be sent, as wtre the 
cu stoYrY Chr lstms z,reetlngs or the t11dl.ancl Club to all other cl ubs and members or the 
hobby , l, e :t,.'\ aake socie small sends by wishing all or the m a Prosp eroua and Happy 
New Year. 

HARRY' BROS1"£R - Secretary - wt th many thanks to To111 Por t er ro r 
.supply i ng details ot the meeting, 

~ 

AS ant lei pated both t.he atten dance and the rendezvous coai>lned t o make the Ideal 
coiitilnatlon ror the club's Chrl s t mas pa.rty on Th.ursel8)', Oeceat>er 17th . When zed>ers 
gathered at 'Th e Guard~ Restau r ant at 6.}0 p. a;~ they tound that mtne host , Hr. 
Chapman had klncny decor ated the tables, gtv lng a IX>St restln atmosph ere to th e 
&atherJna; . 

Whil st rr.ellt>ers sipped their t omato lulce aperlttrs, greetings rr om absent rr lends 
were r ead out by the secretary, Greetings hact been sent by Arthur Holland • Ji m Cook, 
Tom Dobson, Bill Hubbard, HaJTY Brost.er and Bob Whiter Sld a most enjoyable be&tnntng 
to th e evening's te.st1Yltles was provided b;y these l e tters Bnd cards whtc:h brought th e 
world wide hobby to our ChrlStmas party . 

Having consu med a delicious ch ick en d inn er 111lth au the tr t m lngs meabers relued 
and chattered over cot t ee 111h1lst the usual ll t tle Christmas cake was cut and aen-ed by 
the secretary. 

A presentation of a book was then made to the proprietor Hr . Chapman as a gestur e 
ot apprec t atlon tor se M'lces rendered to the c l ub during the year . 
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SYd 81111'-h produced Cb• CWT'lllt edt tlon No. 24 or •tt1e S•t.ur'daT aoot- 11blch contalnec 

an ar-c.tcl• 'Tbe world or Chwlta Bullton• by Rob.rt te117. Thb l• one or Ult bHt 
artlclu n1r written on thta 8UbJ1ct tnd W Uluau-1tlon1 are uctll tnl.. 

Enttrutnment wu proYtdtd by a tl.l)t sent tro m New Zealand by Alb ert Watlttn a. nits 

reatul"td a talk by Alwyn Owtn t or a ludtna N. Z. radto 1tatlon Wld wu entitled 
1 Re1111Der1na Coltl)'n Dane.• Hll remlnlacencea evokld the atmll)hert or the put akll ­
tullY blended with htmour • .-ld each and nen lltllbtr recocnlled •nt. wtoow.• propr htresi 

or the atc:o n<l-hand booluhop 11henln thq In their °"" 1ou t b hat dllCOYtred tbe -ctc or 

tbe Hqntt and Ct•, Union Jack , Cbal)loo, Chuas, etc . There "u a Ptreonal lnttnll'lf 
"Ith Albert WaU:tna and thla was tollcwtd by a ta,ped &rtttlng Crm. Jack Nurta&h "'10 hid 

an 1nc1t•tdual 11tsaage r or taci'I club llfllbtr. To coq,lett the eventrc•• enjoyment the 
t.ape.a (J"OII the 1'1eney1td1 and London cluba were a la.o rw, throUgh thua bringing to tht 

Australian Chrlatau Party a host or old friend.a to pro•lde an enJoyablt tin.alt to a 

srand occulon. 
OUJ' but wts hu tor tht Nn Ttar to our o<rersea, tr lendli - eay 19'5 be your btat 

Jtar hobby 'll'IH I B. PATE (SteNtal"1) 

ttttttng held 9th January , 1965 
Jack WOOd was tn tht chair ror thll, our tlrst mnttng or 1965 , Ctorrrc, Wildt 

being untort unattly lndl1po1td. We wllh hi• a speedy reconry 9'd hope to see hi• back 

In his uaual place next month , The att., dance wu rather bel ow par , tnd probably tht 

wlld, wet nl &,ht had something to do wl th this . 
F'ormal business , corrupondlllce, 1tc. , wu soon dt1P1tched, Ind then we got down 

t.o the prograa. prope r , llt\lch this montb was a rt l • ahoW - a pltuant chmge , and nry 

rnttul, txctpt tor the hard1t0~lng opu-aton l 
Plrat c .. Barry Barlow , "Ith a colour tll • or h l a -.-r holldu-• In De•on, 

followed by a cartoon and a coaaedy; U'len NollY Allison• a r um or htr r,c,nt Tia It to 

the Unlttd States . A brt&k tor retrutmenu followed and Uten Ge~ Allison showtd us 
!IOll'le slides, Including IODt taken on hla r,cent Tlslt to th e London meeting , and Rose 

i..m . Fi nally , Ron Hod.uon ahowed ua IOlle slldta taktn on hls own holidays, and tht 

Procra-it clond to loud IPPhuse rrom those or tU tn the three-&oo-1t q,enn1 e1 . 
A nonl and tnttrtat lna mettna - back to the old rauttne nut monUl. 

Next meeting , Saturday , 13th f tbN.ary. f'. H.UCOCI (Ron . sec.) 

Heettng held Sunday 1 Januaq 10th 
A Ttr )' wet 111d cold d&Y he rald ed the opentn& or the 1965 seuon Ind th e attend1nce 

as a r esult , wu a little below standard , but we neurtheleas had an lnte.resttn& and 

Bljoyable enntna. 
Normn Prqnell optned the •ettna wi th the ual&l business lttN, and t ncludtd In 

tbe corre spondtnce we wtrt n l')' pl eued to note greeting• cards fro • Bob and Hrs. Whtte1 

rrocn Caltromla, oa,td HObbs from th e U.S.A., F'rank Hancock rrom tht Northern Club, and 

a particularly 1t tractln one rrom our trl tnda In Australia "tth a photoV&Ph or Bette 

Pate , S t 1n Nicholls , E:mle Car ter aOO Vict or Colby. 
Normn rtterred to the ad'ft.rttMlllnt contf"O'ftl"IY which was mnc.tontd tn the 

Oecabtr r tporL , and said that he hid written to Erl e Ft,yne encloslnc the orl1lna l le tt1 

'llhlch w,s aent to the .ch'trtlatr, and th e Nply flhtch wu r tc e tn d written on the back 

or th.at letter. We now •att further tnrormt lon. 
A dl1cu11lcn rolloQCI on th e preaent •t.bod or lldTertlatna tteu tor sale. we 

deplored the tact that prtcu were '"'rf 1tldo111 quottd but orr era lnTl t ed Instead . Thts 
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-, tWTI1n& the whole bu•tness Into a clorlrted .uec.ton 1al•, mid the comarellllHtlon 

or the Mbby ta so1111thln& we could do wt thout. The Inflated pr t cu beln& demndtd and 

pa id by some (.xi prea.1111.bl.y wealthy) collectors and dealers •• putttna a lot or th e 

o.s . s.c. ad>trs Crom all onr tht country, Ind 11tio rorm, alter all , Olt blCkbont or the 

m•urent , out or tbt mril:tt. It 11 the UNnlmoua opinion or tbl Nent1 1ldt o.a.a.c. 

t.bat club -..,,rs &et1trall1 .should resis t the ttndency to pum prtcu ~ . and ibat, 

tmen poaalblt, aYatlatllt books should be kept wU.htn the clubs and •-r tl"'CII dealers 

whose sole purpoae ln obtaining them Is to llllkt a proClt. Thia ts not lntendtd to bt 

a crltlcta11 or the club lttd>er who ls a genuine collector because of ht1 tnthustum 

tor the old bo<*s . Wt do f eel , howner, that nen he shOUld tab caN that ht& 

enc.husla.- doem 1 t fllCO\ragt tbt proClt.etr • 
.ttur the dta:uul on Pat La.ttey ln't'tted us to mu do,in our New Ttar Rtsolutton1. 

ff\t papers, folded onr , were pa.said around and the reason. t or tl'le Nloluttons wrlUtn 

underneath. Some U1Jaln&, and not altogethe r inappropriate, results "l:rt obtained. 

Aft.er t.ea Norman Introduced ua to a coq>ttttlon Which appeared In tht c.o. IOmt 

tt11t ago In lffllch re.:iera were lnYlttd to plact In the crde r or popul arltY 8 l1agntt 

aeries which wen llattd. Honan rtad the Hat out N we were aaktd to &lTe our 

opinions. T!lls -,. won by Walter Prichard "'1011 on:ler "*' nearest to tbt one which 

won the C.D. cc.apetl tto n. Pat L.artt1 ' • quiz followed . Ht uktd ua to write dOJffl u 

CllllY achool characters u possible with a 1 TON1 In the na.. Tbls wu won b7 ,rant 

Uni.in and I was runntr up. Nol"'lllln conclucted tht nentna wtth a quiz In 1ltll eh we had 

to n- t ht ~,rs tn 1ltllch certain characters appeared. I 111U l uck7 enough to win 

Ulls. 
PleaH note that the nut ... ting ts a SlJNDit I fW Uf,RY JUI. 

B1U.. WlfrOICR 

£DITOR1AL cxnENf: In our Llnr,,ool club 1 s report , publlahtd laat 110nth, I t wu t.e­

pll td, quttt umrarrantabl.Y, that tht eelltor or this magutnt ane to atltci..d reader, 
ldY,nce tntoru.tton of ednrtt••nts llfilch Wert due to appear In tht N&Ulne. .U 

th1 t tms,Ucatton hal not bun wtt.hdraJm, we rtttr to the utter aaatn. 

r.r. Horan Pra&ntll hal written us that ht wu surprtatd to see Ult rtf erenct In 

Lht last club report, u ht had dec tdtd to drop the matter . 
'nlt adnrttamen\. In question NI one tnserttd b)' Nr. John Gwm of Nat l oek. Nr. 

Sob 81.Ytht ttles:*loncl tmedlU.elY to Hr. Gmn , and tlr , John Beck wrote to bl• ln a lettu 

•hlch relChed Nr. Gunn before that or l'fr'. Pr&&nt ll. Nr. Gunn dtapatchtd bi s It- at 

cmce to Nusr s . ! l.ythe and Beck. t t Is a .1l4>lt m'\d ob,1cua e.q,la'\l. tlon , am ont 

which m:1&,ht hll'e betn conaldered betore the good t alth er thla --.a11ne wu qu«sttoned . 

!.!!!!!!! 

The Janu&r'J aetlna waa held at the CrtcklftfOOd home of 8111 and t1111crle Norris 

on SundaY, 17th. 1'htN wu a t ully r epre.sentattn aathertna of 21 alllbtra , UICl'l&lt 

thtse bttna L. Peters and P. tcurowskt "ho were attend ing their tint ••ting . 
Bob B)J'tlle took the chall"' In the absSlce of Len Pact.mn dUe to haalth r easons . 

Aho unable to attend tor t.he same reason wa1 Joa le Packun . Both wer. ala.Nd b7 au 

present . 
Cood PN&NH was repcrted by tht Charles HMllton Ll brart,n , Roeer JIWlklM. 

Bob 81.J'Uie, Nelson Let llbrarlll\ , aan hll Nport . He 1tated that ht h.cl Ndt 

bl& purchuu ot books and the run list will appear In the Ftbnlar)' newslette r . 
8111 Lotta can a aatla t actol')' report on Uw progress ot the Sexton Blake cataloa ue. 
Laurie Sutton won the qui& Ht b7 Ben Whiter Ind tn the aeco ncl plaet tbere we.rt 

thre.e names, Charlie Wrl&ht, 8111 Lotta Md Oon Webster. 
•WhY Do I Collect the Boota and Paper .. wu the title or a dUcuaaton that Bob 

BlytM start.Id up whl1 1t tht ctn, projtctcr was being adt re.ay. Nessra. Bu3b, Sutton , 
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Hopkins , Norrl1, BtMttt, KW"OWStl, t..rrenee , norlty, Jenkins, t be two Doyln , Webster, 

Whiter , Ind tht thru ladtea , ~ le , Noras md Norris all &Ht their Yltws. A rasclnat ­

tna , noaialgle dtacu:uton , enjoyed by all . 
WI th Harjorlt NorT"U u proJeetlontst , two film or the ttargat.t outing 111tre sholln , 

one taken by Ila, Hop.kin, and one by Harjcrle btrNlC . Other rn. 111 lhcllln wtrt Ntc:k.J' 

Nouae, Pluto , Donald Duck cartoons .. d Charlie Ch@ltn In •the Floorwalker .• U an 

addtd ltec , a lhort rn a or Bill Norri• coptna •1th a deck cha i r tn Ute gardtn be fore 

nadln.g a •Hag.net• was enjoye<t. 
rt,e seventeenth Annual General Heetln.g will be held on Sunday, ftb1'\1Af7 20th , at• 

nnu, to be decldld on, 
Wt th 'fOtea or tbanka to the hoat1 , Bill and Narjortt Norrll W'ld also to ttarjor te • s 

mthtr It wu homeward botma once 1111tn. 

Tllf PoSTNAN 
CALLfK) 

UNCLE 6ENJAHIN 

{I ntt ruttn g 1ttm.s from Ult 
£dttcr 11 Lt tt er-b q) 

LAllllE: StrrTON (Orpt~ton ) : I waa t nterest.ed In tht c .D. A.Mual ltt11 on rr-,k Richards 

as a sonprlttr, In 'lffllch ment.lon 11 made that QIIO or Ch&rlu HIIIJlton •s own songs were 

re t erred to In the blue Cem. One ot them II also teat\l"ed In the charmJng tarlY Magnet 

story (Jrio. 22) In tlhlch Wharton & Co. apend a joll.J' da, at Wtnkle&at~ea , and an 

entertained by a alnstNl sn,up alnc t na •cou er.I s:tas • Honey. • The juntora th~ 

selna later drua aa •1natNl.s and 10 busfltnc to pay tor their rares ham, Sid • coee 

and Klas JDe HoneY4 ts agai n In the programe t Incidentally , tn thou early days Grey--

friars was a tr-hour trt.ln journey fro• the cout , and placH In the .,.,ctnl ty or t he 

ach:>ol wer e Kount t orcl sld Bent ldd. 

w, o, o , 1Df1'8 (London): What a spl•ndtd .lMUal l Surely UM btat 1•t \ 

J IN KURR.EU. (Ro.Cord): To HY that the Annual ta bttttr than ntr 11 no 11tsnomer. 

indeed, each succusln copy seems better thaJ'I the last , U that ta pos.slblt . One 

shl.dders to thlnt What laaa would bt lik e If no C.D • .l . dropped •on our 111tt• mong the 

card s or goodWtll . 

A.1 c, STANOCN (8 1.ockport): C.D. A.Mull ts u m..:ch a pert or the .stuon now u 1 1 

Chriatms.a Carol' - to mt, at any rate. What a tine art i st 11r. Webb Isl t He what 

you Mant about the ccrnr, bearing In •Ind the 1Ptctal one done tor the Christmas 

Huzit>tr or c.o . 

1f::'1'lfffo°'f t~T~~•!d~~er~~~e b:• ~ ~!i~~~~.~~~. the I ' '!.nu~; 70~ ~~~ t ~ 
pleuur, In recehtng Ulla &rand bo4* Is atncert alX! dHp . 

BA.SIL ADAN (Nneutle): •11actc Serie .. bf Roeer Jenklna wu ZQ" ranw-lte arttcle . 

Howner, 1 s till prefer th.t 1921.,-5 Rtbel ser tu . Jt.lch 111:1re powerful than the ateond 

sertu In iey- opinion . Second ser t t1 too episodic tor 111 likin g . Thank you r or 

reproductng the f inal cOYer ot the rtr s t sert u . ' J. Very Special Hagle• by Robert 

Iel).y wa.s liY second ta• ourlte artt cle , althouah I don' t q.ree with all h i s optnlon.s . 

• Danny tor Herrl t Christ..- and • Tht 11aktng of H.,,.,- Wharton"' • ere close taTour t ua , 

too. So IIW'l1 tint artl clt1 and tlluatratlona. 

i-:;~~ Er:. (=~~~~~td ~~al~), •.:w, •~l::-':.!~-1:~~~:. ;;.~~erth: . n~tH~~t~:~ 

~~~·~/:~ ~:~ !n~rt:i:cine,g~tl~LTfe ,, .,3~!re=,rl posaeu tona la No. 25 or 
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Hrs, t, SOAR (ll!ard}: for years I h&n sought Young f'olka ' Tales (191Cr18) si d 
especlallY a copy or the C:trls 1 frtend Jd Llbrary ent i t l ed •The Twtna or 1',o'fleham' . 
t r onl y somtone could gtH me tnroru.tton on the history or these ttemal 

JULlW lENtWID (Wtn•f ord) : Nudler One place tn thlS yurt a Annual eastl.y aoea to 
•chrl atcas IIUh tteredlth . 1 1 have found AMUals or othe r years better thl!l'I thi s year ••, 
but tr you could pl ease n eryone It would be a mir acle . Ten paeea of •And £Tery S tory 
Not a G.- 11 ~en good paau gone as tr ay. over ten page.a or Tarzan #,d Cd.gar Rice 
BWTOugbS 1, alao not IQY tdea or o.B . 8. 

w, H, CLOUQI (S ale) : All the Annuals have been excellent 81ld thts year it Is bette r 
than ever. Some or the articles ma t have entailed a terrttlc mount or research and 
study• S\d I 1'0Uld Ut e to thank all cont ributors and yourself tor thJa wonderful Tolwr:e. 

STAN KNIGHT (Ch elter.hamh A wonderful AMual wt t h a splirntttd con r. I was pleased 
to see the ar ti cle featuring the 1'0rks ot Edgar Rice BUM"Oughs. For yeara 1 ha.Te been 
very partial to hta .stor ies. 1 tlrst read • Tarun or the Apel'I as a boy in hospital. 
end waa lnst.antlY ca.>tlnted by his style and s tories. A r eal iMOT&tlon "u the re­
pr l ntln.g ot the opent ng chapters or Hagnet No. 1. no.ere DJat be htn:lreds ltke myseU 
who ban nenr seen this copy, to whoa t hts came as a nry pleasant SU}llrl,e . 

w, J , RATNER (Cl are}: Congratu l ations on the Amual . I think the editors or llltlY 
professional aMual s would hang their heads In shame 1t they ,... this c. D. AMual . 

c , u::st.1£ FARRQI (Boat.on): The Annual l1q1rons enry year. It took me tour holra 
to read tt - rour hours ot Fairyland , the 1ears slipped Ulaf , and I went back 45 years 
to the daya of ~ youth . Thanks to all the cont r ibutors , and God bless the man who 
started tt al l - Herber t Leckenby. Bei ng a St . F'raik ' a tan, I greatly enjoyed Jim 
Cook and Robert Blythe . 
GOORGE SELLARS (Shett teld): Bet ter than ner, the Annual tilled £111 heart with a grt!:at 
gladness. God bless all Who helped to make this Ute greatest Annual or them all . 

J . c. OOYU: (Acton}: I was delighted wlth 'Christ.mu With Heredtth" Which I conalder 
the beat Mr. 8Uddle at<ry .as ,et . This . together with •Danny tor HeITle Chrtauas,• 
made th e A.Mual worth "alttng tor. I would ltke to extend fltl gr ateful apprec iation to 
your many contribu tors tor such lnterest t ni and varied Items . 

HARRY BR<ET£R (Klnnr): A smashi ng t .ssue or C.D • .t. Tarzan lfll&B very use ful. We can 
always rely on Bill Hubtlard t o bring t n something a ltt.t l e different f rom. the tl'lree 
matn topic s . 

!~.s~:;i;~,~~~!°Tn~~e~!!;.s t~:~: ~~ ~~ ~O:: ~:!!~ ~ l ~no:Jl~to
6

~!~~~t 
writ er s tackling Charles Hamilton's characters that Mr. Kanders cannot. make up hta mind 
1t his name Is Roger or Herbert - or Stott Whether his name Is Wllltam or f're<lerlck7 

PAT CREIGHA.N (Elre): Congratulations on the • new look' ot C.D. I thoU&ht you h-1 
reached the ultl~te In the appearance or C.D. But you always see.11 to have ao ace up 
your sl een \ One ltttle jarr i ng note - the mimer ot the January lsaut hu betn t rMs· 
posed to read t7 1 Ins tead or 217. We aren ' t that near the th i rd century ye ti Thank 
you tor such a "onciertul .AMual. 

(Our apologies to readers f or our allp on r the nwd>tr. -ED.) 

E, ntOt'SON (&dtnbur&h): I can 1 t think or an Annual I have enjoyed more. The Buddle 
st ory 1'&3 worthy ot tn.sertlon between the conra ot a Gem during Its best years. All 
t he contr i butors desern a round or applause. Thl'O' were • tops ,• a grand bUnch of 
t ellows . 



r , , , L.C3!:RT (Cl>uslnrton): Anot.t.tr f"rand Ar.r;i.:al . &och Ytar oo~ t ?'ln.cs It has 

ru~hed Its u ,, lt h , yet tac t. :,,t ar it ll:n:,uau 1tselr . 

JOHN 510Kt:S (Oubltn) : t t 1s so rin , t hat I am wonderin g whetl"er even yot: can prodllcls 

a better ~·~nu1l :,ext Chrt 1t 1r • .u , t he ;,ruen t one ts 50 perfect 1~ tver .r wa,y. Con, ratt.­

la t Ions aaa ln arid agal r.. 

~ (Australia) : lt 1 s a sp Jendl C: .lnn:ial . A.part fro ::: the c<l:'lh nts , the 1_ua11 t :, 

" l the Jlj(lrlur.anshlp and the care and t hought r i.:.nus "'1l e1 ~aks Cr ()(; IU ~u kttp1 
Intac t tht co~ ltt. e ly ur.co'T.Crclal labour or lou a i r I\IJ011t 1t . I ltk td tv erythln,c , 

and especially "And Every Story Not a OW and •A Very Special r.agl c,• t tie latt er 

particularl y t or tu appreciation or lll..Y f avour it e arti s t , : • Shields . 

A, v, ~011.A.'>O ( Aust ralia): l cor.std er •ct.rls t :r.as l.l t t r.eredl~ t he out Sl ade stor y 

to date . I 1ppr1clat ~ tht c:oui:ltqntary 2entlon l :'lf: or the X.L.L. at t"'lt concluato n 
or the stol'"'J. I think t he ar t is tic work or r.. Aebt> lnd Cto tr Mm-r laon added to the 

att ract lvenu .s or thts Ttr y tint vollL'! t . 

F'RANK CA.SE (BNL"llCote): A really splendid January Issue or c . o. , run or good th ing• 

u always . It cert ainly h&a t.he protualonal touch now, wH h t.he new tl n ta h. ;.re 

shall be having Technicolor nut . 

WAN'1'tI>l WA.\'TEOl WA.~EDt nie rollowrlnc Ntlaon Leta Old Serita ~o . 114, 121 , 12) , 128. 

~ 37, 1}9 , 143/ ~ and Nos. 542: to 551. Pl ea st note th&t I have not h ln& to 

orr er I n t.he way or SW"&.p.S or uchangta . Pltu e wrl te 1t1ttng prtct you want lncludtn1 

po5t .qt. Will read ers Who han already ot ttrl<I me eop1t1 t hat l want ed and have noi. 
nplled to tit/ anawers - pltut writ• aaaln. 

J?fN ~llffl! !ht £Utt~• H!ad ~ote!, _Hat!ock t ~rb!lh l ~ . 

~ : c . o. Annual 1%8, s .o . L. 185, tl&&neta 12n t.o 12'U,, Boys rr ' tnd1 , 
Tom Hen-y A.Mull a , et.c. 

fl , r.ACSIN, 38, St. Thociu Ro-1 , Prut. on , Lanes . 

rOR SAU:: t!> Sound Yoh . Soya OVll"I Paper. Excellent eondlc.lon , original blncun, . 
ofr'erst o:-
r-R. P. c. L. F'W1:R, ,W. Harewood Orin , Cl a,yhall , I ltol"CI, Eun. Phone: CRE176o 

Plrst eight. Yolw:1u • BOYS CMN PA.PD• un&- 1885 tor salt . Very ta lr conclltton . 
What orra-1 7 

NDll'J.~ , 1 The Clen , -.'e:r.bley, tllr1dX. Tel ; W'Et1U..E:Y £.at% 
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--- ·~ Je s1.1('Jld .~,ei d 
~t-.ay! l ower r'a pe r La ck ~/ 6) "LET,, .c ... , . .,, .... 

In so " e way s t h l s was at : odd cho ice " I t h whic h t o h er a ld t he re- bi r t h o r t.he 
Se it. on Bl ar.e sa ga . The t i tl e , wtt h t hat abstr ac t qua ltt y r e~tnlset nt o r T:an:f tttl u 
or t he ro n::e r •n ew l ook• pe rl<XI, Is Wll!k el.,· t o at.t r act c,any and cr.ay r epu ls e sor.ie. To 
t he In i t iated , the t nron:iat l on •by Ou :;iond ReldP 'fll ll si..:ggest , ri gh tly or wrong ly , a 
stort written by one r-.an a:1d re-wr it. te n oy another . Tl ni<.er , who was t o be th e old 
Tinke r, does not &;>;,ear a t al l . Ther e t s j ust one meagr e re fer ence to 1 h l s ju ni or 
part ner, F.dNard Car t er hrore gent ral l:I kr.ow:, as Tlnk tr ). w 

Toward s t he .-id or t.he s t ory we are t old: •Blak.e smil ed wryl.y, Thi s wu one 
cue tMt. he had •Cl opptd 1 on. Detl n t t ely . But i.h, n, had le, real ].y bu n a cut? • 
S ou rtacttr• wil l smtb eQual l.Y wrrl.Y, and thi nk tht lallllt &1 Blak e . 

Put tin g th ose thOughU on one 1tde:, thl • l a an 1mensel.y read able atory. The 
Irish atmotp ller e la raacl na tl ng , even doflll'l t o the pace , which a t tl mu H Hll lei surely. 
t n rac t, the pl ot dev elo ps without. wute or time, 11'1<1 th ere ar t pl enty of u c 1t1n& se­
quencu. Huch o r the dHeri ptlve wri t i ng 1.s ehan:n.ing aa well u ent erta l nt na . Bl ake , 
phnn t n.a a tJ lh l n& holiday wit h Pedro, ls vtsl ted by a Pro rutor Mo el at m.s t o have N lrl 
a lepreehaUn , and who bt ll tvea t n t ht existence o r a r ace or wei rd lt t'tle people beneat h 
th• urth' .s surf ace . As a r u ..ilt , Bl ake dect du to t ake: h is hol ldll.¥ In I r e l and, 1Cl.t re 
ht ••ts up wt th t he Duke and Ducheu or De"'e nt water, two former antagon i sts a:GOn& h11 
er lmtnal &eQual ntan eu . r nat 11 not 10 trrportant. Pedro play a A l arge part In th e 
tal e - and t.hat ta T tr "'I t nw r tan t lndt t<I, 

The reader - like Bl ake hi mself - emergu at th e tnd all ght ).y bewild ered and wo~ 
dt r1 n& lillhtUler a few loo se enda ha ~• been gath artd to gether. 

The atory II well wor th read ing. f'or one thi ng , It ta an utrcel y unu11.1al 
Sexton Slak e 1tory, and moat r eadera wi ll rt &a.rd I t aa • wtMtr. 

, .. A, Balling er 
sex ton Bl ake- comes s tormi ng back Into t he ,:i t tter t ng lt ghta or his be l oved London , 

Into t !'le t n n bri ght er l ll Wlll na tto n or t he te l 41.vts l on st udios , t o so l ve t he r lddh of 
the PRJ!fl:09£ B.U.J.ET tllROCR CASE. >. t aak ti tti ng tor no orcUnary detectln , thl a , one 
to bt on rco l!lt onlY by a mar. or Blake ' s utraordtnary eap&btll t t es . Th1• no.,11 , t he 
rl rat or th t rttth and most. sen sa tio nal or a ll t he aer i es , 1t this h any er tt erlon, Is 
qui t e th t DOi t adult Su t on Bl ake st ory wrt t un to dat e , and pull s no punches a t all . 
Blake , o r couru , cut lo oae t rcc t ht 3unntle rl eld many mons ago, re t , even when It 
did, co~le t e tr &NO\ess t oward s li te was not er:aet l y encouraged . This t akes t.he ltd 
ott a ll t tl e more. 

A.TH•• ntw murder .ser ies , 11.JRDERER A.T LA.ROE, 18 t he jwcptng ott ground tor Bl&ke•s 
nt'II' l eap Into th e t unnoll or erl tce and eonsp tra ey , and tt ts t he dea th or one or t he 
ruear eher a tor the tt l ev1s 1on prcg ra.:r~'Tle t hat suppli es t.he momentUD'.I t or his propulsion 
t nt o the depths. Bl ake , a very busy man wl th heavy conn! tments and no t i me t o was t e , 
ae:ts t o work t n hts usu al 111:!thodt cal , cal m and unh urri ed fa sh ion to hound th e k i ll er 
do,,n , 

Ther e Is nothin g li ke a re all y good Who-dun- 1t as a means o r qui e t rtl u.atlo n , and 
th i s t s one or the bes t or Its ki nd I have read ror a long tt me. Ol d char act er s J:Bke 
br tet but wel come re- appear ances - Spla sh Klrb ),' , Ver,ner or the Yard , Bd Cord , !'tr':i . 
bard ell . Pedro, Paula Oa,ie and r.ar lon Lang. 

1,. fi ne star t to the new s eri es tn a pl eas ing f ormat , an equally ple as i ng eoloured -
conr , and a cr l ppt ng st ory . Tht s ext on Blake lonr can wts h t or no more . 

Wal te r Webt> 
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